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Preface

Justice Book: Some Baha'i Teachings on Human Development may be considered as a foundational document defining key turning points in modern history. 

Some text in this book was distributed by the author to students in classes at Baha'i schools and conferences in the 1970s. 

Fast forward to 2010 when parts of the book's chaptures were published on the author's internet site Independent Investigation of Truth (jameskeene.blogspot.com). Remarkably, after forty years, the content continued to be fresh and relevant.

Add another decade to the present, same deal. Why? The Baha'i writings focus on essential teachings on justice for humanity. In contrast, other sources may contain jargon and ideas popular for a time which fade as fads and fashions change. The Baha'i writings, however, focus on fundamental mechanisms of human development which remain constant.

A lesson from the foregoing 50 year story may be that the author should say the least possible to avoid that text becoming out-dated as times change. Thus, the reader will not find reference to, or discussion of, currently popular issues that may be completely forgotten in a few decades. This means the reader can customize the experience by creating his/her own analysis of issues presently popular in the media and public discourse.

In this book, quotations of the Baha'i writings start with works by  Baha'u'llah (Glory of God), who founded the Baha'i Faith in 1863. The writings of Baha'u'llah span the years of his revelation from 1852 to 1892.

Perhaps to prevent an endless number of interpretations and versions of these writings by Baha'u'llah, two and only two authorized interpreters were designated. First, 'Abdu'l-Baha (Servant of Baha), son of  Baha'u'llah, was the center of the Baha'i Faith from 1892 to 1921. The writings of Baha'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha are viewed as Baha'i scripture. The second authorized interpreter was Shoghi Effendi, who served as Guardian of the Baha'i Faith from 1921 to 1957.

Almost all of the quoted writings in the present book are from Baha'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha. 

In 1963, The Universal House of Justice was elected as the top international administrative body of the worldwide Baha'i community, completing a transition from leadership by a single person to leadership by an elected body, a milestone transition in social organization.    

Baha'u'llah is the primary source for the concept of justice presented, based on shaping of human behavior over time by rewards and punishments. It was over a half century later when researchers "discovered" this learning protocol previously defined by Baha'u'llah. In 1937, based on studies using animal subjects, experimental psychologist B F Skinner named this learning paradigm "operant conditioning", also known as "instrumental conditioning". 

An important issue is the authenticity of texts  comprising Baha'i writings as listed above. Almost all meet well-established scholarly criteria, such as chain of custody. 

In a few cases, the authenticity may be in question. For example, when talks by 'Abdu'l-Baha were transcribed, did he actually review and approve each resulting text? There might also be some issues related to translation from Persian to English. Was the exact intent and meaning properly conveyed?

In this book, major points are quoted and emphasized, hopefully limiting or even eliminating any serious authenticity questions. Bold-face was sometimes added for emphasis by the author in quoted text. 

Finally, the Baha'i writings presented are only a small sample of a vast number of documents produced by the central figures of the Baha'i Faith. The reader is invited to continue exploring this wonderful body of information (www.bahai.org).

James J Keene PhD

July 9, 2021
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WHAT IS JUSTICE?

Justice as set forth in the Baha'i writings unlocks the meaning of complex and confusing events in the world and how they are parts of a process by which mankind is evolving from its present turmoil to a unified world civilization. 

In contrast, people often think of justice only in limited even though appropriate contexts such as in dispute resolution or prosecution for law violation. 

However, for Baha'u'llah (Glory of God), the founder of the Baha'i Faith in the 19th century, justice is a principle to govern and organize society itself, God's judgment of society, not just a court's judgment of a law violation. In its most general definition, then, justice describes the ongoing interaction between God and man, an interaction which has three components: God's standard, man's alternatives, and the consequences of these alternatives. 

1. God's Standard

Baha'u'llah declares that God is the source of the standard to which man's actions may be compared in order to learn their consequences: 

Know verily that the essence of justice and the source thereof are both embodied in the ordinances proscribed by Him who is the Manifestation of the Self of God amongst men, if ye be of them that recognize this truth. He doth verily incarnate the highest, the infallible standard of justice unto all creation. (G,175)

As the body of man needeth a garment to clothe it, so the body of mankind must needs be adorned with the mantle justice and wisdom. Its robe is the Revelation vouchsafed unto it by God. (G,81)

A Book sent down in truth unto men of insight! It biddeth the people to observe justice and to work righteousness, and forbiddeth them to follow their corrupt inclinations and carnal desires, if perchance the children of men might be roused from their slumber. (G,306-307) 

Baha'u'llah claimed to be God's current messenger for this modern era. Hence, his teachings may be considered as God's standard for this day: 

Upon reflection, men of equity and discernment will witness, with outward and inward eyes, the effulgence of the orb of justice in all that We have revealed. (BWF,179) 

The essence of all that We have revealed for thee is Justice... (BWF,142) 

In pursuing this theme, we shall quote liberally from Baha'u'llah and his Son, 'Abdu'l-Baha, given Baha'u'llah's statement: 

Who else but Baha can speak forth before the face of men, and who else but He can have the power to pronounce that which He was bidden by God, the Lord of Hosts. (ESW,121) 

God's standard applies to the behavior of all people since Baha'u'llah wrote that "None shall be secure this Day from the decree of God" (G,41). Assuring us that God's standard is geared to our capacity, Baha'u'llah states that "He will never deal unjustly with anyone, neither will He task a soul beyond its power" (G,106).

It may be a good idea to keep this in mind when we consider in more detail a little later some of Baha'u'llah's specific insights about and instructions for each phase of our communities. 

2. Alternatives: Our Choices

Although people often find themselves overwhelmed by the multitude of alternative actions that they might take, man is continually making choices between two basic alternatives: to act in accordance with God's standard or not. Baha'u'llah's teachings regulate the relationships among men and thus provide a sub-definition of justice which describes the quality of the interaction between man and man. 'Abdu'l-Baha points out that an expanded social consciousness is one of the main elements of this justice: 

...justice and impartiality...means to have no regard for one's own personal benefits and selfish advantages, and to carry out the laws of God without the slightest concern for anything else. It means to see one's self as only one of the servants of God, the All-Possessing, and except for aspiring spiritual distinction, never attempting to be singled out from the others. It means to consider the welfare of the community as one's own. It means, in brief, to regard humanity as a single individual, and one's own self as a member of that corporeal form, and to know of a certainty that if pain or injury afflicts any member of that body, it must inevitably result in suffering for all the rest. (SDC,39) 

In the Baha'i writings, this justice is an essential prerequisite for order in the world, for the unity of mankind, and even for the survival of the human race: 

And the tent of the order of the world is hoisted and established on two pillars: reward and retribution. (BWF,198)

We entreat God to deliver the light of equity and the sun of justice from the thick clouds of waywardness...The establishment of order in the world and the tranquillity of the nations depend on it. (ESW,28-29)

Until these (justice and right) are realized on the plain of existence, all things shall be in disorder and remain imperfect. (BWF,290) 

The purpose of justice is the appearance of unity among people. In this exalted Word, the sea of God's wisdom is moving: all the books of the world are not sufficient to contain its interpretation. (BWF,182)

The tent of existence is upheld upon the pillars of justice, and not upon forgiveness. The continuance of mankind depends upon justice, and not upon forgiveness...the constitution of communities depends upon justice, not upon forgiveness. (SAQ,309-310)

Justice and equity are twin guardians that watch over men. (ESW,13) 

Justice, "the light of men" (BWF,182), is a characteristic distinctive of humankind and of the individual member of society: 

Say: Observe equity in your judgment, ye men of understanding heart! He that is unjust in his judgment is destitute of the characteristics that distinguish man's station. (G,204) 

Justice requires that one's words be congruent with his deeds: 

O Son of Spirit! Know thou of a truth: He that biddeth men be just and himself committeth iniquity is not of Me, even though he bear My name. (HW,10)

Be fair to yourselves and to others, that the evidences of justice may be revealed, through your deeds, among Our faithful servants. (G,278) 

This implies that a person should give himself a just and fair self-evaluation: 

Set before thine eyes God's unerring Balance and, as one standing in His Presence, weigh in that balance thine actions every day, every moment of thy life. Bring thyself to account ere thou art summoned to a reckoning... (PDC,39) 

Another feature of justice is moderation: 

Overstep not the bounds of moderation, and deal justly with them that serve thee. (G,235)

Whoso cleaveth to justice, can, under no circumstances, transgress the limits of moderation. (G,342) 

Thus in the grand scheme of justice as an interaction between God and man, man's first alternative is to treat himself and his fellow man justly by obeying Baha'u'llah's teachings. The second basic alternative is to reject the Divine standard. In particular, as we shall see below, for each phase of our society, Baha'u'llah has specified man's alternatives in terms of God's standard. 

