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“Proclaim. unto the children of "assurance that
within the realms of holiness...a new garden hath
appeared, round which circle the denizens of the
realm on high and the imimortal dwellers of the
exalted paradise. Strive, then, that ye may attain
that station, that ye may unravel the mysteries of
love from its wind-flowers and learn the secret of
divine and consummate wisdom from its eternal

fruits.” | '
—BAHA’U'LLAH




“The New Garden” is dedicated to the awakening
masses of India, as a token of my gratitude for all
. the good lessons of devotion, sincerity and love

that I have learnt from them.
'—HoF .
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~ GOD AND HIS RELIGION




AN

farm ?

The Purpbs‘e of O'ur Live#

Have you ever compared a jungle witha farm? In
the jungle the trees grow wild ; there are thick shrubs and
untamed creepers. The farm has geometrical borders,
tilled earth, network of canals and streams—a patch of
corn here, a field of sugarcane there.

What is the difference between the wild jungle and the

In the farm you can see order in everything while in
the jungle there is no order. In the farm things have been
cared for and tended to, while in the jungle everything
grows haphazardly and without order.

Where there is order there is a purpose.

_We do not make field for nothing. We do not dig -
canals and wells for no reason, We have a purpose in
doing all this. If there was no purpose in doing so, we
would have left the field to the rains, the winds and sun.
We would have abandoned it to grow into a Jungle with all
its wild life.

The field has order. The field has a purpose.

Look at the Creatlon as a whole. Do you not see
perfect order in ‘everything ? Look at the moon, how it
comes and how it goes ! Next month the crescent of the
new moon will once more glitter in the sky like a golden
dagger. Wait for 14 more days and watch the full moon
rise in all its beauty like a silver shield. You can count
the days of the moon because it comes and goes according
to an order. = Look at the sun, the change of the seasons,
the birth of a child, the growth of a field. Everywhere
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there is order and therefore there is a purpose behind all
these things. Theyv cannot be without a reason.

‘What is the purpose of our creatlon ? To know God
our Creator, and to worship Him.

 If we know Him, the purposs of our lives is fulﬁiled.
The purpose of a lamp is to give light. The purpose of a
* flute is to give out melodious notes. We must know God
if the purpose of our lives has to be fulfilled.” If we do
not know Hlm, we are like unlit lamps, silent flutes.

Baha’u’llah, the great Manifestation of God for this
age, reveals a prayer, saying :

“I bear witness, O my God, that Thou hast created
me to know Thee and to worship Thee. I testify,
at this moment, to my powerlessness and to Thy
might, to my poverty and to Thy wealth.

““There is none other God but Thee, the help in
Peril, the Self-Subsisting.” :

Baha’u’llah has asked s to recite this prayer at noon
every day lest we forget why we have been created Let
us be melodious flutes, vibrant with the pralse of God.
Let us not be silent flutes !

How To Know God

Our life on earth is chiefly dependent on the sun. It
gives us light and life. If for a second the blessing of the
sun were withdrawn from us; everything would die on the
face of the earth. However, it is impossible for us to get
very close to the sun, impossible to go directly to it. If
we do so, the sun, the same source of light and life, will
burn us away. We are too weak to bear the direct heat
and light of the powerful sun. But the sun gives its energy,
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heat, light and life to us through the medium of its rays.
The rays of the sun connect us to the sun.

God, the Almighty, the Creator, the Ommpotent is
immeasurably greater than what we can imagine. He is the
“Unknowable Essence”. How can we reach Him through
our own efforts ? We will get burnt by trying to get too
near to the sun. How can we then ever hope to be able
to reach God, the Creator of all things—the All-Glorious,
the Most High ? We cannot go to Him but He can reach
out to us. The sun sends its energies to us through its
rays. God’s guidance and glory come to us through His
Manifestations like Krishna, Christ, Muhammad -and
Baha’v’llah. The Manifestations of God are the on]y
means which can take us to Him. Had it not besi for
Them, our world would have remained dark and our lives
would havb been dead indeed.

If we recognize the Manifestations of God, we have
- recognized God. If we deny Them, we have denied God.

Baha’u’llah, the Mamfestatlon of God, for our age,
tells us :

“The door of the knowledge of the Auncient Being
hath ever been, and will continue for ever to be,
closed in the face of men. No man’s understanding
shall ever gain access unto His holy court. Asa
token of His mercy, however, and as a proof of
His loving-kindness, He hath manifested unto men
the Day Stars of His divine guidance, the Symbols
to His divine unity, and hath ordained the know-
ledge of these sanctified Beings to be identical with
the knowledge of His own Self. Whoso recognizeth
them hath recognized God. Whoso hearkeneth to

their call, hath hearkened to the voice of  God, and
whoso testifieth to the fruth of their Revelation,
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hath testified to the truth of God Himself. Whoso

disbelieveth in them, hath disbelieved in God.
Every one of them is the Way of God, connecteth

this world with the realms above, and the Standard
of His Truth unto every ome in the kingdoms of
earth and heaven. They are the Manifestations of
God amidst men, the evidences of His Truth, and
the signs of His Glory.”

The Love Of God

The knowledge of the Manifestations of God creates
the love of God in our hearts. The love of God is the
source of everlasting happiness. Love is the cause of our
creation, as Baha'u’llah says : S

“O Son of Man ! Veiled in My immemorial being

. and in the ancient eternity of My essence, I knew
My love of thee ; therefore I created thee, have

- ‘engraved on thee Mine image and revealed to thee

My beauty,”

God loved us and created us. Because God has loved
and will always continue to love us, He will never leave
us alone in our helplessness. He manifests Himself to us
from time to time. Abdu’l-Baha says :

“Consider to what extent the love of God makes
itself manifest. Among the signs of His love which
appear in the world are the dawning-points of His
Manifestations. What an infinite degree of love
is reflected by the divine Manifestations towards
mankind ! For the sake of guiding the people they
have willingly forfeited their lives to resuscitate
human hearts. They have accepted the cross. To
enable human souls to attain the supreme degree
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of advaneement they have suffered during -their
"~ limited years extreme ordeals and drﬂicultres.....:. '

“Observe how rarely human souls sacnﬁce then', S
pleasure or comfort for others ; how improbable
. that a man- would oﬂ‘er his eye or suffer himself to -
be dismembered. for. the benefit of another. Yet -
. all the d:vme Mamfestatrons suffered, offered their- 4
= lives: and blood, sacnﬁced therr exxstenee, comfort. ..
 and all they possessed for the sake of ‘mankind.
. Therefore consider how much they love ‘Were it .
not for their - ﬂlummatlon, human souls would not -
be radiant. How eﬂ'ectrve is therr love Tlns isa -
~ .sign of the love of God a ray of the Sunof-..
: Reahty B e : RS R

'God loves us He wants us to love Hrm too. .

“O Son of the Wondrous Vrsron,’f says Baha u’llab
“I have breathed within thee a breath “of My own
Spirit, ‘that thou ‘mayest’ be My. lover -~ Why: hast.
- thou forsaken Me and sought a beloved other than, g
: ..-Me?”- :

: “To be God’s lover ! That is -the sole object of life for
a Baha'i. To have ‘God as his closést’ ‘companion and
"~ ‘most mtrmate fnend, hls Peerless. Beloved -in ‘Whose

.Presenee rs fulness of joy! And to love God means tolove

everythlng and everybody, for - all are of God. - The real -
Baha’i will be the perfect’ lover. . “He: will - Jove -everyone
"with a pure heart fervently He wﬁl hate no one, ' :He

will deSplse no one, for he will have- learnt to see. the faee" .

‘of the Beloved in. «every face, - and to ﬁnd "His traces every-
where. Hrs love wrll know no lnmt of sect, natlon, cldss
or race,”* ' : .

*Baha’u'lla_h & the New Era,.



6 .

The loye of man for man will be eaay if the' love of
God is. in our hearts. In the words of Abdu’]-Baha

“The love which exists between the ‘hearts. of behevers is

; prompted by the ideal ‘of the unity of spirits. - This love is

attained through the knowledge of God, $o that men see

~ the Divine" love reflected in the hearts Each sees in the
L othei the beauty of God reﬂected i’ the soul,” and, ‘finding

this pomt of sm11ar1ty, they are ‘attracted to one another

| in lbve Tlns iove will make all men the waves of one sea.

This’ love will make them all the stars of one heaven and
the frults of one tree. 'I‘Ins Tove will bnng the’ reahzauon |
of true accord the foundatton of real umty »o

emember the Ca.ll of God

“O son of Bemg! Love Me, that I ‘may love thee
If thou lovest. Me- not, My love can in no; mse
reach thee. ‘Know th1s,Oservan mote

| Oneness Of Relzgwn

When.we are Baha’ls, we beheve in a11 the rehgxons of

. the past as ‘divine in origin. We do not change our religion

to become Baha'is because we believe that God has on]y

-One; rehglon whmh comes:to us from time to. time. ' By
raccepting the.. religion of all ages we have made our: behef '
in God more perfect. -We have not in fact changed it. 2
-seed grows into roots, then puts forth a stem and leaves,
.flowers and fruit. -The tree is the same tree. all the time, It
* .does'not change. .It-only ETOWS. The' sun is the same sun
-though it dawns from different honzons The people of the
".world through blind imitations and 1gnorance worship the
.dawning place from which their ancestors saw the Sun: of
-God’s Maunifestation. If the same Sun rises from a differ-

ent dawning-point, they ignore it and become hewﬂdered
But when we look at the Sun we recognize it as the same
Sun that has shone before from other horizons.

—
~
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Baha is believe that all the Prophets of the past are
equal in, rank and purpose. They are all divine Gardeners
helpmg the growth of the blessed Tree of God Therefore,
when. we are Baha’xs we are umted m one common
Falth | : : :

:-Baha‘u’llah wntes ¢

.“Cons1der the sun. _Were 1t to say now, .‘I am the oo
:sun of yesterday,” it would speak_the trath, " ‘And
should it, bearing the sequence. of time in - mmd o
_'clalm to be other than that sun, it still would speak
the truth. In like manner, if it be satd that all'the
'days are but one and the . same, it'is .correct and -
And if it. be said, wrth respect to then' pa,m-
| 'cular names and deslgnatrons, ‘that they drtfer that
'agam is trué.. Fpr ‘though’ they are the. same, yet
~ one doth recognize. in each a separate: desigtiation,
a spec1ﬁc attribute, a ‘ partlcular character. Con-
ceive accordingly the dtstmctlon, '‘variation), ‘and -
unity . characteristic_of. various’ Mamfestatlons of
fholmess, that thou mayest comprehend the alluslons 3
‘made by the Creator of -all names and attributes
_ tothe mysterres of ‘distinction "and umty, and dis-"
' cover the ‘answer to thy questlon as to why that

. everlasting beauty should have, at, the sundry times, .

called Hlmself by dlﬁ‘erent names and t1tles.”-v o

.Agam, Baha u’llah assured us that there 1s no dtstmc-' -
tion and dxﬁ'erence hetween the dlﬁ'erent Mamfestatlons of

A.God Theu' names may ‘be dtﬂ'erent but they represent the |

same Truth are_ seated upon the same Throne ‘and enjoy
the same nearness to God He mv1tes us to beheve in all
of them, when He says

~ “Beware, O behevers in’" the Umty of God lest ye
be tempted to make any d1st1nct1on between any
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of the Mamfestatlons of His Cause, or to discri-
‘minate against the signs that have accompanied
~and proclalmed their Revelation. ‘This mdeed is
the true meaning of Divine Unity, if ye be of them '
that apprehend and believe this truth. Be ye
assured, moreover, that the works and acts of
each and every one of these Mamfestauons of
'God, nay whatever pertaineth unto them, and'
whatsoever they may manifest in the future, are
all ordained by God, and are a reflection of His
- Will and Purpose. Whoso maketh the shghtest
poss1b1e difference between their persons, -‘their
'words, their messages, their acts and manners,
“hath indeed d1sbeheved in God hath repudlated |

His ° signs, and betrayed the Cause of Hxs
Messengers >

| ReljigiOn 'Repeats Iiself

There are different se..sons in every year. First comes
spring with all its beauty, then summer and the season of
harvest and abundance. After a while wmter sets in and
nature is stripped of its abundance and glory. But the end
of each. winter is the beginning. of another spnng tlme, to
be followed agam by the harvest season. - |

Every day the morning sun rises gradually unt1l it
reaches its zenith, then gradually goes down agam until it
sets. As the sun dlsappears from the face of the earth,
everything is wrapped in darkhess But when all the candles
and lamps of the world fail to dispel the darkness, the sun
rises again—the same beautiful, the same glorious sun

‘This is exactly what happens with great religions.

‘When the Sun of Reality rises, a New Day of glory sets
in. Everywhere there is light. Everybody is happy for the
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age of darkness has gone. A New Day begms and gradually o

draws ' to its end. There comes a time in every religion

when Truth is verled by the appearance “of ‘man-made

teachmgs The more man fdrgete the teachmgs of God, the

darker becomes his’ spmtual life. ‘When man introduces.
his own teachmgs and’ mterprets religion to suit his selfish
motrves, the age’ “of darkness pervades the world The only .
sources of hght for us in Such a dark mght are the few.

saints and sages’ Who aré like the small earthen Iamips and

candles whrch burn after the sun ‘has set.” These small -

. lights ‘also burn out one after another and the ‘world falls

into thé deep slumber of mnorance Thxs is the time when'
S the Sun of’ Truth shmes forth once again "In the past the
Sur of Truth ‘has shoné. through Krish . ‘Buddha, Christ,

' Muhammad dnd Sthers. In this dark age, the Sun of Truth

~ shines once more through Baha'u’llah, the Glory of God.
Let us not be satisfied with our earthen lamps and vamshf '
ing. candles. The: Sua is shrmng. Wake uprs !,,Wake up !

- 'Baha u’llah proclalms

. .“Verlly Lsay, thls 1s the Day mWhl"h mankmd N
' can-behold the Face, and ‘hear the, Voice.. of the’ ,

- ?.Promrsed One. -Fhe Call, ofGodhath been., rarsed;,;,"_.f
~gnd the. hght of His countenance hath been lifted.

wp upon men. It behoveth every. rnan to blot out

" thetrace of every idle ‘word from the tablet of his

- heart; and' to gaze,-with an open and unbjased -

s mind, on; the signs -of - His . Revelatron, the proofs_, N
of His Mission, and the token of his glory.” .

Progresswe Rehgtons

Abdu’l-Baha says.:

N “From the seed of reahty rehglon has grown mto
a tree which has put forth leaves and branches,
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. blossoms' and fruit. After a time -this tree has A
> " fallen into a ‘condition of decay.. The leaves and .
- "blossoms have withered and perished ; and tree has’

. "become stricken and fraitless. It is not reasonable
" that man should“hold ‘to - the old .tree, claiming -
~ that its . life forees are . undiminished,  its fruit .
'»unequalled 1ts exrstence eternal The xed of realrty.

o _must be sown agam m human hearts in order that,

a new free may grow therefrom and new. divine .
fruits refresh the ‘world. By thrs means the natrons -
and peoples now drvergent in rehglon will. be

'. brought into unity, nmtatrons will be forsaken and’

~a universal brothethpod in the realrty itself. will be
- established. Warfare and strife .will cease among
N ':mankrnd all will be. reconclled as servants of

- God... ¥ o

| Relxgnon isa spmtual school in whxeh mankmd receives
divine ‘teachings and progresses in bédy-and soul. The
founder of this school is God. The - children of men have
to pass to-ough this divine school if they seek progress
and happmess ‘In the begmmng, one has to go to the first
standard of a’ SChOOl and there the loving teacher starts -
with' alphabets and ‘elementaries. When, - through the care
and kindness of our 'teacher; our mind - is - ‘sufficiently
developed we aré sent to- the second standard where we
find another teacher basrng his teachings on what we
have already learnt in the prevrons standard, but adding
to them hew measures of knowledge. ‘Our mind and body
thus grow in -this school under the guidance of* our
teachers

Can we say that any of these teachers who teach in
different standards is better than the others? Can we
dislike the teacher of the second standard merely because
we happened to love our teacher in the first standard ?
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‘Can we say that what we were taught in the ﬁrst standard

was better than the lessons in the second standard ? Of

course not 1 These drﬁ'erent standards belong to the same
school They follow the same method of teachmg, but
our ages and capacrtres are dlﬁ'erent in each standard

- _When we - were six years old, . our capacrtres were very

little, so. the wise founder of the school advised the teacher

. of our standard to give us so much of knowledge as we

could then understand. What we were taught in that
standard ‘were the best lessons we could receive at that
partrcular age. If we were then given the lessons of the .

- third standard to begin with, we could never.make any

progress. _ The same is_true with rehgion God is One and

His mstrtutron of Relrgron is one It is we who have

drfferent capaemes in drﬁ'erent ages

Our drvme Teachers, the . Mamfestatrons of God are

_wrse teachers. .. All of . them have one purpose wh1ch is to
~ help -us progress in the ngdom of God But man “has
... been developmg down the ages. and hxs capacrtles have
._changed with' his growth - We must therefore see wis-
dom of this evolutronary law of progress which’ God has B
provided for us through His Manxfestatrons in drﬂ‘erent"
.ages. We must not allow ourselves to remain in one. .
~-standard | of this divine Instrtutron merely because we love -
the Teacher who has taught us in’ that standard. Thrs is
‘not true love whrch we have for qur ‘Teacher because if we
* remain in His class, He will be sad. He wants us. to g0

further and receive - mstructrons from tHe Teachers of the
next . standards too. - Thls does not mean that the know-'

ledge of ‘one Teacher is less than that of another. No. All
these. Teachem have the same degree of knowledge. All
of Them are. equally wise and rmportant Because They are
wise, They give us only as much knowledge as we require
at a certain time. But They assure us that when we have
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done our best and followed Their mstructrons, we wrll
have another Teacher who will help us along further
progress. Our next Teacher in'turn’ pralses “the’ effort and

,ablhty of the prev10us ‘Teacher who gave us knowledge In

the like manner ‘we see that all the Prophets of God have

pralsed the Mamfestatrons ‘who came before’ Them, and-

a have pronnsed further educatron through a Teacher who
.1s to come after them :

If any one of us stops hlS progress m the school of the
rehglon of God he wrll bea fallure, but 1f he heheves in

progress’ ‘and wrsdom of divine Mamfestatrons, he. will try
to’ quahfy hrmself in’ such a way asto be‘able to. receive a

greater ‘measure of knowledge from the drvme Teacher
who has brought the lessons for h1s age )

Baha’ ’llah has taught that the foundatton of all reli-
gions is one. ‘In-all the standards ‘of “school orie is- taught
‘to’ be honest; to ‘be truthful, to be ‘kind, ‘etc:’ These funda-
‘mental rules do not change: ‘when we ‘move into a ‘higher

standard Be it in the ﬁrst second or thn'd standard

'_these heavenly attnbutes are always pralsed They are
} 'eternal Truths, true in every age. These are the founda-

tions. But the foundatron alone is not enough Some-

'thlng must be built on this foundation’ whrch will* suit our
'needs in drﬂ'erent ages Thls is exactly ‘what the rehgrons

of God do.- On the same foundatron of truth wlnch is

N unchangeable, they develop knowledge ‘and’ capaclty of
‘man toa higher degree at every stage of his ‘growth. In
doing so they still base their rules on the foundatrons of

knowledge taught by "the previous Mamfestatlons of God
Just as the algebra taught in the. hlgher standards of a

school is based on the elementary anthmetrc rules we study y
in our childhood.
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Now we are living .in a new cycle of human power

. which means  we are now living in a new age and have

greater powers and capacities ‘than we have ever had
before. Thanks to the‘Manifesta"tioxis of the past we have
been prepared to receive a great measure ‘of the know-.

ledge of God through His Mouth-piece for this new age :

—Baha’u’llah. S o o

- Baha’u’ilah teaches us the Onene_ss_ of 'G'od, the ‘one-
pess of religion and the oneness of mankind. He has

~ praised all the Prophets of the past and h@ pointed out

to us how all of Them have given the glad-tidings that
in the fulness of time Their beloved Promised One will

come. The golden chain of 'prophethobd has been linked |

togéther through Baha'v’llah. Itisa beautiful story.
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| Knshna L At

Knshna was a Messenger of God. HIS Message was

the Message of Iove He wsstm in‘a prison: Thls was

- a-sign for us to- knowthatalfofusarebomm the
- prison of self, the. prison of this world. Krishna mira-
’culouslyescaped frompnson. jfweuy tobegood 1fwe

try to be godIy, we too, can escape from the lmson of self. .

.. Krishna, like anthe other Manifestations of God, was-
. confronted with' the. _forces of- sevilw: He.. fought agamst

evil and became vrctomous.: :No-matter how powerful evﬁ
.mlght be the powet of- tmth is always wctonons. B

Knshna became the kmg of Dwarka—whxch means

" the small Gate. Heé' was the, gate of the knowledge of

_ God Himself. His teachings" wereforthegood ofman
Butalas!manhasrqectsdthem. R

Knshna was sad that the people eould not undetstand |

I-hm He complained. that people did’ not beheve in Him
becauseHecame in: human: form. They had their own
fancies’ ahout God and-His. Manifestation. ' Theréfore,

- when - Knshna claimed ‘that: He - manifeStedGod ‘the

people rejected Hlm.;ThIS' is: what Knshna says in
.tthlta‘ o

“The deluded desplse Me clad in human body not
. knowing My higher nature as Lord - of all
. existence,” (Gxta, IX, H)

‘Even His beloved: dlsclpfe At’}una eould not nnder-' .
stand the Divine Power in Knshna "Arjuna could not -

| believe that the temple of man mlght become the seat of
‘the Dwme Being. They say that  Krishna ' had- to
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transfigure Himself into the Divine Fofm 50 iha.tkArjuna
could see His power and beljeve in Him.

This means that Krishna helped Arjuna to urider-
stand His spiritual majesty .and grandeur before Arjuna

~could find faith fn the Eord. Thé,,»lﬁiét’ile “of Kirukshgtra

v ¢ Yo

took a different tiirn. when Arjuna foof’up armsto "6béy;

You know that this battle was .the ‘batle . between
Good and Evil. The Kaurvas, the - cousins. of: the, '
Pandavas, started it. Arjina, the mighty one among the
Pandavas; was. - fed: by Kfishna. 14 fight *the - army’ of
Darkness. - -Krishna was-Arfuna’s chﬁ&ee?“ But Arjuna’
did not wamt to fight his* own reliitives.” His ‘beloved
teacher and-his friends were in the army of ithe Kaurvas.

Krishna .demanded that Arjuna should, surre

to Him and follow Him. ~ -~ .
When we ﬁnd the Mamt‘utationotiGad and embrace

_ His faith, we must-obey His Commands. This is what

| : “Stm'endgnng :;».-;ipf_ thought  all. - acﬁoﬂ‘é" to: Me, =~
© Trogarding. Me;as the Supreme and Tesotting to. -
.._.,,r‘Stgadfastg\_eﬁss_’*‘in;nundefstanding, ‘dothou fix thy
. thpught constantly on Me.”: (Gita“XVIII; 57 R
- Krishna was the abode of peace. He called us to
Himself, saying: .. .. - .
“Abandoning all dufies, cometo D{Ie alone’ for .
Shelter, be not grieved, for'I shall release thee from
all eVﬂsx”.(Gﬁa,fXVm’ §6) - AR S

o ' Krishna, the Manifestation of Gocf,_ brought a ‘n‘e'w
Civilization, He- delivered masn from evil and sorrow. He
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assured His followers that in future also God would
manifest Himself to repeat what Krishna had done. In
order to- guide the wandering people of the world to the

' stralght path of God He sa1d

“Whenever there is a declme of nghteousness and'. =
rise of unrighteousness, O Bharta (Arjuna) ; then I
‘send forth Myself for the protection of good, ‘for
the destruction of -the" mcked and for the establish-
. ment of nghteousness I.come: into bemg from age_
oo age.” (Glta v, 7 8)

We shall sée in the followmg pages how th1s promxse |

A'oftheLord hasbeenfulﬁlled. o

Y .

Buddha S o "
Buddha was born in a royal family of the Hmalayan

- kingdom. He was still 2 baby when an old” sage, named

Asﬁa vmted the palace. ‘Asita - was a godly nian’ and he
gave the. good news to the father of Buddha that h13 son

wouldbecometheSavxourofMan o \

Buddha ‘was then ealled Pnnoe Gautama Hxs father |
prowded his beloved: son - with all the. enJoyments of life.
He wanted to- make hxs son a. good kmg But Gautama . -
found. that wordly. pleasures alone were not the cause of

comfort. One day He saw an old' man, then. a. .man who .

was sick, and then one who had: d1ed ‘He found out that

‘all human beings. were “subject  to suﬂ‘ermg and death

Therefore He realized the spmtual happmess alone cou]d
make all men really happy. He left His home, His wife
and child to seek spiritual truth.’ In ‘the beginning He

‘went to far away Jungles and denied meself food and |

comfert. This was not -helpful.- For if the body is
weakened, mental powers also grow weak It was under
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a Bodhi Tree in India that Buddha received -His enlighten-
ment. From that day He started His great mission to
save mankind from suffering. . He told men to punfy their .
souls and minds, tp avoid greed and dxshonesty and to
realize that this world of suffering is a place where they
should prepare themselves for etemal and spmtual Joy and
happmess

He set an example for us in H1s blessed hfe. Where He
was s1ttmg under the Treg wrapped in meditation, Mara, .
the evil one, tried to tempt Him by offering Him the wealth
of the world and the pleasures of sensés. But Buddha, the
Enhghtened Obe, overcame the foroes of evﬂ Hrs power
was the power of the spirit. : '

Through His wonderful teachmgs, Buddha helped-
millions of people of various natxons to attam spmtual |
salvation. * - . Vs . R

In the days of Buddha the people of H1s oountry were
fighting against each other in the name of. God.: They
had, in fact, set up many drﬁ'erent gods and goddesses for
themselves. Buddha knew that the way to God was' only
through His - Mamfestatlon ‘He was the Manifestation of
God, therefore, :He d1d not want people to fight against
- each other in- the name of God Whom they could not_

know except through ‘Him. He was 3 ‘wise teacher, . To
-avoid quarrels among the people,. He was mostly silent |
_ about God but called upon them to. obey Him, -the. Mani-
festation of Truth. In this way he ‘succeeded in uniting
millions of people who were divided. among themselves

- ‘cither in the name of God or in the’ namé of caste. He

| sard,' *“One does not become a Brahmin by birth, one does
- not ‘become an outcast by birth, one becomes Brahmm by
. act, One becomes an outcast by act.” . A




Shoxtly' “before’ His passing away from this earth,
Buddha made a great promise to His followers who were
' afrard that His Cause’ would gradually dle away He sa1d

“I am not the first Buddha who ‘came upon earth o
~ nor ‘'shall‘T be the last. In due time another Buddha |
. '-w1ll arise iin the world .a holy. one, a supremelyo_ .
~ enlightened one endowed w1th wisdom - in - conduct,
~ . auspicious, . knowing the universe, an mcomparable. L
.~ leader of men, a master of angels and mortals. He =
 shall reveal to you:- the same éternal truths whlch 1.
" have taught you. He. will - preach to. you thls'.
religion, glorious inits. origin, . glonous at ‘the
climax, and glonous ‘at the goal, in the spmt and
.in - the ‘letter. He will : proclaim & religious hfe.
. wholly perfect and pure ‘such .as, T now: proclaim: ‘.
. “His disciples will: nimber magy- thousands whlle
'=f"Mlnenumbermanyhuudreds R

, Thxs promrse gave the hope to Buddhlsts that they
would not be left’ aloue on this- earth but would receive
the light of guldance from’ another glorious Buddha
Buddha is now rejoicing in His etemal abode because He
sees His glorxous promlsc flﬂﬁlled m Baha u’llah the
Glory of God . : N

o Moses

.Ina far-away land there was a group ot‘ slaves llvmg a

~ very drﬁicult life. They were called the ‘Childten of Israel’
“and were working as slaves under the thighty emperor of

Egypt. “These people belonged to ‘another country, now
‘called Israel but had been taken away from therr homes by
force. Only a Mamfestatlon of God could save . them
from theu' ‘suffering. So Moses was destined to arise for
the salvation of these people "Heé was alone and the
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Egyptian emperor had every means to destroy Him. But
when the Manifestation of God comes, He is bestowed
with such a great power that no power on earth can over-
come it. Moses, unaided and single-handed, arose to give
the glad-tidings of the Kingdom of God to His people. .

When Moses declared Himself as the Manifestation of
- God, the Children of Israel knew that the time of thejr
suffering was over. They followed Him. They came back
to Israel, the Holy Land, and started a new life. The
emperor of Egypt, with all his might and all his power,
could not prevent them. - When he and his atmy tried to
do so, they were drowned in the Red Sea. L

The Words of God transformeéd the lives of the
Children of Israel. Though they had ‘been mere slaves,
they established a - wealthy kingdom. They became great
teachers of mankind.. Many of the philosophers and
teachers of other lands derived their knowledge from the
- followers of Moses. For with His coming; the Manpifesta-
tion of God a0t only brings us happiness but also gives us
the source of great knowledge and wisdom. | '

‘Moses summarised His teachings fn 10 laws.  They
were beautiful laws. He told us to love God ; niever to
love anything else more than God ; to love our father and
mother and to obey them. He told us not to stea] ; not to
' hur_t other people ; to'be pure and clean ; to be ,alwéys
truthful. . Besides these beautiful teachings, Moses madeé a

Promise to His people that in the fulness of time, the Lord
 of Hosts will come to deliver them from all sufferings. He

- Promised that when the Lord of Hosts comes, the Children

of .Iyad will once more return to. the: Holy Land after

ages of separation, and will unite again in the land of their
. fqygfathe_rs. ' ,
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" The Lord of. Hosts has come. Baha’u’llah ‘has pro-
claimed that the Day. of God, ‘promised in the Holy Books
of the past, has come. He gave-the glad-tidings -to the -
followers of Moses that: their cherished Promise has been
fulfilled. Jews -of all countries, after an age-long separation,
during which time they endured all forms of humiliation
and suffering ‘have now. gathered together in the Holy
Land. They have established a separate homeland for
themselves called Tsrael. Aoeordmg to the Promise of
Moses all this had to be' fulfilled when the Lord of Hosts
sat on the Throne of Judgment on this earth. Many
Jews, when they saw how the Chrldren “of Israel had
gathered in the Holy Land accordmg to -the Promlse

in “their Holy Book, understood that the Lord of Hosts . |
* had come. Otherwrse it wouId have been rmp0531ble for

them to gather together

- In the Baha 1 World Comnmmty there are many Jews
who have.- believed - in Baha u’llah as’ thexr gIonous, |
Promised One o4 5 e _

J esus - Chnst

| The story of Jesus Chnst is a very beautrful story. It
is a story of the love of. God and the love of mankmd It

is the story of a Mamfestatlon of God ‘ _
+ ‘Before  Christ revealed Hrs M1ssxon to. mankmd there v

lived a holy man by the name ot’ John the Baptlst We

have seen in the story of Buddha how a holy man gave

the good news_that the Savmur of mankmd would soon
. appear. Thisis exactly what happened before : Christ
revealed His Mission. John the Baptist . gave the good
_news to the people of his time that the Messenger of God
.'would come to dehver them from all sorrows. The people
of that time did not like to change thelr 1deas they wished
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to go on imitating what their forefathers had done for
centuries before them. The priests who led the people did
not want a' Messenger of .God to come, becanse they were
afraid that if He came they might lose their position.
Therefore, they put John the Baptist in prison and after
- sometime they cut off his head. John was happy to give
even his life in the path of God. . | R

~ Jesus Christ was born in a very simple home. Joseph,
who was known to be His father, was only a carpenter.
Christ was born in:the Holy Land. He was very good
.~and kind to the people even when He was a young boy
and working as a carpenter with His father. When He was
a young man, He said, “The time has now come for me to
. look after the business of my real heavenly Father.”

