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F'HC}1\f T'EhERAN TO \.l_()TL\l\J"i\JFHi\11 Ti:IHC!LGlI 
LUHJS L\ N AND EL/,_\{ 

Pr:xSLt? '{(;u hti:H: ll<'.<l-d (if it pctk:.p~: <Wd ~:orn<'. iky )'{><~ rrn1y 
g>> ther<' «-S 1 did with th<'. :'i-:l.!rn-; vag~<~: n<:;h:m~; (>( it~; gt-;}grnphy, 
!!:~; Hskny, its vi:titi<'.t< ;::_:::J ih cnknre 

lf. you h.v{'. noi; aBBDciatt<~ it with /:<;;:<:,;i.s.te:, w!lh thnid ;<~id 

E~ther a.nd Cyni:; and fhr.bs. ;:tnd .Kerxes and f-fr,;-,:;1,;n~!ll--Rasdiid 
and H:~fz ;md On:;ix Khl-YY'H" ;ti\d Il;<h:ibm, yuu h<'-Y':; lk<tfd ;_~j 
kast of itii ch«tr::;. 

Sv yoti w) to f'er'.3h. asc·;:ndiq; th<'. gn:<l-t tnmmtai:~ pfah'.<l-H frorn 
H<ighbd in dw w1:st ur from Pahkvi ln the: twrtk \';>t1 travd 
fr:>: days over ;, stony barru1 rnnrE~i.:iinm:to ui~miry, ~n.kri'p('.r:wd 
cdy 0CC<l-$iNiJ11y by km--n~~ ;rnd viibg«~; fmminK rn1se; m: « pbt<?an 
of from thre<: fo kn_ thDn~:and hx·L \'o;;_ ('.:~com;ter wrN<'.hed vil
bgc$ 0£ ~,tHH:lriul. m x;;nd brides; y<m h:d few l:ii:>teh wh)/;_ 
·wt;dd !!<'. <:b%ed i-:vu:t <c> su:cx:d mt<-: ~n _Ei.m:>p<-: or Ami:rk;1; yo;: 
s;oi£fo:r frn:m iffkm:<'. cold ixi wix;ter and fr(:rn :;;;(:n;hi.ng heat <'1 

swmH<T; .and yon a.rt mcw:d w wurn:kr in wh::t t!w diann of 
Pen.fa ~'orn;isis, The:;., grndmd.!y a.nd iinp<~n<~ptihly, in spik d thi:: 
a!br.1;ce d the ordinary wrdorb uf li k, the chann nf tk <-oi_m:ry 
enY1.d01;:;.. yo~.i ~~:~ ~;;,ihdy and <'-'> sikntiy a'> <l. L;:,td<:;n fr,g-, 

Th::: sight of th>c Y<!'>t hm·x<'.n_ mmmbin_ rnx:;v:> vA!idi. rea.r thdr 
heads (rv';~r <-vuy p;i.r! cf di<:. great Pr.rn~;rn. pkik<l.U brings :ln the 
<:nd <~t1 ind.d~nahk ix-ac{'. ti> the s.onL Their lv>~dy pres1.cnce be, 
crnrn--::> ma? cf the mos.t readily r:::c:.>gnit~<bk ekments in the 
fo»dn.ation which the C<Nnti:#':"&'l~iwth u.:e;dsd- ovei'. vNL _,:;;<:>---·. ,_-_-:'--'-- .-

l~~ / :'··);:;,\..._._, \ 

(:\! s 't~)q 

\£Bi~1:~~~;; 
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V/k':l('.t; prr:c;;<0~d:> tl-k f>t::<'nLi.1· :;;:di \.= i ib >rn>nc:t<n{n.b Hi;::;;u,, 

c>fon ;">f n<!ki;-d muwit«i:::~;? )>.:Ly it niA lk wrndhinr men: di"-~' ;i. 

fatfoHnl '.dt'N th<:st lkn·: th i<p<:.~Hk:: l:i U:<:- :wd '8;·; n:,;(:gnit:!·; =~< 
d"J.e f;<'.!Wr;Jl<i>JK\;t ,;:,i: th!; f\;r:;i~tn phd(·<:<: ;i, r<'.gion <'.mJlpct.r;ib\~ in 
hk.•i}' :::<:·t;p~'(:(S to dt«i: cx:e<~ ininhikd by <;tir A1y:w <<t<iChkir:;? lf 
@is bH $(3 wt find in P!~~':>i.>, >lC<,~;>;·ding-iy, $ct.ii::. fa;:d0n fox .an <Wt' 
dd • tJ.OstJ!gfa, 

\Vith}1fr dfarni <:if ks i'.«<i:imJ $Ctn<'.!'}' there is i.m!t-d a p>l<:l: of 
'~~:<ccj;l:i<:n:i«!btd·esr Hd >l ;~HT:><:·nt cf HK highe3l kpnrt;i,n<:t in the 
p;AitkiH:tnd tfo; :fotun, ;;:,f tL; \frJdk F.a:;t. }\•r:oia h;,:ts C<>rd:dh:~te<J 
to the world :rn:>re diver;,;;- Hr:.d nm:ic'rous rdigions thi$tJ perhaps 
any other cmrni:ry, J:fr;·;,~ ?<.itOci::<tric<d:m·<. v.--a~ dey;;.J,>ped, wmaln~ 
bg within hsdf ~m1k llf the m<iM: import>int demcms d ChrbA 
tlar!iiy. Hu·;:: kfollt;:d:;;rn, \fanitbi·:i~m, M~izdaki:>ni, Shi'ism, >l:ld 
B;.ih<:i:$m, <dl had tU:ir beginning-t<. 