3. Consequences

The third component of divine justice is the consequences of man's actions. Like man's alternatives, these consequences can be divided into roughly two categories.

(1) Reward

The first is achieving the divine purpose for man, which involves carrying "forward and ever-advancing civilization" (BWF,114), in which the "potentialities inherent in the station of man, the full measure of his destiny on earth, the innate excellence of his reality, must all be manifested in this promised Day of God" (BWF,128-129). This is the result of obedience to God's standard and is experienced by people as reward.

(2) Punishment

The second group of consequences follow from a rejection of, or indifference to, Baha'u'llah's teachings which leaves unchecked the fundamental disease of human society for which Baha'u'llah prescribed his teachings. These consequences are further suffering and loss of human potential and may be likened unto punishment for this rejection. 

Learning Process

Thus divine justice is a learning process for man. Behavior congruent with God's standard is rewarding and hence strengthened though its own inherent wisdom as revealed by Baha'u'llah. On the other hand, actions contrary to Baha'u'llah's teachings and hence inhibiting growth are punished and eventually are extinguished when the punishment resulting from these actions is found to be more severe than the sacrifice of giving them up. Baha'u'llah declares: 

O people of God! The trainer of the world is justice, for it consists of two pillars: Reward and retribution. These two pillars are two foundations for the life of the people of the world. (BWF,195)

The Great Being saith: The structure of world stability and order hath been reared upon, and will continue to be sustained by, the twin pillars of reward and punishment. (G,219) 

Justice is receiving and giving what is deserved. "...for bounty is giving without desert, and justice is giving what is deserved" (SAQ,269). "Know that to do justice is to give to every one according to his deserts" (SAQ,304).

In sum, the three components of divine justice are: 

(1) the standard which defines the best means for human development and to which man's actions may be compared in order to learn whether they will have positive or negative consequences,

(2) our choices, or alternative actions, which either accept or reject the divine standard, and 

(3) the rewards and punishments which are the consequences of these actions and by which people learn to fulfil their destiny through the plan of Baha'u'llah, who sums up the relationship between our alternatives and their consequences: 

He who shall accept and believe, shall receive his reward; and he who shall turn away, shall receive none other than his own punishment. (G,339)

 If ye believe, to your own behoof will ye believe; and if ye believe not, ye yourselves will suffer. (G,148)

The fear of God hath ever been the prime factor in the education of His creatures. (ESW,27)

Through initial acceptance of the divine standard or through the negative consequences of rejection, people come to 

...know those things which lead to loftiness or to baseness, to shame or to honor, to affluence or to poverty. (BWF,167) 
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THE POWER OF JUSTICE

Baha'u'llah proclaims the power of divine justice in the current search by humanity for order: Justice is... 

...a powerful force. It is, above all else, the conqueror of the citadels of the hearts and souls of men, and the revealer of the secrets of the world of being, and the standard-bearer of love and bounty. (ESW,32) 

He warns unjust persons of position in the world not to take justice lightly: 

Take heed, O concourse of the rulers of the world! There is no force on earth that can equal in its conquering power the force of justice and wisdom. (G,219)

No light can compare with the light of justice. (ESW,28) 

The best beloved of all things in My sight is justice. (HW,3)

If this Cause be of God, no man can prevail against it... (G,220) 

The following statement by Baha'u'llah dramatizes the power of justice by making it clear that divine justice, and not mercy, is the guiding force in the current affairs of the world: 

God is my witness! Had it not been in conflict with that which the Tablets of God have decreed, I would have gladly kissed the hands of whosoever attempted to shed my blood in the path of the Well-Beloved. (G,102) 

In Baha'u'llah's words, this is 

the day when the Balance of Justice shall be set, the day when unto every one shall be rendered his due, when the doings of all men, be they rich or poor, shall be weighed. (G,251) 

Every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God is endowed with such potency as can instill new life into every human frame, if ye be of them that comprehend this truth. All the wondrous works ye behold in this world have been manifested through the operation of His supreme and most exalted Will, His wondrous and inflexible Purpose. (G,141)

JUSTICE IN THE CONDITION OF HUMANITY

According to the process of divine justice, the cumulative progress of mankind up to our time is generally the consequence of acceptance of the guidelines laid down by God's great educators in the past, such as Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad. Baha'is call this process "progressive revelation". The founders of the world's great religions are described as "manifestations of God".

Similarly, consequences of denial of the divine standard proclaimed by Baha'u'llah include the following features of the current sickness of humanity: 

1. Suffering and Self-Punishment

The promised day is come, the day when tormenting trials will have surged above your heads, and beneath your feet, saying: "Taste ye what your hands have wrought!" (PDC,3)

They are themselves the victims of what their own hearts have devised, and yet they perceive it not. (BWF,132)

...as they have failed to appreciate this loving-kindness and these bounties, they have been, and will be, afflicted with the retribution which their acts must entail. (ESW,106) 

2. Blinded Perception

The dust of sedition hath clouded the hearts of men, and blinked their eyes. (G,40) 

3. Leaders and Persons of Position Lose Power

From two ranks amongst men power hath been seized: kings and ecclesiastics. (PDC,20)

We had seized the reins of authority by the power of God and His Divine might, as He alone can seize, Who is the Mighty, the Strong. (ESW,105) 

4. Eventual Perception of Past Errors

Erelong, they will perceive the consequences of what their hands have wrought in the Day of God... This is the Day whereon the earth shall tell out her tidings. (G,40)

The time is at hand when whatsoever lieth hid in the souls and hearts of men will be disclosed. (ESW,107)

Erelong will ye witness the result of your deeds; for the Lord My God lieth in wait and is watchful of your behavior... (BA,174)

O Children of Fancy! Know verily, that while the radiant dawn breaketh above the horizon of eternal holiness, the satanic secrets and deeds done in the gloom of night shall be laid bare and manifest before the peoples of the world. (HW,65)

We have set forth the whole matter before thee, that perchance thou might realize what thou hast done... (G,230)

The world is in great turmoil, and the minds of its people are in a state of utter confusion. We entreat the Almighty that He may graciously illuminate them with the glory of His Justice, and enable them to discover that which will be profitable unto them at all times and under all conditions. (G,97-98) 

Thus, one consequence of the past rejection of the divine standard and of the continuance of the malfunction for which this standard was prescribed is that these past errors and the perpetrators of these errors are eventually exposed. 

5. The Present Plight of Justice

Justice is, in this day, bewailing its plight, and Equity groaneth beneath the yoke of oppression. (G,92)

We entreat God to deliver the light of equity and the sun of justice from the thick clouds of waywardness, and cause them to shine forth upon man. (ESW,28) 

6. The Extinction of the Old World Order

The day is approaching when We will have rolled up the world and all that is therein, and spread out a new order in its stead. (G,313) 

In sum, the justice in the condition of humanity today is that the above features of the sickness of individuals and society are the consequences of their failure to implement the new standard announced by Baha'u'llah.
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In contrast to this disintegrative process, the unity, vigor and growth of the Baha'i world community are consequences of the extent to which its members have translated that which has been written in the Baha'i writings into reality and action. 

FORCES SETTING THE BALANCE OF JUSTICE

As ever in human society up to this day, each aspect of the current structure of society is unjust to some degree. This condition has lasted because the bonds between elite persons of position and the general population have become fixed and resistant to change.

For example, it is not fair for clergymen to hinder "their people from attaining the shores of eternal salvation" by holding the "reins of authority in their mighty grasp" (BWF,63).

As the community of Baha'u'llah expands, consolidates and proclaims this increasing strength, it will stimulate a redirection of the course of these relationships between persons of position and the general population away from their current injustice and toward a closer realization of the divine purpose for man.

