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Short Obligatory Prayer

1 bear witness, O my God, that Thou hast created
me to know Thee and to worship Thee. [ testify, ac
this moment, to my powerlessness and to Thy might.
to my poverty and to Thy wealth.

There is none other God but Thee, the Help in
Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

Short obligatory prayer, to be recited
once in twenty-four hours, at noon.
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Whoso wisheth to pray, let him wash
kis hands, and while ke washeth, let
him say:

Strengthen my hand, O my God, that it may take
hold of Thy Book with such steadfastness that the
hosts of the world shall have no power over it. Guard |
i it, then, from meddling with whatsoever doth not be-

USSR long unto it. Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the #izy
; & Most Powerful. !l Y

i 28 e o 2

And while washing his face, let him
say:

I have turned my face unto Thee, O my Lord!
Illumine it with che light of Thy countenance. Pro-
tect it, then, from turning to anyone but Thee.
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Obligatory Prayer

Then let him stand up, and facing the
I Qiblih (Point of Adoration, i.e., Bahji,
‘Akki), let him say:

God testifieth that there is none other God but
Him. His are the kingdoms of Revelation and of cre-
ation. He, in truth, hath manifested Him Who is the
Day-Spring of Revelation, Who conversed on Sinai,
through Whom the Supreme Horizon hath been made
to shine, and the Lote-Tree beyond which there is
no passing hath spoken, and through Whom the call
hath been proclaimed unto all who are in heaven and
on earth: “Lo, the All-Possessing is come. Earth and
heaven, glory and dominion are God’s, the Lord of
all men, and the Possessor of the Throne on high and
of earth below!”

Let him, then, bend down, with hands
resting on the knees, and say:

Exalted art Thou above my praise and the praise
of anyone beside me, above my description and the
description of all who are in heaven and all who are

on earth!
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Then, standing with open hands, palms
upward toward the face, let him say:

Disappoint not, O my God, him that hath, with
besceching fingers, clung to the hem of Thy mercy
and Thy grace, O Thou Who of those who show
mercy art the Most Merciful!

Let him, then, be seated and say:

I bear witness to Thy unity and Thy oneness, and
that Thou art God, and that there is none other God
beside Thee. Thou hast, verily, revealed Thy Cause,
fulfilled Thy Covenant, and opened wide the door
of Thy grace to all that dwell in heaven and on earth.
Blessing and peace, salutation and glory, rest upon
Thy loved ones, whom the changes and chances of
the world have not deterred from turning unto Thee,
and who have given their all, in the hope of obtaining
that which is with Thee. Thou art, in truth, the
Ever-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

(If anyone choose to recite instead of
the long verse these words: “God testi-
fieth that there is none other God but
Him, the Help in Peril, the Self-Sub-
sisting,” it would be sufficient. And
likewise, it would suffice were he, while
seated, to choose to recite these words:
“I bear witness to Thy unity and Thy
oneness, and that Thou art God, and
that there is none other God beside

Thee.”)

Medium obligatory prayer, to be re-
cited daily, in the morning, at noon,
and in the evening.

A T A T e S A T e T

N ; &)«Wﬁo@} Datite=
& 7 M % m 3l




ol
el

D0 D0 cEN=C

AL AL

h| e ety B NI Al Y e i O el
| f"-‘-‘"‘)J‘CJ""J“"‘):""‘J ;-E"“t .;,-SJL.«:J‘, Oeasd) u-“,rj"-‘-'

-~

: djigfu

A
X

Ve n ‘ﬁ"’ ‘./’q/n"'/‘
Lh‘.: d..!\...‘/‘\__‘.‘-J\S_‘E»b,;LMY‘a_J/\L_.

etfiooctorc
ek

metfinectiinecifioe

R TR R A Rty X (T ALY
@L»éf-\_—ﬂ/ ‘)LU—" > C—'-/U""""" /u.LnJ
-

sz y Jlas s I)le all epiill e i

.o

7 S 2 oan g /)AF’/ ;n// 21 N7 g ’/1/ \ A
s 1) NG 1 7 / 2
A0 )

: e e e O e T
S e s s
T AL D <Sito~atita-ata-atisor ctito-ciitnwalitownatits *‘G\(\ o 3o

o




Ty

etiiDoctiine

’\‘Ane%)m

s o

L

Py

.

Whoso wisheth to recite this prayer, let
him stand up and turn unto God, and,
as he standeth in his place, let him gaze
to the right and to the left, as if await-
ing the mercy of his Lord, the Most
Merciful, the Compassionate. Then
let him say:

O Thou Who art the Lord of all names and the
Maler of the heavens! I besecch Thee by them Whe
are the Day-Springs of Thine invisible Essence, the
Most Exalted, the All-Glorious, to make of my
prayer a fire that will burn away the veils which have
shut me out from Thy beauty, and a light that will
lead me unto the ocean of Thy Presence.

Let him then raise his hands in sup-

plication toward God—blessed and ex-
alted be He—and say:

O Thou the Desire of the world and the Beloved

of the nations! Thou seest me turning toward Thee,
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and rid of all attachment to anyone save Thee, and
clinging to Thy cord, through whose movement the
whole creation hath been stirred up. I am Thy serv-
ant, O my Lord, and the son of Thy servant. Behold
me standing ready to do Thy will and Thy desire, and
wishing naught else except Thy good pleasure. I im-
plore Thee by the Ocean of Thy mercy and the Day-
Star of Thy grace to do with Thy servant as Thou
willest and pleasest. By Thy might which is far above
all mention and praise! Whatsoever is revealed by
Thee is the desire of my heart and the beloved of
my soul. O God, my God! Look not upon my hopes
and my doings, nay rather look upon Thy will that
hath encompassed the heavens and the earth. By Thy
Most Great Name, O Thou Lord of all nations! [
have desired only what Thou didst desire, and love
only what Thou dost love.

Let him then kneel, and bowing his
forehead to the ground, let him say:

Exalted art Thou above the description of anyone

save Thyself, and the comprehension of aught else
except Thee.
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Let him then stand and say:

Make my prayer, O my Lord, a fountain of living
waters whereby I may live as long as Thy sovereignty
endureth, and may make mention of Thee in every

world of Thy worlds.

Let him again raise his hands in sup-
plication, and say:

O Thou in separation from Whom hearts and souls
have melted, and by the fire of Whose love the whole
world hath been set aflame! I implore Thee by Thy
Name through which Thou hast subdued the whole
creation, not to withhold from me that which is with
Thee, O Thou Who rulest over all men! Thou seest,
O my Lord, this stranger hastening to his most ex-
alted home beneath the canopy of Thy majesty and
within the precincts of Thy mercy; and this trans-
gressor seeking the ocean of Thy forgiveness; and
this lowly one the court of Thy glory; and this poor
creature the orient of Thy wealth. Thine is the au-
thority to command whatsoever Thou willest. I bear
witness that Thou art to be praised in Thy doings,
and to be obeyed in Thy behests, and to remain un-
constrained in Thy bidding.
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Let him then raise his hands, and re- z ]
peat three times the Greatest Name. '
Let him then bend down with hands !
resting on the knees before God— T
blessed and exalted be He—and say:

¥
Thou seest, O my God, how my spirit hath been = %
stirred up within my limbs and members, in its long- ] l
ing to worship Thee, and in its yearning to remember
Thee and extol Thee; how it testifieth to that where-
unto the Tongue of Thy Commandment hath testi-
fied in the kingdom of Thine utterance and the
heaven of Thy knowledge. I love, in this state, O my
Lord, to beg of Thee all that is with Thee, that I
may demonstrate my poverty, and magnify Thy
bounty and Thy riches, and may declare my power-
lessness, and manifest Thy power and Thy might.

| oo ey |
)/
:9?.‘ ..sf"

==

.___.,‘__._
MR

-
et
]

T

-

Let him then stand and raise his hands
twice in supplication, and say:

There is no God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-
Bountiful. There is no God but Thee, the Ordainer,
both in the beginning and in the end. O God, my
God! Thy forgiveness hath emboldened me, and
Thy mercy hath strengthened me, and Thy call hath
awakened me, and Thy grace hath raised me up and
led me unto Thee. Who, otherwise, am I that I should
dare to stand at the gate of the city of Thy nearness,
or set my face toward the lights that are shining
from the heaven of Thy will? Thou seest, O my Lord,
this wretched creature knocking at the door of Thy
grace, and this evanescent soul seeking the river of

Y
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everlasting life from the hands of Thy bounty. Thine
is the command at all times, O Thou Who art the
Lord of all names; and mine is resignation and willing
submission to Thy will, O Creator of the heavens!

Let him then raise his hands thrice, and
say:

Greater is God than every great one!

‘Let him then kneel and, bowing his
forehead to the ground, say:

Too high art Thou for the praise of those who are
nigh unto Thee to ascend unto the heaven of Thy
nearness, or for the birds of the hearts of them who
are devoted to Thee to attain to the door of Thy gate.
I testify that Thou hast been sanctified above all
attributes and holy above all names. No God is there
but Thee, the Most Exalted, the All-Glorious.

Let him then seat himself and say:

I testify unto that whereunto have testified all
created things, and the Concourse on high, and the
inmates of the all-highest Paradise, and beyond them
the Tongue of Grandeur itself from the all-glorious
Horizon, that Thou art God, that there is no God
but Thee, and that He Who hath been manifested is
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the Hidden Mystery, the Treasured Symbol, through
Whom the letters B and E (Be) have been joined and
knit together. I testify that it is He Whose name
hath been set down by the Pen of the Most High, and
Who hath been mentioned in the Books of God, the
Lord of the Throne on high and of earth below.

Let him then stand erect and say:

O Lord of all being and Possessor of all things
visible and invisible! Thou dost perceive my tears and
the sighs I utter, and hearest my groaning, and my
wailing, and the lamentation of my heart. By Thy
might! My trespasses have kept me back from draw-
ing nigh unto Thee; and my sins have held me far
from the court of Thy holiness. Thy love, O my Lord, -
hath enriched me, and separation from Thee hath
destroyed me, and remoteness from Thee hath con-
sumed me. I entreat Thee by Thy footsteps in this
wilderness, and by the words “Here am 1. Here am I’
which Thy chosen Ones have uttered in this im-
mensity, and by the breaths of Thy Revelation, and
the gentle winds of the Dawn of Thy Manifestation,
to ordain that I may gaze on Thy beauty and observe
whatsoever is in Thy Book.
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Let him then repeat the Greatest Name
thrice, and bend down with hands
resting on the knees, and say:

Praise be to Thee, O my God, that Thou hast
aided me to remember Thee and to praise Thee, and
hast made known unto me Him Who is the Day-
Spring of Thy signs, and hast caused me to bow down
before Thy Lordship, and humble myself before Thy
Godhead, and to acknowledge that which hath been
uttered by the Tongue of Thy grandeur.

Let him then rise and say:
O God, my God! My back is bowed by the burden

of my sins, and my heedlessness hath destroyed me.
Whenever I ponder my evil doings and Thy benevo-
lence, my heart melteth within me, and my blood
boileth in my veins. By Thy Becauty, O Thou the
Desire of the world! I blush to lift up my face to
Thee, and my longing hands are ashamed to stretch
forth toward the heaven of Thy bounty. Thou seest,
O my God, how my tears prevent me from remem-
bering Thee and from extolling Thy virtucs, O Thou
the Lord of the Throne on high and of earth below!
I implore Thee by the signs of Thy Kingdom and the
mysteries of Thy Dominion to do with Thy loved
ones as becometh Thy bounty, O Lord of all being,
and is worthy of Thy grace, O King of the seen and
the unseen!
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Let him then repeat the Greatest Name
thrice, and kneel with his forehead to
the ground, and say:

Praise be unto Thee, O our God, that Thou hast
sent down unto us that which draweth us nigh unto
Thee, and supplieth us with every good thing sent
down by Thee in Thy Books and Thy Scriptures.
Protect us, we beseech Thee, O my Lord, from the
hosts of idle fancies and vain imaginations. Thou, in
truth, art the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

Let him then raise his head, and seat
himself, and say:

I testify, O my God, to that whereunto Thy
chosen Ones have testified, and acknowledge that
which the inmates of the all-highest Paradise and
those who have circled round Thy mighty Throne
have acknowledged. The kingdoms of earth and
heaven are Thine, O Lord of the worlds! ’

Long obligatory prayer, to be recited
once in twenty-four hours.
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I peseecn Thee, O my God, by Thy mighty
Sign, and by the revclation of Thy grace
amongst men, to cast me not away from the gate
of the city of Thy presenee, and to disappoint
not the hopes 1 have set on the manilestations
of Thy grace amidst Thy creatures. Theu seest
me. O my God, holding 10 Thy Name, the
Most Holy, the Most Luminous, the Most
Mighty, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious and clinging to the hem of the
robe to which have clung all in this world and
in the world to come.

