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BAHA'U'LLAE'S GARDEN
Jacksonville, Florida,
1919 - 1934

Cn September 29,1919, Dr, and Mrs, ¥alter E. Guy came
from Boston, Mass, to make thelr home in St., Aigustine,at
ahlich time they immediately began to spread the Baha'l
tea iings.

During their first winter as residents of the South,
1919-1920, they invited Mrs., Mary Hanford Ford, New York
lecturer, to be their guest, She came, remained a month
and during that time delivered Rsha'l lectures in St.

Augustine, Her visit was repeated in 1921, gt which time
more lectures were glven,

In 1922 Miss Leona Barnitz, wWashington, D,C., spent
seven weeks a8 thelr guest, During that time she came with
them to Jacksonville and gave two Baha'l talks at the home
of Mrs., Sylvanus H, Hart, 500 W. Ashley Street. The fact that
Dr. Guy had previously given Mrs,Hart the Eaha'l message,
while on a visit in St., Augustine, made these Jacksonville
meetings possible, Previous to that time the Doctor had also
glven several Bsha'l talks at the Edward Waters College in
cacksonville.,

It was llkewlse during thils same perilod that a Baha'l
lecture was delivered to the Jacksonville Theosphical Soclety
by Dr. Guy,

Mr. Howard McNutt, Brooklyn, N.,Y.,complying wilth the re-
gquest of Dr., Guy, came to Jacksonville during winter of 1923,
His visit to this city was repeated for several years there-
@fter, he also speaking at the Edward Waters College as well
as to other audilences,

In 1924, at the request of Dr, and ¥rs., Guy, the roted
Persian Eaha'l teacher gnd lecturer, Janabl Fazel, came to
Jacksonville, Unity Center was thrown open to him gnd there
8ix lectures were given; three at one time, three at another,
He also carriled the message to the colored people,

In March, 1932, Dr. and Mrs. Gayne V, Gregory came to
Jachsénville and after a series of free lectures (health)by
Mrs. Gregory (Crcella Rexford) she opened her health classes,
100 persons attending, At close of the classes she announced
another free lecture to be held in the ballroom of the
Seminole Hotel (corner Hogan & Forsyth streets),znd et that
lecture she presented the Baha'l Falith,giving many proofs, At
the conclusion she announced another Baha'l lecture to be held
the following week and introduced Walter B. Guy, M.,D., frcm

St. Augustine, as the speaker,



.

The writer of this report, Kathryn L. Vernon, did not
attend any of Orcella‘'s lectures or classes, tut when an
acqualntance met me on the street and informed me there was
to be a free lecture at the Seminole Hotel that evening,
"something about a new religion", curilosity compelled me to
attend, It was the evening Dr. Guy gave his first Eana'l
lecture - "The Solution of the Economic Problems"™ - and as he
told of how Bible prophecles had become fulfllled, a spiritual
force seemed to emanate from him, I felt sure he was sincere
and belleved everything he was telling us, CZut with the
closing of lecture came thils startling announcement: =

TIf you accept this Revelation I am not promising you
nealth, wealth and happiness, as most of the lecturers do,but
7o willl have tests, you willl have trials and persecutlons,
and possibly even martyrdom,"

Martyrdom did not sound gt all inviting to me but I could
not forget hils claim that the Promised One of God hgd come,
inown by the name of Baha'u'llah, the Glory of God, The first
thing in morning, the last thing at night, all through the day
that thought was there - it would not leave me, Over and over
I kept thinking, "If it is the truth, I have got to find it =
I have GOT to find 1t.," TWo days later, walking through
Hemming Park during a lunch hour, I asked myself a new question:
"If this 1s the truth, why have I not heard 1t before?"”
Instantly I heard a still small voice saying, "That 1s no
reason - 1t IS the truth,” Then my soul whispered back - "It IS
the truth" and at that moment that precious truth found a
lodging place within my heart and has never left,

That introductory lecture was the beginning of a series of
delightful weekly ones by both Dr, and Mrs, Guy. From seeds sown
in those lectures a Jacksonville Baha'l community was born and
those of us who found the truth of the EBesha'l message, so lov-
ingly given, received a precious gift that never can be repaid,

After the opening of the weekly lectures Dr. Guy wired to
¥isa,Alma Knobloch, Cabin John, Md. to come end work 1in Jackson-
wllle, She had just returned from teaching 1n Germany ond
Doctor knew she was longing for sanother place to go. It 1s told
that she started without even taking time to pack all her
clothes - so happy are true Baha'ls to be able to serve thelir
Lord, At the April 4th,1932,public meeting Mrs. Guy intro-
duced Miss Knobloch who remained in Jacksonville for nearly
ten months,lovingly giving all of her time to the teaching of
the Baha'l Faith,

I told my Mother of the wonderful truth I had found but
alas! she was bitterly opposed, Each day I told her a 1little
amore, some Blble interpretations, some part of the new teach-
!ngs,tut the prejudice did not lessen, Day after Day, week
after week I tried to bring through the truth until finally I
became utterly discouraged, That night,when I went to bed,

I prayed to Baha'u'llah for help., I explained the situation
to Him, aclmowledged that I could do absolutely néthing by
ayself, and asked Him to please open her heart and mind so she
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could find the truth, The next day I did not mention the Faha'l
Falth to her,but that night I again prayed to Eaha'utllah for
help, The second day passed without my mentioning it in any

way but at night I again turned to Bsahatu'llah for help.,

The third day came and 16, I discovered that a miracle had happen-
ed, Mother began asking me gquestions , all antagonism put

aside, Then, when she began attending the lectures, meeting Dr.
and Mrs. Guy and travelling Beha'ls, she discovered that they
were really very nice people, even though Baha'ls, and she
xillingly l1istened,

This incident 1s included as it should prove to all of us
that the promises found within the Eaha'l Sacred Writings hold
true for all time - 1f we love enough and hgve falth enough
we shall be helped,

Weekly classes in charge of Miss Knobloch were weekly held
at 30 E, 4th Street from June 13,1932, through Sept. 26th
when, account of 1llness of hostess, they were transferred to
707 Post Street,

Weekly hotel lectures were continued for about a year,
first at the Seminole Hotel,‘then transferred to the Carling
dotel (name changed later to the Bqﬁevelt) where, through the
courtesy of the Management they were continued until January
25,1933, Miss Alma ¥Xnobloch acting usually as chairman, Dr. or
¥rs, Guy lecturing,with the exception of Dec, 4th and S5th,1932,
On those dates Miss Fannle Knobloch, sister of Miss Alma,
stopped in Jacksonville and gave two interesting lectures, relat-
ing some of her experiences as a Baha'l teacher in Africa., She
was accompanied by Mrs, Georgla Brown Wiles,of Nashville,Tenn.,
who greeted us at the December 4th meeting, Miss Fannie Knobloch
sgalin came to Jacksonville the following month,at which time
dhe talked to the study class,

About the middle of January,1933, Miss Alma Knobloch left
Jacksonville to return to Washington - a beautiful example
of untiring efforts in the service of her Lord,

On Sunday evening January 29,1933, after an inspiring
Eaha'l lecture by Dr. Guy in Parlow B of the Seminole Hotel, a
business meeting was held, Mrs. Guy acting as chairman, all
those interested in the Baha'l lectures invited to remain,

At that meeting Dr. Guy introduced Mr, Walter L., Bacon, an
elderly Baha'l gentleman,born in Watford, Hertfordshire,England,
then living in Jacksonville, It was decided to form a group
to be known as the Jacksonville Baha'i Branch. Mr. bacon was
elected Librarian, Kathryn L, Vernon appointed to act as
Corresponding Secretary, Thus was formed Jacksonville's first
Baha'l Group with two bellevers: Mr, ¥glter L. Bacon who,while
living in New York City in 1901 heard the Baha'l message from
Mr. Mountford Mills(one of the early and staunch believers:},
and one new believer,the Secretary, whose knowledge of
Baha'ufllah came with the first of these series of lectures,
So, with only a couple of "twigs™ but with a great deal of love
and faith, Baha'u’llah's Jacksonville "Garden"™ was dedicated,
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The Secretary was then Instructed to write to iilss Alma
Knobloch and inform her of the meeting and what had been
accomplished,

Dr. and Mrs. Guy, being members of the St, Augustine
Community as well as 1its Founders, were elected honorary
members of the Jacksonville Baha'l Branch,

Two more lectures were held at the Semincle Hotel, Veb.
Sth and 12th,1933, but they were not attracting outsiders,
Then Doctor suggested that less formal home meetings might be
productive of more good, if possible to hold them, I sat
hoping and praying. %hen I heard Mother offering the use of
our home, another prayer had been answered, Cffer was accept-
ed and thus 707 Post Street became the location where Baha'l
public meetings were first held in Jacksonville, Florida,

At 707 Post Street also were held the 19-Day Feasts and
other activities,including anniversary celeb ions, to which
were invited friends and acquaintances, feel/stire,in those
early days, that all would quickly recognize the truth, as I
had done. Alas, Alas,

Miss ¥abel Sawyer was one of the large number listed in
Orcella's health classes; she also attended Orcell's last publie
lecture when Orcella gave the Eaha'l message and introduced
Dr, Guy. Mabel did not attend Dr. Guy's first lecture the
following week but thereafter she attended meetings falthfully
and in April of the year 1933 we were happy to add her name to
our Group of two, she acknowledging her acceptance of Baha'u'llah
as God's divinely appointed Messenger, Happy me = I had a
Baha'i M"sister”,

To the Sunday meeting of April 16,1933, Dr. and Mrs. Guy
brought 3 visitors:= Mrs, 1Iorol Schopflocker, Montreal,Canada:
Mr. Lionel Loveday, Elliott, Maine, gnd Mr., ¥m. Bidwell,Orlando,
Fla., After an introduction by Mr:Bidwell,Mrs, Schopflocker gave
a much enjoyed Baha'l lecture, Tue to an accident, she was
unable to show any of her motion pictures at this meeting, as
originally intended, but at the request of the 25 persons present
she returned on the 18th when we enjoyed another lecture,
illustrated by her beautiful travel pictures, many connected
with the Baha'il Revelation,

After the forming of the Group we were frequently invited to
Feasts held at the home of Dr. and Mrs. Guy in St, Augustine,
In May of 1933 they opened their home to the Jacksonville be-
lievers and friends, and 14 Jacksonville guests enjoyed their
first Baha'i public Feast - the Ridvdn, There not only did we
enjoy the deliclous material Feast,but learned how truly spiritual
and beautiful a Baha'l Feast could be,

Nov, 12th,1933, was our first public meeting after the re-
turn of Dr. and Mrs, Guy from a summer vacation in the North,
and a Feast in commenoration of Baha'u'llah's birth was helde at
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707 Post Street. Twenty-four were present. That Doctor was
able to return to us, after a very serious accident in
Nashington, D.C., added extra joy to the occasion,

A Sunday in Novemter,1933, Doctor had gsrrived from St.

Augustine and we were hopefully walting when the door btell
rang. There stood a lady who introduced herself as Mrs. Carol
Falin, a Bgha'l, having seen newspaper notice,and great was our
delight when we learned that she had received the Eaha'l mese-
age in 1910 from Mr, John Harrison Mills, a Baha'i In Buffalo,
N.Y,: she bellieved but had never previously enrolled in any
Baha'l group, Thus our membership grew to four,

Another Baha'l guest during November 1933 was Miss C, Mae
Thitchener of St. Augustine who never knew,when she first went
to Dr, Guy's office for a pill that he always mixed his
material remedies with liberal portions of "Baha'l Truth"™, His
first prescription took effect immedlately,

1934

On Easter 8unday,1934, we were invited to St, Augustine
where a Baha'l meeting was held 1n the afternoon at the Guy
home,afterward we drove to the Florida Normel & Industrial
Institute and witnessed the presentation of an Easter play
written by Dr. Guy.

It was during the spiritual program of the 1934 Feast of
Ridvdn, enjoyed in St. Augustine, that my Mother acknowledged
her belief in and acceptance of Eaha'u'llah, My Beloved had
not failed me, my prayers had besn answered,

Dr. and Mrs, Guy continued to come each meeting night to
cacksonville and as they lectured their sincerity and faith in
the Faha'l message and love for Baha'u'llah was evident, So it
continued throughout the years with the exception of their summer
vacation periods in New Hampshire, During their absence
certain interested ones continued to meet as a class, studying a
zourse of lessons gnd reading the Sacred Words,

Two more friends, Mrs, Charles Dgvies, and her daughter Miss
jertrude Davies, declared their desire to become registered
2aha'is on October 7th,1934.

Then came another time we like to recall, in November,when
we were celebrating the birth of Faha'u'llah, Our guests
always seemed to en joy our public celebrations, they never re-
fused an Invitgtion, and this was a happy gathering, After a
beautiful spiritual program Mrs,., Falin, her eyes aparkling with
nappiness, came rushing out into the kitchen to tell Mother
and me that her friend, Mrs, Pearl Rozear, had just announced -
"If ever anything was the truth, this 1s,"™ At that time also
our friend Mrs, Lida 3§, Marryott, acknowledged her acceptance
and so, on His birthday, Baha'u'llah brought In two more be-
lievers, making a total of nine,but we had to wait until April
2lst 1935 election for recognition of Assembly strength by the

Sational Spiritual Assembly,
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Visitors to Jacksonville meetlings during 1934 were:
313s Alma Kndbloch { February)

¥rs,Nell Heath, Evinston, Ill (April 22) who spoke to us
of the Wilmette Temple,

¥r., Hiram James, Racine, Wisc (April 29) -who spoke snd
sang for us - and -

¥rs, Ripley snd daughter Miss Eessie Ripley, Orlsndo,Fla,
(May 27th) -(Mrs.Bessie Ripley Wigfall,)




1935

In January our fine Baha'l gentlamsn Walter L, Racon made
me g gift of some of his cherished Eaha'l books and I then
decided to start bullding a RBaha'il library.

From 1932, nourished by the words of Baha'u'llah, lovingly
and faithfully given by Dr. and Mrs. Guy, the Jgcksonville
Eranch began to grow, slowly but surely, Then came the eventful
day of April 21,1935, when four more indicated their desire to
be recorded Baha'!lis - Mr, and Mrs. M. Q. Arnold (Bessle Nagel
Arnold) from Fernandina Beach, Fla.,) and Mr. and Mrs. E. D.
Couch, How happy we were on election day, our goal won,
Jacksonville numbering among its charter members three who had
learned of and gccepted the Eaha'l truth many years before in
other localities, gnd ten new bellievers, So the Jacksonville
"Garden" of Eaha'u'llah was formed, and every heart seemed to
{s2]l the love coming down to us from our Beloved,

Before the election Dr. Guy spoke to us of the importance
of the occasion, in that =

"The time has come to do for Jacksonville what perhaps 1s the
xindest and bilggest thing that 1s possible; to organize and
establish a Baha'l Assembly, a focal center for the teachings of
the Manifestation of God that alone can bring peace and hope and
security to the World, We must be careful thgt a light shines
freely in every heart (he reminded us ) because when we are
united in His love gnd spirit thls csuse will go surging forward.
The power 1s in God's hands; we are and can be but His servants.,"

We were,indeed, blessed 1In having such falthful servants of
Zeha'u'llah who pointed out to us the Gate and the Path which
led us torthis Truth, Great,indeed, was our blessing when the

Zord and Owner of this Garden, Eaha'u'llah, graniously permitted
28 to enter,

To our Guardian - Shoghl Effendl - went the following
Qessage -



Zeloved Gugrdlan:

It 1s with humbleness that we, the undersigned, send you
our names as the charter members of the Jacksonville Eaha'l
Community, and we herewlth pledge to you our support,

Ve beseech the blessing of your prayers in our behalf at
the Holy Shrines, that Divine Guldance may lead and direct
us, and that day by day we may more fully realize how great
1s the gift which brings the privilege of serving in the
gloricus Cause of Baha'u'llah,

Marvin Q. Arnold
# Mrs, Marvin Q. Arnold Vice-Chairman
# Walter L. Bacon

B. D. Couch

Mrs, B. D, Couch

Mrs. Charles Davies

(Miss) Gertrude Davies
# Mrs, Carol Falin

(Mrs,.)Lida S. Marryott

(Mrs) Pearl Rozear

(Miss)Mabel B, Sawyer Treasurer
(Mrs) Marion L., Vernon Chairman
(Miss) Kathryn L., Vernon Secretary

+ -« Bellevers for many years, having received the Baha'il
messag® in other states,or localitles.

The remaining ten are all new believers.

Jacksonville, Florida, U S A
April 21,1935,
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WHAT SHALL WE MENTION OF SIGNS;
TOKENS, APPEARANCES AXND SPFLENDORS
ORDAINED 1IN

THAT CITY
EY THE CCMMAND OF THE KING OF
NAMES AND ATTRIEUTES!
B.Sc. Pge &1,

0O NEW AND ERILLIANT ASSEMBLY OF OUR GUARDIAN IN JACKSONVILLE!

CONGRATULATIONS AND DEEPFELT SALUTATICNS! El=Abha.IS WITH YOQU!

You have entered that City, where milk and honey flow!

You hgve attained unto the Glory you yearned for!

How we prayed and Baha'u'llah heard our prayers!

An Assembly stands upon your shores, a Victory for your town!
You have entered the Spiritual City of Unity, you have beheld
The New Jerusglem in your midst!

You hgve accepted, witih helping hands, the New World Order!
You shall no more thirst, nor hunger in those streets of gold!

That City of Light 1s yours!

"I? QUENCIES THIRST WITHOUT WATER-

AND INCREASETH THE HmMAT OF THE LOVE OF GOD
WITHOUT FIRE! Pge °1.

0 God, merciful art thou to Jacksonville!
Gratitude to Thee, 0 Baha'u'llah, King of All Hearts!
It has reached Thy City where everything testifies of Cneness!

"THE IDEAL CONSUMATE WISDOY IS HIDDEN IN EVERY PLANT-
AND A THOUSAED NIGHTINGALES OF SPEECH ARE TN ECSTACY
AND RAPTURE UPON EVERY ROSE BRANCH!

THE MYSTERY OF TEE FIRE CF MOSES 1S REVEALED
IN ITS WONDERFOL TOLIPS -

IN ITS WONDERFUL IPS =
AND THE BREATH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT OF JESUS

EMANATES FROY ITS FRAGRANCES OF HOLINESS!

IT BESTOWS WEALTH WITHOUT GOLD
AND GRANTS ITHKORTALITY WITHOUT
DEATHT

APARADISE IS CONCEALEDIN EVERY
LEAF AND A BUNDRED THOUGSAND
WIsSDOMS ARE TREASURED I EVERY
ONE OF ITS CHAMNEERGS] B.Sc. Pge ol

0,Loved Ones:

You hgve gt last been 1lifted up into that City of Glory-

You are now g part thereof-

You walk In its beautious Streets of Gold and bask in the Sun of Truth
on the Shores of 1ts Crystal Waters!

You are studying the Laws of 8bhd in the Shade of the Tree of Life!
You hgve opened the Book of Command and have qugffed from its Reallty!

Elessed gre you, in BElessed are you! Richer are
Adminlistrative Guldance, you than kings and queens of
in our Gugrdian's Service, earth! You are Princelings

ETERNAL!
~Auntie Victoria

(copy of message received from Auntie Victoria)



—9—

On May 5th,1935, Dr., and Mrs. Guy held s "birthday party"
in St. Augustine, honoring the new Jacksonville Assembly and
community members,

Also from St. Augustine came g cordial invitation to
celebrate with them their Nov, 12th Feast, in memory of the birth
of Eaha'u'llah. What made 1t exceedingly interesting was that
the Feast was held at the Florida Normal and Industrial
Institute,

This School for colored youth was started by the Ladles
Baptist Misslonary Soclety of New York City and supported by
them with many little churches throughout the State glso con-
tributing. The School was moved from Jacksonville and, upon
invitation of the St, mgustine Chamber of Commerce, establish-
ed 1ts head quarters upon an old slave plantation grounds on
the outskirts of the city.

Soon after Dr. Guy moved to St. Augustine he wgs asked by
a well-to-do patient to visit the School, as he desired advice
in regard to a medicine cgbinet which he wished to give to the
3chool.. In that way Dr. Guy first tecame acquainted with
Nathan W. Collier, Principal of the School, and Miss Sarah A,
Blocker, Assistant Principal.

Upon his first visit Dr. Guy found the main house (not
large) being used as an gdministration building, around which
were clustered several small wooden bulldings, erected by the
students, under supervision; a boys' dormitory, 5 girls!
dormitory, a dining room which was also used as a class room
gnd for Sunday religious meetings; a laundry and a kitchen,
From that beginning the property grew to an estimgted worth of
about one-hglf million dollars,

Dr. Guy was attracted by the singing of the students, for
which the School later became famous, gnd he and Mrs. Guy fre-
quently attended theilr Sunday afternoon Song Services,

Both Professor Collier snd Miss Elocker were members of the
cplored St., Augustine Baptist Church and 1t took many years of
patient instruction before they understood the beauty of the
message of Baha'u'llah, When they finally understood that the
Baha'l teachings were not antagonistic to the Christian teach-
ings but were the fulfillment of Christ's message gnd Bible
prophecies, Professor Collier did all that he could to spread
the Baha'l messagge,and the School's plgtform wes always open
for visiting Baha'l speakers,

St. Mmgustine Naw-Riz Feasts were always held at the School,
Pr. Guy furnishing the spiritual gnd material portions gnd, with
the consent of Professor Collier, the School members of the
Domestic Class providing the service, It was there, at that
School, that the Jacksonville bellevers met Professor Collier
and Mlss Blocker, two sincere Baha'ls, who were most gracious
to us,
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I once heard Professor Collier say, "I decided if the
BEeha'l Falth was good enough for the Doctor, it was good
enough for me," which proved his love for and faith in
Dr., Guy but in no way detracted from his love for and faith
in Baha'u'llah. They remalned true Eaha'ls throughout
the remsinder of their 1lives,

While Mr. and Mrs. B. D. Couch announced their belief in
Baha'u'llah o6n April 21st, on September 26th they moved to
Birmingham, Ala., thereby reducing our membership to
eleven,

Out of town guests during this year included -
¥1ss Josle Pinson; Georgetown, N, C., and Miss Alma Knobloch
who came in Janusry and April, 1935.

During our Naw-Ruz Feast President Collier expressed his
appreciation for the valuable aid from Dr. Guy, He sald:-

"Dr. Guy has won the hearts of all who know him, He is,
indeed, a blessing to St. Augustine Negroes and the Florida
Normal, He 18 like g man who forgets himself in his thoughts
of others, His (medical) discoveries have helped Dr. Collier
(baby brother of President Collier). He gives away his gifts,
You find a man like that once in a lifetime," '
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I am taking the llberty of recording these reports accord-
Ing to our regular 1l2-month per year calandar, as I hgve found
it 1s frequently less confusing to the reader than 1f the
Baha'l 19-month system were used,

January 7th a letter was sent to the Library Dilvision,
Baha'l Publishing Committee, to see 1f they had any books which
they could donate to our public librarles, One likrary only hgd
a few books, and those published and donated long before, In
February a wonderful gift arrived = 17 books which were dis-
tributed to our 3 Public libraries,

In February came letter from Reglonal Teaching Committee,
Chicago, Ill., advising of intended trip to Florida of kr,
Arthur Agnew, one of Chicago's very early bellevers, and asking
if we could arrange a meeting,the letter further stating they
were sure we would have g delightful evening with him, "as his
has been a rich and serviceatle 1life in the Cause of RFaha'u'llah,"
We contacted lir. Agnew gnd meeting was grranged for 8 ofclock
Thursday evening, March 5th, We 1nvited frilends, also advertlsed
in papers but only four outsiders came. The others indeed miss-
ed a fine meeting.

Our April 21st election still showed Jacksonville retaining
eleven of her origlnal believers, with the following elected to
serve In varlous capaclitles:

N¥rs., Marion L, Vernon, Chalirman, Mrs, ¥. Q. Arnold, Vice-Chalrman

Mrs, Lida S. Marryott, Treasurer, EKgthryn L. Veraon, Secretary

Nalter L. Bacon, Librarian Mrs.,Carol Faliln, Feasts

Mrs, Charles Davlies, Music, Mabel B, Sgwyer, Pyblicity
Mrs,.Pearl Rozear, Hospitality,

It was thls year,1936, that we had the great pleasure of
writing a letter of introduction for our sincere gnd beloved Nr,
Walter L, Bacon, a bellever from the very early days, to take
with him on hils first trip to the Baha'l Temple to gttend the
28th Annugl Convention of the Baha'ls of the USA and Canada, in
‘Nilmette, Il1l1l - our first delegate from the Jacksonville, Fla.,
Compmunity. Belng unable to travel alone, his son,, Herbert,
drove him « a trip which brought great Joy to Mr,., Walter L,

As hls father was hgrd of hearing, Herbert was permitted to

accompany him In the business sessions gnd upon their return
Herbert presented Jacksonville with two dingle-spaced typed

sheets of notes taken - a thoughtful, gracious service,

Jacksonville today treasures a bottle containing sample of
quartz as used in the bulldings ‘of the Temple, which Mr, W.L.
proudly presented to us,
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Yaw-riz Feast was held at 707 Post Street. We always tried
to make our public Feasts gala events gnd our guests alwgys
seemed to enjJoy them. It was our hope that some of the begutiful
spiritual truths, given out during our spiritual programs, would
find a lodging place within their hearts,

In June Dr, Zla i, Bggdadl was g guest at 707 Post for abtout
two weeks, Whgt a fine compliment when some one gttending a
meeting was overheard to say -"He does not seem to want to talk
about anything but the Bsha'l message," Sometimes people seem
to forget that 1s what all Eaha'l meetings and Fgasts are for,

One evening when I asked Dr. Bagdadl to sign my Baha'l guest
book he asked permission to take 1t to hils room. Of course I
consented, although wondering why he needed so long to sign his
name., To my delight, next morning I found a long messgge written
in Arabic with (lucky for me) the English translation.