Thus the principle forces involved in setting the balance of justice in this day are the persons of position and high rank in the world, the respective general populations they control and the creative community of Baha'u'llah. Regarding the theme of divine justice, Baha'u'llah has delineated the crucial features of each of these groups: 

1. Persons of Position

Persons of position are largely responsible for the sick condition of humanity today. This is the time 

when the reins of mankind will have fallen into the grasp of the foolish and ignorant... Such a condition as this is witnessed in this day when the reins of every community have fallen into the grasp of foolish leaders, who lead after their own whims and desire. On their tongue the mention of God hath become an empty name; in their midst His holy Word a dead letter. Such is the sway of their desires, that the lamp of conscience and reason hath been quenched in their hearts... (BC,29)

The leaders of men have, from time immemorial, prevented the people from turning unto the Most Great Ocean. (PDC,80)

From time immemorial they who have been outwardly invested with authority have debarred men from setting their faces towards God. (PDC,18)

They have disliked that man should gather together around the Most Great Ocean, inasmuch as they have regarded, and still regard, such a gathering as the cause of, and the motive for, the disruption of their sovereignty. (PDC,18)

The unjust ones of the world have usurped the rights of nations, and are with all power and strength occupied with their own lustful desires. (BWF,173)

The oppressed One of the world says: The orb of justice is concealed; the sun of equity is behind the clouds; thieves occupy the position of guardians and protectors, and traitors are seated in the place of trustworthy ones. (BWF,197)

The workers of inequity are her (the earth) burdens, could ye be perceive it. (G,40)

If your rules and principles be founded on justice, why is it, then, that ye follow those which accord with your corrupt inclinations and reject such as conflict with your desires? By what right claim ye, then, to judge fairly between men? (G,124) 

2. The General Population

To the general population of mankind, Baha'u'llah points out "those that lead them astray" (G,41), the unjust persons of position of the world. Baha'u'llah intimates that the general population of the world must learn that their deprivation is largely due to the resistance of unjust persons of position to the equitable arrangement of human affairs in the Baha'i teachings: 

The sun of justice hath been obscured, inasmuch as the embodiments of tyranny hath been established upon the throne of hatred, and yet the people understand not. (ESW,102) 

As the "people" taste what the hands of men have wrought in the increasing decline of their archaic civilization, the power of their leaders to affect them slowly ebbs, and the whole unjust social system comprised of oppressive persons of position and non-comprehending general population disintegrates, leaving a formless mass ready to be reshaped into a higher, more perfect social entity. 

3. A Creative Community

The followers of Baha'u'llah, known as Baha'is, 

have been endued with the Divine Elixir that can, alone, transform into purest gold the dross of the world, and have been empowered to administer the infallible remedy for all the ills that afflict the children of men. (G,183) 

The essential task of this creative community is to guide and heal the people, that formless, directionless mass of humanity which is the remains of an old order fast becoming extinct. This role of the Baha'i community is unmistakably defined by Baha'u'llah: 

The friends of God must become as wise physicians and care for and heal this sick person (the world), in accord with the divine teachings... The first remedy is to guide the people, so that they may turn unto God... Be...a wise guide to every one lead astray... (BWF,356)

Concern yourselves with the things that benefit mankind, and not with your corrupt and selfish desires. O ye followers of this Wronged One! Ye are the shepherds of mankind; liberate ye your flocks from the wolves of evil passions and desires... (ESW,29)

The whole of mankind is in the grip of manifold ills. Strive, therefore, to save its life through the wholesome medicine which the almighty hand of the unerring Physician hath prepared. (G,81)

The people of Baha must, in all cases, act and advise people in that which is worthy. (BWF,168)

Gird up the loins of thine endeavor, that perchance thou mayest release the captive from his chains, and enable him to attain unto true liberty (B,92) 

Baha'u'llah has provided each Baha'i community with a House of Justice (presently known as a "spiritual assembly") which is an institution adequate to embody the ideal of justice for mankind and which will be proclaiming Baha'u'llah's revelation and its requirements for justice to every phase of local society in which they operate: 

The Lord hath ordained that in every city a House of Justice be established wherein shall gather counselors to the number of Baha... It behooveth them to be the trusted ones of the Merciful among men, and to regard themselves as the guardians of God for all that dwell on earth. (BA,21)

The affairs of the people are placed in charge of the men of the House of Justice of God. They are the trustees of God among His servants and the day springs of command in His countries. (BWF,195)

The men of the House of Justice of God must, night and day, gaze toward that which hath been revealed from the horizon of the heaven of the Supreme Pen for the training of the servants, for the upbuilding of countries, for the protection of men and for the preservation of human honor. (BWF,197) 

For these spiritual assemblies (Houses of Justice) to build countries and preserve human honor, the persons of position and their general population in every phase of our society -- religion, the economy, human relations concerning gender and race, education and government -- must be fully informed of their specific alternatives for action in this day and the consequences of each as defined by the revelation of Baha'u'llah and the process of divine justice. This can be accomplished through proclaiming loudly and openly the standard of justice described in the following chapters. Baha'u'llah's exhortation is: 

Arise, and proclaim unto the entire creation the tidings that He Who is the All-Merciful hath directed His steps towards the Ridvan and entered it. Guide, then, the people unto the garden of delight which God hath made the Throne of His Paradise. We have chosen thee to be our most mighty Trumpet, whose blast is to signalize the resurrection of all mankind. (G,31) 
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JUSTICE FOR CLERGY AND CONGREGATION

Although this may be contrary to the conventional belief of many, Baha'u'llah declares that one of the greatest injustices burdening mankind is a religious system which no longer promotes the growth of the individual and society toward its full destiny: 

What "oppression" is greater than that which hath been recounted? What "oppression" is more grievous than that a soul seeking the truth, and wishing to attain unto the knowledge of God, should know not where to go for it and from whom to seek it? ...by "oppression" is meant the want of capacity to acquire spiritual knowledge and apprehend the Word of God. By it is meant that when the Day-star of Truth hath set, and the mirrors that reflect His light have departed, mankind will become afflicted with "oppression" and hardship, knowing not whither to turn for guidance. (BC,31-32)

If the lamp of Religion remain concealed agitation and anarchy would prevail, and the orb of justice and equity and the sun of peace and tranquillity would be withheld from giving light. (BWF,198) 

The clergy uphold these old established religions which no longer promote growth and now actually inhibit it. The clergy are primarily responsible for this injustice: "The source and origin of tyranny have been the divines" (GPB,231) who have "spoken that which would put an animal to shame, how much more man himself!" (PDC,88)

This oppression by the clergy has also been directed to the messengers of God, including Baha'u'llah, who declares: 

By their (leaders of religion) sanction and authority, every Prophet of God hath drunk from the chalice of sacrifice... Woe unto them for the iniquities their hands have formerly wrought! Woe unto them for that which they are now doing. (BWF,63)

Where these men, therefore, to discover suddenly a Man...Who...had risen to abolish every established principle imposed by their Faith...they would of a certainty be veiled and hindered from acknowledging His truth. (G,26-27)

When We observed carefully, We discovered that Our enemies are, for the most part, the divines. (GPB,231) 

As stated above, the people themselves, the congregations, are also recipients of oppression by the clergy. "Leaders of religion in every age", according to Baha'u'llah, "have hindered their people from attaining the shores of eternal salvation" (BWF,63). "The reins of the heedless masses have been, and are, in the hands of the exponents of idle fancies and vain imaginings" (PDC,80).

Baha'u'llah describes in detail the causes of this oppression at the hands of the clergy: 


1. The clergy judge truth in general, and Baha'u'llah's revelation as a path to it in particular, by the wrong standard: 

Say: O leaders of religion! Weigh not the Book of God with such standards and sciences as are current amongst you, for the Book itself is the unerring balance established amongst men. In this most perfect balance whatsoever the peoples and kindreds of the earth possess must be weighed, while the measure of its weight should be tested according to its own standard, did ye but know it. (BWF,58)

But having weighed the testimony of God by the standard of their own knowledge, gleaned from the teachings of the leaders of their faith, and found it at variance with their limited understanding, they arose to perpetrate such unseemly acts. (G,19) 

2. Most of the outward form of the old established religions is from man, not God: 

Certain traditions of bygone ages rest on no foundations whatever, while the notions entertained by past generations, and which they have recorded in their books, have, for the most part, been influenced by the desires of a corrupt inclination. Thou dots witness how most of the commentaries and interpretations of the words of God, now current amongst men, are devoid of truth. (G,171) 

3. Both clergy and congregation act largely on blind imitation: 

Consider how men for generations have been blindly imitating their fathers, and have been trained according to such ways and manners as have been laid down by the dictates of their Faith. (G,26) 

4. Because of their lust for leadership and ignorance, clergymen interpose themselves between their congregations and the Truth (see GPB,230), by holding "the reins of authority in their mighty grasp. Some for the lust of leadership, others through want of knowledge and understanding, have been the cause of the deprivation of the people ... No two are found to agree on one and the same law, for they seek no God but their own desire..." (BWF,63). They "occupy the seats of knowledge and learning" and "have named ignorance knowledge, and called oppression justice" (BC,182).

Baha'u'llah emphasizes the importance of proclaiming to both clergy and congregations these facts about the oppression of unresponsive leaders of religion: 

To pierce such veils is the mightiest of all acts, and to rend them asunder the more meritorious of all deeds! (BWF,64) 

These veils are so grievous that Baha'u'llah felt it necessary to provide an unyielding religious leader with a potent prayer for him to use for forgiveness, in which we find: 

O Lord, my Lord! I bear witness that by reason of mine iniquity the fruits of the tree of Thy justice have fallen, and through the fire of my rebelliousness the hearts of such of Thy creatures as enjoy near access to Thee were consumed... My turning away from Thee hath burnt up the veil of mine integrity, and my denial of Thee hath rent asunder the covering cast over mine honor. (ESW,4-5) 

God's alternatives for the above errors of the clergy are for the clergy 

(1) to use the Book of his current messenger, Baha'u'llah, as the standard by which all things are weighed, and to "peruse, with fairness and justice, that which hath been sent down" by God (PDC,84),

(2) to sever themselves from unfounded traditions and outmoded creeds,

(3) to see with their own eyes rather than imitate their predecessors and

(4) to sacrifice their unfairly exalted position, their pomp and pageantry, and to promote as a humble servant his Cause.

