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"Let 1% be known that the story of Jonah in the Bible ia
one whioh has many spiritual mesnings, and whioh oarmot be inter-
proted 1iterally. In it are oontainsd symbols oonosrning the
states of the travelsr toward 0God in his journay fron the world
of nature to tho Divine %orld. A portion of the explanation of -
these symbols was mentionsd in the instruotions regarding the
sar}y ohapters of Genesis. It is a msthod of all the Hanifesta«
$#1ons, the Prophets of fod, to explain ths epiritual facts by
matcrill parables, so that such may be an universal bounty. The
people of Truth parceiye the epiritual meanings theresf, while
6thers are satimfied with the outward appearance of the relations.
Every ons partakes socdrdinz to his oapacity. -

are

"By Jonah i meant the human spirit; by the three days/sig-
nified three different states or kingdoms, as thoss of the vege-

table, animsl and human, After spending thres days (periods ;
in these different eonditions, the epirit may reach the station
of the 'Kingdonm' and be freed from the limitations of the lower

kingdoms.

g ™ “1p one of the blessed Tablets, revealed by His Highness,

Abdul Baha, %o s believer in Persis, whose name wan Jonah, and
written in the year 1892, he gives, in eloguent words, the follow-
&ing explanation of the parable of Jonah:

) 'He 18 El-Abha} O than fish ot the fathomless ocean'

{ As His Aighness, Jonak (Upon him be peacs!) heocame fwalliar with
the interdor of the"great fish" of nature and 1ts elements, and
guffersd from the darkness of the dopths of the sea of the world,

80 he was separated from.the World of the Xingdom of Existence

i where are ths Lights of the Ilmocless, and beoana a dweller in

W the world of placs. -Fherefore the resl mesning of Jonah is his

{ realit {the eesendas of man); the fish im the adorporsal body, the
; uman temple and his outward form; tho sea im ths oontingen

/ world and the natural, dark qualitias. As he was cast Into thls
¢ narrow and dark oondihon. ha oried out from the bottom of his

! neart: "0 Bhou Holy Being! Verily I repeant unto Thes!" (This
&canned him to be saved,)

'Thus, thou also, as thou art cast into the depths of the
sea, supplicate and besesoh to God, so that thou mayst draw nigh
unto the shors of safety and enter the shada 0f the bdlesaed Iree,
which is the oonfort of the heart and the rest of the soul,’'” .

(Signsd) Ab4ul Baha Abbas,
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