While In Jacksonville I took pr. Bagdadl to call upon Mr,
mcon, He pulled Mr. Bacon to him, kissed him on the cheek,
then they had a nice visit, I told Mr. Bacon I would drive over
for him gnd bring him to my home for supper with Dr. Ragdadl
and Dr. Guy, the night Dr. Eagdadl was to be our speaker,but
¥r. Bacon thought he better not try to come. To my surprise
when I reached home from office that evening there was Mr.,Bacon,
having walked the entire two miles or more in the hot sun, Of
course he got a scolding (in a nice way) from both Doctors for
they felt his pulse and knew he was not equal to such an under=
taking, tut 1t showed the power of a kiss of brotherly love,

From Jacksonville Dr, Bagdadl went to St. Augustine, having
recelved permission to use Dr. Guy's home while they were at their
New Hampshire summer camp, On July 26th I filled car with non-
Taha'ls, picked up Dr. Bagdadl 1n St. Augustine, then over to
St. Augustine EBeach for a dinner, gfter which we sat upon the
porch:and watched the wgves, All seemed to be greatly enjoying
the ocean breeze and the friendly visit - all but me, "Why
doesn't he begin talking about Baha'u'llah?" I wondered, "He
knows that is why I brought them over, WHY doesn't he begin?"
Then suddenly, without effort, without anyone realizing what he
was going to do, Dr. Bagdadl WAS talking about Baha'u'llah gs
only one whose heart 1s full of love can talk, Such was hils way;
he would gently slide iInto a Baha'l subject, take his audlence
#ith him gnd hold their attention,

On August 9th Dz, Bagdadl invited the Jacksonville believers
to St, Augustine for g "Persilan picnic",gnd there, with Zeengt,
his wife, and Pgrvene, his daughter, seated under shade of
some trees on the banks of the ocean, he pilled our plgtes with
real Oriental pilau which he, himself, cooked - a real love feast,

He came back to Jacksonville on August 14th and at 5:15 A M
August 15th we (mother and I) drove him to Augusta, Ga,,where
he remalned until hils passing, It was,indeed, a great privilege
to have known such a staunch Baha'l,
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Dr. Zla Bsgdadl's grandfather, Shaykh Muhammad -1-Shitl,
a disciple of E1l Bab, was murdered, He was placed upon horse
back, forced to ride in front of his escort and, upon reaching
the desert,wgs shot, The family never knew where the body fell,

Hils fgther and mother were both born in Eeghdad, His
father, Muhammgd Mustafd, was g merchant of Bsghdsd; was a
disciple of Eaha'u'llah and at one time the trusted custodian
of the sacred remains of El Bab,

Z21a was born 1n Eelrut, where he attended the American
Unlversity. The memory of Belirut was particulgrly dear to him
L ecause 1t was there that the body of that great martyr, El1 Bab,
wag kXept in their home for some time before 1t was delivered
to Abdu'l Baha in Akka by an escort of Baha'ls,including his
father and himself, Dr. Zla told me that he remembered a large,
long box in hls home which, as a child, he was never permitted
to touch, and not until long years afterward did he learn thgt
it held the Sacred Remains of E1 Bab and His martyred compgnion,
rather than Sacred books,

Twenty-three frlends greeted: Dr. Guy October 1lst,upon his
return from their summer vacatlion, His subject ="Do you think
it 1s a small thing to be a Baha'i?" 1s a good question for
everyone to ponder,

Within the Baha'l Sacred writings there 1s a statement that
those 1living in the early days of the appearance of a Divinely
appointed Manifestation of God and who find and accept Him are
truly blessed because in those early days His love can the more
easily flow to us, There 1s also another statement = a very
powerful one,

"love me, that I may love thee, If thou lovest Me not, My
love can in no wise reach thee, Xnow this, 0 Servant,"

We who In these early days have found gnd accepted Baha'u'llgh
have been accorded a great bounty. The value of our reward
1s entirely up to each one of us,

We were agaln guests of St. Augustine for the November
12th Feast, gnd again enjoyed a real Baha'l fellowship at the
Florida Normal and Industrial Institute,

Out-of-town guests during 1936: Mapy E. Coffin, M.D.,
Pittsburg, Pa. Jan.2; Winifred Richards, Brooklyn,N.Y. March 5.,and
on Nov,20th Mr. and Mrs, E. H. Edsall (Leonora),from Montclair,N.J.
He was in very 111 health and she feared he would experience one of
his usual sleepless nights. How happy they both were the.next
morning; he had slept soundly all night, awoke refreshed, was
happy and Jolly and better health followed for some time there-
after, g gift and a blessing which,she wrote, she felt sure had
come from Baha'u'llah during that Baha'l meeting of November 20th,
1936,
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A btusy year, A delightful house warming by the Jacksonville
Baha'ls was held on January 15th at the home of Herbert E,Bacon,
son of Mr, Walter L. Bacon,in South Jacksonville, Twenty persons
were present, First there was a get-acquainted socilal time,
followed bty refreshments furnished bty the well-wishers, Then,
after inspiring Baha'l talks by Dr, W. B. Guy of St. Augustine,
and Miss Jean Anthony, from New York City, came the good-nights
gnd good wishes for the occupants of the new home, with Mr,
Walter Bacon's parting advice = to M"Act right, do right, live
right and stay right, then all will be right.,"

Mr. Arthur S. Agnew, Chicago, pald Jacksonville another
visit in February, when a special meeting and social hour was
held at the home of Miss Margaret Hass, at which *1ime he told
of hils visit to Acca and Haifa, and the never-tc~2e-forgotten
impressions made by those sacred surroundings,

Naw=Riz Feast at 707 Post = a happy event with many outside
guests, ‘

Although our 12-Day Feast of April 9th was held at 707 Post,
we were the guests of Miss Winifred Richards, a visiting Beha'l
friend.

April 17th 707 Post was fgvored with a visit with Miss
H. Brogene Hoagg and Mlss Josephine Kruka, two fine Beha'ls and
teachers of Esperanto, who stopped while passing through i
Jacksonville to keep appointments elseihere, As they had given
no advance notice, 1t was impossible to hold meeting for them.,

On April 21st the following were elected Assembly members:
Mrs, M. L. Vernon, chairman; Miss Margaret A, Haas,Vice- Chairman
(a new believer, enrolled Jan. 21,1937). Mrs. Lida S.Marryott,
Treasurer, Kathryn L, Vernon, Secretary. MNrs, Charles Davies,
Music. Mabel E, Sawyer, Publicity. Gertrude Davies, Fgasts.
%. L. Facon, Book Custodian, Mrs. Carol Falin,

Kathryn was elected delegate to Wilmette Conventlon,thereby
having privilege of attending In person or mailing ballot,
Working people cannot always leave when they would like,nor do
pocketbooks always say "go", but "Uncle Sam" carried the vote,

Cn March 27th cgblegram was received by NSA, signed bty
Zialyyih, Mother of the Guardlan, announcing his marrisge to
Ruhlyylh Khanum,Miss Mary Maxwell,.daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Sutherland Maxwell, Montreal, Canada,

Secretary was requested to write a letter to be sent to the
Suardlan, expressing the love gnd well-wishes of the Assembly,
so to Him went the following message: =



Jacksonville, Florilds,

To His Honor Shoghl Effendl,
Our Beloved Guardian:-

As we partake of this 19-Day Feast, our
hearts turn with loving wishes to you and your
honored bride, May the blessings of Bgsha'u'llah
rest upon you both and give you strength and courage
to " Carry On."

Members = Spiritual Assembly of the Eaha'is
of Jacksonville, Florida,

Walter Lewls Bacon
Mrs, Charles Davies
Margaret A, Hass
Magbel B. Sawyer
Gertrude Davies
Mrs. Carol Falin
¥rs. Lida S. Marryott
Mrs. Marion L. Vernon
Kathryn L. Vernon
Visiting Member of the New York City community
Winifred Richards
Visiting Baha'l from Portsmouth, N, H.

Florence E, Steedley

April 28,1937

15
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To Jacksonville came the followilng:
May 23rd 1937

To the Spiritual Assemtly of the Baha'ls
of Jacksonville, Florildsa,

Dear Baha'l Friends: .

I am Instructed by our beloved Guardilan to acknowledge
with thanks the receipt of your message of the 28th of April,
written on the occasion of the celebration of the Nineteen Day
Feast 1n Jacksonville, and to reciprocate the greetings and
good wilshes you hgve so kindly conveyed.to him on that

occasion, all of which he very deeply values and appreclagtes
indeed.

He wishes me to take this opportunity for conveylng to you
and through you to the friends in your Centre, the expression of
his profound and loving appreclation of the efforts you are
strenuously exerting for the promotion of the Falth 1in Florlda,
He 1s praying from the very depth of hls heart for the confirma-
tion of your fondest hopes and highest aspirations in the
Service of our beloved Cause,

With loving Baha'l greetings,
Yours ever sincerely -
H. Rabbani,
Xay the Beloved bless you and keep you,
brighten your hopes, cheer your hearts,
and ald you to attain your noblest goal
in the service of His Falth,

Shogh1

In November Milss Winifred Richards transferred from the
llew York City Baha'!l Community to reside permanently in
cacksonville,bringing our membership again up to thirteen,

To our happy surprise she located in an apartment at 628 Post
Street, almost across from 707, so it was very easy to join
forces for all activities,

Weekly meetings and study classes were held at 707 Post
until Dec,17,1837,when they were transferred to Winifred's
where held until April,1938, account of 1llness of my Mother,

As Winifred had started to study Esperanto, a free
Esperanto study class was gdvertised in November,with Winifred
as teacher, TFirst class was held at 707 Post, thereafter at

528 Post, To first class ten outsiders appeared tut almost
imrmedlgtely dropped out,

Qur Nov,12th Feast was agaln a very speclal one ,celebrat=
ing the Annlversary of the birth of Beha'u'llah, in St,
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Augustine as guests of that Assembly,

Eesldes Dr. and lirs, Guy our out-of-clty guest speakers

included: ‘N. T. Bldwell, Augusta, Ga. Jan.Z2l.
Miss Jean Anthony, New YorkX C ity, Jan.28. Dr. A.L,
Morrls, Chilcago,Ill, June 24th. Dr. Morris also went to

Fernandina Beach, tc visit our staunch Raha'il friend, Mrs,
Anne Nggel, where 2 public meetings were held in her hcme,
Mrs, Clga Breymann, Eurlington, Vt., Dec, 2nd, who spoke on
"Haifa" - the Holy Land."

On Dec,30th Mr. and Mrs. Calhoun (Ward M. gnd Sylvia)
entertained and instructed at 628 Post while showing movie
pictures of Basha'l groups and picnics,

Other Raha'il visitors = ¥rs, Florence Steedley,
Portsmouth, New Hampshire: Mrs, Eessie Wigfall, Crlgndo.
Edward H, Young, Eristol, Fla. Mrs., Myrtle Parker, Bristol,
and ¥r, and Mrs, Cayman (Claude and Gladys) who never missed
jolning with us 1f 1n our city. (Miami believers)

Durlng thils year our Baha'l meetings and activities were
called to the attention of the Jacksonville public by over three
hundred inches of column newspaper notices and write-ups, which
should prove that we were not trying to keep our Pearl of Great
Price hidden under anything., Outsiders seldom came from
newspaper notices,

April 11th of this,lhe year 1937,American Eaha'ls celebrated
the 25th anniversary of Abdu'l Bsha's arrival in America. On
that date in 1912 an ocean steamer brought him to the New York
harbtbor and here, in America, he remained until Decemkter Sth,
carrying the Baha'l messgge from coast to coast, The writer
was living 1in New York state at that time, Why did I have to
walt twenty long years before hearing of the Egha'l message 1in
the city of Jacksonville, in the stgte of Florida?

In strange ways does God work, but more blessed to hgve longer
walted than to have heard and denied,
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Dr., Guy was our flrst speaker; starting off the new year
in the right way,

Our January l3th meeting was held at Winifred Richards',
Mrs, Guy our speaker, subject - "The New Day." There, also,
our Naw-Riz Feast held; there,too, we celebrated the
Anniversary of the birth of Baha'u'llah,

A pleasant surprise in Janugry: the informetion that Mr,

Charles Reimer, Millwgukee, Wisc., a fine Eahat'l, would be in
Jacksonville and available for a lecture, if desired,

If desired! Wwhenever any outsiders did come, they were always
considered ty us as a speclal gift from Baha'u'llsh, and so we
hustled, phoned all our friends, placed newspaper notices in
three papers annocuncing to the public that there would be a
Bgha'l lecture in Parlow B of the Roosevelt Hotel, 3 P.M.
Sunday, January 23, Mr. Reimer, the speaker, to tell them of
"The Cguse and Cure for Present Day Ills." Jacksonville
must have been a very healthy city at that time,gt least very,
very few seemed interested in making 1t better,

Upon arrival of Mrs, Mamle L. Seto, San Francisco, Calif,,
Fet, 23rd, a speclal meeting for the believers was held at home
of Miss Margaret Hass. At that meeting MPs, Seto spoke to us of
the importance of the 7-Year Plan, having as 1ts goal thercom-
pletion of the Wilmette Baha'l Temple in that period of time
and, of course, reminding us of the great privilege that was ours
to contribute our "mite", As Raha'l Temples gre tuilt only with
Baha'l dollars, so eagch Temple erected stands as a tesstimonial
of our love for God and our falth in Raha'u'llah,

April 21st election resulted in the following: Winifred
Richards, Chalirman: Marion L, Vernon, Vice- Chairman:
Mrs, Lida S.Marryott, Treas, Kathryn L. Vernon, Secretary,
In January we sent in the name of a new member - Mrs, Louise
B. Fender, which brought our community up to 14.

Winifred was delighted to attend the Wilmette Conventlon as
Jacksonville's delegate, When Ridvan Feast was held at her home
in¥ay she gave an Interesting account,but 1t also included re-
port of cablegram received from Shoghl Effendl with sad news of
passing of the Holy Mother, Munirih Rhanum, wife of Abdu'l Baha.
Instead of our Ridvan Feast observance, memorial services were
held,

As the Assembly felt it would be convenlient to own a
rubber stamp showing address, I took the order to J,H. Mallett,
111 W. Ashley Street., Golng tack to recelve gnd pay for stamp,
what was my surprise when told it was gziven "gratis" - g4
friendly gesture to a regigious organization,

Jake's Newstand, the largest in Jacksonville, gave us per=-
mission to place coples of ®World Order™ magazines upon his
shelves,which we did during May, June, July and August, During
that time only one copy was sold, in July, During September

and Octoberthey were also place in the St.,James bullding
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newstand but none were sold,

First meeting of the winter season,Nov.cth, was held at
home of Mr. Walter L, Bacon, So.Jacksonville,other meetings
at 707 Post Street, The 19-Dgyy Feasts, as well as various
public Feasts during this year were given by - Mrs,Lauilse 3,
Fender, Miss Margaret Haas, Miss Winifred Richards,
M1ss Mabel B. Sawyer, Mrs, Marion L, Vernon, Kathryn Vernon,

Eilght non-Baha'ls gttended our Dec.ll meeting when MNrs,
Cuy explained the question - "Vhat 1s a Baha'i,"

Guests during the year - Mr. Robt. L. Gulick, Paradise,
Calif, Feb,.14, Mr. Charles Graham, from South Carolina,
brother of M rs, Guy, Jan. 26, Our two sincere Baha'is from
Miaml, Claude and Gladys Layman on Nov, 4th, and on November
21st Mr. gnd Mrs, Thurston H. Vgughn and Mr. Philip A.
Marangella, from New York City.

For some time I had wished for a great big sign which would
gdvertise that there were such things as Baha'l meetings being
held in Jacksonville, Many Churches were using billbogrds
furnished to them by Funeral Directors, Should I ask them to
give ¢dne to me? The 1des did not appeal, Cur Baha'l message 1s
a messgge of pure light, Should we, while advertising our meet=-
Ings expressive of God's light and love, always remind the
people that a grave awalts them where we must remain, as so many
believe, until the last trump 1s sounded? No, I would have to
g0 on wishfully wishing for a while longer,

December 25th came, - Christmas Day, gand to my surprise my
Christmas gift from my preclous Bsha'l Mother - money enough to
purchase an electric "Baha'l Center” sign - money she had
saved through self denials, It was 1ndeed a most happy day;
a happy and a thankful time because Mother seemed so well on
that day. Friends came to call upon her; she was her bright
and cherry self and her eyes shown and sparkled with the light
I had always loved - that inner light, g gift from God which
shines through when hearts are filled with love for Him gnd
for human ity.

Very early, 3:15 A.M., December 30th, Mother left me to
meet her Beloved, Baha'u'llah,
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The following year the sign was purchased gnd placed in
a window - g symbol of that radiant spiritual 1ight and glory
which my Mother had been privileged to find,

Who can tell - poseibly if we strive hard enough we
may be able to plant seeds which will produce wondrous frults
after we pass on, At least we can try and as our efforts,
though feeble, gre discerned by Baha'u'llah, He will love us
the more and draw us closer to Him, gnd we shall be assisted,
as He has promised, by a company of H1ls chosen angels,

We should never forget: as our love gnd falth, so
shall our power and blessings be, Our future station depends

entirely upon our own efforts, So 1t 1s recorded within the
Baha'l Sacred Writings. .

20
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It was a clear, cool day, that first Sunday of the year
1339, The gentle afternoon hreege scattered more leaves
over the freshly swept walks, a reminder that all thilngs have
a 1life cycle =~ even a human telng,

Inslde the house at 707 Post Street an unusugl kind of a
Baha'l meeting was being held; 1in memory of Mrs, Marion Lucy
Vernon. In our sorrow, we called upon Dr. Guy to officlate,
expressing our desire to dedicate that sacred time not only to
the memory of Mother but especlally to the memory of her
Seloved, Baha'u'llah, And so 1t was,

Dr. Guy told how the Egha'l Falth 1s not a new Faglth, but
a renewal of the anclent Fsith of God, Whose llessengers appear
from age to age to call humanity back to God; how those
Messengers willlingly suffer persecutlions to prove God's love
for His chlldren; how we, in turn, must prove our love for
God gnd how, for a Baha'l, death 1s but a golng away to a
fuller, better 1life,

Iater a "pilllar™ of a fashiongble Church sgid, " I wish
the Churches would hold services llke that - 1t was so
beautiful, " Many, Indeed, were the beautiful Baha'l truths
presented during that service,

After that day the hcme was agaln thrown:. open for Bgha'l
uses, gs opportunities presented,

Robert L, Gulick, from Pgradise, Calif, a staunch Bgha'l
of many years, was our guest gt the 8 P.M, meeting, Feb, Sth;
Kathryn the speaker, 10 non-Baha'ls present, & Baha'ls,

St. Augustine hgd the great dlstinction of hgving several
members of the Negro race gnd we who previously had been
privileged to attend thelr meetings knew what a truly spirit-
ual Feast they had to offer, so when the Jgcksonville bellevers
and their frilends received St. Augustine's very cordlal invita=-
tion to join them Iin their Naw-riz Feast, we planned Naw-Ruz
for 707 Post Street gt a non-conflicting hour, gnd happily
accepted their 1nvitatlon,

21
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Cur April 21st election showed the following members:
Mr. M. Q. Arnold; Mrs., ¥. Q. Arnold ( Bessle Nagel Arnold);
Valter L, facon; ¥»re. Davles; Gertrude Davles;
wrs. Faliln; Yrs, Fender; Miss Margaret Hags;Vice- Chglrmgn;
Mrs. Marryott, Treasurer; lirs. Rozear; #inifred Richards,
Chalrman; MNauel Sawyer, Publicilty; Kathryn Vernon, Secretary,

Again we numbered TEIRTEEN.

Letter from Mr. Racon expressed his appreclation of his
appointment gs a member of the Local Spiritual Assembly for that
Baha'l year, wilth the hope that 1t would be possible for him to
be of some service to the Assembly, adding - "My mind 1s
continually with you," This we did not doubt for no more sincere
a Baha'l ever lived than that fine elderly gentleman- Nr, Walter
L. Bacon, who told me how in the early days of the introduction
of the Faith in New York City at times he even went hungry in
order to be able to purchase g Baha'l book, gnd he never could
understand why Jacksonville people were not willing to read and
investigate, especially with free books gt hand,

In his home in South Jacksonville g nice public meeting
was held during thils year, some coming from St. Augustine to
attend,

Winifred Richard was our delegate to the Wiimette €onven=-
tion, Upon her return she, as Chalrman, called a meeting of the
Board members and gave a short talk on some of the Baha'l
duties, as explained in Wilmette; then shared with us her
Conventlon experlences while we enjoyed her frult punch and cakes,

We particularly wish to mentlon how Orcella Rexford ggaln
returned to Jacksonville in April and, after a series of health
clgsses in food science at the Oak Street Friday Musical Clukt,
Zave another of her fine Faha'l free lectures at 8 P,M. April 23
in the ball room of the Seminole Hotel, At that lecture she
trought out how religion 1s progressive and, using blackboard,
showed how the time prophecles given to Daniel in a vislion fore-
told our calendar year 1844 when El1 Bab, the forerunner, as did
John the Baptist, proclaimed the appearance of the Promised (ne
in the years 53 gnd 1963, as likewise proclaimed in Bible
prophecies, B®autiful slldes of Baha'l interests were also shown,

200 Baha'l pamphlets were distributed; also lists of RBaha'l
books in the three public libraries, Announcements were made of
the Wednesday afternoon fireside inquiry classes at Winifred
Richards',628 Post Street, gnd the Thursday night firesides
together with the weekly Sunday meetings at 707 Post, Two more
free lectures in the Hotel were also announced by Orcella and
no lecturer could have received a finer credential than she
gave for Dr, Guy, the following week's speaker,

During Orcella's health lectures cards were passed around
which all signed, 216 non- - Baha'ls gattending. Out of this 216
only gbout 50 gttended her Baha'l lecture, together with a
posslible gdditional 25 who had not heard her previously, It
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might pe interesting to future generations of Baha'ls to

note that out of this 241 total, less than g dozen attended

the following Baha'l hotel lectures, proving beyond g doubt

that many spirlitually DEAD people were walking the Jackson-
ville streets, Twenty=five gttended Dr.Guy's Hotel lecture

on April 30th, composed of 7 Esha'ls, one lady and two men from
Orcella's lecture, the remainder strangers., On May 7th the
third Baha'l lecture was held at the Hotel, when Mrs, Guy gave a
beautiful talk on "The Path to God," after which several
questions were asked by non-Eaha'ls, Then Mrs, Guy introduced
Mr, E. H. Young, a Bsha'l guest from Eristol, Florida, who gave
a short history of the Falth, Present at thils Hotel lecture-
seven Baha'ls, five nons,

Mr. Young attended the May 10th Wednesday afternoon class
at 628 Post, and the Thursday evening and Sunday meetings at
707 Post. Although we always awalted the coming of some in-
quirer on these dates, they arrived tut seldom,

We observed all 19-Day Feasts and we tried to make our
public Feasts real festive occasions, The spiritual program
of the 19-Day Feast held at Winifred's was conductsd by Mrs,
Fender, (May 17th).

Our May 21st meeting, dedicated to commemorating the
declaration of El1 Bab, was an interesting one as so many took
part. lirs. Fender read something she had written on the
subject; Mabel Sawyer read something out of a Y~ok; Winifred
Richards spoke; Kathryn used blackboard to show geneology of
the Bab, and layer cake was furnished by Mlss Haas which was
enjoyed ty all, including our two guests,

A 19-Day Fgast of particular note was held at home of Miss
Haas, 1008 Barrs Street, on August 20th,when each one gttending
was presented with a 6=-pgge pamphlet made by M1ss Haas; each
pege covered with Baha'l selections, the cover decorated with
Bana'l plctures -an undertaking which had taken much time,

During thils period Mrs, Cooper, A Bgha'l from Freemont, Ohlo,
called at the Baha'l Center, asking that some one call upon
Mr., B. F. Cooper 1n Green Cove Springs, stating that they would
form g study class there, Consequently in accordance with this
request, Mrs. Harryott, a sweet Jacksonville Basha'l, and the
writer one day set out for Green Cove Springs, Several mlles
away, There we found a cordial welcome from a most kindly
gentleman, We left several Baha'l Pamphlets, also a New Era
which seemed to delight him, and during our hour's visit most of
the talk was on Eaha'l subjects; he wishing to learn more of the
Falth as hils son, dagughter-in«law gnd thelr two sons in Freemont,
Ohio, were Baha'ls,

The second visit with Mr. (Cooper was on May 28th when,
after dlnner in St, Augustine, Mrs. Guy and the writer started
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back to Jacksonville via Green Cove Springs,when he had the
opportunity of converasing with Mrs.Guy; we grriving in

J acksonville 1n time for evenling meeting, The study class
never materlalized, account of 111 health, What a happy thought;
that for those who wish to find the truth the way 1s always

open, no magtter where they may be,

Mrs. Guy again invited Jacksonville and friends to share
with them g Feast on Sunday, June 4th, her farewell party before
leaving for the North, Fifteen happily accepted the invitation,
The St. Augustine members present were Mrs, Shaw, Mr. Calhoun,
Mr. and Mrs., Robinson, Mr, Larsen, C. Mae Thitchener, her
brother Clarence Thitchener, Dr. and Mrs, Guy - a grand total
of twenty four, After g delicious material feast, served at
l P.M., Mr, Walter L. Racon took pictures of the group, Then the
Egha'l spliritual meeting was held, a memoratle meeting 1n many
ways, everyone taking part, We arrived back 1In Jacksonville
6:20, turned on the lights, dusted off the chairs and hopefully
walted but no one came,

Outside of a very short period during the hot -summers,
while Dr. and Mrs. Guy were vacationing in thelir New Hampshire
summer camp, and several of the local members were likewlse
vacationing roundabout, Jacksonville held weekly public meet-
ings, perhaps it would be better to say that weekly public
meetings were always advertised in newspapers, many times in-
cluding selections from the Sacred Wgltings; gdvertised several
times by radio, hundreds of times by postal cards; yet while the
few strangers or acqualntances who did come liked us personally,
although Baha'ls, yet their love for God Almighty was not
strong enough to make them willing to open thelr hearts and ask
Him to gulde them to the truth, ORly once 1In a very great -
while did a stranger come from seeing newspaper ad,but the meet=
ings were carried on, That Dr, or Mrs. Guy continued to make the
almost weekly trips from St.mgustine to us, their spiritual

children, throughout the years, proved their great love for
Baha'u'llah,

Fall meetings were started October 1lst, gnd happy was
Jacksonville to again welcome Dr, Guy = returned from his
northern vacation, Nine Baha'ls and nine non-Baha'ls greet-
ed him, I, for one, always sgt spellbound as he talked,
listening to the glorious Baha'l truths as they rolled forth,
sasily, lovingly, so you never could doutt his love for

Baha'u'llah, Never any outlines, the thoughts poured out in
orderly sucgcession, Frequently I took shorthand notes, hoping
thus to impress some of the truths more firmly uptn my mind,
Looking back, I find I have flve pages of single space typed
notes from this evening's lecture, How often I wished that I had
such g wonderful mind and memory,but all I could do was to pray
and hope for improvement, I remember that always before a
meeting he would sit quletly in a chair for a few moments, eyes
closed, It was too sacred a time for one to iIntrude, Surely he
was asking for help,that his messgge would sow seeds worthy of
these lgtter days of God,



25
1939

.

