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The Reign of Terror at Tabriz. 
A NARRATIVE OF EVENTS. 

THE purpose of this publication is to call attention to certain 

terrible events which took place in December, 1911, and early in 

the present year, in Tabriz, the chief commercial city of Persia ; 
firstly, because these show as nothing else can show the means 

which are being employed in order to crush the spirit of Pen,ian 

nationality and to reduce one of the most ancient and gifted peoples 

of the world to a condition of servitude to the power of H ussia ; 

and, secondly, because the responsibilityof this country, which lw,8 
claimed, along with Russia., the exclusive right to political inftrn.:•nue 

in Persia, ·is clearly involved. 

Tabriz is a city of over a quarter of a million inhabitants in the 

extreme north-west of Persia, about 80 miles south of the Rm~sian 

frontier, in the fertile province of Azarbayjan, and, owing to its 
c0mparative wealth and commercial activity, and the hardy and 

courageous character of its inhabitants, it became the centre· and 

chief support of the Nationalist movement of revolt against the 
tyranny of the feeble and corrupt government of Muhammad Ali 

the ex-Shah. This liberating movement, of the utmost promi:-;e 
for the future of Persia, first took effect in the time of the_ ex

Shah's father, who shortly before his death in ,January, H)07: had 

accepted ~nd sworn fidelity to the New Constitution. ,vithin a year 
and a half of his accession :Muhammad Ali attempted, by the aid of 

his Persian Cossacks and their Russian offic-ers, that is, practically a 

Ru~sian force, violently to suppress the Constitution, to de:-;troy 

the Majlis, or Parliament, and to restore the previous absolute 

power of the Shah. In Teheran he was for a time successful, but 

Tabriz resisted and stood a si~ge of nine months, from .July, 1 H08, 
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to .\pril, rnon. By the latter date it was reduced to the verge of 
starvation and its fall appeared imminent. It would have sur
rendered, no doubt, to the Shah, when Russi~, seizing the oppor

tunity, and with the full concurrence of our o"-n Foreign Office, inter
vened. This was done nominally for the protection of the Consulates 
and the lives of- Europeans, and assurances were given that the 
occupation by Russian troops should be onl.,T temporary. The 
troops have, however, never been "-ithdrawn. They remained 

permanently encamped just outside_ the city until in December of 
last year, their actual entry into Tabriz, "-ith the object of finally 
suppressing the Nationalist Party within it, gave rise to the resistance 

of which the sequel was so terrible. 
The long resistance of Tabriz in lnOS-H had enabled the popular 

movement to gather force in other parts of Persia, and after the 
rt·lief of Tabriz it displayed itself with unexpected vigour. It had 
never entered into the calculations of Russia that the Nationalist 
forces would be able to overcome the resistance of the Shah's Cossack 
brigade and to make themselves masters of Teheran. This, however, 

is what happened, and in ,July, rnon, the Shah was deposed, and 
the Persians succeeded in restoring the Constitution under the young 
son of the deposed Shah, with Na.sir-ul-1\Iulk, a statesman of English 
education (he was at Balliol with Sir Edward Grey) as Regent. 
The possibility of any real national recovery and development by 

Persia under the new order has often been derided, hut at least she 
might have been permitted to try. She was not permitted. By 
arrangement with Russia and Great Britain the Shah was exiled 
and pensioned, with an express undertaking that he should not be 
permitted to return, and that if he attempted to do so his pension 
should cease. He was permitted to return with the direct and 
almost open connivance of Russia; in whose territory he had taken 
refuge, and after his attempted invasion in ,Tuly, 1911, had failed, 
the Persian Government was actually compelled to pension him 
again, and again he is now plotting for a restoration. 

The ex-Shah left Persia for the second time in October, HHl, 
and his departure coincided with an -attack far more deadly on the 
independence of Persia. The Persian Government possessing no 
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qualified financial expert of its own, had wisely called in the assist
ance of a c~pable American administrator, and further, as revenue 
could only be collected efficiently from great, as well as small, by 
the aid of an efficient force, they had sele~ted another capable 
European to take charge of this force. Mr. Shuster was appointed 
in the Spring of UH I, on the recommendation of the President of 
the United States, to take charge of the Persian treasury, and 
Captain Stokes, of the Indian Army, a most competent and energetic 
officer, was appointed in ,July, on the expiry of his term of officP 
as military attach(~ to the British Legation at Teheran, to take 
command of the treasury gendarmerie. To this appointment the 
British. Government at first took no objection. Both would almost 
certainly have succeeded in their tasks and restored the power and 
authority of the Persian Government at the vital points of finance 

and public order, but effective steps were taken by Russia speedily 
to get rid of them. 

It was at this point _that a further Russian advance was decided 
upon. Shuja-ud-Dow]eh, or to give him his full name, of which 
this is only the title of honour, S~mad Khan Shuja-ud-Dowleh, 
one of the ex-Shah's generals and active partisans, and chief of the 
Sh~hsevan tribe, ·had since Auguc;;t, IUII, been seeking to gain com
mand of Tabriz, outsi<lc which the Russian force professed to main
tain a sort of neutral attitude, but without success, being held in 

check by the same local fl.dais, or volunteers, who had so gallantly 
defended the city previously against the ex-Shah. The Russians 
determined to disarm the fl.dais, and for this purpose sent 700 men 
from Ardcbil to assist in the occupation of Tabriz. They succeeded 
in their task, but only after provoking by gross mismanagement 

a certain measure of resistance which supplied the excuse for 
the terrible and indiscriminate severities whiGh foll°'ved, and 
which were directed not only against the fidais, but against the 
leaders of '-,he Constitutional Party and men of the highest position 
and character in the city. 

