
Biographical Data 

PHYLLIS CHEW is a Singaporean who became a member of the Baha'i 
Faith in 1984. She is a linguist by profession and is a senior lecturer of 
pragmatics and socio-linguistics at the National University of Singapore. 
She was the co-ordinating Secretary for the First World Religion Day 
held in Singapore in 1995 and Chairperson for the Second World 
Religion Day in 1996. Her other area of interest is in gender studies and 
she is currently President of the Association of Women for Action and 
Research (AWARE) and was President of the University Women's 
Association in 1998. Dr Phyllis Chew is the author of the book "Chinese 
Religion and the Baha'i Faith" (Oxford, George Ronald, 1993). 

ANJAM KHURSHEED was born in Pakistan and grew up in Scotland 
where he received all his schooling and university education. By 
training, he is an applied physicist, and is at present, an Associate 
Professor at the National University of Singapore. In 1976, he became a 
member of the Baha'i Faith. Apart from his international publications 
and patent applications as a professional scientist, Professor Khursheed 
is the author of three books that reflect his interest in the philosophy of 
science, religion and mind. 

LYNETTE THOMAS is an Australian citizen of Welsh parentage. By 
training she is a teacher. She has been a freelance writer and editor in 
Singapore for a period of about 6 years, and is currently the owner and 
manager of the book company, "Bookaburra". She became a member of 
the Baha'i Faith in 1987. Her interests include the environment, 
education of children, promotion of breast-feeding, and women's issues. 

YEO YEW HOCK was born in Singapore in 1952, and has Singaporean 
Nationality. By profession, he is a military officer in the Singapore 
Armed Forces and holds the rank of Colonel. He was brought up in the 
Chinese Confucian tradition and became a Baha'i in June 1986. He is 
interested in Chinese philosophy and religious studies. 
GUL AFROZ ZAMAN was born in Lahore, Pakistan and she was 
educated in Convent School at the Primary and Secondary levels. She 
attended the Social Sciences College in Lahore and then moved to 
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Singapore after marriage. Her interests are comparative religion, 
psychology and yoga. She has been practicing meditation for 18 years 
and has had the good fortune of studying yoga and meditation under 
Sunita Sabnis, Buddhist philosophy under Venerable Dhamika and been 
guided on the Islamic path by Ahsan-ul-Haq, an Arabic Scholar who 
now lives in Australia. She is not a member of the Baha'i Faith. 