He went out for meditation for many 'days, then came
“back to the people revealing His true mission. "He gave
_ the glad-tidings of the Kingdom of God. Once He went
to a holy place. This was a centre of pilgrimage and
reverence for the Jews, but they had also turned itinto a
business centre. - Christ went and pulled down their shops
and chased them out of the holy place. He said, ““This is
- the House of God. You should ot pollate it with your
worldly ;'igf¢;ests,:’ ..He wanted to show that the Religion
- of God should not become a source of material gains,

- Inthe days of Christ there Were very many people who
were spiritually sick and spiritually dead. He cured them
and gave them life with the power of.the Word of God.

‘Soon Fge“'::pe;_c.‘ame' very popular. The priests grew jealous

ik 7

and did not like that their followers should be attracted

by thi§' simple man who was teaching 2 new way of life for
_ the people. ‘When Hé told them that He was their
spiritual King, tpg One Progufsed in their Holy Books, the

priests grew very angry because they expected their king to
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- their Master—Jesus Christ oF thein SVERL
lives. for the sake of His Cause. Under great hardéhips

| 25
be .4 man w1th worldly grandeur ‘while Iésus.- Christ was a
simple man. He had even no -shoes. ‘Nevertheless, - He -

* proclaimed that He was'the King of Tsrael, “I.am your

truo King”, He said, “I -am:the: Masterof -the - New

- Kingdom. These worldly kingdoms are nothing as com-

pared.to the everlasting Kingdom of ‘God.” But the Jews
did not want to believe Him: ~They rose against Him and.
had Him crucified along With two thieves. Even on: the
Cross, Jesus. Christ prayed for the forgiveness. of ‘His

“The Jews.did not ‘“ndﬁfétaﬁd'the'ﬁue?me‘aniﬁg'of theit

' Holy Book ; they did. not even —knovvﬁ;th'a't-'_- by-.;kill,ing‘the -

Manifestation of God-,—theyrcbul&' not kﬂles voice as it - |
was the Voice of God and would be heard in every land.
' When Christ died, very simple and ordinary -people
were among those who believed in ‘Him.. They had

received néw “spiritual life’ by thé power of the Word of

Chsist and had  risen’ out of their- graves of - ignorance.

. Although these “early Jisciples of 'Christ 'were humble

- fishermen, ordinary clerks, ‘farmers- and tillers of the soil,
_ they -were guided bya Manifestation of God and received
‘new- powers. through Him. ‘They scattered far and wide

thtough;iut the world and sgread the good Méssagc,..-.of o
hrist. Many. of them even gave their

and the threat of the sword, they carried His Message to

different peoples and cried aloud that the Kingdom of

* God had been established on carth through Jesus. ‘Though
‘mere fishermen acd farmers, they - withstood the onslaught

of the forces of the whole -world. > They conquered nation.
after nation with the: Word of God ‘-and -brought new
spiritual life to all who came under ‘their influence. - This
was the divine power of Jesus  Christ, the Manifestation of
GOd. . e e . .
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. Before He left . this world, Christ, Iike. Krishna and

Moses, assured the people of the world that in the fullness -

of time He would come again in the glory of His Heavenly

Father. He said to the people of His age that He had
many other things to say but they would not be able to -
understand them. He promised, ‘however, that another -

great Messenger would later come to tell them more about
God and religion.- | S : -

Baha’is'give the good ﬂéws to their Cl'u'istian.brothers

that Christ has come again in the glory of the Father.
This is what Baha’u’llah said to the leaders of Christianity,

“Surely the Father hath come and hath fulfilled that which
'you were promised in the Kingdom of God......" .

Muhammad ,‘ |

 There is a land called Arabia. It is mostly desort wiih

very little water, and a hot, unfavourable climate. In this

- difficult land there used to live savage tribes who were -

always at war with one anothv:. They were so savage and |
ignorant that they used to bury alive their own daughters

just because they were girls, and women were no more
than slaves in these days. - o .

- But no matter how cruel those people were, they were

still God’s children and had to be educited. So
Muhammad, the Prophet of God, was born among them.

- Muhammad was a simple man. He was in charge of a.

caravan, taking camel-loads and goods from Arabia to sell
in other lands. Most of the Manifestations of God. were

simple people. Even those who, like Buddhba, came from .

higher ranks in life, gave up their princely positions to live
simple lives. God wants to show that it is His wealth and
His influence that work throu_gh His Manifestations. When
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charged w1th the Power of God, ‘even the humblest person
- becomes victorjous over all the power of the world.

, " One day when Muhammad was praymg ona hrll-top,
He received mspu'atlon from God. He had not been to -
- any school ‘He could not even write His own -name, but
- from that hour the verses of the Holy Quran were revealed
through - Him. - : From:then -onwards, - ‘Muhammad was no -
longer a ‘léader of & caravan. ‘He 'was the Messenger of
God. ‘He went to the people with His Message. At first
- »nobody hstened ‘to- Him.. 'Whén He' insisted . that' they

should stop worshipping the idols they had bmlt,and should -

beheve in the One True God the people of Arabra -TOSe

agamstI-Irm TheycalledHlma -mad. man. They ndrculed o

- Him'asa poor poet ‘Buf Muhammad went about saying,
“Q people, 1 am the ‘Messenger. of God: 1 have come: 10
saye. you and to. lead you to. the- Path of “Truth.”. This

~ was too much for_the’ proud people ‘of Arabia. They had = -

 folerated Muhammad at -first, then- they had persecuted

, me and His followers, but after i3 long years of suﬁ‘er-
, - ing: Muhammad was. still calhng upon them to tnm to the
One Compassronate God and follow His. Commandments. '.
Why should they put asxde therr own gods ? They thought.
Be31des, _they were o0 busy thh theu' ‘continuous warfare.

~They had no. more patrence with. Muhammad. ‘So they .
" decided to kill Him and His handful of followers. But
the Mlssmn of Muhammad was not yet fulfilled. - He still

had other laws to give to people of HJS age.. He. left o
- His bu-th-place, Meeca, for another town, nOwW called

Medma

~The ‘enemies of the Cause of God orgamzed great
armies to kill Muhammad and His band of followers.

Muhammad ‘had to protect the Cause of God and those |

who had come to believe in. -God,so He permitted: His
followers to fight against the - savages who -wished to -
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destroy them. Thus, in the days of Muhammad, as in the
life time of Krishna, the armies of Light and. of Darkness
arrayed their forces against each other.

. Muhammad was a Divine shepherd, He had to protect
His jnnocent flock from the attack of savage wolves.
In the beginning, Muhammad and His followers - had
a difficult time. :Many of them were killed while defend-
ing -themselves against the fierce onslaught of" their
cnemies. But all the time Muhammad assured them:that
the Cause of God had always ‘been victorious . and ‘would
always continue to be so. - When the Muhammadans, His
followers,.. were  surrounded by powerful enemies,
Muhammad- foretold that mighty empires “would soon
crumble before them because they were alive with. the
Spirit of God. whereas others were spiritually dead. .,
‘This hascome 6 pass as ‘we all know. The great
Persian and' Roman empirés were defeated by a handful
of Arabs whose lives were transformed after they believed
in ;Muhammad, the Prophet .of -God, ‘and acoepted His
divine Message. The Message of God transformed the
lives of millions of other -people too, for the teachings of
Islam spread from India to' Spain. During the age of
Islam’s ‘goldén civilization .many different nations were

" united in one great brotherhood. They offered: their daily

Prayers to the One God, the Cbmpéss'ipﬁ“a'_teg the Merciful.
They recited Holy Quran which prescrilies a life - of virtue

- and submission to the Will of the Almighty. Even'today

millions of people all over the world pray the same prayer
- and read the same Holy Book, Muhammad, likeall the-
* Manifestations of the past, assured His followers that a
. great Messenger would come after Him. He said that the
Religion of God which had .come .down from heaven
through Him, would go back to God -after'_passing of a
thousand years. By this he meant that people would
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forget His teachings in the course of one thousand years. .

But after that, He said, when no trace of God’s Religion

~was left on earth, a mighty Trumpet sound would be

. heard—not once but twice—and the people of the world
would behold the Face of God Hnnself

" The Trumpet sound means the Call ‘of God The Call'
of God has already been raised tw1ce in this age foretold
by Muhammad. The Bab. appeared ‘exactly one thousand ‘
years after .the revelation of Islam. Almost 1mmed1ate1y -
after Him, Baha’ ’llah declared His-- -Mission. Was-it not
| the Bab Who called men to. God and remmded them of
‘God great Promise? And was. it not Baha’ u’llah Who
ralsed up the cry a second time: 1mmed1ately after the Bab,

. callmg upon the chtldren of God to behold Hxs Face 2 '

'} ‘Bab’ means ‘Gate l The Bab was. the Gate to a new |

) ngdom--the ngdom of God on earth

The Bab was very young when He told people about.
-the Message Wthh God ‘had given me “He ‘was only
: twenty-ﬁve years old.’ A beautiful c1ty inr the - south : of

o Iran, called Slnraz, was the blrthplace of the Bab --The

_ people of Iran were Muhammadans;' so_He was. g1ven a
name that was much used 'in that country.: He was called
Ali ' Muhammad, ‘and’ ‘was a descéndant of the Prophet-
"Muhammad Himself. The Bab’s father died soon after
His birth, so He was placed under:the care of His mater-
nal uncle. As a child- He was sent to a teacher who taught
| the Quran- and elementary Subjects. ‘But from his early
childhood, the Bab was different from other children. He
was always asking ‘difficult questions and then giving the
answers I-Innself in & way that astomshed His - ¢lders,
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Often when other children were busy at play, He would
be fourid wrapped in prayer under the shade of a tree or
in some other quiet spot. - .

~ Later, when the Bab revealed His reahty as a Manifes-
tation of God, both His uncle and His teacher believed
in Him because they had known Him since His childhood, -
and seen the difference between Him and other children.
His uncle even died as a martyr for the Cause of .God .

revealed fhrough'his Nephew, the Bab. .. .

Before the Bab declared His Mission ‘as a ‘Messenger
of God, there were two famous teachers ‘who said that
according to the Quran and the holy*’ traditions, the
Promised One of Tslam would soon appear. These two -
teachers were Shaikh Ahmad and' his chief disciple Siyyid
Kazim. Because they were fioly men and very learned,"
many people believed what they said and prepared them-
selves to receive the Promised One. - ‘

When Siyyid Kazim died, his followers scattered in
 different directions to find the Promised One. A number
of them, under the Ileadership of a “‘pibus ‘and leirmed
young man, called Mulla Husayn, spent 40 days in prayer
and fasting, and then took the road to Sluraz S

_* Their prayers wefe answered. Near the gate of Shirdz,
Mulla Husayn met a ‘radiant young man’ who ‘had come
out to receive him. . This young man was sione other than

the Bab Himself. - . - S

o ‘He invited._Mullé 'Huéayn _.t._o His housé and thére, on:-
- the 23rd of May 1844, nearly one hundred-and twegty-five -
years ago, the Bab declared Himself as the Promised One.

. . "Mulla Husayn’s heart 'had; been dra_yi; towards the
Bab from the minute his eyes rested on him outside. the
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‘gate of thraz, but now ‘that his Host made His great
~announcement, he asked for some ‘proof by ‘which he could
know Him as the Promised One. The Bab said that no
proof was greater than dwme verses revealed by .a
' Manifestation of God. Then, takmg up His pen and paper,
He wrote down His first sacred Wntmg -Though He had
- not- attended any school except for -a brief period in His

childhood, the Bab, like - all" the other Mamfestatrons
was ‘endowed - witha deep knowledge whlch was a gift of
God. He wrote" with' great speed, and as He wrote,. He
chanted the verses in a heavenly, mild voice. Mulla Husayn
needed no further proof. With ‘tears in his. eyes; he pro- o
strated h1mself before the Mamfestatron of God C

Mulla Husayn was the Bab’s ﬁrst dlsclple The Bab
- gave him the title of Babu’l-Bab ‘which means the gate of
Gate. That - mght was the begmnmg of a new era. The
Baha i calendar starts from that year |

-1t was not: long before many people came to beheve in
- the Bab Some met Him, some’ read Hls holy Wntmgs
while: others recogmzed Him through dreams and wsrons '

| The Mamfestatron of God is hke the sun When the
‘ sun Tises, everybody sees 1t except those who are fast
asleep Even the sleepmg ones.. must sooner or, later come-_
to know that the sun is slumng |

The Message of the Bab was ﬁrst glven to the people. .
of Iran. But the Muslims of other countnes ‘did ‘ot yet
know "that their Promised One had coine. “Therefore

when thousands of Mauslims from all countries gathered -

* in Mecca for pilgrimage, the' Bab Journeyed to this holiest
spot of Islam to téll them that the object of then' adora-.
tion had come and that He was their Promised One. No-
body listened to Him.; but the Bab had' completed Hrs

announcement »
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- When the Bab returned to H1s native land, He was
met by a group of soldiers who had come to arrest Him
because the fanatical Mullas did not want the new Faith
to spread. These Mullas made every effort to put out the

‘Light of God which was burning in the breast of the

Blessed Bab.. From that day ‘the Bab  had to undergo

- many hardshrps His short but brilliant life was mostly
-Spent in prison after He had made His Declaration. ' Twice

He was sent to prisons built on very cold and forbidding
mountains. ‘But no chains or prisons cquld ever prevent
the Call of God from spreading. When the' Bab was in
prison, His faithful followers spread His Message through-
out the country, and during that brief tlme, thousands of
people gave then' hves for H1s Cause.

The Bab was still young, about 31 years of age, ‘when
they decided to kill Hlm The Bab knew that He would

be martyred in. the path of God. He was glad to give

His life so that the people of the world ‘might come to
understand the purpose of their lives and turn to God and
His eternal siagdom. The day of His martyrdom Was 9th
of July, 1850. In the mommg, the officer who was in
charge of the Bab’s executlon, came to Him in the prison.

‘Thé Bab was talking to one of Hls fo]]owers who was

writing down His last instruétions. The officer told H1m
that the time had come for His execution and soldlers

. were ready in the city square to carry out the orders. . The
~Bab said that He had to finish His conversation with His

disciple, but the officer laughed and said that a prisoner
could not choose to do as he wished. As the Bab was
being taken away, He said that no power on earth could
harm Him until He had completed His Mission in this
world, and had finished what He intended to say. The
officer paid no “attention and took the Bab to the public
square. At this tlme, one of the disciples of the Bab,
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a young man named Muhammad Ah Zunuz:, rushed for- -
ward ‘and, throwing himself at the feet of His beloved
Master, begged to be permitted to die with Him. The

R officer tried to push him away but Muhammad Ali Zunuzi
wept- and entreated so mnch that he 'was obhged to. take .

_hrm also.

In the square where the soldrers ‘were wartmg to shoot "
the Bab, a great crowd had gathered ‘They all ‘watched

while the Bab and His young disciple were. tied. in sucha
~ way that the head of the disciple rested on the chest of his

Beloved. Then came the great moment. Drums. were
beaten, trumpets were sounded. And as. the sound of the |
trumpets died away, the ternble order was heard :. “F1re » |
Hundreds of - soldiers who had taken a1m, ﬁred tbexr guns.

- Ahuge cloud of smoke. spread through the whole place..

The smell of gun-powder filled the air. After sometrme

~ when the smoke cleared there came a great surprise. There

was na trace of the Bab whrle His farthful d1sclple was
standing there unharmed. No one knew what to think.,
Many people said that a mlracle had happened and. the ,
Bab had gone up to Heaven. The ﬁnng squad and them o
commander had never seen such an extraordmary thmg
happen before, - Oﬁcers were sent i every- drrecnon to_
search for the Bab, The same officer. who 'had brogght
the ‘Bab from the pnson celI now found Him srttmg_'
calmly at the’ same place, finishing his conversation which:

‘'had been rudely interrupted. The Bab turned to ‘the

oﬁicer and smiled saying that His Mission on earth was
now completed, and that He was ready to sacnﬁoe}hs
hfe to prove the tmth Qf Hxs Mlssron.

The Bab was once. more taken mto the: squate, bnh th&_

o commander of the. firing squad refused -to have. anxthmg,
to do with His executlon He took his soldiers eu& of the
| sqnare and:swore that . nothing would make him take the
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life: of "such an innocent and saintly -youth. Another
company of soldiers was found to carry out the execution,
and this time hundreds of bullets riddled the bodies of
the Bab and His faithful disciple. His - beautiful face,
which was not scarred by the bullets, - still. bore a lovely
smile showing the peace and happiness of One who. had
given His life to proclaim the begmmng of . a new era for
- mankmd ~

The Bab was a great Mamfestatxon of God In all His
" Wntmgs He said that .the main purpose of His commg
was to give the glad-tidings - that very soon the Promised
One of ‘all ages would appear. He warned: His followers

to beware lest they failed to. recognize “‘Him ‘Whom God

| shall make manifest.” -He said that they should lay aside
' every thmg else and follow "Him as soon as: they heard His

, Message The Bab wrote many prayers beseechmg God
that His own life might be accepted as a sacrifice’ to the
‘Beloved of His heart, the One “Whom God: ‘shall make
mamfest.” He even referred in His ertmgs to - the
‘Order of Baho"wliah, and said : “Well is 1t Wlth Him who
| 'follows Baha u’llah »

. 'Ihe Bab's prayers were answered and Hls prom:se ‘was
"fulﬁlled Nineteen years after His. M1ss10n, Baha vllah
| openly declared that He was the’ Prormsed ‘One Whose
coming had been foretold by all the Mamfestatlons of
God 1 m past ages. _

Baha’ uw’llah

On Apnl 21st 1863, Baha u’llah proclalmed to the
world that “The Revelation whleh from time immemorial,
‘had been acclaimed as the purpose and promise of all
Prophets of God, and the mast chenshéd desn'e of His
Messengers, had now...been revealed ‘unto men.”
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When Baha’ullah made this wonderful - announcement,
He was prisoner at the hands of two powerful monarchs,
and He was being exiled to Acre, “the most desolate of
landSO” . :

s

About 46 years before this announcement, Baha’ ’llah_ :
was, born .in the house of a drstmgmshed Mrmster of the
royal court of Iran Though from ‘the days’ of His chﬂd-
hood everybody could notice that Baha'u’llah was drﬂ'erent -
- from: other children, but no one actually knew that- this
wonderful Boy was soon to change the whole destiny of
~ mankind. When He was 14 years old, Baha'u'llah was
already famous i in the court for Hrs learmng and wrsdom. |
'He was 22 years of age. when Hrs father dred The § govem
ment wrshed Him to take over the posrtton Hrs father had
occupied: They thought thxs grfted ‘young. man would
make a very good minister, ‘but Baha’v’llah-had no inten-
tion: of wasting His . time in. ‘the: management of
worldly affairs. Being a man of G¢d,  He took novinterest
in the royal life which' was offered Him."::He:left:the court
and rts muusters to follow the path set for Hrm by the

| When the Bab declared Hrs Mrssron, aha’ ’llah was |
27 years old He immediately accepted the Bab as the‘
Mamfestatron of God -and. soon became one of Hrs most
\powerful and famous followers '

At the time when the Government and fanatrcal
Muilas persecuted the followers of the Bab Baha u’l]ah
was not spared in any way. He" Was twrce 1mpnsoned
and once He was beaten so- severely. with whips and canes
that the soles of His feet started bleedmg ‘Nine years aftcr
the Bab’s Declaration, Baha’u’llah was thrown into a dark
dungeon ‘This was a terrible . underground room ,which
had no wrndow or other opemng except the-door through-
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- which they entered. ‘In this dunmgeon Baha’u’llah was
imprisoried - with " about 150 murderers, highway robbers
‘and other stich criminals. .The chains that were put round

" His peck were so heavy that He could not lift up His head. .

Here Baha wllah; spent four terrible. months of suﬁ‘ermg

_yet 1t was in this~ same dungeon that the - Glory of God
| ﬁmd His soul. He wntes that one night in a dream He

_ heard the followmg words vrbratmg from all srdes

1:“Verily,: We shalt render Thee vrctonous by
T.hyself and by Thy Pen” o

Baha’ ’llah endured all these hards]ﬁps for our sake
- and for the sake of generatrons to come.’ He bore' chams
- round Hrs blessed neck in ‘order 10. free us from the chams
E and fetters of prejudrce, brgotry and enmlty

At last Baha’llah and Hrs famrly were deprrved of all
t.herr ancestral riches and:“ordered to" léavethe country.
They. ‘were ‘exiled to Baghdad in the hitter cold of winter.
~ The-'road: 1ay ‘along i mountaineous parts of Tran where
thiick snow and ice:covered the ground. .. Baha’u’llah, His
wife and young children had to walk hundreds of ‘miles
to . their destmatron and .the fact that they did not have

' proper clothmg made the Journey evermore dﬂ‘n’eult to
endure At “last they reached Baghdad. but Baha u’llah’
-Snﬂ'enngs did not come to an end in’ that  city. HOWever,’ -
‘bad Baha'w’llah been afraid of hardshtps and difficulties,
‘He oouid have enjoyed a luxnrious life in the court of the
kmg of Iran He was prepared to endpre any amount of
suﬁ'ermg m the path of God. <

* The: fame of Baha’ ’llah soon spread throughout

. | .Baghdad and other cities of Iraq, and many people came

to the- door of this exiled Prisoner to recgive. His blessings.
The. followers of the Bab gathered round Him from
different ‘parts of Iran and Iraq seeking gurdance and
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Jinspiration. But there were . some who became jealous of
His fame. Among them was His own brother Yahya,
who was living under Baha’u’llah’s loving care and guid-
-ance. Yahya thought" that because he was. respected by
the followers of the Bab, he might.be .accepted as their
leader if he should .denounce - Baha’ u’llah He d1d not
realize that by turning against. the Mamfestatron of God,
: _he was bringing almost his own: doom,. For when a Mam- B
..festat1on -appears, - only . those. who accept H1s servrtude
can hope for true greatness.:, Even His . closest relatmes
are no exceptions, because a Mamfestatron of God stands
',apart from all other human, bemgs and has a statron whrch
no one else can share. All the past Mamfestatrons have

. had brothers .and. sisters or other relatrves, but even; thexr‘ '

names have oW been forgotten._.'. e T

Yahya s plottmg caused dlsunxty arnong the followers

of the. Bab and: this - made Baha w’llah.very . sad One o

‘mght wrthout tellmg anybody, He left H1s home and .went
into the mountains of Kurdistan, ., He spent two. .years of
| 4_secluded life in these mountains .giving all - His time. to
prayer and medrtatron He stayed in a small -cave-and
lived on every simple food Nobody  knew. His name. No-
‘body knew where He had come.. from. - But soon, like a -
‘moon in a dark night, Hls hght shed .over- all Kurdxstan

" and everybody heard of the .“Nameless One”. All this

time - His family. and fnends in Baghdad who were heart-
,.broken by His departure, d1d not - know,  where He was.
-_,Thsn they too heard about the “Nameless One?’, the great
Saint who was known to have inherent knowledge best-
owed upon Him by God. ‘Baha'uw’llah’s son, Abdu’l-Baha,
immediately knew that this could be no.one than His
~ beloved Father. He sent‘letters ‘and a. special messenger
entreating Him' to return because not :only -His own
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famrly but all the followers of the Bab were suffering from
I-Irs absence 4

Thus, after spendmg two years in prayer ‘and medi-
. tation, Baha’u’llah returned to Baghdad and wrth Him
returned the Joy of all the ‘Bab’s followers. The only
: people who were angry about His return were the fanatical
Mullas and His treacherous and jealous brother Yahya.
The Mullas ‘did not want Baha’u’llah to stay in Baghdad
because He was too close to certain sacred places belong-
ing to the Muslims, and prlgnms who came to visit these
places were often attracted by ‘Baha'u’llah’s charm and
" personality. - These Mullas kept on - complaining until
the Government of Irap Jomed hands with the authorities
_ of .the Turkish Empire to remove Baha'u’llah ‘to a more
distant place—Istanbul. The same thing happened in
Istanbul which was the seat of the Muslim Caliphs.
Baha’ w’llah’s great w1sdom and personal charm attracted
many people. “He must not stay in Istanbul any longer”,
said the fanaticui Mullas, so or.>é more He was sent to a
smaller town, Adrianople. From there He was ‘again .

~ exiled, but this'time to Acre in the Holy Land, which was

then a special penal colony reserved for murderers, thieves
and highway robbers ~undergoing life imprisonment. It
was' a- terrible - place and for the first few days after their
arrival, even water was denied to Baha’u’llah, His family
and ‘friends. The hardships and sufferings of Baha’u’llah’
in Acre are too ‘many to describe. In the beginning He
‘was imprisoned in a lonely cell where even His children
were not permitted to see Him. He lacked every means of
comfort, and was surrounded by enemies day and night.

Yet it was from Acre that He sent His famous letters to
the most powerful kings and rulers of His day, calling
upon them to listen to the Message of God and obey the
Commandments of the King of Kings. No one but a
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Mamfestatnon of God could dare to address those who‘
had imprisoned Him as a klng addresses his vassals.

: Baha ’llah ralsed the banner of umversal peace and
| brotherhood from His prison walls and though the powers -
~ of the world combined their forces -against Him, He was

o victorious over them all -as God had promised Him in

‘His dream. The Message . of Baha’v’llah. influenced the -
hearts. of thousands of people and many- of them 'gave - -
~ their lives. for His Cause. Through the power of the.
Word of God. and. the sacrifices of = the followers of

- Baha'wllah, -now- hundreds ‘of thousdnds of. people Who

were once d1v1ded under: vanous names have become like :
members of one famﬂy :

A]though Baha’ vllah tas sent to Acre as a pnsoner
for life, He chose to leave that fortress city nine years
after His arrival. By this tire, His great’ personal charm
had madé such friends of all those around Him— even His
hard-hearted ‘ jailor—that no one objected to His leaving
~ His prison. Baha’u’llah" spent the remaining vears of His
life in a place outside the city of Acre where He passed
 away to Hxs heavenly ngdom on May 29th 1892.

The ‘Message of Baha’ u’llah spread to different parts
of the world from the Holy Land as had been foretold in
the sacred Books of the past. - In Buddhist scriptures, the
Holy Land is referred to as a Paradise in the West, the
Seat of the Promised One—Amitabha. To.the Jews it is
“The Promised Land” from where the Law of God will
once more go outinto the world. The Christians and
Muslims too, have wonderful prophecies about this sacred
country which has been their Holy Land for many centuri-

es. Since the time when Baha'uw’llah was exiled to Acre

the Holy Land of the religions of the past has become the
World Centre of the Baha’i Faith.
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Baha’u’llah is that Great Manifestation of God
.Whose coming all the Manifestations of the past have
foretold. The divine religions of all ages lead to the same
~ direction and teach" the same goal—the Baha’i Faith.
They are liks many rivers that flow into the ocean. Each
river irrigates thousands of acres of land, but no single
river is by 1tse1f as vast and powerful as the mighty ocean
because the ocean 'is the meeting place of all these rivers. In
the Baha’i Commumty followers of all religions have come
,together and become united. Even though they are from
the four corners of the earth, they have now joined hands
m one great Brotherhood, one common Fa1th

The waters of d1ﬁ‘erent RIVCI'S merge mto one, mdeed
when they pour mto the Mlghty OCean !
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,Abdu l-Baha

- Baha’ ’llah ‘was. a Dlvme Archlteet He drafted the

'magnlﬁcent Plan for . the unity of - mankmd He laid the-

firm foundation: of tlns sacred Edtﬁce and selected the

' pecessary. matenals

But Who was to erect thrs wonderful Edlﬁce after .

| complete but even a perfect plan must be left m the hands .

of a quahﬁed person or -the constructlon may collapse

 altogether. . No matter how perfect the plan and. how ﬁrm

the foundation of a buﬂdmg, if it s “nat. properly super-

- vised ‘by:a: capable man,: the: eonstruetxon may:go up -

entn'ely drﬁ‘erent from the plan mtended by the archltect. ,

When Baha llah passed away He left the ezrecutxon
of Hrs vame PIan in the hands of H1s son.. He appomted
Abdu’l—Baha as the Centre of Hls Covenant and asked His

- followers to turn to hlm for gmdance.

Abd I-Baha means the servant of Baha ‘He was the

~ eldest son of Baha’u’llah ‘and was. borfi on ‘the ' 23rd of
' May, 1844, the- very same night  that the Bab declared

Hrs Mrsswn A blessed son was born to a blessed house
ata blessed honr.

Abdu’l—Baha ‘was only elght years of age When
Baha’u’llah was throw_n into that ternble dungeon. From

early childhood - he willingly shared all ‘the ‘sufferings of

~ his beloved Father. He accompanied Baha’ wllah on the
difficult journey from Tehran to Baghdad and spent. forty

years of his life in pnson "and “in exile, “When Abdu’lf
Baha was set fre¢ at last, he was an 'old ‘'man. But the
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love of God had. kept him happy even in the darkest

hours of his life. He had a deep spiritual happiness which

- the worst of prisons could not take away.. Abdu’l-Baha
' wanted ‘us to enjoy that kind of happmess too. “He says :

“HappmeSs COBSlStS of ‘two kinds': ‘physical - and
oo spiritual, The phys1cal happmess is- hmxted ;- its
" utmost duration is one day, one month, ‘one 'year.