Pers~-a. wa:> prGhahly <:dS(> the vrigir~<tl hmn-c: <;f c;(:nh~ of our 
must C(ii"lrm::.m ir:::.iti: and fhwtn;, and it is indnhit<'.bl~'. th<:t tu 
f\~:~·ia ~1~<·. f:n_g;Ji3h ~anguag(· t)V,:'~::s $;~(:h '.>~</Ord.!} i:f:; rvs-e~ jaB~nh:t .. 
lih:;c, n<~:tc:i:>:>i%, pe~ch, a$Jl-<l.rngu$, ::<pinach, NB.n.g<·., (J'f)tht<. ~:~.usk 
and ix:yrtk Ofr{::r <;ornmGn E:ngti::ih W(irds ikrived from Persian 
"~., nn;n\· r<:l.f'idi&e ''""l.nX'5·' i-ki> hn":;-v·" i·~,-.o,-,., ·~z'i~e ,,.,,,_"$." ,. .... .., ~ .f.:>··· ·> . .;'' < • • > :.:- ..... ·> • • -~'( • .,. ..... r" .. ' ".?~ ··c.-...:- . .- < ...... ~ .1;· ·: ....,....,..:,, ..... $}'$ 

tLTker, di.t?l-?l, jd--:;p, km~m, sug-~u·, ::.:<tt<'-V<rn a.nd cai-;.i.y;~,:1.~ernL 
It w;.1~; i~: Pt:tda drnt thi: t"'.~~·«te:>t unpire of th.0. a.r~cknt world 

k<d iL$ tixig?r:, that of: Cyrrn; Hie Grt>1! ( 559,523 ic c). It '<Vas 
h~'r<'· tt,,.,.; J)",.,;,,1 '"'l<ll~~,-<,,,,l. <i·f <-)3,<• ·1:\;: .• i,., 'i' <>•><i ·;,. """'" .;:,;,.··i·c "j>,"".;., • ,..,. ){ }( - "•···~·"y( ).)..' , ... •,.. \,) . .,..,, . ).o ·V •,.. ...... t .. l r '" ._,.._~ _._5_ 1' t'>.· •• A~>..•'.{! . ..,.~ ,.,..(~ 

fr:H X~:x :S('.t< >.t~1rkd Ht hfa long jo: . .:r:nq having for .it:> ;>bi(·<'.t thc
conqHef:t Gf (;r<;~::;,x·~ 

Fto::i: th<:.' <:.~>lrh::>i: V'ti\xl ~:>f hiMnr~c <!mu' d10 <:0:.wuy b.a:;. bcdi 
" hrk1g-(; k·t\'hc<::n di<: r~,i- .b:st 'l<i.d i:he Mt:di.krr,w.CaJ; wo:ld, atn:1 
tiYJay ifo s,rt rqn«t;tnts ;w an:<tig>~.m cf F;35krn ~wd \Ve:>t<.CH! i.n· 
ifot:ncP. Its (<'~p:h h<hY· i;e<e~n H·.n<.>wnui froni frn:t(Jtt tim!·::;, .. aB 
;d>.<'.; ii~< r.i(.h io:1il1;;s, Even as bug <'lf'.G ;i.:x th(: i:im(~ (,£ cksskd 
Grcec<.' th<.: hr:•:ury of ib; Persian Cc·HU w<rn pn:n·('.:·l>hL 

Its ardril(·:ctrn-e h repr,;;s<·ni:<:d hy !he Achmrnenian p;i.b;::e~ at 
1:\:·:nqxAfa of tk: ,>;)::>!h ;md frfth u~ntnxi1:s <L e:,, by the Sd iuk awl. 
J\:h:mgolbnikling:; ovhkh lk i;cntat-:d ;;.;ver iis n;xthern txt;nt, tmd . . 

hy H:e ~et\:HlJ:;;;nl:h-<'<'.!i:hry S1? ;\vid p;;~hn:?l 'rnd m<isqrn:'<i oi 
fap{tforn, fn fa(;-, fr,,. ;·:vu·y p<,riv:i A k~ ncu.b\: hi~,!.<:;ry <L;n 1:> 
f!rc?:>erved <:;>m;~ ?;triE:i1r mu-;;c,fr:d t>i: in-:::::~<s; }(; ~h;·; ;'::<ri(!=.F, i"t:~ '<''· 

cler. 
St:=:td:~~g~c..:~n.Y':< fh>~ t(.•~J::~tty h:~s i>L:y(~d .:~ ~:=~~>i·.~~h:~:~ part in -~h~::: h~s

tory ;:d the wNU fr,r men'. !k;:i. h~'<~ tki~<:>;wd Y~':trs. .L:; Wt':;i:un 
hntth:r:> represu:u:d th· :!.imh>. uf ';;:;:i<f"?st oi (:'<'Ul th·: n:ighy 
Roirnrn Empire. It~< Mongul si.ilh!b V;'<':!'C t::(2ilrt!·d in d;1~'. d>~t~ 
teenfo and fomttenth cur(i:n-i('" hy di;;; pn>::.d<·.m n.:cin;:i.u:h; (/ 
Eurvp<'. as po&&1Ue ;:dh:?l ;igainst tlk S«tm:uis, the:·'- :~11 po?ls<:·~:~<i(m 
of !J«: }Jdy City :,:>i: J ui.Eikm. h<: .f\:r:;ia;:; ;.'nkr~;, tb-: :~>fos\,k 
hemme the ;;-;h_ied. of. di<~ :>dk:ii:ati.c;:::; ~A frt \Vi::;t <=g;i,i;vt th<;: 
Oi:kn:an Turk:> h die ~:ixt<::enth and :->1;;v1,;nL:>;;nth <"('.fft;,;rk~,, ·b 