I bescech Thee, O my God, by Thy most
sweet Voice and bv Thy most exalted Word, to
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draw me ever ncarer to the threshold of “Thy
door, and to suffer me not to be far removed
from the shadow of Thy mercy and the canopy
of Thy bounty. Thou seest me, O my God,
holding to Thy Name, the Most Holy, the Most -
Luminous, the Most Mighty, the Most Great,
the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious, and cling-
ing to the hem of the robe to which have clung
all in this world and in the world to come.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by the splendor
of Thy luminous brow and the brightness of the
light of Thy countenance, which shineth from
the all-highest horizon, to attract me by the fra-
grance of Thy raiment, and make me drink of
the choice wine of Thine utterance. Thou seest
me, O my God, holding to Thy Name, the
Most Holv, the Most Luminous, the Most

~Mighty, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the

Most Glorious, and clinging to the hem of the
robe to which have clung all in this world and
in the world to come.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy hair
which moveth across Thy face, even as Thy
most exalted pen moveth across the pages of
Thy Tablets, shedding the musk of hidden
meanings over the kingdom of Thy creation, so
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to raise me up to serve Thy Causc that T shall
not fall back, nor be hindered by the suggestions
of them who have caviled ar Thy signs and
turned awav from Thy face. Thou seest me, O
my God, holding to Thy Name, the Most Holy,
. the Most Luminous, the Most Mighty, the Most
)| Great, the Most Exalted, the Nlost Glorious,
! and clinging to the hem of the robe to which
have clung all in this world and in the world
to come.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy Name
which Thou hast made the King of Names, by
which all who are in heaven amf all who are on
earth have been enraptured, to enable me to
gaze on the Day-Star of Thy Beauty, and to
supply me with the wince of Thine utterance.
Thou secst me, O my God, holding to Thy
Name, the Most Holv, the Most Luminous, the
Most Mighty, the Most Great. the Most Ex-
alted, the Most Glorious, and clinging to the
hem of the robe to which have clang all in this
world and in the world w come.

I bescech Thee, O my God, by the Taber-

nacle of Thy majusty upon the lofticst summits,

and the Canopy of Thy Revelation on the hizh-
est hills. to graciously aid me to do what Lhy
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will hath desired and Thy purpose hath mani-
fested. Thou seest me, O my God, holding to
Thy Name, the Most Holy, the Most Lumi-
nous, the Most Mighty, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious, and clinging
to the hem of the robe to which have clung all
in this world and in the world to come.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy Beauty
that shineth {orth above the horizon of eternity,
a Beauty before which as soon as it revealeth
itself the kingdom of beauty boweth down in
worship, magnifving it in ringing tones, to grant
that 1 may die to all that I possess and live to
whatsocver belongeth unto Thee. Thou seest
me, O my God, helding to Thy Name, the
Most Holy, the Most Luminous, the Most
Mighty. the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious, and clinging to the hem of the
robe to which have clung all in this world and
in the world to come. . '

I beseech Thee, O my God. by the Manifes-
tation of Thy Name, the Well Beloved, through
Whom the hearts of Thy lovers were consumed
and the souls of all that dwell on earth have
soared aloft, to aid me to remember Thee
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amongst Thy' creatures, and to extol Thee
amidst Thy people. Thou seest me, O my God,
holding to Thy Name. the Most Holy, the Most
Luminous, the Most Mighty, the Most Grear,
the Most Exalted, the Nost Gloricus, and cling-
ing to the hem of the robe to which have clung
all in this world and in the world to come.
I beseech Thee, O my God, by the rustling of
the Divine Lote-Trec and the murmur of the
breezes of Thine utterance in the kingdom of
Thy names, to remove me far from whatsoever
Thy will abhorreth; and draw me nigh unto the
station wherein Fle Who is the Day-Spring of
Thy signs hath shone forth. Thou seest me. O
my God, holding to Thy Name, the Most Holy,
the Most Luminous, the Most Mighty, the
Most Great, the Most Exalted, the Most Glori-
ous, and clinging to the hem of the robe to
which have clung all in this world and in the
-world to come. :
I heseech Thee, O my Gad, by that Letter
which, as soon as it proceeded out of the mouth
ol Thy will. hath caused the oceans to surge.
and the winds to blow, and the fruits to be re-
vealed, and the trees to spring forth, and all past
traces to vanish, and all veils to be rent asunder,
and them who are devoted to Thee to hasten
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unto the light of the countenance of their Lord,
the Unconstrained, to make known unto me
what lav hid in the treasuries of Thy knowledge
and concealed within the repositories of Thy
wisdom. Thou secst me, O my God, holding to
Thy Name, the Most Holy, the Most Lumi-
nous. the Most Mighty, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious, and clinging
to the hem of the robe to which have clung all
in this world and in the world to come.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by the fire of
Thy Love which drove sleep from the eyves of
Thy chosen ones and Thy loved ones, and by
their remembrance and praise of Thee at the
hour of dawn, to number me with such as have
attained unto that which Thou hast sent down
in Thy Book and manifested through Thy will.
Thou scest me, O my God. holding to Thy
Name. the Most Flolv, the Most Luminous, the
Most Mighty, the Most Great, the Most Ex-
alted, the Must Glorious, and clinging to the
hem of the robe to which have clung all in this
world and in the world tocome.

1 bescech Thee, O my God. by the light of
Thy countenance which impelled them who are
nigh unto Thee to meet the darts of Thy decree,
and such as are devoted to Thee to face the
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swords of Thine enemies in Thy path, to write
down for me with Thy most exalted Pen what
Thou hast written down for Thy trusted ones
and Thy chosen ones. Thou scest me, O my
God, holding to Thy Name, the Most Holy, the
Most Luminous, the Most Mighty, the Most
Great, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious,
and clinging to the hem of the robe to which
have clung all in this world and in the world
to come.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy Name
through which Thou hast hearkened unto the
call of Thy lovers, and the sighs of them that
long for Thee, and the crv of them that enjoy
near access to Thee, and the groaning of them
that are devoted to Thee, and through which
Thou hast fulfilled the wishes of them that have
set their hopes on Thee, and hast granted them
their desires, through Thy grace and Thy favors,
and by Thy Name through which the ocean ol
forgiveness surged before Thy face. and the
clouds of Thy generosity rained upon Thy scrv-
ants, to write down for every one who hath
turned unto Thee, and observed the fast pre-
scribed by Thee, the recomprnse decreed for
such as speak not except by Thy leave, and who
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forsook all that they possessed in Thy path and
for love of Theec.

I Beseech Thee, O my Lord, by Thyself, and
by Thy signs, and Thy clear tokens, and the
shining light of the Day-Star of Thy Beauty,
and Thy Branches, to cancel the trespasses of
those who have held fast to Thy laws, and have
observed what Thou hast prescribed unto them
in Thy Book. Thou seest me, O my God, hold-
ing to Thy Name, the Most Holy, the Most
Luminous, the Most Mighty, the Most Great,
the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious, and cling-
ing to the hem of the 1obe to which have clung
all in this world and in the world to come.
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Trese are, O'my God, the davs whercon Thou
didst enjoin Thy servants to observe the fast.
With it Thou didst adorn the preamble of the
Book of Thy Laws revealed unto Thy creatures,
and didst deck forth the Repositorics of Thy
commandments in the sight of all who are in
Thy heaven and all who are on Thy earth.
Thou hast endowed every hour of these days
with a special virtue, inscrutable to all except
Thee, Whose knowledge embraceth all created
things. Thou hast, also, assigned unto every soul
a portion of this virtue in accordance with the
Tablet of Thy decree and the Scriptures of
Thine irrevocable judgment. Every leaf of these
Books and Scriptures Thou hast, moreover, al-
lotted to each one of the peoples and kindreds of
the earth.

For Thine ardent lovers Thou hast, according
to Thy decree, reserved, at cach daybreak, the
cup of Thy remembrance, O Thou Who art the
Ruler of rulers! These are they who have been
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so inebriated with the wine of Thy manifold
wisdom that they forsake their couches in their
longing to celebrate Thy praise and extol Thy
virtues, and flce from sleep in their eagerness to
approach Thy presence and partake of Thy
bounty. Their eves have, at all times, been bent
upon the Day-Spring of Thy loving-kindness,
and their faces set towards' the Fountain-Head
of Thine inspiration. Rain down, then, upon us
and upon them from the clouds of Thy inercy

what bescemeth the heaven of Thy bounteous-
ness and grace.

Lauded be Thy name, O my God! This is
the hour when Thou hast unlocked the doors of
Thy bounty before the faces of Thy creatures,
and opened wide the portals of Thy tender
mercy unto all the dwellers of Thine earth. I
beseech Thee, by all them whose blood was
shed in Thy path, who, in their vearning over
Thee, rid themselves from all attachinent to anv
of Thy creatures, and who were so carried away
by the sweet savors of Thine inspiration that
every single member of their bodies intoned
Thy praise and vibrated to Thy remembrance.
not to withhold from us the things Thou hast
irrevocably ordained in this Revelation—a Reve-
lation the potency of which hath caused every
tree to cry out what the Burning Bush had
aforetime proclaimed unto Moses, Who con-
versed with Thee, a Revelation that hath en-
abled every least pebble to resound again with
Thy praise, as the stones glorified Thee in the
days of Muhammad, Thy Friend.
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These are the oncs, O mv God, whom Thou
hast graciously enabled to have felloavship with
Thee and to commune with Fim \Who is the
Revealer of Thysell. The winds of Thy will

have scattered them abroad until Thou didst

‘gather them together bencath Thy shadow, and

didst cause them to enter into the precincts of
Thy court. Now that Thou hast made them to
abide under the shade of the canopy of Thy
mercy, do Thou assist them to attain what must
befit so august a station. Suffer them not, O my
Lord, to be numbered with them who, though
enjoving near access to Thee, have been kept
back from recognizing Thy face, and who,
though meeting with Thec, are deprived of Thy
presence.

These are Thy servants, O my Lord. who
have entered with Thee in this, the Most Geeat
Prison, who have kept the fast within its walls
according to what Thou hadst commanded
them in the Tablets of Thy decree and the
Books of Thy behest. Send down. thercfore,
upon them what will thoroughly purge them of
all Thou abhorrest, that they may be wholly de-
voted to Thee, and mav detach themsclves
entirely from all except Thuself.

Rain down. then, vpon us. O my God. that
which bescemeth Thy grace and befitteth Thy
bounty. Enable us, then, O my Gad. 1o live in
remembrance of Thee and to die in love of
Thee. and supply us with the gift of Thy pres-
ence in Thy worlds herealter—worlds which are
inscrutable to all except Thee. Thou art our
Lord and the Lord of all worlds. and the God of

all that are in heaven and all that are on carth.
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Thou beholdest, O my God, what hath be-
fallen Thy dear ones in Thy days. Thy glory
beareth me witness! The voice of the lumenta-
tion of Thy chosen ones hath been lifted up
throughout Thy realin. Some were ensnared by
the infidels in Thy land, and were hindered by
them [rom having near access to Thee and from
attaining the court. of Thy glory. Others were
able to approach Thee, but were kept back from
beholding Thy face. Still others were permitted,
in their eagerness to look upon Thee, to enter
the precincts of Thy court, but they allowed the
veils of the imaginations of Thy creatures and
the wrongs inflicted by the oppressors among
Thy pcop%e to come in between them and Thee.

This is the hour, O my Lord, which Thou
hast caused to excel every other hour, and hast
related it to the choicest among Thy creatures.
I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thv Self and by
them, to ordain in the course of this vear what
shall exalt Thy loved ones. Do Thou, morcover,
decree within this year what will enable the
Day-Star of Thy power to shine brightly above
the horizon of Thy glory, and to illuminate by
Thy sovereign might, the wholc world.

Render Thy Cause victorious, O my Lord,
and abasc Thou Thine enemies. Write down,
then, for us the good of this lifc and of the life
to come. Thou art the Truth, \Who knoweth the
secret things. No God is there but Thee, the
Ever-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
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Grory 8E to Thee, O Lord iny God! Thesc are
the duys whereon Thou hast bidden all men to
observe the fast, that through it they may purify
their souls and rid themselves of all attachment
to any one but Thee, and that out of their
hearts may ascend that which will be worthy of
the court of ‘Thy majesty and mav well bescem
the seat of the revelation of Thy oneness. Grant,
O my Lord, that this fast may become a river of
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life-giving waters, and may vield the virtue B
wherewith Thou hast endowed it. Cleanse Thou

by its means the hearts of Thy servants whom ; 1
the evils of the world have failed to hinder from

turning towards Thine all-glorious Name, and l
who have remained unmoved by the noise and '
tumult of such as have repudiated Thy most re- }
splendent signs which have accompanicd the
advent of Thy Manifestation Whom Thou hast |
invested with Thy sovereignty, Thy power, Thy s
majesty and glory. These are the servants who,
as soon as Thy call reached them, hastened in |
the direction of Thy mercy and were not kept L
back from Thee by the changes and chances of _ '
this world or by any human limitations.

