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tween Baha'u'llah's statement in the 
Iqan about the renewal of the City of 
God once every thousand years, and 
that of the Guardian in the "Dispensa
tion" to the effect that the Baha'i 
cycle will extend over a period of at 
least 500,000 years. The apparent 
contradiction is due to the confusion of 
the terms cycle and dispensation. For 
while the Dispensation of Baha'u'llah 
will last for at least one thousand years, 
His Cycle will extend still farther, to 
at least 500,000. 

The Baha'i cycle is, indeed, incom-
oarable in its greatness. It includes 
;iot only the Prophets that will appear 
after Baha'u'llah but all those who 
have preceded Him ever since Adam. 
These should, indeed, be 'viewed as 
constituting but preliminary stages 
leading gradually to the appearance of 
this supreme Manifestation of God. 

After Baha'u'llah many Prophets 
will, no doubt, appear, but they will 
be all under His shadow. Although 
they may abrogate the laws of this Dis
pensation in accordance with the needs 
and requirements of the age in which 
they appear, they nevertheless draw 
their spiritual force from this mighty 
Revelation. The Faith of Baha'u'llah 
constitutes, indeed, the stage of matur
ity in the development of mankind. His 
appearance has released such spiritual 
forces which will continue to animate, 
for many long years to come, the world 
in its development. Whatever pro
gress may be achieved in later ages, 
after the unification of the whole hu
man race is achieved, will be but im
provement in the machinery of the 
world. For the machinery itself has 
been already created by Baha'u'llah. 
The task of continually improving and 
perfecting this machinery is one which 
later Prophets will be called upon to 
achieve. They will thus move and 
work within the orbit of the Baha'i 
cycle. 

To Rdris Rke-lVray Carson, De
cember 8, 1935. 

The problem with which you are 
faced is one which concerns and ser
iously puzzles many of our present-
day youth. How to attain spirituality is 
indeed a question to which every young 
man and woman must sooner or later 
try to find a satisfactory answer. It 
is precisely because no such satisfac
tory answer has been given or found, 
that the modern youth finds itself be
wildered, and is being consequently 
carried away by the materialistic forces 
that are so powerfully undermining 
the foundations of man's moral and 
spiritual life. 

Indeed, the chief reason for the evils 

"My fervent prayer at the 
three Holy Shrines is that the 
bountiful Lord may bless His 
American friends who constitute 
the vanguard of His host in the 
Western world, and prosper 
them in their material affairs and 
pursuits, that the Cause which 
stands today in sore need of ma
terial help and assistance may 
advance, rapidly and unhindered, 
toward the fulfilment of its des
tiny."—S HOG HI EFFKNDI, Baha'i 
Administration, p. 47. 

now rampant in society is the lack of 
spirituality. The materialistic civili
zation ot our age has so much ab
sorbed the energy and interest of man
kind that people in general do no long
er feel the necessity of raising them
selves above the forces and conditions 
of their daily material existence. There 
is not sufficient demand for things that 
we should call spiritual to differenti
ate them from the needs and require
ments of our physical existence. 

The universal crisis affecting man
kind is, therefore, essentially spiritual 
in its causes. The spirit of the age, 
taken on the whole, is irreligious. 
Man's outlook on life is too crude and 
materialistic to enable him to elevate 
himself into the higher realms of the 
spirit. 

It is this condition, so sadly morbid, 
into which society has fallen, that re
ligion seeks to improve and transform. 
For the core of religious faith is that 
mystic feeling which unites man with 
God. This state of spiritual commun
ion can be brought about and main
tained by means of meditation and 
prayer. And this is the reason why 
Baha'u'llah has so much stressed the 
importance of worship. It is not suffi
cient for a believer merely to accept 
and observe the teachings. He should, 
in addition, cultivate the sense of spirit
ual ity which he can acquire chiefly by 
means of prayer. The Baha'i Faith, 
like all other Divine Religions, is thus 
fundamentally mystic in character. Its 
chief goal is the development of the 
individual and society, through the ac
quisition of spiritual virtues and pow
ers. Tt is the soul of man which has 
first to be fed. And this spiritual 
nourishment prayer can best provide. 
Laws and insti tut ions, as viewed by 
Baha'u'llah, can become really effec
tive only when our inner spiritual life 
has been perfected and transformed. 
Otherwise religion will degenerate into 
a mere organization, and becomes a 
dead thing. 

