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• This article is a historical and textual study of the one of 
the major writings of Baha’u’llah: the Lawh-i Bishárát 
(‘Tablet of Glad-Tidings’), revealed circa 1891, and 
advances new theories as to its provenance and purpose. 
The ‘Tablet of Glad-Tidings’ is a selective compendium of 
Baha’u’llah’s laws and principles, sequentially presented in 
a series of 15 ‘Glad-Tidings’. As the Arabic term, Bishárát, 
suggests, these ‘Glad-Tidings’ were a public 
announcement of some of the essential teachings of the 
new Baha’i religion. The ‘Glad-Tidings’ is the most 
extensive of several ‘tablets’ by Baha’u’llah that present 
key teachings in a numbered structure. The Glad-Tidings 
may, in part, be regarded as serially articulated ‘world 
reforms’ intermixed with religious reforms emanating from 
Baha’u’llah in his professed role as ‘World Reformer’. The 
‘Glad-Tidings’ also functioned analogously (albeit 
anachronistically) to a press release, serving not only as a 
public proclamation but to rectify the inaccuracies and 
gross misrepresentations that had previously circulated in 
print. Intended for widespread translation and publication, 
the Glad-Tidings was sent to scholars – notably Russian 
orientalist, Baron Viktor Rosen (1849–1908) and Cambridge 
orientalist, Edward Granville Browne (1862–1926) – and 
possibly pre-revolutionary Russian statesmen as well. 
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• It was a significant talk because it was the 
first time ‘Abdu’l-Bahá had enunciated a 
series of Bahá’í principles to a public 
audience in North America. He did not just 
list principles, however; he set them in the 
context of the inadequacy of material 
civilization and the need for spiritual 
civilization. It was a point that, later, Bahá’ís 
did not always understand or emphasize 
when they explained the Faith’s teachings.  

• After the talk, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá met privately 
with leaders of thought. Five local 
newspaper articles were a product of his 
visit. – Robert H. Stockman, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá 
in America (Wilmette, IL: Bahá’í Publishing, 
2012), pp. 152–153. 
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“I will speak to you 
concerning the special 

teachings of Bahá’u’lláh.” 
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780 West End Avenue, New York
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• This same question, in fact, came up again a little over two 
weeks later. On Monday, 2 December 1912, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá 
gave a talk in New York on the “the special teachings of 
Bahá’u’lláh” in direct response to the question: “You have 
asked me what new principles have been revealed by Him” 
(‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL). In answer to this 
excellent question, ‘Abdu’l- Bahá had responded:  

• I will speak to you concerning the special teachings of 
Bahá’u’lláh. All the divine principles announced by the 
tongue of the Prophets of the past are to be found in the 
words of Bahá’u’lláh; but in addition to these He has 
revealed certain new teachings which are not found in any 
of the sacred Books of former times. I shall mention some 
of them; the others, which are many in number, may be 
found in the Books, Tablets and Epistles written by 
Bahá’u’lláh—such as the Hidden Words, the Glad Tidings, 
the Words of Paradise, Tajallíyát, Ṭarázát and others. 
Likewise, in the Kitáb-i-Aqdas there are new teachings 
which cannot be found in any of the past Books or Epistles 
of the Prophets. ...  

• – Excerpt from Baha’i Faith: The Basics (p. 45). 



1.		Search	for	Truth



First among the great principles revealed by Him [Bahá’u’lláh] is that of the investigation of reality. 
The meaning is that every individual member of humankind is exhorted and commanded to set 
aside superstitious beliefs, traditions and blind imitation of ancestral forms in religion and 
investigate reality for himself. Inasmuch as the fundamental reality is one, all religions and 
nations of the world will become one through investigation of reality. The announcement of this 
principle is not found in any of the sacred Books of the past. (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) 
(italics added). – Excerpt from Baha’i Faith: The Basics (p. 49).
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1.  SEARCH FOR TRUTH



2.		See	Humankind	as	One



A second characteristic principle of the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh is that which commands 
recognition of the oneness of the world of humanity. Addressing all mankind, He says, “Ye are all 
the leaves of one tree.” There are no differences or distinctions of race among you in the sight of 
God. … No other scriptures contain such breadth and universality of statement; no other teachings 
proclaim this unequivocal principle of the solidarity of humanity. (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, 
BRL) (italics added). – Excerpt from Baha’i Faith: The Basics (p. 51).
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2.  SEE HUMANKIND AS ONE