It hath no result. Spiritual happiness ‘appeareth
 in one’s soul with the love of God and suffereth
" oné'to attam to the virtues and perfectlons of the

~ world of hufianity.” Therefore; endeavour as much

“as thou art able in order to illumme the lamp of

thy heart by the hght of lov ”. R -

: »Baha’ ’llah announced the Word of God to Abdu’l-
‘Baha in Baghdad. : Though still a young child, Abdu’l-
Baha - recognized ;the Station of his Father and, throwing

himself at the feet of Baha’u’llah begged to be accepted
as’‘a~ sacnﬁce for H1s ‘Caiise.” ‘From: that- day, Abdu’l-

Baha gave ‘his whole life to the Service of Baha’ wliah’ and
sacrificed every. comfort in -His- path. ‘Abdu’l:Baha won

the love and respect of Baha w’llab’s followers at a very‘

. early age, and later came.to be known among them as

‘““the Master”. . When Baha’ ’llah passed -away and His

‘ wxll which is known as the Book of the, .Covenant was
opened, the Baha’is were happy to. know that Baha’; ’llah

had appointed Abdu’l-Baha as the Centre: of His Cove-

| nant and as the authonzed mterpreter of HIS teach1 ngs.

The appomtment of the Centre of the Covenant is
a nmque characteristic of the Baha'i Faith. All the religions
of the past became divided after the death:of. their Found-
ers because the followers did not know where to turn after
" the Manifestations of God had left them. - ‘They started to
interpret the teachings of God as they themselves under-
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stood them and, as they did not understand them the

-same way, these teachings were explained in: different
forms. This became the cause of disunity among the

followers of the past religions. In the Baha'i Faith,
however, the case has been different. Baha’u’llah who had
come to remove, all kinds of dlsumtv from among the
peoples of the world did not. allow the Baha i Faith 1tse1f
to become dlvxded He wrote a document in Wh1ch He
appomted Abdu’l—Baha as the one to .whom all Baha is
should turn for- gu1dance in matters concerning H1s teach-
ings. . Th1s document, the Be ok of the Covenant, saved
Baha is from d1sumty The Book of the Covenant pre-
served the unity of the followers of Baha u'llah but. caused
the Jealoucy of Abdu’l-Baha’s ' brother, Muhammad Ah
Like Yahya at the time of Baha’u’llah Muhammad Ali
tried to' bring disunity' among- the: Baha is- in' the ‘days
of Abdu’l-Baha. He imagined that as he was the son of
Baha’wllah, he, too, could make a claim: to Ieadershlp,

'but ‘his -efforts were ‘useless becauso his: ‘outward relation-
. ship with the Manifestation. .of God was of no ‘value when

he did not obey what Baha'u'llah had commanded.
Muhammad Ali was likea branch which had grown out
of a mighty" Tree, but which could bear no fruit because
it had dried up atd become worthless. And, like ‘a thh-

ered branch he was cut oﬂ' and thrown away

When Muhammad Ali failed in brin‘gingf about_~ disunity
émong the Baha’is he joined hands with the enemies of
the Cause and tried to harm Abdu’l-Baha. He poisoned
the minds of Government oﬂ‘iclals against the Master and
said that he was gathering people around him so as to rise .
against the Government. When Abdu’l-Baha was building
the Shrine of the Bab on Mount Carmel, Muhammad Ali
reported that he was building a fortress, and this made the
Turkish Government send  a special party to the Holy
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_,Land to mvestlgate the matter. Muhammad Ali succeeded
in bribing the corrupt General who came as the head of
~ the "party, and false reports were sent to Turkey about
~Abdu’l-Baha. s 4

Abdu’l-Baha in the meantrme, was glvmg every hour
of hislife to" the' service of the Cause “The beautiful
tablets whrch streamed from his pen- brought joy and inspi-
' ration to thousands of Baha'is in the world. . Through his
"precrous Jetters, he gmded and strengthened ‘their steps in
the path of service to’ their Faith., ' When he was not
occnpred in wntmg, the Master was bnsy vrsrtmg ‘the sick
. and seemg to the needs ‘of the poor.” From his scanty
purse ‘he freely gave to others, and ‘no one ever turned
away dlsappomted from the door of the Master s house

| Abdu’l-Baha paJd httle attentron to the party of
‘officials “who - had .come. 'to investigate the: false charges
_brought against him. Muhammad Ali, on the other hand,
showed them - ‘great respect and showered ‘ them with: gifts
and: presents. - Before they . left, the General in charge of
the party swore that he would come back to hang Abdu’l-
Baha at the ctty gate This brought great .rejoicing to the
' Master’s: enemies, while. those who loved him were filled
'with anxiety. : Many of h1s friends begged Abdu’l-Baha to
* 'fles from the Holy. Land while there was still time, but the
‘Master whose trust® was always in God dxd not worry in
the least.. He satd L A

| “To me pnson is freedom, to me incarceration is
an open court, ‘to me humility - is 1dent1cal with
. glory, to me adversrty is a gift and death is life.” -

" The General who wanted to hang Abdu’l-Baha himself
was killed in a war. soon after he left the Holy: Land. The
Turkish Empire itself was broken up and a new regime
took over the affairs of the Government. Muhammad Alj
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and the few others who had broken the Covenant of
Baha’v’llah were frustrated in thelr efforts to harm
Abdu’l-Baha or to bnng disunity among the Baha’is.

They fell to disgrace and their shameful schemes became
known to everyone :

W1th the change of Govemment came Abdu’l-Baha S
freedom after a lifetime of imprisonment. At last the .
Master, who had served Baha’wllah’s Cause SO falthfully

~ under severe hardships, was free to move about and take

the Message of his Father to the people of other countries.
The Baha’is of the West requested Ium to traveI to Europe

" and America and, though old in. age and very weak from

years of mpnsonment Abdu’l-Baha gracxously accepted_
their 1nv1tat10n :

" During his journey to the West, Abdwl Baha spoke to
thousands of peOple about the Baha’1s Falth Sometlmes

~ be gave several lectures in one day Both Baha'’is and non-

Baha’is came from far-off dlstances to visit him and hear
his inspiring wm'ds Wherever he went, Abdu’l-Baha was
busy teaching the Cause. from 2arly mornmg till " late at
night. He dxd not think of h1mself even when he was 111

- with fever and h1s friends begged h1m to rest.

In America, Abdu’l-Baha laid the cornerstone of the ..

first Baha’i House of Worshlp in the “West which is now a: “
beautiful building dedlcated to the glory of the Cause of
God. :

Abdu l-Baha s travels in Europe and -America pro-
duced wonderful results. The Baha’i Faith was established
in many countries, and before Abdu’l-Baha passed away,

" he encouraged the behevers to carry the new Message to

other countnes
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| The ‘Master passed away . from th1s life in the Holy
Land on the 28th of November, 1921. His resting place

isin a room adjacent tothe - Shrine of the Bab in the same

bulldmg which ke himself bullt during his hfetrme .

- Abdu’l-Baha was the Expounder of the Falth of God o

the interpreter of the Writings of Baha'u’llah; and the
perfect Exemplar of His teachrngs ' Baha wlah has called
him “The M}'stery of God" Gre he o

Shoghz Eﬂ'endb-—'.l'he Guardian of the Fanth

- Abdu’ l-Baha 'was’ hke a lovmg ’ﬁther fer the Baha is:
When he passed away the Baha'is of the “Worid were very

- sad indeed. Abdu’l-Baha 8 mlmstry had lasted about’ 30

years durmg which time the Batia’is had progressed under

his - unerring gurdance and deepened then' understandmg

~in the teachings of Baha’u’llah, When 'Abdt’l-Baha’left
' thxs world, -the Baha is felt hke orphans who had lost thelr '

wise and lovmg parent The enemies of the Cause on the
other ‘hand, and those who had broken the Covenant of

~ Baha'w’llah, thought that thJs ‘was the txme for’ them to
- come forward and carry out ,thelr wrcked plans. ‘They

- thought that " because Abdu’l-Baha “was not. ‘there to
protect the unity. of- the Baha is, it would be eagy. for them

to attack the Cause. . They did not know that God would
not allow any breach in the umty of His Cause in thrs age. -

Abdu’l-Baha had - already provrded for the umty of
Baha’w’ Tlah’s followers "He too,” had made ﬁrmeovenant

with~ Baha’rs all - over the world. He had Teft behind a

wonderful - Tablet-—-the Will and Testament-—-m which he

had appointed his ‘grandson Shoghi Effendi, “as the |

Guardian of the Farth of God.
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W'th the passmg of Abdu’l-Baha the Baha is lost a :

loving father, butin Shoghx Effendi they t‘ound a “true
brother.’f - : N .

Shoghl Eﬁ'endl was born 1n the blessed household of

: vadu’l-Baha His. mother ‘was. the daughter of Abdu’l- "

Baha . and hls father was a close relative . of the Bab.

Abdu’l-Baha. has called h1m “the most Wondrous, umque'

and priceless pearl that doth - gleam -out from the twin

surging seas”. -and; “the sacred bough that hath branched .

_ - out from the Twin Holy - Trees” because in him the
- families. of ‘the Bab and Baha’u llah were ]omed together.

Shoghi Effendi  grew up under the du'ect care and super-' .
vision :of Abdu’l-Baha ‘but - no one. was_aware of the

station for which. Abdu’l-Baha was prepanng h1m although |
- many saw slgns .of greatness in Shogln Bﬁ‘endx long before .

’wrote to the Master askmg 1f she had correctly under- oo
stood a prophecy mentloned in the B;ble accordmg to
which there should be then hvmg a young child who was

destined to hold the helm of the Cause after Abdu’l-Baha

The Master replied that she was right and that the blessed

. child was hvmg and would soon illumine the world: with
his radlanoe . To- another person Abdw’l-Baha 'gave the
- assurance that the blessed child would “raxse the. Cause of
God to great hexghts.” SRR Lo

o Shoghl Effendi was a. young boy when the belovedj

Master  wrote his. Will and -Testament. He was only

twenty-four years of age when. he became the Guardian of

the Cause of -God, but’ because: he was always.assisted by
Baha'w’llah, it did not matter that he was:not old in years.

Abdu’l-Baha called Shoghl Effendi the Sign of God on
earth and said that all who obeyed him had obeyed God -
It was through the great wisdom and splntual guldance ol‘

R




50

- Shogh1 Eﬁ'endl that the Message of Baha u'llah was carned ~
to every country of the globe '

When Abdu’l-Baha passed away, Shogh1 Eﬁ'endl ‘was
studymg in England at Oxford University. His cherished
desire was to serve the beloved Master- throughout his - Tife
" and to bé able to translate the sacred Wntmgs of Baha’i
Faxth into Enghsh for thousands of believers ‘who could
not read them ‘in- Persian’ or Arabic. The news of ‘the
passmg away of Abdu’l-Baha was such a great blow ‘to-
Shoghi- Effendi that hé’ ‘became 111 fore he had fully
" recovered from the shock of bemg 50 suddenly separated'
~ from thé Master, he arnved in"the Holy Land to find out:
- that Abdu’l-Baha had given himi’ the crushing responsibi-
- lity of being the Guardian of the Cause of God. But when
_ God gives dnyone a task to accomplish in the world, He
 also gives: him the strength to carry it out.  After many
weeks spent in meditation and prayer, Shoghi Effendi was
-. \ready/to start his” great work in life. And God blessed
- him with’ dlvme wxsdom and mspu'atlon in every step he
| took for the promotlon of Has Cause S

N .

Durmg the 36 years of his guardlanshxp, Shogh1
Eﬁ‘endl had no other thought but. the progress of the

Cause.. -He worked day and night, did not spare himself

~ in any way." His personal life was very' s1mple, he seldom
‘had more than one meal in twenty-four hours, or slept
more than a few hours every night. ‘The rest of his time
was. given to his ever-growing work for the . -Cause of -
Bazha'wllah. Those. who:saw the ‘amount of work he

accomplished every day reahzed that it was only through
the power.-of God that a simple man could do so- much
_ day after day and year after year. L :

| ‘The enemies of the Cause who had hoped to carry out |
thelr evil des:gns after the passmg of Abdu’l-Baha soon
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reallzed that the Faith of Baha wllah was now guarded by .
the iron arms of Shogh1 Eﬁ’endl. It was he who taught_
the Baha is of the world how to work together so as to”
establish the World Order of Baha'u’llah, and how to carry

out the - instructions. of Abdu’l-Baha mentroned ‘in his
- Tablet of the. Divine Plan. In this Tablet whleh the :
Master wrote to the Baha’is before he passed away, he ealls
" upon them all to arise for the promotion of the Cause, to .
. forsake their homes and thelr .comforts, and ‘carry the
Message of Baha'w’llah to the far off corners of the world.
Shogh1 Effendi trained the Baha’i is_ for _years in order to
prepare them for this great task. - He . taught them how tof
work through their local and national Assembhes, because
unless_ the Baha’is learned to ‘work as a united body, it
would. be mpossxble for them to: accompllsh anyihmg...
- And when they were prepared . for the 'great undertakmg,'
the Guardian encouraged them to scatter throughout the
world and carry the banner of Baha’ u’llah to every. part of |
“the- globe. Under his drvme guidanoe, hundreds of Baha’
went out with the torch of Faith and settled m dxstant.

islands and terr.cories so as to ~rve the new Message to
people everywhere L :

) When' Abdu’l-Baha passed away: the Baha'i Falth had
spread . to 35 countries, but during the life. time of the
beloved Guardian, the Message: of Baha'v’llah was' carried
to.over 251 countriés of the world mcludmg all the places,
mentioned by Abdu’l-Baha in the Tablet of the Dmne Plan

In his Wlll and Testament Abdu’l-Baha had called
upon Baha’is of the world to arise for the service of” the
Cause, and not to rest for a single moment until they. had
established the banner of the Faithin every part of the
globe. Our dear Guardian carried ' out this request of the
Master throughout - his entire hfe and up to his very last
day in this world He passed away on the 4th of November,
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1957, in London where he had gone to purchase materials
for the construction of Baha'i Instltutlons in the Holy Land.
“The Gué.rdian left -us only after he was “sure that his
- - efforts during his 36 years of Guardianship had given the'
Universal Faith of Baha'wllah such a firm foundation
that his work could be carried on by the Baha'is when he

' had ‘gome. Like the perfect captain ofa boat, he'set the-

directions we were to follow and "gave us the ‘necessary
instructions before héwent away to rest. There could be
no danger of our losing the way because the direction and
the course we were to take were fixed by the Guardian .
" himself. ‘Under his- spiritual guidance this Atk of God
will surely reach its destination. During his lifetime, |
 Shoghi : Effendi drafted 2 " Teti-Year ' Plan which ended
in 1963. ‘According'to this Plan, all the Baha'is of the
world were to work closely together in taking the: Message

of Baba'wliahto the remaining islands and territories of
~thé globe where' the Baha'i Faith had not yet been estab-

“lished. “The Guardian himself supervised ‘the progress of
this Plan in'its earlystages and, before he passed away,
over 4200 Baha'i Centres had been established in -the
. world; while Baha'i literature had been translated into over

. 200 different languages. . L
" In the Holy Land—-the World Centre of the Faifli—the .
Guardian built a beautiful superstructure  over the Shrine -

ofthe Bab, and also an’ International Archives - building
where original Writings of the Bab and Baha'u'llah, as well
‘as’ other very precious relics are kept. These buildings
and. the lovely gardens surrounding them are one of the
most _beautiful spots in the world, and thousands of people
come'to visit them every year. D |

o _Shoghi‘ ,ftEﬁ‘e:n'clli cohiplétéd .' his ys}oljk by appointing 27
~ Hands of the Cause whom he called the “Chief Stewards”

-
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‘of the Faith and to whom He gave the responsibility of -
. Protecting the Cause and . spreading the Teachings of
‘Baha’w’llah. When the Guardian passed away, the Hands

of the Cause elected.a body of 9 from among themselves

to remain jn the Holy Land and see to the work .at the
World Centre. These were called the Custodians. The
- rest of the Hands scattered throughout the ‘world to help

in completing the Guardian’s Ten-Year Plan.

- Theend of the Ten-Year Plan in 1963 marked a new
milestone - in the history of the Baha'i Faith. A full
century ‘had passed since the ‘day when Baha'w’llah pro-
claimed His Mission, and the Baha’is of the world elected |
the first = International House of - Justice—that Supreme
Body which Abdu’l-Baha has assured us will be under the -
direct guidance of God and infallible in all its decisions.

To celebrate this occasion Baha'is of the world -were
called to a great feast in London from 28th April to
2nd May, 1963. Over 6200 people from all over the world
- attended this great festival. The unity of mankind was
embodied in this grand celebration. Peoples of so many
races and backgrounds in their national costumes formed a
beautiful garden of Baha’w’llah. ‘That colourful audience
~ in the Baha’i World Congress were indeed the most befitt-
ing bouquet that we could offer to the precious memory of
Shoghi Effendi, our beloved Guardian who had provided
for us the Ten-Year Spiritual Crusade potent with so many
victories and achievements. -

- Thanks to the uatiring and ceaseléss efforts of the
beloved Guardian, the Baha'is of the world are well
prepared for this tremendous new development in the
progress of the Cause of God. Shoghi Effendi, as Abdu’l-
Baha foretold when he was still a child, did indeed raise
the Cause of God to great heights !
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Oneness of Mankmd

Baha’ u’llah has taught us the Oneness of Mankmd
_All' human- bemgs are children of one God. = If we believe .

in one Heavenly Father, then we must accept each other

as brothers and srsters, as members of one famﬂy—-the
famﬂyofMan._,. - L

Before Baha’ ’llah brought us the hght of unity,’ there

were many causes Wthh made men thmk they were
different from others.” Some’ people thought that because
the colour: of thelr skin was ‘white, they were better than
those who were black or: yellow or brown. - Baha’u’llah
 said this'is Hot true.- Man is not dlﬂ'erent ‘because ‘of his
colour; :If they are drﬁ‘erent, it is‘because they havc recerved
different degrees of educatxon ‘and not becanse" they ‘have
dlﬂ'erent colours of skin: " The drﬁ'erent coloured: peoples of

the world: are like the dlﬁ'erent kinds of flowers you find
. in a garden. If all the ﬂowers of a garden Were .of the same
colour, it would not be so beautiful. Baha u’llah said -

God is like a kind Shepherd for Whom' the whxte ‘sheep
are no better than the brown or the black God loves us

] all - no matter what the colour of our skm may be or whlch :

part of the world we may come from.‘ Why should ‘we,
‘ then, look upon each other as strangers T Baha u’llah -has

kindled such love in the hearts of H1s followers that they' ’

feel Iike members of the same. famrly even though they

come from all the countnes of the world In Hls Wntmgs, :

‘Baha u’llah says:

“O ‘well-beloved ones' The tabemacle of umty'
hath been raised; regard ye not. one another as’.

strangers. Ye are the fruits of one tree, and the
' 'leaves of one branc o ' '

—
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“Be ye as the fingers of one hand, and the members
of one body. Thus counselleth you the Pen of
Revelation.” - - o

. Abdu’l-Baha has wntten

" “Among the teachings of His Hohness Baha u’llah "
 is the oneness of the world “of humanity ; that all
- human beings are the sheep of God and He is the
- kind Shepherd. This Shepherd is kind to all the -
... sheep, because. He created them all, tramed _them, -
.. provided for them and protected them. There is,
1o doubt that the shepherd is kind to all the sheep
, and should there. be among these sheepignorant -
... --ones, they must be educated; if there bechildren,
- they must be trained - until they reach maturity; if .
- there be sick . ones, they must- be cured.  There
mustbeno hatred and enmity, for as by a kind
- physmlan these 1gnorant, -gick ones should be
,qtreated” ; . ST Cme :
: Let us pray for the umty of mankmd
- “0 my God, 0 my God !Umte the hearts of,:,
'Thy servants, and reveal to them Thy greatpurpose N
_May they follow Thy commandments and abide in
Thy law. 'Help them, o God ‘in their endeavour, .
~ and grant them strength to serve Thee. O God,
. leave them not to themselves, but gmde the1r steps .
" by the light of Thy knowledge and cheer their
| "hearts by Thy love . Verily, Thou art their Helper ,'
' and their Lord. s : ,.
. | ' Bahwv'lah

. | Removal of Pre]udwe

Baha'i’llah teaches that all forms of prejudloe must be
forgotten, whether it is national. prejudice or racial pre-

RN
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Jud1ce or rellglous pre_]udlce As Iong as people clmg to
“prejudice, we wﬂl not have any peace on earth '

~ All the wars that - we - have had :in the past all the -
murders and the bloodshed, have been due to prejudice of
some kind. People have fought over their..country or
their religion, bringing destructlon to the world and death
to millions of then' fellow humans Abdu’l-Baha says

““If this prejudrce aad enmity are on aocount of
religion. (cousider that) rehglon should be the cause
of fellowship, otherwise it is fruitless. And ‘if this
‘prejudlce be ‘the prejudice of natxonahty (eonsnler '
"that) alf mankind are of one nation; all have sprung
~from the tree of Adam, and' Adam is the ‘root of

~the ‘tree, That tree is orié 4nd all these nations are

- like branches, while the mdmduals of humamty are’
hke leaVcs, blossoms and frmts thereof Then the -
establxshment of various natlons and the consequent
sheddmg of blood and destructron of the ‘edifice of

" humanity result from hun:m 1gnorance and selﬁsh

- motives. :

“As to the patnotlc prejudice, thls is also due to
absolute 1gnoranoe, for the surface of the earth is
one native land. - Every one can livei in any spot on
the terrestrial globe. Therefore all the world is
- man’s blrthplace These boundnes ‘and outlets -
have been dewsed by man In the creation such
boundnes and outlets were not assrgned Europe
is one continent, Asia is one continent, Africa rs
_one continent, Australia is one continent, but some
.of the souls, from personal motives and selﬁsh
' mterests have d1v1ded each one of these con-
tinents and consrdercd a certain part as their own
country God_has set up no frontier ‘between
Fronce and Germany ; they are conunuous Yet,
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 in the first centuries, selﬁsh souls, for the promo-
tion of their own interests, have asslgned o
boundries and outléts and have, day by day,
- attached more importance to these, until this led
to - intense enmity, bloodshed and rapacity ‘in .
subsequent centuries, In the same way this will -
- continue indefinitely, and if this conception of.
-patriotism remains limited within a certain circle, -
it will be ' the primary cause of the world’s
f,destructlon. . No wise. and just person will acknow-
'ledge these imaginary dlstlnctxons. Every limited
- area whlch ‘we call our natlve country we regard as
our motherland whereas the terrestnal globe 1s the
motherland of all and not any . restncted area.
In short for a few days we live on th1s earth and
Aeventually we are. buned in 1t, it is our eternal
~tomb Is it worthwhﬂe that we.. should engage
- in bloodshed and tear one another to pxeces for
Ahis eternal. tomb 2 ‘Nay, far. from _it, neither is
God pleased wrth snch conduct nor would any
sane man approve of 1t. :

| .“Conslderl The blessed ammals engage 'in no |
vpatnotrc quarrels. ‘They are-in the utmost fellowsh1p -
w1th one another and 11ve together m harmony.

| ‘from the West ‘a dove from the North and a dove

from - the South chanoe to arrive, at the same -
txme, in one spot, they 1mmed1ately -associate in
harmony So is it with all' the blessed ammals
‘and birds. But the ferocious ammals, as soon as
they meet, attack and’ ﬁght mth each other, tear
“each other to pleces “and it is nmpos31ble for them
to live peaceably together m oné spot. They are all
unsoclable and ﬁerce savage and comba tive fighters.”
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- Search After Truth

When a child is born in a a Christian fan:u]y, he becomes
a Christian. . When the parents are: Muslims the children
also become Mushms, 1f they 'are Hmdus Aheir . children
become Hindus. - Why? Because most of -the. people . of
 the world go on 1m1tatmg their f orefathers, and as. long as.
~ this kind- of blind imitation is carried on, people cannot
become united. They fight over their: imitations. Evety-'
one claims that he hasgot the truth and all others are in
the wrong. People seldom stop to thmk that -had they
been  born into’ some other family with other beliefs, they
‘would have thought quite d1ﬂ‘erently from what they now
believe to be the only true way E

Baha u’llah teaches that T:uth lS one. If the people of "
the world would stop . lmltatmg then' fathers and search
after Truth for themselves, they would all - reach the same
conclusion and become united. . The dlﬁ‘erent peoples are’
like chﬂdren ‘'who hve in different houses and look at the
sun through cov\ured ‘window _panes.. But.as the colour
“of the panes ‘in each house is dxﬁ‘erent from that of the
other houses, one child is lookmg at the sun through green
glass and thinks the colour of the. sun is green, while
another chxld is looking through blue glass and thinks it is
blue, and a thn'd child believes the sun to be red because
~ his window panes are. red. ‘These children may. even
quarre] over the colour. of the sun, each believing what he
sees t0 be the right colour. But if they ‘would'stop look-
ing at the sun through their little wmdow panes, and step
- outside into the open, they would all see the true colour
of the sun and have nothmg to fight over. | |

Baha'w’llah is calling upon 'the chxldren of men to step
out of the houses they have mhented from thexr great-
grand-parents and stop looking at the sun through coloured
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- window panes For the sun we are lookmg at is the
same sun, and once we remove the coloured glass from
- before our eyes, we will all see it i in its true colour.

God expects us to think about what we' believe instead

. of following a certain belief for no better reason than
- that ‘our forefathers have beheved that- way for many
generattons. If we all search after ‘Truth for ourselves,
.- we will come to see that Truth is one; it can bring-us all’

' ‘together and make us forsake the dlﬁ‘erences of the past.

._A Abdu’l-Baha says:

......the divine. rehglons ‘of the Holy Mamt‘esta--r. e
tlons of God .are in’ reality . onethough in name .
and nomenclature they differ. ' Man must be a lover -
~ of the hght no matter from what day-sprmg it may
" appear.” "Hé must be & lover of the rose no’ matter
. in” what soil it may' be" growing. ‘He must be a
. seeker of the' truth ‘00 matter from what source it
" comes. - Attachment to the lantern is not loving -
. the hght. Attachment to theearthxsnot befitting
7 but enjoymeit of the rose ‘which develops from -
~ the soil is'worthy. - Devotion to the tree is profitless’
“but partaking of the froit “is beneficial. Luscnousf’
: frmts 0 matter upon what tree they grow or
. where they may be- found must be enjoyed 'Thé -
" “word of truth: no matter which “tongue utters' it -
 must be- sanctioned. * Absolute" weritiés no imatter
-~ in ‘what book they be -recorded “must be accepted A
" If we harbour prejudice it wﬂl be: the" cause of .-
- deprivation and lgnorance “Thé * strife between |
" 'religions, nations and races arises from misunder- -
- standing. If we mvesugate the. religions to dlscover'
_the prmclples underlymg thetr foundations we will
“find they agree, for the fundamental reahty of
them is one and ‘not multtple "By this mean the
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religionists of the world will reach their pomt of

umtv and reconcxhaﬁon ' ’~_ o

At another place Abdu’l-Baha says

~ sAlas! that humamty is compIetely submerged 1n
- imitations and unrealities notmthstandlng the trnth'

of divine religion has ever remamed the same.

Superstitions _have . obscured - the fundamentar.'—‘

reality,  the. world is. darkened: .and- the. light of
religion is not apparent ‘This darkness is eondncxve

to differences and dissensions; rites and. dogmas. are - 1
- many. and various;. therefore dlSCO!d has arisen -
-‘among the religious systems whereas rehglon 1is for

the umﬁcatxon of mankind. - True rehglon 1s the

;_ souree of love and agreement amongst ‘men, the :
' fcause of the development of pralseworthy qualfties
:,but ‘'the people are helding ‘to the: counmfelt and .
., imitations, negligent of the Teality which’ ‘unifies; S0
. they are bereft and deprived of the radiancé of -
religion. - "They follow" ‘superstitions “inheritéd from" "
their fathers ‘and ancestors. To such an ‘extent
has thls prevalled that they have taken away the . |
heavenly light of divine truth and sit’ in ‘the ‘dark~ .
ness _of initations and lmagmatxons < That whlch
'was ‘meant to be conducive to life has become the :
cause of death; that which should ‘have been an
evidence of knowledge is now a proof’ of 1gnorance,.

that whxch ‘was a factor i in the sublnmty of human

nature has proved to be its degradatiomn. Thetefore '
the’ realm of the religionist has gradually narrowed.
and” darkened and the sphere of the mnaterialist has.

. widened and advanced; for the rehglomst has held

to imitation and counterfent neglectmg and d1seard-,}
ing holiness and the sacred reahty of rehglon.'
When the sun sets 1t 1s the t1me for bats to ﬂy.
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They come forth because they are creatures of the..
night. When the lights of rehglon become darkened
the materialists appear.  They are the bats of night.
The decline of lehgion is their time of activity; they

-seek the shadows when the world is darkened and,_
clouds have spread over it.

““His Holiness Baha’ ’llah has risen from the eastern
honzon Like the glory of the sun He has comeinto the
- world. He has reflected the reality of divine rehglon, ‘
dispelled the darkness of imitations, laid* ‘the: foun-
datlon of new teachmgs and resuscltated the wor]d

“The ﬁrst teachmg of Baha u’llah is the mvesttga-e

- tion of reality. Man must seek the reahty him-
self forsaking . nmtatlons and adherenee to ‘mere
hereditary forms... As the nations of the world a:e‘

- following 1m1tatlons in lieu.of truth and as imita-
tions. are many and various, - dlﬁ'erences of behef '
‘have been productive of stnfe and. warfare. So

- long as these imitations remain, the oneness of the -
world of humamty is. 1mpos51b]e. Therefore we
must investigate the reahty in order that by its. hght .
the clouds and: darkness may be dlspelled Reahty |
is. one reahty, 1t does not admlt multiplicity or
dmsmn Ifthe natlons of . the world - mvestlgate '
. reahty they will agree and become united. Many

people . and sects Jhave sought reahty through
the guidance and teac__hmg' of Baha’ u’llah_ They '_
have become united and now live in a state of

. agreement and love, among them there is no longer
' the least trace of enmity and strife.” "

Unwersal Language

-One of the causes of m1sunderstandmg in the world is
that people cannot understand each other’s language.
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Every country has a different tongue and ~ when a’ p’e‘rSOﬁ
- goes from his own land to another part of the world, he
feels that he is among strangers. -~ =~

Baha’u’llah has come to unite all the peoples of the
world and make them like ‘members of the same family.
One of His: Iaws, therefore, is-that a common language
must be taught in every part of the world, so that every
person will learn that language besides - his own native
tongue. In this way, people will feel at home no matter
where they go because they can all understand’ edch other.

