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Pert II1 The Administrative Order.

There is no speculation in Haifa as to how the administrative order
will evolve. ome of the Hands will only repeat what Shoghi Effendi has
written or explained to pilgrims, (Another good reason to collect pilgrim
rOL-u) i .. . . g

The Hands in Faifa conceive thelr purpose to be merely to steward
the Fezith. Everything they do is toward achieving the crusade goals as
explained by Shoghi Effendi, the crowning achievement of which is the Jubilee
Celebration in the first Geren of Hidvan in Baghdad, (The second Garden
of Itidven is near Bahji. )

When we were there (Iav 59), thc Hands were very concerned with some
of 1.z goals, particularly the N3\l scguirement in South America, They
cxplvineds If the International 'buse of Justice is to be formed in 163,
the NSa's which .are the pilla:s 0‘ 14 rust be formed by '62, The LSA's
which must be the pillars of the 17w"r rvat be formed by '61l. When means

that the seeds for these L'ul's mwwt b~ plented in '59. Tire is running
Juh‘ There was worry thot it these gowls were not met, the jubilee could
noi, +igzhtly be called.

It is interesting to note that Shoghi Effend]l stipulated precisely
how mény LSA's were necessary for each country. ' Where be s2id the LSA's
mues e bripled, for exfmple, the Honds mercly have to find »ut how many
Liii: Lhere were in that area 1n 1952,

The believers da,nut h;w«ys kevp Tre Hands promptly informed of
mrbizrs, Around May 6, they still did not know the members of one of the
new £240s,  This discourtesy of omission  @nnoyed me, but the Hands are

~tient, They wunt informutlon coming into Heifa just as always,

Ve tolked about support thut the NSA's give t5 the Custodians and
Sy will later give to the IHJ, Then I said I was afraid »ur North
L. .udo N3A is not carrying its weight, This brnught a hasty denial.

Ty e
1

I casuslly remﬂrked that on vi31ting Kar"chi enroute, that I learned
tid 3 LIAt's had been discstablish“Jfor what had seemed to me to ke trivial
reveow. I odidnttsof edurse, have all the facfs. But I was let to knw
tr..o [ZA's are powerful hodies and have the right to wield a strong hand
if Ly 30 chonse. v ' o8 " :

-

During 1959 most of the Hands wére really in motion.

sverywhere I went from Jopan through Bangkok, Vientiane and Karachi
b .;;aerary of Revered Hand kr, Somandari was being conjectured about.
Ruaoe boad it that onee he had represcnted the Custodians 2t the new Burma
L0 v awation he was tw tour the FAr East

"1, Taced in Vientlan{ cwmnl 1ned that in five years Irﬁs had not

Fad ;_ult from a Hond,” And only the "local Avxilicry Board Memler
d Foudtr had comes (il , | '
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In Japan, we were desperately hoving that the rumor of his coming
there wes true, For in Jépan, we were and are experiencing strange back-
bitings thit ncarly freeze the soul »f some sensitive pioneers. It is 2s
if the very devil himself had found receptive vehicles, All this was t0ld
the Hoends, They let me know that the Hunds rust go to pluces where they
are most URGENTLY needed.

T was told t» d» 211 I could, that the NSA must exercise its avthor-
ity and I was strongly reminded that Japan hes a Hend, Miss Agnes Alexander.
(Only grodually are the Bahatis of Japan Leginning to rccngnize the honor
LLStUWkd upcn Agnes Ly Shoghi Effcndi hirself, and realize her spiritual
stotion and the invalucble guidince she cun give in 21l matters perteining
to thu faith she hes given her all to.)

In numerous convers:tions with different hands, the IHJ was dis-
cussed, One Hund remarked that she wis sre glad she eould not serve on
it. The Hands apparently héve & £ile in which is collecting all sorts of
problems &nd questions that orly tiue I J ¢'n solve or answer. One senses
that that body snall be very busy.

The State of Israel treats the Baha'i Faith almost as a separate
state, Wednesday, May 13 was Israel's Indpendence Day. And the Hands
were invited to send representétives. This was similar to the invitetions
extended the diplomiti¢ corps. Paul Haney and Mr Furutan were delegated
the duty of attending. The Yayor of Haifa the night of the 12th held a
lavm pe rty in which invitations were extended to the Baha'i Staff. The
Eevel 5 end the Wards went .