I am he, O mv God, who testifieth to Thy
unity, who acknowledgeth Thy oneness, who
boweth humbly before the revelations of Thy
majesty, and who recognizeth with downcast
countenance the splendors of the light of Thy
transcendent glorv. I have believed in Thee
after Thou didst enable me to know Thy Scli,
Whom Thou hast revealed to men's eyes through
the power of Thy sovereignty and might. Unto
Him I have turncd, wholly detached from all
things. and cleaving steadfastly unto the cord of 16
Thy gifts and favors. 1 have embraced His
truth, and the truth of all the wondrous laws
and precepts that have been sent down unto 16
Him. I have fasted for love of Thee and in pur- \
suance of Thine injunction, and have broken

-
o
——
485"y o0

o

PR,
T
-

53

| Dot

Wi

et iompuued
- Ea'

4

P
a %
25 w3448

l
)

EHEIY

e,
J—
~

1

+

T
{2\

O
K
. .
2
L%

— ]

ATVA oo

vl

\

S



54
of

2EN 2 AE @R
o ‘ SES3S GO D et ectito »EliDeCElDeatizDeadics m D LW 2]
A ey —a .

d.' et ™
a2 .
/‘\v{gqug— A AR e ) oy § pa e | Uy o | pri—— | Jre P <
SR S IOt T RO A SOl Ot RO GRS S
2L 5
m— . Q

) ;. S
N = =
aliiles R
IS - " 78 at /1 THEANOa .:&’!:
y ,l i - ’ :/ ‘ '. 7 A - N . Pl
: 1{3;'[ C)Lﬁ"”@ AR e ‘l;’;f IR
h i'*:l v 7 v ! 9. ~ r_-H'JJ ,
QIR ~2ZL7 /7 Va9 i
8 el s Ao/ LN N0, o N Dl
% L i o AN N It arYe

A N
! 27 7 7,V Al 7 s oas A, s 7 V7
mﬂ A AN 0 p A AT e/ 0
U B ’-‘-J ‘:’. * —-;’" - ‘ h‘L_:L.S
h “ml /7 7 7 o u—.*" C Yk s s -
- /ol oy wP s [ "/ 1 ‘
FBR v 72 L U e T g B A g !
0ok alzt g U d._;.L_ﬁl ,7;’/4; el Lide, e.‘_/_,.a.; '
Q[ ¥a
£, a0 o ‘o t®
FaEL 2 /0 '_//4/)/_“/9,/ YOO WL AP
! igﬁ,} as.a3 5 —Sert Ot e sanzsly d}._':'-b/ PUECIFS -1 B ,'
& Jrrl 1 e !
¥ ek / YNNI YR APy ‘
rl ’ L] ‘. 'y -w ‘ - S - . /, /-/./ﬂ / / “/
o :E‘:: ot "')7"';‘)" LJ‘-L “—’J"“J‘J ‘—“f‘.“’.“ s el;:s.kl.J
[/ 1
1 s
3 # g her, L PR AR g I 1o sne?
" lfﬂﬂ (J—-;-‘AJ‘:/-'-!)‘)—-’/Y‘ {_,-1’ S35, L, U“f"l,‘ L .L:&h-“
\) szi ’ f 24 /| s o
yad 7 . a’7 8/ ] l/ﬂ// 7,70
" s} = oo - ) e na ¥ W Ve n .
B U5 g L LS RS S
§ :‘;ﬂ: 20l 0l 5 8 llsrs I T ’ 1A/
o H O\ Ire > A5 \ 51, ety
gk peld) Gy S L2 V) ala bl
1eyi 7/ i 2 "
" -ﬁ— 7 . A7 A/ Cas s s 0 A
3 e e
) ” Ve
L)
e IR x
kbl i 7ls ’../! 1 s40) 20000 37 whee 4 4
\Y/ 7’ :
3 *l L7 s.747 VN 7 Ay ]
' - -/ wien 7 2 2 P4 .
B GLOAT o llsl gl e
e \ ! |




4 ”"/nﬁ@ .
o = X -~ v o ). (]
g,_;_ 1 Pl "" S DeCl DeElR Do iD=l »EiDwaf D ZQ 1o 7? d
Nl S~ > - P Vo L ! . i | pr i 4 19
S =€ 4 7 e Yo s o~ ' —mwlen e T‘“—S‘. '_?_—"T" £ ~a
S o T o e Dt e s
' TSRO ')
“%@” ,;-HI
N ' ~?- QAR L0 e
' ) \Y, \/‘r
#l
b L | ¥ 03
=5 my fast with Thy praisc on my tongue and in 1{’,‘,!
! [ conformity with Thy pleasure. Suffer me not, O '_l\/]‘
l

my Lord, to be reckoned among them who have
fasted in the dayrime, who in the night-season
have prostrated themselves before Thy face, and
who have repudiated Thy truth, disbelieved in
Thy signs, gainsaid Thy testimony, and per-
verted Thine utterances.

Open Thou, O my Lord, mine eyes and the
eves of all them that have sought Thee, that we
mav recognize Thee with Thine own eyes. This
is Thy bidding given us in the Book sent down
by Thee unto Him Whom Thou hast chosen by
Thy behest, Whom Thou hast singled out for
Thy favor above all Thy creatures, \Whom
Thou hast been pleased to invest with Thv sov-
ereignty, and Whom Thou hast spccially ta-
vored and entrusted with Thy Message unto
Thy people. Praised be Thou, therefore, O my
God, inasmuch as Thou hast graciously enabled
us to recognize Him and to acknowledge what-
socver hath been sent down unto Him, and con-
ferred upon us the honor of attaining the pres-
ence of the One Whom Thou didst promise in
Thy Book and in Thy Tablets.

Thou seest me then, O my God, with my
face turned toward Thee, cleaving stcadlastly |
to the cord of Thy gracious providence and gen- ‘
erosity, and clinging to the hem of Thy tender

mercies and bountiful favors. Destroy not, I im-
lore Thee, my hopes of attaining unto thas
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which Thou didst ordain for Thy servants who , G‘:
have turned towards the precincts of Thy court ; \E"‘ 3
and the sanctuary of Thy presence, and have ‘i“‘
observed the fast for love of Thee. 1 confess. O ,g‘: B
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my God, that whatcver proceedeth from me is
wholly unworthy of Thy sovereignty and fallcth
short of Thy majesty. And yet I beseech Thee
by Thy Name through which Thou hast re-
vealed Thy Self, in the glory of Thy most ex-
cellent - titles, ‘unto all created things, in this =
Revelation whereby Thou hast, through Thy l

ﬁﬁ'
=08

€

(S ]

—_——
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LTS A

most resplendent Name, manifested Thy beauty,
to give me to drink of the wine of Thy mercy
and of the pure beverage of Thy favor, which
have streamed forth from the right hand of Thy
will, that I may so fix my gaze upon Thee and
be so detached from all else but Thee, that the
world and all that hath been created therein
may appear before me as a fleeting day which
Thou hast not deigned to create.

I morcover entreat Thee, O my Ged, to main
down, from the heaven of Thy will and the
clouds of Thy mercy, that which will cleanse us
from the noisome savors of our transgressions, O

Thou Who hast called Thyself the God of

Mercy! Thou art, verily, the Most Powerful, the
All-Glorious, the Beneficent.

‘Cast not away, O my Lord, him that hath | "’
turmed toward Thee, nor suffer him who hath f il 8
drawn nigh unto Thee to be removed far from ! u?,! <8
Thy court. Dash not the hopes of the suppliant Y
who hath longingly stretched out his hands to

seek Thy grace and favors, and deprive not Thy =
~ sincere servants of the wonders of Thy tender
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Bountitul art Thou, O my Lord! Power hast
Thou to do what Thou pleasest. All else but
Thee are impotent before the revelations of Thy
might, are as lost in the face of the evidences of
Thy wealth, are as nothing when compared
with the manifestations of Thy transcendent
sovereignty, and are destitute of all strength
when [ace to face with the signs and tokens of
Thy power. What refuge is there beside Thee,
O my Lord, to which I can flce, and where is
there a haven to which I can hasten? Nay, the
power of Thy might beareth me witness! No
protector is there but Thee; no place to flee to

-except Thee, no refuge to seek save Thee. Cause

me to taste, O my Lord, the divine sweetness of
Thy remembrance and praise. 1 swear by Thy
might! Whosoever tasteth of its sweetness will

rid himself of all attachment to the world and

all that is therein, and will set his face towatd
Thee, cleansed from the remembrance of any
one except Thee.

Inspire then my soul, O my God, with Thy
wondrous remembrance, that I may glorify Thy
name. Number me not with them who read
Thy words and fail to find Thy hidden gift
which, as decreed by Thee, is contained therein,
and which quickeneth the souls of Thy crea-
tures and the hearts of Thy servants. Cause me,
O my Lord, to be reckoned among them who
have been so stitred up by the swect savers thar
have been wafted in Thy days that they have
laid down their lives for Thee and hastened to
the scene of their death in their longing to gaze
on Thy beauty and in their ycarning to attain
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Thy presence. And were any one to say unto )
them on their way, “Whither go ye?” they would
sav, “Unto God, the All-Possessing, the Help in
Peril, the Self-Subsisting!”

The transgressions committed by such as have
turned away from Thee and have borne them-
selves haughtily toward Thee have not availed

-

‘~_4
ERC RN

1) e

to hinder them from loving Thee, and from set- zbdl M

_ ting their faces toward Thee, and from tuming !: Bt
in the dircction of Thy mercy. These are they i/ l

-

who are blessed by the Concourse on high, who
are glorified by the denizens of the everlasting
Cities, and beyond them by those on whose
foreheads Thy most cxalted pen hath written:
“These! The people uf Baha. Through them
have been shed the splendors of the light of
guidance.” Thus hath it been ordained, at Thy
behest and by Thy will, in the Tablet of Thine
irrevocable decree.

Proclaim, therefore, O my God, their great-
ness and the greatness of those who while living
or after death have circled round them. Supply
them with that which Thou hast ordained for
the rightcous among Thy creatures. Potent art
Thou to do all things. There is no God but
Thee, the All-Powerful, the Help in Peril, the
Almighty, the Most Bountiful.

Do not bring our fasts to an end with this
fast. O my Lord, nor the covenants Thou hast
made with this covenant. Do Thou accept all
that we have done for love of Thee, and for the
sake of Thy pleasure, and all that we have left
undone as 2 result of our subjection to our cevil
and corrupt desircs. Enable us, then, to cleave
steadlastly to Thy love and Thy good-pleasure,
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and preserve us trom the mischiei ot such as
have denied Thee and repudiated Thy most re-
splendent signs. Thou art, in truth, the Lord of
this world and of the next. No God is there be-
side Thee, the Exalted, the Most High.
Magnify Thou, O Lord my God, Him Who
is the Primal Point. the Divine Mystery, the
Unseen Essence, the Day-Spring of Divinity,
and the Manifestation of Thy Lordship, through
Whom all the knowledge of the past and all the
knowledge of the future were made plain,
through Whom the pearls of Thy hidden wis-
dom were uncovered, and the mystery of Thy
treasured name disclosed, Whom Thou hast ap-
pointed as the Announcer of the One through
Whose name the letter B and the letter E have
been joined and united, through Whom Thy
majesty, Thy sovereignty and Thy might were
made known, through Whom Thy words have
been sent down, and Thy laws set forth with
clearness, and Thy signs spread abroad, and
Thy Word established, through Whom the
hearts of Thy chosen ones were laid bare, and
all that were in the hcavens and all that were on
the earth were gathered together, whom Thou
hast called ‘Ali-Nluhammad in the kingdom of
Thy names, and the Spirit of Spirits in the Tab-
lets of Thine irrevocable decree, Whom Thou
hast invested with Thine own title, unto Whose
name all other numcs have, at Thy bidding and
through the power of Thy might. been made to
return, and in Whom Thou hast caused all
Thine attributes and titles to attain their final
consummation. To Him also belong such names
as lay hid within Thy stainless tabernacles, in
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Thine invisible world and Thy sanctified cities.
Magnily Thou, moreover, such as have be- oy
lieved in Him and in His signs and have tumned | np ¥
toward Him, from among those that have ac-
knowledged Thy unity in His Latter Manifes-
tation—a Manifestation whereof He hath made !
mention in His Tablets, and in His Books, and
in His Scriptures, and in all the wondrous
verses and gem-like utterances that have de- e
scended upon Him. It is this same Manifesta- H[ )
tion Whose Covenant Thou hast bidden Him ;
establish ere He had established Blis own Cove- | &
nant. He it is Whose praise the Bayin hath
celebrated. In it His excellence hath been ex- ‘
tolled, and His truth established, and His sov- \
ereignty proclaimed, and His Cause perfected. L
Blessed is the man.that hath tumed unto Him, ‘
and fulfilled the things He hath commanded, O
Thou Who art the Lord of the worlds and the
Desire of all them that have known Thee! ;:L: ‘7

Praised be Thou, O my God, inasmuch as
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Thou hast aided us to recognize and love Iim. '&‘j'
A 0y 1, therefore, beseech Thee by Him and by e 0
ﬁ[ them Who are the Day-Springs of Thy Di- I &

vinity, and the Maniflestations of Thy Lordship,
and the Treasuries of Thy Revelation, and the
Depositories of Thine inspiration, to enable us B
to serve and obey Him, and to empower us to 16
become the helpers of His Cause and the dis-
rsers of His 35versaries. Powerful art Thou to
do all that pleaseth Thee. No God is there be-
side Thee, the Almighty. the All-Glorious, the
One Whose help is sought by all men!
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“These daily obliiatory prayers, together with a few other

ific ones, such as the Healing Prayer, the Tablet of
Ahmad, have been invested by Bahé’u’iléh with a special
potency and significance, and should therefore be accepted
as such and be recited by the believers with unquestioned
faith and confidence, that through them they may enter
into a much closer communion with God, and identify
themselves more fully with His laws and pts.”

v ~Shoghi Effendi

He 1s the King, the All-Knowing, the Wisel

Lo, the Nightingale of Paradise singeth upon
the nwigs of the Tree of Etemnity, with holy and
sweet. melodies, proclaiming to the sincere ones
the glad tidings of the nearness of God, calling
the believers in the Divine Unity to the court
of the Presence of the Generous One, informing
the severed ones of the message which hath
been revealed by God, the King, the Glorious,
the Peerless, guiding the lovers to the seat of
sanctity and to this resplendent Beauty.
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Verilv this is that Most Great Beauty, fore-
told in the Books of the Messengers, through
\Vhom truth shall be distinguished from error
and the wisdom of every command shall be
tested. Verily Fle is the Tree of Lifc that bring-
eth forth the fruits of God, the Exalted, the
Powerful, the Great. :

O Ahmad! Bear thou witness that verily He
is God and there is no God but Him. the King,
the Protector, the Incomparable, the Omnipe-
tert. And that the One Whom He hath sent
forth by the name of “Ali (i.c. His Holiness the
Bib) was the truc One from God, to Whose
commands we are all conforming.

