4 copy of e letter written pl Eo Co Qom== fgril 1st. %916. and read befom
the Washington, D. C., Baha'l Assembly, April 16, 1916,

ALLAH'O'ABIAL
’5y dOal‘ B.""-

May the Abha pgreetings £ind you in good henlth and spirite, Your kind
letter of March 4th was duly roceived and your questions therein carefully
considered, Since the information in these answers are of such general
interest I thought it best to make this an "open letter" and so informed
you last week, In this manner others beside ourselves will no doubt be
benefitted,

Yes, there 1s a growing misconception among the Griends that the term
"Reincarnation” and "Return" mean the seme thing, when in fect they do not
Abdul Bpha utilized the word "Return" for the first time in 1899, when

we were discussing the theory of reincarnation in Acca, in order thet

"The return of qualities and perfections" mirht dbe distinguished from the
erroneous theory of reincarnation, in its intent and purpose in explein-
ing certain progressive pnths in the existence of the soul or spirit of

mane

In the first place when a prophet comes amongst us, especislly during our
time, we prove our sincere adherence and eroceDptence by accepting his
tcechings without question; forsalke vein philosophies and turn to revecled
Words es our pguldence., We oeanrot toke ono teaching and dilute the other
with 1t and get sny where definite in clcer comprehension.. Then how much
more ourht we to accent the Words of tle manifestotion = that Clear Mirror
of Divinc guldance = when it is our good fortune to live in his day, yes,
elmost minute, Thus Bpha'u'llsh hes upset many of the old end esteblished
bellefs of centuries, £s accepted by phNilosohhers, scientists nnd theolo=
ciens, In fact 1t was hc who wrote of evolution in nature defore either
Derwin of Huxley eleboreted on this to the Western VWorld,

Tre prophets And more so th:e Monifootetions, have aoccess to the Book of the
Ages, the Library of the Spheres, heve krowledge of sealed mystories and
convey these to nen e8 for as he can comprehend, To these fountesins of
knowledge the philosophors esrec 'erred, simply hccouse they sre not revelntor:
but mere medistors.,

The theory of reincernation” reans, briefly put, thet the soul, identity,
or ego of mnn, elternctes during his destiny, in end out of a carnal body
and thus aoquiree perfection throuch expierences and 1s thus crcpadble of
ignoring the intercesslon, cuidnq“, or even redemption as teught by the very
prophets whenm they cell "lasters,’ Dy t!:is mesns this theory attempte to
account for the justice of God to 1l'lis orcectures, ignoring the words of
Christ, "I will drew yo unto me."

Con this be the only nrocess by which men's soul can ettain to perfection -

by reincernntion? And does God's justice to ll4s orestures depend upon
ghia'igmutcblo law end precicion of Karme? These people spcy emphaticelly,
Yes,

Before reincrrmrtion wes formulrted, transmigration of soul was the estadblish
ed helief, end which wes loter extinguished by the reincernation theery.
those nations were just =28 corteln thet than migration was the only
pogsihble meens of escent of man through temporary descent, as the reinocer~
netionists belie es today that such 2 process is the only possidble manner

of the soul's sscent th-rouch descenty yet none of the prophets either

teurht either of thece tenets. Doth are the deductions mede by pantheistic
thinkers, who would substitute nrturel vrocooces for sueh transcendental
metlods rs divine reveletors espoused.
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o one can find i» the soyings of Buddha, without streindd interpretations,
that He teurht reincsrnetion. The prophets end manifestations ought to
know, as revelators, by what processes, whatever be the law of compensation,
the soul stteins to its perfections, because for the very purpose of setting
streight egein the neath which philosophers mede crooked with their philaex
sophistry, did these Holy Ones come emong us to suffer a martyr's death,
Baha'u'llah hes written in unmistakeble terme thet reincernation is not e
truth, but a superstition end felse helief, lHe knows, end that 1s suf-
ficient for the time being untilkX we cen recover from our mentel momentum
end be in 2 sufficient stote of frith to adjust our mentelity to this new
center of comprehension.

