In 1906, when we (my wife and our baby son, Rahim, about
eleven months 0ld) were on the point of leaving America for Akka,
a number of Baha'i friends requested me to take notes of tabdu'l-
Baha's conversations during our visit, in order that these might
be translated angd published for the benefit of the Baha'is in
America., This I did, and towards the end of our visit, I ocopied
ny Parsihn notes and submitted the most important among them to
'Abdu'l~Baha for revision.

My trenslation of those notes (done in 1907) appears in the
following pages. In rendering these beautiful Episodes and Teach-
ings into English, my purpose has been to retain as much of the
literal sense and the atmosphere of the original as possible.

By request, I also supplement these notes with my transia-
tion of some hitherto unpublished instruotive Tablets of
Baha'u'llah and 'Abdu'}-Baha, bearing upon the subjects treated

in the ebove conversations.

After two days' stay in Haifa, we proceeded to Akka where
we arrived early in the afterncon of Saturday, June 9, 1906. As
tibdutl-Baha &and others had already had the mid-day meal, my wife
and I were served separately in our room: After the meal, we
were called into the side-room where ‘'Abdu'l-Baha was awalting us.

He embraced me and kissed me on the oheeks. He also most
warnly welcomed my wife, and took Rahim from my arms. He then
sat on the Sofa Holding Rahim on His lap, eand while He gave the

Baby His rosary to play with, He lovingly inquired after our



health, and asked if we had had a good journey. Then looking
at m8, my wife and the Baby, He said torme while smiling, "0
Khent! This is the sign of biessing and inorease; you went 1o
Amerioa one and returned three." These words we took to mean
that He blessed our conjugel family life with unity and harmony,
and that He bespoke for us Divine bounty and inerease. He asked
for the Baby's age and I answered that he was one year and four
days 01ld, Turning to my wife He said in part, whlle showing her
gread kindness and favor: "Weloomel Weloome! Marhabal DPraise
be to God, that as a result of the Revelation of Al- Abha, the
Kast and the West have embraced each other like unto two beloved
ones., TYou are the first Americen bride to be united to & Baha'i
from Persia., Praise God, for this great favor."

Before being seated, and while I had the Baby in my arms,
*Abdu'l-Baha looked at Rghim with Hils glorious face illuminated
with Joy, and He said in part: "This is the fruit of the union
between the East and the West." Turning to my wife, He saild:
"I see that you love Rahim Khen very much." Upon other ooca-
sions during our visit 'Abdutl-Baha often said: "As Rehim Khan
is the first fruit of the union of the East and West, whoever
looks upon his face loves him."

He inquired of Mrs. Maxwell, I spoke of my vislt of nine
days at her house in Montreal before sailling, where I taught
the Truth and spoke to large gatherings every night. He asked
if I had remained there nine days and I saild yes. Then I sald
how Mrs. Maxwell was wholly devoted to teaching and to service

of the Cause, and how she had specially rented & house with a



large parlor to hold meetings therein. He inguired after her
health, and when I sald that she seemed better than ever since
she had become a Believer, 'Abdu'l-Baha said, "Some years ago
when Mrs. Maxwell came to Akkae, she was very weak and serious-

ly 111, - s0 much so that no one aould believe she would ever

get well. But God healed her."™ Then in connection with Montre-

al, I spoke of Mr. Woodoock and his work, and He was greatly
pleased to hear it.

Later in the day He showed me a letter which He had re-
ceived from Persia., He told me to read it and to see how the
Cause of God was growing in Persia, and with what devotion the
Believers were bringing meny new souls to the Truth.

The next morning while I was in our room with my family,
a gentle rapping attracted me to the door. There I found
*Abdutl.Baha standing with a large white handerchief full of
flowers. He sald, "Glve these flowers to Florence Khenum and
bring me back the handkerechief.”" This I obeyed instantly. To
our joy and delight, we found the flowers to be no other than
a bridal bouquet of white roses. In them I found  another
small bouguet. It was easy to see its signifioance! All can
imagine our joy upon receiving that blessingl My wife burst
into tears of joy; for in this lovely act of 'Abdu'l-Baha's
she found the fulfilment of a prayer she had offered for a
long time. The prayer was that she might receive a rose from
the hand of 'Abdu‘'l-Baha.

In the morning, while I was in His presence with other
pilgrims, He said in part: I have Jjust been telling Haji



({huraseni) that there is no real pleasure 1in freedom from
pains and ailments a&s such freedom is not permanent. For if
a man who suffers from a fever 1s freed from it, he shall
sooner or later have other ajilments and finadly he will die
and depart from this life.

*But resl pleasure 1s this that a hundred  thousand
bullets may be fired at a person from all direotions by those
who seek to desatroy him, and none of these should touch him,
Or that enemlies try to drown him in the gea and their efforts
fail in so doing." By these and similar utterances, He
referred to His own ocalamities and to the efforts of His
many enemies who had gquite recently exerted themselves to
bring about His exile unto the burning deserts of Arabla or
Africa, or to effeot His total destruction. While speaking
these words, His joy was so great that one oould not help
feeling that real feith is the only source of real joy and
that Truth makes one invulnerable and immune to all attaoks
and oppositions.

I spoke of Mrs. Cowle's (e} love and devotion.

() Later Mme. de Lagnielle
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'Abdu'l-Baha said in part: "She came here wikh Mrs. Jaockson
and remeined for sometime. Though she was poor, she was
always happy. I had her stay with us in the Household. Here

she labored very hard in cooking certain dishes. ©She saild she



wished to learn how to oook Persien dishes in order to make
them for the Beha'is in Amerioa. Her only son had died and
this had given her great sorrow. She oontinued sad until
she became a Believer in the Cause of God. This brought her
true happiness., If she had not become a Bellever in this
Manifestation, sorrow would have destroyed her; for she had
no other attachment or hope in the world.”

Then He spoke at length of the "Composure of Heart,"
or "Tranquility of the Soul.™ "This", He said, "is a state
of true falth whioch gives man such assurance and conviction
ot God's bounty, that all the trials and sufferings of this
earth cannot affeot hin."

Speaking of true joy and happiness, He said in part:
"If a man is not happy in his life, death is better than
such a life. True joy comes #irom the tranquility of heart,
and this state ccmes from faith! Praise be to God who
gave us trgnqullity of heart} Thils 1s why we are always
happy. I pray and suppliocate to the Beauty of Abha to bless
all the servants and majd-servants with true happiness re-
sulting from the tranquility of heart.®

Speaking of a Believer He sald: "She is a courageous
women, and she is firm. In a recent letter she sald how
happy she was, for while traveling in different distriots to
teach the Truth, children badcpusued her in the streets, and
had insulted, ridioculed, end reviled her. As all this was in
the path of God, it gave her greet joy."

In this connection He said in part: "In America certaln
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men of religious influence will arise against the Cause, and
will try to prevent people from this Truth. When thils oomes
to pass, the Cause will progress, and joy and fragrance will
inorease in theBelievers."

The second day at luncheon in the small room beside ours,

opening to the Ssa, (oj I took occasion to mention our departed
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(e} A room attached to 'Abdu'l-Baha's reception room, & room
which was memorable to me as my work and living room during

many months of my last long stay in Akka in 1899 to 19001

sister Mrs. Coles, and to say how Ilwas grieved at her death,
and how I had been o¢itishithinking of her and praying for hex
since reaching Akka. ‘'4dbdutl-Beha sald in part: "I was very
much grieved at Mrs. Coles' death. She was very pure in spirit,
and she was very devoted and firm. She never fell short in
serving the GCause, for she exerted her utmost in assisting the

friends. She was therefore an esteemed maid-servant of God and
& ohild of the Kingdom."

While we were at table, little Rahim ocame tripping into
the room. 'Abdu'l-Baha most lovingly greeted him. Then He
gave him a pieve of bread with His blessing. My wife thanked
Him for the restful sleep she had enjoyed in the Holy Household.
He sald she had not yet had sufficient rest but that she shall
en joy reel rest during her visit.

In the afternoon,He summoned me and enquired concerning

the news of the Cause in the leading citied of Amerlos, and at
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Sen Franoisoo. I spoke of the untiring devotion of Mrs. Goodall
and her daughter in the great work they do in Oakland. This re-
joiced Him greatly. He then inquired concerning certain Baha'is,
and spoke of the Baha'l Publishing Soociety of Chicago (e) in part:

"The assemblies of Chicego, Washington and New York must be in
hermony with eaoh other in the matter of printing and publioca-
tions. The publication of any matter by any one of these Assenb-
lies must be at first reported to the respeotive publishing sooie-
ties of theother oitles,- thus removing all causes for Inharmony.™
Speaking of the then prospective trip of Mr. Harris to India, He
said in part: "If Harris end MacNutt travel to Indla in company,
this will be very useful for the Cause."

As 8 nursing mother, my wife apologized to 'Abdu'l-Baha for
what she spoke of as her "great appetite." He hoWever referred
to her duties 8s a mother and the labors which make part of that
calling, and to the need therefore for more than usual mourish-
ment. Speaking of appetite and teking food, He sald further in
part: . "Virtue and excellenoe consist in true faith in God, not in
having a small or a large eppetite for food, or in similar matters.

Jinabi Tahirih (e) had a good appetite., When asked concerning it,

(OT--Qprrat-ul:Ayn. ----------------------
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she would answer, 'It 1s recorded in the Holy traditions that one

of the recorded attributes of the people of peredise is "partaeking



of food, continually."t (Whatever may be the outward meanings

of this tradition, in its spiritual sense it means that when man
is brought into the Paradise of Divine Nearness, through faith, he
perennially and perpetueally partakes of the food of Divine Bounties
and Favors,)

"0 be brief; when man tskes food, it strengthens him in what-
ever mood or state of mind or condition he may be in at the time of
eating. BEor 1nstanoe,"1r a man is full of love, eatlng food in-
creasgses his love; on the contrary, when & man 1s angry and eats
food it intensifies his anger., Thus 1t 1s necessary that man think
only of the Love of God. Then if he eats a little more food than
may seem usual, it does no hearm. But otherwise, that 1is, if he
does not possess the Love ef God, to eat little or much food is

all the same.,"

Then turning to Hajli Khuraesani (e} He said in part: Joy is
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(¢) Who was Just recovering from a long period of mental and

physical indisposition.
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the test ocure for your 1llness. Joy is better than a hundred
thousand medicines for &k aiok person, If there is a sick person

and one wishes to oure him, let ¢gng cause joy and happiness in his

heart.n
7
Conocerning the faot that blows, suffering and tribulations
and trials endured by true belilevers are condwcive to the progress
and advanoement of the Ceuse of God, ‘*Abdu'l-Baha said in part:

"Paul end Peter, the Apostles, once went into one of the cities
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of the Greeks and engaged in teaching the Truth. 1In that city,
there was a temple which bore the insceription, 'To the Ngue of
the Unknown God.!' Paul arose and, addressing himself to the
multitude, said: 'We bring you tidings from the same "Unknown
God,"™' thus preaching to them the message of Christ. A great
number of the Greeks beocame interested in the Cause., This
aroused jealousy in the Jews who began to meke troutle. The
multitude, aroused by these seditions, attacked the Apostles and
'beat them untll they fell unconscious. Then thelr bodies were
dragged along the road and thrown outside the city. Paul and
Peter oontinued in a death-like unconsciousness all night. Zarly
in the morning, Paul, who was brought to himself, said to Peter:
#There 1s a fair today in a place in this neighborhood, at which
many people will be present. Let us move along to preach the
Gospel in that place.' Peter called attentlon to thelr wounded
and bruilsed bodies; and slthough at first too week to move, they
finally arose and hetook themselves to the falr and preached.
Briefly, these persecutions caused a further spread of the Cause
of Gh#ist, in that they oauszed them %o be removed into a new
place and preaoh to & new multitude."

On June 11, 1906, 'Abdu'l-Bsha summoned me into the garden
within the house-walls where He was walking alone. As the time
gseemed opportune, I spoke of my great sorrow in finding Him a
close prisoner within the wells of Akka, and I remarked that His
imprisonment had alreedy lasted for a long time. To console ne,

(Abdu'l-Baha seid in part: "We have wished it to be such. Tor
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many reasons, this incarceration is useful for me. One is that
this 1s conducive to proteotion; for our enemles, finding us im-
prisoned, would not think of further steps (to harm the Cause).
Moreover, after the Blessed Perfection (who died a Prisoner), we
mst delight in being a prisoner; and no other state is good for
us and no freedom san give us rest. Our purpose is to serve the
Threshold of the Almighty, whether imprisoned or free, If we
dwell in a royel palace surrounded by delectable meadows and
gardens and have every mesans for rest and composure at our dis-
posel, but news oomes t0o us that the bellevers are not filled with
the fire of faith and do not eot in accord with the laws and ex-
hortations of God,- what good ocould all the luxury of e pklace

do to comfort us? Nay, such news would make a palace seem to us
darier than a dungeon and our hardships inoresase. But now thet
I am in prison and you have c¢ome here from Amerioca and tell me
that since his return from Akka Mr., MecNutt continually spoke at
the Baha'i Meetings with great enthusiesm and love and attracted
the hearts of the believers,- this good news transforms this
prison into a paradise. Therefore, ilmprisonment gives us no psain;
for our purpose is to got in acoord with the commandments and ex~
hortations of God."

AgeMihdi, the Gardener of Bahjl, ceme in and brought & bunch
of white jasmine. 'Abdu'l.Baha gave me one-half of the flowers to
share with my wife, and we walked back to the oourt-yard.a There
wes brought e basket of apricots into His presence. He took the
rruitiand distributed it to the pllgrims and the believers. He

also gave seversl to me, end several others "to take to Florence
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Khenum." He then especially gave me an extra one whiech He

said was "For Rahim Khen."

On Tuesday, June 12, 1906, after parteking of the midday
meal with Him, *Abdu'l-Beha commanded me %o go to visit the Holy
Tomb at Bahji in company with my wife. She donned the Persien
chader and veil (o), and we took the baby with us. While my joy
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(@) As she did all through our visit to Akke and then during the
entire length of our stay in Persia, in accord with the Command

of 'Abdu'l-Baha,

was great in revisiting the Holy Tomb, after years of separation,
and in presenting ¥Wjyfe and Child at the Holy Threshold, the memory
of the past years when I often visited the Tomb amd Bakjl with
tAbdu'l-Bahea, as well as the thought of the present changed con-
ditions due to His imprisonment, weighed heavily upon my heart.
Upon our return to the town, I went to 'Abdu'l-Baha who was
in the tent in His little garden outside the house. He énguired
of our visit to the tomb. I answered that by referring to the
visits of years before when He would leed large gatherings of
believers of all lands and nations to that Holy Threshold, and
saying that because those days are no more makes me disconsolate
and de jected, He lovingly spoke words of comfort to me,: Among
other things He said in part: "In the end, all will be well and
happy times will come. 'Once ageain a time will come as sweet as
sugar.* The time will come when the prooession of pllgrims of
all lands will be densely extended from the gate of Akka to the
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Holy Tomb without any interruption. Thus men of all nations and
distriots will come to visit this Sacred Spod.,"* "0 Khan, do you

remember the days of Haifa? (o) What happy times were thosel Do
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(e) Referring to my first visit during 1900, when I hed the bless-
ed privilege to be His amanuensis and translator and enjoyed His
presence night and day., We remained for long months in Haifa
where visitors, formerly of all oreeds andh 11l nationalities

and races, sucocessively came and partook of physiocal and spirit-

nal food at His Holy Teble.
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you remember that night in Haifa when people of many lands and
neétionelities were present &t dinner,~- Americans, Peraians, Euro-
peans, Persian Turks in huge sheep-skin head-gears, and ZFuropesan
and American ladies in their wonderful hats, made part of the
same meeting, which was also attended by Qeyim Magam (Governor
of Haifa) and the turbened Turkish Judge? How words and explanz.
tions were continuoﬁs? Great Jjoy and fragrence indeed predomin-
ated in that gathering. Indeed, all those present were sincere
and deeply impreséeﬁ and even the Govenor and the Judge were fully
posseased with joy and fragrancel! What e wonderful night it wasi

On Wednesday, June 13, 1906, while at luncheon, my wife ask-
ed 'Abdu'l-Baha concerning the interpretation of the following
verse of the Gospel: "To him that hath shall be given, and from
him that hath not shall be taken away even that he hath."

