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Portion o-r a letter writtenhy Mrs. Cooper, o'f Oakland, Cal., 

to Mrs. Isabella D. Brittingham, or America. 
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Al.laho ARHA.I 

Akka, Syria, ~anuary 16, 1908. 

BeloTod silSter: 

Our glorious yisi t is nearly ended, but you must. ha.ve at lea.st 

a tew lines trOll thi8 Blessed Spot and the beautiful, special message 

our Lord.ent tQ .;yqu. 

Ble.sed are tho 88 Who attain to the second visit, arter a few 

years or evan smali sorvice, for it 1s indeed a wonderful experience. 

Not only has my 8oul. beenb"thed again in that perfect ocean of' 

.D1 vine T~ove a.nd dra,nk or that "pea.ce that passeth all understanding, 

even more deeply and con8e:1C)usly . than before t but each day has brou&tt 
. . . 

1 ts lesson, - practical, Il;ltter ot ta.ct and homely, - ot what 1 t 

means "to l1ve th$ li1'I." 

Th1s 'ha.siiapre.ssed me 80 strongly that truly I :reel, and in all 

reverenoe I say It .~ that to the Attributes and PerfeotionB that 

belong to Qo4. qugh~ to be _44e4-
' ' ' •• , I 

Great COP.L~on ~en8el .You. remembor 

,/ in what a state ofmlnd we alloa.m~ the first time (due mostly to 

our untort~,~ ..• e~rly. teachi,ng) • I know, for my part, I had the 

feeling t:pat .1 must (1:1". posslble) do something extraordinary or 

dra.u.a.t,ic 1n . ~.rder tO~9. :lD1 .spiritual.tty v.nd my appreciation of my 

g~eat priv11a~.1 

Our:aeloved. •• ter expects no such demonstration. He gre,~·ted 

us with & wara, .trona: hand-clasp, a.s might any other dear frh:nd f 

a.dding the welcCIIleo:t .His wonder:rul eyes and.voice und smile, which lt 

thank God, ar~ unl~ke any other in all the worldl He Vlould not 
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have permitted us to kneel if we had attempted it. True, I did 

kiss His hand, but lIe deprecated even tha.t. One is always at His 

feet, spirituQ.lly, - nothing elae could be possible - but lIe docs 

not care for theout.ward a.ct, the personal homa.ge, and discouragcu i l 

upon ovary occasion; . only another of the myriad proofs of Hia true 

Greatness. 

But it smites one's he,art to see how tho years incroaso Hia 

great :Burden, and the strongest thought that comes and comes 

inuistently is, . 01 it our believers could only realize that it it;; 

not by weepine at His f'eetthcy can best show their love for Him, bUi 

by promptly obeying His Command to unite in love and hurmony, so 

that this Cuuse shall spread as it shOuld. in America, before He ha.s 

to leave the world. If they could only hear Hia voice au He asks 

so tenderly aif'ter their vreltarcj if they could only see that 

Beloved Fa.ce light up when we tell Him of the splendid service of 

some fa.i thful one; if they could only hear Rim say tha.t nothing in 

the Prison maJcce Him sad, no matter how greut the turmoil h01"0, no 

mat t er how great even the fact of' His own death - !l0'th~.ng has the 

p()\'(er to sadden Him for an instant .. except the inhannony among the 

believers. and nothing can give Him such ha.ppincss, He adds, 1,'11 th 

that wonderful , patient smile, IIa.S to hear of their love and unity.H 

01 it does seem to me tha.t nothing in heaven or earth would 

prevent them from uniting as He wishes, to begin immediately to bend 

all their forces, pl1Y~icaltmentaJ. and Bpiritu.aJ., to that supreme 

end. For, verily, has He not promised that when this is done the 

blessings will begin to flow? It is the one thing He has been 

waiting for these nine years. It ia the only thing that we have 

I, 
r·\ !', 
iF 
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the power ·t .o 40 tor Ria. Thi • . •• ems to us the most tremendoua 

me.sage . 'W. oa~b.rl~st'r_ he.retor the beloTe.d in America. And 
. . 

;yet, Xe has ~t)t utt:arect on. ·,wor, ot compla~nt on the . subj ect! 

w • . haT~b.en. 1181;". ,n..arly ,two .eeka . and 80mething J o;youa happens 
. ' " ",.,:' " ' . . " . 

