Mysterious Forces of Civilization

1. In the name of God the Merciful, the Clement! 1.

N

Renewed thanks and comprehensive praise are jisiyto 2.
the Threshold of Unity of the Onpotent. He hatt
distinguished and glorified humanity, from amongst
all the realities in the world of being, by decregiits
true state to be that of wisdom and understandimg,two
great luminaries of the universe.

3. He hath adorned the mirror of creation with new and
wonderful manifestations of his will, by the effeahd
influence of those great gifts.

4. Thus, if you look with clear eyes into the world leding

it will be apparent to you that in every dispensatithe

world, by means of the graces of thought and wisdioath

been adorned with a new revelation and distingudshg

an excellent new gift.

5. This greater sign of the Incomparable Creator has
exceeded transcendental possibility, in his creatend
his glory. And the Hadeettcommencing “Before all things
God created wisdom” beareth witness to this fadte
indeed existed before all things, and was mader ¢iethe
temple of humanity.

He is pure and holy, who, by the splendors of the
lights of the divine grace hath made this dark wotthe
envy of the worlds of light: “He dazzleth the earth
with the light of her Lord.”

6. Exalted and holy is the Omnipotent God who made
humanity the dawning-place of this infinite grac&rhe
Merciful One inspired theQuran, created man, an
taught him the explanation theredf."
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3Qur’an 39:69.
*Qur'an 55:1-3.
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How long then shall we seek our own selfish desiwas 7.
the wings of egoism? How long shall we continue
like savage people in the depths of ignorance rmmnskry?
God has provided us with eyes in order that we $tou
seek throughout the world, and turn towards theseau
of civilization and progress: ears are granted sothat,
having listened to the wise precepts of the learned
may become instructed, and that girding up the doaf
resolution, we may follow their excellent exampleenses and
inner faculties have been bestowed upon us, thamag
use them for the good of mankind, and that we stoul
become distinguished from the lower nature of megn b
the solidity and justness of our judgment, and ioowily
engage ourselves in well-doing. Thus we may finduae
defense in the impregnable fortress of knowledge] at
all times be prepared to lay a new foundation foet
general welfare of our race; to discover a new sgst
upon which to remodel our existence, and to givapinly

to the world.

How noble and excellent is man, if he only attaon t
that state for which he was designed. And how mean
and contemptible, if he close his eyes to the publi
weal, and spend his preciowcsapacities on personi
and selfish ends. The greatest happiness lieshén t
happiness of others. He who urges the matchlesedsof
endeavor on the racecourse of justice and civilorat
alone is capable of comprehending the wonderfuhsigf
the natural and spiritual world. For is it nafitten
"We shall cause them to see our sigisith in the
world and in themselves"?

11.

®Qur’an 41:53.
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How long shall we drift on the wings of passion amin
desire; how long shall we spend our days like biéaha in the
depths of ignorance and abomination? God has gigeayes,
that we may look about us at the world, and laydhof
whatsoever will further civilization and the artéliving. He
has given us ears, that we may hear and profihéywisdom of
scholars and philosophers and arise to promotepaatice it.
Senses and faculties have been bestowed upon los,devoted
to the service of the general good; so that wejndisished
above all other forms of life for perceptivenesd aeason,
should labor at all times and along all lines, \leetthe
occasion be great or small, ordinary or extraomginantil all
mankind are safely gathered into the impregnabtaghold of
knowledge. We should continually be establishiegvrbases
for human happiness and creating and promoting new
instrumentalities toward this end. How excelleritpw
honorable is man if he arises to fulfil his respbifies; how
wretched and contemptible, if he shuts his eyabhdavelfare of
society and wastes his precious life in pursuirggdwn selfish
interests and personal advantages. Supreme happmman’s,
and he beholds the signs of God in the world antthénhuman
soul, if he urges on the steed of high endeavahénarena of
civilization and justice. “We will surely show timeOur signs in
the world and within themselve8.”
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'Qur'an 7:178; 8:22.
8 the Prophets and Messengers of God.
® The city of Medina.
19 The city of Mekka.
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It is indeed evident to all men of discernment tlaat 11.

this time the world-illumining majesty of the Shalas
determined to encourage the progress, comfort altare of the
inhabitants of Persia; and the building and peaplof their
cities.
equitable spirit, so that by the light of justice mmay

make Persia the envy of the kingdoms of the East an
restore the fragrance of her former

West, and to
excellent ages, and the joy of life to the veing amteries
of her people. Therefore it seemed well to thisvasat,
out of the fulness of his gratitude, and, for theveé of
God, to set forth in writing the manifold benefib$ his
great goodness.

He has resolved to deliver judgment in an
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His Majesty the_Shh has, at the present time, [1875] .U -l - 48 52 = A 9}“ Lasy! |
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to this high endeavor, a brief statement on ceriaigent

guestions. To demonstrate that His one purpose fjsomote
the general welfare, He has withheld His nameSince He

sl HSh AS Ay o 3V el 13gd aulad Gl e s o)

And this servant has withheld his name that this
purpose should be made manifest, and that it shdeld
made clear that he possessed no desire but theofjadtid

But knowing that virtue is proven by just deeds,diters,
as a faithful servant of God, these few words of

believes that guidance toward righteousness istselfia
righteous act, He offers these few words of courneeHis
country’s sons, words spoken for God’'s sake alarekia the
spirit of a faithful friend. Our Lord, Who knowsdl dhings,
bears witness that this Servant seeks nothing Ibat Vg right
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exhortation to the sons of his native land.
The Omniscient Lord is my witness, that | seek mgjtbut
the right.

and good; for He, a wanderer in the desert of G@mle, has
come into a realm where the hand of denial or asséipraise
or blame, can touch Him not. “We nourish your soldgr the

For I, a wanderer in the wilderness of God's love, sake of God; We seek from you neither recompense
have strayed in a world wherein censure and praise, thanks.*

appreciation and contumely are of little worth'.
"Verily we exhort you for the sake of God, and egpe
neither your rewards nor yet your thankfulness."

The hand is concealed, but written words are spread

abroad; the horse gallopeth but the rider is iblédi

“The hand is veiled, yet the pen writes as bidden;
The horse leaps forward, yet the rider’s hidden.”
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YThe original Persian text written in 1875 carriedauthor’s name, and the first English translafiahlished in 1910 under the title The Mysteriousdes of Civilization states only “Written in Pensiby an Eminent Bahai
Philosopher.”
Quran 76:9.
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O PEOPLE OF PERSIA, look in the garden of antiquity, and 3.

incline your heads in meditation, seeing with thgese of
wisdom. Repent, for here is the tragedy of a peopl

In former times, Persia was verily the heart ofwueld, and
shone among the nations as it were a lighted tapkar. glory
and prosperity broke from the horizon of humarnikg lthe true
dawn, disseminating the light of knowledge andnilining the
nations of the East and West. The fame of heownimis kings
reached the ears of the dwellers at the poleseoktiith. The
majesty of her king of kings humbled the monarch&eece
and Rome. Her governing wisdom filled the sageth wive,
and the rulers of the continents fashioned theirslapon her
polity.

The Persians being distinguished amongst the rsabbthe
earth as a people of conquerors, and justly adnfivedheir
civilization and learning, their country became tbkrious
center of all the sciences and arts, the mine ttieuand a
fount of virtues.

The wisdom and understanding of this people weee th

admiration of the nations of the world; and theingence and
genius were the cause of emulation amongst all men.
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O PEOPLE OFPERSIA! Look into those blossoming pages that
tell of another day, a time long past. Read thathwaonder; see

the great sight. Iran in that day was as the hafattie world;
she was the bright torch flaming in the assembtdgaankind.
Her power and glory shone out like the morning abdlke
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over East and West. Word of the widespread enyfirfdnose
who wore her crown reached even to the dwellerthénarctic

circle, and the fame of the awesome presence oKheg of I
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the world’'s philosophers marveled at the wisdom har
government, and her political system became theeiod all
the kings of the four continents then known.
distinguished among all peoples for the scope ofdeeninion,

she was honored by all for her praiseworthy cultared

civilization. She was as the pivot of the worltheswas the
source and center of sciences and arts, the wiallspf great
inventions and discoveries, the rich mine of humatues and
perfections. The intellect, the wisdom of the indial

members of this excellent nation dazzled the mioti®ther
peoples, the brilliance and perceptive genius tharacterized
all this noble race aroused the envy of the whaiddy
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In the records of the Persians, which are suppditethe 14. Aside from that which is a matter of record in Rars 9 Cuwaadia g EJJ_.\A 4\3,..,)\3 @‘J‘ﬂ P 4l J'\ PR
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

Therefore, O people of Persia, we must rouse owgsdtom 16.

the intoxication of carnal desire, and throw offgleetful
somnolence and idle sloth. Let us consider whetiner
enthusiasm and ambition of rational men can sufiex most
blessed land, which aforetime was a fountain oilization for
the whole earth, the spring of glory and of truéicfy for
humanity, the envy of the world, and the causenafilation for
all Oriental and Occidental peoples, to becomewaobg and a
reproach amongst all races and nations. And sulebirities in
the present age to be graven in the eternal pdgbe ®ook of
time? Is this nation, which was the noblest ofaret, now to
remain satisfied in such an exceedingly grievouaditmn?
And is this country, which possesses the most salub
climate, to be counted among the least progresdittee nations
of the world, by reason of its lack of industry amterprise, and
the absence of modern invention?

Did not the Persians of a former age excel in ed®anch of 17.

human activity? Were they not the title page & thook of
wisdom? Did they not by the grace of God shinthahorizon
of learning like a great luminary? How is it thaé are now
sunk in contentment, despite our calamitous camu?ti How is
it that we continue to follow the path of our cdrdesires?
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

And having been blinded to that which is the caafggrosperity 18.

and most acceptable to the Threshold of the Almigind, and
seeking naught but our personal advancement arfishsel
interests—how is it that this excellent country,iebhlike a
lamp shone with the light of learning, the briglmeof the
sciences and arts, from the pillar of dignity arebalute
endeavor, the heights of wisdom, fortitude and mitga—now
by reason of our sloth, vanity and indifferencepirthe lack of
knowledge and organization, from the poverty of Zleal and
ambition of her people, has suffered the rays ofphesperity to
be darkened and well-nigh extinguished?

"The seven heavens and the seven earths are fpityofor
the Beloved.”

It must not be supposed that the Persians arganfertheir 19.
natural vivacity, understanding, ingenuity, wisdointellect,
perception, or in their physical capacities, toeotinen. God
forbid! On the contrary they have been, and cgmimels to
all nations and tribes through the originality thieir genius
Likewise the kingdom of Persia possesses exceptferidlity,
an equable climate, and great natural beauty. Jtitphowever,
is needed; and industry and enterprise, educatidreaergy are
wanting; perseverance and enthusiasm alone cahuavai
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

At the present time, Europe, and some parts of Ameare 20.
renowned amongst the five continents for the ezpek of their
government, their eminence in the arts and sciengk#st in
ancient times they were the least considerablaehttions; the
most ignorant and slothful of the people of thetrearJustly
were they called barbarians; moreover, from thth fib the
fifteenth century of the Christian era, the perlotbwn as the
Middle Ages, there occurred amongst them so mambie
events and catastrophes, that these ten centueeanted by
Europeans as the dark ages of history.

The foundation of civilization and advancement iardpe
was established in the fifteenth century of thei€ian era; and
all the development and the encouragement of wese imtheir
ambitions, as well as the general increase of kedgd, date
from that period.
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Today throughout the five continents of the globeisi -y .
Europe and most sections of America that are readvior law )
and order, government and commerce, art and indusstience,
philosophy and education. Yet in ancient timesé¢heere the
most savage of the world’'s peoples, the most igrtoeand
brutish. They were even stigmatized as barbaridhats,
utterly rude and uncivilized. Further, from thi#Hicentury after
Christ until the fifteenth, that period definedthe Middle Ages,
such terrible struggles and fierce upheavals, sudhless
encounters and horrifying acts, were the rule antbageoples
of Europe, that the Europeans rightly describe ghdsn
centuries as the Dark Ages. The basis of Eurgm&gress and
civilization was actually laid in the fifteenth dery of the
Christian era, and from that time on, all her pnésevident
culture has been, under the stimulus of great marts as a
result of the expansion of the frontiers of knowgedand the
exertion of energetic and ambitious efforts, in flvecess of
development.
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

Now it seemeth that the Shah, the refuge of theegged, by 21.

divine aid, and in accordance with the efforts dfe t
Manifestation of Universal Prophethoi?d)ath raised the tent of
justice over the whole land; the bright morninghed clemency
has followed on the dawn of fair intention, so ttia fountain
of right and charity will surely be establishedtiis glorious
kingdom. He will erect the pillars of learning aoiilization
and put into practice that which leads to progresmmuch that
this Imperial Age may, in verity, become the en¥yalh times
past. Heretofore it was not manifest that the smga in whose
directing hand lies the controlling reins of thesatters, and
upon whose beneficent will dependeth the betterroémien's
condition, would, like a gracious father, striver fahe
advancement and civilization of his people. Thamfl and my
like were silent. But now it is made clear to swahpossess
understanding, that the king himself has determimngithout
strife, to lay a sure foundation of progress arst jule for all
his people. And these are indeed the signs ajdusiness.

18 Baha'u'llah.
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

Wonderful it is to relate, that the whole peopld dot arise, 22.

and give thanks and praise to God for the great wifich is
indeed a sure mark of the grace of the Most Glarioord; that
they did not soar up on the wings of joy and thalmdss into
the eternal regions of true happiness, and withHedrts give
prayer and supplication to the one worthy courtAtrhighty
God for the daily increasing graciousness of owghtyi prince.

Some,
corrupted by the canker of personal hatred, thentgrof whose
judgment has been clouded by the dust of selfishnerd
darkened by the mists of interests, and othersagied their
powers in satisfying their worldly desires and aiohis, and in
seeking by devious paths their self-advancement raised the
banner of jealousy, and have lifted up their voicesomplaint.
Hitherto they querulously asked, "Why is the Shamindful of
the public weal? And why does he not strive fa fleace and
quiet of his people?"

But now that his majesty has determined to adaptdhreat
measure, they make other objections. Some sayhbse ideas
are foreign to the genius of Persia, are uselegbdnpresent
exigencies, and are repugnant to the ancient cgswmwinthe
country.

And some mistaken persons, having collected a ycant

gathering of people who are careless of the priesipf their
own religion and ignorant of the fundamentals af true law
and devoid of discrimination, address them, sayiiggese are
the laws of the countries of unbelievers, and fioeee contrary
to our observances; whosoever adopts the customstafns,
verily he is of them®

Some believe that such alterations must be suffeced
proceed by slow and gradual evolution, one thirpfong on
another, adding, "There is no reason for haste."

And others believe that the Persians ought of tebraes to
discover these things which be necessary to theowement of
their policy, their public instruction, and theivilization. And
that there is no need to acquire inspiration frairep nations.
But each group should dwell in its own world.
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noble purposes will daily multiply, some, on thenzary, whose
reason has been corrupted by personal motiveshanddrity of
whose perception has been clouded by self-intarstconceit;
whose energies are devoted to the service of heisions,

indeed, whose minds and thoughts have beenwhose sense of pride is perverted to the loveaideship, have

raised the standard of opposition and waxed loucthigir
complaints. Up to now, they blamed the Shéh fdr oo his
own initiative, working for his people’s welfare &seeking to
bring about their peace and well-being. Now that Has
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Some say that these are newfangled methods andrfasms,
quite unrelated to the present needs and the tomerkd

customs of Persia. Others have rallied the hedptessses, who
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therefore have no power of discrimination—and te#m that

these modern methods are the practices of heatwgigs, and
are contrary to the venerated canons of true fartl, they add

the saying, “He who imitates a people is one ofrtfie One
group insists that such reforms should go forwaith wgreat
deliberation, step by step, haste being inadmissibAnother
maintains that only such measures should be adomethe
Persians themselves devise, that they themseloeddsreform
their political administration and their educatibsgstem and
the state of their culture and that there is nodnieeborrow
improvements from other nations. Every faction, sinort,
follows its own particular illusion.
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profit by the institutions granted to them by hashier.
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44, O people of Persia! how long will ye wander, howdadoe 23.
filled with vain imaginings; how long continue yodifferences
of opinion, useless antagonism, carelessness anchigce?

45, Rivals are awake, while we are negligently sleep@ther
nations strive for the improvement of their publell-being,
but every one of us is snared by his worldly arobgi and "is
oft snared anew."

46. The Lord of the universe is witness that this,dg@svant, has 24.
no aim to flatter, or attract men's hearts in thtirsg forth of
these facts; that he looks for no reward, but givksrance to
his thoughts in obedience to the will of God. Hevturned my
eyes from the world and its inhabitants, | havestakefuge in
the saving grace of the Lord of oneness.

47. "From you | ask for naught, for God indeed is my
recompense."

¥Qur'an 6:90; 11:31.
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

Those who say that these modern ideas accord étbgirit 25.

of other nations, and are in no way applicableht® present
requirements of the Persian kingdom, indeed fotigat those
other countries were in former ages even as waate How is
it that these principles and this civilization hdseen the cause
of the progress of those countries? Have the peoipEurope
suffered any loss by seeking these ideals? Or tieyeon the
contrary attained the highest degree of materizdmerity?

For many centuries, Persia has
retaining her ancient customs. What benefit arah@ss has
she obtained? Had these things not been provexsrience,
they would possibly have been doubted by thoskenmiirror of
whose mind the bright light of intention is extingjued. But as
it is these causes and effects leave been putkettest in other
countries; and the benefits of civilization haveseso plainly
manifested that they are comprehended, even ofwilially
blind.

remained unchangedmaterial development?
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Those who maintain that these modern concepts apply
to other countries and are irrelevant in Iran, ttrety do not

satisfy her requirements or suit her way of lifisyelgard the fact

that other nations were once as we are now. Didh&se new
systems and procedures,
contribute to the advancement of those countridd®re the

these progressive enéspris
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did they rather by these means reach the highagteeeof
Is it not true that for cees, the
people of Persia have lived as we see them livioday,
carrying out the pattern of the past? Have anyedisble
benefits resulted, has any progress been madefedé things
had not been tested by experience, some in whosdsnthe
light of native intelligence is clouded, might idiyestion them.
On the contrary, however, every aspect of theseeguésites to
progress have in other countries been time anchggdito the
test, and their benefits demonstrated so plaingt #ven the
dullest mind can grasp them.
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

Now having closed the eyes of prejudice, we musiréne 26.
by the light of justice, and determine which ofg¢bestrong bases
is contrary to the welfare of Persia, or opposedh® public
interest. Is the widening of the circle of knowded or the
increase of science and the useful arts, and theat@mn of new
and learned callings, raising the people from tleptlos of
ignorance to the lofty horizon of knowledge anduer, fairly to
be considered harmful?

Is the establishment of just rule, according tophecepts of
divine Commandment (which is indeed the great stippb
human happiness), and the firm defense of the gigifitthe
people under its strong protection, the right inde¢ public
liberty, adverse to the prosperity and safety afamuntrymen?

Is it then contrary to the precepts of wisdom, dasider the 27.
future with the eyes of discernment, or to attetopheasure the
ulterior results of the thoughts of the world, atedcompare
them with the present condition of affairs, or tave for the
general well-being of the state? Is it not advisdab seek the
causes of union with neighboring countries, anchéie binding
treaties with great nations, to maintain liens reérfdship with
more favored peoples, or to extend the circle ofirmerce to the
East and West?
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56. To close the doors of bribery, to abolish the catian of military science, and supply them with the mostaambed types " LS):‘S - e 7R e

justice, a practice now favorably known by the faame of

"pishkash® which so hardeneth the hearts of the rulers & thi

age, that a right interpretation of the law is sefdi to the beggar,
and fairness and equity are utterly forgotten ¢as) indeed, be
considered to d#roy ale administration of impartial justic
Should we not, indeed, save the whole body of saddiwho
risk their lives on many occasions of peril in gervice of the
government and the nation, from the greatnesseaif goverty,
and from sore oppression, and endeavor to amedidhegir lot
and to improve their rations, uniforms and dwekingnd strive
to teach their officers the art of war and to bepared for
battle? Should we not provide them with firearmsd a
ammunition, and can we be blamed for our desidptso?

of firearms and other weapons?

19 pishkash is the name given in Persian to any é&imtesent given by an inferior to his superior.
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% The ministers, and even the lowest officers akstaust be completely purified from all suspiciand must assume the garment of chastity, andreflge. And the improved condition we so earnesigire will not have attained
until the regulation of public and private mannerach such a degree of perfection that it becom@ssible for any man to swerve one hair's breadth the right path, even should he endeavor taogsasthat all government may
be administered
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Some will say that the time is not yet ripe forsbesuggested29.

improvements, but had they considered justly theuld have
realized that, if this be the case, it is only ayvio the lack of
unity in the public mind, and the poverty of zeatlaesolution
amongst the ministers and nobles of the statds rtost clear
and manifest that national affairs will never rexbround their
proper axis until the whole people have receivatruction, and
public thought has been directed to a single end.

The ministers, and even the lowest officers ofestatust be
completely purified from all suspicion, and musswase the
garment of chastity, and of pure life. And the ned
condition we so earnestly desire will not haveiaétd until the
regulation of public and private manners reach sudegree of
perfection that it become impossible for any masverve one
hair's breadth from the right path, even shoul@tdeavor to do
s0; so that all government may be administeredrdoupto the
laws of equity and justice, and that the respoasitihisters find
it impossible to swerve to the right or to the |lefind of
necessity pursue the way of righteousness.

All partiality and perversion of justice by briberyor
personal liking or hatred, must be abolished, anth ksides
should be heard without favor; neither should theked be
justified, nor the innocent condemned.

The ways and means of producing happiness and gmdso.

capable of gross abuse; and much dependth upoapih&n,
capability, piety, truthfulness, benevolence, ahd extent of
zeal of the governed and their rulers.
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And as for his majesty, he indeed has fulfilled diigy, and has 31.

placed the public affairs, upon which depend thé-being of
the people, under the capable direction of th@ragentatives in
the Councils of the State.

And if these persofs retain the robe of chastity and
pureness, and do not contaminate the hem ther¢obaseness,
the assistance of the Almighty will not fail thebut will make
them a source of blessing to the whole world. HeEeoause all
manner of benefits to flow both from their tong@esl pens, so
that the cities of Persia will shine with the ligbt justice,
which, like a flaming torch, will illuminate the haable globe
"This is nothing but the work of the Almighty God."

But if these persons behave otherwise, evil resmiisbe 32.

made manifest; and this, indeed, has been the andeseen of
men's eyes in certain foreign countries, that, raftee

establishment of a Parliament, this very Assemladgame the
cause of public confusion, and the good innovatibrught

forth great catastrophes.

The establishment of Councils, and the foundatidn o

deliberative Assemblies are the solid basis oftigsli but there
are some rules which are necessary in order fitmlgstablish
such organizations.

Firstly: The elected members must be religious @es
God-fearing, high-minded and followers of the law.

Secondly: They should have an accurate knowledgeneof
divine Commandments, of the most important funddaaien
matters and of the rules of the loosing and bindihgomestic
affairs and foreign relations; they should posseksowledge of
the sciences and arts, necessary to civilizatiod, fanally be
contented with the income derived from their peasgmoperty.

2L the Ministers of State.
%Qur'an 14:23; 35:18.
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The Shah has certainly done his part, and the &racof the
proposed beneficial measures is now in the handsergons
functioning in assemblies of consultation. If #esdividuals
prove to be pure and high-minded, if they remagae firom the
taint of corruption, the confirmations of God willake them a
never-failing source of bounty to mankind. He willuse to
issue from their lips and their pens what will slése people, so
that every corner of this noble country of iranlvi illumined
with their justice and integrity and the rays o#ttHight will
encompass the whole earth. “Neither will this f&adilt with
God."22

Otherwise it is clear that the results lvtove unacceptabl
For it has been directly witnessed in certain fgmecountries
that following on the establishment of parliamettisse bodies
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actually distressed and confused the people aiiicviig-meant CilaSlal o 5 ) ggen (S 1 & O e (S

reforms produced maleficent results. While theirsgtup of
parliaments, the organizing of assemblies of cdasgah,
constitutes the very foundation and bedrock of gowent,
there are several essential requirements whicle timssitutions
must fulfill. First, the elected members must ighiteous, God-
fearing, high-minded, incorruptible. Second, timeyst be fully
cognizant, in every particular, of the laws of Gimdprmed as to
the highest principles of law, versed in the ruddgch govern
the management of internal affairs and the condfidbreign
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with their lawful emoluments.
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It must not be imagined that to find members pcssgof 33.

these qualities would be an impossible, or evenifficudt
matter; and by the help of God and his saints, taedearnest
endeavor of zealous men, all obstacles may be sum®d.

"The difficulties of those, who make difficulties all things,
can be overcome, as in the twinkling of an eye."

But if, on the contrary, the members are mean, rigmo 34.

having no knowledge of political economy, wantingaimbition,
lacking in zeal, foolish, slothful, and seekingithgersonal or
private advantages, then no good can possibly trédsom
Assemblies so formed. Whereas, in former timegoa@ man
had to give a gratuity to one individual in orderdbtain his
rights, he might now be obliged to satisfy the dedsaof the
entire body.

After close consideration, it will be obviously nif@st that 35.

the chief cause of oppression, injustice and themmranagement
of affairs is owing to the dearth of true pietydahe absence of
public instruction.

Take, for example, a people truly pious, proficienteading,
writing, and possessed of a variety of sciencesylshan action
be perpetrated contrary to the justice of God ahdheir
Sovereign, they must first of all appeal to thealagovernment,
and then, if no redress be obtained, they musy ¢her question
in dispute to the High Court, explaining the deiatof their
local government from the paths of justice. ThgHiCourt
should then demand explanations from that locality.

