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SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES

connecticn with the request for such a list, cne delegate sug-
geated thzt this would be one way of deterrining trose in whem
ecnfidence has been reposed lceanlly. Another felt it was time for
the new sririt of jolitics tec enter intec Baha'l elections. He
felt that the delegates were usually instructed and acquainted
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ticn in voting. He salds Ye do not elect nomes but
characters and capacities,”
ther felt a directory would be of iittie use unless it slsc gave
something of the finuneciul stutus ¢f the persuvn, whether or nct
he can afford tine and norey tc serve on the N.Se.A., €te.,

Even tlhen it would not assist the delegates in judging wkether or

not they will be atle to fulfill tre obligatiocns placed uron
therm,

8till anc¢ther pointed cut that nanes mean little in the Cause., We

frosper tnly by deeds. In the latest letter from Shoghl Ffiendi
he mentions few nawmes and yet we know the individuals by treir
deeds,

II. Mr. Holiley ¢

Sose of

been stro%éetnigg;%fgi%liht oh thes situation He said tlere had

rol ghoghi Effendi tfe t the attacks on
the Oause in this ccuntry wilgzbe throu tke miseionaries,
Persia is a Prctestant field., The Protestants have pade great
investuents there and they have beem shagrined because their
schools have not turnmed cut the Christian studenss er made tuc
progress they anilcipated. Teoday the persecutors of tle Bahatyifs
are the Christians in Persia and net the Mohamueuans, He
thought it right be well to draw up 2 subtley worded appeal *tc
the heads cf Protestantism in tris ccuntry to urhkcld their
Christian ideais. Since these pecrie have the keys to wealth in
the U.8. the Persian officisls will take condliderable heed of
any yublicity that might be given the situaticn from that source.
If a wedge can thus be driven in between the Persian gevernment
officials and the Protestant intere<ts it will have great influenc
urcn what 1is going on,
the delegates a2lso rointed cut that jublicity given in the U.S8.
tc the ypersecuticns weuld probadbly stir the gevernment ofricisals
to action since Persia is a member cof the Le=gue of Kationes cnd s
as such is ebligated to rrotect trhe interests of minurity grougs
in that country.

III. Reference the apparent change in tre instructions of the QGuardian as

rerorted in the News cf Decenber 1%3z, February 1833 and again in
April 1933: It seems toc ve the feeling that the fuirst uttsr-
ance of the Guardian on the subject of voting came frcm his heart
and when he found that it was disturbing to those who were not
ready to accept the instructicns his second letier wae scftened %
meet a lesser loyalty than he had antielpated.

The instructicna about not voting does not meen not cteying the laws

Mr

of the country. Out of his great love he is wisely advising us to
forbear from politliczl activities., Time shall shcw us he ﬁas in
store fcr us. (Kahn)

.MeDaniel ca;;ed attention te a raregraph in the Ja. 1926 News as
follows: "We may be assured that choghi Efrendi would not have
Aeerected these apreals to his American friends unless abundantly
Juetified by an understanding of thelir relative importance in the
evolution of the Baka'i Cause which will become perfectly elear
tc us later on." And again in "The Gclden Age of the Cause of
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Bara-u-llair”, last paragraph page 17, a similar statement.
ol Administration, p.53: "Are we to belfeve that
trle ways of God--=--- ", Mr, Titchener of West Engleyood said;
*Up to the stcge where we become a Baha'i our thinking and
deeds are more or less individual matters. When we become a
Baha'i we submerge our individuality. There can be no midway
station between a Baha'i and a non-Bsha'i. When we tecome a
Paha'i we are no longer interested in such matters as part{
politics. The question revolves itself irto a question as 1lo
whether we are or are not Baha'is and the individual must make
the decisicn. To some it is a test and to others it is a
privilege.
Faney quoted from Baha'i Administration a paragraph pointing
out that when an individual has become corvirced of the
Divinity of BAha-u-llah there should be no difficulty in obey-
ing His laws and trat Baha'i Administration and laws derive
their authority from the Will and Testament of the Master.

TV.The supplication as translated is as follows: "He is the Counsellor,

V.