3.		See	Religion	as	One



Bahá’u’lláh has announced that the foundation of all the religions of God is one, that oneness is 
truth and truth is oneness which does not admit of plurality. This teaching is new and specialized 
to this Manifestation [Bahá’u’lláh]. (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics added). – Excerpt 
from Baha’i Faith: The Basics (p. 53).
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3.  SEE RELIGION AS ONE



4.		Religions	Should	Unify



Another fundamental announcement made by Bahá’u’lláh is that religion must be the source of 
unity and fellowship in the world. If it is productive of enmity, hatred and bigotry, the absence of 
religion would be preferable. This is a new principle of revelation found only in the utterances of 
Bahá’u’lláh. …  

He [Bahá’u’lláh] sets forth a new principle for this day in the announcement that religion must be 
the cause of unity, harmony and agreement among mankind. If it is the cause of discord and 
hostility, if it leads to separation and creates conflict, the absence of religion would be preferable 
in the world. (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics added). – Excerpt from Baha’i Faith: The 
Basics (p. 54).
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4.  RELIGIONS SHOULD UNIFY



5.		Religion	Respects	Science



Furthermore, He [Bahá’u’lláh] proclaims that religion must be in harmony with science and 
reason. If it does not conform to science and reconcile with reason, it is superstition. Down to the 
present day it has been customary for man to accept a religious teaching, even though it was not 
in accord with human reason and judgment. The harmony of religious belief with reason is a new 
vista which Bahá’u’lláh has opened for the soul of man. (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics 
added). – Excerpt from Baha’i Faith: The Basics (p. 56).
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5.  RELIGION RESPECTS SCIENCE



6.		Women	and	Men	Are	Equal



Spiritually, women and men are equal, but, not socially—yet. “Another [new] teaching,” ‘Abdu’l-
Bahá announced at the Thompson event, “is that there shall be perfect equality between men and 
women” (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics added). This is both a mandate and prophecy. 
For ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, this issue had great social importance, and is a distinctive feature of the Bahá’í 
social agenda. Bahá’u’lláh “establishes the equality of man and woman,” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá declared at 
the Kinney event, hastening to add: “This is peculiar to the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh, for all other 
religions have placed man above woman” (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics added). – 
Excerpt from Baha’i Faith: The Basics (p. 57).
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7.		Abolish	Every	Prejudice



Again, Bahá’u’lláh declares that all forms of prejudice among mankind must be abandoned and 
that until existing prejudices are entirely removed, the world of humanity will not and cannot 
attain peace, prosperity and composure. This principle cannot be found in any other sacred 
volume than the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh. …  

A new religious principle is that prejudice and fanaticism—whether sectarian, denominational, 
patriotic or political—are destructive to the foundation of human solidarity; therefore, man should 
release himself from such bonds in order that the oneness of the world of humanity may become 
manifest. (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics added). – Excerpt from Baha’i Faith: The Basics 
(p. 59).
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7.  ABOLISH EVERY PREJUDICE



8.		Promote	World	Peace	



Universal peace is assured by Bahá’u’lláh as a fundamental accomplishment of the religion of 
God—that peace shall prevail among nations, governments and peoples, among religions, races 
and all conditions of mankind. This is one of the special characteristics of the Word of God 
revealed in this Manifestation. 

(‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics added). – Excerpt from Baha’i Faith: The Basics (p. 60).
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9.		Provide	Education	for	All



“He has also proclaimed the principle that all mankind shall be educated and that no illiteracy be 
allowed to remain,” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá declared by adding: “This practical remedy for the need of the 
world cannot be found in the text of any other sacred Books” (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) 
(italics added). …  

“Bahá’u’lláh declares that all mankind should attain knowledge and acquire an education,” 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá declares, adding: “This is a necessary principle of religious belief and observance, 
characteristically new in this dispensation” (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics added). – 
Excerpt from Baha’i Faith: The Basics (p. 61).
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10.		Economic	Problems	Require	
Spiritual	Solutions



In brief, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, at the Kinney meeting in New York, introduced the idea that Bahá’u’lláh’s 
teachings offer spiritual solutions to economic problems as follows, “He [Bahá’u’lláh] has set forth 
the solution and provided the remedy for the economic question. No religious Books of the past 
Prophets speak of this important human problem” (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics 
added). …  

To their credit, the Bahá’í writings set forth various economic teachings, although not 
systematically developed (a task for economists). Bahá’í teachings do so largely by anchoring 
economic values in human values. – Excerpt from Baha’i Faith: The Basics (pp. 62–63).
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11.		The	Universal	House	of	
Justice	is	Unique