The difference in language sometimes ‘causes :mistinder-
standing which “may ‘even.lead _to. ‘dangerous  cenflicts.
Take the name of our Creator for example. In.the.Hindi
language He is -called Ishwara, in' Arabic Allal ‘and- in
English God. Ignorant people think that God is different
from Ishwara or Allah,-and. fight -with -each: othér over

these differcnt names. . When the people: can alt speak one

common, universe! language, they will come 't&: realize that
it is the same Creator . they are ail referring to. - This in
itself will remove a lot of :misunderstandings' fiom among
them. = | T
The Baha’is have so’ fartransfateditheMesvage of
Baha'v’llah into about 318 languages of the world because -
people do not know one common langiage, “When the
universal language is adopted in the world, it will become
much easier to give the teachings of Baha'wllah to differ-
ent peoples, and everyone. will be able to read the sacred
Writings of the Manifestation of God Himself,-in that

= language.j

Equality BetweenMen And W.or;ten o

H you cut off the feathers from one of the wings of a
‘Digzon, it will be unable to fly no matter GOW strong iis
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. ' other wmg may be beoause a bzrd needs two wmgs in
- Abdu’l-Baha says ‘ g

= “Humamty is hke a bird thh 1ts two wmgs——the
~ .- _one.is. man, the other swoman. Unl.ess ‘both: wings i
. - -arestrong and 1mpelled by some. common foroe, »the
. bmdcannot ﬂyheamward" R TR R S N S

'n a3 . ]
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L..%God has a'eated sall cteatures, in couples Man,
beast, or vegetable, -all -the. thmg +of :these three. -
- kingdoms are -of ‘two . sexeS, and therclsabsolute
equahty between them, s
o -.“In the vegetable world there are: ,-male plants and.
ﬁ:male plants they: have equal rights,: -and possess -

| mdeed the tree: thatbears fruit nnght be sald to be
- -superior t0 that WhICh is. unfnntful. ik e

. “In the ammal kmgdom we see that the male. and
L ‘thefoiﬁalehave equal nghts andthaftheyeach
o ',share the advantages of the:r kmd

, S “Now in thie two lower kmgdoms of naturé we have
 -Vseen that - there ‘is: 0" question of the-superiofity of

i | ‘one sex over the-other. . In the world of humanity -

. we ‘find'a great’ dxﬂ‘erence, 'the Femiale sex is treated

, / - as though inferior, and is not allowed equal rights

: : and privileges. . This condition is due not to nature
but to education. In thé Divine Creatlon there isno

such distinction. Neither sex is superior to the other .

in the sxght of God. oo

anequal share of the, ‘beauty of their:species ;:though . - |
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God has ereated us all as human beings, and it makes
" no difference to Him whether we are men or women. Toa
lovmg parent sons and daughters are equal]y dear. o

4 Abdu’l-Baha says that men and women both “belong

to humankmd and that i in the estlmatto.n »bf God -they are
equal, for each is the complement of the other in the. dlvme
creative plan. - The only distinction between them -in the
- sight of God-is the purity and righteousness of their deeds
- and actlons, for that one is preferred by God who is

. most nearly in the spmtual 1mage and hkeness of the
Creator ” o v \ L

,“,.\'::-' :

Sinee God’s bog,mty reaches man and woman ahke, we

shonld make no. dlstmctlon between them. The dgtles of a
man in a commumty may  be. dlﬂ‘erent from those of a
‘ woman but theu' nghts and pnvxleges must be equal We '

man’s. In the past women drd not have the same educatlon
and opportunities us men, that is v"*y they were not able '
to develop the:r dlﬁ'erent capacltres ‘

.‘_,

When Baha’is are electmg then' assembhes eVery year,
the members they choose are those who are most sincere
and capable It does not make any dlﬁerence ‘whether they "
are men or women. - We should always ‘remember that
God looks to. the heart and character of a person and not ,
the sex. : |

: Abdu’l-Baha says

ui-

“One whose thought is . pure, whose educatxon is
superior; whose scientific. attainments are greater,
whose deeds of ph1lanthropy excel, be that one man
or woman, white or colored is entitled to full nghts
‘and recognition ; there is no differentiation whatso-

23
VV\.I
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Unwersal Educatwn

.One of the teachmgs of Baha’ ’Hah is that every
child—boy or girl—must receive an educatxon. If the
- parents neglec,t the education. of ‘their ‘children, - they are
. responslble before God Thls 1s the command of
’ Baha u’llah - 5
“Ttis decreed that evéry father st educate h1s
* sons and' daugliters - in léarning and'in writing.:i... -
* He who neglects'thdt which hath-béen commanded o
~(in. this matter) if he be rich, itis incumbent on

the trustees ‘of the House. of Justroe to recover.
,from h1m the amount requu'ed for the education of .

his_children ; otherwrsc (ie. if the parent be not
..'eapable) the mattér shall devolve upon the House
" of Justice..- Venly We have made it (the House ‘of o
| Justlee) an asylum for the poor and needy '

“He who educates hls son, or any other chlldren, 1t
is as though he hath educated one ‘of My chﬂdren

:iThe educatron of children, therefore, Js a compulsory.: -

| and bmdmg law for all Baha’as If the parents can aﬂ'ord.
~ to educate their ehrldren but neglect to do. so, then. the
Spmtual Assembly must force them to see to their eduea-l
" tion. But if they are poor, the Spiritual Assembly must
- provide for the education of the chrldren through the funds
of the commumty

Frbm the Words of Baha'u’llah it'is apparent that the
education of chddren isa sacred task He says :

- *“He who educates his son of any other chﬂdren, it”
is as though he hath educated one of My
children.”: o
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Is it not a privilege and great honour for us to educate
one of Baha’u’llah’s children ? 'We can receive this honour
if only we educate our own. chﬂdren or those of other

“people.

We cannot say that we need’ our young chlldren ‘to
work at home or take the cattle out to the pasture, so they
have no time to go to school. We must remember that
looking after the cattle or- working in the field is not a
command of God, but education is. I we do not obey
this command, we are: res{ponsible, Similarly, we cannoti
'say that our Chlld isa girl and a girl doesnot require
any education. "Abduw’l-Baha had said that although-. )
there is equality between the rights of men and women but
in the case of edueatxon, if pnonty must be | given, it must
be given to girls because they will become the mothers of
the future, and an educated mother can bnng up better
children . - . .

But educatlon accordmg to- Baha u’llah is not on}y fo-
learn how to read and write. Clnldren must be educated
in such a’ way th-+ they wﬂI be able to serve the human
race. At present chlldren who hve in dlﬂ'erent parts of
the world are being brought up to.be loyal to their own
country alone, and sometlmes hatred towards another
nation is engraved on theu' young mmds They ‘are
taught to be proud of bemg Germans or Arabs or Chinese
and made to believe that” thelr race, their rehglon or their
spec1a1 caste is the best in the world Aecordmg to the
Baha’i Faith this is not correct. The aim of education
must be to bring up men and women who believe that “the
earth is one country and mankmd its cmzens” and who
will give their love and their services to the betterment of
- the whole world. If people adopt this method of educa-

tion, it will take but one generatlon to establish the unity.
- of all mankind. :
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- Baha’ ’Hah-also says s -

" “Schools ‘must first train the children in the princi-
- ples* of ‘religion, so that the Promise and’ the
Threat, recorded in the books of God, may prevent -
~ them from. the things forbidden and adorn them -
_ with the mantle of .the commandments. . But this ..
. in-such a measure that it may not injure the children
. by resultmg m 1gnorant fanaucrsm and btgotry ”»

- Thrs means that ‘the spmtual valiles taught by the

Mamfestatlons of God, must. be the, basis_for every system_
of educatxon Only through spmtual enhghtenment can

. . . men become happm' in hfe, because they wxll learn to hve ,
: ' wrthout any prcjudtce towards thetr fellowmen and be full' i
| ot‘ hope and eonﬁdenee for the future. " B s

Educatxon must free us from superstmons and
- prejudices and also “from' the clutches of matcnahsm
Abdu’l-Baha wntes L S :

o "‘And among the teachrngs of H1s Holmess"' |
L Baha u’llah is man s freedom, that through the 1deal N
| ';;;,.Power he should be, free and emancipated. from
_ the captrvxty of the world of nature ; for as longas.
o "man 18 captlve to, naturc hc is a ferocrous ammal ,
| ‘as’ ‘the struggle for exxstenec is one of the exigenctes
" of the world of nature. This matter of the struggle
" "for existence is the fountain-head of all calammes'_j )

and is the suprcme aﬂirctlon

| | | " No Baha i should ever depnve his ch'ldren from acqulr-
| o ing true knowIedge for aecording to Baha u'llah g

‘ s “Knowlcdge is hke unto wings for the bemg (of
. | .man). and’ is like “a’' ladder - for - ascending. To -
| | ' acqmre knowledge is mcumbent upon all, *but of
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those sciences which may profit the people of the
earth, and not such sciences as begin in mere words
and end in mere words. The possessors of sciences

~"arid arts have a great right among the _people of the

world. Indeed the real treasury of ‘man is his A_
knowledge Knowledge is the means of honour,_'
. prosperity, joy, gladness, happmess and exultatron »

| Relzgwn And Scrence Must Work Together |

God has given us the power: of thtnkmg 50 that we

may be different from. the animals. - Because man can use
“his mmd he has been able to progress down the ages, and'

to hve very drfferently today than he used to thousands of
years ago. New discoveries and ‘inventions have made it

possible for . people. to hve m better homes and to fight

against drSease and 1gnorance But J.n‘atenal progress is of
little use to us. if we do not progress spmtually also..: ' God

‘has given us - rehglon to. help us | along -our- spmtual

progress. Science -without . rellglon can do -a lot of
harm, but relr M wrthout science . can also ‘cause
trouble. ‘For the. real progress- of human race, both

are. ‘necessary- together Science and relxgron must go hand
in hand. F

Science- provides us Wlth the. tools and. religion tells us
how to use them. -An axe or a sickleis 4 ‘very ‘useful thing

if we use it correctly. Butifa murderer géts hold of an

axe or a sickle, that same useful tool becomes a dangerous

‘weapon. The trouble with the world today 1s that science

has provided tools for people who use them as weapons
because they have no religion to teach them how to make
the. best use of these tools.. On the other hand, if we
forsake science and stop using ' our mind and reason

altogether, religion will become nothmg but ignorance and
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a superstmon, .and therefore harmful to the people of the
world. SR SR A

In the past people have thought that rehg:on ‘and
‘science could not work together, but Baha’ ’llah teaches
that true rehgron isin agleement thh true sclence. He

- tells us that our hearts and our mmds can accept the same
" truths. . S

N We wﬂl conclude thxs chapter thh a wonderful qnota-
.' 'txon from a talk by Abdn’l-Baha s L

“GOd made rehgmn and smence to be the o
- ~meo.s,ure‘.."....ot‘ our’ understandmg._ Take hwd -
~ “that you neglect not such a WOndelful power.;'.f B
| Welghauthmssmthlsbalance T o

B “Put all: your behefs into harm0ny w:th science’s 1
L thereeanbe no zopposmon, for truth is: on3;- When* o
- *religion, shorn: of its - superstmons, tradxtrons and” - -
. . unintelligent: dogmas, - ‘shows its oonformrty ‘with -

. science, then ‘will there be a great’ unifying, cleans~ " -
-~ --..ing foroe in the world, which. will sweep before it .
...l wars,. dtsagreements -discords and struggles-—and RN
-, then will- mankind be umted ul the power of the»j."‘»'
love ofGod R .,

| Extremes af Wealth & Poverty Must End

Baha u’llah tells us that He prefers Justlce to everythmg
'else m the world | ‘

B “OSonot‘Splri’tl A
N “I’he best beloved of all thmgs in’ My s:ght is

Justrce, turn. not- away therefrom 1f thou des1rest
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Abdu”l-Baha‘ says : 4

“One of the most 1mportant panelples of the
. Teachmg of Baha u’lla,h is: , S

. “The right of every human bemg o lns dally
bread whu'eby he exxsts or the equaﬁsanon of the
means of Ilvehhood ' .

- :..-“The an'angements of the cxrcumstanoes of the L
- .- 'people -must be such- that poverty shall dlsappear -
- .that every one, as far as possible; ~according . to his.

' ,rank and posmon, shall share in oomfort and well-. :
| _.“We see amongst us men who are overburdened,,‘_;_’

with riches on the one ‘hand, andon theotherthose
‘pafortunate -ones who starve with: nothing:; those
" whoj possess several stately. palaoes. anduthose, who
~ have not. yvhere 40 - hytheu'head Somemﬁnd L
- 'with- numerous courses of cowyandduntyfood -
- whilst: othexs .can” sca:oely fmd sumctent ‘ciusts to
" " ‘keép them' ahve “Whifst' ‘some dre clothed in - -
" velvets, furs and fing: linen, others have imuﬁc:ent,?' -
~ poor and th1ngarments ‘with wh1ch to prbtect them e
 “from the cold. LR o

. “This condmon of affaifs is’ wi'oqg, and must be |
remedxed ‘ e ,

Certamly, some bemg enormously nch md others
lamentably poor, an organisation  is ‘necessary to
control . and 1mprove this state of affaits. It is
. 1mportant to limit nches, as it i is also of 1mportanoe
o }to limit poverty.: Exther extreme is not good.

...When we see poverty allowed to reach "a -
condmon of starvation it is a sure sxgn that some-. . .




where we shall find tyranny. -Men must bestir -
themselves in this matter, and no longer delay
in altermg condxttons whlch brmg the mlsery “of
grmdmg poverty to a very Iarge number of the
people...._.., RS |

There are a number of wonderful laws and teachmgs m‘
" the Baha'i Faith for the creation of abalanced society
whete there are no extremes: of wealth or:poverty. - Many
of theselaws must' be put irito practice by the Govern-
ments of the world, but the basic-solution of the ' economic
problems of today depends ‘upon the mdmdual ‘Baha’is
are encouraged to make every . effort towards ‘aterial as
well as spmtual advancement,» but they should never forget
these Words of Baha u llah

| “The essence -of wealth is. love for Me. Whoso
Toveth Me'is the possessor of all things; ‘and he that
_Ioveth Me not is, mdeed of the poor and needy '

| True wealth for a Baha i then is the love of God m hlS
"one can take away from h1m, matenal nches wrll *no't be -
- .of great value in  his:.eyes and -outward:. poverty. cannot
become the cause of his unhappmess Baha u llah says :

*Q-Son of My Handmald !,

'«Be not troubled in poverty nor conﬁdent in nches,
" for poverty is :followed- by. nches, and nches .are
followed by poverty R S S SR E T

Once our hearts are detached from the riches of this
world, it becomes easy for us to share our wealth with -
those who are in need and ‘this' is “what ~Baha’u’llah
expects: His followers to do. In one . of the - Tablets of
Abdu’l—Baha 'we read : SRR
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“Among the teachmgs of Baha’u’llah is voluntary
sharing of one’s property with others among man-
kind. This voluntary sharmg is greater -than .
(legally imposed) equality, and consists in this, that

~ one should not prefer oneself to others, but rather
should sacrifice one’s life and property for others.
‘But this should. not be mtroduced by coercion so

- that it becomes a. law ‘which man is cOmpelled to
follow. Nay, rather, man “should” volgmtanly and.
of his own chmce sacnﬁce his. ptopetty and life for

others, and spend willingly for the poor Just as is
done in Iran among the Baha s © T

No ‘matter how poor a person may be, he can still ‘find
others who are poorer than himself and wrth whom he can
share what he has. To the rich Baha’u’llah says :

“0 Ye Rich Ones on Earth b

w <

s “The poor in your mldst are My trust guard ye
My trust, and be ‘not mtent only on your own
" ease.” - |

He warns them not to forget those. who are in need for
they wxll be pumshable if they are selﬁsh

“O Chlldren of Dust !

“Tell the nch of the mxdmght S1ghmg of the poor,
Iest heedlessness lead them into the path of destruc- a
tion, and depnve them of the Tree of ‘Wealth. To

give and to be generous are attnbutes of Mine : well

is it with him that adomest hxmselt‘ Wlﬂl My
vutues » ~

Although tbe rich are .called upon to - give of their
riches, Baha’u’llah forbids the poor to beg. He says that
they must strive to earn their own hvmg putting thelr



76 _. |
trust in the Almighty. Every individual is called upon to
“pursue his profeeslon and w.lhng in thls world to
hold......” . .

We must never envy those who have more. money than -
we do, for Baha u’llah says :

“O Son of Earth ! .. <.

- “Know, verlly, the heart wherem the least ramnant |
- of envy'yet Imgers, shall never attam My everlast-
ing dominion, nor mhale the sweet savours of
| holmess breathmg from My kmgdom of sanctlty »

| ,And again : -
. %0 My Servaht !

“Purge thy heart from mahce and mnocent of
envy, enter the divine court of holmess :

We. must know that wealth m 1tse1f is not a_ v1rtue It
.can become a dangerous thmg. Baha’u’llah says that God
tests men w1th gold, ]ust as gold 1s tested by fire. He also

says :

“Know ye in truth that Wealtﬁ is a m13hty barner |
between the ‘seeker and hlS des1re, the lover and hls'
beloved. The rich; but for a few, shall in no  wise
 attain the court of His presene‘e nor enter the city
of ‘content and re.ugnauon. Well is it then wuh_
him, who, being' rich, is not hmdered by his riches
from the eternal kmgdom nor déprived by them of
imperishable dommnon By the Most Great Name !
The splendor of such a wealthy man shall illumine
the dwellers of heaven, even as the sun enhghtens
the people of the earth.” '

Our object i in life, therefore,: should not be gathering
wealth so as to enjoy a short life of comfort in this world.
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" Material nchescan proﬁt us only after ‘we' have acquired, '
- spiritual -'wealth and come -to know ourselves and the '
purpose ofour lives in this world SRR L

_~Baha’u’llah has. wr;tten | o |

~ “Man should know hrs own self and know those

~ things which lead to: Ioftiness :or to ‘baseness; to
-shame ‘or- to- honour, to :affluence’ 'Or to' poverty.
.Aﬁermanhasreehzedhxsownhemgandbeeome |
mature;" then for. him: wealth -is needed. -If this -
wealth is acqmred through a eraft and profeasxon, it
is approvabte and: worthyt of .praise to men:of
wisdont, especrally to. those servants: ‘who “arise to

_ train the world and beautlfy the souls of
natlons. PR S A L

' Whether we,possess the rxches of thfa world .or not et
us remember that we can all be splritually rich’ 1fwelet'
‘the love ofGod enter into' our hearts.. This is. what God '
tells every one of us through Baha u’llah S

i § created thee nch why dost thou brmg thyselfi |

. dost thou abase thyself ? Out of the essence of
?'knowledge I gave thee bemg, why seekest -thou "

o enhghtenment from dnyone beside Me? Out of .
* “the ‘clay of IoveI- ‘mpulded thee, how ‘dost thou"
’ busy thyself with another ? “Turh thy" snght unto-
thyself, that thou mayest find Me standing within

‘ "thee, mlghty, powerful and self-subsmtmg oo

Happrness B

~"One of Baha’u’llah’s great bountles to-us is the joy and_
happiness . He has - -created in our hearts. . We are - joyful
because the love of God is within us. We are happy
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because we know the meanmg and purpose of our short
lives ‘on this earth. We. rejoice because we have found our -

Beloved, and through the influence of His -creative Words
are now at peace: with. the rest of humamty :

| Baha vllah says

«0- My friends that dwell upon the ‘dust ! Haste
forth -unto. your. . celestial : -habitation. . - Announce
unto. yourselves the joyful tidings | - He Who is:the
Best-Beloved: -is. come ! "He hath' crowned : Himself
with the- glory .of: God’s - Revelation ;- and .hath

~ unlocked to the. face of men - the - doors of His'

ancient Paradise. “Let all eyes - rejoice, and let. -

- everyear be gladdened for now is the time to gaze
on His beauty, now is the fit time to hearken to- Hts ,
_,vowe. Proclalm uato every longrng lover ‘Behold
your Well-Beloved hath ‘come among ‘men’ and to

- the messenger ‘of the- Monarch of love impart the‘

i ‘trdmgs ‘Lo, -the Adored One hath appeared' ’
‘arrayed in the fullness' of His glory! O ‘lovers of
His beauty ! - Tura the angutsh of your:; separatron 3
from H1m mto the j ]oy of an everlastmg reunion.”’

The Joy of havmg recogmzed the Beloved and hearken-

~ ed to. His voice fills the - heart of every Baha’i. Th1s great
| bounty was felt by- the thousands of. Baha'i martyrs who

were glad to give their- precmus lives' for the sake of their
Beloved. When'the " joy of ‘Faith takes. _possegsion. of our

" heart, nothing on this’ earth can dlscourage us or make us .

unhappy. Poverty, sickness and hardship can be forgotten
when the love of God and His creatures is in our. hearts.

Abdu’l-Baha often made mentron of this continuous -

happiness which he felt even when he was lrvmg in prison .
under very severe conditions. He wrote :
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“1 was happy ‘in -imprisonment. I was in the -
~ utmost elation, for I'was nota criminal, they had
. imprisoned me in the path of God...I was happy
" that-“praise ‘be:to’ God—I was.a prisoner ‘in’ the
' ~Catisé of God, that my life was riof ‘wasted, thatit
. Was spent in'the' DiVine  service vice. Nobody'‘who =
- 8aW_me jimagined .that I was in _prison. - They.

beheld me in the utmost joy, complete thankful-

o the'

ness. and ‘health, ‘paying ‘no atterition
v prisoﬁ'\’“, ; l..-' _ ’ A . R oY e "

’

e £

~ The héﬁpi_ﬁess thicb cobrvlr,levs ihro_ilgh_v the love we feel
for God ‘and our fellow creatures makes us more - worthy

- Of giving praise to the. Almighty. and. of receiving: His

blessings. ;Baha'v’llah has written ;: . : ..z . |
T ) I T . I .'..:'... o
bl ,',":'?i'-".:-b (DR P HLATERNrOY ’
" "OSenofMan! . T

“Rejoios i the gladness of thine ‘ieart," that ‘thou
mayest b worthy to -see-Me and to mirror forth
My bemuity. - - EEEEE
Baha'is. should .always reflect the radiant light of
ha p“}?sst HOW can Webc, unhaPPY Wheﬂ We l'%d
these wongerful Words of Bahawllah: =~ -

“With .the - joyful tidings of light I hail thes ;

rejoice. To: the Conrt of Holiness. I summon, thee;:
‘abide therin. that. thou mayest live in peace for °

evermore.” |

- Bab@’w'llah ‘says that the heart is the seat of God,
When the heart has known the joy of receiving its Beloved,
10 happiness on earth can: compare with it, The wealth
of the world cannot add to this happiness, nor.can the.

\
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lack of prospenty become a cause of SOTTOW to such a
" heart. ' o

The joy whrch comes wrth the pleasures of thxs world
is not true happiness. because it.does not endure, and
Baha’u’llah tells us not to be aﬂ‘ected by it:

“O son of Man !

| “Should prosperrty befall thee, rejorce not and:
should abasement come upon thee, gneve not - for
both shall- ‘pass away and be no ‘more.’

| . Abdu’l-Baha says

“When a man is - thirsty he dnnks water. When he’
is hungry he eats food. But if a man be not thn'sty,
water gives him no pleasure and "if his hunger be
already satisfied, food is distasteful .to him. This is
not so with sprntual enjoyment. Spmtual enjoy-.
_ment- bnngs always. Joy. The love .of God bnngs
endless happiness. These are Joys in themselves and
not alleviations... - "

“God created inus a’ drvme holy spmt-—-the human‘
spirit. with its mtellectual powers which are above:' -
-~ the powers of nature ‘By this “we enjoy the
ecstasies of the spirit and see the world illumined...
This power drstmgulshes you: above all other»
creatures, why do you' devote it only to your mate-
ridl conditions ? This is that which should be used
for the acquisition and mamfestatlon of the
- ~ bounties of God, that ye may establish the King-
dom of God among men and attain to happiness
in both worlds, the visible and the invisible.”

"

" Let us be happy because we are living in sucha
wonderiul age. Let us enjoy the paradisc which Jod a3
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prepared for us where men live as brothers, and where the
stnfes and drﬁ'erences of the past are forgotten. T

Let us reJolce m these words of Abdu’l-Baha

' ,“Glad Tldmgs' .

. For everlasting life is here
_Oyethat sleep, awake' o

" O ye heedless ones, learn w1sdom!

_ O blind, receive your sxght'

. O deaf, hear ! .

. O dumb, speak!

O dead, arise !

. ‘Behappy!l.

, Behappy! - .. . oo
'Befullofjoy.”_g . .

" Immortalzty

Our hves are very short. Twenty or thrrty years may
seem a long trme ‘when we are still very young, but when
~ we have left those years behind us, we ‘wonder how they
could” ‘have . gone by so swxftly The years, that li¢ ahead

of us will also pass like ﬂeetmg moments, and death wﬂl

soon overtake us all.

Is death the ‘end of everythmg for us ? No! The"
Baha i Fa1th teaches that death is not the end It 1s only,
‘a begmmng ‘Baha’ u’llah says -

-“O Son of the Supreme' I have made death a
messenger. of joy to thee. Whetefore dost thou
grieve? I made the light -to shed on thee. its

' "splendor Why dost thou vell thyself therefrom .

- Death is the beginning of our- sptntual Joumey towards
God Itisa re-bn'th—-a splntual re-birth.
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‘When our soul departsfrom our body, it continues to
live and progress in the- Kingdom of God. But it never
comes back to the earth in a material form.

A nightingale which has always lived in a cage does
not know any other place but the cage. It may ‘get
glimpses of a garden through the bars of its cage but the-
poor bird has no conception of freedom and has never
known the joy of flying in the green woods or the open
fields. If you open the door of the cage to set the bird
free, it may hop to a corner of the c_age and not want
to come out, and when you put your hand in to take the
bird out, it becomes frightened and tries to escape from
your hand. But once the bird is free, it soars high in the
open sky and sings among the green trees. It makes its
home in the flowered meadows and the perfumed woods,

and never comes back to a cage even if you offer 1t
thousands of golden cages

‘In the same way when the soul is bemg set free from

the cage. of this body, those who are not aware of the
| ngdom of God, and . -the happmess which awaits them
~ after they depart from thls life, find it very dlﬁicult to die.
| It is because they know of on]y the cage, and are unaware
of the heaven of God’s love and eternal mercy.

‘Those who have recognized the Manifestations of God
however, are sure of the immortality of the soul and

everlasting . life. Somebody asked Baha u’llah about life
after death, and this was His reply :

“And now concerning thy question regarding the
soul of man and ifs survival after death. Know
thou of a truth that the soul, after its separation
from the body, will continue to progress until it
. attaineth the presence of God, in a state and
condition which neither the revolution of ages and
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centuries nor the changes and chances of his
world, can alter. ‘It will endure as-long as the .-
Kingdom of God, His sovereignty, His dominion
and power will endure. It will manifest the signs .
of God and His attributes, and will reveal His
loving-kiridness .and bounty. The movement of
My Pen is stilled when it attempteth to beﬁttmgly o
. .describe the loftmess and glory of so exalted a
‘station.” e

Death is spmtual re-bxrth for. each one of 1 us. Let us
therefore be prepared to welcome ‘“the messenger ~of joy”
whenever it may knock at our door.

_ Heaven & Hell

If you plant a field in the proper season, water 1t
regularly and protect it from pests and bn'ds, yon wﬂl be
rewarded w1th a rich harvest. But 1f you do. not SOW your
seeds at the right time, and neglect to water the field, you
cannot. hope for a good crop. You will be. pumshable for
your negligence when the time comes to reap ‘the harvest
and who can be blamed for the loss except you yourself ?

Reward and punishment are necessary for the order of
the world. Reward and punishment are the natural conse-
‘quences of our own deeds. All the Messengers of the
past have tried to make us realize that what we do in -this
world does not only affect our lives here, but continues to
"bear results after our death. If our deeds are -good, they.

will produce good results and become - the cause” -of
everlasting happiness, if they are bad, they will bear evil
results and bring eternal suffering to us. It is not because
God wishes to take revenge on those who have done
-wrong, but because it is impossible to get good results
from bad actions just as it is impossible to have beautiful

-~



84

flowers in the garden when we have planted weeds. This
is what is meant by reward and punishment. But this
. essential. belief which has been taught in all rehglons has
been greatly mrsnnderstood

“The Manifestations of God have explamed the exis-
tence ‘of reward and punishment through symbols and
parables. ‘We have mentloned that the. Manifestations of
God are perfect Educators. A perfect educator must
necessarily teach .in a way that his students may under-
.stand or else there would be no purpose in his teaching.
To make people understand that they will have to account
for their deeds even after their life in this world is over,
God’s Messengers have pictured a life full of joy and
pleasure for the good, and spoken of torture and = misery
for the w1cked The pleasures and tortures they have
- ‘mentioned are those ‘that people ‘know  of in this world
’because 1t was the only ‘way to make people understand
~ the 1mportance of Thexr teachmgs on hfe after death

Toa sma]l chﬂd who asksabout knowledge the parent
may say that it is sweeter than anythmg he has ever
~ enjoyed. He does not mean, of course, that knowledge is

‘a kind of food which can be tasted, and when the child is
older, he will come. to- know what his parent meant by the
deseription he gave. Most. of the people in the world are
taking .the symbols:and pasables which the Manifestations
of God have used about life after death quite literally, and
do not realize that they were meant to illustrate spiritual
- “experiences. They have, therefore, set up an imaginary
hell and heaven, Some believe hell to be a horrible place
‘with fire, dlsease and homd devils in which sinners are
tortured for ever. And heaven, accordmg to them, is a

beautiful- garden full of delicious fruits and earthly
nleasures, Others believe that our smﬂs will returm to

} b daddhads 11
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this world at‘ter death as if there were no other place in
‘the whole of the universe except our little planet. They

say that we will come back in different forms, and that we
may even come as animals dependmg on the kmd of deeds
we have done in our hfe-trme

Whereas the Mamfestatlons of the past ‘have had to
speak of our expenences ‘after ‘death in symbolic terms,
Baha’u’llah’ says we are now ready to know the true mean-
ing of heaven and hell. The two 1mportant facts whrch we

must remember are these : |

. 1. Our souls are 1mmorta1 and contmue to 11ve after
our bodies are dead."