On tlLe

the Compasgicnate, the Merciful. I testify, oh my God, my
Lord, the Goal of my Hope and the Desire, to Thy Oneness and
Singleness. There is no One like unto thee nor hast Thou and
associate, peer or counsellor. Thou hast verily created the
creatures as a manifestastion of Thy Munificense and Gift.
Thou 'es tauglt them the path leading unto Thy good pleasure
and hast made known to them Thy Guide, and hast led them unte
Thy right path and Thy message. I beg of Thee, by the Prophets
and Thy saints who assisted Thy Cause through taeir rossessions
and themselves, and by the sea of Thy Knowledge and the Heaven
of Thy Grandeur tc¢ ordain Thy maidservant to act in accord
with that which has been revealed in Thy Book. Then illumine
her heart with the Light of knowing Thee and ordain unte her tha
that wiich Thou has decreed unto the Counterance of Thy exaited
Paradise. Verily, Thou are the Lord of Mankind, a 4 the King
of the throne and the dust. There is no God but Tkee, the
Forgiving, the Merciful, tre Migrty, the Knowirg, the Wise."
subject of ways and means for the comyletion of the Tenple,
Dr. Kahn spoke as follcws:
This is a solemn occasicn when we are presented with the opport-
turity to devise worthy ways and means for securing the
wherewithal for the completiorn of this glerious Terple. We
all know that the great Guardian has predicated the estab-
lishing of a peaceful world and the inception of a new world
order on the completion of the Temple. This should alone be
the inpulse to urge us to achieve th-t end. There is even
greater reason why we should stress the importance of achiev-
ing thos goal in the shortest period of time: Time flies.
Our lives do not endure. This is the only Temple which is being
built and which is unique in that the site upon which it has
been erected was dedicated by the hand of the center of the
Covenant Himself. As time goes cn there will be many temples
but this is the only Tenple whose ground has been so dedicated.
This is encugh to show us the great oprortunity that is before
us te brin% it to completion. There is a Mohammedan prophecy
which says that whatever money is spent for the Cause of god
shall be rewarded one hundred feold in tris world and a thousand
fold in the next world. The people of Baha do not rake treir
offering in the hope of reward ir this world but they may be
assured of rewards in the next. What we need is faith in the
Manifestation of God and in the glorious words of the Guardian.

We who have been given privileges above all other members cof
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e have demcnst rated our faith. Why
gggi gg §§g'9§§§§§?§§§§§§§ﬁeno Temple. ,he task cun be aceomp-
lished through prayer to sgod and the dédication of owr lives to
the purpose of carrying out the commands of the Guardiami

Mr. McDaniel recazlled his vieit to the Guardian five yeare ago when the
Guardian talked about eonditions in Ameriea. He said these were
the days when the expenses of the N.8.A. were ab ut $50,000 a px
on a budget of only #35,0000. Mr Early spoke about the dust of
the earth.®™ "Ifelt like the dust of tre earth. " He went into
details of the variocus expenses., I gave no answers. The Guardian
gave the answers. He saids The N.S.A. in America has falled in
exceeding its budget. It has lost the confidence of the friends.
On the other hand the friends have failed ¥ecause they have not
eovperated with the L.S.A. and the N.8.A. There is a lack of
understanding, a lack of apiritual unity a lack ¢f acoperation.
¥hen youw ireturn to America I hope you will talk this over with
the N.S.A. and that steps will be taken immedilately to reredy
this situation. We cannot have progress until there is full
unity between the N.8.A., the L.S.A. =nd the believa-s in Ameriea.

Mr Me¢Daniel sald there is a lesson in t esa words of the Guardian for

us. The Master when speaking tuv the various groups sald the

Temple wo;; arise as a symbol of unity. unity in all the factors
of life, We must have unity and full ecvperation. May we
not have conly 50 or 70 percent cocreration in the building of
the Tesple but every scul and every Assembly ariséng to do its
yart in contridbuting what they can for the building ot this
gloricus Tenmple. when we arrive at that stztion in every Asaembly
when every btellever is econtributing as he ean then we slall have
the unity tle Guardian exyrects of us, the unity which sl11 make us
successful 1 the eorpletion ¢f the Tenrle.