Futhermore, Abdul Bpha, whose stetion is "The Center of His Covenant," whose
title "The Internreter of th- Holy Words," etc., likewise has written and in
His discourses hrs ee2id clerrly without interpretrotion or deduction, thet
the theory of reincrrnetion 1s not true, and thet Bahe'u'lleh likewise so
stoted. I em e firm edherent of the Center of the Covenent, consequently,
28 his vision renges into reeslms wherein I em blind, I sccept, without
further question, this rejecction.

Excerpts from 2 tablet to Abdul Behel, by Beha'u'lleh., Translcted by All
Kuli Khﬂn. ebout 1903.

"But concerning thet which you ascked rbeéut the spirit and its everlastingness
gscension; know thet it will ascend et the time if 1its deperture
until it enters the presence of CGod, in ¢ form, which throughout ell centuries
end times, and throughout all gcircumstrnceg gnd events of the world, will
remein unchenged, but will be everlesting es the perpetuilty of the Kingdom
of Code wveeesess. 2nd from 1t will snpecr the trrces of Cod, lile quaelities
providences and fevors. ...... Verlly, it moves in the atmosphere of Cod's
desires (Will) and enters into the Supreme Paradis€...... 2nd 1t will have
fellowship with gll the prophets of God end His scints and speak with them,..
Ifyou ponder carefully over th- tesac’ ings of the »rophets, you will bear
witness thet there sre other worlds beside thie s «esee. llow If these Prophets
211 believed thet the "worlds" of God rre only this earth, then they would
not put themselves in the hands of the enemies and endure such herdships
end Aifficulties as beyond cpmperison,”

Just here, my deer B----, Rehe'u'llah seys that for 211 eternity the spirit
or soul of man remeins aftcr ascension unchenged, but goodly quslities will
emanpte from it, Were reincermetion true, Bahs'u'llah would heve written

it right in this tablet in answer to the pereons question. Then, too, le
erys there are other worlds beside this eerth sphere wherein the soul of men
dwells as o conscious and unfolding snibit.

This is ecnotlier rejection of Karme, which ellows only 1ts working out in
this world of the flesh, or in other words, the law of Karma involves ¢
form of refined meterielism es controry to ebsolute meterislism. Relncer-
nation collepses without Karme..

In enother teblet revealed in Akka, to Persiens, tromel eted by /11 Kull
Khan, Bahe'u'llsh, in ¢ revelation seys for the essence of God:

"I wes in My anclent Fsesence end My Everlesting Being; I forknew Ly
love in Thee (Bgha) therefore I crerted thee (Belg) eand 1zid upon
thee Ly Image and menifested to thee Ky Bounty."

Excerpts from a teblet be Bgha'u'llah, trenslsted by /11 Kulil Khen, 19C3,

"Whet Jou asked concerning ordinary menkind, (other that the prophets and
seints), efter death,s... 'If & person has i1nsanity or other form of
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illness, will his feelings ond perceptions cease; and ass death destroys
the meteriel composition and elements, then how can it be that after death
the form of identity and feeling will dbe maintained, conceived or appre-
hended, since the materisl sggregetion has disintegrated?'

"Fnow ye, thet hte spirit is permanent and perpetuel in its action, end the
feeblaness of the sick person is due to preventing (accidental) oeuses, yet,

in fpot, the feedleness will never approech the spirit '(of man)', For example
when you look at the lichted lemp, if you put something before it, then the
light will be prevented; yet in ita sphere 1t 18 redicting oleeriyx but

by :ge"means of aon objeoct of prevention, its light wes kept from shining

forth,

"In the same menner a person, while in a diseesed condition, the manifes-
tetion of the power ond michi of his spirit will be prrvented and con=-
cezled on account of the objeot of prevention; but after his spirit leceves
the body, it will appear with such power, might osnd superiority, that all
ordinery comparison 18 impossible,...csessee Some fruits ripen after they
are plucked from the tre®, sseceeseeqsllOn numerous exemples have been
mentioned, thnt thou meyest understond what is desired, «.... The Command
18 in the pgresp of the hand of God., le bestows, He withholdsl He ceuses
bllndnegs cd the open eyes; Hoe does ce lle wills, and commands as !lle
wishes,

