kxperpts from Agnes B Alexanderis notes on the 4lst
Annual Baha'i Convention

The Convention theme: "Spiritual Victory in World Crisis",

for this convention was different from any other uhich has
gone before - brought about by the changing circumstances in
the world and our responsibilities as followers of Baha'u'llsh

The daily sessions opened with = Devotilonal leeting st 9 a.m.
on Thursday April 28th 1949. rhe Openin% morning the first
praver was for the beloved wuardian followed by the rsblet of
visitation of abdu!'l-Beha, the prayer of Bsha'u'llah, Mg

pe Thy Name, O Godl ... aﬁd othgrsg nvery prayer or feﬁgfgifid
of the Words of God in that Holy House seemed to be illumined
with great power even as though one had never heard them before.

9:30 a.m. Dorothy Baker welcomed us to the 4lst Convention. She
said [{resh powers was the key note of the Convention, in the kast
the fulfillment of prophecy and beginning of institutions. The ed=-
ifice in the mast, she said, rises out of a special act-martyrdom.
ihe edifice in the west rises out of a special act allied with
teaching. in the West releasing power already there,,e must turn
to Haifs to glve the power form and life. lirs Baker then read the
megsage from the beloved Guardian to the 4lst Convention, The last
words &f this message were: "Appeal entire community, through
assembled delegates, in thankful recogniiion cf the msnifold
blessings vouchsafed the Falth and in response to the alert
sounded for the present emergency, to arise and demonstrate more
conspicuously than ever before, throu reater susterity at home
and gncreasing‘ audacity in foreign fields, both in patin America
and surope, their grim determiration at whatever cost, no mstter
how crucial the test, however long the period, however herculesn
the labor, to carry forward unremittingly their task to its tri-
umphant conclusion.”

At this point of the Conventlon, kr Robarts, the chairmsn
of the N.S.A, of Canads and kr Wever were called on. lr Robarts,
said they could not resis the urge , on the way from their Con-
vention in ¥Winnepeg to stop off in #ilmette., He said they envied
us in the Temple building,,out they have a five year plan of their
own, lrg Baker spoke of how one Csznadian had been called by the
Guardisn, the "Chempion wemple Builder , that is, Mr W.S.Maxwell.

Robert Gulick brought to the Uonvention table a cannon ball which
was given him when he made the journey to the fort of Tabarsi. The
cannon ball was found in a hoslem grave and had been used in the
battle with the Baha'is there. The fort is not in Baha'i hands.
voth Keith nansom-sneller and zffie Baker had been there, weith went
on foot the last of the way out of reverence to those who had
suffered there.

Sr. Jose iionge from :sorto Rico was present in the vonvention., He
told us...there were 32 Bahals now, in San Juan and that the masons
were interested in the Faith. mergaret Swengel and kdris Rice-Wray
are teaching there.

Horace Holley: The Waves of the Covenant are rolling very high,. We
must look to what is happening in curope in the Cause. One isfheal="—



power and the other a burning fire., Last year there were 179 Ass-
exblies, Wemmst aim at the soul center of a person, Word was reec=
eived of the passing in New York of Mountford Mills, on April 24th,
snd a eéable from the guardian about him was read, iMring the tiue
of the League of Nations he had gone to Baghdad and saved Bahatu'-
llah's house there, From that time his health had been impaired,
The N.3,A., had 14 meetings yhis year and 41 days in session, The
N.S.A. 48 sending paper to Germany, Ir Townsend has made his withe
drawal from the chureh and with the Guardien's permission he told
the people why he did so, the Ganadism Baha'is, Mr Holley said, are
making history as yo. and I ¢annot do, Ganad®s hes e gymbolic unity
with the King, The Canadien caha'is have = biil before the Senate
for ;n:ﬁ‘ Mh:ﬁé“i hop:itiui:h:h hqxo boos‘ given in full to
o are ia Van cottage ean Acre yserville propert
amd Mrs Colling® house in Wilmette, ’ - Y

Philip Spraguet In 1946 the Guardien interpreted the Divine Plam
into four groups of objectives. A& different times, diffement
emphasis on the different objectives, At one time the forming of
lgirituul Assemblies, and snother on surope. Today it is the Temply
the"Holiest House of Worship in the World.," The bed roek is the
fund, One by one the Guardian has the strings of various set-
tvities, (Many youth and childrem have entered the plan,) It is &
going te be necessery to sseridfice prineiple for some of ‘us, mnlloﬂ\
wait, The firends can give memorial gifts. Une gave ‘$10RPecOout o
ringiple as a memorial gift, The period you and I are palli:f,

hrough to-day is a unigue one. Through our Guardian comes o

guidance from BehalU'llsh, May Maxwell siad omce to Phijip

prague that we have only ome life to live, The Baha'i Life. Mulla
Husayn's words, "Mount your horses Oh herces of God."