In conversation With one of the Revell Sisters, I learned that the
mere upkeep of the international institutions there cost $5,000 per month,
This of course does not include Hands! travel and the like, and the value~
less service contributed freely by.2all. Every Bahali ought to realize
thaet excit cent or yen or Hwan or peso that goes to Haifa is well spent.
The economy practiced at that place is amazing,

. Un one or two occasions, I toock it upon myself to buy pastries for
the dinner table. This elementary gesture was much appreciated. I think
everyone there has forgotten all about even little inexpensive luxuries.
Feat is cxpensive in Isruel, Enroute, some friends in Teher2n sent some

rnett to Dr, F?rutan by me, (Alr France wouldn‘t let me put it in the
refrigarator.

Iillie Collins lives in 2 little room that has no bath facilities.
Her huccand would be quite shocked I'm sure &t the a2usterity of her life,
Iason lives in one little rvon &nd shares a shower-toilet with the Haneys,
the Sistsrs and wlth pi]grlms. Etc, etc, etc.

hf Hands have been ﬁrcsented numerous bounties since the Ascension
of Shosni Effendi,’ One was vhon 26 of the 27 Hands were meeting in
Novembir of thet, fateful 1957, The Government lkent calling zrd asking who
wis th: new Guardian, eould it heln, etc, ““"'“ly when the 7 ~ision to name
nine cuztodians was rpde the governrent - -7 sent @ v grar pledging
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Lo, v will odid

coopbrc.’gitm and’ of fering: co“d“olc-nces to* the B&ha'i"W’Orld
to nis wife,(You Know, of course;” that the govcrnmen
-r.mbmssmdor im: Lcndon to- autcnd~ the ftzneral )

} ,"\- S le

L & pliet th&t Shogl'tl. Effendi. had not’ been able to. 1eave A v}ﬂfﬁiﬂ'
nqt clist,urb ‘the Isrneli government at all, Everything that wig ﬁ;.n his®
peme the gov't understood as belonging to the Baha'i world and the grensfe;r"
9{; ti - :.eu§11y .-ccompl:.shed. g il s il .-‘*,-'.‘zs*.‘ t (__,,.,,.

i Anather Lt mge t.hing th‘lt Happened was that so many covenant.

; breakers (those who were Bzha!is but who liter become enemies) came f
F.uhmvy:.h 'Khanum: of:f‘e.rmg condo"‘ncca. The e-Iunds ) howevera, do notbhave the
power, I wus £0ld; to accept'any"of "ther*bick into'thd Faith,” Those who
Shoghi! Lffendilrenoved frorm the Faith az*e, in thig life, forever outside
the pulg.

\ : 3 n— by’
R I A (3 gt At e ol b M WY winy L L"ﬁ""f"{ t *r

Anuther:thing tbut chc rcd tnp crstodizns was the’ &cquisition
anotnor ‘templésite &nd dehieving other 1ong outstanding goals, (See
their messuge t.o thr-. Bahé"i world of ‘this ywr.) 5 e T

,\ " SR LTS £ &
cree 3L renurked to sevt.rul Hﬂnds thet “Erds ye“xr their message seemed
to show. that they, 2s an institution, ad sremed to us in !\TE Asn.a o have
cori :..nr.o t.heir own’ AoGALLL B e it

_‘tt‘_: ni ‘a«

e T b ny U

A I was er.ldly tested somé 2 or so years “ago when’I 1eurqed thnt.
ts :.ndlvidu»-ls, the"Hinds' 'station g’ abmrc tl;étt of a’ member of t.he I H, J
Now it is quité c¢léar: why ‘chxs shou.d be. : L ara AR WA
: e pdd e T i 'v'.f'.u.-"!}-'-:-: o, oaad AnG B 5! He )
' R (Qns must “f*:rgj_'vei the.se persoml reﬂfﬁronccs , because nnthing is e
personal as thon & pilories ".--)

n, !
'.'.:i-_iI_ r ‘r’ « gt Vg, Wi hrd Tl c“q (,‘\?5 fe "““,-F_‘.’