In answer 'Abdutl-Bahe said in part: "This 1is the exposition

of one of the great questions of Divine Wisdom which Christ has
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couched in this brief and simple utterance. The great guestion
is this: In the world of existence, pause (or disocontinuation
of progress) marks the beginning of fall and decadence., For
instance, as logg as the bird soars or moves upward in the air,
it is in progress. But no sooner it pauses than it begins +to
descend. Or, as long as a merchant lives on the interest or in-
come produced by his capital his business 1is successful and in
progress. Buino sooner he begins to consume hls capltel than the
beginning of his decadence is reached and he inclines toward bank-
ruptcy. Henoe 1t is customary amongst men of trade and tusiness
%0 say of one who drews on his capital for self-sustenance, (It is
all over with him.*' Now by the word of Christ, 'to him that hath
shall be given,! is meant briefly: To him that hath the capital
of PTruth and ¥aith shell be given an inorease of such when he
employs this capital by living up to the requirements of Falth,
and by comminicating them to others in word and deed. Thus he
who 1s endowed with any degree of capacity and ability must oon-
stantly exerf himself in order to increase them, or he wilill see
the beginning of failure end decadence. For thls pause is like
unto consuming ones capital, or allowing his capacity to decrease
and thus fulfilling in himself the verdict, 'And from him that
heth not shall be taken eway even that he hath.'"

Florence Khanum spoke concerning a certain sect which is
interested in healing physical ailments and devoted to what is
called a better life than that of the usual sects. She then
asked, "Are these people who claim to surpass the other Christian

sects in charity and good. deeds to be considered possessors of a
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speclal excellence or are they one of the new sects of Christian-
itye»

'Abdu'l.Baha enswered in words to the following effect:
"Whetever good deeds man performs in this world have originelly
inculocated by the Prophets and Manifestations of God. Vere it
not for the Prophets'! teachings, man would remain ignorent and
heedless llke unto the brute beasts. FYor instance, 1f out of ene
thousend sheep nine hundred and ninety-nine be slaughtered before
the eyes of each other, the last sheep would remain unmindful and
continue heedless, diligently engaged in grazing. Material Phil-
csophers say that they perform good deeds and therefore need no
religion; not knowing that thecvery 'Good Deeds' they claim to
perform have originally been taught by Divine Prophets. Hence
true excellence consists in acknowledging the Manifestations of
God and living up to their teachings. (For they set the standard
of a truly good life and enable men +o perform Good Deeds.}"

"As to healing the 1lls of the body and caring for the sick
and the poor, This is very good, but its effect or result is not
a permanent one. For when men is healed of one physical pain,
another will seoner or leter affect him; and finally as a result,
bodily death will overtake him, But the healing performed by the
Manifestation of God is of the Soul and is permanent, &nd thje Life
conferred by them is spiritual and thereforeikeeps maen allve forever."

Florence Khenum asked: "If one is situated with a family or
& number of people who are in need of help and assistaence, and one

should have tried his best to assist them with, however, no coopera-
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stlon or encouragement on their part,- until one feels utterly irmo-
tent to render them any further assistance,- should he still remain
with them and endeavor to offer them help, or should he leave them
and go after his own business?" 'Abdutl-Baha answered: "Man 1is
responsible to the degree of his power and capacity." (That is,

man should do his best %o help his fellowmen as muoch as it is
possible for him.)

He was further asked: "If one feels grieved at his fallure
to help others muoch more than one actuglly could, while one head
the desire and intention of rendering them greater help, what
should he do?" 'Abdu;l-Baha sald in part: "In this case, the fact
that one had the desire and the intention of helping is enough for
him. For 'God judges man's deeds according to the intention which
actuated them.'! This authentlec trmdition hes come down from the
Prophet, to wit: 'A man's intnetion or will is better than his act.'
This means that when a man has a good intention, thet is, cherishes
the desire in his heart for & righteous act, 1t is impossible that
such an intention be anything but pure. Whereas, in acting, 1t is
possible that selfish reasons may have prompted it. For instance,
it is possible that a men performs a good deed with a view to per-
sonal interest; sush a good deed done is not seperated from hypoc-
risy and insincerity. But when a man cherishes & good intention,
it is impossible that it be prompted by any prejudice or be in-
tended for anything but good. In this sense, 'A man's intention is
better then his aoct.'"

He further said in part: "It is possible that men may have

& good intention to perform a worthy deed, but be without the means
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%0 exeoute it., For instanoe, & man may have the intention +to
succor fhe poor and assist the orphan, but be without the necessary
meens with which to carry it out. Such en intention will have its
effect in the world of Bxistence, and will be acocepted in the King-
dom of God. And if a man be enabled to put it into deeds 1t will
be 'light upon light' (i.e. doubly acceptable, as is commonly ex-
pressed).”

We asked as to the fiifference between Sagacity and Tntellil-
gence {or intellect)., 'Abdu'l-Baha answered in part: "Sagacity
is a power which enables one to become cognizant of the existence
of a thing by means of the outward senses, or to feel the presence
of a thing through oertéin outward signs. For instance, the slight-
est motion felt in a room makes one conscious of the presence of
some one upon the roof, without, however, knowing who or what or
whizh he or it may be. This 1s the limit ogrknowing power of

Sagacity. (o) This 'sagacity' or 'Quickness of parts' is to be

(o) The term "Zikavat" used by 'Abdu'l-Baha which is here trans-
lated "Sagacity" better corresponds to the terms "Quickness of parts®
or“he power of instinct,” as differentiated from "Intellect” or
"Conscious intelligenoce"™ which I give as equivalent to the word "Aql™
used here by 'Abdu'l-Basha.
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met with in most animels, while in man this is found in aumuch less
degree. TFor instamce, 1f, during the night, some one enters your
house clandestinely, the man of the house may not feel conscious

of such presence, while the dog of the house will instantly become
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aware of it. Thus a dog 1s more sagacious then hls master in the
matter of the power of $he lnstinot, but the dog has no intelleot
which is & gift particuler to man. But the intellect is a power
by whioch man ponders over things and secures tangible results from

them., (o) Among children, some oomprehend things quickly, while
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(e} Or, as 'Abdurl-Beha has said elsewhere, "The intellect 1is =
power by whioh men comprehends the realities of things. Or, it is
a power by whioh man reasons from the part to the whole, or is ocon-

sciously led from premises to the sonclusion."
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others teke time to reach a csonclusion. The former are called in-
telligent and are preised by some as being superior to the latter
who are laughed at and oconsidered stupid. But often the child of
the latter cless, who seems slow, is endowed with superior in-
telleoct, andﬁ?herefore needs to ponder over things before pro-
nouncing a judgment upon them. While having less sagecity and
quickness of parts as possessed by the other, he surpasses him in
real intellect." i

We asked ‘shdu'l-Baha concerning Intthition, or what is
called "The Sixth Sense" (Or inner perception or insight. I
translete it "inner perception' as this 1s nearer the sense of the
word used by 'Abdu'l-Baha). He said in part: "Intuition (or inner
perception) is a power or a light by which man comprehends end per=
ceives the realities of things without the mediumship of the out-
ward senses, To illustrate: There are four kinds of light: 1-

The outward (or phenoﬁenal) light, which makes things manifest or
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visible, but which does not discover thems 2~ The light of the
eye, or Eye-sight. This makes things manifest and also discovers
them, but it does not coﬁpréhend thems 3- The light of the In-
tellect (or reason). This light mskkes things manifest, discovers
them, comprehends them, but things pre-exist it, (i.e., its ex-
istenoe is posterior to the creation of things). 4~ The Light
of God. It is the revealer of things (i.e., by it things are made
manifest), the discoverer of things, the comprehender of things,
and it preoedes the oreation of all things and follows the exist-
ence of all things, as it is sald, 'God is the Light of the
Heaven and Earth! {Quran).

"o be brief: The light which 1s the manifestor of things
makes things menifest; the light which is the discoverer of things
discovers them; the 1igh£ which 1s the comprehender of things com-
prehends things. Likewise, the outward faculties and senses of
men discover and perceive the appearance of things. But the light
of Intuition (or Inner Perception) is a light whioch comprehends
the realities aﬁd the core of things. Intuition (or Inner Per-
ception) means the Divine Universal Reason, and it comprehends and
grasps supernatural things and conditions which ocennot be grasped
by the outward senses.

The Prophets and Divine Menifestationa have taught that this
sense of Intuition, Inner Perception, or Innate Reason exists in
man., Philosophers are also in accord witﬁ the Prophets in this
natter, that is, to the degree of beleiving it possible that such
a power may exist in man. For Philosophers do not deny .the ex-

istence of powers which are supernatural. But Prophets demonsirate
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the existence of this Inner Perception and Intuition in man in a
practical way. They show forth this power first in themselves by
inspiring men with the faculty of comprehending the realities of
things end grasping things supernatural.” (That is, the Prophets
prove the existence of Intuition or Inner Reason, bty showing forth
themselves suoh a oomprehension which 1s beyond the power of any
man., They also inspire their disciples with, and develop 1in them,
the same power. This is 1llustrated in the life, prophetic vision
and deeds of the Prophets and their true followers.

One morning, the Greatest Holy Leaf gave Rahim a gold ring
in which the Greatest Name engraved on a pretty black agate was
mounted. This made my wifé very happy. At luncheon she spoke of
this to 'Abdu'l-Bsha and thanked Him for this great favoxr shown
to our Baby. 'ibdu'l-Baha said in part: "This Greatest Name ring
was the dearest of possesslons t0 my sister. This is why she gave
it to your son." Then my wife thanked Him for His kindness to her
for the rest she was enjoying in the Household. He lovingly an-
swered: "We have done nothing for you and we heaeve heen able to do
nothing worth mention, but we have heart-felt love and this is the
prineiple thing and of great importance,"

One morning, I wes in £he presence of 'Abdu'l.Bahe with the
other pilgrims. A believer from one of the towns in the wvicinity
of Akka was also present. ‘'Abdutl-.Baha inquired of him concerning
& certain Turkish official. He sald that this official was now
imprisoned and closely guarded by four sollders; that he was not

allowed to see or converse with anyoge. 'Abdut'l-Baha, turning to
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us, said: "See, how for the sake of e trifling galn, people sub-
Jeot themselves to terrible difficulties and suffering and triel,
though it gives them no result or benefit whatever. This is the
consequence of exerting omse's self to galn the things of the world,
But such is not the case in the Cause of God: for whoever takes a
single step or endures the least hardship for the sake of God, it
will never be lost or prove frultless. Consider, how many people
in this world have given lire and property and sacrificed their
families fo bondage and caeptivity! But as they did not suffer
this in the path of God, they profited nothing, nor were their
names highly spoken of or even mentioned among them. But consider
Husayn who suffered martyrdom for the sake of God. He wad refused
water by his enemies, His family were made captives. But his very
cry for water at the time of death was so far reaching that it still
tings in the ears of the muliitudes,- for he suffered martyrdom for
the sake of God, On the other hand, consider the war between Jepan
and Russia; How about one million people perished during that wear,
either in aotual battle, or from disease, or from fatigue in the
deserts and mountainst! Yet no one hears any mention of them, although
there were many men of fame and glory among them. Bul when a single
person sufre;s martyrdom in the Cause of God and gives up family and
property, his neme and mention continue forevér. For he suffered
this for an immortal Cause and endured triala for a Divine purpose."
Speaking on the same theme 'Abdutl-Baha continued: "When we
were in Tihran, Mirza Aqa.Khan of Nur was the Prime Minister, and
the Nuri family held offiociel honors and positions, end had a great

distinetion ﬁmang men. A4 little while, and that court of glooy was
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closed and it became the turn of Amin-id-Dawlih of Kashan to be

the appointed Prime Minister. His carpet was also folded up and
his time ended. Then Mirza Husayn Khan "The Commander in Chief"
was si#en the rein of affairs. He too passes away and was no more.
Then Mustawfi-ul-Mamalik became the Premier. He too went by and
his time ochanged. ¥inally Amin-us-Sulten bacame Prime Minister.

He too wmmt by, his carpet of fame was folded up. (e)

(9) At the time 'Ahdu'l-Baha apoke these words, Amin-us-Sultan was
in Xurope. A year henoe, 1906-1807, he was recalled to Tihran and
reappointed Prime Minister, but he was asséssinated in the same

year. Hence the prophetic words of ' Abdu’l-Baha.
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*To be brief: All these svents transpired. Men came and men
went by. But during all these transformations and changes in Persis,
we have continmued here in a uniform confition, ococupled with our own
affairs without suffering any change of position. All this, because
our whole interest is confine%hto the Cause of God, and we have no
attachment to the things of‘%Se world." Then reverting to the Turk-
ish official, He sald: "This officilal suffered such hardships and

imprisonment for the mere reason that he had a salery of one thousand

pilastres, and he wished to raise it to fifteen hundred.m

In the evening.at ginner, AAbdu'l-Baha inquired of Mr. Harris.
I spoke of him highly and praised him because of his elogquence and
service to the Cause, 'Abdutl-Baha was Te joiced and, referring to
the false statements of the Naqidin, He said to us in part: "See
how Mirza Mﬁhammad Ali has said that *Aga (i.e., tAbdu'l~Baha Him-
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self) hes abolished and effaced the Cause of Godl" By the life of
God, see you whether I,- who have caused the Cause of the Blessed
Perfeotion to reach the East and theWest until numerous devoted
and eloquent souls like Mr. Hﬁrris have appeared therein,- have
effaced the Cause, or Mirze Muhammad Ali who has done 4o much harm
by arising sgainst mei™ On the same subjeot He said in part® "That
Beha'utllah appointed me the Center of His Cuvenant was not because
I was His Son, Nay, I swear by His Holy Spirit, that had He found
a negro of Zanzibar more oapable than I am, He would have appolinted
him preferably to mele.."

"Mirza Muhammad Ali exerted his utmost to bring about my exile
from Akks, in the vain hope that in my absence the bellevers would
obey him, or that he would be proteotedl But he 1s too heedless to
know that in case my life 1s destroyed, he too shall be afflloted
with a great calamitys... Mirza Muhammad All went even so far as to

ooccasion the shedding of my blood. That 1s, he sent Jamal (©) direct-

(e) One of the Chief Haqiohin.
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1y from here to Tihran. The latter went to the Ottomen Ambassador

and sald that he *had lived for years in the Turkish countries and en-
joyed the blessings of peace and Ifreedom under that government; that
he had thereby become suoh a well-wisher of Turkey that inoerder to
expresa his gratitude to the authorities, he deemed 1t his duty to
inform them of a matter which is vital to the protection of Turkey,'
eto. Then he sald to the Ambassador of that 'vital matter' to wit:
'+4bbas Effendi haa brought the British people into Akka and is con-

_sidering turning over Syria to Britian, that he is in oooperation
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with the young Turk party, the Sultan's enemies,' etc...