April 8th = 2 FeMe The Conventions messageg to the Guardian
was read, Greetings were received from Anchorage; Los Angeles;
Rome,Italys Maryswille, Washington; and from Laura Dreyfus-Barney
from Washington ,D\Ce 2s she was returning to Paris.

Philir Spraguet $1600 had been received from the "World Order Mag-
azine”, The Point is thiss The emergency is now, The Guardian’s
wife wrote Fhilip, "Mother mever lost sight of her objective."

A memorial to Quddus on May 16th was spoken of,

Efa Tyme told of Johanna Hurg, who has sent literature to
Greenland where there are 54 names. How arranging translation imto
Eskimo,

Millie Collins told of the Baha' Assembly of Indians in Macy
Nevada, There are eleven Baha'ls There. They said the prayers in
their own langusge. Some of them could not write their own names.
They semt & latter to the Guardian.

Holy Inyst The Guardian said even doctores should not practice
except emergency on those days.

isresl means, ?cllo'orn of the Light of wods The Guardian sent a
message to lsrasie

IL True: The European amo. There 154 AW« HehaBis in ten
countries. Twelve SpiritﬁloyAuembliu, one in each of the ten



countries and also in Spain and in Fortugal. Bsha'i mirscle was
witnessed, Last year at the Burgopean Conference May «2=26 for four
days, the pioneers and newly declared Haha'is consulted on the Will
and Testament, translationa, commnity development, etc. There was
a glorious spirit of unity, The Guardian sent a message to the'
BEurcopean communities that a teaching conference should be held
each year, but in a different country each time,

Mra Etta Graeffes She was the first plomeer to go to surope, Whem
she was to sall from New York, there was a seaman's strike, but,
steamer she was to sail on had a Norweglan erew so it departed.All
workwas done in time of difficulties. She spoke of Mrs Anm L
who has served in the Internatioral Office in Geneva for 19 ysars,
Also Martha Root's plomeering spirit was met in all countries, as
though she were standing with ‘AbdutleBsha, In two years of well
organizod and systematie teaching we cannot hope for any results
outside of this Plan, As Bahal'is we must abide by God's bidding,

8 Baha'i pioneers, we stand in the spotlight and every act muat re
fleGtees.s. the Guardian aske her to e ss, "Make me as dust

in the pathway of Thy loved ones.” I would add that Mrs Graeffe ra-
diated a wonderful spiritual power and strength,

¥rs Mottahedsh apoko' of the ¥United Nations Confernece 'hari 336,009
000 people were rquosontod. it was the first time the Bahatis ﬂnd
been invited, Mrs Mettahedeh, Mr Giachery and Mrs C.M.Remey wore
present s J

8 P.M. Paul Haney spoke explaining the Temble plams. The interior
will be in a completely new concept and not like the past eccles~
fastie concepts. I w not copy notes of detalls, cost ete. The.
first shipment of the interior ornamentation will be shipped not
later tham July lst, The total cost 1s estimsted at $850,000. The
structure will be couwpleted imn early 1981, 7§°<h-t' were ne¢~
essary for the interjor, Mr Haney read some fotes written Shoghi
Effendl in June 8, 1919, of Abdu'l-Baha!s words concerning the
Temple as follows: "The Temple that is fing to be mmikkk erected
in the United Ststes will be an important and magnificent one, its
influence and reaction wpon the Cause will be tremendous and the
impetus 16 shall give to ‘the Movement irresistable,”

“
Friday, April, 29tht The second day of the Conventiom, Jack arrived
'I'hrong‘qug the Convention I had the joy ofl sitting in front with
Robert Imagire who was recording the convention to take back with
him to Japan.