Say: O people be obedient to the ordinances
of God. which have been enjoined in the Baydn
by the Glorious, the Wise One. Verily He is the
King of the Messengers and His Book is the
Mother Beok did ve but know.

Thus doth the Nightingale utter His call
unto vou from this prison. He hath but to de-
liver this cicar message. Whosoever desireth, let
him :urn aside irom this counsel and whosoever

desireth let him choose the path to his Lord.

O people. if ve deny these verses. by what

roof have ve believed in God? Produce it, O
assemblage of false ones.
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Nay, by the One in Whose hand is my soul,

~ they are not, and never <hall be able to do this,
even should they combine to assist one another.
O Ahmad! Forget not My bountics while I

am absent. Remember My days during thy davs,
and My distress and banishment in this remote
prison. And be thou so steadfast in My love that
thy heart shall not waver, even if the swords of
the enemics rain blows uron thee and all the

-z
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NS vaw o
T

heavens and the earth arisc against thee. 1500 &
Be thou as a flame of fire to My enemies and wﬂ[ ¥

a river of lile eternal to Ny loved ones, and be \D 2
not of those who doubt. ‘&m o
) ke

8
1]

And if thou art overtaken by affliction in My
path. or degradation for My sake, be not thou
troubled thereby.

Rely upon God, thy God and the Lord of thy
fathers. For the people are wandering in the
paths of delusion, bereft of discernment to see
God with their own eves, or hear lis Melody
with their own ecars. Thus have We found . LR E
them, as thou also dost witness. ' mﬁl )

Thus. have their superstitions become veils 1o
between them and their own hearts and kept ' -
them from the path of God, the Exalted, the N
Great. ' ’ 'q‘ﬂ
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Be thou assured in thyself that ‘verily, he who

turns away from this Beauty hath also turned
away from the Messengers of the past and show-
eth pride towards God from all eternity to all
eternity. ‘

Leam well this Tablet, O Ahmad. Chant it
during thy days and withhold not thyself there-
from. For verily, God hath ordained for the one
who chants it, the reward of a2 hundred martyrs
and a service in both worlds. These favors have
We bestowed upon thee as a bounty on Our
part and a mercy from Our presence, that thou
mayest be of :hose who are grateful.

By God! Should onc who is in affliction or

rief read this Tablet with “absolute sincerity,
%od will dispel his sadness, solve his difficulties
and remove Kfs afflictions.

Verily, He is the Mercitul, the Compassion-
ate. Praise be to God, the Lord of all the worlds.
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TABLET OF THE HOLY MARINER

About this Tablet ‘Abdu’l-Bahi says: ‘Study the
Tablet of the Holy Mariner that ye may know the truth, and

consider that the Blessed Beauty hath fully foretold future
events. Let them who perceive, take warning!”

After each verse except the last three, is the refrain:
‘Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!")

Heis tﬁc Gracious, the well-beloved!
O Holy Mariner!

Bid thine ark of eternity appear before the -
Celestial Concourse,

Launch it upon the ancient sea, in His Name,
the Most Wondrous,

And let the angelic spirits enter, in the Name of S ¢
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| @ God, the Most High. i?‘a’yl
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Unmoorit, thcn,‘ thatit maysail upbnthc;xan ' 1

: :w_! of glory, 3
i Haply the dwellers therein may attain the re- l 3
_ éag: treats of nearness in the everlasting realm. P!

N
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Having reached the sacred strand, the shore of B3
the crimson seas, ; 1‘{:/_ :
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Bid them issuc forth and attain this ethereal i
1 PV4 invisible station, ¥
ila)] A station wherein the Lord hath in the Flame 10 8
; g\‘,]l of His Beauty appeared within the deathless L 3
> tree; i ‘
X a0
L l Wherein the embodiments of His Cause , ;{{.;] 3
cleansed themselves of self and passion; | on s -
g’ﬁ,‘il Around which the Glory of Moses doth circle (t 4
= with the everlasting hosts; if'e‘JI 53
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UL e Wherein the Hand of God was drawn forth
. , e from His bosom of Grandeur;
Wherein the ark of the Cause remaineth
:é_ motionless even though to its dwellers be
, ? [ declared all divine attributes.

O Mariner! Teach them that are within the
ark that which we have taught thee behind
the mystic veil,

@

Perchance they may not tarry in the sacred
snow-white spot,

But may soar upon the wings of the spirit unto
that station which the Lord hath exalted

above all mention in the worlds below,

iy
ISR

May wing through space even as the favoured
birds imr the realm of eternal reunion:

e

May know the mysteries hidden in the Scas of
light. .

They passed the grades of worldly limitations
and reached that of the divine unity, the

centre of heavenly guidance.

.

([

They have desired to ascend unto that state
which the Lord hath ordained to be above

their stations.

/y

At AKY

Whereupon the burning meteor cast them out
from them that abidc in the Kingdom of His
Presence,

| And they heard the Voice of Grandeur raised
it from behind the unseen pavilion upon the

A3
R

B! Height of Glory:
R IR ‘O guardian angels! Return them to their
% @'[ abode in the world below,
: Inasmuch as they have purposed to rise to that
; \_{’ 1 sphere which the wings of the celestial dove

have never attained; -

i
¥ Whereupon the ship of fancy standeth still
@l which the minds of them that comprchend
Em <% cannot grasp.’
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Whereupon the maid of heaven looked out
from her exalted chamber,

And with her brow signed to the Celestial
Concourse, :

Flooding with the light of her countenance the
heaven and thc earth,

And as the radiance of her beauty shonc upon
the people of dust, :

All beings were shaken in their mortal graves.

She then raised the call which no ear through
all eternity hath ever heard,

And thus proclaimed: ‘By the Lord ! He whose
heart hath not the fragrance of the love of the
exalted and glorious Arabian Youth,

Can in no wise ascend unto the glory of the
highest heaven.’

Thereupon she summoned unto herself onc

maiden from her handmaidens,

And commanded her: ‘Descend into spacc
from the mansions of eternity,

And turn thou unto that which they have con-
cealed in the inmost of their hearts.

Shouldst thou inhale the perfume of the robe
from the Youth that hath been hidden within
the tabernacle of light by reason of that which
the hands of the wicked have wrough,

Raise a cry within thyself, that all the inmates of
the chambers of Paradise, that are the em-
bodiments of the eternal wealth, may under-
stand and hearken; ' o

That they may all come down from their
everlasting chambers and tremble,

And kiss their hands and feet for having soared

to the heights of faithfulness;
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Perchance they may find from their robes the
fragrance of the Beloved One.’

Thercupon the countenance of the favoured
damsel beamed above the celestial chambers
even as the light that shineth from the face of
the Youth above His mortal temple;
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She then descended with such an adorning as to
illumine the heavens and all that is therein.

She bestirred herself and perfumed all things in
the lands of holiness and grandeur.
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When she reached that place she rose to her full
height in the midmost heart of creation,
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And sought to inhale their fragrance at a time
that knowcth neither beginning nor end.
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She found not in them that which she did de-
sire, and this, verily, is but one of His won-
drous tales.
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She then cried aloud, wailed and repaired to her
own station within her most lofty mansion,

And then gave utterance to one mystic word,
whispered privily by her honeyed tongue,

And raised the call amidst the Celestial Con-

I'
course and the immortal maids of heaven: F&\ﬂl
‘By the Lord! I found not from these idle i |_E
claimants the breeze of Faithfulness!

By the Lord! The Youth hath remained lone
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and forlorn in the land of exile in the hands é,,!l
of the ungodly.’ | 3
She then uttered within herself such a cry that l l_&g‘; (‘

ISl the Celestial Concourse did shriek and

4 ,;E tremble, ’ M :
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And she fell upon the dust and gave up the

spirit. It seemeth she was called and heark-
! &\i ened unto Him that summoned her unto the
L Realm on High.

Glorified be He that created her out of the

essence of love in the midmost heart of His
exalted paradise!
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(Up to this point between each line is the refrain:
| ‘Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!")
{
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Thereup: 1 the maids of heaven hastened forth
from their chambers, upon whose counten-
ances the eye of no dweller in the highest
paradise had ever gazed.

Glorified be our Lord, the Most High!

! They all gathered around her, and lo! they
found her body fallen upon the dust;

Glorified be our Lord, the Most High!

And as they beheld her state and comprehended
a word of the tale told by the Youth, they
bared their heads, rent their garments
asunder, beat upon their faccs, forgot their
joy, shed tears and smote with their hands
upon their cheeks, and thisis verily one of the
mysterious grievous afflictions—

Glorified be our Lord, the Most High!
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Prayer for the Dead

ar

y

O my God! This is Thy servant and the son of
Thy servant who hath believed in Thee and in Thy
signs, and sct his face towards Thee, wholly detached
from all except Thee. Thou art, verily, of those who
show mercy the most merciful.

Deal with him, O Thou Who forgivest the sins of
men and concealest their faults, as beseemeth the

I »-:(h:ﬂ;:)-(é{}

"
.
»

b 1o CathBraeae

hcaven of Thy bounty and the ocean of Thy grace.
Grant him admission within the precincts of Thy

transcendent mercy that was before the foundation
of carth and heaven. There is no God but Thee, the
Ever-Forgiving, the Most Generous.
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2 (Tf the dead be a woman, let him say:
¥ This is Thy handmaiden and the daugh-
i ter of Thy handmaiden, ete. . . )

3. Prayer for the Dead.
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Let him, then, repeat six times the
greeting “Allih-u-Abh4,” and then
repcat ninetcen times each of the fol-
lowing verses:
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We all, verily, worship God.

1§
(]

We all, verily, bow down before God.

We all, verily, are devoted unto God.
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We all, verily, give praise unto God.

We all, verily, yicld thanks unto God.

M

We all, verily, are patient in God.
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He 1s the Generous, the All-Bouritiful!

Praise be to God, the Ancient, the Ever-Abid-
ing, the Changcless, the Eternal! He Who hath
testified in Fis Own Being that verily He is the
One, the Single, the Untrammelled, the Ex-
alted. We bear witness that verily there is no
God but Him; acknowledging Iis oneness, con-
fessing His singleness. Tle hath ever dwelt in
unapproachable heights, in the summits of His
loftiness, sanctified from the mention of aught
save Himself, free from the description of aught
but Him.