If reincernation end the law of Karma were true, then Beha'u'llah would
have 80 stonted right here end not emphatical}y repudiated those theosies
by stating that the physical or accidentel malformations whioch interfere
wikh the normal manifestation of the humen within (or without) such a
frame, do not interfere with the sapirit's expression after desth, hence

no relnoesrnntion is necescary in order to esteblish its equitable relation
with the rest of humen existances through the law of Kerma Nowread in
the Book of Ighen," corcerning the "resurrestion,” "Return", end "revival"”,
pages 102 to 124, and ponder well over these concentrated wisdoms,

In esathor Teblet of Bahe'u'llah, He soyst

"Know verily, the soul which each individual possecses, will exist after
2ll the elements ere mingled into their nothingness., As the spermetezoe,
efter 1t has progresses to a certain esppofinted station, then God develops
from 1t thet potentiality which is hidden in it. Tthat ggg%i&x of the soul
which is needed by it will bde resurrected or endowed by

word of God, +... cnd when it 18 loter withdrown from the body by denth,
God aendanit in &2 better body or form ed couses it to enter o Supreme
Pereadise,

It will beocome known leter on that Abdul Behe hes quoted volumes from the
pen of RBahp'u'lleh during the past twenty yeers, Consequently Abdul Baha
confirms the Holy Words, ed by further quoting Abdul Baha, we quote both
on this subject. And here 1 wish to refer to an interesting incident in
Beha'i Illlstory, not genereslly known by Baha'is of reccent years.

¥hen I went to Acce on my first pilgrimage, in 1099, the theory of reincer-
wation hed almost captured me, At that time Ib Kh,., a former Baha'i
teacher, wes in our party. }He has boon won over to that theary., He hed
written ¢ Rahp'l (?) book in which he espoused reincarnation e¢s Bahe'i
dootrine. He hed taken tho manuscript over with him to submit to

£bGul Rahp ehd got hie sanction for publication. Abdul Baha rejected the
chapter on reincertntion end also the finegnciel ascheme connected wikhh

thet publication, together with the idea of such & bogk being published

88 » Raha'l text book. After discussing with Abdul Bsgha the theory end
counter theory of reincarnation for s period of three months in the Prison
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(%5} f pMka, this Ib Kh,.., finally renounced the Bgha'i caus
bOKXmgthe pr&nuonced oneiy'&f Abdnlynnha. for no othgr reason zhggathat
the theory of reincarnation wes rejected and he wes refused permission to
exploit the Friends in tho monner desired,

During theee dlscuscions I wre prosent, end pemember will how vehemently
and perfistently /Abdul Baha proclaimed reincarnation as an erronecus
theory, ond how he quoted from the lioly Texts of Dgha'u'llsh daily, such
as are perhaps not yet trenslated.. During these times Abdul Baha would
meke 1llustrations, usins his hends, drawing figures in the eir, as he
peced up end down before us while teechings At last we got the true
idea a8 to the mesning of "return" then with papr and pencil we began to
draw on paper the 1llustrations Abdul Deha had been meking in the air
until we ot o vomplete diagrem ond one l'e endorsed, This 1llustration wee
later used by ¥re O... in her lectures to 1llustrate the "return" of
quelities, powers, charecteristice, functions and stations in men and
women from time to time without necesserily reincarnating the soul,

NMow somo Briends are actuelly utilizing this same chart or drawing to
2 thet reincarnation was illustrated and teught by Apggkfggbg_lggn
dieprem, wh in fact 1t wes given us to refute 1t. any event
Abdul PRahe, e Interpreter of the Holy Words, ssys that reincarnation
12 not true! o says that there &s enother reality or proeess by which
the seme results are cttained in the destiny of the soul without reincaer-
netion! 1Is that sufficient? /nd docs thrt give us en open mind?