After the nine o'clock Devotional, Mrs Bsaker opened the sessionm by
"Phis 1s the day for Teaching". Mrs Collims, Bahiyyih Ford and Mempo
Seta each spoke, There was & great power that morning, Mrs Collims
spoke from the words ¢f the Guardian quoting his cable to the 1938
Convention when he called the Baha'is to the Book,"Prayer and
Meditations" Then she guoted from the advent of Hyvine Justiece” .
which eame in the middle of the first seven year plan, "focus a‘t-
ention on their ownselves", Bahiyyih Ford:s spoke from eable from thg.
Guardian of Marehh 16th, She called us to look back to the Dawn
Breakers, What was happening in 18497 in June that year the Bab
learned of the tragedy of Tubarsi, What happened in the seige of
Tabarsl? What does Quddus say to us? He comes out of the little hut
{auotes). In the same year, 1949 were the 7 martyrs of Tihran,

They were leading people of the countrye First was the uncle of

the Bab, What dose he say to us? {quotes) Them she quoted the

words of Vahid "True acquiessence of the Will of God", Guardlan's



words, In 1850 the Beb was mphyred and two year seiges going on, 8
She them quoted the Bab's words to the 19 letters, and added tha¢ i
4n six and a half years they lived these words, The attribuses of
self sacrifice, devotion....The Dmwn Breakers renewed these qualis:
ties for use. What new meaning wre we go:lng to give to these words?
Bahi g and Millie Collins' talks I flet were the most out-
stan talks in the Convention because of the Guardiants meas-
ages to us at this time, f

Mamie Seto then spoke of lx\ﬁ‘]ir:ltuul and material things referring
to World Order May 19463 Baha'i Administration page 47 and the Will
and Testement page 17,

10:%0 to noons Tea « Winston svans key noted the discussion,

the Crisis and the T e Fund, Qur job is to wake people up., The

Gumrdian wekes us upe. He e of some books amoung them "The Robe"

also, "E. Stanley Jones! Way". and how nesar they wewe to our !

mgﬁ - The Guardisn stresses the fact we must give a bolder presen
ORe

Mrs Alice Cox quoted words of Baha'w'llah as follows from the G
ings: "He who walks humbly with NEis God in this and :1.::.*&%..-—
unte Him, will find himself invested with all the or and the
glory of every goodly name and station,”

Sara Kennyt We lask contacts because of our thinking, They are
there, We don't use what is at hand, {other speakers will not be
quoted, but may sometimes tell you something of their words,)

lr Evanst No one ecan remain in the Cause unless he is sctive.

¢ Pem,t First there iwas a memorial peeting for our brothers,
George Latimer, Montford Mills and Mr Richardson of Chiaasgo.

Teac ‘imgt Dr Katherine True read from notes which Le lcas ha
left for her to reads Confirmation in the Cause ias S B birth.‘
The Assembly should not act as a borad of inquiry. It is the change
of 1life which attretss

Someons sald that before talking to a person we should find ou h.j
they want to know, ¢ vl

3 to 4130 pume § Understanding and coordinat Area and Regionsl
Oom%ttooh The Re oix:l “kui‘ u? ot'thc ”ﬂs Committee, cgnums
are for teaching work is to get more Baha'is, Through ‘
sultation they ';!‘ko : oon=

8130 p.m, After the election of the N.S.A. which was at 8 pem.
there was & panelxiissmumximm of the Area committees, There is ne
overlaping if there is consultation.

Saturday, April 30th: the third day of the Convention,
After devotions at 9330 the Will and Testament was the subject,
Charlotte Linfoott Ruhiyyih Khanum wrote it might take a 1,000
years to fully understand the Will and Testament. Bahatu'lieh eame
to establish the Onemness of Mankind, Now we have arrived at the
stage where we must function as one human family. Baha'u'llah
gavo to us before He left this panet a Center of His Covenant,
very movement of SAbdn'l-Baha's life was devoted to that mission,
When ?Abdu'l-Baha ascended the bellevers found that He had provide
od for them a Will and Tastamank.



Marguerite Brue 3 The firast requisite is strict obedience to all
that has been given us, for if we obey we can und:rstand,

Philip Sprague: The Will and Testament for our generatiom is the mo
most tant document given to us in this Day for it is the link
between the g:lt and the present, Jullet Thompson said to him that
the love of God was like the mother's milk, the more the child crips
out, the more the mother's milk flows." The power is the same power
which flows through the Guardian, It is something we have got to
understand, God is setting up His Kingdom today and for 1,000 yeaws
the Cuardisn is the source.