And when He desired to manifest grace and
beneficence to men, and to set the world in
order, He revealed observances ‘and created
laws; among them He established the law of
marriage, made it as a fortress for well-being
and salvation, and enjoined it upon us in that
which was sent down out of the heaven of sanc-
titv in His Most Holy Book. He saith, great is
His glory: “Marry, O people, that from vou may
appear he who will remember Me amongst My
servants; this is one of My commandments unto
you; obey it as an assistance to yourselves.”
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The pledge of marriage, the phrase to be spoken indi- \%' \1]’
vidually by the bride and the bridegroom in the presence #l .
of Baha'{ witnesses, as stipulated in the Kitdb-i-Aqdas (The N )
Most Holy Book), is: “We will all, verily, abide by the Imj[ 3
Will of God.” : e
“\l][ 35
woy
W
‘ \\ l o
i
¥
M
He 1s God! O peerless Lord! In Thine almighty %
wisdom Thou hast enjoined marriage upon the :
peoples, that the generations of men may suc-
ceed one another in this contingent world, and
that cver, so long as the world shall last, they
mayv busy themsclves at the threshold of Thy
-oneness with servitude and worship, with salu-
tation, adoration and praise. “I have not created
spirits and men, but ‘that they should worship
me.” ' Wherefore, wed Thou in the heaven of 3
Thy merey these two birds of the nest of Thy &
love, and make them the means of attracting \{ 3
perpetual grace; that from the union of these Sy ©
two scas of love a wave of tenderness may surge 5 ml 2
and cast the pearls of pure and goodly issue on LY
the shore of life. “He hath let loose the two seas, 1A l n
that they meet each other: Between them is a R
barvier which they overpass not. Which then of | Wl 3
the bounties of vour Lord will ve denv® From E P,‘{ )
cach e bringeth up greater and lesser pearls.” 2 { l. | %
O Thou kind Lord! Make Thou this mar- i ]-/! ]
riage to bring forth coral and pearls. Thou art 55
verilv the All-Powerful, the Most Great, the g Pn[ -
Lver Forgiving! —'Abdu’l-Bahd QB YTRTI)
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Intercalary Days

(The Intercalary Days, February 26 to March 1, inclusive,
should be davs of preparation for the Fast, days of hospi-
tality, charity and the giving of presents.)

My Gop, my - Fire and my Light! The davs
which Thou hast named the Ayvvam-i-Hd (the
Davs of Ha, Intercalary davs) in Thv Bdok
have ‘beaun, O Thou Who art the King of
names. and the fast which Thy most exalted
Pen hath enjoined unto all who are in the king-
dom of Thy creation to observe is approaching.
I entreat Thee, O my Lord, by these davs and
by all such as have during that period clung to
the cord of Thy commandments, and laid hold
on the handle of Thy precepts, to grant that
unto every soul mayv be assigned a place within
the precinets of Thy court, and a scat at the
revelation of the splendors of the light of ' hy
countenance.
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These, O my Lord, are Thy servants whom
no corrupt inchnation hath kept back from
what "t hou didst send down in Thy Baok. They
have bowed themselves before Thy Cause, and
received Thy Book with such resnlve as is born
of Thee. and observed what Thou hadst pre-
scribed unto them. and chosen to follow that
which had been sent down by Thee.

Thou seest, O my Lord, how they have recog-
nized and confessed whatsoever Thou hast te-
vealed in Thy Scriptures. Give them to drink,
O my Loxd, from the hands of Thy graciousness
the waters of Thine eternity. Write down, then,
for them the recompense ordained for him that
hath immersed himsell in the ocean of Thy
presence, and attained unto the choice wine of
Thy-meceting.

I implore Thee, O Thou the King of kings
and the Pitier of the downtrodden, to ordain for
them the good of this world and of the world to
come. Write down for them, morcover, what
none of Thy creatures hath discovered and
number them with those who have circled
round Thee, and who move about Thy throne
in every world of Thy worlds.

Thou, truly, art the Alighty, the All-Know-
ing, the All-Informed. —Bahaw'llih
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Pratsep be Thou, O mv God, that Thou hast
ordained Naw-Ruz as a festival unto those who
have observed the fast Tor love of Thee and ab-
stained {rom all that is abhorrent unwo Thec.

“Grant, O my Lord, that the fire of Thy love and

the heat produced by the fast enjoined by Thee
may inflame them in Thy Cause, and make
them to be occupied with Thy praise and with
remembrance of Thee. :
Since Thou hast adorned them, O mv Lord,
with the omament of the fast prescribed by
Thee, do Thou adorn them also with the oma-
ment of Thine acceptance, through Thy grace
and bountiful favor. For the doings of men are
all dependent upon Thy good-pleasure, and are
conditioned by Thy behest. Shouldst Thou re-

gard him who hath broken the fust as one who

hath observed it, such a man would be reckoned
among them who from eternity had been keep-
ing the fast. And shouldst Thou decree that he
who hath observed the fust hath broken it, that
person would be numbered with such as have
caused the Robe of Thy Revelation to be stained
with dust, and been far removed from the crys-
tal waters o! this living Fountain.
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Thou art He through Whom the ensign
“Praiseworthy art Thou in Thy works” hath
been lifted up, and the standard “Obeved art
Thou in Thy behest” hath been unfurled. Make
known 'this Thy station, O my Gud, unto Thy
servants, that they may be made aware that the
excellence of all things is dependent upon Thy
bidding and Thy word, and the virtue of every
act is conditioned by Thy leave and the good-
pleasure of Thy -will, and may recognize that
the reins of men’s doings are within the grasp
of Thine acceptance and Thy commandment.
Make this known unto them, that nothing what-
socver may shut them out from Thy Beauty, in
these days whercon the Christ exclaimeth: “All
dominion is Thine, O Thou the Begetter of the
Spirit (Jesus)”; and Thy Friend (Muhammad)
crieth out: “Glory be to Thee, O Thou the il
Best-Beloved, for that Thou hast uncovered Thy
Beauty, and written down for Thy chosen ones
what will cause them to attain unto the seat of
the revelation of Thy Most Great Name, through
which all the peoples have lamerited except
such as have detached themselves from all else
except Thee, and set themselves towards Him
Who is the Revealer of Thyself and the Mani-
festation of Thine attributes.”

He Who is Thy Branch and all Thy com-
pany, O my Lord, have broken this day their
fast, after having observed it within the pre-
cincts of Thy court, and in their eagerness to
please Thee. Do Thou ordain for him, and for
them, and for all such as have entered Thy pres-
ence in those days all the good Thou didst des-
tine in Thy Book. Supply them, then, with that
which will profit them, in both this life and in
the life beyond.

Thou, in truth, art the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. —Bahd'v'lldh
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I HaveE wakened in Thy shelter, O my God,
and it becometh him that seeketh that shelter to
abide within the Sanctuary of Thy protection
and the Stronghold of Thy defense. Illumine
my inner bemng, O my Lord, with the splendors
of the Day-Spring of Thy Revelation, even as
Thou didst illumine my outer being with the

o
mormning light of Thy favor. —~Bahd'u'llih
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O My Gop and my Master! I am Thy servant
and the son of Thy servant. I have risen from
my couch g this dawn-tide when the Day-Star
of Thy oneness hath shone forth from the Day-
Spring of Thy will, and hath shed its radiance
upon the whole world, according to what had
been ordained in the Books of Thy Decree.

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, that we
have wakened to the splendors of the light of
Thy knowledge. Send down, then, upon us, O
my Lord, what will enable us to dispense with
any one but Thee, and will rid us ot all attach-
ment to aught except Thyself. Write down,
moreover, for me, and for such as are dear to
me, and for my kindred, man and woman alike,
the good of this world and the world to come.
Keep us sale, then, through Thine unfailing
protection, O Thou the Beloved of the entire
creation and the Desire of the whole universe,
from them whom Thou hast made to be the
manifestations of the evil whisperer, who whis-
per in men's breasts. Potent art Thou to do Thy
pleasure. Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the
Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

Bless Thou, O Lord my God, Him Whom
Thou hast set over Thy most excellent titles,
and through Whom Thou hast divided between
the godly and the wicked, and graciously aid us
to do what Thou lovest and desirest. Bless Thou,
moreover, O my God, them Who are Thy
Words and Thy Letters, and them who have set
their faces towards Thee, and turned unto Thy
face, and hearkened to Thy Call.

Thou art, truly, the Lord and King of all
men, and art potent over all things.

—Bahd'uw'lldh
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I GivE praise to Thee, O my God, that Thou
hast awakened me out of my sleep, and brought
me forth after my disappearance, and raiscd me
up from my slumber. 1 have wakened this
morning with my face set toward the splendors
of the Day-Star of Thy Revclation, through
Which the heavens of Thy power and Thy
majesty have been illumined, acknowledging
Thy signs, believing in Thy Book, and holding
fast unto Thy Cord.

I beseech Thee, by the potency of Thy will
and the compelling power of Thy purpose, to
make of what Thou didst reveal unto me in my
sleep the surest foundation for the mansions of
Thy love that are within the hearts of Thy
loved ones, and the best instrument for the rev-
elation of the tokens of Thy grace and Thy
loving-kindness. :

Do Thou ordain for me through Thy most

exalted Pen, O my Lord, the good of this world
and of the next. I testify that within Thy grasp
are held the reins of all things. Thou changest
them as Thou pleasest. No God is there save
Thee, the Strong, the Faithful.

Thou art He Who changeth through His
bidding abasement into glory, and weakness
into strength, and powerlessness into might, and
fear into calm, and doubt into certainty. No
God is there but Thee, the Mighty, the Bene-
ficent.

Thou disappointest no one who hath sought
Thee, nor dost Thou keep back from Thee any
one who hath desired Thee. Ordain Thou for
me what becometh the heaven of Thy generos-
ity, and the ocean of Thy bounty. Thou art,
verily, the Almighty, the Most Powerful.

—Bahd'w'lldh
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(TR PRAYER BEFORE SLEEP &3

1

How can I choose to sleep, O God, my God,
when the eyes of them that long for Thee are
wakeful because of their separation from Thee;
and how can I lie down to rest whilst the souls
of Thy lovers are sore vexed in their remoteness
from Thy presence? '

I have committed, O my Lord, my spirit and
my entire being into the right hand of Thy
might and Thy protection, and I lay my head
on my pillow through Thy power,:and lift it up
according to Thy will and Thy good-pleasure.
Thou art, in truth. the Preserver, the Keeper,
the Almighty, the Most Powerful.

By Thy might! I ask not, whether sleeping or
waking, but that which Thou dost desire. I am
Thy servant and in Thy hands. Do Thou gra-
ciously aid me to do what will shed forth the
fragrance of Thy good pleasure. This, truly, is

- my hope and the hope of them that eniov near
access to Thee. Praised be Thou, O Locd of the

worlds! —Bahd'w'llih
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O My God, my Master, the Goal of my desire!
This, Thy servant, seeketh to sleep in the shel-
ter of Thy mercy, and to repose beneath the
canopy of “Thy grace, imploring Thy care and
Thy protection.
I beg of Thee, O my Lord, by Thine eve that
sleepc_th not, to guard mine eyes from beholdmo
aught besxde Thee. Strengthen, then, their vise
ion that they may discern Thv signs, and behold
the Horizon of Thx Revelation. Thou art He
before the revelations of Whose omnipotence
the quintessence of power hath trembled.
No God is there but Thee, the Almighty, the
All-Subduing, the Unconditioned.

—Bahd''lldh
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I Bave risen this moming by Thy grace, O my
God, and left my home trusting wholly in Thee,
and committing mysclf to Thy care. Send down,
then, upon me, out of the heaven of Thy mercy,
a blessing from Thy side, and enable me to re-
turn home in safety even as Thou didst enable

me to set out under Thy protection with my
thoughts fixed steadfastly upon Thee.

There is none other God but Thee, the One,
the Incomparable, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. ' —Bahd'w'llih
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|
, + O God, my God! I have set out from my home,
| holding fast unto the cord of Thy love, and I have
!, committed myself wholly to Thy care and Thy pro-
| tection. I entreat Thee by Thy power through which
Thou didst protect Thy loved ones from the wayward
and the perverse, and from every contumacious op-
pressor, and every wicked doer who hath strayed far
from Thee, to keep me safe by Thy bounty and Thy

.0
3

e CHPED-CEEDw Gl SHitD~ (it - atiinoat

grace. Enable me, then, to return to my home by
Thy power and Thy might. Thou art, truly, the Al-
mighty, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.
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He is God! Behold us, O Lord, gathered at this board,
thankful for Thy bounty, our gaze turned to Thy King-
dom. O Lord! Send down unto us Thy heavenly food
and blessing from Thee. Verily, Thou art the Generous,
and verily, Thou art the Beneficent, the Merciful.

He is God! O Lord! How shall we thank Thee! Thy
bounties are limitless, and our gratitude but limited. How
can the limited render thanks to the limitless ? Incapable
are we of offering thanks for Thy mercies. Utterly power-
less, we turn unto Thy Kingdom, and beg Thee to in-
crease Thy bestowal and bounty. Thou art the Giver,
Thou art the Bestower, Thou art the Powerful.19!
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Tuy Name is my healing, O my God, and re-
membrance of Thee is my remedy. Neamness to
Thee is my hope, and love for Thee is my com-
panion. Thy mercy to me is my healing and my
succor in both this world and the world to come.

Thou, verily, art the All-Bountiful, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. —Bahi'w'lldh

2

O Gop, My Gob! I beg of Thee by the ocean of
Thy healing, and by the splendors of the Day-
Star of Thy grace, and by Thy Name through
which Thou didst subdue Thy servants, and by
the pervasive power of Thy most exalted Word
and the potency of Thy most august Pen, and
by Thy mercy that hath preceded the creation
of all who are in heaven and on earth, to purge
me with the waters of Thy bounty from every
affliction and disorder, and from all weakness
and feebleness.

Thou seest, O my Lord, Thy suppliant wait-
ing at the door of Thy bounty, and him who
hath set his hopes on Thee clinging to the cord
of Thy generosity. Deny him not, I beseech
Thee, the things he seeketh from the ocean of
Thy grace and the Day-Star of Thy loving-

kindness.