Mr Tatlor ¢f Cincinnati saids T have been deerly impressed for sev-
eral years with the sericusness of the situztion that econfrentas
us in tre werld tedey., A8 we resd tkhe recent lettersof tre Guard-
ian, his instructions to study the Dawn Breakcrs, and the tenor
of such letters as the @cal of the Wew World Order, I aw impressed
with the faet that tre @Guardian is rreparing us not to sazcrifige
merely our mater ial weal but to sacrifice
our all. Hew uncertain are cur material proper ties tcdayl! How
suddenly the Jews of CGermany fcound everything dis:pieared. It
secma to me we are culled uion by these recent instruction a2nd
letters of the Guardian to prepare for a dsy which we cannct as
yet clearly discerr byt whieh ray core sconer than we expect,

May Maxwell spcke of the suffering of tie Babis st Tabarsi. ghe said:
Why in Tabarsi wee it rerritted that afew souls shrovld becoze
living skeletons? Dees the story nct show that net until tre fore
of the syirit has pushed us toc tre absolute limit that there ke
rel ease? I¥s not this divine Temple our ¥ert cof Tabarsi? Oan we
not make the sucrificef# tlhat will bring this Terple as o symbel of
cur Faith into the weatearn world? 8ince receipt of the meassage
from the Guardian, have we nc%t scen gre=t changes trrougkt the
whole world? They are changes trat have cone tc give us a brief
resiui te before the collapse of the world.

With reference to int:zrmiiiert appexls and eontributicns, Mr Xelsey
salds Spordic efforts are rnot tie way to build tie Temple. 1Is
it not rossible that we are ealled upon to search our hearte and
find if we cunnot find this divine eeonony lwid cut in the teach-
ings of Baha-u-llah., Because our salaries have been cut we have
had to adjust our stundards and have had nu choice in tre matter.



b

There is within the Oause a pring ple which if lived up te dy th
the Americam believers could establish the Cause forever--the
business principle is that of tithing. Might it not be thatl we
gould send a message to our Cuardiian and agree amongst ourselves
to bring to the attention of all believers, asking the permissiem
of the Guardian to establish a tithing plan. Spiritual benefits @
can only cone to the extent we obey the spirit and toe ietter. I
it not possible that we ean have courage tc foree ourselves to foi
follow -u-lleh's wish for the world? 1If we eould take this
step it would bring in funds regularly to the National Fund. If
all of wus were obliged to give up a e¢ertain amount of our incowe,
might it not be that this zould h: ;g:anrﬁ.::gmntng of the
divine econo within the Cause o -u-

Mr Xahn pointed oa that the Guardian has stated that the time iz not
at hand yet when the laws of the Boock of Akdas are to be revealed
-tc the American believers. These laws include instructions for

tithing.
Mrs Schopflocher quoted the following words; "To those who arise %o
serve the Cause of God nothing is im ossible----- ® 8She sald the

trouble with is us thst we are poverty consciocus, We hawvent?t
faith., "Let us teczch! The tesncher must first belgeve and then
be bursting with faith, If we are not bringing in believers we
can blame only curselves. The veil of egetism, no matter how
thin, prevents our functioning just as much as if it were thick,
We must arise to serve and have faith that He will asrist. We
want lots of money. We camnot get it with the pricedure m lave
been following the l2st two days. What we must do is to tap that
great scurce of Faith then there will eome thousands of bellevers
who will open their vockets. The loeal Spiritual Assembly is a
miniature World Order of Baha-u-1lah and we shéuld urge it to

tap that tank of faith,

The chairman peinted out that the message from the Guardian implies
t¢hat there were forces in this convention and asked ir we were
going to release them or keer them bmitled up.

Jean 8ilverof wew York said that our quibblings avout funds are incen=
sequential. If we would give what we lmve greal blesdl ngs will
flow to us. The sounds of the work going on in the Tanyple at the
moment are like the vcice ¢of Balm-u-llah, Abdu'l Baha, snd the
Great est Holy Leaf ealling t us to serviee. We are
asked to give ounly of our md erial wealth. The lights of the
World Pair will be dimmed in camparison with this Pewple. Jchn
Barly if ready %o build the Temple if we only c¢an give him the
material means by which to do it.