The believers, particularly the young 
ones, should therefore fully realize the 
necessity of praying. t*ox prayer is 
absolutely indispensable to their inner 
spiritual development, and this, as al
ready stated, is the very foundation 
and purpose of the religion of God. 

To R. J. Quigley, October 14, 1935. 
With regard to your question con

cerning the Virgin Birth of Jesus; on 
this point, as on several others, the 
Baha'i teachings are in full agreement 
with the doctrines of the Catholic 
church. In the Kitab-i-Iqan (Book of 
Certitude) page 56, and in a few other 
Tablets still unpublished, Baha'u'llah 
confirms, however indirectly, the Cath
olic conception of the Virgin Birth. 
Also 'Abdu'1-Baha in "Some Answered 
{Questions," chapter 12, page 73, ex
plicitly states that Christ found exist
ence through the spirit of God which 
statement necessarily implies, when re
viewed in the light of the text, that 
Jesus was not the son of Joseph. 

To Philip SPrague, May 22, 1935. 
With regard to your wish for reor

ganizing your business along Baha'i 
lines, Shoghi Effendi deeply appreci
ates the spirit that has permitted you 
to make such a suggestion. But he 
feels nevertheless that the time has not 
yet come for any believer to bring 
about such a fundamental change in 
the economic structure of our society, 
however restricted may be the field for 
such an experiment. The economic 
teachings of the Cause, though well 
known in their main outline, have not 
as yet been sufficiently elaborated and 
systematized to allow anyone to make 
an exact and thorough application of 
them even on a restricted scale. 

To Mrs. Bertha Hyde Kirkpatrick, 
December 2, 1935. 
With regard to the school's pro

gram* for the next summer; the 
Guardian would certainly advise, and 
even urge the friends to make a thor
ough study of the Quran, as the knowl
edge of this sacred Scripture is abso
lutely indispensable for every believer 
who wishes to adequately understand, 
and intelligently read, the writings of 
Baha'u'llah. Although there are very 
few persons among Western Baha'is 
who are capable of handling such a 
course in a scholarly way, the mere 
lack of such competent teachers should 
encourage and stimulate the believers 
to get better acquainted with the 
Sacred Scriptures of Islam. In this 
way, there will gradually appear some 
distinguished Baha'is who will be so 
well versed in the teachings of Islam 

* The Summer School at Louhelen Ranch. 
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as to be able to guide the believers in 
their study of that religion. 

NOTICE FROM TEACHING 
COMMITTEE Ut GERMAN* 

AND AUSTRIA 
The National Teacning Committee 

oi me liana is of uermauy and AUS-
Li'ia nas the honor to invite me be
lievers ot your countries to the ritth 
ii aha i bummer School which will take 
piace in Esshngen near Stuttgart irom 
August lath to August Zdrd, 1\)M. 
Among the lectures presented you win 
lmd tne following subjects: History 
ana Teachings ot Islam; liana i Ad
ministration ; Mysticism and the lia-
ha'i Revelation; Faith and Science; 
Life of the Bab. 

This Committee would be glad if 
some of the believers of your countries 
could come to the Summer School. In 
case they will give us the pleasure of 
coming please let them write to Miss 
Anna Kostlin, Esslingen a.N., Wehr-
neckarstrasse 1, who will gladly give 
them whatever information about 
trains, lodging, etc., they may ask for. 

Please to accept our kindest Baha'i 
greetings. 

Yours in the Guardian's Service 
DR. HERMANN GROSSMANN, 

Chairman. 

REPORT ON 
TEACHING CIRCUIT 

During the season of 1935-36 the 
IJaha'i Assemblies of Buffalo, Roches
ter, Binghamton and Geneva and the 
Syracuse group cooperated in a sys
tematized teaching circuit plan. Our 
efficient circuit secretary began in July 
to date up a lecturer for each month 
from October to May with the single 
exception of January. Each lecturer 
spoke at Binghamton on the first Fri
day of the month, then at Syracuse on 
Saturday, Geneva on Sunday, Roch
ester on Monday and finished at Buf
falo on Tuesday. The same talk was 
given at each place. Advance public
ity for the speaker and the summary 
of his talk was in the hands of the lo
cal publicity chairman about two weeks 
before the lecture. Each speaker was 
provided with a detailed itinerary of 
his trip including the name and ad
dress of his hostess for each night, his 
hour of arrival and departure and 
method of travel, extra engagements 
such as radio talks, discussion groups 
or talks before college classes and any 
other details necessary. The traveling 
expenses of the speakers were paid 
from a circuit fund to which each 
community contributed in proportion 

Unity Feast at Opening of Baha'i Summer School, GeyserviUe, Calif,, July 12, 1936. 

to its financial ability. The three lar
gest communities each gave $50 and 
the others less. 