Just as there is no question in the Baha'i revelation as to the current alternatives for the clergy in the scheme of divine justice, the consequences of pursuing either of these alternatives are similarly specific. The consequences of rejection of God's latest revelation are as follows: 

1. Old religious systems and archaic beliefs decline: 

This is the Cause that hath caused all your superstitions and idols to tremble. (PDC,82) 

This is the Day whereon the All-Merciful hath come down in the clouds of knowledge, clothed with manifest sovereignty... The heaven of every religion hath been rent, and the earth of human understanding been cleft asunder, and the angels of God are seen descending. (G,45)

They (Muslim ecclesiastics) rose up against Us with such cruelty as hath sapped the strength of Islam... (GPB,231) 

2. Clergymen lose their power: 

From two ranks amongst men power hath been seized: kings and ecclesiastics. (PDC,20)

O concourse of divines! Ye shall not henceforth behold yourselves possessed of any power, inasmuch as We have seized it from you, and destine it for such as have believed in God, the One, the All-Powerful, the Almighty, the Unconstrained. (PDC,81)

3. Clergymen fall into despair: 

Erelong will all that ye possess perish, and your glory be turned into the most wretched abasement, and ye shall behold the punishment for what ye have wrought... (GPB,231)

Were they to become aware of one of their acts, and perceive the mischief it hath wrought, they would, with their own hands, dispatch themselves to their final abode. (PDC,88) 

Among the consequences of acceptance of Baha'u'llah's summons to the clergy are his blessings and the eradication of religious strife: 

Well is it with that divine whose head is attired with the crown of justice, and whose temple is adorned with the ornament of equity. (PDC,111)

The distinguishing feature that marketh the preeminent character of this Supreme Revelation consisteth in that We have, on the one hand, blotted out from the pages of God's holy Book whatsoever hath been the cause of strife, of malice and mischief amongst the children of men, and have, on the other, laid down the essential prerequisites of concord, of understanding, of complete and enduring unity. Well is it with them that keep My statues. (G,97) 

Having left no doubt for the clergy as to their alternatives in terms of God's standard and the consequences of these, Baha'u'llah, the "Lord of the Vineyard", emphasizes the power of divine justice on the clergy: 

Say: O concourse of bishops! ... My mercy desireth not that ye should fall upon the earth. My justice, however, declareth: "This is that which the Son (Jesus) hath declared"... O concourse of priests! The Day of Reckoning hath appeared, the Day whereon He Who was in heaven hath come. (BWF,60)

If this Cause be of God, no man can prevail against it; and if it be not of God, the divines amongst you, and they that follow their corrupt desires and such as have rebelled against Him will surely suffice to overpower it. (G,220) 

One logical and noteworthy consequence of Baha'u'llah's prescription to end "religion" as a source of oppression, is the fact that the Baha'i Faith has no clergy.

In previous times, few could read and one function of a clergy was to read scripture to people. Today, literacy is increasingly widespread. Hence, people can read scripture and apply the principle of independent investigation of truth. That is, there is no longer a need for a "middle man" – the clergy – between the seeker and the Baha'i writings. The principle of universal education presented below supports achievement of this goal.

Religion is the light of the world, and the progress, achievement, and happiness of man result from obedience to the laws set down in the holy Books. (SDC,71)
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JUSTICE FOR RICH AND POOR

Great extremes of wealth and poverty, expressed in such arrangements as slavery, feudalism, aristocracies, caste and monopoly on capital, have characterized societies through history and are detrimental, according to Baha'u'llah, to both the rich and the poor.  He describes one aspect of the liability of excessive wealth: <!--more-->
O Ye That Pride Yourselves on Mortal Riches!  Know ye in truth that wealth is a mighty barrier between the seeker and his desire, the lover and his beloved. (HW,41)

...the honor and exaltation of man must be something more than material riches, material comforts are only a branch, but the root of the exaltation of man is the good attributes and virtues which are the adornments of his reality. (SAQ,90-91)

When a rich man believes and follows the Manifestation of God it is a proof that his wealth is not an obstacle and does not prevent him from attaining the pathway of salvation... (FWU,36) 

On the other hand, poverty robs the human being of material resources for a basis to build a sense of human dignity and to cultivate potential. In sum, 

...the laws of the present civilization ... lead to a small number of individuals accumulating incomparable fortunes, beyond their needs, whilst the greater number remains destitute, stripped and in the greatest misery. This is contrary to justice, to humanity, to equity; it is the height of iniquity, the opposite of what causes divine satisfaction. (SAQ,313)

In delineating the essential features of the solution to this pattern of great extremes of wealth and poverty, Baha'u'llah directs specific instructions to the well-to-do: 

O Ye Rich Ones of the Earth! The poor in your midst are My trust; guard ye My trust, and be not intent only on your own ease. (HW,41)

Know ye that the poor are the trust of God in your midst.  Watch that ye betray not His trust, that ye deal not unjustly with them and that ye walk not in the ways of treacherous. (PDC,23)

O Son of Spirit! Vaunt not thyself over the poor. (HW,10)

The Baha'i teachings are specific as to how His trust should be guarded: 

...in the Religion of God, it is proscribed and established that wealthy men each year give over a certain part of their fortune for the maintenance of the poor and unfortunate. (SAQ,317)

And among the teachings of Baha'u'llah is voluntary sharing of one's property with others among mankind. This voluntary sharing is greater than equality, and consists in this, that man should not prefer himself to others, but rather should sacrifice his life and property for others. But this should not be introduced by coercion so that it becomes a law and man is compelled to follow it. Nay, rather, man should voluntarily and of his own choice sacrifice his property and life for others, and spend willingly for the poor, just as is done in Iran among the Baha'is. (BWF,288)

O Son of Man! Bestow My wealth upon My poor, that in heaven thou mayest draw from stores of unfading splendor and treasures of imperishable glory. But by My life! To offer up thy soul is a more glorious thing couldst thou but see with Mine eye. (BWF,163)

To give and to be generous are attributes of Mine. (HW,39)

To state the matter briefly, the Teachings of Bahá'u'lláh advocate voluntary sharing, and this is a greater thing than the equalisation of wealth. For equalisation must be imposed from without, while sharing is a matter of free choice.

Man reacheth perfection through good deeds, voluntarily performed, not through good deeds the doing of which was forced upon him. And sharing is a personally chosen righteous act: that is, the rich should extend assistance to the poor, they should expend their substance for the poor, but of their own free will, and not because the poor have gained this end by force. For the harvest of force is turmoil and the ruin of the social order. On the other hand voluntary sharing, the freely-chosen expending of one's substance, leadeth to society's comfort and peace. It lighteth up the world; it bestoweth honour upon humankind. (SWA,115)

But how are the wealthy to know to whom to give what part of their fortunes? To fulfil their responsibility the rich must know the specific needs of the poor.  Thus Baha'u'llah exhorts us:

O Children of Dust! Tell the rich of the midnight sighing of the poor. (HW,39)

and calls upon the rich themselves: 

O ye rich ones of the earth! Flee not from the face of the poor that lieth in the dust, nay rather befriend him and suffer him to recount the tale of the woes with which God's inscrutable Decree hath caused him to be afflicted. (G,314-315)

For both rich and poor, work is worship:

Work done in the spirit of service is the highest form of worship ... (ADP, 78) 

All should work to earn their living, according to their capacity. Those unable to do so should be helped. 

These measures may provide practical means by which the blemish of extreme wealth and poverty can be removed and which are in accord with the requirement of maintaining human dignity for all  involved. This approach does not require an impersonal and suspicious welfare bureaucracy.

In addition to this voluntary and personal contact of the rich with the poor, and in place of the humiliating and degrading welfare state, the Baha'i teachings do call for some formalization of economic justice: 

Organize in an effort to help them and prevent increase of poverty.  The greatest means for prevention is that whereby the laws of the community will be so framed and enacted that it will not be possible for a few to be millionaires and many destitute... Under this adjustment there can be no extremes in human conditions as regards wealth and sustenance. (FWU,36)

One of Bahá'u'lláh's teachings is the adjustment of means of livelihood in human society. Under this adjustment there can be no extremes in human conditions as regards wealth and sustenance. For the community needs financier, farmer, merchant and laborer just as an army must be composed of commander, officers and privates. All cannot be commanders; all cannot be officers or privates. Each in his station in the social fabric must be competent -- each in his function according to ability but with justness of opportunity for all....

