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To the Believers Gathered for the Events Marking the
Completion of the Projects on Mount Carmel

Dear Bahá’í Friends,

One hundred and forty-eight years have passed since the moment
in the darkness of the Siyáh-Chál when Bahá’u’lláh received the
Divine summons to rise and proclaim to all on earth the dawning
of the Day of God:
“Verily, We shall render Thee victorious by Thyself and by Thy
pen.... Erelong God will raise up the treasures of the earth – men
who will aid Thee through Thyself and through Thy Name,
wherewith God hath revived the hearts of such as have recog-
nised Him.”
In terms of historical time, it is but the briefest of spaces that
separates that primal moment from the splendid victory we
celebrate here this week. You who have come together from every corner of the earth and
from every segment of the human family represent a cross-section of those whom
Bahá’u’lláh has raised up to aid Him, and no one among us can hope to express adequately
the gratitude we feel at being in that company.

The majestic buildings that now stand along the Arc traced for them by Shoghi Effendi on
the slope of the Mountain of God, together with the magnificent flight of garden terraces
that embrace the Shrine of the Báb, are an outward expres-sion of the immense power
animating the Cause we serve. They offer timeless witness to the fact that the followers of
Bahá’u’lláh have successfully laid the foundations of a worldwide community transcending
all differences that divide the human race, and have brought into existence the principal
institutions of a unique and unassailable Adminis-trative Order that shapes this
community’s life. In the transformation that has taken place on Mount Carmel, the Bahá’í
Cause emerges as a visible and compelling reality on the global stage, as the focal centre of
forces that will, in God’s good time, bring about the reconstruction of society, and as a
mystic source of spiritual renewal for all who turn to it.

Reflection on what the Bahá’í community has accom-plished throws into heartbreaking
perspective the suffering and deprivation engulfing the great majority of our fellow human
beings. It is necessary that it should do so, because the effect is to open our minds and souls
to vital implica-tions of the mission Bahá’u’lláh has laid on us. “Know thou of a truth,” He
declares, “these great oppressions that have befallen the world are preparing it for the
advent of the Most Great Justice.” “God be praised!” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá adds, “The sun of
justice hath risen above the horizon of Bahá’u’lláh. For in His Tablets the foundations of
such a justice have been laid as no mind hath, from the beginning of creation, conceived.”
In the final analysis, it is this Divine purpose that all our activities are intended to serve, and
we will advance this purpose to the degree that we understand what is at stake in the efforts
we are making to teach the Faith, to establish and consolidate its institutions, and to
intensify the influence it is exerting in the life of society.
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As delivered by Dr. Albert Lincoln, Secretary General of the Bahá'í International Community
(photo: Bahá'í World News Service)
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