Now while we were discussing the pros and cons of this theory, the erstwhile
wife of IbRh,.sss came into our party from lLondon, and from her haendwriting
I here gilve you excerpts from a tablet transleted to her and rll the party
present by Mirza Al Kull Khen who was our interpreter et the time, 1899,

"Trenslation of 2 Teblet on "Reinecarnation" revealed by Abdul Baha to n
Rakou (Russien) believer, Transleted by All Kulil Ehen.

"0 thou servant of the Threshold of Cod!

Meesssssess 88 to what thou hest written concerning 'Reincrrnntion’'.
Believing in reincernation 18 one ofthe old tenets held by most Orientel
notions nnd creeds, as well ps by the Greek and Romen philosophers and
wise men, the o0ld Egyptiens and the chief ‘esyrians., But all those
snyings ztheoriea) end superstitions ere vanity in the sight of God

(not true), The greantest reesson produced by those who hold to reincarnation
hes been this; That it is necessary to the justice if God to rive every
one "is Au@sieans Imeod’ these people have 1GnONd the faoct thet hed
the erention been cerried on in a uniform fashion (through merelaw), then
how could the statement (of Pphe) 'God doeth whatever le wisheth nna
dooth whetever He desireth,' have been true?" (The divine Crector's

fea by the crented.)

God

intercension is thus annul

"Through the foot of the "
ie only intended the ret: { 88, S pote B 4
truths, end lights of the pest ecges, which reeppear in every age, and pnot
%BS.!%&H%E_QI.922&512_2!!!2n§_§nﬁ_§9%%g; For example, 1t 1s sald thie
emp 1s the return of that of last night, or that the lest year's flower
hae returned in the gerden this yesr., In thissense the rg&ign of the indi=
vidual feot, the reel identity and proper dbeing is not meant} nsy, rather
1t 1s intended that the game aquelitieg end states exinting in that lamp
or flower as cre now seen hgve returneds That 1s the seme perfections
or virtues and properties which are existing in the prst spring; have
f!%ﬂtﬂ&ﬁ during ths present epring.," (Then followed 370 words clong similar
Tlustrntive lines
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"Therefore, know thou that the True One possesseth invisible worlds which
human mediation 18 unable to comprehend and the intellect of man has no
power to 1ms1m 'oooooco.o-ooooo

(Signed) Abdul Beha Abbas Abbas,"

The Above illustration as given by Abdul Baha, 18 oneé umed by Baha'u'llah

many times, Now in t!is last paragraph 1ies the crux of the whole matter -

after ascent, for every soul with imperfections, there are worlds upon

worlds in which these souls cen attain to their destiny, withous returning

to the Mother Barth, Whereas the ancient philosophers deemed this earth the

only habitable place, and all the stars in the heavens as gods, and mara were
called by the people "Hosts of Heoven,"

The Christian people are believéng in but habiteble states, heaven, earth and
one hell, Thus as far back as 1800, when no tablets were yet published

in the Fnglish langusge from the pms of Baha'u‘'llgh and Abdul Bgha, the latter
re jected reincerhktdon point blank, Consequently, whatever hes appeared from
Mis pen gince then end translated, can only be made supplementary to his earl;
teachings, though the appeerance and construction of such words may seem to
the contrary.