      Difference of capacity in human individuals is fundamental. It is impossible for all to be alike, all to be equal, all to be wise. Bahá'u'lláh has revealed principles and laws which will accomplish the adjustment of varying human capacities. He has said that whatsoever is possible of accomplishment in human government will be effected through these principles. When the laws He has instituted are carried out, there will be no millionaires possible in the community and likewise no extremely poor. This will be effected and regulated by adjusting the different degrees of human capacity. The fundamental basis of the community is agriculture, tillage of the soil. All must be producers. Each person in the community whose need is equal to his individual producing capacity shall be exempt from taxation. But if his income is greater than his needs, he must pay a tax until an adjustment is effected. That is to say, a man's capacity for production and his needs will be equalized and reconciled through taxation. If his production exceeds, he will pay a tax; if his necessities exceed his production, he shall receive an amount sufficient to equalize or adjust. Therefore, taxation will be proportionate to capacity and production, and there will be no poor in the community. (PUP,217)

Then rules and laws should be established to regulate the excessive fortunes of certain private individuals, and limit the misery of millions of poor masses; thus a certain moderation would be obtained. However, absolute equality is just as impossible... The main point is, by means of laws and regulations to hinder the constitution of excessive fortunes of certain individuals, and to protect the essential needs of the masses. ...the body of workmen and the manufacturers should share equitably the profits and advantages... It is, then, clear and evident that the repartition of excessive fortunes amongst a small number of individuals, while the masses are in misery is an iniquity and an injustice. In the same way, absolute equality would be an obstacle to life, to welfare, to order and to the peace of humanity. In such a question a just medium is preferable. It lies in the capitalists being moderate in the acquisition of their profits, and in their having a consideration for the welfare of the poor and needy... (SAQ,314-316)

...Bahá'u'lláh set forth principles of guidance and teaching for economic readjustment. Regulations were revealed by Him which ensure the welfare of the commonwealth. As the rich man enjoys his life surrounded by ease and luxuries, so the poor man must, likewise, have a home and be provided with sustenance and comforts commensurate with his needs. This readjustment of the social economy is of the greatest importance inasmuch as it ensures the stability of the world of humanity; and until it is effected, happiness and prosperity are impossible. (PUP,181-182)

We might point out at this point that it is important to grasp each element of the Baha'i teachings on economic justice for what it is and in the context of the total Baha'i society, rather than to try to fit them into some man-made system such as capitalism, socialism or communism which are humanly incomplete.

In short, Baha'u'llah's prescription to achieve justice for the rich and poor encourages the rich to initiate voluntary, generous and personal contact with the poor. Baha'u'llah provides the rich with this specific alternative to unjust attitudes and policies.
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Baha'u'llah promises consequences of accepting or rejecting His standard regarding rich and poor: 

Ye will most certainly be called upon to answer for His trust on the day when the Balance of Justice shall be set, the day when unto every one shall be rendered his due, when the doings of all men, be they rich or poor, shall be weighed. (PDC,23)

If the rich reject Baha'u'llah's instructions and persist in their heedlessness of economic injustice, how will they "be called upon to answer for His trust" and "unto every one be rendered his due"? Among the negative consequences, Baha'u'llah states that heedlessness will

...lead them into the path of destruction, and deprive them of the Tree of Wealth" (HW,39).

Baha'u'llah foreshadows the improved condition of the poor which must eventually follow the deprivation of the rich who persist in maintaining their unjust economic ascendancy:

...for I lead him on his way and behold thee in thy evil plight and confound thee for evermore" (HW,10).

Baha'u'llah further emphasizes the despair which must befall those who pride themselves upon, and cling to, their mortal riches:

The rich, but for a few, shall in no wise attain the court of His presence nor enter the city of content and resignation" (HW,41).

However, if the rich be not intent only on their own ease and implement Baha'u'llah's remedy, they will reap positive consequences.

1. He describes the spiritual fortification which the rich will receive if they arise to befriend the poor and "suffer them to recount the tale" of their woes so their specific needs might be known: 

By the righteousness of God! Whilst ye consort with me, the Concourse on high will be looking upon you, will be interceding for you, will be extolling your names and glorifying your action. (G,315)

2. Baha'u'llah promises a God-given well-being to those who are generous:

Well is it with him that adorneth himself with my Virtues (HW,39).

In addition, consideration of the following statement of 'Abdu'l-Baha will reveal that only through obedience to Baha'u'llah's standard will the well-to-do be able to enjoy with security what material blessings that they have: 

Good God! is it possible that, seeing one of his fellow creatures starving, destitute of everything, a man can rest and live comfortably in his luxurious mansion? He who meets another in the greatest misery, can he enjoy his fortune? (SAQ,317)

Once the "rich ones of the earth" are informed of God's requirements for economic justice and the specific consequences of acceptance or rejection, there will no longer be any excuse for their continued negligence; for unlike the games men play with the policies of other men, none can resist the consequences of God's decree.
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JUSTICE FOR MEN AND WOMEN

It has been the male half of the human race that has mostly run society throughout history. Although mankind has evolved as much as it has, this may be more in spite of, rather than because of, the fact that men and not women have traditionally occupied most of the key powerful positions in society. 'Abdu'l-Baha has remarked: 

The world in the past has been ruled by force, and man has dominated over woman by reason of his more forceful and aggressive qualities both of body and mind. But the balance is already shifting; force is loosing its dominance, and mental alertness, intuition and the spiritual qualities of love and service, in which woman is strong, are gaining ascendancy (BNE,183).

The conditions in past centuries were due to woman's lack of opportunity. She was denied the right and privilege of education and left in her undeveloped state. (PUP,133) 

A major feature of this age of transition must be the advent of justice for men and women: 

Divine Justice demands that the rights of both sexes should be equally respected since neither is superior to the other in the eyes of Heaven. Dignity before God depends, not on sex, but on purity and luminosity of heart. Human virtues belong equally to all! (PT,162) 

God's alternative to the deprivation of women in society requires the recognition of gender equality: 

And among the teachings of His Holiness Baha'u'llah is the equality of women and men. (BWF,288)

Humanity is like a bird with its two wings -- the one is male, the other female. Unless both wings are strong and impelled by some common force, the bird cannot fly heavenwards. According to the spirit of this age, women must advance and fulfil their mission in all departments of life, becoming equal to men. They must be on the same level as men and enjoy equal rights. This is my earnest prayer and it is one of the fundamental principles of Baha'u'llah. (BNE,181)

He (God) has endowed both sexes with perfections and intelligence, given them physical members and organs of sense, without differentiation or distinction as to superiority; therefore why should women be considered inferior? ... This is not according to the plan and justice of God. He has created them equal; in his estimation there is no question of sex. (PUP,174) 

'Abdu'l-Baha has explored the implications for education of this recognition of the equality of men and women: 

Woman's lack of progress and proficiency has been due to her need for equal education and opportunity. (BWF,241)

Therefore, surely God is not pleased that so important an instrument as women should suffer from want of training in order to attain the perfections desirable and necessary for her great life's work! (PT,162)

He (Baha'u'llah) promulgated the adoption of the same course of education for man and woman. Daughters and sons must follow the same curriculum of study, thereby promoting the unity of the sexes. (PUP,175)

Women must go on advancing; they must extend their knowledge of science, literature, history, for the perfection of humanity ... I expect to see you advance in all phases of life; then will your brows be crowned with the diadem of eternal glory. (BNE,183) 

Along with this development in the world of affairs, 'Abdu'l-Baha said that "women must make the greatest effort to acquire spiritual power and to increase in the virtue of wisdom and holiness..." (PT,163).

Thus, God's alternative to the unjust prestige gradient which has prevailed exalting male roles over female roles, is for society to educate both sexes equally according to the capacity of the individuals involved and to open to women occupations which use this training and which have been filled primarily by men in the past.

'Abdu'l-Baha has described in some detail the specific consequences of acceptance by men and women of God's standard of justice for the sexes. First, it will be recognized that woman is in fact the "counterpart of man in ability and capacity" (BWF,241). 'Abdu'l-Baha points out that social esteem will be accorded on the basis of ability and service rather than on the basis of gender, with the following result: 

If woman is given equal opportunity of education, distinction and estimate of inferiority will disappear. (PUP,174)

Today among the Baha'is of Persia there are many women who are the very pride and envy of the men. They are imbued with all the virtues and excellences of humanity. They are eloquent, they are poets and scholars and embody the quintessence of humility. In political ability and acumen they have been able to compete with representative men. (PUP,136) 

The recognition of this equality of ability is crucial because it will counteract any tendency of women  to be unsure of their latent capacity and insecure about their identity and self-concept, because the social system in which they function puts them at every turn in a secondary position in comparison with men.