There 
, '. ', 

were a n~~r", ot ~Ugl-~.tro.P.r.i&, among .the. three or tour 

Jews tra. ~~4an.*p.., ... ·::~oat anx1oust'Q aea the Alierican8. 
'. " " I "" , _ , •• • • ,,', ',' ' ,- j. ,(.', ' ,,' '. 

believers,. also1n :tYfO ortnf.e :: groups. for . our l~tt;Le r .oom "/ould. 

not hold . thema11 at . o~ce. ·" It ' wal;l lSuch u. koen pleasure ' to look 

upon those 111,~1ned , t~ce8J :' to aee the Bteadfa.atneaa &lowing in 

. th<lir clea~ · e; •• ,: · to :h.ar." ~h'i·r 'enthusiaGtic welcome and their 
. . I 

ciovout, . "lU ham4 eiAllahf" tha.t they hadl! ved to sce with their 
. . 

0\'111 oyes the prqp,h~1e.: of .' th~Holy :Books :f'ultilltld in these day •• 
, . .~ ,'. . . .' " .' . ,:' . 

. The Jew8 intere,stad118 ' so Dlu~h; they were new believers and. such 

en thusiaam 1.gQQdtor~he 0001 (1 l .' .Angl~~Saxon ,to see. 

. them about ](r. " ~.·nkl~~and j.lley : thanke'~ Ood rOT him. 
" ' " . , •. I' 

We told 

Dea.r Jl1r&aAasa.4 uilahWaa , a.1.0 he:re fo r a. !tiW thys and made us 
. " .-' " .,,1 ,'. ' . , " " , ' ... ' " 

s6veral ~1 ttl~ ~1 • . 1t.a. I · gave"him your part ic ular greetings l:l.nd he 

sent his love to .You. . .He· _l." the . l!a.~tef' 1~ very anxloua that the 

Templ~ shou1dbeb~ltt :~~d :het. h1JJl~8lt, is just full 'Of the iSubj aet. 

lIe "aid: "1 lcl\Qw. ::~n¥ 9t :u,.,be110vers thi.nk they aro ,poor and 

beoause ' they . oann~t·::'br1ng.\.lQli "\h.7"ill not bring: anyt~ng . to · the 
, '. "" ":'. , I:, ', " ',-,:, . ',: .. ,'" ': "', "',, ', ' . , .. ..... ,:;- -,: ' :::':.' :, ' . " . ' . 

bU11dlngotth.T~1 •• , . l>ut' ~t ,tliey woUld each 'bringonly ~ stone, 
• ," f . ' : " '·' ".' " . . 

the building ~ould. b. t1n1.uu.,cl. : All must help, must un1 te in the 
. • . . . ., ," "" :~ , :.: " '.'.. ,' , ':' " j... , . , . 

matter. Tn., ~e~plol. Go4taa.na while .th& people are poor, God 1s . 

rich andlrth"Y.·lri :' ·~~· ~~~ ' a.netfort and l~ the first zstone, 
, ' .. ' ,.:,' .,'. ' ,' , " "'.' "- ."', " " " , .. 

God will help · th8JI.; .. · .. ·) t.~ . , 'b·.ll~T~r~· in Iskhabad wero helped, and 

before they lqlOYI i t ' .th~~,e~le ~i~lb e done. It 

The cle .. r9J..4 ·:Di&xl~ ... :~.~ .1Qv'oa the .Am~u·-I M"~ ':' -':.".J ---- . 
. : ~ .:1 ... __ , - ,'. 



.uch. ,.' •• ,10014 hia tbat~,h.y . loy •• him . Tery much • 
. ", . . " . 

lJa1~: ~Becau •• theY.u'e',.u. ,tq children. If 

, A numbe.X" 01"th'V181t~;~ •• r. trom Iskhabad - two ot' them w()men" ' : ', . ", " ',', " I: ' .' . 

w. told them that: ~ . lcti.W', ;~~about their Temple ~d were much 

lnter •• t.~, : ~~".~:J1.·~·: .... !)JhOtOgraPhll, · .. $t''l~; t. -.nJ . tom)" ' •• ell1ed,yery . 
• • I ,':.':. '" , ; ~ . " , ~ , :" '" "1': .' " :, ' , ,'.' : . . , " I:.. 

