1. Provisional translation of a talk by ‘Abdu’l-Baha
Star of the West, 7 February 1913, I11:18, pp. 11-12 (Persian pp. 4-5).

Varqa and his son (ibn Varqa)

The visit of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to America, rejoiced and delighted the hearts of the believers. The
Cause of God progressed day by day and the number of new believers increased. It can even
be said that the climate of America improved.

‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s talk on Friday, May 311912, introducing, Aqa Mirza Valiyu’llah Khan Varg4, in

His blessed residence at New York,! where a good number of people attended.

“Today, I would like to introduce you to Aqd Mirzd Valiyu’lldh Khdn. This young man was the
son of Aqd Mirzd Varqd. Mirzd Varqd was the son of Hdji Mulld Mihdi.

“Hdji Mulla Mihdi became a believer in Yazd. He consented to suffer severe blows and faced
much persecution; several times he received the bastinado. Ultimately, he was compelled to
leave his native land, setting out toward ‘Akkd.

“On this long trek, which is a few times the distance from here to Chicago, he endured toil and
afflictions. He travelled some of the way on foot and some of it on horseback. Along the way as
he travelled on foot towards ‘Akkd, he recited prayers, wept and wailed, and tenderly lamented
the oppression meted out to the Blessed Beauty.

“Eventually, he reached Mazra'ih, located near ‘Akkd. It was there that he died in a state of

utmost detachment, absolute rapture, complete attention, and unmitigated ardour.

“l ['Abdu’l-Baha] myself constructed his resting place, which is in Mazra‘ih, with my own
hands.

“His son, Aqd Mirzd Varqd, from the time of his early youth, rather from his childhood,
embraced the Cause of God and became a Bahd’i. He was truly blessed and victorious. His face
was fixed on the Abha Kingdom, and he was eloquent and articulate to the utmost. His speech
was decisive; his arguments were evident. None could hold their own against him, and he would
prevail over whomever he debated. Where both poetry and prose are concerned, he was
unmatched in all of Iran. He was a celebrity of this age.

“Even Zillu’s-Sultdn, the eldest son of the king, who had murdered several Bahd'is, attested to
me that Mirza Varqd was the foremost individual of Iran and a man of consummate
accomplishment.

1 2? ‘Abdu’l-Baha was in Fanwood, New Jersey on 31 May 1912. He stayed at the home of Mr and Mrs Wm. H.

Hoar and returned to New York the next day. (https://bahai-library.com/hopson_abdul-baha_new_york)—
M.W.T.



“Later, Mirza Varqd and his brother, Mirzd Husayn ‘Ali, travelled long distances on foot and
arrived at ‘Akkd, where they were honoured with the privilege of meeting the Blessed Beauty.

“This was the first pilgrimage of Varqd. Afterwards, the Blessed Beauty instructed him to
travel to Iran and teach the Cause of God. Mirzd Varqd returned to Iran and successfully
promoted the divine Word in all its cities.

“Following this, the Ascension of Bahd’u’lldh occurred, after which Varqd and his two sons,
Mirza ‘Azizu’lldh and Mirzd Ruhu’lldh, went to ‘Akkd and stayed with me awhile. I later sent
them from ‘Akkad to Iran and instructed them to be engaged in teaching the Cause of God, so
there they went, devoting their days to exalting the Word of God and spreading His sweet

savours.

“Eventually, they reached Zanjdn, where Varqd and his son Ruhu’lldh, who was twelve years
of age, were arrested, put in chains, and thrown into jail. From there they were conducted, in
shackles, to Tehran, where they were imprisoned.

“Then, while confined to a house in Tehran, those two esteemed souls were martyred with the
severest inflictions of torment. While fettered, Rithu’llah would lift up his chains, kiss them, and
say, ‘I give Thee thanks, O my God, that on Thy Path Thou hast placed these chains upon my
head. O God! Thou art the Capable, the Kind. Though I am but a child, make me firm and
steadfast in Thy Cause.’

“In brief, those honourable souls were martyred in confinement. At the moment of his
martyrdom, Ruhu’llah cried out, ‘Yd Bahd'u’lldh!”

“Those respected souls left behind two remnants for us: one, Mirza ‘Azizu’lldh Khdn; the
other, Aqd Mirzd Valiyu’llGh Khdn. [111:18:11, Pers. page 4]

“Mirza Varqd was a person without like or peer. He was the embodiment of the love of God
and one accepted at His most holy threshold.

“Therefore, recount their detachment and divine attraction, in particular the detachment of
that child—how, filled with the love of God, and with what remarkable joy and spiritual ecstasy,
he laid down his life and won a martyr’s death!

[Provisional translation by Nasser and Rezvan Saeedi. Amended by Adib Masumian, June
2022. Scans and Persian text of the speech are also available in Khitdbdt-i-Hadrat-i-‘Abdu’l-
Bahd, vol. 2, pp. 107-109. (see https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/KA2/)]



2. Persian text transcript1

Star of the West, 7 February 1913, 11:18, pp. 11-12 (Persian pp. 4-5).
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Another transcript of this talk has been published in Khitabat-i-Hadrat-i-‘Abdu’l-Bah3, vol. 2,
pp- 107-09 and made available, both as scans and in DOC/PDF typescript, on the "old" Baha’i
Reference Library in Khitabat-i-Hadrat-i-‘Abdu’l-Bah3, vol. 2, pp. 107-109, both as scans and in
DOC/PDF typescript, on the "old" Bahad’i Reference Library:

Page 107: https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/KA2/kaz-112.html
Page 108: https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/KA2/ka2-113.html
Page 109: https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/KA2/ka2-114.html

3. Persian text transcript 2

from Khitdbadt-i-Hadrat-i-‘Abdu’l-Bahd, vol. 2, pp. 107-09
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