v The: Bahafi prop,e iﬁ% ‘ape ‘telen’ co x-e of" by m.{merOué"‘ Peré‘d of ‘Jnme
Bara g &, some: nobet Brourd ‘the Shrihe 'of ‘the Bab, bsut five' gar&ax;ers e
are employed,: Qe o their dutiegis-ga Pt ‘Prosh watér 6ach morning An " SR
the bird hotHs’ << 0ne of the: workers 'is Carlo whb drives the station wagon,
An'Ilien, bup nota'Baketi, he had“nothing. Bu intense respect for
Shi il . Lffendd and he loves 6 tell‘abdut 'bhinga 5 E, did &nd said, He
mwa to luiiggdt Khuraum he padam, R BT T AT

murget3s Phé We rds fron Berkeley, Forsyth and the Mra, ha pioneered 1;.0 Tgmpe,
&riupw, had token the pilbvpage to! ﬂaira enroute to pioneer 'in Afriea, ’_
but were deteined in Haifa _to. serve as the custodians of the! Shrine of.
r?uau u’lllhtind the Hansionﬁ tﬁk;ng Qhe\place=qf a Quung mnn Whﬁ h"d penn ;hqgg
or & long ee's “ ik RIS

B
i

T

"t This, Joung man recalls :m Shogh:} Erfema, used to direct him anq the g
othtr gurderners £5r hours on end., "He said he can still.. ;‘eel Shaghi _
Effeadd lotking over his shoulder,’ ;ometirne., ‘Salah'saidihe feared he would
&go“ingine with the continued absenqe of 'Shighi Effendi’ anc} wit.h each plang’
;-vand walk und vase reminding bim'nf Sh.ghi Effendi.’ "He, sPid 'thot ~ne night
i in @ drean, Shoghi Effendi appeared to him and said, Wgaléh, T'm taking .
z'y”“ with w' W..By this Salah understiod t¥ * %e "ust go pirmr rinu. He
J s‘w_,l_ he vc lcft by now .for Brit:.sh Someli 1, W

4 '.'1,"
i




_woxk there is left to br.. du ne. e

One senses in Haifa standards of valwe at poles with the present .
world order. The Administrative order of this faith soretires appears
. rather carthy. B‘zt in H 1f one knows thet it is the New Jerusalem (The
City of Pe:xce) AR

A sensu ,f urgency still is 1=.cking: in m-st Baha'is,

One resident there tmld me thit the real inside grssip some years -
ago was that everybody is Haife wes overworked ond unhdppy.: They were
under constent intense pressure to work, to zct, to do well, thoroughly,
econenically, There must have been almost unbearﬁable straln on everyone,
Shoghi Effendi wes 1m1nu pe.rfe ctionist.

Now, “ne H?nd 8 id, they =11 wished they had worked harder, For
Shoghi Effendi was trying to d2 so mony wrsent things, they now realize,
before he departed, ‘And; as we vrds “f~"*:d ’ anything done under his
supervision, was d;ne thter. he. added te divine touch,

Tine 1s still running out, ‘N» ne knows when the calamities will
interrupt the Crusade,.  No one speculatus cbout it, Everyone hopes to
have done more than is necessary, so that when 163 comes all wil‘l. have
been done despitc the c*xts..strophe. :

But a.wareness of how' much must be done now by weak little us is
appalling and most of us run freom the responsibility. How easy it is to
do all the admlnistrative chores we heve $0 do = yet we sometires drag
out feet, How easy it is to teach, yet we often withdraw into ourselves
encapsulate our personalities in trivia, in mnsvnsical occult matters,
in erratic behwiqr and lose. wlur.blc tire on a treadrill,

1963 Will cone and find. toc rany Bahais sunk in remorse thet they
didn't get a hold ‘of themselves and help to build that foundation upon which
future generations will build an imposing fortress behind whose walls a new
order .f men Will creat.e a clvi]iz&tlm of untold glory and bzauty,

. One- can ,judpe one!s Spiritual development by judging one's orienta~

tion to the preat.nt duy admimstrative reqmrements.- Each day has its own
standards, e MLl e _ ; _