plea~ •• · .;·All~~:,: ~t.r :~. ,..Amer,1(;aribe).1~T,.r. , ·.an.4 'ahow .uch 

8j,I19.r" .• · lO~" ,tor : ij1~. ' . 'al_. " 8p.Ul;lc1ng . qf,;; :t~., : "~~Cle,rtul PC)wftr ot 

the : ~ot: .. ·'o~; ~~·~': ~~'t;:;~~; : ~f~~eh~,P8();le tt)~~h~;~:' ~rc;an opp.o~i~e side. 
. " . . " ' . 

otthe. e~rth .. ' ~e1r : dBPth ,;otdeTotion sCQIlls ,toh::tve no and and . . ,' , '. . ' ;, ""', . : . ' . 

"" .. :' 

One' da7ou:rLoT4h~lct''':r~a8t for theBe P11g~~8. ,par~ioularly 

. . , . ' 

wome,ll· a..t :the tabla. :' Th~Xa.Bter placed us at .the hea.d wi th llirza, : 
. , , " 

Assad .Ullahcm ono ! .14~and . ~~ the other the old,old. uncle of 

')(i rz~ Jfo~a1p ·'$.~.d; ~~11"~ ' o~th. :B~bt . Who has ~o.~et'9 . />..o ca t Q ,end .11111 
. "" .,' :':::>":. ~."" . .'-: \.:L: ... ::( .. ': .... ~·;;':.·'·.-: . .:'::.:·, ~ ··:>\·' ' .. ' ,'" ~l ,,': " ")'~,.' ',',,',' • I', " 

days., •. h1. ~c~·~V." " O~ · ~f:J.ntrO'nr. · . . . , , 

n~».~t·~r~tdo4~$a.r · t:b8dOOr , with thep! tcli~r in Hi.6 han4j .1' 

3.nd a.s th.1iI Dl0ll, ·:rll,fJ4.,1nand 'hel.d.'thetr hands : over ~l~ ~o\ilt H~ 
. ' . . . ......... : . . ,'.' .. '. " . ... ,':. ':' " . ., . ,'. 

'poured .the wa.ter,~Wh~:l8He:, .P9ke cheerful. 'W'ord __ o,.t g:r.~·tine to each 

one., ·eay1n:g: : ' '':B~~k~i~, .'. :IU .. sm111a.h! 11 . Wi til eVQry breath. It was 

a. iongtable .{iI{·:~~:!j~rg8 · ~l1trl,4nce hall of the ' new home), yet 1 t 
"-",' , " - " ' ,. ', " " -, . 

. . "iVOuldnot " :hOi4" .'~h~ " ~J·'~~, ~'bOllt.i:lt . or • eigh ~.' were ' ltl:f't eve r • . 
, , " : :, .' ",'I' :' :', ' I , , " , ' ~ , ' : ": r, , , . " " , , ' . ' 

, 'l'heY8a.t .• do .. n: . ~~t.~ :.;~1it~t.)l • . Jla.t'rt ; tQ tl~e seoondhelping' He, 

or cours __ , .erv"d~1 ~hth.(a.~8i8ta.nce or t'lfO or three oth~rs. A. 
" . Ii·: 

.' 1 t ftsnot :th. tegul~,n1:l.et.~n .dli.y :Fao,ut I will not go into detailll 

. hare except" to ,'~~:::'th..~ · '.~th.1lastcr "poke, atterthey had 

. nearly 1'ln~ :~.4. ; "i(_~ ';~n~'~ ' SUbj eot or wmen. · He began by 

>.";'" 'j". 
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explaining that this 7eaat Was ~or the visiting Jews - then said: 

"In this ,Day God ha.s manifested ONE Light and to this Light are 

attracted all r.l.igl~n •• " To-day three of them a.re ga.thered around 

this table', llohamme dan. , Chrl.t1ans, Jews. , We must all thank God 

-ror the priTilf)ge of' thus.ltting together, tor this gather1rg 1s a 

aymbal ot the Un~ty qt the :Kingdom of God,When all nations, all 

creeda~ all races, : a,11~.11giona,will gao th~r in uni tY r under one 

tent t " under the " Shade, ,of()llJ Tre_. and at; one Table. topartaka o~ 

~~I)iri tual 'Foed ... · 'Then lIe. CanlCi and etood olose behind us, saying: 

