Joseph
In Religious History
and the Baha'i Writings

Christopher Buck, PhD
27 August 2022
Host: Todd Lawson, PhD

8th Annual
Raymond Flournoy Course
on the Baha'i Faith and Islam




Special thanks to:

Todd Lawson, to the Spirttual Assembly
of the Baha'is of Montreal — and to all
others acting on their behalf — for
Inviting and hosting this presentation.




JOSEPH IN RELIGIOUS HISTORY AND THE BAHAT WRITINGS

Highlights of this Presentation




Evaluative thesis:

Just as the story of Joseph Is the

“best of stories™ (Quran 12:3),

the metaphor of Joseph Is the
“best of metaphors.




Predicative thesis:
The Qur-anic Joseph Is the single most
comprehensive, extensive, pervasive
symbol and allegory of the Bab,
Baha ullah, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha in the
Baha'| Writings.
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He is the All-Glorious

O thou who art enamored of the Joseph of the divine realm! Joseph of Canaan appeared in the
bazaar of the terrestrial Egypt with a certain handsomeness and charm, but the Joseph Who derived
His beauty from the True One shed His splendor in the marketplace of revelation in the celestial
Egypt with a radiant face, a heavenly comeliness, an indescribable divinity, a lordly sweetness, a
godly attractiveness, a luminous appearance, and a rosy countenance. When He found the buyers to
be pretenders and the seekers to be heedless, He concealed His resplendent visage with the veil of
invisibility and hid His heavenly beauty behind the clouds of imperceptibility. How sad and
regrettable that they remained shut out and deprived during the days of His manifestation and
revelation, and became chilled and debarred in the time of His emanation upon the Mount!

Glory rest on thee and on all who have attained.
—'Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas
(Provisional translation by Adib Masumian (Aug. 25, 2022), shared with permission.)
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(Makatib-i-Hadrat-i-‘Abdu’l-Bahad, vol. 9, p. 176. Original Persian text courtesy of Dr. Khazeh Fananapazir, Aug. 25, 2022.)



https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/577.pdf#page=89
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Joseph in Jewish Tradition & Scriptures



“No piece of prose elsewhere in the Bible
can equal the literary standard attained
by the Joseph story of Genesis 37-50."

- D. B. Redford, Eqypt, Canaan, and Israel in Ancient Times
(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1993), 423.
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Brief Summary of the Joseph Biblical Tradition

% Joseph was one of Jacob's 12 sons. His father loved him more than any of the others and gave him a coloured cloak.
His brothers were jealous of him and sold him into slavery. He was taken to Eqypt and eventually became steward
to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials. Potiphar's wife tried unsuccessfully to seduce him and after false accusations
were levelled at Joseph he was imprisoned. Due to his ability to interpret Pharaoh’s dream he was made governor
of Egypt. He wisely rationed the country’s produce in preparation for a time of famine.

NG
%*

During the famine Jacob’s sons came to Egypt to plead with Joseph for supplies. They did not recognise him but
after he was satisfied that they were reformed he identified himself with great joy. Joseph invited his father and
brothers to come and settle in Egypt. The story is recounted in the Old Testament (Genesis 37, 39-45).

% Joseph is often seen as an Old Testament equivalent, or prefiguration, of Christ. Scenes from Joseph's story were
painted by Pontormo and Bacchiacca for Pierfrancesco Borgherini. - The National Gallery, "Joseph (Old Testament).”



https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/glossary/joseph-old-testament
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Joseph died, was embalmed and placed in a coffin in Egypt.

Genesis 50:24-25
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“Moses took with him the bones of Joseph, who had exacted an oath”

Exodus 13:19



When Moses entered the royal tombs, he
smelled Joseph's coffin, which was as
fragrant as the Ark of the Covenant
“Surely” he thought, "these are the hones

of Joseph.’
(Perek R Yishayhu, Beit HaMidrash 6:112)

13


http://www.daatinstitute.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/JosephsBonesDAAT.pdf
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The bones of Joseph, brought up from Egypt, were buried at Shechem®

Joshua 24:32
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Joseph in Classical Rabbinic Midrash (Oral Torah)

Rabhi Rashi


https://www.sefaria.org/topics/joseph?tab=sources
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Joseph in Classical Rabbinic Midrash (“Oral Torah")

Midrash Tanchuma Buber


https://www.sefaria.org/Midrash_Tanchuma_Buber%2C_Vayeshev.20.1?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Midrash_Tanchuma_Buber%2C_Vayeshev.20.1?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Midrash_Tanchuma_Buber%2C_Vayeshev.20.1?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Midrash_Tanchuma_Buber%2C_Vayeshev.20.1?lang=bi
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JOSEPH'S TOMB IN SHECHEM

PHOTOGRAPH BY TOM MILLER (2014).



https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2b/Joseph's_Tomb_in_Shechem.jpg
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The Historicity of Joseph Debate

NG
%*

N
%*

Did Joseph exist historically? This has led to a vigorous
debate.

Rachel Hallote, "Does Archaeology Confirm Joseph's Time
in Egypt?” Biblical Archaeology Review, Vol. 47, No. 3 (Fall
2021): pp. 40-47. https://www.baslibrary.org/biblical-

archaeology-review/47/3/5. (Scan of published article, in
full, courtesy of Todd Lawson, 16 August 2022.)