This “principle” is actually an institutional principal, i.e. the Universal House of Justice, which is a unique 
religious institution. Ordained by Bahá’u’lláh in his Most Holy Book, the Kitáb-i-Aqdas (1873), the 
Universal House of Justice was established in 1963. This august institution is the democratically elected 
council that oversees the affairs of the global Bahá’í community today and has no real precedent or parallel 
in prior religious history. Bahá’u’lláh “has ordained and established the House of Justice. … A universal, 
or international, House of Justice shall also be organized,” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá proclaimed at the Kinney event. 
“Its rulings shall be in accordance with the commands and teachings of Bahá’u’lláh, and that which the 
Universal House of Justice ordains shall be obeyed by all mankind,” that this “international House of 
Justice shall be appointed and organized from the Houses of Justice of the whole world” (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, 
Promulgation, BRL).  – Excerpt from Baha’i Faith: The Basics (p. 63).
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11.  THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE IS UNIQUE



12.		The	Special	Bahá’í	
“Covenant”	Protects	Bahá’í	Unity



… Bahá’u’lláh designated ‘Abdu’l-Bahá as successor, interpreter, and exemplar of Bahá’u’lláh 
himself and his teachings. As such, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá is referred to as the “Center of the Covenant.” At 
the Kinney meeting, ‘Abdul-Bahá briefly introduced this key Bahá’í institution. “As to the most 
great characteristic of the revelation of Bahá’u’lláh, a specific teaching not given by any of the 
Prophets of the past: It is the ordination and appointment of the Center of the Covenant,” ‘Abdu’l-
Bahá declared, adding, “By this appointment and provision He has safeguarded and protected 
the religion of God against differences and schisms, making it impossible for anyone to create a 
new sect or faction of belief” (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics added). – Excerpt from 
Baha’i Faith: The Basics (p. 64).
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• This study concerns the publication of a document that 
may well be unique in the history of religions: the written 
designation of a successor by the charismatic founder of 
a world religion. Mīrzā Ḥusayn-‘Alī (1817–1892), known 
as Bahā’-Allāh (more commonly, Baha’u’llah, ‘Splendor 
of God’), prophet–founder of the Bahā’ī Faith. In the 
Kitāb-i ‘Ahdī (‘Book of My Covenant’), Baha’u’llah 
designated his eldest son, ‘Abbās Effendī, known as 
‘Abdu’l-Bahā (1844–1921), as successor. Baha’u’llah died 
on 29 May 1892 (at 3:00 a.m.) in Bahjī (near ‘Akkā), 
Palestine (now modern-day Israel), and the Kitāb-i ‘Ahdī 
was read aloud nine days later. In 1893, Russian 
orientalist, Aleksandr Grigor’evich Tumanski (1861–1920) 
published this document, in the original Persian, with 
Russian translation, together with a eulogy composed by 
the celebrated Bahā’ī poet, Mīrzā ‘Alī-Ashraf-i Lāhījānī, 
known by his sobriquet, ‘Andalīb (‘Nightingale’; d. 1920). 
Since ‘Andalīb was an eyewitness to the events he 
describes, his eulogy may be treated as a historical 
source. Tumanski’s scholarly publication of the Kitāb-i 
‘Ahdī is discussed in the context of Russian scholarly and 
diplomatic interests.



13.		Adopt	a	Universal	Auxiliary	
Language



Another new religious teaching of Bahá’u’lláh, which ‘Abdu’l-Bahá often spoke about, is the adoption 
of a universal auxiliary language: “Bahá’u’lláh has announced the necessity for a universal language 
which shall serve as a means of international communication and thus remove misunderstandings 
and difficulties,” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá declared at the Thompson meeting. “This [new] teaching is set forth in 
the Kitáb-i-Aqdas (Most Holy Book) published fifty years ago” (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics 
added). This is why: “And among the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh is the origination of one language that 
may be spread universally among the people,” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá stated in the “Tablet to the Hague,” 
further explaining: “This teaching was revealed from the pen of Bahá’u’lláh in order that this 
universal language may eliminate misunderstandings from among mankind” (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, 
Selections, BRL).  – Excerpt from Baha’i Faith: The Basics (pp. 64–65).
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14.		Work	is	Worship



The following principle was also presented by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in the context of the “new” teachings 
given by Bahá’u’lláh. At the Kinney event, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá emphasized that Bahá’u’lláh “teaches that 
it is incumbent upon all mankind to become fitted for some useful trade, craft, or profession by 
which subsistence may be assured, and this efficiency is to be considered as an act of worship” 
(‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL). “If a man engageth with all his power in the acquisition of a 
science or in the perfection of an art, it is as if he has been worshipping God in churches and 
temples,” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, elsewhere states, adding, “In this universal dispensation man’s wondrous 
craftsmanship is reckoned as worship of the Resplendent Beauty” (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Selections, BRL). 
– Excerpt from Baha’i Faith: The Basics (p. 65).
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15.		The	Bahá’í	Faith	Offers	Other	
“New	Principles”



At the end of his discourse at the Kinney event on 2 December 1912, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá concluded, 
“The teachings of Bahá’u’lláh are boundless and illimitable. You have asked me what new 
principles have been revealed by Him. I have mentioned a few only. There are many others, but 
time does not permit their mention tonight” (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation, BRL) (italics added).  

