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Tablets from

‘Abdu’l-Baha Abbas

To American believers, 1900

To
Bahd'u’lldh. al-Abhd is on him.
Oh thou who are turned to the Kingdom!

Thou shouldst establish a divine and heavenly transaction. By God the Truth!
Every divine transaction is eternal and everlasting and giveth the heavenly spirit to
the pure hearts attracted to God, enlighteneth the world with the bright shining
[light] of love and unity, affinity and agreement. But every worldly transaction,
although it be a gift through which the far and the near be profited, still it is
transient and temporary and will not last for ages and its blessings will not extend
successively to the righteous people in the ages to come. And as the heavenly
abundance and the divine gifts and the omnipotent grace come in these days
successively and uninterruptedly, therefore, thou shouldst establish a heavenly
edifice to facilitate and level the way before the divine transaction, to carry out the
divine order, to gladden the pure hearts of every one, to sanctify thyself from
everything but God and to keep aloof from all the worldly things for the Cause of
God; to be kindled with the fire of the love of God, to spread the fragrance of God
and to expose thyself to the gentle breeze of God.

O my dear! If thou lovest to be happy and pleasant, this is the cup that is full of
the wine of glee and delight; and if thou desirest to have the ancient glory, the
eternal retinue and everlasting dominion, thou must look after these gifts which
wave in the horizon of bounty with a brilliant light to all sides and regions.

By my life! If thou knowest what thou art commanded and speak openly of it,
the dominion is for thee, the Kingdom is for thee



and thy shining star will never set, thy brilliant light never sink, thy brimful treasure
never be consumed and thy brave army never be defeated.

O thou who art nurtured from the breasts of the Kingdom of God, who wert
brought up in the lap of the Guidance of God!*

al Baha is on you.

To

To him who is looking unto God! Oh thou who art gazing unto the Centre of the
Covenant—may God confirm thee!

I supplicate God, beseech Him and pray to Him that He may deliver the souls
from the deluge of tests and kindle the lamp of sincerity in the midst of the hearts.
As to thee—O thou who art sincere in the Cause of God, looking unto the Kingdom of
God and uttering the praise of God!—thank thou Him for that by reason of which He
hath made thee wholly faithful in His Cause, kindled thy heart with the fire of the
Testament, illumined thy mind with the light and conveyed unto thy spirit the glad-
tidings of the breaths of the Holy Spirit in the world of effulgence. Therefore, roll up
thy sleeves to serve the Covenant, make the hearts firm in the Covenant of the
beloved Lord, create harmony and agreement among the believers and impart to
them the glad-tidings of the confirmation which they will receive from God if the
differences of opinion be removed and if they unite and agree, be firm in spreading
the fragrance of God, divulging the traces and chanting the signs of God. Verily, I
send thee good news of the confirmation which thou shalt receive, the like of which
was never seen by the eyes in those regions, and of the success, the lights of which
will brilliantly shine in those regions—if thou wilt arise with all thy power to assist
the Testament of God and to serve the Covenant of God.

Give all the beloved salutations and praise. al-Baha is upon you all, O people of
al-Baha!?

To . For the American believers.

Oh ye who are turned towards the Kingdom and drawn unto the Holy Fragrance
diffused from the garden of al-Abh4!

Arise with every power to assist the Covenant of God and serve in His vineyard.
Be confident that a confirmation will be granted unto you and a success on His part
is given unto you. Verily, He shall support you by the angels of His holiness and
reinforce you with the breaths of the Spirit that ye may mount the Ark of Safety, set
forth the evident signs, im-
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part the spirit of life, declare the essence of His commands and precepts, guide the
sheep who are straying from the fold in all directions, and give the blessings. Ye
have to use every effort in your power and strive earnestly and wisely in this new
century. By God, verily the Lord of Hosts is your support, the angels of heaven your
assistance, the Holy Spirit your companion and the Center of the Covenant your
helper. Be not idle, but active and fear not. Look unto those who have been in the
former ages—how they have resisted all nations and suffered all persecutions and
afflictions, and how their stars shone, their attacks proved successful, their
teachings established, their regions expanded, their hearts gladdened, their ideas
cleared and their motives effective. Ye are now in a great station and noble rank and
find yourselves in evident success and prosperity, the like of which the eye of
existence never saw in former ages.

al-Bahd and salutations be upon every one who is firm in the Covenant, free from
dissension, sanctified from deceits and steadfast in the path.?

