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How truly fitting, then, that this auspicious Conference have
its venue in the city of Bahia, singled out for special mention by
'Abdu‘l-Bah& in His Tablets of the Divine Plan. And how timely it
is at this crucial pcint in the Five Year Plan that the friends
gathered in Bahia from many lands prayerfully consider, and arise
to prosecute expeditiously all measures aimed at achieving glorious
victory in all goals of the Plan.

Noteworthy progress has been achieved in many fields of servi-
ce throughout the South American Baha'i community, particularly in
attracting to the Cause large numbers of its indigenous peoples.
But myriads of pure-hearted souls have not yet heard the clarion
call of Baha'u'llah and hungrily await the spiritual nourishment
that only His followers can give them.

Steps must be taken to attract members of every stratum of so-
ciety to the divine circle of the Faith through effective proclama-
tion and teaching. Greater utilization of radio broadcasts is neces
sary, not only to reach all levels of society but also to deepen the
believers themselves. The valuable and dynamic services of Baha'i
youth must be multiplied in the fields of pioneering and travel tea-
ching. A far wider dissemination of Baha'il literature must be accom
panied by a continuous programme of translation of the Sacred Text
into the major indigenous languages of the continent.

The continental goals for South America of 8,670 centres and
2,293 Local Spiritual Assemblies must be won, and may even be surpas
sed, for every country must achieve the goals assigned to it. This
call for the dedicated effort of every National Spiritual Assembly,
every Local Spiritual Assembly and indeed every believer. All the
divinely ordained instruments of the Administrative Order of Bah&‘
u'llah must now unite in executing a symphony of victory in all the
unfinished goals of the Five Year Plan, winning thereby the goal
pPleasure of the Blessed Beauty.

Beloved friends, go forward with complete assurance that a con
tinent so rich in spiritual promise, so diverse in its peoples and™
races, so fertile for the planting of the seeds of Bahd'u'lléh's
Faith will yield a brilliant harvest for all who labour in that Di=-
vine Vineyard.

It is our fervent loving prayer at the Sacred Threshold that
Baha'u‘'llah's bountiful confirmations and richest blessingz wmay be
showered upon you.

THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE

0%
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THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE
BAHA'I WORLD CENTRE

January 1977

To the Followers of Baha'u'llah gathered at the
International Teaching Conference in Bahia, Brazil

Dearly-loved Friends,

With joyous hearts we hail the convocation of this first of
the twin Latin-American Conferences closing the series of eight
International Baha'i Conferences held during the midway period
of the Five Year Plan, ;

The ringing call of Baha'u'llah in His Mosti Holy Book to the
Rulers of America and the Presidents of the Repuplice therein was
followed after an interval of more than four decades by the reve-
lation of 'Abdu'l-Baha's Tablets of the Divine Plan in which the
beloved Master stressed the importance of the Republics of the
South American Continent.

The first believer to respond to 'Abdu'l-Baha‘'s divine call
was that star-servant of the Cause of Baha'u'llah, valiant, indo-
mitable Martha Root, who in 1919 visited many important cities in
South America. Two years later Leonora Holsapple Armstrong, mo -
ther of the Bahad'is of Brazil, settled in Bahia. The teaching
work in the continent progressed steadily to the point where,; in
1937, the beloved Guardian launched his first Seven Year Plan
paving the way for the raising in subsequent Plans of the institu
tions of Baha'u'llah's Administrative Order in every one of its
republics and in its islands. It was in the course of that first
Seven Year Plan that 'Abdu’'l-Baha‘'s beloved handmaid, May Maxwell,
in 1940 won a martyr's crown when she laid down her life in Argen
tina, thereby adding further lustre tc the spiritual history of
South America.
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Brazil

To the Maldservant of God, Leonora Stirling Holsapple Unto her be the
Glory of God, the Most Glerious!

\ He Is the Most Glorious.
O thou Herald of the Kingdom,

Thy letter was received Do thou thank God that thou hast
lllumined thy vision snd art giving light to the sight of others too, that
thou hast drunk from the overflowing globet of the love of God and art also
glving to others to drink. Undoubtedly, in every meeting where this brimming
chalice Is passed round exhilaxation and jov are genersted. Now, prilse be
to God that, with this divine wine, thou hast Intcxicated thy fellow-members
of the Assembly. This heavenly gathering will grow day by dl{. the
Intoxicated friends wiil increase in rapture and ecstasy, will break Into
songs and harmonies, and will ralse such s melody as will reach the
Supreme Concourse and rejolce and exhilarate the Holy Ones.