Certainly the person who discovered the error amcuption
undermining the local government, should be euwtith®
gratitude and reward from the public; but the mgjoof the
people, owing to their want of instruction, are loieato make
their requirements understood;

Secret of Divine Civilization
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moreover, there are people, who, from the obscuwitygheir 36.

rank and their lack of education, have not yet eepeed the
delights of well-being and of true justice; andeéed they have
not drunk from the pure water of good intention,dan
consequently do not appreciate, and have no gietitar, the
exposure of public wrong. They have not yet undedthat the
greatest glory of man, the universal happinesshef world,
consists in the joys of soul, high ambition, gooténtion, virtue
and chastity.

72. Unhappily they imagine that greatness and glorio¥olon
the accumulation of worldly riches and similar \tas.

Now clearly consider! If a man give a thought,wi# see, that 37.
the Omnipotent God has distinguished him from arsoris
creatures by thalress of honor, of virtue and intelligen:
"Verily we have created man in the image of Godg has been
made to shine forth from the morning of unity by thlessings
of divine manifestations.

73. Man has become the spring of divine wonders ande¢nger
of the mysteries of the heavenly Kingdom.

74. Now why should he pollute this pure mantle with st&n of
selfish desires, and exchange this eternal horothf® lowest
depths of baseness? "Dost thou think thy body allsimng,
while in thee is enfolded the great universe?"”

75. If it were not my chief object to shorten this tise, | would 38.

write briefly concerning several matters of spaitinterest, and
explain the high dignity and sublime glory of trb@manity.
We will, however, leave this for a later occasion.

BQur'an 95:4.
2The Imam ‘Alf.

Secret of Divine Civilization diaa sdlluy

As to those persons who, here and there, are @esid )1,15\ 509 g j\ eS| jq\)_g\ BN 450 981 HlinaA g
leaders of the people: because this is only thénbay of the . o
new administrative process, they are not yet gefiity 3 gaxa A:Ju’\
advanced in their education to have experiencedi¢tights of u,—s‘)-’ e ) Gl s g_)h_q:l“l_\ 9 COLSUES Cula (e
dispensing justice or to have tasted the exhilamatf promoting )
righteousness or to have drunk from the springsa oflear
conscience and a sincere intent. They have nopepo (3aa c_abs e Cpa J\ 9 aJ.u.n;.\ \J.U.‘...MS Claxa c_aj)\;
understood that man’s supreme honor and real haggpile in
self-respect, in high resolves and noble purposesntegrity 83 gali dbq\ 45 e LS 3 o 5l u’p Uéjh 5 U'UL
and moral quality, in immaculacy of mind. They bavather, Gl 5 bl il alac ) 48
imagined that their greatness consists in the agtation, by P J—"-A.AJ\ yoalia P A.\L IS 5 el uﬁ oSl eh ;A_JS

whatever means may offer, of worldly goods. / A
5 s Al aly asl sl A8l Cise g 4) yhad Craac
LA S g gl A ) pea )3 ) )l S )

jdjjf@j\ﬁaﬁﬁj)&djmgdbﬁhJJJJ

A man should pause and reflect and be just: hisl,Lont of 1,4 S el & Ol 48 (U'y bl (5,28 Ja
measureless grace, has made him a human beingomoded Ll ' . cin !y ldle (&
him with the words: “Verily, We created man in tyaodliest of Gl SS s ge g daats 1) ol (L D=

forms”™*—and caused His mercy which rises out of the dafvn o 28] ) Caaliy g0 9a 4

oneness to shine down upon him, until he becamevéiepring - " w“nl ol 3 T oy . oy
of the words of God and the place where the myestedf Sllaty g aills SR e ( ("’J‘m Omal (A gl s

heaven alighted, and on the morning of creatiomée covered g 43¢l iyl &iie 903 sad d).u.um sl mua ) Ailes

with the rays of the qualities of perfection an& thraces of L4 1x€ <] ]
holiness. How can he stain this immaculate garmeétit the = J‘}’L" &h"\ )_;5 R 4'"” JU”’"\ :

filth of selfish desires, or exchange this eveitagsthonor for ¢\JJ Qg\ Mjié BENEN PECKIVY 4_1:...m§ “—’Lé)ﬁ K) 4L
infamy? “Dost thou think thyself only a puny formvhen the . 11 e ol o AV Lo A8lads |, cal &) Calalisy | “
universe is folded up within thee?” = f_uc =S ”y P uaﬁ = ) J :
S 5 gpa o > Sl e ) e it and N )
(S allal) (g shail
Were it not our purpose to be brief and to devetop 3 g LA‘Q\ Lata Ada QL;;\JA P JL.AS';\ g}_dg_g )g\

primary subject, we would here set down a summarthemes
from the Divine world, as to the reality of man ahid high Gl e Tle g aniludl G gl )3 4ed) Jilise ) (.Am

station and the surpassing value and worth of tiraam race )Sg Cad g J\_‘S\_} Olay o ) Ve (,J_UA 4 pdn Cidie “gan
Let this be, for another time. (



76.

77.

Mysterious Forces of Civilization

In the center of the world of being, the greatdghity and 39.

the highest honor, both outward and inward, andtlie
beginning and the end, belong to the prophets af, @though
poverty indeed has at all times been their chiefspssion; and
for a like cause universal honor is ascribed tostiats and the
beloved of God. They did not seek wealth or selfaatement,
neither did those kings and rulers whose fame fast |
government and greatness filled the world occummigelves
only with their personal ambition and the acquiratr@ riches,
but accounted the general weal and the increasehef
inhabitants of their countries and of the publEasure as their
greatest care. Their glory was not bought with gwidilver, but
was purchased by the soundness of their principtes the
nobility of their aspirations.

Those great ministers who place God's will befbedrtown
have been burning lamps of science among men ofiteg
they employ their wisdom for the general good oeirth
countrymen. They prove themselves worthy examplidenest
and virtuous endeavor, and with small hope of revgive their
lives to the increase of public good. And in theisdom
deliver just ordinances to the people, settinggakn of peace
among the nations; thus they attain the highesiguile of the
mountain of glory and of honor.
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The highest station, the supreme sphere, the rpliesst
sublime position in creation, whether visible orvigible,
whether alpha or omega, is that of the ProphetsGod,
notwithstanding the fact that for the most partythmave to
outward seeming been possessed of nothing but their
poverty. In the same way, ineffable glory is spar& for the = <
Holy Ones and those who are nearest to the ThrésffoBod, s slie K& o Tl 4S8l Jla 5 (alida | Cidaal o8 5o
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Likewise the learned and famous ulafhahe repository of 40.

sound doctrine, and the wielders of the strong kao# piety
and of the fear of God, place their trust in himd dold fast to
the garment of salvation; and the mirror of thdioughts is
adorned with the signs of sublime realities anteotfthe sum of
universal knowledge. So they are diligently engadmth night
and day, in acquiring useful sciences and teaciimgeducating
their chosen pupils.

The hidden treasures of kings cannot be compardd avi
drop of the water of science; nor with the smaltegi of their
learning; and the heaped-up talents of gold angrsdannot be
equal to the solution of the least abstruse of fiweiblems.

Those learned men consider the pleasures of foragjons
as the playthings of children, and account riched waorldly
pomp the fit reward of the mean and ignorant. Liike birds,
they are content with a few grains for their suastex, but the
melody of their wisdom and their knowledge will @gcthe
astonishment of the intelligent and discerning agntire sages
of the world.
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Next in rank are those eminent and honorable nairgsof 41.

state and representatives, who place the will a &uwove their
own, and whose administrative skill and wisdomha tonduct
of their office raises the science of governmentgw heights of
perfection. They shine in the learned world likemps of
knowledge; their thinking, their attitudes and theacts
demonstrate their patriotism and their concernttier country’s
advancement.
their days and nights to the execution of importarites and the
devising of methodsot insure the progress of the peoj
Through the effectiveness of their wise counsed, shundness
of their judgment, they have ever caused their gowent to
become an example to be followed by all the govemsof the
world. They have made their capital city a focahter of great
world undertakings, they have won distinction, iattey a
supreme degree of personal eminence, and readienigftiest
heights of repute and character.

% The body of the divines who are called upon t@gdheir advice on religious questions.

Content with a modest stipend, tegeacrate 42.
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Such are those rulers who are benevolent and wibese 43.

dignity and real happiness lie in the well-beingtioé public,

whose ambition consists in diligently searchingiafiuch things
as will justify them and their wealth, and will bg happiness
and peace upon the people.

There can be no true satisfaction or contentmeait dpm
the general prosperity.

Consider for example, the great men of a countryse who
are wise and pure in heart, and notable for thelkx@e of their
natural perception, and all other qualities leadmmbappiness in
this world and the next, in honor, dignity and ribygi—does
their greatness consist in their true and faitk@rlice, their zeal
and anxiety to do God's will, to please the kind emsatisfy the
hearts of the people? Or, in luxury of habit, xtravagant
feasting, and in every kind of sensual pleasuradiiey to the
ultimate ruination of the people; injury to the heaof the
servants of God; their banishment from the Court tlod
Almighty; in estrangement from the potent majedtyhe king;
and in the hatred and scorn of their countrymen?

Verily, the decayed bones in the sepulchre areb#tan the 44.

like of these! Of what use are they—they who haettasted
the heavenly manna of virtue, nor drunk of the psweng of
human kindness?
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It is clearly shown that the establishment of saskemblies 45.
will lead to justice and piety. Of this there dano doubt.

It is clearly shown that the establishment of saskemblies 46.
will lead to justice and piety. Of this there dano doubt.

But What can bring the purposes of the ministedselacted
members to light? If they be men of sincere intentgood
results and unexpected improvements should ceytahibw, as
a natural consequence; but if, on the other hahdy tare
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However, by the details which we have already arplh 47.
we have endeavored to show that the glory, hapgiresnor
and peace of man do not consist in personal wealthon the
contrary, in sublimity of soul, nobility of resolanh, extension
of education and in the solution of the problentifef

"Upon me is a garment which the merchant would
refuse at a farthing. Yet therein lies a soul spgsated of
the onlookers."

"Verily in the souls of men lieth their only gloty!

It seems to me, right, that the election of tempomembers 4s.
of the assemblies of the kingdom should depend tip@ichoice
and satisfaction of the public, for members elettgthe people
are pledged to carry out their will, and to follosut their
instructions.
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Consequently they are careful to administer imphjtistice, 49.

and to live according to true religion, so thatytineay establish
a good reputation and keep their dignity in thesepé the
people.

But it must not be imagined from these words, titat
intended to condemn riches or to belaud povertyresedi.

On the contrary, riches are earned by personalreffiath
divine assistance, in various trades, agricultund the
arts, and, rightly administered, are justly desegviof

praise, forasmuch as if a wise and discerning man

acquire them, they become a ready means of bedoetlite
state.

And than this, there is no greater ambition, foisjtand
has been, of all things, the most acceptable inGght.

A man should be a constant source of wellbeing
and contentment, and a ready help to prosperity for

multitudes of people.

Yea verily, wealth and riches are worthy of praite
they be justly partitioned amongst the nation,ibgbme
few be possessed of great riches, and many be esdte
poverty, then is the rich man's gold deprived bitalworth.

But if great wealth be employed in the propagatimn
science, in the establishment of schools and cmdlein the
nurture of arts, and in the education of orphard tae care of
the needy, in brief, for the public benefit, thémalits possessor
be accounted great, both in the sight of God armdl ma
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It should not be imagined that the writer's earliemarks
constitute a denunciation of wealth or a commepdatf
poverty. Wealth is praiseworthy in the highestrdeg if it is
acquired by an individual’'s own efforts and thecgraf God, in
commerce, agriculture, art and industry, and ibet expended
for philanthropic purposes. Above all, if a judios and
resourceful individual should initiate measures clhiwould
universally enrich the masses of the people, tiherdd be no
undertaking greater than this, and it would rankhi@ sight of
God as the supreme achievement, for such a beoefaoculd
supply the needs and insure the comfort and weatigoef a
great multitude. Wealth is most commendable, pledithe
entire population is wealthy. If, however, a feavh inordinate
riches while the rest are impoverished, and na fouibenefit & e “imaa O g & -
accrues from that wealth, then it is only a lidpilto its m\_a‘;\c —le . ‘_u:& )“S\ Toee Jmu& f I
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But those persons who believe that these innovatanmd 50.

new principles are in all ways contrary to the walhd the
precepts of the Omnipotent God, and declare thzy"tare
opposed to the basis of stréhtaw and to the character of the
beloved of the Lord of both worlds,” should pondand
ascertain wherein lies the inconsistency betwe&ntdaching
and the doctrines of revealed religion. Is it heea this
knowledge must be acquired from other nations, laechuse
"Whosoever imitateth a foreign people is one ofritfe

Firstly, these reforms affect only such mattersiatization,
science, arts and natural philosophy, the meanwagress in
trades and the ruling of the affairs of the kingdamd are in no
way connected with questions of spiritual significa or the
fundamentals of religion. And if it should be s#uct "in these
things also, it is unlawful to acquire knowledgeonr the
stranger"; surely this contention must betray gmorance of the
speaker? Have they then forgotten the famous Hlad&earch
after knowledge, even though it be in China"?

It is well known that the Chinese were regarded asiong
the meanest of men in the sight of the Almighty God verily
they were worshippers of idols, and neglected twesethe
Omniscient; while the people of Europe were consideas the

people of the Book for they confess and acknowledge the

Giver of all good things.

Is it not written in the blessed verses: "And ttshalt find
the Christians to be the nearest of them in fribipfor the true
believer; for amongst them there are priests arhaites to
whom arrogance is strang&?

Therefore is it lawful and agreeable to seek afterscience
of the Christians. For how could it be acceptedé¢otaught
science by idolaters and at the same time be odwotiee Court
of Almighty God that we should submit to be taudlyt the
people of the Book?

% Religious.

27 By the early fanatic Mussulmans.
8 Ahlu'l-Kitab, a name given by Muhammad to the Jawd the Christians who have also received from &udiitten Law.
2 Quotation from theuran.
%Qur’an 5:85.
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103. It is thus that a confederation of infidels, theuABofyan, the 51.
children of Kanana, the children of Kahtan, theldsien of
Quraizat and the Jews, together with all the tribeQuraisf*
rose in an endeavor to extinguish the divine Lantpclv had
been kindled in Yathreb. And at that time the wgindf
temptation and trial blew vigorously from all sidess it is
written: "Do our people then think, that having dsdive
believe,' that that is sufficient, and that theiith need not be
proved by sorrow and affliction®"

104. The believers indeed were few, and their enemi¢iseged
themselves together, seeking to darken the sumeaftie Orient
by the dust of their oppressions. Then it wast kiig holiness
Salmari® rose up in the presence of the Prophet sayingnthp
in Persia do they dig trenches as a bulwark albmir tities, and
verily they have proved a safe defense."

105. Did he?* who was the source of universal wisdom and divine
knowledge, forbid them, declaring that this was thistom of
polytheistic infidels?

106. Did he affirm it unlawful for the worshippers ofelgreat
Unity to adopt the fruit of their inventioft? Did he not rather
command his follewers to set about the digging of trench
Did he himself not take up tools and go to the helphis
comrades?

31 Names of the different tribes who were fightingimgt Muhammad.
32

Quran.
33 One of the most devoted disciples of the Prophet.
3 Muhammad.
%j.e. of the Persians, who had not yet been convertéslam.
*Qur'an 29:2.
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107. Moreover in books of the most learned ulama, andhef 52.
greatest historians of Islam, is it not writtentthfter the great
Luminary’” had appeared on the horizon of Hidjaz, the whole
number of the people were enlightened by the raystso
brightness, and that a universal change came beehdbitable
world through the revelation of a new and divinavRa These
sacred ordinances enjoined the observance of mastoros
familiar to the heathen, as, for example, the Imgjdsacred of
certain months, the abstinence from the flesh oiheswthe
retention of the lunar months and of their ancreres, and the
forfeit of the right hand as a punishment for theft

108. As it is written: "The heathens had customs the bawglam 53.
confirmed : they used to accomplish the pilgrimagethe
Kaaba, to perform the ceremonies of purificatianjtake the
circumambulations, the visitations, the haltsverg three years
they used to add a month to the lunar year ..." etc

37 Muhammad.
#Jahiliyyih: the period of paganism in Arabia, priorthe advent of Muammad.

%The pagan Arabs observed one separate and threeattive months of truce,
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hand of a thief.”

during which period pifgrges were made to Mecca, and fairs, poetry ctenéesl similar events took place.
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God forbid we should imagine that because the
commandments of the Law exhibit some resemblanctheéo
custom of the heathen, who are the reproach ieyhs of God,
any evil is occasioned! Or that (God forbid!) 8euntiful Lord
has commanded us to model our opinions upon thésbeo
infidels! Infinite is the wisdom of God! Was ibhpossible for
his Omnipotence to vouchsafe commandments whichldho
no way resemble the law of heathen nations? Yeéseit, but
this was the purpose of his wisdom: That the pegpbuld be
freed from the bonds of superstition, and that éhpsesent
guestions should not be the cause of disturbancagshthem.
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Some, ignorant of the truths of the divine Bookd &@aving 55.

no knowledge of history, will assert that "Thesestoms have
their origin in the precepts of Abraham (On whomgeace!)
and have remained among the heathen from all tmeé,been
cherished by them." And in proof thereof, maylbeytwill cite
this verse:

"Follow the religion of Abraham, which is a goodedh

But verily, it is written in all the books of Islgnhat to
respect the observance of the sacred mdfitasd to maintain
the custom of calculation by the phases of the maema to
uphold the law respecting the cutting of the hahthe thief, are
not founded upon the precepts of his highness Aatupon
whom be, peace!). Now the history of Abraham, isoit written
in the Book of the holy Bible which existeth untostday?

It may, however, be advanced that the Bible itha been
altered and its text corrupted.

But the question of these alterations is fully d&sed in the
books of commentaries. To enter upon it here wadake us
away from the subject matter of this treatise andsequently
we shall dwell upon it here no further.

0 Zu'lga'dah, Zul'hadja, Muharram, Rajah.
“Qur'an 16:124.
“2Qur'an 4:45; 5:16.

43cf.

Bah&'u’llah, The Kitab-i-igan, p. 86.
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115. It is \{vritten in many exce_:llent _vvorks: "Learn frcimne birds 56. Accordir_1g to some accounts, mankind has _b(_aen dileict LB)@\ Y 48 J)S'AA QI_J\}J saz) ) 454 )i,p 9
of the air, and find wisdom in their manner of leiff* If then borrow various good qualities and ways from wildnaads, and . . o . .. N )
it be lawful to acquire wisdom from dumb creatutesw much to learn a lesson from these. Since it is perilisgo imitate G e 9 WS Gl Ghea g )] A ya p g Al
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118. Likewise, the great ulama and the learned doctbteenlaw 57. The most learned and accomplished divines, the m 1< 38 < atiaie glale (ol "l ad
mastered sciences which had their origin in theramf the distinguished scholars, have diligently studiedséhbranches ofcal"h .61-@413 .)-.‘ | 0 T ¢ J= @.u o 2
great Aristotle and of other sages of ancient Gree&nd they knowledge the root and origin of which were the ékre o OB s sl g 9 s S8 (plamy )
have acquired from their works much knowledge oflitiee philosophers such as Aristotle and the rest, ane hegarded 41.Sa )l (i) g 2ilod gad @_\3 A g0 e g }J;_._.,J\
and mathematics and have accounted the study iofwbeks a the acquisition from the Greek texts of scienceshsas a0 w S o Lo, XE A .
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119. Thus all the ulama both learned and inculcatedstience of eminent divines both studies and teaches the seiehdogic,

logic; although they reckoned one of the polytisisas its
founder; it hath abundantly been made manifest ithatman
have a deep knowledge of various branches of sgjexrtd be
not perfectly trained in logic, the result of higustry, and his
judgment upon important questions, cannot be thygiriyu
trusted.

although they consider its founder to have beeatze&. Most

of them have insisted that if a scholar has thdnbumastered a

variety of sciences but is not well grounded inidoghis
opinions, deductions and conclusions cannot sabelyrelied
upon.

*4 A famous Hadeeth. Vide Matth. vi. 26: "Behold thedbiof the heaven . . ." etc.
%5 Zenon of Elee, who lived 500 years before Christ.
*%f by the word algebra we mean that branch of raathtics by which we learn how to solve the equatfesx=14, written in this way, the science beginghim 17th century. If we allow the equation to béten with other and
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less convenient symbols, it may be considered gimbieg at least as early as the 3rd century. Ipeenit it to be stated in words and solved, fare cases of positive roots, by the aid of geoiméifures, the science was known
to Euclid and others of the Alexandrian schoola$yeas 300 B.C. If we permit of more or less stifenguessing in achieving a solution, algebra rbaysaid to have been known nearly 2000 years Brd.jt had probably attracted
the attention of the intellectual class much earli#he name ‘algebra’ is quite fortuitous. Wheotmmed ibn Masa al-Kdwarizmi ... wrote in Baghdad (c. 825) he gaverte of his works the name Al-jebr w'al-mugabalaheTh
title is sometimes translated as ‘restoration angagon,’ but the meaning was not clear even tddter Arab writers.” Encyclopedia Britannica, 1952. Algebra.
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Therefore it is as clear as noonday that it is ldwd acquire 58.
knowledge and the art of right government from igmenations,
so the public attention may be directed to thespomnant
qguestions and that these methods of reform may bhdem
publicly known, and that, in a short period, by Goldelp, the
prudent nation may become chief amongst peoples.

O men of understanding, reflect with wisdom arm.
discernment! Can our ancient and obsolete muskets
successfully matched against Martini rifles andpfreannons?

Should any man maintain, that our old-fashionedsaare
best and most suitable for us, and that there ine®d to
procure those lately invented in foreign countriemuld the
veriest child pay heed to his words?

Or if he were to say, "Until the present time werdhdneen
accustomed to transport our goods from one countgnother
on the backs of animals, and we have not hitheseded, nor
do we now need, railroads, and why therefore shoméd
conform to the practices of other peoples."

Would any man of sense take notice of such bakdflinlo
indeed, unless there were some hatred hidden inhédst,
causing him to deny what is abundantly made manifes

These foreign kingdoms, notwithstanding their higio.
attainments in science, education and industry, uiaeq
knowledge from one another. Why then does thenreai
Persia, which is in such a needy condition, rencament to be
useless and without power?

Secret of Divine Civilization diaa sdlluy
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The great doctors of the Law who have their watharight 61.

path, and know the mysteries of divine wisdom, #edtruths of
God's holy Books, whose hearts are adorned witlothament
of piety, and the freshness of whose countenantansned by

the light of Providence; they, indeed, are famili@ith our

needs, and are acquainted with the requirementsiopresent
age; they, indeed, zealously encourage and stientit@t desire
of the people for civilization and knowledge.

The great doctors of the Law who have their watharight 62.

path, and know the mysteries of divine wisdom, #edtruths of
God's holy Books, whose hearts are adorned witlothament
of piety, and the freshness of whose countenaritiarisined by

the light of Providence; they, indeed, are famihaith our

needs, and are acquainted with the requirementsi©opresent
age; they, indeed, zealously encourage and stietiat desire
of the people for civilization and knowledge.

"Are they equal who know and who do not know? /Aad
the darkness be compared with the light?"

Wise men are as guiding lamps to the people. Hneythe
stars of felicity in the horizon of tribes and wai$; they are the
Salsabit® of life for the souls dead in ignorance and fokyid
for those who wander and thirst in the wildernelssiant they
are a fresh spring of cooling water. They, indeleaye the
truths of God's glorious Books, and are a livinggbrof the
unity of the divine Spirit; to the diseased bodyhe world, they
are skilful physicians, and are a true antidotéhi poisoned
soul of mankind. They are as an impregnable fastpestecting
the world of humanity, and a sure refuge for thdisturbed and
disquieted by the forces of darkness and ignorance.

"Knowledge is like unto the lamp lighted by Godlwe heart
of him whom he chooseth."

“'Qur'an 39:12; 13:17.
8 A river in Paradise.
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Those eminent divines and men of learning who wihik
straight pathway and are versed in the secret$visfedwisdom
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wear in their hearts the jewel of the fear of Gadd whose

luminous faces shine with the lights of salvatioledge are alert

to the present need and they understand the reugits of
modern times, and certainly devote all their erergioward
encouraging the advancement of learning and catibn. “Are
they equal, those who know, and those who do nowkn. Or
is the darkness equal with the light?”

The spiritually learned are lamps of guidance amtey
nations, and stars of good fortune shining fromhbazons of
humankind. They are fountains of life for suchliasin the
death of ignorance and unawareness, and cleargsprin
perfections for those who thirst and wander inwasteland of
their defects and errors. They are the dawningeslaof the
emblems of Divine Unity and initiates in the mysserof the
glorious Qur'an. They are skilled physicians foe &iling body

of the world, they are the sure antidote to thesqoithat has
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corrupted human society. It is they who are thenst citadel U ul\-@é u—\-uja-éﬂ 39 ue)}m-é-“ Qixia ‘465 3 \J ‘L‘-‘-’L““\

guarding humanity, and the impregnable sanctuarthisorely
distressed, the anxious and tormented, victimsgabrance.
“Knowledge is a light which God casteth into theatteof
whomsoever He willeth.”
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131. But the Cherisher of mankind hath created signs ad
indications for all things, and hath appointed @ctwstone to test
their merit. Thus must the theologian be endowét every
spiritual and mental perfection, and possess gohamanner,
brightness of disposition, sincerity of intentiamderstanding,
knowledge, wit, wisdom, intellect, sobriety, trugety, and,
above all, the fear of God within his heart. Hahie candle be
placed on high and be not lighted, it is, as thenbihes of a
hollow palm, or as a mighty pile of faggots to whico brand
hath been applied.

132. "Coquetry and affection may make a face to becakeeal 64.
rose She who cannot achieve this result, shouldynat
rein to her humor.
How unseemly are the results of coyness in a hisléae.
Hard it is to suffer pain in a sightless eye."

