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I

The first duty prescribed by God for His servants is the
recognition of Him Who is the Dayspring of His Revelation
and the Fountain of His laws, Who representeth the Godhead
in both the Kingdom of His Cause and the world of creation.
Whoso achieveth this duty hath attained unto all good; and
whoso is deprived thereof hath gone astray, though he be the
author of every righteous deed.  It behoveth everyone who
reacheth this most sublime station, this summit of
transcendent glory, to observe every ordinance of Him Who is
the Desire of the world.  These twin duties are inseparable.
Neither is acceptable without the other. Thus hath it been
decreed by Him Who is the Source of Divine inspiration.

(Bahá’u’lláh:  The Kitáb-i-Aqdas, p. 19)

II

Blessed is he who in the prime of his youth and the heyday of
his life will arise to serve the Cause of the Lord of the
beginning and of the end …. Blessed are the steadfast and well
is it with those who are firm.

(Bahá’u’lláh, quoted in the letter of the Universal House
of Justice to the Bahá’ís of the World, Ridván 1982)

III

How great the blessedness that awaiteth him that hath
attained the honor of serving the Almighty! By My life!  No
act, however great, can compare with it, except such deeds as
have been ordained by God, the All-Powerful, the Most
Mighty. Such a service is, indeed, the prince of all goodly
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deeds, and the ornament of every goodly act.  Thus hath it
been ordained by Him Who is the Sovereign Revealer, the
Ancient of Days …. Happy is the man that hath heard Our
voice, and answered Our call.  He, in truth, is of them that
shall be brought nigh unto Us.

(Bahá’u’lláh:  Gleanings, pp. 334-335)

IV

This is the day to make mention of God, to celebrate His
praise, and to serve Him; deprive not yourselves thereof. Ye
are the letters of the words, and the words of the Book.  Ye are
the saplings which the hand of Loving-kindness hath planted
in the soil of mercy, and which the showers of bounty have
made to flourish. He hath protected you from the mighty
winds of misbelief, and the tempestuous gales of impiety, and
nurtured you with the hands of His loving providence. Now is
the time for you to put forth your leaves, and yield your fruit.

(Bahá’u’lláh:  Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, pp. 25-26)

V

O ye beloved of God!  Repose not yourselves on your couches,
nay bestir yourselves as soon as ye recognize your Lord, the
Creator, and hear of the things which have befallen Him, and
hasten to His assistance.  Unloose your tongues, and proclaim
unceasingly His Cause.  This shall be better for you than all
the treasures of the past and of the future, if ye be of them that
comprehend this truth.

(Bahá’u’lláh:  Gleanings, p. 330)
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VI

O friends!  Be not careless of the virtues with which ye have
been endowed, neither be neglectful of your high destiny.
Suffer not your labors to be wasted through the vain
imaginations which certain hearts have devised.  Ye are the
stars of the heaven of understanding, the breeze that stirreth at
the break of day, the soft-flowing waters upon which must
depend the very life of all men, the letters inscribed upon His
sacred scroll.  With the utmost unity, and in a spirit of perfect
fellowship, exert yourselves, that ye may be enabled to achieve
that which beseemeth this Day of God.  Verily I say, strife and
dissension, and whatsoever the mind of man abhorreth are
entirely unworthy of his station.  Center your energies in the
propagation of the Faith of God. Whoso is worthy of so high
a calling, let him arise and promote it.  Whoso is unable, it is
his duty to appoint him who will, in his stead, proclaim this
Revelation, whose power hath caused the foundations of the
mightiest structures to quake, every mountain to be crushed
into dust, and every soul to be dumbfounded. Should the
greatness of this Day be revealed in its fullness, every man
would forsake a myriad lives in his longing to partake, though
it be for one moment, of its great glory - how much more this
world and its corruptible treasures!

(Bahá’u’lláh:  Gleanings, pp. 196-197)
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VII

It is incumbent upon every man of insight and understanding
to strive to translate that which hath been written into reality
and action ....  That one indeed is a man who, today,
dedicateth himself to the service of the entire human race.
The Great Being saith:  Blessed and happy is he that ariseth to
promote the best interests of the peoples and kindreds of the
earth.