As a second consequence, 'Abdu'l-Baha foreshadows improved relationships between men and women, "unity of the sexes" (PUP,175), for example, in the family, "when women and men coordinate and advance equally, for each is the complement and helpmate of the other" (BWF,241).

A third definite consequence will be the improved condition of mankind: 

The world of humanity has two wings -- one is women and the other men. Not until both wings are equally developed can the bird fly. Should one wing remain weak, flight is impossible. Not until the world of women becomes equal to the world of men in the acquisition of virtues and perfections, can success and prosperity be attained as they ought to be. (BWF,288)

Hence the new age will be an age less masculine and more permeated with the feminine ideals, or, to speak more exactly, will be an age in which the masculine and feminine elements of civilization will be more evenly balanced. (BNE,183-184) 

The development of women of their spiritual power, talents, and capacities will, according to 'Abdu'l-Baha, help establish "the unity of mankind" (PT,163). Perhaps most specific and important are the following statements by 'Abdu'l-Baha: 

When all mankind shall receive the same opportunity of education and the equality of men and women is realized, the foundations of war will be utterly destroyed. Without equality this will be impossible because all differences and distinction are conducive to discord and strife. Equality between men and women is conducive to the abolition of warfare for the reason that women will never be willing to sanction it. Mothers will not give their sons as sacrifices upon the battlefield after twenty years of anxiety and loving devotion in rearing them from infancy, no matter what the cause they are called upon to defend. There is no doubt that when women obtain equality of rights war will entirely cease among mankind. (PUP,175)

Ere long they will receive their rights. Men will see women in earnest, bearing themselves with dignity, improving civil and political life, opposed to warfare, demanding suffrage and equal opportunities. (BNE,183) 

Finally, obedience to God's alternative with regard to justice for men and women aids the growth of the Cause of God: 

In this day there are women among the Baha'is who far outshine men. They are wise, talented, well-informed, progressive, most intelligent and the light of men. They surpass men in courage. When they speak in meetings, the men listen with great respect. (PUP,175)

In Persia the men have aided it (the Baha'i Faith) more but in the west perchance the women. In the west women evidently have precedence in religion but in the east men surpass the women. (PUP,170)

Among the miracles ... which distinguish this sacred Dispensation is this, that women have evinced a greater boldness than men when enlisted in the ranks of the Faith. (ADJ,69)
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JUSTICE FOR MAJORITY AND MINORITY

People tend to identify themselves and form social groups based on criteria such as same religion, race, culture, economic status and nationality. The majority group often fails to treat the minority group fairly.

In the general case, either the majority or minority might be the dominant group and oppress the other. Further, members of both the dominant and oppressed groups typically exhibit prejudiced attitudes and stereotypes that reinforce division and conflict between the groups.

As a remedy for this malady, the Baha'i Faith teaches the oneness of God, the oneness of religion and the oneness of mankind.

As a case study, this chapter features quotations on race relations particularly in the United States.

Note: References like "Negro" or "colored" simply reflect terms widely used at an earlier time. If these terms were to be updated, say, to "black" or "Afro-American", other terms might emerge in another decade as the most fashionable. Best just to ignore these descriptors.

Alternative A: Prejudice, Racism

After over half a century of exile, imprisonment and other trials, 'Abdu'l-Baha, 65 years old, traveled to Europe and then to the United States to expound the teachings of his father for which he had dearly suffered. Among his discussions in Paris, he said that interest and sympathy shown only for persons of one's own race while those of another race are suffering is "utterly devoid of any good and true felling". (PT,115)

Consequences of Prejudice and Racism

Perhaps Shoghi Effendi set the stage:

It is this same cancerous materialism ... which Baha'u'llah in unequivocal and emphatic language denounced in His Writings, comparing it to a devouring flame and regarding it as the chief factor precipitating the dire ordeals and world-shaking crises that must necessarily involve the burning of cities and the spread of terror and consternation in the hearts of men (CF,125) 

1. Bloodshed and Burning of Cities

When 'Abdu'l-Baha arrived in the United States, a new dimension was added in his statements on the consequences of racism:

This question of the union of the white and the black is very important for if it is not realized, erelong great difficulties will arise, and harmful results will follow ... If this matter remaineth without change, enmity will be increased day by day and the final result will be hardship and may end in bloodshed. (ADJ,39)

2. Destruction of America
However, he reserved his full exposition of the outcome of racism for a later time when he had returned to the Holy Land. Shortly after his passing, he was quoted in a newsletter to the Baha'i community, the Star of the West, Vol.13, No. 3, p. 61, 1922:

If the white and colored races do not come to an agreement, there can be no question or doubt of bloodshed. When I was in America I told the white and colored people that it was incumbent upon them to be united or else there would be shedding of blood. I did not say more than this, so that they not be saddened. But, indeed, there is a greater danger than only the shedding of blood, it is the destruction of America ... But of this the Americans are submerged in the sea of ignorance. They shall regret it. Of what use will their regret be after the destruction of America? Will it be any use then? I mention things before they happen and I write about them before they occur. The bombing of two or three houses is of no importance, but the importance lies in what is coming, which is the destruction of America ... Now is the time for Americans to take up this matter and unite both the white and colored races. Otherwise, hasten ye towards destruction.

3. Prosperity Destroyed

The most important teaching of Baha'u'llah is to leave behind racial, religious, national and patriotic prejudices. Until these prejudices are entirely removed mankind will not find rest. Nay, rather, discord and bloodshed will increase day by day, and the foundation of the prosperity of the world of man will be destroyed. ('Abdu'l-Baha, translated Tablet)

Alternative B: God's Standard

1. Oneness of Mankind

O Children of Men! Know ye not why We created you all from the same dust? That no one should exalt himself over the other. Ponder at all times in your hearts how ye were created. (HW,20)

Baha'u'llah taught that an equal standard of human rights must be recognized and adopted. In the estimation of God all men are equal; there is no distinction or preferment for any soul in the dominion of His justice and equity. (PUP,182)

Baha'u'llah wrote:

Regard ye not one another as strangers. Ye are the fruits of one tree, and the leaves of one branch (G,218)

Let the oppressor desist from his tyranny, and cut off the perpetrators of injustice (PB,53)

Our mission is to seize and possess the hearts of men. (PB,6)

Shoghi Effendi elaborates:

The principle of the Oneness of Mankind ... implies an organic change in the structure of present day society, a change such as the world has not yet experienced... It calls for no less than reconstruction and the demilitarization of the whole civilized world – a world organically unified in all the essential aspects of its life, its political machinery, its spiritual aspiration, its trade and finance, its script and language, and yet infinite in the diversity of the national characteristics of its federated units. It represents the consummation of human evolution (WOB,42-43)

Shoghi Effendi wrote that the principle of oneness

...should be consistently demonstrated in every phase of their activity and life... It should be deliberately cultivated through the various and every-day opportunities, no matter how insignificant, that present themselves, whether in their homes, their business offices, their schools and colleges, their social parties and recreation grounds (ADJ,36)

2. Unity of Diversity

The oneness of mankind means the unity, but not uniformity, of all peoples. 'Abdu'l-Baha was a master in presenting abstract concepts:

Consider the flowers of a garden. Though differing in kind, color, form and shape, yet, inasmuch as they are refreshed by the waters of one spring, revived by the breath of one wind, invigorated by the rays of one sun, this diversity increaseth their charm and addeth to their beauty. How unpleasing to the eye if all the flowers and plants, the leaves and blossoms, the fruit, the branches and the trees in the garden were all of the same shape and color. Diversity of hues, form and shape enricheth and adorneth the garden, and heighteneth the effect thereof. (WOB,42)

Baha'u'llah once compared the colored people to the black pupil of the eye surrounded by the white. In this black pupil is seen the reflection of that which is before it, and through it the light of the spirit shineth forth (ADJ,37)

This notion calls upon every culture to contribute the best from its way of life to the enrichment of the world commonwealth.