"Tn the olden t1m~1 t \t./;Ai:J net. possi1)l., for' 'the women to e1 t in 

e.qur:..li ty at "yhe oom:e 'ta.ble 'With the me,n, but in thi ~ Day it i a 

dlt'terellt, and the , difference haG been brought about very largely 

by the , PQ~i t10n given to WQ:raeI1 in .free Am,-u-ica, - so that it hUB been 
, -

,mn.dep0tisible for , these American women to al t, ' do t ta.hle wi th these 
, , 

mon in perfect &Q;~::~Y. by the Powar of Baha.' 0 'llah, -showing 
, -

that ,in the kin~dQm :o~:tABHA there is no difference betYleen the w'oman 
, • • ':'. _': I' : • • 

and the 11la.n.I1' li~;::,~aii;j ,1.t ~deHim very huP:py to se e us a.ll 
", , . } ,',.,' ',' 

gatheredth<treandl!b:,ko~_:d" ' :that the ] Iragrance of thii$ mal"ting 

'tYvuld re c:"c;h t},~e ' ~Qstril.of' th~'bel1evera ~tll ov~r the world and 

l!ls.k e thom gla d. 

the people. 1f ' 

You see it 'N'"S a l.i ttle lespon :t~r these new Oriental believers. 

Such are our daily le'saon8i~ th~11 house t 

It 13 bothimpre:sllive and touching to watch the family life 

of the Household. ,,- Y~t. while' ,'overything and every member revCilves 

around th~t shininiC~nter~' ,who is the very Source of Existonce. 

no 't the 1ea~~ show, iaJll~de of their care or their constant wa.tchful-

ness. Whil;alr1,. even : tho youngefJt li ttle m&i d 'lI.tlO I3CrV€6) a.re 



ever on the alert, and no at range foot-step. no creaking door, 

escapes their sha.rpened ears, - not a. trace of anxiety is apparent 

in fa.ce or manner; all their xrecautions a.re taken 80 quietly tha.t 

their guest. shall n.ot be saddened by the hint of their prison 

condttions . or rn~de , to :rea.li~e tha.t on their account extra caution fa 

necessary! Is this not true hospitali tY' 

Qf eourse, overy pilgrim understands the al tuation and. :1. s only 

too glad to help t~ o.:f'forta of' t~h e Holy 1\'amlly , 'by keeping ou t of 

the imy Of' curious unbeli~ve.rf! vlh\.; cmy.\t'l t o c ;:.:.lJ" an d. tH!V ;;; r :fo r Ere t 

t 'b e prPoc r{J4 1.0u.3 p 0 5:l.t:ton of the c,-1oriow::1 Pr:1.~onc r , 

" 'l'7hile th~~ did~y li'fc canna t be entjrel~~ roy stemC),tie, for 

unoxpect.ed circnl'!lstancea may determine eyery domestlc event, - meals 

vndting ;\wori the convenience of E.l"ny Turki:'jh vi s i t or, - the lJwe e t 

snten1ty or ,t'nose b~{~u.tiful people 1 f:1 n()ver l)roken, t\ f) :nm kno·w'. 

They :may sigh a li.tt'le that their J3 t~loved T,ord i rJ k ~pt ~;:o lone, and 

tired 30 milch, b 'lt : thc61 gh 1. f1 aCcOlnI)f,;"ni0d b y U fH"1ilc, ~,.thJ. l e t n.ey 

r,'xplatn that a:t.tho,ugh it is hnrd :tor Him and. takes His precious, 

precious timet He 't.s9n1y obeying thlD Commfmda of tho Blc iHicd 
. : ~ " . ;', '. - . 