At the following (Sunday) meeting Mrs. Guy was cur guest
speaker, At this meeting, also, was Miss Rinal Gordon, a [ aha'l
fron Montreal, Canada. Rinal played some beautiful, appropriate
selectlions, followed by an opening prayer read by Miss Haas,
selections from Baha'l Scriptures and the Gleanings,then g lovely
talk by Mrs. Guy with B8t. Luke 18:8 as her theme: "Nevertheless
when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth 2"
Then meeting was opened for questlions and many were those asked
by the ten"Nons"present, Most of them had attended many meet-
ings before, and as they did not leave until 10:30 1t proved
agaln that they at least llked us, even though we were Eaha'ls,

When outside speakers were not available, Winifred and
Kathryn took turns, We much preferred to sit and listen tut
Doctor never permitted us to forget that the more loving efforts
we put forth, the greater the flow of love from Baha'u'llah to
us,

Qur Nov, 12th Feast, held at 707 Post Street, revolved
around the divine station of Bgha'u'llah and many of Hls state=-
ments and Blble prophecies fulfllled by His coming., Refreshments
included cakes decorated with red roses, place cards showed
red roses, His favorite flower, and everyone went home,tut not
until 11 P.M., with a beautiful red rose- as a reminder of Him,

One of our guests, a lady from Pittsburg, Pa.,made us happy
when she sald, "This 1s the first time I have heard the Rgha'l
message, the meeting has been a revelation to me and when I
reach home I will not forget, I am going to search to find the
truth," We never heard more; we trust those were not idle
words because a great joy awalts all those who do search and find,

Other visiting Baha'ils during the year included Dr. Gayne
vV, Cregory, San Francisco, Calif; Helen S, Aanderson (Joy B,
Elgar) New York City; Mr. Walter Goodfellow, Newark, N.J;
E. H. Young, Bristol, Fla; Mrs. Iva Smack, Muskegon, Mich,

Qur hearts were sgddened thils year by the loss of two of
our falthful gnd very sincere Baha'ils:

Baha'l services COctober 19th for Mrs, Charles Davies, a
misician of great natural abllity, an organist for 26 years
in Jacksonville's First Presbyterian Church, who so willingly
and beautifully played at our meetings, dedicating her God-
glven gift btack to Him, and proving her falth in Baha'u'llsh
in so many other ways,

Mrs. Carol Falin also passed on in October, I well
remember one Sunday in 1933 when 1in answering door bell we
found her standing there, How happy we were when she said she
had heard of the Baha'l message In Buffalo,N.,¥, 25 years before,
Bad heard and believed but had never joined any group,and then
she happily expressed her desire to join in Jacksonville, And
now, Mra, Fslin also had left us,
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Within the Baha'l writings we are told that death has been
made g messenger of joy for us, therefore we must not grieve,
Rather 1t 1s ours to carry on, each in his own way, dedlcating
any gifts glven to us by God to Hls service; never forgetting
that 1n serving humanity we are serving God.

My Baha'l electric sign was shining brightly from 1its window
cach time there was to be any Bagha'l activity., Then Winifred
thought 1t would be nice to have it turned on every evening,
she making the suggestion that I be allowed $1.00 per month
toward electricity, So thils arrangement was put into practice
for a short time and although for long gfterward the 1little
sign did 1ts best,shining forth from dusk to almcst midnight
each night , the number of inquirers was not increased,

Winifred 4i1d her best to keep the home fires burning. A
meeting held at her apartment, 628 Post Street, on Dec. 31lst,
although in reality the observance of a 19-Day Feast, was
turned into a "Baha'l Tea" - which several outsiders enjoyed
while they listened to the Baha'l messgge.

It was my privilege to spend the New Year season, December
30 end 31, in ilami, Fla. The friends who invited me, feeling
it might be a lonely anniversary date for me, although not
baha'ls made me feel free to attend Eaha'l activitles, So on
Dec,30th I enjoyed g frilendly Saturday supper with a Baha'l
couple, who afterward took me to the 19-Dsy Feast, where about
32 were present, Seelng a Baha'l from another locality,they
requested that I be their Sunday evening speaker, It 1s never
right to refuse, so I made my first appearance outside of
Jacksonville and St. Augustine, Atout 35 were present, at the
public meeting, Afterward, an elderly Baha'l gentleman salid,
"I was thinking, as you were speaking, if Bsha'u'llah, when
He was in the dungeon that you spoke of, could have looked
forward and heard you tonight, how haprpy it would have made Him."

It is my hope that in the years to come Baha'u'llah may
ce made VERY happy wilth the Jacksonville community,
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A new year 1s always associlated with hopes for happy days

and new opportunities, so most appropriate was Dr. Guy's lecture
theme for Jacksonville's January 7th meeting -  "The hope of
the World."

As was thelr custome since 1832, Cr, and ¥Mrs, Guy came
together or took turns, weekly coming the 40 miles from St,

Augustine, cheering and encouraging the strugd ing Jacksonville
bellevers,

But January was not all bright and sunny = for during
this month our dearly loved and respected elderly RBaha'il Mr,
Walter L. Bgcon passed gway. He frequently was unaktle to
attend meetings, but a more staunch Eaha'l or one with more
love In his heart for Baha'utllah gnd Abtdu'l Baha never
lived., Truly ons of God's gentlemen - the one who willing
many times went hungry, In order to be able to purchase
another Baha'l book, As I think back I still can see him
gently turning their pages with, oh, such a loving touch,

At our February 2nd public meeting Winifred gave talk on
"The Oneness of the Prophets", followed by one on " T he Price"
by Dr. Guy who had unexpectedly arrived,

As members of the Reglonal Teaching Committee, Mrs. Guy,
Winifred and Kathryn opened g series of four weekly Sunday
afternoon meetings at the Green Tree Inn, Dgytona Beach, be=
ginning March 31st. Meetings were gdvertised in the Daytona
Beach papers and by mailing specilally printed gttractive cards,
First speaker, Mrs, Guy, followed by Winifred Richards, Charles
Mason Remey, and Kathryn Vernon, Audience = 2 or 3 at a tire,

In the spring,when Miss Margaret Haas formed a public speak-
ing class at her home and 1invited Winifred and me to attend, we
gladly accepted as each one was permitted to choose her subject,

therefore gn opportunity to broadcast some one of the Baha'l
truths,

-Ngw=Rlz Feast was held at 707 Post Street tut Winifred
Richards was hostess to 15 non=- Baha'is gnd 7 Baha'ils., Yellow
daffodils and jasmine decorated the tables, Upon arrival of
all guests Winifred explained the Baha'l calendar, After all
were seated we enjoyed a regular dinner party from delicious
chicken salad, potato chips, hot rolls, tomato frozen salad,
olives =ripe and stuffed, etc,,etc., ice cream and pretty blue
and yellow flowers decorating the individual square cakes,
Afterward we adjourned to another room , each guest read theilr
placecard selections from "The Gleanings",then Kathryn told of
God's spiritual Feasts, spread out anew for all humanity,

This just shows what our public Feasts were like- plenty of
material refreshments, always topped off with the choicest brand
of God's spiritual food, We tried to make these public Feasts
a jJoyous spiritual occasion for non-Baha'ls,inviting all
acquaintgnces whom we hoped might become further Interested,
Never did they refuse our invitations,
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For Ridvan we were again guests of St. Augustine, where g
real spiritual feast was always held gfter the material,

Kathryn was hostess for the May 23rd gathering held in
memory of the Declaration of E1 Bab, atout 40 present, Center
piece was an open gate; place cards with drawings of an open
gate, the word "B AB"™ over it, and selected Baha'il
gquotations for each,

On April 21st the following were elected members of our
Assembly: Winifred Richards, Chairman, Mrs., Lida S.Marryott,
Treasurer, Mabel B. Sawyer, News Service,

Miss Margaret Haas, Chalrmgn of Feasts, - Gertrude Davies,
Henry PFrederick Blackstone, (a new member- Jan,l19th)

Mrs, Loulise PR, Fender, Mrs. Pearl Rozear,

Kathryn L, Vernon, Secretary,

Mrs., A. M, Powell wgs received into membership on May
17th. Two of our members, Mr, and Mrs, M. Q. Arnold, left
Jacksonville during the year to reside at Fernandina Beach,
Florida, so our membership by end of the year was 10 (ten),

Winifred was our elected delegate to the Arnual Con=
vention in Wilmette,Ill.4s usual, we later received a good
report: of same,

Under the faithful direction of our News Service Chairman,
Miss Matel B, Sawyer, weekly notices appeared in our principal
newspaper, the Florida Times-=Union, fully covering all Baha'l
activities, 1In fact, during the previous seven years they never
refused to publish our notices nor the quite lengthy excerpts
from the Baha'l sacred writings which were usually included,
Thanks to them, the Words of Raha'u'llah were distributed, free
of charge to us, over approximately one-half of the state of
F lorida,

After one of our Sunday meetings a Jewish friend, who
attended frequently, offered me some money, I explained there
was never even a collection, all a free offering of love for
God. At next meeting I was much surprised to find that the
lady had brought a large package of ice cream, Abdu'l Esha
tells us to refuse a gift would wound &8 gracious heart. We had
no desire to hurt anyone , so the meeting ended in a real happy
party for all, including the eleven "nons™ attending -
thanks to a friendly friend,

As previously recorded, i1t was Orcella Rexford who came to
Jacksonville in 1932, held health classes, afterward gave a free
Baha'i lecture in the Seminole Hotel, at which time she intro-
duced Dr. W, B,Guy, who then opened a series of Baha'!'l lectures,
I did not attend Orcella's Baha'l lectures nor her classes,but I
was told one hundred people were enrolled in her classes, June
Sth of this year, 1940, she returned to Jacksonville gnd at
the same Hotel gave another free Eaha'l lecture, Meeting was
well published via 3 newspapers, 200 invitations mailed out,and
many personal phone calls made, Her lecture - "What all the
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Norld Waits For," as usual was fine, only 30 non=Baha'ls
attended, Most of them handed in thelr names with the promise
that they would attend other meetings. Although they were
later extended both personal and written invitatlions no

further interest developed,

As usual, Dr, and Mrs. Guy spent about two months each
summer in New Hampshire and during that time we, in Jacksonville,
had to shift for ourselves,

During this summer word came that Dector was seriously il1,
2 heart gttack, and not expected to live, ~We prayed and wgited,
and prayed, and in some miraculous wgy he mangged to return but
never agaln was he able to ecome to a Jacksonville meeting.,

Just before the Sept, 27th 19=Day Feast Mrs, Guy phoned
that Doctor wanted us all to cslebrate the Feast with him in St,
Aigustine, So there we Rheld our holy Feast, he joining with us
from his cot, Just before we left he said, "I have seen
Bsha'u'llah; I am going." Trying to dispel the gloom I said,
"If you have seen Esha'u'llah that must mean that you will get
better," "No," he replied, "I am going."

When I answered the phone early the evening of October 3rd
it was to learn that the greatest joy bringer for all true
BEsha'is, DEATH, had removed from our midst our beloved friend
and spiritual leader, Dr, Walter Bryant Guy of St, Augustine,Fla.-
the truest friend that any Jacksonville Community will ever know,
His knowledge of the Baha'l teachings gnd their spiritusal
significance was profound, We, indeed, lost g great teacher,

Born in Henley, England, Dr. Guy migrated alone to America
when 19 years of gage, In 1919, giving up a fine medical posi-
tion with brilliant prospects for future gdvancements in Eoston,
Mass, he came to Florida, his great desire that he might glve the
Baha 'l message to the Negro race, In the early days, because
he did give the message to Professor Collier and also Miss
Blocker, the very refined gnd cultured memters of the Florida
Normal & Industrial Institute,then located in St. Augustine, and
to many other refined and educated members of that race, he was
threatened by the KKK with tar and feathering i1f he did not stop,
Eecause he did not stop, Baha'u'llah protected gnd favored him in
many ways, and he continued to spregd the Eaha'l messgge
wherever he found anyone willing to listen,

It was In March,1932, that Dr. Guy gave his Eaha'l lecture
which I heard, During a great part of the following years weekly
trips were made by him to attend our Jacksonville meetings, years
of tiresome but loving service on his part in the service of his
Lord, that Jacksonville might share with him the delight and
honor of Knowing his Beloved; years which would hagve brought dis-
couragement to many others when freguently, at the end of the
journey, only empty chairs weee found. But what a gloriously
happy night 1t was when, on A pril 21,1935, he helped us to
organize the Jacksonville Bgha'l Assembly, Then more years of
patlent teaching and counselling, for Dr. Guy always was

nxious that gacksonville learn to"stand firmly upon ' -
fts own feet
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It was a begutiful service at the home iIn St. Augustine,
The Eaha'l sacred words and the soulful music of the cholr from
the Normal School fllled the rooms; then a drive to Jacksonville,
I owned a buriel plot, ne=2ded only one side, and had once
offered the other half for use by Dr. and brs. Guy 1f ever they
desired, So we drove to Jacksonville gnd there Baha'l
prayers were held at the graveside,

That was all we could do, So very llttle for one who
had done so much for Jacksonville,

Later Mrs, Guy and I erected a Baha'l monumnent, a
memorial not so much to Dr, Cuy and my Mother as to thelr
Beloved, 'Baha'u'llah, so that all who saw 1t would know that
some one In Jacksonville iIn those early years had love for
pbaha'u'llah and faith in Him - the Promised One of .God,

Cn October 26th I hgd the honor of giving the first Baha'l
vacksonville broadcast., The 15 mlnute time, furnished by
courtesy of WJAX, the city owned station, was the reward of

a year of effort, It was listed as a "Baha'l program,"

I asked the radlo station to please not follow by any Jazz
music, as was frequently done and, to my delight, when I
finished I heagrd the soft,sweet strains of "Ave Narla", then
the gnnouncer was most graclous, referring interested in-
quirers to the Center for further information, The news=-
paper ads called gttention to program and time and we know 1t
was heard as far away as Daytong and New Smyrna Eeach, tut no
Inquirles were received from anyone,

The following year we Inquired again 1f they had time to
spare btut was told that all free religious time had kteen
assigned and was under the directlion of the Ministerlal Alllance,
They gave me the name and gddress of the director, with the
assurance that i1f the Minlsterlal Allilance was wllling to let us
use some of thelr time, the radlo station would be very glad to
1ist us, 8o I called upon the Ministerial Alllance representa-
tive, with a heart full of that feeling called brotherly love
and a brand new copy of "New Era"™ as a gift for him, feellng sure
that he, a minister, would want to learn the truth about
God's latest Revelation,

Yes, he had heard something about the Bsha'l so=called
Religion, 1t was some form of yoglsm; he hgd never rsad any
of the writings and neither d4id he intend to, He showed very
plainly that he did not desire to talk to me gnd when I
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offered to leave the "New EZra" with him he positively refused
to accept, So I left, fully realizing that only God 1s
capacle of hgndling such prejudices,

Shortly after I accepted the Baha'l Falth Dr., Guy asked
me to contact the legding Jewlsh Rabtl, hoping that possitly
ne would pnlan a time when Doctor could address his congregation,
it 1s nice to remembter that the Rabbl was very courtsous, even
though not interested in investligating.

Jacksonville trled to sow seeds and we were glwa;ys grateful
for outside helpers, as on Yov, 10th when we were honored by
oresence of Louls G. Gregory, Eliot, Malne, that fine Egha'l of
whom Abdu'l Baha spoke so highly, Ee stayed with his friend,
Rev, Ford, Pastor of the Eethel Baptist Church on Hogan Street,
A Sunday morning sermon 1n that Church was dellvered by Mr,
Gregory and the Baha'l message was given "straight from the
shoulder." He afterward told us that when he sawy five members
of the Baha'l Assembly in the audlence it had 1nspired him to do
so, even though the Pastor had cautioned him ggainst 1t. At
the close of the service, howedwer, the Pastor, Rev, ¥Ford, invited
anyone Iinterested to meet with lir, Gregory at 3 P.M, 1in the
office of Dr. C. Frederlick Duncan, for a round tatle discussion,

Two years previously we had contacted Dr. Duncan,one-of the
leading Vegro physiclans of Jacksonville, had been to his home
for a Baha'l discussion,and he afterward read the "New Era".
Upon infdrming him of the coming of Mr, Gregory he sald he
would be welcome to come to hls office on Broad street for a
Sunday afternoon meeting,

At that afternoon meeting were 3 Jacksonville Ragha 'ls:
Winifred Richards, Mrs, Powell, gnd Kathryn, together with 5
frlends of Dr. Duncan,including Eartha White of the White Mission
Dr., Waters, a dentlist, and a Puerto Rlcan whom I had met pre-
viously at a Eaha'l meetlng 1n St. Augustine, and whom I over=-
heard telling Dr, Duncan,mis friend, "This 1s the message
I was telling you about; I believe it is the only way out for us,"

)

If anyone gccepts Baha'u'llah for merely what they themselves
can get out of 1t, 1little will be thelr gain, OCnly when we love
Baha'u'llah with all our hearts, sincerely believing in Him,that
He 1s the Promlsed One of God, gnd then trylng to prove their
love by servlce to Him, will blessings flow to us, Mr, Gregory
that afternoon explalned the teachings lovingly,beautifully,
but no one was sufficlently interested to accept the Jacksonville's
Assembly offer of further 1nquiry classes,

8 P.,M. that evenling the Jacksonville public meeting was
held at 707 Post Street, Mr. Gregory our speaker - a full day
and g very happy day, having such a sincere Eaha'l as our
guest,
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We like to remember, glso, other out-of=town guests during
the year: the visit of Mr, Voost, Chilcago, I1l1, Jan,7th:
how at our Jan,l14th Sunday meeting Dr. and M¥rs. A. M. Shields,
from Nebraska, told of what the Egha'l Falth meant to them:
¥rs. Gracs Geary, Moncton, N.3.,Canada:Feb, 25th:
Mrs., Elva H. Peebles,Nashville, T&nn: Miss Rilnal Zordon,
Montreal, Canada May 4th, fim, de Forge,Teaneck, N.J. March
24th, on his return fron teaching trip to Cuba; and the filne
spiritual talk Sunday evenlng Dec.,lst by Mr.Frederick Kluss of
Detroit, Mich., Monday evenling he came ggaln to 707 Post gnd at
that time several, including Mr. and Mrs. Claude Layman, from
Mlaml, had the pleasure of viewing about 50 pictures taken in
Texas during his ploneer work there,

It had been Dr. Guy's custom each year to hgve g dinner
party on Thanksgiving, celebtrating his tirthday and the Day of
the Covenant, in memory of Abdu'l Baha, This year, 1in memory
of the Doctor, Mrs.Guy extended an invitation to the
Jacksonville Eaha'ls for a Christmas dinner and, as her speclal
guests, she sent a letter to the Army Camp, asking them to ex=-
tend her invitation to 20 of the boys who might be in St.

Augustine on that day, therety hoplng to make some of the
privates who came every week to St. Augustlne a little less
lonely over the Christmas season,

Christmas day came, In the parlor was a pretty lighted
Christmas tree, with favors for all the toys, All was in
readiness and each Baha'l awalted her opportunity to serve,

The dinner hour arrived but no boys, so we walted, walted and
walted, Finally, after an hour and a half of walting,
especlally since the invitation had not been acknowledged by
anyone, Mrs, Guy decided no one was coming and we might as well
eat our own dinner, So the Eaha'ls sat down to the ®well-laden
tatle and enjoyed themselves, I was going to write "to the full"
and why not? We were literally just that- with turkey and all
the fixings,

While we were eating the last bits of our dessert, the door
bell rang and there stood - not the privates we hgd expected =but
20 hungry officers and behind them one little private who hgd
overheard the officers talking and hgd followed, They were our
guests, even though two hours legte, so were 1nvited 1in,

Then what hustling there was, clearing table,washing dishes,
resettilng table and, happlly, finding enough of everything for
their plates, They all seemed to heartlly enjoy it and ate
until every turkey bone was picked cleagm, Then each went
back to duty with a gift from the Christmas tree and a 1little
Baha'l booklet in his pocket,
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January 18th, 1941

Zear Baha'!l Friend:

The Guardian has Just received the copy of the Resolution
c&ssed by the St, Augustine Basha'l Assembly, deploring the loss
of our distinguished coe~worker & ploneer, the late Dr, Walter
B. Cuy, & wishes me to hastan in conveying to you, to your
fellow-members & to all the believers in St. Augustine the ex-
oression of his heartfelt sympathy in the heavy & indeed cruel
¥low sustained by your Community,

The daath of Dr, Guy i1s undoubtedly a severe loss to the
Cause not only in St, Augustine,but throughout the States,
inasrmuch as through his long standing & invaluable services
in the teaching fileld he had come to occupy a very high rank
among Baha'l teachers % pioneers in North Ameriaa, by all of
vhom he was greatly loved & respected,

It 1s your Assembly, however, that feels most particularly
the departure of this great =soul,as 1t wasz through hls efforts
that it was first e=tablished, and now that he 1s no longer in
jour mldst,leaving bhehind such an aching void #m your Community,
you should take courage & comfort at the thought that his
asmory 1s still, & indeed willl ever remain, fresh in your hearts,
thus sparing you to faithfully walk in his footsteps, & carry
further the great task to which he had so notly & so resalutely
dedicated his entire 1ife,

The Guardian will fervenrly pray that the friends in St,
Angustine may live up to those high expectations and that as a
result the Cause in that Center may be further extended gnd
consolidated, & your community develop into the most prosperous
& leading Baha'l center in the South,

Wishing you & them all hearty good wishes & greestings,
Yours in His Service

H. Rabbani

Copy of letter written to
Mises C, Mae Thitchener
St. Augustine, Fla,
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Copy of Tabtlet translgtion to-

Dr. Bryant Guy,
Roxbury, Mass.

Upon him be Bgha-0-1llah E1 Abha!
He 1s God, :

0 ‘thou who are firm in the Covenant:

Thy letter contalned most cheering good news

gnd indicated the oneness of spiritual state that
exists amongst the bellevers. Ils Hollness Baha-o-llah-
may my life be a ransom to His bellevers- spent the
days of Hils life amidst infinite hardships and gfflic=-
tlons, Ne quaffed from every cup of trilal and tasted
every polson of persecution, so that the Flgg of the

neness of the world of humanity may wave over all the
regions, especlally amongst the believers,

Now, because 1n Boston the Cagndle of Unity and
Concord 1s 1gnited, it has become the means of the
commendation of the dwellers of the Kingdom of Atha and
the cause of the happiness of my heart, I hope that
through the Bestowals of the Beauty of Atha this love
and unity may become more revealed day by day, confirm=
ing thee to become the bright candle of the assemblage
of Unity and assisting thee to ralse the call of the
Kingdom of God,

The friends of God must sacrifice thelr lives
for the sake of each other, to such an extent that the
people may become astonished and exclaim: What love
gnd amity flow from the hearts of the Baha'ls for
each other!{

Upon thee be Bahg=El=-Abha!

{signed) Abdul BRaha Abbas

(Translated by Mirza Ahmgd Schrab, April 20,1914,)

Home, Abdul Baha, Mount Carmel, Hgifa, Syrila,
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Cn Thursday evening, Feb, 26th, Mrs, Dorothy Beecher Raker,
Lima,Ohlo, great-granddaughter of Henry Ward Beecher, gave a lecture
in Jacksonville. The Windsor Hotel granted us the use of their charm-
ing parlow for thils lecture, It was advertised i1n three newspapers,
the Times-Union ruanning two lengthy notices, 1t was also broadcast
over three separate radio stations, and over 200 invitations mailed
out,

Mrs. Eaker's lecture ="After the War ~ What?" was followed by
four others at the Windsor: they were likewise advertised through
newspapers and radio. Mrs, Frances Guy, St.Augustine, began the
series by lecture - "What 1s a Bshat!i1?‘ Second week, Kathryn
Vernon, "Are Bible Prophecies Being Fulfilled in This Day?"