the nind:f<;;nth and B.t dk 1K_ginning <)f di<· ! wenti.cth C<'irtu·y the 
cowib:J be<'.;une one nf the n:n$t iWfKnfo.ni p;t>'ms in ·th;;; sh:-uggk:: 
hd\1.=<:en the Rthsimi imd Pdl:ish E~:::p~res for f>os~-<:<:sio~:; cf ilk 
.\-f.iddk LJ.sL Ahhcugh this <ilrn.ggk, with th·: pn:o,.:rnp;,:.tin:1 of 
Soviet Hn,~~!n. in its interm:.1 nphuil<:Lng. kt:; for the fall<'. he~ng 
ceasd in pvsse.ss the arntt <"hara.Net ·whi('.h. it once a?ls\_;rne_d, it b 
;>n<· whi::;h may wd1 nq.Jpear sem!·: day in one- form in' ;::,nether, 

\Vodd faerahrre has ff.;~tivi:d a gt(-:<'frt herit<tgt frnm the 
Persian poet:;, Sa 'di, :l:Jafo> .and Fin:htisi, th.an it h;~:; f:rrnn .any 
other Or£ental Milnc(:, white the (]l.!<l.tt<tiH:> i>f Ormr K.hayy«m bw'. 
bei,xmrn <.tn inipcri~.hable p<in vf Engbh li:~~rahirt:, Ma.ny of th 
Ar;ib-1'<<'1~ Nights <tr<'. fre work of Penhn. Ktvry+dk:rs and one d 
t!K .mo$( xwtabk of !ht dia::acters p>nrny<::d in ihoi;P. Nl!Jhls, 
Ha.n>un--a:l-1<.a:;.chid, w<:3 horn B.nd died iit Persh. Indeed, Pernht1 
cultnra.! infhwnc<) ;i.i die C<.;W'i of !he C;:diphafo <ot Baghdad W<ls 

for many yearn f)M;wwunt ctl'.Hl ;*Il·prevaiting, 
'.fnday, t'.er:->b n:pn:s1;:nts tlk haH\'lay hoi:we httWi."('n Tuxhy, 

which is bdng rnpi<.lly W('.Stl'.rnir.ed, and. l>fghanistc:n, in prirnxiive 
is<.>latien, fo ftw wun!ri<·.& t:>f the world. have c.ustonrn with tra· 
<litbns ;A thm.:$and:.; i:d ye;:;n; :been perpettMkd so midi.angeJ as 
in }\;rni<i;- yet frw ('.O~:nti-1es t>.xfo.y arP. widtrgnhig so rapid --~ 
trand(ffrn<::.!.lon d Hif.·ir ;,:mdrnt w;::.y::;. This r«vGhitkm .i:; und<'.t 
l ' ' ' " \ l v > '·i . i ) ' ' t w 1W<jnratwsi nf a &<l,::t :t w.-w i.s rn:<i~ oi t :ie HJ(lc>;t a.1)fa>iute rmcr:s Gl 
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.Lk~<:1k, the j;,;y,;).f;)\ the Cbr~:>tian G< t:k Zon.n<;Lht: f<EiiL The 
G<:tH;i,n travi:::ler, \Vagnn, :·d;;de;; th.:;tt k T.:iJ;;·i.::: in bi: bst <:::e~
l.llr}' "tl-H; ):>rMtb,; ef tlk; ti?rnp:':><"«<:y Hi<i,nic>g\: W<;.<; w fm: a::eepkd 
<:N·1i hY Cht'htkn;; tL;t ii: wac; n0t ti<K:Jmi:nc:;:; L:>r :F::;rq;:;;.::.n rtd· 
i:k:js•frx:;pi~hn:HY•donikikd tfo:ri~ t;; cn1"ltt:>d ::;~;=.;h ::::::ir:-i;;<g-6 with 
Nbt\"wfa.:1 <Jid:>tfan "><><m:;;;n in th:: pru:=;;~<;c(: d the Ntstvd.::.i1 
ck<.·ty. Jt ;~, highiy prbhthk Hnt the fo$tlt:Hh;~i of fat M11p-:)rn:ty 

~-,o:;ir>'bm:'. in "l\·;';;h ,.ijfr'h fr=·~ tl<"' U>''"'}t·'vv·::>ri ;" "l''' ·~ 0 i··:3; ""''~: .. '"'.'°'~. •· .. :- . · .. · .-·(..;.;. \·}"· .. ~:·· ·.""· ·</ ,.., .•• {_.~(.->,,.,;..~, .... ( ~)( ~ ~ ...... V<.•\..{,o.~ ( .( ..... ). 

gion, fa ;;;: r<:·li<'. ;>f nn institi.1tinn cou:uninmm with ('.Mly Z:>rna:>·· 
triZ::d$:t\ or ptrh:;..r;:> «;f an e¥tn u1dier pi:rbd, 

fa <tddition ti.> thu=;-: difftrerH-:<:C:s which !n'-'t div!<:kd tlw Shl'as 
~,:;d !h<'. :::;,_m:+•;, p;:;dup:; the n!<)<:l: irn.port::;;t di::;tirn:tio<:< kh-V«'.f.n 
tiw two :;r.cts, othu tkm th;:::i d' tht <:::ontrovere>v over l\lohmn.· 
r:-:.uF;; byrhr! sw,;;x·;S.S(ir, lins bu'.:1 drnt kwin~ t() rh~ 'Nlth the «mm. . 0 ... 