I braubht up the subject of murals nee in 2 "fireside" with some

. Honds, This was more, or less d:.smiase'd. ¥ore i_mportant things occupied
Our hindS. g 1 : :

We who day to dev, d'..al S.n Adr:inistrutmn rather than teachinpz find
rény reasons for pride in the progress of the Faith, likewlse we scmetime
.-becone almost paralyzed by d:Lsc wn.ging a arenesses of how much real spade

~.In Hilii‘a, _nne notices the urhlnﬁ,s, the gement W"!‘k the lines of
_I.,_Icertaln plentings and not:.ces th’it. few ;j;bs can be cmnsz.dered teompleted,n
Teking a hlg;her perspective % one sees a p"“!'*' et outline,. Perfectly drawn.
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An ordinary srtisan (when funds a2re available) con go right in and comnlete,
do the finishing work with little use of imegination., Shoghi Effendi left
& perfect outline, I think, and this analogy scems very valid, that the
stme is true of the administrative system as we view it today., ISA's are
rough outlines, yet perfect outlines of future h-huses of justlce. NSAtg
are not perfect but they had an infallibla creator,

Viewed from the near, much. "imperfcctian" is scen, Viewed from

afar, the very evident perrectlon 1n orlgin portends perfection in
evolutlon. : :

(Part IV, Spiritual Fotters, comes nﬂxt.)
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Part IV: Spiritual matters

Three axioms we must hold in mind while we discuss the spiritual side
of visiting The very Footstool of God.

The first: “Judge ye not ..." (each othef's spiritual condigion,)

The second: We are ignorant.,

Concerning the first. Mrs Joy Earl tells a homely moral, When the
maple tree yields its syrup that syrup is clear, sweet and to all putward
semblances very pure. But the maple farmer Knows that he has to refine this
"pure” substance, So he puts it over heat, Slowly as this heat penetrateg
the "pure" substance it takes on & frothv brown ugliness., Slowly all thig
ugliness rises.to the surface. Ther, siply, the refiner scoops off the ¢
impurity. And Lo, true cleir swiet p'rity is now evident in the syrup. Now,
the purity is no illusion. So w** -&n. Ie has to be refined, - The superfi-
cial observer on viewing the r-f'nig in vrocess is liable to a groas error
of judgment.

Concerning the second, Recall those pilgrim notes you have read! Note
the element in each of disappointment! I recall William Kenneth Christian's
moving notes, You know that he was & distinguished member of the agademic
profession — not a few persons' ideal, He was 2 member of the USA NSA when
the historic !'53 intercontinental conference was held in Chicago. A pioneer,
etc., In his memorable short notes I remember his seeing Shoghi Effendi alone,
and I recall Shoghi Effendi's reply to his unrevealed problem, to the effect
that Kenneth must remember that he is (was) after all, still in the Valley of
Search (The very first Valley that the Soul must traverse toward God, )

I hope Kenneth was not as disappointed &8s I was, ,

We are in the first stage of existance, whose stages are infinite.

Our so called knowledge, our "certainties" therefore must all be grossly
tentative, crude approximations, to say the least.

The Third: Over and over again it was emphasized to me that the pilgrim's
experience is exceedingly unique. No one reacts the same,

Thus with thése three "axioms" in mind, let us proceed.'

The first spiritual abt on visiting Haifa is to visit the Shrine of the
"Gate," Visiting the Bab's Shrine, I am told Shoghi Effendi said, initiates
the pilgrimage in this day. But how natural,

The Bab, Baha'u'llah said, was "Mine own previous Manifestation." The
Bab proclaimed himself the 'Gateway! to God's Supreme Manifestation, I
suspect that the well taught young Baha'i finds it much easier to "love"

that supremely Heroic Figure than either of the other two Central Figures
of this Faith, '

That first night'mrs Bowie and I deci? 4 v+ wanted to v*sit the Shrine.
It must have been something after 11:0C nr. W¢ wong discour:red and told
that the next dawn would be preferable, *rhGa;jnﬂbf had me in her claws,
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I awoke about 4:00 am. Awocke Mrs Bowie and impatiently headed up the
hillside alone, then up scores of endless steps, Then to the Eastern
Pilgrim House, The Persians had not yet arisen. So I couldn't get the key
to the gates or the doors. (These are typical frustrations to test our
First Valley patience, ) Scaling the two fences, I maéde my way to the Shrine.