Third, Winifred Richards, "The Promise of the Ages," Fourth and
final lecture was delivered by Mrs, Guy, using as her subject "The
Valley of Search," An average of 19 people, including Baha'ils,
attended each lecture, but each evening showing practically a
different group, After close of lectures no further interest was
evidenced,

As of possitle interest to future Baha'l generations: When
thirteen Dorothy had the privilege of meeting Abdu'l Eaha during
his visit Co America., The majesty and kindness of thdat great person
made a deep impression upon her and affected the entire course of
her 1life, She was an ardent Eaha'l from her youth, When she grew
up she was appointed one of the first Hands«~of-~the«Cause in America,
She, her husband, Frank Baker, and her mother,"Aunty Lou" Reecher,
had planned to plioneer in Grenada during 1954,and they were on their
way to meet Dorothy in Trinidad, on her return from teaching tour in
Indla, when they learned that on Jan, 10.her plane had exploded and
crashed into the Mediterranean Sea. They briefly returned to Lima,
Chio, then lefit with his two children, William King and 7inifred
Loulilse, Reaching Italy he hired a boat, went out to the approximate
spot where plane went down, near the 1sland of Elba, and there they
read prayers and cast flowers upon the waters. A memorial service
also was held in Rome. The body was never recovered,

Kathryn's 35 guests at Ridvdn enjoyed a jolly supper, follow=-
ed by an impressive spiritual hour, Mrs. Guy our honored speaker,
Many times our guests assured us of theilr enjoyment of this and
many similar occaslions, but they proved by thelr absence from
regular meetings that the material feasts were what filled thelir
hearts with joy,

On April 21st our elected officers remained the same, Winifred
was our delegate to the 33rd Annual Convention in Wilthette,feeling
sure she would attend and bring us back a fine report, which she
delivered on May 1lst,

Baha'i fellowhsip meetings were orgenized by Winifred and
Kathryn in May at Jacksonville Beach, 18 miles from city of Jackson-
ville,where we met weekly for a month at the home of an inquirer,
Regular attendance totaled 4 or 5§ each week although meetings were
advertised in the Jacksonville Beach newspaper,

A letter of June 23rd from ¥rs, Incille H, Buffin, Miami,
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informed us of appointment on Reglonal Teaching Commnittee

of Mrs, Suy, W inifred and Kathryn, along with two Miamil be-
lievers, In July the two Jacksonville appointees spent three
days In Miami, 1n order to consult with the other members of
the RTC.

Mrs, Eliza S. Marryott, who accepted Eaha'il even tefore
the Assembly was formed, and who hgd lived at 707 Post for
several years, was in hospital when I left, evidently re-
covering from operation, Wwhen I returned I found she was not
expected to llve., She passed on July 10th, Winifred and I
conducted her Bsha'l services on the 12th, BEut 1t was hard to
realize she had left us, Wy, she was our May 17th Feast hostess,
Such a sweet, sincere Baha'l, always ready and willing to help
in every posslble way, 707 Post was lonely without her.

In July Herbert E. Bacon, son of tkat fine Eaha'i
gentleman, hMr. Welter L. Bacon, signed membership card,

Letter from Doris Lohse, Washington, D.C., asked me to
meet her Sept, lst as her toat from Raltimore to Miamil stopped
at Jacksonville, A nice visit at 707 Post Street resulted
before she continued on her trip,

Cn QCct.,27th Mlss Jeanne Negar Bolles was in Jacksonville,
addressed our public meeting and showed movle plctures of her
18-months trip through So, America, She remained for a 19- Day
Feast when she took charge of the spirltual program. She also
showed her plctures at the home of Mrs. Sylvanus Hart, 100 W,
Ashley Street, the gathering. composed of about 20 of Mrs,
Hart's colared friends and the Eaha'l messgge was Indirectly
given during the showing of the pictures,

If, as Jegnne wrote In my Bsha'l Guest Book,1t was a joy
for her to meet the Jacksonvllle bellevers in g Baha'l home,
she tripled the joy for us with her sincerity and radlance at
that time,

Although Jeanne was born in Washington, Conn., we found
out she had not stayed there all the time when she told that
she and her mother had travelled in 21 countrles of Europe,
the ®alkans and the near East for 2 years, also 1n Iceland,
Borneo, Central and South America, Her mother, J.Rﬁh-inquiz
Bolles, 1s an aunt of our Guardian's wife, Rihiyylh Xhdnum,
Jeanne a cousin, -

A get=-together Sundey supper.was held at the Center in
December, to which event outdlders were invited.

Other visitors during 1941: M1ss Josle Pinson,Georgetown,
S.Ce3 Sgt.Joel Marangella, Company A., 88th Medical
Batalllion, then stationed at Camp Elanding,Fla,(our speaker on
Dec.21st): Miss Nell Payne,Lima, Chilo: Frederick A.Cluss,
Detroit,M¥ich, (our speaker Dec.l9th) NMever were our visitors
permitted to Just sit and rest, they all were called upon to do
thelr part,
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Mr, and Mrs, R. F. Talnter and ¥rs. Lculle Mathews,
Colorado Springs, Colo, were our guests In November and
on Sunday afternoon the 16th Mrs, Mathews gave a lecture 1n
the Roosevelt Hotel, Only atout 6 non-Baha'ls gttended and
these came rather through personal invitalon than fron news-
paper nbtices, In the evenlng Mrs. liathews spoke at
the home of Mrs.Guy iIn St. Migustine and most of the
Jacksonville bellevers drove down to attend., MNrs. Mgthews'
sincerity was felt by all,

As noted, several public lecturew were held in Hotels
during the year; other putllc meetings, weekly study or
Inquiry classes at €28 Post or 707 Post, In December three
of the public meetings were transferred to 628, to escape
"flu " epidemic at 707 Post, With exception of about three
months in S ummer, papers carrled invitatlion to anyone wishing
to Investigate to attend Wednesday afternoon inquiry meetings
and "tea" gt Winifred's - 628 Post St. These were eventually
discontinued as Winifred said she "was tired of drinking
tea all ty herself," ’

All meetings were regularly gdvertlised, the meeting
places kept open, We still carried on although often only
the Baha'l "faithful few" agattended,

Thus rounded out another year with our membtership -

Ten, (10).
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In Janugry a series of six lectures were started 1n the
Casa Narina Hotel, Jacksonville Beach, the room graciously
donoted by the Hotel Management, These lectures were glven ty
members of the Reglonal Teaching Committee - Mrs. Frances M,
Guy, St. Augustine, Winifred Richard and Kathryn Vernon,
Jacksonville,and were, In reality ,a follow=-up by the two last
named of lectures held by them the previous year, They were
advertised weekly in the Beach newspaper, as well as under
Jacksonville Eeach meetlings ir the Times-Union, and by personal
Invitation, S1x people gttended the lectures falthfully =-
three lgdies from the previous year's classes,and three new ones,
Vhen the lectures closed the slx expressed a desire to continue
the study, so five weekly classes were conducted by Winifred and
Kathryn, with two of the Jacksonville bellevers, Miss Margaret
Haas and M1ss lisrtel Sawyer, frequently agttending.

January 28th H. Frederick Blackstone Jr.,, transferred to
Ft. Pleasant, N.J.

In January of this year there came to our door Private
Clyde W. Everett, Army Alr Base and 78th Bomber Squadron
Barracks #62, Jadksonville, Fla, formerly an 1solatee believer
in Xingston, N.Y. As he thought he might be here some time he
asked to Joln gnd of course 1t was our pleasure to welcome him,

During first week of March, the St. Augustine WU T U
held a Peace Forum in their Civic Center, As Mrs. Guy pre-
sided over the forum, she invited me to be one of the speakers,
Just snother chance to spread the Baha'l teachings.

our Naw-Riz Feast, held at the EBaha'l Center, was given
by the Jacksonville members of the Florida Teaching Committee
with particular thought to the Beach friends, It was thelir first
Baha'l Feast, The event was a happy and spiritual one,
Thirteen non- Baha'ls were numbered among the guess,

Our nine Assembly members elected on April 21st were:
Gertrude Davies & Mrs, Fender, Feasts; Hertert Racon;
Clyde Everett: Mlss Mgrgaret Haas, Treasurer;

Mrs, Pearl Rozear: Mabel Sawyer, Putllclity;
Winifred Richards, Chairman: Kathryn Vvernon, Secretary,

December 12th Feast was held gt Winifred's, We arrived
early and after the spiritual Feast enjoyed Winifred's
hospltality, - really a suppers then all went across street
to 707 Post for the regular Sunday advertised meeting,

No outsiders came, but meeting was carried through,

The spiritugl program for our Dec,31lst Feast(held at
628 Post) was conducted by Privatd4 Everett in g manner which
proved that he was proud to be gn enlisted soldier in the
ranks of Bsha'u'llah,

. At this Feast also we were especially happy to have with
us Mrs., Sylvanus H, Hart (Emma T. Hart) of 500 W. Ashley St,
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our first bellever from the Negro race, We do not, howesver,
take this credlt to ourselves, for Mrs. Hart, long years gago,
away back in 1922, received the Baha'l message from Dr. W.B.Guy
of St. Augustine, She was a frlend of Prof, Collier and Miss
Blocker of the Florlda Normgl & Industrial Institute 1n St.
Augustine gnd through that contact Dr.Guy opened Eaha'l meet-
ings In Mrs. Hart's Jacksonville home, She accepted and held
firm although the only member of her race in Jacksonville, She
was at one time Pecorded as a bellever tut through some mis-
understanding her name was dropped., We were happy for the
privilage of reinstating 1t,

The materlal Fgast was contrlibuted by various believers
and we gll went home inwgrdly satisfied -both mgterially gnd
spiritually,

During year we were honored by vislts from the following
Baha'ls: March 1l4th- Mr, & Mrs. Hansen (D, irving & Florence)
Baton Rouge, La, June 12th - Mrs, Charlotte Z., Gillen,
from Chelan, Washlington, June l4th- Mr.% Mrs, Frederick
Babo, Atlanta, Ga. The fact that Mr, Babo was a nationally
nown speaker and commentator on iInternational affalrs enabled
him to secure time for a fine Jacksonville broadcast which he
- closed with "Prayer for All Nations."

PDuring the year our 19-Day Feasts were observed and,
with the exception of a trief period during the summer, weekly
Qunday even meetings, also study classes held, One putbtlic
meeting was held at home of Mlss Haas, Egrrs St.,, the remainder
at 707 Post St, Mrs. Frances B. Guy from St, Augustine was
frequently one of our speakers; at other times we all attempted
to do our bit,

At end of the year we numbered - eleven,
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When we looked back over year April 21,1942 to April 21,
1943, with 1ts labor strikes, 1its rationing, food shortage gnd
intense starvation on the other side of the ocean, the con=-
flicts of 1ts World Wer, with the majority of the peoples of
the world not reallzing what 1t was all about, we could 1indezd
say = "How nice 1t 1s to be a Baha'i", for in our hearts we
knew that "these strifes, taese ruinous wars shall cease, gnd
the most great peace shall come,"

Amidst this world turmoll our little community of
Jacksonvllle Baha'ls "held firm," Our 19-Day Fgasts were ob=
served at home of Miss Margaret Hags, Barrs. Street, or at
628 or 707 Post Street, the varlous members contributing to the
materlal grid spiritual portions, A Tuesday evening study
class was held gt Winifred's; publlic meetlings each Sunday even-
ing gt 707 Post, with exceptlion of a summer vacation,

To these public meetings came sallors gnd soldlers. Some
were Eaha'ls, some were not, Some came often, some came but once,
then, wlth courageous hearts, went thelr way to do thelr part in
the line of duty, :

During Janugry 19th Feast letters from the ¥ S A received(Read)
since our lgst 19-Day Feast, all in reference to cablegrams from
our Guardian, Shoghl Effendl, expressing hls great plsasure
and appreclation of the efforts of the American bellevers in
completing the exterior of the Wllmette T emple even before
the end of the allotted 7-year plan in 1944,

January 19th EBulalle Haas slgniflied her desire to become
enrolled as a bellever and our spirlitual Feast Feb, 29th was
so beautifully conducted bty BEulalle you might have thought
that she hgd done 1t many times before,

Winifred wgs agaln elected our delegate to the Natlonal
Conventlon, Qur officers remalned the same, The enrollment of
Rollie Merritt on April 29th aggain btrought our number to 13,

It was iInteresting to look back to the night when our Assembly
was first formed in year 1935 - with 13 members, liany the
changes sincs that first enrollment, gnd wewere once agailn
back to 13 community members, But we were not superstitious;
we were walting to see 1f 13 was to be our lucky number,

At one Feast Loulse Fender donated a pound of coffee, a
great treat for the coffee lovers in those days of rationing, a
treat which they enjoyed during many following Feasts,. Liliewlse
gb2atly appreciatsd asr hoasmals Lecd cream~ even though there
was a shortage of 1ice in Jacksonville gnd commerclal 1ce cream
seemed to be "out" for the duration,

Feb, 7th 19=Day Feast was held 5 PM at Winifred's, Present:
Winifred Richards, Claude Everett, Mrs. Fender, Milss liargaret
Eass, Eulalle Haas, Gertrude Dgvlies, Mabel Sawyer, Kathryn Vernon,
Mr8.Fender 1In charge spirltual Fgast, During business section

Gertrude made motlion that the spiritual programs of the 19=- Day
Feasts be hereafter in charge of and lead by those believers who
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do not or hgve not as yet takean part as speakers at thz regular
weekly putllc meetirngs - her 1dea being that the members, ty tak-
ing charge of those splrltual programs would gradually gain
ccurage enougn so they would te willling to talke thelr rightful
pPlaces 1In trhe public msetings., This motion trought forth quits
a discussion, some thinking that the "public meeting speakers"
pcsslbly might te trying to shlrk thelr duty at the 19-Day
Feasts = or might 1t ngve been the non-publlic meetling speakers
were trying to shirx their duty 972 The mction was, however,
eventually carried, each person reallzing the tlessed promise
of help glven by caha'u'llah to all those who grise to do
their bit, Refreshments among other thlngs ggalin cocntalned
cups of that reiished item - coffee,

Clyde Everett, speaker for Feb,21st public meeting, told
of the various "Cycles of Civilization" down to present time,
and how the coming of ZEaha'u'llah ushered in a new clviliation,.
Thls was Clyde's first talx at a public meeting, He confessed
afterward he "felt nervous" otut "not as nervous" as he hzd when
He took charge of hls first 19=-Dgy Feast splritual program,

Had he not told us hils secret, we would never have known 1it,
Clyde also gave talk July 23rd on "The Hidden ‘ords."

It was decided not to make our Naw=-Rilz Fgast g big affalr
as In former years, for we had sadly discovered that people
cared more for the material feast and the soclal contacts than
for the all-important spiritual Feast, so we planned thils year
to make 1t a speclal occasion for our Jacksonville Eeach
friends who were interested in the Eaha'l teachings, Three of
them attended,

Shortly before the appolnted hour, Gertrude Davles phoned
that a soldler, a stranger, had come to her door, she hgd glven
him the Bsha'l message = could she bring him to the Feast? He
came - a Mexlcan, He stayed very much within himself gt first,
as he later explained not knowing what to expect, "whether he
was being taken in," Almost his first statement was ™ I never
could accept your religion, my people are Catholics,” e
told him he did not have to accept anything. Curlng the
materlal repast he began to thaw out, talking of hls home, his
people, his work,

Afterward we sat around 1In a circle, each in turn read
the Baha'l selection from hils placecard, then we went
around the clircle agaln, each one explaining thelr understand-
ing of thelr placecard message, or enlarging upon 1it, Cur
Mexican friend would not read untll he hgd teen assured thgt
hls dolng so would in no way bind him to anything., Then he
read and asked a question, followed by intelligent question
after question, until finally, before the evenlng was over,
he sald - I LIXE your religion, now that I understand about 1t,"
and we, as Bsha'ls know that so would everyone like our
religion, 1f they only "undebstood gbout it, "

Cn Aprill 21st our elected members remained the same,
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June 24th Feast, held at Winifred's, Present: Gertrude
Davies, Clyde Everett, Mrs. Fender, Margaret Haas, Eulalile
Haas, Mabel Sawyer, Xathryn Vernon; Xrs. Fender our hostess,
Her spliritual Feast consisted of selections from the Hidden
Aords gmd the Gleanings; her mgterial feast cake and a ginger
ale sods with homemade icecream,

Dr, Guy use to tell us that even though we served only a
glass of water and a toothpick in Bgha'u'llah's name, 1t would
be accepted by Elm as a Feast in His honor, At some of our
meetings or Feasts we even had a punch bowl filled with punch,
but without intoxicants, iIn accordance with the commands of God
as found within the Baha'l sacred writings; and never did we
imblibe g cocktall or such on the side , They were God's
Feasts, g time dedicated to His holy memory,

During business meeting Mabel made motion that the public
Sunday meetings be continued throughout the summer. The putlic
would thus te reminded of the Baha'l Faith, through the weekly
newspaper notices, and 1t would give the bellievers an oppor-
tunity to turn the meseting hour into a study class,provided
no outsiders arrived, Motlon was carried,thus we were pro-
vided with plenty of study time, If Fgast days fell on Sundays
we would hold them early gt 623, then gdJourn at 7:30 gnd over
to 707 for the public meeting., During thls year Winifred
also advertised Tuesday night inquiry meetings,

At one Fgast Gertrude Dgvles showed g little note book
which she saild ‘she always carried with her, in which she Jotted
down names gnd addresses of those strangers met on bus,; or in
other places to whom she hgd glven the Baha'l message and later
sent them meeting notices, Gertrude did not expect to hgve her
name recorded here, but her method shows the persevering
attitude of one of Jacksonville's "pioneer" members.

No outsiders came for the Sunday, July 1llth meeting, so-we,
among ourselves, enjoyed the beautiful selections which Eulalle
had chosen on the power of the word of God, Afterward, as our
hostess, we were served llmegde and cake, Meeting was held on
the porch of 707 Post Street where, after a sultry day,the
breezes were greatly enjJoyed - but not the mosquitoes,

Sunday, Aug.l5th public meeting date btut no outsiders;
this time we held a study class, For our Septembter Feasts Mabel
chose for gll beautiful gnd instructive selections from "The
Dispensation of Beha'u'llah,"

In October I received a card from g Georgla Beha'l advis=-
ing that one, Pacora Blue Mountalin, a Peruvian of Inca ancestry,
was to be In Jacksonville with the Ringling Brothers Circus,

So on October 30th I took Winifred and Loulse to the circus
grounds and in the sideshow tent we located Blue Mountain wilth
his Prazllan group, They were in the mldst of their gct when we
entered so, while wglting, I spoke to a very sweet faced

young glirl, Fredda, born wilithout legs, only g trunk, no hands,

a?%hpgrts of arms only to eltows, Her sweet, refined mother was
er,
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To the tent I had taken a bilg, pretty red, julcy apple,
which was to be my Baha'l love offering to Elue iountain, But
Frelda won my heart, ‘hen I asked 1f she liked apples, her
face lighted up as she said "Oh yes," so to her mother went
Blue Nountain's apple for Frelda. When I mentioned I hsd
brought the appla for Elue Mountain they toth smlled gnd sald-
"He 1s so kind, He 1s always doing a kindness for us, When-
ever we make 5 chgnge he always carries Frelda and he once gave
us his room, when we could not find one, gnd he went without,"
It i1s my pleasure to mentlion Pacora Blue Mountailn here, as hils
many klndnesses to a sweet, unfortunate girl proved him g true
Baha'l, 1living his life as Baha'u'llah wishes us all to live
ours,

Blue Mountaln mentloned he was golng to St. Augustine, so
via phone to Mrs, Guy arrangements were made for a Esha'l meet-
ing at her home, he to be the guest speaker, A carload from
Jecksonville glso greeted him gt that meeting, The following
Sunday he was also our guest speaker for our Sunday public
meeting, In my Baha'l guest took he wrote -

"It was a glorious night - Nov,11,1943- thanks to. Miss Vernon,"

Two years later, in August 1945, while in New York City,

I attended a Baha'l meeting at Mr. and Mrs, Saffa Kinney's,
There I again met Elue Mountaln, and many were the kindnesses
he showed to me during my New York stay, The following day I was
his luncheon guest and when I mentlioned I would l1lke to go to
Macy'!s store but 1t was pouring and no taxi would stop, Blue
Mountain sald he could get me there without getting wet, So
we went down into subway, rode, changed cars, more riding and
changing untll finally we arrived at Macy's; then to railroad
station without a drop of water touching my new hat, He knew
his way ground, there was no doubt but 1t had me worrying:

Vhat must hls Inca gncestors be thinking of him, trotting
around 1n that unwholesome subway ailr rather than among the
trees and birds, Another proof that he was a true Eaha'i,

Among my Baha'l books 1s one greatly treasured ty me,
his parting gift - a copy of "The Chosen Highway" by Ledy
Blomfield, within which he hagd written =-

"To my dear Baha'l friend Miss Vernon, with sincerity
Blue Mountain
New York City 8/6/45 "

Mr. Paul Pearsall, Long Island City, N.Y., was our
guest on Nov, 7th, and Mrs, Marion Little, Covington, La.,was
in Jacksonville for gbout a week in that month, The treasurer's
report of Miss Margaret Haas telng read, it was found that
after paying out $24,50 to the Windsor Hotel, one week's room
rent for Mrs., Little, we still hgd a balance on hand of
427,22, The Assembly was not asked to bsre this expense,
nelther by Mrs, Little nor the Teaching Committee,but 1t was felt
that 1t would bte a nice way to show our appreclation of Mrs,
Little's efforts in behalf of the Jacksonville community,
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December 1llth Fgast gt 628 Post St, Present, Winifred
Richards, Margaret Haas, fertrude Davlies, fabel Sawyer,
Louise Fender, Kathryn Vernon, Selections from
"Promulgation of Universal Peace" were used by Jertrude for
her spiritual progran,

It was in 1942 that Clyde M. Everett, an 1solgted be-
liever from Kingston, N. Y., came to us, likedus, jolned our
Community, and for over eight months he belonged to us while
stationed at the Jacksonville Air Ease., December 8th of this
year the Government transferred him to Mitchell Fleld, Long
Island, N,Y,, but he wrote that he looked back with happlness
to the time spent with the Jacksonville Baha'is and of the
spiritual help he hgd gained from that contact, This brought
our membership down to 12, tut more than that Jacksonville
regretted the loss of such g fine, sincere bellever,

A happy occasion was when we were able to send 1n the
names for enrollment of Mrs. Marie Holts iIn July and Mrs.
Estelle Hudson in Septemter - even though they were 1isolated
in Jacksonville Beach,

Qur hearts were grieved to learn that Miss Alma Knoblock,
who, gt the request of Dr, Guy, had eome to Jacksonville 1in
1932 and remained for several months before our Assembly was
formed, hgd suffered a heart gttach the night of Dec,22=23,
1943, and pagsed on in less than an hour, With my Raha'l
books 1is g copy of "Bsha'l Scriptures™ which had belonged to
Miss Alma and which she had used while 1n Jacksonville in
those early days - sent to me gfter her passing by a sister,
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January 19th Fgast held at 628 Post, Present: Winifred
Richards, Margaret Hazsa, )abel Sawyer, Loulse Iender,
Gertrude Davies, Kathryn Vernon, After spiritual program
the treasurer, llss Haas, rendered her report; then Winifred
suggested that as the 19-Day Fgasts are so important, possibly
we could think of some wgy to induce the other telievers to come
more often, Gertrude suggested that possitly 1f different
members at different times especially invited them, it might
have desired effect, However, in Jjustice to our absent frierds
we undouotedly should state that ofttimes there was a satils-
factory reason for their gktsence,

An important letter from NSA received since our last meet-
ing informed us thagt Mrs. Lorol Schopflccher, Montreal, Can.,
would soon be in Jacksonville to assist with our teaching work,

Phone from QOrlgndo on Fet,l4th informed us that ieta agnd
Hilbert Dahl, settlers in Charleston, W. Va.,, would arrive in
Jacksonville the following evening with time between train
connections to show a few slides of our Wilmette temple gnd
other Baha'l subjects, if we do desired, Ther tegan another
one of those hurryup meetings for Jacksonville, gathering to=-
gether all the friends we could on so short a notice, Meeting
operied with brief talk by Mr. Dghl, after which slides were
explained by Mrs,Dshl as shown, and all too soon, with many,
many slides still unshown, they had to rush to the depot,

Cn Feb,26th the Secretary received a caller from Camp
Blanding - Joseph M. Tierno, a New York City Baha'i, Two
Sundays later he came to our meeting, and happy were we to
welcome him at other times,

When Winifred Richards held the Naw-RGz Feast at
her apartment, toth Paul and Joe were present, as well as
Mrs. Hudson one of our new bellevers from the Beach, and four
ncn=-Bgha'ls, An exceedingly happy occaslion,

On April 9th, 1944, there was inaugurated, by the command
of our Guardian,Shoghl Effendi, the sgstem of state-wide
electlion of delegates to the annual Wilmette CConvention, This
was undoubtedly one of the most Important events of the year,
inaugurating, as it d4i1d, a new manner of voting, a new step
forward 1n Baha'l progress, changing from the previous method
of assembly by assembly elections of community members only, to
this stgte-wide system Including every Baha'l withln each State,

As years go by and the majority of Florida's population
become Baha'ls gnd as State-wide Baha'l delegate elections be-
come Impressive, outstanding events, the question will undoubted-
ly arise- when was the first ore held, and where? Jacksonville
was appointed by the NSA gs hegdquarters for holding this first
State-wide election; all Florida Baha'is to attend in person, 1if
possible, otherwise to mall in their vote,

Kathryn L, Vernon was designated Temporary Chairman by the
NSA and the time set by them for 11 A,M. Sunday,April 9th,
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The Temporary Chairman selectad 707 Post Street, Jacksonville,
Florlida, as the place of meeting. Upon this occasion Florida
Baha'ls were to select three Baha'ls from among their registered

members to act as delegates to the Wilmette Convention. The
number each State could appoint was gssigned by the NSA, based
upon a percentage basis of the total registered Baha'is in each
State.