133. It is written in the indubitable Narrati¥®e "If one of the 65.
ulama be found to be the careful guardian to his, sofollower
of the laws of his religion, a stout opponent o bivn fleshly
lust, and an obedient follower of the Lord's comdmaants,
then, indeed, it is right that he should becombepkerd of the
sheep and that the people should follow his dioecti

134.  As these inspired words contain the whole esseffidibeo
sound knowledge, | will endeavor to give here aefori
explanation of sacred writ. And whosoever doesfoidw out
the divine ordinances contained therein, and da¢shimself
embody the result of their teaching, he, indeedjeigrived of
divine communion, and of the true sources of sduravledge,
and shall no longer be worthy to expound the lawdlevers in
the divine Unity of God.

“Rami, The Mathavi, I, 1906—1907.
%0 ; e. the collection of authentic Hadeeths.
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*LUlama, from the Arabic alima, to know, may be skated learned men, scientists, religious authesiti
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The first condition which is required from the hallama is : 66.
"A guardian to his soul." It is evident that theserds do not
refer to afflictions and troubles of the world, feerily all the
prophets and saints of God were subject to griewaglation;
and amongst all nations they became the butt ®rmathows of
trouble and adversity. And having devoted theneselwo the
generalwelfare, marched joyously to the place of martynd
The perfection of their spiritual attainment clalhe world in
a new robe of essential virtue and goodness. figeneaning
of the words "A guardian to his soul" is a defefrsen external
and internal defects, and the attainment of enduaimd exalted
spiritual condition.

The characteristics most necessary to perfectiae, a7.
knowledge and virtue, and to attain to this stags
acquaintance with the divine precepts, containeth@Quran
for the guidance of the polity of mankind, and eifarity with
the other heavenly Books and of the true pathsrngathtions to
advancement and civilization, are indispensable.

A just appreciation of the conditions of life, amd the

customs prevalent amongst foreign peoples, a properprogress and civilization of this distinguished w©oy. He -

comprehension of the sciences and arts pertaimirntis age,
and a diligent study of historical records, ar@ akquisite.

For, if the theologians be ignorant of the holy Be@and
religions of other nations, of the physiology, afdhe judicial
laws, politics, arts and educational methods ofmgar centuries
and peoples, they will remain powerless at the nuogical
moment, having no precedent to guide their actiamd this
indeed would be contrary to perfection.
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knowledge.
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139.  And if, for example, a learned theologian, engaded 68.
controversy with a member of a Christian sect, h&cquainted
with the glorious melodies of th@ospel,how can he discuss
with him? To the Christian, the most transcedemities would
not be acceptable, only upon the authority of theind
Forgan®® but if our ulama would closely study the religious
Books of other peoples, they would be far apteaigument
than the divines of other nations of the BG0KThen could our
doctors confute their adversaries out of their anouths, and
out of the mouths of their prophets; and they woliéde no
alternative but to believe.

140.  When a certain Catholic chief was honored and vedeby 69.
the sun of the sky of learning, that luminary o theights of
guidance and assurance, the Imam Reza (upon whaedoe!),
his holiness deigned to use such argument and pE®ivere
familiar to the Catholic chief so that he was cowced in all
things and went wondering away, confessing thetgesa of his
host.

141. Moreover two things are most urgently necessarythi® 70.
political realm:
1. The Legislative Power.
2. The Executive Power.
142. The center of the executive power is the governpaerd the
legislative power lies in the hands of thoughtfutavise men
On the other hand, if these strong pillars and fioundations
are not complete and comprehensive, how can ituppased
that there will be safety and salvation for thaore

*2 Another name of th@uran, meaning the Distinction.
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%3 Because besidethe Old and theNew Testamente drawsilso his arguments from the Quran.
**The Resh Galuta, a prince or ruler of the exileBabylon, to whom Jews, wherever they were, palidite.
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But as, in these latter days, such excellency is, rthe 71.

government and the whole body of the nation asoie need of
just and discerning direction. Thus it is of thémast

importance to establish an assembly of learned mba, being
proficient in the different sciences and capablel@dling with

all the present and future requirements will sdtile questions
in accordance with forbearance and firmness.

Hitherto there has been no properly appointed colulaw, 72.

and the ulama administer justice, each accordinthéa own
ideas. It may be, that in the process of a lawsuie of the
ulama may give judgment for the plaintiff, and ttetother
would decide in favor of the defendant; nay, fumthere,
varying judgments may be delivered in identicalesaby the

same mujtaheet, because the case first appears in one light,

and then in another; and there can be no doubstitdt cases do
cause an infinity of confusion, and reflect disategeously
upon the principles of the whole people.

Neither the plaintiff nor the defendant is ever \dianed of
the unworthiness of his cause, and they are eveeotixg to
obtain redress in a second judgment which shouldrse the
first. Thus they spend their time in litigatiomdatheir precious
lives are wasted in contention and enmity, to thelusion of
good works and to the detriment of their privat@ied; indeed
they are like the dead, who are unable to rendeicseto their
neighbors or to the commonwealth. But were theneed-
ordered judicial authority in the land, they wouldt put all
their hopes in a second trial, and consequently theuld
occupy themselves about their own affairs.

> A member of the Shiite clergy.
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In view of the fact that at the present time sudihyf
developed and comprehensively learned individugdshard to
come by, and the government and people are inrgiesl of
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As upon this question, the peace and comfort optaple of 73.
the realm, appear largely to depend, the divifesho are
familiar with all matters of jurisprudence, shoutdake an
earnest endeavor to arrange the satisfactory reeittlieof suits at
law. Their resolutions should be printed and datad by the
King's commands, and distributed in all the progsdn order
that the people should learn them and obey thehis, indeed,
is a measure of vital importance to the country.

The second characteristic of progress and selepiéng 74.
consists in the observance of justice and righteess

There must be no respecting of personal advantadgena
seeking after personal profit, but, without regagdanyone, a
man must keep the just laws and recognize himsedf member
of the body of God's people. Except, so far asceonrs his
spiritual growth, he should not keep aloof from people, but
should reckon the common good, his own. In sh@tshould
think of the whole people as one man, and of hifmaetely as
one of the members of that body.

There should be no deversity of opinion in the hduiyt all
the members should have the same care for one alsoth
welfare, knowing from the beginning, for certaihat, if one
member is suffering, it may be a cause of suffetmthe whole
body.

The third characteristic of progress consists & darnest 75.
and sincere development of public education, intélaehing of
all the useful sciences and in encouraging the |petmpadopt
the modern inventions, in extending the spherethefarts and
commerce, and in endeavoring to induce them to tatiop
methods by which the country may be enriched. e
majority of the people are ignorant of those valeand most
important remedies which act as an immediate cuwe f
longstanding disease of the body politic.
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*%Itis only in granting the Constitution in 1907thhe Shah Muzaffaru'd Din created regular tritsiapart from the mujtaheed.



151.

152.

Mysterious Forces of Civilization

A most learned and wise ulama will have, to aris# preach 76.

most sincerely in God's hame, and scatter abrohdr&tions
that the eyes of men may become brightened withKtte®’ of
the sight of sciences.

When, as today, it is imagined that those who afievers in
God, confessing their faith in the divine wordsptrets, Books,
and commandments, and who are the manifestatiotiteedear
of God, ought to lay by their powers, keep aloohirbusiness,
and spend their time in vanity and laziness, ineortb be
accounted of those who have forsaken this world whdt is
therein, and have turned their hearts to the nextthe sight of
God: thus they keep themselves apart from theiloviel
creatures and are brought nigh to the Truth. Asaguiry into
this point would take up much space, and would éyohd the
limits of this book, | propose to enter fully intbon another
occasion, and will therefore leave the questiortierpresent.
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It is essential that scholars and the spirituadlgrhed should
undertake in all sincerity and purity of intent diod the sake of
God alone, to counsel and exhort the masses anifly dlaeir
vision with that collyrium which is knowledge. Farday the
people out of the depths of their superstition,gma that any
individual who believes in God and His signs, amd the
Prophets and Divine Revelations and laws, anddsvaut and
God-fearing person, must of necessity remain idtk spend his
days in sloth, so as to be considered in the sif@od as one
who has forsaken the world and its vanities, setheiart on the
life to come, and isolated himself from human beingorder to
draw nearer to God. Since this theme will be dgved
elsewhere in the present text, We shall leaver itHe moment.

" Antimony reduced to a fine powder and used inthst for strengthening the eyes.
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The other characterstics of progress are, thedie@od, the 77.

love of God in the love of his servants, mankindgeneral,

long-suffering, steadfastness, truth, compassioenepsity,

bravery, boldness, perserverance, activity, pughgerfulness,
modesty, zeal, resolution, highmindedness, theistiag of

righteousness and similar feelings; and the ladke$e humane
characteristics and good feelings is a terriblécgsicy.

The actual value of each of these qualities woalke tus too
long to explain in the present volume.

The second condition required in this holy sentescéAn
observer of his religion."

It is apparent that the meaning of this blessedg#or text
has been not confined to the discovery of precepish were
previously concealed from the common knowledge,the
attending of religious services, the avoidance ehd either
great or lowly, and the keeping of the judicial awhereby
the religion of God is observed and protected;thetmeaning is
the preservation of the whole people from harm,ekadtingof
God's words, the increase of the number of the truly
religious, the cherishing of the divine religiots victory and
triumph over the other religions, aité serious utilization as a
means of good.

If the ulama of Islam had commenced aright, allrth&éons 7s.

of the world would by this time have entered unither shadow
of the Word of Unity.

And the resplendently glorious saying, "It is heowtas sent
his Apostle with guidance and true religion, thatrhay make it
appear superior to every other religion, althoughitolators be
adverse thereto," would glow as the sun in thezoariof the
center of being and would shine forth over the whaeobrld.

A measure of weight, inihran equivalent to six and two-thirds pounds.
*Qur'an 9:33; 48:28; 61:9.
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Other attributes of perfection are to fear Godpt@® God by
loving His servants, to exercise mildness and fardece and
calm, to be sincere, amenable, clement and conuesdsi to
have resolution and courage, trustworthiness arefggn to
strive and struggle, to be generous, loyal, withmatice, to
have zeal and a sense of honor, to be high-minded
magnanimous, and to have regard for the rights tbere.
Whoever is lacking in these excellent human queslitis
defective. If We were to explain the inner measinfjeach one
of these attributes, “the poem would take up seversunds®

If, indeed, the Muslim religious authorities hadrgevered
along these lines as they ought to have done, by exery
nation on earth would have been gathered into tbltes of the
unity of God and the bright fire of “that He may keait
victorious over every other religiot?’would have flamed out
like the sun in the midmost heart of the world.
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Now, Martin Luther was a great founder of religiom the 79.

fifteenth century he arose. At one time he waseaber of the
Church of Rome and had been sent to the VaticaaterLhe
became the founder of the Protestant faith. Heagudeed on
several questions with the Pope, such as the sl of
celibate monks, the worshipping of the images ef Apostles
and of the ancient Christian fathers, the rites asldgious
ceremonies which had been instituted over and alibee
commandments of th@ospel.

Although at that period the power and authorityhaf Popes
were such, that all the kings of Europe would triendnd grow
anxious at their displeasure, and although all ensittof
importance in Europe were under the control ofrtight hand
and power; nevertheless, as Luther had the right tane
opinions in regard to the questions referred tal atopted the
means necessary to make his views prevail, in éreg of a
little more than four centuries which have elapsette then,
most of the people of America, four-fifths of GemyaEngland,
and large numbers in Austria—to be brief, about,0@8,000 of
the sects of Christianity have accepted the Piamesaith. And
they are still earnestly trying to spread it monel amore. Now,
on the coast of East Africa, they have outwardhyfgssed to be
endeavoring to emancipate the Soudanese and negrddmve
established schools among them, and are engagehdhing
and civilizing the savage tribes of Africa; but drunward
purpose is to convert the Islamic negro tribes rotd3tantism
Yea, verily, whilst everyone else is busied in emiag and
exalting the renown of his nation, we are stillnshering in our
sleep of idle negligence!
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Consider only this, what great things have beenedoy 8o.
Luther and by the enthusiasm of the followers effhith!

Now if the people of God, who are the manifestatiari 81.
divine protection and the dawning places of higsgifvould
strive earnestly and with whole-hearted zeal, imgsh God and
wholly weaned from everything except him, and woadtbpt in
this spirit the proper methods of propagating theligion, if
they would become alert and active, undoubtedlyigie of the
visible Truth would be shed over all the regionshef globe.
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But alas!
anything of the truth of this, the pulse of the ldas not in their
hands to feel, and they have no idea what is teatgreal
antidote to the chronic disease of false opiniohsey think that
the prevalence of a religion is ensured only by ghverd, and
they try to prove it by the Hadeeth, "I am a Prdpbg the
sword,"” whilst truly if they gave due consideratido the
subject, they would quickly find out, that, at theesent time,
the sword cannot become an instrument for the dprgaf any
religion, but, on the contrary, it would be a meah$orrifying
and frightening the hearts of men.

According to the blessed Law it is unlawful to cahphe
people of the Book to accept Islam by force, wliles the
lawful duty of every believer in the Unity of Goa tbe a
guidance to the rest of the world.

The Hadeeths, "I am a Prophet by the sword," "I roamd
you to kill the people until they shall confessThére is no God
but God," are uttered concerning ignorant polytiseig’ho, on
account of their extreme barbarism and ignoranaageviallen
entirely from the state of humanity. For truly elief which is
extorted by the stroke of the sword is sure to bestm
untrustworthy, and soon changes into unbelief arat.e

Thus it happened with the tribes dwelling arounc th

enlightened city of Madina, soon after the ascérihe highest
sun of Prophethood to the seat of Truth, near thgdwerful

King, God the Almighty, those tribes returned agdm
heathenism and became apostates.

Consider again the period when the holy breatthef3pirit 83.

of God (Jesus Christ) perfumed the land of Palest®alilee,
the banks of the river of Jordan, and the regiansd about
Jerusalem when the glorious melodies of @wspelreached the
ears of the spiritually-minded. At that time, gveration and
people in Asia, Europe, Africa, America and Ocedttie isles
of the ocean), except the Jewish nation, who weti@\ers in
the divine Unity, were fire worshippers and idotateand
neglectful of the call of the Judgment Day.
By the mission of the holy One, the excellent, puife-

giving breath of eternal truth was bestowed ondhellers in

60, 14
Qur’an 54:55.
®1Qur'an 7:171: Yawm-i-Alast, the Day when God, addirg Adam’s posterity-to-be, said to them, “Anot gour Lord?” (a-lastu bi Rabbikum) and they regli“Yea, we bear witness.”

Whereas there are some people who d&kmot 82.
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Remember when the holy breaths of the Spirit of @edus)
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those parts, by the inspiration of God, and théceddasis of
the Law of Jesus was established, which was, #ttitha, the
medicine and immediate cure for the diseased bodies
humanity.

Although in the lifetime of that holy One, there neea few
souls who believed in God, but there were reallly awelve

men who believed—the apostles (among whom was Judasludas Iscariot apostatized from his Faith, leadlmyen. After

Iscariot who became an apostate—so that there necha@leven
apostles), and some women. However, after thenagaeof the
holy One to the horizon of glory, this small numieémen and
women were chosen by reason of their spirituaitgtahd holy
living and by the divine power and inspiration bétbreath of
Christ, for the dignity of guiding to the truth tiadnole people of
the earth.

The heathen nations and the Jews of that generatiase
with the intention of extinguishing by their powand efforts the
divine Light which was kindled in the lamp of thant of
Jerusalem. As it is written: "They purpose to mgtiish the
Light of God with their mouths, but God has resdlve perfect
his Light, although the infidels be averse thewetd regard it as
impossible."

So they martyred each one of those holy persorts, tive
most excruciating torments and tortures. Some ahtlvere cut
to pieces with knives, others were cast into gffarnace to be
burnt. Some of the disciples of those holy meneweuried
alive, after being tortured with all manners of kiag
instrument. In spite of all these grievous torsur@nd the
widespread popular prejudice and hostility excagdinst them,
they never ceased preaching God's religaond they did this
without drawing the sword from its sheath, or iimgranyone in
the slightest.

The followers of Jesus Christ have, at last, spszadidely
over the world, that in the continents of Europd America no
impression of any other religion has remained. Amdsia,
Africa, and in the Isles of the Ocean, there adayoa great
multitude who have entered into the shadow ofGbepel
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These facts are a clear manifest proof that theedimation 84.

of the divine religion is owing to the perfecting ¢the
individual, to goodness of disposition, to accelaatabits or
customs and deeds proceeding from a spiritual mind.

If an individual of good disposition believes in @&ohe
would be accepted in the Threshold of Unity. Fierdoul has
been purified from all personal taints and the dreé self-
interest, and has taken refuge under the protecting of God
He will be characterized among men by the qualitids
trustfulness, truthfulness, temperance, the chegshof
righteousness, zealousness, fidelity, piety anthéss.

Thus will the principal purpose of the revelatioh tmly,
heavenly laws be attained—that is to say, theizing of this
world, the purifying of the characters of men ahe tealization
of the happiness of the next world. If it be aféed to attain to
these, at the point of the sword, men may outwabdigome
believers, but inwardly they will be deceivers.

Here we may tell a story which nobody will read heitit 85.

receiving instruction therefrom.

It is written in Arabian history, before the cafltbe Prophet
(on whom be peace!), that Naaman-Ibn-Mazar-Lakame of
the heathen Arab kings, whose throne was in thedfitHera,
one day took so much strong drink that he knewartnatt he was
doing and his intellect was overclouded. In thamdition of
drunkenness and unsciousness he gave orders thidlbn-
Muzlel, and Omar-lbn-Mas'oud-Kaldah, two of hisdate and
intimate friends, should be put to death.

When he recovered from his drunken fit, he inquiadir
them and was told what had occurred, that he hatranded
them to be killed. He grew burdened with extreremv and

his heart was filled with bloot, and because of the great love

and friendship he had had for them, he ordered gnemt
buildings to be erected on the site of their graves

63 . . . . .
A Persian idiom meaning "butsting with grief."
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It has now by the above irrefutable proofs beeny ful
established that the Faith of God must be propdgtteugh
human perfections, through qualities that are déesweland
pleasing, and spiritual behavior. If a soul of bisn accord
advances toward God he will be accepted at theshbtd of
Oneness, for such a one is free of personal caasides, of
greed and selfish interests, and he has takeneaefiidin the
sheltering protection of his Lord. He will becokmown among
men as trustworthy and truthful, temperate andmdaus, high-
minded and loyal, incorruptible and God-fearingtHis way the
primary purpose in revealing the Divine Law—whishto bring
about happiness in the after life and civilizatiamd the
refinement of character in this—will be realized\s for the
sword, it will only produce a man who is outwardbeliever,
and inwardly a traitor and apostate.
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And in commemoration of them, he set apart two daybe 86.

year, one was called the "day of wrath" and therothe "day of
grace,"” when he would come with great pomp andbesitveen
the two buildings. On the day of wrath no one whme within
the range of his eye could escape with his lifg, lae was put to
death. On the day of grace, however, anyone whieedr or
came on a mission to the king would have favors gifits
conferred upon him. This law and custom was $gribserved.

One day the King, riding a horse called by namevtFige," 87.

started for the country, with the object of huntinGuddenly he
sighted an antelope in the distance, and purstingged on his

horse to its fullest speed, untie was separated from the rest of

his company and escort.

The sun was setting and he failed to secure higyjua

Turning back in disappointment, he unexpectedly aaent
afar off, and made up his mind to betake himsafehWhen he
reached the door of the tent, he asked, "Do yok aggiest?"

The master of the tent, whose name was HanzalalAlbn
Ghofra of Taey, answered ,"Yes," and going fortmimet him,
helped him to alight and received him gladly, sgytm his wife,
"This, as anyone may see, is a hoble personaggpafr a feast,
do your utmost in the way of entertainment, getlyethe best
you have."

His wife replied: "We have one ewe, kill it; whilsbring the
little flour | have kept against such an occasion."

Then Hanzalah milked the ewe, brought a bowl! féilinilk
and presented it to the guest; after which hediltee sheep, and
prepared a savory morsel for him.

Naaman spent the night in great comfort, through th

courtesy, love and self-denial of his host, Hartzala

When the dawn broke, Naaman thought of his retumth a

called Hanzalah saying, "You have showed the trioespitality
and the highest courtesy in your entertainment ef m am
Naaman-lbn-Manzar-Lakhmi. | shall be pleased ®ys®1 and
reward your kind hospitality."
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A long period went by, when a great famine befed! district 8s.
of Taey, and Hanzalah was reduced to great extyemit

He decided to seek the presence of the king, araddtsange
chance appeared before Naaman on the day of wrath.

The king was extremely distressed and began toaepr
him: "Why have you sought the presence of younttien this
day of wrath, which is a fatal day? If today mesyvere to fall
on my only-begotten son Kabus, he could not esedfe his
life. Now askwhat you will!"

Hanzalah answered, "I know not about the day othwyiaut 89.
earthly things are only for life and the living;daas at this hour
it is appointed that | should drink of a fatal cupf, what
imaginable use to me can be all the good thingeeogarth?"

Naaman said, "There is no way of reversing theedg¢r 90.

Then Hanzalah pleaded, "Grant me a reprieve thagy 91.
return to my family and make my will; and on theyad wrath
next year | will be present again before you."

4;34.: ;‘Ul.u )
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Time passed, and famine fell on the land of Taygntala
was in dire need and for this reason he soughtheuting. By a
strange coincidence he arrived on the Day of EMill'man was
greatly troubled in spirit. He began to reproadh fiiend,
saying, “Why did you come to your friend on thisydaf all
days? For this is the Day of Evil, that is, the dyWrath and
the Day of Distress. This day, should my eyeshalan Qabus,
my only son, he should not escape with his lifeowNask me
whatever favor you will.”
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Hanzal& said: “I knew nothing of your Day of EviRs for
the gifts of this life, they are meant for the figi and since | at
this hour must drink of death, what can all the ldisr
storehouses avail me now?”

Nu’mén said, “There is no help for this.”

Hanzala told him: “Respite me, then, that | maybgek to
my wife and make my testament. Next year | shetlim, on

the Day of Evil.” f oail Jls 3 alai o) Chay 5 ailad Ca e 254
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

Naaman required a surety from him, so that, if hakd his 92.
promise, the surety would be put to death in fdacdt

Hanzalah looked anxiously round, seeking to fintheone
willing to be surety for him, until his eyes felban Shareek Ibn
Amr lbn Quais Shaibani, who was one of Naaman'\sasés; he
uttered these lines in a stanza:

"O Shareek! O son of Amre,

May | perchance escape from death?

O brother of all the afflicted,

Be not in doubt regarding it;

O brother, the Naaman's trust is in thee.

It is the day to be surety for the Shaykh;

Son of Shaiban the generous;

The grace of the All-Provider makes the way easy."

Shareek answered, "O brother, | cannot summon upage
to risk my life."

The unfortunate Hanzalah was stupefied and amazed.

Then there stood forth a man called Quarad Ibn &jda
Kalbey, offering to become surety on the conditioet if he did
not deliver up Hanzalah on the day of wrath in fhéowing
year, he would himself be ready to endure whatdverking
might order to be done to him.

So the king made a present of five hundred camels t
Hanzalah and sent him away.

On the day of wrath in the next year, when the tlawn 93.
rose from the horizon of the east, Naaman proceadegssual
with great pomp to the two buildings called GharijaHe took
with him Quarad, that he might be executed as itténv of his
royal wrath.

The courtiers present entreated for a reprievéhiéllevening,
so that Hanzalah might return; whilst the king'spmse was, for
the sake of the love he bore him, to save HanZatah death
by executing his surety.

However, he waited till towards the evening. WIiG@marad
was stripped and his neck was about to be seveuveldienly a
horseman was descried afar off galloping with ttreast speec
Naaman said to the executioner: "What are you itagrjor?"
And his ministers rejoined: "Perhaps this horsemaay be
Hanzalah!"

When he approached they saw it was Hanzalah of. Taey
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Nu’'man then asked for a guarantor, so that, if &#nghould - Los Al Caallda sde ¢ 12 Jg\ aS cual id alss ilean
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In the following year on the Day of Evil, as soanthe true e (3) *a dg\ j\ 631_,_4, Toa U e g dan eddu )
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization
Naaman was displeased at his coming and addressed' ®
fool! you that escaped the claws of death, why hgwea
abandoned yourself to them again?"

Hanzalah answered: "Know, O king, that faithfulnéssny
promise has made the deadly poison of death swveey taste!"

95.

And Naaman answered: "What was the cause of
faithfulness and thy design in keeping thy word?"

And Hanzalah replied: "I believe in the divine Wnaf God,
and in the Books which came from heaven!"

Then Naaman inquired of him: "What is the religitm
which thou belongest?"

And Hanzalah answered: "I am quickened by the breét
Christ, and am walking in the right path, in theyved the Spirit
of God (Jesus Christ)."

And Naaman said unto him: "Breathe the holy brexitthe
Spirit of God into my nostrils!"

Hanzalah took out the White Hand of Guiddfideom the 97.
bosom of God's love, promising the light of thespel on the
eyes and judgment of those present.

When Hanzalah had chanted melodiously some divénges
from the verses of th&ospel, Naaman and all his ministers
left their idols and their idolatry and became lecionverted to
the divine religion and steadfast therein, confegst was a
hundred thousand pities they had not known unéhtbf such
an infinite mercy and had been so long deprivedtho
unutterable grace of God!

They immediately destroyed the two buildings, aggkenting
of their cruelty and oppression established sttaigih the
foundations of justice and right judgment.

94.

tiay
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didst slip away once from the clutching fingersdefath; must .. T P .z z L ~
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my pledge.”
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said, “It was the holy breaths of Jesus that broonghto life. |
follow the straight pathway of Christ, the Spirit &od.”
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Nu’'man said, “Let me inhale these sweet aromakeSpirit.”