Truely, no dawn is ag magnlflcent as here, Looking with full eyes open,
trying to get the vibrations of this place, I mede my way instinctively to
the right door and tried to pray on the cool marble steps. Mrs Bowie came
along shortly, having found Hand Iir Khazeh awake,

She received the keys from him,
That morning was too.rich to remember in detail,

Actually, my pilgrimege begins with that night. As a special bounty,
all the hands decided to visit togcther with all the pilgrims, the Shrines,

We entered first the Shrine of the Brh, It was night, the air was cool,

The hillside had the quiet serenity of a tired devoted mother. We entered
in turn, Knelt, walked to the threshold and knelt again, This, fortunately,
took a long time, No one hurried. ILook at the Frontierspiece of the Dawn

Breakers for a photo, Crystal, crystal, Persian carpets, lights hidden in
alabaster, Majesty, Quiet, Awe,

Then after each had knelt and after we had backed away to the wall, one

of the Hands directed prayers. The blessed were we, Ruhiyyih Khanum

chanted that Visitation Tablet of Baha'u'llah in the original, No words can
describe that beauty, Exquisite is insccurate, Painfully beautiful is as
close as I can come. Her voice was like the finest of tuned 17th centry
Venice goblets., I never knew & woman's voice could be so compellingly simple,
un2ssuming, yet so extraordinarily melodic, Her crystal voice was reinforce-
ment to the already crystal nature of the room, I feel sure today that one
minute more of it and ry feet would heve left the floor, The beauty was too
much to accompany a prayer. Yet, we knew that all minds in that chamber
were tightly wedded in a prayerful harmony unearthly,

To add too much to too much, lr Faizi then chanted. I am sure that many
of my receptors broke down in bewilderment, no sensual experience, such as

listening to the world's finest musicians had prepéered me for thls. Nor could
it have done so,

Prayer that night was real. A type of prayer few few humans have dis-
covered. It is not the agonizing prayer of begging forgiveness, It was not
the personalized prayer of praying for our loved ones, It was not the
immature prayer begging for this or that worldly thing, It was the prayer
of a mature soul acknowledging its Creator, And while we were not mature
the strength of the maturity present permeated us and drew us up high, so
that for & few moments we were all VAN praising GOD. For a few moments we
had conquered ourselves and could s2y to God: The world is behind me and
in front of me is only Thee, "Here am I, here am I.%

My mind had a limited capacity, Thus ~“or we left the Foom facing'
the Bab's Chamber and our feet went to tiv * on of Abdul-Baha's remains,

16




my soul waé not adaptable enough to make the change. So I cannot remember
what happened there that night.

On other occasions (actually to visit the Shrine was 2 twice or thrice
daily event except when we were at Bahji), the impression that Abdul' Baha's
sector of the tomb leaves is, as I remember it, quite different, it is cooler,
more soothing. 'I do not know how to express the feeling" of this place,
Every spot in the land strikes one as being so very unique, It was as if
the ordinary distinctions between places were vastly magnified here,

Swedenborg talks about this phenOmenon, particularly as it applies to "older"
Souls.t_;.

In the hinor Archives building we spent an afternoon looking at relics
of the heros and daints of this Feith: Tere is the brooch given to Martha
Koot by Queen Marie of Rourénia, One r1+ies that much loved and much mis-

.understood queen, Here she ctood ot thw f20t of God's Holy Mountain and was
“prohibited from visiting the Jlx’n ¢ »° 1 rcligion by base politics.: But,
ag I said, disappointment is a recui 5 Jwme of the pilgrimage, The honor
.of being tha first Royalty to actuall~ {.kc the pilgrimage must.be reserved
for some amazing personage! She was premature and her rewards in the Kingdom
must be correSpondlngly vast) ' ' :

I cannot recall many of the other relics here, Time was contracted and
the memory plays strange tricks under such circumstances. -

In the Greater Archieves I had my biggest test.