"To be brief, by stating such falsehoods, Jamal stirred up
such seditlion and made such misrepresentations it seemed very diffi-
oult to explain or remedy them! Finally to prove the utter falsity
of such assertatiens, Jinabl Adilih (one of the venerable Baha'i
teachers in Tihran) gave é-copy of the *Book of Aqdas™ to the Turk-
ish Ambassador to see for himself., We too sent direotly to the con-
fidants of the Sultan two hundred end fifty petlitions, letters re-
oéived by us from the Amerioan Baha'is, for his consideration. Thus
it was made known to him that our work is wholly of a spiritual nature
and that our misslon i1s entirely removed from such aocusatlons; and
that by the Command of the Blessed Perfeotion we are obedient to
governments &nd are far from seditions."”

Referring to the two trips to India taken by Muhammad Ali for
seditious purposes during the life-~time of Baha'u'llah, and to the
fact that he even tried to set up a perty by the help of Bazir (who
became & Naqiz) against the Covenent, 'Abdu'l-Baha said in part: "I
swear by His Holy Splrit that one day Baha'ut'llah called me to Him
saying, 'Agal 'Aqal! () See how limited 1s your brothed's intelli-

(¢) 1i.e., Master, Master!, the term by which Baha'u'llah addressed
'Abdu’l—Baha

- e W A T R a W D R S D Y S N e B ey B S S Y AR g SN D Sm eE By TR G S A S P e &g L E N B E X % J L TR 2k f 1 ]

genoe, for a man like this Nazir has succeeded in leading him twice
to India and bringing him back.!" (#)
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{#) This refers to the plots in which Muhammad 4li end Nazir were

engaged to'prepare the way for sppremacy and become the leader of
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the Cause after the Departure of Baha'u'llah, Bsha'u'llah knew of
these too wgll, as 1s testified by meny Tablets and incidents, es-
pecially by the Revelation of the "Book of His Covensant" prior %o
His departure, in which He olearly appoints 'Abdu‘'l-Baha as the One
to whom all, including the Branches, are to turn for light and

guidance,
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One morning while épéaking on various topios, 'Abdu'l-Baha
said in paxrt: "Votldgsls a practical means for the setilement of
any matters under oconsideration, espeolally because those who de-
liberate may naturally advance various opinions perteining to it.n

He then dwelt at length upon the subject of the House of
Justice, and spoke words to the following effect: "The House of
Justioce 1é so mighty an organization that no one shall have the
right to resist or oppose it., By that i1s meant the Universal House
of Justice. That is, when all the local Houses of Justice of the
gifferent countries will be represented in the orgenization of a
General House of Justioe, that Housd will rule over all. TFor such

be
a House of Justice shall ,under the protection and infallibility of

the Blessed Perfeotion agh favored by His confirmastion."
In thils conneotion I asked concerning infallibility, whether
by this is intended the Power of the House of Justice to do &and
order that which 1%t willeth, or whether it refers to another state. (9}
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(0) In the Tablet of Infallibility preceding the Tablet of Ishraqat--
my translation-- Bshatutllah speaks of the Infallibility of the Mani-

festations of God to be their unquestioned authority to do that which
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they will or deslire, for they are Manifestations of the Almighty,
who 1s the possessor of Omnipotence and unquestioned authority.
Bahetu'llah has conferred suoh absolute authority upon the House
of Justice. Yor it is a foundation which safe~guards the order
and unity of the world and the peaoce of soclety, and it would fall
short of this vitael accomplishment were 1ts euthority to be quest-

ioned by eny one.
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'Abdutl-Beha sald in part: "Infalkibility is of two kinds; (1)
Intrinsioc or immediate Infallibility, {2) oonferred, extrinsic or
mediate Infallibility. Intrinsic or immediate Infallibility means
that God, exalted is His Glory, and noige else save ﬁim has any por-
tion thereof. He 1s the doer of that which He willeth. A4nd His
Infallibility is espeoilalized to His Universal Manifestations who
appear at the head of each great Cyole.

"The conferred, extrinsioc or mediate Infallibility is that
of those Holy sduls whq are under the proteotion of the Divine Meni.
festations, for preservation from error is conferred upon souls &as
8. pure gift of God. God's Infallibility is intrinsioc, whereas that
of the Holy Souls under the protection of His Manifestations is ex-
trinsic, for it is soquired &s & gift or quality from them. For in-
stance, the 1ight of the Sun is intrinsic or immediate, but the
light of the planets Is aocquired from the Sun and is therefore ex-
trinsic. The light of the Sun 1s independent of the plenet, while
that of tﬁe planet is dependent upon the light of the Sun. To be
brief, God will raise pure, righteous and sincere beings for the

Housd of Justice who will be under His protection and the decrees
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of the House of Justioce shall be effective in all matters not es-
pecially ‘'provided for in the Book.!'"

Belng asked as to the sex of itsumembership, 'Abdu'l-Baha
answered: "The membership of the House of Justice shall be all men."
Being asked if the members of the General House of Justice will be
nine in numhe;, He answered: '"The membershilp 1is not limited to
nine, Nay, nine 1s the minimum number end it will gradually be in-
creased nine by nine. For instence, it will be raised to numbers
which are mltiples of the number nine, such as eighty-one which is
equal to nine times nine, and so forth.®" Supplementary to the above
utterances, I hereby translate an important Tablet, ooncerning the
House of Justiloe, revealéd by 'Abdu'l-Baha, for & Perslan heliever
in the early years of this century:

. Hs Is Al-Abhal
0 thou who art holding fast untc the hem of the Covenant!}

Thy letter ocame and the questions mentioned therein were oone
sidered. ... Thou hast asked as to the wisdom of the formulation
of certain important laws having been (in this Manifestation) rele-
gated to the oare of the House of Justice. It is to be known prd-
marily thet this Divine Dispensatiom is a purely spiritual and merci-
ful one dealing with the things of the soul. I% has hardly any di-
rect relation with the physiocal and temporal affairs or with the
worldly ooncerms. Similarly, the Dispensation of Christ was a purely
spirituel one, In the whole of the Gospel, excepting the law pro-
hibiting divoroe and the reference made to the Abolltion of the
{(Jewish) Sabbath, a8ll laws were spiritual ones and directed %o the

cultivation of divine morals, Thus it was said, "The Son of lMan
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has not oome to judge the world."”

Now this Most Great Cycle 1s also purely spiritual and con-
fers the Life Eternal. For the basic principle of the Cause of God
1s to purify morals, to beautify attributes and to moderate and ad-
just (Human) manners. 4nd by this it is intended that beings veiled
from the Truth may attain the station of Meeting, and darkened and
imperfect souls may be illumined.

As to other laws (than those which ooncern the gspiritual side
of man), these are secondary to Certitude, Faith, Inmer conviction,
and Knowledge. Nevertheless, because this blessed Cycle 1s the
greatest of All Divine Cyoles, (laws concerning) all temporal as
well as spirituad matters are laid down therein with the utmost
power and authority. OConsequently principle questions which con-
stitute the chief foundatiidn of the Law of God have been enacted end

-written (in the Book); but seocondary questions (or those of less in-
portance than the principal laws), have been referred to the House
of Justice, The wisdam of the latter case is this that times do not
always continue the same, and that change and vicissitudes are among
the essentlal charaocteristios of the world of time and place. There-
fore the House of Justioe will act and order (those non-principeal
oases) in accord with the requirement of the times.

Moreover, let it not be supposed that the House of Justice

will settle any mﬂttér in accord with its own thought and opinion. T

ask forgiveness from Godi (e) Nay, the House of Justioe will ex-
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(¢) This expression means, "Nol} ©Far from itl*

__eoute laws and settlements through the Confirmation and Inspiration
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of the Holy Spirit. For this House of Justice is under the Pro-
tection, preservation and keeping of the Pre-existent Beauty (1.e.,
Baha'u'llah), and whatever it may decide must be followed by all as
8 fixed necessity and as a decreed obligatory duty, and there is no
other refuge (or ohoiée) for any one.

Say, O peoplel? Verily the greatest (or universal) House of
Justice is under the wings of Our Lord the Clement, the Merciful,
that 1s, under His protection, supervision, preservation snd guard-
lanship. PFor verily He hath ocommanded the assured believers to obey
that pure and sanotified Body and that Holy and Mighty‘Gathering.
Its dominion 1is heavenly and divine, and its ordinances are spiritual
and inspired.

To be brief, this 1is the purpose and wisdom of committing such
civil laws (or secular, administrative ordinances) to the care of
the House of Justice.

Similarly in the Religion of the Quren, all laws were not re.-
vealed es Saored Texts; nay, even the tenth of the tenth of & tenth
of them was not revealed (by the Prophet). Although the principal
questioﬁs of importance were revealed, yet most assuredly some half
a million of its laws were not put dqwn (in the Book). Subseguently,

these were legislated thfbugh the "Method of Analogy". (@) During
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{¢) Or rules of deduoting new laws from essential roots as revealed

in the Text.
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the early legislations, various individuels among the legislators

advenced different opinions through their various applicatlons of
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No such lesiglation is entrusted to the body of the House of
Justice and any dedustion and seleotion (of laws by the '"Method of
Analogy") by eny individuel dootor of laws is of no importence, un-
less it is subpitted for epprovel to the House of Justice. The

difference (o) is this that by submitting such analogioal deduction
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(¢) Between this system and that of legislation through analogical
deduotion by individual dootors as was the osse with subseguent

legislation in Islam.
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for the approval of the House of Justioce, no disagreement will arise
among different legislators; for the members of the House of Justice
are elected and trusted by the whole community; while legisliation
based or individual doctors' analogical deductions will necessarily
resul.t in discordant opinions and conduce to indeclsion, inharmony
and dissension, destroying the oneness of the Word and the unity of
the Religion of God and skaking the foundation of the Law &f God.

As to the matter of Matrimony: This is entirely one of the
laws of civil sooiety, and;yet its conditions have been revealed and
1ts essentials explained in the Law of God (Book of Agdas, eto.).

But the marriage or kinsrolk has not been revealed in its detalls,
and this matter has been rererred to the House of Justice to settle
according to the rules of civilization and in keeping with wisdom
and medical soience and with the requirements of {the\human nature.
There is no doubt that in aéﬁord with the rules of Civlilization,
medical science and humsn nature,‘the marriage of remote individuals
(or non-relative or distane'felatives) i3 better than the merriage

__of near kin, ilthough in the Law of Christianity the marriage of
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kinsfolk is in reality allowable, for & law prohibiting it has not
been revealed in the Book,- yet due to the above oconsideration, the
early Christian Councils prohibited the marriage of relations. Other-
wise, this would be in forece In all the sects of Christianity even at
present, for this question is a purely oivil (or secular) one.

In short, whatever decision the House of Justice may make in
this ﬁatter, 1t will be a conelusive and inviolahle Divine Law, and
no one shall depart therefrom. With due.consideration, you will
cleerly see how this matter of relegating civil (or secular)} legis-
lation to the House of Justice is in accord with & great wisdom. TFor
whenever & new difficulty may arise, and an unexpeoted phase may come
up in a guestion already decided by the House of Justice, a speolal
sesslon of the House can again be called to decide upon the new case
under consideration, and remove the unforeseen difficulty. Tor ‘the
House of Justice has also the authority to abolish a decision that
it itself has already made.

Such speoial phase in legislature was also allowed in the Quran,
for it wes referred to the Judgment {or will) of the Man of Authority
(i.es, & ruler, chief, or head). No rules were revealed in the Qprén
concerning the different degrees or the limit of its application, but
it was relegated to and mede dependent upon the opinion of the "Chief
Execttive"”, whose authority in the matter included the pronouncing of
verdiets and even the death sentence; for the administration of affairs
the tﬁe Islam commnity mostly revolve around this axis.

To be brief, the foundation of this Most Breat Dispensation has
been laid 1In such a ;omprehensive manner that its laws and ordinances

are agreeable to and in acoord with all future oycles &and ages. It is
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not like unto the laws of the former Religions, the epplication of
whioch is impossible and impracticable at the present time, ¥For in-
stance, consider the laws of the Torsh (the 01d Testament) which it
is impossible to execute in this d¢day; for they contain ten death
sentenoes. Likewlse in accord with the Lew of the Quran, the hend
of a men who may steal ten Dirhams 1s to be amputated. It is now
impossible to execute such. No, by the Life of God}

But this Holy end Divine Law (The Beha'i Revelation) is in
accord with all times, éées'and cyoles. seo eto.

Upon thee be Al-Bahal
(91g.) 'A. 'A.

One day, 'Abdu'l-Bsha, speeking of the early stages of the
Cause in America, sald in pert: "That which is salways the cause
of inharmony and delays the progress of the Cause of God 1s love
for leadership and self-interest, Those who sherish such tendencies
imagine that thesg will be concealed from others. But they know
not that if anyone possess a quality, whether praisewodthy or ob-
jectionable, it 1s impossible that it may not become known %o others,
sooner or later. If it reﬁﬁin concealed today, it will be exposed
tomorrow. And i1f a man do not pessess & oertain gquality, he cannot
persuade others of his possession therof by dint of proclaiming it.

"That which is oonducive to the progress of souls, is humility
end meekness, gentleness and evenescence., Ivery lndividuel must
suppose another to be the possessor of a glft of which he himself
is deprived. This willhoause every one to be humble and meek be-

"fore enother, One must not think of becoming a leader, If anyone
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1maginéshimselr the possessor of this or that high quality, &and

of certain superior powers not possessed by o¢others, this will £ill
him with pride and haughtiness. But when each one supposes the
otker to be the possessor of a high gift, and therefore humbles
himself before him, by this means all men will become humble before
one another and love for leadership will wholly vanishs This then
will oonduce to the progress of individuals and to the advancement
of the Cause of God. But he who entertains the deslre to live for
leadershlip will in the ;nd'be deprived. He will never succeed to
serve the Cause of God. For instance, everyone in Persia praises
Ha ji Mirze Heydar All in writing to us, But everyone used to com-

plain of Jamal in their letters. (o) The reason was that Haji was
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() Jamel wes the Baha'l teacher who elways posed as a leader and
tried to exaot homage from all. He became a Naqldh after the de-
parture of Baha'u'llah.
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humble and meek before all, He has been highly successful in the
service of the Cause, and all believers love him. But Jamal was dis-
liked by all because of his haughtiness, &nd you see what he came to
in the end, o

"To be brief: each one of the believers in mentioning the other
must praise and speak highly of him, On a certain ococasion some of

the believers inquired of Haji Siyyid Yahya of Derab (¢) concerning
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() One of the martyred nineteen Letters of the Living.
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%) :
Jinahl-Bab-ul-Babipnd his cheracter. He answered, 'O that I were as
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(%) Babiul-Bab was Mulla Husayn Boshroul, the first believer in the
Bab's Message.
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worthy &8s a single hailr of his body.' This was the Begree of his
meekness, though he--Aga Siyyid Yayha--was of so high aend lofty &
renk (while a pontiff) that whenever he went to Tihran over thirty
thousend Mullas, grandees and other ocity people would go out of town
t0 meet him and show him the utmost respeot,

"Upon another occasion Babiul~Bab was asked ooncerning Aqa Siy-
yid Yahya, end he answered, 'I can not be counted as worthy as the
dust of his feet.! To be brief, this is the meaning of meekness and
humbleness, and this 1s the highest attribute of the people of faith.

"One evening Hazrati-Quddus (e} went to the house of the Bab-
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(¢ The grest soul who led the Bebis 1n the Shaykha Tabarsi fortress.

ul-Bab. In fﬁssa days, Hazratl Quddus was not recognized as a man
of high rank and suthority. He was only accounted as a religious
scholar. Bab-ul~Bab ococupied the highest seat, and Jinabl Guddus
oocupied & place .near the door. During that night various conver-
sations and explanations- took place between the two, This aoquainted
Bab-ul-Bab with the lofty degree of knowledgs possessed by the young
scholar, &s & oonsequence of which he made himself humbke before him.
On the following morning, wﬁen the party of the preceding day went
again into the presence of Bab-ul-Bab, they discovered a great chenge:
They found the young soholar oocupying the highest seat, while in his
presenoe'atqod'Bab-ul-Bab with thw utmost humility and meekness.