Both the cooperating communities 
and our lecturers agree that this series 
of public meetings was a stimulating 
teaching effort for all concerned. We 
believe that the following are some of 
the advantages of the plan: 

1. None of these communities could 
possibly have financed such an 
ambitious lecture program with
out the help of the others. 

2. Regular monthly meetings over 
a period of eight months sus
tained public interest and com
manded respect. 

3. Our speakers and the subjects 
of their lectures were excellent 
material for good and in most 
places generous publicity. Ge
neva believes that the publicity 
received would alone justify 
their share in the circuit. 

4. The circuit was the cause of 
greater enthusiasm, unity and 
activity in the participating Ba
ha'i communities. 

5. The speakers reported that it was 
an inspiration to them to take 
part in such a well-organized and 
sustained teaching program. Cer
tainly the plan was entirely de
pendent on their generous and 
capable service. 

While the audiences were not 
large there was a notable increase 
in the interest and receptivity of 
the public as compared with past 
experiences. Since the Faith had 
not been presented publicly to any 
extent in these centers, the lectures 
this first year stressed the general as

pects of the teachings of Baha'u'llah. 
In addition to newspaper publicity, 
postcards were sent out for each lec
ture and radio announcements made 
where available. Follow-up work was 
planned and carried out by each local 
community independently. 

The circuit program was as follows: 
()ctober- "The Quest for a Universal 

Religion"—Dr. R. F. Piper 
November—"The World Order of Ba

ha'u'llah"—Mr. Horace Hoi ley 
December—"Security for a Failing 

Wrorld"—Mr. Stan wood Cobb 
January—Public meetings were ar

ranged independently in three of the 
centers. 

Februry—"Revolutions of Civiliza
tion"—Mr. Mount fort Mills 

March—"Spiritual Law in the Mod
ern World"—Dr. Genevieve Coy 

April—"The World Tomorrow"— 
Mrs. Dorothy Baker 

May—"The Promise of All Ages"— 
Mr. Philip Sprague 

IN MEMORIAM 
Death proffereth unto every confi

dent believer the cup that is life indeed. 
If best owe Hi joy, and is the bearer of 
gladness It conferreth the gift of 
everlasting life.—Baha'it'lWt. 

Mr. Myron Potter, Cleveland. 
Mrs. Edyth Blindt Bloom, Burling

ton, Iowa. 
Mrs. Helen Bell, Cleveland. 
Miss Helen Clevenger, New York. 
Mrs. Gertrude Harris. New York. 
Mr. Irving Johnson, Chicago. 
Mr. Charles N. Dible, Los Angeles, 

f Not reported at the time of his pass
ing, September, 1934.) 
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"PORTALS TO FREEDOM" 

By Howard Colby Ives 

This volume is to be published by a 
general publisher, and advance orders 
can be sent to the Publishing Commit
tee at a reduced cost. 

The book will contain about 300 
pages, with four half-tone portraits of 
'Abdu'1-Baha. The first three chap
ters appeared in The Baha'i Magazine, 
October-March, 1934-1935. This work 
by a believer who was among those 
privileged to meet the Master person
ally describes Him vividly in His re
lations with seeking souls. Its pages 
constitute a sincere personal memorial 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha's visit to America in 
1912. 

"Portals of Freedom" records the 
history of an ardent search for, and the 
attainment of, true spiritual freedom. 

List price, $2.25. Pre-publication 
price, $1.85. Orders should be placed 
through local Assemblies and forward
ed with remittance to Baha'i Publish
ing Committee, 1*. O. Box 348, Grand 
Central Annex, New York, N. Y. The 
pre-publication price can be offered 
only for a limited time. 