I further refer y-u to "Some /nswered Questions," pages 152, 133, where
Abdul Bsha explains thet when John the Baptist was called the "return of
Ekxias," thet it was meant that the order, authority, function, courage, and
perticular divine office of hepraldship alone hed returned in John the
Beptist'e physical and spiritual orgenism, and becomé operetive again in the
world, while Flias' soul rested in the kingdom wilkh the saints,

From ard eddress by Abdul Baha at the Protestant Eposcopal Church of the
Asoension, Fifth 2‘venue and Tenth Street, New Yorkx City. Rev., Percy Stickney
Orent, Rector, Sundey June 2, 1912, 8 P, Mk,

Questiont Whet is your belief about reincarnation?”

Abdul Bghat "The subject of reincornation has two especta. One is that which
the Hindostanese people believe and even that is subdivided into two, -
reincornation end metempsychosis, /ccording to ore bellef the soul goes aid
then returns at certain timece in reincernactions; therefore they say thet a
sick person 1s sick because of act'ons in a previous incarnation and that
this is retribdbution,

"The other school of Hindolsm believes that man sometimes appeers as an animal,
a donkey for instence end this is retribution for pest cots. I am referring
to the beliefs in thot country, the beliefs of the schoolss

"But there is a reincarnotion of the prophetig guslity or attribute (not the
eoul of the prophet). For exemple, Jecus Christ speaking of John the Baptist,
declared he was Ellas, UWhen John the Baptist was questioned, he said, "I am
not Elias,' Theose two ntatements are apparently contradictory, but in reslity
they do not contradict. The light is one light, The light which illumined
this lomp last night is 1lluminating 41t tonight. Thie docs not méan that the
identicsl rays of licht have recppeared, but the virtues of 1llumination, The
light which reveals itself through the gleses, reveals itself again so thet we
cen say that the light of thie evening is the 1light of last evening relighted.
Thie is a8 repards its yi and not es regords its former identity. This
18 our view of reincarnations %We belleve in that which Jesus Christ snd all
the prophets have believed, For example, his holiness The Bab states, "I am
the return of all the prophets.' This is significent of the oneness of the
prophetic virtue (cuaslity), the oncness of power, the oneness of bestowal, the
oneness and source of radieation, the oneness of expression, the oneness of
expression, the oneness of revelation (from the Supreme Essence),."
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The seme erguments are used in Teblets by 2bdul Bsha, pege 115, Vol, 1,

"Now as to what thou asked concerning the spirit (identity) ens its 'return’
to t‘"ia 'orld....".l..‘....'.

In this seme book of Tablets, page 138,

"¥now thrt the 'return' of Christ for a second time, do not mean whet

the people belleve, but signifieth the one to gome afte e¥tlense
in as much as in t:is ocense 'Chrinot' 1s an expression of the divine reality
(authority),the simple ccsence and heevenly entity which hath no beginning
or ending ond It (that escence) hath appearances, crising and manifestation
and setting in each of the cycles,"

This would meon that the "Christ Ensence" of the quality of self seacrifice, or

eopears as gugh @ g¥g1;§g in each of thw cycles, for does not every prophet
need to sacrifice himpoelf to His Lordly miseion?

If reincarnation is not true, then how do we account for recurrent memory
which certein people cleim to possess in a dAifinite degree?

To my mind Swedanberg answers the entire reincernation philosophy in hise
volumn “"lleeven and Hell", psge 155, paragreph 25?8 He sayss

"It 18 not allowed eny angel or epirit to srcak with man from hisg own memory.

but only from the man's menoriesj for snrels have memory as well as men,

If a spirit should speak with a man from its owvn memory, the man would not

know but that the spirit’s thoushts were hlg own, w.en they are not, It

would be like the seeming recollection of athling which man rever heard of

or saw," (Thus is recurrent memory explained), "Hence the opinion held

by some of the anclents thot after some thousands ofyeors they should return
into their former 1life, ond into all its ccte, end that indeed they actually
hed so returncd. They believed so, hecause occasionally there occured to
them; as 1t were, & rocollection of things which yet they never saw or heard
(here), This appecronce wes produced by an influx of the epirit's memory
into the ideas of men's thourhts,"