"o be brief: the prinoipal thing in the Cause of God 1is
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humility, meekness and service to the Cause, and not leadership.
I remember onoe when I was & child, I was in the arms of Jinabil
Tahirih (Qurraet-ul-Ayn), and while AqeSiyylid Yehys of Darab was
outsidé the room, He possessed great learning and was a man of
high endowments. Among obher things, he knew thirty thousand
traditions and quoted verses of the Quran in demonstration of
the Bab's Manifestation. Jinabi Tahirih, addressing herself to
him sajd: 'Oh, Jinabi Siyyidl Bring forth a deed if thou art a
man of mighty action.' (Quran) Hearing this, Aga Siyyid Yahya
was suddenly so 1mpresséd that he beceme submissive end humble.
It then dawned upon him that the matter is a different matter,
and that it is not only to prava the claim of the Beb, but to
sacrifice one's life in gpreading His Teachings, He traveled and

taught the Truth in various cities until he finelly suffered nartyr-

dom."

One day, whtle in His Holy presénce, 1 spoke of Mrs. Watson
and ocertain other American believers who, notwithstanding physical
allments and paucity of worldly means, are so devotedly active in
the service of the Cause that 1% is a matter of astonlshment to all.
*Abdu'l-Baha sald in pa;t: "This is one of the conditions of the
teachers of the Truth; he must possess pure severance, so that his
words ma& produce such en effeot on KAe hearers that even if they
do not become bellevers and epprove the Truth, yet they widll be inm-
pressed by his sincerity and devotion, end testify thet he hes no
attachment whatsoever to the world, and his only purpose is Truth,"

Then He gave the following illusiration:
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"During the years of (Baha'u'llah's residence at)} Baghded,
word was breugﬁt that Mirza Yahya Khan, the Governor of Mazinda-
ran, a nephew of Mirza Aqa Khan of Nur, the Prime Minister, hed
come to perform the pilgrimage of the Shrines (at Karbila and
Najaf, etc.), and that he was now in Kazimeyn. (@) Because of
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(e) A oity within three miles of Belghdad, where two of the twelve

Imams are buriled,

former acquaintance the Bleseed Perfection bade me go and call up-
on him. On arriving at his house, T found Siyyis Ibrahim, a Muham-
medan Mujtahid, was oalling on the Persian Grandee, and was engaged
in various oonversations, Among other things, he asked the Khan es
to the destination of his journey. In answer he named 1t to be
Najaf (where the Tomb of All is situated). The Siyyid said, 'Oh
no} Now that you have come this far, it is well that you go also

to lecoa and have me also in your company to the pilgrimage of that
Saored Spot.' The Khen answered, that as manifold oocupations
awaited him in Persia, he was bound to be back in that country with-
in three or four months, but that after returning thither and trans-
acting his business, he hoped, God willing, he would start for the
pillgrimage of Mecca in ehe following year, etc., The Mujtahid again
persisted 1n his attempt to persuade the Xhan by sayling how nmany
people had come this fer and returned in hope of coming back at a
future time and proceeﬁing toward Mecca, and how they either had
died or were unable to return and finaii}€%ere deprived of visiting
the House of Godl eto. eto.

"To be brier: He finally succeded to the point of persuading



(o) This means taking omen from the verse appearing at the top of
the page, when opened at random. This form of tmking ommn is frew
quently practised by Muslims in Persia.
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The Khan consented and ordered the qQuran to be brought. The Mujta-
hid, himselfl performing the ablution of the face and hands, took
the Quran and opened 1% for consultation. But to the utter amaze-
ment of the Siyyld, the verse at the top of the page, on which de-
pended the whole decision, was a prohibitive verse, that is, a
verse which seriously advised against the proposed yndertaking,
For a whole quarter of an hour, the Siyyid was lost in meditation,
wondering what to say end what to do. Finally he sald the verse
was subjeot also to a different interpretation and he explained it
in such a way as to mean a decisive conmand. Neverth#less, the
KXhan protested while astonished at the liberty teken by the Siyyiad
in controverting the meaning of the verse. In reply, the Siyyid,
intent upon proving his own position, offered to eite an illustra-
tion, He begen by saying: 'When Siyyld Alll Muhammad the Bab...!
No sooner had he mentioned the nsme Babmthen Mirza Yahye Khan
realized thet the Siyyid d4id not know me, and that he might offend
me if sllowed to continue talking against the Cause. In order to
avoid suoh an awkward dilemma, the Khan seemed determined to make
a sign to the Siyyid in order to stoP him. As I wished to hear
what the Siyyid would say in regard to the Bab, I so fastened my
eyes upon the Khan that he found it impossible to use a gesture to
the Siyyid without my noticing 1t. So he wes obliged to rexein
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silent, and the Siyyid continued: 'When the Bab appeared, and his
tollowers were on theilr way to the fortress of Shaykh Tabersi,

there was a msn in Karbila (o) called Naji Nuhammed Taqi of Kirman

{(¢) In Iraq.

who was also one of the Bab's followers. He was, however, a men

of lofty character, and showed forth all the high attributes of the
people of ¥aith. That is, he was well known for faithfulness, reo-
titude, trustworthiness, sincerity, generosity, charity and obed-
ience to the Divine Laws. As he was also a man of means, he greetly
assisted poor religious students with funds. In short, he wes so
perfect in his life and deeds, that no one could find the least

flaw or defect in his character. But alas! such a hoble soul wes

e Babi, and was intent upoh fraveling to the fortress of Shaykh
Tabarsi to join the rank of his co-religlonists. The Muslen
Doctors and the Mullas in Kerbila who knew him to be such a good
man, did their utmost to prevent him from the error of following

the Cause of the Bab and trgveling to Persia. But he would bring
many proofs es8 thetBettyuth of the Bab's claim and persisted in
going to Peraia to help His followers. The Mullas who were extreme-
ly anxious for ﬁis salvation, vainly endeavored to prove k¢ him his
ignorance and his error. Finally they persuaded him to accompany
them to the Shrine of Husayn and stand with all humility before

the Imam's Tomb, and after earnes’ prayer, to open the Sacred Volume
end ask for guidance in the matter, They agreed, that if the verse
should consain a commend, the Haji would bte convinced of the right-

-eousness of the Cause and proceed on his journey, without any further
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interference on their part.

"To be brief: At dawn a body of the Mullas, aocompanied
by the Hajl, proceeded to the Holy Shrine, and after chanting
the visiting Téﬁlet, and rexrforming the morning prayer, they
made the following wish: "0 Holy Imem! We pray that thou make
olear to us through the verse in the Saored Volume that we are
about to oonsult, if this Bab is in error or his olaim is true
and senctioned by God,."

"!Then they took the Quran and opened it with all reverenoce,
when, lol the verse in thelr answer was the following: "Whoever
turns eside from my Admonition, verily, he shall lead a miserable
life.," (K+ S¢ 20) This verse astounded all the Mullas present.
For they had all heard thet in those days the Bab had already de-
clared himself to0 be "The Admonition (1.6., Dhikr) of God." (e)

(é) The above verse is pronounced by many of the past commentators

of the Quran to be a olear reference to the [Manifestation of ¢ga'im.
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Great uproar and agitation arose among them, and they knew not
what course to pursue, At last, they attempted to offer an explan-
ation. They sald: "The Quranio verses ere of two kinds; 'Per-
spicuous Verses' and 'Ambiguous Verses.' And now this verse is

not to be taken in its literal sense. Nay, we should intempret

the word, 'Admonitiont!, to be the 'Holy Religion of Muhammed'! and
not a reference to the Bab."' The Siyyid resumed: 'To be brief,
Ha ji Muhemmad Taqi would not listen to any further explansation,

for the verse had added to his conviction. He, therefore, started

. for Persia to join the Babls at Shaykh Tebarsi. He, however, did



39 -

not reach hils destination, for upon his arrival in Tihran he wes
arrested and put to death aé a Babiin

Then 'Abdutl-~Baha continued: "I turned to thé Siyyid and
said, '0, eminent Sir} What is your authority in oconsidering the
above verse as being "an ambiguous verse,™ needing an allegoricel
interpretation? Do you not know that all autnoritative commenta-
tors of both the Shi'eh and Sunl Schools have considered this a
"persplicuous verse?"' The Siyyid answered haughtily, TWe have the
authority and the right to interpret the last verse as an ambigupus
one, and we also have the right to interpret the present verse
dealing with the Khan's pllgrimaege to Mecca, in a similar way.' T
answered: fYou are plainly wrong in your interpretatlion of both
verses. For by ambiguoﬂé vérses is memnt those whosewliteral sense
is not in acoord with the fundamental principles of the Law. Such
verses are therefore liable to an allegoriocal interpretation. By
persplcucus verses 1s meant those whose literal sense 1s plainly
in acoord with the generel laws and fundamental rules of Faith.
Suoh verses are therefore taken literally.' This explanation ad-
monished the Siyyid to some extent.

“"Jomteime after, this Siyyid Ibrahim attalned to the Presence
of the Blessed Perfeotlon. During subsequent years, I heard Siyyid
Huhammad of Isfahan say that this Siyyid finally beceame devoted to
the Cause of Xarbela., ¥For when Siyyid Muhammed had called on him,
he had returned the call and expressed his love for the Truth. This
story was oited to illustrate the faot that although Siyyid Ibrahim
oonsiﬁered.ﬂdii Mirza Muhgmmad Tagi of Kirman a man of error relig-

iously, yef hé'fully testified to hils lofty character and noble life.
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Thus the Baha'ls must live such a perfect life among men, that even
those who will not see this Truth or belleve in it, would not faii
to be lmpressed by the n;bel l1ife they live as Bahatis.”

One night at dinner, 'Abdutl-Baha spoke Joyfully.of ny wife
as one endowed wlth great Faith, He testified to her sincerity,
faithfulness and assuranoelin the mﬁst impressive tone of voice.

He mnded by saying: "This 1is the meaning of Faith! This 1s but
true Faith., ©She is indeed possessed with perfeot assurance. She
shall indeed rest, she shall indeed enjoy perfect peace."

Speaking at length concerning true faith, 'Abdutl-Baha spoke
thus: "When man has faith, even the mountains of the world can
not oppose hiim, nay, he bears every trial and calamity, and nothing
can conduce to his weekness, But one who is not a true believer,
and dces not possess real falth will lament over the least disw-
sprnointment and complain of the stightest thing which may mar his
pease and pleasure. When in company with the Blessed Perg@ection
we arrived in Constantinople as exiles, we were all filled with joy
and gladness snd enjoyed great peace of mind. Then Wwhen we were
removed to Adrienople we stlll continued in the same splrit in our
new place of exile.,. None among us offered any complaint, except
three persons: Mirze Yehye (42dl) who was extremely downhearted
and confused: Siyyid Muhhamad ¢f Isfahan; end Haji Mirza Ahmad of
Kashan. (o) These three constantly compleined of the hardships
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(@) The latter two also finally denied Baha'u'llah and became Azalls.
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and bothered and troubled the believers. At least Mirze Yehya and
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Hajl Siyyid Muhammad of Isfahan appeared mortid and sullen without
complaining openly to others; they only seemed dissatified and lost
in melanoholy, But Hgji Mirza Ahmad, though a trother of Jinabi
Zeabih (one‘of the great Baha'i lartyrs) constan¥ly troubled the
believers with fits of impatienoce, complained of the violence of
the ocold weather, and the severity of the snow and frost, often
'gaying sarcastically: 'Though I often said at Baghdad that this
Shaykh Aﬁbul Husayn Mujtahid 1s busily engaged in making trouble
for us, in company with the Persian Consul, working for our exile,
no one listened or heeded my warnings. Now you all see how they
brought about our exile to this wretohed plade, and afflicted us
with great calamities in these 6old countries. And now we are
God's falthful servants and must need suffer these trialsli'! etoc.
"To be brief, He so oconstantly found fault with everything
and showed impatience, that on several occasions the believers
were provoked o the point of beating him, so that he might per-
haps abandon us and leaﬁe the place. But eachk time I prevented
them from so doing. But the rest uf us, who were over fifteen in
number and yet were obliged to live in one single room, were never-
theless filled with joy and composure} for we were blessed with
exile for the sake of the Cause of God, And In order %o pass the .
time, each day one of us cooked & certain dish for the rest to
enjoy. So the severe winter went by and ;n the course of a few
months the snow and cold pessed away and £he femous deleoctatle
spring-time of Rumelia oame on. Then the weather was so delight-

ful, that even the above Haji Mirza shwed began to praise the

~glorious air of Runmelia,
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"To be brief; &s he had no faith, he could not endure the
winter or restraln himself from complaining and remain patient
until the ocold weather would be superseded by fine weather.

"Now this is the difference between a men of Feith and one
without Falth. A man of Faith endures every hardship and suffer-
ing with patience and self-restraint. But one without Falth be-
walls and mourns, and utters complaint. He has no power to en-
dure hardships and faills to think of the fubure when better times

will come as a substitute for present hardships. {e}
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{04 In these utterances we later saw a prophetic vision into the
suffering my wife was t0 endure in Persia, during her long 1li.
ness, the perfect patience she showed during that period end the
coming of spring-time which brought on sufficlent change for the
better in the invalid, to allow our return to this country, where
once again she was restored to perfeot health., These words of
'Abdh'l -Baha proved my chlef stand-by during the many weeks when
I was in constant attendance in my wife's siock-room. For nothing
but the prophetioc metdre of these words spoken months before,
could convince me that my wife would survive what seemed to be

unfalling signs of an imminent death!
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During our visit there was in Akka a Zoroastrien Bshhti from
India, named Mihrdban, who was a strong athletic young man. One
day on his way %0 tHe¢-Hidhvan in company with other pilgrims, he
and a Baha'l Siyyld from Persia started touwrestle together. The
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Zoroastrian, belleving in his superior strengtn, underestimeted
his opponent's physicsal ability. So,the wrestling which started
in & pleasantry ended by giving the Zoroastrian youth a broken
leg. He was obliged to remsin in Akka and treat his leg for a
number of weeks before he was able to return to his country. On
our arrival he was beginning t0 go on crutches to 'Abdut'l-Baha's
kouse dally with the other pilgrims. He was, however, extremely
heppy over his broken leg which had allowed him such a long stay
in Akka, Besides, 'Abdu'l-Baha had visited him often at Musafir
Khenih to inquire after his health.