V. Funetions of a Local 8piritusl Assembly----
Mras. Maxwell asked fer a ruling on the removal of names fromnthe
voting list. The chairman referred her to the Quanriian's own
words in the way 1933 number of Baha'i news, dated Aprilll: As
regar ds adeittance of new members----" and said ezch case should
be ecnsidered theroughly by the L.S.A. shich if unabvle t decide
it should rsfer to the N.S.A.

Mra Mathews sug-ested tat there be a little more edusation atout eom=
ing beofr the L.S.A. 8he felt most prodlens were due to liex of
educ# ion through the Ninetecen Feasts,

Mr Xelsey said: 8ine2 one of our trcables is that we are not familar
with Bahati Administraticn, ons of the functions of the L.8.A. is
to see that the entire bdy of believers in a @wmmunity is active.
The Ouardian peints out that when the L.S.A. has been elected we
cannot pass the dbuck te the L.3,A. If the friends are awake to th
the Cause they will see to it that the L.8,A. studies Baha'i Admim



ministration. One of the dutues of the L.8S.A. is te see that the
friends are put in some actl ve w rk.

Dr. Morris of Racine, discussing the matte of nor-attendance at the
meetings asked: Suppose some cne hss not attended iwo or & ree
meetings. FHave they a right to ome and vote? £. If tiere is
somecne who cannot be made to harmenize or is comstantly ebstrued-
ing, could we say that we cculd get alomg better without that
eobstructing influence?--have we the right to tell them the truth,
if it would help ue in getting fuller cooperation from the other
friends. Can we let the community k nowef those who are willing
to work? 1In answer the chalrman salds The Guardian sald that m
one could be barred because of absence from voting. Bach case milk
must be dealt with on its own mer its. In re ly % the second
said there lad been no ruling as yet on this but that it will be
ruled on in the ner future.

Mr. Taylor of Cincinnati: Many of these questions reesolve themselves
into the quest on of "Knowing thyself®. We must be sure eof of
our motivee, When we take someone in we must be sure it is not
for the purpose of beasting our numbe s. The most subtle thing in
the world is to know whether or not motives are pure and of no
other substance but the Oauseof God.

Mrs Haney: Has any member of the mummmnity of Baha'is the right te
call together the entire community for any purpose without first
the permissiom of the L.S.A.? The Chaiman rep lieds The general
principle under which the representd ive body contrels the afid.rs
in a eommunity would negessitate the individual to cbiain tue
permission of the L.S.A. The metive belhind it would be tue deter-
B ining facter,

RE Committees: The question was asked whether gommitt ees should consist
of L. .A. members only? Mrs Cooper asked if frem standpoint of
developing ocur members for future service cuvamittees ought not
be appointed frum among the community. The ehair said the Guard-
ian stresses this. Convention recommended that fth is bLe adipted
as a prineiple,

IV--Appeals from Lecal to N.8,A.--Baha'i News for PFeb 1938%

Chairman pointed out that the machirery for appeals is neessary
otherwise the believers would jave to make use of the courts. It
is important that the full hearings te given beth sides before a
decision is made,

Mrs, Maxwell: This discussion has brought out the necessity for ex-
pert advice and constant study of Administrd ion but that dees
not take the pluce of consultative ueetings of this kind, Shoghi
Bffendl Ms sald that the Tublets of Abdu'l Baha exist oniy on
paper until there ure translated in the lived of the believers,
Interpretation ¢f the b tters of Shoghi Effendi and Babha'i Admin-
dstration are according to the spiritual development of the L.S.A.

an and communiti es.

V. Qualifications eof Voting Membears))))

Dr. Kakns Any teacher who gives the tesc hings in detail on Baha'i
Administrdil on sheculd feel that he is not only teschimg in the
teachings but is also an administrater in the Qause, THerefore
it is ilwmportant that all phases and aspects should be presented.