(Bahá’u’lláh:  Gleanings, p. 250)

VIII

Blessed are they that remember the one true God, that
magnify His Name, and seek diligently to serve His Cause. It
is to these men that the sacred Books of old have referred.  On
them hath the Commander of the Faithful lavished his praise,
saying:  “The blessedness awaiting them excelleth the
blessedness we now enjoy.” He, verily, hath spoken the truth,
and to this We now testify.  The glory of their station,
however, is as yet undisclosed.  The Hand of Divine power
will, assuredly, lift up the veil, and expose to the sight of men
that which shall cheer and lighten the eye of the world.

Render thanks unto God … inasmuch as ye have attained so
wondrous a favor, and been adorned with the ornament of
His praise.  Appreciate the value of these days, and cleave to
whatsoever beseemeth this Revelation.

(Bahá’u’lláh:  Gleanings, p. 110)

IX

Happy is the man who will arise to serve My Cause, and
glorify My beauteous Name.  Take hold of My Book with the
power of My might, and cleave tenaciously to whatsoever
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commandment thy Lord, the Ordainer, the All-Wise, hath
prescribed therein.

(Bahá’u’lláh:  Gleanings, p. 69)

X

When the victory arriveth, every man shall profess himself as
believer and shall hasten to the shelter of God’s Faith.  Happy
are they who in the days of world-encompassing trials have
stood fast in the Cause and refused to swerve from its truth.

(Bahá’u’lláh:  Gleanings, p. 319)

XI

Blessed are they that have soared on the wings of detachment
and attained the station which, as ordained by God,
overshadoweth the entire creation, whom neither the vain
imaginations of the learned, nor the multitude of the hosts of
the earth have succeeded in deflecting from His Cause.  Who
is there among you, O people, who will renounce the world,
and draw nigh unto God, the Lord of all names? Where is he
to be found who, through the power of My name that
transcendeth all created things, will cast away the things that
men possess, and cling, with all his might, to the things which
God, the Knower of the unseen and of the seen, hath bidden
him observe? Thus hath His bounty been sent down unto
men, His testimony fulfilled, and His proof shone forth above
the Horizon of mercy.  Rich is the prize that shall be won by
him who hath believed and exclaimed: “Lauded art Thou, O
Beloved of all worlds! Magnified be Thy name, O Thou the
Desire of every understanding heart!”

(Bahá’u’lláh:  Gleanings, pp. 34-35)
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XII

Blessed and happy is he that ariseth to promote the best
interests of the peoples and kindreds of the earth.

(Bahá’u’lláh:  Proclamation of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 116)

XIII

O My handmaiden, O My leaf!  Render thou thanks unto the
Best-Beloved of the world for having attained this boundless
grace at a time when the world’s learned and most
distinguished men have remained deprived thereof. We have
designated thee `a leaf’ that thou mayest, like unto leaves, be
stirred by the gentle wind of the Will of God … even as the
leaves of the trees are stirred by onrushing winds.  Yield thou
thanks unto thy Lord by virtue of this brilliant utterance.
Wert thou to perceive the sweetness of the title `O My
handmaiden’ thou wouldst find thyself detached from all
mankind, devoutly engaged day and night in communion
with Him Who is the sole Desire of the world.

In words of incomparable beauty We have made fitting
mention of such leaves and handmaidens as have quaffed from
the living waters of heavenly grace and have kept their eyes
directed towards God.  Happy and blessed are they indeed.
Ere long shall God reveal their station whose loftiness no word
can befittingly express nor any description adequately
describe.

We admonish thee to do that which will serve to promote the
interests of the Cause of God amongst men and women.  He
doth hear the call of the friends and beholdeth their actions.

(Bahá’u’lláh:  Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 254-255)
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XIV

Happy is the faithful one who is attired with the vesture of
high endeavour and hath arisen to serve this Cause.  Such a
soul hath truly attained the desired Goal and hath
apprehended the Object for which it hath been created.  But a
myriad times alas for the wayward who are like unto dried-up
leaves fallen upon the dust.  Ere long mortal blasts shall carry
them away to the place ordained for them.  Ignorant did they
arrive, ignorant did they linger and ignorant did they retire to
their abodes …. It behoveth the people of Bahá to invoke and
entreat the Lord of Names that perchance the people of the
world may not be deprived of the effusions of grace in His
days.

(Bahá’u’lláh:  Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 257-258)

XV

Great is thy blessedness inasmuch as thou hast been faithful to
the Covenant of God and His Testament …. Dedicate thyself
to the service of the Cause of thy Lord, cherish His
remembrance in thy heart and celebrate His praise in such
wise that every wayward and heedless soul may thereby be
roused from slumber.”

(Bahá’u’lláh:  Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 262)


