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Pegamw/dah ~ The peacem aKey




Using proofs of Prophethood from the Baha'i

Writings this 1s the first in a series of papers on the
Many Messengers of God from indigenous cultures.




Abstvact Svom the Tablet fo Amiv Khan of
Tihvan vevealed é% Abdy'- Baha

“In ancient times the people of America (ahl-i Amrik)
were, through their northern regions, close to Asia, that is,
separated from Asia by a strait. For this reason, it hath
been said that crossing had occurred. There are other
signs which indicate communication.”

“Undoubtedly in those regions the Call of God must have
been raised in ancient times, but it hath been forgotten

)

now.




(T One of the purposes of this paper is a teaching
tool toward the goal of the Five Year Plan.

In a letter to a National Spiritual Assembly
Ruhiyyih Khanum states: “We Baha’is do
nothing but miss buses...Are we going to miss
the Indian bus for the whole period of the

Baha'i Dispensation?”
p




/T The second purpose is to create an awareness and
- recognition of our Native Messengers.

If the Baha't Faith were to find a way to
acknowledge Native Messengers of God 1t would
be a much needed step toward healing. The history
of religious persecution of Native Americans has
created a wound far deeper than most imagine.




Ruhiyyih Khanum said in another letter: “The arrow
1S far deeper 1n the hearts than we dream and we

Baha'is should draw this arrow, in the name of
Baha'u'llah...”




£ And finally to encourage my people, and all
- Indigenous people, to write about their
Messengers using our sacred Baha'i Writings as

B Y “Unto the cities of all nations

He hath sent His Messengers.”




Pegamw/da ~ the Feacemakev




Deganawidah - the Peacemaker was a Messenger of
God sent to the Nations of the Mohawk, Oneida,
Onondaga, Cayuga, Seneca, and Tuscarora who are
located on the Northeastern Sea Board of the United
States and Canada.

These Tribes are also

known as the Six Nations
or the Haudenosaunee




When we referring to Deganawidah most Native people use
the title of Peacemaker. Speaking his name 1s considered an

Invocation or prayer.




We know very little about the Peacemaker’s early life. We
are not even sure which Tribe he was born into. Although,

most agree that He was born to a virgin.




In 1142 A.D. the Peacemaker first gave His Message
about the unity of Nations.

He said: “I carry the Mind of the
Master of Life, and my message will
bring an end to the wars between east

and west. The word that I bring 1s that
all peoples shall love one another and
live together in peace.”




The Peacemakev and Frooks of
) Vophev%ood




’me% /W/'mg a WSS&%...

The Peacemaker documented His Message in a series of
wampum belts. These wampum belts are made of shell
beads and woven into intricate patterns. They “read”
exactly like a book. It can take as long as four eight hour
days to read these belts.




The first written versions of the Peacemaker’s Message
appeared 1n the late 1800s. These transcripts were
recorded from different Tribal elders, by different people,
at different times. Yet the transcripts are almost identical
giving us proof that oral history can be incredably
accurate.




Prophets appeay when soclety is ot Hs
/owgsv‘ ms\fﬁ/ and spivitval Zza%e...

At the time of the Peacemaker’s
appearance, our people were at war
with each other, tribe against tribe,
clan against clan and family against
family. We brutalized each other and
killing had become common.




174@% Tound a New Civilization...

The Message the Peacemaker brought created a new
civilization by bringing together the Nations through
social, spiritual and moral changes.




Theve is an inmediate tvanstovmation of
§oc/e%%..

From Wampum belt transcriptions we are told the
Peacemaker said:

“... kindred people will stop massacring... it will stop now;
from now on 1t will come about that everyone will be
related, members of all of the different nations.”




Theve /s a Cordinvance o the
Tvanslovmation..

Almost a thousand years later the Message of the
Peacemaker continues to guide the Haudenosaunee and
has also influenced people around the world.




The Peacemaker’s Great Law of Peace 1s documented as
being the basis for the Constitution of The United States.




When the suffragettes of New York who lived in close
proximity to the Six Nations people witnessed the equality
our women experienced, they were inspired and
encouraged.
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Theve ave stav and sky. sigis..

A solar eclipse happened on August
31, 1142, as the Peacemaker gave
His Message to the Seneca Nation.
This solar eclipse 1s historically
documented.




%% fell of a Futuve /V(zssemgev...

This 1s a quotation from a Wampum belt
transcription:

“...they will be momentarily blinded by a
light that 1s many times brighter than the
sun. The light will be coming from the east

to the west over the water....”

The Peacemaker said He would be that
light and when He returns, the people
would become a greater nation than ever
before.




Theve /s a prophec% of the futuve...

When the Peacemaker was leaving the people, he said we
would face a time of great suffering, that we would distrust

our leaders and forget the principles of the Great Law of
Peace.




o the F Vophe'fs
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The Tvee as a Sacved %mqbo/...

Abdu’l-Baha said:

“From the seed of reality religion has grown
into a tree...this means the nations and
peoples...will be brought into unity...”

The Peacemaker’s Message 1s symbolized by
the “Great Tree of Peace”.




The Presemnce of a Promimendt Womamn...

\»é Tahirih was one of the original eighteen
“Letters of the Living”.
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Tsikonsase was the first woman
to accept the Peacemaker’s
Message. She 1s known as the
“Mother of all Nations™.




The equa/ff% of women and men..

From the Message of the
Peacemaker it 1s said that all men
stand as towering trees of the same
height, women are also of the same
height to one another and to the
men.