Arthur Joas assked: It it right te get the friends our right near
election if they Ave not been attending? Horsee Holley r¢ lieds
Instead of bhlaming the believer for being absent, blame the L.S.A.
for the failure fof the friends to attend the meetings. The L.S.A
earries the responsibility.

Mr. Dale Qoles This is a serioue probiem. What are we doing atout the
pecple who are sincere believers but whe are sick and caunet
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come out? On the other h nd, what are we doing about the person
who stays away and then comes out to cast the bailot? This
latter should receive some attention for something 1s wrong. It
seems te me that this question borders on internal zoliucl.
Only coming to one or two meetings and voting is a thing that
each L.S.A. should consider and clear wup.

Gevrge Latimer: In-the-discussions of the past several hours we are
advaneing towards an understanding of what Baba'il Adminisirs ion
m eans, The L.S.A.'s har e not realized what tneir responsibilitie
aree Let us bear in mind that the greatest thing is to pave the
way for mew souls to come into the Cause. Work is w rship and the
deed is just as effective as the spoken woerd, Every pa son
in the community is a2 te cher to the person coming inte the Cause.

The chairman:The highest outpouring the L.S.A. can hoge for is for
guidance, With reference to Mr Cole: The Quari= _ opys all mrST
voke. Givethem credit for tiat whatever their fotives were ls
another matter., Bellevers should become sensitized to motlvee,

Viss Tasterbrook: We should put our hovses in order, bec:use eva yone in
walks of life are locking to the Cause of Baha-ullah, This is
more importart at the moment than bringing new blcod into the
Cause and I am @ ing hom e wondering how we are going
¢ b ring the Cause into tHE world.

VI, Teaching Methods--~-
Leroy Ioass There is gre#d semarching of the Bala'i Movement by
those who are concerned about tne situat on of the world todapm.
The first tesching method is tL® abli& ment of the Baha'i
Qause, The second is devd oping TAOiant, en thusiastic communits
thoughout the w rld. We realize from S8hoghi Effendi that the
present world is collapsing. As we ®will be able to earry it in®
our community Life, we set &m motion this great dynamic spirit
and release those forces that will establish the World Crda of
Baha-u-llah, (He outlined the teachinges program followed h st
year and closeé with)"The Supreme Conm urse is waiting for us to
pake ourselves the medium through which that aew spirit can
funeticn,

Bi shopr Browns We In ve been discussing the importance of following the
Administration., From time to time ¥ have notieced that the L.S.A.
feels that it istheir responsibility to act as a committee (in
too), They feel that the election of committees is unnecessary,
That is debatable., The res onsibi lity is in the hands of tue
L.8.A. I emphasize the responsibility of the L.S.A. becauss it is
enphesized by the N.S.A. and Shoghl Effendi Questiors arise allh
the tinme., Constanlty and insistently the £.8.A. is asked to make
aecisions and to accept responsibility and it nust be resdy and

must understand tove meuning,

We have a teaching program --you have a local situation. Perlaps the
program does not firinte the picture for your comrunity. Pe haps
somercint ean stand @ nsiderable emphasis and some eannot de
borne down upon. How can you handle these points? Should the
L.S.A. approint a committee and then never point out to that
committee its funetions? 8hall there ever be any discussion of
yrogress, methods, tea ching--in other words consultation with
that committee, How do you ceonduet the affairs of ycur Assembly?
Are your meetings those to which you love to go, or are there some
from which you flee? Are they meetings to which you come with
constructive plans, are t ere meetings from which ycu come feel ing
that bond of unity has been estahbi ished?®
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The question of the responsibi lity in teac hing on the pat of the
L.7.A. is serving the community, assisting the tea chers, etc.,
Do you ever consider the differences in degrees of your teachem
What ccnsideration do you give these questions? How can you
take them intc account and work out the plan which you feel is
the beet plan for your L.S.A.? Have you gotten over the
difficulty of personality so that you can sefve in perflect
agreement? Those are the responsibilities that will always
face us.