Immediately after the defeat of the Nationalists, the Russians, 
being now in full control of the town, admitted Shuja-ud-Dowleh, 
who had so long been besieging it, and ,vith their sanction 
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he assumed the Governorship. Of this appointment Mr. Shipley, 
the British Consul in Tabriz, repor~ed with approval. Shuja 
entered Tabriz on January 2nd. On the previous day the Russians 

had begun the series of executions by which they removed most of 
the leaders of the Tabriz Natio~alists; they had hung eight of 
them, including the Sikat-ul-Islam, the chief ecclesiastic of Azar
baijan (see photographs). These exec~tions continued·, and at 
the sa,me time Shuja-nd-Dowleh and his follo,\iers were perpetrating 

horrible atrocities on the bodies of unfortunate Nationalists who fell 
int<;> their power. These atrocities were, of course, known to the 
Russians. The body of one man (see photograph) was cut in half 

and the hakes hung in the bazaar. At this time the Russians had 
from four to tive thousand soldiers. in the town. They could at 

once have checked, punished, or suppressed Shuja-ud-Dowleh. 
They did none of these things. Certainly they did not stop him, 
punish him, or remove him from his office. So far as is known, they 
offered no remonstrance whate,Ter to his action. Nor, it must be 

added, does there appear in the dispatches of the British Consul at 

Tabriz, as published by the Bri~ish Foreign Office, any description of, 
or reference to, the atrocities committed byShuja-ud-Dowleh and his 

partisans, which would either have enabled the British Govern
ment, in view of its responsibility, to have remonstrated with Russia, 
or shown the British public the terrible character of the events 

which had happened at Tabriz. This question of the reports from 
Tabriz, so important in view of British obligations towards Persia, 
has still to be elucidated. 

By the beginning of February information as to the reign of 
terror at Tabriz began to reach this country. Refugees from Tabriz 

had arrived at Constantinople, and one of them receiYed many 
details which he sent to Prof. R G. Browne, of Cambridge. who. 
em bodied them in a letter printed in the 1.l'I anchester Guardian of 
February Uth. "'riting on .Feb. 7th, immediately after receiving a 
letter •• from a well-known and trustworthy citizen of .Tabriz, 
now at Constantinople, .. Prof. Browne said :-

.. In an earlier letter written on January 6th this correspondent ga,·e 
somf\ particulars concerni11g the earlier dctims _of Russian martial law at 
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Tabriz, viz., the great Pcclesiastic Sikat-ul-Islam; another notable ecclesiastic, 
Shaykh 8alim. an eloquent and strenuous supporter of the Constitutjon 
during the last six years, and Sadik-ul-1\lulk, a young officer trained at the 
l\lilitary School of Constantinople, who had held responsible position~ on 
the Turco-Persian Boundary Commission and in • the administration of 
Kirman. These three were amongst the victims hanged by the Russians on 
the ,4.shurci, or 10th of .'\luharram (December 31st), the most sacred annin•r
sary of the Persians. 

"Of Inter ,·ictims were several of the staff of the 'Shafak' ('Dawn'), 
0110 of the chief newspapers of Azarl:aijan. Another sufferer was 1-lajji Ali 
Dawa-furush, who had rendered conspicuous sen·ices to the Constit,ntion and 
had taken a leading and valiant part in tho defence of Tabriz. in which lw 
was. severely wounded. He was nlso one of the founders of the :\ladrasa-i
Sa'adat at Tabri:r., a college numl,erin~ .:;oo students. His wite diPd some
time ago, leaving him t\rn little l'hildr1•11, a hoy and a girl, al,ont eight years 
of age. After his execution the H11ssi~111s hie\\· np his house with clynamit,·. 

"In the snhurb of Hukmahacl, which is chiefly inhahitPd hy agricnltural 
labourers, the Russians killed 7:i persons, whose bodies they afterwanls 
gibbeted 

"The later news is contained in a long letter ,nitten on February· 1st 
from Constantinople, of which I here translate that portion which refers 
to the events at Tahriz: -

"'As for the cruelties which the Russians and Samad Khan (acting at 
their instigation and under their protection) have perpetrated in Tabri?., my 
pen is unable to describe them. :\Hrna ,'\lahnrnd of Salmas, one of the Ulu111f/ 
and one of those elected in the elections of the first degree to membership of 
the :\lejliss, was put to death in the hous~ of Samad Khan with all sorts 
of torments- While he was still ali,·e thP)' plucked out his eyes nnd cut out 
his tongue (for he was an orator), aftpr which they slew him. Samad K hm1 
offored to let him go on payment of 400 tomans, but this sum he 1witl1Pr 
possessed nor con Id obtain. In like manuer, Samad Khan is arre~ting ma n_y 
others and demanding for their release s·ums ranging from 100 to 2,000 or 
3,000 tomuns, in default of payment of which he kills them. He lwht-aded 
N"a'ib Yusuf of Hukmabad, and afterwards cut his body in two halnis lik<' 
a sheep, and suspended them on either side of the bazaar. To how 
many houses in which were women and children did they set fire a11d l111rn 
them do"·n, and how many quarters h,we they made level with the gromul.' '' 