dation of nnv 1·dig?Grn; tenets. For the Sw:ni~:, th!: Koran and the 
'>«i,>,:dkd trndii(;)x;c; or Sayings vf th:: t-'t;>fih~t, ;:u lnv:cq;n:ti:d by 
th: f:·:>:;x onhod<:>x St:nnik Bd:Hxil&·····the Harn::P:, the M«.!!ld, the 
.Sh.;i.il'i and Hi<'. LfanbH~;J.re the lh:il ;i.othoritks :1cckpted hy 
tb: ubiw, or n:~igkti$ i:;~;1dHxt;. Tht:: Sk'n. faith h<:.;S iuhn.itted, 
kJ1-VIO:H:r, « rnrnJ:. gr<:<Uer (kp·et d ±k:-::foifo:y ~«id <>d;1ptati.or;. i11 tht 
~·<:'cognitiN; of 1h1: rig-ht of the fiWftahids, or hif.;he<;t <hgnit:i!'l<:S d 
('l· '>· .. . ' ·' I' ' · ··' u ::>n\ to prc:::o~.:nr,:;;: !l<'.»r r.ntmtrntirnb Gt ~·eiig·i(;i.w trnth~. Tlrn:;, 
the ~':;;indi: 1E:>H th,:il: th(; lbJ.H.:Hjtikd, or Ga-t;·: cf r:~:(bWM, has 
IH:·{,:~. ;::l;>i~(·:d. with th<;; h<ng d th<'. Trn<Ltions G:f thr. t-'rnphi~t by 
its i'Gw· ;>r:h<:,;j_o:'.<: sd'.H)«h. Tlw Shi'.a:;, 0;1 tlk o-ther han::t rm.th; .. 
ta.ir: drnt thr~ 1hb, or G<rk, is '.>tin op(;:;. ;w<.l th<>t iwv/ ~"~vebl:!m::.s of 
divfrk tn:di rn:>y k: made. Thie; theory, hKkkn!:aHy, gaye rise to 
tL: >kvdc:pnknt of ):fabism ht the b:~t (\cn!ory :,:nder f:w .\n<;drnA 
ticn of th<: Bah wh<..> cfainKd thd h<'. '<Ya~; a ne'<-V gate whkh'· ha.d 
Ix'.;'n Of/.:Hul. hy G(d k•r t!w p:idan,;;;; i3 man wider ldam. 

'Thr:.'. muifa/cid.:;, Vih«i may b•~ <:e>rntmrd to <> C<:>!fog,;: of C;:;.rdi~ 
~:;i,!s, haw: no counkrnart h dk ~kd of tlk S<rnnis. Th::Se hivhest • ' ~-= . -··-- ', · r · ' · 1> • • ~:>>H ·a ( 1!;-:ut:.\ncs n1 . r.r$.;a '>N\'.:·e formcriy muned hs the tm{.f ta/tids 

f · 1 ; • . ('1 •, ' , .<: ., • v A ' l' 
1) t:e. f:o:y ,.?. u ': ot:;'~ <Ji .;\<:~.:o, m ;.tnq hnt: :n~;>t•:c re<~tntiy, tirnkr 
the Bpm!: of nai:l<irndis.rn, <wi1wnty for tht-lr appoini:mtnt in P!?:r, 
skf bas ht,m tmnd'<::rrtd to the nnt}tdii.d.~ aH:i.cb:d to the C>:>ikge 

RELIGIONS .i\FTEE ZORf)ASTER 

d Sq>Z::b~·d.::i.r in Teht<<=rn, iX>ntn>i i//t: whkh W<>~' <:'(·.~<k:d in th<: 
M\:),ie>try oi Fdun:ti:J<< ~n. i '.>3 L 

Their <nd·io<ity, k·w~;':/~:r, <iu:kr th: r&gim<; <;f R<:'.<'.:l ~jh::.<.h 
.Pd:l.evi hi,s l>etn r;;,d.i::;.dy dv:n::. S=J <<H·pcw<:rhi) w>l.!< :k,rn:i:dy 
ih:·ir infr.<l:<::re ·(hat tb{:y did n:.>t h:::>ibk tc• (>fl);/>i>(·: Lh<·ir :rntk!<~y 
t;) the Sb.h. fo ~f.90 tht ·'fob<:<:-::::o c:.:)iKts<c:;\ <\(('(n:<kd ~))' N';sr,. 
fd.-J)!n Shd1 to the Hdti::;h b<d t<> be H:rniirn:ttd iou:>r,;in<;nJy 
O<..=-{~ng tD the oppo~i.tion urotti:·:d by th~~ n·i·< . .:./t~-:hid.:< ~>5'.h(: p~~unr:Hn .. ~·:~~:d. 
!t ::::ontrary to h!~m. fo 190/ il y,;;~f <cv<c:; ~;rovdtd by th;': snprk· 
rnentary hindatn('.tltd law <2f th: 1'.mpirt inipbiicn.tLg HK (:on·· 
Hltution th.::.t fiw: ·m%fiahid,\· "hmU hTv:-: ·iht tight i:;:f ~-,;t::>i~<g ail 
kgisii.i.d<:m of th<;; iW;vly 6id:>li:Shd \foj1ie whid: rnight k:o intu· 
prtted as oppo:;ed l:;) the :;pk\!: of hhm. l:fowi:v1:r, Uili;. :;xtrnorA 
dinary fhWG· wa~~ n.<'.ve f(>nmdly exu·de('.d: t»ving t~> die fa.iii.BT 

to sdu:t tl:h~ fi.v«. mujfohJ;f.,, who shou!d be givcn. this i'ig'ht <>f v;':H>. 