TEACHING ACTIVITIES 
IN ENGLAND 

In February, The National Spiritual 
Assembly invited Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Bishop to work with the Teaching 
Committee in the new and general ac
tivity designed to increase the number 
of Assemblies in England. The ar
rival of Mr. David TTofman was timely; 
and with the help of these friends, the 
Committee initiated a Teaching Bul
letin in order to draw the isolated 
Baha'is into the National Community 
life, more particularly, by treating 
questions on the Administrative Order 
and circulating the Guardian's precious 
letters. The resiXMise was immediate 
and gratifying for the spirited replies 
also contained lecture engagements for 
Mr. and Mrs. Bishop's national tour. 

Tn London, the practice of featuring 
an outside speaker along universal 
lines, once a month, was abandoned; 
and the program shared by 1 lasan 
Balyuzi Effendi, now acclaimed as a 
first-rate speaker, Mr. Hofman and 
Mrs. Bishop, resulted in increased at
tendance at meetings. Fireside meet
ings were arranged by the Youth 
Group, and by Mrs. Katharine Brown, 
and Lady Blomfield respectively; be
sides, Mrs. Bishop met with Mrs. 
George's weekly study class for inten
sive work on "The Dispensation of 
Baha'u'llah." 

Hasan Balyuzi Effendi, Mr. Hof-

nian, Miss Cansdale and their enthusi
astic colleagues gave a splendid chap
ter of the International Youth Rally, 
initiated in America, but observed 
throughout the Baha'i World on 
March 22nd. 

In April, Mr. and Mrs. Bishop went 
to Devonshire, Lectures were given in 
Torquay at the Theosophical Society, 
before a large audience at the Practical 
Psychology Center. Then at half a 
dozen friendly firesides the Faith was 
discussed with Oxford Groupers, psy
chologists, Theosophists and Anglicans. 
Ashburton held its first Baha'i meet
ing at the home of a resident Baha'i. 
Mr. Mark Tobey had been ploughing 
four years for contacts at Dartington 
Hall, where he teaches painting. He 
presented Mrs. Bishop and her lecture 
before a goodly number in his studio. 
An American-Norwegian home was 
then offered for successive lectures 
with the result that before Mrs. Bish
op's departure, the listeners volun
teered to form a study class under 
Mr. Tobey's direction. Good news 
has just come that interest is sustained ; 
sixteen are faithful through the sum
mer holiday season, while the autumn 
is promising, indeed. 

During the latter half of May, Mr. 
and Mrs. Bishop visited Manchester, 
Bradford, York and Blackburn. The 
latter had its first Baha'i meeting, ar
ranged by Mrs. Geraldine Cooper in 
her home for a fairly large and delib
erately selected group. The Manches
ter friends were delighted with the re
sponse which followed Mrs. Bishop's 
talks at their numerous gatherings. Tn 
Bradford new seekers have attended 
the study class. Subsequently, the 
northern friends were happy to receive 
the visit of Miss Julia Goldman, who 
met the circles in several meetings. In 
June, Mrs. Dora Weeks arranged a 
meeting for the Bishops in Bristol. 
Some contacts discovered by Mr. 
Mark Tobey were strengthened, and 
these, together with Mrs. Weeks' ex
emplary work with the Fsperantists, 
hold high promise for ultimate success 
in Bristol. Tn Bath, the conservatism is 
formidable and much effort will be re
quired, though here and in Glastonbury, 
friendly contacts were cultivated for 
future development. 

In Bournemouth, late in June, the 
friends welcomed Lady Blomfield'and 
Mr. and Mrs. Bishop. Sister Chain's 
and Mr. and Mrs. King invited friends 
to their respective homes for Mrs. 
Bishop's talks. About seventy-five 
knights of the "Round Table" heard 
Mrs. Bishop's address on "The Goal 
of a New World Order": after the 
questions and discussion they gave a 

hearty assent and stood chivalrously to 
acclaim "The New World Order" 
while a spokesman vowed the power of 
their united thought to its universal 
Aim. 