As corroboration of this reported statement, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, in a Tablet, likens Bahá’u’lláh’s “new 
principles” to a “new garment” for the new age: “Out of this pitch blackness there dawned the 
morning splendour of the Teachings of Bahá’u’lláh. He hath dressed the world with a garment 
new and fair, and that new garment is the principles which have come down from God.” (‘Abdu’l-
Bahá, Selections, BRL) (italics added). – Excerpt from Baha’i Faith: The Basics (pp. 65–66).
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• As one indication of the breadth and depth of 
Bahá’í principles, the present writer has researched, 
for well over two decades, the Bahá’í paradigm of 
unity. Based on an extensive and intensive study of 
the original Bahá’í writings in Persian and Arabic (to 
the best of his ability), and on Bahá’í texts available 
in English as well, this author has identified “Fifty 
Bahá’í Principles of Unity,” which were identified 
and selected using a particular method:  

• As a preliminary investigation into the Bahá’í illness/
cure soteriology, with its paradigm of unity, the 
methodology pursued in the present study is simply 
to inventory those Bahá’í principles that are directly 
presented as “unity of” or “oneness of” 
formulations, as indicated by selected genitive 
constructions, or “of-constructions” … .  (Buck 
2015b, 10)  

•  – Excerpt from Baha’i Faith: The Basics (p. 68). 
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• For more, see: “Fifty Bahá’í Principles of 
Unity: A Paradigm of Social Salvation.” 
Baha’i Studies Review 18 (cover date, 
2012; publication date, 2015): 3–44. 
(Published June 23, 2015.) (Edited by 
Steve Cooney.) https://bahai-library.com/
buck_unity_social_salvation  

• (Presented at Princeton University, 
February 21, 2014.) Video of 
presentation: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=38_ElzcX6Wo. Thanks to Emily 
Goshey, PhD (for setting up this event 
with Princeton), and to Tahi Hicks and 
Sahand Keshavarz Rahbar (for posting 
the video of the presentation).

https://bahai-library.com/buck_unity_social_salvation
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=38_ElzcX6Wo
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• These dynamic “names of God” each highlight a 
distinctive quality of sterling character and human 
nobility, in a process of transformation that could be 
called “theophoric metamorphosis” (Buck and 
Melton, “Bahá’í Calendar and Rhythms of Worship,” 
2011). Literally, the term “theophoric,” as its Greek 
root indicates, means “God- bearing.” Here, the 
names of God may be conceived as qualities or, 
better still, as powers of God that individuals can 
potentially develop. In the Báb’s Kitáb al-
Asmá’ (Book of [Divine] Names), which exceeds 
3,000 pages and is said to be “the largest revealed 
book in sacred history” (Saiedi 2008, 36), the Báb 
treats human beings as reflections of divine names 
and attributes. To the extent that a person is a 
“bearer” of one of the “names” (i.e. qualities or 
powers) of God, that individual is empowered to 
express that quality in human action.  

• – Excerpt from Baha’i Faith: The Basics (p. 9). 
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• So how does all this relate to Baha’i theosis, or the 
Baha’i process of self-transformation through 
spiritualization, thereby becoming more “godlike,” or 
godly? As Abdu’l-Baha has said, “man is intended to 
become the recipient of the effulgences of divine 
attributes,” and God is the source of every “Name of 
God” or “attribute of God,” as the following schematic 
may well illustrate: 

• Source: God as the Supreme Questioner 

• Attribute: Questions 

• Recipient: Man as a questioner 

• Action: Questioning in the search after truth 

• Transformation: Increased capacity to question 

• Virtue: Greater grasp of the question – the truth of the 
matter. 

• https://bahaiteachings.org/bahai-theosis-exemplifying-
godly-attributes-acquiring-virtues/

https://bahaiteachings.org/bahai-theosis-exemplifying-godly-attributes-acquiring-virtues/
https://bahaiteachings.org/bahai-theosis-exemplifying-godly-attributes-acquiring-virtues/


Questions?