2. Our deedsin this world wilt produce their resulfs
~ even after the soul departs from.the: body.

The world into whxch the soul enfers “after departmg
from the body, is very different from the world we are
used to here. Abdu’l-Baha says it is as" different from  this
world -as our world is dtﬁ'erent from the womb of the
mother where a child 11ves before it is borr; And in the
same way: as a child prepares for his life in-this world by
developing his eyes, ears and limbs which he does not need .
in his mother’s womb, but without which he cannot live a
normal, healthy lif¢ here, we too, must prepare for a happy
life in the next world where our souls will be born into
after leaving’ this world. In thenext world- we are not.
going to need physical eyes and ears any more, but we will
need spiritual qualities which we.can acquire in- this world'
by following the teachmgs of God sent to us’ through Hrs
Messengers | o .

There is,. however, a great drﬁ'erence between the condr-' _
tion of a child in his mother’s womb and that of a person '
who is living ‘in this world. The unborn child is not'
responsible for his own development because he has no‘f
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.and obey, the laws ‘of God, ‘we . .
of hap,pmess in the next world and we wrll enjoy the state
" “which is spoken of 23] heaven. _Baha ull:ih "says that
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choice and cannot help hrmself in'any ‘way. But in this
world we .dre’ giveh the 'powen’ teschioose:: between right .

_ and ‘wrong, good  and bud ‘'We'are, therefore, responsible
for-‘our spiritual development, and if we fail to grow

strong and -healthy in stt, we, are going to be very
unhappy in the next world This state of unhappmess is
caﬁed hel] If on the ,other haual we stnve to understand'

heaven 1sneamess to God and hell wﬁemg depr,ived of

‘ become worthy of the eternal ilessmgs wlnch are prepared
'for us in the worldsto oome Sooon

“OSonof Bounty! S e e | .
| "Outof’thewwesof nOthmgness, \mhtheclay of .
My eommend 1. Mthee to.;appear,.and have;f
ordamed forxhy mimn&evety atom in ex:stence_, .
. and the sssenesbf tall: created things. -Thus, ero.
thou didst msue:frem thy moiher s womb, I destined

B wfortheetmfeunts;nfslums mllk,eyestowatch

over thee, and hearts to-love. thee, ‘Out .of My
lovmg-hndness,- “neath the shade of My mercy I
nurmre,dfﬁee dgqarded thee b thees’sence of .
My grace and “fa r}vdxﬁr. :And My. purpdse in‘all |
“wag that “thou " miiphtest ‘attain My’ everlasting
dormmon “and " bmme wortﬁy oi' My mvxsible_ ‘

']» fl ],,x RTRET S
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The Mamfestatwhs of Gad are endowed ‘with' great
powers They -are &bl ‘to ‘perform thmgs ‘that are

‘impéssible fof othér people t6 ‘do. The' greatest of their
‘miracles are Their " teachings, Their personal lives and the

infinence of Pheir words‘on thehearts of men for centunes
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: after They' °Themse1ves P imine left thie ‘wori&e These-
_mxraeles have been performed by all < the Mamfestatxons of
GOd K . 267 TP '

LI
:

The Messengers of Gog have had no worl&ly means '
or power W1th wh:ch to mguenoe peo' ) e_‘, angi They have'
always been gposed by fhe jfm'ces of fhe state and all the
powerful and “learned people of Their time. Those ‘who
ﬁrst beheved m Them have ‘been poor and fﬁw’sxgmﬁcanti
geople, thhout any worldiy posmon Tn splte of all ﬂns,
Then' ’Messme has spread and conqueted the’ world and_

w Civi story has been
repedted in every age, and with the commg of every-

- Mamfestatlon a new c1v1hzatxon has been esta‘bhshed in

the world.. When we hear of the. ancieﬂt’“l-lin&u""civﬂm-
tiod; or.the: civilizations “which the Jews on-%Chrisnans or
Mosletis devekopEd duriag the past. agés, we must remem-
ber thatnthe Founder of eachtof these. ;gm,t ' Mowements
was & “siigle ‘Messenpet :of God WhoyiieHis day,stood
alone"against . the forces-of the: ‘whole world;' and’still came
out victorious t What greater miracle dowte.ﬁeed to- prove
the ttuth of these Mamfestatiohs of God {s. - :

There are many people who believe t 1( the proof of
Prophethood ligs, in the, pert‘ormance of sbme- difficult task
which 18 usualiy expected ofa a maglcmn “The" followers of
each rehgxon relate ext;.a'wv_f ary thmgs af:out the Founder
of their Faith to prove that He was a true. Mamfestation -
of God. The Hindus say that one day- wi;en the baby
K:nsl;na_ was being carried by His father, His feet touched
- the river Jamuna. and. therwater immediately receded to
allow Him tp be carriegd,to the other side. g‘he Christians
say . that Christ, satlsﬁed the sunger of huudreds of people
with a few loaves of bread. Stnular mmchs - are . attgibu-

ted to Zoroaster, Budgha Moses_and.- Muhammad by
Their followers.
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‘Baha'is believe that 41l the Mamfestatlons of God have _
been capable of accomphshmg extraordmary thinigs; but

such deeds are.neither’ convincing to those who do ‘mot |
~ believe in Them, nor can they be. brought as. proofs to

Thexr Prophethood A Chnstxan, fon mstance, may tell -
aJewora Buddhist that Christ gave life to a dead person

‘but hxs words will have lxttle eﬁ'ect on the person. who

does not beheve in. Jesus, It certexnly w:ll .not convmee
him that. Ch;m, was. a. Mamfestatlon of. God.. _He. may
even .say that it is only the followers of Chnst who have
attnbnted ﬂns miracle to Hnn Even those who hved in
the days of Jesus did not beheve in Him because of His -
mxracles But 1t‘ the Chnstlan points. out how the beautxful
teachmgs of Chnst have brought eicrmal life:‘to millions of

. people vzho were spmtually dead or :efers to the samtly
- life of Chnst Himself which. had. msplred the. hearis of
'many generatlons of the human race, no One can deny it.
 The, life -of . Jesus' Christ and His teachings are Dby far

greatet mu'acles than His- “having raised to life one or two
people” who might havo lived for a few more years and

' dxedagam

- The Mamfestatlons of God are dlvme Physlczans What

- we should expect from, them is that they give us a’ pres-
: cnptlon whlch will cure our qpmtual ailments. ‘It is‘foolish

of us’to” expect them fo prove their Prophethood through

© the demonstratmn of maglcal performances ‘'We do’ not.

ask a  doctor who has come to prescribe fora patient to

_prove his skﬂl by jumping from the roof. The only way

the doctor can prove that he is indeed- what he claims to
be, is to cure his patient. “That is why Baha’u’llah, in spite
of the fact that those: Who were ‘with Him saw’ Him
accomplish extraordmary thmgs, ‘has forbidden Baha'is to
mention thém as proofs of Hls greatness. The Tollowing
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mcldent which occﬁrred when Baha’utpah was in Baghdad,
shows how valueless t‘hese so-called

- A councﬂ of Mushm dmnes who knew that they cculd |

not deny the Truth of B“aha’u llah through af ‘f_,_."'ent and :
logic, asked. Him, to. perform.a - miracle for  them;’ ’hopmg o
that Baka'uwllah would refuse- and. this. give them .an
B excusetc denounce Him. 'I’hey chose&neofthe greatest' |
Mullae from amcng themselves to dehver the message to

was not a phythmg and that He had not~ come to set up a "
magical show in order to please the whims ‘and fancies ‘of
the;people::. But. if they 'would-all decideé‘upon a.ceftain
thing, no:mafter-how impossihle it: might $éem, Baha’u'llah
would -accomplish: it ‘before :their: cyes; on edndmonjhat ,
- when the miracle was performed, the? woh!d all accept'
.HlmasthermlsedOne . '

 The Mullas dld, not accept the cong;ticn. They were |
afraid that ‘Baha'o’llah" mlght performy, the ‘mifacle and.
they’ wotld then have no’ excuse- fcr dengmg Hxs Claun .

So they dxspersed wnhout askmg Baha'u’llah fcr any »
mlracle L |

The mcxdent clearly shows that mmcles, even 1f
performed, do- not serve to prove anbthmg to, those who
have already decxded ‘todeny the  Truth. For those. who
-are Just in then' judgment and wﬂlingtaunderstand the
teachmgs of the Manifestations of God aﬁe in thenmelves'
true and lastmg miracles. . g

B Moral And Ethccal Teachmgs

One. of the: prmclples of the Baha’i Faith is that the

foundation of ‘all religions i is one. ' The moral prmclples of
~ all religions are certainly a part of the foundatxon of the
relxglons. Therefore they are similar. '




In’theteachmgs ofBaha”llah weﬁndveryhxgh'

. standards of ethrcs and personal conduct. We can say-that
almost all the teachmgs of Baha’ n’llah mﬂuence the perso-
nal conduct and behavxour of 1 man In the ‘Revelation of

, Baha’ u'llah there aré llterally thousands of Tablets revealed

by the Bab, Baha'w’liahaid Abdu’-Baha and in the

writings of Shoght Effendi settmg the pattem of Baha’
~ life based on’ punly of mind 4nd action.” We are not ‘able
to compilé’al such beautrful writings even m 8 large book
Nevertheless it s appropnate to have some ghmpees of
such beauﬁful wntmgs from ,1he Baha 1 Scnptures |

Readers have to contmue thelr studles and immerse

themselves in: the’ rmmeasurable ‘ocean. of - the Holy

Wiritings if they wish to hnng out such treasures and m- '

comparable gems.

Baha llah wntes to one of H1s own sons

- :“Be generous m prospenty and thankful m adver- L
-, :sity, .. Be . worthy of.the trust of thy ne:ghbour, and . -
.. look-upon him ‘with.a bright and friendly face. Be .-

‘_ "a treasure to the poor, an admonisher to the rich,

- an answerer -of the cry of the needy, a preserver of

< ‘the’ sanctlty of- thy . pledge Be fair in' thy judg-
- ‘ment, - and guarded in" thy speech. ' Be’ unJust to
“né man, ‘and show all tiiéekniess to all mien, Be a8

S a lamp unto them that walkm darkness, a joy-to-

- 'the'sorrowful, a- sea for the thu'sty ‘a haven for =
the distressed, an upholder and defender of the
~ victim of ‘oppression. - Let. mtegnty and .upright- - -
ness distinguish all thine acts. Be a home for the

. - stranger, - a.'balm " to ‘the “suffering; a tower of
. strength for the fugitive. Beeyes to the blind, and

. ; a guiding hght unto the feet of the erring. Be an

ornament to a countenance of truth, a crownto.

o .
. -
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the .brow of ﬁdehty ; .a pillar of the temple of
-nghteousness a breath of life to the body of. man-
kind, an ensign of the hosts of Justxce, a luxmnary
above. the horizon of vu'tue, a dew to the soil of
the human heart, an ark on the. ocean of know- L
ledge, a sun in the heaven of bounty, a gem on the

diadem of wisdom, a shining light in the - firmament

of thy generatron, a fnut ﬁpon the tree of humlhty.” .

We are givmg below some more quot”atxons from the

Holy Wntmgs pertaining to our personal ¢onduct : "
“All - men’ have been created to carry forward an
ever-'édvancmg mvmsatlon...,...To apt hke _the .
‘beasts of . the ﬁeld is nnworthy ot‘ man Those' ,
virtues that befit his dxgmty are . forbearance mercy,
compassion and loving-kindness towards all the
peoples and kmdreds of the earth :

“To transgress the lmnts of one s own rank and
_station is in no wise permiee ble. 'I’he m‘tegnty of
_ every rank and station' must needs be preserved
By this is meant that every created thing' should be -
“viewed in the light of the statron it lrath been
ordamed to occupy » . :
R | -—BAHA‘U’LLAH

e e

' “Chanty is beloved and acceptable before’ God and
'is accounted the chief’ among all good deeds. '
Indeed, this blessed world is, in this connection, a
Sun among worlds. Blessed is he who" prefers his

brother before himself ; such an one js. of the people
of Baha. s



“They who' are possessed of richesy must’ have the
utmost regitd for thé poor for great 'is the: honour
destined by God ‘for:those poor Who are steadfast
. ~ in-patience....;. +.Thege s, gp- hanour, except what
. God mgy’ please, {0, beptow, that can, compare to
this honour. - Great is the blessednese awaltmg "the
poor that endure panenﬂy and, coneeal ‘their suffer-
 ings, and well is-it ‘with. the -rich-who bestow " their
riches on 4he needy and mefer tb@m before them-
o selves.’?_ R T
B | . --%AHA’U’LLAH
L . T
“‘To Iook dfter the sxck is one of the greatest dutres'
Every soul who' becomes srck .the other fnends
should certamfy oﬂ'er the lee (of servrce) in_ the
_ utmost kmdness

N -"-ABDU’L-BAHA

“We, verily, have chosen courtesy, and made it the

_ true mark of such as are nigh unto Him, Courtesy

‘is, in truth a rarment whlch ﬁtteth all ‘men, whether

'youug or old. ‘Well is it with him that adorneth

his‘tefple’ therewrth and_ woe unto him who is
deprived of this great bounty

“0 people of God' I extiott *y’ou to cdurtesy'

Courtesy is, in the primary stition. the Lord of “all

virtues. Blessed is:he - who: is. illumingd with the

light of courtesy, and is adorned with the mantle of

" uprightness ! He who is endowed with courtesy is

»endowed with a great station.”

: ---BAHA’U-’.LLAH

* S « "

“Beware. lest ye - prefer yonrselves above your

nelghbours

[Lg
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“Be fair to yourse}ves and to othgxs, ,ghaj: the . evi-

dences of justice may -be revealed;; through your

deeds, among Our fa;thful scrvants. AN
“quty "is ‘the moét t‘undamental among hmnan

virtues. ‘Thy evaluutipn ofi all tlﬂngs must needs.

depeﬂrdllpﬂ'nlt e
| -“Saymbscrveeqmmnvoumdm 3¢ man of

understanding heart! “He: that\“u “qjust - in - ‘his
-judgment is desutute of : the charactenstles that

dlstﬁ:guish inan’s station.” ©

_- -—BAHA’U’LLAH )

“We Iove to see. yon at. all imes. consortmg in
amity- and ‘concord within the e
plea.mm, and to inhale from your acfs

' fellowshxp . We' shall always be.with you; if We
iﬁhale ‘the' perfume of . your fellowshp,‘ Our  heart
will assuredly re101ce, for naught’ elsq can ‘satisfy
. US”

1 O

~ “The poor jn your mést are My trust, guard ye My
trust and be not, m,tent only.on your own easc

“If ye enodunter one'who is poor, «tre&t him not |

disdainfully. Reflect upon that wiireof ye were

~ creatéd. Every one of ydu was. maied of sorry

germ.”

- | r-fBAHA’.U’LLAH
.. : . *

“A kmdly tongue 1s‘the lodestone of the hearts of

men It is the bread of the Spirit, it clotheth the

"”'qf ‘My good-
the fragrance
offriendhness and -unity, of loving' kipdness and -

.. -QAHA’U'LLAH,
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 unselfish Jove for” hiim |
- these- mperfect,sennselﬂshboands ; this is the one .
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words. with meaning, it is the fountain of* the hght |
of wisdom and understandmg ». -

- . —i;AHA'U'LLAH '
* e . |
“Bach sees m the other the beauty of God reﬂected
in the soul, and ﬁndmg this point of snmﬂanty they

_ are attracted to ‘one another in love. This love

will make all men the waves of ‘one sea, this love
wﬂlmakethemallthestars of ohe heaven, and the
fruits of one tree. -This love will bring the reahsa ,

-tion of true accord, the foundation of real umty

“Love is unlmnted, bonndless, mﬁmte! Material
things are" hmxted, cncumcnbed finité. ... Ttis
clear- that :limited- material ties are insufficientto
ddequately: express . the ‘oniversal love. The great -

angay tsﬁe‘bonﬁeﬁ by noneof

perfect love, possible to all mankind,.and  can . only
be ach:eved by the power of the Divine Spmt.” o
7 . —ABDU'L-BAHA

. ' . .

“Deal not’ treacherously thh the substanee of your

'nexghbour Be ye trustworthy on earth, and with-
‘hold not. from the poor the - things. given unto .you

by God through Hls grace,  He, verily, will bestow

upon you the double of what ye possess »

o --BAHA’U’LLAH :

LI S ) ‘e et . .
L ’ ® : t

“Good speech and trutht‘ulness are, in loﬁ:mess of

‘position and rank, like unto the sun which hath

risen from the horizon of the heaven of knowledge”. .
: X fBAHA’U’LLAH
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Rehgton thhout Pnest

There was a- ‘time when it was necessary to have a
group of people in- society to be in charge of religious
affairs. " Ordinary people were :either illiterate or did not
* have the time to make & proper ‘study of their" religion.
.- They therefore engaged a nymber of people  who bhad no
other - task or profession in life except to ‘study rehgron

and to see that people observed its laws.’ ‘That is why we

. find Brahmins among the’ ‘Hindus; ‘Bliikkhus among the

Buddhists, priests among the Chnstlans and Mullas among |

the Mushms

| In the Baha'i Farth professmnal pnesthood is aboh-
shed -and this is' one of- the distinctions of our religion.
Baha'u’llah says that although‘it was necessary -to- have
priests. in the ‘past, they are 10°more needed in our age:

He has called upon every ore of us to. search. after “Fruth -

for hrmself so that we may see with our own eyes. and not

thh the eyes of others, and hear with our own ears and .

understand with our ‘own power of understanding. . In

searching after Truth Baha is- acquu'e suﬂicrent knowledge

about their Faith wlirch is not the case wrth people of

other religlons who expect to receive’ mstructrons from -

clergymen. "Every Baha’i has to pray for himself and

cannot pay another man to pray for him as 'is. done -
by many people in other religions. ‘A Baha’i asks for

God’s grace and forgrveness ‘himself and does not need a
pnest to do- it for him through man-made ritnals and

ceremonies. Every Baha'i can establish contact with God-

through His Manifestation, and no medmm is reqmred
between us and Baha’ u’llah .
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Although there have been many good priests in every
religion, a lot of harm which has been done in “the
" name of religion has been due to the priests in every: age.
Two priests living in one neighbourhood did not always
agree on religious problems, and their disagteement
brought a great deal of trouble in the world. Some
. people thought this priest .wa's"ﬁright,,- while others believed
that one’s view to be correct, and so disunity and divi-
sions arose in every religion. Gradually many sects were -
formed and men quarrelled with cach other over different
interpretations of their sacred writings, and this became
the cause of wars and bloodshed. . . . ‘

Such things cannot happen in the Baha’i Faith,  First
of all there are no priests or other personalities in the
' Faith who can form a following from among the believers.
All are. equal in the Faith.  Secondly, nobody has the
right to interpret the teachings and Writings of Baha’u’llah. -
This authority . was given. only to Abdu’l-Baha by
Baha'u'llah Himself, and after Abdu’l-Baha, the right of.
interpretation was given to Shoghi Effendi alone. . S

It is dangerous to be able to earn a living tkrough.
religion because many insincere people may be attracted
“to this profession for no other reason than that they want
to live an easy life or have a good income. Such people.
have always misled others in the garb of priesthood, and
bave committed many crimes in the name of religion so
as to serve their own selfish interests. ‘

Baha’u'llah has abolished the institution of priesthood
so that no one can ever hope to misuse religion in order
to serve his own selfish and worldly desires.

‘The history of the Past shows that whenever a Mani-
festation of God appeared in the world, priests of the
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previous rehgxons were the first to oppose Him. Why 7"
. Because those pnests knew that by behevmg in the new
‘Manifestation, they would have to sacrifice their. positions,
their wealth- and material comforts. They therefore tried

their best to uproot the new religion as soon as it. appea-

red among them. Buddhism was pushed out of India by
the priests of the time: Christ ‘was crucified because -the
Jewish priests opposed Him. The Bab: ‘was .martyred
because Muslim priests did not want people to- bélieve- in

 Him. Baha’ u’llah suffered all His life chleﬂy becanse the

, Mullas * instigated the ‘government and the people of thelr_
~ time to rise agamst the new Cause of God. C o

There were exceptlons of -course. Many leamed pnests
who lived at the time of the Bab and Baha u’llah, believed
in Them, and some even. shed their blood in the pat‘h of
God. But when they beheved in the Bab and ' 'Baha’ u'llah,
they no -longer remamed pnests They became Baha 13-—
hiimble sérvants ‘of the Cause of ‘God. - They took up
other professions with ‘which - to earn- their “livelihood.
. They did not mingle money ‘with religion .or a wofldly‘
professxon w1th the Falth of God '

Instead ot‘ havmg pnests to seé to rehglous aﬂ'an's
- in_the commnmty, -Baha’u’llah’ laid down the foundation

 of a wondetful system of Admmxstratxon through which
all of us can work together for the. progress of the Falth
and the spmtual welfare of the oommnmty Baha i
Administration, like all the other teachmgs of Baha u’llah '
is divine in ongin We shall read ‘more about itin the
followmg pages :

What is Baha i Admmzstratzon ?

Ifthere is amer on one S1de, and a stretch of farm-
land on the other, how would we brmg water to the
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various fields we Wlsh to grow? We would first dig a
canal Whlch is large enough to. bnng sufficient water
from the river to ungatg the whole area. Then we would
dig smaller canals ‘which would take water from the large
~ canal to different sections of the land. And lastly, we
would require a multitude of small streams to-take water
- from these canals- -10..qyery single field. When our system
of canals and streams: is completed, the river ‘will be
able to ungate all the : farmland.

Baha i Admlmstratxon Shoglu Eﬂ‘endl has told us is
hke a system of canals and streams “through which...
the Holy Spirit of the Cause pours forth to the Baha’i
: oommumtxes scattered throughout the entxre world”.

“In prekus ages the pnests were expected to brmg the .
water of hfe ﬁom “its Fountamhead to the people of the
time. But theu' power ‘was lmted They could carrya .
handful of this water, a’ndthat too, only as ‘long as ‘they
bad the strength and the zeal to do S0, '.

But Baha u’llah has not entrusted this task to md1v1-
duals. He has planned a wonderful network of channels
through whxch the water of life is brought to the field of .
existence.  This | plan s called the World Order of
Baha’ u’llah and Baha’i Admlmstranon isa part of it. |

S The good news of the World Order of Baha u’llah was
ﬁrst proclalmed by the Bab when He said :

. “Well is it with him who fixeth his gaze upon the
Order of Baha'w’llab; 4id rendereth thanks untb his
Lord l For He wxll assuredly be made manifest.”

Baha’u’{lah laid the foundation for this World Order,
and drafted its plan. Later, Abdu’l-Raha explained this
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divine plan, gave us its details and - started its construction.
" ‘But it was through the lifelong effortsof - Shoghr Effendi
that the Baha’i Admxmstratlon .was gradually ‘built up, -
joining far-ﬂung commumtxes togethet and makmg them
partsot‘ a umﬁed whole Do T

Baha’n Adtmmstrat:on is dxﬁ'erent from every other
form of rehglous order because it is not man-made. - Itiis
the Ptan ‘of God " for this age, given to' usth:ough His:
: Mamfestatxon, ‘Baha’ u’llah and desttned to . establish

* order. and peace among. all the various peopfes of the
_ Baha i Adnnmstrauon is composed' ot' many parts, all

connected together It consists of Local prntual Assem ,
blies which are elected by the Baha'is ot’ vi}lages or .towns,
National Spmtual Assemblxes elected by the Baha,ls of
~ countries, . andthe Umversal House of Iusttoe, eIected by

all the Baha’ts of the worf& through thetr Nattonal
Assembhes | | )

- Ifwe think of the. Local Spmtual Assembhes as the
" -streams which bring water from the. canals to the different
fields, the ‘National Spmtual Assembhes ‘will be ‘the canals
that. connect. these streams: . to- the ‘ome. large canal. mto
-which water flows from the river 1tse1f aad the Supreme
House of Justice is. that main canal. It is through the
House of Justice that. God’s guxdanoe ﬁows out mto all
parts of the world oo

Beforé we go on to the duttes and responsibtli‘nes .of
each of these parts separately, let us mgke it quite::clear
that Baha’i Administration’ can never be.divorced from
Baha’u’llah’s other teachings. No Baha'i. can believe in
Baha’w’llah without ‘accepting His ‘Administrative Order,
and Workmc through it, because the Message of God has
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not been brought for the happiness of the individual alone,
but also for the umty and welfare of society. Thls is how
we may lllustrate our Admnnstratlon.

. THE HOLY SPIRIT

As you can se¢ from the above illustration, individuals
within society are like grains of cornin a field. A single
' grain of corn’is of little s1gmﬁcance But every grain of

‘corn profits by the water whxch ﬂows in for the beneﬁt of
the whole field. :

We must know that our md1v1dual happiness hes in ‘the
welfare of a unified society and strive to strengthen this
Administrative Order on which depend s the hope of the
future of mankind. - : .

Election of a Spmtual Assembly

In the Book of Aqdas, Baha’ wllah has ordained that in
every place where the number of adult Baha’is is nine or
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more, a Spiritual Assembly may be elected. This Spiri-
tual Assembly, as a body, will serve the - local . commumty.
to which it belongs.

How do we elect our Local Spmtua] ‘Assembly ?

Let us suppose that the Baha’is of Rampur, whlch isa
-vﬂlage in India with about 60 believers, wish to elect their
-Spiritual Assembly. These are some of the pomts which .
'they shouId remember - |

1.

They cannot form then' Assetnbly at- any ttme of

the year. . They can only elect their Assembly on

" the 2lst of April which is the Anniversary of the

 Declaration of Baha'u ’ltah, the day -on- which .

Baha’u’llah announceéd in. the: Garden of Ridvan, -
that He was:the Promlsed One of all ages. . The

| ’let of Apnl is the ﬁrsf day of our Rxdvan fest1val :

and’ the only day on wh1ch Baha’i is can elect then'
Spmtual Assembly If an Assembly is not elected

. within the 24 hours between sunset on the 20th of -

o Apnl and sunset on the 21st, then a whole year
~  may pass untll Aprll let of the. next year ‘when

the day of electlon comes round agam. o

Only Baha’is who are either - 21 years of age or

-above 21, .can vote for-and be elected to the
- Spiritual Assembly. If, for instance, among the 60

Baha’is living in Rampur, there -are 35 men and -

- women who are either 21 or above that age, only

these 35 can vote for their Assembly; and the

- members they choose for their Assembly must aIso

3.

be from among these 35 men and women.

Ev very person who votes, must wnte down the
names of the nine persons whom he or she consi-

 ders most worthy for bexng elected on the prntual
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Assembly. A vote is not valid if more or less
than nine names are mentloned or 1f one name is
repeated :

4. People should never be elected on the Sptntual
:Assembly because of their wealth or name in the
- '-'commumty, or because they have shown kmdness
. -to us.in.some way and we w:sh to reward. them,
- but because of. their sincerity and devouon to the

. Cause of God and their ablhty in servmg the
" Faith.. Every Baha'i who can' vote should consi

- der the . character and. spmtual qualities of the
. -men and women in his community, and also pray
to ‘God that he may be gulded to. name the nght

; people for the Assembly ' |

5. No Baha'i is permitted to recommend anyone as
'_‘__,worthy of the membershxp of the Spiritual Assem-
A - bly, no tatter. how good that .person_ may be.
| Baha'v'lleh has forbldden us to nominate any
| mdmdual or try to draw attentton to any special
. person ‘beforé or. during’ the electxon ‘No one
~ in the Baha i commumty must know. whom
- the other person has namied, of intends to name
~in his voting paper.  Even husband and wife or

the closest friends - cannot consult together as to
~whom * they should - choose. - Every single Baha’i
.. must seek ‘assistance from God alone and make
his own decisions in this matter without being’
influenced by the opinions “of others. Only a
- Baha'i who cannot write is allowed to ask a

~ trusted - person ‘to .write down the names which he
or she dlctates.

Havmg all these points in mmd the Baha’is of Rampur -
proceed to elect the members of their Spiritual Assembly
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for that.year. If they have all gathered at: ome plate to
give their votes, they. will start their meeting with prayers
_asking God to help and bless them in their sacred task.
Then the ballots will-be collected, and a few Baha'is wﬂl
be asked to count the votes. One person will’ ‘read out
the ‘names written: on each - slip- ‘of paper, while two'or
‘three others wxll make ‘a careful ‘note - of the number- of
votes. received by each individual. - The nini¢ Baha’is, who
" have got the largest number of -votes,, are elected -as ‘mem-
bers ot‘ the Local Spmtual Assembly for that year ' -

_ And thus the Baha is of Rampur, ltke theu' fe}low-.
' behevets in thousands of other villages, towns and’ ¢ities
in the East and the “West, are blessed thh a Spiritual
- Assembly that will serve their” eommumty untxl the first.

- “day of thvan of the' néxt’ year,” when ‘the’” process of

'e!ectlon 1s onoe more repeated throughout the Baha i
World ‘ .

LN -t . oo L e e

i_ Duues of a Local szntual Assembly

: Regatdmg the dutles of the Spmtual Assembhes,
~ r":Baha’u’llah has wntten S

“It behoveth them to be the trusted ones of the
Merciful .among men and ‘to- regard themselves as
~ the guardlans appointed of God for ‘all that dwell
on earth.: It is incumbent upon them “to take
counsel together and to' have régard - for the
interests of “the servants of God for His sake, even
-as they regard to their own mterests ‘and ‘to- choose
. that which is meet and. seemly. - ‘Thus hath. ‘the
“ Lord ‘your God commanded you. - Beware lest ye
put away that which is- olearIy revéaled in’ Hlsf v
‘Tablet. . Fear God, O ye that peroewe G |
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The Spiritual Assembly of every village or town must
therefore guard the interests of the Baha is in that locality. .

The most lmportant work of every Spmtual Assembly

" is to ‘help Baha’is teach the Cause of God. The Message

of Baha’u’llah i is the source of - blessmgs for all mankind,

~and our Spiritual Assemblies must become channels
~through which this great bounty can reach the people -in

every part of the world.

~ When you have formed your .Spiritual Assembiy,- .méke
sure that it takes up the ‘matter . of 'te'aching.- ‘as its main .

- task.

