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Now if we survey the course of man’s
intellectual development in recent centur-
ies we shall notice that since the advent
of the Revelation of the Bab in 1844 (1260
A. H.), the world of being has entered
upon a new phase, that intellectual and
spiritual powers of man have been
quickened enormously and that an
unprecedented potentiality has been
infused in man, enabling him to

' .

perceive spiritual truths, to understand
and discover hidden things and to study
and formulate the laws of science. Thus
the year 1844 may be said to have marked
the termination of the phase of man’s
childhood and signalized the “coming of
age” i of the human race. T

' Here is an analogy. If we place
water on fire and heat it, it absorbs
the heat from the moment it is
put on the fire and gradually appro-
aches the boiling point. If we
continue the act of heating, the tem-
perature rises steadily to 100° C, and
the water begins to boil. In a similar
manner, the world of humanity has
advanced gradually throughout ages
and centuries as a result of the guid-
ance and education , bestowed upon it
by the Divine Manifestations. Then
in the year 1844, the glorious efl'ulgence
of the Sun of Truth shone upon the
world of creation in its utmost splendour
and brought about mankind’s “coming
of age". During the past centuries man
has been groping along the path of
material and spiritual progress as a
caravan trudges along the road in the
dark with the aid of the stars and
the moon. Today the Sun of Truth is
shining in the plenitude of its glory
and the caravan of human civilization
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Revelation. We note .that < from the
. ' 3, ' _'

remote past pwhich goers back to.» ,6_,000
years B.C. until the year 1844, the total
number of inventions; that the of
learning” and science succeeded in bringing
to light were no more than about seventy.
Some of these inventions are very signi-
ficant, others are secondary.» The former
comprise s such inventions as : papyrus,
watercloclrs,“ draw-bridge, gunpowder,
printing _' press, t telescope, microscope and
others- -This means thatduring -"this
vast stretch of time which runs into
many centuries only about; ' seventy rin-
ventions were {given to us by the fimen
of learning. On the average it comes
to only one new invention for every
150years. i a W -

_ _ -. ,

|- ' . .

Let A us now conisider the . space of
time between; -.1844 and 1-949. ~ In the
course of one t hundred 1 and 1 five years
not less than .90 s important inventions
have appeared, that is to say roughly one
new invention. pet year. s Toenumerate
but a few, we, have :. photography and the
many developments related to it including
motion pictures in color; engines powered
by v-varipus.~,1Tuels..--which i Tdrive trains,
automobiles; airplanes, ships and subma-
rines; the many, devices for recording and
‘reproducing sound . with. ever increasing
fidelity; that x- Ray, -radio, television,
and_ the host ofi other inventions made
possible. through : the J discovery s of .elect'ri-
city, and the harnessing ofT the vpoweritin
theatom. " I ':;.'-=- ; - "

=r This amazing outburstof q inventive
talent which has manifested T itselfslsince
1844 arrests our attention“ and pa un-
mistakably; attributable; t to the T”? divins
._ ,. - _ _ _ “.- ..,_... -\ _: :--_--\ . I-T '_

. - - L _ _ _ ..: _ __ .: ‘,.
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“_And it shall come to pass in the

last days that the mountain of the
Lord’s house shall be established in the
top of the mountains, and shall be
exalted above the hills, and all nations
shall flow unto it. s

f‘And many people shall go and say,
come Y0, and let us go up to the moun-
tain of the Lord, to the house of the
God of. Jacob, and He will teach us
of His ways, and we will walk in His
path zfor out of Zion shall go forth the
law, and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem. I . I . s

“And He shall judge among the
nations, and shall rebuke many people;
and they. shall beat their swords into
ploughshare s, and their spears into prun-
ing hook-.8 ; nation shall not raise sword
against nation, neither shall. they learn
war any more.” (Isaiah II : 2-4)

Now the Baha’i world is a fine replica
of this glorious world to come, the advent
of which is but the ardent desire of all
mankind. If the inhabitants of this earth
assembled beneath the Tent of Unity and
d-rank the Water of everlasting life from
this Fountain, then every trace of enmity,
strife and discord would disappear and
all men would abide in perfect freedom
and security.

The Word of God is Able to Unite

In one of His Tablets ‘Abdu’l-Baha
says :‘-Today nothing but the potency
of the Word of God, which dominates
the realities of things, is able to unite
and harmonize the minds, thoughts,
hearts and souls of the world of huma-
nity under the shade of one tree. This

i 
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unbiased» observer will be amazed and
astonished. He would bear witness that
all the nations, races, tribes and govern-
ments of the world should be very joyous,
grateful and contented on account of the
Teachings and Exhortations of Baha’u’1lah,
since these divine Teachings change
the beasts of prey into grazing animals
and transform the creeping creatures into
the ‘fowls of the ‘air. They change hu-
man i beings r into heavenly angels and
enable the world of humanity to become
a repository of the divine perfections.”

I The Guardian of the Baha’i Faith,
Shoghi Efiendi, wrote: “These momen-
tous events have all\ transpired in the
world during the few years after the
termination ofV the first Baha’i Century.
Therefore it is obvious how great are
the events that will gradually unfold
themselves in the course of this stupen-
dous century --the century associated
with the rise of i the divinely-ordainedl
New World Order—and in the subse-
quent centuries : of this blessed second
Age of the Baha'i Era as well as in the
Golden Age which constitutes the last,
the crowning Age of the first Era of this
Holy Cycle,” A A A
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