Powerful art Thou to do what pleaseth Thee.
There is none other God save Thee, the Ever-
Forgiving, the Nost Generous. —Bahd'w'lldh
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Prarsep B Thou, O Lord my God! I implore
Thee by Thy Most Great Name through which
Thou didst stir up Thy servants and build up
Thy cities, and by Thy most excellent titles, and
Thy most august attributes, to assist Thy people
to turn in the direction of Thy manifold boun-
ties, and set their faces toward the Tabernacle
of Thy wisdom. Heal Thou the sicknesses that
have assailed the souls on every side, and have
deterred them from directing their gaze toward
the Paradise that lieth in the shelter of Thy
shadowing Name, which Thou didst ordain te
be the King of all names unto all who are in
heaven and all who are on earth. Potent art
Thou to do as pleaseth Thee. In Thy hands is
the empire of all names. There is none other
God but Thee, the Mighty, the Wise.

I am but a poor creature, O my Lord; I have
clung to the hem of Thy riches. I am sore sick;
I have held fast the cord of Thy healing. De-
liver me from the ills that have encircled me,
and wash me thoroughly with the waters of Thy
graciousness and mercy, and attire me with the
raiment of wholesomeness, through Thy for-
giveness and bounty. Fix, then, mine eyes upon
Thee, and rid me of all attachment to aught
else except Thyself. Aid me to do what Thou
desirest, and to fulfill what Thou pleasest.

Thou art truly the Lord of this life and of the
next. Thou art, in truth, the Ever-Forgiving,
the Most Merciful. : ~Bahd'wlih
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Grory sE to Thee, O Lord my God! I implore
Thee by Thy Name, through which Thou didst
lift up the ensigns of Thy guidance, and didst
shed the radiance of Thy loving-kindness, and
didst reveal the sovereignty of Thy Lordship;
through which the lamp of Thy names hath ap-
peared within the niche of Thine attributes,
and He Who is the Tabemnacle of Thy unity
and the Manifestation of detachment hath
shone forth; through which the ways of Thy
guidance were made known, and the paths of
Thy good pleasure were marked out; through
which the foundations of error have been made
to tremble, and the signs of wickedness have
been abolished; through which the fountains of
wisdom have burst forth, and the heavenly table
hath been sent down; through which Thou
didst preserve Thy scrvants and didst vouchsafe
Thy healing; through which Thou didst show
forth Thy tender mercies unto Thy servants and
revealedst Thy forgiveness amidst Thy creatures
—I implore Thee to keep safe him who hath
held fast and retumed unto Thee, and clung to
Thy mercy, and seized the hem of Thy loving
providence. Send down, then, upon him Thy
healing, and make him whole, and endue him
with a constancy vouchsafed by Thee, and a
tranquillity bestowed by Thy Highness.

Thou art, verily, the Healer, the Preserver,

the Helper, the Almighty, the Powerful, the
All-Glorious, the All-Knowing. —Bahd'n'llih
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Tests and Difficulties
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O Lorp! Thou art the Remover of every anguish and the
Dispeller of every affliction. Thou art He Who banisheth
every sorrow and setteth free every slave, the Redeemer of
every soul. O Lord! Grant deliverance through Thy mercy
and reckon me among such servants of Thine ashave gained

salvation. -The Bab

B3 885‘89«88%8«»

Say: God sufficeth all things above all things,
and nothing in the heavens or in the earth but
God sufliceth. Verily, He is in Himself the
Knower, the Sustainer, the Omnipotent.

—The Bdb

Is there any Remover of difliculties save God?
Say: Praised be God! He is God! All are His

servants, and all abide by His bidding!
—The Bdb
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Assistance

My Gop, my Adored One, my King, my Desire!
What tongue can voice my thanks to Thee? I
was heedless, Thou didst awaken me. I had
turned back from Thee, Thou didst graciousiv
aid me to rurn toward The. [ was as one dead,
Thou didst quicken me with the water of life. [
was withered, Thou didst revive me with the
heavenly stream of Thine utterance which hath
flowed forth from the Pen of the All-Merciful.
O Divine Providence! All existence is begot-
ten by Thy bounty: deprive it not of the waters
of Thy generosity, neither do Thou withhold it
from the ocean of Thy mercy. [ beseech Thee
0 aid and assist me at all times an¢ under all
conditions, and seek from the heaven of Thy
grace Thine ancient faver. Thou art. in truth,
the Lord of bounty, and the Soversign of the
kingdom of eternity. —Bahd'wlldh
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O Trou Whose face is the object of my adora-
tion, Whose beauty is my sancruary, Whose
habitation is my goal, Whose praise is my hope,
Whose providence is my companion, Whose
love is the-cause of my being, Whose mention
is my ‘solace, Whose nearness is my desire,
Whose presence is my dearest wish and highest
aspiration, | entreat Thee not to withhold from
me the things Thou didst ordain for the chosen
ones among Thy servants. Supply me, then,
with the good of this world and of the next.
Thou, truly, art the King of all men. There
is no God but Thee, the Ever-Forgiving, the

Most Generous. —Bahd'v'lldh
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O thou who art turning thy face towards God!
Close thine eyes to all things clse, and open them to the
realm of the All-Glorious. Ask whatsoever thou wishest of
Him alone; scek whatsoever thou seckest from Him alone.
With a look He granteth a hundred thousand hopes, with
a glance He healeth a hundred thousand incurable ills, with
a glimpse He laveth balm on every wound, with a nod He
freeth the hearts from the shackles of gricf. He doeth as He
doeth, and what recourse have we? He carrieth out His
Will, He ordaineth what He pleaseth. Then better for thee
to bow down thy head in submission, and put thy trust in
the All-Merciful Lord.

—'Abdi’l-Bahd
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NTNTS.  joy to the children’s hearts: that they should, at every WA 16119

morn, turn their faces toward the Kingdom and make

¥
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mention of the Lord and praise His Name, and in the I
sweetest of voices, chant and recite. l:“t’i’ "
These children are even as young plants, and teaching !
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them the prayers is as letting the rain pour down upon
them, that they may wax tender and fresh, and the soft
breezes of the love of God may blow over them, making
them to tremble with joy.

Blesscdness awaiteth you, and a fair haven.
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O Cop' Rear this little babe in the bosom of
Thy love and give it milk from the breast of
Providence. Cultivate this fresh plant in the
rose-garden of Thy love and nurture it by
showers from the clouds of Providence. Make it
a child of the Kingdom and lead it to the divine
world. Thou art powerful and kind! Thou art
the Giver, the Bestower, Whose blessings tran-
scend all else! —'Abdw'l-Bahd
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O Thou most glorious Lord! Make this little
maidservant of Thine blesscd and happy; cause
her to be cherished at the threshold of Thy one-
ness and let her drink deep from the cup of Thy love so
that she may be filled with rapture and ccstasy and dif-
fusc sweet-scented fragrance. Thou art the Mighty
and the Powerful, and Thou art the All-Knowing, the
All-Secing.

—Abdu’I-Bahd
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C v Lorp! O my Lord!

I am a child of tender vears. Nourish me
from the breast of Thy mercy, train me in the
bosom of Thy love, educate me in the school of
Thy guidance and develop me under the shadow
of Thy bounty! Deliver me from darkness, make
me a brilliant light: free me from unhappiness,
make me a flower of the rose-garden; suffer me
to become the servant of Thy Threshold and
confer upon me the disposition and nature of
the righteous ones: n:uke me a cause of bounty
to the human world and crown my head with
the diadem of eternal life!

Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty,
the Seer, the Hearer! —'Abdu’l-Baha
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O Loro! O Thou hope of people! Thou art the
shelter of all these Thy servants. Thou knowest
the secrets and mysteries. We are all sinners and
Thou art the shelter of sinners, the Merciful,
the Clement. O Lord! look not at our shortcom-
ings. Deal with us according to Thy grace and
bestowal. Our shoricomings are many but the
ocean of Thy forgiveness is boundless. There-
fore confirm and strengthen us. Assist us in that
which will make us acceptable at Thy thresh-
old. Illumine the hearts, make the eves seeing,
render the ears attentive, resuscitate the dead
and heal the sick. Render the poor rich and the
fugitive confident. Accept us in Thy kingdom.
[lumine us with the light of kindness. ~hou
art the Generous! Thou art the Clement! Thou
art the Kind! ~'Abdu'l-Bahd
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A sinner must, between himsclf and God, bez for mercy from
the Sea of Mercy and ask forgiveness from the Heaven of Beneh-
cence, and then say:

Oh my God! Oh my God! I beg of Thee—by the blood of
Thy lovers, who were so attracted by Thy sweet utterance that
they betook themselves unto the lofty summit, the place of great
martyrdom, and by the mysteries concealed in Thy knowledge,
and by the pearls deposited in the Sea of Thy bestowal—to forgive
me, and my father and. my mother. Verily Thou art the most
merciful of the merciful! There is no God but Thee, the forgiving,
the beneficent! o

Oh, my Lord! Thou beholdest the essence of error advancing
toward the sea of Thy gift, and the weak onc toward the kingdom
of Thy power, and the poor one toward the sun of Thy wealth.
Oh, my Lord! Disappoint him not of Thy gencrosity and bounty;
deprive him not of the graces of Thy davs, and turn him not
away from Thy door which Thou hast opened before all in Thy
heaven and earth., :
 Alas! Alas! My transgressions have prevented me from drawing
nigh unto the court of Thy sanctity, and my trespasses have kept
me afar from turning unto the tents of Thy glory.. I have indeed
wrought that which Thou hast forbidden me; I have neglected
that which Thou hast commanded me! I beg of Thee by the King
of Names to decree for 'me from the Pen of grace and bestowal
that which will draw me necar unto Thee and will purify me from
my sins which have intervened between me and Thy forgiveness
and pardon. Verily, Thou are the powerful, the bounteous! There
is no God but Thee, the mighty, the gracious!
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O holy Lord! O Lord of loving-kindncss! We stray
about Thy dwelling, longing to behold Thy beauty, and
loving all Thy ways. We are hapless, lowly, and of small
account. We arc paupers: show us mercy, give us bounty;
look not upon our failings, hide Thou our endless sins.
Whatever we are, still are we Thine, and what we speak
and hear is praise of Thee, and it is Thy face we seck, Thy
path we follow. Thou art the Lord of loving-kindness, we

are sinners and astray and far from home. Wherefore, O
Cloud of Mercy, grant us some drops of rain. O Flowering
Bed of grace, send forth a fragrant brecze. O Sea of all
bestowals, roll towards us a great wave. O Sun of Bounty,
send down a shaft of light. Grant us pity, grant us grace. By
Thy beauty, we come with no provision but our sins, with
no good deeds to tell of, only hopes. Unless Thy concealing
veil doth cover us, and Thy protection shield and cradle us,
what power have these helpless souls to rise and serve Thee,
what substance have these wretched ones to make a brave
display? Thou Who art the Mighty, the All-Powerful, help
us, favour us; withered as we are, revive us with showers
from Thy clouds of grace; lowly as we are, illumine us with
bright rays from the Day-Star of Thy oneness. Cast Thou
these thirsty fish into the ocean of Thy mercy, guide Thou
this lost caravan to the shelter of Thy singleness; to the
wellspring of guidance lead Thou the ones who have
wandered far astray, and grant to those who have missed
the path a haven within the precincts of Thy might. Lift
Thou to these parched lips the bounteous and soft-lowing
watcrs of heaven, raise up these dead to everlasting life.
Grant Thou to the blind eyes that will see. Make Thou the
deaf to hear, the dumb to speak. Set Thou the dispirited
ablaze, make Thou the heedless mindful, warmn Thou the
proud, awaken those who slecp.

Thou art the Mighty, Thou art’the Bestower, Thou art
the Loving. Verily Thou art the Beneficent, the Most

Exélted- ) —'Abduw’'l-Bahd
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that, at every breath, gentle breezes may blow from the
bowers of Thy loving-kindness, that from the ocean of
Thy gracc a mist may rise, that the kindly showers of
Thy love may bestow freshness, and the zephyr waft its
perfume from the rose garden of divine uniry.

Vouchsafe, O Best Beloved of the World, a ray
from Thy Splendour. O Well-Beloved of mankind, shed
upon us the light of Thy Countenance.

O God Omnipotent, do Thou shield us and be our
refuge and, O Lord of Being, show forth Thy mighcand
Thy dominion.

O Thou loving Lord, the movers of sedition are in
some regions astir and active, and by night and day are
inflicting a grievous wrong.

Even as wolves, tyrants are lying in waic, and the
wronged, innocent flock hach neither help nor sr<cour.
Hounds are on the trail of the gazelles of the fields of
divine unity, and the pheasant in the mountains of
heavenly guidance is pursued by the ravens of eavy.