3. Both Majority and Minority Participate

Each one should endeavor to develop and assist the other toward mutual advancement. The is possible only by conjoining of effort and inclination. (BWF,269)

In 1938, Shoghi Effendi wrote to the Baha'i community in the United States:

Let the white make a supreme effort in their resolve to contribute their share to the solution of this problem, to abandon once and for all their usually inherent and at times subconscious sense of superiority, to correct their tendency towards revealing a patronizing attitude towards members of the other race, to persuade them through their intimate, spontaneous and informal association with them of the genuineness of their fellowship and sincerity of their intentions, and to master their impatience of any lack of responsiveness on the part of a people who have received, for so long a period, such grievous and slow-healing wounds. Let the Negroes, through corresponding effort on their part, show by every means in their power the warmth of their response, their readiness to forget the past, and their ability to wipe out every trace of suspicion that may still linger in their hearts and minds (ADJ,39-40)

4. Safeguard Minorities
In 1938, Shoghi Effendi wrote:

If any discrimination is at all to be tolerated, it should be discrimination not against, but rather in favor of the minority, be it racial or otherwise. Unlike the nations and people of the earth, be they of the East or of the West, democratic or authoritarian, communist or capitalist, whether belonging to the Old World or the New, who either ignore, trample upon, or extirpate, the racial, religious or political minorities within the sphere of their jurisdictions, every organized community, enlisted under the banner of Baha'u'llah should feel it to be its first and inescapable obligation to nurture, encourage and safeguard every minority belonging to any faith, race, class or nation within it. So great and vital is this principle that in such circumstances, as when an equal number of ballots have been case in an election, or where the qualifications for any office are balanced as between the various races, faiths or nationalities within the community, priority should unhesitatingly be accorded to the party representing the minority, and this for no other reason except to stimulate and encourage it, and afford it an opportunity to further the interests of the community. In the light of this principle, and bearing in mind the extreme desirability of having the minority elements participate and share responsibility in the conduct of Baha'i activity, it should be the duty of every Baha'i community so to arrange its affairs that ... Baha'i representative institutions ... may have represented on them as many of these diverse elements, racial or otherwise, as possible. (ADJ,35-36)

The adoption of such a course, and faithful adherence to it, would not only be a source of inspiration and encouragement to those elements that are numerically small and inadequately represented, but would demonstrate tot he world at large the universality and representative character of the Faith of Baha'u'llah, and the freedom of His followers from the taint of those prejudices which have already wrought such havoc in the domestic affairs, as well as the foreign relationships, of the nations (ADJ,36) 

5. Interracial Marriage
Marriage and family are major topics. In the present context, over 50 years ago 'Abdu'l-Baha wrote to a Baha'i community with both black and white members in the southern United States. This message included:

...gather together these two races, black and white, into one assembly, and put such love into their hearts that they shall not only unite but even intermarry ... This is a great service to humanity. (BWF,359)

6. Full Acceptance of Baha'u'llah 
The full benefits of God's standard require acceptance of Baha'u'llah as a Manifestation of God. No doubt, social scientists will ponder this remarkable cause-and-effect statement.

Naught but the celestial potency of the Word of God, which ruleth and transcendeth the realities of all things, is capable of harmonizing the divergent thoughts, sentiments, ideas, and convictions of the children of men. (ADJ,51-52)

This opposition, enmity and prejudice among the white race and the colored cannot be effaced except through faith, assurance and the teachings of the Blessed Beauty (ADJ,39)

The Blessed Beauty refers to Baha'u'llah, who affirms:

This unity can never be achieved so long as the counsels which the Pen of the Most High hath revealed are suffered to pass unheeded (G,286)

In short, because Baha'u'llah is the spokesman for the oppressed of the entire planet, his community and institutions are their most mighty instrument for liberation.

In speaking up for mankind and for justice, Baha'u'llah himself entered the ranks of the oppressed:

He hath, during the greater part of his life been sore-tried in the clutches of His enemies. His sufferings have now reached their culmination in this afflictive Prison (Akka, Palestine), into which His oppressors have so unjustly thrown Him. (GPB,187)

Recall thou to mind My sorrows, My cares and anxieties, My woes and trials, the state of My captivity, the tears that I have shed, the bitterness of Mine anguish and now My imprisonment in the far-off land ... Couldst thou be told what hath befallen the Ancient Beauty, thou wouldst flee into the wilderness and weep with a great weeping ... Every morning I arose from My bed, I discovered the hosts of countless afflictions massed behind My door; and every night when I lay down, lo! My heart was torn with agony at what it had suffered from the fiendish cruelty of its foes. With every piece of bread the Ancient Beauty breaketh is couples the assault of a fresh affliction, and with every drop He drinketh is mixed the bitterness of the most woeful of trials. He is preceded in every step He taketh by the army of unforeseen calamities, while His rear follow legions of agonizing sorrows (G,119-120)

It is no wonder that Baha'u'llah should refer to himself as "the Wronged One", "the Oppressed One of the world", "the Prisoner", "Him Who the world hath cast away and the nations abandoned" (ESW,36)

Consequence B: Revolutionary Change
1. Human Perfection Revealed

'Abdu'l-Baha continues the garden analogy above:

...when diverse shades of thought, temperament and character are brought together under the power and influence of one central agency, the beauty and glory of human perfection will be revealed and made manifest (WOB,42)

2. Assurance of World Peace

With justice for white and black,

Love and unity will be fostered between you, thereby bringing about the oneness of mankind. For the accomplishment of unity between the colored and whites will be assurance of the world's peace. Then racial prejudices, national prejudices, limited patriotism and religious bias will pass away and remain no longer .... this is the means of the glory of humanity. (BWF,269-270)

They abrogate and nullify religious, racial, political, patriotic and economic prejudices and the like. Those teachings that are scattered throughout the Epistles and Tablets are the cause of the illumination and the life of the world of humanity. (SWA,109)
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JUSTICE FOR TEACHERS AND STUDENTS

Alternative A: Present Malady

The principal reason for the decline and fall of peoples is ignorance. Today the mass of the people are uninformed even as to ordinary affairs, how much less do they grasp the core of the important problems and complex needs of the time. (SDC,109)

Consequences of Present Malady
Man is the supreme Talisman. Lack of a proper education hath, however, deprived him of that which he doth inherently possess. (G,259)

If he is deprived of this education, he becomes the manifestation of satanic qualities, the sum of animal vices, and the source of all dark conditions. (SAQ,236-237)

...the primary cause of oppression and injustice, of unrighteousness, irregularity and disorder, is the people's lack of religious faith and the fact that they are uneducated. (SDC,18)
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Alternative B: God's Standard

1. Education is a purpose of religion

The Prophets and Messengers of God have been sent down for the sole purpose of guiding mankind to the straight Path of Truth. The purpose underlying their revelation hath been to educate all men... (G, 156-157)

2. Education reveals inherent potential

Man is the supreme Talisman. ...Regard man as a mine rich in gems of inestimable value. Education can, alone, cause it to reveal its treasures, and enable mankind to benefit therefrom. (G,259-260)

3. Promotion of education

The primary, the most urgent requirement is the promotion of education. It in inconceivable that any nation should achieve prosperity and success unless this paramount, this fundamental concern is carried forward. (SDC,109)

4. Value science, arts and crafts

Arts, crafts and sciences uplift the world of being, and are conducive to its exaltation. Knowledge is as wings to man's life, and a ladder for his ascent. Its acquisition is incumbent upon everyone. The knowledge of such sciences, however, should be acquired as can profit the peoples of the earth, and not those which begin with words and end with words. (ESW,26-27)

The purpose of learning should be the promotion of the welfare of the people, and this can be achieved through crafts. It hath been revealed and is now repeated that the true worth of artists and craftsmen should be appreciated, for they advance the affairs of mankind. Just as the foundations of religion are made firm through the Law of God, the means of livelihood depend upon those who are engaged in arts and crafts. True learning is that which is conducive to the well-being of the world, not to pride and self-conceit, or to tyranny, violence and pillage. (Bahá'u'lláh, from a newly translated Tablet)

5. Value breadth of learning, problem solving 

... the happiness and greatness, the rank and station, the pleasure and peace, of an individual have never consisted in his personal wealth, but rather in his excellent character, his high resolve, the breadth of his learning, and his ability to solve difficult problems. (SDC,23-24)

6.  Establish schools, promote literacy

It is, furthermore, a vital necessity to establish schools ..., even in the smallest country towns and villages, and to encourage the people in every possible way to have their children learn to read and write. If necessary, education should even be made compulsory. (SDC,111)

7. Education is compulsory

We prescribe unto all men that which will lead to the exaltation of the Word of God amongst His servants, and likewise, to the advancement of the world of being and the uplift of souls. To this end, the greatest means is education of the child. (Baha'u'llah, translated from Persian)

The education of each child is compulsory ... In addition to this widespread education each child must be taught a profession, art, or trade so that every member of the community will be enabled to earn his own livelihood. (ADP, 78)

8. Accomplishment Requires Knowledge

The attainment of any object is conditioned upon knowledge, volition and action. Unless these three conditions are forthcoming there is no execution or accomplishment. ('Abdu'l-Bah, Foundations of World Unity (Wilmette: Bahá'í Publishing Trust, 1979), p. 101)

9. Independent Investigation of Truth and Tablet of the "true seeker" guidelines.

Consequences of God's Standard

1. Decreased dissensions, divisions

Bend your minds and wills to the education of the peoples and kindreds of the earth, that haply the dissensions that divide it may, through the power of the Most Great Name, be blotted out from its face, and all mankind become the upholders of one Order, and the inhabitants of one City". (G, 333-334)