In July, the friends rejoiced in the 
return of Madame Barry-Orlova, who 
had given a glimpse of her teaching 
gift during the Rid van Feast. She 
gave welcome addresses; and, with the 
Bishops, Miss Goldman, and Captain 
Richard St. Bar be Baker she attended 
the sessions of the World Congress of 
Faiths, July 3-18th. Sir Herbert Sam
uel, former High Commissioner of 
Palestine, was privileged to know 'Ab-
du'1-Baha during His latter years. At 
the Baha'i session of the Congress, 
when a paper was read on behalf of 
Shoghi Effendi entitled "Baha'u'Hah's 
Ground Plan for World Fellowship," 
Sir Herbert generously consented to 
be in the chair. The circumstance was 
providential for, had not the clergy
man selected declined because he was 
uninformed of the Faith, we should 
not have had the following dignified 
and forceful words as a preface to a 
brief but accurate history of the Cause: 

"If I should be asked to say which 
of the religions represented here is 
nearest the purpose and aim of this 
Congress, my reply would be the Ba
ha'i Faith. Other religions may show 
how near certain elements of their 
faith are to world fellowship, but the 
Baha'i Community exists for the sole 
purpose of achieving the fellowship 
and unity of mankind." 

Many of the Congress members at
tended the specially arranged meetings 
at the Baha'i Centre, addressed by 
Mrs. Bishop and Madame Orlova. 
These two happy co-workers were 
asked by Lady Blomfield to give the 
Baha'i Message at a tea, which she 
gave for friends, world workers, and 
delegates of the World Congress of 
Faiths. Letters now come from the 
provinces anticipating the visit of 
Madame Orlova in the early autumn. 

New members are recorded in the 
various Assemblies. London has also 
gained; but the friends feel keenly the 
departure of Miss Goldman and Mr. 
F. St. George Spendlove, who is ever 
to be identified with the pioneer work 
which brought conscious practice of 
the high technique of Baha'i Adminis
trative procedure. 

Meanwhile, the Summer School 
Committee has formulated the tenta
tive program for the session to be held 
at Matlock, Derbyshire, August 7th-
17th: 

Feast of Welcome: Readings by 
Mmc. Orlova, Mr. David Hofman; 
Address by Mrs. Charles Bishop. 
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Daily Sessions in the mornings: 
I. Historical and Cultural Back

ground of the Baha'i Faith. 
A. Traditions of Islam and The 

D awn break ers. 
B. The Dives of Baha'u'llah and 

of 'Abdu'l-Baha, by Hasan 
Balyuzi Effendi. 

IT. The Integration of the Indi
vidual. 

A. The Sense of Beauty and 
the Power of Faith, by 
Mr. Mark Tobcy. 

B. The Life of the Spirit and 
the Life of Today, by 
Mme. Orlova. 

III . The Baha'i Administrative Order. 
A. Spiritual Experience and 

Community Technique. 
B. The Will and Testament of 

'Abdu'l-Baha: the Guard
ianship, by Mrs. Charles 
Bishop. 

IV. The Goal of a New World 
Order. 
A. The Economic Order, by 

Mr. Alfred Sugar. 
B. The Principles of World Civ

ilization. 
Evening Meetings; Mr. H of man, Miss 

Baxter, Mr. Tobey, Mme. Or
lova. 

Address: by Mr. E. T. Hall, "The 
Word of God." 

LETTER FROM 
CONTACTS COMMITTEE 

OF GERMANY AND AUSTRIA 

Dear Baha'i friends: 
During the last year we had the 

pleasure of welcoming many of our 
fellow-believers from other countries 
traveling through Germany and Aus
tria. Their spirit of enthusiasm and 
their untiring endeavors were a great 
help to the work of our Community. 
But these highly welcome trips of our 
foreign friends to the German and 
Austrian Centers would be of still 
greater use, if the traveling friends 
could arrange to let us know earlier 
the time at which they want to visit 
the different groups. Our German 
friends in the past unfortunately in 
many cases were absolutely unable to 
arrange a meeting for the foreign vis
itors because the announcement of 
their arrival came too late. 

We therefore ask you kindly to in
form those friends who want to visit 
the German and Austrian Centers, that 
they may announce their coming to the 

German National Spiritual Assembly 
always in time. In this connection we 
also ask you to please let the traveling 
friends know, that the German Nation
al Spiritual Assembly has authorized 
its "Verbindungsausschuss" (Contacts 
Committee) to help the traveling 
friends in any possible way and, if the 
visitors want it, to arrange with them 
their trip through Germany and Aus
tria. Will you please note the address 
of the national "Verbindungsaus
schuss" : care Anna Grossmann, Neck-
argemund (Heidelberg), Hermann 
Goring-Strasse 37, Germany. 