One evening I was in the Holy Presence with other pilgrins
including the Zorocastriasn young man. 'Abdu'l-Baha spoke of Mir-
reban and how a broken leg which was a great physical suffering
became the means for the great joy the Zoroastrian's long stay
in the Holy City gave him. He then continued in part: "lany a
time, a oalamity becomes the means $0 a bounty. Not unfil nlan
has endured hardshlp because of a thing will he appreclate the
full value of the thing, The more one suffers on account of an
object, the greater he realizes its worth. It is said in the
Quran: 'They will never attain (unto Divine Bounty) except
through severe trisls.' The more you search the earth and the
deeper you dig into its bosnm with the plough, the more fexrtile
it becomes. For the people of ¥aith, cabamities, trials and
tribulations are conducive to spiritual progress; provided one
endures them patiently and with severance for all else save God.
It is said in the Qnran;' 'Did ye suppose that ye will enter the

Paradise, btut when triels, similar unto those suffered by men



before you, come upon you, you were overcome with grief end
afflictlions?' Han qannot find intoxication without drinking
from hls oup. Man oannot take part in the hilerity of those
drunk from the wine of the love of God without quaffing the
cup of calamity. The more you beat the iron, the sharper it
becomes; the longer you subject gold to red-hot fire, the
purer and clearer it becomes.,

"Even emong the people of the world, and even in worldly
pursults, trisls and tests pely & similar part. The more a nen
endures hardship in a matter eand the more trials one meets in
learning a handicraft, the more experienced and skillful he be-
comes therein., But a man who spends his days in qulet and esase
never attains a high degree.&n any matter., Once a great general
told us the following story: ‘'While still & novice and a youth
inexperienced in the art of war, I led an army corps to battle
in company with other young officers., As soon &s we encountered
the enemy who gave us battle, we became wholly confused, and
knowing of naught else, we turned our back to the battle and set
to fiight. While running for our lives, we were met by some
veveran soldiers, who bore the scars of many wars. They asked,
"0 ye our officers! Where are you fleeing? Ye are our generals
end lesders, Return and ocommand us to pepel the enemy and we
will obey you, and the day will end in our favor!l" ¥e were en-
couraged, returned, led our troops and won the battle.' Now you
see how tried and experienced soldiers could strsggilien and in-
spire their generals with oourage. This is the worth of tests

and trials, and the benefit of hardships and sufferingl! Trials
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and teibulations cause a true believer to ascend unto high stations.
One must therefore, know their velue and wish for whatever suffer-
ing nmay befall us in the path of God. His Holiness the Supreme

(The Bab) has said in one of His supplications: ‘'Were it not to

suffer calamities in the path of Love (@) I would never havesccept-

(¢) Addressing Himself to Him vhom God shall Manlfest.
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ed to be born into this world.' This is the worth of trials in the
path of Godi"

One evening 'Abdu'l-Baha was in the llttle garden outslde the
housd. A number of us pilgrims were present. Cslling attention to
trees and flowers he had planted, He said in part: "This was a
place of dirt and refuse and loathsome to look upon. During the

days when Akka was in confusion (¢) and the whirl-wind of tests was
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(¢) Referring to the troubles of the previous year.

violent, and & runor pewsisted that they were about to tanish us to

a remote place, we were engeged in plenting thesd trees and flowers,
end leying out this garden. Now this has become such a delightful
plsce., How surprising indeed is the assertion made by some people
that existence needs no trainer! Vere it not for the direct result

of care and training, this place would have ever remained a hesp of
dirt and refuse." Then He walked toward the house, followed by us all.
In the sitting-room dow&Ftairs, He resuned the abtove conversation
toithe following effeot: "While nuuerous obstacles were pending

from all directions and great valamities surrounded us, we tooxk up



the building of the Bab's Holy Tomb oh Mt. Carmel. V¥e also attend-
ed to the much needed repairing of other places. The Sacred Housé
of the Holy Babt at Shiraz needed rnuch repairing; and yet the people
were so violently eroused against the Cause in the City and made so
mucp trouble, that the bellevers could not even pass through the
street in which the House 1is situated,- how much less to be allowed
to work at it. The populace revolted against the Baha'ls to such
en extent, that even the Govermor was made inoapable of checking
them., He finally sald that nothing could be done, and that the
Baha'is should quit the city in order to save themselvea. Such was
the news we received at the time from Shiraz. But we notified them
not to mind the words at all, but to engage in repairing the Sacred
House immediately. We wrote them: 'Go and build, and let them
come end destroy it directly.l!

"To be brief: They begen to work in repairing the House, and
by God's providence no one interrupted them, nor said a word ageains?t
the undertaking, whereas the bellevers had at first thought that
naturally no sooner they laid down one brick than the people would
remove it. Thus all such repalring was oompleted. Morever during
those days off confusion and excitement at Akka, we ordered the
marriage of certain Baha'i ocouples in the city, and spread feasts
of rejoicing. All concerned shed tears and vwept, saying, 'Bow is
not the time for a wedding.! But we insisted that it was essentisl
for such weddings to be celebrated during times of confusion and
trouble. Indeed God worked great wonders, and showed mighty nunifi-
cense. For the times were very hard. What a colossal wave it was!

..and what an astounding storm raged! God does His work of protect-
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ing when it 1s most needed. Such events are all the means by which
God exeoutes Hls plans. Sometimes a stupendous, unforeseen oakamity
results from the means intended for veace and quiet; and sometimes
calamity leads to tranquility and rest, confusion precedes composure,
and a destruction results in rebuilding.

"When Aqs Ali Akbar was on his way to embark from Haifa, the
Governor ordered his effects to be brought back end himself prevent-
ed from leaving! This was indeed very strange. The Governor then
had his effeéts minutely examimed, and:ggly 'objectionable thing!
they oould find was a page bearing, 'Ya Baha-ul-Abhalt They took
this away, as if he should not be allowed to possess such an article!
The Comnsul protested to the Governor for such treatment of foreign
subjects, stating the Baha'is to be Persian subjects and entitled
to equally good treatment with other forelgners. The Governor answer-
ed that the Bahatls were not to be classed with other forelgn: subjects;
that they were hated by the Persian Government and iﬁ was not advisatle
for him, the Consul, to make a plea for their favor.

"But see God's power! Some time affer, this very Governor fell
into a strange plight and was found in a helpless position; but over-
looking his behavior towgrds the Beha'is, I treated him with kindness
during his troubles. I emen made him the present of an Aba (robe).

I showed him so much affeotioﬁ that he began to doubt my having the
least knowledge of his 1ll-treatment of the Baha'is during the days
of his authority. He imegined himself to have used such diplomacy

by which his acts of sedition against us had remained unknown to us.
For how could he, other-wise, think it possible that we would treat

him es a friend end show him kindness in the days of his trials?
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"To bte brief; When he was for personal reasons arrested and
imprisoned by the order of the government, and no one dared asso-
ciate with him, T expressed sympathy for him by sending him word
that I would have even called on himiin person had I not thought
it probable thet, at this junoture, this might give his enemiles
turther occasion to do him herm. In truth nothing is sweeter in
men's taste than to do good toward those who have done him 11l.
For, whenever one remembers such kindness to oneis enemies, one
feels highly rejoiced. In short, I showed kindness to each one
of the officials who,'during those days of trouble, had ill-treated
the friends. They ﬂound my kindness to them so unexpected that
they imagined me ignorant of their former deeds. 4And I never dis-
pleyed the slightest sign of my knowledge thereof, lest they:might
be confused and feel ashamed. |

"Were men endowed with a sense of justioce, when they reallze
that even during such times of great troubles end with so many
obstacles against it; nevertheless the Cause of God continued in
steady‘progréss,- they would acknowledge this Truth. Praise be to
God, in the very midst of great persecution and troubles, the Cause
of God was in progress in Persia. But I did not mention this lest
it might oreate an uproarl. Thus 1t is clear that had this not bteen
the Cause of Truth, such events and obstacles would have already
extinguished i1t, But, &s this 1is the Cause of God, 1t grows in
spite of obstacles, and torrents of opposition but intensify its
fire., But i1f they had exliled us to a remote place, this would
have created a greater fire of enthusiasm, and the Cause would

have made sudden and greater progress progress everywherel"
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Conocerning the necessity of a holy life for every Baha'i,
'Abdu'l-Beha sald in part: "Today the world!s geze is extended to
the lives of the Bana'is: whén they find a bellever cormitting an
evil deed, they mey imegine suesh to be the deed of all the Bsha'is
or permitted by the Fouqqer-of the Cause. Thus they may Jjudge the
whole community bty the misdeeds of one of 1ts members. He whose
deeds do not accord with his words is not a true Baha'i. Fhat is,
& non-Baha'i who Xeads a good life does.less harm to the Cause
than & Bsha'l whose life is not righteous.®

n condeming drinking, He seid in part: "kan should be in-
toxicated with the wine of KXnowiedge end drink from the Challce of
VWisdom. For this joy and exhilaeration continues to Eternity. IHan
should be intoxicated by galning increased intelligenoce, not by
that which quenches reason aﬁd decreases consciousness."

————— - = e e b

In celebrating th'Feast Day of the Bab's Declaration, a
Benguet was spread at which all the Basha'i.pilgrims and Baha'i
residents of Akke were present. In the morning 'Abdutl-Baha took
tea with the believers, and the Tablet of the Feast, revealed by
Baha'u'llah, was chanted., 'Sbdu'l-Baha had a copy of this Tablet
given to me to translate to be sent to the West. This I did with
great joy. While at tea ?Abdu'l-Baha spoke words the gist of which
is the following:

"These Baha'l Feasts are celebrated in the East eccording to
the lunar calendar. We also oelebrate them here in accord with the

lunar reckoning. For this was the custom during the days of the



Blessed Perfection. Some wish to

convert these into solar dates, but such matters are entrusted to the
House of Justice to deal with according to the requirements of the
times and varying circumstances.’

Recalling the celebration of this Feast in the previous year, He said,
‘A year ago, on this day, there were great difficulties and great turmoil
in ‘Akki. However, those times were better than these, for those
hardships produced good results for the Cause. Last year this Feast
Day could not be celebrated here on account of the troubles, but still,
it was better than now, for the very obstacles which stopped the cel-
ebration helped to spread the Cause of God. By and by there will be
freedom for the believers in Tehran. Even now, they celebrate these
Feast Days.’

The food served to about a hundred Bahi’is at noon was simple and

plain, but with ‘Abdu’l-Bahi waiting on each one it was a festival
unlike any on earth. As He served the guests, the Master walked

around the tables and with great seriousness and eloquence addressed
the believers to this effect:

“This is a plain meal, uniform and the same to all. Simplicity and
plainness are good, not only in food, but even in dress, in heart, in
temperament. This day is a blessed day. Many Tablets have been
revealed for this day by Bah#’u’llih. The Blessed Beauty celebrated
this day every year, for this day of the Bib’s Declaration is the
dawning of the advent of this Cause. The daybreak is a blessed time.
Although at dawn the sun is not revealed in its full splendor, still, as
the dawn brings glad-tidings of the sunrise, it comes up with great
purity and a brightness of the sky, and the air is then

50
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then at its purest.

"The beloved of God must therefore considexr this Day highly
blessed, and glorify and pralse it greetly. They must bring this
Day to a close with the utmost Joy and happiness end gather to-
gether in the spirit of infinite love and affection. If a sad feel=-
ing should have existed between two individuals, it should be cast
away with the dawn of this Day: Great Joy and happiness must be
the common bond of all who come together at this feast. By chanoe
my birth has also takén~place on this Day. But all must celebrate
this Dey as the Anniversary of the Bab's Declaration. 4nd because
my birth elso happened on this day, they musgigonsider it of in-
portance. Let ithe Declaration of the Bab be the signifiocance of
this Day, and not my birth. In Americaﬂ@he believers have celebrat-
ed this as my birthday; but this Day is the beginning of the Voige,
the beginning of the spirit, the beginning of the Effulgence (of
the Manifestations of Baha'u'llah). It must be celebrated out of
regerd for these facts, and for the dawn of Unity which has taken
place on this day, and beoause the Blessed Perfection has celebrat-
ed 1t and has revealed many Tablets in its commemoration. The be-
lievers must commemorate this Day with all joy end gladness. To
celebrate this for other purposes is egalnst the Law of God. No
feast deys can be set aside or created except Feasts which concern
the Blessed Beauty and His Highness the Supreme (the Bab)." Then
turning to all of us present at table, He sald with great emphasis
and earnestness: "Do you understand what I am saying? ¥or 1if con-
trary to thils be acted upon, it would become like unto the numerous

feasts end holidays of certain sects which, out of the three humdred
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and sixty-five days of the year, have some hundred and eighty
feast days. To sum up, The purvose is that this day is the
anniversary of the Bab's Declaration, and it must be celebrated
as such, Not only my birth, but the birth of hundreds of thous-
ands of people has coincided with this Day. So, this mere céine
oldence must not be used for celebrating a feast for my birth."
One evening while I was in the Holy Presence with other
pilgrima, 'Abdu'l-Beha said in part: "Certaln officlels in the
City have requested me to write a petition for them to use before
the higher authorities to bring about my release from incarcera-
tion. I have answered, 'God forbld that I write such a thing!
This is far from being my wont'."™ He then continued: "This im-
prisonment is & rest for me., There is no hardship in 1+t. God
willing, by the Grace of the Blessed Perfection, I must sulfer
great hardships and persecutions." Then He quoted a verse from
Bah'u'llah's great poem (entitled Warkai-yeh) in which Baha'utllah
seys: "The sign of 1lrons is s%1ll manifest on my neck; the scar
of fetters 1s still visible on my limbs." Then He added, “while
Baha'u'llah has suffered suohk persecutions, God forbi that we
seek anything but suffering, herdships and pains." Referring to
what He called ®"the rest®™ oococasioned by His imprisonment, and to
the many responsibilities that afflicted Him before heing con-
Tined within the walls of Akka, He said: "When we were in Haifs,
we suffered great troubles., That is, compulsory responsibllities,
such as those of intercourse with outsiders, ocoupied our time

consideratly. But now I am at rest, and my outside occupations
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are not even one-half what they were then. How can I c¢all this &
prison? Here are roses, trees, plants, the sea view, Morsver, it
behooves man t0 endure hardships. For hardships treain nen for
higher efflolency. Hase and plegsure are becoming to the basest
of the multitude. No one who has the least particle of Faith in
God seeks the least degree of ease and indolence. Were ease &end
pleasure and freedom from hardships to be ocondldered the highest
result of human l1life, no man could equel in this the cattle. For
even when & man becomes the master of great wealth and attains the
loftiest honor in the world, a mere cow grazing on the hill-side
will by far surpass him in ease and contentment. TFor the cow en-
joys the whole pasture as her sole property, while a man of wealth
wrestles with obstacles and herdships and his labors tenefit others.
For a 1little bird perched upon the loftiest branch of a tree on a
hill-top commands a view and occuples a height that Kings might
envy. He has no trouhles or trials. But such freedom end lofti-
ness are of no congequence; while a man who endures trials, and
saorifices ease and confort to great achlevements, 1s endowed with

true independence.!

T departing
In bidding farewell to & party ofhpilgrims He sald: "Though
I had not time to answer all the letters you brought from your
cities, you are the true letters that I send unto them as answer.
For there are two kinds of letters: VWritten and creative. Creative
letters are the beloved of God, for they are the manifest book in
which the mysteries of creation are read., ThosTe Who act in accord

with the Exhortations of the Blessed Perfection are as eloquent books
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which no reading can ever exhaust."

"Behe'u'llah kas said& that whoever has an art or handicraft,
to endeavor
it is incumbent upon him,kto develop it to the point of perfection--

€¥en thoush that art be 25 hwable as that of weeving straw natting.
Tor it is said by His Holiness the Bab that the degree of Perfection
reached by a thing is 1ts Paradise. That is, when a thing is develop-
ed to the highest point possible for it, it has reached its paradise;

vhile 1ts failure is its hell."