Similavities between

The Univevsal House of Justice
and

The Havdenosavmee Gvand Counceil




The Haudenosaunee Grand Council 1s a comprised of
the Chiefs from all the Nations. It 1s said to be the

world’s oldest democracy.




Tunction and F Uvpose:

The Universal House of Justice guides the
activities of the global Baha'i community.

The Grand Council makes decisions for the people
concerning issues both domestic and international.




Elections:

Baha'i elections have no candidacies, nominations,
partisanship, campaigning, or electioneering.

The members of the Grand Council are selected by
women leaders called Clan Mothers. The men do
not "campaign" within the community for such
positions




Qualtties of the membevs:

"...those who can best combine the necessary
qualities of unquestioned loyalty, of selfless
devotion, of a well-trained mind, of recognized
ability and mature experience.”

T - Members of the Grand Council are chosen because
| they possess honorable qualities and are concerned
with the well-being of the people.




Pes/'gu\aﬁoms :

The Universal House of Justice 1s comprised of
% nine men whom Baha'u'llah designated as “Men of
Justice”
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i ~ The Grand Council members are called Hoyaneh
B meaning “Caretakers of the Peace”




Similavities betweein
the Gveat (aw of Feace
and

the Bahia'i Administvative Ovidey




The Great Law of Peace 1s comprised of the
fundamental laws and principles of the

Haudenosaunee




and material well being of the people. Its primary goal 1s
to provide a just system which creates balance between
the individual and collective rights and responsibilities.

i;g The Administrative Order’s main concern 1s the spiritual

. The Great Law of Peace contains the principle of reason
gl to assure righteousness, justice and health it is not based
SR on force of arms or rule of law, but on spiritual concepts

applied to human society.




Justice

“The purpose of justice 1s the appearance of unity
among men.”

e~ The Peacemaker’s Great Law of Peace created a
@ social order of unity by eliminating the causes of
conflict through the establishment of universal
justice.




(&f%n‘eo USheESS

“The purpose underlying the revelation of every
heavenly Book...1s to endue all men with
righteousness and understanding...”

One of the principles of the Great Law of Peace 1s
righteousness. This righteousness provides an
atmosphere of liberty and justice.




Ecomomycs

““... there will be a readjustment in the economic
conditions of mankind so that in the future there
will not be the abnormally rich nor the abject poor.”

% The Haudenosaunee had no concept of modern
A “economics where one is rich and another is poor.
’ , | The social order required that every individual live
in service to the other using spiritual means as a
guideline.







“The Universal House of Justice 1s deeply concerned about
the welfare of Indian people of America and yearns to see
them take their rightful place as a significant element in the
spiritualization of humanity, the construction of a unified

world, and the establishment of a global civilization.”

Universal House of Justice - cited in a letter to the Continental Board of Counsellors in
the Americas, 20 June 2002




#a few Tmpovtandt aspects..

In keeping with the purposes of this paper as a teaching
tool, I’d like to mention a few aspects that are historically
important. I’ve placed them in a time frame in relation to
Abdu'l’Baha’s visit to the United States.

b 41




13 yeavs befove Abdul-Baha’s Jistt-.

General Philip Sheridan’s 1869 remark to Comanche Chief
Silver Knife - ““The only good Indian 1s a dead Indian” -

became a popular slogan across the United States until the
mid 1950’s.




30 yeays befove Abdv'| Baha's vistt...

By 1885 Christian Boarding Schools endorsed and funded by
the U.S. government, became the standard of attempts to
“civilize” and “christianize” Native children. Children as
young as four years old were abducted from their homes and
placed in these schools. The founder of the Carlisle Indian
School originated the popular Boarding School motto “kill the

Carlisle
Indian
School

students

1885




H yeays befove Abdy / Gaha's vrst-..

This a the mass burial of
several hundred men,

women and children
killed by U.S.

B"m! h\-Dud ~

Government troops while LheEanle Yy,

ndd ‘f
on their way to a religious | """“W"l"nmuc,
ceremony. The Indians g s e oy e

were unarmed.
Government Reports state §

of those executed 18 were “‘1
babies.

Morgan [LaBeau, a 3rd generation Lakota Baha'i, 1s a direct
descendent of one of the survivors.




|7~ yeays “obtev Abdy'| Baha's vist-..

Native Americans are granted the right
to citizenship on June 2, 1924 . Prior
to this we had no rights and were held
as prisoners of war and wards of the
government.

Nipo Strongheart, a Yakima Baha'i, 1s said
to have written the bill that brought this
nto eftect.




(ol yeavs otey Abdv'| Bahia's vistt-..

In 1978, Native Americans were granted the legal right to
practice our religion. Prior to this, we were imprisoned and
killed for praying.




I’d like to summarize this presentation with the
following:




Letter Gvom Ov. Lohe

“If you can bring off the category idea at the least, and
Deganawidah as indigenous Prophet at the most it will be a
great coup and a great service. A Bahd'i Indian woman, with
tearful eyes, said that the Bahd'i’s gave her no respect as an
Indian — a sorry thing. Your mission = to bring respect for
spirituality of the original Americans and perhaps much

more — pride in the Founders of their spiritual systems.”




Abstvact Fvom a Tablet fo Amiv Khan of
Tihvan vevealed é% Abdy'- Baha

“In ancient times the people of America (ahl-i Amrik)
were, through their northern regions, close to Asia, that is,
separated from Asia by a strait. For this reason, it hath
been said that crossing had occurred. There are other
signs which indicate communication.”

“Undoubtedly in those regions the Call of God must have
been raised in ancient times, but it hath been forgotten

)

now.
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