O 5 5a3 B8 (p pala G juay 9 ey dandl
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So it was that Hanzala drew out the white handuddiance
from the bosom of the love of G8tand illumined the sight and
the insight of the beholders with the Gospel lighfter he had

and established justice in the land.

 Moses, in order to show his power to the Isragiisesaid on one occasion to have withdrawn htst ignd from his garment: it was white as snow, taiedmoon was reflectdd it brightly. Therefore "to take out the white hawfd
Guidance" means to show a miraculous power by witicfuide people. CRQuranxxviii. 32.

85Cf. Qur'an 27:12, referring to Moses: “Put now tnd into thy bosom: it shall come forth whiteone of nine signs to Pharaoh and his people..s8 Qur'an 7:105; 20:23; 26:32; 32. Also Exodus &ée too Edward
Fitzgerald’s The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam:

Now the New Year reviving old Desires,

The thoughtful Soul to Solitude retires,

Where the White Hand of Moses on the Bough

Puts out, and Jesus from the Ground suspires.

The metaphors here refer to white blossoms angdhfemes of spring.
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Now reflect on this wonder, that a peasant, an ankn 9s.

individual and apparently a man of naught, becdngsbad the
characteristics of the sincere and upright, sawveth & zealous
king and a great multitude of people with him fréme darkness
of the evening of errors, leading them to the Ligtfitthe
Morning of Guidance! Saving them from the desépardition
and idolatry and bringing them to the coast of skea of the
divine Unity! He was the instrument of the abolitiof a savage
custom, which was a disgrace to humanity and detsteuof the
roots of civilization.

There is urgent need of widespread thought andystamd
much wisdom and discrimination are required.

Alas! my heart swells within me and is full of gribecause it 99.

cannot see that the people are devoting their aradeenergy to
what today is worthy of both.

The Sun of Truth is shining over the whole eartid we still
remain afflicted by the darkness of our selfishne$ée great

Ocean is surging about umd we are scorched, exhausted and

enfeebled by thirst. The divine Manna is fallingrh the
Heaven of Unity, and yet we wander astray and aveltered
how to escape famine!

"l am silent, between speaking and weeping!"

One of the chief hindrances to the accepting ofdivene 100.
Religior?® by the peoples of other religions is the prevailing

bigotry and heathenish obstinacy. Consider, faaimse, that the
divine call to the Prophet was: "Invite men to {hegh of thy
Lord with wisdom and mild exhortation; and discusth them

in the kindest way® So he was ordered to be humble and

gentle to all. Accordingly that "Blessed Tree @bphecy® of
neither the East nor the West" cast the shade efirtfinite
bounty over the heads of all the people of the dvarid went his
ways with the greatest benignity of heart and guasmess of
manners.

Likewise the holy prophets, Moses and Aaron (upoit lof
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Observe how one individual, and he a man of therle®

outward seeming unknown and of no station—because h

showed forth one of the qualities of the pure iarhewas able
to deliver this proud sovereign and a great compaingthers
from the dark night of unbelief and guide them itite morning
of salvation; to save them from the perdition obl&ry and
bring them to the shores of the oneness of God,tarmit an
end to practices of the sort which blight a whabeisty and
reduce the peoples to barbarism. One must thiepldeover
this, and grasp its meaning.

My heart aches, for | note with intense regret tha
attention of the people is nowhere directed tovthed which is
worthy of this day and time. The Sun of Truth hiasn above
the world but we are ensnared in the dark wf ionaginings.
The waters of the Most Great Sea are surging allrat us,
while we are parched and weak with thirst. Therdi\bread is
coming down from heaven, and yet we grope and dauimba
famine-stricken land. “Between the weeping andteiéng, |
spin out my days.”

One of the principal reasons why people of othégioms
have shunned and failed to become converted td-#id of
God is fanaticism and unreasoning religious ze&@ee for
example the divine words that were addressed tol&mumad,
the Ark of Salvation, the Luminous Countenance bodd of
Men, bidding Him to be gentle with the people amgH
suffering: “Debate with them in the kindliest mani® That
Blessed Tree Whose light was “neither of the Eastaf the
West™® and Who cast over all the peoples of the earth
sheltering shade of a measureless grace, showdd ifdinite
kindness and forbearance in His dealings with ewery. In
these words, likewise, were Moses and Aaron cometarnd

whom be peace!), were commanded when addressing andhallenge Pharaoh, Lord of the StakksSpeak ye to him with

reproving Pharaoh their master, "Speak to himwofds, haply
he may understand ahelieve."

% ;.e. Bahaism.
67 Quran.

gentle speech’
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% Muhammad.

*Qur'an 16:126.

“Qur'an 24:35.

"Dhu’l-Awtad is variously rendered by translators loé 1Qur’an as The Impaler, The Contriver of the &aRhe Lord of a Strong Dominion, The One Surreghioly Ministers, etc. Awtdd means pegs or tentestaRee Qur'an 38:11
and 89:9.

?Qur'an 20:46.
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Notwithstanding the fame of the noble prophets saidts, 101.
which if they were sincerely imitated would in eyeespect be
a speedy means of bringing perfect goodness intnahity,
some persons entirely disregard the example of syaid
feelings and extraordinary benevolence. They aredmoved
from understanding the essence of the sacred Bufdked, and
avoid associating with persons of other religiarg] they never
observe the ancient courtesies of ceremonial usagehold it
unlawful to do so.

With such a lack of intimacy and kindly intercoureew can
it be possible to guide a soul from the mortal dads of
negation, and illumine him with the bright morniogauthority?
Or to stimulate and encourage a man to ascend thendepths
of ignorance and obstinacy to the loftiest horizoh the
knowledge of God, and salvation from ignorance?

Now let us reflect with the eyes of judgment tlidd@anzalah
had not behaved with perfect love and sinceritpdkiess and
hospitality, towards Naaman Ibn Manzar, he could/ene
possibly have become the instrument of the guidamce
adherence, of that king and that great multitud@aytheists'
belief in the unity of God.

Even as avoiding anshunning the company of people and
being 'harsh' with' them are the sure means afdilthem with
fear, so are love, kindliness, humility and gerglenthe truest
method of binding people's souls and attractingy thearts. If
one of the believers in monotheism were duringasisociation
with a person of another faith to show signs ofutsipn,
uttering with his lips the terrible words that upehness
prevented his intercourse with him; verily, thateign person
would be so grieved and sad at his words, that édenwere to
see the splitting of the modhhe would never draw nigh to the
Truth. The consequence of this attitude will ket ththere exist
in the heart of the person mentioned, some littigisg towards
God, he will repent of that also, and will fleeogjéther from the
shore of the Sea of Faith and seek refuge in thdewmiess of
indifference and vanity. And when he arrives irs lnwn
country he will put abroad all these things in tiesvspapers and
otherwise make them public, and declare that th&#oman
guestion was lacking extremely in the ordinary digs of
humanity.
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of God is widely known, and it is indeed, until tteming of the

Hour,™ in every aspect of life an excellent pattern fdr a

mankind to follow, nevertheless some have remaireglectful
of and separated from these qualities of extraargisympathy
and loving-kindness, and have been prevented fittaimang to
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scrupulously shun the adherents of religions othan their
own, they do not even permit themselves to showmtbemmon
courtesy. If one is not allowed to associate waitiother, how
can one guide him out of the dark and empty nidldemial, of
“there-is-no-God,” into the bright morning of bdlieand the

affirmation, “but God.* And how can one urge him on and

encourage him to rise up out of the abyss of perdiand
ignorance and climb the heights of salvation andwkadge?
Consider justly: had not Hanzala treated Nu'manhwtitue
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friendship, showing him kindness and hospitalityyld he have QSP BE Olags u_',\_,)‘g_é F Cadla F Coaae JS L

brought the King and a great number of other idofatto

acknowledge the unity of God? To keep aloof fromoge, to
shun them, to be harsh with them, will make thenmg&haway,

while affection and consideration, mildness andéarance will
attract their hearts toward God. If a true believben meeting
an individual from a foreign country should expressulsion,

and should speak the horrible words forbidding ession with

foreigners and referring to them as “unclean,” gteanger
would be grieved and offended to such a point tieatwould

never accept the Faith, even if he should seaidgiace before
his very eyes, the miracle of the splitting of tm@on. The
results of shunning him would be this, that if théiad been in
his heart some faint inclination toward God, he ldaepent of
it, and would flee away from the sea of faith ithe wastes of
oblivion and unbelief. And upon returning homehig own

country he would publish in the press statementthé¢oeffect
that such and such a nation was utterly lacking the

gualifications of a civilized people.
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

Now, if, inspired by the Stars of Heaven of Uniye were to102.

meditate a little upon the verses and explanatibrise Quran
and the authoritative Books, it would become mastifand
proved, that a soul which is characterized by thelities of
faith and endowed with spiritual morals, shall bweo a
manifestation of the wide mercy of God to all cueas, and
shall be an Orient of the divine gifts to all besngFor, the
sacred qualities of the people of Faith are justjopdgment,
long-suffering, patience, kindliness, faithfulnessincerity,
fidelity, love, benevolence, zeal, the protectidnothers, and
humanity.

So that if an individual were really pure and hdig, would
use those means which would attract the heartl dhelnations
of the world, and, by the attributes of God, he ldadraw all
the world to the right path and give them to taefethe
Kawthar® of eternal life.

Secr et of Divine Civilization dyida gdlla )

If we pon_o!er a while over the Qur’'anic verses andofs, )'\ ,,)j'g\_‘, Ql:,\jj P 4:\_1\} ‘;,1_,:\_, P <l BY )5\33 szﬁ )§\
and the traditional accounts which have come dawustfrom
those stars of the heaven of Divine Unity, the Hofhams, we
shall be convinced of the fact that if a soul issl@med with the
attributes of true faith and characterized withriggal qualities
he will become to all mankind an emblem of the tratshed
mercies of God. For the attributes of the peogléaih are
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

Nowadays, alas, we have closed our eyes to all goold, 103.

movements, sacrificing the eternal happiness ofkindnto our
own temporal interests, and, counting heathenigtirary as
the proper mode by which to secure our supremaeyang not
even satisfied with that, but are even endeavotmgoring
contempt and ruin upon one another.

When we want to exhibit our knowledge, either o$talse
subjects, or of moderation, or of piety and the f&aGod, we
commence by reproaching and abusing this one aatdotte,
saying: "So-and-so's dogma is founded on falseebedio-and-
so's acts leave much to be desired; Zaid's relgiwarship is
too shallow and Amr's life is weak from the religsostandpoint;
Somebody's
Somebody's private life is inclined to be disrepilgaX. Y. Z.
have not been attending service and they show spitadity;
'tis a pity that during this month the rich merchan did not
depart to the Everlasting Gardens (i.e. did noj, dend no
presents were offered to the Threshold of the 8ERrophecy
nor any alms for, purification! Therefore, the isasf our Law
is destroyed, and there is no more power endunngith and
piety!

"The world has fallen into error! energy is no lenghown
to obtain for the clergy its share in the extorsionf the
governors. It is the end of the world! There at#l some
proprietors who have been left in possession dfiégch they
had last year! In the town of X. there were eigtitiferent
judges, now their number is continually dwindlingwah, and
there only remain five for the memory's sake. Eafcthem had
the habit of giving 200 different judgments and tcadictory
fatwag’ in a single day, and now they do not exceed fif#y!
mass of the servants of Allah used to become distaby it,
and now they are at peace. In the past, one dagldintiff was
in the right, on the morrow the defendant. At prdsthis
established custom is also abandoned! What aioeligf
infidels! What an ignorance of idolaters! Unfor&te religion!
Unfortunate beliefl What a calamity! What a fatpadliness!
What a depth of unbelief! Alas! alas! alas! whisréaith?"

"O brethren in the faith ; the time is the Timetloé End, and
the Day of Judgment is at hantfl"

ideas are similar to those of a Eurgpean

Secret of Divine Civilization
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

By such words as those | have instanced the mihdl the 104.
weak are confused and disturbed, and the heartbosk in
poverty are terrified. Ignorant as they are of titue facts they
do not realize the motives underlying such uttezarand do not
know that a hundred thousand personal objectsiddem under
the veil of some person's superstitious words. rdfbee they
think the speaker has been stirred to his utterégceeligious
enthusiasm and the fear of God: whereas the spelig®zrns
his own especial ruin as resulting from the elevatof the
masses, and his cries are accordingly! And asetm®lts his
own blindness when he perceives the good sightheranen,
he begins studiously to groan and moan and lament.

But a discriminating eye is needed to observe, thauch
hearts were the veritable manifestations of the é¢&od, their
fragrant odor would assuredly have perfumed thddyeren as
doth the "musk of the soul."

Nothing can be verified in the world except only \wprd
which needs to be followed by act.

If not, these owls are falsely inspired;

They have learned only the notes of the white fad¢o

If the Quata79 should learn the notes of the hoppoe

What becomes of the secret of the hoopoe and of the

message of Shefya"

The divines, who have extracted from the Books ofi'€ 106.
revelation the meanings, the understanding and irfigite
knowledge of the Deity, those whose hearts are f#iieng
places of the inspirations of divine mystery, oughvery truth
to be strenuous in asserting the superiority of'Soebplendent
peopl& over the others.

It behoves them to endeavor to grasp the methodshwh
would probably become the means of the enlightehrotthe
nation. If any soul disregard such good purposesly he will
not be accepted in the Court of God; he is like anose who
are full of blemishes whilst appearing perfect autly; he is
poor in the extreme, though he may speak as from th
abundance of riches. Thus it is said:

And learned to sing as the white falcon sings.
And what of Sheba’s message that the lapwing brings
If the bittern learn to sing the lapwing’s song?81
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization
"If a blind man is idle and prone to anger:
Know him simply to be a morsel of flesh without sye
There is a great difference between an authenticand an
imitator of one; the former is David himself, tlatér is merely
like the tone of his voice.

Knowledge and wisdom, purity and faithfulness aegdom 108.
of the soul, have not been and are not judged Hhyard
appearance and dress.

Remember well the sweet word which, when travellihg
once heard a great personage say: "Not every ttirban be an
evidence of piety and knowledge; and not every eap
argument of ignorance and vice." Oh! many a cap rhgsed
aloft the banner of knowledge; and oh! many a turlbas
brought to naught the judgment of the law!

The third requirement of the sacred words is : '#fém his 109.
carnal desire." What glorious meanings are coathin it! It
cannot be explained by mere unequal words and efacil
guotations.

It is the radical basis of all the praiseworthy lgies of
humanity. Truly it is like a candle to the worlahhd the great
foundation of the highest spiritual morality of nkard! It
seems also to balance all characteristics and @s nileans
whereby all the pleasing habits of human beings kagt in
moderation.
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One sluggish, blind and surly’s a poor thing,
“A lump of flesh, without a foot or wing.”
How far is he who apes and makes a show
From the illumined, who doth truly know.
One but an echo, though it's clear and sharp,
And one, the Psalmist David with his harp

Knowledge, purity, devotion, discipline, independenhave
nothing to do with outer appearance and dress. e@mdhe
course of My travels | heard an eminent personagkenthe
following excellent remark, the wit and charm ofigfhremain
in memory: “Not every cleric’s turban is a proof aintinence
and knowledge; not every layman’s hat a sign obignce and -
immorality. How many a hat has proudly raised bla@ner of
knowledge, how many a turban pulled down the Laod!”
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

For carnal desire is like a fire which has consumédindred110.

thousand edifices built up by thoughtful sages; eveh the sea
of their sciences and arts has not been able tooputthis
blazing conflagration.

Oh! how many times it has happened that a soultnadio
with all the best characteristics of humanity andipped with
the ornaments of learning, has, by following aftés carnal
desire, removed his pleasing qualities from thestiaiming
form of moderation and cast them into the worlceréess, so
that his sincere and honest intentions have beaflyt@ltered
into vicious designs, and his qualities, far froppearing in
their proper light, were on the contrary divertaoni the
righteous straight path into the false and dangero@ood
morals are most acceptable and praiseworthy bateisight of
God and of his beloved who are near to him in hesir€ and
among those who are gifted with thought.

But there is this condition that the central ainisnmmrals
should be wisdom and knowledge, and its controllidga
should be true moderation.

If an explanation and discussion of this point wentered
into in full, this book would be prolonged beyort tallowed
length and the object of it would be lost in thesmaf additional
words. It must therefore be left to some futureasion.

However that may be, it should be stated that inishe 111.

terrible ocean of carnal desire that all the pepmé Europe,
notwithstanding their civilization and renown, asmtirely

overwhelmed and drowned, so that the outcome ofr the

civilization is futile and fruitless.
No one must wonder at these statements, nor bl ;afoa

the chief nay, the universal purpose of establishing by tgrea

laws the principles and foundations of all kindsiilization, is
the happiness of human beings; and human happii@ssin
being near to the "Threshold of the Almighty Godiid in the
well-being of all persons, whether of high or lotateon. And
the perfecting of the morals of humanity are théfcimeans
towards those ends.

Secret of Divine Civilization

For desire is a flame that has reduced to ashesuatex
lifetime harvests of the learned, a devouring fhiat even the
vast sea of their acowlated knowledge could never quen
How often has it happened that an individual whe \weaced
with every attribute of humanity and wore the jevedltrue
understanding, nevertheless followed after hisipasauntil his
excellent qualities passed beyond moderation ansldseforced
into excess. His pure intentions changed to ewigsp his
attributes were no longer put to uses worthy ofthand the
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rewards into ways that were dangerous and dark.goéd
character is in the sight of God and His chosers ard the
possessors of insight, the most excellent and guaighy of all
things, but always on condition that its centereofianation
should be reason and knowledge and its base shmmuloue
moderation. Were the implications of this subj¢ot be
developed as they deserve the work would grow ¢og land
our main theme would be lost to view.

All the peoples of Europe, notwithstanding theiunted

civilization, sink and drown in this terrifying se passion and

desire, and this is why all the phenomena of tbeiture come
to nothing. let no one wonder at this statement or deplor
The primary purpose, the basic objective, in layidgwn
powerful laws and setting up great principles amstifutions
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and human happiness consists only in drawing clésethe
Threshold of Almighty God, and in securing the meand well-

being of every individual member, high and low alilof the 5L S D@JJ COB )3 4yl Cadlas 5 Gl 49y b

human race; and the supreme agencies for accommglifiese
two objectives are the excellent qualities with ethhumanity
has been endowed.
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

The outward trappings of civilization, without inkdamoral 112.
advancement, may be likened unto confused dreanishwh

cannot be interpreted; and sensual enjoyment, afpam
spiritual perfection, is like unto the mirage whibtle that is
athirst believes to be water.

For, the fulfilling of the will and pleasure of Godnd the
advancement of the peace and wellbeing of the pezginot be
perfectly achieved by external civilization alone.

That the nations of Europe, indeed, have not yegineissed ta113.

any great height of moral civilization is manifesom the
thoughts and acts of them all.

Reflect, for example, that the principal desigrited various
states today is to seize possession of each othaiteries and
to destroy one another, and that, although theytrare moved
by intense inward hatred, they yet make a greatvshod
profession of extreme friendliness, love and bndtbed.

It is commonly said that "the king, who makes peaicéd lovesi14.

reconciliation, is aiming more than those kings vawe war in
their hearts at the building of huge battleshipd tre increase
of military forces, because reconciliation and geaannot be
attained without large armaments."”

Under cloak of this, they are continually stirritggpth by day
and by night, with great efforts to make vast ps@mi and
preparation for war. The poor people, the poojesub of these
kings, those who gain their livelihood by the sweéattheir
brow, by undergoing the hardships of their callingse
compelled to yield up the greater part of theirdhaon earnings
for this purpose, the accumulation of war materiafsl the
training of men to be warlike. How many thousawdanen
there are who, instead of devoting themselves éauteful arts
of peace, are daily employing their keenness addsimy to the
invention of new deadly instruments of war, which & be the
means of shedding the blood of their fellow-creagumith
greater facility and profusion!

Secret of Divine Civilization

A superficial culture, unsupported by a cultivatedrality, is

as “a confused medley of dreanf$ And external lustre without

inner perfection is “like a vapor in the desert efhthe thirsty

dreameth to be watef> For results which would win the good

pleasure of God and secure the peace and well-lmdimgan,
could never be fully achieved in a merely extenmalization.
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The peoples of Europe have not advanced to theehigh

planes of moral civilization, as their opinions ahdhavior
clearly demonstrate. Notice, for example, how supreme
desire of European governments and peoples todaycisnquer
and crush one another, and how, while harboringgtieatest
secret repulsion, they spend their time exchangixressions
of neighborly affection, friendship and harmony.

There is the well-known case of the ruler who istéoing
peace and tranquillity and at the same time degotimore
energy than the warmongers to the accumulation edpens
and the building up of a larger army, on the grautitht peace
and harmony can only be brought about by forceac®és the
pretext, and night and day they are all strainingrg nerve to
pile up more weapons of war, and to pay for th&rttvretched
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their sweat and toil. How many thousands havergive their
work in useful industries and are laboring day anmght to
produce new and deadlier weapons which would sypitl the
blood of the race more copiously than before.
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

Every day some such new and deadly weapon is lmehegted 115.

and, as the old ones cannot compete with the fenEtiropean
governments are constantly being obliged to abartiderolder

fashioned armaments and to make ready new onesat $ioe

present time, the year 1292 of Hedita new rifle has been
invented in Germany and a new cannon in Austridgckvican

fire more effectively than the Martini rifle and ethKrupp

cannon, and are more deadly in the destructionuaiam life,

and more rapid in their effects. The tremendouserse of
equipment with these new weapons has to be bornéhdy
unfortunate subjects of either state.

Now, what think you?
without the true inward civilization, give rise general peace
and well-being, and is it likely to meet with thidvine sanction
and approval? Or is it the destroyer of the higpesciples of
humanity and of the foundations of happiness andparity?

In the years 1870-1871 of the Christian era, dutivgwar 117.

between Germany and France, it is known that ab60{000
persons were killed and wounded in battle. Howyrfamilies
were utterly ruined! And how many towns, which tine
evening were flourishing and prospering exceedingty the
morning were razed to the ground and laid wast@w thany
little children became orphans, and how many otlesstheir
foster-parents and guardians! How many fathers raathers
stricken in years had to look on whilst the frufttbeir loins,
their young sons, were struggling amidst the dodtl@ood and
dying! How many wives were widows, bereft of theirsbands
and left without anyone to help them!

Does this outward civilizatjoL16.

Secret of Divine Civilization

Each day they invent a new bomb or explosive aed the

governments must abandon their obsolete arms amgih be

producing the new, since the old weapons cannak theiir own
against the new. For example at this writing,Ha year 1292
A.H.®” they have invented a new rifle in Germany andanbe

cannon in Austria, which have greater firepowernthhe

Martini-Henry rifle and the Krupp cannon, are maepid in

their effects and more efficient in annihilatingnmnkind. The
staggering cost of it all must be borne by the ésphasses.

Be just: can this nominal civilization, unsupporteg a
genuine civilization of character, bring about theace and
well-being of the people or win the good pleasdr&od? Does
it not, rather, connote the destruction of mantatesand pull
down the pillars of happiness and peace?

At the time of the Franco-Prussian War, in the yEaf0 of
the Christian era, it was reported that 600,000 died, broken

and beaten, on the field of battle. How many a é&avas torn 2

out by the roots; how many a city, flourishing thight before,
was toppled down by sunrise. How many a child arghaned

and abandoned, how many an old father and mottetdaee Qe

4;34.: ;MU.AJ
Jgd 5 208 oyl g laal s ¢48))a cll j4, s
303503 S 31y anl eddy a VTS a0 S o) ) e
UY\\A(QM ;4:\4‘);&_1&\45%3.&3‘550&”&;&_1\]\ S Hlad
s 4S8 ) (pl 3 dailia et Cuaslie 3aa edn o
Olall Sllas 50 Cauy jad 50 5250 5 g 5 )l 8
el O g8 alan) daat Slas )3 5 s K Ciziua
G S @5 5 ke s K ) 48wl sai g 0
S e 5 il sl Ol s 52 5 5l )
03 ) S shle HaS Ay ) adaaly b jlaa ol 5.
s A0 O30 (5 sea (el gl 4S 2 Cilall Jls
G AA
&) Slia e COMal salin g 5 (o0 gee Canl ) 5 Gl

5 bl OIS ) Jaae s bl Gl 8 08 L 5

O A lae 48 (6000 Jiea g aatla ) ja edin

3l )8 aadd jeeda ) ) Ak Al L i 5 oLl

Db s 528 angle bl ) aS Ldlaila Gl s

their sons, the young fruit of their lives, twigimnd dying in <& Ldila Lealle aladly 53 51 ) ) sara (slgliia 2 RSN

dust and blood. How many women were widowed,\atthout
a helper or protector.
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

Who does not remember likewise the burning by the

Germans of many of the grand and magnificent bugsliin
France, the destruction of libraries and the cgnéiaon of
military hospitals with all the sick and injurednates? And the
terrible occurrences that took place during the @ome in
Paris, and the horrible fate that befell many afsthwho were
opposed to it?

Who does not remember the long years of quarrebind
enmity between the religious leader of the Romaihdizs and
the German Government under Bismarck? And the diin
cities and houses caused by the bloodshed duregCHrlist
War in Spain?

There are in short only too many catastrophes isf kimd 119.

that might be mentioned which prove the deficiemdythe
European peoples in moral civilization.

As the present writer has no wish to cast reflestidie does
not enter into further details, but it is clear egb that no man
of thought and discernment would approve of a sththings in
which such events could take place. How couleipbssible to
these peoples and nations among whom such temi@ats,
utterly opposed to all peaceful and human ideashappening
to lay claim to complete and real civilization, esjally as the
only outcome of such inhumanity is conquest andptaary
dominion, as its achievement and consequence ilgstotg and
enduring, and therefore is not worth the study @nttemplation
of thoughtful men?

In past centuries Germany conquered parts of Frareoe

likewise the French frequently established thele mwver parts
of Germany.