The names of eighteen or nineteen of the victims were already 
known in Constantinople. Then came further details:-

"..-\ telegram received in Constantinople on January 27th a1111ou1H,cd 
the execution of eighteen more men. Nearly all those whose names an• 
given were either members of the ' 11/um(i ', or· so-<!alled 'clergy,' likP tl11• 
Rikat-ul-Islam, Shaykh Salim, who had been lieaten almost to dPath 
before he was lu:aged, and Ziya-ul-'Ulama or acth-e 
National Volunteers, or members of the local a11j11m11n or Prm·i111·ial 
Council. Amongst the victims were two young lads named Hasan 
and Kadir, aged 18 and 12 respectively, whose only fault was that their 
two elder brothers, who were National Volunteers, had succeedecl in escaping 
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across tlie Turkish frontiE:'r, where they are still ,Yandering, huugry all(l 
st:nYed with cold. The youngest of these hoys eried with his last hreath, 
• J,ong liYe Persia l Long li,·e the Constitution!' and then adjusted the 
ropo round his neck aud hade the executioner do his Yrork. The victims ,wre 
brought in batches to tho gallows. and hanged one hy one in the lHf'Sf'nce of 
their comradPs in misfo'rtmw."-(Prof. Browne, in the Jlancltrst<'I' G11anlian 

of Febrnarr 13th.) 

The news of the atrocities, which thus came to England by 
way of a refugee's letter from Corlstantinople,was confirmC'd, imddenly 
and completely, in ~.\ugust. First there ca.me into Prof. llrmrne·s 

hands at the beginning of the month eleven of the photographs 
here reproduced, each bearing particulars identifying the Perf-ians 
executed or mutilated. Tmvards th_e end of August Mr. G.D. Turner, 
who had visited Tabriz earlier in the month, returned to England 
bringing with him copies of the photographs already in . the 

• hands of Prof. Browne, and some others besides. Mr. Turner 
was until June of this year honorary secretary of the National Coun
cil for European and Eurasian Education, and has now returned to 
India to take up again his post as honorary secretary for the Punjab 
of the Indian Y.M.C.A. How he came to go to Tabriz, ·what he 
learnt there of the terrible events of January and December last, 
how he came to obtain the photographs which furnish such striking 
proof of the charges made against the Russians and their in
struments may best be judged from the article which appeared 
in the ~Manchester G1.w.rdian of September 3rd. It is-as follows:-

I went to Tahrir- iu this way. In the hope. of one dny ,·isiting Persia 
l had studied Persian in T,ahore with a natiye. from Ardehil whom mis
fortune had driven from his C'onntry. It was therefore with pleasure that I 
receiYed the suggestion from the National :,.;pcretary of the Indi"an Y.l\l.C.A., 
who had heen iustrncted to attend a missionary confNence in Hama~lan in 
,July of this year, that I should meet him there and accompany him by way 
of Bagdad to India. He wrote later to say that he would be unable to go, 
and asked me to take his place as the n'J>reS<'ntative of the Intprnationnl 
Y.)I.C.A. Committee. l left London on July 1st, and tr:n·elled via ::\Ioscow 
to Bnkn and Teheran. From there ] went to Hnmad:rn, and found it impossi
ble on account of the disturhed state of the roads west of that town to go 
further. It was doubtful whether I could reach the Persiai1 gulf ,·ift 
lspahnn, and so l retnrned to Baku, intending to proceed to Constantinoplt:>. 
At Tiflis some friends suggested that 1 should Yisit Tabriz. J decided to do 
so, and reached Tahriz on August 5th. Little did I think of what I was 
to hear and see in that city. In what I write now my information is hased 
011 the testimony of cre<lihle E?ye-wituesses, who not unnaturally desire to 
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remain anonymous. but whose good faith is unimpeachable, and "·hose state
ments are borne out by photo~raphs in my possession, some of which han• 
been referred to in recent articles by others on the su hject. I was assisted i 11 

my enquiries by being able to speak Persian and French. 

)ly impression as a trayeller in Persia was one of sincPre p:ratit11dl' 
to the Russians for tolerable roads and comparative safot:y m tr:n-elling 
along them. )ly heart neYer warmed to anyone as it did to a troop of a 
hundred disreputable-looking Cossacks who appeared over thl' brow of a 
hill as the driver of m,v carriage on the Ramadan road clickf'd fin! cartri1lgt>s 
into an ancient revoker in anticipation of a wekome from some ,·illaiuons 
horsemen occupying a sinister position on our line of route. Tlw antn· 
mobile from J ulfa to rrabriz is 11ot to he despised, but I should' ha,·e wPl£'ollll'd 
a Russian railwa.y, built with or without a concession. OnP, conkl ,·isit 
Persia, spend a pleasant fortnight in Teheran, and return with nothing hut 
the most amiable feelings towards the Russian Bear, bnt then, of course, ouP 
must not talk to Persians, and-one must not visit Tabriz. 