He is God.
To
Bahd’u’llh is on her. Oh thou that heavenly, brilliant and precious pearl!

I greet thee from this Holy Land with a fragrance from God and I desire that thy
heart become animated through the gentle breeze of God, thy bosom dilated with
joy by the miracles of the gifts of God, thine eye consoled by seeing the lights of God,
thy tongue by uttering the mention of Bahad'u’lldh, and thy taste to become sweet
through the divine table descending from heaven. Verily, I say unto thee that the
gifts of thy Lord are encircling thee in a similar way as the spirit encircles the body
at the beginning of the amalgamation of the elements and natures in the womb; the
power of the spirit begins then to appear in the body gradually and successively
according to the preparation and capacity to receive that everlasting abundance. 1
ask God to help thee that the spirit will carry out its power in thee as desired and
wished.*

al-Bahd is on you.

To the Honorable, attracted Leaf, the wife of
Bahd’u’llah is upon her.

0 thou who art drawn unto God and kindled by the Fire which burned on Mt.
Sinai!

Set aside every mention save the mention of God and abandon every-
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thing save the divulgence of the Testament, be attracted by the magnet of the
Covenant that thou mayest see the triumph of the angels of the King of the Kingdom
and the valor of the hosts of the Lord of Might. By the life of the Lord! The
Invincible Power will indeed strengthen, the Holy Spirit will speak in thy mouth, the
Word of God will be revealed in thy heart, the sound of the trumpet of the Lord will
gladden thee, the light of unity will shine from thy brow, the doors of success and
prosperity will be opened upon thy face and the secrets of the Holy Books will be
unfolded. Then, at that time, thou shalt cry at the top of thy voice, saying: “Blessed I
am for this great bounty! Blessed I am for this evident victory! Blessed I am for this
power which could not be resisted by the powers of whomsoever is upon the
earth!”®

al-Baha is upon thee.

He is God.

The Honorable

Bahd'u’llah is on him.

Oh thou son of the Kingdom!

Consider the bounty of the Lord and the gifts of thy Creator. He hath chosen thee
to love Him and selected thee from among His beings to know Him and
distinguished thee particularly with the gift of dazzling light through which the
faces of the righteous will shine. Verily I say unto thee that this gift now signifieth a
globule and a date stone which shall spring up and grow until it becometh a tree of
solid root and the branches thereof will extend to the East and West. Then the
tongues shall utter: “This is naught but a great bounty!”®

al-Bahd is on you.

To

Oh thou spiritual soul! I transmit unto you the good news that ‘Abdu’l-Baha has
thoroughly perused the contents of your letter and was pleased with your sincerity
to God and your humbleness to the Kingdom of God. He supplicated God to confirm
you and make you successful in all cases and aspects, that the Divine Blessing may
encircle that family from all sides; therefore rejoice at this glad tidings, through the
bereft mother at the greatest calamity will be intoxicated from joy. My salutations
upon you.

He is God.

The Bahda'u’llah is on him. Oh thou that fresh, slender branch with the
abundant rain of His bounty!
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I ask God to continue the heavenly abundant gifts upon thee and to grant thee
more freshness, tenderness and fineness day by day. Verily [ say unto thee that man
is likened unto a tree. And as the life of a tree and its tenderness and brilliancy
depend on the abundant rain descending from the clouds, so also the happiness of
man, his pleasure, dignity, loftiness of position and highness of rank depend on the
abundant bounty of the Kingdom and the light of the Sun of Truth coming from the
horizon of the gift of God.”