It was on viewing the portrait of Baha'u!llah, I had seen the portrait
in Chicago and Singapore at which placrs we were &ble to view the portrait .
for only a few sconds. Naturally, everyone looks forward to viewing the
pertrait until the heart is contented.

- I had been annoyed Wlth my memory since no amount of brain wracking
could bring back the Image of Him after either earlier viewings,

And comparing the few traces of memory that lingered with the one dream
image of Baha'u'llah I have had nothing fitted. So, in anticipation, the
Portrait was the big event. T :

My heart beat faster as Dr Hakim slowly worked himself around to the
portrait, and I had been told before that I could look at it for at least
an hour, if I chose,

Opening my eyes wide, & shock wave went down my spine, The picture wag
incomprehensible, - Any photo or portrait of Abdu'l-Baha shows the eyes with .
a luminosity, In this likeness, I could read nothing in the eyes. The lips
whispered nothing. : The forehead said nothing to me. I learned that I did
not know Baha'u'llah, It was as if I were an ant looking at a blue-print,

I saw the lines, the shadings and shadows, but the story, the meaning of
the llnBS, wag.over my head and I suffered. My ignorance was manifést to
me. I left the portrait, came back,looked, left again, came bsck,

No one
with me knew that deep inside, deen whe-e - 's ggence lies, T was weeping
the sorrow of a soul who had learned that ~e it had rissed the mark,
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missed by 2 big margin, and for the time being could not make up for it.
Flickered through my mind was the image of the soul who had come face to
face to God and had not sufficiently evolved so that it could recognize him,
God was a indeed stranger., I hurt.

But what a lesson. God!s perfect Manifestation walks among men and no
one recognizes him. How pitiful we are, How perverse we must be that our
own very father is unrecognizable by us

3 36 36 3 Rk % % 3 30 %

The big event came, Going to Bahji. They sort of make it like 2 picnic.
A gay sort of outing. Beautiful weather helped.

We were driven via the old station wagon. We skirted the south side
of town then eastward &nd swung around rorthward.

Passing Nepoleon's Hill and tuer » .o the east of the Mansion and down

the cyprus lined road. We were let cuv &y Collins Gate and allowed to walk
up to the Shrine,

Ruhhiyyih Khanum and Mr Faizi were there, They had come over earlier
to do some cataloging in the Mansion,

In the Mansion, we saw so many current history documents. Photos of
NSAts, LSA's, On one table are literally dozens of photostats of incorpora-
tion documents from all over the world. :

(If anyone recalls the long photo of the 1953 Rew Delhi conference,
(See Bahai World, Vol XII.) One Chap, it seems, had taken advantage of the
roving type camera used, He is on both ends of the picture., The photo

frame? by Shoghl Effendi and placed in the mansion cuts the boy off from both
ends,

Ruhhiyyih Khanum was our- hostess at dinner. We were all real Jolly.
Just chatt:l.ng ¢

Then evening came, We had been to the room where Bahatu'llah gave an
audience to Dr., Brown of Cambridge. The room had been kept as it was then.

We found out that Ruhhiyyih Khanum was sleeping in Shoghi Effendi's
room. But on the floor opposite his simple little cot, I felt strange

compassion for her because her aloneness there in that room must have been
both havpy and painful. )

T :hared a room with Eric Blumenthal, a pioneer to Greeece from Germany
ard v :vyiliary Board member,

Car room was in the cornér. Thus a diagonal line from Baha'ullah's
roon to the Shrine passed through our room.

Sleep escaped me, Strange sounds erackled in tha£ mansion, I must
have approached sleep, woke up, faded into slecp, Ordinarily, one would

. | ]-8
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call it a fitful sleep, Next morning I woke up before dawn and I knew
exactly what had happened. I had literally had a brain washing. I could
almost remenber as if certain brain fibers had been separated from a
nctwork, cleaned by unknown electrical means and literally washed with a
powerful current.