Tabriz is reached in six hours by motoi·-car on a ne,v Russian road from 
Julfa, a Russian frontier town in the south of the Caucasus. The dista11c1i 
is only 80 miles, and the construction of a railway offers 110 difficulties. Tht' 
cit~· co,·ers a large area, as most of the houses are surrounded hy gard1•11s 
enclosed hr a. high mud wall. The streets are commanded by the:-;e house~ 
and walls, and this eRplains a grPat deal of the bloodshed which took pl.t<'P 
in the few dnys before last Christmas. On Decemher 20th last, iu aec-ord:mce 
with a general plan for an adnrnce in. :Korth Persia, as statt>cl br Mr. ~h11ster, 
the Russians made arrangements for tlie disarming of the Pcn,i:111 Fidais. 
These are voluntary soldiers in the cause of <:onstitutional l,!o,·Nnmf'nt,. 
and no praise can be too high for their conragt• and devotion. That the 
Russians anticipated some resistance is pro,·pd by two facts-their with
drawal from the mills, the day hefore, of all the grai11 wpplies for tht,ir 
troops that had been sent to be ground, and tlw fon·Nl march of some 71!0 
men in wintry weather from Ardehil; that they w1•re not prepared for sucl1 
stubhorn resistance is shown by the result . 

.-\11 exami1iation of the (:',·euts which followed reveals an a1~palling 
stupidity on the part of the Russians. E,·en if it were true, as th(:'y contend, 
that the attack was made- h,r the Persians, nothing eau excuse their incom
petent manageuwnt of their own troops. l•'or tht> subsequent outrages !,~
Persians, as punishment of which they explain a11d l'XCUSf' their own hrutalit.,·, 
they havt' nothing to hlame more than their own. insensate conduet of tlw 
whole affair. And when it is established, as 1,eyond a douht it is, that the 
Persian attack was in reality a resistance, then all blame must atta('h to 
the Russians, not only for the slaughter of hnndn•ds of Pei·sian Fidais and 
the disgraceful executions "·hich followed, hut also for the massaere of 
innocent pen,ous and their own hea,·y losses. 

In JHt>paration for their operati01{s next day till' Hnssians were during 
the night of the 20th repairing the telPphone wire from tllf' camp to tht> 
Cons11latt>. To do so they had to climh on to a roof o,·erlooking the police 
quarters, and to this the Persians not m1reasonabl~- ol,j1•c-ted, as it is c·o11· 
sidered " bnd form '' in Persia to go 011 a roof m·er looking oth('r housPs 
at night. Tllf' Russians withdre"·, hut shortly aftenrnr<l~ a Hussian offirer, 
with some soldif'rs armed, dema11d('(l the man who had made the ohjection. 
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The man courageously spoke up and was promptly shot dead. This incident 
not only angered the Persians but put them on the alert, aud next morning 
found them prepared for resistance when the work of disarmament began. 

Throughout the whole of that day there was fighting in the streets. The 
Fi<lais went about in bands occupying strong positions in the houses and 
shooting down every Russian they saw. The Russians C'ould not have been 
in a worso position; their camp was outside the town, and many of their 
troops were quartered in caravanserais throughout the city. 'fhese were 
surrounded by Persians, and for a while the Russians were at their mercy. 
Scores were shot down as they tried to make their way through the streets 
to the camp, others w~re captnred and, it is alleged, tortured to death. The 
bodies of many- Russians were mutilated, but there is no evid0nce that this 
mutilation took place 1,efore death. 

)Ieanwhile the Russians kept up heavy firing from the camp on the 
Ark, a small fortress of enormous strength in tho centre of the city. This 
firing did littlA damage except to surrounding houses, and the reply made 
b~· tho Persians was similarl.r ineffective. Rventually the Persians oc<;;upied 
the houses in the neighbomhood of the Russian camp and kept up incessant 
sniping, while the Russian Consulate was almost untenable. Had the Fidais 
been under competent leadership they would havo taken the Consulate and 
clrh-en e,·ery Russian out of Tabriz. They sMm, however, to have been 
actuated more by a blind desire to kill as mauy Ru:ssiaus as possible th:m 
by any hope of offering permanent resistance, an<l nothing frightened them 
more than their own suC'cess. On the night of the 22nd the Russian Consul 
succeeded in bringing about an armistice, lrnt as it was impossible to convey 
me~sages to the Russian camp firing continued all 1wxt clay. 

After this there was very littlo resistance on the part of the 
Fidais. Their leaders fled, and on the 27th the Ark itself was 
evacuated, the Persian flag hauled down and Russian flag hoisted 
in its place. The Russians, however, did not cease their attack 
for some time. It was said that their soldiers received orders to shoot every 
Persian.seen in a certain st·reet, where a number of Russians had been killed, 
nnd it is certain that a number of non-combatant Persians were killed 
in this street as well as elsewhere. In some cases houses were entered and 
men, women, and children were shot indiscriminately. There were a, great 
many women and children killed, but most of this happened during tho 
shelling by the Russians of certain houses from which Persians had been 
firing. The Russian soldi~rs s:rstematically looted and destroyed every house 
from which they liad been fired upon. J n some cases, of course, perfectly 
innoC'Pnt people suffered. I saw 01w woman who had to flee from her house 
with a two clays' old bahy; her husband, who had taken no part whate,·er in 
the disturbance, ha<l been shot down. Hundreds of womPn have in this way 
been turned on to the streets, many of them not only homelei-s hnt friendless. 
The American missionaries have been collecting funds for tho relief of 
tlwse, and have been able in some measure to lessen the distress. 