Is it just that those 600,000 poor people, Godiwvess,
whom we have mentioned, should have been sacrifioed
temporary results and external interests of thigd®i In the
name of God, no! Even a child can understand riferyi and
injustice caused by such methods.

Secret of Divine Civilization

And then there were the libraries and magnificantdings
of France that went up in flames, and the milithgspital,
packed with sick and wounded men, that was setirenahd
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burned to the ground. And there followed the bderevents of c4aills ,;4_:&}“ Q\SP 9 wjﬁ @GJJ 4diay e eda g

the Commune, the savage acts, the ruin and horteenw

opposing factions fought and killed one anothethim streets of

Paris. There were the hatreds and hostilities éetCatholic (sl y (e () s2e g4e e 5 L b ) alildia godliata

religious leaders and the German government. Tha® the
civil strife and uproar, the bloodshed and havoought on
between the partisans of the Republic and the &Eawh Spain.

Only too many such instances are available to dstrete
the fact that Europe is morally uncivilized. Sirthe writer has
no wish to cast aspersions on anyone He has confiaself
to these few examples. It is clear that no pereemnd well-
informed mind can countenance such events. Igylit rand
proper that peoples among whom, diametrically opgddse the
most desirable human behavior, such horrors takeepkhould
dare lay claim to a real and adequate civilizatioB8pecially
when out of all this no results can be hoped forepx the
winning of a transient victory; and since this aum® never
endures, it is, to the wise, not worth the effort.

Time and again down the centuries, the German $iase
subdued the French; over and over, the kingdomrafde has
governed German land. Is it permissible that inday 600,000
helpless creatures should be offered up as a isactd such
nominal and temporary uses and results? No, byahg God!
Even a child can see the evil of it. Yet the piirefl passion
and desire will wrap the eyes in a thousand vi#s tise out of
the heart to blind the sight and the insight ad.wel
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

But when the heart, influenced by worldly desitbsows a
hundred thousand veils over the eyes, both the apdsthe
judgment grow blind; then hatred enters, the undeding
becomes obscured, and a hundred veils coming fherhéart
blind the eyes.

Yea, the true civilization will raise its bannerthe center of122.

the world, when some noble kings of high ambitidhs, bright
suns of the world of humanitarian enthusiasm, stiall the
good and happiness of all the human race, step faith firm
resolution and keen strength of mind and hold derence on
the question of universal peateayhen keeping fast hold of the
means of enforcing their views they shall estabéistnion of
the states of the world, and conclude a defingatyr and strict
alliance between them upon conditions not to beleda When

the whole human race had been consulted througir the

representatives and invited to corroborate thistyrewhich
verily would be a treaty of universal peace and lobe
accounted sacred by all the peoples of the eanbglild be the
duty of the united powers of the world to see ttiis great
treaty should be strengthened and should endure.

In such a universal treaty the limits of the bosdand
boundaries of every state should be fixed, andctistoms and
laws of every government; all the agreements aadaffairs of
state and the arrangements between the variousrgogats
should be propounded and settled in due form; ihe af the
armaments for each government should likewise ity
agreed upon, because if in the case of any stete there to be
an increase in the preparation for war, it wouldabeause of
alarm to the other states. At any rate the basésiopowerful
alliance should be so fixed that, if one of theesaafterwards
broke any of the articles of it, the rest of théoves of the world
would rise up and destroy it. Yea, the whole humsne would
band its forces together to exterminate it.

Secret of Divine Civilization

Desire and self come in the door
And blot out virtue, bright before,
And a hundred veils will rise
From the heart, to blind the eyes.

True civilization will unfurl its banner in the mubst heart

of the world whenever a certain number of its dgtiished and | |
high-minded sovereigns—the shining exemplars obtles and 5 <

determination—shall, for the good and happiness atif
mankind, arise, with firm resolve and clear visitm,establish
the Cause of Universal Peace. They must make #useCof
Peace the object of general consultation, and &gekvery
means in their power to establish a Union of thigona of the
world. They must conclude a binding treaty andaldgh a
covenant, the provisions of which shall be soundiplable and
definite. They must proclaim it to all the worlddaobtain for it
the sanction of all the human race. This suprent raoble
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the world—should be regarded as sacred by all diagll on

earth. All the forces of humanity must be mobilize ensure

the stability and permanence of this Most Greatedawt. In

this all-embracing Pact the limits and frontierseath and every

nation should be clearly fixed, the principles uhgeg the
relations of governments towards one another defynilaid
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ascertained. In like manner, the size of the aremmof every

government should be strictly limited, for if theeparations for

war and the military forces of any nation shoulddiewed to
increase, they will arouse the suspicion of otherdhe
fundamental principle underlying this solemn Pdwiudd be so
fixed that if any government later violate any ooé its

provisions, all the governments on earth shoulseatio reduce it

to utter submission, nay the human race as a whlotild
resolve, with every power at its disposal, to dmstthat
government. Should this greatest of all remedesiplied to
the sick body of the world, it will assuredly reep\from its ills
and will remain eternally safe and sectire.
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

If so great a remedy should be applied to the Isiaky of the 123.

world, it would certainly be the means of contiyaand
permanently healing its illness by the inculcatmmnuniversal
moderation. Reflect that, under such conditionslifef no
government or kingdom would need to prepare andraatate
war materials, or would need to pay heed to therition of
new weapos of offence for the vexation and hurt of manki
On the contrary, they would only require a few @l as a
means of assuring the safety of the state and lpngisthe
wicked and rebellious and preventing the growth cofil
sedition. Not more than these few would be neededhe first
place, therefore, the servants of God—that is tg sil the
inhabitants of a state—would be freed from beativgyburden
of the tremendous expense of an army; in the se¢badnany
persons who now devote their lives to the inventidrfresh
instruments of war would no longer waste their tinp®n such
work, which but encourages ferocity and bloodtiieds, and is
repugnant to the universal ideal of humanity—on ¢batrary,
they would then employ their natural gifts in theuse of the
general well-being, and would contribute towards peace and
salvation of mankind. All the rulers of the woshdll then be
settled on peaceful thrones amid the glory of afeger
civilization, and all the nations and peoples wadist in the
cradle of peace and comfort.
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Observe that if such a happy situation be forthogmino
government would need continually to pile up theapans of
war, nor feel itself obliged to produce ever newlitary
weapons with which to conquer the human race. Allsiorce
for the purposes of internal security, the corgactof criminal
and disorderly elements and the prevention of lo
disturbances, would be required—no more. In théy the
entire population would, first of all, be relievefl the crushing
burden of expenditure currently imposed for militaurposes,

and secondly, great numbers of people would cemsievote 33 sdm ) sadaaly (b jlas JEI Jasd 5 a) o sec
their time to the continual devising of new weapoos
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

Some persons who are ignorant of the world of trpe

humanity and its high ambitions for the general dyoeckon
such a glorious condition of life to be very difflt nay, rather
impossible to compass. But it is not so. Far fionfor by the
grace of God, and by the testimony of the belotteake near to
the threshold of the Creator, and by the incomgwrhigh
ambitions of- the souls that are perfect, and twghts and
opinions of the wisest men of the age, there nbasrbeen and
is not now anything improbable and impossible imstnce.
What are required are the most resolved determimatnd the
most ardent enthusiasm. How many things which nioiemt
times were regarded as impossibilities, of suchnd khat the
intellect could hardly conceive them, we now peredio have
become quite simple and easy! Why then shouldgit@at and
important matter of universal peace, which is yethe sun
amongst the lights of civilization, the cause ohbig freedom
and salvation for all, be considered as somethimyobable of
realization?

125.

It is evident that the honor and greatness of nare mot 126.

arisen through bloodthirstiness, the destructioncities and
kingdoms, the ruining and murdering of armies aadgtes. On
the contrary the cause of highmindedness and mibspe

based upon the cherishing of justice and the symgpaith one's
fellow-citizens, from the highest to the lowestpopbuilding up
the kingdom, the cities and villages, the suburasthe country
and upon the freedom and quiet of the servantsodf i@ laying
down the foundations of the principles of prograssl in the
extension of the common weal, the increase of Wweald
general prosperity.
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Nothing short of an indomitable determination cawsgibly
achieve it. Many a cause which past ages haverdegaas
purely visionary, yet in this day has become mastyeand

practicable. Why should this most great and |@guse—the
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Reflect how many world-subduing kings have sathonries asi27.
conquerors; for example Halakoo Khan; Ameer Taimoor throne as a conqueror.

Koorkan, who subjugated the great continent of A&laxander
the Macedonian; and Napoleon the First, who steet¢he hand
of tyranny over three of the five continents of therld. And

what advantages have resulted from these vast estsgfu Was

any kingdom established? or aiggin of happiness? Was any

dynasty permanently settled thereby? or did it mmanely the
ending of the reign of one particular dynasty? ®héy result
produced by the world-conquering operations of kKadaand
Djangiz, provoking war on all sides, was that tloatment of
Asia became like a heap of ashes beneath the bfazgrible
conflagrations.

Ameer Taimoor won no benefit by his subduing of e¢laeth;
he only dispersed the people in his path and dexirdahe
foundations of humanity.

The only outcome of the great conquest of Alexarttier
Macedonian was the fall of his son from his thrasea ruler;
and the passing of his dominions into the hand€agsander,
Seleucus, Ptolemy, and Lysimachus.

Napoleon the First found no benefit in his victermver the
kings of Europe; but he ruined well-constitutedgkloms and
well-cultivated countries, he destroyed hundredshofisands of
men, terrorized and intimidated the whole contineEurope,
and ended his life in a wretched captivity. Suarerthe results
left behind them by these kings and their huge oests.
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

Now, consider carefully in contrast the graces aihé 128.

praiseworthy virtues, the highmindedness and gdégtity of

the just and righteous sovereign AnusheefiWtire Just. At the
time when that chief pillar of justice ascended thmne the
Persian Government was shaken to its foundationgehys of
misrule and oppression: but, by his God-given wisdde

established the reign of equity, abolished the owgtof cruelty
and injustice, and gathered together the dispepsaple of
Persia under the protecting shadow of the wings hisf

sovereignty.

In a short time, under the life-giving influencela$ care and
devotion, the decaying and desolate kingdom of iRensas
qguickened into fresh vitality and became one ofhibppiest of
nationalities. He restored and fortified the wewa powers of
the Government. His fame for justice spread oVdha seven
regions of the earth, and the greater part of #aples of the
world were raised from the depths of extreme pgvetnd
degradation to the zenith of honor apibsperity.

Although he belonged to the nation of M&gand Center of
the Creation, Muhammad, the Sun of Truth of thevlapaof
prophecy, uttered these blessed words concernimg 'thiwas
born in the time of the Just King." And he rejalcat having
been born in the days of his government. Nowhag glorious
monarch thus esteemed for his loving peace andtg ir for
the shedding of blood in the overrunning of theld®r

Reflect how pre-eminently he is distinguished ie thorld,
the center of wonders, since the fame of his gesstis undying
on earth and so he enjoys the glory of Eternal.Life

If we were to enter into an explanation of the oeasof the
immortality of great men, this brief work would henduly
prolonged; and as it is not clear and evident thatreading of
this book will result in any universal benefit thet general
thought of the Persian people, we prefer to keeghdtrt, and
pass on to some questions which more nearly tohelr t
intellect and mind. If, however, this short treatishould show
any good results, we will later on, God the AlmigHing
willing, commence a work dealing with the essenkiases of
the divine philosophy in the heavenly Kingdom, awid write
some larger books for the general edification.

Secret of Divine Civilization

Contrast with this the praiseworthy qualities arite t

greatness and nobility of Anlisté&n the Generous and the. , = .:. .. . . . L fa Z .
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Just?® That fair-minded monarch came to power at a tivhen

the once solidly established throne of Persia wasuto
crumble away. With his Divine gift of intellectehlaid the
foundations of justice, uprooting oppression andrgy and
gathering the scattered peoples of Persia undewitigs of his
dominion. Thanks to the restoring influence of bantinual
care, Persia that had lain withered and desolateguickened
into life and rapidly changed into the fairest df flourishing

nations. He rebuilt and reinforced the disorgashipewers of
the state, and the renown of his righteousnes$ustide echoed
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degradation and misery to the heights of felicityd honor.

Although he was a Magian, Miammad, that Center of creation

and Sun of prophethood, said of him: “I was borithia time of
a just king,” and rejoiced at having come into warld during

his reign. Did this illustrious personage achidis exalted
station by virtue of his admirable qualities otetby reaching
out to conquer the earth and spill the blood of peoples®
Observe that he attained to such a distinguishaldirathe heart
of the world that his greatness still rings outotigh all the
impermanence of time, and he won eternal life. uBhWe

comment on the continuing life of the great, thieebessay
would be unduly prolonged, and since it is by n@angecertain
that public opinion in Persia will be materiallyfedted by its
perusal, We shall abridge the work, and go on kemmatters
which come within the purview of the public mintf, however,

it develops that this abridgement produces faveradsults. We
shall, God willing, write a number of books dealiaglength
and usefully with fundamental principles of the D&y wisdom
in its relation to the phenomenal world.

303y 4 da all so 3 el aSa bl (s 2my
c K g et allaie sodia S cany

Jidball g Jac Gina gala e godle) H) SO G sSa
JPJMLJWJNUJWJQW‘)&CJuuSMJdJ
GBhU (Jale e (a3 2 maly 31 ) S Jlae IS i

~ e el g aiii&

ISR O ds L d35e 5 5l Cae S Gla 3 &Yy 3
Oleas 353 L cui& 3l e il i Gl 4 je pen U
A gl ki o a8 aile b adaadle € i 5 58

53k (AL g gl S Gl L GRS 8 ee )l gl 4aS

il (R gl s RN 5w R (3 ge ) il
5 2ol Jlshae 4 i Cal S 31 OIS
4G QUS o) &l B 51 AS G 08 e g el s s

13 23 K Jala )y Mol o sac 8@ 50 45K 1) 68
Cand il Jie (848 ) Jilia oamny g asilar jlaial
3 sgedie Aen il jualide cpl O SIS 5 anS 83

e lad alll gLl as K



269.

270.

271.

Mysterious Forces of Civilization

However that may be, in this life the great powefghe 129.
world are not able to resist the victorious onshdugj the armies
of justice: and the most impregnable fortress,imgstipon the
finest foundation, cannot oppose it. For all aread shall
obediently and willingly suffer themselves to bdedg¢ed in the
victories won by this sharp sword, Justice, andstnengholds
of the world, overthrown by its attack, shall beakked to the
extremest height of prosperity and filled to thdlefst with
happy people.

There are two great Banners which overshadow thercof
every sovereign; the first is that of Wisdom, tleeand that of
Justice, which iron mountains cannot resist anccithe "Wall
of Alexander" will be powerless to stand againgfith perfect
ease will they penetrate into the states, therpiltd the world,
like the great luminary, the bright lights of a soeign's
government.

It is quite plain and obvious, that the life of ghmortal
world, like the breezes at daybreak, is not endubkint passes
away. Blessed therefore is the great one, whokimglin the
path of God's will, shall leave behind him a praisghy fame
and happy remembrance.

"When the pure soul is about to pass away, whatemahether
it dies on a throne, or on the surface of dust?"

Yea, the expansion of the world and the subduinthefworld 131.
are praised; yea, even war is sometimes the goeatation of
peace, and destroying is the cause of rebuildifhdor example,
a great sovereign should wage war against a thmegtéoe, or
for the unification of the whole body of people adiyided
kingdom, he may urge the steed of resolution in&racecourse
of bravery and courage; in short, his war may beertially
attuned to the melodies of peace; and then vehily fury is
kindness itself and this oppression is the essehpestice itself
and this war is the source of reconciliation. Tygdhe true duty
of a powerful king is to establish a universal medor verily it
signifies the freedom of all the people of the orl

Or the bare ground under the open sky,
Where the pure soul lays him
Down to die?*
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No power on earth can prevail against the armigsigiice,
and every citadel must fall before them; for melimgly go . . . . .
down under the triumphant strokes of this decisilade, and Auas (pas gapa Ol g 35S ui‘u‘“ (J\.c

desolate places bloom and flourish under the trangplof this 1:,\)4 ds ‘) CHA i, C):.’\ u\é}ﬁ a< an mu.u QAJGA
host. There are two mighty banners which, wheg taest their | | ) Al s\l Ny £ i AT &}L
shadow across the crown of any king, will causeifigence of &2 ¢35 alle XIS RAesbasla) g
his government quickly and easily to penetratevthele earth, 53, 2l H) iy gal) g ) gara e o Jeliagia
even as if it were the light of the sun: the fiodtthese two - S8 9 . ol -
banners is wisdom; the second is justice. Againsse two s4iliag ) 4l @MLGA A uadl a8 \ u"U
most potent forces, the iron hills cannot prewail] Alexander's LS 1 )3 Gl ses JSa (S8 S pandali ) g3l alae) jh
wall will break before them. It is clear that life this fast- . RPN v e e ..
Al dae 4l cul al’g) ¢l A€ 3 e
fading world is as fleeting and inconstant as treemmg wind, S d LT S dsc = =R o Vd .
| aaiSs B g 2l g5 Cua glia cpial Jla ) ) adae ¢o'd

and this being so, how fortunate are the great waee a good
name behind them, and the memory of a lifetime sperhe eh Cn) Claa 4SSl o C“."\J O s Al cuilia

pathway of the good pleasure of God.
Jam D348 ) S) nlhsa Cpsa gl )3 Hse 2
SR BN i S8 54 52 G (5 ) Gl

Itis all one, if it be a throne SU ol a€ iy Kaal "

"SR ) # s (A AT p s

A conguest can be a praiseworthy thing, and therdimes
when war becomes the powerful basis of peace, amdthe
very means of reconstruction. If, for example, ghhininded
sovereign marshals his troops to block the ons#tefnsurgent
and the aggressor, or again, if he takes the fiahdl
distinguishes himself in a struggle to unify a ded state and
people, if, in brief, he is waging war for a rigbtss purpose, GaMa Gl 5 )y Crad daw 02Ky patie Slaa
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The fourth word of that splendid narrative is, "digat to his 132.

master's command." It is plain and evident that gheatest
glory of humanity consists in obeying the Omnipot€od, and
man's nobility and honor depend upon his followitige
injunctions ad prohibitions of the Lord, the Singbme. The
brightness of life hangs on Religion; and the pesgr renown
and happiness of people consist in keeping the @rdments
of God's holy Books. To one who considers lif@aghole, it is
manifest that in this world, regarded both matbrisdnd
spiritually, Religion embodies the chief, infribtg foundation
of things, and the highest, most righteous and émpable
principles attainable in creation; it embodies theole of the
ideal and formal perfections, and it is the comd&rolof the
civilization and the prosperity of all mankind.

But there are some feeble-minded persons who, anindy 133.

given any sufficiently attentive or deep consideratto the
fundamentals of the divine religions, have assunibd

hypocritical ways of people only professedly raigs to be the
standard, imagining all the religious-minded todfehe same
stamp. They have, therefore, deemed religion ta bendrance
to the common advancement; nay, they have accoitntede

the origination of all quarrels and disputes; ahd tause of
hatred and general enmity between human beingey hhve
not so much as reflected, that the bases of divaligions

cannot be discerned in the deeds of those who ynerefess
religion. There is nothing, however good, whicingt capable
of being most flippantly abused in this world.

For example, if a lighted lamp be put in the hawofisgnorant
children, or blind people, they neither lighten timise nor banish the
prevailing darkness; on the contrary, they will sat fire both
themselves and the house. Can it be said thdamme is to be blamed
on this account? In the name of God, no! A lam@ ggiide to the path
and a light-giver to one who sees; but it is a gneiafortune to a blind
man.
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For every excellent thing, peerless though it maydan still be
diverted to the wrong ends. A lighted lamp in Hands of an
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darkness nor light up the house—it will set boté bearer and
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Thus, there was a man named Voltaire, a nativerafide, one of134.
the scoffers at religious customs, who wrote sdweoaks in abuse of
it, whose contents are worthy of the toys of ignorehildren. This
man has assumed as the standard of religion threathes and conduct
of the Popes who are the heads of the Roman CatRaith; the euvil
proceedings of the spiritual leaders of Christiarfiave opened the
mouth of opposition to the Spirit of God, Jesusig€h@and with his
misdirected reason Voltaire did not comprehendréda significance
of the holy divine Books, but he has raised misiegdiifficulties and
objections about some of the contents and subjeicthe heaven-
revealed Books. "And we revealed in the Quran whature and
mercy unto the believers, but it increaseth nothintp the wrongdoers
except loss."

How beautifully the Physician of Ghaznah has exgdi
this:

"In the case of those who cannot understand thed hrables;

If they perceive nothing in th@uranbut words,

It is no wonder for they are led astray.

For, in the rays of the most brilliant sun,

The eye of the blind can discover nothing but Heat.

As it is written: "Many will go astray by it, andany shall be13s.
led by it; but none shall go astray by it but tHeked."

It is plain and manifest that the surest means itadsvahe 137.
well-being and prosperity of men, and towards thghdst
object of civilization, the liberty of the citizerare love and
friendship and the most intimate union betweenrallviduals
of the human race. Nothing in the world can begimed or
rendered easy without union and agreement; anttubedivine
religion is the most perfect cause of friendshid anion in the
world. As it is written: "Hadst thou expended talht was in the
earth, thou couldst not reconcile their hearts;®ol reconciled
them.'®®
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Among those who have repudiated religious faith wees

Frenchman, Voltaire, who wrote a great number obkiso < SRR - e
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The Sage of Ghazna96 told the mystic story
To his veiled hearers, in an allegory:
If those who err see naught in the Qur'an
But only words, it's not to wonder on;
Of all the sun’s fire, lighting up the sky
Only the warmth can reach a blind man’s &ye.

“Many will He mislead by such parables and manydgui
but none will He mislead thereby except the wick&4.

It is certain that the greatest of instrumentadifier achieving
the advancement and the glory of man, the supreyaacs for
the enlightenment and the redemption of the wasldove and
fellowship and unity among all the members of thenhn race
Nothing can be effected in the world, not even eorably,
without unity and agreement, and the perfect metors
engendering fellowship and union is true religitidadst Thou
spent all the riches of the earth, Thou couldst hrete united
their hearts; but God hath united them®.”
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Such is the power of true union, both inward antivaud, 13s.

which was seen in the raising up of the Prophet&ad, who

gathered together under the protecting shade ofWbed of

Unity families and tribes which were at feud, satth hundred
thousand souls were counted as one man, and trdsusémen
were represented in the form of a single Person.

"Their numbers are like the waves, which the wiad bathered
together into one; as The Truth shed his light ugn@m, never
his light shall be dispersed. Separated from etioér is the life
of the wolves and dogs; united are the souls ofitims of God"

(believers).

The details of occurrences that took place in ittneg of the 140.

raising up of the prophets of old (upon whom becp8a and
their manners, conditions and signs, are not meetiat length
in the authentic histories, as might certainly hbgen expected,
but are briefly alluded to in the verses of t@eran and in
traditions and in the Bible.

But as, since the time of the Patriarch Moses, ase Hull
accounts of the happenings in the gréairan, and in the
authentic traditions, in the Bible and in trustingrhistories, we
will therefore briefly set them forth, so that bliese sure
evidences all may have proof and demonstrationhef ttue
answer to this question:

Is Religion the real fundamental principle of huntwarand
civilization? or is it—as Voltaire and such as hevé thought it
to be—the destroyer of the essentials of the sacpesce and
wellbeing of mankind?

The answer will be given so conclusively that ibslkl be 141.

impossible for any nation on earth to deny itshyutecause it
shall be according to the authentic history ofnalflions and the
belief of all peoples of the earth.

When the children of Israel multiplied rapidly, yheame to142.

be scattered over all parts of the kingdom of EgypEhe
Egyptian kings of the Hyksos dynasty began therbastow
honors and powers on their own people, the Egyptiand to
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With the advent of the Prophets of God, their powér
creating a real union, one which is both externad af the
heart, draws together malevolent peoples who hagenb
thirsting for one another’'s blood, into the one I&reof the
Word of God. Then a hundred thousand souls beasnene
soul, and unnumbered individuals emerge as one.body

Once they were as the waves of the sea
That the wind made many out of one.

Then God shed down on them His sun,
And His sun but one can never be.
Souls of dogs and wolves go separately,
But the soul of the lions of God is oHfé.

The events that transpired at the advent of thptets of the
past, and Their ways and works and circumstances,nat
adequately set down in authoritative histories, arel referred
to only in condensed form in the verses of the &urthe Holy
Traditions and the Torah. Since, however, all &vérom the
days of Moses until the present time are containdlde mighty
Qur’an, the authoritative Traditions, the Torah atiaer reliable
sources, We shall content Ourself with brief refess here, the
purpose being to determine conclusively whethegiaei is the
very basis and root-principle of culture and caalion, or
whether as Voltaire and his like suppose, it defedt social
progress, well-being and peace.

To preclude once and for all objections on the phgny of
the world’'s peoples, We shall conduct Our
conformably to those authoritative accounts whitthnations
are agreed upon.

discussio
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were spread throughout the whole country, the Cdpliaraohs
of Egypt determined to strengthen and favor thein cCoptic
peoples and to degrade and dishonor the childretsrakl,
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despise and oppress the Hebrews, who were regaaded
foreigners. The children of Israel, who were dispd through
the land, were "for a long time captives in the dwamf the
Egyptians, were oppressed and tortured, and wereex by all
the people; to this extent that the basest Egyptiat torture
and persecute the noblest Hebrew. In fact, such thair
bondage, degradation and oppression, that neithday nor by
night had the Israelites any security for their oliwes; nor
could their children and wives find any refuge @otpction
from the injustice and cruelty of Pharaoh's ministe

They were so unhappy that their food became ekenuinto
morsels of their own hearts swelling with bloodddheir drink
became tears, like unto the JayHth.