fo. 1925 the mHjfohids l;:,t;t df.i:ct:ivdy rn;:::;L fo1:ir po<v::t klt wb·:n, 
')n !h. gTcmd that the intrndw:don rd a. tqmbh; .in l\:rsb, W>l.!< 

centr;l.ry ti> I:;tarn, Lhi:y s:.iccessfoHy !:ll.">'/:.B:i:r?d tht plan:::. (:Irt1:1 · 
l:ai:wi fr; ib.t (".nd hy the Primt fvlkistcr wlw iiU!.>stqH>3.'.nl:iy nnd<c 
hin:;;df c;lw.k Siwx that fow: H;::w. Shah Pahkvi hZ::s ~,!J(:C<::eded 
l:n d!illknging th.tit' puwer :ind, by dow degret:;, in dhxtivdy 
e<:Jthing th('.ir p;a:;;,::;wunt inflH(:HG<'. ·<,d:en; aH otlwr mcn;.i.:\:JLS h: 
nwikrn ti.me,; had sigm\l!y faibi h ;1 like !?Hd:;Z::V'J<'. In th=::",. 
efforts foe Shah has ken pmwrfo1iy s1x:mded hy nw=:km L$~ 
to:dtB.i <kvdcprnrnt:>, not kast vi whh:h h<:s b«e<. the di3:ipp<;~Jr~ 

s.nc;;;, .s!H>.:<; tkrn w~x, r..:i the thrtat ;':;f TurkH: <<ggrt:;s~on and th;': 

O)n,~<'.(jy<-nt dbapptaranct vi th'~ >)rigLal r=;<.hon d'Nr1 for th<: 
~d.opfo:m d the ~;hi'11 fahh a.s th(, n.atiorn<1 rdigi=J~< of Petsia by 
t:hf Sdus~d.s. This d<'.Vebpt:;('.!).t> ;::iottowr, ha<; -:::cih:ddd wdi 
the farger tendency ;>n ;1 vw~M ;:;rn:te to strip the $:ipen<iitiow; ap-
pam<ge$ ot rdiglon from lifo ;:ud to substii:rlk lh<-sefor the rn:k 
D f re;:ison, 

O:f the ''iwG <md ~ewnty jarring ~tct'.i" of .r~.kmi, Hw nm:>t 
notB.hk, whkh ha:; taken rfae i;.~ modern times frow fh<i SM'a s~d 
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ha'> bt?l?J1 ihat of :Baha.ism >l<i<l it~ i:m>_w.u~v::sr, 1khbm Accn:rd, 
fog to fhf~ nK,st eminrnt sH:d<:.nt t.>l' i:h<; tii:ttr, t-'t;Ae.';~C<r Browne, 
Bable>tn, ir1 b~ nriginal and primh!\;e fo:·r.;1, r,;;pr.;;5<'.nfrd a Shi'fon:i 
nfthe mo,;t e~•;aggernJi::d type. Her<'. therl? h sp;lt.i;) to sh~tch mily 
!n the !:>riekst H:!«~mer tht dtvdq::r::;;~~=t of these mcvi:xn.c:i.ts, dfa·· 
foir:fort c;nwng cre;;~d;-; given. birth to in Pt<&ia. hy their iiprtad. eve:::i 
t<; Enrnpe and. th•;) l.Tnited Stz.ks. 

Mir:.'.a A.H 1:kihammed, the Jhb M Gate, wa« horn in 1820 <.<t 

Shirnz. Afkr rectking a scom< tc?w.:atka::. h<:: proceed>::d io NeJd 
whi:rt he Hcn:<iined ~ J<'.<lt ;:.d the shbe of i\h ;lad -the:e !wc>ln:Hl 
deep1y iix:bmcd witli tlk $pi.rh 0£ his me:>?>iadc mis:::ion., kt::turn·· 
;.ng to Skraz he prndaJmed him:;cH in :(8:j-4. as tlk .B:il:.;, or G;sfo, 
tr.> the kn<iwblge of th>:) hidden o:r twdJth Im;lt.::L 

\Vhh the most astonishing mp1dity there sp:i:<'.ad over 1:\:r~,fa. 
rewgnii:ion 0£ the Bab's daim aint:mg <::ven Hk moH k;<lnt>:cd mtn 
of hbm. \Vith th•.:: <~xten1'k:n of hi::: influenc<'. thre WilS a <:<)r:re·· 
sponding expam:k;n d the prd{:Ht>:iont> ptit fox ward on hdrnl f of 
the H:ih w·ho, in the i:ye1' or hh fi:dowe).'$, q_Hkk1y became ;:i:1,:kn.0wl, 
edgt:d a~> the twdiih Imam w1w had r,;.c-m,~rgtd fr.nm his kmg 
ron<'.('.idment as the :Mahdi or <kliv<?r-tr oi th;~ '«<«>rid. 

Sinr:-c recognitfo~, nf the Hv!Hg· existtnc<: d the twdfth Jrnam, 
in who1'e ptr5<.1H theri? wct·1;: u:dx)did, t(mfonnabk with the Shi'a 
faith, both spidtmd and kmvwa! fl\)Wfn>, ('.Gnstitnfrd a Jiw::t 
drn.!kng:e to the B;uthority M the Sh;lb, r.<?r.:n~ssiv(: me>i~urcs W'frn 