On Friday, July 6, 1906, in the evening, ‘tAbdu'l-Baha was
seated in the reception room downstairs, surrounded by telievers.
He sent for me &nd gave me a letter to translate. When we vere
all seated, He spoke concerning the necessity of continuing firnm,
end steadfast in the Cause of God under all circumstances. He
said in part: ‘'The believers must not be in¥luenced by the con-
ditions in Akka, be Akka in a state of calm or confusion. o
matter what happens in Akks, the believers in every country must
look upon the Cause of God which 1s increasingly Calm and lkiighty--
even 1f akita is in turmpil.. Last year when Akka was disturted,
the believers beoame agitated everywhere., The only place where
the believers kept their poise was Tihran, where they attended %o
teaching the Truth and to their duties in the Cause as usual. Akka
is the Most Great Prison of the Blessed Perfection; it is therefore
bound to experience sudden changes and various conditions,- to be

calm end cheering for a time, then to be in trouble, now to be in

peace and quiet and agein fall into turmoill and sgitation. But
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the Béloved of God must look to the Cause of God which is unchang.
ing in its general aspect; that is, they must be in great enthusi-
asm and devotion, and ect it accord with the Laws and Exhortations
of Baha'u'llsh,

"The main purpose 1s that all should be atézgﬁgﬁuaﬁolly to
the Cause of God. They should not suppose that the greatness of
number is neocessary to accomplish the Mission of the Cause, Nay,
I swear by God, than whom there is no other God, that if five
persons arise and act wholly and literally in accord with the laws
and commandments of the Blessed Perfection, they would equal five
midlion sould in efficiency. Thas, the believers must adorn them-
selfes with good deeds and pure actions, and obey the Law." Then
pointing to the lamp in the room, He said: "This lamp 1s efficia-
ent through its light, so the light of men is their deeds. To be
brief; Whatever may happen in Akka, the believers throughout the
world must not become lax in thelr duties; nay, they must serve
the Cause which is of the utmost importance. Vhen His Holiness
the Spirlt (Christ) was martyred, the only one who was not dis-
turbed at all was Mary Magdalene, TYor the rest of the disciples
were confused and discouraged. When Mary became o believer, ané
fell upon the feet of Christ, although she was a villager of no
good repute, Christ did not withhold His feet from her. This
caused many of His followers, as well as meny among the Jews, to
turn away from Him. But Christ heeded them not, and said to Mary:
'trise, thy sins are forgiven.' Then Mgry arose and repented; and
from that time on devoied herself to the service of the Cause.

Mary_had a friend among the Roman officers (who at that time were
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lasters of the Holy Lands). He was the one who protected her fronm
enemies after the death of Christ. Yhen she had brought the disciples
together and confirmed them in the service and inspired them with
courage after the GCrucifixion, she herself went to Rome into the
presence of the Emperor. How marvellous indeed were the words she
spoke to him! She said to the Emperor: 'I have come in behalf of the
Caristians to bring to your notice the faot that Herod and Pilate
martyred the Christ at the Instigation of the Jews. But now they
have both repented of their deed. For they were Roman Governors and
to them Jews and Christians made no difference. For, indeed it was
not the Romans, but the Jews who were the chief entagonistas of Christ.
Now that they have realized the wrong they have done and have repent-
ed; they are engaged in punishing and suppressing the Jews for insti-
gating them to commit this act. But I have come to appeal to the
Snperor to prevent Hercd and Pilate from punishling the Jews. Tor
neither Christ nor we Christiasns are pleased that the Romans punish
the Jews because of their condemnation of Christ!' The Imperor was
greatly impressed by these words, and he praised Mary highly. This
was why in those days the Christians did not suffer persecutions in
taose lends, and engaged in spreading the Gospel.

"Later the Roman offioer who protected liary asked her to marry
him, She answered that, as a fbllower of Christ, she would not marry
him unless he telieved in Christ also. Thus he was converted and
then joined to Mary according to the ceremonies of a Christian
marriage. By relating this, it was meant to 1llustrafe the steadfast-
ness and firmmess which was manifested by Mary after Christ's Cruci-

fixion. Now the beloved of God must live up to their own duties and
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serve the Cause, and they must continue firm and steadfast no
matter what may happen in Akka, They must gaze toward the horiszon
or the Cause and obey the Laws of Baha'u'lleh."

One evening ®Abdu'l-Baha said that "both Peter and Paul suf-
fered martyrdom with all steadfastness by the order of Fero." He
sald, "This is a clear and indisputable fact." This statement
proved of great beneflt to me; for I had not yet seen any text in
the revealed words of this Manifestation in regard to the martyr-
dom of St. Paul.

Concerning sufferings and herdships, 'Abdutl-Baha said: "len
are trained and developed through these; thet 1s, through poverty,
vicissitudes and want, Otherwise, God would have ordered that His
friends and Seints become endowed with great wealth and every nater-
ial means. All must beg of God for resl severance and detachmenty
from the world, ¥For this is of the utmost importence."

One evenlng 'Abdu'l-Baha addressed the pilgrins in pars:
"ihose who first arose to persecute us and plotted agalnst us are
now seeking a means for reconciliation. ile have no gquarrel with
enyone, nor have ever had any. Praise be to God, the Blessed
Perfecotion made us free and blessed us wlth peace., He forbede us
ell strife and conflict end commended us to show love and kindness
to ell the world. Strife is to be shunned as the worst of things,
for it diminishes man's spiritual povers and ruins the soul; cnd it

Keeps one subjected to constant torture."
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We Bpoke of the Feasts and how the food served was delicious.
tabdu'l-Beha said in part: "4 food that is prepared in love and
parteken of in love gives one great delight. liey, whatever is done
with love imparts great delight. When we were in Baghdad, there
wes a poor man living in the desert who used to earn a scanty lining
by digging up thorns and selling them in the city. He was a very
devoted teliever. OCften he had invited me to take a meal with hin
at his house., Finally we sgreed to go with some of the believers.
He lived sbout twenty miles away from Baghdad. The day was hot end
we wakked the whole distance until we reached his dwelling. It was
& very small humble hut Aade with reeds put together in a triangular
shape with & small entrance to it. He was alone with his wife -- a
very old woman -- located in a lonely desert. He asked us to enter
the hut. We found it so narrow and the heati.there was so excessive
that all decided to leave the hut for the open; but having no shelter
Trom the darting reys of the hot sun, we were gll obliged 10 reenter
it and make the best of the shelter. Then the man dug a little hole
in the ground and set fire to & few thorn bushes. Having made the
fire, he threw upon it some lumps of dough which he made before us
with no yeast to raise 1t., This was his bread which he threw upon
the fire to hake by cove:ing 1t with ashes! After a few ninutes
he took the lumps out of the fire. The outside was burnt while the
inside was plain dough. Then he brought some dates and served us
with the bread. Because he was a true beliefer and had a great love,
that plein coarse food tasted so delicious that we all enjoyed it.
Ye had great faitlr and cur vresence filled him with Jjoy. The food

in. that humble hut geve sush a good taste that I cem:still relish
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it in memory.

"To be brief: The world is full of delicious foods and rich
meats. But that which 1s teken in love and served through love gives
the most dellcious taste. We spent the night with him, and next morn~
ing we returned to the city. Ile was very happy to entertain us and

we were delighted to visit him, for he had a great love."

'Abdu'l-Bahe spoke of the troubles in Akka in the preceding
year, and how Bsha&'u'llah protected hlm and the believers against
the terrible seditions of thelr enemles. He sald in part: "Cur
shelter is strong; our proteotor ls a Mighty One. He preotected us
last year when the enemles made such false representations which
might have resulted in dur destruction. They accused us before
the government of such deeds which if any one had committed he
should deserve to.be condemmmd to death. For instance, they assert-
ed that we had founded a new dynasty and established a new religion.
The enemies even made a banner on which they dlsplayed the Holy
Words 'Ya-Bshasul-Abhal', and seni it to The Porte, saylng that we
had hoisted that benner and carried i+t through the city among the
trites of the Arabs and incited the Arabs to rally around us fto
raise a revélt. They even sald the Arabs had responded to our sum=-
mons, had all become Bahatls and were ready for actlion against the
government} They even sent the absurd report that we had crested a
new Mecca, i.e,, the Holy Tomb of Baha'u'llah, and a new lMedina, iie.,
the Tomb of the Bab on Mt. Carmell They had represented us &s nen of
- revolt and sedition and as enemies of law and oxrder; while it is inown

clearly throughout the world that we seek for peace and unity. Wihile
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Baha'u'lleh has commended us to love all mankind and work for uni-
versal peace, and has forbidden us corruption and sedition, how can
we ever have comuitted such evil deeds? I take refuge in God from
such false accusatidns! We wish for the good of €ll. The Blessed
Perfection has forbidden all to bear rancor, hatred or enmity towsrds
anyone, He has purged our hearts from animosity &nd hatred. He has
tlessed us with love toward all men." ... Then in a gentle tone of
voice, eddressing Hiaself to Bahatu'llah, He chanted a few lines of
poetry, the translation of one or two of which is the following:

"0 Lordl Let friendship exist between Thee and me. I have
no fear 1f the whole world is my foe. Let the whole earth sbandon
me, i1f Thou abide with me as my Protector." etGs .o

On Friday, June 29§ 1906, in the evening, 'Abdu’'l-Baha ad-
dressed us (the pilgrims) in the following words., Pointing to the
stars in the Heavens, He sald in part:

"Were the whole world to act together 1ln order to prevent
these stars from glving light--verily they will fail to do so. low,
see how unwise are the enemies of the Cause--who are endeavoring %o
resist this Truth and quench this Light. How senseless are they!
They do not see the Power of Baha'u'llah who proves the Truth of
Christ to unbellevers after nineteen centuries, the Truth of Islem
after thirteen centurieé ana the Truth of Abraham after four thous-
and years! They do not realize the Bounty of this lManifestation in
thet it upholds the Truth of all the Religlons and unifles menkind
upon the basis of faith in one God. Vhen Sultan Muhemmad II be-

_sieged Constantinople emnd was bombarding the walls of the city to
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enter it with his triumphant army, one of the Ministers of State rushe
ed to the residence of the Christian Patriarch to report the critical
condition and ask for advice. He found the Patriarch calmly seated
at his desk engeged in writing. The HMinister asked: *iWhat is your
Eminence writing?' 'A book f@lsproving the mission of Muhammad, "
answered the Patriasrch. The Minister rejoined with great emotion:
'Now 1s not the time to write against a Prophet, the army of whose
followers has already entered the oity, and will in a little while
control everything.,!

¥Today the opposers of this Cause show the same heedlessness.
%hile the Cyuse 1f spreading with the swiftness od lightning, and
its great light is blessing nations, its enemlies attempt to resist
its strength and prevent"its beneficent effects. When Christ was
cxucified He left only eXeven Bisciples, end yet see how Christian-
ity emcompassed the worldl! 3aha'u'llsh at the time of His Departure
had fom one to two hundred thousand followers. "hlle they have al-
ready filled the world with Hls light, see how marvellous will be
its effects in the future! YWhen we were exiled to Constantinople
from Baghdad, the Persian Ambassedor at the former city &id his best
to bringﬁbout our total destruction. Supposing he had succeded in
destroying us,~ ocould he destroy the Cause of God? They said they
would wholly annihilate the Cause by destroying the Bab. Could they
do so? No, the very martyrdom of the Bab strengthened His Cause a
thousand-fold. Now some people imegine the Cause of God depends up-~
on my existence; and that by destroying me they oould destroy the
Ceuse} Verily, this is far from reality. Nay, when I go, the

Cause will nake great progress after me. Remehber this, Ye cen



destroy and finish the Cause of God."

In bidding farewell to some departing pilgrims, 'Abdu'l-Raha
sald in part: "Ye came and visited the Holy Place and associated
with the Beloved of God. It is hoped ye will carry with you the
effect and result of this contaoct as a present to your countryumen.
The result of this association is good deeds, the glad tidings of
the Love af God, devotion, enthusiasm, love towaerds mankind, rec-
titude, honesty, harmony, gentleness and benevolence, Do not look
to the world, their deeds end words, their enmity or unkindness.
Lock to the Blessed Perfection, and show love to all men for His sake.

"If a man does you harm with his tongue or his hands, be not
grieved; btut smile and be rejoiced, end treat himm in turn with ut-
most love and sincerity. If in your hearing anyone reviles and ex-
ecrates you, heed him not. Sgy unto him that you are commanded by
the Blessed Perfeotion to wish good to those who hate you, to love
those who wish you dvil, to consider the stranger as a friend, and
to have your gaze purified and sanctified from all that men do and
extended toward God whose Bounty comprehends all. d3ay, yé are cor-
mended to speak not a single word of evil asgainst any one nor
against the Govermment.

*In reality, Shah Mozaffar is very gentle in his action and
it 1is not indeed possible for him to show you more consideration
than he does, Besides, God has now brought it about that the ad-
ministration of affalrs-be in the hands of both the Government and

the people. (o) To be brief: God ﬁilling, ye £wlll bte assisted
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(@) This refers to the new Constitutional Regime in Persia.
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by the Conflrmations of the Blessed Perfection and will be favored

by His Proteotion and will attain to His Good Pleasure." eto.

Florence Khanum asked 'Abdu'l-Baha concerning the $raining of
children., She asked: '"Should parents train their children according
to their own wish and judgment, or should the children te treained
along lines for which they show a natural ability?*®

*Abdu'l-Baha asnswered: “Parents must find out as to that call-
ing or profession for the acquisition of which their ohildren show
the most aptitude and natural desire,-and then they must train then
in the same, by engaging their attention in that direction. Tor a
child will sooner or later meke : manifest his natural abilities and
giftss To traln his natural abilities in a manner different from
this is not right. For it has often been found that certaln parents
foreed their child to study a certain line desired by them for wihich,
however, the ohild had no naturel aptitude. Thus the child lavished
years of his life in that line, with no progress whatever. This
shows that the child's abibities were adapted to some other line of
study.

Then it was asked as to the eerly training of small children,
as for instence if it were allowable to punish chlldren? t'Abdutl.Baha
answered: "If by punishing is meant striking, Yo, this is very bad
for the ohild., Children should be trained through love. But if
parents show them the utmost love without requiring of them good be-
havior, and thus make them feel that in any case the parents will
treat them with love, such a feeling will lead the child to rebellion

and- disotediense, For he will see that, whether he behave well or
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ill, the parents will love him. A child must be so treated that
even though he 1s convinced of the parents'! great love towards

him, he may still be more convinced that the parents have a great-
er love for lofty humaniﬁualitiea and perfeotions. Thet is, they
love the child because of the virtues of falthfulness, godliness,
truthfulness and devotion which he should show forth in order to
justify thelr love for him, When the ohild see that the parents
love him more for his good-qualities then purely for his own self,
then he will endeavor to obey his parents by characterizing himself
with noble qualities. For he will know that by this means, his
perents' love for him will Increase, and that to neglect this, he
snall forfelt thler gfeater love and affection. If this course

in training the ochild be overlooked, he will be raised discourteous,
disobedient and untrained. These Arabs do not give their ohildren
good training. Formwheﬁ théir children show no regerd for good
human qualities end persist'in disobedience, not only the parents
fail to reprimsnd or correot them but fhey will even feel displeased
or resent 1t if other people speak of their children's unenviable
qualities. Thus the Arab children grow up dlsobedient and untreined.
To be briefy parents should so conduct themselves that the ohild
shall know that they love good character and noble qualities in him
more than they love the child himself.

"But by no manner of means should the child be beaten. For if
by beating, it is meeat to oorreot and threaten the child no fear is
greater to the child than the feeling that he will offend the perents
and forfeit thelr love thréugh disobedience and evll conduct. This
feeling should be developed in children.®
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It was asked, "How should little children, such as ours ({then one
year old), be treated in order to be trained%" 'Abdu'l-Baha said:
"Children are of two kinds: Those capable of didtinguishing and
those incapable of distinguishing (right and wrong). Now, this
child 1s too young to have the power of distinguishing and his
sense or feeling has not yet developed. He should therefore be
allowed to remain as he 1s until he grows older end develops ceapa-
tility and adaptability to training.

"Tm treining children, it is essentlial that the parents umever
speak to them anything but‘the truth, and never try to cheat or
appease the child through untrue words or promises. ¥or instance,
when the parents wish to go to the garden and prefer that the chlld
remain at home, they should not try to cheat him by saying that
they are not going to %he garden but to the bath or to any other
place not loved by Jim. -No, 1s it is not advisable that they take
the ohild with them, they should tell fhe ohild the truth that they
are going to the garden but‘that, beéagse of thisror other jﬁstifi-
agle reason, 1t‘1$ not allowable for him to accompény them. For if
the parents atart for the garden, and tell the child that they are
bound for another place,- then when they return home and m~y have by
chance a rose or & flower in their hand, the child noting it will de-
tect their felsehood and thus learn to disbelieve them.