O Thou divine Providence, preserve and protectus!
O Thou Who art our Shield, save us and defend us!
Keep us beneath Thy Shelrer, and by Thy Help save us
from all ills. Thou art, indeed, the True Protector, the
Unseén Guardian, the Celestial Pieserver, and dhe

Heavenly Loving Lord. .
-'ABDU’L-BAHA
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O Thou kind Lord! We are servants of Thy 1 l‘*'!l :
Threshold, taking shelter at Thy holy Door. We seek no } \il 2
refuge save only this strong pillar, turn nowhere for a s o
haven but unto Thy safekeeping. Protect us, bless us, ]M 0
support us, make us such that we shall love but Thy good 1 d X
pleasure, utter only Thy praise, follow only the pathway e
of truth, that we may become rich enough to dispense ]E\*/H 2
with all save Thee, and receive our gifts from the sea of l&iﬂ ;
Thy beneficence, that we may ever strive to exalt Th Tl %
Causc and to spread Thy sweet savours far and wide, that }E&! :
we may become oblivious of self and occupied only with !m 3
Thee, and disown all else and be caught up in Thee. Yo §
O Thou Provider, O Thou Forgiver ! Grant us Thy } ¥l 8
grace and loving-kindness, Thy gifts and Thy bestowals, } g
and sustain us, that we may attain our goal. Thou art the (8363 &
Powerful, the Able, the Knower, the Seer; and verily ] %
Thou art the Generous, and verily Thou art the All- B ¢
Merciful, and verily Thou art the Ever-Forgiving, He to 170, -
Whom repentance is due, He Who forgiveth even the ' ﬁgﬂ ¥
most grievous of sins. I: '3
-‘ABDU’L-BAHA l ' ::
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Spiritual Qualities

A

)
it

]
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CreaTE in me a pure heart, O my God, and ]ﬁi '
renew a tranquil conscience within me, O my ][ﬂl X
Hope! Through the spirit of power confirm Thou R Y
me in Thy Cause, O my Best-Beloved, and by !pq l
the light of Thy glory reveal unto me Thy path, :bf ‘
O Thou the Goal of my desire! Through the l&“l
power of Thy transcendent might lift me up ‘*
unto the heaven of Thy holiness, O Source of | 10>
my being, and by the breezes of Thine eternity 1 v
gladden me, O Thou Who art my God! Let ]
Thine everlasting melodics hreathe tranquillity ] _
on me, O my Companion, and let the riches of (-3
Thine ancient countenance deliver me from all
except Thee, O my Master, and let the tidings
of the revelation of Thine incorruptible Essence
bring me joy, O Thou Who art the most mani-
fest of the manifest and the most hidden of the
hidden! —Bahd'w'lldh
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Be thou of the people of hell-fire
but be not a hypocrite.

Be thou an unbeliever,
but be not a plotter,

Make fliy home in taverns,
but tread not the path
of the'mischief-maker.

Fear thou God,
but not the priest.

Give to the executioner thy head,
but not thy heart.

Let thine abode be under the stone,
but seek not the shelter of the cleric.

Thus doth the Holy Reed intone its melodies,

and the Nightingaie of Paradise wdrble its song,

so that He may infuse life eternal into the martal
frames of men, impart to the temgles of dust the

essence of the Noly Spirit and the hecvenly Light,

and draw the transient world, through the potency
of a single word, unto the Everlasiing Kingdom.
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Prayers for Teaching

Fronm THE TaBLETS oF THE DiviNgE Pran
ReveaLep BY ‘Appu'L-BanA

1

O Tuou incomparable God! O Thou Lord of
the Kingdom! These souls are Thy heavenly
army. Assist them and with the cohorts of the
Supreme Concourse, make thcm victorious; so
that each one of them may become like unto a
regiment and conquer these countries through
_the love of God and the illumination of divine
teachings. ’

O God! Be Thou their supporter and their
helper, and in the wilderness, the mountain,
the valley, the forests, the prairies and the seas,
be Thou their confidant—so that they may cry
out through the power of the Kingdom and
the breath of the Holy Spirit!

Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty
and the Omnipotent, and Thou art the Wise,
the Hearing and the Seeing.
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The following commune is to be read . . . every day:

O Goo' O God! This is a broken-winged bird
and his flight is very slow—assist him so.that he
may fly toward the apex of prosperity ‘and sal-
vation, wing his way with the utmost joy and
happiness throughout the illimitable space, raise
his melody in Thy Supreme Name in all the re-
gions, exhilarate the ears with this call, and
brighten the eyes by beholding the signs of

idance! =

O Lord! I am single, alone and lowly. For me
there is no support save Thee, no helper except
Thee and no sustainer beside Thee. Confirm
me in Thy service, assist me with the cohorts of
Thy angels, make me victorious in the promo-
tion of Thy Word and suffer me to speak out
Thy wisdom amongst Thy creatures. Verily,
Thou art the custodian of the poor and the de-
fender of the little ones, and verily Thou art the

Powerful, the Mighty and the Unconstrained!
(Revealed to the Bahd'is
of the Western States)
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The following supplicatisn is to be read by the teach-
ers and friends daily:
O Thou kind Lord! Praise be unto Thee that
Thou hast shown us the highway of guidance,
opered the doors of the kingdom and manifested
Thyself through the Sun of Reality. To the
blind Thou hast given sight; to the deaf Thou

hast granted hearing: Thou hast resuscitated the
dead; Thou hast enriched the poor; Thou hast
shown the way to those who have gone astray;
Thou hast led those with parched lips to the
fountain of guidance; Thou hast suffered the
thirsty fish to reach the ocean of reality and
Thou hast invited the wandering birds to the
rose-garden of “grace. )

O Thou Almighty! \WWe are Thy servants and
Thy poor ones; we are remote and vearn for Thy
presence; are athirst for the water of Thy foun-
tain; are ill, longing for Thy healing. We are
walking in Thy path and have no aim ‘or hope
save the diffusion of Thy fragrance, so that all
souls raise the cry of “O God, guide us to the
straight path”. May their eyes be opened to be-
hold the light, and may they be freed from the
darkness of ignorance. May they gather around
the lamp of Thy guidance. May every portion-
less one receive a share. May the deprived ones
become the confidants of Thy mysteries. .

O Almighty! Look upon us with the glance of
mercifulness. Grant us heavenly confirmation.
Bestow upon us the breath of the Holy Spirit,
so that we may be assisted in Thv service and
like unto brilliant stars, shine in these regions
with the light of Thy guidance. 4

Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty,
the Wise and the Secing. '

(Revealed to the Bahi'is
of the Northeastern States)
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Unity

O Tuov kind Lord! Thou hast created all
humanity from the same stock. Thou hast de-
creed that all shall belong to the same house-
hold. In Thy Holy Presence they are all Thy

~ servants, and all mankind are sheltered beneach
Thy Tabernacle; all have gathered together at
Thy Table of Bounty; all are illumined through
the light of Thy Providence.

O God! Thou art kind to all, Thou hast pro-
vided for all, dost shelter all, conferrest life
upon all. Thou hast endowed each and all with
talents and faculties, and all are submerged in
the Ocean of Thy Mercy.

O Thou kind Lord! Unite all. Let the re-
ligions agree and make the nations one, so that
they may see each other as one family and the
whole earth as one home. May they all live
together in perfect harmony.

O God! Raisc aloft the banner of the oneness
of mankind.

O God! Establish the Most Great Peace.

Cement Thou, O God, the hearts together.
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) ‘ O Thou kind Father, God! Gladden our
bl hearts through the fragrance of Thy love.
f i Brighten our eyes through the Light of Thy

Guidance. Delight our ears with the melody of
Thy Word, and shelter us all in the Stronghold
of Thy Providence.

Thou art the Mighty and Powerful, Thou
art the Forgiving and Thou art the Oue who
overlooketh the shortcomings of all mankind.

stho-cijge

~‘Abdw’l-Bahd
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O Thou Provider! Thou hast breathed over the friends
in the West the sweet fragrance of the Holy Spirit, and with
the light of divine guidance Thou hast lit up the western
sky. Thou hast made those who were once remote to draw
near unto Thyself; Thou hast turned strangers into loving
friends; Thou hast awakened those who slept; Thou hast
made the heedless mindful.

O Thou Provider! Assist Thou these noble friends to win
Thy good pleasure, and make them well wishers of stranger
and friend alike. Bring them into the world that abideth
forever; grant them a portion of heavenly grace; cause
them to be true Bahd'is, sincerely of God; save them from
outward semblances, and establish them firmly in the truth.
Make them signs and tokens of the Kingdom, luminous
stars above the horizons of this ncther life. Make them to be
a comfort and a solace to humankind and servants to the

peace of the world. Exhilarate them with the wine of Thy
counsel, and grant that all of them may tread the path of
Thy comimandments.

O Thou Provider! The dearcst wish of this servant of
Thy Threshold is to behold the friends of east and west in
close embrace; to sce all the members of human society

athered with love in a single great assemblage, even as

individual drops of water collected in one mighty sea; to
behold them all as birds in one garden of roses, as peatls of
one ocecan, as leaves of one tree, as rays of one sun.

Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful, and Thou art the
God of strength, the Omnipotént, the All-Sceing.
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Whenever ye enter the council chamber, recite this l \‘l
prayer witha heart throbbing with the love of-God and Jral 2
a tongue purified from all but His remembrance, that l‘ 9
the All-Powerful may graciously aid you to achieve su- : l o
preme victory. gil 3
Q1<%
O Gop! my God! We are servants of Thine that =3 R
‘have turned with devotion to Thy holy face, l.’! A
that have detached ourselves from all beside lh\i %
Thee in this glorious Day. We have gathered in e 4
this spiritual assembly, united in our views and lh 3
thoughts, with our purposes harmonized to exalt i

*
-

Thy Word amidst mankind. O Lord, our God!
Make us the signs of Thy divine guidance, the
standards of Thine exalted Faith amongst men,
servants to Thy mighty Covenant, O Thou our
Lord Most High, manifestations of Thy divine
unity in Thine Abh4 Kingdom, and resplend-
ent stars shining upon all regions. Lord! Aid us
to become seas surging with the billows of Thy

wondrous grace, streams flowing from Thine
all-glorious heights, goodly fruits upon the tree
of Thy heavenly Cause, trees waving through
the breezes of Thy bounty in Thy celestial vine-
yard. O God! Make our souls dependent upon
the verses of Thy divine unity, our hearts
cheered with the outpourings of Thy grace, that
we may unite even as the waves of one sea and
become merged together as the rays of Thine
eftulgent light; that our thoughts, our views,
our feelings may become as one reality, mani-
festing the spirit of union throughout the world.
Thou art the Gracious, the Bountiful, the Be-
stower, the Almighty, the Merciful, the Com-
passionate. ~‘Abdv’l-Bahd
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Prayer to be said at the close of the meeting of the
House of Spirituality [Spiritual Assembly].

O Gop! O God! Thou dost look upon us from
Thine unseen Kingdom of oneness, beholding
that we have assembled in this spiritual meet-
ing, believing in Thee, confident in Thy signs,
firm in Thy Covenant and Testament, attracted
unto Thee, set aglow with the firc of Thy love,
sincere in Thy Cause, servants in Thy vineyard,
spreaders of Thy religion, worshipers of Thy
countenance, humble to Thy Beloved, submis-
sive at Thy door and imploring Thee to confirm
us in the service of Thy chosen ones. Support
us with Thine unseen hosts, strengthen our
loins in Thy servitude and make us submissive
and worshiping servants, communing with
Thee.

O our Lord! We are weak and Thou art the
Mighty, the Powerfull We are mortals and
Thou art the great life-giving Spirit! We are
needy and Thou art the Powerful and Sus-
tainer!

O our Lord! Tum our faces unto Thy divine
face; feed us from Thy heavenly table by Thy
godly grace; help us through the hosts of Thy
supreme angels and confirm us by the holy ones
of the Kingdom of Abha.

Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful!
Thou art possessor of great bounty and verily,

Thou art the Clement and Gracious!
—'Abdw'l-Bahd
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The Tablet of t)}tira'q is one of Bani'u’lldh’'s mose pewerful Tablsts., [t was
writien in the orisan-city of Acca at a2 tine when the lives of 2anrf€'u’'11dh and
1is family were in great peril. This particular Tablet is to be rscitsd in
zimes of zreat turmoil.

The fi-st approved translation of this Tablet was made in 1979 and
putlished in World Cizizen ¥agazine.
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FIRE TABLET

n the Name of God, the Most Ancient, the
Most Great.

Indeed the hearts of the sincere are consumed

in the fire of scparation: Where is the gleaming of
the light of Thy Countenance, O Beloved of the
worlds?
- Those who are near unto Thee have been aban-
doned in the darkness of desolation: Where is the
shining of the morn of Thy reunion, O Desire of
the worlds?

The bodies of Thy chosen ones lie quivering
1N on distant sands: Where is the ocean of Thy pres-

H ence, O Enchanter of the worlds?

Longing hands are uplifted to the heaven of
Thy grace and generosity: Where are the rains of
Thy bestowal, O Answerer of the worlds?

The infidels have arisen in tyranny on every
hand: Where is the compelling power of Thine or-
daining pen, O Conqueror of the worlds?