In such an agonized condition were they, until Beauty of
Moses beheld the splendor of the fire of Onenggshd side of
the valley of Safety—the blessed Shrine. And herdhéhe life-
prolonging Voice of God from the spiritual divingef in the
Bush; which was neither from the East nor from \est. He
was exalted to universal prophecy, and shone hikelamp of
guidance among the Hebrews; and by the light oflayjuie he
led those gone astray in the darkness of ignorémdhe right
path of knowledge and perfection. Having gatheafidthe
various tribes of the Israelites together under phhetecting
shadow of the Word of Unity, he raised aloft thenrer of
perfect union over the hills of agreement and ftigress. So, in
a short time those ignorant people having beenadddy the
divine teaching, were no longer alienated one ftloenother, but
were attached to the Oneness of God; they weredstoen
despite, degradation, poverty, captivity, and igmoe, and were
divinely favored with the highest degree of renownd
prosperity. They then emigrated from the kingddr&gypt and
turned their steps towards the original, nativedlahlsrael; and
so they arrived at the land of the Canaanites drnitisthes.
They first conquered the regions about the rivaddo and
Jericho and dwelt in them, and later they occupadidthe
neighboring towns from Phoenicia, Zoan to Ammon.

Finally in the time of Joshua the Bani Israel caimehave
rule over the countries of thirty-one kingdoms.
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whom they regarded as foreigners. Over a longogderihe

Israelites, divided and scattered, were captivbénhands of the

tyrannical Copts, and were scorned and despiseall pgo that
the meanest of the Copts would freely persecutdaddt over

the noblest of the Israelites. The enslavemerdtchedness and
helplessness of the Hebrews reached such a pacthtty were

never, day or night, secure in their own persons aige to
provide any defense for their wives and familiesiast the
tyranny of their Pharaohic captors. Then theirdfawas the
fragments of their own broken hearts, and theinldd river of
tears. They continued on in this anguish untildeunty Moses,
the All-Beauteous, beheld the Divine Light streagnirut of the
blessed Vale, the place that was holy ground, asatchthe
quickening voice of God as it spoke from the flawh¢hat Tree

“neither of the East nor of the West*and He stood up in

the full panoply of His universal prophethood. tihe midst
of the Israelites, He blazed out like a lamp of iBé&v
guidance, and by the light of salvation He led that people

out of the shadows of ignorance into knowledge and

perfection. He gathered Israel's scattered tribdég the
shelter of the unifying and universal Word of Gadd over
the heights of union He raised up the banner ahbay, so
that within a brief interval those benighted sobkcame
spiritually educated, and they who had been stranigethe
truth, rallied to the cause of the oneness of Goa, were
delivered out of their wretchedness, their indigentheir

incomprehension and captivity and achieved a suprem

degree of happiness and honor. They emigrated Egypt,
set out for Israel's original homeland, and cameCamaan
and Philistia. They first conquered the shoreshef River
Jordan, and Jericho, and settled in that area,uimdately
all the neighboring regions, such as Phoenicia,nEdmd
Ammon, came under their sway. In Joshua’s timeetigere
thirty-one governments in the hands of the Isregliand in
every noble human  attribute—learning,
determination, courage, honor, generosity—this [geopme

to surpass all the nations of the earth. Whehase days an

Israelite would enter a gathering, he was immebjiaiagled
out for his many virtues, and even foreign peoplihing to
praise a man would say that he was like an Iseaelit

stability,
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They then surpassed all the nations of the worldllikinds of 143.
steadfastne

human qualities; in science, knowledge,
resolution, bravery, courage, honor and generosift that
period whenever an Israelite entered into a compdirpeople,
he could be distinguished by his amiable charaties; and if
one of the other nations wished to praise anybtusy would
compare him to an Israelite. It is written in s@béistories that
the Greek philosophers, such as Pythagoras, adgmost of
their knowledge of the divine and natural philospffom the
disciple of the great King Solomon. Socrates, wtramelling,
met some of the most celebrated theologians otllstad learnt
many things from them; and after his return to Geede
established the belief in the Unity of God andha immortality
of the soul after the decomposition of the bodlgngents. The
ignorant men in Athens consequently objected towhe had
sounded the mystery of philosophy and were enragginst
him; so that he was obliged to poison himself iisqon.

However, after the Jews had attained this highestafj144.

civilization and had been privileged to reach tighbast possible
degree of prosperity, they gradually forgot the damental
bases of religion—the law of Moses—and steeped ¢bbras in
superficial ceremonies and heathen customs. Intithe of

Rehoboam, the son of King Solomon, there were greatof Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, terrible dissenkioke out 2

discussions among the children of Israel, and denwbclaimed
the kingship and set up the worship of idols. Foany
centuries, war was carried on between Rehoboandenatboam
and his descendants, and the Jewish tribes becamadyw
disorganized and disunited.

Finally, forgetting the significance of God's lavhey
darkened their ways with heathen superstitions anth
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It is furthermore a matter of record in numeroustdrical
works that the philosophers of Greece such as Bgthas,
acquired the major part of their philosophy, boitirge and
material, from the disciples of Solomon. And Soesaafter
having eagerly journeyed to meet with some of Isamost
illustrious scholars and divines, on his return @reece
established the concept of the oneness of God &ed
continuing life of the human soul after it has pff its
elemental dust. Ultimately, the ignorant among Geeeks
denounced this man who had fathomed the inmostarigstof
wisdom, and rose up to take his life; and then gbpulace
forced the hand of their ruler, and in council adsied they
caused Socrates to drink from the poisoned cup.

After the Israelites had advanced along every leoEl
civilization, and had achieved success in the hglpessible
degree, they began little by little to forget tlw®trprinciples of
the Mosaic Law and Faith, to busy themselves wiiksrand
ceremonials and to show forth unbecoming condlrcthe days

among them; one of their number, Jeroboam, pldtieget the
throne, and it was he who introduced the worshiflols. The
strife between Rehoboam and Jeroboam led to cestuwof
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outrageous revolt and rebellion. Their theologicalctors
disregarded the needs of humanity, which were evriin the
holy Books, and looked solely after their persqualfits, which
reduced the nation to the extreme of religious igegte and
ignorance. As a result of this, their seeminglynmmnent
prosperity was changed to the uttermost degreegfadation;
the rulers of Persia, Greece and Rome defeated; theththe
banner of their authority was destroyed. The ignoe and
foolishness, selfishness and degradation of thigioak leaders
of the community were revealed in their fulness mitieey were
opposed to Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Babylon. tdte up
the life of the Israelites by its roots; and afte customary
murdering, plundering and destroying of houses faelds and
towns, he took captive those who survived his swardl
brought them to Babylon.

After seventy years, the children of the captiviyere
released and returned to Jerusalem. Hezekiah arad (Bpon
whom be peace!) engaged day by day in re-estabfjsthie
authority of the holy Books, and the Israelitesdretp recover
from their evil ways; and therewith dawned for thagain the
bright morning of former generations.

Not many years later, there again rose great digses and
differences among them in their conduct and thaightThe
ideas of the Jewish leaders were turned to wondtigcts, and
the progress of the Jews during the time of Ezparfuvhom be
peace!) was changed to corrupt customs and theriiogt of
evil.

So far did their immorality go, that the soldiefsRmme, and
others, even their own people, subjugated the kingdf Israel.

Lastly came Titus, the warrior and Roman generdip w

levelled the native lanaf the Jews to the dust, so effectively

that he killed countless numbers of their men, wagst their
women and children, destroyed their houses, cutndgieir
trees, burnt their books, robbed them of their jpossand made
Jerusalem as a heap of ashes. After this conelusirnquest the
star of the government of the Israelites set in West of
nothingness. Since then, these people have beparded and
scattered all over the world. As it is written: id they shall
draw upon them indignation and shall be smittern \pidverty."
These two disasters caused by Nebuchadnezzar ansl dre
mentioned in the gloriouQuran. As it is written: "And we
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as insurgence and sedition. Their divines, hagmgcluded that

all those essential qualifications of humankind feeth in the
Holy Book were by then a dead letter, began toktlunly of

furthering their own selfish interests, and affidtthe people by
allowing them to sink into the lowest depths ofdlessness and

ignorance. And the fruit of their wrong doing wiass, that the
old-time glory which had endured so long now chahge
degradation, and the rulers of Persia, of Greeng,ch Rome,

took them over. The banners of their sovereigrdyeweversed;

the ignorance, foolishness, abasement and self-tdvéheir
religious leaders and their scholars were broughight in the
coming of Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, who dssd
them. After a general massacre, and the sackidgauing of
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announced the decree unto the children of Israghénbook,
that you shall commit evil in the earth twice, aisg up in great
insurrection.” Even he says: "And when the timéhef second
threat came, we sent enemies to abase them, aedtdo the
temple, and they entered it the first time; andléstroy utterly
what they conquered®

The purport of this is that men should consider houe 145.
religion becomes the means of civilization, fammsperity, the
enhancer of dignity and education and a sourceajrpss for
the degraded and captive, the submissive and ttoedagt. And
when it falls into the hands of ignorant and sujitesss leaders,
the great light of religion is changed by theirleagts into a
great darkness.
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When for the second time the phenomena and sigrniseof4e.

dispersion, misery, nothing less than oppressiah@fsraelites
appeared, then the holy excellent breeze of thetSi God,

Jesus Christ, blew upon the coasts of the riveloodlan in the
land of Galilee, and the showers of mercy rose olvat land,
and there was a great spiritual rain; so that byowrerflowing of
that great Sea, the wilderness of Jerusalem wdanped with

the fragrances of the knowledge of God, and thevausal

harmonies of the glorious good Tidings reachedeties of the
people from the choirs of the heavenly Kingdom. tBg breath
of Christ the dead souls were wakened from the egranf
negligence and ignorance and were evetb with eternal life
During a period of three years, that Luminary af #enith of
perfection moved in and through the country andlevihess of
Jerusalem and Palestine, leading all men to thenivgr of

Guidance and educating them to supreme spiritudl raaral

ideals.

If the people of Israel had accepted that LuminBaauty,
Jesus Christ, and had girded up the loins of semng@mbey him,
they would have been quickened by a new spirit, refreeshed
by plenteous vernal rains from the life-giving lreg of the
Spirit of God.

But alas! they opposed him and arose to persehdt147.

source of inspired knowledge and the falling platéhe divine
revelation; all except a few who were turning tosaod and
were purified from the dark vices of this temporargrld and
thought to ascend to the place which has no plabere God
and his saints dwell.

But the people in general brought troubles solilermon that
Orient of the divine bounties, that it was impoksibor him
even to remain and take rest in any village. Hewknot where
to lay his head; notwithstanding this, the Bannkthe Great
Guidance was raised aloft, and the foundation af moral
advancement or civilization, which is at the roétumiversal
humanity, become established.
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In Matthew, v. 39, he gives advice of which this tlse 148.

translation, "But | say unto you, That ye resist Bwil; but
whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, tarhim the
other also"; and likewise in the 43rd verse, Hessdye have
heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love #ighbor (Lev.
xix 18), and hate thy enemy. But | say unto yoaye. your
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to thatrhate
you, and pray for them which despitefully use yand
persecute you. That ye may be the children of yeather
which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to ris¢he evil and
on the good, and sendeth rain (of mercy) on thegnd on the
unjust. For if ye love them which love you, whatvard have
ye? do not even the publicans the same?"

The teachings of that Dawning-place of the diviriedem are149.

many of this kind.

Verily those souls that are characterized by theresh
qualities of the Beatitudes are the essence otegwie and the
dawning-place of true civilization.

Christ hath indeed established the Law of Holiness a 150.

foundation of pure spirituality and moral perfeati@nd he hath
laid down for believers special rules and custorhghv belong
to the essence of life and of the world. Althougen this
Manifestation of spiritual and moral guidance wagwardly

tortured by the remorseless hatred and persecutiorhis

oppressors, yet having escaped from the darknetizeodews,
he shone and was manifested by the Light of theaitglory in

a new dawn.
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In the fifth chapter of Matthew beginning with thieirty-
seventh verse He counsels: “Resist not evil anghyinyith its
like; but whosoever shall smite thee on thy righeek, turn to
him the other also.” And further, from the fortyird verse: “Ye
have heard that it hath been said, ‘Thou shalt thyeneighbor,
and thou shalt not vex thine enemy with enmify.’But | say
unto you, love your enemies, bless them that cywse do good

to them that hate you, and pray for them which ide&ply use NRSRT . - - s -
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Many were the counsels of this kind that were atidyy that
Dayspring of Divine wisdom, and souls who have Ipeeo
characterized with such attributes of holiness taee distilled
essence of creation and the sources of true Gtiiia.

Jesus, then, founded the sacred Law on a basisocdl mg 4_5‘)_4 Q;_',BJJ By U PR Camy i O yaias CJ‘ L DA

character and complete spirituality, and for thed® believed . . .. fo . ey -
in Him He delineated a special way of life whicmstitutes the Sl S )y Aiata (uetd 5 i diis (O]

highest type of action on earth. And while thoseblems of | asilia 13 5e 8 punl Caul Ale Cla ja g2 a8 Jala

3

redemption were to outward seeming abandoned to the | s @ w e Y . 2 Br
malevolence and persecution of their tormentorsedality they - L CRae el C‘L‘: L JML o Jj} G4 A

had been delivered out of the hopeless darknesthwhi ilad aser YA Glalls ) 4ddall 8 ST aiad D

encompassed the Jews and they shone forth in stregalory . “ R . -
at the dawn of that new day. CJ}[ S5 S A s 2 e JU"L" &b’" T 0? ME

o #S



299.

300.

301.

302.

Mysterious Forces of Civilization

The powerful Jewish nation vanished and disappedredisi.

those few of them who hastened to the protectirrgistof the
Blessed Tree of Christ, verily they rejuvenatedtatl peoples of
the world. At that time all nations were plungedtie lowest
depths of superstition, ignorance, and heathenishey did not
believe in the Unity of God, but in a plurality déities. There
were no monotheists except a few Jews; they haithereihe
power nor the spirit to exert any influence. Transe those
blessed souls, the disciples of Christ, to prontelgareligion
which was repugnant and opposed to the opiniorteefvhole
of mankind.

All the rulers of the earth took determined measute
exterminate the people of Jesus. Nevertheless iand
consequence, most of the disciples strove witthall heart and
soul to spread abroad the divine religion; and garédg all the
kings of Europe, many of the peoples of Asia andcAf and
some of the dwellers in the Isles of the Ocean vgathered
together under the protecting shadow of the Wordrafy.

Reflect now, is there in existence any surer anehtgr 152.

foundation of life and conduct than religion? ©uld any surer
and greater than the divine religion be imaginedictvh
encompasses the whole of creation? Have thereber any
other means and bond of love, intimacy, union aedfegt

harmony like the faith in the beloved Omnisciente®nOr has
there ever been known any other foundation for dbaeral

instruction in all morality except that of the healy laws?

The qualities which characterize the sages fromldfand the1ss.

highest degree of perfection obtainable throughopbphy were
possessed from the commencement of their converaiwh
confession by the believers in God who were meaebrimary
manifestation of these perfectioff§.

Let us remember what a high moral ideal was atthing
those souls who drank of the Salsabil of guidarroenfthe

hands of trace of the Spirit of GO, and sheltered themselves,

under the protecting shadow of Gespel This was testified to
by the famous physician Galen, who, although he natsa

Christian, nevertheless, in the course of a comangmn Plato's
Politics praises the believers in God in the following words
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Secret of Divine Civilization

That mighty Jewish nation toppled and crumbled vty
those few souls who sought shelter beneath the iMessIree
transformed all human life. At that time the pesplof the
world were utterly ignorant, fanatical and idolaiso Only a
small group of Jews professed belief in the onepés3od and
they were wretched outcasts. These holy Christ@rs now
stood up to promulgate a Cause which was diaméyrica
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Those qualities which the philosophers attained nivtieey
had reached the very heights of their wisdom, thoeble
human attributes which characterized them at tlak jod their
perfection, would be exemplified by the believess soon as
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

"Most people cannot understand teaching which mdees4.
from the evidence of facts: they therefore needetbimg in the
way of mystery, such as promises of rewards andsparents
in a future life. What proves it is this—that tgdae behold a
religious sect who are called Nazarenes (i.e. @Gnis), who
believe in rewards and punishments on the Last Dagd by
them excellent achievements are performed, likedhaf a true
philosopher. Thus we all see with our own eyes tivay have
no fear of death, and, with their ardent longingiasdom and
justice, they are to be accounted among the

philosophers '

These words of Galen, and the position he assigna 155.
philosopher in that age, go to show that theredtbel no higher
position occupied by anyone than by the Christiahshose
days. Reflect, how the divine religion, with thewer of its
spiritual splendor, enabled most of the believerseaich such a
degree of moral perfection, that a famous man li&aen,
though he was not an adherent of Christianity bgetrs withess
to the fact.

Secret of Divine Civilization

“The generality of mankind are unable to graspcueace of
logical arguments. For this reason they stand éedn of
symbols and parables telling of rewards and punéstisiin the
next world. A confirmatory evidence of this is tladay we
observe a people called Christians, who believeouldy in
rewards and punishments in a future state. Thisigrshow
forth excellent actions, similar to the actionsaof individual
who is a true philosopher. For example, we allvgige our own
eyes that they have no fear of death, and thesigagor justice

true and fair-dealing is so great that they should besictered true

philosophers**

The station of a philosopher, in that age and @rthind of
Galen, was superior to any other station in theldva@onsider
then how the enlightening and spiritualizing poveérdivine
religions impels the believers to such heightsesfertion that a
philosopher like Galen, not himself a Christianfeaf such
testimony.
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

Among their good deeds and pious acts, the Christiae.
established infirmaries, hospitals, and charitable
institutions. The Emperor Constantine, for instanc
was the first in the times of the Roman empire oarid

a public hospital for the treatment of poor peopiko
had no one to care fahem. This great Emperor we
the first of the Roman emperors to throw himselatie
and soul into the cause of the Spirit of God. He
resolutely exerted himself to promulgate the prples

of the Gospel,and he brought justice and moderation into
the methods of the Roman government, which prelgowss
noted for the sheerest injustice and oppression.

His blessed name shines forth in the dawn of hidike a 157.

star of the day-break; and the fame of his greatmethe world

of civilization is celebrated among all sects ofri€fians. In
short, through the blessing of the education of¢hiooly souls,
who devoted their lofty efforts to the disseminatiof the
teaching of the&5ospel firm foundations of ideal morals were at
that period established in the world, and numerscisools,
colleges, infirmaries and institutions for educgtipoor and
orphan children, were inaugurated.

Many were the souls who forsook their personal iprags.
seeking to please God, and they spent their limesducating
and instructing the people. But when the dawnhef bright
morning of the Beauty of Ahmatf drew nigh, the reins of all
Christianity had fallen into the hands of ignorambnks. And
the merciful breezes of grace were entirely stayad the
commandments of the glorio@®spel, which were at the roots
of civilization, were set at naught by the evilsaahd conduct of
those who were outwardly honorable and inwardly antlay.
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

All the authoritative historians of Europe, who baveated159.

of the circumstances, conditions, manners, politecfication,
and general civilization of the past centuries, diiedAges, and
modern times, have declared that during the ten idéedl
centuries, which extend from the beginning of tix¢hscentury
A. D. to the end of the fifteenth century, the ldogs of Europe
were in a most unhappy state and terribly lackingevery
essential of civilization.

The chief cause of this was, that the monks, a&thiepeans
called the spiritual leaders of religion, neglegtithe eternal
glory of obeying the holy precepts and the heavésdghings of
the Gospel, were in co-operation with the pillars of wordly
government, the ministers of state, of that agep wvere
advocates of oppression and rebellion, and, clasieg eyes to
the glory which is enduring they aided one anotimettheir
efforts towards securing mere temporary advantagescarnal
benefits. So that matters at length reached syshsa that the
peoples fell wholly into the hands of the ministefstate and of
the monks, with the result that the fundamentalebasf the
religion, civilization, and prosperity of the nat® of Europe
were destroyed.
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The noted historians of Europe, in describing ttveddions,
manners, politics, learning and culture, in allittespects, of
early, medieval and modern times, unanimously ckdbat
during the ten centuries constituting the Middleedgfrom the
beginning of the sixth century of the Christian @Hlahe close
of the fifteenth, Europe was in every respect andrt extreme
degree, barbaric and dark. The principal caushisfwas that
the monks, referred to by European peoples astusgirand
religious leaders, had given up the abiding gldrgttcomes
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perishable advantages. Ultimately things reachpdirs where
the masses were hopeless prisoners in the handesd two
groups, and all this brought down in ruins the weh&tructure of
the religion, culture, welfare and civilization tife peoples of
Europe.
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

And then the dawn of hope arose, the season oflitliee 160.

spring was at hand, the showers of mercy rainechdawd the
life-giving winds of grace blew upon mankind. TB&en of
goodness ascending from the horizon of Hijaz andathreb!™*
revealed itself in the holiness of the Prophet Muoimad and
bestowed upon the world the light of everlastingrgl There
was a change in the lands in which great talentg whowed,
and the meaning of the verse—"brightened the eaitin the
Light of the Lord"—grew to be interpreted that theorld
became a new world and the dead body of the wordg w
inspired anew with an infinite spirit of life. Om®sion and
ignorance were extirpated from their roots, andhigé portico
of knowledge and justice grew to be lofty and ee@lt The sea
of progress swept onward and the lights of scietmme forth.
The barbarous tribes and nations of the regiotdijak were the
most ignorant of the peoples and barbarous trithedheo earth
before the blazing of the burning lamp of the grieéaiphet in
the land of Bathd® Their depraved habits and horrible
customs, their blood-thirstiness, quarrelling amimesities
were described in the books and histories of thmae;t the
civilized nations did not regard the Arabian tribesYathreb
and Batha as human beings. But, after the dawrthef
Luminary of the world in that land and country, dhgh the
teaching of that source of perfection and vesséh®frevelation
of God, the Owner of Glory, and by the grace oftibly divine
Law, they were in a short time gathered togethateurthe
protecting shadow of the word of divine Unity; ahdse savage
peoples progressed so far in the stages of humanityideal
perfection, that all the rest of the nations ofttbpoch were
amazed and filled with wonderment.

The very tribes, races and nations who were alvimybe
habit of scorning and despising the Arabians, amusiclering
them a people of no account, thronged with gregermess to
the native land and kingdom of the Arabians in oprdestudy
politics and the branches of learning and the seignand to be
taught the arts and handicrafts, and acquire atf@ments of
civilization.
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

Consider what was the real educating factor incéee of thesasi.
Arabian people, whose savagery and ignorance dutiedq
period of heathendom was such, that they used tp &live
their daughters at seven years of age—an act wéwem an
animal would loathe and shrink from, but which thaythe
extremity of their ignorance, gloried in, and reckd to be a
sign of the supreme nobility of mind. A people wiere so
grossly and cruelly ignorant were raised by thesdilegs of the
teaching of the great Prophet to such power thegt onquered
the kingdoms of Egypt, Syria, Damascus, Chaldeapiarand
Persia. In their sole hands was the administraifoeverything
most important in the four quarters of the world.

The Arabians became the first among the nationgangles162.
of the earth in science and art, education, philbgp politics,
morals, handicrafts and inventions. Verily, theowgth of
scattered savage tribes within a short period ® highest
possible degree of human perfection, is the corgigiroof of
the real power and prophethood of Muhammad, theefCdii
Creation.

@M;‘UMJ

i€ adaaBle 4 e ) 5al 5o ) (Al (3 e a5 U
Ailala oy 53 A 5 iR 55 SIS 148 ealidl 48
O 9 23 gaie SIA yjei )l s ealla Cada (o) i3
A ) ) o ) s Camda 4EXK Ll 51 aS )y gl
G 5 Cies el ) (gite Gillga G357
G 5 Glica b ) Glal Gl &) s ) A3 jedine
5 pan Slas 4S iy sl axn 185 o so sl
plen aan 03 5ad i ) il ) 5 3l e 5 OIS 5 ald 5 by
MJ}AJ::)\J\TJ‘)QSA\J(JLQ?:\E\JL@%JJA\

Secret of Divine Civilization

Observe the influence on material situations of thaining
which is inculcated by the true Educator. Hereemgibes so
benighted and untamed that during the period ofJételiyyih
they would bury their seven-year-old daughtersealhan act
which even an animal, let alone a human being, e&vbate and
shrink from but which they in their extreme degtima -~
considered the ultimate expression of honor ancdbtimv to
principle—and this darkened people, thanks to themnifast
teachings of that great Personage, advanced toasdebree that
after they conquered Egypt, Syria and its capitaimBscus,
Chaldea, Mesopotamia and Iran, they came to admirssgle-
handedly whatever matters were of major importaincéour
main regions of the globe.
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

In the first ages of the sway of Islam, all theiorad of Europe163.

acquired their ideas of morality, and the art eflidation from
Islam and from the inhabitants of the kingdom ofaip A
study of books of general history will prove and kenait
manifest that most of the culture of Europe hasbegerived
from Islam. So the Europeans gradually collechedliooks of
the philosophers, sages, theologians, and learmedahlslam,
and read and discussed them in their scientifitin®ns and
universities with the utmost zeal, and derived gbemefit from
them.

So much so, that there are several copies in kinaries of
the kingdoms of Europe, of all those books of #mred men
of Islam which are rare in their native countridé.there were
no fear of unduly lengthening this treatise, | cbshow how
heavily the Islamic books of theology and law, dhelir ideas
and principles, which are now current in the vasi&ingdoms
of Europe, have been laid under contribution bylaiter.