P e rfection, to b€ .;kiri.dand h05p1tr,~blo. to ;:~.11 (~orr,.crD, wre thor t h ey 

be t'rtends or enemies. 

dc.:>", week a t'ter week, yea-r a.fter ye~. r. Othcr v{iae they pursue their 

de.ily tasks, rende'r the ir swe e t flf: l r V i ce., TfW,k0 thei r Ii ttl (~ ~acrit'iQe8 > 

teach thoi rchl1ctt~naJ1.d pl.ay wi th tlU'lIl.l too, - in short, carrying 

out, under t.."1.c~;e · ~.xtra.ordinarY c(mdi U.ons, Il ~1 erfect irion,l of' human 

fllmily I1f"e. They are , so !3imple, so sane, so per.fectly poised, 

that there Is no need of any pose, - Blmply .:-1, call'll ac ee},) t;~,n ce of 

God's Will and ~1 8dom in every Ii t 'Cle t:b..1ne, and 8- sure understand-

ing o~ the tutur~ble801ng '?/hic.'h. will be the fruit of their present 
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- b1.eas1ng f'or a1.1. the people of the 'World. These a1""e 

result. of 1.1ving with such an }:ducato.r. TheSe are our 

'daily obj ect le889na. At the same time they show a moat comforting, 

joyous, human side and it 18 a delight to see how they make merry 

over every little, ,j ,ok., getting out of' it e'Very bit of lau.ghter it 

contains, encouragillg ea.ch other to aei;ze every opportunity 01' 

looking at the br.i ~tt light aspect of life, thus di stracting their 

minds trOD1 . the tTJlgiosi~Of their ~xi.tence. Even tl1e~d:aster, 

Himself, hardly ever Oa.D1, to the table '~i thout beginning to chaft' 

Miss Ja.ck about being now on the roll of the pl"isonera (she is to 

stay a. year and teach) a.nd ' asking what she would do if they should 

surround her ' wi th Turkish soldiers ,; and one da.y Monever Khanum. 

came in to lunch a li ttle l.ato and greeted us, tor we haci no t seen 

her before on tha.t dfi,Y. and Ho immedia.tely turned to her wi'l;,h a. 

twinkl.e and asked., how 1 t waa she was saying li GOt) d morning" a. t that 

hour, and why she : h».d not aseen us earlier., We explained t h4 (, Mias 

Jack wa.s to blame. ha.ving given hor a long, strenuous English lesson. 

He laughingly .aiel to lli as Jack: IIIf you keep her awu.y frO!ll our 

guests I shall havw ' to puni8h you. It At ';/hich Mi~a JI;I.ck a,sked, 

"How? " And He I'~aiJiptlybrought Ria hands smartly toge ·tht~· \i ~. th 

great glee a.. He 8alcl~ in English: USls.p~ Slapt lt He was 

pleased when we responded to Him in the same spirit ",.nd told u.s, 

over and ovor a.gain, tha.t He wished to SS() us always amlling and 

happy. 

ThUS, by this blessed relief of h'Llnlor, you ae~ He con atantly 

preseTTes the balanoe. 

This letter Was not finished when it shoul.d ha.ve been, on 

a.ccount of So 'lew days illness. Ha.ve you ever been sick Cl.t Acca? 
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It would be worth .. good dea.l of' suffering to eX,perience, in that 

Holy Place, the tender oaret the cheerful service and devoted atten

tion, all lavished with 8uC)h infinlte love, a.s a simple matter-of-

course. Our Lord came in to see me at leasttwico a day. On the 

third day, as I was not be,ttor, He sat by my bedside, holding my 

hand, and, said, in that tactful, .W8~t way ot His: "We are commandfHl 

by the BlaBsed Perf'ect.ion to consult a physicia.n when we are l5ick." 

Of course the doctor ,came, aHd af't t11' on 0:: day of following hi ~ 

ad:'d,ce, I was well enough to get" tr,p awl tn~.vel. 

delighted a.-t.t.ht: ':lay ill wb,ldb. th.:; doc~or' was suggou ~f.: d (I had 110 t 

Our Lor'd 

u.id no t command me. He aaid I wlOuld do j us '~ i~S I 1 ikca.. Of 

course I "1ik~d" to ' follow Hij;j sugger)'~ion. and wus it not a nice 

lasl:Jon, toe? 

Well, we had to say good 1)Y6 at IG,tlt, but vm told our ]3el~ved 

tha.t we could not SiJ.y it as the !~nglil:.~h do, l:mL only the 'F'rench • 

~IAu revoir. II 

promptly, that it 8Q!taned ou:r' p=:i.rtlng 1):>)" Civing us hope that :i.ndoed 

we ma.y be pel"mi tted to seQ J{i;;l 1)~au ' \:' J.ru.l Puce unce again beforo tnat 

long' pa24 'cing C01l'lea, 'when Hl~ ' Gloriouz PY6SC!1co\vi.ll 1)1,') '.~~. thdr2:,lYl 

from our eu.rthl.y vision w.ndonly thQwondroua maLlory and its 

our po. th of servicQ in, His Name. 