s<wn institt~t;;;d ag.;iinst th ;1dht:rents (;f ihi::, !kd), S::> great was !:he 
>'.eal of thu;.e fohiwen HrnJ impottan! !n:;tirre1,~ti<m~< hroke ont: in 
Khornsan, in },J;:i:;,;S.n.<krnn and fr1 Zinjan again1't th'-l gnvem
tnrnfa.1 ~wthority, wh!di were: (mly pm down with th<'. grf.:".ate;;.t 
diffi;;;i.<lty. As Prnft::>?K>r })rowne has n:marke<l, tn'.:.i~ nf tht rnost 
prnfound effect<; i>f the <lr>s.matic repte:mnt«tfon.;; of !:he pa,;sion nf 
Hi;@ein ''fos.s hr.en to cn.:3.k .among the Persian:> « Yvkklv diffo:sd 
:-crifotdasm for martyrdom" which was never more (:~knt>ivdv 
not moni mfl:m;;.fasth;;i.Hy manlfeskd. than it! the bold. ddi.anct of 
tht g0vetn)'tj:ent by th<: Bahls in the assw:ion of thdr prhdpk.~ 
of faith; Th{sw;ands marched fo Hdr deaHi nmfo:r drr:mtlsta:ne<~ 
{\f the. gn·..ate:>t heroism, as ~'<~i'.on.led hy C0m1t Gol)foeau fo his 

Rdi[jfo:~,>1: d .P}n'fo·~<~j;kk4· ~fo:il.i (:/:Ld~- C(Jifr<ih', F\n;~H:y, in l850 
' .. ,l' ' ' F >' {i!ily six y;ar~ ~<Her th<: ,;:.;:~nm.HK=:xo~:;1t rn '.:".: nraz; <::t tnc .. ><'-,) t 

mb$km, the Ihb Hn:t~tlf nKt ::kath. und.u- h!jrUy dni>natk dr,. 
curn,;fane'.;'; at Tc:.hr!:t. J-1is :follow(:t;'; :vy~'.r': ~:veywhtr:: prnscrihd, 
kmted. dnwn, inrprb;w:d ;)t <'.X<':=,~U:;·:d m:;d the Bah',; rd.igi<::n it;di 
barn::.i'd., 

Htkfly, i:b: 1:hh daimed ibi hi:;; H.'."t~~~:ttion rep;,».c5nitd <l.$ g;o;-;:it 
<!i:l <t(ht<!nn~ Q»<:'f the Kornn ;:t:; d:e Kornn had <.1Vd' l:h<'. G<i?OV'.!e> ax:d 
;12~ th<:-. (;u:;pds had over the Old ·rdian-i(:nt, ·with hirn?wH <W th 
"l\.:ih:t" of the dhin<'. mtrnlfi;~.t>::.ibn, !:k'.r<? wN't B,~wd<.::;ted ;~k>i:i~ 

him eighteen tdkrs whi Bfode up the en:ariations i'.if God, ~he 

rinmher nlw;:h~Nl <'.Om«<1~1<?x:dy aup!dng ;t rnysdt;ll cha~;:t;:tG, 

Thus the Bah ::'.«lfndar w>i> tf.;, ~x;r~s1st of nindN:n mcuthi< ,')f 

nineteen ;;fay:~ rndi, all re:::sonal dfocts w<::::'.('. to b: ck~,:ig•sl 

every !1inet;;;1~n yea.rn <;r:d <lil f\z.b famHks W<'.rt to entertSn nin<:~ 
tetn guests <:vt:ry niridet:i days, 

The nhi<'.k<'.a d.ivh:i:: being~ repres<:Min;.; th~ divine mad fost:,i· 
don. Wet<'. to be rerngni2ed and ho;rnr<'.d ;1bove aH other habi>:, 
Tht5('. would <:ontro! <tnd direct the Stat<~ and rei:dw twenty per 
cent of Hk !rn:rnne d other Batis. 

Uptm Hi<'. <h•.th of the B~h, the stHX<'.~;;;or n.;mid by him, Mfrz<l 
·Yahya, wai; re,..:ognizd as tk >'Hfirtrne head of th0 tl<lhis tmdl hi~ 
;<nth,;)t·ity Wi!S t:ha!kngui ~,ox!H: year::: after by his haJHirother 
and srn!or, Mtrza ffo.ssdn Al! Hakt'ulfah. 1hth of thi:m 1m;d 
rr..mowd in 1863 t:o Ha;.;hrhd, In th.at yf.:"~r, at tb.c rN1w::::t Gl the 
Pernfan Govermnetit, ih<:- T:.<rkish Covernmenl- di':pmfrd !xith to 
A<lrfan.opfo vAii:t<: fotn~ or.:nixred th>~ schisrn, ~:<~f:nih1.gly inevitable 
in all rdigkm:>, hetween the foHowei·s ,>f 1Jin<i YaJ-.ya and of 
Bdut'tslhh wh.kh resulted. ln the !-:d<ih!)_,,hnv.mt of lhhnhm. fo 
1 &iK, to prevtr~t diso:rdet indd('.nt to the division hetwu~n th('. 
Ki.b~~' the Turkish Ci)V<'.nw:~>ent <\ep:)rttd Mirza Yahya and hi:> 
B«hi folfowe:rn l:n Cyprns, whik 1hha'u1hh <ind the Tfah«:is were 
removed to A'~re in Syri<t 

