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religion hardly survived the death of its founder but it is impor-
tant as having contributed to the genesis of the Ismailis, or Assas-
sins, and probably to some extent also of the Babis.

Mazdak, a high priest of the Zoroastrian faith, announced
himself as a reformer of that creed. He proclaimed that all men
were born equal and that, accordingly, all men should share
equally in the world’s goods, while it is also asserted that he
advocated a community of women. To these tenets were added,
according to Rawlinson, certain beliefs borrowed from the
Brahmins and from other Oriental sources, such as the sacredness
of animal life, the observance of the simple life and the need of
abstemiousness and devotion.

By means of a clever imposture, involving the hiding of a con-
federate in a cavern beneath a sacred fire altar, and of appearing
to converse with the flame itself, he so far imposed upon Kobad
as to induce that monarch’s acceptance of the faith espoused by
Mazdak. The result of the adoption of such tenets by the King
inspired, naturally, widespread dissatisfaction among the rich
and those generally in authority. The King was deposed, but in
501 A. p. he was permitted to re-ascend the throne. He thereupon
gave it out that, while as an individual he continued to adhere to
the doctrines of Mazdak, as a king he did not propose to support
the sectaries in any extreme or violent measures. Some time
later, with the decline of the power of the Mazdakites following
the withdrawal of the King’s active support, the sect languished
and, in the end, Mazdak himself was done to death. The circum-
stances of his assassination were cruel in the extreme. The Maz-
dakites, having been invited to a great banquet at the palace, were
seized as they entered and buried head downward in the earth
with only their feet protruding. Mazdak himself, who had been
kept in audience in the palace, was then invited by King Kobad’s
son to take a walk through the garden. Pointing to the rows of
feet of Mazdak’s followers, “Behold,” said the Prince, “the crop
which your evil doctrines have brought forth!’ Whereupon
Mazdak was himself seized and buried in a like manner.

Professor Browne, with his usual critical insight, expresses
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great doubt of the advocacy by the Mazdakites of promiscuous
sex relations. As he notes, it was a charge likewise frequently
brought against the Babis by their opponents and in our own days
we have learned how little credence is to be given to unscrupulous
propagandists in like instances, from the charge brought at one
time against the Bolsheviks of the nationalization of women.
Presumably this is an old canard which has been used frf)m'the
beginning of history to blacken the faces of revolutionists,
whether in religion or politics, the ace in the hole of die-hard
conservatives. .

In surveying these many religions which have their roots in
Persia it cannot be occasion for surprise that Persians have come
to regard all religions with a spirit of skepticism, even those who
are the most earnest professed adherents of the Shi'a faith of
Islam. As Gobineau, that most profound observer of Persia, has
remarked: “Minds habituated to continual change, inclined to
doubt, and observing spread out before them the accumulation of
all the faiths which have ever been held in the entire world since
the most remote antiquity, are apt to be exhausted by this pano-
rama, and should be, and once habituated to doubt, they cannot
escape this disposition to skepticism.”



