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CLINICS and TASK FORCE DISCUSSIONS
Thursday - April 27, 1967

# 17 - Renoching und Teaghing the Indisns,
Preoparaed by lr, Franklin Ealn

If we are to bs successfMl :nd Ml1fill the loater®s Plan and
the Guardisn®s instructions, we must reach snd touch the Indisms,
Love is the magnetl!

*Abdu'l-Baha, in Eis admonition to the entire dody of the bLoe

1iovers in tho United States and the Dominion of Cansda, wrote
*#o mmst attach great importance to the indigesnous m!uuun

of america. For these souls may be likened unto the encient

inhabitunts of the irabian Peninsula, who prior to the iilssion
of imhammed, wore like unto savuges. When the 1lizht of lubame
mad shone forth in their nidst, howevor, they becumes so radient
ug to illimine the world, Likewise, these Indians, should they
be eduoated end guided, there cam be no doudt that they will boe
comes 50 illumined as to enlightem the whole worlde"” (Citadel of

In order to speed the tenching among the /mericsn Indiens, @O
they aroc on the Reservations or in tho Cities, A Baho'f

5
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the Indian resides; to ths Center of his gotivities, the home
and the Commnity. Theoir profound interest in gymdbolis Tradite
fonal Teaoh and gystem of life, we should try to under-
stund, A4 ape interest and offort should do made in finding
out their system (mothod) of teaching,

How you will get the Traeditional Indians® ettention by applying
their aystem in your teachinge We mast be patient and be ocur=
selvesi we muot have lovo and understandinge Our lanations,
sl lessage of Bahsa®u®llah, mast be and
straightforward; no fast talke Tune 4n ond be in with
thsir interests, Carefully unfold the Jeschings, and, live the

Those in the Cities moy have different interests, Usually 4t s
the younger ones who are awuy from howso andtbotrlntorestlﬂ
be in education end oconomie devel e Woe cun help them wi
educution, Our lbeon interest with thoam should be to lead thom
to Baha'i ootivities, to firesides and 4ray them into partioci-
patiocn in the 41 onse

offort should bdo made in teech ng the Daha'i ehildren on
Hegservations and in the Cities, Bahn'i children can help in
toaching other Indian ehildremn, ¥We hanve o Imha'{ Tosching Gulds
for tesching ohildren, Establish Bahn'i children's olnsses and
hold them regularly. Remsmbeyr Baha'i childrem will be the wele
fore of our homes, Commnities and mntion, They will be the
future Baha'i toochors,
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Should the Nationsl Youth Committee come into being, the Youth
could concentrute on Surmer Indian Teaching projects, Their
enthusissm, their lookln; forward for happiness in life for all,
and their singing coulé ve enjoyed by the Indian people, as has
elreudy been done on severul Reservations, It 1s veory import-
ant that the Youth Cormmittee hus this experience of their parti=-
cipstion in Indian teuching. Then their experience, knowledge
end cotion will speak for itself,

There is an extremely urgent need for Baha'i pioneers to go on
or nesr the Reservations. It is especielly good for non-Indian
Baha'i's to go and reside among the Indinns on the Reservation,
It will reculre nt leaszt six months to get to know them and
slowly unfold the Teachings to them, It is =2 rich and rewirde
ing oprortunity to forw:rd the Faith of God, The request for
plonecers is so important that whatever assistance could be made
througch Spiritual Assemblies snd various Com:ittees should be
considored. Ve must thoroughly exumine, discuss and mske
systenatic plans, and then teke uction! Let our deeds and
actions speak! A man and wife, or a teum of two, to sprend, to
consult with and accompany Indians on tecching trips is » most
desireble urrangement,

Follow-up is most important., %We have hud sevorcl Great Counocil
Pires with the Amorican and Cenadian Indiens ucross the Conti-
nent, Msny have becone Bahau®is, and many of these were left
isolated with vory little knowledge of the Teschings, Just bo-
csuss an Indisn says he wants to bcoome e Beha'l, und signs a
curd, does not mecun he will follow through and become muture or
deeper in the Fuith on his ovm, It is imcumbent for the
Baha'is teuching to deepen them in the Fuith, The sooner the
better, Tench them to live the Baha'i life,

ia He must underst:nd, und xnow snd love God.

b) He must love the Bub, Buhu'u'llash and the Te:chings,

(0) He must know himself and live the Baha'i life.

(d) He must unfold the Teuchings of the Blessed Beauty to all,

our goel should be to esteblish Spiritual isseomblies, snd to
help them become dedicated Bahn'i teochers, "...These Indiens,

© should they be eduo:ited und guided, there cin be no doudt that
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they will beoome so i1llumined vs to enlighten the hole world®,

Teuching tesms should be estublished on or nesr the Reservations,
Mixed sroups of three or more 'will make wonderful Baha'i tesch-
erse, They should go where the rminority roups are, They must
remember the minority groups feel the:- hove been let down through
out history. They have gre:tor senaitivity to our aotions, re-
ections, thought w.nd speech, the.efore we must be &t our hap=
plest; with twioce us much love and underst:nding to love them
und thelr neture, sccept them as they ere, Never make them
feel inferior by huaving a superior attitudse, When offered

food, do not refuse to sccept, Be sincecrej; do not pretend to

be something you are not, us the Indiuns usually see through
thise Tell them about the Faith in & simple, profound way,
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Don't give them an intellectual talk, Speak to the heart,

Do not talk too long, Give them a chance to talk about their
belief, The Faith needs rocm in the minds and hearts of men,
Teaching trips should be regularly two days a week, We must
ready ourselves, pray and meditate,

A matter which is of great importance is to reach and teach the
Indians in the midst of all major cities. There are six Cities
which were used as re-location centers by the Bureau of Indian

A ffairs. Therefore these Cities have a large Indian population,
They are: Cleveland; Chicage; Dallas; Denvor; Oakland and Los
Angeles., Also, there are nine off-Reservation Indian Boarding
Schools. Today, in cities from the east coast to the west coast,
there are as many Indian families living as c¢ity nelghbors as
there ure Indians on the Reservations, Very few of them heve
become acquainted with the Faith,

The most effective action for resching American Indians in the
cities will have to come out of Consuktation within the Spirit-
ual As-emblies, Special effort should be made to reach and en-
couruge those who wish to teach, Baha'i childrem in schools

can help locate Indians in the eity. A systematic survey should
be made, Then plans to reach and teach them,

Since most Indian Tribes have no written lenguage, their leg-
ends of erexztion, their folk-lere, history, Traditions, accumu-
lated knowledge and discoveries have been passed down from
generation te generation by the Mediecine Men, In their folk-
lere they have been told of "the coming of the Promised One",
The message of "oneness of mankind" is so deep in their minds
and hearts, they ere expecting the Baha'i Message., They have
many beautiful legends and poems leading up to the Message of
Baha'u'llah, So much of their legend and folk-leore could be
enjoyed by the Baha'i non-Indian teacher,

We should concentrute through publicity to arouse the curiosity
and interest amcng the Indians through radio, newspapers, pos-
ters, etec., etec,

Baha'i's in general are unaware of the needs and problems of
Indian teaching on the Reservations and in the cities, Above
all, we have to go to the Writings and study them thoroughly,
take action and participute, We must live the Baha'i life,
We really have to belive =nd love Beha'u'llah, the Blessed
Beauty, with our whole heurt and soul, All Baha'ls should
pray and meditate for ocur success,