On the evening of the 26th the first detachment of Russian reinforce
ui.mts arrived from Julfa. This consisted of 800 men and four guns in 
command of a ~olonel, who was aflerwards punished for his senseless 
performanC'e, His action is on a level with the whole behaviour of the 
Hussian officers in charge. With no plan of the city, or any idea where the. 



11 

Consulat(\ or even his own soldiers were located, ·he openc>d heavy firing on 
the city, niruing at everything aurl nothing in particular. It was pure 
accident that the Consulates esenpetl. though the flag of the American 
Consulate was shot down and several times European residents were in 
clanger. He had begun operations without any reference to the Russian 
ConsuJate or the camp, and ceased onl~· when he received peremptory orders 
to do so 

This marked the en<l of the fighting, but the relinquishment of rifle 
and bayonet was only the signal for the appearance of the gallows- E,·en 
before the installation lly the Rus:sians as Governor on December 30th of 
Ramad Khan Shuja-ud-Dowlt•h the h:mg.ing;s hegan, and Russia is respon
sible not only for those carried out hy hPr own offi<>ers hut for those nominalJy 
directecl by their appointed Gov<>rnor. Xor can we hold Russia free from 
tlw responsibility for atrocities perpl.'tra tt>d by this same Governor, such as 
beating men to death in water ponds, sewing up the mouths of certain 
who had spoken in favour of the Co11stituiion, nailing horseshoes on men 1s 
feet and driving them thronµ;h th<> hazaar, and other unspeakable barbarities. 
Since Jaet De<-ember the life of no rnan who was even supposed to he in 
favour of the Constitution has 111•<•11 saf<>, no matter how honourable his 
character or how high his positio11. Jt is not possible in this paper to give 
an acoonnt of more than two of those unfortunates who were cruelly d,me 
to deatn, but an eye-witness clescril>t><l to me with what heroism many met 
thnir execnti01!. They walkE>d bran!]~· to the scaffold, where their e~•es 
were not bandaged nor their hands and feet tie<l. Some leaped from the 
stools themselves, others epat in the fa1·es of the Russians. and others used 
the.it: last breath in declaring their unquestionable right to desire n Consti
tution. The executions ,wr(1 carried out in the most barbarous manner, and 
somo of those hung Jirnd for at least fifteen minutes after being hauled up. 

The Sikat-ul-Islam was the chief :\loslem ecclesiastic in Tabriz. He was 
a man of very unusual ahility, of great persona] charm, and singularly broad
minded. He was on excelJeut terms not onJy with his co-religionists hut 
with tho Christians of the city. J<~arly i11 December he had calJE>d on the 
British Consul to ask if he might seek protection in the Consulate in the 
event of <lang~::-to himsE>Jf: tlw reply was i hat unless he was in some imme
diato <lunger the Co11sulate could not promise protection. He caned also at 
the Hnssian Consnlafo and was assureil Uiat whntevE>r happened his safety 
would be respected. In the disturbances alrendy described J1e took no part 
whate,·er, although he was in sympathy with the Constitution and the 
struggle for Persian inclependen<'e• ~everthele~s, he was seized hy thf' 
Russians. his house was searched for a list of men in favour of Constitutional 
government, and a large sum of rno1rn.v extracted from J1ini. in return for a 
promise of his liberty. 

His trial then fol1owed, and l am told on good authority that it consisted 
of his being asked if he had written to a friend in Urumiah a letter something 
to the following effect: "The Hussians have att~cked us and we have 
resisted them, so far effectively. We trust that .)'OU will do the same.'' On 
admitting that it was his letter he was dragged off to the gallows. The 
gallows, as one can see in a photograph in my possessiou, wa.s gaily painted 
Jike a barber's pole with Russian colour8. Eight were hung together, UH.~ 
Sikat-ul-Jslam in the midclle and lowest of all. 'l'he Persian servants employed 
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as hangmen by the Russians refused to do their work in his case, until they 
were brutally beaten by Russian officers with their knouts. The 
Russian officers are to he seen standing in front of the bodies posing for 
their photograph, lf anything could add to the horror of the proccwding it 
would be that it took place' on the tenth day of Jlohnrrarn, or the most 
sacred day of the .Mahometan year. It should be added that this execution 
took place \\'itho11t the knowledge of the English Consul, probahly in order 
to avoid a protest on his part. 