This may sound perfectly preposterous, but it happened, A fraction,
a certain few of my physical brain cells were overhauled physically. Which
ones? what effect? I cannot answer. But at the risk of sounding horribly
occult, certain mental healing powers were unleashed on me that first night
in Bahji, And I am greteful to God.

36 36 36 3 S b 9F 36 3 % 90

We, of course, scw everything., The vérious houses where Baha'u'llah,
Abdul-Baha and the Holy Family lived -» sisited. Everything, that is except
Shoghi Effendi's room in the 'ovns of aldni-Baha,

But only in two places did I bresk aown emotionally, The room where
Shoghi Effendi greeted the western pilgrims and the room in which Abdu'l-
Baha passed away,

One night at a fireside, Ruhhiyyih Khanum had come over offer 10:00 pm,
we were just chatting. Eric had talked about graphology, we had discussed
many things. Then Ruhhiyyih Khanum asked us about our visit to Behjl, 1
said it was wonderful, but I wes depressed because I couldn't pray there,

She laughingly said, "Well, it's probzbly because you had too many prepared
speeches for God." This brought some good laughs. It had the ring of truth.

It is strange how mental blocks pervade our whole mental world. But
especially in spiritual matters. However, in the vacinity of the Shrine
of the Bab where all of us helped guide the 300 or so daily visitors to the
Shrine—this does not include the hundreds more who wander daily through
one or other of the garderns — it is most strange how ment2l blocks are
dropped. People ask searching questions there, and if they are from outside
Isral (about 1/l seem to be) you can let them have the works.

I do not recall one objection to the teachings as I explained them to
the visitors in that vacinity. ‘I recall explicitly stating to a number of
Europeans and Americans that the Terrace up from Carmel Avenue is reserved
for kings. They accepted it, Not indulgently either. When we said that
Baha'u'llah and the Bab were the latest Manifestations of God I am confident
that they believed it. And someday these thousands who have been there
will cast their lot with the Baha'is with little or no teaehing.

One day, we were locking up a2t 12:00 noon, 2 young boys came, as they
explained, for the first time. They knew we were closing, but we unlocked,
they took off their shoes, we pulled the door almost close behind them,
They walked about inside alone, 'Then, to my surprise, I saw them backing
out as is the Baha'i custom, This they did completely uncoached, Then

the one who spoke a little English said to us, "Now, I undersiind a great
ma3n is burried there,n
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One noon, lr Khazeh was driving down from the Shrines to town so I
cére alone as far as the western pilgrim house, He let me out 2 block
“rom the House, And as he was starting up, said, "look out, that man coming
down the street is & covenant-breaker," He need not have werned me, I only
took one glance at the man, but as we passed each other I could physically
feel the coldness, the very ugliness of him, Iio wonder thet God's enemies
have always in 21l religions been likened unto a serpent. Yan's racial
memory is aften reliable,

At a subsequent fireside with Euhhiyyih Khenum and some other hands I
mentioned covenant breaking. FRuhbiyrih Khapum séid we are all potential
covenant breakers, No or: “3 &bsolutely immume. This strenge phenomenon

is & true mystery. But it is ccnt.zious, so one can at least take some
precautions,

ly last day in Haifa came, I w s given the key to say goodbye to the

Shrines. There was not another soul within a hundred yeards of the Shrine.
I was alone.

I had had many disappointments., My plan to pray each dawn for Baha'lis
& assemblies with problems hed only been pretty perfunctorily performed,
My plan to pray each noon th&ét some Japanese nobility would enter the Faith
had seemed naive, My hope to pray for my own purity had ssemed & hopeless
ambition. I couldn't really pray at all it seemed, during those nine days.
And now, I was to leave, Reing reterialistic too I thought of all the
dollars wasted or that could Zive p&id for vrinting the New Era in Korean
or sométhing useful,

I wag alone. I walked around ti@ room, for the last time. Knelt,
and thought. Sadly. Then to the left of the very Threshold I stood to
read the Visitation Teblet, After the first paragraph, the melody that
Ruhhiyyih Khanum and Faizi had put into my head that second night burst out
of my mouth. And for the first time in my life I found myself chanting a
prayer in English,

At last, I entered the condition of prayer. And I was happy. And I
wanted nothing else,

Bill Maxwell
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