Loro! Icas: The present source of the spirit is the Guardian of the
Bahait! PFaith, ' ‘

Carl Seheffler: Badi'u'llah (spoken of in the Will and Testament)
three times violated and three times 'Abdu'l-Baha forgave him, 'Abdu’-
1-Baha said that if he violated again, He would forgive him, If

we obey the Guardian, then we have made the likk with 'Abdkdd-Baha
and through Him with the Kingdom of God.

10:15 loi48: Youth Activities: Beaware that there are children in
!ou' commmnity. can comprehend the Will and Testament, Deve-
op & security in minds of the children.

10:45 noon: Inter-america Teaching: There are 24 Assemblies in
Ameries, and 18 in Central Amerieca totaling 42, there are dramaties
stories of the forming of these Assemblies, There is a National
Teae “Committee in both South and Central America, There is one
Regionel Committee to every Country Millie CGollins spoke of the
false gods of today which we must emsncipate the people from amd
conter them in the Covenant of Today.

Every day at the noon hour Mrs Baker mskdd the Convention to rise
and face the Kast, them each one silently sald the noon day prayer
in his place.

“ pem, Grectings were read from lorway; Bovor%kluo. Bern,Switserl
land; kdinburough,Scotlands England snd Homolulu.

Elsie Austin spoke on Work shopse. Her talk was so outstanding that
the Conventions voted to have it published in the Bahati News in
two installmedts. I took a few notes as follows: what does a work
shop accomplish? In & work shop we aim to bDrimgemkxkhs out the dif-
ferenses amoung people, Then we can go forwards People like to be-
long to a group uvhinhthg are a part or sharee, The leader of the
workshop must drew out the different opinioms, amoung the groups
Draw them out, what do you think? All s mst be short and just
enough to bring people outs The last thing to bring out is that we
must mot heateds Then 1t must be summerised., We rust always
strive to bring out the truth,

3315 B5:15 Workshop seeelons: there were four different work

s, and each one could choose which to go to. I wemt to the ome
Publie Reldtions and Publicity which Mr Wm C.Henning leds The summ
maries were given the next day.



'8 pelst Ridvan Feast, There were three speakers: Mr Wm Sears,
Msrzieh Gail, and Mr Carl Scheffler,

Sunday May 1 t¢ iAfter the Devotions at 9330 a.m, Mrs Baker read to
the Convention the postsecript which had come on a letter from ke
duardism, You will have had this already.

9130 am 103130 a.me Summeries and Evaluations of Workshéps
My Wm Henning ¢ Publie Relations summarys Public Relations begins
with each Baha'l, It contains publicity, contacts ete. It is mvery
ant that all secretaries should pass the materials on to the
»11,&3 Chairmeh as it is for the time, He spoke of the words of
Abdu'l-Baha which are published in the Bsha'i Peace FProgram, 1927
"Oneness of MENEIKNXX of Public Opimion." ;

Mrs Wendler (grand neice of Utie) Public Meetings and Fireside:
{(She had a very fine mr{ and I asked if I could get ecoples of
it so it may be I can later) Slidesalds, black board, maps, pro-
jectors etes Use Film mkmtpsand strips edited by the Commiftee.

Mrs Matthiesens Suggestionsg During the meetings one should not
whisper mor look to the door when someone &nters. Rather pray for
the speaker, You are just as important in your seat as the speaker
on the rostrum,

We should place our speakers before other origanizationa, but in th
radio join with other organizations,

Kenmeth Christient Swmmery of workshop Experiment: Groups of six
were given two questions to dlscuss and gave sumary of the group.
The first guestion wast What is the best thing that can be dome

to improve the State Conventionsz? Foints of agreement weret Need
better attendance and better planss The second question was: What
cheif additional material is needed by the Baha'is? Answer: Study o
of the history of the Faith with Visual Ald.

Youth Workshopst Do not limit youth to youth Committees. Let some o
one else confirm your child, Suggested youth programs.

Child e uweation Work Shopt Mrs Finches books were suggested. Let
the child o&cn himself in pictures, Baha'i childrem should be
trained in ir responsibilities. Chlldren can work on projests
as serap books for hospitals, etce.

The mext¥prégram was Robert Imagire who told of the work im Japam.

He had brought with him from Japan records of some of the Japandé
¢se friends; volees which the convention heard, He had remted a
recorder in Tokyo for this, but whem he arrived in the states he
sold a painting and them bought a recorder to take back with him
to Japan, He recorded several of the friends, and I also had this
rivileige of speaking into the recorder and addressing the
apanese Bgha'is, the wonder of this wonderful age.