A few days later, in the midst of the .Armenian Xew Year's Day festivi
ties, the most prnminent Armenian of the city, Bedros Andreasian, was 
seized and drugged to the gallows. HP was a Constitutionalist, hut none of 
the .Armenians had tak0n part either in the defence of Tabriz three :\'ears 
before by the Constitutional party or in the Fidai resistance, aud his only 
crime \\'as his political opinion. F,ye-\\'itnesses describe the bravery with 
which he ,miked along, dragged hy mounted Cossacks, till the gallows was 
reached. He was a hig, heavy man, and twice the rope of tl1P hangman 
broke. A young Russian officer standing 1,y protested that he had suffered 
enough, and that in any civilised country he \\'011ld be released. For these 
remarks the officer was punished and the hra,·e Armenian was finally done 
to death. 'J'hat night Hussian soldi<>rs paraded thL' Armenian qnarter 
singing songs, the intended effpet twi11g to terrorise the whole Armenian 
hotly. T}wre "·as onP <WPnt whieh eaused ('X11ltant joy in the cit;v and must 
have gfron the superstitious among the H nssians food for thought. The 
number of ,·ictims on tlw Russian gallows had reached 42, when, as some 
Russian soldiers wNe handling a q11antit~· of explosi,·es in the Ark, a po\\·der 
magazine hlew up and 42 H nssi:rns wel'e killecl. This, however, ha~ not 
stopped the work of the gallows, whicl1 stands high up in ,·iew of all near 
the centre of the city, siuPP c•Yel'y fe"· da~·s claims some Ile\\' dctim of H11ssian 
hate. A great many J>prsian co11stitutio11alists, fparing anest, have gone 
into hiding or takPn rpfnge in the diffNent Consnlates, . .\ close watch is 
kept for these', and :is one or otlwr comPs out he is caught and exPcuted. 
One poor n11fort11natP had nwt his denth in this way two da~·s hPfort-> I 
reached Tabriz, on .A 11gust 5th. 

'l1abriz is completely un<ler the domination of the Russians. The~· O<'<'Hp~· 

every important plaC'e in the city, including the parado ground, the 
Governor~s palaee, thP poli<"e head-quarters, and the Ark. Tht•~- swagger 
through the strePts armed to the teC'th. .\s I was walking thro11gh tlw bazaar 
wi_th a P<'t·sian he was srnldeuly roughly thrust aside hy two Hussian soldiers. 
who pushed tlwir way hetwPen 11s. .\s J had also been a little hustlPd I 
turned round iu amazement, and nothing hut that sanlC' amazPnwnt kl~pt 
mo from striking tlw man near<'st me. As it was: I C'aught him hy the 
shoulders and, knowing no R11ssian beyond a fpw politP phrasPs, expostulated 
in honest English. • How the PPrsians can stand the way the,\" an' tn,atPd 
can bP nndPrsto0tl only hr realising to sonw degrel' th!;' horrnr of tl1!;' last 
nine months. FriPnds hf mine in Tabriz ba,·p seen Hussian ofticers walking 
down. the strc•ets striking with ,their whips at all Persians within reach: 
J myself saw a Hnssian in Teheran on a resti,·e horsp cut a. Pt:>rsian dri,·e1· 
orer the head with his whip lwcause his own horse came too near thP man's 
Parriaw~. This sn.me Russian had previously al,used me for being in his 
way, and apologised when he saw I w;is F.nglish. Another friend in Tabriz 
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saw a Hussian soldier lift a wom:rn's ,·eil in tht:> street-an unpardonable 
insult, and I am told this is not um·ommon. Indiscriminate looting of houses 
supposed to have been held hy Ficlais, and p,·en barefaced pilfering from 
bazaar shops, have been e,·ery-day occnrrencPs. 

On the 30th of J ul,v l saw in KnzYin on his wa;r to take up his appoint
me11t as Governor of Tahriz the Sipahclar, ahont whom ~lr. ~!organ Shust<ff 
has a. great deal-to say. Xot unnaturally :-,1Inja-11cl-Dowl<'h has }wen greatly 
auuoyed that his fric>nds th!' H ussians should· lun-<' conspn ted to his being 
superseded by the Sipahclar, and it is ht>liP,·<•d th:it it was only by the 
strong line taken by Sir ,valt1.•r Townle;r that this appointment was madt>. 
~..,rom the outset Shuja-ud-I>ow ll'h has sign i fit>d his intention of rt>sisti ng 
the Sipahdar. He coerced -lllO Ta hriz mrrchants into sending ·a telegram 
to Teheran protesting against the> appointmrnt and into holding a meeting 
where, mnch against their will, this prott:>st was corroborated. f n connection 
with this the bazaar was clost>d on two oc-rasions aml only open<'d undcr 
pressure from the Hussian Consul. Xow tltl' :-;ipahclar has arrin•d, and his 
first· action has been to inform th1.• H.nssians that nutil tlwy <•n1cuate tlw 
GO\·ernment buildings lie will ·1wt t>11tt>r 'l'aliriz. H1• also clemanrl:, possnssion 
of the Baghi-Shimal, which for three> yt:>ars has liPl'll thc> Russiau camp, of 
the Ali Capoo, the official palaec> in tlw c-it;r, and of thc> .\rk (Citadel) 

On the Russian Consul n•fnsing to comply with tht>se p1.'rfoctly reason
able c!emands, the Sipahdar has hroken off 1wgotiations with him and 
appealed direct to Teheran. If the Russians persist in their refusal to 
hand over th<'se huilclings, espec-ially tlw official residence of the Governor, 
then all .pretence that Tabriz has not 111.'C'H occupied is gone- Indeed, it is 
only in the high atmospherc> of diplomatic falsehood that this pretence is 
still maintained. When I left Tabriz l travelled in company with the 
Quartermaster-General of the Russian troops in .\zprl.Jaijan, at present 
rp1mhering 2,3,000. The automobile stopp<>d at p,·<•ry. lrnilding along tlw 
road to Julfa, while this Russian officer made an inspPction of how many 
troops it would hold and made careful notes in his memoranda. His conver
sation let e,·eryone know that 12,000 Hussian troops were tixpectecl shortly
not to leave hut to enter Persia. Wlrnt are these en!r-in<"rnasing forces for:> 