Present at this first State-wide election: Miss Margaret
Haas, Miss Gertrude Davies, Mrs. L. B. Fender, Miss
Winifred Richards, and Kathryn L. Vgrnon - all of Jacksonville,
and one interested Beha'il visitor, Joseph M., Tierno from New
York City,

After"Convention Call™ from the N S A was read by the
Temporary Chairman, ballots were taken for election of a
Permanent Chairman and a Secretary. This resulted in the ap-
pointment of Winifred Richards as Permgnent Chairman dnd
Kathryn Vernon as Secretary,

Meeting was then turned over to the Permanent Chairman
who took up the suggested order of procedure from the N S A,
beginning with the selected prayer, followed by the readings,
The Chairman, in accordance with instructions, then appointed
Mrs, L. B. Fender and Miss Gertrude Davies as tellers, and dur-
ing the time the ballots were being counted by the tellers in
a separate room, the remainder of the group read selections
from the Gleanings, Tierno, having no right to cast a vote,
as not a Florida Baha'i, was appointed "honorary supervisor'
of the tellers,

In this first State-wide election, ballots were received
from only a few of the formerly designated "isolated™ believers
(hereafter to be known as "Florida Baha'ils). Many Miami be-
lievers did not vote, and no ballots st all were received from
the St. Augustine Assembly. In all, g total of twenty-eight

(28) ballots were received, One, containing only two ngmes,
had to be discarded in accordance with election instructions,
¥rom the remaining 27 ballots, containing 3 names each, the
following were elected from among Florida believers as State
deleggtes to the Centenary Convention in May:

Miss Winifred Richards, Jacksonville, 14 votes
Miss RKathryn L, Vernon, " 13 "
Mrs., Emily Bethel, Miami, Fla, lo0 "

A statement of election returns, signed and certified to by the
tellers was then mailed by the Permanent Chairman, together
with all the ballots which had been received, to the N S A,
Wilmette, Ill, The same day the Secretary sent the N S A her
report of t he meeting,

In order to gain extra "publicity" the May 18th Times-Union
"personal mention" column stated that Miss Winifred Richards, as
delegate, and Mrs. L, B, Fender, as visitor, were leaving that
day for Wilmette, Ill, to attend the Centennial Convention gnd
dedicatlion of the Wilmette Baha'l Temple.(It was necessary for
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Kathryn to remain in Jacksonville gnd mail her vote),

This was g very important year, the 100th Anniversary of
the Declaration of El1 Bab, the Forerunner who , in 1844, pro-
claimed the coming of Baha'u'llah, ( The PBEaha'il Faith was
first mentioned in America during the World's Parliament of
Religions, held in Chicago, Ill, during 1893, in connection
with the Columbia Exposition, In a 2nd-hand book store one
day I found Vols, I and 2 -records of the World's Parliament
of Religions; Vol 1 showing Art Institutg where the Parliament
held, Vol 2 -reference to the Baha'l Faith, They seemed inter-
esting,to be placed in my Baha'l library. There they can be
found, )° Attending that 1944 Convention was
Ruhlyylh Khanum, wife of our Guardian, Shoghl Effendl.

We were surprised but happy that, through no effort of
ours, the Times-Union carried a 5-1/2" AP Chicago report re
dedication of our beautiful Wilmette Temple built, the article
stated, "on pay as you go plan at a cost of 2,600,000."

True, only they should have stated cost of $2,613,012, and
every penny of 1t dongted by Baha'ls,even from gcross the seas,
mgny who had only a mat to sleep on and 1little to eat- their
gift of love to their Lord,

Winifred, who never missed a National Convention, told
how this was an outstanding one, hundreds of Baha'ils from various
countries of the world, including 21 honorary delegates from
Central and South America. At a later meeting Loulse Fender
gave her impressions of her first visit to the Baha'l House of
Worship,

Our April 21st Jacksonville election showed: Winifred
Richards, Chairman and Pyblicity; Gertrude Davies, Vice-.
Chairman; Margaret Haas, Treasurer: EKathryn Vernon, Secrefary.

~ Other members: Mrs. Fender, Mrs.Hgrt, Mrs. Powell,

Mrs. Rozear, Eulalie Haas, Herbert Bacon, Rollie iferritt,
Mabel Sawyer who although transferred by the Government to
Washington, D.C,, desired to remgin a member of the Jackson=
ville community, promising to send in her votes, and

Horace McAbee having joined in Jun¢, Mamie McAbee, g transfer
from Georgia in January T a total of 14 by end of year,

In December one person came from newspgper notice, a
professor from University of Florida, and with his permission
we were able to place Baha'l books in the University library,
At that meeting W. T. Bidwell, Greenville, S.C., told of what
the Baha'l Faith hgd done for him. In March our guest was Hart
Friedland who signed our guest register - "Chicago, Los
Angeles, Atlanta."” Iuckily we did not need to contact him in
a hurry, Winifred's gfternoon inquiry classes were un-
attended by the public at large,

Winifred was our Naw-Riz hostess gnd there, at 628 Post,
we were happy to have with us two Baha'l soldiers, Joseph M,
Tierno, N.Y.C &y, and Paul Pearsal, Long Island City, N.Y.,
tut our group did not seem quite right without Mgbel Sawyer,
then working in Washington, D.C.
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¥rs., TPender was our spiritual leader and hostess for the
July Feast, A few days before Feast the Secretary received a
phone call from her, wanting to know 1f Secretary would come
after her and an ice craam freezer on Feast night., The thought
of an ice cream freezer at a 19-Dgy Feast scunded extremely in-
teresting, so throwing caution to the winds in conrection with
"2-gsllons-per-week gasoline ration", the answer was "yes"
and Feast night sagw us wit: dishes piled high with homemade
ice cream. Another Baha'l spiritual and material Love Feast,

To our August lst Feast, held at home Miss Margaret Haas,
Barrs Street, came Sohayl C. Hanren, Wilmette, Ill, whose
great aunt, 4ilss Alma Knobloch came to Jacksonville in 1932
and remained some time, It was g pleasure to have Sohayl with
us, That he was a sincere Eaha'i no one. could doubt, he
radigted such pleasure at being once more in the midat of
Baha'l activities, :

4
'

The middle of August a letter came to Secretary from
Auntie Victoria (Mrs, Bedekian) As letter was sealed, I felt
pretty sure there was a speclal message inside, his time a
$1.00 bill rolled out, At the first following Feast I read
the talk Atdu'l Eaha gave at the New York Bowery Mission,
when he hgnded to each one a silver dollar. Then Auntie
Victoria's dollar was presented, to te used as a mesSt egg for
a fund to help the poor and needy. It wds a very loving
thought and gift from a very sincere BEaha'l,

Our August 20th Feast date fell upon a Sunday but
Gertrude wanted to bring a Mrs.Somebody who seemed interested
in learning more, also Secretary had met somebody who seemed
of an inquiring mind. 8o we turned our Feast into a meeting
in order to pass the Baha'l message on to two who knew very
little about 1t, Has not Abdu'l Eaha told ua\that"Everv day
which man pgsses in the mention of God, the: dirrusion of the
Fragrances o: God and calling the people to the Kingdom of
God, that day is his feast."” Refreshments were afterward
served, to create a friendly feeling. Happy to report, the
conversation all continued to revolve around tha Raha'l
revelation. ' :

It was our intention to observe Sept. ath Faaat ak
Gertrude’s but Mr, Horace McAbee, our newest member, was to go
soon to hospital for serious operations and he wanted\gxceed-
ingly to participate in a Bgha'l Feast, or sacrament, before
he went. So Feast was changed to 707 Post, that location being
the hearest for him. PBut on FPeast night Mrs. Mamie McAbee
appeared alone, Mr, McAbee too 111 to come, an ror him went our
heal ing prayers,

In November we once again enjoyed a hapéy gé&-together
with Winifred, after her long summer vacation;

As the majority of people are not oager to search for the
"]1ight", although several have said they profer not to be out

in the dark, it was decided to change the regplar wgekly meet-
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ings from Sunday evening to 4 o'clock Sunday gfternoons., It
was also decided to conclude our Sunday gatherings with a tea,
to spread the feeling of Baha'l unity and friendship,

Among several Feasts held at Gertrude Davies' was one on
Nov.23rd. Present: Mrs.,Hudson from Jacksonville Beach, Gertrude,
Loulse Fender, Winifred Richards, Margaret Haas, Kathryn Vernon
During business session Mliss Haas gave report of money in
treasury and from the funds a check was given for flowers to be
sent to Mrs, Frances M~ Guy, who was then seriously 111 in a
St. Augustine Hospital,

It was also decided to see if we could get 9 Christmas
stockings from the Red Cross, to fill for nearby recuperating
war soldilers,

After conclusion of our meeting Gertrude took us all to
the "Fresh Maid Food Products®" restuarasnt where we had a grand
time sitting on stools, watching them make their famous
donuts which we afterward enjoyed with coffee, hamburgers,etc,

The waitress complimented Gertrude on the "nice looking ladies"
she had brought with her, whereuptn Gertrude laughed and said
she would tell her all gbout them at some future time., We know
Gertrude, so we were sure she did not lose her opportunity to
spread the news that within the city of Jacksonville people
were living known as Baha'ils,

The business portion of our December 12th Feast was de-
voted to filling 9 red or green tarleton Christmas stockings,
furnished by the American Red Cross, which were later given to
returned War Veterans in near}y hospitals, Present at this
Fgast were - Mrs, Hudson from Jacksonville Beach, Gertrude
Davies, Winifred Richards, arid Kathryn Vernon.

At the request of the American Red Cross into each stock-
ing went candy, nuts, orange, wash cloth, pgckage of playing
cards, a pocket-size story book, cigarettes and matches, Hoping
the wounded veterans might wish for something to satisfy a
deeper longing than could mystery storles, into each stocking
also, from the Jacksonville Baha'ls, went a 1little blue booklet
of Baha'l truths, a Temple postal card, and a Christmas
greeting card,

Although this incident refems only to the stockings and
not to the Fgast 1t 1s interesting to note that when Secretary
returned stockings to the Red Cross and gave nagme of organiza-
tion the lady at receiving desk looked up and said, "Oh,yes,
I know," Secretary was thinking -"Well, at least one Jackson-
ville person has seen newspaper notices even though they do not
come to meetings", when again the lady (Mrs. Wolfe, from New
York City) spoke : "I have two daughters who are Baha'is,"

So Secretary told of 1little blue books in stockings, to see 1if
permissible, andthe reply was -"I think it was a lovely idea,
the teachlngs are so beautiful,"”
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As the year 1944 draws to an end our thoughts turn back
to our Yov, 26th Sunday meeting; Winifred Richards, speaker,
Subject, Abdu'l Raha, the Center of the Covenant, Present,

5 Baha'ls and one friend, At 6 o'clock, while we were closing
our 4 P.M, meeting a man came to door in seach of meetings, so
we brought him in, Winifred began practically all over agginm,
and no one left until 7, Our caller was a polished gentleman,
sald he had travelled practically all over world, Holy Land,
etc., had seen our Wilmette Temple many times while passing by,
wanted to learn more, He took several booklets and was loaned
a "New Era",saying he would be glad to read it and would
protably be able to stop some gfternoon as his work often
carried him by. As I was not home during day, he was referred
to Winifred's gddress. We found out later he was a minister
with a Church outside of the city. Another mystery!! Why-
Why do Ministers continue to deny the Lord?

At 4 o'clock the Dec.31st Spiritual Feast was held at
707 Post, then at 6:30 all to Winifred's as her supper guests,
Among those present - Mrs., Hudson from Jacksonville Beach,
Dr, and Mrs. Bidwell of Greenville, S,C., and again ‘our two
Baha'l soldiers - Tierno and Pearsall - gnd so ended. another
year, .

Some of thils year's days were very happy,like the one a
letter came from Manuel L. Iutz, Sqdn T-3 AAF Base, asking for
explanations to some Baha'l questicns to which he had never
been able to find answers, I wrote as my heart dictated,
hoping to be of some help, Later came another letter, this
time postmarked Camp Pinedale, Fresco, Calif, with thanks
for the "explanations. which no other Baha'l had ever given"
and which, he wrote, had showmn him the light, so he had
written the NSA (as hews 1solgted) that he desired to become
a registered Baha'l, How blessed are those wke hold something
hidden within their hearts which leads them to the truth '
of the Light.

. As the years go on we can only keep trying, hoping and
knowing that in some way and at some time those whom Baha'u'llah
desires for His very own will search and find Him,

Once more, IinFebruary, Mrs, Lorol Schopflocher came to
Jacksonville, remaining for two meetings and a 19-Day Feast,
before continuing her trip to Nassau, When asked if she was
again going to show us some of her interesting motion travel
pictures, she replied - "Something Retter this time, word
pictures." How nice it would be if we could paint
such beautiful "word pictures" of Bsha'u'llah that our love for
Him would clearly shine through, so all would have to say -
"She believes it with all her heart - It must be true - I will
investigate."
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As a new year begins, we often wonder how it will end;
what services for Baha'u'llah will the love within our hearts
show forth.

In February the National Library Committee, at our request,
presented the University of Florida, Gainesville, with copiles
of Baha'u'llah and the New Era, World Order of Eaha'u'llah,
Some A nswered Guestions, gnd a volume of the Baha'l Centenary
record, During this year also the "World Order Magazine"
was placed in three of the Jacksonville public libraries, also
the Jacksonville Beach library, for one year each,

Op April 21st each year, as the 9 duly formerly elected
Assembly members completed their elected term, Jacksonville again
held its annual election to choose 9 believers from the city's
membershlp list whom the voters felt qualifled to fi1ll the posi-
tions as members of the Assembly for the coming year -

April 21st to April 21st - voting by secret ballot, no election=-
eering permitted,

By our 1945 election Winifred Richards was appointed to act
as Chgirman; Gertrude Davies, Vice- Chagirman: Margaret
Haas, Treasurer: Kathryn Vernon, Secretaryy other Assembly
members - Herbert Racon, L. B, Fender, Eulalie Haas, Mrs,
Sylvgnus H., Hart, & Mrs, A. M, Powell, Other community members;
Mrs. Pearl Rozear, Mabel Sawyer (in Washington), Mrs.Mamie
McAbee, Horace McAtee, Rollie Merritt, and a transfer from
New York City in November, Miss Clgirnel Collins, brought out
membership by end of 1945 up to 15,

During this year also Mrs, Guy, Winifred and Kathryn were
appointed by NSA on the Regional Teaching Committee. Mrs. Guy and
Winifred worked faithfully, travelling to fulfil their duty, but
Kathryn, ah me, was of no help, tied down to Jacksonville home
duties, .

Throughout the year the 19-Day Feasts were regulsrly observed,
the various Baha'ils taking turns in acting as hostess gnd/or
preparing the spiritual programs. These were happy events,

Gertrude, as hostess, started the year off for us in fine
shape with a 19-Day Fgast supper celebration at the Main Street
Donut Shop, spiritual program following at her home,

Miss Margaret Haas presided during our spiritual program
4 P M Sunday, February 18th at 707 Post, Of special interest at
thls meeting was a card of greeting - "Joyous greetings" and
"Hearty Wishes™ - so the message read; mailed to us from the
N S A of the. Beha'is of !Irsq, the bipthplace of the Baha'i Faith,
in commemoration of our 100th Anniversary. How blessed each

Baha'i 1s - knowing that we have friendly friends all over the
world,

' One day Gertrude Davies decided a brilliant tdes 'Had popped
up,in her hesd - to hold. our NawvR(z celabration at the Windsor
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Hotel, each Baha'l to pay for hls own gnd for his invited guest's
dinners. That Hotel was one of Jacksonville's early landmarks,
an gristrocratic looking structure, its broad vengndo facing
Hemming Park, a block square park in the center of the city, a
building which seemed to ianpress you with the fact that
Jacksonville hgd something noble to offer, Long since hgs 1t
been torn down, the block turned into other uses, one - a 5&10f
store, "a sign of progress"™ so the city fathers tell us,

We are glad we held several Baha'l meetings in the Windsor Hotel,
end in 1945 our Naw-Ruz Feast,

Dinner was served at 8 P M to eight Baha'ls gnd five guests
and was greatly enjoyed by all, even the soldier boy whom
Gertrude brought from the Army Recreation Center and who ran off
immedigqtely after his dessert. The rest stayed for the Baha'l
meeting following, held in one of the Hotel parlors, Winifred
had copied Bsha'l selections upon small cards which were passed
around and as each read their card they or some one else
explained the meaning, It was g happy time for all, a Naw-Riz
to be remembered,

It was an unusual event when, on May 16th, Mrs. Hudson and
Mrs. Holtz from Jacksonville Beach, Gertrude Davies, Margaret
Haas, Louise Fender and Kathryn Vernon trotted over to Winifred's
to listen with her to the Baha'l 8 FM one-half hour broadcast,
over WJHP, In the past WJAX had donated two 15-minute bragd-
casts but in this war year of 1945 we found all radio time
engaged far in advance, and Winifred felt exalted when WJHP
finally coneented to give us the one-hglf hour - for a price,
We recelved too short notice of our listing to advertise the
broadcast in papers, but the Station gave us a fine introduc#ion,
with announcement at the conclusion that it was a transcription
by NSA of the Baha'ils of America and Canada, under auspice of
the Jacksonville Baha'l Assembly, then followed music of a rather
mgrtial strain. Then we listened to how *World Order is the
Goal™ - a transcription from the Sen Francisco Security Conference
of the Great Peace Conference of Nations and Religions, includ-
ing a Baha'l message given by the California Attorney General and
other prominent speakers, To us it was a momentous holy half-
hour, well worth the $37,00 we had to pay for it, but we know not
whether anyone else in the city listened in, it was never men-
tioned to us by any outsider, neither did new inquirers come to
the meetings because of 1it,

With exception of short summer vacation period, newspapers
carried weekly notices of our regular Sunday public meetings.
During part of year they were held in evenings,then changed to
4 o'clock Sunday gfternoons, to see if change of time would
increase attendance,gfter which tea was served, ¥e had to come
to conclusion that Jacksonvillians spent their Sunday after-
noons at the Beach, 18 miles away, washing away their sins in
the Atlantic ocean.
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A Wednesday evenlng study and inquiry class held by
Winifred gnd open to all was also regularly advertised. During
the year only g very few times did strangers appear,

Public meetings during the year were held at 707 Post St.
On April 15th John Adrian Verheeven , from Miamil, was our speak-
er. His subject - "Spiritual Evolution." We placed newspaper
notlces, we personally invited friends, Cnly one invited out-
sider came, Visiting Baha 'is were always gladly welcomed.
Miss Clairnel Collins was our Nov.25th speaker,

When outside inquirers present and no Baha'l visitors,then
Winifred gnd Kathryn took turns throughout the years, believ-
ing that Baha'u'llah would prefer a poor sttempt rather than
no gttempt at all,

Another year with so little accomplished. We wondered
whether our feeble attempts at service had been acceptabls to
Baha'u'llah, We only knew that i1f we continued steadfast in
our love for Him, lovingly doing our bit day by day as oppor-
tunity presented, through continued study to the better prepare
ourselves for the broader activities which would eventually
come In the years ghead gnd then, through prayer, draw closer
to Him, that renewed courage and increased knowledge would be

ours, for such 1s the promise for all who truly love gnd agrise
to serve His Cause,
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Another year in which to serve our Lord, For our January
Feast Gertrude was our hostess at Thompson's Restaurant,
S5=Points, two blocks away, then all to Winifred's, 628 Post St,,
for our spiritual program. At other times various believers
acted as hostess or took charge of the spiritual program, To
these Feasts have often come Mrs. Hudson gnd lMrs, Holts, our
believers, living 18 miles away. Surely this bears witness
that the words of Baha'u'llah do have the power to attract and
to hold.

At this January Feast a letter was read received from John
Eichenauer III, a Baha'il then stationed with the U.S.Army
occupational force in Germany, in which he told of the need of
both food and clothling by the Frankfort Baha'ls, It was voted
that the Jacksonville Community send a boz of groceries to our
German friends. Winifred Richards and Rollie Merrit were
selected to tuy the provisions gnd attend to the mailing, the
money to come from our treasury account, box to be as large as
Postal authorities would gccept, to contain as many concentrated
foods as possible, in order to save space; box of clothing to be
sent at a later date,

At our March 2nd Feast Winifred gave report. She and Merritt
went on their shopping tour and carefully, so they thought,
estimated the weight of each article bought, so packagge would not
exceed the Government regulations of 11 1lbs, When package, all
nicely packed and wrapped, was taken to postoffice it was found
to weight 12 1lbs,, so back home it had to be taken, wrappings
torn, some portion taken out and placed in separate package,

Then back to postoffice they went only to have second package
refused on the ground that letter from Eichenauer had already
been stamped by Post Office gnd a separate request was needed
as thelr authority for each package.sent. So second package was
taken back home, to await a second letter from John., Package
sent contained coffee, tea, canned tongue, soup, muffin mix,
shelled nuts, cocoa, soup mixes, Junket mix, Royal pudding,
powdered milk, dried apricots, etc, Parcel post charge -$1.28,

At this March Feast a $1.50 check was handed to Secretary,
to mail to Publishing Committee, covering a year's subscription
of the "World Order" magazine to be sent to the Jax.Beach
library, subscriptions for the three city libraries having
previously been sent 1in,

On Saturday evening March 18th we were privileged to have
with us Mr, gnd Mrs, Wm. deForge of Englewood, N.J. We had no
time to advertise or plan a special meeting, so brief was the
time between notice of their coming and arrival, Baha'ls gnd
friends reachable by phone were notified and the few who came
greatly enjoyed his heart-to-heart talk, Early next morning
they left for Miami and Cuba,tut with the promise of a return
visit in three weeks and they made good their promise on April
7th. , a well advertised meeting but no outsiders were attracted.
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In March Mrs., David Earl (Joy Hill Egrl), from Cleveland,
Ohio, an gttractive, talented young Baha'l, very active in
Baha'l teaching work for several years, spent three days in
Jacksonville, On the 3rd she gddressed a Sunday afternoon meet-
ing at 707 Post, then five members of the Jacksonville Assembly
went with her to Mrs, Hart's where Mrs. Hart had assembled
seven friends, Joy spoke beautifully, Although we were not
with Joy in the evening we gfterward learned that she had met wmith
a group of 30 young negroes at Mrs, Hart's, to whom she talked of
the Baha'l way of living until one AM,

April 28th came, a Feast as well as a public meeting date,

Very seldom outslders come to our public meetings but as a pre-
caution it was decided to hold our Feast-at four o'clock. In
order not to retard publicity, a regular meeting notice was
placed in newspaper, Five Baha'ls were present, We were
about to begin our spiritual program when two strangers came,
recent Jacksonville arrivals dnd their first BEaha'l meeting.
They made the statement - they felt there was nothing the Churches
could give them, they thought perhaps they could find it in the
Baha'il teachings, She had been studying Rosecrucian beliefs,
He use to be a Congregational minister but interested in all
religions and had studied practically all of them, so he said,
They lmew practically nothing about the Baha'il teachings; asked
many questions and seemed to be truly searching, They were in
no hurry to leave, stayed until quite late, and promised to come
again, They must have lost their way,

Via State election Mrs, Chester M,Dgvison, Jr., Miami,
Winifred Richards and Kathryn Vernon were elected delegates from
Florida to the National Convention in W ilmette., As usual,
Winifred personally carried her vote, As usual, Kathryn's
vote had to go via maill, ..

Our April 21st election installed Winifred Richards as
Chairman, Clairnel Collins, Vice- Chairman, Loulse Fender,
Treasurer, Gertrude Davies, Margaret Haas, Eulalie Haas,
Rollie Merritt, Mrs. Powel]l, Kathryn Vernon, Secretary. No
one ever seemed anxious to do the secretarial work, A total
membership of 15,

In May Clairnel Collins married Wm, Henry Strotherg,She
wished a Baha'l ceremony but as Jacksonville was not invested
with such authority, a civil marriage ceremony took place, then
to Winifred's, 628 Post Street, where - in the midst of
beautiful flowers and candles - the marriage Tablet and prayers
wers read gnd t he Baha'l wedding service held, followed by a
reception and refreshments - all a loving service from Winifred
to the bride - a most festive occasion, the first of the kind
in Jacksonville,

Winifred was hostess for June S5th Feast, held at 628 Post,
Present: Clairnel Collins Strothers, Margaret Haas, Loulse
Fender, (In charge spirital program), Kathryn.Vernon, Several
letters fron NSA were read, also one from the Phillipines, the
writer stating she was a Baha'l gnd asked for clothing-.for
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family., As we did not know the writer it was thought best to
send letter to the NSA, which secretary was requested to do.

Winifred left Jacksonville the middle of June for New York
state, where she always spent three or four months each year
"en joying" herself, so this was her last Jacksonville Feast
until fall,

June 24th Feast; held at 707 Post, with Loulse Fender in
charge of spiritual program, Clairmel Collins Strothers,hostess,
Only three of us gttended; Gertrude, one of our very falithful,
sick in bed with hard cold,

Clairnel Strothers was in charge of July 13th Feast, Louise
Fender, hostess,

We received invitation from Mrs. Estelle Hudson to celebrate
August lst Feast with her "if we cared to", so we packed our
Baha'l jitney full and happily went to her Jacksonville Beach home,

With Gertrude as hostess we enjoyed a supper at "Woodie's
Place”™ on Pearl Street for our Sept., 27th Feast- six present,
After supper we went to Gertrude's home, she acting as our leader
for spiritual program; discussion period presided over by

Clairnel, Vice-Chairman, It wes then decided to hold first fall
public meeting at 4 Sunday afternoon, QOctober 20th, Clairnel
took notices to newspapers,

Weekly public meetings throughout the year were held at 707
Post, To the Oct.20th meeting came Mrs, Emmalee Rice, a Baha'l
from Hamilton, Mass., who told us of her home there turned into
a Bsha 'l Center.

: I well recall the first public meeting after Winifred
returned in the fall from her summer vacation, how nice she looked
in her 1little new hat with its pretty red roses, and how happy

we were that all the summer wanderers were agsin in Jacksonville,

Shortly after her rteturn she attended a Saturday and Sunday

Reglonal Teaching Conference in Atlanta, Ga. I dld not hear from
her as soon as she returned, which was unusual. as she ususlly
wanted to come right over, and then we would talk for hours,
When I phoned her volice shocked me, it sounded so weary and fesr
away, 30 we talked 1little, although she did say she had notes in
her book and as soon as she felt able to get them together, she
would tell me all about the comu¥ention, She complained of feeling
so very tired.