To His Honour the respected Mr
He is God!
0 visitant to the Resort® of spirits (who are) sincere in the Religion of God!

Blessed is the mother who bore thee and the breast whose milk suckled thee and
the bosom wherein thou wert nurtured, because thou hast apprehended the Day of
the Lord, hast prepared thyself to enter in unto His kingdom, hast set thy face singly
toward His Gracious Countenance, hast believed in the Manifest Light, hast rejoiced
in the Abundant Grace, hast responded to the Voice of thy Lord with a sincere and
beating heart and hast presented thyself from those regions at the Glorious
Threshold and hast marked thy forehead with pure, holy, fragrant Tomb,® the
breaths of whose sanctity are spread abroad throughout the lands as fragrant musk
is diffused unto the distant place! Then thank thy Lord, the Merciful, the Clement,
for this great salvation (or fruition, achievement, or attainment) and exceeding
grace!

Now as to what thou askest concerning the spirit and its “return” to this world of
humanity and this elemental space: Know that spirit in general is divided into five
sorts—the vegetable spirit, the animal spirit, the human spirit, the spirit of faith,
and the divine spirit of sanctity.

The vegetable spirit is the virtue augmentative, or growing or vegetative faculty,
which results from the admixture of the simple elements, with the co-operation of
water, air and heat.

The animal spirit is the virtue perceptive resulting from the admixture and
absorption of the vital elements generated in the heart, which apprehend sense-
impressions.

The human spirit consists of the rational, or logical, rea-
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soning faculty, which apprehends general ideas and things intelligible and
perceptible.

Now these “spirits” are not reckoned as Spirit in the terminology of the
Scriptures and the usage of the people of the Truth, inasmuch as the laws governing
them are as the laws which govern all phenomenal being (i.e., all existences
belonging to the phenomenal or material universe, called “the world of generation
and corruption”), in respect to generation, corruption, production, change and
reversion, as is clearly indicated in the Gospel where it says: “Let the dead bury
their dead”; “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the
Spirit is Spirit”; inasmuch as he who would bury these dead was alive with the
vegetative, animal and rational human soul, yet did Christ—to whom be glory!—
declare such dead and devoid of life, in that this person was devoid of the Spirit of
Faith, which is the Kingdom of God.

In brief, for these three spirits there is no restitution or “return”, but they are
subordinate to reversions and production and corruption.

But the Spirit of Faith which is of the Kingdom (of God) consists of the all-
comprehending Grace and the perfect attainment (or salvation, fruition,
achievement) and the power of sanctity and the divine effulgence from the Sun of
Truth on luminous light-seeking essences from the presence of the divine Unity.
And by this Spirit is the life of the spirit of man, when it is fortified thereby, as Christ
saith: “That which is born of the Spirit is Spirit.” And this Spirit hath both
restitution and return, inasmuch as it consists of the Light of God and the
unconditioned Grace. So, having regard to this state and station, Christ announced
that John the Baptist was Elias, who was to come before Christ (Matthew 11:14). And
the likeness of this station is as that of lamps kindled (from one another): for these
in respect to their glasses and oil-holders, are different, but in respect to their light,
One, and in respect to their illumination, One; nay, each one is identical with the
other, without imputation of plurality, or diversity or multiplicity or separateness.
This is the Truth and beyond the Truth there is only error.

But as to the question of the Trinity, know, O advancer unto God, that in each one
of the cycles wherein the Lights have shone forth upon the horizons (i.e., in each
prophetic dispensation) and the Forgiving Lord hath revealed Himself on Mount
Paran (see Habakkuk 3:3, etc.) or Mount Sinai, or Mount