"Likewise, & child should not be frightened into good behavior
ty the mention of a wolf (or any improbable object), for when he once
noticed that.the wolf did not% come, he would know that the parents
did not tell the truth. "This will make him discredit their words,

wiil diminish his respect for them, and finally will lead to his ill-
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training and bad behavior, To sum up, parents must so behave be-
fore their children that they may te nobel examples to them in
words and deeds."

In answer to the ﬁessage vhich I brought from a believer,
'Ab@u'l-Baha dictated the words which I translate as follows:

"Inquire after Miss farmer's health on my behalf end convey
to her my greeting and say: "Many ldeas are conveived by the human
mind, some of which are baséd on the truth and others on untruth.
Each one of those ideas whioh 1s reflected from the 1ight of truth
becomes realized and atfeins a tangible existence; whereas idead not
based on truth, which haunt the hugan mind, ocome and go, producing
no tangible result, like unto waves on the sea of imegination. Such
ideas are never realized in the world of exlstence.

rtSimilarly, numefoué-assemblﬁges and gatherings have been
organised during past ages and early periods, all of which however
produced nc result or.fruit. Only such assemblages which render un-
mnixed service to thé Light of Truth fhourished and conferred great
results upon the world.

"tRor instance, consider how thousands of gatherings religlous,
political and literary, were organized during the »est ages 1n Indie,
Persia, Eurkistan, the lands of China, #&nd in short, thvoughomt all
Asia, None of thesd gatherings produced any result, except the
little gatheringe of theﬁipostles upon the Mount, fifty days after
the Crucifixion of Christ. All that transpired in TBhristienity
through the diffusion of the pure En&gn&nce of Christ and the promo-

tioﬁ,gi_His Gospel in uplifting humanity and training and guiding the
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souls in the pursuit of & noble life-.-are traceable to the effects
of that early reunion of the Disciples. Nay, the results of that
gathering have continued even to the present day.

"1Similarly if in this day praiseworthy results and everlast-
ing effects are sought after, it 1s neoessary that Green Aore shall
be made a gathering place for the Word of God and an assemblage for
heaven-aspiring spiritual souls.,

"tThe fossilized, two~thousand-years-old superstitutions of
heedless and ignorant multitudes of Asia or Burope should not be
spread in that gathering-place. Otherwise, it must be known for a
certainty that that Assemblage will produce noc result wha%gver. Neay,
it will before long be abandoned and forgotten, even as did the above-
mentioned assemblages of the past.

"tT beg of God that that esteemed maid-servent of God mey be-
come the cause of spreading the Word of God, so that the Light of
Truth may shine forth ﬁﬁd thé world be illumined., When you consider
attentively, you will realize that what has been said here is but the
truth, while ali else beside this 1s pure imagination and superstition,
which is venishing and unenduring.

wiA tree:must possess roois, in order that it may bear fruit.
The trees of the forests 6f Asia heve lmparted no fruit for thousands
of years. But the Blessed Trees of the Divine Manifestations have
gech so flourished and developed that they have fed and trailned the
whole world with fruit end jields. Upon thesc ﬁe greeting and praiselt”

(Sig.) ‘'Abdu’l-Baha Abbas.
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The following Six Teblets revealed in my neme are translated
here for the benefit of readers as they contain highly instructive
points. These are tranalated in full or in extracts:

b 4
He Is Godl
0 thou intimate ocompanion of 'Abdu'l~Bahal

I pursued your letter to His Honor Meanshadi and noted its con-

tents. You have written oconcerning the statements of certain Hindus.

Exalted is Godl (o) What speeoh is that and what an idea and suppo-
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(¢) Used as & note of exclamation.

- S g P B G g M S S P S S Y G A U s Gl D T R 0N B A T S S G T mm e e vy Gmb (R B A P am ey g NPl g AN S WS e B e S g e R O M mm e M

sition whose error is obvious! 1In the world of humanity, certain
personages appeared who became the trainers of the world, shone
forth like unto the sun, were adorfed by the people of &t religioms,
beceme recipisnts of Divine Revelations and dawning places of the
11ght of Truth., Consider, therefore, the human temple, and see to
what heights of loftiness and exaltation it has reachedl

6n the other hand,_man& exist as human beings who are sdorers
and worshippers of stone end ciay, that is, the mineral, which is
the lowest of beings. Consider how base and low are they when their
object of worship is the basest of things, such as stone, clay and
minerall

How then can one oompare the two above classes of human beings
with each other? No, bg God, this were a great calamityl The out-
ward i1s the expression of the inward., In the different species and
olasses of beings, none that progresses can reach the station of a

higher being. For instance, no matter how much the mbnersl mey pro-
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gress, 1t will not attain the virtue of growth in 1i%s mineral
world. Likewlise the vegetable, no matter how much 1t may progress
and develop in the vegetable world, it will never attain sense-per-
ception. Similarly the animal, no matter how much training it may
reveive or make progress; 1% oan not attain the rational faoculty.
It has thus become evident that the beings have, each of them.
a partioular station, and that each progresses in its own station.
Similarly, human beings have each an innate station, and eech pro-
gresses in 1ts own station end grade. A witless person, no matter
how intense & discipline he endures and how abundant an exertion it
may make to become & new oreation, he never can attain the station
of the Dawning-places of Revelation and Day-springs of Inspiration.

The"free of Zekus" (66) will not beoome & lofty palm tree, and the
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(66) Koran-~& tree of bitterest fruit.
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fell colocynth (i.e., bitter-apple¥ will never bear a sweet fruit.
What imagination 1s this? What a strange superstition and supposi-
tion is this! How astonishing that people listen to such supersti-

tion} o

To be brief: O, Jenenbi Khen, let us refer to that which con-

cerns ourselves. These days (e) 4 great dneger seems imminent, You

(o) Referring to the great troubles of those times in Akk&.
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and the teloved of God must be in such a state that no matter wvhat
may happen, even if this Holy Land fall wholly into confusion, or
even if greatér troubles come up, you should by no means become lax

ex fail (in your duties). Nay, (in that case) you should wholly for-
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get yourselves and sbandoning rest and egese, make yourselves ex-
vremely humble and evanesceni in the Cause of God, end you should
raise your volce and call out and ppread the Fragrances of Holiness,

Convey Most Wonderful, Abha greeting to the meid-servant of
God, Florence Xhanum, and kiss the cheeks of Rahim-Kuli Khan.

(sig.) ‘'Abdu'l-Baha Abbas.
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II
He Is Godl

"Praise be to God, it has been repeatedly proven that firmness
in the Covenant and asotivity in the service of the Cause 1is the means
by which man is favored with Divine Confirmations both in this worlid
end in the world to come; and Man's eternal felicity 1is built and de-
pendent upon his attainment to this excellence. I swear by the Light
of Truth, that 1f anyone arise with a sincere hearft and sanctified
charecter to serve His Highness the One God in these days, all the
existent beings will become his servants and every door will be open-
ed vefore his face, and he will see success and victory approaching
him from every direction., This is but the truth! But this state is
conditionsl upon his showing steadfastness, loftiness, of charecter
and exceeding purity and sanctity; in order that all men may testiry
that such a person is the essence of faithfulness, the reality of
guidance ahd the bammner of the Kingdom of Abha." (o)
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(6) Prom a Tablet of *'Abdutl-Baha.
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IIT
He Is Godl

*0 Thou Janabi Khen! Exhort thou &ll the btelievers, and say:
*The Beauty 0f Abh@-—ecw—-~-hgs opened a great docor before your
faces, and Rasg Eestowed a welighty gift upon you. Ye must appreciate
its value and sacrifice youréelves. Nay, we must forget ourselves
entirely; we must wish for no rest and seek no joy. We must seek
no name or fame, no ease nor abundance nor oonvenienoe. Nay, we
must sacrifice everything, in order that we may enter the KXingden

of Immortality.'" (e)

(e) TFrom a Tablet by 'Ahdul-Baha.

v
Concerning the duites of a Bah&'l Teacher.
He Is Godl

*0 thou servant of the Holy Threshold of the Beauty of Abhal

I read what you had written to Jenabl H Seyed Taki, Thank
thou God who has made thee a teacher of His Truth and assisted thee
in encouraging and'guiding the seekers. If, God willing, thou
arisest in all that 1s worthy this station, before long thou wilt
see great results and gain extended victories. This station (that
of teacher) 1s in this Day the greatest of all stations, and this 1is
acceptable in the Threshold of the Almighty. ZEvery sinoere soul who
arises in this Day to spread the signs of the Kingdom and engages in
guiding the seekers, will be assisted by the Invisible Hosts and

rendered successful and vistorious by the army of the Kingdom of
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Abha. But in this path (e) man must endure every suffering and

(e) I.E., As a Teacher of Truth., T
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calamity, and one must by no means become lax; nay troubles and
trialé must tend to inorease his efforts and calamities must
strengthen his wishes (for servioce).

"I hope you will show & firm and steadfast footing in this
station, and be so evanesoent, humble, detached and resigned, that
thou mayest become a sign of the Almighty's Meroy, and the Cause
of guiding:great number of souls in that country¥e ssese

*0 thou my friend}! Because of the painful occurances and
Trightful sufterings inflicted upon the friends in Persia, the

shedding of the blood of the Martyrs, (#) and the utter helpless-

() The Tablet was revealed for the translator at a time when one
hundred and fifty Beha'l msn, women and ochildren were destroyed

and martyred in Yezd Persia by the mob, about five years ago, 1l.e.,

about 1908,

ness of their survivors,- my ocondition was like unto that of a
shepherd whose sheep have been torn by wolves. 1 camnnot describe
ny state and my sorrows. In every hour & martyrdom and at every
breath sn unavoidable hard fate, and &t every instant an efflictionl
Thus both writing and speech have been out of the question. I how-
ever, wrote answers for the letters sent by you, in order that no
interruption may intervene against the spread of the Fragranoes of
God; and this was due to my love for you."

(81ga) A+ A
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Conoerning the duties of Baha'l Teachers and Believers.
v
He Is Godl

"0 thou intimate companion of 'Abdu'l-~-Bahal

You must s0 holst the banner of nothingness and utter humil-
ity that thou mayest diffuse the pure fregrance of Severance 1in
those lands and regions, and spread the spirit of entire devotion,
sacrifice, spiritual nothingness, Merciful Unity, oneness, single-
ness and the Abha Bounty 1ﬁ that country. This is the essence of
the Cause.,- I beg of God that we may all be assisted arnd conflrmed
therein.

The beloved of God must be as one soul, ofge spirit, one heart,
one thought; nay each should be ready to sacrifice life for the
other, and each must present himself as an offering for the other
in every instant., Not unttil love and unity, singleness and fellow-
ship have reached this degree will the loved one of confirmation
and success become manifest,'unveiled in the gathering place of the
spiritual ones,

To be brief, gulde thou all the friends unto unity, fellow-
ship, hermony, accord and spiritual oneness, If this gift, which
is the eternal Bounfy of the Besuty of Oneness, be freely and
worthily spread in that country, the mystery of Truth will certain-
1y become menifest, and the Beauty of the Merciful One become un-
veiled., Otherwise, the tree of being will remain fruitless, and
all efforts wili he as unproduotive as the summer cloud 1is rainless.

This 1s the truth of the matter! Wherefore exhort the beloved ones
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in friendship, and urge the chosen ones on to poverty (of all else
save God) and evanescence; and encourage the righteous ones in that

the
unity which is the Strongest Handle. (e) For everlasting Bounty of

{¢) L.e., ohief means for deliverenoce.
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the Beauty of Abha 4is but pure love, 1s the attachment of hearts to
each other, and is unmixed union, in order that all may thereby be-
come drops of one stream, waves of one sea, rays of one sun, the
fregrance of .. one rose—ganden, the flowers of one fleld, the
nightingeles of one meadow and the lights of one assemblage. This
I1s the quality of the sincere ones} This 1s the attribute or the
favored onesit

Upon thee be greeting and praisel

(Sig.) ‘'Abdu'l-Baha Abbas.

He Is Gos}

"0 thou servant of the Beauty of Abhal

From the contents of thy letters it has beoome evident and
clear that the standard of the Cause of God is in great motion in
those tands, and the musk-scented fragrance is wonderfully diffused
in those regions; end that seekers and iﬁiuirers are numerous, but
that teachers are few, nay fewest in nuuber. Thls 1s the Decree of
the Mighty and Xnowing Cnel

Up to the present time, favorable oonditioygs have not been
avalleble., His Holiness, Mirza Abul-Fadl, has written us that were

there one hundred teachers in the land, there would be enough hemrers
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to listen to thems God wllling, confirmation and assistence will
reach Jyou., a4

Now 1t is necessary to oultivate lofty attributes in America,
sO fhat such souls may be found who will be truly worthy and befitt-
ing the Cause of God; who may be wholly humble and meek and quit of
self.and personal desire; who may sbandon their own wish, purpose
and personal aims; and be resigned to the will of God; who may shine
forth from the horizon of the Love of God like unto the Holy Souls
(Bahatis) in Persia, and mey hasten into the field of sacrifice with
the utmost joy and gladness. Not until man reaches this station and
aecquires such morals and qualities 1s it possible for him to find
(spiritual) success and prosperity. TFor, man must fly upwards through
this power. And without this, (spirltual progress) is impossible.
For some may gain &n enthusiasm for & few days, whieh in a short
time may be extingulished by a prevailing apathy.

That whioh is‘oondpoiye t0 constancy end steadfestness is
severance from all superstitions and grades, and i1s firmmess in a
state of humility aﬁd meekness and utter separation from all else

save God,"
(8ig.) 'Abdu'l-Beha ibbas,
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Portion of a Tablet from 'Abdu‘'l.Baha.

"Thou hast written concerning the meetings and the gathering-
places of the beiievers of God, Such assemblies and congregations
will grewatly gid the promotion of the Word,- and all the audience,
wWhether friends or not friends, beoome affected. But when the
friemds have the intention of entering these meetings and assemb-

lies; they must first make their purpose pure, detach the heart



76~

from ell other reflectlons, ask ceaseless Divine Conflrmation and
with the utmost devotion and humility set their feet in the gather-
ing-place.

"let thee not introduce any topic in the meeting except the
mentioning of the True One, nelther must they confuse that merciful
assembly with ﬁerplexing"outside questions. They must either teach
or open thelr tongues in prOpoﬁnﬂing argument, elther commune oxr
suppliocate and pray to God, read Tablets or offer counsel and ex-
hortations.

"Make an effort in every meeting that the Lord's Supper may
become realized and the Heavenly Food descend. This Heavenly Food
is knowledge, understanding, faith, pertitude, love, fellowship,
kindness, purity of purpose, attraction of hearts, end the union
of souls. It was this state of the Lord's Supper which descended
from the Heavenly Kingdom in the Day of Christ. When the neeting
is continued after this ﬁanﬁer, then 'Abdu'l-Bahe 8lso is presenty
in heart and soul, though His body may not be with you.

(sig.} 'Abdu'l-Baha Abtas.

Extract from a Tablet (o)
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"0 thou esteemed one: This world is like unto = forest, and
its trees are fruitless. Now the Divine Gardener hath come in
order to make this unfruitful forest & Divine Garden and inorease
its trees in fruit and yield, through Divine tréining. Before long

thou shalt see how this Gardener will engage in adorning the avenues
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of hearts with the flowers of Significamoces, and make the trees
full of blomsoms snd drulits.

"Accordingly, exert thyself in heert and soul so that thou
mayest beoome a servant in this Divine Garden and be the cause of
honoring and exalting the world of humanit&. In whatever worh
thou mayesgt engaga, 1its resuits are temporary, except this great
Cause, which gives results and imparts Eternal Life.

Upon thRe be greeting and praise."