2. Increased security and peace

...lawlessness will be dispelled, and thus through the high endeavours of the nation's leaders, all will live cradled, secure and in peace. (TB,168-169)

3. Teachers blessed

Blessed is that teacher who shall arise to instruct the children... (Baha'u'llah)

4. Honor, prosperity, independence and freedom

...education and the arts of civilization bring honour, prosperity, independence and freedom to a government and its people. (SDC,111)
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JUSTICE FOR GOVERNMENT AND GOVERNED

The All-Knowing Physician hath His finger on the pulse of mankind. He perceiveth the disease, and prescribeth, in His unerring wisdom, the remedy. Every age hath its own problem, and every soul its particular aspiration. The remedy the world needeth in its present-day afflictions can never be the same as that which a subsequent age may require. Be anxiously concerned with the needs of the age ye live in, and center your deliberations on its exigencies and requirements. (G,213)

Alternative A: Animal-level dominance hierarchy model of social organization

We can well perceive how the whole human race is encompassed with great, with incalculable afflictions. We see it languishing on its bed of sickness, sore-tried and disillusioned. They that are intoxicated by self conceit have interposed themselves between it and the Divine and infallible Physician. Witness how they have entangled all men, themselves included, in the mesh of their devices. They can neither discover the cause of the disease, nor have they any knowledge of the remedy. They have conceived the straight to be crooked, and have imagined their friend an enemy. (G,213)

Consequence A: "Old world order" collapse
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Alternative B: Transition to rule by elected groups – the nine-member Houses of Justice at city, nation and international levels

...all the members of the human family, whether peoples or governments, cities or villages, have become increasingly interdependent. For none is self-sufficiency any longer possible, inasmuch as political ties unite all peoples and nations, and the bonds of trade and industry, of agriculture and education, are being strengthened every day. Hence the unity of all mankind can in this day be achieved. (WOB,39)

A world federal system, ruling the whole earth and exercising unchallengeable authority over its unimaginably vast resources, blending and embodying the ideals of both the East and the West, liberated from the curse of war and its miseries, and bent on the exploitation of all the available sources of energy on the surface of the planet, a system in which Force is made the servant of Justice, whose life is sustained by its universal recognition of one God and by its allegiance to one common Revelation -- such is the goal towards which humanity, impelled by the unifying forces of life, is moving. (WOB,204)

... qualified individuals must strive by day and by night, using all those means which will conduce to progress, until the government and the people develop along every line from day to day and even from moment to moment. (SDC,107-108)

It beseemeth the officials of the Government to convene a gathering and choose one of the divers languages, and likewise one of the existing scripts, or else to create a new language and a new scripts or else to create a new language and a new script to be taught children in schools throughout the world. They would, in this way, be acquiring only two languages, one their own native tongue, the other the language in which all the peop es of the world would converse. Were men to take fast hold on that which hath been mentioned, the whole earth would come to be regarded as one country, and the people would be relieved and freed from the necessity of acquiring and teaching different languages. (ESW,138)

Consequence B: Universal peace

The greatest revolution of our times is the gradual unfolding of a fundamental transition in human social organization from rule by individuals in a dominance hierarchy model prevalent among animal species to rule by elected groups known as Houses of Justice.

Why should individuals rule over other individuals? To the extent that a very small elite control entire populations. Why should persons like mayors, presidents, prime ministers or dictators have power to control and limit the freedom and properity of other persons?

With the Baha'i teachings on human development, there is a better model of social organization. The objectives represented by the concept of Houses of Justice as the primary ruling body is a milestone in human history. This transition will be the greatest single advance in social organization in the history of mankind.

All men have been created to carry forward an ever-advancing civilization. The Almighty beareth Me witness: To act like the beasts of the field is unworthy of man. Those virtues that befit his dignity are forbearance, mercy, compassion and loving-kindness towards all the peoples and kindreds of the earth. (G, 215).

CONSEQUENCES OF ACCEPTANCE OF GOD'S STANDARD

As each phase of society chooses the alternative embodying justice set forth by God as outlined above, the general consequence is the gradual unfolding of the world civilization of peace and justice inaugurated by Baha'u'llah and includes the following features:

1. The end of tyranny: 

We cherish the hope that the light of justice may shine upon the world and sanctify it from tyranny. (G,218) 

2. Increased strength for those who are just: 

Shouldst thou cause the rivers of justice to spread their waters amongst thy subjects, God would surely aid thee with the hosts of the unseen and of the seen, and would strengthen thee in thine affairs. (G,234) 

3. Admiration of those who are just: 

Let my counsel be acceptable to thee, and strive to rule with equity among men, that God may exalt they name and spread abroad the fame of they justice in all the world. (G,236) 

4. Perception for oneself in place of blind imitation: 

...by its (justice) aid thou shalt see with thine own eyes and not through the eyes of others, and shalt know of thine own knowledge and not through the knowledge of they neighbor. (HW,4) 

5. Improved perception of reality: 

Whoso cleaveth to justice...discerneth the truth in all things, through the guidance of Him Who is All-Seeing. (G,342) 

6. Recognition of the station of the Manifestation of God: 

If the eye of just be opened, it will readily recognize...that He, Who is the Cause and ultimate Purpose of all these things, is made manifest in this day. (BC,58) 

7. The complete transformation of human society: 

There can be no doubt whatever that if the day star of justice, which the clouds of tyranny have obscured, were to shed its light upon men, the face of the earth would be completely transformed. (G,219) 
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CONSEQUENCES OF REJECTION OF GOD'S STANDARD

When one reviews the consequences of rejection of God's alternative for each phase of society as described above, the common denominator, according to Baha'u'llah, is further suffering: 

O Ye Peoples of the World! Know verily that an unforeseen calamity is following you and that grievous retribution awaiteth you. Think not the deeds ye have committed have been blotted from My sight. By My beauty! All your doings hath My pen graven with open characters upon tablets of crystallite. (HW,44)

O Oppressors on Earth! Withdraw your hands from tyranny, for I have pledged Myself not to forgive any man's injustice. This is My covenant which I have irrevocably decreed in the preserved tablet and sealed it with My seal of glory . (HW,44)

Thou hast arisen to put out the light of this Cause; ere long will thine own fire be quenched, at His behest. (ESW,102)

The day is approaching when the wrathful anger of the Almighty will have taken hold of them. He, verily, is the Omnipotent, the All-Subduing, the Most Powerful. He shall cleanse the earth from the defilement of their corruption and shall give it for a heritage unto such of His servants as are nigh unto Him. (PDC,3-4)

From the continual imitation of ancient and worn-out ways, the world had grown dark as darksome night... The nations had, like tattered garments long outworn, fallen into a pitiful condition. (SWA,252)

In spite of rejection by peoples today of Baha'u'llah's instructions for society, he promises that through this further suffering mankind will come to a delayed, but ultimate enlightenment: 

And when the appointed hour is come, there shall suddenly appear that which shall cause the limbs of mankind to quake. Then, and only then, will the Divine Standard be unfurled, and the Nightingale of Paradise warble its melody. (G,119)

Those great oppressions are preparing it for the advent of the Most Great Justice. (PDC,5)

Bestir yourselves, O people, in anticipation of the days of Divine justice, for the promised hour is now come. Beware lest ye fail to apprehend its import and be accounted among the erring. (G,17)
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ADMONITIONS TO JUSTICE

The Baha'i writings define what is justice, the power of justice, its application by the most recent manifestation of God to key activities in society and consequences of acceptance or rejection. A fitting conclusion might be some of Baha'u'llah's admonitions to be just: 

Be fair in your judgment. (G,222)

Observe, and judge fairly Our Cause. (G,228)

Suffer not yourselves to be deprived of the robe of forbearance and justice, that the sweet savors of holiness may be wafted from your hearts upon all created things. (G,305)

Cleave ye to justice and fairness, and turn away from the whisperings of the foolish, them that are estranged from God, that have decked their heads with the ornament of the learned. (G,342)

We ask thee to reflect upon that which hath been revealed, and to be fair and just in thy speech. (ESW,11)

We hope that thou wilt cause the light of justice to shine more brightly. (ESW,32)

Beware lest thou be led to connive at injustice. Set thy heart firmly upon justice, and alter not the Cause of God, and be of them whose eyes are directed towards the things that have been revealed in His Book. (G,230-231)

Be vigilant, that ye may not do injustice to anyone, be it to the extent of a grain of mustard seed. Tread ye the path of justice, for this, verily, is the straight path. (G,250)

...the fear of God commands people to do that which is just. (BWF,198)

Be fair, be fair; and again, be fair, be fair. (ESW,153)

Let the future disclose what the Judgment of God will ordain, and the Tabernacle of His decree reveal. (BC,130)
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