
Mrs. Powell, recent ~y come from Shoghi Effendi: He 
wishes us to giv~ unLiualif ied obedience to, and h&.ve un­
s werving faith in, t he Ira tional Spiritual Asse mbly., who are 
directed by spiritual forces. 

Shoghi Effendi believes the next was will probably see 
the dark skinned people a2;ainst the white skinned people. 
On the west coast of this country we have the J apanese 
problem, and in t 1-!e south tile Mexican and Negro problems. 
It is our duty to recognize social equality as well as spirit­
ual. VIe should invite these people into our home sand 
associate with people of all nations of tHe world, recogniz­
ing tnem as souls, not as Jap&nese, Chinese, &c. This 
Shoghi Effendi believes the Bahais of America have not fully 
accumplished. Then if this world trouble comes America 
shou.ld act so it may be saved to carryon some gre [~t work. 

The working out of the racial problem is t he most 
iL1portti.nt thing in t {~ls country today. 

Since visi tine Falestine we naye become aware of t :i:le 
immense spiritual power ready to be released into this world 
today and Bahaias are looked to to become channels for this 
power. 

lvirs. Oglesb;y( colored friend): -- We had a vlonderful 
visit with Shoghi Effendi. We are not t he same people as 
before we went away. Shoghi Effendi asks how many colored 
believers are in the centers. Are tHey not vvelcomed? Wh¥ 
Ere there not L"IOre? We are a senci tivepeople and we have 
been look ing for flaws. It is vital that t he black man must 

come into t he cause, not for the sake of the colored group. 
but for t ile sa.fety of the Vlorld. If these two groups join 
hands the cycle is rounded and e7er~thing else will adjust 
itself. When white people find that Bahaias welcome tile black 
people to full participation in friendship t~ley will attract 
whi te peo1J1e. r~he world is loolcing to see what the Bahaias 
of America will do with t ile black people, and we mllst not 
talk about it, but a ctually practice brotherhood. 

Hany questions ca.lIle up, but time after time, Shoghi 
Effendi came back to the colored problem and said tha t t hat 
was the vital thing in America. He said that on every Commi­
ttee there should be at least one colored Bahai, even if the 
same person has to be us ed over and over. Stud;y t ile needs of 
the cause and t hen you will know thb.t t ile bla ck men is need­
ed in committees to express his viewpoint and thus the chasm 
may be bridged. 

Shoghi 3ffendi s a id he hoped this would be done in this 
assembly, if there is ouly but one drop of colored blood. 
Shoghi Effendi said lorce and understanding of t he paramount 
importe.nce of turning to this issue innediately and when you 
do tnis you ar'e standing on the strength of my prayers. 

Bahaias have faults and the colored people are looking 
.for thelli. If we had ever found Mr. Mrs. Ober off duty once 
vIe should have been lost, but they have never been off duty, 
and so we became strong enough to turn our eyes from man to 
God. When our Bailai friends can hold up a light lilee t hat 
and draw people against t heir wills, that is the light that 
will attract the whites • 

.d. story is told th;J.t complaints were made to Mohammed 



about a cer t a in colored crier and Iilohammed s a id he 'Nould rather 
havo t he coloI'e d Llan wi t h all nis de f ec t s because he ha d t he 
love of God in his heart and i f people f elt t hat love, the 
spiri t ual call of the heart I and it can be given by no one 
save tho se who have suffered and been tra i ne d in t he road of 
s acrif ice, and humilit y. 

Mess age f rom Shogili Effendi t o Dr. Bagda d.i:- "Redouble 
your efforts to bring white and colored people together so 
t hat pre j udice may be banished from t he he arts. 1I In April 
1920 I was in t he pre s ence of Abdul Baha whem a letter was 
rece ived i rom a Chicago believer saying her house had been 
bombed.. Ee remarlced, ITI told t he Americans tha t t he White 
and co l ored people should be united, otherwise t here will be 
bloodshed. Until t he past ye ar America did not have enemies, 
but t ile war cr eated pO'",e rful enemie s . Germany, Austria, t he 
Balkans and Japan are enemies and will combine wi t h t he 
colored people in America . Americans are heedless of this. 
The devas tat ion of Americ a will cone. The bOIllb ing a nd lynch­
i ng a r e t ne f ir st r a in drops of the storm and no w i t is tiI1le 
f or t ne America n people t o ari se and stem the tide. 

Taken f orm tIle Report of Lucy Jane 1'r.ars11all, delega t e f rom 
San :i!' rancisco, t o tne Nineteenth Baha i Convention, held in 
l!1ont real, Canada, L1ay 19th , 1927. 
This is t~e f irs t convent ion of t he Baha'is to be held in 
Canada. 
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