W'e were l)bli gad to spend the nl Bh.'t hi Hu,ifa. (u.f -i.uc t.he 

inaffabla c~eriencQ at the Holy ~:4.)rttht '<'I1.t:i_ ell Y0U un~~_e l·n~,[",nd. uO we~l) 

and as we stood and watched the moon rl~., OYGl" th~ J~Obu.nan mOUlj,tains, . " , : 

itl the moat melting, 'exquisite blen). Jng of -bluet> I have 0V(~r ~;een, 

sea. a'lrn , AJ, moun t.uina and the anay peaks 'beyon d,- I 
---:> 
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but think. as the r.:tch golden t'lood l.it up that Hol.y City, hmv much 

1 t looked 11ke a precious Whl t. Casket .that holdR the Jewel of the 

. world. '110T indeed, · (ae Viss :Barney say-a) 1 B He not like Q, perfect 

diamond. - that -gem or purest ray serene t If -without t\ t'ault or 

flaW', so lJurel.y cut., : ISO oompl.tely poli3hed, that throl~eh whatever 

f'acet or tho, •• 1Ia~. m.any . si.d ... u. Boul Mft.Y lo()k, he will be t-l.hle to 

8ee and wl(lBrstan4 "rul r.ce:tvo the. :flU) t perfect, brilliant I,igh t of' 

the Whole Perfec't ,<hmt · (If 1 ~ indebte(l tQ {\ny one fOT thi f:) 

votee ()'f nature eohoing the la.llt flWf:Ct f'~u·e ':l!(lll. It. nent ~ w to bed 

u:p" as we ha.v" hRdt · ... it seomn ·:\$1 if Wi?, nhould n0V'er' Hleq) l~,g{dnr 

One mo.Tft lit tle note nhout the T~wl111e _ Th(": mine, !IHu,:·;hra..k-

el-/l..zkar," iUt}(J.ns, ' 11 teral.ly» the Rising Plane nr Da.¥ming P oi n t of 

Mention, or the Pl.aces tor th ... mentioning of Ged; ti.nfl the J~np, ter 

said th~lt the believEH's were to g~i.l~her there every mOl~n:!.ne to rea.d 

the WORD~~ of Baha.' 0 tl1ah, - which you HM) will roRE1.n that' 1 t 1.5 to be 

open every day. 

This 1. ~ horrid, scrawly 1.ett.f)T J dvH'ir one, but we sh rJ~l I'$~e 

yo~ 80 soon that were it not f<)r your mEH'HHl.ga. r t'lhO\.>lld not ~tmd it 

at &11. Our r~ord sent Hi. love and greetings to all the fl~icn6.fl in 

America and "aid, with ;such yt;H",Jn1ng In J{if~ eye3 and voico: "I 

wish tht! believer. co.uld mow how mvch I love them. 

l~y life fOJ' them! " , 

I woul d give 

MothoT joins me in 10Ting greeting!! to you u,nd your dear 

hu~band and a.ll . the friends whom we hope soon t() see. 

\.,,~ thought and talked of' you 'hoth many tlmcM 111 His Preoence, 

j uet ao we prayed ror you buth at the Holy Tomb. 



\. 
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He said: -C}lve Mrs. Brittingham My best love and greetings 

and tell her tha.t her services that she renders to thls (kLl.lse EY'(: 

o.lways before ]1y eyes. They are 'Nri t ten in the :Bo()k of' the 

Kingdom, - in the Heavenly J3ook,,- a.nd will never be forgotten; 

and before long they will be wrltten in the pages of the world in 

glorified wri t ing 'Y/htch Bllall be read by all the people. fI 

He aaid: tlGive 1fr. Brltt:l.nghr.ull '(:i:"y ereetineB and love, 

should oonai der hi s wi-f. :~iJ th,'Ol crown up':m hi ~~ hea, d. Th r 0 L.g}J }1 (;: r 

he received the 'Meusage, ... and although he should 3tri'H~ all :hj G 

UH.yS, and. shower upon her a,ll the wealth of the ~i-"rth) h(: -:r01.!1.,i 

H till b 0 in her debt t for aha haH f~i ven him the J .. ife };~t(!rnul, the 

}~verluati:ng Kingcio:m of God, - H,nd f~h(,~r0 is no Gift !::"i1uJ..l to thin. /I 

111es::H~d a.re Ytl [.loth :f'or such remembrance' 

( Signed) 

(Heceived ]~ab. 8, 1908.) 