The Bnhfo soori &;;.appeared as <tn dfei:tive religious m.ove~ 
rne:nt., hut the lhr~<,is, the bdttr E> s1>p1xirt die d<.<tms of thdr 
teade:r, lbh;s.'dfoh, to the dtk d HJ<~ trne <md rl.ghtfd leader of the 
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v~:::,~nt so f~f d.$ t~) (~:nrh~~~.:..~Gr t::_s ~it~pprf::.:; t~h(:-. :t1t:;-rattH\::: 

of Ikhif-m <lnd ~<G for to <li:>t;);\ the trnc hk· 
~>f the l:hh <~:> l/i rdq~<=t<? hir:; tc ;::.:; infr:<in;- posi·· 

lhh./dbh, rmhr:g· l:bi a. hrd ,')f John frrn 
.,,.,,.,. .. ,."'"'"''' 1)f fb:: trrn~ q>irirna.i hNd, l\ib: At• a doe 

d:;;v,;;k1pirknl: of :·digio::u frl b?. dLt,int f>ac;t 
cif dw extrui:t(': 1e:gdis tn Y>hidi 

dtiYil\~· rn«.n. tinn tht:: hi:sto:y and dev1:1.op-· 
Aith>:igh wdl r;Jd by !h· I~.evn\'nd VJ. 1\L 

}lf.ih~;..;\n.~=- the d<'.~~P ;;f~;rdfica:n~~e cf J.):)ttot 
Mflk:::'1i e~p<:<;=n:·e elf th <·h~\.:~H:(?ry <ii:!(cr:.dhg di(' founding of 
Ifo.hai:mi, for tlh~ 1ittldy M th~~ odgin ;)!' n:hgki~s, wrmU appear fo 

h;pe tsop:;;d thi~: c;choiady miSBi:m;:,ry cf the Pt:;;sbykr·~a.n Cb.m:h 
in l\·rnfa.. 

C.<r~ens!y <'.n<>i.igh, tk'. or:lgin;;iJ rn<:!vtrntnt, HahLm, h«.s 1ww 
almost co:npletdy di,'Ufip«<::::d ;rnd lhh;;d;;rn which, like H<:bism, 
rk<:.~i\il.'.ne! at (>ne fox:<~ in the la:>i: century to iKcvn1e (.::[ grto.t 
t>tn;i;gth m:d i)::flti<:t:c<· in Persk, ha.:; l<.>:>t lib~\vise its id:lrn~m:i; in 
th·.: hurrh: of itt> ed6:i, 1.\xhy h :;nrvives >Eri;)ng a fow Fu:::<:!pe<:~;.s 
and Amn:i.e<:)::~;, It ~" dn:~; at ;)n(·e i;::.>th th: fa!:~'1't 2..nd pe:::hips at 
the :1;:,m<'. tim·~ th:~ hsi seri0i1~; rdig~o% mov;:~rn(·nt tc ,,~i:lrn.r,ate from 
f'ersb and .. \d;::. v»hr:re all frH·: '>'l<w\f:; rd!gion:; have ken Bpav,,ned 
:nd wher:, l:in~v lk:.t my'..;tkbm an:1. icbdi;;rn an: bdng :>~:ppfankd 
>)y tnaknabti<: conu~pth)n;s of bk, t(·a;;::.n. is h<~nidiing UYm;. 

nKn'" minds jim:s ::x:d <knm:is, and ;:,x:gds 41' wdI a:s g::>ds; 

CH the rdi1~·!mrn Gi' th,:; wodd whkh ha\'t h:d theix wttnx·:s in 

P1:r&i;i,·--~Mith:·ai~<ni, ?\;r:)a:;trbni,,n:, Mazd;J;,i:;m, Mankh<?.\1im, 
Shi'fam, lh.bism 'ind Hahai~;rfr····.there ;\:;rn;i.!n;, onh: to mrnd;)n 

' •' 

hridly '::lH: nJigimH of 1«:foni and. tfa;-:d:iL Thc:M; twi.> are b..'lth 
ahh hr ha 1<'hg t!:s<:n under thr: So.ssanfan Emrin, being in.spin:d:, 
th<:: (ltH; hy I\fani in the thitd ct)::tw·v A. :>., and the tAhet hv )vfaz, 
dds 1i.t the kginning of th('. s!xth '~t~x:ti:iry A, r;, .. 

'I1i1 ann(mn.ce:ne~ri: of .Mani's prnphetk. mi:;:;~en wa:s made by 
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hh: h ?!:2 .A, 1>. :::.! (:k~:iphrn:;, ~h<: '.:>ff«.:d.Mt wir:ttr <>::<pit;::.L L::; 
gc~:pd )wing k.~<ed on hh::k::ti~.m with ;:.:,;:tL1in d~·.m~'.:i.t:> h<>n.·«w;':d 
frnm ('.ki:Ji;rnit_y, T::> qu<::L: .P:·;>h::>~Gr IkddH, d:t ;i.Htlk.:riiy ;>n 
HK rdigkn (lf Lb<: \fonidi(·n:: 

;:;~1;~:;~:~:1,:::~:;;;~;~:~1:,;:~:;~r:~:;z;~:,, ~t: 1£'.1:,t'.!::,:\ 
i;:;ng·d:>!:: U;,:;,verS<'. lk:o U>nw int<> k~q;'; <!H;~ that t:::i'. am:~ arn.~ 
;/;fxt 0£ th(h:: wt;(; art:: (hHd;\:n <rf .Li~);t i:; :~ot Jw in:pr:.>Y;> 
nknt rif this \</Urld. fr,:- Hut ;~, lm:xic;sihk, bm ih ~~=·~l<ha1 
;:~dn<::tl~::n. bv tlw S<:p:w;ti<m {>f th('. 'Light pJ.rtide:;, fl~(;;:< tk: 
D;:i.rk, . , . , 