The barking of dogs is loud on every side:
Where is the lion of the forest of Thy might, O
Chastiser of the worlds?

Coldness hath gripped all mankind: Where is
the warmth of Thy love, O Fire of the worlds?

Calamity hath reached its height: Where are the
signs of Thy succor, O Salvation of the worlds?

Darkness hath enveloped most of the peoples:
Where is the brightness of Thy splendor, O Radi-
ance of the worlds?

The necks of men are stretched out in malice:
Where are the swords of Thy vengeance, O De-
stroyer of the worlds?

Abasement hath reached its lowest depth:
Where are the emblems of Thy glory, O Glory of
the worlds?

Sorrows have afflicted the Revealer of Thy
Name, the All-Merciful: Where is the joy of the
Dayspring of Thy Revelation, O Delight of the
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Anguish hath befallen all the peoples of the
earth: Where are the ensigns of Thy gladness, O
Joy of the worlds?

Thou seest the Dawning Place of Thy signs

veiled by evil suggestions: Where are the fingers
of Thy might, O Power of the worlds?

Sore thirst hath overcome all men: Where is
theriver of Thy bounty, O Mercy of the worlds?

Greed hath made captive all mankind: Where
are the embodiments of detachment, O Lord of
the worlds?
~ Thou seest this Wronged One lonely in exile:
Where are the hosts of the heaven of Thy Com-
mand, O Sovereign of the worlds?

I have been forsaken in a foreign land: Where
are the emblems of Thy faithfulness, O Trust of
the worlds?

The agonies of death have laid hold on all men:
Where is the surging of Thine ocean of eternal life,
O Life of the worlds?

The whisperings of Satan have been breathed
to every creature: Where is the meteor of Thy fire,
O Light of the worlds?

The drunkenness of passion hath perverted
most of mankind: Where are the daysprings of
purity, O Desire of the worlds?

Thou seest this Wronged One veiled in tyranny
among the Syrians: Where is the radiance of Thy
dawning light, O Light of the worlds?

Thou seest Me forbidden to speak forth: Then
from where will spring Thy melodies, O Night-
ingale of the worlds?

Most of the people are enwrapped in fancy and

. idle imaginings: Where are the exponents of Thy

certitude, O Assurance of the worlds?

Bahi is drowning in a sea of tribulation: Where
is the Ark of Thy salvation, O Savior of the
worlds?

Thou seest the Dayspring of Thine utterance in
the darkness of creation: Where is the sun of the
heaven of Thy grace, O Lightgiver of the worlds?
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The lamps of truth and purity, of loyalty and
honor, have been put out: Where are the signs of
Thine avenging wrath, O Mover of the worlds?

Canst Thou see any who have championed
Thy Self, or who ponder on what hath befallen
Him in the pathway of Thy love? Now doth My
pen halt, O Beloved of the worlds..

The branches of the Divine Lote-Tree lie broken
by the onrushing gales of destiny: Where are the
banners of Thy succor, O Champion of the
worlds?

This Face is hidden in the dust of slander: Where
are the breezes of Thy compassion, O Mercy of
the worlds?

The robe of sanctity is sullied by the people of
deceit: Where is the vesture of Thy holiness, O
Adorner of the worlds?

The sea of grace is stilled for what the hands of
men have wrought: Where are the waves of Thy
bounty, O Desire of the worlds?

The door leading to the Divine Presence is
locked through the tyranny of Thy foes: Where is
the key of Thy bestowal, O Unlocker of the
worlds?

The leaves are yellowed by the poisoning winds
of sedition: Where is the downpour of the clouds
of Thy bounty, O Giver of the worlds?

The universe is darkened with the dust of sin:
Where are the breezes of Thy forgiveness, O For-
giver of the worlds?

This Youth is lonely in a desolate land: Where
is the rain of Thy heavenly grace, O Bestower of
the worlds?

O Supreme Pen, We have heard Thy most
sweet call in the eternal realm: Give Thou ear un-
to what the Tongue of Grandeur uttereth, O
Wronged One of the worlds!

Were it not for the cold, how would the heat
of Thy words prevail, O Expounder of the
worlds?
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Were it not for calamity, how would the sun
of Thy patience shine, O Light of the worlds?

Lament not because of the wicked. Thou wert
created to bear and endure, O Patience of the
worlds.

How sweet was Thy dawning on the horizon of
the Covenant among the stirrers of sedition, and
Thy yearning after God, O Love of the worlds.

By Thee the banner of independence was plant-
ed on the highest peaks, and the sea of bounty
surged, O Rapture of the worlds.

* By Thine aloneness the Sun of Oneness shone,
and by Thy banishment the land of Unity was
adorned. Be patient, O Thou Exile of the worlds.

We have made abasement the garment of glory,
and affliction the adornment of Thy temple, O
Pride of the worlds.

Thou seest the hearts are filled with hate, and
to overlook is Thine, O Thou Concealer of the
sins of the worlds.

When the swords flash, go forward! When the

~ G a0Y. >
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@GP~ DD

shafts fly, press onward! O Thou Sacrifice of the
worlds.

Dost Thou wail, or shall I wail? Rather shall I
weep at the fewness of Thy champions, O Thou
Who hast caused the wailing of the worlds.

Verily, I have heard Thy Call, O All-Glorious
Beloved; and now is the face of Bahi flaming
with the heat of tribulation and with the fire of
Thy shining word, and He hath risen up in faith-
fulness at the place of sacrifice, looking toward
Thy pleasure, O Ordainer of the worlds.

O ‘Ali-Akbar, thank thy Lord for this Tablet
whence thou canst breathe the fragrance of My
meekness, and know what hath beset Us in the
path of God, the Adored of all the worlds.

Should all the servants read and ponder this,
there shall be kindled in their veins a fire that shall
set aflame the worlds. —Bahd’u’lldh
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Whoso reciteth this prayer with lowliness and
Servour will bring gladness and joy to the heart of
this Servant; it will be even as meeting Him face
to face.
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Heis the All-Glorious!

O God, iny God ! Lowly and tearful, I raise my suppliant
hands to Thee and cover my face in the dust of that
Threshold of Thine, exalted above the knowledge of the
learned, and the praise of all that glorify Thee. Graciously
look upon Thy servant, humble and lowly at Thy door, :
with the glances of the eye of Thy mercy, and immerse l
him in the Ocean of Thine cternal grace.

Lord! He is a poor and lowly servant of Thine, en-
thralled and imploring Thee, captive in Thy hand, praying
fervently to Thee, trusting in Thee, in tears before Thy
face, calling to Thee and beseeching Thee, saying:

O Lord, my God! Give me Thy grace to serve Thy
lovcd ones, strengthen me in my servitude to Thee, illu-
mine my brow with the light of adoration in Thy court of
holiness, and of prayer to Thy Kingdom of grandeur. Help
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me to be selfless at the heavenly entrance of Thy gate, and
aid me to be detached from all things within Thy holy
precincts. Lord ! Give me to drink from the chalice of scif-
lessness; with its robe clothe me, and in its ocean imumnerse
me. Make me as dust in the pathway of Thy loved ones,
and grant that I may offer up my soul for the earth en-
nobled by the footsteps of Thy chosen ones in Thy path,
O Lord of Glory in the Highest.

With this prayer doth Thy:servant call Thee, at dawn-
tide and in the night-season. Fulfil his heart’s desirc, O
Lord! Illumine his heart, gladden his bosom, kindle kLis
light, that he may serve Thy Cause and Thy servants.

Thou art the Bestower, the Pitiful, the Most Bountiful,
the Gracious, the Merciful, the Compassionate.

—~'Abdu’l-Baha
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The praise which hath dawned from Thy mo.t
august Self, and the glory which hath shone forth
from Thy most effulgent Beauty, rest upon Thee, O
Thou Who art the Manifestation of Grandeur, and
the King of Eternity, and the Lord of all who are
in heaven and on earth! I testify that through Thee
the sovereignty of God and His dominion, and the

majesty of God and His grandeur, were revealed, and
the Day-Stars of ancient splendor have shed their
radiance in the heaven of Thine irrevocable decree,
and the Beauty of the Unseen hath shone forth above
the horizon of creation. I testify, moreover, that with
but a movement of Thy Pen Thine injunction “Be
Thou” hath been enforced, and God’s hidden Secret
hath been divulged, and all created things have been
called into being, and all the Revelations have been
sent down.
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I bear witness, moreover, that through Thy beauty
the beauty of the Adored One hath been unveiled,
and through Thy face the face of the Desired One
hath shone forth, and that through a word from Thee
Thou hast decided between all created things, causing
them who are devoted to Thee to ascend unto the
summit of glory, and the infidels to fall into the
lowest abyss.

I bear witness that he who hath known Thee hath
known God, and he who hath attained unto Thy
presence hath attained unto the presence of God.
Great, therefore, is the blessedness of him who hath
believed in Thee, and in Thy signs, and hath hum-
bled himself before Thy sovereignty, and hath been
honored with meeting Thee, and hath attained the
good pleasure of Thy will, and circled around Thee,
and stood before Thy throne. Woe betide him that
hath transgressed against Thee, and hath denied Thee,
and repudiated Thy signs, and gainsaid Thy sover-
eignty, and risen up against Thee, and waxed proud

before Thy face, and hath disputed Thy testimonics,
and fled from Thy rule and Thy dominion, and been
numbered with the infidels whose names have been
inscribed by the fingers of Thy behest upon Thy holy
Tablets.

Waft, then, unto me, O my God and my Beloved,
from the right hand of Thy mercy and Thy loving-
kindness, the holy breaths of Thy favors, that they
may draw me away from myself and from the world
unto the courts of Thy nearness and Thy presence.
Potent art Thou to do what pleaseth Thee. Thou,
truly, hast been supreme over all things.
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lj"i The remembrance of God and His praise, and the ]:'Ai; §
lsml glory of God and His splendor, rest upon Thee, O , 1?’” :
‘ f Thou who art His Beauty! I bear witness that the eye i t l ¥
% =1 of creation hath never gazed upon one wronged like dab s
?‘! ' Thee. Thou wast immersed all the days of Thy life lg[ D

M beneath an ocean of tribulations. At one time Thou ' ]?‘i g
=B wast in chains and fetters; at another Thou wast L0 Y
I‘ﬁ threatened by the sword of Thine encmies. Yet, de- }g\ql )
i| spite all this, Thou didst enjoin upon all men to l’ “
v observe what had been prescribed unto Thee by Him :3; 3
? I , Who is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. ] }M[ i;;
% (ﬂ " May my spirit be a sacrifice to the wrongs Thou . ]’?‘il 3
o | didst suffer, and my soul be a ransom for the adversi- ‘:[}2;_-;:

5 L ties Thou didst sustain. I bescech God, by Thce and Hﬂ” "‘
o | ’ by them whose faces have been illumined with the ‘i’& “ '
rﬁ " splendors of the light of Thy countencnce, and who, ‘:‘5; :

. ’ for love of Thee, have observed all whereunto they 1 "&l ]
] were bidden, to remove the veils that have come in ‘ w $
:‘!: between Thee and Thy creatures, and to supply me ’ I:@:\ }

U ” with the good of this world and the world to come. ;f;
% R Thou art, in truth, the Almighty, the Most Exalted, “é%' Q
]Eé ' the All-Glorious, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Com- ! 1. \1 l :

=z = T passionate. i !’g;, 3
%’ XAy Bless Thou, O Lord my God, the Divine Lote-Tree ! IW 2
li’eﬂ B and its leaves, and its boughs, and its branches, and its ; ]hﬁ[ ::
HEES stems, and its offshoots, as long as Thy most excellent el

\ "H titles will endure and Thy most august attributes will ' ]g‘m g

\ ) \ last. Protect it, then, from the mischief of the ag- ]r\li &
i gressor and the hosts of tyranny. Thou ar, in truth, g Ls1l¥:
@ l' : the Almighty, the Most Powerful. Bless Thou, also, { [@l‘;
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O Lord my God, Thy servants and Thy handmaidens
who have attained unto Thee. Thou, truly, art the
All-Bountiful, Whose grace is infinite. No God is
there save Thee, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Gen-
erous.
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HANDS OF THE CAUSE [

1)

¢

rove - G
:&; ;- S e ) PEE o |
kﬁf}h 6

e - '
QRO

(";
L=l

Ny

SO et AT ey =g
Light and glory, greeting and praisc be upon the Hands
M of His Cause, through whom the light of fortitude hath
E shone forth and the truch hath been established that the
i authority to choose rests with God, the Powerful, the
Mighey, the Unconstrained, through whom the ocean of N =

A4 bounty hath surged and the fragrance of the gracious KO
} favours of God, the Lord of mankind, hath been diffused. i =
las]

I

i

vaysl We beseech Him—Exalted is he—to shield them through W
\ :W the power of His hosts, to protect them through the B2
A:| potency of His dominion and to aid them through His Rhte
t indomitable strength which prevaileth over all created ;'E’“X’,E &
{ things. Sovereignty is God’s, the Creator of the heavens i}
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