Another Jmportant duty of a Splntual Assembly is to

try to. promote amity and love -among: the behevers. An
-Assembly must create a Iovmg atmosphere of unity among

the Baha’is ; it must see that everybody is happy in that
community. If there are any - differences ‘among the
friends, it is the duty of the Spiritual Assembly to see that
they are removed. - Each Spiritual Assembly ‘must " act- as

- a wise and lovmg father to the Baha is of lts own locahty

Wntmg on the dut1es of Splntual Assembhes, the

Guardxan says

| “They must do thetr utmost to extend at all tlmes
- the helping hand to the poor; the sick, the dis-.

abled, the orphan, the widow, 1rrespect1ve of colour,
caste and creed.” :

-

Every Spiritual Assembly has to :have -its own Fund.
We .will see how this Fund is to be collected by the volun-
tary contributions of the friends, and how it is to be
utilized for the interests of the Cause and the community.
If the Baha’is enrich the Funds of their Assemblies, the
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Assembhes will, in turn, be able. to come to therr aid
When theyaremneed of assmtance. TR

The educatron of Baha i chrldren and youth is another
responsrbxhty of our. Spiritual Assemblies. In the words
of the beloved Guardian,- they. “must promote by every
means in their power the material as ‘well as"the spiritual
enlightenment of ° youth, the ‘means for the education of
children, 1institute, whenever possrble, Baha’t educational
institutions, organise and supervxse their work and prov1de
the best means for their progress and development »

- Yet another important duty of the Spmtual Assemblres
accordmo to the Guardian, is that “they must undertake
arrangements ‘ of - the regular meetmgs of  the fnends, the
-feasts and the annxversarxes, as well as the specral gather-
ings desrgne& to serve and promorte the socral mtellectual
and spmtual mterests of their fellow men o

What we have " mentloned above are some of the
1mportant funotrons of - every Local Spmtual Assembly
,Members of the Spiritual Assembly must ‘be. very -careful
not. to -fail"in discharging their duties. They must’ always
remember these Words of Baha’ u’llah R

- “It.behoveth them to be the trusted ones of the
- Merciful among men ... and to have regard for the
mterests of the servants of God, for His sake.”

| Oﬁicers Of The Spmtual Assembly

The members ofa Spmtual Assembly are those mne
Baha’is who receive more votés than the ‘others in every
-community on the day of election. The first thing that
the members of an Assembly must do, after their election, -
is to gather and hold then‘ first meetmg Out of the nine



«

108

elected members, the one who has received more votes
than the other eight is' the temporary chairman and he
must arrange for the members to hold their ﬁrst meeting
as soon-as possxble o

They must begm their meetmg w1th prayers, and ask

‘ God to help them in promoting His Cause and serving |
the community that has chosen them. After that, they must

elect the officers of the prntual Assembly for that year.

Every Spmtual Assembly must have a Chalrman, a
Vlce-Chau'man ‘a Secretary and a Treasurer. This is

necessary and. makes the work of the Assembly much
easier. S RN

The work of the Chalrman 1s to conduct the meetmgs
and help the Assembly to arrive at some decision. ‘If the
members just gather to ‘talk and dxsperse, they cannot be
of any use in the Assembly at all.- The Chairman- asks for
the views of all the members in every matter that comes
up: for: discussion; then asks them to. vote on the subject

;and ensures that the Assembly comes to a decision ~about

the various matters with which ‘it has to deal. In the.
chapter on Consultatlon, we will read more about this.

The Vlee-Chau'man conducts the ~meetings of the |

Assembly, whenever the Chairman- is unable to attend-— '
in case of ﬂlness, for example.

* The Secretary is the one who keeps a record of all the
work of the Assembly—all that has to be done as well as

all that has been accomplished. The Secretary writes all

the letters Whlch have to be sent to individuals, to other
local Assembhes, or to the National Spiritual Assembly
It is through its Secretary that every local Assembly is- in
touch with the rest of the Baha’i World
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The. Treasurer is in charge of the Fund of the ' Assemb-
ly. "He gives: receipts to .all who contribute to the Fund
and pays out from this - amount for the expenses under-
taken by the Spmtual Assembly at every meetmg

When electmg the ofﬁcers of the Assembly, .the mem-
'bers mnst look to the merxts of each: mdmdual and see
whrch one from among them is more’ capable of perform-.

ing the duties assigned. to these dlﬁ'erent officers. The -

. same principles that had been taken into- consrderatron for
the election of the members of' the Assembly, should now
be apphed in electmg its oﬂieers This election, . therefore, -
~is also to be carried out by secret ballot and w1thout any.
- sort of propaganda No_one should be elected for the
sake of his or her social standmg 'If, for example, among
the members of the Assembly there is an elderly -person
who is respected in the community because .of: his:age,
there is no 'reason why he should be elected to be Chair- .
man of the Spiritual Assembly, unless he'is the one who is
most capable of carrying out this duty. ‘The same is true
ofa person whose wealth gwes lum a socral positron

 On the other hand ‘we must also remember that the
oﬂioers of the Spiritual Assembly have no special position
in the ‘community. The Chairman, for instance, is not -the:
leader of the community or the most respected personality.
His or her station outside - the Spiritual Assembly, is the
same as any other member of the commumty and, as soon
as the meeting of the Assembly is over, he or she has no

more rights in the community than any other Baha'i

To'make the pomt quite clear, let us think of the
people of a village who need . pure drmkmg water and
' decrde to dig a well. The headman in that village, though
fespected in every way, may have no knowledge of how to
go about digging a well, while a young man, with'
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“no special position in the village, may have had a lot of
experience in this matter. . Which of these two men would
the villagers choose to conduct the job? It is the young
man who will be entrusted with the work, and the head-"
man of the village may be the first one to choose him for
this purpose. ‘And, wh11e workmg on the well, all the
villagers—even” the - head himself—will accept the - |

guldance of the" young man they themselves have chosen'
 to supervise the work. 'I'hls does not mean, of course, that
the young man is gomg to become the leader of - the
village in everythmg, or that the headman is gomg to lose

‘hls position in the community. But this spirit - “of co-

: operatlon is gomg to beneﬂt everybody in' that vxllage

. Itisin this spmt of loving' cooperatwn and harmony
~ that the ‘Baha'is - elect. ‘their Spiritual Assembly and the
N prntual Assembly elects 1ts oﬂieers .

'I'he beloved Guardlan wrote that the members of'
a Spiritual Assembly “should ‘approach their task with
_extreme humility, and - endeavour, by their open-mmded-
ness, their high sense of justice and: duty, their candour,
their miodesty, . their entire devotion to the welfaré: and
interests of the friends, the Cause, and humanity, to win,
not only the" confidence” and the genuine support. and
respect of those whom they ‘serve, but also then' esteem
and real aﬂ'eetlon,..';.-.” U SR '

The Spmtual Assembly At Work
1

- .. Let us suppose that the village of Rampur has elected
its Local Spiritual Assembly, and Babulal has had more
votes than the other eight members. - -What happens next ?
Babulal invites all the other members to gather at a special
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hour in one place, so as to hold their ‘first meeting. They
decide to meet an hour after sunset on the 22nd April the -
second day of the Feast of Ridvan; and the place is to be

the village square We will follow them there to see what,
theywﬂldo S <

Babulal amves a lrttle bel'ore the appomted trme. ‘He
has brought h1s lamp with hlm 1n ‘case thelr meetmg
should contmue unt1l after dark. The other members now -
start arriving from their _work in the ﬁelds They greet
each other and go to. the village well for a wash. After,.. ‘
-having cleaned and, refreshed themselves, they gather ona
| platform in the village square, At exactly an hour, after

, sunset ‘Babulal - announces that the Assembly wxll start its.
'work e : ‘

Fu-st ofall afew prayers are sa1d by two or tlnee of_
t.he members and this gives- theu- meetmg a wonderful. ~
‘ spmtual atmosphere ‘Then Babulal _says that - they must
elect the. ‘Chairman’ of the’ Assembly. Hecutsa sheet of |
paper into small . pieces ‘and, giving each member one
piece, requests them to write down, tbe name of the. person
whom' they consider ‘most suxted among themselves to be
'Chalrman of their. Assembly. o

Fhe- Rammr Baha is. are still very young in the Falth ‘
" Five of the members of the Assembly cannot write; so

Babulal asks one of the members togoto each of these in -
turn, and ‘write down the name of the person they ‘want to
elect as Chairman. The nine pieces of paper are then
collected - and " mixed together in- such a way that’ 00 one
can tell to whom each’ belongs Then - Babulal asks two-
other members to help him count- the votes.. While ‘he-
himself - réads them out one by one, the other two makea -
pote of the pames on paper, and then count them fo see
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whxch member has recelved more votes than all the :
others.

Lal Chand has recelved 5 votes, Babulal 3 votes and |

‘ Kamla one vote. Therefore Lal Chand is elected as the

Chairman of the Assembly. If no one had been given -

more than four votes, they would have to repeat this
' electlon because the officers of the Assembly ‘must each.

get at least § votés in order to be elected; and when
no one recelves th13 number of votes the electron is

_repeated untrl someone does get tbe number of votes

requu'ed

~ Now that Lal Chand has been chosen as Chalrman, it

~is 'his duty to supervise the election of -the rest of the

Assembly s officers. After thanking Babulal for having
done his part, Lal Chand proceeds to hand out the pieces
of paper on which all the members must now vote for
their Vice-Chairman. The - same ‘procedure that  was

' carned out for the electron of". the Chalrman, is now
- repeated in electmg all the other oﬁicers of the Assembly

As a result of the election Mrs Shanta Dev1 is elected
as Vice-Chairman, Babulal ‘as Secretary and Hassan A11 as

‘Treasurer of the Local Spn'ltual Assembly of Rampur. ,

“The Chairman then asks the Secretary to record what
has been done in the first meetmg of the Assembly

By thxs time 1t is qulte late and one of the members
suggests .that they. adjourn the meeting and come together
again the next day. All agree to this proposal, and it is
decided to hold their next meeting on the morrow at the
same time and at the same place. The meetmg is closed
with a prayer, as every Baha’i gathering should be, and
the members of the Assembly go to their homes. '
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. We, shall read about their second meetmg m the
eommg pases

Consultatwn

Baha’r Admmrstration works through consnltatron
Consultatron is applied to Baha'i work inthe ‘Nineteen-

- Day. Feast, the. Local Spmtual Assembly, the Conventron,

the National. Sprntual Assembly, and in our Committee
meetings and Conferences The Guardian tells us to
remember -two important tlnngs when we are consulting
in Baha’i gathenngs—truthfulness and frankness. .

Whrle we come togetherm a Bahar meetmg, we must
always feel that Baha’u’llah is wrth us in spmt. ‘This
Creates a wonderful spiritual atmosphere which helps us
in our consultatrons If we feel the presence of Baha’u’llah
in our meetmgs we will ‘always try to be ‘worthy ‘servants
- of His Cause, whether we are servmg on an Assembly,
‘Commrttee ora Nineteen-Day Feast; we wrll make every
eﬁ'ort to suppress selﬁsh motlves .or unfair statements
when we are joining - in eonsultatlons, no trace of
-msmcenty will find its way into our drscussrons, and
nothmg ‘but the truth will be spoken, for Baha’u’llah has
: sald

“o Heedless Ones !

Thmk not the secrets of hearts are hrdden, nay,
~ know ye of a certainty that in clear characters they
. -are engraved and are openly mamfest m the holy
: Presence ”» ' ¢ .

'In Baha i consultatrons everybody should express his

views with absolute freedom. He should only think of .
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the interests of the Cause, and forget about his personal

' relationship, with other individuals. - For example,: if a
~ father and a son are both members of an Assembly, at

the time of consultation or of giving votes the son should
not consider it his duty to agree with his father. Although

 Baha'is are commanded to have greatest respect for
- their parents, but when they are taking. part in Baha’i

consultations they must remember that they are responsible
only to Baha’wllah Who is present in their meeting
and Whose Cause they are ‘serving, and should never let
personal feelings interfere: with the interests of the Faith.
Therefore, if the son feels that his father’s views are wrong,
it is his duty to say so, and the father should ‘not expect
his son to do otherwise, because he knows that they have
both come to the meeting in order to serve the Cause  with
absolute honesty, and are not expected to please each
ottier with their views. S T

Let;us“ﬁ'ewarc lest petty personal grudges creep into
our hearts at the time of consultation and influenice our
views. If, for instance, an acquaintance of mine has ‘not

given mie his time when I asked him to do something for

me, T should take great caré that this incident does not
prejudice my views against some good suggestion which

that person may have in the meeting. Here again, T must

remember the - presence of Baba'wllah,. and let nothing
come in the way of service to His Cause. When Baha'is
come together in a meeting they should work. as ““fingers
of one hand” and “drops of one ocean”.

We should never insist on our views, or try to impose
our will on others. We have all scen how two small
children sometimes quarrel, each. one insisting that he is
fight'aid the other is wrong.  They may continue to
guarrel in this way for a long time without achieving
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anything, but when their father..comes,-they lower their
raised voices through love and respect for: him, and soon
their problem is solved in his presence. - If we know that
Baha’u’llah is with us at every meeting, we will never act
~ in a manner whlch is unworthy in His presence. |

Although every Baha i 1s free to express his - opxmon in
consultation, the decision which is arrived at depends on
the views of the miajority of the members Once a deci- -
sion has been taken, every Baha’i must respect it, even
those who had different views themselves. Let us suppose
that Shyam is a member of a Spiritual Assembly, and
suggests that the meetmg for the Feast of 12th of Ridvan
be held on the morning of the 2nd of May.  But the
ma]orlty of the members vote for. the Baha'is to - gather

- after sunset on May 1st. Now Shyam might have had very

good réasons for his suggestion, but once the - Assembly
~  has decided against it, Shyam must put aside his own view,
accept the decision of the Assembly with all his heart, and
try his best in helpmg to arrange for the meetmg after' o
sunset :

" Abdu l-Baha has satd

“In this day, Assembhes of consultatlon are. of the

- greatest importance and a vital necessity. Obedi-

~ ence unto them. is essential and thgatory The . -

| members thereof must take counsel togsther in such
wise that no occasion for ill-feeling or discord may
arise. This can ‘be attained when. every member
expresseth with absolute: freedom his own.-opinion-
and setteth forth his argument. Should. any one
oppose, he must on no account feel hurt for not
until matters are fully discussed can the right way .
be revealed. The shining spark of truth cometh

. .forth only after the clash of differing - opinions. If,
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* after discussion, a decision be carried unammously,
~well and good; but if, the Lord forbid, differences
-of opinion should arise, a majority of v01ces must
preva11 ”

The d1ﬁ‘erent views offered by the members of an

N Assembly are like different ingredients of a delicious stew.

When we want to make a good stew we ‘mix a lot of'

' thmgs together and boil it until it is well cooked. It is

delicious only when the ingredients are well blended, for
each contributes to the taste of the stew. But if we were

- to taste those mgredlents separately, they would never

taste so good. Similarly, every individual opinion offered
by the Baha'is gathered in a. meeting contributes some-

" thing towards the ultimate decision which is taken. But
* the decision itself is. not one person’s opinion. It is the

decision of an Assembly and the result which has been
denved ftom the views of aL the members. '

. In the followmg Tablet Abdu’l-Baha clearly shows the
' way ‘Baha’is should consult together. Let us read it care-

fully and follow it in our meetings :

“The prime requls1te for them that take counsel
together aré punty of motive, radlanoe of spmt
detachment from all else save God attraction to
'His Divine Fragranoe, humility ‘and- lowliness
amongst His loved ones, patience and long suffer-
ing in difficulties and’ servitude to His exalted Thres-
hold. ' Should they be graciously aided to acquire
these attributes, victory from the unseen ngdom
of Baha shall be vouchsafed to them

“The first condttlon is absolute love and harmony
amongst the- members of  the Assembly. ' They
must be wholly free from estrangement and must
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" manifest in themselves the Unity - of God for they
_ are the waves of one' sea, the drops of one river;
~ the stars of one heaven, the rays of one ‘sum,  the
trees of one orchard, the flowers of ‘one garden
Should harmony of thought and absolute unity be
- non-existent, that gathering shall be dispersed and
that Assembly be brought to naught The: second
- condition : - They must, when . coming 'together,
turn their faces to the Kingdomi on High and ask .
_ aid from the Realm' of Glory. They must then
proceed " with  the : -utmost “devotion; courtesy,
dignity, care and moderation to express ‘their. views.
They must in every matter search out the truth and
not insist upon their own opinion, for stubborn-
" ness and persistence in one’s views will lead..ulfi- -
- ‘mately to discord and wrangliag and the truth will
. temain hidden. The honoured members must with
all freedom express . their own. thoughts, and itisin
~_no wise; permissible for.one to belittle the thought -
| ,.ofanother nay, he must with moderatron set forth
‘the truth, and should differences of opinion arise, a .
‘majority of voices -must prevail, and all must obey
and submit to the majority. It.is again not per- .
mitted that any one of the | honoured members -
_object to or censure, whether in or out of the
meeting, any decision arnved at prevrously, though -
that decision be not right, for such criticism would
prevent any decision frorn bemg enforced In
short, whatsoever thing is .arranged in’ harmony
and with love and ‘purity of motive, -its result is
light, and should the least trace of estrangement
prevall the result shall be darkness upon: darkness.

“eff this be so regarded that Assembly shall be of
God but otherwxse it shall lead to coolness and
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alienation that proceed from the Evil One. Discus-
sions must all be confined to spiritual matters that
pertam to the training..of souls, the instruction of
children, the relief of. the poor, the help of the
feeble throughout all classes in the world, kindness
.to all peoples, thé diffusion ' of the fragrances
of God ‘and the éxaltation of- ‘His Holy Word.
. Should they endeavour to fulfil these conditions the
Grace of the Holy Spirit shall be vouchsafed unto
them, and that Assembly shall become . the centre of
the Divine blessings, the hosts of Divine confirma-
tion "shall come to theu' aid and they shall day by
day recelve a new eﬁ'usxon of Spmt. o

The Spititual. Assembly At Work

The nine members of the Spiritual Assembly of Ram-
pur met again on the 23rd Apnl The Chairman asked
some of the membcrs to. say a few prayers. These were

_prayers revealed by Baha'u’llah and Abdu’l-Baha some of

them specially for the purpose of being read in the meet-
ings. After the opemng prayers, the Chairman asked the
Secretary to read ‘the minutes ‘of the previous meeting
from the notes he had taken down. This i is what the Secre-
tary read ‘

“The ﬁrst mectmg of the Spmtual Assembly of
Rampur was held on the 22nd of April, an hour
after sunset. Opening prayers were read and
Mr. Babulal conducted the first part of the meeting.
Election of the Chairman took place; Mr. Lal
Chand was elected Chairman, and Babulal invited
him to conduct the: rest of the meeting. The
election of the officers of the Assembly was con-
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tinued, and the followmg members were clected :

“Ms. Shantt Devi,* Vice-Chairman; Mr. Hassan:
'Alr Treasuret; and Babulal, Secretary.

~ “It. was’ “decided to hold the né meetmg of the

Assembly on the 23rd of Apri The meetmg

| adjourned wrth a closing prayer, three hours after
; sunset. ~ |

When the Secretary ﬁmshed readmg, the Chan'man
asked the other. members if they approved of the minutes

. of their last meeting. Everybody agreed that the minutes’

were correct, and Babulal noted down that the mmutes )
~ of the last- meeting had been read and approved '

Then the Chalrman announced that as the. main pur-
pose of .every’ ‘Spiritual Assembly was to spread the
Message,«of God, they. would. hke to drscuss this matter in
their meeting.’

- . Then the Chairman invited each member 'to express: his
or her wews on this subject. When they had all given
theu: vlews, the Chmrman summansed thern as follows

< 1. We ourselves need to know more ebout the Cause
2. Weneed htetature e
"3, ‘We need a Fund. o
4 ‘We have to start our teachmg actrvrtles in the
: nelghbourmg villages ' '

Then they took up these subJects one by one. One of
the .members - suggested - that they tell the community.
about this important undertaking and see if :anybody could-
participate in the teaching campaign that they were going

. to start. One member suggested that in order to know

more about  the Cause they would .need to have. weekly.
meetings to study ‘the Cause. They could utilize their
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Saturday meetings\ for this purpose He suggested that
they ask Sunil who was a teacher in the Baha’i School
of the neighbouring village to conduct the classes.

Chairman asked who seconded this proposail. Ameeta
seconded it; After a little discussion the Chairman put the
Suggestion to vote. He announced that those who are in’

- favour of the suggestion to call Sunil from village Gandhi-
nagar for conducting their Saturday classes, might raise

their hands.

Seven members raised their hands. The other two

: m_embers, Amrik and Lal Chand, i,who thought that Sunil

would not be able to come all the way, did not agree with
the_ proposal and did not raise their hands.

The Chairman announced that the suggestion was
carried and asked the Secretary to record the same in the
minutes, g o ' -

* Then the Chalrman announced' that Sunil, the teacher,
has to travel by bus to reach their village and he must

leave his part-time job that he was doing in theeveningin =

his village. Therefore, a Fund had to be raised to help
Sunil to reach Rampur and conduct the classes. The
Chairman asked others as to what they thought about this
matter. Amrik said, *“We, members of the Assembly, must |
set an example of devotion to our Faith for the rest of
community. I promise to pay one day’s ' wages' to the
Fund every month. I will be glad to offer it to the
Assembly.” This made all the members very happy and
they congratulated Amrik for his generous donation to
the community. They were particularly happy that
though Amrik originally did not vote for the suggestion,

now that it had been passed by the L.S.A., he lent his

support to it. When an Assembly passes a resolution,
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" whetler we agree with it of not, we must accept and
respect the vote of majority. The other members of the
I.S.A. also. contributed some money. Their names and
the amounts promised by them were noted by the Secre-
tary. The Treasurer also madea note of these contribu-
tions and annouriced that Rs. 6/- P.M. were promised by
~ the members of the Assembly for the Fund. =

" Ttwas decided_to announce this to the. community in
the Nineteen-day Feast (N.D.F.), to be held on 28th April
(Feast of Beauty), and to ask friends to cooperate in the-
matter. BT - o

The Chairman then reverted to the question of litera-
ture required for their teaching activities. " After discussion
the Assembly came to fhe conclusion that. they must ask
the N.S.A. to- help them in the matter. . | '

 After these arrangements were made the Chairman
announced that the question they must next discuss was
how to start spreading the Faith in the neighbouring
villages. ' L |
Babulal proposed that every Sunday they must go in
" groups to  villages around Rampur. ~ Others - also
agreed with the suggestion. Another member added that
Sunday would be the most suitable day because on Satur-
day they would have their study class and’ Sunil also could
accompany them in their teaching tours on Sunday. /

 Babulal, the Secretary, noted all this.
The Chairman asked if .’therg were any more sugges-
tions on the subject. ’ ‘

Hassan Ali said that it wasé, good idea to hold large
public meetings on special Holy Days and _anniversaries
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and invite the non-Baha'i friends and relatives’ from

hearby places to these miectings..
This 'sug'gestion, was-secqﬁded, put to vote and apﬁro-
ved by the Assembly, '

- It was decided to place these plans before the com.

" munity at the next N.D.F. and request the Baha’is of -

- Rampur to help the Fund of the Assembly and volunteer
to go out for teaching activities to neighbouring villages.

Lastly, they decided that the next meetihg‘ of -the
L.S.A. would take place on 29th April—one day after ‘the
N.D.F. so as to be able to discuss the suggestions put
- forth to the Assembly by the community during the Feast. -

: After closing préyer, the me'mbers, of the :Aséembly
~ went home with jo#ful' hearts, thanking God for having
- assisted "them in arriving at such vital decisions for the

good of the community, '

- What took place in this: mesting is-an “example of how
- a Spiritual - Assembly should conduct its work—how it
-should “enter” upon discussions, and how it should arrive
at useful decisions. The problems which come ‘up in
different communities may tiot ‘be the same; even their
~beeds may not necessarily be alike. Every Assembly
should carefully consider its duties. and decide to take up ifs
tasks according to thejr importance in each community.

The Spiritual Assembly As Work
(In The N, ineteen-l?qy.Feqst )
| m

It is the Feast of Beauty (Jamal), and the Baha'ia
of Ranipur have gattiered together for their Nineteen-Day
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Feast. The Chairman of the Assembly conducts all the
meetings of the Nineteen-Day Feasts unless he is unable to
attend, in which case the Vice-Chairman takes his place.
The first part of the Feastis always given to prayers and
readings from the Writings of the Bab, Baha’u’llah and
Abdu’l-Baha.- These can be read by any of the Baha'is
present in the gathering at the request of the Chairman,
while all listen to the Words with great care and attention.
The number of prayers and readmgs must. not . bé so many
as to make everybody tu'ed

When the Baha’is of Rampur finished the first part of
the programme, the Chairman of their Spiritual :Assembly,
Lal Chand, asked the Secretary, Babulal, toread the report
of the Assembly. Babulal informed the. community about
 the tesults of the election of the ‘officers of the Assembly

and about the Assembly’s decision ‘to start a teaching
campaign for spreading the Message of God in the
nexghbourmg area. He also informed the ‘community
of the' assistance needed in the teaching work and the

fands wh1ch were reqmred to mv1te a teacher and hoId |
conferenees “ | 4

After the report of the Secretary, the Chairman asked
the members of the’cnmmumty to give their suggestions on -
the matter, and tell how far they were able to help ‘Each
of the Baha’is promlsed to help in oné way or another,
- One said that he could supp]y a pound of wheat in each
conferenee another said he would pay the one-way fare of
the teacher oncein a month, while the third promised to
dedicate one full day each week to teaching activities. Be-
sides these promises of cooperatxon, the Baha’is of Rampur
drew the attention of their Assembly to some very impor-

tant facts which they had not considered. For example,
" besides the weekly study classes and ‘teaching tours; they
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‘might also be ready and get organised to give the Message
_ inthe country. fairs which were “being held from time to
. time. Those who were. going to “these fairs should also
~ take Baha'i literature with them for distribution. Many
valuable suggestions were also given in order to ‘economize
onthe funds etc. The Secretary noted down all ‘these
suggestions which had been made in the Nineteen-Day
 Feast, so that the Spiritual Assembly might take decisions
on them in ‘its next session. ' | :

~ The Chairman promised that 'the‘S:piritual‘ Assembly
would carefully ‘consider. all the given suggestions and
communicate the results of its* decisions to the community

in the next Nineteen-Day Feast.

. The third part of the programme of the Nineteen-Day -
‘Feast is the entertainment _period. Four of the Baha’i
families in Rampur had joined together in providing some
puffed rice to be served to everyone. A group of young
people who knew some beautiful songs was permitted by
the Chairman to sing, and many of the others joined them
in the chorus. A Baha’i girl recited a lovely poem which
she had memorised in the “schodl and every body liked it
very much. PR
~ The spirit of unity and happiness with which the Baha’is
of Rampur held their Nineteeri-Day Feast brought spiritual
blessings - which were felt by all. - They left the meeting
after a closing prayer, and took their happiness with them
into their homes.

Some Points On The 1 9-Day Feast

One of the duties of every Assembly isto see that
friends of its locality observe the N.D.F. Nineteen-Day
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Feasts are meetings to be held once every 19 days by the
Baha’is of every town or village. As this Feast is recom-
mended by the Bab and ratified by Baha’n’llah therefore
itis consxdered to be very mportant. |

Q. What is the purpose of a Nineteen-Day Feast ?

~ Abdu’l-Baha says that in the 19-Day Feast “people
- may gather together and outwardly show fellowshlp ‘
and love, that the Divine mystenes may be disposed.
The object is concord, that through this fellowship
hearts may become . perfectly united, and recipro--
city and mutual helpfulness be established.”..

Q. What should we do in the 19-Day Feast ?

Th1s feast i$ a part of the Baha'i Admxmstratxon and
as the beloved Guardian has explamed ‘the pro-

| "gramme of the N.D.F. consxsts of three parts. The
first part is devotmnal programme. Prayers and '
readmgs from the Holy Wntmgs may be oﬁ'ered by
a few fnends at the beginning of this Feast. The

- second partis admnnstratlve The Splntual Assemb- o
ly through its Secretary glves reports of its aetlvmes
and asks Baha’r friends of the place to give their
suggestions and pledges for the promotron of the

- Cause of Baha’u’llah, ‘The penod of consultahon
{is. the time for the behevers to voice theu' proposals
to be sent throughtheLS A. to the NSA. The

- third part is entertainment. Songs may be sung
by the friends, stories may be told, etc. Refresh-
ments, no matter how simple, are served.

Q. Who invites people to the Feast ?

Where there is an Assembly, the Secretary invites
the Baha’is according to the dates ‘given in the
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Baha’i calendar toa particular place at .a specific-

~ time. In a place where there - -is .uo Assembly,
Baha’is- may form a group and elect a person out of
themselves as the Secretary of the Group. This

Secretary will remind the Baha'’i Commumty about

the 19-Day Feastsq
. Who eonducts the ND_F ?l .

Chairman of the Assembly conducts the NDF as
well. He will ask persons to chant prayers at the

~beginning and request ~ friends to consult” the

- Assembly during the second part of the NDF.
. Who plays host to the Feast ?

Usually 1nd1v1dua1 Baha’is play host at the Feast,
turn by turn. Sometrmes the LSA observes the NDF
by using its own funds It 18 also possible that a few
Baha’i is may join together and be the host of a Feast.
- It s preferable tha.t entertainment should con-

sist of some refreshment or snacks. But this is not.

absolutely necessary. Bzha'u ’llah says that even by

serving plain water we can be the host of the NDF..

~ The important thing in the NDF is the spmtual

development of the Baha and mcreasmg the -

unity and harmony among . them It should also

serve to assist in the progress of the Cause in the
locality in consultatlon and collaboratlon wrth the
Spiritual Assembly

We quote below from the writings of Abdu’l-Baha

show the spirit of every Baha’i meeting :

“In these meetings outside conversation must be

entirely avoided, and the gathering must be confin-

to
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ed to chanting the verses and reading the Words,
‘and’ to matters which concern the Cause of God,
“'such as explaining proofs, adducing clear and ‘ma- .
nifest evidences, and tracing the signs of thie Belo- -
ved One of the creatures. Those who attend the
meeting must, before entering, be arrayed with the -
. -utmost cleanliness and turn to the Abha Kingdom,
~ and then enter the meeting with all meekness and
humbleness and while the tablets are belng read, -
' must’ be quiet and silent; ‘and "if one wishes to
speak he must do so- with “all courtesy; with the
satisfaction and -permission of those present, and .
o do it with eloquence and ﬂuency g

' The dates of holding the Feasts are as follows ., S

| 21st March}  1stBaha =~ Splendour
 9thApril  IstJalal ~ Glory -
_ 28th Apnl 1st Jamal . Beauty
 17th May - Ist Azrhat "' Grandeur,
_ 5th June  1st Nur " Light
24th June  1st Rahmat ~ Mercy
13th July 15t Kalimat Words
Ist August  1st Kamal Perfection
20th August. st Asma  Names
8th September 1st Izzat Mlght

27th September 1st Maslnyyat Will

~.16th October

1st Iim Knowledge
4th November - 1st Qudrat . . Power
23rd November 1st Qawl Speech
12th December 1st Masail Questions
31st December 1st Sharf Honour,
19th January Ist Sultan  Sovereignty
" Tth February 1st Mulk'  Dominion
2nd March-  1st Ala  Loftiness
* - * -

.
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The Spmtual Assembly of Rampur met on the day
after the Nineteen-Day Feast and, when the minutes of
their . previous meeting had been read and approved, they
discussed the suggestions. given by the community in the
Feast. After careful cons:deratlon, they approved all the
suggesttons exoept one.