Seir (see Ezekiel 35), there are necessarily three things: The Giver of Grace, and the
Grace, and the Recipient of the Grace; the Source of the Effulgence, and the
Effulgence, and the Recipient of the Effulgence; the Illuminator, and the Illumination,
and [lluminated. Look at the Mosaic cycle: The Lord, and Moses, and the Fire (i.e.,
the burning bush), the Intermediary; and [at] the Messianic cycle: The Father, and
the Son, and the Holy Ghost the Intermediary; and in the Islamic cycle: The Lord,
the Apostle (or Messenger, Muhammad), and Gabriel (for, as the Muslims believe,
Gabriel brought the Revelation from God to Muhammad). Look at the sun and its
rays and the heat which results from its rays; the rays and the heat are but two
effects of the sun, but inseparable from it; yet the sun is one in its essence, unique in
its real identity, single in its attributes, neither is it possible that anything should
resemble it. Such is the essence of the Truth concerning the Unity, the real doctrine
of Singularity, the undiluted reality as to the (Divine) Sanctity.

But as to the question concerning the atonement on the part of the Holy
Redeemer, I have explained this to thee by word of mouth in a plain and detailed
manner, devoid of ambiguities, and I have made it clear to thee as the sun at
noonday.[1]

And I ask God to open unto thee the gates, that thou mayest thyself apprehend
the true meanings of these mysteries. Verily, He is the Confirmer, the Beneficent,
the Merciful!'®

[1] Notes of oral teachings by our Beloved Lord, ‘Abdu’l-Bahd, in the Holy
Household, at Haifa, 7 October 1900. “There is no such thing as ‘Vicarious
Atonement’, as held and taught by the theologians and ‘Churches’. As it was the
custom in the old times to offer sacrifices for sins, so did Christ (Glory be to Him!)
say in substance, ‘I offer myself as an example and as a sacrifice for the safety and
salvation of the people, i.e., | am willing to accept every disaster and calamity for the
sake of guiding the people’—even death, for He was necessarily opposing
everybody. [ have accepted all things that the people may know the Truth as it is. If
[ wish to guide you to Jerusalem, I must personally accept the hardships of the
journey first. So Jesus Christ first accepted all the trials, sufferings and death for the
purpose of quieting the people. Had He not so accepted He could not have finished
His Work.”

“Bride” means Christ; “Bridegroom”, the Cause of God. The first is Faith; the
second, action and deeds. (See Matthew 25) In former ages this question was fully
understood. Most of the

10 Translated 8 November 1900, by Edward G. Browne, Cambridge, England. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4,
Tablets of Abdul-Baha Abbas, vol. 1, pp. 114-18.
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Churches used to worship idols. These introduced their idols into the new Religion,
the bells, candles, etc, in all about twenty-one customs were in succession
introduced. When they came to the Gospels they did the same. At first these
innovations were employed only as symbols, but afterwards were interpreted
literally—about 300 years after Christ.

The real thing is Faith, first of all. Actions and deeds are the fruits of faith. The
fulfilment of salvation and safety is the faith. According to the ordinances of the
Bible, anyone committing a sin must offer a sacrifice. When Christ appeared He
desired to make a symbol of Himself, so He said “I am the atonement”.

Important extract from teachings by the venerable disciple of Our Blessed Lord,
Abu’l-Fadl, on Spirit—Soul. “The Gospels speak of Christ saying He was the Vine, we
the branches, and God the Husbandman. Muhammad said God was like a Tree
which had no East, West, North or South. The Blessed Perfection (Baha'u’llah) was
likened to the Lote Tree, and that Moses appeared as a Bush. The meaning of all of
this is that all of the Prophets, the Manifestation, and others have likened the Cause
of God to a Tree and that they, themselves, were the Tree, respectively in their time,
and that the guides and teachers were the branches, and the believers were the
leaves. This was the case with Christ, Muhammad, the Manifestation, and now with
the Greatest Branch. Explanation as given by the Manifestation: God planted the
Tree of Christ. When The Manifestation said He would plant the Tree—the Greatest
Branch, it was the same Tree, the same branches and the same leaves, but in and of
Spirit only, not in material body. As our Lord said last night, John the Baptist was
right in saying that he was not Elijah, considering material body, name, time (he
came 900 years after Elijah), place, etc. Christ was right in declaring that John the
Baptist was Elijah in Spirit; thus both were right. The Divine Spirit is One only, no
matter how many it is manifested in or through. Identity and Individuality are
inseparably connected with Soul, but the Spirit of God is ONE and is manifested
everywhere! God is The Source and Sustaining Power of all Life in every form and
everywhere!”