Doubt has lieeu cast in some quarters on the autlwnticity of the photo
graphs which lu\\'e 1·eachecl this country of the atrociti<'s in Tahriz. Thesr 
am the photographs allndecl to in P1·ofc>ssor Browne's letter in the '' Man
chester Guardian" of Augnst 13th. I acquired those in my possession, 
which include all those mentioned hy Prof<"5sor Browne, and more, in the 
following way. ,vandering alone througl1 the Tahriz lmzaar I came on a 
shop where picture postcards were displayed. f entered and sat clown, and 
began to talk to the shopkeeper and exami1w his canls. I kept asking him 
for morn cards, pictures, and photographs, in the hope of coming across 
something curious. E,·entually he unlocked a draw<'r and brought out the 
photographs, which I purchased at thr<'e krans <'ach (a kran is . .qd. or 5d.). 
He would not tell me who had taken them. It is 4nite apparent, howovPr, 
that some at least were taken by :1 profpssional photographc>r for the 
Hussian soldiers, who appear, with their dctims, posing for their pic-tnn•s, 
and I am told that these they sent to their friends at home. 

I ask<'d the shopkeeper to write on the back of tho photo~raphs tht> 
names of ·the victims, which he did witl1 th<> help of his assistant. I han• 
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sinct• compared thcst' with the names which Professor Browne has on his 
photog;raplis, and excPpt in one or two cases they tally. The photographs 
were recognised hy rnsidents in Tabriz, to whom I showed them, as being 
genuine pietnres of the liang;ings of the last nine nwnths in tho city. Fnrther, 
a few photographs W('I'•' gi,·en me hy Europeans in Tabriz whil'h confirm 
the others. 

Home of those hung W<'ft' known p~•rsonally to Europeans in Tabriz, who 
arc positirn that they took no part in the fighting. They were hung simply 
bN•au,,• they were constitutionalists. although the charge !nought against 
thl'lll probably was that they incited or enconrnged the Fidnis to resistance. 
01w man w_as not e\'en arrested, hut was sPizecl when he came to plead for 
his uephew, and was hung hesicle him. 

GEORGE DoUGLAS TURNER. 

Despite all that has happened, Shuja-ud-Dowleh remains in 
authority in Tabriz. The Russian Government has repeatedly 
urged that the Persian Government should formally appoint him to 
the position of Governor-this even after the atrocities of January
but the Persian Government has refused. Thus on February 26th, the 
British Minister at Teheran. telegraphed to Sir Edward Grey : "The 
opposition of the Persian Government to Shuja as governor is as 
strong as ever." But so far from the British Governmen~ doing 
anything to remove Shuja from Tabriz or to assist Persia in her 
opposition to Russian pressure on this point, Sir Edward Grey 
telegraphed on February 25th to theBritish )Iinister: "Is there any 
prospect, in view of our comb_ined action concerning the ex-Shah, of 
obtaining the consent of Persian Government to the appointment of 
Shuja-ud-Dowleh to the post of Governor-General ; and, if so, what 
confidence could they place in his loyalty to them ? " The Persian 
Government has stood out for another governor, but Shuja-ud
Dowleh remains in authority, t-:npported by Rus;;ia, and evtn, it 
would seem, by the British Foreign Office, too.* 

\Vhat are Englishmen to think of the!>e facts and of the part 
taken by their own Government in relation to them ? It cannot 
be supposed that. Sir Edward Grey and the Foreign Office have 
been fully informed as to what has l.,een going on. Jfot that does 
not relieve us or them of our d11t~· now that the facts are known. 

* From the la.test information receh-ed it wouM a.pJ1tar tha.r. the Fiip&htlar. sl.Je Go,erno,· 
nornnu\tec:t lty the l't'l"Ri&.11 Goverun1e11t. bRs now 1t.ssnu1Nloffice ftt Tf\briz. but, Sb•tid•u<J Dowleli 
l'enut.ins. uon1iualls· al!-bis asi..istaut. Thi~ htfor1nt\tinn is cootainlf'<l in s. Jettt>l' recein_"<l frotu 
Constq,11ti11Jph! on October 5th. • 
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It ii.; surely intolt~rablc that for a single day we should continue to 
I 

ac<]uicsee in tlw presence of a, ~uffian Ruchas Shuja-ud-DowlPh in any 
JJosition of a.utliority in Tabriz. It may be said that Tabriz is in the 
:,;o-called R11ssia.11 ·'sphere,'' and that is true. _But this does uot n•lieve 
11s of indirent, l'(\Rponsibility as partners and feJlow-work◄ \r~ with 

Rnssia in the whole of the transactions of the last five.) ears si1wP ~ he 
conclusion of the 1H07 agreement a~ to Persia. Instead of pn•:-.:--illg, 
as we have been doing, on the defenceless GovernmPnt of P<•ri-;ia • 

the recognition of Shuja as <lovernor, we ought, in sackcloth and 
ashes, to apo]ogise to it for the part we have had in retaining him 
for so long in that position, and urge upon our partner in this shame
ful business h-is immediate dismissal and complete replacement by the 
nominee of the Persian Government. 