The Assembly decided to invite all the Baha'is on the
last day of Ridvan, to a picnic so- that from that day
friends mxght know how they were divided into- -groupsto
£o to various villages for. teaching activities. Three of the
members of the Assembly were chosen to form a Commi-

. .ttee¢ in order to arrange a suitable programme for the
meeting that was to take plaoe on the last day of thvan

Before closmg the meetmg of the Assembly, , there was

" ‘bne other thing to see to. Two of the members had beg-

ged the Assembly to help them solve a personal dtﬂiculty
which had comé up betweer them and on which they had
not been able to agree The Assembly hstened to what
each side had to say, and, then proposed e solntxon for
then' problem ina spxrit of great love and w1sdom

" When the Seeretary of’ the Assembly consulted his
notes the next day,’ he wrote the followmg letter to the

-National Spmtual Assembly

The Secretary, ' S
National Spmtual Assembly, :
New Delhi. o '

Dear Baha i Fnends, |

We are glad to mform you that by the grace of .
Baha'u'llah we have formed our Spiritual Assembly in
Rampur. We have already sent you the forms which you
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asked us to fill out after the election, gmng the names and
addresses of the members and: oﬁ of the Assembly.

To begin with wehaverequested Mr Suml the Baha'’i
~ teacher of Gandhmagar, to come. every Saturday to our
village for conducting weekly study meetings, . .

It was further decnded that on every Sunday a number
of fnends in mobile groups will go to the nerghbounngg
villages for teachmg the Cause among new areas

, We have ralsed a spec:al Fund in the Assembly and
- friends so far hgye contributed Rs. 14.50 and ‘promised to -

B contribute the *same amount every month.  This amount
will be spent for teachmg actlvrtxes under the supervxsxon

Y of this Assembly.

As we reqmre suﬂictent quantxty of literature we -
request. you to please: send - a large number of pamphlets
‘and declaration cards to thJsAssemny o ,

. We hope to write to you the good news ot' the pro-
gress of the Cause in our next letter : ‘

May Baha’ ’llah assrst us m Hxs semce '
Co Yourssincerely.“

' BABU LAL
- Secretary

National S'pifitdal ﬁssembly .

~ All the Local Spiritual Assemblies in. our country are

Jomed togethet through a Natxonal Spmtual Assembly
(N.S.A)). .
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 The National Spiritual Assembly is a body * which is
elected by the Baha'is of the country through a Conven-
tion. Delegates are sent to this Convention from all the
Local Spiritual Assemblies of that country. ‘The basic
rules of Baha'i elections, which have been mentioned
before, must ~be remembered in the election of the
National Spiritual Assembly too. Election for us Baha'is

"js a sacred duty and takes on a spiritual character; no

prior nominations and no propaganda are ever used.

The purpose of a National Spiritual Aséémbly is to
unify the work which is done by the Baha’is throughout
the country and to encourage them in their activities.
Baha’i communities lend their. cooperation to the N.SA.
through their Local Spiritnal Assemblies. The -National
Spiritual Assembly keeps .in touch with the Baha'is of the
country through letters and circulars. It -provides them
with news about the activities of other Baha’is. and the
progress ‘of the Faith throughout the world. It also asks
for their cooperation and invites consultations and sugges-
tions. | o . )

The circulars of the N.S.A. are read by the Secretaries
of the Local Spiritual Assemblies in the Nincteen-Day
Feasts. If they call for consultation . every individual
Baha’i is welcome to give his views or promise of coopera-
tion. The result of these consultations in the Nineteen-
Day Feasts will be sent to the National Spiritual Assem-
bly by the Local Spiritual Assembly of each place. The
N.S.A. will then go through all these suggestions and
decide upon such matters after careful deliberations.

If there is no Local Spiritual Assembly- in a place‘ but
only a group of Baha'is (less than 9 persons), the N.S.A.
writes to the person who-has been chosen by the group to
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‘act as Secretary. When there is- only one ‘Baha’i in a
place the N.S.A. corresponds with him direétly. o

As the N.S.A. has various duues to see to, it appomts
commlttees to help in this work, The members who are
to serve on these committees are chosen by the N.S.A.
itself, and to each committee a special task is given. If,
for example the N. S.A. of India décides to build ‘a House
- of Worship in the country, it will appoint a specxal comm1

" ttee to see to all the details of the work and give sugges- -
 tions for the constructlon of the Temple. The N.S.A. is
" free to acceptthe suggestxons of the comimittee; to modlfy -
“or even to reject them. Local Spiritaal Assemblies- can
also elect committees in the same way to assist them
in case. ‘they feel the necessity. The committees which are |
appointed by the National Spiritual Assembly or by Local
Spmtual Assemblies are directly responsible to- the Assem-
bly for Wlnch they are workmg. The Local Spmtual

_____

Assembly, and the N.S. A. is the h1ghest authonty for the
~ Baha’isin every oountry

The Natnonal Spiritual Assembly, like the Local Spiri-
tual Assembly, elects a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, a
Treasurer and - a Secretary. ‘The duties of the officersin
theNSA are the same as those of the officers of .a Local
Spmtual Assembly but on national level.

COnv"ention

) The election of the members of .a National Spiritual
Assembly is an indirect election. This means that each
Baha'i community elects certain delegates’ from its own
‘locality, and these delegates who are representatives of the
 Baha’i Communities throughout the “cou.ntry. meet at a
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Convention where they elect the members of the National
Spiritual Asslembly;_; A o

The number of delegates which are elected in each
locality depends upon the number of Baha'isin that place.
For example, if the Baha'is of Rampur are fifty in num-
ber, they may be asked to send only one delegate to ‘the
National Convention of India, whereas the Baha’is of
Bombay, being one hundred, will send two delegates, and
the Baha’is of Benaras who are three hundred, will send
six. The N.S.A. of every country allocates delegates to
various centres. o S

- These delegates to the Convention all gather at one
place, preferably where the National Spiritual Assembly’s
office is situated, sometime during the 12 days of Ridvan

- (April 21st to May. 2nd). The main purpose of the

Convention 'is to .elect the members of the National
Spiritual Assembly for that year. .But delegates who come
from all parts of the country will also have an _ opportunity
to consult with the National Spiritual- Assembly and with
each other about the progress of the Cause ‘in"the

. country.

After the Convention has been’ opened with prayers,
the members must first of all elect a Chairman for their
meetings. The duty of the Chairman here ‘166, is to see
that the consultations are carried out in an orderly manner
and with Baha’i spirit. The'members of the Convention |
also elect a Secretary to record the suggestions which they

 wish to offer to the National Spiritual Assembly.

Hér¢ are:a few important points which we must know
about Convention : | .

' (1) D:,,e'l"egatesito the Con:\rention must elect the mem-
bers of the National Spiritual Assembly from among the




133

Baha’is of the whole countty. It is not newssary that |
- they should elect the members from among ‘the delegates
to the Convention. They can choose -any 9 persons from
among the entire Baha’i commumty of the country to

- which they belong

(2) Those who are elected as delegates to the Conven-
tion have no duties or pnvrleges other than their participa-
tion in the Conventlon and the electlon of 1he National
. Spiritual ' Assembly. When the Convention is over, their -

duties as delegates also come to an end unless a vacancy
arises on the N.S.A. and the delegates are “called- upon to
vote in by-election. In other words, a ‘Convention is not a |
- permanent body, and there can be no permanent members
when the Conventlon 1tself dlssolves |

- 3) The Conventron isa consultatrve body Its recom-
.mendations are passed on to the National Spiritual Assem-

~ bly and the National Spiritual Assembly is free to aecept |

or reject those recommendatlons -

(4) The Conventlon has no supremacy over the -

National - Spmtual Assembly The National Spiritual

Assembly is the hrghest authonty in each country and has
control over all Loeal Splntual Assembhes and mdmdual
| _»Baharsmtheeountry . . .

The Unwersal House of ]ustwe

One of " the umque institutions of the Baha’1 Farth' ~
_is the Universal House ‘of Justicc whose members are
“elected out of the Baha’is of the whole world through
thelr Natlonal Spiritual Assemblies.. ‘Baha'u’llah has
assured us that He will contmue to gmde the Baha’is
'through the. Universal House of Justice as long as the
Baha’i Dispensation lasts.
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‘Baha'u'lah has ‘given us the fundamental laws and

teachings of God for this iige, but 'He has $aid that we
shaH also need ot ter $0€ial rules which will have to be sét
down gradually fér“us in' accordance “with our changing
needs. These social rules and regulations, Baha'u’llah
says, must be set down by the Universal House of Justice

which will always beunder*theun’eﬁ'mg guidance of God.

~ About. the' Unfvérsal House of Justice, Abdu’l-Baha
“It be pstablished under-the necéssary tonditions—
with members from all the people—that House of .
Justice will be under the protection and the
guardianship of ) God;-.If that House of Justice
shall  decide -unamimously; or ‘by. majority, upon - -
any question;not mentioned in the Book, that ...
decisiongng | command »will _be.;:guarded from B

It is  therefore ;pbvious .that the- Universal. House of
Justice will, be inspired: in all its decisions, and Wwhatever
rules it may.set down, wgill.be perfect. for the, requirements
of the times. But,we. must.net; thiak that the Houss
of Justice will ever change those fundamental principles
which have been given us by Baha’u’llah. What it will do
is to lay down. the ryles by which we must carry out the
laws of Baha’w’llah. For instance, one of the principles of
the Baha'i Faith is that.. there: should be no extremes of
wealth. or. poverty in,the world.. Byt Baha’u’llah has not
told us how much tax people ghould pay. It is left- to the
Uniyersal House of Jystice. to. work - out a method of

e

taxation vsvhich' will méhlg,;ﬁgrygne to live a comfortable

life, and at the same time, Prevent.anyone from accumulat-
ing unnecessary riches. LY |
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Another example is that Baha’v’llah hag commanded us

| tohaveaumversallanguagemthe world, "but he has not
mentioned which language it should be, Thxsagamhas

been left to the Umversal House of Jushca to decide. In

this connectlon Baha’ u’.llah wntes

I . 3 Our Eplstles _have We, qgm;ngnded the
 Trustees of the House of Justice, cither to choose
one of the. ezgstmg tongues. or tpmtigimte a Dew.
one, and in like manner to adopt a common scnpt,
teaching these to the chlldren in the schools of the

world, that the world: may beoome even as onc land
"7a;nd one home ” | . :

‘Amwugh the UmversaIHouse of Justwe ‘cannot change |

anything ‘which . has been revealed by Baha n’llah, or-alter
any of the mta-pretauons ‘of Abdu’l-Bs’ha and S&ogln
Eﬁend:, it can change its own. dechibus ir cxrénmstanws

require it. Suppomg the’ ‘Universal House " of ‘Justice,

at one time, decides upon ‘how much tax should be pald
That decision is no doubt perfect for: tﬁat ‘time, but fifty
-years from then it may no mare suitthe requ:rements of
the time.. The Universal ‘House of Justicd; therefore, is
free to change the decxslén which was ma&e ata prevmus
date. v .

i

" In his Will and Testamcnt’ Abdu’l-Bahé wntcs

““Unto the. most Haly Book cveﬁoﬂe must turn,
and all that is not cxpressly recorded therein’ must‘
be referred to the Univessal Assembly That which
this body, either ’unanunously or by a majonty, ‘
doth carry, that is verily the truth and the purpose’
- of God ‘Himself. Whoso doth devﬁﬁethmfromls'
verily of them that love discord, -hath shown forth
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mah"e and tumed away from the Lord of the L

s"'

The labours of our beloyed Guardxan durmg 36 yegxs "

R . | of h1s mestry, paved the way fon the estabhshment Qf the < .

AAAAA

. Universal - House' of' Justwe The Guaxdmn menugned
‘ that the Umversal House of Iusuoe wa.s like - the dome of a-f‘..:f
- buildmg wh1ch nwded strong pillars to support it.. Those'_. .

' 'pﬂlatsf, he sald were the Natlonal Spmtual Assembhes of : I.

the world And 1t was through the mseless efforts of.
- .our Guardlan that. these pﬂlars went up one by oneinall

, parts of 'the earth Under the dwine guldanee ot‘ the o
~-Guia,rdum, Bahaxsleatned ‘how. to: work - in groups. and. -

" "Local Assemblies and how to work together in -each coun= - -

"+ trythrough thelr National Spiritiial Assembly. . When they -
o ..*had come so far, she gave them the Tén-Year Plan wluch B

there were enough Natlonal Spmtual Assembhes
throughout the world to estabhsh the Umversal House of
Justloe '

. Abdu l-Baha' foretold that  the ‘Uiversal House “of

’I ustice would be formed when the Baha’i Faith had spread
~to all parts of the world, and this too, was fulﬁlled by
the end of the Ten-Year Plan in April 1963 '

" Some _Impo‘rtqnt 'Points Abou’t th_e Baha’i
Administration |
l Obedlenoe to the deetsxons of the Assembly

A Baha i Spiritual Assembly should be regarded by the
Baha'’is as a sacred institution because it is based on
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oy the Twchmgs of God We must theretbre obey all the
e :'.dectsmns of the Assembly ' Abdu’I-Bahs has katd that
-2 he himself.would. obéy " the decisions -of : the'- Spiritual
g {::,":’Assembly even ifhe knew' that somé“bftﬁose deczsmns o
i wére ‘wrong. This’ shows that by obeym,g the As&mbly,
;;.;;we are obeymg a Command ofGod :

What should we do if we feel thiat ¢ & eertam dectszon -
take& hy our Local Sp itual Assembly is‘fiot’ correct ?

Flrst 'We must obey that declslon because God has |
vif'_'commandedustodo ‘so. But we" ca;n appeal tothe
- -+ National Spiritual’ Assembly -to ré-constder the décision
e ofour Localt Assembly. By obeying our’ Local ‘and
.- Natiohak Spiritual ‘Asgemblics, ‘we stréngthen’ the' i‘oun- N
- dation ‘of Baha’’ Admmlstratxon. Thereeon!dbéno .

mutyamongusxf we wereé. each:’ to* ebey only some

: ofourAssemblysdeoxswns.' L

' 3 Can we say that because we do not hke some ot‘ the

~members of the Assembly, we. do- not wish to obey the
declslons of that Assembly ? )

: No. This i isa very wrong att:tude Our loyalty to the
VSpmtual Assembly is not dependent on our liking
- or. disliking its members. It. is . the institution' of
Baha'u’llah to which we are loyal no matter who the
members of that Assembly may be. The unity of the -
commumty is safeguarded only if we lend our complete

support to the institutions of the Cause regardless of |
‘their members. :

4. Can we resign from the memberslnp of a Spmtual
Assembly ?

No. Not unless we have a ‘very good reason, such as
continuous bad health or having changed our residence
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to some other toWn or village When we are elected
_as members of an Assembly, we must remember that
God has given us the privilege of serving our commu-
nity. Our loyaltyto the Teachings of Baha’w’llah and

our love for Him should encourage - us to accept any
' responslblhty in the service of His Cause.

5. Can we consult the Splntual Assembly about our
personal problems ?

Yes, we can. Abdu’l-Baha has encouraged the Baha’is
to take their problems to the Spiritual Assembly and
consult them about their difficulties. " If; God forbid,
“there should arise any differences between two Baha’is,
they should ask the Spiritual ‘Assembly to help them

.. solve their problems, and should wxllmgly accept the
- .deelslon of the Assembly. a

| 6. Is the Spmtual Assembly responslble to the Baha’is
who elect it? '

| No _The Local Spmtual Assembly is respomnble
to God, and in administrative matters to the National
- Spiritual Assembly of the country. Every Assembly
. should take its decisions for the good of the Cause. In
- problems which may arise between members of the
. “community,. ityshould be. impartial and deal with
oo justices It does mat matter how the community may .
- react towards its decisions, so long as the Assembly .
has been guided by Justlcez

7. Is the authority of any Baha’i hxgher than the: authonty |
of a Spiritual Assembly ?

 No. There is no individual leadership in the Cause.
- Being Chairman or Secretary of an Assembly does not
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nge an mdmdual any spec:al rights. . Outside the
.meeting of the Assembly the - members have .DNO more
rights than any other Baha'i in the community, and
' like them, have to. abide by all the decisions of the -

~ Assembly. There is absolute equahty of rlghts in the |
. Baha’i Fasth ‘

Baha’i Temples

TheBahanFaxthtsa universal rehgton, therefore thej
Baha’1 temple is a umversal house of worshlp of God. .
'When Baha’is ‘build their temples they dedicate them to
the people of ‘the world, - Everyone belonging to any
rehglon, easte or creed is. welcome in the Baha'i temple
The sacred Writings of all rehglons are bemg read in our
temples In Baha'i temples people as menibers . of one

family gather under one roof to worshnp one Almxghty ', |
God . o -

, The structure of the Baha1 temples is a symbol of
umty in ltself They are nine-sided bulldmgs Each. side
has a gate. Allthesegatesopento .8 ‘central hall ‘under
one beautiful dome. These . mne ‘gates “and  nine-sided
structures symbohze the nine major religions ofthe world. -
They express the basic unity of all rehglons When we
-are in the central hall looking aronnd weseebeautlful
gates on all sides. There is no front door or- back door in
a ‘Baha’i temple, all gates opea on all’side& allrecew-
ing light- and sending light: ‘to' the centfill “hall where
“peoples of all kinds have gathered togethet to worshlp -

God. This is a wonderful way to show in a building
equahty and unity of rehglons :

B The Baha'i temples are not merely housés of worship.
‘They are institutions. Around these nine-sided temples
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will be nine humamtanan mstltutlons “like school,
orphanage, hospltal etc., each copnected to one side of
the temple, through beautiful ‘roads and pathways. All
these roads lead;to the House of God. Is it not a beautiful
arrangement ? It certainly is and it is because Abdu’l-Baha
himself in his revealed Tablets has outlined the plan for
- Baha’i temples.

At present we have five Houses of WOl’Shlp in the ﬁve
continents of the world. ‘One is in Asia in Ishkabad,
Russia, one is in Wilmette in the Umted States of Amenca,
one is in Kampala, Africa, one in Sydney, Australia and
one in Frankfurt, Germany, in ‘the continent of Europe.
They are called mother temples of each continent because
in future numerous temples will be built in many countnes
" of the world.’ Already many countnes ‘Thave acqulred lands
to bulld their temiples. |

The Baha’i Fund :

If you were hvmg ina vﬂlage where there was a flood
and someone’s house hadbeen washed away, leavmg him and
his children without a house, and then you came to know
that a number of people were helpmg to build a shelter
- for this homeless famlly, What would you do? Would you
say. you were too poor to help, or would you come
forward with your share, no matter hotw little it might be,
to make it possible for this family to have a roof over
the1r heads in the rainy season. What you might have to
oﬁ'er, may be a cartload of stones or a vey small sum of
money, it would be one of many other dopations which,
when put together, shall make it possible to build a shelter
for this family that had no other home.

‘The human race today is like a homeless family caught
in the tempest of war and hundreds of other calamities,
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and the Baha’i Faith is the refuge in which humanity can
find peace and happiness. The Baha'is of the world are
. striving to build. up this shelter for man_kmd Would not’
every one of us come forward to help ?

We must estabhsh the msututwns of the Cause, buﬂd

- . our Centres and Houses of Worshlp, translate the teach-

ings of the Faith into all the Ianguages of the ‘world,
publish pamphlets and books, And for these and many

- other. undertakings; we are in’ ‘need of material means as

 well as. spiritual help.- This is : why every Local and
National Spmtual Assembly has a specxal Fund towards
- which Baha'is can: contnbute.

The contributions must be made voluntanly, no one
can oblige us to donateto the funds if we do not wish to
do so. But contribution to our funds is a spiritual
obhgatmn, and a test of our Faith. - No Baha’i; knowmg A
the. unportance of this Cause to humamty, can - deprive
himseif of the privilege of helping to raise ‘its mstltutlons -
and brmgmg 1t to the notlce of the suﬁ'enng world

- The amount we. give to the Baha’x Fund 1s not as
* important as the spirit in which we give our contributions
When the Baha’is wanted to build the Temple in America,
Abdu’l-Baha asked the believers of the world to contribute
towards it. There was an English lady who was very poor -
but longed to give something for the Temple "All she had
in the world which she could sell .was her long, beautiful P

‘golden hair. Although it meant & great sacrifice, she cut
her long hair and contributed the money to the Fund. In
this way she, too, could part1c1pate in bmldmg a glonous

Temple.

Our beloved Guardian has said :



S DR

iy - ~
. .
\. e i .
-
v o ’
¢
8 v e s,

'SOME OF. THE LAWS

~ OBLIGATION

»




S

142

' . “We mustbe like the fountain or spring that is
conunually emptying itself of all that it has and is
* continually being reﬁlled from an invisible source.
To be continually ngmg out for the good of our -
- fellows undeterred by the fear of poverty and
" reliant on the unfailing bounty of the Source of all -
~ wealth and" all good—this is the secret of right
. livmg." .
Every Spirituai Assembly must establish . a Fund.
Members of the community must contribute -according to
their capacity by their own fréee will. By our giving a
;,partofwhatGodhasglvenus,weoﬂ’eronrthanks-
_- gmng to_our benevolcnt God.

: ‘Ren&mb« what Abdu'j-Baha has said

“O ye fncnds ofGod;rcstassnredthatmplaceof

- this contribution, your commerce, your agriculture

~and your. mdustry shall be blessed many times.
Whosoever .comes with one good act, God will
give him tenfold. There is no doubt that the living

" Lord assists and confirms the generous soul.”




- Cleanlmess |

| .Baha’u"llah says in the Book of Aqdas:

“Be the essence of cleanliness among mankind...
under all: circumstances.: ¢onfirm yourselves to
* refined - manners...let: no. ‘trace - of -uncleanliness
* appear on your clothes. . .: Immerse yourselves in
pure water; a water: whlch ‘hath been used is not
allowable . ... Venlywehavedeslredtoseemyou
the manifestations of Paradise on earth, so that
~there may be diffused from you that whereat the
" hearts of the favoared ones shall re;owe v

This command of Baha’ ’llah helps us to understand
the - mportance of : cleanlmess. God ‘wants -us. to be

 healthy and- ‘happy throughout: our days. If we do not

keep clean, our health will: be affected ‘and: when we are
not healthy, we eannot be as happy as-we shoutd be

Sc:enoe has proved that most of the dlseases in the
world are caused by uncleanlmess. If we eat food with

dirty hands, we endanger our health becatse many diseases

enter our bodles “in ‘that’ way. " If we ‘put dirty’ hands

_on our eyes, we wﬂl have eyé trouble. . In many villages

of the world today, people wash - their clothes .and dishes

. in water which ‘is not veiy clean. . Sometimes even their

dnnkmg water is far frod- ‘being pure, and this can bring
them a lot of unhappmess in the form of various diseases.

Keepmg ourselves, our clothes and our homes clean
is very important for us -as: Baha’1s because 1t is a

. command of Baha'wliah. .Abdwl-Baha has said:
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“External cleanliness, although itis but a physwal
thing, has great influence upon splntuahty . The
fact of having a pure - and spotless body exerc1ses_ |
an influence upon the spirit of man.” e

Prayer'

“If one friend feels love for another he will WiSh‘. to
'say-so. .. Though ‘he knows that the friend is aware
“that he loves him, he will still‘wish to say s0.....
~ God knows:the wishes of all hearts, but the impulse
‘to pray isa natural one, sprmgmg from man’s Iove

toGod..'..‘ ’ L o I

, Abdu’l-Baha says that prayer is conversatmn w1th God.
At another plaee he says. o

“We should speak m the language of heaven—-s :
-+ _in . the language of - the spirit—for- ‘there is a
- language of the spirit and. heart It is -as dlﬁ'erent
from our language as our own language is different
from that of the - ammals, who express themselves'
o ‘only by cnes and sounds TE

LTt is the language of the spxnt Wthh speaks to .

. God. When, in prayer, we are freed from all
outward things and turn to God, then it is as ifin
~our hearts we hear the voice of God.. Wlthout '

- words we ‘speak, we . ‘communicate, we . converse’
with God and hear the answer...All of us, when
we attain to a truly - spiritual condition, can hear -
the voice of God.” = '

Prayer is the food of soul. We cannot grow
. strong and healthy in spmt if we do not pray. Therefore
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‘prayer is compulsory in our religion. Baha’wllah, in His

~ Most Holy Book {Aqdas), writes :. -

“Chant (or recite) the Wotds of God every morning
and evening. . "The one whio neglects.this has not
been faithful to the Covebant of ‘God and His
agreement, and he whd' turns away from it today is
- of those’ who “have tirned away from God. . Fear

God, O my people ! Let not too much ‘reading (of
the Sacred Word) and actions by day or night make
you proud. To chant but ont¢ Verse with joy and
gladness is "better ' for you than reading all the
Revelations of the Omnipotent God “with careless-
ness. Chant the Tablets of God in such measure
that ye be not overtaken “with . fatigue and’ ;lépfes- |
sion. “-Burden' not  the' soul so as to cause exhaus-
tion and languor but ‘r’aiher'f refresh. it that thus it
may soar on the wings of Revelation'to the Dawn-
ing-place of - proofs. “‘This' brings you nearer to

'God, were ye of those who understand.”

~ From these sacred Words of Baha’v’llah we understand

that Baha’i ‘prayers, ‘though" !bompﬁlsbry, - must not be
treated as a sort of-ritual or- cetémony. - You will find
many people who think: that by the mere recitation of
some words, which they do not usually understand, they
are performing a meritorious deed; “Some people_ believe
that if- they recite a whole book of Sacred Writings in one
day they will find favour in the sight- of God and be
rewarded in some way. |

Thousands of people spend hours reading their sacred
Books in Sanskrit or Latin or.Arabic when they do not
understand a word of these Tanguages. They do this
because they suppose that the mere recitation of sacred
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Words will bnng them salvatlon, when tbey are bhndly ,
. imitating what their fathers dgd beiom them. In the -
Baha’i Faith lip worship is not permltted Baha'u’llah
says: “To- chaat but one verse -with joy and gladness is
better for you'than reading all the’ Revelations of- the
Omnipotent God thh carelessness.”. He warns us not to

burden “the soul s6 as to cause exhaustmn and languor,

 but rather refresh it that thus it may soar on the wings of
Revelatwn to the Dawnmg-place of proofs ” -

There are hundreds of beantiful praycrs revealed by
_the Bab, " Baha’u llah  and Abdu’l-Baha. - Baha’is -are’
encouraged to read them whenever they wish to .pray.
- Baha'i meetmgs usually.open and close with prayers.  One . -

- pcrson reads. or ‘chants ‘from: the: Holy: Writings in the. -

meetmg while the ‘rest listen and meditate upon the words.
The "prayess -are -very-inspiring and one can -experience
great joy and spiritual. nphftment when Baha’i prayers- are
' being recited. ' These prayers_are not obhgatory and‘it is
-left to-every individual to recite - themy whenever he Likes.
But Baha'is do have compulsory prayers -too. Baha’u Nah
has revealed three such prayers. We-are free, to select any -
one of these: three: prayers, but we must use one of -them
- every day. - 'Of these prayers, -there.is one that must.be
- said once in every 24 hours! It is called the long Obligatory
" Prayer.~-Then there is a shorter prayer which must-be.said
- three times-a-day-—in the morning, at mid-day and in ‘the
evening. Thethndlsaveryshortprayer tobe saxd once
every day atnoon. .

- You can ﬁnd_au these prayers printed in Baha’i
- prayer books. The shoft compulsory prayer can be found °
. in the first chapter of this book under. the subject “Pur-

pose of Our Lives” (on page 2). If you decide to- say this
prayer every noon, it is best to memeorize it.. But which-
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. ever prayer. you choose .to - say, you must remember. that
the spirit with which we offer our prayers is of the greatest
unportanee Abdd’l Baha says '

“In t;he lughest prayer, men: pray only for the love :
~of - God, nat because they fear Him or hell, or hope
- for bounty or heaven. . . . When.a man falls in love
w1th a human being, 1t is imposs;ble for him to

. keep from . mentwmng the - name of his beloved.

: ‘How much more difficult is it to keepfro m mention-
ing the Name of God when ‘one has come to love
Him.... . The "spiritual man finds no dehght in
anythmg save 1n commemoratlon of God

F astmg

In the Baha Calender there are_ four and sometlmes
five days between the 18th and l9th months of the year
whlch are called the “Days of Ha” or the Interoalary
Days During these days Bahats entertam thexr friends
and relatives; or feed the: poor ‘amongst them. With the

begmmng of the 19th month, the month of Loftmess (Ala),- |
the penod of our fastmg begms :

' Throughout the nmeteen days of fastmg, we do not eat

¥ ~ or dnnk anything from sunrise to sunset. Wegetupat

dawn to pray to God and thank Hini for all His favours
“and blessings Then we eat our food * ‘befote the sun

~ rises and have nothing more during the day until the sun

| has.set ‘We break our fast at sunset after oﬁ'ermg our
prayers. .