Convey on my behalf a heavenly message and the &Iad tidings of
divine blessins to Alda Eines, Elisie Papa, Mr. and Mrs. Guido Gnoechl,
Annie Hawes, Esther Maclane snd Isham, and tell them that entcﬂ“m
Into this divine Cause Is accompanied by everlasting honour and
Sovereignty. '

Upon thés and upon them be the Abhd Glory.
(signed) Abdu'l-Behi Abbas

,uﬂ. l' |92|
Behji, st the Hely Tomb of the Blessed Besuty.
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Conferéncia Internacional Baha'i de Ensino
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AFP 145
PARIS: 7000 CONGRESSISTES BAHA’IS... DEUX

POUR ELARGIR LEUR AIDIENCE, LES BAHA’IS, DOMT LE MISSIONARIAT

EST UNIQUEMENT BENEVOLE, ONT ETABL1 AU DEBUT DE 1974 UN PLAN
CUINGUENNAL D*EXPANSION DONT LE CONGRES DE PARIS A ETUDIE LES
PREMIERS RESULTATS. IL EST APPARU QUE L’ IMPLANTATION BAHA'’IE
N?EST PAS AUSSI GRANDE CUE NE L’ESPERAIENT SES PLANIFICATEURS
EN EUROPE NOTAMMENT, EN FRANCE PAR EXEMPLE, OU 1LS VEULENT ETRE
REPRESENTES *’DANS CHAGUE DEPARTEMENT®’, LES BAHA’1S NE SONT
ENCORE QU'UN MILLIER, REPARTIS DANS cent CINGQUANTE VILLES oV
VILLAGES,

DANS UNE LETTRE DEFINISSANT LES OBJECTIFS DU CONGRES‘5 LA
**MAISON UN{VERSELLE DE JUSTICE'® - SORTE DE CONSE!L SUPREME
DE LA FOI BAMA? |E ~ AFFIRMAITy **LE BUT DE LA CONFERENCE EST
D' INSPIRER AUX AM|S DE L*ENTHOUSIASME POUR L'ACCOMPLISSEMENT -
AUSS| RAPIDE QUE- POSSIBLE DU PLAN.,.*". 379 JEUNES °*°*PIONNIERS
ONT ENTENDU CET APPEL CETTE SEMAINE A PARIS, ET SE SONY
INSCRITS POUR ALLER TRAVAILLER DANS LES REGIONS HU MONDE OU LEUR
CROYANCE EST LA PLUS MECONNUE,
AFP/PP 2024
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AFP 1&y

7000 CONGRESSISTES BAHA®1S ONT REAFFIRME A PARIS LEUR ATTACHEMENT
A L’UNITE DU GENRE HUMAIN

PARIS, 6 AOUT (AFP)-

SEPT MILLE BAHA? IS ONT REAFFIRME LEUR ATTACHEMENT A CE QUI
CONSTITUE L’ESSENTIEL DE LEUR CROYANCE L’UNI(TE DE DIEU, DE LA RELI-
GION, DU GENRE HUMAIN DURANT LES TROIS JOURS DE LEUR CONGRES INTER~-
NATIONAL EXTRAORD(NAIRE QUI S*ACHEVAIT VENDREDI SOIR A PARIS.

VENUS DE PLUS DE CINQUANTE PAYS, LES REPRESENTANTS DE CE
MOUVEMENT RELIGIEUX MONDIALISTE, APOLITIQUE ET PACIFISTE, ONT
EGALEMENT DRESSE LE BILAN, PHILOSOPHIQUE ET PRATIQUE,

DE LEUR ACTION,

MME RUNIYY]H RABANNI, PLUS HAUTE.DIGNITAIRE DE LA FO! BAHA’(E
ET PRESIDENTE DU CONGRES, AVAIT SOULIGNE JEUD! SOIR AU COURS
D*UNE CONFERENCE DE PRESSE QUE, POUR LES BAHA’IS, SEULE *’L’UNITE
PLANETAIRE’® PEUT ASSURER LA PAIX MONDIALE. ** MAIS, A-T-ELLE
DIT, L’UNITE SOUHAITEE PAR LES BAHA' IS N'EST PAS L’UNITE DANS LA
ONFORMITE IMPOSEE PAR CEUX QUI VEULENT QUE TOUT LE MONDE PENSE
COMME EUX, MAIS L'UNITE DANS LA DIVERSITE RESPECTUEUSE DES
PART | CULAR 1SMES NATIONAUX ET LOCAUX'’,