Nor is this a.II. Ought not events like these to open the eye:-; of 
the British pnbJic, and of all who have some regard for ju::;tice and 
the common decencies of life, to the iniquities almost necessarily 
involved in the task of strangling the 1iberties of a nation ? ,:\ml 
ought it not to arouse among us some doubt as to the wisdom of 

the whole policy which bears such fruits ? 
The photographs which follow are some of them very terrilJJe, 

but it seemed right not t.o suppress them. They tell their own 
dumb hut eloquent ~ale. 





THE FIH8T EXECUTION OF CONSTITUT10NALI8T8 A'1.' 'l'AllRlZ. 

The nrst cxer.ution uf Per!-ian Conf.titutionali~ti:. at '1';1hriz took plaec ott tl1t• tl•uth of !\l11llana111 (the Good Friday ur tht.• Per~ian , corre~ponding 

with last ~cw \\•ar·:-- L>ay. ·• 'in ill'l'tWtl:wee with ll1c dt.·t·h.:iou of the Jtu~:-.i:m Court-nrnrLial, t·stablisht.·tl by ol'tlcr from supt.·rior quarters." (Sec the hti;;l. 
White-hook 0)1 1',•rsia. f(:d. U2u4]. :-:o. H, pp. 1,;.1~.) 

The names of the victim~ from riµ-llt to left arc :-

(1) Hasan. the son of a well-knm,·11 kadt·r of t~e Tabriz Con~tit11tionalists. agttd J~. 

(2) Ziya-111-Ulamn, a lcarne,I man, Wt:11 ~killed both in Eastern arnl \Vcst_l'l'll s<:ieut.·t•~-

(3) )Julrnmmad-Kuli Khau. uncle of the las-t-mentioned, for whom he came lo make inLcrct.•ssion, an<l was tllcreupou scizl:'tl aud haugcd. 

(4) Snd1k-ul-)lulk. a youni: cn~ineer. trained in the )lilitary School at Constantinople. He had served on the Turco-l'crsi:m Boundary Commission, 
was attached to the Per~iau Port>ig,11 omce anti had held Mevera! responsible posts. 

(5) Siknt.11l-hlam, the higlie!-it ecclesiastic in the Provi11ce of· Azerbaijan, u man univer~ally respected alike for his lt-arn!ng, his piety, nnd his 
tolt•~anee. 

(6) Agha :llnhammnd lbrnhim. 

(7) Kadir. J,rnthcr 91. Hasan. whose name otands first in this list. 

<.~) Shaykh Salim, nuotlu.·r lt·arned· mau. 
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THE RUSSIAN GALLOWS. 
The Rm,sino gnllows nenr the Ark, or CitnJel, with five vict.im;;. 
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FOUR CONSTITUTIONALISTH HA?\GED BY THE RUSSIANS. 
The n•mt•s from ri~ht to left nre as follows; (1) ~lirza Ali "Natik" ('"The Orator··,, (2) Hai.ii Samad "Khayyal" (" The Tailor"); (3) Mashh:uli 

llajji Khan: (4) ~l:ishha~i Shukur Klrnrrazi. 
Thn·r Ru::1sian soldiers and a Persian attcmlfrnt are i,een in the foreground. 



THE :rnr,rnws OF SATTAR KIL\~. 

The two nephews or Sattar Khan (the hero or the Siege of Tabriz in 1908-9) wen· han~ed 
by the Russian:; in .lanuary, 1912. The one on th~ ri~ht i:,, )luhammad Khnn, "Amir•Tumnn" 
(·· Commander of Ten Thousand··, and the one on the left. hi; elder brother. Karim Khan. 



YUSUF OF HUKMABAD. 

Yusuf of Hukmnbad was cut In two, and the halvts of the body IH•re hung up like a sheep's 
carcase by order of Shuja-ud-DowlelJ. 



YUSUF OF HUKMABAD. 

The other half of llrn body of Yusuf of Hukmnbad, hung up In the baznnr. 



~lashhadi Abbas Ali " Knnd-furush " (" The Sngnr-seller ") lrni,ged hy Shuja-ud-Dowi<-11. 



Ghulam Khan C'harnndal,i ~lua.-in, hanged by Shuja-11d-Dowll'l1. 



Mirza Agha Bain Khan Khi,.-abanl, strangled and then hanged head .Jown\\'atds hy Shuja 11,1. 
Dowlch. 
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llnjji Ali Dawa-furnsh (" The Druggist") and ~lirza .llinrn,l ~111,aJli. a poet nn,l journnli.;t. 
han:;ctl b~· the Rm;sinns. 
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TH~: CITADEL IN 'fAllRJZ. 

I ; 
I 

I 
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The Ark, or Citadel. witb the Russluu ,flag hoi•tcd over it, after its Lombardnwnt aud l,efore the Russians attempt,.,d to t,Jow it up. 

,.. 



THE RX l'LOSIOX IX TIU: CIT.\ DEL. 

llxplo~ion in the Ark, or Cit'l<ld, caused by cardess hand!ing of shells by the Russians. 