};(~::i<ks dK'. Tv,-0 k:.;ot.s, {;f Fri::::drAe:>, ''~' di<-y ·v<-<'.:·;~ <'.a!kd, z;f 
th<:.'. Dark ~tnd Light tq:;;»,::>enting dw. pow<'.rn cf ('.\'~! and gv>d, 
th~:re were tlw 'fhru:) 1\Jorno1u tx:rn:i:;;fr).g ef the h<st, the .Pit.' 
('.nt ~~,;d th<;; .F:rbre, In tht~ I\::>t the Do.rk sucz:e(~(kd in miqJing 
with the .Light, as ak) in thi: Pret><:-Ht, htit in the F<ttW'<: tlky wili 
b,,~ "<::f><tr>::.l:d., and. x:ian x:;ay a1d:;;t )n this great \VCJtl ,)[ d!>;ti1h.Uon 
hy th('. '-~DilY':crn.t ion of ki< hfr t::.i t!H~ spirlt tif .Light or lk'. g·cod 
kit<'<'.<~ vf ih· wcrU. ?vLw~ forthet C(;t:N'iv<Yl (if hin:l2:d r a<: the 
fim:.l :wd hii!: Prnph:;;t h histcrica! SlKCU;don tn lh1ddha, Zt>rn;;t:; .. 
t<;)f «ml Chri:;;L, fr.u:> and<:ip;;,ting ir1 th!:> cfafr:i th<; Prophet }IJz.~· 
lmmrn(·d, 

Ah:houi~h .\fan~ hi.:::;&df nifkred the fate of m;)i,t prophets hy 
heh::.g pn! fr> (brth ahG:.:t ??6 ,<,,. n., h1s rdigbn sp<·ad Jxith we:;(. 
w;i:rd >::.:d <·a:;tward of Per,,h, In ihe '»->d~: hi:.:s rno:;t f;urn><i-> con· 
v<·!t '>'l<!C> SL _,,\i:gm;tine, v,;h=)St ('.CJ:iWers:bn frrn~: Mank:kefarn to 
Clni:;tl;::.:::~ty inspired his farwm« (\mfe:ufons. In the e;::.st the 
rdig\en of 1fani kt:~~ m::.rviv(cd in. the :egl<m comprised vtithin 
rrnxkrn Tmh:sL::.n whe<: the disco·~'('.!)' ot fragm:;;nrn of M·>rnkh;~·,· 
an v,;nr!rn in H'.cent y<:.~;~r:o has hl:·n1~'1!(:d Int)B{ of !he. fo fonr.~ition 
~;.vaihhk tr.:: Mudents (!f il:H~ tdigioii 

Of \bzdak, a Pd:':itrn, and of h1' extr,\1)rdfoa:ry .;:;w.:e<'.% fri 
in<h.E:~ng the ~tcttpL:ln(\·) of hi:; faith by the S;::.s,,anian kin~~- Kdi>1d 
·,;dw as\.:ended the ~h:::one in 42,7 A, J.l,, littk needs lk "<$id. Th« 
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religion hardly survived the death of its founder but it is impor
tant as having contributed to the genesis of the Ismailis, or Assas
sins, and probably to some extent also of the Babis. 

Mazdak, a high priest of the Zoroastrian faith, announced 
himself as a reformer of that creed. He proclaimed that all men 
were born equal and that, accordingly, all men should share 
equally in the world's goods, while it is also asserted that he 
advocated a community of women. To these tenets were added, 
according to Rawlinson, certain beliefs borrowed from the 
Brahmins and from other Oriental sources, such as the sacredness 
of animal life, the observance of the simple life and the need of 
abstemiousness and devotion. 

By means of a clever imposture, involving the hiding of a con
federate in a cavern beneath a sacred fire altar, and of appearing 
to converse with the flame itself, he so far imposed upon Kobad 
as to induce that monarch's acceptance of the faith espoused by 
Mazdak. The result of the adoption of such tenets by the King 
inspired, naturally, widespread dissatisfaction among the rich 
and those generally in authority. The King was deposed, but in 
501 A. D. he was permitted to re-ascend the throne. He thereupon 
gave it out that, while as an individual he continued to adhere to 
the doctrines of Mazdak, as a king he did not propose to support 
the sectaries in any extreme or violent measures. Some time 
later, with the decline of the power of the Mazdakites following 
the withdrawal of the King's active support, the sect languished 
and, in the end, Mazdak himself was done to death. The circum
stances of his assassination were cruel in the extreme. The Maz
dakites, having been invited to a great banquet at the palace, were 
seized as they entered and buried head downward in the earth 
with only their feet protruding. Mazdak himself, who had been 
kept in audience in the palace, was then invited by King Kobad's 
son to take a walk through the garden. Pointing to the rows of 
feet of Mazdak's followers, "Behold," said the Prince,· "the crop 
which your evil doctrines have brought forth!" Whereupon 
Mazdak was himself seized and buried in a like manner. 

Professor Browne, with his usual critical insight, expresses 
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great doubt of the advocacy by the Mazdakites of promiscuous 
sex relations. As he notes, it was a charge likewise frequently 
brought against the Babis by their opponents and in our own days 
we have learned how little credence is to be given to unscrupulous 
propagandists in like instances, from the charge brought at one 
time against the Bolsheviks of the nationalization of women. 
Presumably this is an old canard which has been used from the 
beginning of history to blacken the faces of revolutionists, 
whether in religion or politics, the ace in the hole of die-hard 
conservatives. 

In surveying these many religions which have their roots in 
Persia it cannot be occasion for surprise that Persians have come 
to regard all religions with a spirit of skepticism, even those who 
are the most earnest professed adherents of the Shi'a faith of 
Islam. As Gobineau, that most profound observer of Persia, has 
remarked: "Minds habituated to continual change, inclined to 
doubt, and observing spread out before them the accumulation of 
all the faiths which have ever been held in the entire world since 
the most remote antiquity, are apt to be exhausted by this pano
rama, and should be, and once habituated to doubt, they cannot 
escape this disposition to skepticism." 