, About two weeks later she came Sunday afternoon to 707 Post,
in order to meet a visiting Baha'l, She phoned me sfterward that
when she reached home it was all she could do to get up-the
stairs and that she had gone immedigtely to bed, A few days
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after that she phoned requesting me to please ask others not to
come to see her, as she was too 111l. Shortly thereafter her
sister-in=-1lgw, ¥rs. George H, Richards, and niece, Mrs, Wm, BR.(Jr.)
Young (Elizgbeth Young) insisted that Winifred be moved to their
home, where everything possible was done for her comfort,

Qur December 31st Feast was held at 707 Post, Present -
Mrs, Hudson and Mrs, Holtz from the Eeach, Gertrude Davies,
Loulse Fender (hostess) gnd Kathryn, tut it was not a very joyful
gathering, knowing of Winifred's serious 1llness and that we
were powerless to help, All we could do was to pray.

And so ended the year 1946,
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It was about 6 o'clock of this New Year's evening,
Wednesday, January lst, when Mrs, Elizabeth Young (Mrs. wm.B,
Young, Jr.) phorned that Winifred was not expected to live through
the night, At 1:30 P M Junuary 2nd she again phoned -

Winifred had left us, gfter an 1llness of several weeks. They
asked us to hold funeral services gt 4 o'clock on th's 3rd, as
they knew that was Winifred's wish, Services were conducted by
Miss Margaret Haas and Kathryn, the body was then forwarded to
New York for burilal,

For almost ten years Winifred lived among us and never once
did she neglect an opportunity to be of service to Baha'u'llah,
We feel sure He never had a more willing servant, She\once told
me that 1t took her six years of constant reading and studying
before she realized the truth of the Baha'l Revelation, but once
found she was most faithful., Would that all were the same,

On January 15th Mrs. Richards phoned - it had been
Winifred's wish that all her Baha'l books be given to me, and
delivery was made on the 25th, I then made a pledge with myself
that those books, along with those given to me by Mr, Bacon and
Dr. Guy, would be held 1In trust gnd for enjoyment of future

Baha'ls, so eventually, when these books along with others are
passed on to a larger Jacksonville Baha'l community, you may
realize that we, the forerunners, lovingly thought of you, we
mew you were coming and our hearts went out to you,

You will find some very old and worn, but with all go our
love and hope that as you handle gnd recad them they may help you,
travellers in the pathway opened by us, to falthfully carry on
to the end,

We discovered, through experience, thatitls very easy to
borrow a book and forget to return it, We, therefore, feel that -
especlally the early Baha'l books which cannot be replaced -
should not be allowed to go beyond the Baha'l reading rooms. -
This particularly has reference to the early Baha'l "Year" books
and a copy of "The Dawnbreakers" from Winifred's collection which
bears the personal signgture of our beloved Guardian of the
Falith- Shoghl Effendi, Only a few copies of this valuable book
were so autographed and sold at a greatly increased price, a
friendly gesture on our Guardlan's part, to help in the erection
of our Wilmette Temple, A

. A letter from Attorneys notified us that Winifred.had left
100 to the Jacksonville Assembly (odur first money bequest) gnd
1000 to the NSA, Wilmette, Ill, I am happy to mention these

gifts as 1t was only through the kindness of her brother and

other non-Baha'l relatives that this, her verbal wish, was

carried out, In August checks were received from attorneys(legal
expenses having been deducted); $500 for Wilmette, gnd $80 for
Jacksonville, Winifred's last earthly love-offerings to the

Baha'l Falth which she loved so much,
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While Winifred was living we would hand her our remittances
for NSA. She, in turn, would mail Wilmette her personal check to
cover, Qulite a convenlent arrangement when most of us had no
banklng accounts, Now we were rich = Eilghty whole dollars,so
we used opportunity to open a bank gccount in the Atlantic Natlion-
&l Bank, stipulating our checks should always be signed by
Chairman and Treasurer ; the Bank ggreeing, as this a religious
organization, there would be no carrying charges,

We resumed our public meetings January 16th, turning time
into a study class if no outsiders arrived, We used phone or
written notices to notify bellevers of actlvitles; placed news-
paper notices when visiting Baha'ls to be present, Many times
there were only three Bgha'ls present, so they gained name of
"the faithful few",

Jacksonville helped to arrange for a lecture by Harland
Ober on March Sth in the Monson Hotel parlow, St. Augustine,
Although advertised in that city's newspaper,the St. Augustine
members and the four carried from Jacksonville were practically
the only people gttending. .

In April, on her way home to Miami from the Wilmette Con-
vention, Mrs., Ester Davison stopped in Jacksonville for a couple
of days. As she was & member of the Regional Teaching Committee
and had never met any of the Baha'ils living in or near Jackson=
ville, the Secretary drove her one evening to St. Augustine
where she met Miss C. Mae Thitchener and Mr. Robt,larsen of the
St. Augustine community, On the next evening we filled the
car and drove to Jacksonville Beach where a fireside meeting was
held in the home of Mrs. Estelle Hudson; Mrs. Holts, gnother
Jacksonville Beach Baha'l attending, as well as two non-EBaha'ls,

From the beginning our 19-Day Feasts were held at various
homes but the public feasts and meetings were usually held at
707 Post, because of the larger space, When gatherings were
large and I ran out of cups and saucers and silverware,Winifred
would.bring hers over; afterward we would laugh as we checked and
counted, to be sure each had their rightful pleces, Our friends
seemed to greatly enjoy these fesmtive occasions,never.once did
they refuse the invitations,but rarely ever did they come of
thelr own accord to a meeting afterward,

First Feast of this year, January 19th, held at 707 Post,
when it was our privilege to welcome 1lnto our membership NMr.
A. Frederick Collins, an isolated believer from Congers, N.Y,
Cthers attending: Mamie McAbee, Margaret Haas, Gertrude Davies,
Loulse Fender, Mrs. Hudson from far-off Jax.Beach, and Kathryn,
the hostess, O0Only Mr. Collins, Gertrude and Kathryn were pre-
sent for the Feb,7th Feast, others prevented by sickness,.
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On April 21st Jacksonville still had 15 believers, gs shown
by our election returns:

Gertrude Davies,Chairman; Clairnel S truthers, Vice-Chairman;
Loulise Fender, Treasurer; Margaret Haas, Eulalie Haas, Mrs. S.H,
Hart, Mamie McAbee, A. Frederick Collins, and Kathryn Vernon, Treas,
Cther community members: Herbert Racon,Horace McAbee, Rollie
Merritt, Mrs.,Powell, Pearl Rozear, Mabel Sawyer(still in Washington)

In June "Auntie Victoria" (Victoria America Schgnabel
Bedikian) musician and artist, came to Jacksonville ;nd remained
3 days., As there was no way to accomodate her at 707, we se-
cured hotel room and during that time she was feted and dined,
Sunday gfternoon s public meeting was held at 707 Post, Awntile
Victoria the guest speaker, two non- EBaha'is attended, Following
our meeting the Baha'is drove downtown for supper, then up to

Auntie Victoria's room where she sketched the ones present =
Miss Margaret Haas, Mrs, Clairnel Strothers, Gertrude Davies and
Loulse Fender and Kathryn Vernon. The next afternoon we drove
Amtile Victorla to St, Augustine where we called upon Miss C.
Mae Thitchener, our staunch Baha '1 friend, recuperating in a
hospital,

After hospital visiting hours we drove to Mrg.Frances A,
Shaw's, one of St, Augustine's so-called colored believers

for many years, We finally located her out walking, but she re-
turned home gnd;with one of her neighbors, also a Bgha'l, we
held a spiritual feast although not a 19-Day one,Jacksonville
offering to go down any time Mrs., Shaw could grrange a meeting
for us, Aintie Victoria and I arrived back In Jacksonville
about 2 A.M, ILater that morning we drove her to bus station,
from where she departed for Augusta, Georgila, .

We wish to mention our July Feast. Gertrude hgd selected
messages from the "Gleanings™" which were read by those present,
Our material Feast consisted of Pinegpple juice, sent by an
absent believer, Mrs. Estelle Hudson, who so frequently came from
Jacksonville Beach to gttend our gatherings., At time of this
‘Feast she was taking a summer art course at the Ringling Apt
School in Sgrasota, Fla,, but her gift of 3 cans of Pineappls
juice for use by the Jacksonville believers was a token of her
friendship for her comradss in the faith of Baha'u'llah,
Please note: - S believers attended this Feast-Gertrude Davies,
Louise Fender, Kathryn Vernon- and we did not empty the 3 cans,
only one, The other 2 were placed in Baha'l "storage" - ready for
future use, At a later date Mrs. Hudson showed us a lovely
picture she had painted of a house where Ahdu'l Baha had once
lived,

Our Chairman, Gertrude Davies, asked permission to be our
hostess -for October Feast, Arriving at her home she asked that we
drive . to Biser's restaurant in South Jacksonville,where we were
her guests, We them returned to her home and continued our Baha'l
reading.{of the "Ighan"), I
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Clairnell's husband, Wm. ¥, Strothers, was 1n Lgke Clty “ospital.
A wire from her Fet,.,24th advised that he had passed gway on that
date, She returned to Jacksonville, then on Sept.lith we were
obliged to remove her name, she moving to Shreveport, La, -
reducing our numter to 14,

Visitors included (Jan.26) Purvis Tavana, a Persian living
in USA and member of N Y City community: and (May 11) Hart
Friedland agaln came to Jacksonville, gliving us report of the
Wilmette Conventlon, from notes he had taken,

Although Mrs, Anna Nagel, of Fernandina, Fla., (mother of
Mrs,., Ressle Vaggel Arnold, a former Jacksonville member) was
never commected with the Jacksonville community, I do lovingly
record her passing on December 28,1947, I have been in her
home and learned how, years before, after the death of her
hustand, M». Otto Peter Nagel, she found some Eaha'l pamphlets
and books among hls paners, She told me she sat up all night
reading, - reading. She then knew that was what her husbtand
had belleved and felt that was what he wlished her and his family
also to telleve, She did bellieve and she accepted and until the
time of her passing, through lonely years of 1solation, she never
walvered, showing forth 2 sincere love for and faith in our
Beloved, Bahe'u'llah, Joy seemed to fill her belng when, upon a
visit, we would talk of Him and of all He stands for,.

Because I know there were no Esha'l records kept in
Fernandina, Florlda, I am includlng this tribute to the other
early Eaha'ls: - MNr, Gordan Hall. !r. James Stone, and
Mr, Gus Smith - all frilends of Mr, Otto Peter Nagel. The
Baha'l message was first srread in Fernandina during the visit
of some Eaha'l 1n the early days.

The followlng 1s a copy of note received by Dr. W. 2. Guy,
who frequently visited with the Fernandlna Bsha'ls,

Dr. W. B. Guy,
Kind Friend

Qur o0l1ld friend Gordon Hall passed away this
morning, a nobl: felloew zonie to his rest,

Gus Smith and Mrs. Nggel send hearty Greetings
also yours
humbly
Jd, S. Stone

Fernandina, 5,26,38.

I was never acqualnted with these gentlemen tut when I
drove over to visit with Mrs. Nagel and her daughter Grace,
they frequently referred to iir, Stone as "a devout Raha'l, and
many people love him because he 1s, indeed, a friend of man.,”

(1]
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Re: Fernandina, Fla..

I was told that upon a wall of a bullding in Fernandina
at one time there was a large palnting of the anclent
Fernandina Harbor, the work of Mr. James Stone. Whether 1t
still remains I do not know,

I was in hopes of meeting Mr. Stone whenever I went over
but he was always working, so I never had that privilege.

Cn November 19th, 1939, Mr, James Stone passed away

suddenly, falling forward in his chalir with the Greatest Name
upon his 1lips,

For such as these, we are told, a great blessing awalts
them when they reach God's Spirit World.

* o K 3 3 3 3 3¢ &
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On January lst, after a noonday meal at Morrison's
cafeteria, Gertrude and Louise and Kathryn walked to the
Roosevelt Hotel and engsged Parlor C for a Regional lecture to
be held 7 o'clock Saturday evening, January 24th,

Our 19=Day Fgasts were observed regularly, sometimes at
Miss Gertrude Davies) sometimes at 707 Post, interspersed with
real gala events as when we enjoyed our material feasts at a
cafeteria or hotel, frequently with Gertrude or Loulse as
hostess, then on to Gertrude's for our spiritual program,
In January,after dinner at a South Jacksonville restaurant, we
drove to the Beach and there, parked upon the ocean shore, we
three read from the Baha'l sacred writings, then held our
consultation period, completing plans for the Regional public
meeting which Mr, and Mr., Chester Davison, Jr., and Dr, and
Mrs, Edward Wilber, from Miami, had written they wished to hold
on the 24th,

At that meeting they took full charge., Olive Alexander,
Miami, was supposed to act as their Chalirman,but the Roosevelt
Hotel,drawing a color line, would not admit her, so Mrs.Wilber
acted as Chairman, with Ester Davison the first speaker, then
Dr. Wilber giving a talk, after which Chester Dgavison said a
few words 1n lieu of colored slides which they had promised to
shew tut did not receive in time, ’

Although newspaper ad advertised meeting, it was also
announced over radio, and many written notices mail out, the
attendance total was 18, 9 Baha'ls including the speakers, 5 of
the non- Baha'ls were friends of ours; of the 4 unknown guests
2 refused to sign a"guest 1list"™ for anyone interested in future

meetings. So ended the meeting which the Regional felt would
be of great value,

In January the Jacksonville Public Library passed on to us
a request for reading matter from a Raiford, Fla, prisoner,
Among various pamphlets sent was a copy of "Hidden Words",hoping
that their beauty might open the door of his heart to God 's
eternal truths,

We wondered if some day the recipient would call upon us,
Such was not the case, tut it reminded me of one evening in the
308 when the maid told me there was a man in reception hall who
wanted a Baha'l prayer book,

He was medium height, very mild mannered, ‘and he told,

while he was a prisoner in San Quintan prison, he had heard of

the Bsha'l message and wanted, so very much, , Baha'l prayer
book, ' :
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Asking why he had been in prison, he dropped his head and
meekly said, "I killed some one," Thi cold shivers began
running up and down my spine, I heard Mother and the maid in
the kitchen talking, all the doors were shut, and I thought -
"Little does my supposedly doting Mother worry gbout her
daughter; here I am all alone with a murderer, so close I could
easily be his next victim," I glanced at him again; he did not
appear at all gggressive, I looked into his mild, faded,little
blue eyes, The shivers began to subside and I mustered up
courage to ask "whom did you kill, your wife?" Never did any-
one look more contrite as he quietly replied, " No, a man,"
"You do not look like a murderer, why did you do ite" Again
he hung his hegd and meekly said, "I was insanely jealous,
Jealousy will sometimes make one do terrible things." Then he
humbly sald he could look back and realized how wrong he had
been, for he had recently experienced religion and it had com=-
pletely changed his whole 1life,

The chills were gone but a doubt persisted, so I decided
b0 send him away with what he had asked for - a Baha'l prayer
book, hoping 1t would In some way do him some good &nd not
merely be used at his next stop to gain fzvors, Later I heard
that some one with the same story had appeared in various other
Baha'l communities, even in Pennsylvania, peddling the self-
same yarn for what gains it might bring to him from kind-hearted
Baha'is,

At an earlier date a gentlemanly stranger called upon Miss
Winifred Richards, claiming to be a Baha'l, She took his word
g8 truth and gave him the loan asked for, then stranger and
money disappeared forever more, So it 1is well that we now have
membership cards gnd have been told to ask for that identifica-
tion whenever strangers appear,

Each year brings its:disappointments, When I called upon
Mrs, S.H.Hart in February she advised a relative was coming
from Washington, D.C, that week and anxious to have Mrs. Hart,
who was in very poor health, go home with her, On April 16th
came letter from Mrs, Hart stating she had decided to remain
in Washington, making her home with her grandson, So--
Jacksonville lost another fine and steadfast Eaha'il,

During our April election Gertrude Davies was chosen
Chairman, L. B. Fender, Treasurer, KXathryn Vernon Secretary.
Again our membership was - 13, '

InMay, picking up Gertrude and Loulse, we went to
cafeteria for breakfast, then to Trout River picnic grounds
where we observed our Spiritual Feast under big moss covered
Ooak trees, They declared it so nice they did not want to wait
another 19 days, so Bhe next Sunday we returned . We arrived
early, the birds our only companions, gsnd there aggain we held
communion with God, reading from Gleanings, Hidden Words and
prayers, while enjoying the shade of His beautiful trees,
trees such as only God can make,
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In June a letter from Mrs, Estelle Hudson,who had gone to
Los Angeles, Calif, on g visit, informed us she was going to
rake that her home, Although not a member of our community,
living at the Feach, she wag as one of us, so frequently coming
alone the 18 miles for our meetings and Feasts,

A letter August 29th from Miami asked us to secure hall
where whites and cclored could gather for meeting by Lucills
Buffin, Ed Schlessinger gnd Dr., Edward Wilber. A mixed
audience was out of the question. A group had attempted such a
meeting in February, Newspaper reports called it "a disgulsed
communist front", and some prominent whites left when they saw
1o or 12 negroes arrive, But the Seminole was most kind, per-
mitting us free use of a room for our meeting,which was held
8 o'clock Sunday evening, Sept, 19th. Mr, Schlessinger's talk
was fine = "A Pattern for Future Soclety,” but the result was
the same, no interest developed to learn more of the Feith,

Later in September Gertrude, Louise and Kgathryn drove to
St. Augustine and again we enjoyed one of Ed, Schlessinger fine
talks., .

Letter from Mr, and M¥rs. Joseph Sawyer, Sr.,Greensboro,

N.C. was received Oct.1l7th, asking date of Baha'l meetings, as
they were coming to Jacksonville to visit their son, Joseph,lr.,
a student at Bolles School, We had become gcquainted with

Joe Jr, having frequently gone after or taken him btack to the
school or bus from EBaha'l meetings. He was, in fact, at our
19=-Day Feast of the 1l6th, held at 707 Post, When Gertrude,Louise
and 1 drove over to the School, to make further inquiries re-
gerding arrival of his parents, we found he had left suddenly,
as the parents, on wpoy to him, had been in auto accident, His
fine Baha'l fgther was killed, hls mother seriously hurt but
did recover, Such are the sad happenings of 1life,

Conference of the National Teaching Committee of the
Southern States in Atlanta, Ga. during November was attended by
Gertrude. The fact she had to sit up all night - going and
coming - in a bus did not dim for her the joy of teing among that
group of sincere Baha'ils,

NRovember 7th a friend brought to Jacksonville C. Vae
Thitchener of St. Aigustine and Miss Leons Barnitz, from Washing-
ton, D.C,,who was at that time visitirg Mae. Leona wished to
viszit the cemetary, she as well as her parents having known
Dr. Guy for many, many years, There she annointed each of us
with attar of roses which had been blessed by Abdu'l Raha. Then
prayers were read for Dr. Guy and for Mother, while standing
at their respective sides of the Eaha'il monument,
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The Barnitz family were among the early Baha'ls,
It 1s told how Leona, when Abdu'l FEaha was in Washington, had
begged him to permit her to do some special work for Him,
She had a great longing to serve, When he finally placed her
in the attic,to sew on tuttons and make other minor repairs
on some clothing belonging to those travelling with Him, she
was not at all pleased, Her desire wgs for a more glamorous

position. Such are the tests which teach us "radiant
acquliescense”,

Afterward Leona discovered how blesséd she had been for
there, to that attic, Abdu'l Baha went several times to per-
sonally visit with her, - while she sewed and pressed.
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During this year yiss Gertrude C. Davies opened her home,
1524 Laura Street, in the service of her Feloved, Baha'ufllah,
and there most of the Feasts and class or ¥ireside mesetings were
held. At infrequent times,when seakers care, we shared with
them the glorious Bsha'l truths, btut at the end of year we had
no new names to report,

Gertrude was our elected Chairman, Loulse Fender,reasurer,
K athryn Vernon, Secretary., Cne errolled name, Rollie “erritt,
removed upon his request,

Our Feasts were regularly observed with one excention =
Sept.27th, Louise phoned she was sick ard could not go snd, sad
to report, Gertrude and Kathryn both overlooked dstes in rush of
earning dally living, We shared the horor acting as hostess,
Frequently we enjoyed the Informslity of the Donut Shop, at
other times we rzlinquished the material portion while partaking
freely of the spiritual.

January 13th we received notice that Br, and ¥rs, Crane
(Arthur ard Ethel), Beha'ls from Hackensack, N.J., were to be
with us, Upen arrivel they stayed in Jacksonville for awhile;
then in April started 1living in a St. Augustine traller Campj;
from there they made 13 trips to Jacksonville for the purpose
of holding Bsha'l study classes or meetings, Our records
show an attendance of six (6) non-Fahn 'is for the total weekly
meetings,

3 o'clock Sunday afternoon February 6th Mrs, Ethel Crsne
gave a lecturs at the Seminole Fotel on "Prayer and Heeling."
Sim non~-Baha'ls attended, two of those were Jacksonville
friends, To this lecture came three faithful Banha'is from St,
Augustine - C, Mae Thitchener, Robert Larsen and ¥r, Wagner,

Observance of our 19-Cay Foaat was held 8:15 that evening
at 707 Post Strset, Among the 12 attending were the 3 from St,
Augustine and Mrs. Maude Earnes, our Nashville, Tenn. Eaha'i
friend. ¥rs, Crane was in charge of the spiritual oprogram,
Fefore leaving Mae remarked that "the vibrations durins the
Feast were lovely." Cver the years several peorle attending
Eaha'l meetings at 707 sald that they slways felt peaceful
vitrations when they entered. If we can resign our will to the
will of Cod that peace will surround us, After dur St,
Augustine friends left, then the Faha'i jitney carried the
others to their various doors - a busy day.,

Mr. Arthur Crane also gave a talk at the Seminole hotel,
S P ¥ the following week, Feb, 13th,

It was while the Cranes were in Jacksonville that Mrs, Vaude
Earnes visited her daughter, Mrs. Vanorian Barnes Schell, wife of
Dr, W, W. Schell,Jr., and during that time, upon Mrs, B.rnes'
invitation, 3 meotinga were held in Dr, Schell's home,under
supervision of the Cranes.
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Feb,1lth Mr. and krs. Crane were invited for dinner there,
followed by evening meeting. On Sunday evening,Feb. 13th another
meeting, tut no one sufficiently interested to desire to learn
more,

Dr, Mary E. Coffin Ketcham gnd Mr, Ketcham stopped in
Jacksonville on March 1lst, on their return from an Area Teaching
Conference in Memphis, Tenn. After giving us resume of that
Conference, we all went to the "Donut Shop™ for refreshments,

Gertrude was not home when Loulse and Kathryn agrrive on
May 17th but she always left her door unlocked gnd standing
_permission had been given to enter, so we walked boldly in and
there observed our spiritual Feast,

Mrs, Crane's study class May 21st (at Gertrude's) was
attended by Louise Fender, Mr, A. Frederick Collins, gnd the
writer,

Saturday, June 25th, was the Cranes last summer class
prior to their driving North, returning in the fall and agailr
locating in the St, Augustine traller camp, During their ab~
sence regular weekly study classes were continued, except in the
very hotest summer weather, If sometimes a friend or two at-
tended, we then tried to spesak of subj)ects which might be of
interest to them, More frequently only the Chairman, the
Treasurer and the Secretary were present,

July the S5th we enjoyed the pleasure of an informal get-
together at Gertrude's with Mr, and Mrs, Harry Ford (Harry and
"Bahiyyih"),

This year Louise Fender was appointed a member of the
Regional_ Teaching Committee gnd in October(the Cranes having
returned) she rode with the Cranes to a Miami conference,

During that time for 3 nights Kathryn sat with Mamie
Mc A bee 1n a hospital by the bedside of Horace McAbee, He
rassed away about 8%20 Saturday evening, October 1Sth, On that
date our membership fell to eleven (1l1).

Dec 31zt Feas% was attended by Gertrude(at her home),
Louise and Kathryn,

In July A. Frederick Collins, one of our elderly membors,
wont to New York state to visit his son,When  he returned in
November .ne made us happy when he sald he "felt as though home
agaln - among friends." "Among friends"™ - what a joyous
Pfeeling it gives to be among friends, but where can we find an
earthly friend to compare with our Beloved, Baha'u'llah, and the
more we love, trust and obey Him, the greater will be the out=
pouring of His love and help to us, for such 1s His Promlse,
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We write of the important happenings:

Our 19-Tay Feasts were always observed, Sometimes the
"faithful three" would meet at a cafeteria or restsurant for
the material feast, then on to Gertrude's for our Spritual Feast,
Cne unusual exception: our April Feast when Loulse invited us toher
home for a waffle breakfast,

Study or inquiry classes and most public meetings were held
at Gertrude's. Attendance straggling, frequently no outsiders,

For "World Religion Dgy" =January 15th - several notices
were placed in Jacksonville's two leading newspapers of the
services to be held at 707 Post St. In attendance; Gertrude
Davies, Loulse Fender, Kathryn Vernon; no outsiders,

When letter came from Mrs., Mabel E. Eastman, Park Ridge,
I11,, announcing she would arrive in Jacksonville on Jan 18th
and would be glad to give a book review on "The Heart of the
Gospel™ by George Townshend, M.A.,Cannon of St, Patrick's
Cathedral, Dublin, and Archdeacon of Clonfert, we advertised
the meeting (held at Gertude's) in our 2 leading newspapers,
Bgha'ls present -~ G.D,, L.F., Mamie McAbee, K.V., but no
outsiders,

We hired room in Sgminole Hotel for Feb,l14th lecture by
Mrs. Harry Ford(Nrs.Margsret Randal "Bahiyyih" Ford) on "A
Visit to the United Nations." Notice of this lecture was spread
by pald advertisement, also 2 publicity write-ups in the two
leading newspapers, and by postcard notices to many. Mr. Harry
Ford acted as Chairman. Those who attended enjoyed the fine,
interesting lecture, and her charming manner was a delight, Out
of a city of about 200,000, five was the sum total of non-Raha'ls
who attended; of those five one was a friend of Mr. and Mrs.Ford,
one was a friend of Gertrude, and two friends of the Secretary.
Small gttendances like this at hotels in the very center of the
city proved that the location of the meetings was not a stumbling
block in the growth of the Community,

March 15th was a rainy night, When the Secretary went to
garage, intanding to hurry and pick up Loulse Fender for weekly
ride to Gertrude's for our study class, she discovered the
garage was empty - having driven the car to office’'in morning
and, in eggerness to reach home to go to Baha'l meeting, had for-
gotten the car, It was near time for meeting; what to do was a
problem, Suddenly doorbell rang and there, in the rain, stood a
friend of all the Eaha'is for many years, intending to ride with
us to meeting, He proved himself a friend in need, rushing back
four blocks, soon returning in his car gnd taking the two of us
to parked car; then off we went to Gertrude's, a "motorcade" of
an Austin and a 1940 Ford.