In this wnvention b ee has been an absence of humility. We all
know we have failed to do the thing th4 was set for us to do
and yet I bave not heard many expressions of humility today on
the part of those present. We should not have any feeling of
self satisfaction. We have been given a challenge and that
challenge should be taken back and discussed with the L.S.A.
as to how that challenge shall be met. The last paragraph of
Shoghl Effendi's recent letter points the finger at us, We
have only to read it and we will have hunility.,

Philip Sprague: Mr Brown has brought forward important point, one
which we should hold uppermost in our minds and hearts. We
have failed to do what the Guard an wanted dons atat time when
he wanted it done. None of us have the slightest realizaticn
of the mercy of God. We do not know how patient He is going to
be with us for our failure, If we adéan the pmges of the first
letters of 8hoghi Effendi asking for the Templeof be done at
a certain time he says he knows the difficulties we a e facing
Later the Chairman of the N.S.A. broadcast a message in which e
he said the utm ost effort was necessary, and still later he
(The Guardian) said to Roy Wilhelm that he hoped that by the tie
time of the convention "atleast the major part of the dome
would be completed". Delay and NEGlect in the prosecution of
this work will hasten the onrush of troublous times. In the
latest letter he refers to the American Baha'is as the distri-
butors of this Cause--h at the American people are endowed with
great capacit. We must take seriously these words of the
Guardian. It is important for us to realize that if we take the
words of Baha-u-llah concerning the Master we must take the
words of the Master concerning Shoghi Effendi. When Shoghi
Effendi has shown what the Anerican believe s have done, he
wipes the slate and pictures what we are going to do in the
future. The TEMPLE is our greatest tea cher. The Guardian says
it is the mystie chain which links us to the Source. If we fail,

it seems to me that the first link in that chain has been
broken. It is the responsibility of everyone to take back this
fact about the Tem ple which is still unclothed and it is our
Job to clothe it and do it soon,
Re Publicity:
Doris McKay said: This service requires a particular kind of

sacrifice. One does not get the thrill of accomplishment out
of it as one does from other types of se vice--it is just as
everyday endeavor, Publicity on the Cause has still to be sold
to the editors. (Said in order to learn how to contact editors
s Teature, club, news, etc.,said we must be sure that our
material gets to the right editor). Give publicity to cutstand
ing people who appear on our platforms. They are known to
people--their names a e news, Appearing on our platforms they
are for a time being sponsored by the Baha'is, Sometimes we

can_go as 'i speakers before peace groups, We ne
on t88 pub??%fty cormmittee some oge whogis Esed te gegiizg nave
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geople. who has contact with the world, one who can use the
ypewr lter to get out many motices, one who can express himself
with (I) accuracy (2) brevity (3)and clarity--the ABC's of

editorshipes It is difficult to find one person who ircludes all
three of these, 80 it is best to have a committee, Letters were
sent to all Assexblies asking what is being done in publicity.
Reports wa'e feceived from 36. Wanted to know how approach was
m ade to the editors, what types of publicity was nost succesful
and how it was secured.

Mr Holley reported thd the United or Associated Press articles
prepared by the N.S.A. are usually of international interest
and cone usually fron the Guardian, Stories of the persecution
of the Baha'l s in Persia. the ascension 6f the Grest est Holy
Leaf, are examples of news that is local. national. ad internat-
ional, and should be relacsed in sone national way.

Re: Amitg Work: Archbishop Barrows: It took none years for me to qualify
or the priegsthood., I feel that if I live to be_ninety I would
not ve qualified to speak on the Bala 'i Cause--I hare studied
it for six or seven years. With regard to amity work--I cannot
coopearate with what is "inter-racial"™ work, but I do cooperate
with Balm '1 Amity . "Inter-racial"™ has got into disrupte. We
should not limit our work by using that word. The Master never
used the word in connection with amity work. If we accept
the principl e of tne oneress of humanity we should not do any-
thing that will express differences, "Inter-racial" itself means
"between" and exmy esses a negat ive idea. Many of us read the
Words and listen to the Guardian with a preconceived idea, WHEN
he says "amity" we are thinking of "inter-racial". In the
Cause of God amity is am ity among all,

¥I. Nineteen Day Feasts
Discussion largely re non-believers attending the feasts. Tk
chairman pointed out tat the instructions concerning this have
been given in the news Letter,