4;34.: ;MU.AJ
LSy ‘T’JJJ\ AJS\)L & (-Ju\ g4l Dhac! 2
i) &LAAO:\..\SLA&(';L\ ) e o jlaa g (Jilad

Secret of Divine Civilization

In the early ages of Islam the peoples of Europgiiaed the
sciences and arts of civilization from Islam ascficed by the
inhabitants of Andalusia. A careful and thorougteistigation
of the historical record will establish the facatithe major part s Br )§\ 9.2 galia
of the civilization of Europe is derived from Islarfior all the K| aS ay € 2 . R PRI
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The commencement of modern European civilizatiook tos4.

place in the seventh century of the Hegira. Iteaiout in this
way. In the latter part of the fifth century,the Pope, the head
of Christendom, raised a great lamentation and mgan
because the sacred places of the Christians, sudbrasalem,
Bethlehem and Nazareth, were fallen under the ofiléslam.
By his encouragement and exhortation he induced gheat
majority of the nations of Europe to wage a religiavar. Such
were his wailings and laments that all the kingdarh&urope
rose up in arms. The kings of the people of thes&r with
many soldiers, crossed over the Gulf of Constaptannto. the
continent of Asia. At that time the Khalifat wexding over the
province of Egypt and some of the Arabian kingdoary] the
kings of Turistan, that is the Saldjukees of theedeof Syria,
were also generally under their rule and obedizthiém.

So the kings of Europe with a numerous army invaithed
desert of Syria and Egypt, and for a period of 2@&rs
continual wars were carried on between the kingh@ftountry
of Syria and the European kings, and reinforcememsi® ever
arriving from Europe. The kings of Europe repebted
conquered every, fortress and strong place in Sya the
kings of Islam delivered them out of their handdter Solah ed
Din the King Mansoor Ayooby in the year 693 of Hegi
expelled all the kings and troops of Europe from kingdoms
and coasts of Syria and Egypt; and they returnedefeat and
disappointment to Europe. In these wars, whichkamvn as
the wars of the people of the Cross, millions ofspas were
killed.

So, from the beginning of the year 490 of Hegirdhi® year
693,
continually coming and going in the countries ofri&yand
Egypt. When finally they returned to Europe, tresyablished
there what they had seen and known of the politiedjzation,
education, colleges, schools, and the excellergneenies and
customs of the kingdoms of Islam, during that pérad 203
years. The period of European civilization datesifthat time.

the kings, generals and chief men of Europeewe

Secret of Divine Civilization

The beginnings of European civilization date fromme t

seventh century of the Muslim era. The particulaese these:
toward the end of the fifth century of the hegitiee Pope or
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Head of Christendom set up a great hue and cry theefact ¢ jua8all Can O GJL,.A_, cdndia ilalia 4Su) ) disuna

that places sacred to the Christians, such as alemis
Bethlehem and Nazareth, had fallen under Muslira,rahd he
stirred up the kings and the commoners of Europenttertake
what he considered a holy war. His impassionedrgwaxed

so loud that all the countries of Europe respondad,crusading
kings at the head of innumerable hosts passed theefea of
Marmara and made their way to the continent of Adrathose
days the Fatimid caliphs ruled over Egypt and sooumtries of
the West, and most of the time the kings of Sythat is the
Saljugs, were subject to them as well. Brieflye #ings of the
West with their unnumbered armies fell upon Synd &gypt,

and there was continuous warfare between the Sywians and
those of Europe for a pedoof two hundred and three yea
Reinforcements were always coming in from Europe time

and time again the Western rulers stormed and ¢oek every
castle in Syria, and as often, the kings of Isl&fivdred them
out of their hands. Finally Saladin, in the ye@B @&\ .H., drove
the European kings and their armies out of Egyjut affi the
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Syrian coast. Hopelessly beaten, they went badutope. In ) Lila 4 A lae gy Sola g 2L AT S sha

the course of these wars of the Crusades, millmfnBuman
beings perished. To sum up, from 490 A.H. untiB,6Rings,
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commanders and other European leaders continuaiecand <Cuwd ) a3l Glalialy 5 2 ai 18 Ko jh Sela Ol

went between Egypt, Syria and the West, and whehearend
they all returned home, they introduced into Euregetever
they had observed over two hundred and odd yeakéuslim
countries as to government, social development leathing,
colleges, schools and the refinements of livindpe Eivilization
of Europe dates from that time.
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O people of Persial
procrastination, in slothfulness? You that weresteig of the
world and in the van of mankind—how is it that yioave lost
your ancient glory, that you have slept in the eorrof
obscurity? You who were once the fount of teachdng the
spring of the progress of humanity—why have you m@eome
so exhausted and degenerate and negligible? Younehe the
source of light to the human race—how is it that yoe thrust
back into the darkness of neglect and spiritlesshes

Open the eyes of your judgment and discern whist tihat
you sorely need. Gird up the loins of resolutiod anthusiasm,
and strive for the means of education and advancemks it
fitting that foreign tribes and nations should derand acquire
the virtues of humanity and education from the héag left
behind them by your ancestors and forefathers,stviidu who
are their children and heirs go without such bes®fi Does it
commend itself to you that, whilst your neighborse a
endeavoring day and night, with all their heart asmll, to
master the means of progress, renown and well-psjiag,
steeped in ignorant superstition, should give vaaguarrelling,
disputes, fractiousness, carnal desires and séifeights? Is it
praised and praiseworthy that you waste your nagenaius and
inborn capacity and creative intellect in dullnessd vanity,
making no use of them? As we pass from the sybgtat be

How long will you persist ias.
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O people of Persial How long will your torpor alethargy
last? You were once the lords of the whole edhtaworld was
at your beck and call. How is it that your glogshlapsed and
you have fallen from favor now, and crept away istme
corner of oblivion? You were the fountainheade#rhing, the
unfailing spring of light for all the earth, how iisthat you are
withered now, and quenched, and faint of heart2 Who once



318.

Mysterious Forces of Civilization

mentioned that all the scholars and learned mdtuabpe, who166.
are acquainted with the facts of ancient historg dwave a
reputation for truth and judgment, are convinced aelieve
that their civilization has been derived from Islam every
particular. See, for instance, Ducoudtdythe celebrated
French writer, whose knowledge and authority amdnieg are
testified to by all the scholars and savants obger

In his book entitledThe Progress of Nations in Humanity,
Politeness and Learningyhich is one of his famous works, he
has written in great detail on the subject of tluedgean nations
having acquired from Islam the laws of civilizati@nd the
principles of progress and prosperity. He has, dwvar, dealt
with it at such length that it is not possible, hint the space of
the present treatise, to insert a translation sfremarks. The
reader who wishes for more detail can refer tdibek itself.
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Briefly, M. Ducoudray has explained and proves ttiat 167.

whole civilization of Europe is built upon the lawggulations,
principles, literature, philosophy and sciences #xcellent
customs and ceremonies, the art, the handicrafeners,
institutions, and morals of Islam, many even of wards used
in the French language being also derived from israble has
gone into a detailed examination of each of thesety, and has
shown and verified even the dates when these atigngsfrom
Islam were severally made; and how the Arabs edtierte the
western country which is called today the kingdomSeain;
and how in a short time they established a comgieikzation
there, how perfect was the machinery of their malitand
education, how solidly they built up schools, cgdls, sciences,
arts, philosophy and handicrafts, how widely ttzithority and
greatness extended; and how many children of théesmf the
kingdoms of Europe used to visit the universitieQartaba?
Gharnata Ashbeellait and Toolid*?? and studied the science
of arts there. He has also mentioned that onefd&aro named
Cuthbert, who visited the Arabian kingdom and esdethe
university of Cordova, as a student of science ardon his
return to Europe became so famous that subsequentbat as
Pope on the throne of the Roman Catholic Church.

The purport of these disquisitions is plain and ifesih that 168.

the real sources of both our ideal and practicdiepgng lie in
the divine religions and that they are the fouritaad for the
development of civilization, for the beneficent aandiversal
education of humanity. To anyone who regards Wfth just
and unprejudiced eyes, it will be clear that allitmal laws are
embraced in the following blessed words.

Secret of Divine Civilization

In essence, the author shows how the totality aopgis
civilization—its laws, principles, institutions, sit sciences,
philosophies, varied learning, its civilized marsmand customs,
its literature, art and industry, its organizatigs,discipline, its
behavior, its commendable character traits, anch emany of
the words current in the French language, derivem fthe
Arabs. One by one, he investigates each of thieseeats in
detail, even giving the period when each was brooghr from
Islam. He describes as well the arrival of theb&ran the West,
in what is now Spain, and how in a short time testablished a
well-developed civilization there, and to what gthdegree of
excellence their administrative system and schhijarattained,
and how solidly founded and well regulated wereartbehools
and colleges, where sciences and philosophy, adsceafts,
were taught; what a high level of leadership thelyieved in the
arts of civilization and how many were the childadrEurope’s
leading families who were sent to attend the schoblCordova

and Granada, Seville and Toledo to acquire thensegeand arts

of civilized life. He even records that a Europesamed
Gerbert came to the West and enrolled at the Usityeof

Cordova in Arab territory, studied arts and scientteere, and i<

after his return to Europe achieved such prominetic
ultimately he was elevated to the leadership of @aholic
Church and became the Pope.

The purpose of these references is to establislfiattiethat
the religions of God are the true source of theitspi and
material perfections of man, and the fountainhead 4l
mankind of enlightenment and beneficial knowledgi.one
observes the matter justly it will be found thdttae laws of
politics are contained in these few and holy words:
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As it is written \—

"Believing in God and the Last Day, and commendirat
is right and forbidding what is wrong, and hastgniorward in
goodness; these are the righteous pedpte.”

Likewise he says: "Verily, God ordaineth justicedan

kindness and giving to your kindred and forbiddgth sin, vice
and rebellion. He adviseth you that ye may underst***

And regarding moral civilization he says: "Turnftwgiving
and command what is good and shun the ignorant."

Again he says: "Who expend their possessions intghand
the easing of troubles, who suppress their angdr fargive
men; and God loveth the virtuous®

And again he says: "It is no virtue if you turn ydaces
towards the East or the West, but virtue is in hiho believeth

in God, in the Last Day, the angels, the Baak the Prophets;

and giveth money for God's love unto his kindredd dhe
orphans, and the needy, and travelers, and beggadsfor the
release of captives, debtors and slaves; and wiseresth
prayer and giveth the legal alms; as well as thvase perform
their covenant when they have covenanted; and wdtave
patiently in hardships and adversity and in timésiolence;
these are they who speak the truth and these ayewtho fear
God and seek his sheltéf”

Again he says: "And they that prefer them over thelnes,
even though there be poverty amongst them; and I is
saved from his own covetousness; these are thewhershall
prosper.#?®

Reflect, that these few blessed verses containntiermost
essence of real civilization and the highest idafathe most
excellent human character.

"For verily there is no God but He."
important advantages of civilization are also atdéle through
the teachings of the Prophets of God.

What thing of value to mankind has ever existedictvinas
not been written in the divine holy Books, eitheredtly or
symbolically?

In like mannthe less17o.
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“And they enjoin what is just, and forbid what isjust, and
speed on in good works. These are of the righteGtisAnd
again: “that there may be among you a people whiteito the

good, and enjoin the just, and forbid the wrondnege are they QJ)@ gl ey AR Sl 5) ula i
with whom it shall be well®° And further: “Verily, God )
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But alas! when arms are in the hands of cowardsetis no171.

safety either for life or property. On the comgrathey give
power and authority into the hands of the thiaf.like manner
when inefficient priests hold the reins of govergnthey
become even as thick veils to screen the splerfdetigion.

At the bottom of religion is sincerity; to be maeplicit, the 172.

religious man must be free from all personal haaed should
exert himself for the good of the community. Oddy the
agency of true religion is it possible for men tose their eyes
to their own personal advantages and to sacrifie@r town
personal benefit for the general well-being. Fself-love is
inherent in the disposition of man, and it is ingibke for him
to neglect his own casual temporal advantages sihiedias the
hope of a great proportionate reward in the nextdvo

But he who has assurance in God and is a believéiisi
Word, as he has a promise and assurance of urliveveard in
the next world, deems all worldly gains as nothic@npared to
the well-being and glory that await him accordinghts deserts
hereafter. He therefore sets aside his own conafiodt selfish
interests and, seeking the sight of God, freelyotiss himself,
heart and soul, to the common good, "and he iobttese who
forsaketh himself to endeavor to please God."

Secret of Divine Civilization
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hands, no man’s life and property are safe, anevési only
grow the stronger. When, in the same way, a famfperfect
priesthood acquire control of affairs, they comevddike a
massive curtain between the people and the lighadh.
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individual must disregard his personal desires ardk in

and it is impossible for a human being to turn adidm his
own selfish advantages and sacrifice his own goodhfe good

of the community except through true religiousHaitFor self- 2
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whatever way he can wholeheartedly to serve théinterest; s )
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that, without any hope of a substantial rewardstauld neglect
his own present material good. That individualwbeer, who
puts his faith in God and believes in the word§&Sofi—because
he is promised and certain of a plentiful rewardhi@ next life,
and because worldly benefits as compared to tldrgpjoy and
glory of future planes of existence are nothindnito—will for
the sake of God abandon his own peace and profitveif
freely consecrate his heart and soul to the comguod. “A
man, too, there is who selleth his very self outledire to please
God.™%®
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

Some persons think that the natural righteousnfesgn is a173.

hindrance to his committing evil acts, and is ataling guide

towards his ideal and practical perfecting—thabisay, that he
who is endowed with natural wisdom, a zealous digjom, and
self-control, is not tempted to bring trouble ors Hellow-

creatures and is most anxious to do what is rigithout any

consideration of the severe punishments assigneddeds of
wickedness, and the great rewards for good deeds.

In reply—a careful study of general history, fioftall makes
it manifest and demonstrates, that a natural sefsaght
proceeds from the graces of the teachings of Gedphets
We likewise notice in the case of young childrdvatt if they
are deprived of the instruction of a teacher, igessof cruelty
and perversity become manifest in them, and theiows habits
gradually increase; clearly, therefore, the develept of a
natural righteousness is also the result of tegchin

Secondly, in answer to those who imagine that aatur

wisdom and an inherent sense of right is a hindraonovrong-
doing and that it therefore also leads to the perémce of good
works, it is plain and obvious that such persomlslige the great
Elixir which never can be discovered. For suchypolthesis
cannot be established by mere words; verily actsraeded
Now, in what concern of life can the community betected
and guarded simply by good intentions, without piaats?

Besides this, he who is endowed with natural miysaifi he 174.

truly becomes an incarnation of the fear of Godelsuhe will
be the more steadfast and persevering in the haesaf his
good works.

Secret of Divine Civilization

There are some who imagine that an innate senbarén
dignity will prevent man from committing evil actie and

@M;‘UMJ
Olasil anda (el 4S 00 LSl s 083 adamy

r 4G yina SYLS Jailia 5 4y Jlee ) lSG) wile

insure his spiritual and material perfection. Tigtthat an Lo
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resolve, and a driving zeal, will, without any colesation for
the severe punishments consequent on evil acfey the great
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rewards of righteousness, instinctively refrainniranflicting ) yal 3l 65 40 & Jladl cdandae Glgia a0 s Jlac)

harm on his fellow men and will hunger and thistdb good.
And vyet, if we ponder the lessons of history itlviecome
evident that this very sense of honor and digrstitself one of
the bounties deriving from the instructions of thphets of
God. We also observe in infants the signs of agpe and
lawlessness, and that if a child is deprived ofeacher’'s
instructions his undesirable qualities increasenfane moment
to the next. It is therefore clear that the emecgeof this
natural sense of human dignity and honor is theultresf

education. Secondly, even if we grant for the sakehe

argument that instinctive intelligence and an ienamoral
guality would prevent wrongdoing, it is obvious ttivadividuals

so characterized are as rare as the philosophenge.s An
assumption of this sort cannot be validated by neseds, it
must be supported by the facts. Let us see whatepdn

creation impels the masses toward righteous aimislaeds!

Aside from this, if that rare individual who doeseeplify
such a faculty should also become an embodimetiiteofear of
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In brief, every benefit to mankind is obtained b fgraces ofi7s.

the divine Religion, because it leads the trulygiels souls to
sincere purposes, high ambitions, spotless chaatitd/ honor,
kindliness and mercy, fidelity to promise, freedofrights and
liberality; justice to all classes and conditiorigreen, manliness,
generosity, courage, resolute endeavor and striginthe good
of all the servants of God. Furthermore, it indutiee various
pleasing customs of humanity which are the brigimidée of
civilization.

If a man is not endowed with these amiable qualitsirely
he has not yet tasted a drop of the water of teardtuphrates,
from which flow the rivers of the maxims of the hdivine
Books, and he has not breathed any breath of tlyeairoof the
divine earth. For nothing in existence can be agished only
by words. There is a rule and sign for every stain life, and
every class has its mark or symbol.

To sum up, our meaning in this exposition is thaisi176.

manifest and proved that the divine religions ahd sacred

Secret of Divine Civilization

Universal benefits derive from the grace of the imav
religions, for they lead their true followers tm@grity of intent,
to high purpose, to purity and spotless honor, umpassing
kindness and compassion, to the keeping of thewemants
when they have covenanted, to concern for thegighothers,
to liberality, to justice in every aspect of life humanity and
philanthropy, to valor and to unflagging effortstire service of
mankind. It is religion, to sum up, which produakshuman
virtues, and it is these virtues which are the Hirigandles of
civilization. If a man is not characterized by sheexcellent

qualities, it is certain that he has never attaitteso much as a

drop out of the fathomless river of the watersifaf that flows
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breath of the fragrant breezes that blow from thedgns of
God; for nothing on earth can be demonstrated hylsvalone,
and every level of existence is known by its signd symbols,
and every degree in man’s development has itsifgierg mark.

The purpose of these statements is to make it amiiyd
clear that the Divine religions, the holy precepkt® heavenly

Laws of God and the heavenly teachings are thet grea teachings, are the unassailable basis of humanirtess) and

foundation of human well-being. There is no otbelvation

and real freedom for all the peoples of the worltheut this

greatest and best kind of remedy. But on the tmmdihat it

should be administered by a sincere physician; df, rthe

medicines of immediate cure which the Lord hattatae for the
healing of the diseases and infirmities of mankimaly fall into

the hands of an unskillful doctor, so that heafid aure cannot
be attained; on the contrary, they shall be theseai death to
the poor, and a sorrow to the hearts of those wlgawerless
to interfere.

that the peoples of the world can hope for no reéef or

deliverance without this one great remedy. Thisagaa must,
however, be administered by a wise and skilled iokgrs, for in

the hands of an incompetent all the cures that.drd of men

has ever created to heal men’s ills could producéealth, and
would on the contrary only destroy the helpless bmdien the
hearts of the already afflicted.
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For example, we have been commanded by the Sotirttee a77.
divine wisdom and the Manifestation of the Univérsa

Prophethood, that, for the encouragement and siioal in
learning the sciences and acquiring arts and tradesshould
visit even the farthermost regions of Chiffa! But our
unskillful physicians forbid it, and make it mattdrdispute, and
try to prove that "Whoso likens himself to one bk tother
nations, he is one of them"; whilst they have rwnselves
understood the meaning of the said resemblance,dandot
know yet that the divine sacred Laws impel and arege the
whole nation to the studying of the principles olventive
improvements and the learning of sciences andfeota the
other nations. Anyone who contradicts this shaldbeprived of
the Salsabil of Knowledge; and is wandering in tesert of
ignorance after the mirage of selfish hatred.

Now, consider fairly, which of these new improvenseare 178.

contrary to the precepts of God, either in intemt@r in act”
Well, there is this blessed verse which says, "Camahthem to

consult among themselveS® And words of the same meaning
were spokeh® to the Dawning-place of Knowledge and

Fountain-head of perfectidfi’ with all his universal virtues
both ideal and formal, He says, "Consult with themthis
matter." When we take this into account how cdreitaid that

consultation™ would be repugnant to the rules of the sacred

law? The proofs of reason also make the suprewensaes of
consultation evident and manifest.

Secret of Divine Civilization
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Or again, is it contrary to the divine Laws that thfliction 179.

of capital punishment should be dependent on ditigequiries,
the verification of the law courts' legal proofadahe command
of the sovereign? Were all the acts of capital igunent
carried out in the times of ancient governmentpadiag to the

precepts of thQurar? It has, for instance, been handed down

by tradition that the Governor of Gulpaigan, in thme of the
prime ministry of Hadji Mirza Agase@’ without cross-
examination, and without permission of anyone, mrdehirteen
humble persons, the chiefs of the villages of Ggkra who
were of the stock of descendants of the Pure'®med had
committed no crime, to be beheaded within one Hnuran
extreme act of injustice.

At one time the inhabitants of Persia numbered difr
millions. Some of this number were annihilatedcivil wars,
but more of them were destroyed through the absehpeoper
political government, and by the tyranny of theilers; and now
after this long lapse of time, there is not onthfiéf the people
left. For the governors, of their own authoritgized upon
many innocent persons who displeased them and thent up
with the fire of wrath. Or if a man was provedo® a murderer
he would stir up people against the laws for hisqeal objects
and no one had power to make resistance, for tiilergor was
not one to be looked to in matters of justice. @ayone affirm
that such a state of things was according to jestnd
judgment, and in agreement with the commandmentshef
religion of God?

Secret of Divine Civilization
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Or, can it be said that the principles of the divieligion are1so.
opposed to the giving of encouragement and stimomdor the
study of useful sciences and the spreading of géeeucation,
a knowledge of the practical advantages of nafpindbsophy,
the extension of the domain of handicrafts anditicecase of
the materials of commerce and national wealth? af@r the
disposition of the military forces in the citieiet planning of
suburbs and villages, the repairing of roads afdbbs and the
construction of railways in order to facilitate tmeeans of
transport and the traveling of the inhabitants aantry—are
these opposed and repugnant to the Threshold ¢yJrOr are
the discovering of abandoned mines which are a gaace of
wealth to a state and nation, and the founding ofkes and
factories, which are a means of well-being, peand,riches for
a whole nation, the encouragement of the origigath new
handicrafts, and the advancement of the progressoaofe
trade—are these adverse to the commandments dfottae of
Creation?
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Verily, verily, 1 wonder how the veil of darknesashbeenisi.

cast over men's eyes that they cannot perceiveutieof things
so obvious!

When such irrefragable evidences and proofs areghto
forward, there is no doubt that objectors will sefd them, out
of the deep hatred of their hearts, that on thegdhat Day
when our lives are in the hands of God, inquirieb mot be
made about the sciences or education or complatzation of
a man, but pious deeds will be required. Firslbfilet us say in
rejoinder that no questions will be raised as tacation and
civilization. Will they not, in the Day of greaudgment at the
Court of God, ask: "O Leaders and Chiefs of thisagmation,
why were you the cause that they should have ddedefiom
the zenith of their ancient glory, and are oustsanf their
position at the center of civilization, althoughw&s in your
power to become the means of advancing the satwedaf the
nation? It is plain enough, and easy to see tloat lyave
neglected this duty, yea, that you have diministied ancient
renown of the people. Were this people not intikaven of
prosperity like the shining stars? Why have yoerbthe cause
of their having fallen into such black darkness@u\ywho were
able to light the lamp of the glory of the peopiedbth worlds—
why did you not do so with all your soul? When thminous
Lamp ‘of the Graces of God was lighted, you did not €heit
from the winds of differences, by the globe of yoesolution;
why did you rise to extinguish it with all your pev®"

"The record of every man we have attached to hik aad 182.

on the day of the resurrection, we will producerto him in a
book which we shall find opert®
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By the All-Glorious! | am astonished to find wteateil has
fallen across their eyes, and how it blinds theraneto such
obvious necessities as these. And there is notdebbtever
that when conclusive arguments and proofs of tlig are
advanced, they will answer, out of a thousand hidgfstes and
prejudices: “On the Day of Judgment, when men staafdre
their Lord, they will not be questioned as to thelucation and
the degree of their culture—rather will they be rak#ed as to
their good deeds.” Let us grant this and assuraerttan will

not be asked as to his culture and education; everon that . AiiStal Catide ¢ Cajlra ) Il Liales aSGT Y7) | 2y e
great Day of Reckoning, will not the leaders belechlto

}aS ablaiiad 024 oyl gad ja S| yda ]
account? Will it not be said to them: “O chiefsddeaders LS C . ‘5€J /UJ:'J' J B P VUJ ==
Why did ye cause this mighty nation to fall fronetheights of )} 48 3ad e | a1 1S 5 Gl gl 8 5 5 Ly
its former glory, to pass from its place at therhaad center of <, i34 - Y Woe 230 ead ¢ T deandd |
the civilized world? Ye were well able to take tha)f such - e :JL@A . 25502 ) 5 }u d)u i ftﬁ
measures as would lead to the high honor of thiplee This =3 e Rt INPTR LRIV PREUN UPENPR TR gRTCH Y

ye failed to do, and ye even went on to depriventled the d@-u 45 52 gall U Crl gl cale cddag Q_U‘-_ s 45
common benefits enjoyed by all. Did not this peophce shine .. T ol e e e . .
out like stars in an auspicious heaven? How havelared to #35° O WL aidls b G apdle 2168 ) le asdy Gl
quench their light in darkness! Ye could havethié lamp of pa% el 43 Sa § i3 g0 4l ) anil () sa Calas slaws o
temporal and eternal glory for them; why did yé faistrive for ) .
this with all your hearts? And when by God's grac#laming
Light flared up, why did ye fail to shelter it ing glass of your
valor, from the winds that beat against it? Why g rise up in
all your might to put it out?”

z) el pxie 3 A Lo © 20l Laas Cualls () jaas
O 4591 L Tl S glan | s wa g ile gyl e
) sl s edala o2l Gh ) ol Dl g (S5 gl e
RO LS Ciga A ) e gl Jada Callda L) )

¢ 23 50 ol ) (slakal

Al o gy al 2 ja0 gadic 85 yilaolia T gl S )
()sdie olaly LIS
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on the Day of Resurrection will We bring it forth him a book
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Secondly, we demand, what highest deeds in thedvweorld 183.

be greater than working in the public interests&n @ny higher
career be imagined than this, that a man shouldtddvimself

to the cause of the education, progress, glorypmodperity of

the servants of God? No, in God's hame! It isgreatest of
pious deeds that the blessed souls should takedfdhdem that
are powerless by the hands, and deliver them figmorance,
degradation and poverty, and, filled with sinceueppse for the
sake of God, should gird up the loins of their aiohiin the

service of all people, forgetting their own worldlglvantage and
striving for the common good. As it is written, rié\ prefer

others over thyself, even though there be povergrayst them;
the best of men are those who do good to themviel] and the
worst are those who do harm to them."”