Due to the necessity of applying for 
permits to hold public meetings it is 
absolutely essential that the respective 
centers, in which one of our guests in
tends to speak, be informed at least 
one week ahead of the date intended 
for the meeting. 

We should be very glad, if you 
would give this information to the be
lievers in your community in order 
that the sacrifice of time and money 
made by our traveling foreign friends 
while visiting the German and Austri
an Baha'i Centers may be of the ut
most possible use for the sake of our 
beloved Faith! 

With the assurance of our warmest 
wishes and greetings, 

Yours in the Guardian's Service, 
ANNA GROSSMANN, Chairman. 

TEACHING ACTIVITIES 
IN INDIA AND BURMA 

As the first fruit of the Guardian's 
cablegram we saw the hosts of the 
Divine confirmations descending upon 
us so abundantly that we marveled 
how we were assisted in our poor 
efforts. 

The doors of the broadcasting 
medium were opened for us and our 
dear brother Isfandiar Bakhtiari was 
allowed to broadcast the poems of 
Tahira on April 30, the 10th day of 
Ridvan. Our dear sister Mrs. Shirin 
K. Fozdar was allowed to broadcast the 
Message in English from Bombay 
Broadcasting Station on 23rd May, 
the Day of the Declaration of the Bab 
and the Birth of 'Abdu'l-Baha. On 
the same Day our dear brother Hish-
mat'u'llah broadcasted the Message in 
Urdu from the Delhi Broadcasting 
Station. Mr. Hishmat'u'llah hopes 
that we shall be able to avail ourselves 
of this medium on all the Nine Baha'i 
Holy Days. 

Mrs. Shirin K. Fozdar was also 
assisted to represent the Divine Faith 
at the Parliament of Religions held on 
May 7, 8.and 9 last. 

Describing her experience of the 
Divine assistance Mrs. Shirin K. Foz
dar writes:—"The Baha'i lecture was 
fixed for the 8th and the Cowasjee 
Jehangir Hall was so full that more 
than 300 people were standing. That 
means that there were nearly 2,500 
people present. Once again the Mes
sage of Baha'u'llah was received with 
rapt attention and people applauded 
the whole time. 300 (the number we 
had with us) of those little booklets 
(The Dawn of the New Day) were 
distributed. . . . I think Baha'u'llah is 
giving us ample opportunities now to 
spread His Message." 

Mr. Siyyid Mahfuz'ul'Haq Ilmi 
represented the Baha'i Faith at the 
"All Tndia Depressed Classes Confer
ence" held at Lucknow on May 22. 
Writing of his experience of the assis
tance that he received Siyyid Ilmi 
writes:—"The Conference was held in 
the Gahga Pershad Memorial Hall 
situated in the famous quarter of 
Lucknow, Amin-ud-Daula Park. Ad
mission was by tickets and the rush 
for the tickets was so heavy that their 
sale had to be stopped after the Hall 
and its galleries were filled to their 
capacities. . . . Loudspeakers were in-1 f 
stalled, although their use had to be *' 
dispensed with at intervals. The Con
ference began at 20 minutes past 5 
p. m. and continued till midnight. The 
following religions were represented: 
(1) Buddhism. (2) Baha'i Faith. 
(3) Islam (represented by the follow
ing sects: Jamaat Ahmedia, Lahore; 
Shias and Sunnies). (4) Vedic Re
ligion. (5) Sikhism. (6) Chris
tianity. (7) Kabir Panth. (8) Hindu 
Depressed Classes. 

The Baha'i speech was heard with 
rapt attention. The huge audience had 
become, as if, one great ear listening 
rapturously to the Divine Message. 
Nothing disturbed the perfect stillness 
but occasional applause that involun
tarily escaped from.the hearers. The 
Grandeur of the Divine Faith was 
apparent so much so that even the 
representatives of other religions ad
mitted that the Divine Teachings were 
the only panacea for the ills of to-day. 
Many of the audience requested the 
Baha'i Teacher for his address and 
gave their addresses so that they may 
continue to know more about the 
Cause through correspondence. 