 These. ,1*9.' days of fasﬁnﬁ bring :us closer to God thgn

 other times. When we keep the fast we are showingina

symbolic way our love for God and our faithfulness m_
carrymg out His commandments.
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‘ Thls is what Abdu’l-Baha says about fastmg

~ ““Fasting-is a symbol ‘Fasting sxgmﬁes abstmence": :

- from lust. Physical fasting is a symbol of that
abstmence, and is a reminder; that is, Just as a
person abstains from physical appetites, he is to
abstain from self-appetites and. self-deszres But
‘mere abstentlon Arom food has noieffect on the
Spirit. Tt is only a symhol, a reminder. - Otherwise
it is- of no importance. Fasting for this - ‘purpose
does not mean entire abstinence from-food. ‘The
golden rula as to food-is, do not take too much or
too little. ;  Moderation- is . necessary There is a
sect in India who practise extreme abstmence, and
gradually reduce their food until they exist. on
-almost nothing, But thexr mtelhgence snﬂ'ers A

©‘mani is ‘not fit to do service for God ' with bram or
body 1f he'is weakened by lack of fow Hc cannot -

. see clearly » B | N
‘T'Before a"'l-nse we prepare ourselveg for pmyers and'

meditation. " ‘There are beautiful prayers revealed by
Baha’u’llah, especlally for this. period. Shortly. before
- sun-rise we ﬁmsh our breakfast We will not eat or drink
from sun-rise to sun-set. ‘During the- period of fasting
we, more than ever befose, feel our love for Baha’u’llah
and always remember that, it is for His love that we
observe the fast. -After sun-set we break our fast.

also oﬁ'e; prayers ‘before - or after breakmg the fast.
Though there are a number of prayers ,especially revealed
by Baha'v’llah for the fasting, we are allowed to offer
any one of the revealed prayers from the Baha’i Holy
- Book. However, for the conveniencs of qur- dear readers,
we mention below one of the prayers which may be said
during the fasting period :.
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“Praise be to Thee, O Lord my God ! I beseech
Thee by this Revelation whereby darkness hath
‘been turned into light, through = which the
Frequented Fane hath been built, and the Written
Tablet revealed, and the Outspread Roll uncovered, |
‘to send down upon me and upon them who are in

" my company that which will enable us to soar into
the heavens of Thy transcendent glory, and will
wash us from the stain of such doubts as have .

. hindered the suspicious from entenng into’ ‘the
tabernaele of Thy umty

“I am the one, 0 my Lord who hath held fast the
eord of Thy lovnig-kmdness,_ and clung to the hem.
of Thy mercy and favours ‘Do Thou ordain for
me and for my loved ones the good of this world
~and of the world to come. Supply them, then,
with the Hldden Gift Thou didst ordain for the

_cho1cest among Thy. creatures. - These are, Omy
Lord, the days in which Thou hast bidden Thy

: servants to. observe the Fast Blessed is he that
observeth the Fast wholly for Thy sake and with
absolute detachment from all things "except Thee.
Assist me and assist them, O my Lord, to. obey
Thee and to keep Thy precepts Thou venly, hast
power to do what Thou choosest

““There is no God but Thee, the All-Knowmg, the -

All-Wlse “All praise be to God, the Lord of all
worlds.”

--BAHA’U’LLAH

The period of fasting continues to the last day of the
Baha’i year. New year’s day which falls on the 21st of
March, marks the end of the fast. ‘Baha’is celebrate
this day as ‘the Feast of Naw Ruz.
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Work Is Worsth |
Among the laws of Baha’u’llah is that everybody should"

work. It is a sin to beg or to be idle in life and - therefore

itis forbldden in the Baha'i Faith. Work is . .compulsory
for everybody in. this Cause, -and when it is done in the
spirit of service to.the people of the world, it. becomes a

- - form of worshlp for.the Baha'is. Baha’u’llah says:

l

“Itis made mcumbent on every one of you to;
. engagein some one ooeupatron, such as arts trades,
 or the like. We have made this—your oocupatron-—-
identical with the worship of God, the. True :One;
-Peflect O people,. upon. the mercy of God and
. upon His favours, 1hen thank . Him- m mormngs:.
andevemngs” T ]

' Abdu'l-Baha further explams

: ;“In theBahar Cause arts, screnoes and all crafts
are counted as worshrp The man who makes a. .
piece of note-paper to the best ‘of 'his abﬂrty,"

.consclentrously, concentratmg all . his t‘oroes on“_
perfectmg lt, is giving pralse to God Brieﬂy, all
ceffort._and- exertion put forth by man from the
fullness’ of his heart is worshrp, if it is prompted by
.the. highest motives and the will to do service
. to humanity. - - This is worship: to serve mankind
_and to mmrster to the needs of the people Service.

s pra)er...;..’-’

onrk is - worsl:up' Servxce IS prayer! Th1s is a
wonderful law ' : |

When we want to worshrp God we must WO!'Sth Him
with happiness: and sincerity. Baha’is believe that the
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- farmer who’ is tilling his land for .the. beneﬁt of hiﬁmt‘ and-

others, is worshipping God. . The carpenter who is mahing
a door for somebody’s house, or the tailor who- is stitch-

" ing a garment and trying to use all his skill in. making it
_beautlful for some one to en]oy, is giving praise to God

S0 we see that, w1th the blessmg of Baha wllah, ‘every

- field can become a temple of God, every workshop a

house - of - WOL'Shlp., To .a Baha’i, therefore, his work, no

* matter how difficult it may be, becomes a pleasant occupa-
tion because through it “he can- worship God. And a -

Baha’i will carry out his work with- the same happmess,

' sineerity and honesty as he pefforms his prayers

_ An ascetlc who hves in a cave or in the heart of a

i]ungle, is: prepared ‘to .do- all sorts of penance because
he feels ‘that in domg so_he is worshrppmg God.

Baha’ u’llah has ‘said that the age of asceticism and monk-
hood is over." He has, instead, made every type of useful
work for us equal to the worship -of God. Work can no
more be tirésome for us when we consider it to be a prayer
and do 1t wrth devotron o

Denuncratron of the world and Irvmg a solitary life is

" not. considered ‘meritorious in our Faith. That is why

Baha'is have no monks or ascetics among them.

- Baha’ u’llah says :

40 people of the earth! A solitary life and severe
;dlsclplme do not meet God’s approval The
_possessors of perceptlon and knowledge should
look into - the means which are conducive to joy
_and fragrance. Such practices come forth and
proceed from the loins of superstition and the womb
of fancy, and are not worthy of the people of know-
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ledge. . Some of the people of the past and of later -
- “times dwelt in mountain caves, and others frequen:."

. ted "the- tombs "‘during ‘the night. - Say: Hearkéen'to -~
* the -advice of this Oppressed One. Abandon that -
which ye hold, and adhére unto’ -what the - trust-
worthy Counsellor commands. Deprive not your-
selves of that which is created for you.” -

.- Let us wotship God in our fields and - our workshops.
- Let us praise Him by continuous and -conscientious work,
Let us'offer sincere .prayers: to -our. Creator through our

~ service to mankind. : Let us femember this law of - God. for

_ “Waste not yqur'..ﬁmq in idleness and _indolence, -
. and occupy yourselves with that which will profir |
. yourselves and others besides yourselves. Thus hath
.. the mattér been’ decreed in this' Tablet, from the )
 Horizon of which the Sun of ‘Wisdom-and_Divine
. Utterance is gleaming] The most desplsed of men
- before God is he who sits, and ‘begs., Cling unto
- ‘the'rope of means, relying upon God, the Causer of
Causes. Every soul who occtipies himaeif in anart
ot trade... this will be accounted an act of worship
- before God. Verily this is from no other than His
. great and abundant favour!” D

eaching The Cause of God

If anyone asks us what is the duty of a Baha’i; ‘we can
say that a Baha'i should (1) study the Cause, (2) practise
its Teachings, and (3) spread its Message. Baha’u’llah says;
“God hath made it incumbent upon every' soul ‘to deliver

i

His Cause according to his ability.”

Wﬁy is it necessary. for us to teach the Cause of God ?
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When a person suffers from a terrible disease, and then
finds a medicine which cures him and brings immediate
relief from all his pain and suffering, he will certainly |
treasure that medicine with greatest care. But if he
sees a friend of his suffering from the same disease, what
will he do with the medicine? Will he selfishly keep it for
himself and allow his friend to suffer ? Of course not.
He will gladly take the medicine to his friend and assure
him that it will bring immediate mhef from his sickness
because he has already tested it hlmself.

Baha u’llah is the “All-Knowmg Physma , and He
has brought. a wondeérful Medicine which can cure us of
all our ailments. The disease of hatred, superstition,
‘despair and disunity is destroying the people of the world.
How can a true Baha’i, who has himself been cured of
these -ailments and knows. the remedy, be- indifferent
towards the sufferings of . others? Surely he must try
to share what he himself has received from the teachings
of God with his ailing brethten- whom he finds on every
hand. : ‘ | o

- In the Baha'i Faith we have no special people whose
- job is to preach and spread the Message of God. The
responsibility of guiding people to the Cause, therefore, is
placed on the shoulders of every individual believer.

~ What is our interest in giving the Message of God to
other? We are not trying to gather an army. We do
not hope for any material gain in giving the Message.
We only teach the Cause of God because we feel love
towards others and do not want them to be deprived of
- the great bounty which God has bestowed upon us in this
age. We never try to impose our ideas upon other people.
We do not argue with them. If they refuse to accept what
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we. offer them, we will still Jove them. We uever tell

people that-they are wrong and we are right. We just
present - the. Message which God has - sent us through
Baha’u’llah. - It is left to them to accept it. Our - love for

others is not dependent on their beconung Baha’is. Thls is
what Baha’n’liah orders us to do :

“0 people of Baha! Ye are the dawnmg-places of
‘the love and- day-springs of the Favour of God. -
: Deﬁle not your ‘tongués with curse or execrating L
anyone, and guaid your eyes from that which is not
.. 'worthy. .Show forth that which -Ye possess (ie.
.. Truth). . If it be accepted, the aim is attained. ~If .
not, to rebuke or interfere with him who rejects is .
. vain, Leave hirn to himself, and : advance towards
. God, the Protector, -the - Self- Subsistent. Be . not
. the-cause of sorrow how much less of sedition and .
~-strife]. It is hoped that he may be murtured in the
shadeofthetreeoszvmeBountyandact as . God
has willed fot you. -'Ye are all Ieaves of one tree
and drops of one sea.” S

Baha u’llah expects us to teach ourselves before teach- '
. ing.others. "This means that we should try our best to
~ know about His teachings and. to practise them in our own
~ lives before we expect others to follow these teachmgs In
~ the Words of Baha’ u’llah |

“The people of Baha must serve the Lord. mth
‘ w1sdom, teach others by their lives, and ‘manifest
- the Light of God in their deeds. The effect of
’ . deeds is in truth more powerful ‘than that of.
-words. . . . The effect of the ‘word spoken by the
“teacher depends upon his purity of purpose and his -
severance. Some are content with words, but the -
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truth of words is tested by deeds and dependent
upon life. Deeds reveal the station of the man,

- The words must be according to what has proceed-
ed from the mouth of the Will of God and is

'recorded in Tablets.,” o .

- Itisa great. privilege for us to (become a source of

 spiritual advancement and blessings to others. Perhaps

in the spiritual world there can be nothing more precious
for us than helping people to understand the purpose of

- their lives and to become nmted in one universal Cause,
" Abdu’l-Baha has said. that every Baha’i should try to guide

at least one person to the Cause of Baha’w’llah in ope
year. Teaching the Cause of Baha’u’llah is not dependent

. on our education.' Abdu’l-Baha says that even if one can-

not read and -write, he can still prove that he is a true
servant of mankind through his deeds and actions. If we

~live the life of a trae Baha’l, people will themselves come

to see that we are different because we have put into

- practice the teachmgs of God for this age. The importance
. of teachmg the Cause and the blessings it brings us is

clearly understood from this Tablet of Abdu’l-Baha :

- “It is known-and clear that today the unseen divine
assistance encompasseth - those . who' deliver the
Message. And if the work : of delivering the
Message be neglected, the assxstance shall be:
entirely cut off, for it is impossible that the friends
of God could receive assistance unless they be
engaged in delivering the Message. Under all
conditions the Message must be delivered, but with
wisdom. . . . The friends should be engaged in
educating the souls and should become instruments
in aiding the world of humanity to acquire spiritual
joy and fragrance. For -example : if every one of
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the friends (believers) were to establish relations of

friendship and. right dealings with-one of the
negligent souls, associate and live with him with

petfect Kindliness,” and meanwhile through good '
conduct and moral behaviour lead him to divine

instruction, to heavenly advice and teachings, surely

be would ‘gradually arouse ‘that negligent person,

would change h1s 1gnoranoe into knowledge

Alcohohc Dnnks are Prohzbz ted

We have seen how man is dlstmgmshed_:fromr | '.a'ni_mals '

| heoause of his: mind and soul. God expects:us to take
good care of these precious gifts with which He has bless-

ed the human race.. We must strive to Xeep our mmds and k

souls as healthy as posable

Aloohohc drinks po:son the mmd to such an extent

at people forget their station as human beings and drop-

to the level of beasts ‘when they are drunk. Therefore,

Bzaha u’llah has forbtdden us from usmg alcohohc dnnks' .

| altogether

A There are many Baha is who had the habit of using
- alcoholi¢ " drinks bet‘ore they came to believe in this Faith. .

. But after they accepted Baha'v’llah as the Manifestation

of God, they proved their love and loyalty towards Him by
getting rid of this harmful habit which brought nothing
but financial, physical and spiritual loss. Now they’ drink
from the water of life which Baha’u’llah has provided for
us through His teachmgs, and do not need alcoholic drinks
to keep them gay or. ‘make them forget thelr daﬂy
problems.

There are. also some tribes in the world who were
accustomed to serve alcoholic drinks during certain tribal

A%
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festivals or oeremomes., Now that they are Bahajs, they . .
still perform those ceremonies- but instead of alcoholic

drinks they serve delxolous juices: wlnch are free ﬁom the
harm of alcohol. o

Not only alcohohc dnnks, but mtoxxcatmg drugs hke '
opmm .which_poison. the mind  as well as the body,

" also forbldden in the Baha i Falth

Obsermng The Holy Days

' There are mne holy days thronghout the year on which
Baha is should not work. These days have been set aside

‘because’ some specxal event of great. mportanoe in the
~ Cause has taken place on each ‘of them, and they are thete- -
. fore not to be treated the same as ordinary days. Seven
_of the holy days are feast dajs, and two of them comme-

__morate the martyrdom of the Bab and the ascension of

Baha u’llah

Of the feest days, the ﬁrst is the Feast of Naw Ruz

which marks the encf of the fastmg penod and the begin-
mng of the New Year. - 5

_. The next three feasts are durmg the Ridvan festival.
This is the anmversary of Baha w'llah’s Declaration which
took-place in Baghdad. Durmg the twelve days we speak

of as “the days of Ridvan,” Baha’wllah stayed in a

beautiful garden called “Rldvan” where His friends and
followers came to see ‘Him for the last tlme before He left

. for. Constantmople Baha’ u’llah was' being ‘exiled from

Baghdad, and His many followers as well as hundreds o1
other people who had grown to love and respect Him, were
filled with grief at His departure. But the bitter sorrow
which weighed the hearts of His lovers was to be changed
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into eternal' joy, for it was during those ' days that
- -Baha’u’llah openly declared that He.: was the- One Whose
coming the Divine Manifestations of the past had foretold,
and for whom the Blessed Bab had given His precious life,
- In memory of those wonderful twelve days, we celebrate
the Feast of Ridvan every year; and of these days, the first,
the ninth and the twelfth are Holy Days on which wo do
- not work. S IR R

Then we have the anniversary. of ‘the Declaration of - the
Bab, which is the day the Bab spoke of His Mission to
Mulla Husayn for the first. timé in Shiraz, - SNV

. T ixth nd vt of o et dae s e B

~ days of the Bab and Baha'w’llah, . |
1. March21s¢” Feast of Naw Ruz (New Year) .

2. April 21st First day of Ridvan—Declaration
| | . .. of; ‘wlah (1863) at 3 P.M.

30 A9t N day of Ridvan, .
4. May2ad | Tyelfth day of Ridvan. .

5. May23d © Declaration of the Bab (1844), tvo

- .
TRy L. .

(oo . . . sunscton May22nd, "
6. May29th - Ascension of Baha’u’llah (1892) at
c 3A.M
7. Julyogth M tyrdom of the Bab (1850) at

~ ‘ho d ale\?cn : minu.te.s aﬁe"

I "about noos. o
8.  October 20th  Birthday of the Bab (1819) "
9. November 12th  Birthday of Baha'w’llah (1817)

" To the M’k sunsef is the end of one ‘day and the
beginning of another. Therefore.each of thess Holy Days
. start with the sunset on the previous day. For example,

it
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the Declaration of the Bab took place two hours and
eleven minutes after sunset on the 22nd of May and ends at
sunset on May 23rd. The day of - Baha'v’llah’s ascension
starts at sunset on May 28th and ends at sunset on May
29th, and so on.

Abdu’l-Baha says that we should try to make these
Holy Days different from the rest of the days of the year by
taking some important step for the progress of the Cause
and the service to humanity. We can establish a Baha’i
center or a Baha’i i class, we .can start a school ora
hospital, each commumty accordmg to its capacity and its
special needs. As individuals too, we cap make declslons
which will help us to become better Baha'is in our personal
lives as well as better members in our community. So,’

according to Abdu’l-Baha, a feast day for usis not only’
- for the purpose of eating good food and having a good .

time, although that too is part of a feast.

Nexther do we sit and mourn on the‘- .day' of the Bab’s |
martyrdom or Baha’u’llah’s ascension, for although it is
natural for us to feel the grief of these days, we know that

- the only way to show our loyalty to the Manifestations of
God is to dedicate our lives to the service of the Cause for
which They lived and died.

Baha’is always gather to meet each other and to offer
special prayers on the Holy Days. These meetings are very
important because through them unity is established among
the members of the commuaity, and the unity of Baha’is
becomes the cause of divine blessings. '

~ Abdu’l-Baha says ¢

It has been decided by th De su'e of God that

nnnnnnnn A L w wmatr dav vy A
uuluu alil ualulvu) u.l“J ek v b
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the friends} of God and the handmaids of the
Merciful. Not until this is realized will the aﬂ'alrs

o advance by any means! And the greatest mea'ns

for the union and harmony of all are Splntual
Meetings. This matter is very important and is as

a magnet to éttract divine confirmations.”
Marnage

We have seen that there is no monastlc hfe in

Baha’i Faith. - Marnage is an 1mportant institution in
Baba'i Faith. In the "Aqdas”, the Most Holy Bo
Baha’u’llah says : “Enter into wedlock, O - people, that

may brmg forth one who will make mention of Me.”

, | Abdu’l-Baha says ¢

“The marnagg ‘of Baha is means that the man and
- woman must “become spiritually and physically

umted, so that - they may have eternal unity

. 'throughout all the divine worlds, and improve the.
- spmtual life of each other Thls is Baha'i  matri-

.-e.--mony

How is the Baha’l marnage performed ? The necess:

' reqmrements for a Baha'i marriage are : (I) Mana
‘woman must consent to marry each other. They cannot

. forced to marry each other. (2) Parents of the bride a
- the bridegroom, - if alive, must give consent for the m

riage. Baha_’u’llgh; says:

“As We desired to bring about love and friendship
~ and the unity of the people, therefore, We madegit
conditional upon the consent of the parents also,
that enm1ty and ill-feeling might be avoided.”
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When these necessary consents are obtained, the parties
inform their Spiritual Assembly of their intention of -
marriage and fix a date so that a representative may be
sent to witness the marriage. Then in the presence of -a
few persons they will repeat the following verse enjoined

'by Baha u’llah in His Most Holy Book

“We w111 all venly, ablde by the Will of God.” *
,An,d the bride will also say : |
“We will all, verily, abide by the Will of God.”

* After this the man and the woman become husband
and wife and the date of the marnage is regxstered with

the Spmtual Assembly. :

-Even if there is no Spiritual Assembly, the mamage _
can be performed, in the way we have described, by the

bride and the bridegroom themselves in the presence of a
. few thnesses Abdu’l-Baha says ::

| “The Baha'i be trothal is the perfect agreement and
entire consent of both parties. T_hey must show
forth the utmost attention and become informed of
one another’s character. The firm covenant be-
tween them must become an eternal binding, and
their intentions must be everlasting affinity, friend-
ship, unity and life.” -

Tn the light of this teaching, marriage is not only
a material but a spiritual performance as well. We are not
trading our boys and girls when they are married. We are
joining them in reunion. It is customary among some
people who make it an obligation on the girl and her
parents to pay a certain amount or gift to the bridegroom’s

family and vice versa. There is no such system in the
Baha’i marriage.
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There are some beautiful prayers -revealed by
‘Baha’ u’llah and Abdu’l-Baha for marriage whlch are not
obhgatory but can be said along with those verses, 1f SO
desxred ) : : -

In marnage, as at any ‘other happy occaslor, people of

every tribe or nation are free to entertain each other and

" have any kind of performances which are a part of their

culture. These customs, however, should not be against
the teachmgs of God in- maintaining purity of character

and dignity of man. = There are beautlful folk-dances and’

'folk-songs which enrlch ‘the new composite culture. of
‘mankind. Baha’is are encouragmg thls cultural hentage of
- people. Therefore,. the beautiful cultural hentage of
- people,- whether relating to marriage or other festive
occaswns, may be performed

One may ask if a Baha 1 can marry a non-Baha i.
Marriagé  of a Baha’i boy or- girl to a non-Baha’i
‘ belonging to any other religion is possible. In fact one of

the commands of Baha’ u’llah forusis: o

“to consort thh the people of all religions with j Joy
and fragrance, to show forth that which is declared
by the speaker of the Mount; and to render justice
-in affairs. The followers of sincerity and faithful-
ness must consort. with all the people of the world
with joy and fragrance; for association is always
conducive to union and harmony, and ‘union and
harmony are ‘the causes of the order of the world
and the life of nations. Blessed are they who hold
fast to the rope of - compassion and kindness and
.are detached from animosity and hatred »

A Baha’i who gets married to a non-Baha i should
make it clear to his or_her hfe-partner that he or she isa

i€
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Baha'i and has to obtain consent to petform ‘Baha’i laws,
As a Baha’i expects his of her non-Baha’i partner to take -

-part in a simple but dignified Baha’i ¢eremony, he or she

will also be ready, to undergo marnage ceremomes of the

. rehglon of hls or her pa,rtner R

The Baha’i marnage law is still anothet symbol of the
oneness of - mankmd It shows that the Baha’j Faith is

~ not meant for a speclat cult or group. It is for the man-

kil’ld'.’

Loyalty To Government

Baha’ u’llah has forbldden us to engage in any actmty
that may harm soclety We also have to refrain from any-
thing that-is not honest: or is. snbversxve. About a hundred

- years ago Baha’ u'llah set tlns prmmple in one of H1s

Wntmgs' .

“In evefy country or govemment whereany of this
. community re51de, they must behave toward that
] _.‘Govemment thh fatthfulness, trustfulness and
. ‘truthﬁ.llness.” :

. A Baha’i cannot be faithful to his rehgton if he is not
faxthful to his. government. '

P

o '_ Abdu’l—Baha has sald“

4‘ ..‘.“Loyalty to. government,m the Bahal view, is an

- essential spiritual and social principle.” “We must

obey and be the well-wishers of the government of
“the land......”" “The essence of the Baha'i spirit is
that in order to establish a better social order and
“economic condition, - there: must be allegiance to the
' laws and pnnclples ot‘ govemment ”



166

Loyalty to the government is a part of the character

 that has to be ‘built up among us. Any act of treachery is
asm Baha u’llah says: . T

“Let mtegnty and upnghtness dxstmgmsh all thme

acts.” . “Beautify your .tongues, O people, with
truthfulness, and adorn your souls with the orna-

" 'ment of honesty. Beware, O people, that ye deal
- not treacherously with any one. Be ye- ‘the . trustees

of God amongst His creatures, and the emblems of

His generosity amidst His people.”

In this connecuon another 1mportant point may be

S menhoned that every Baha’l must observe

Our Fmthhas nothmg to do thh pohucs and Baha’is

. cannot partlclpate in any party pohtlcs whatsqever ‘This
- does not mean that we are aga.mst those who are in party

politics or have some grudge against any particular party.

We belleve that God has set a dxrectxon for us to spend
our energles and resources ‘to build up.-a divine World

Ox:der We have a God-glven plan ‘which- mcludes all the |

partles and much more W1thout havmg thelr shortcommgs.

" God has set a straight path for us to-tread. This path is,

'nelther inclined towards left nor right, .neither East nor

West. - It is the path of unity of all maqkmd in all parts of
the world, belonging to various nations, creeds and classes.
Moreover, the Order that Baha’u’llah has establlshed in the

world is divine in mxm and necessanly is quite different -

in nature, scope and dxmensxon from that of man-made
and often oonﬂxctmg 1deolog1es

There is another reason that a Baha’1 cannot partici-
pate in polmcal movements _This has been explained by
Shoghl Effendi, the Guardlan, in'one of His letters

Fy;
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& eeee.We Bahaxs are one all the world over; we
- are seeking to build up a new Woild Order, divine .
-in origin. HowcanwedothlsnfeveryBahal isa-
member of a different pohhcal party—some of them -
diametrically opposite to each other? Where . is our. -
* unity then? We would be divided, because of poli- -
tics, against omlm and this is the opposue of
our purpose. Obviously, if onc Baha’i in Austria is . -
given freedom to choose a pohtlcal,party and join
it, however good its aims may be, another Baha'i in
Japan or America, or India, has the right to - do the
- - same thing and he might belong to a party the very
opposite in principle to that which the Austrian
- Baha’i belongs to. Whete would be the unity of the
_ -Faith then? These two spititual brothers would be
working against each other because of their political
-affiliations (as the Christians of Europe have been
doing .in so many fratricidal wars). The best way
for a Baha'i to serve his country and the world is to
-work for the establishment of Baha’w’llah’s World
- .Order, Wthh will gradually unite all men and

- “do away with d1v1s1ve political systems and religious.
- creeds.”

_Ho‘w One Becomes A'Baha’i

~ Many times we ‘hear this question: ‘‘How ‘can I
become a Baha’i i " Some people think that Baha’i Faith is
a society which invites members. This is not correct.

- Some other people think that Baha’i are interested to

change the names of the people and give them a pew
denommatxon in rehglous spherw This is also not
correct.,

‘To become a Baha’i means to have conviction in the
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Oaeness .of God, oneness.of religions and * oneness of
mankind; to realise that religion is progréssive and conti-

nuous and is for the sake of unity rather than .

disunity. A Baha'i; moreover, is convinced . that all

religions-are divire in origin and are equal. However, a-
Baha’i believes' that Baha’u’llah (the Glory of God) is the

Manifestation of God for this age. And He, Baha’u’llah,

like the Manifestations of God in the past, has come

to open a new era of happmess and unity -for us ‘in this
age. When one becomes a Baha'i i, he finds the ‘love

"~ of Baha’v’llah in his heart. When this conviction' is

there, we are Baha'is.. No ceremony, baptism or change
- of name is' necessary to usher a person in the Baha’i

Faith. ‘In other words, we do .not beheve in conversion |

~ without :conviction and convxcuon ‘needs no ceremony.
Abdu’l-Baha says HE '

“The man who hves . the life accordmg to the a3
teachmgs of Baha u’llah is already a Baha i.

The aims of. Baha is are to serve men and to ‘bring

" unity and happiness to the world. - Baha’is are trying to
. ‘change the hearts’ of men. The change of heart is not
posmble exceépt by, the ‘power of the Words of God.

Abdu'l-Baha was once asked “What is a Baha i?” He
replied - that “to be a Baha’i simply means to love all the
world; to love the. humamty and try to. serve it; to work
for umversal peace and universal brotherhood ”

_ When a mirror is clean, it reﬂects the hght When it

is not clean, it does not reflect anythmg. If Baha'is teach
their religion to others, it is an attempt t6 clean up the
dust of prejudice, hatred and an1mos1ty from the mirrors

o
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‘of hearts. - When pure-hearted people eee:e in ' contact
with the Sun of Truth, they receive the light in great'
- measure and reflect it to others. .

Many Baha’is of today a're those who had always felt

| in their hearts the.necessity of having new teachmgs for

this new age, but they did not know as to how they could

. realise their feelings in practice. - They did not know that
" _there was a religion in the world that contained all the

teachings they wished to exist in a religion. As soon as they
heard about the Baha’i Faith, they. believed in it as the.

- Voice of God because they had already héard the Voice of

God in their hearts: without knowmg about Baha'u’llah.
‘They. ‘are - those clean ‘mirrors which .have now been
brought to the direction of the rays of the Sun of Truth
and reflect its splendour. The mirrors of hearts, though
clean, will remam dark if they are-not turned towards the

When thls convmtlon and reahzatlon of truth occurs in
anybody, he becomes a Baha’i. However, thereis a form
to be filled in and signed by the Baha'is, giving their names

- and addresses and informing - the National Spiritual

Assembly of their country that they believe in Baha’u’llah.
In this way one informs the Baha’1 World Community that
he is a " fellow believer in Baha’w’llah. Oune is a Baha’i
when he signs the declaration form and is accepted. When
heis a Baha'i, he is a servant of men. By signing the

~ declaration form, he pledges himself to serve humanity

through the God-given administration which is a part- of

~ the divine guidance for this age. Declaration forms are
. being issued by the Natlonal Spiritual Assembly of each

country and are given to believers m Baha’u’llah in that
country to sign. ' The signed forms are- returned o the

‘National Assembly through Local -Spiritual Assemblies.
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In case there. is no- ‘Local Asseinbly, those who declare
themselves as Baha’is may well send the form dlrectly to
the N S A. ‘ .

-A-Baha’i serves ‘men and also prays for them. Among
the mnumerable ?::saunful prayers revealed we read:

“O Thou Kind Yord! Thou ‘hast c_reatéd- all
huma,mty fromy the ssme stock. Thou hast dec--
reed that all shell Belomg 4o the came household.
In Thy, Holy Proc “are all Thy servamts,
ﬂn* & &l wmrw nd zvo shalieeed bencath Thy Tabern-
a¢ 1 Nave. | wer at Thy Table of |
. ‘owu ‘he light- of my -

3 ﬂ‘*‘n“' ¢ «ﬂ %3.5@ . i

o Provxdence&

T¢0. God' Thon ert .!:fi:%;;i' voally l’heh ‘Hhast pro-
:

!‘ F(“)q% ;(‘ﬁ- é«ﬁj _r’ ﬁ 0‘11

siter all, conferrest life upon:
23, Thoo hagt ond ol eaeh pnd ol with inlents

sud facultics, and a2l are stbmerged. in: the
Ocean of Thy Mercy. ‘ ST

. “O Thm Kmﬁ wm“’ ! Un > all, Let the religions

[ 1 pn T, o . X Lol E ~y - . .
- agres and moke e nelisag S, 86 that they may

e g ST &
e S oons famwdy 2 **{, e whole sarth.

a7 they all live together in per-
: fect harmony. :

- %0 God' Raise u]Oft ‘he banner of the oneress

of mankmd

“Cement Thou O God the hearts<qgether.

«n T'mn X ind Frther, O Gnd ! Gladden oor
hiearts thivugl he dagrance of ‘Khy ove. _ Brighten
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