CONSCIENTS DE "?L’ INJUSTICE QUI REGNE DANS LE MONDE’*, LES
BAHA' IS, A AFFIRME MME RABBAN|, N’'ACCEPTENT CEPENDANT PAS
LA REVOLTE, NI LA SUBVERSION FOUR Y REMEDIER. ’’NOUS PENSONS QUE
NOS VOIES SONT MEILLEURES POUR ARRIVER A LA JUSTICE: EN SEMANT
LA REVOLUTION ON RECOLTE LA REVOLUTION, EN SEMANT LA PAIX
ON RECOLTE LA PAIX®®
SUIVRA. ..

AFP/PP 20 29
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the land bridge connecting the two continents of the Western Hemisphere.
and carried the heal.ng Message of Bah&'u’'lléh to the Spanish-American
RMepublics. Their dedicated efforts were rewarded when, in 1938, the
first Local Spiritual Assembly in Latin America was formed in Mexicc
City. This initial triumph at the inception of the first of the
teaching plans formulated by Shoghi Effendi spearheaded other victories
leading to the formation of two, then of four Regional Spiritual
Assemblies and ultimately to the establishment of National Spiritual
Agsemblies in each of the republics of Latin America and in the islands
of the Caribbean.

Praiseworthy indeed were these achievements but the Bah&'i communi-
ties of Central America and the West Indies must not be content to rest
on these laurels. The beloved Guardian during the last months of his
precious life continnally urged the friends of Latin America to pursue
what he described as "the paramount task", the teaching work. How
ruch more does that injunction apply today! 1In less than thirty months,
approximately 900 groups and isolated centres and over 400 Local
Spiritual Assemblies must be added to those already existing in the
mainland and island nations of Middle America!

To accomplish this challenging task, intensive effort to attract
new believers, be they black, brown, red or white, from all strata of
society, must be exerted. Hand in hand with this endeavour, parti-
cularly in local conmunities, goes the development of the distinctive
character of Bah4'f life. Prompt attention must also be given to the
acquisition of Local Haziratu'l-Quds and Endowments; and the transla-
tion and publicatior of Bah&'i literature, especially in indigenous
languages, must be accelerated.

Dear friends, if at the close of the Five Year Plan we are to
witness the ensigns of victory lifted high, the wholehearted support
of the followers of Bah&'u'llfh must be enlisted now and their energies
systematically channeled into areas most in need. We cherish the hope
that at this final Conference the friends will arise with enthusiasm
and determination not only to win the remaining goals of the Plan but
to carry out Shoghi Effendi's injunction to win the allegiance of
members of the various tribes of American Indians to the Cause, thereby
hastening the period prophesied by the Master when the Indian peoples
of America would become a source of spiritual illumination to the
world.

Our hearts, our hopes and our prayers will be with you during ail

the days of your deiliberations. May Bah&'u'll&h inspire each and
every one of you.

The Universal House of Justice

(signature)
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TRE UNIVERSAL, HOUSE OF JUSTICR
BAHA'Y WORLD CENTRE

February 1977

To the Foliowers of Bah&'u'll&h gathered at the
International Teaching Conference in Mérida, Maxico-

With joyour hearts and eayer anticipation we send warmest greet-
ings to you the participants in the last of the «ight great Inter-
national Teaching Conferences marking the halfway point of the Five
Year Plan. -

The convening of this Conference in the Republic of Mexico, in
the capital city of a state that was once an important part of a
great Indian empire, provides & unique opportunity to initiate what
may well become the widespresad reawakening of a people whose ancestors
more than 1,200 years ago developed cne of the most brilliant pre-
Cclumbian civilizations known to modern man. These present-day
descendants, many of whom have already embraced the Faith of Bah&'u'll&h
and who consider the Yucat&n Peninsula and the seacoast lowlands and
rugged spine of mountains joining North and Soutl America to be
their homeland, are among the very people mentioried by 'Abdu'l-Bah&
in His Tablets of the Divine Plan as having a great destiny once they
have accepted His Father's Cause. Here too, and throughout Middle
America, are choze whose forefathers cazme from the Ikerian Peninsula,
Africa and the Far East linking the 0ld with the New World.

Conscious of 'Abdu'l-Bahf's impassioned plea to promulgate the

oneness of mankind to a spiritually impoverished humanity, a handful
of itinerant Bah&'! teachers set forth four decades ago, traversed

Yo
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