9

0 ye crying voices in the region of America!

Make level the path of the Covenant of God! Be firm in the Alliance of God!
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[ surely read your answer to my words, and my heart overflowed with joy and
fragrance, when I heard of your supplication to God, and of your entreaty to God,
and of your begging assistance of God, and of your endeavor in the service of the
Cause of God, and of your effort in publishing the Alliance of God, and of your
yearning after and your longing for harmony and union in the love of God.

Ye shall soon behold the lights of confirmation shining forth unto your hearts
and your spirits from the Kingdom of Abha.

Stand up, as the standing of the souls by whose lights of sincerity in the Cause of
God the horizons are shining, and guard the sheep of God with the staff of the
instructions of God.

I beg God to confirm thee to His will, as He confirmed the Apostles (of Jesus)
aforetime.

I know, verily, that the universal, never ending, eternal, bright and divine
establishments are only the diffusing of the breaths of God, and the spreading of the
instructions of God, and all that are beside these, though they be the reigning over
all the regions of the earth, or the construction of railroads from the earth to the
heavens, or means of transportation with the rapidity of rising lightning from the
globe of earth to the globe of the sun, all are mortal, perishing, demolishing and
disadvantageous, in comparison with the divine establishments. Because the latter
(divine establishments) are intrinsic matters, while the former are but metaphorical
matters; the latter are truth, while the former are imaginary.

Verily, I yearn after your visit as the yearning of the thirsty after the fountain of
the water of Euphrates (agreeable water), but at present your remaining in that
region (America) is obligatory. Please God, when it will be the occasion, I will
inform you to come; and (now) I will circumambulate instead of you the Holy
Tomb.!! Glory be upon You!*?

He is God.
To . Bahd'u’llah is upon her.
0 thou who art rejoicing at the Glad-tidings of God!

Thank thou God for that by reason of which He hath enabled thee to traverse the
seas and countries and come safe to a Spot wherein the lights are shining with great
brilliancy. Thank Him for the help He rendered thee to visit the pure and Holy
Tomb and revolve around it, the fragrance of which hath excelled that of the flowers
of the dawn.

1 Tomb of Bahd'u’lldh at Bahji.
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Go back to those regions were thy return is expected by those souls who,
through the signs of thy Lord, became attracted unto Him, the Unconstrained, and
say unto them: “Glad-tidings unto you who are sincere! Glad-tidings unto you who
are faithful servants! Verily [ have seen the Kingdom of God with its doors open, the
garden of al-Abha with extensive sides and regions, with dazzling lights, rolling seas,
verdant and beautiful orchards, overflowing beds, green trees, fresh and bright
leaves, perfumed flowers, sweet rivers, gentle breeze, beautiful air, magnificent
views, elegant and handsome lips and mouths.”

Tell them that “The suns of the garden of al-Abhad are still shining, the moons
rising, the stars brightening, the gifts perpetual, the grace perfect, the glad-tidings
spreading, the signs of singleness and oneness are chanted in the cloister of its
Godhead and the flags of sanctity are waving above the palaces of its glory. Come
here! Come here!"?

Upon thee is al-Baha!

He is God.
To
0 thou Spiritual young man and merciful youth!

Verily, thy father and mother have both of them traversed the Seas and countries
until they were honored by standing upright before the Exalted and High Threshold.
They revolved around the Point of Circuit of the Supreme Concourse and were
blessed by a heavenly, spiritual, and merciful Blessing which made their eyebrows
shine with Light. I beseech God that such a Blessing may be a power to attracting
them thoroughly unto the Kingdom of God in such wise that they may separate
themselves from this mundane world and be drawn unto the Supreme World.