Thus wrote Fmanuel Swedenberg 178 yecors ogo, ond about 125 yeers before
this anscient error of reincorneotion was resurrected and injected into
modern thoupght,

e can rendily find proof of this transricablility of "qualitites" in chemist
chemistry in the study of homeopesthy, For over one hundred ycers phyelcians
the world over hnve demonstroted thrt ony remediel drug in crude form will
tronsmit 1ts remedial nrinciple to elther sugor, woter or alcohol, through
friction, and t'1s cen be cnrried on to ¢ point where in am ounce of such
"potentialized” sugor, water or elcohol, not one atom of the original drug
is to found, and yot 1its curative propertice found to be wore powerful by
fer, then when in the oririnel drug form. In othor words, sugar, weter or
elcohol, by mere contoct assimilote o dynamic property, quality or virtue or
pubstance and retain 1t fir twenty or more yenrs, after every trece of the
chemical matter hes been destroyed. I have demonstrated this by experiments
a thousend tires during thepast twoenty-five yeers. Arain the corn will never
form in the cob unlees pollen from the corn flower faolls upon the corn silk,
The pollen is not ehsordbed, it 1g eimply a vibretion that becomes active upon
the silken chords, or a "quality" so to specak, The flowers could nover
evolve in double petols and veriety of color unless the bees carried pollen
arong them, The pollen 18 not absorbed to the seed, but only a dynemic
qQuality is trehsomittod which manifests in the later flower, Then why 1e 1t
not poscible thet the good angels of "qualitles" do come unto us in & state
of the feotus, child, or even man, &and trensmit a dynemic (spiritual)
quelity to our own adsimilotive, humon epirit? “nd it may be possible
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by this process of divine bounty such qualities return in mon ege after age,
Even when we the holy words of Baha'u'llah or Abdul Baha, a"quality "
of epirit and charccter 1s transemitted to our being, such as none oan deny.

In the "Iron" theory of Heradity under the caption of the Mendalion Theory
in the Encyclopedia Brittannica, we fird a demonstretion in vegetable and
animal 1ife wherein, after a certo’n number of oroseings, the same qualities,
characteristics, temperaments; color and spots recur in mathematical
precision. Thet one versed in this ecperiment can foérestall exactly when
certain pees, hbeans, rcts, mice, guinea pige, eto., will show forth the same
physical erd tamperumontai qualities at & time when a ce-tain number of
orossinge have been reached, This has been measked demonstrated on the U, S,
Animal Experimentel Farm ner #ashington, D. C,

Here we find that even in the vepeteble and animal worlds there recur certain
qualities in conformity to d@efinite cycles, by a simple process of inter-
mixture of breed and polled; Reincarnation does not enter into this proocsees,
yet the same results ocour 1t would be olaimed by that philosophy.

Therescems to be an inherent quality in the orgeanisms of chemical, vegetable
and animel 1ife, which is a more "essence" or a "vibration" whioch sets into
1ike sctivity a susceptible dynamic property conteined in various forms of
matter, In man this dynemic property can be designated as his soul or epirit,
and this likewise may be put into & higher attune by coming in contact with
an ensence of greater potenoy, In some manner God controls such "returnB"
since they re-menifest in definite cycles among men,

Nos Iindeed, "Reincarnation” and "return" do not infer nor mean the same
thing, eat 8ll, No glossing of interpretation cen make them appear alike in
the face of rejection by the Two Grest Luminaties who way "Noi" My light is
only a reflected 1itht from the Bahal Sun, and even then upon a dusty

mirror, hence it 18 not for me to bBe presumptous and account for this and

for that phenomena as long as one can csk the "Interpreter of Divine Mysteris
concerning spiritual problems,

Now, my decr brother in Fl Abha, with love, deep Baha'i love for you I
close,

I. . Na

Es Cq Getalngor.