Our April election resulted in re-appointment of Gertrude
Davies as Chairman; Louise Fender,Treasurer; Kathryn Vernon,
Secretary; most of our members decidedly inactive, either

account of distance or 111 health,
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Saturday, April 22nd, Gertrude, Louise, ¥amie }¥cAbee and I
drove to St. Augustine where, we had been informed, a Rerional
meeting was to he held. There we met ¥r., sand Dr.Xetcham, Clive
Alexander and Lucille Puffin Yaxwell, all from ¥lamli, thelir
first stop on way to Wilmette Convention. Wa left mesting at
11 P.M., 4 on back seat, 3 on front, and after delliverings ¥ae
and «r. lLarsen to thelr home, started for Jacksonville, Fog was
so thick cars showed down to a crawl, tut Jacksonville safely
reached, then Mamle was delivered, & miles ¢out from town, then
Gertrude, then Loulse, then we delivered ourselves to 707 Post.

Sept.7th I met Yrs., Eaward G, Moore,Sr,, a staunch BRaha'il
from Columbtia, £. ¢,,while on a visit to relatives in Jacksonville.
I invited her to go to Feast with me, she gladly accepted and
all down throush the vears when 1n Jacksonville we have enjoyed
Baha'l gsat-togethers,

Sept.20th Mr, % Mrs, Crane were sgaln in Jacksonville, their
first meeting since going North in the summer, They continued to
come from St, Augustine for meetinga until moving to Orlando the
first of 19951,

On Octobsr 1l4th Gettrude and I met ¥iss Haworth of California
ard Mr, and Mrs, Dagvison, Sr., from Miami, in the Mayflower Hotel
for a Raha'l visi%, then on Oct, 22nd the Dgvisons attended a
meeting at Certrudes,

During October 2Cth class we - Mrs, Crane, Gertrude,
Loulse and I, read from new study took on Administration, while
we nibtled on Certrude's sarndwichaes ard sipped tea from her
grandmothsr'!s teautiful antique cups,

Bow 1ittle we know of what 1liss ghegd, O,r hearts were
¥11led with grief wxhen it was found that early the morring of
December 15th Gertrude Dgviss, our sincere Paha'il, while in her
home alone, hgd passed on to God's sniritual world,

My Vother and T were living in Vinelend, N. J.,when Gertrude
was born there., *#e had been friends ever since, gnd truer friends
no one ever had, Gertrude and her “other came to their first
Baha'1l meeting because we invited them,and from the moment they
accepted Baha u'llah to the end ther were staunch in *helr love
gnd falthful in their service for Him, Two noble souls,

It was a Baha'i service on December 23rd; a beautiful
Beha'l service, There was music as Gertrude, a gradugte of the
Musical Conservatory of Rollins College, Deland, Florida, loved
music, Then JMrs. Crane beautifully read selections from both
the RBible and the Beha'l Sacred Words, As I sat and listened,
it seems that a hush of holiness was there - a tlsssin;y. I
could not help but feel that Jertrude was glad her suffering of
years was over,
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As a last love offering to Gertrude, I carried three
passengers, all life-long friends of her family, with no means
of transportation, to the Oaklawn Cemetary. There, in that
quiet, peaceful spot, again prayers were read - Bagha'l
prayers for the departed.

Coming home we crowded in two young girls, one a former
pupll.
That wgs all we could do., OQur very sincere Bgha'l -

Gertrude Carolyn Dgvies = had left us,

Our membershilip was ten,

+ 3t 3t 3t 3t 3t 3t d¢ 3t
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On April 21lst Mrs, Loulse B. Fender was reelected Treasurer,
Kathryn Vernon Chairman and Secretary, with the following on our
community list: Mabel Sagwyer, still in Washington but malling in
her remittances, Herbert E, Bacon, Margaret Haas, Eulglle Hags,
Mrs, Mamie T. McAvee, Mrs. A. M, Powell, and Mrs. Pearl Rozear,
Mr. A. Frederick Collins, who went tack to his home in Congers,
N.Y. each summer, was not physically able to return to us this
year, thus reducing our membership to nine.

7 P M May 22nd, picking up Loulse Fender we drove downtown
to call upon "muntie Victoria", stopping at a hotel over night,
on her way to Orlando, Victoria America Schanabel Bediklan,
lovingly known as "Auntie Victoria"™ was then 72, had the fair
skin of a young girl, was born in Boise, Idaho,on Feb.9, 1879,
During 1945-1952 she traveled 4 times around the United States,
visiting every state in the Union, contacting the mempers of the
Baha'l faith, She was a musiclan and an artist. It was she who
sent to all the assemblies, groups or individuals 19-Dgy Feast
letters of love, words from the sacred Baha'l writings, each time
the sheets decorated with a different colored original design,
year in, year out, from the early days to the last, they never
failed to arrive for the 19-Day Feasts, a work of love,indeed,for
her Lord. Within the Jacksonville Baha'i library will be
found meny coples of these love letters from Auntie Victoria, To
her we were the flowers In her Garden - the "Garden of Raha'u'llah.”

During this evening's vislt she suggested writing a'letter
to her and our dearly loved Guardian, Shoghl Effendl. I was
delegated, so ahe and Loulse talked while I wrote, she saying she
would add a few lines later, as she wrote to him every day, which
she did for over a quarter of a century, No wonder, when she
passed on in Atlanta, Ga. in 1955, that Shoghi' Effendi's cable-
gram mentioned her as a "indefatigable wholly consecrated pro-
moter of Falth, her services unforgettable."

While in office August 9th I received a phone informing
me@ that she, Mrs. Elizabeth Clark, a Baha'l from Denver, Colo,,
and son J4ym Clark,who was with the U S Navy, Memphis, Tenn,,were
in Jacksonville and would like to meet the Baha'ls, So we
hustled and phoned and swept and dusted and at 8 P M all was in
readiness with icecream and cake waiting in kitchen, Mrs.Clark,
sweet and sincere, kept all interested while giving the Baha'l
message in various ways, Jim also doing his part. About 12 were
present to greet them and that no one left until after 11 P M
should be proof that it was a Baha'l party enjoyed by all.

On Oct. 18th Mr, and Mrs. Charles Gilman (Ruth) called at
702 Post. We phoned Louise Fender, living four blocks away,but
she could not come® to meet them, so we three talked and read from
Gleanings and Newsa Letters, ending with Ruth reading Tablet of
Ahmad@, They were living at Jacksonville Beach, having Jjust mov-
ed from Wisconsin,
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About this same time, through phone call, we learned that
Mr. and Mrs. Ward N. Calhoun (Ward and Sylvia) were also staying
at Jacksonvidle Begch, and that they would protably be in
Florida for sometime, as they were members of the Contact
Committee.

Invitgtion came from Mse Thitchener, St. Augustine, for
Jacksonville believers to share the Nov, 4th Feast withthem,
Only Mamie McAbee and I could go, Eleven were present at the
Feast, Including the Gilmans from the Beach, Mr, Robert Larsen,

Mae, and five St. Augustine colored believers,

On November l1llth, with Mamle McAbee, Loulse Fender and a
box of sandwiches, we again started for St., Augustine. Nine
white and two colored believers present on that occasion, and a
real feast it turhed out to be = « roast duck and rice and cold
cuts and all the extras,

November 25th we celebreted the Day of the Covenant also
at Mae's in St., Augustine; this time adding another Jacksonville
passenger, Mrs, Pearl Rozear, Total this time was ten, includ-
ing the Gilmans from Jax Beach and Mr, and Mrs, Crane from
Orlando, Mae and Mr, Larsen were the only St. Augustine be-
lievers, We walited 45 minutes to give others chance to arrive,
but none came, so Baha'l readings were begun, then hot chocolate
and cookies, gnd at last safely back to Jacksonville.

Jacksonville continued to try to carry on for Baha'u'llah =-
doing the best wa could with the "faithful few,"
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On April 2l1lst Louise Fender, Mamie McAbee, Mrs, Pearl
Rozear and I went to St, Augustine for a social gathering
held in the home of C, Mae Thitchener in honor of Mr, and Mrs,
Crane and Ruth and Bud Giiman, all leaving for the Wilmette
Convention,

On March 9th we also enjoyed a Sunday meeting at the
Thitchener home,

During this year Louise Fender continued to act as
freasurer for Jacksonville, Kathryn Vernon as Secretary.

In September we were obliged to write NSA that Herbert
E. Bacon was not desirocus of being listed as a Raha'l at that
time, no antagonism, Just too many conflicting duties, This
was, indeed an unpleasant duty, as Herbert was the son of Mr,
Walter L. Bacon and there never was a finer, more sincere
Baha'l gentleman than Mr, Walter L, Bacon,

On December 31lst the city of Jacksonville, Florida,
only had an enrollment of eight Baha'ils,

During this year the Gilmans lived at Jacksonville Beach
six (6) months, Mr. and Mrs., Ward Calhoun three (3) months ,
but they left absolutely no interested seakers,
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In March we received a card from Mrs. Arthur Crane stat-
ing that a meeting of the Area and the Reglional Teaching Com-
mittees was called for Jacksonville on Sunday, March 1l5th,and
asking us to contact hotels for meeting place,

We belleve it interesting to note that some of the hotels
definitely refused when told we might have with us a bellever of
the so-called colored race; one stagted they would prefer not to
have us meet there., Upon phoning the Windle Hotel, on East
Forsyth street (later torn down to erect new Jacksonville public
Library) we found the Mangger most gracious, - When told the name
of our group, he extended to us the use of a room free of charge
i1f some of our members remained over night, stating he had seen
"the beautiful Baha'il Temple in Wilmette.,"

So at 9:30 AM Sunday, March 1l5th, in accordance with the
call from the Teaching Committees, we met at the Windle Hotel,
and at that time the Jacksonville bellevers were most happy to
learn that three Baha'ils - ¥Mr, and Mr, J. Reed Barrett, Jr.,
and Mrs. Minnie LaFont, had moved to Jacksonville fron Atlanta,
Georgla - giving Jacksonville the needed number to continue
with an Assembly status,

Present at that meeting were -

Nr, & Mrs, Ben Weeden, who had the great
privilege of spending four years in Haife,

Mr . John C. Inglis, Birmingham, Ala.
Mr. Raymond W. Lindsey, Atlanta, Ga.

Mr.% Mrs, Arthur Crane, Orlando, Bla.
Mr., & Mrs, Louls, Keller,Orland, BRla.

Mr., & Mrs. J. Reed Rarrett,Jr.,Jacksonville, Fla.

Mrs, Loulse R, Fender Jacksonville
Mrs, A. M, Powell Jacksonville
Kgthryn L. Vernon Jacksonville

Mrs, LaFont, mother of Mrs, Reed, was 111l and unable
to attend,

Meeting was called to order by Mr. Inglis, Chairman, and
we, in turn, introduced ourselves, A Raha'l prayer was then
read by each, thereafter various phases of the Raha'l teachings
were discussed by all members, under the topics of what the
Baha'l Falith meant to the individual, to the city of Jacksonville,
to the world at large: the true meaning of Unity in a Baha'il

Community, its value to the Community, and how Baha'l
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local communities can sow an influence for good in their citiss,
eventually to extend throughout the world.

During the discussions Mrs, Weeden told how the Baha'l
teachings had brought to her the realization that the heart must
be filled with love for all creatures, else one cannot radigte
the true Baha'l spirit,

Mr. Weeden told how one serving in Haifa is "on call for
duty" at all times of day or night, and reminded us that
Baha'is also should be ready for service at any time,

The Chairman concdluded our mceeting by stating that
Jacksonville at that time had been given an opportunity for a
new beginning, henceforth the responsibility was ours, success
or fallure was in our hands, gnd he reminded us that one of the
best ways to spread this truth of God i1s - to "Live the Life."

We adjourned at 2 PM = the end of a friendly and spiritual
conference,

The Jacksonville believers were invited by Mr, and Mrs,
Barrett to be their guests for the Naw-Riz Feast, Saturday,
March 21st, Three were able to attend:- Mrs. Fender,Mrs. Powell,
and Kathryn Vernon.

After the evening meal we read from the Baha'l words and,
as the Naw-Riz day was past, talked of plans for the future,
Nrs. Bgrrett graciously suggested that Jacksonville accept the
use of their home, 4362 Gadsden Court, g3 meeting place for the
19-Day Fgasts, and during the years which followed many were the
happy meetings enjoyed there,

A reorganization election was called for Saturday,March
28th at the Barrett home. TUpon arrival we found Mr., and Mrs,
Crane who informed us they had discovered that the Barrett
home was located just outside the Jacksonville city limite,
therefore they could not belong to the Jacksonville community-
that they would have to form a group of their own, to be known
as the Duval County Group, So, on April 21st Jacksonville was
still a group of eight (8), :

¥ithin this, the Jacksonville, Florida, Baha'il Record
mention 1s made of Baha'l activities enjoyed jointly with the
Duval County believers; not in any way trying to keep their
records but in grateful ackmowledgment of all the cordial
hospitality extended to Jacksonville city by the Duval County
community., While we felt that in years to come Duval County
might be annexed, in 1953 we each had our own responsibilities,
County activities not attended by any of the Jacksonville members
are not mentioned herein,
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Sunday, Sept.l1l3th a State Conventlon wgs held at the YWCA,
which some Mlami gnd other Baha'ls gttended. Iynch was served bty
the Jacksonville gnd the Duval County Groups,

An gdvertisdd public meeting was also held in the Seminole
Hotel at 8 PM that same date., John Inglis of Birmingham, Ala,
was supposed to be our guest speaker but he did not arrive, so
Reed Barrett took his place, Pictures of Temple were shown by
a Baha'l from Mlami, About four non-Baha'ls present,

On October 19th I received a telephone from Mrs,., Beatrice
R, Alexander and learned that she and husband, Jesse J. Alexander,
had come from Budd Lake, N.J. to live in Jacksonville. They
remained until September 30,1556, when they moved to Tampa,
During their stay in Jacksonville they alternated in acting as
secretary and chairman for the Group, but as they left no reeords
for the Jacksonville grchives, I am taking the liberty of
mentioning the important happenings, so future Baha'ls can have
an unbroken picture of how Jacksonville'!s Baha'l Ggrden grew, Their
arrival brought our membership up to ten,

The following, copled from the Friday, Cctober 23rd edition
of the "Chronicle", a Jacksonville paper, might be of interest:

Chicago Gets A Taj Mahal

A Taj Mahal has been built on Chicago's North
Shore, It has taken 50 yegrs to builld 1t, It had:its
formel dedication in May, 1953. It i1s the Baha'il
Temple, It 1s the Baha'l House of worship, What 1s
the Bsha'l movement? It 1s one of those modern religious
movements which consists of a lot of sweet scented words
with no substance, The Basic teaching 1s the oneness
of mankind, Don't be carried away by this Baha'i
movement, It 1s another one of those inter-faith,
Inter-raclial snd inter-national movements which spells
no good for Christianity and the United States,

How blessed are we who have found the truth; that thils,
The Baha'l Faith 1s the changless Falith of God, eternal in the
past, eternal in the future, How blessed are we, indeed, to be
1living in this - the New Dgy of God.
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The evening of January 30th three Baha'ls called at
707 Post Street with cards to be signed, furnished by the
Regional Teaching Committee, 5s a megns of tracking down the
"inactives." Cards read = "I am of this date not interested
in the Baha'i religion." Mrs. Powell, a French Cgnadian, a
cripple, was then 1living with me, where she remained until
obliged to go to hospital some time later, Once before , when
living in her own apartment, she had been interviewed by a
visiting Baha '1, ¢trylng to ascertaln the reason for her
inactivity. At that time she definitely did not deny
Baha'u'llah, neither did she this time but she signed the card,
Had the card read "I am at this time no longer a believer in
Baha'u'llah™ the interview would have hgd a very different
ending, Belief 1s one thing; there can be many good reasons
for the 1ingctivity,

Mixs Margaret Haas was another member called upon by the
visiting Baha'il; she also received letters of inquiry regarding
her ingctivity, Feeling I was a friend, she frequently called
upon me., Late in November, 1953, I drove her on a necessary
errand; she was at that time very 111, She joined, declaring
her belief in Bsha'u'llah in 1937, never once did she deny Him,

We are glad the Writings point out that Disbelief 1s the
only reason for nagme removal, outside of willful gcts detrimental
to the Faith, etc,

Area Teaching Cormittee called a conference for Sunday,Oct.
10th,which was held 1-5 PM at the YWCA, 325 E. Duval St, Theme=-
"Faith in gction."” = a box supper available aftarward, Following
the Conference a Fireside at the Barretts, the believers furnish-
ing transportation for friends without cars,

Later in October Sunday afternoon meetings, under super-
vision of Mr., and Mrs. Barrett and Mr. and Mrs. Alsxander,were
begun at the YWCA.Although held for several weeks: they failed to
bring to either of the Groups any new members or seekers. In fact,
those advertised meetings attracted practically no outsiders,

: It was iIn October that the NSA was mailed a check,signed by
Louise Fender, Treasurer, and Kathryh Vernon, Secretary, in amount
$32.12, as contribution for Temple use, which closed out the
"Jacksonville Baha'il Assembly" Atlantic National Bank checking
account, Thus did the last of Winifred's bequest to the Jackson-
ville Baha'i Community enter into service for Baha'u'llah,
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During their stay in Jacksonville the Alexanders took
charge of all meeting arrangements and our Feasts were celebrated
in their home, they our host and hostess, except on those
occasions when the Jacksonville gand the Duval County Groups
comkined,

A speclal meeting was called by the Alexanders Fgb.4th to
meet Miss. Olive Alexander, Chgirman of Area Committee, gnd Miss.
Ida Solomon, Secretary, both from Miami, At another time Mr,

%m,. DeForge was present, :

One Christmas the Barretts and the Alexanders held a
Christmas Baha'l party at the Clara White M ission (colored)
There was music, A large Christmas tree stood upon the
platform, 1ts shining decorations despeaking a welcome to all,
The hall was filled with chilldren gnd thelr parents gnd there
the Baha'l message was presented. Then candy, fruilt gnd a gift
for each child, with refreshments for all, A gregt deal of
time, work and money went into that BRaha'l effort, and I am not
exaggerating when I report that all the material portions were
greatly enjoyed by the guests,

Thils year the Alexanders enrolled John and Willie Mae Tobe,
with their daughter Kargaret and two younger children as Eaha '1
zcuth. When Margaret graduated from high school she joined the
Waves" and shortly after moved to California,

Our last meeting with the Alexanders was on Sept.29th,
they moving on the 30th to Tampa, Fla., Mr. Alexander having
been trsnsferred to that city. Kathryn was appointed by them to
act as Secretary and Loulse as Tpeasurer for Jax.until the next
regulsr Baha'l election, April 21,1956,

A Fireside was held Nov, 18th at Mrs. Fender's; gnother
shortly thereafter at 707 Post,

During this year the name of one very sincere Raha'l had
to be removed - Miss Mabel P, Sawyer because she was held in
Washington, D.C. by her position gnd no prospects of returning soon
to Jacksonville, As long as she remalned in Jacksonville Mabel
was falthful to her trust, doing everything possible for
Baha'u'llah, frequently stopping at 707 Post after her day's work,
to use typewriter and prepare her "copy" for that week's news-
paper, The papers were very generous to us in the early days and
weekly carried meeting notices together with Baha'l quotatlons,
but rarely did anyone attend a meeting gs a result of newspaper
notice,

Decembter 31st showed us with membership of six: pne lost
by death, Miss Margaret Haas, and Miss Eulalie Haas having moved
to country and could not be located, Once again the "faithful
few" gettled down to keepimg the Feqasts and spreading the
Bgha'l message whenever opportunities presented.
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January 30th of this year Mr. and Mrs. Abel (Harvey
and Florence) Baha'lis from Astoria, Oregon, came to
Jacksonville, boosting our membership to eight,

In their Belmont Terrace home, South Jacksonville,
we enjoyed, during their stay in this city, many Feasts
and Bsha'l gatherings,
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Many were the Baha'l activities by the Duval County Group.
I am including those of which I, as a participant, have knowledge,
in order that the Jacksonville report may be continuous,

January 24th we were invited to home of Mr. and Mrs.Barrett,
There five Jacksonville Baha'ils with 11 others met Mr. and Mrs.
J.Svendsen, Madison, Wisc. gnd Mr., Winsted Evans, and all enjoyed
a wonderful spiritual feast along with the BRarrett Baha'l
hospitality.We met there again the following evening with Mr.
Winsted Evans, and in February with Mr. and Mrs. Svendsen,

We were ‘invited Sunday, January 27, to the home of Dr.and
Mrs. Otto Zmeskal, Galnesville, Fla., for a regional teaching con-
ference with Mr, and Mrs. Svendsen and Mr. Evans, Conference from
10 in morning to 4 in afternoom, recess for lunch, everyone carry-
ing their owrr, Twenty-~three were present at that gathering,
coming fromJacksonville, Daytona Beach, Pinecastle, Orlando,
Ormond, etc, and two from Canada. Through courtesy of ride with
Barretts, I was able to attend, Many were the courtesy rides
extended by them over the years, »

6:30 PM January 30th Jacksonville received a phore call
from Mr. and Mrs., Paul Harris of Mattoon, Illinois. They were
at the George Washington Hotel, expecting to have a meeting that
evening. We had received no previous notice of their coming and
it was impossible to arrange for a meeting on such short notice,
so we missed the still pictures of Haifa which they had intend-
ed to show,

On February 15th Mrs, Louise B, Fender, one of the "faith-
ful few" moved to &rlington, and while only across the St.,Johns
River 1t was far enough to take her from the Jacksonville member-
ship and into the Duval County Group,

Later in the year Miss Marila LaFont, slister of Mrg.Barrett,
Joined the Baha'l ranks. Living inside the Jacksonville city
limits she belonged to us. It 1s interesting to note that while
her sister and Mother head been Baha'is for several years, Marila
sald she never found the truth until she read "Gleanings" - the
sacred words of Eaha'u'llah,

Sunday, April 14th we were again invited to the Zmeskel
home in Galnesville: the honored guest - Zahih Shahidzadeh, a
Baha'l from Isfahan, Iran, a polished gentleman, in the USA for
a year as an exchange student., Agaln a gracious offer of a ride
with the Bgrretts. That was a spiritual treat long to be remember-
ed: first-hand information of the early days of martyrdom, and
of the steadfast falith of the believers, We wanted to stay on
and on, but Jacksonville was a long ways away, We made it by 1 AM,

On April 21st 1t was again our privilege to meet Zagbih
at the Barrett home,

During the year our Jacksonville Feasts were observed
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at homes of Mr, & Mrs., Abel or Miss Maria LaFont,(Jacksonville

Group):or- by frequent invitation with the Duval County Group,

Our guests - Mrs, E. C. Moore, Columbla, S.8., and Mrs Maude
Barnes, Nashville, Tenn, :

Both Flotence Abel gnd Maria LaFont held positions which
kept them travelling a great part of the time, so seldom in
Jacksonville for Feasts and meetings,

The evening of November 18th both Groups combined in
holding Memorial Services for our Beloved Guardian, Shoghi
Effendi. The Jacksonvllis members ungble to attend were given
selected readings which they read in their homes at eight
oclock of same evening.

On December 31st our listed members were - 8, -
Harvey Abel, Florence Abel, Maria LaFont, Mrs,Mamie McAbee
Britt, Mrs., Pearl Rozear, John Toba, Willie Mae Tobe,
Kathryn Vernon. .
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As we look back over the year 1958 we particularly re-
call the Sunday February 1l6th Conference held in the Barrett home,
under leadership of Mr, Wm. deForge, of Hackensack, N.J., member
of the Auxiliary Board of the Cause, 18 attended the Conference,
representing 8 localities - Jacksonville, Duval County,
Arlington, Wesconnett, St. Augustine, Gzilnesville, Daytona Beach,
and Key West, Confe e lasted from 1 PM to after 5:30, then
buffet supper, aftef gﬁ friends from distance felt they must
leave. Those remaining again gathered around Mr. deForge for an
informal talk and question period until evening, when we settled
down to a "Fireside" meeting with 10 Baha'ls and 3 friends.
Refreshments again at 10:30 = truly g busy day under the friendly
Earrett roof,

Mr. deForge spoke to us of the passing or our dearly loved
fuardian, Shoghl Effendl on November 4th,1957, and what we could
do to prove our love for him and for Baha'u'llah, For 36 years
Shoghi Effendi's 1life was one of consecrated, constant service,
and we had wondered why we had been deprived aof his guldance., We
were told we were then called upon to attain to our maturity,not
to lean upon a Guardian and hence this Conference - to help builld
a greater unity gnd gather strength for the coming years,

And so we pledged anew to carry on, realizing that Cod works
in mysterious ways, His wonders to perform; that the Hands of the
Cause of Baha'u'llah, appointed by Shoghl Effendi, are a part of
God's divine plan for this, His New Age, gnd that if we pray in
sincerity for guidance we shall be shown the way to do our part
in the days and the years to come,

Joe J. Sawyer,Jr., who was in Jacksonville the latter part
of 19867, for a short time, returned to South Carolina in March,

April 20th we received letter from Jorn gnd Willie Mae Tobe
resigning from Baha'l membership, stating they were'"well satisfied
with their own church." We tried to point out to them that our
love for Baha'u'llah was the all-important thing, not the church,
but they preferred their accustomed activities, and in July the
NSA removed thelr names,

On April 21st Kathryn was agaln appointed to act as
Secretary for another Baha'l year - April 21,1959,

Durlng business portion of Juje 4th Feast, held at the
Earrett home, Mrs, Bgrrett stated she had opened Baha'l meetings
in the Clara White Mission, situated in Jacksonville city. One
meeting had been held, eight attended; next to be Wednesday
evening June 1llth. On that evening Iucille Barrett and Harvey
Abel stopped for me and I went with them to the meeting. It was
held in office of the Mission. Present: 4 RBRsha'ls and Miss Eartha
White, daughter of the founder of Mission. 2 women (one who worked
for Mrs, Barrett) and 2 men (one the elderly janitor,) Mrs.