Verily, this Blessing is indeed a magnetic power that makes things drawn unto
the Horizon of al-Abha.

al-Bahad is upon thee.

He is God.
To
0 thou, spiritual temple whose heart is drawn unto the Horizon of Certainty!

Verily, [ am now in the Assembly of the beloved of God, whose hearts are kindled
with a burning, blazing and flaming fire from the fragrance of God, and [ have men-
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tioned thee with a heart overflowing with thy love. By my God! It is love which hath
surrounded me from all directions and thus I mention thee with a beating heart and
with a spirit turned unto the horizon of al-Abha.

Therefore, thank God for this bounty, the traces of which I hope will be spread,
its light shine and the fragrance of its breath diffused in the whole world of
existence forever and ever.*

al-Baha is upon thee.

He is God.
To

O thou who art nurtured from the breasts of the Kingdom of God, who wert
brought up in the lap of the Guidance of God!

[ supplicate to God—exalted and glorified is He!l—with a submissive, imploring
and attracted heart unto the Kingdom of God, to assist thee, while still very young
and of small age, with that by reason of which the vigorous men and the greatest
souls were assisted in attaining perfection. Be not be amazed or astonished at the
command of God, according to the ordinances of Christ—glory be to Him!—unto the
children who have been fostered from the breasts of the bounty of God. I ask God
that thou mayest be as one of them. This is glad-tidings emanating from a heart
filled by the love of God. Therefore, know its value and station.®

al-Bahad is upon thee.

To the enlightened Mr .
0 thou faithful servant of the True One!

I received thy letter and its contents caused the utmost joy and fragrance within
me, because it showed thy firmness in the Cause of God and prove thy steadfastness
in the love of the Word of God. Its meanings were the mystery of unity and its
expression showed thy firm intention in serving the glorious Lord.

I beseech the Threshold of Unity with all humility and supplication to make thee
confirmed in His service and to enable thee to be serviceable in the Holy Threshold;
that thou mayest not be a moment at rest nor take a breath of composure; nay,
rather to pass all thy life in this greatest gift and this supreme favor employed in
diffusing the breath of God; that thy sincerity of heart, thy sanctity and purity may
increase and that thou mayest become entirely separated from aught else save God.
Excepta
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man be purified and sanctified from the soil of his dependence on this world, the
spiritual purity will not become manifest in him. The more the mirror is clear and
pure the greater will the rays and the bounties of the Sun of Truth show forth from
it.

As to those things published in journals against thee: Thou shouldst not be
grieved nor sorry therefor, because thousands of journals have written traducing
‘Abdu’l-Baha, have given false and base accusations and awful calumnies.
Notwithstanding these he was neither troubled nor grieved thereby; nay, rather
these caused me to exert myself more than usual in the path of God and to drink the
cup of sacrifice and to boil in the fire of His love. Man must seek to gain the
acceptance of God and not that of the different classes of men. If one is praised and
chosen by God, the accusation of all the creatures will cause no loss to him; and if
the man is not accepted in the threshold of God, the praise and admiration of all
men will be of no use to him.

By all these it is meant that thou must not be sorry and grieved because of these
things the papers have written against thee; nay, rather trust in God and be
unmoved by either the praise or the false accusations declared by people towards
thee, depend entirely on God and exert thyself to serve His holy vineyard. All else
save this is but imagination, though it be the praises of all people in thy behalf;
because all else is of no result and bears no fruit.

As to thine action against the journal which hath libeled thee: It is not at all best
to bring action against them, because there is no profit in doing that; nay, it will lead
to more sayings of a similar nature. Under these circumstances silence is best.
Thou must not be disappointed, sorry or grieved thereat; God will remove all these
difficulties. If thou wilt employ thyself in the service (of the Cause of God) the past
losses will be recovered and all the troubles will be settled.

This is the manifest truth.

Send my greetings to the enlightened leaf, the maid-servant of God, thy noble
wife.1

al-Bahd be upon thee!
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