(sig.) ‘'4bdu'l-Baha Abbas.
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Tablet revealed by 'Abduil-Bahal
He Is Godl

0 thou sincere servant of the Beauty of Abhal

Thy letter was received and its contents were noted. Is is
earnestly hoped $hat, by the Grace of God, thou wilt be assisted
with strong conrinmation, wilt open thy 2Yps in praising and glori-
fying the Ancient Lord, chant the Verses of Guidance, holst the
banners of Righteousness, ralse a ringing voioce throughout the
world, become a personified spirit, an embodied iight, a shining
lamp and a beaming gtar. Be thou hopeful in the gifts of the
Beauty of Abha, for they make the earth luminous, develop pebbles
intc gems of exguisite color, change the mere clay into royal pearls
and mold the dusky stone into a oup of great price.

You had asked oconcerning the 8wenty-sixth verse of the ninth
chapter of Daniel, that !'though the meaning of the twenty-fourth
Verse is made olear, the reality of the twenty-sixth verse is yet

UﬂkllQ_ml.m“
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0 thou affectionate friend; Xnow thou that four proclamations
were issued from Kings for the rebuilding of Jerusalem. The first
1s the order of Cyrus issued in the year five hundred and thirty-six
B. C+ See the Book of Ezre, Chapter One.

Thé second proolemation is from Darius, which was made in Five
Hundred and Nineteen B. C. See Ezra Chapter Six.

?he third is from Artexerxes, in the se¥enth year of his reign.
This wes in Four'hundred and fifty-seven B. Ce See Ezra Chapter
Seven.

The fourth is from Artaxerxes in Four hundred end forty-four
B. C. See Nehemiah, Chapter Two,

Daniel's refersence concerns the third proclamation. His Boli-
ness Christ lived thirty-three years. When we add the figures thirty-
three to Four hundred and fifty-seven, the total is four hundred and
Ninety; and this is the Seventy weeks complete. (Leeey, 70 x 7 = 490.)

Likewise, in the twenty-rfifth verse (Ch.9), Daniel speaks of
"Seven weeks, and three soore end two weeks." Then mention is made
of snother week which completes the seventy weeks, in the Aidst of
-whiggighe t8aorifice and the obligetion%, ceased by the Martyrdom of
His Holiness Christ.

This matter inddetall is thils; There are two dates stated
{by Daniel). One of these dates has 1its start in the decree issued
by Artaxerxes for Ezre ooncerning the rebuilding of Jerusalemn, and
terminates in the ascension (Martyrdom) of His Holiness Christ. Thils
date comprises seventy weeks.

The seoond date begins with the finishing and completing of

the rebuilding of Jerusalem, and ends in the ascension of Christ.
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This date comprises three-score-and-two weeks. Tor, the rebuild-
ing of Jerusalem took seven weeks,- eaoch day of which weeks is one
year. That is, 1t was completed in the seventh week. And the in-
terval of time begipning with the completion of the building cof
Jerusalem until the ascension of Christ, is sixty-two weeks; &and
in the sixty-third week, which immediately follows and is connect-
ed with the séxty-twWw o0 weeks, the asoension of Christ took place.
This date of "Seven Weeks"™ is the pericd of the rebuilding of
Jerusalen,

Thus if you take the date to begin with the issuing of the
decree of Artaxerxes, 1t will conmprise seventy weeks, and if you
take it from the completing and finishing e# the oonstruction of
Jeruselem, it will be $ixty-two weeks; and In the midst of the
sixty-third week the sacrifice ended by the martyrdom of Fis Holi-.
ness Christ.

0 thou servant of Godl I am informned of thy trials and calam-
ities. There is a wisdom in this, of which you shall personally te
informed afterwerd. A% present you must bear them in the utmost
patéence and endurance. These hardships and troubles shall vanish,
and happy times shall arrive, and these celamitles and afflictibns
are not due to any sho;tcoming on your part, but are because of
consummate (Divéne) wisdoms.

You had written concerning spiritistioc discoveries. The hu-~
men spirit is a power whioh comprehends the reallties of things.
All that thou seest such as arts, inventions, traces and discover-
ies, were once in the realm of the uniknown, and were a hidden mattver.

But the human spirit discovered such hidden mysteries and brought
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them out of the sphere of the unknown into the visible world.

For instance, the power of steam, photography, phonography,
te2legraphy and mathematioal problems were all onoe:hidden nystery
and unknown secret; but the human spirit discovered such 1invisible
mysteries and brought them from the hidden into the visible world.
Consequently, it 1s a comprehensive energy, and has control over
the realities of things, end discovers the hidden secreta in the
domain of the physical world. But the Divine Spirit discovereth
Divine realities anq cdsmic nysteries in the realm of the Divine
(Supernal) World., I hope thou mayest attain the Divine Spirit,
discover the mysteries of the Divine World and compreherd the
secrets of the physicel world.

YTou:. hed asked concerning the thirtlieth verse of the four-
teenth chapter of the Book of St. John, where His Holiness Christ
has said: "I will no more speek much with you, for the Prince of
the World cometh, and hath nothing in me." By "The Prince of the
World," is meant the Blessed Perfeotion. 4nd "He hath nothing &n
me," signifles that after Him (i.e., Jesus), all receive bounty
from Him; but that He (Blessed Perfection) is independent of, and
does not seek bounty from Him (Jesus), that is, is in no need of
tounty from Him.

You had asked concerning the disclosure of spirits after
the dissolution of the bodies. TUndoubtedly the Other Vorld is a
world of disclosures and vision, for there the vell will be re-
moved, and the human spirit will witness the souls above it%, be-

neath i1t, or of an equal rank with it. As an example to this,

when man was in the feetal world, he had & vell before the eyes,



8l

and all things were therefore wovered from him. 'hen he is bom
out of the womb into this world, because this world in comparison
to the foetal world is a world of disclosure and vision, he can
witness all things here with his outward eye. Likewise, when he
departs from this world into the Other World, whatever was veiled
from him in this world will become disclosed unto him in the Cther.
And in that World he will comprehend and perceive all things with
the eye of Insight, and will witness those like him, equal unto him,
atove him or outside him.

As to the equality of spirits in the Supreme World: By this
it 1s meent that the spirits of the believers, at the time of their
appearaence in the world of bodies, are equal; a&nd are all pure and
unsullied, But in this world, they will find distinetion: Sone
attaln to a lofty station, some seek an intermediate grade or stag-
nate in the early stages. This equality (of the spirits) is in the
original state of thelr being, and this distinction is after their
ascension (or departure frog this life).

You had written conoerning 'Seir®*, Selr is a place in the
direction of Nezareth, sltuated in Galllee.

As to the words of Job, spoken of in verses twenty-five and
twenty-seven, chapter nineteen: 'For I know that my redeemer live-
th, end that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth®, etc.
But in this place, the purpose of these words 1s that "I (Job)
shall not continue sbased, and I have a protecting friend, and ny
helper and Redeemer shall 1In the end appear. 4andé though, now my
tody is weakened and afflicted with worms,'yetishalllagain be

Healed, and shall see Him with this mine eye, that is with mine
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Insight." Thesd words were spoken by him after he had been blamed,
and after he had himeelf too spoken of the Intensity of his afflio-
tions; and after his body was sufféring from worms by the violence
of dilsease, he wished to say that he shall be healed from all his
dlseases and shall see his Redeemer with his own eye in his very
body.

As to the "Woman" who betook herself to the wilderness, eas
spoken of in the Twelfth Chapter of the Revelation of St. Johm,
and the greet wonder which appeared in heaven, and *the woman who
was clothed with the sun and the moon under her feet." By fthis
woman 1s meant the Religion of God spoken of here under the term
"Women'"; and the two orbs of "Sun" end "loon", that is the two em-
pires of Turkey and Persia, are under the shadow of the Religion of
God. The sun is the emblem of the Persian ZEmplre, and the moon,
that is, the Crescent, is the sign of the Turkish Hmplre. ind by
the "Crowns" is meant the Twelve Imams/Who assisted the Religion
of God like unto the Apostles. (ef53;£ as to the "Nen-~child which
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(¢) Though the "Crowns" are mentioned as "Seven", yet they mean the
Twelve Imems, because there were five proper names common to the
Twelve Imams, whereas Seven different names telonged to the Twelve.

Hence "Seven Crowns" {(i,e, Twelve Imams).
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ves brought forth"; This child is the Promised Beauty (i.e. Beha'-
u'llah) which was born out b¢ that Religion of God.

ATterward it is said that the women fled into the wilderness,
un
that is the Religion of God was transferred from Palestinehto the

wilderness of Hijez, and remained there for One Thousand Two Hundred
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and Slxty Years, that is unto the day of the lianifestation of the
Promised "lian-chlld". And it 1s evédently that in the Holy Soript-
ures each day is given as one year.
Upon thee he greeting and praise!
(sig.) A. A

In the following,I translate some Tablets and extracts from
Baha'u'llahs
The Homlly to be read during the Wedding Ceremony:

"In His Mame, the Glver, the Bounteous!

Praise be to God,the Pre-existenv, the liverlasting, the Iternal
the Chengeless,- to Him who has testified to His Issence by His Own
Assence. Verily, He is the One, the Independent, the Lofty!

We testify that there 1s no God but He, and we acknowledpge His
Singleness and Confess His Oneness. He has been everlastingly in
the height of His loitiness and in the sunmit of His Tupregnatility
sanctifisd beyond the commemoration of all else save Him, and puri-
fied and independent atove all commendation bty all else beside Him.

And when He desired to accomplish the order of the World and
show His Bounty and Beneficenoe unto nations, He enected Laws and
estatlished Peths, wheréin He lald down the law of Matrimony, and
appointed 1%t to be a fortress for prosperity and salvation; and He
comnanded us to act in that which He revealed from the Holy Xingdom
in His "Ketabil-Akdas" (i.e. Book of Bahae'i Laws), and this is His
saying, Glorified is His Might, 'O ye peoplel! ZIngege in meirimony,
in order that there may sppear from you thet which (or those who)

pnay commemorate and pralse Me among My servants. This is ky command
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unto you, if ye will take it as a helper unto yourselves!?

And we salute and bless the followers of El-Bayan who are
the people of Baha,- those who expended their efforts in promoting
this Manifest Religion, and whom the reproaches of bleamers did not

prevent from following God.

Pralse be to God, the Lord of all the Creaturesi"

M B g e e ey e WD AN NS P M N A

"In the Name of the Object of the Whole Worldl

Praise beloveth and befitteth that Beloved Ome who has ever
been and Who will remain unto all Eternity. His Meroy has encom-
passed all in emistence, This Mercy, in its primary state, is the
declaration of proof which becomes manifest from the dayispring
of Providence of the Merfiful One,- in order that all may thereby
attaln unto knowing that Sea of Pre-existence which 1s the ZEssen-
tial Motive for the creation of the world.

"In its secondary state, this Mercy is the Divine Coumands,
through which mighty and great ladder all mey asoend unto the
station of Sanctity, of Elngleness and unto the swumits of Glory
o Oneness.

"Blessed are those who in this day arise to assist the Cause
of the Lord of Mankind éntﬁ spiritual attributes and pure dJdeeds.
God willing all the beloved ones must be in the utmost love and
friemdship, and never fall short in helping one another. The nean~
of the term "Mowasat" (i.e. fellowship) revealed in the Divine Book
is this,~ That each one of the believers must consider the others
like unto himself, that is, he should not count himself superior

to other; that the rich should not withhold their goods from the
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poor, and that they make equal ocholce for other bellefers of what-
ever benevelent deeds they choose unto themselves. This is the
meaning of "Mowasat". And the limit Intended for "Mowasai" (in
the Book) has been tc thls degree,- to emceed such limit is ac-
counted tefore God of selflsh grades &nd egotistical desires. Nay,
God forhbid that we do sol Deware lest ye commlt that which is not
loved by God. God willing, all must engage in this commemoration
with the utmost sanctigsy and purity.

"Verlly He 1s the Commander, the Hearer, the Knowerl"

"A word was seen in thy letter which is indeed & "perfect
word." If eny soul acts {in the spirit of) that word, he witll
attain to ell good, and it 1s this: '0 ny Godl O my Master! My
wlsh 1s Thy Good Pleasure.'

"Ask thou God that thou mayest continue firm in this word.
Blessed is whosoever drinks from this Cup and is of those who knowl
God's Munificence is boundfiless and His Graece ls endless; There
ne¥er is any Interruption in the Bounty of the Bounteous One., He
has ever granted the wishes of all;jIn some instances, He has de-
layed this, as it has Geen deemed advisable for the person who nade
the wish. Otherwise, he will attain unto the best of that which he
has wished, But for those souls who are 1lndeed holding fast unto
God's Good Pleasure, snother (loftler) station 1s ordained. Blessed
are they! Blessed are theyl +.."

"You had asked oconcerning the station of parents in the next
life. One of the apecial bointies of this Manifestation is this

that-every soul who belleves in the Dawning Place of the Cause, the



86~

Rays of tﬁe Sun of Divine Favor will sprround his parents, ahthough |
they may not have attained to bellef in the Manifestation. This 1is
His Bounty unto His beloved Ones., Praise thou God, and be of those
who are thankfull"

"I exhort you, O ye my beloved, to show forth the u#most great
Trustiworthiness anong my gervants and creatures. For, thugh trust-
worthiness the Cause of God will be uplifted In the world, end the
sanctity of the Oause_will'beoqme manifest ampng men. Be ye trustees
among the serventst

"Thus have We exhorted them in the Tablets. Verily, thy Lord
is the Knower, the Wise (nel Say: Trust ye in all matters in the
forgiving True One. Verily Helbestoweth that which He willesth up-
on whggver He willedth and He preveﬁts whomsoever He desireth from
that whioh He desireth, Verily He is the powerful, the Mighty!

"Iet not the things of the world grieve you, God has indeed
ordained unto you that which naught in creation can equal, were ye
of those who Know. Be ye firmﬁ in the Cause In such wise that the

storms of the misleading ones may not shake you."

"As to thy question ooncerning-the sould, and their aoquaint-
ence concerning the gondition of each othernafter their ascension
(from this life): Know thou, Verily the people of Baha who are
established 1n the"™Red Ark" will ever aésodiate, consort end har-
monize togethér ﬁnd‘aoar and travel and asoénd in company with each
other, as though they were one soul, Vérily,_they are of those who
are 1nfofmed,'who will preceive and who will have knowledge. Thus

hes.the matter been deoreed on the part of the Knowing One, the Wise
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"T'he people of Baha who dwell in the Divine Ark are all in-
formed of each other's conditiona, and they are in the soolety and
company of each other imjimately. This station depends upon the
Assurance and the deeds of those souls. Those who dwell upon the
same plene are informed of the'state, partioulars end degrees of
each other, Thése who are sltuated on a plane lower than that of
bhese‘souls are not entlrely and duly iﬁformed of the degrees and
stations of those on a higher plane, ZXach has his (particular)
portion before thy Lord. Blessed is the soul who turns unto God
end is steadfest in His Love, until his spirit soars uo unto God
the Soverign, the Powerful, thé Forgiving, the Mercifull As to
the sould of those who do not believe (in God); Bj my lifey they
will know of thelr failings, end will ory and lament bdth at the
time of death and after_thé_daparturelof thelr souls from their
bodies.

"his is very evident and clear that after their death, all
will be informed of thelr owa deeds and actioné. I swear by the
Sun of the horizon of Power that at that time such a joy‘wiil conme
upon the people of Truth which 1t is impossible to mention. Likee
wise at that time, such fe&rfandgtfcuble and anxiety'will come up-
on the peoPIe'of arrbr harderlthén'which cén not be imegined,

"Exoellent is the oon@ifian of whomsoever recelves the pure
immortal Chalioce--wine of Faith from the hand of the Possessors of
Religiaﬁs, and drinkg thereof!®, ... I
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