Rarrett (Lucille) was speaker and announcement was made of meet-

ings to te held every other Wednesday.
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The next meeting, June 25th, Lucille again picked me up,
When we reached the Mission Eartha was going home - had forgotten
that was the meeting night; Janitor also hgd forgotten, We
walted until 9:30 but no one came. Iucille then decided the
meetings might as well be discontinued. So ended that project,

For the November 4th Feast we were guests of the Abels,

November 24th John C. Eoylin transferred from Nashville,
Tenn, to Jacksonville so on December 31st our membership was
seven, (7) '

On July 5th, while I was visiting with C, Mae Thitchener
in St. Augustine, we went to call upon Mrs. Frances A. Shgw,
almost 90 years old, their staunch colored believer who was at
that time in a nursing home, When we entered her room she was
fast asleep, In the bend of her left arm, which was folded
across her breast, was the latest copy of our "Baha'i News"
publication., When she awoke, how happy she was to see us; sald
she had been thinking of Mae and praying she would come, That
she recognized me could not be doubted when she smiled, then told
Mae - "She looks just like herself.,"

Many Baha'l meetings I had attended with Mrs. Shaw in
St. Aigustine but I shall always cherish the remembrance of
this visit = she with the "Baha'i News" hugged close to her heart,
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As both Jacksonville gnd Duval County Groups wers small,
we continued to hold practically all of our activitles together,
Study classes were started, to be held each Monday evening, unless
conflicting with 18-Day Feasts,gnd some times the 19-Day Feasts
developed into real festiVe occasions, as the time we adjourned
to thelr pretty shadeygarden and, seated at a long table we
en joyed a bountiful supper, ending with a birthday cake in honor
of Mrs. LaFont,

A National Spiritual Conference with Mrs, Mottahedah was
held at the Barretts on Feb, 22nd, Meeting lasted from 10:30 AM
to 4 PM, with intermission to partake of a box luncheon.
Twenty-one were present, including representatives from St,
Augustine, Daytona Beach, Ormond, etc,

This was followed on the 23rd by Fireside to which I took
three non-Baha'is . There, also, Naw-Riz was observed, with
several outsiders present,

April 13th was ameeting for Bgha'ls only with Mr, Wm,
Sears, Hand of the Cause in Africa,

On April 21st, election date, we were all at the Rarretts.
Each Group chose a corner in which to hold their own election,
and at that time John C. Boylin was elected Secretary for the
Jacksonville Group,

Aug., 30th, when Mrs. Anna Mikurliya was 1in Jacksonville, the
County group advertised and sponsored a meeting for her at the
Jacksonville colored branch YWCA, 582 W. 8th St, Attendance:
7 Baha'ls and 4 or S5 others, No further interest developd and
later, when Duval County requested privilege of holding "mixed"
meetings there, 1t was refused; too fearful of reprisals,

Another meeting was planned by the County Group for Mrs.
Mikuriya on the 31st at home of a colored family., Thirty-three
were present, As I talked to them later, all declared they had
enjoyed a wonderful time, not Recause of the llessage from God,
but tecause of the marvelous repast - a regular feast, plates
heaped up with everything from meat to dessert , furnished by
the Duval County Group, and, as the guests expressed it to me -
"It 1s so nice to be together like this."

Two other times I attended similar meetings sponsored by
the Duval County Group for out-of-town speakers. The attendance
was large, the refreshments, furnished by the Dounty Group,
bountiful, It was never hard to get such a group together
when refreshments were served,

During this year Mr. and Mrs. Abel moved to the West,
which reduced out Jacksonville believers to five (5).
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April 21st John C. Boylin sent letter to secretary of the
Teaching Committee that I, Kathryn L. Vernon, had been re-elected
secretary of the Jacksonville, Florida, Group "after a year's
rest."So John fulfilled his secretarial term (although no records
were left for posterity),and so I once more took up the burden,

Later, October 20th, John Boylin advised he was moving out-
81de of Jacksonville city 1limits, so his name had to be transferred
to the Duval County Group, even though he had to drive through

Jacksonville to reach Duval County meetings., Thils reduced the
Jacksonville Group to four (4),
To 707 Post Street =-came,

On June 1l4th Mr. and Mrs. Wm., T. Spell, he in army service,
located in Panama Canal zone, There he heard of the EFeha'l
message from a neighbor and he accepted. A young girl, Alda R.
Rendina, in Chicago, Ill, felt the call to pioneer in the Canal
Zone, She bought a one-way ticket and landed there with $15 in
pocketbook, She suggested that all pioneers buy only a one-way
ticket, else they might do as some she knew; when they found food
not good gnd many other unpleasant things, the easy living of
America left behind, they immediately used their return ticket,

Sut Alda stuck it out although it was 15 weeks before she found
work, The two met and married gnd they stated their one desire
was to always teach,

In 1960 Mr, & Mrs. Ellingham (Ciff & Margaret) transferred
from Memphis, Tenn, purchased a house outside of City limits,
therefore belonging to the County Group. August 13th the BRarretts
invited Jacksonville members to their home, to meet the Ellinghams,
and on Aug.20th we were invited by the Ellinghams to their own
home for 19-D,y Feast, followed by cordial invitations whenever
meetings held in their home,

Nov, 7th Mr. Wm. deForge was at the Ellingham home,, 11 non=-
Baha'ls present at that meeting, Mr. deForge gave interesting
short talk, bringing out polnts of interest to those not familiast
with the Baha'l Faith, then evening opened for questions,

The following evening a meeting for Baha'ls only was held
at home of Maria LaFont of the Jax.,City Group, when Mr, deForge
gave us references for future study,

‘We well recall the many times in years previous when he
came to the Hacksonville meetings and how his pleasing personality
and sincerity were always enjoyed by all,



85

1961

During this year Mrs. Vivian Fellows of Mllwgukee, Wisc.,
came to the Duval County Group and with her we studied 'Local
Spiritual Assembly Questionnaire!( Mrs. Fellows was also speaker
at _Greup meeting, attended by 32, followed by refreshments-
courtesy of Duval County, )

In August a Bgha'l gathering was held at the Pgrrett
home, with Dr. Allgn L. Wgrd, professor of Speech at Lane
College, Jackson, Tenn. the speaker. The following evening
he met at 1531 W. 3rd St. with a colored group of 13 non-Baha'ls
plus 8 Baha'is. Refreshments served by the Duval County Group,

Also In August, through efforts of Mrs.Lucille Barrett,
Dr. Ward was guest speaker in the Unitarian Church, Jackson-
ville. A goodly number of their congregation attended.,

At another time, under Duval County sponsorship, Dr.
NelsonBrown of Atlanta, Ga. was speaker gt a Unitarian regular
Sunday service, Room was fllled with members of their
congregation,

These contacts did not bring any interested seekers to
Jacksonville,



_1962_

Throughout thils year, to the Jacksonville believers
came cordial invitations from the Duval County Group to
attend thelr Fgasts, study classes, or other meetings.

]
<

In Janupry I attended meeting at the Ellingham home,
in Duval County, when Mrs., Eobo was guest speaker,
Several non-Baha'lis were present,

After 27 years the city of Jacksonville listed only
four (4) members:-

Maria LaFont; Mrs. Mamie McAbee Britt NcClinton,
Mrs. Pearl Rozear, and Kathryn L. Vernon.

SAD = BUT TRUE’
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World Religion and World Peace Days were otserved by the
Duval County Groups at the Ellingham home,

To World Religion Day came a visitor from the Univermsity
of Florida, Gainesville =~ Ruhullah K Radyar, a Persian Baha'l
from Bombay, India, and after our buffet supper he told of the
many meetings in BEombay and surrounding villages, of the
sacrifices made and of one Baha'i bringing 2,000 people into
the Faith, )

Perhgps here we have the answer to success - we do not
love enough to sacrifice enough,

Mrs. Pearl Rozear, a member of the Jacksonville com-
munity since 1934, and 1living at 707 Post for many years, on
account of 111 health moved to a Gainesville, Fla. nursing
home on December 13th. This brought our membership down to
three (3) but on December 31st Mr, and Mrs, Walter Kiser came

to Jacksonville from Fairbanks, Alaska, boosting our member-
ship up to five (5},-

Miss Maria LaFont -~ Mrs, Mamle McAbee McClinton -
Mr. and Mra. Kiser - and Kathryn L. Varnon, the latter acting as
secretary.
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Friday evening January 3rd I drove to the Rarretts, they
having invited me to ride the rest of the way with them to
Ellinghams, where an enjoyable eveniing was spent, Mrs, Ledmiller
VonZiebech, from Durham, N,C., showing beautiful slides taken
during a trip abroad, among them picture of Marian Elizgbeth Jack's
grave in Sophla,

I had often heard Dr, and Mrs. Guy speak of "Jackie", as
they called her, who, before I heard of the Baha'l Falth, spent
some time in St. Augustine where she had a studio. 1In thelr
dining room hung a picture of the Acca fortress, painted by
"Jackie™,

A Mrs. Beal from England also attended that meeting,

The 5th was also a most enjoyable evening; a fireside at
the home of Duval County member Henry Markot,honoring Mrs.
VonZliebech, from whom Henry had received the Baha'l message.
Henry, a musiclan, favored us that evening with plano selection;
We galso heard a beautiful Baha'l song by one of his puplls,

Our sincere Baha'l, Maria LaFont, held a position which kept
her travelling almost constantly, so although 1living within the
city 1limits we seldom saw her - much to our regret., In February
of this year she moved to Arlington, which placed her in the
Duval County Group,

After the Kisers' arrival in Jacksonville, December of
last year, I contacted them several times; they alwgys seemed
happy to tal k of the Baha'l Faith., On March 4th, thinking Mrs.
Kiser and the three children might enjoy a ride to a pretty
park, the weather was so beautiful, I was gresatly surprised to
have a strange woman appear at the door of the apartment they
had rented, who stated the Kisers had moved two days before,
going to some other Florida town., Jacksonville never heard any-
thing from them thereafter, This brought our membershin
down to two (2).

Jacksonville papers graciously carried our Eaha'l meeting
gnd activity notlces - free of charge -continuously from January,
1934 through 1950, Gone now are those happy days of free ad-
vertising. Once when I asked the Duval County Community 1f they
were still placing ads in the papers, as I had falled to locate
any, I was told that as ads "seemed unproductive of results" they
were discomrtinuing for the time,-sending that extra money to
Wilmette instead. We, of Jacksonville, can testify as to the
"unproductiveness™ up to that time, but those years proved to us
one great truth - that those in charge of our Publicity notices
had a great love in their hearts for Baha'u'llah to be willing to
wear out so many palirs of shoes delivering those notices to the
various newspapers,
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1965 began in a wonderful way. I had the great honor
and pleasure of a visit with Mrs, Marguerite Sears, wife of
Mr. William B, Sears (Hand of the Cause of God), who came
to 707 Post Street on Janugry S5th, My hope was that we might
meet many times in the future, such was her sincerity and
sweetness, We, of course, spent the time talking of

" Baha'l Interests"” and the visit wms all too short,

Next evening a meeting was held for Baha'ls only at
the Ellingham residence, Mr. Spars the honored guest speaker,
and, as Jobn Boylin phoned gnd offered to take me, I had the
privilege of gttending that meeting. I was able to drive a
car tut with this world in such an unsettled condition it was
safer not to drive alone late at night,

Mamie McClinton had been in very 111 health for many
months and for some time I gttended no outside Esha'l
activities, keeping the 19- Day Feasts with Mamie and to-
gether studying when she was able, On July 24,1965, be-
cause of her exceedingly poor health, she moved to Augusta,
Georgla, to be near her daughter, and on that date the
Jacksonville Baha'ili membership slid down to ONE (1) =

Kathryn Louisa Vernon - the first to accept in 1932,

At least I can truthfully report that she remained
steadfast,
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Away back on April 21st, 1935, at a wonderful meeting
presided over by Dr. and Mrs. Walter E. Guy of St.Augustine,
Jacksonville claimed its right to Baha'l Assembly status, with
thirteen (13) believers, We were very happy; it seemed that this
~ city would soon have a flourishing Baha'l community., The years
passed qudckly and with them came many changes: removals from
the city, many deaths. 1If, within the city there were searchers
for the truth, they falled to read our weekly newspaper notices,
or 3lae were blinded to the beauty of the sacred Eaha'il quota-
tions conteired therein,

On this day, April 21ast of the year 1966, in the city of
Jacksonville, Florida, with a population of around 500,000, I,
Kathryn Louisa Vernon, stood alone in the Garden of Bsha'u'llah -
alone for the first time in 31 years on Baha'l community
slection day.

How we hated for Jackaoavillo to lose her Assembly
status, but as we turned to Baha'u'llah we were comforted when

we rsead- "The sign of love 1is fortitude under My decree and
patience under My trials.” Was this one of his tests, to
prove our love for Him? "Love me that I may love thee,"

He has said, "if thou lovest Me not, My love can in no wise
reach thee."

We had loved ever since the moment in 1932 when we
accepted Him, We could only try to prove our love by holding
firm. We knew that if Baha'u'llah desired Jacksonville to have
a wortkh while Baha'l community at His own time, in His own way,
He would bring it to pass for God, indeed, works in mysterious
ways His glories to unfold.

Se, or this the 2last day of April, 1966, we decided to
hold our election anyway. Jacksonville still needed a recording
secretary, that future generations might have an unbroken report
of how Baha'u'llah's Jacksonville Garden gre¥. The thought came-
"Remember, the command, Kathryn, no electioneering. Vote only
for the one you feel best fitted for the position, ------- U=u-m-m
Now let's count the votes. Why,Kathryn, you are elected ! "

Md so, as His secretary until He desired otherwise, I made
a promise to keep His records. As a tree is cut back, that it may
gain new strength and beauty, seo I was confident that at lonrg last
God's gloriocus truths, as recorded within the Baha'il Sacred
Writings, would eventually take root and bring forth beautiful
flowers and fruits within the city of Jacksonville, Florida.

It had to be so for God is always victorious,
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Answering telephone call on July 30th I was surprised to
hear Mrs. Mamie McAbee McClinton's voice, She h=d returned from
Augusta, Ga, the previous day and intended to remain, hoping the
Florida climate would be more beneficial, but she was far from
well and did not improve, She was taken to hospital in November
and, although suffering great pain, told me on the 19tk that she
was holding fast to Baha'u'llah, She passed away the following
morning, Sunday, November 20th, OCro® agaln Jacksonville dropped
down to one 1solated believer,

Just before leaving St, Augustine in November, after a
visit with my sincere Baha'l friend, Miss C. Mae Thitchener,
she said = "If you will go back into your room you will find
'something which I hope you will be as happy to take home with
you as I am to give it to you,"

My heart skipped a beat when I found it - something I had
frequently seen and admired hanging in Dr. Guy's home - a paint-
ing of the fortress prison of Akka where our Beloved,Eaha'u'llah,
was imprisoned for over two years, painted by Marion Elizabeth
Jack who,as before mentioned, at one time had a studio in St.
Augustine and who, in 1908, was at Akka as English instructor
for the children of the Holy household,

The painting shows some greenery and palms, the artist's
desire to beautify the spoet, but when Baha'u'llah was sent
there it was forlorn and desolate, To that prison the government
sent 1ts worst criminals because it was an acknowledged fact that
rarely did they survive a year. A common say was that even a bird
could not fly over Akka and live, so unhealthy was the atmosphere.
To the fortress prison of Akka was Baha'u'llah sent, with the
expectation that He, also,would die within a year, but such was
not God's plan, Baha'u'llah survived,

When account of 111 health Mrs, Guy moved from St.Augustine
to live with one of their sons, in Maine, she gave the picture to
Mae, Mase gave it to me because, I feel sure, she knew I loved
Beha'u'llah enough to treasure it = a dally reminder of Him. So
when T pass on to God's Spirit World I, in turn, shall pass that
picture on to the future generations of Jacksonville Baha'ls; and
when you find 1t hanging upon my wall, even though faded with
ag®, know that 1t was one of my cholcest pessessions. And as you
pause to meditate upon Baha'u'llah's forty long years of
banishments, imprisonments, sufferings and tortures, may it
bring you closer to Him and to the realization of His great love
for humanity; and yet that love may never reach us, The reason
i1s found within the Hidden Words, Only as we send to Him love and
more love, will 1t bring Him very near to us, We nmust PROVE
our love for Him through deeds,
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Nothing of great importance to report. Whenever callers
came, a "fireside" developed, furnishing btooks for those who
would read.

Whenever phone call was made or recelved, some Baha'l
truth was included.

Thus we carried on during 1967,

1968

October 1lst, 1968, was a very important day,., . On that day
the city of Jacksonville, Florida, located in the Countyof
Duval, and practically all the rest of Duval County, became
consolidated into what was proudly declared "the Bold New
City of the South." - 4 city of 840 square miles ,with a popula=-
tion of over 500,000,

The consolidation also brought a.change in Baha'l
activities, Whereas heretofore there was a Jacksonville wity
and also g Duval County Bsha'l Group or community, we were now
one,to hereafter be known as the Jacksonville, Florida, Baha'ls,
We had a membership of only eight but we looked forward to our
official Baha'l election date, April 21, 1969, hoping at that
time to be able to qualify for the National Spiritual Assembly's
official recognition as a Local Spiritual Assembly.

A phone call Oct,., 8th from Mr. Reed Barrett advised of a
speclal meeting, their home, 4362 Gadsden Court, 2 PM Saturday,
Oct.12th. Refreshments were served 6:30 -7PM, then an open meet-
ing 8 PM, attended by 11 Baha'ls and 3 non-Eaha'ls, Our out-of-
city Baha'l guests were Mr. and Mrs. Robert A.Entzminger (Betty A)
and Dr. Leonard J. Hippchen; Dr.Hippchen our afternoom and
evening speaker, Mr. Entzminger alse extending greetings,

VMrs, Lucille Barrett phoned Nov,10th, telling of a study
class being formed, to be held weekly 11 AM to 2, each to bring
sandwich for noontime lunch, 1i1f desired, hostess furnishing
coffee or tea, On Nov.l4th the first session of the study
class was held, 7 Baha'ls attending, one absent, detained by werk,
Subject - Adminilstration.
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On December 19th gll were invited to the Barrett home
to welcome Dr, Pirooz Khorvash, a Persian Baha'l to be stationed
at a Jacksonville Hospital for about one year, During the
evening he raceived phone that his wife's plane from New York
City was due in atout 20 minutes and thus ended the party- the
Doctor's face beaming with hpppiness as he rushed off to meet her,

From Consolidation date to year's end study classes
were continued and all Feasts observed, _

A particularly festive occasion was the December 12th
Feast, enjoyed as guests of Mrs. Joh Gainey in her new

Mandarin home,
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It was en January 2nd that Mrs., Maria LaFont Klemmt pick-
ed me up for a ride to home of Mrs, Clarise Stephens, and there
we met Dr. and Mrs, Khorvash (Pirooz and Nayirih), their 4-1/2
year old son, and the Doctor's brother, a college student from
California who was visiting them for a few days, three very
sincere Perslan Raha'ls,

After our February 7th Feast, observed at the Barrett
home, a speclal party was enjoyed honoring the Doctor's wife-
Nayirinh, '

Special meeting, Baha'ls only, also at the RBarrett home,
on Banday, Feb.lOth,our guest Allah Kull Kan Kalantar, For the
open meeting the following evening a large 3$52.92 ad was placed
in the Times-Union newspaper which brought unexpected results -
four young people, strangers, with inquiring minds,,among them
two High School boys.

To that meeting also came Mrs. Ludi M. Spears, a Galnesville,
Fla,, Raha'l, with 4 Baha'l youths, The non-Baha'ls and the
Baha'is listened intently to Mr., Kalantar's talk, then several
questions were asked and explanations given, After refreshments,
served by the Barretts, Mr . Kalantar rode with Mrs, Spears to
Galnesville,where he was scheduled to meet with a Youth group
8 o'clock the following morning.

Eleven Baha'ls enjoyed the March 2nd Feast,

Thinking more benefit might be obtained from our study
clgsses if from 10AM to 12 noon, with no break taken after first
hour, the March S5th class began on new schedule, those wishing
to do so still bringing sandwich for a friendly get-together
lJunch gt noon.

March 20th was a date of note for St., Augustine - thelr
first Beha'l marriage. At 7 -o'clock of that evening in the
coquina walled garden of one of the late 17th Century houses,
under light from wrought iron chandeliers hanging from the trees
and the moon shining from above, Jeanne Frankel ( a Connecticut
Baha'l) was married to Jack Benjamin Cook, a non- Baha'l,

First there was a civil ceremony, performed by Judge Weinberg
Later, after hearing bride and groom repeating the Baha'l words -
"We will all verify abide by the will of God"™ then, 1n the
twilight, came the chanting of the Baha'l Wedding Tablet 1in
Persian by Dr, Khorvash of Jacksonville,

To the Naw-Riz Feast ,March 2l1ast, came 7 non-Baha'ls,
including for the first time 2 young girls- High School
students, We trust history will prove that 1969 was the
turning point in attracting Youths,

It was on Saturday, April 5th, that Mr., and Mrs. Lindsey



95

1969

(Raymond and Estelle) came to Jacksonville to review with us
Instructions on procedure requirements for holding local
elections, and duties of a Local Spiritual Assembly., It was a
subject close to our hearts for long had Duval County and

the city of Jacksonville been listed only as Groups, and we were
looking forward to our election when we could once more send in
to the NSA the glad tidings of our Assembly status, Nine be-
lievers wers able to attend. Meeting lasted from 2 to 9:30 P,
interspersed with a delicious repast at 6:30: then the following
morning (Sunday) we again met from 18 -to- 1, thereby complet=-
ing study progranm, -

To a meeting called for Sunday evening, April 20th, in
order to elect our Assembly members, came Dr. Leonard J.Hippchen
from Florida State University, He congratulated us on Assembly
status gttalnment and presented us with 2 portfolios, gifts
from the National Spiritual Assembly, one pertalning to latest
procedures to be followed by Assembly Secretariles, the other by
Assembly Treasurers, On that election date our total listed
Baha'ls were elewen (1ll); the ones with # before names indicate
those elected to serve as members of the Local Spiritual Assembly.

J. Reed Bgrrett,Jr,
Incille L. Barrett -Mrs,
Loulse Fender =Mrs,
Joh Gainey - Mrs,

Willie A. Hodge

Maria LaFont Kemmt - Mrs,
.Dr, Pirooz XKhorvash

Mrs, Nayirih Khorvash
Eloise Mitchell (transfer from Hollywood,Fla.)
Clarise Stephens - Mrs,
Kathryn L. Vernon

de e e 4 % ok % 0 kK ol 3k

A meetling was then called for Friday, thé 25th, to appoint
the special dutles for each Assembly member and I am happy to be
able to report that Mrs, Luclille Rarrett, who had so faithfully
served as Secretary for the Duval County Community for the past
sixteen years, since transferring from Georgla in 1953, was our
appointed Secretary of the new Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'ls
of Jacksonville, Florida, and I, Kathryn L. Vernon, gfter
thirty-seven years, was privileged to lay aside my secretarial pen,

For me that did not mean to simply sit still and grow old
for I had had a dream - a wonderful dream for the city of
Jacksonville, Florida - a Baha'l membership of one thousand (1,000)
and then, when the first one thousand reached, why not dream
again?

~
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I spoke of thls dream to several, The only response I
recelved was a - "Oh y-e«s 2?2 "

There 1s only one God, we are all His children. He wants
us all to know Him and to love Him, Surely, in a city of over
500,C00 the goal 1s not too high for a starter,

The Lord, long ago, spoke unto Jeremiah, saying - "I am
the Lord, the God of all flesh; 1s there any thing too hard
for me?® (Jer,32:27 )

Baha'u'llah has said, "Verily, We behold you from the
realm of glory, and shall aild whosoever will arise for the
triumph of Our Cause with the hosts of the Concourse on high
and a company of Our favored angels,"

Our loved Master Abdu'l Baha told us = "As ye have
faith, so shall your powers and blessings be, "

When our hearts are fllled to overflowing with love,as
was Nabll's when he prayed; "Oh my God, amid my want and
suffering, I tell of Thy hidden treasures, Withhold not Thy
Grace snd aid me to bring forth deeds worthy of Thy Day," then,
as promised, will help from the Supreme Concourse come to us;
we shall be able to continue to press forward and that dream
shall come true, the fulfillment of which will bring blessings
not only to the Bsha'l believers but glso to the city of
Jacksonville, Florida,

3 3 3¢ 3¢ 3t 3t 3¢ 3¢ 3¢

This 1s just a little report that future generations
may know how Baha'u'llah's Garden in Jacksonville, Florids,
was started -« away back in 1919 - and of the loving care
given to 1t by our teachers in those early days, Future
reports, from county and city consolidation, belong to the
officilal filles of the Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'ls of
Jacksonville, Florida.

Looking back over the past I can truthfully record that
my greatest gift ever recelved was when Baha'u'llah permitted
me to enter into His Garden, and I am exceedingly grateful for
the many blessings He has bestowed upon me all along the way,
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I quote here from a letter received many years ago from
Dr. Guy, because his words still hold a truth:

"Tell them all (Jacksonville Baha'il be-
lievers) from me that if the Radiance of the Beloved
does not shine in their hearts, all their words,
deeds, plans and aspirations shall come to naught.,"

My sincere love goes to all working in this, Raha'u'llah's
Jacksonville Garden,

Hold fast to your love and your faith, and then the
VICTORY will be HI3,

Kathryn Louisa Vernon
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