Gracious God! What an extraordinary and wondeHfiulg it 184.

is, that nobody, when he listens to these wordspqny ponders
and perceives what the particular speaker mearid®gaying,
and what personal hatred and self-interest he rasg hidden
behind the veil of words! For example, you willtite one man
who, because of his own paltry interests, may becan
hindrance to the prosperity of the majority, andtfa fulfilling
of his desires will destroy and will let the fieldad plantations
of a great multitude of people be parched up. Hdep to
maintain his mastery, he may continually lead teepte into
ignorant, superstitious ways, which are the ruirthef bases of
civilization.

Notwithstanding that this man may commit acts tikese whichiss.

are abhorred in the Threshold of the Almighty, &ated by all
the Prophets and saints of God, if he sees a pafsana meal
washing his hands with soap, the inventor of whighs
Abdullah Bonay, a Muhammadan, although that hunmbémn
has not yet touched his hem and beard with his $)ayet he
raises up his voice and cries that the principltheflaw is being
set at naught! And that customs of the countrfeth® infidels
have been introduced! He never sees that his atgnaae evil,
but he reckons the cause of cleanliness to be agieer and
wickedness!

Secret of Divine Civilization diaa sdlluy
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all the Prophets and Holy Ones, if he sees a perbonhas just
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

O people of Persia!l Open your eyes and unclose gars, 186.
imitating the people ofinva

and free yourselves from
imagination, for it is the especial path towardslyfcand
ignorance.

Discover for yourselves the reality of things, astdve to
assimilate the methods by which the means of bfewell-
being, of noble-mindedness and glory are attaimadng the
nations and people of the world.

The Breezes of the true Spring are blowing; beefioee 187.

adorned with buds and flowers like the trees of fiell and
garden! The Spring Showers are pouring down, eetbre
verdant and flourish, like the Garden of Paradi$ée Morning
Star hath dawned! Enter ye into the Right Pathie Bea of
Glory is rising; run ye therefore to the Shore afvAncement
Pure, excellent Water is flowing freely; do notrirgay in the
thirsty barren desert! Exalt your ambition on higimd make
your purposes excelling! How long will ye endure dloth?
How long in negligence? You can find nothing togagned by
idleness, except despair in this world and the,rext you can
gain nothing except degradation and subjectionnidulging in
ignorance and superstition, and listening to thedwoof the
thoughtless. The divine Graces are your succor tmed
heavenly Assistance your privilege; why should yot rejoice
with all your soul and strive with your body?
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O People of Persial Open your eyes! Pay heedleaRe i,la% j‘ P o j\-} \).&; P AiLxg 5 \J LA O‘)—‘\ Jdal ) .

yourselves from this blind following of the bigothjs senseless

imitation which is the principal reason why men falvay into
paths of ignorance and degradation. See the tate af things
Rise up; seize hold of such means as will bring ifeuand
happiness and greatness and glory among all thensadf the
world.

The winds of the true springtide are passing ower, adorn
yourselves with blossoms like trees in the scergadden.
Spring clouds are streaming; then turn you fresth aerdant

like the sweet eternal fields. The dawn star isisf, set your
feet on the true path. The sea of might is swgllivasten to the
shores of high resolve and fortune. The pure wetdife is <

welling up, why wear away your days in a desethoft? Aim
high, choose noble ends; how long this lethargyy leng this
negligence! Despair, both here and hereaftetl yoa will gain
from self-indulgence; abomination and misery ateyau will
harvest from fanaticism, from believing the fooligind the
mindless. The confirmations of God are supporiog, the

5 cllin 5 a8 5 Bl alae ) i 4S Ak gia (o sd
00 5 (3 el Qi 480 (e Gl Gl (ol
Che 56l R 5 Cabau g s Jil gy Ci AR5

b S alle Cailgh g dle g asa

548 Sl i g el e ) e (B ) il
(e D))

e A& pdin gy e Oldad )3 ke il 5L S

3 agiise Slise 5o 2 50 aAlaa co Jlin | Msdaja

iyl 5 JUB) bS5z ge j0 e a2

2Ll 03 e 5y (SE eaaly 3 (iga )3 4dile s Gana

DV 2l el g Ja s ) T Blie
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all your heart, and strive with all your soul!
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

One of the matters which needs complete and funadi@ness.

improvement with us, is the method of learning I3cés and the
system of studying literature and the arts, sinceelason of the
lack of method and of system, the way of learniagmuch
disordered and difficult. The generalizations bé tsciences
have been very extensively discussed in such a enathat
teachers might waste long years of their wits aweslupon
them, though they are matters of sheer imaginatiod, do not
result in any practical effect. It is weakeningd@bble merely
in words and thoughts.

If you reflect on the subject without bias, it wikcome clear
and manifest that such studies, after they have bencluded,
avail nothing, but are sheer theorizing, involvihg pursuit of

useless, fanciful ideas, and the resulting unmble
discussions.
There is no doubt that to engage in such kindsedrizing,

intellectual inquiries and unpractical reasonimgsuch flights of
verbal imagination, is the cause of much wasteirok tand
futility of life. It acts as an obstacle to a mand hinders him
from studying those sciences and arts which ard neessary
and useful to his fellow-creatures. The first thito be
pondered in every art before studying it, is towrnehat benefit
comes from that art, and what fruit and result lcambtained.

If a universal profit acrues to the majority of rkam, from
useful sciences surely a man should exert himedfudy them
with his whole soul. If the sole result of hisdyus to consist in
useless reasonings, following after the imaginatioh others,
and becoming a centre of quarrel and dispute, buthich no
one can derive any advantage—what is the sensg& wfhy
should a man spend his life in empty discussionsagdment?
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Among those matters which require thorough revisioal
reform is the method of studying the various brasclof
knowledge and the organization of the academiciactium.
From lack of organization, education has becomé&dzgrd and
confused. Trifling subjects which should not dafl elaboration
receive undue attention, to such an extent thatestis, over
long periods of time, waste their minds and theiergies on
material that is pure supposition, in no way susbkgpof proof,
such study consisting in going deep into statemamtsconcepts
which careful examination would establish as nareunlikely,
but rather as unalloyed superstition, and representhe
investigation of useless conceits and the chasirabsurdities
There can be no doubt that to concern oneself witbh
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illusions, to examine into and lengthily debate rsudle  Jlpi3) 4< o ) Al 5. Caul 53 sen 5'::»&‘5-35

propositions, is nothing but a waste of time amdaaring of the
days of one’s life. Not only this, but it also peats the
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individual from undertaking the study of those @&l sciences i, o )\ U CJ\-*-“-.’\ 4S8 el J\_AQ\ a3l QG}\ A |

of which society stands in dire need. The indigidahould,
prior to engaging in the study of any subject, hiskself what
its uses are and what fruit and result will defieen it. If it is a
useful branch of knowledge, that is, if society Iwgain
important benefits from it, then he should certaipursue it

ol 4y i 4l zling La ) ol ) 48 538 5 jlae

DA S8 o 3ol gl dleise oy a5 ¢ giaa
Aa 5 Cusd e dn 1 ol 2058 4S alei Al Jpeans
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debates and in a vain concatenation of imaginingsléad to no
result except acrimony, why devote one’s life talswseless
hairsplittings and disputes.
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

As this subject needs treatment at length andoagstarray 189.

of argument, in order that this position may bevpwb and
demonstrated that some of those sciences, whicytod one
holds in regard, are or have been of extreme etwed|, whilst
likewise it is evident the nation has no need tlgtsome of the
sciences which are not the useful kind, thereforéhe second
volume of this book they will be mentioned in dkt

Meanwhile | hope by the reading of this first vokitinere may
result widespread effects in the views of the ganeublic;

because | have been led to write this by a singeoel purpose
in the name of God. Although people who can digtish

between sincere thoughts and false words are asasr'red
sulphur,” the hopes of this writer are in the iiténgrace of the
Lord of Unity.

Let us now return to our principal subject. Thare personsi9o.

who think that such advances in culture must b@adiced one
after another and should be carried out patientig slowly.
What is their object in saying so? If their ideasuggesting
delay is due to the requirements and necessity isflom in
government, it is very acceptable and true, becaestinly
important affairs cannot be accomplished in hagés, hurry
itself becomes the cause of less speed and languor.
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their thought is timely and appropriate. It is taer that

momentous undertakings cannot be brought to a sskde
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

The growth of the world of politics is like untoettgrowth of 191.

human beings, who primarily spring from the sebdntdevelop
gradually to the stages of coagulated blood andabieis in the
womb, after which come the bones and the fleshlving a
living being which at last grows up to be the fingoduction of
the whole creation. Such as these are the negdsginnings
of created life and are founded on the Universadaim.

In like manner also the evolution of politics canrme
developed at once from the depth of inefficiency aeakness
to the zenith of fithess and perfection; yea, ihécessary that
the perfect soul should study and assimilate dayraght those
methods which would advance the cause of progmessider
that the nation and the state may, day by day, iyesment by
moment, advance and grow in all directions.

When three things are realized on earth by thendifavor, 192.

the earth will be endowed with new life, with meadess
refinement and beauty; the first is the blowingtloé Spring
Winds. Secondly, the overflowing mercy of the Shosvof
Nissan (April). Thirdly, the heat of the brightrtsuWhen these
three gifts are granted by the Infinite Divine Bouthen, by
God's permission, the faded trees and brancheslugha
becoming green and flourishing, will be ornamentdtth every
sort of bud, blossom and fruit. In like mannerentihe sincere
purposes and the justice of the sovereign, the ladye and
perfect political efficiency of the ministers ofatt and the
ambition and enthusiasm of the people are all zedliat the
same time, then indeed, the millennium of progeess human
perfection, the consummation of the glory and trasperity of
state and nation will be accomplished.
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means which will conduce to progress, until theegoment an il sl
the people develop along every line from day to dagt even R
from moment to moment.

When, through the Divine bestowals, three thingseap on
earth, this world of dust will come alive, and staforth
wondrously adorned and full of grace. These argt, fithe
fruitful winds of spring; second, the welling plgnof spring
clouds; and third, the heat of the bright sun. Whaut of the
endless bounty of God, these three have been vaigthghen
slowly, by His leave, dry trees and branches ttestf and green
again, and array themselves with many kinds ofddos and
fruits. It is the same when the pure intentiond ere justice of
the ruler, the wisdom and consummate skill andestaft of the
governing authorities, and the determination andtinted - s -
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

But if, by delay, is meant that in every generatamly a 193.

small proportion of the required social advancesukh be
introduced, it is nothing but the old slothfulnesd
purposelessness over again, and in such a casssuid can be
the outcome except the repetition of futile disauss. If haste
is harmful, purposelessness and slowness are arduind
thousand times more so. Yea, the middle procedutige best
and worthy of praise. Thus, it has been said, ¥Da lie
between good and bad," which points to the linbtatbf excess
and superfluity. Also, "Do not chain your hand ioyeur neck,
and do not stretch it straight out, but act betweentW®@ways."

The most important of all the matters in questiang that194.

with which it is most specially necessary to dd&atively, is

the promotion of education. And no freedom or g@bn could

be imagined in the case of any nation which hadonogressed
in this greatest and most important point; justttees greatest
cause of degradation and decadency of every neaitmgotry

and ignorance.

As the majority of the people have now no knowledfthe
ancient happenings, and they know yet less abauis fenat
concern mankind in general and the necessary igatisins of
the present age,

it is therefore needful that useful treatises anodkis should be19s.

written, explaining with convincing proofs whatevexr most
requisite for the Persian nation and what wouldlikely to

conduce to the prosperity and advancement of huymeargs in
general. And those treatises and books shouldribee@ and
distributed all over the kingdom, so that at lethet eyes and
ears of the distinguished individuals of the natioay be
opened, and they may make endeavors towards prognibigir

sacred glory.

The dissemination of high thoughts is the motivevg@oin
the arteries of this transitory world; yea, it fetsoul of all
peoples. Thoughts are infinite as the sea, andwidnes and
manners of life are like embankments and dykesnagahe
waves; and not until the sea moves do the wavesigsand cast
on shore the pearls of wisdom.
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If, however, by delay and postponement they mees, tiat
in each generation only one minute section of theessary : . z . . a .
reforms should be attended to, this is nothinglétitargy and G Ol 228 ol Alallal o)l ) (Ao g el

inertia, and no results would be forthcoming fromncls a Q:,\ BY) Gl LS 9 qu)
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these follow a middle way-*

The primary, the most urgent requirement is thenation of
education. It is inconceivable that any nationuthaachieve
prosperity and success unless this paramountfuhdgamental
concern is carried forward. The principal reasamtiie decline
and fall of peoples is ignorance. Today the mddhe people
are uninformed even as to ordinary affairs, how Imless do
they grasp the core of the important problems amichptex
needs of the time.
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

"O Brother, thou art wholly in essence thought;
What is the rest of thee but bones and sinews?"

The thoughts of the people should be turned to sdeater 197.

thing is today worthy and deserving of attentiolnd this

196.
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Thou, Brother, art thy thought alone,
The rest is only thew and bofg.
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of this day, and this is impossible except throdigh use of

cannot be done except by means of the most carefuladequate arguments and the adducing of clear, ebmapsive

explanations of things, combined with the cleanesiof of
statements. For the poor people are ignorantefatbrld, and
though no doubt they seek and desire to arrivecaperity and
well-being, they are blinded by the veils of ignmea and
remain powerless.

Bear in mind, what a terrible cause of degradatod of 198.

contempt amongst nations is the lack of educatidobay, the

greatest of all the nations and tribes of the wosdd far as

population goes, is the Chinese, who number ae littVer

400,000,000 souls. That state ought therefore tmbst exalted
above all states, and that nation the most renovafeall the

nations of the world. But the reverse is now thseg because of
China'’s deficiency in the sciences and in educatiomoral and

material civilization; so that she is the weakesd amost

impotent of all the weak nations and states. Nahynyears

ago, a handful of English soldiers did battle wiigwr, and so
completely was China defeated that her capital,irRekas

conquered by them. Now supposing the people amg sif

China were to climb to the level of the highestréegof modern
education and were equipped with the arts of aailon, all the

states on earth might assault her without succasd, their

armies would return to their native countries defdaand

powerless.

and conclusive proofs. For the helpless masses kabhing of
the world, and while there is no doubt that thegksand long
for their own happiness, yet ignorance like a heeey shuts
them away from it.

Observe to what a degree the lack of educationwakken
and degrade a people. Today [1875] from the stindmf
population the greatest nation in the world is @hwhich has
something over four hundred million inhabitants. n @his
account, its government should be the most diskéiga on
earth, its people the most acclaimed. And yethendontrary,
because of its lack of education in cultural andtemal
civilization, it is the feeblest and the most held of all weak
nations. Not long ago, a small contingent of Bsfgknd French
troops went to war with China and defeated thatntrguso
decisively that they took over its capital Pekingdad the
Chinese government and people been abreast ofdireneed

zoal g o el g AS Gl W a5 Saa (l 5 3 g

sEmamgalle 3 Jal G jlanaSdaa L85 08 s

O g dal g calllafy asa Calas 4S Gy (5) 4gad
4l Gala g dils Jea Glaa

5l Caely 4lia 4an (o jlee Ul 48 2l 8 adaadl
Al dea O O sl () (s

alle de G i) sedie (iile 5 J s G i) 81w (il 50 4S

e 5 () HAaT B laa ade dgan Sl Jla 5 220

LAl 5 Sl ) Ll Slue () U o4l
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civilization, then if all the nations on earth hadrched against

them the attack would still have failed, and thaakers would
have returned defeated whence they had come.
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

Stranger than this is the story of the Japanesgdkim, 199.

which was originally subject to China and under phhetection
of the Chinese Government. A few years ago Japaned her
eyes, and studied the methods of progress andzaiwin of the
present day. She encouraged the development dfcikaces
and common handicrafts, and strove with all her groand
capacity to improve her position, until she atteacto herself
the attention of the whole of humanity, and altHouiger
population is only about one-sixth, yea, one-temththat of
China, the power of her Government has reached aygitch
that, in recent times, she waged war against thireGh and at
last compelled them to come to terms with Japan.
Let it be closely considered, accordingly, that hbot

governments and peoples owe their glory and wetigpend
freedom to education and civilization.

Hence it is necessary that many schools shouldobeed in all200.

the cities of Persia, even in the villages and bkrmains, in

order that everyone may in every possible way lme@aged to
see that the children be taught reading and writihgecessary,
make this even compulsory, for, until the veins &emtdons of
the nation stir with life, will any study and admpt of

improvements be of any avail; because the natibkasinto the
body, zeal and resolution are like unto the soal,tisat the
soulless body cannot move. Now this mighty capacit

enthusiasm is most highly evidenced in the dispsiof the

Persians, its motive power is to be the extensfahesphere of
education.

But there are men who believe that it is not nexngsand 201.

desirable to acquire from other nations these ipies of
civilization and of progress towards the acme ofmhn
prosperity in worldly matters, in the laws, in tlspread of
knowledge, in the various social betterments andeptngs;
and that, on the contrary, it is more fitting amldiaable that the
government and nation of Persia, after having stlidand
examined deeply into the subjects involved, shadldnselves
originate the measures that shall lead to success.

Secret of Divine Civilization

Stranger even than this episode is the fact that
government of Japan was in the beginning subjeantbunder
the protection of China, and that now for some gedapan has
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opened its eyes and adopted the techniques of mpotary 3L u;,; 5 i aS Cual Jlas dia 3 g (s Qe Sa Culaa

progress and civilization, promoting sciences amtustries of
use to the public, and striving to the utmost @itipower and
competence until public opinion was focused onrmafo This

government has currently advanced to such a pdiat, t
although its population is only one-sixth, or ere-tenth, that
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China has finally been forced to come to terms. sedie
carefully how education and the arts of civilizatioring honor,
prosperity, independence and freedom to a goverhamah its
people.
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It is, furthermore, a vital necessity to establisthools
throughout Persia, even in the smallest countrynsowand
villages, and to encourage the people in everyilplessay to
have their children learn to read and write. Ifcemsary,
education should even be made compulsory. Urgilrterves
and arteries of the nation stir into life, everyasare that is
attempted will prove vain; for the people are ashibhman body,
and determination and the will to struggle arehesdoul, and a.

soulless body does not move. This dynamic powprdsent to R

a superlative degree in the very nature of thei&egseople, and
the spread of education will release it.

As to that element who believe that it is neithecessary nor
appropriate to borrow the principles of civilizatio the
fundamentals of progress toward high levels ofadtappiness
in the material world, the laws which effect thagbureforms,
the methods which extend the scope of culture—hatit is far
more suitable that Persia and the Persians retieet the
situation and then create their own techniquesajness.
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

Certainly, if it were possible to gather togethse tigorous202.

intellects and the far-seeing talents of the masnhent men in
the country, as well as the perseverance and eagmusf the
most intelligent and competent persons, who hawsviedge of
the great laws governing political affairs; andwfth united
endeavor and steadfastness they were to considediaouss
both the highest general principles and the smalletgils; then
perhaps, as the result of fruitful and righteoughdeation, there
might be a general improvement in some of the natio
concerns. But the counsellors would, in most mstg, be
obliged to learn from other countries, becauseijnduseveral
centuries, millions of people lived and died beftire elements
of modern progress came into existence.

Supposing, however, we close our eyes to this fact
supposing we wish to attain to a similar degreprofress; what
would happen?

Firstly, many generations would pass away beforecadd
obtain what we desire. Consider for example, thabther
kingdoms experiments were made for a long time reefteam-
power was discovered; and through it many thingse Haeen
made easy which were difficult or beyond the absitof man.
How many centuries would be required if, the usestgfam
having been abandoned, it were attempted to firadha&n force
similar to it. So that it is better there shoule o delay in
making use of this power, whilst endeavors may ioaatly be
made meanwhile to find a possibly greater one.

In like manner, take the case of the other artenses,
handicrafts, and political institutions of provedvantage, which
are the outcome of centuries of experiment and wiysneral
benefit and utility have been demonstrated and fasted in the
fame and greatness of states and the comfort araheeiment
of nations. Is it right that you shall abandonntheithout any
reason and seek other methods of progress? Uil sew
methods come into existence and their substantifity uis
evidenced and proved, many years must pass, any livas
come to and end. "Yet we are in the turning ofsghme lane.”

Secret of Divine Civilization

It is certain that if the vigorous intelligence asuperior skill
of the nation’s great, and the energy and resofvth® most

eminent men at the imperial court, and the detezthefforts of -

those who have knowledge and capacity, and arewsedked in
the great laws of political life, should all be doimed, and all
should exert every effort and examine and reflear aevery
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likelihood that because of the effective plans theyld evolve,
some situations would be thoroughly reformed. & thajority
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because, throughout the many-centuried past, hdad
thousands of persons have devoted their entire ligeputting
these things to the test until they were able tngoabout these
substantial developments. If all that is to beoignl and an
effort is made to re-create those agencies in surapuntry and
in our own way, and thus effect the hoped-for adeament,
many generations would pass by and still the gaallevnot be
reached. Observe for instance that in other cmmtthey

persevered over a long period until finally thegadivered the 2

power of steam and by means of it were enabledyetsi

perform the heavy tasks which were once beyond huma

strength. How many centuries it would take if wergv to
abandon the use of this power and instead straryenerve to
invent a substitute. It is therefore preferabl&dep on with the
use of steam and at the same time continuouslyami@e into
the possibility of there being a far greater foasmilable. One
should regard the other technological advancegnees, arts
and political formulae of proven usefulness in saee light—
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been put to the test and whose many uses and adesnhave
demonstrably resulted in the glory and greatnesseo$tate, and
the well-being and progress of the people. Shalllthese be
abandoned, for no valid reason, and other methbdsfam be

attempted, by the time such reforms might evenfuatd their

advantages might be put to proof, many years wgalty, and

many lives. Meanwhile, “we are still at the fitstnd in the
road.™*?
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

The superiority in the civilization of posterity @v their 203.

ancestors is conditioned by this, that they takeerothe
accumulated knowledge of their predecessors atmifah their
footsteps in those discoveries which have beeedeast former
times by the touchstone of experience and by thatdrenefits
of which have been proved. Besides which, theyntsdves
make other discoveries and add them to the stardutare
generations. So it is clear that, whilst postetitiges over the
knowledge and follows the example of its ancestibrs,special
discoveries of the former are unknown to the latbert this is
conditioned by the fact that the posterity mustabpeople of

progress and perfecting, because there have beany ma

descendants who have not possessed a single dtiop ioffinite
ocean of their forefathers' sciences.

Let us reflect a moment. We assume that a pesplseated204.

on earth by the divine Power. Surely, now, whitgty are here,
those souls need many things for their renown, inggp,
comfort and peace. Is it easier for them to aegsuch things
from the other existing creatures, or is it easatirely to
originate whatever they may require for human haggs out of
their own heads, spreading the
numberless ages?

If it be said that the laws and principles and basfgrogress20s.

towards the highest degrees of civilization, which current in
other countries, do not suit the Persians, andttieefore it is
necessary that the rulers of the kingdom shouldestn Persia
itself to inaugurate the reforms which are suitabde the
conditions of the country; let me ask these objacto explain
wherein lies the harmfulness of the reforms in §oe8

items of progressr ov
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The superiority of the present in relation to thestpconsists
in this, that the present can take over and adoptraodel many
things which have been tried and tested and thet genefits of
which have been demonstrated in the past, andttbah make D EU P ERAS u_,\_, u:,\wjgg 43\}5 5 oduu ) 4oyl ‘_SAA_,
its own new discoveries and by these augment itsabée o e il b e oanla Wl e 3l
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Reflect a little: let us suppose that, through gusver of
God, certain individuals are placed on earth; thalseously
stand in need of many things, to provide for theiman dignity,
their happiness and ease. Now is it more pradedab them to
acquire these things from their contemporariesshamuld they,
in each successive generation, borrow nothing, ibstead
independently create one or another of the instnuaties
which are necessary to human existence?
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Mysterious Forces of Civilization

Will the condition of the Persians be injured bye thos.
reconstruction of the kingdom, the repairing of tieads, the
possession of the means of strengthening the vegagkening
the poor, adopting methods of progress for the wipdople,
and the increase fo the public wealth; the widendigthe
domain of education, the regulation of governmtrd,freedom
of rights, the safety of life and property, of honand
reputation? The harm resulting from other methisdsanifest
and obvious in every kingdom, and not confined twy a
particular place:

and all such imaginings come from want of wisdond ari 207.
knowledge and poverty of thought. Yea, most oséhwho are
opposed and bitter against these agreements, dimgceathuth
their selfishness behind the veils of futile womsd openly
making speeches which have no connection whateiienviat
lurks in their hearts; such persons disturb thedshiof the weak.

O people of Persia! Purify and sanctify your heanthich is 20s.

a divine trust, from the pollution of self-concatjorning them
with the crown of sincerity and harmony, in ordeaittthe sacred
glory and eternal majesty of so resplendent a natiay dawn
and be revealed in the Orient of Prosperity. Ad will soon
come to these few days of earthly life which asappearing as
the shadow! Make every effort and strive to obtéim
yourselves the favor and help of the Lord of Unigg as to
leave behind you a name of goodness and a talavotdble
mention in the hearts and on the tongues of yoocessors; as
it is written, "And create for me a truthful tongire the Last
Days."
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Blessed is a man who forgets his own good selféstelike 209.

the Beloved Ones of the Threshold of God, and thrtive ball

of resolution on to the race ground of the commaterest!
Thus by the divine Bounty and heavenly Assistariee,will
cause this glorious nation again to attain the theoii its former
Grandeur, and these desolate regions to becomeshefl by
New Life! So that, as the Nature-renewing Sprimg will give

to the trees of Human Souls the holy blessings mifit8al
Leaves, Flowers and Fruits!
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