From Uotes taken by Mrs. Goodall and Mrs. Coope~ ,Oak"la.lld"Cal .• 

Acca, Jan. 11, 1908, 

We asked Abd:ul.-Ba.hP.. a.bout om:' Oakland) home meetingr.-

how they should be conducted and we told h~ we opened our 

r;cr'vi.coB by sayi~1g the Greatest I-tamc (in silen~e) · nine times. 

He replied, "That is ver-J good., that is right for that hringa 

h?,nnol1Y into the meeting. If. Then He said that the "Hidden 

WCl'dS li should 'be read, and often the "Taja..lle:Y"at,1I that wa.s 

:Lmp or-t.a.nt 0 The tlR1dden Words" are Words of Cowleel and the 

IfTajalleyat" are Words o,f' Instruction, and a preparation for 

the Kitab-el-Akda.s. Beside these ether Tablets Rhould be 

read. 

Abdul-Baba said that discussionl'l and personal opinionG\ 

I e~~res6ed had caused inharmony and should be avoided) but 

tbat some spea.king, alY'ro.ys done in love) would be ad:vlsn.ble, 

, and it WaS profitable, such as accounts of returning piler1m~. 

, In general it is best tbat mol'e then o.ne should speak that 

the appearance of leadership ~~y be avoided. Re said trPi'he 

cbj e~t of the meetings is to produce harmony- and happineFH'J .. 111 

Abdul-Baha highly approved of our dividing into group~, 

, for the p\lrpoea of ans"ilering Cluestions and giv~ng c:s;pla.nad 

' t1onG a.f'ter the eerviee--at tea time. 
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We told Him that the believers took charge of the 

!:lsetinga in turn and He also approved of this. 

,( The speaking was . reconmended for the one having 

. charge of the service and not for several to speak at anyone 

meeting ~ ) 

The Masl:rakuJ. <Azkar is to be open at all ti~ea and the 
. . . , 

, . ' .............., ,, ••• ,.,y< ' "" . I' • •• _ _ ._ .____ • •• ,_" •• 

Words of BaharOllah are to be read eV9x7 morning. 

Pub. · by c~ E, ' SpragU.e, 3502 Lake Ave. ,Chicago, Ill. 
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We ... 4 jbclul.-Baha. about the Keeting&- how they- Bhoul.d 

be oonducted., ,and . ... tolcl Him that_op·.ned. oU:rservice by aaying 
-. 

the Greateat Bam_ n~. tim •• in .il.noe. 

He replied, -That; i. Ter! good, that 1. right :ror that 

brings harmony into the x.ettng,· 

Then He said the "Hidden Words· allould be read, and ott en the 

"Taj&1~iat .. (the tlve Holy Tablets) th.t this w~s important. The 

"Hidden Yor4.- are Yord. of· ooun.e1, and the IITajaJ.liat;· are Yords 

of in8truotion ant. a preparation tor the Kitab-el ... Akdaa. 

theae other Tablet. shoul« be rea.cl. 

:Be8ide 

Abdu1 .. Baha said that discussions: and: personal opiniona 

exp,reaaed had oauMel inharmony J and: should be avoided;. but that aome 

.peaking, all-waye done ' in JLove., WOuld l)e advisable because. it Wa.8; 

both develop'ing anc!pro'f1tabl.e, st-loh as accou.nts of the vieit by 

returning pilgrima- &c. 

He said, "In genersl. , it ie befit that speaking bb not oonfined 

to one, that the appearanco of leadership may 'be a.voided." 

He said, -The Obj&.ct ot the Meetlnga 1s to produce harmony 

and happinGss." 

Abcl.ul-Baha highly approvea of our dividing into grou:t18 for 

the. purpose or answering questions and giving explanations after the 

~.rvice, at. tea. time. 

Wfi told HiDi that tha bel faver. took oharge of the :Meet ingB 

in turn. ' He aJ.8loapproTecl of this. 

(Through lIel~m S.Goodall and Ella G.Coop'er.) 