An excerpt from the article is online here:

https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/magazine/does-
archaeology-confirm-josephs-time-in-eqypt/

Reference courtesy of Larry Marquardt (Aug. 14, 2022).



https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/586d154f03596e5605562ea7/76652bc5-4b4e-4c96-b1be-6d562c411239/jo+tomb.jpeg?format=2500w
https://www.baslibrary.org/biblical-archaeology-review/47/3/5
https://www.baslibrary.org/biblical-archaeology-review/47/3/5
https://www.baslibrary.org/biblical-archaeology-review/47/3/5
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/magazine/does-archaeology-confirm-josephs-time-in-egypt/
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/magazine/does-archaeology-confirm-josephs-time-in-egypt/
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Rachel Hallote, Professor of History, Purchase
College, State University of New York, states:
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When one leaves off the details of the “plot” of
the Bible, ignoring the personal conflicts
between Joseph and his brothers, the biblical
storyline aligns with the Egyptian sources. In
both versions, we have people from Canaan who
move down to live and rule in Egypt. In the
biblical version, the people from Canaan are
Joseph and his brothers. In Egyptian history, the
people from Canaan are the Canaanites who
trickled into Egypt, set up permanent cities, and
eventually became known as Hyksos rulers. The
stories are identical in their larger narratives, if
not in their particulars.
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Egypt during the first Persian domination (Twenty-Seventh Dynasty)

< "In sum, Egyptian background of the Joseph story does not point to the New Kingdom but to
Late Period Egypt. The Joseph story displays not only striking similarities to Papyrus Berlin
2307 1vs and the Ahiqgar narrative from Elephantine, but receives its deeper meaning from the
aforementioned situation in Egypt during the first Persian domination (Twenty-Seventh
Dynasty).”

<+ Bernd U. Schipper, "Joseph in Egypt. A Critical Evaluation of the Classical Parallels and a New
Interpretation,” in The Joseph Story between Eqypt and Israel, edited by Thomas Romer, Konrad
Schmid, and Axel Biihler (Tlibingen, Germany: Mohr Siebeck, 2021), pp. 139-163[162-163].

 Reference courtesy of Steve Cooney (Aug. 25, 2022).
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Joseph in Christian Tradition &
Scriptures
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THE HOLY EDICULE (TOMB OF JESUS) IN CH

(IMAGE CREDIT: ODED BALILTY / NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC)

URCH OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE (JERUSALEM)



https://cdn.mos.cms.futurecdn.net/GTGqyQAbfAiQXEMZEAcT3P-1200-80.jpg.webp
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Joseph in Early Syriac (Persian Christian) Tradition

% "Among early Christian writings about the Old Testament
patriarch Joseph, it is works from the early Syriac tradition
which explore this figure most extensively. Joseph appears
prominently among biblical characters used in Aphrahat's
demonstrations, and of course Ephrem retells the
narrative, with expansions, in his Genesis commentary. Yet
the genre in which the story is most fully explored is the
dramatic dialogue poem. " — Kristian S. Heal (2008).

% Photo (Oct. 2016): “"Workers remove a marble slab
covering the original stone 'burial bed' where Jesus Christ
is said to have been laid to rest after being crucified.” See
“Images: The Church of the Holy Sepulchre.”



https://cdn.mos.cms.futurecdn.net/fiUH6ozknhcHQ547mTpZi3-1200-80.jpg.webp
https://www.academia.edu/170298/Identifying_the_Syriac_Vorlage_of_the_Ethiopic_History_of_Joseph
https://www.livescience.com/56675-photos-church-of-holy-sepulchre-jesus-tomb.html

The Syriac History of Joseph

A new transiation and introduction

by Kristian S. Heal

The Syriac History of Joseph is a dramatic prose retelling of the story of the Old Testament
patriarch Joseph, beginning with his dreams and ending with his death (Gen 37, 39-47
50), but omitting Jacob’s blessing upon both Josephs and his own children (Gen 48-49).
The narrative is rich in expansions, many of which contain Jewish elements. The work
is attributed to Basil of Caesarea in each of its five known manuscript witnesses (CPG
2987). This attribution is certainly spurious.’ However, the work is no less important for
not coming from the pen of the famous Cappadocian since it embodies an influential and
early stratum of the significant corpus of Syriac Joseph texts.

Editions and Manuscripts
The editio princeps of the Syriac History of Joseph was published in two parts, the first in
1893 by Magnus Weinberg and the second in 1895 by Samuel Wolf Link.? This edition
was based on Berlin Syriac 74 {Sachau 9), a parchment codex written in an East Syriac
hand dated to A.D. 1695. Pages are wanting at both the beginning and end, and else-
where throughout the manuscript. The “History of Joseph,” which begins on folio 24r and
comprises twenty-eight leaves, is the seventh item in this miscellany of apocryphal and
hagiographical works.” The loss of a single leaf after the current folio 37 caused a lacuna
to the most important narrative expansion in the text, and thus to the published edition of
this work. This gap has now been filled, and the complete episcde is found in the present
translation.*

Four additional manuscript witnesses of this work have been identified since it was

The Syriac History of Joseph

Gen 459-15

Geén 45:16-20

who bought him from you, God sent them to be your accusers” '*And Joseph
brought a man and said to him, “Read the document (Y1.23) in their presence.”
* And he read what was written in it as follows, “We, Reuben, and Simeon, and
Levi, and Judah, and Gad, and [ssachar, and Zebulon, and Dan, and Naphtali,
and Asher, we ten brothers sold the slave called Joseph to the Arab merchants for
twenty pieces of silver” ** And Joseph shouted at them in a harsh voice, and said
to them, “The men deserving to die are you.” **And their arms became feeble,
and they fell upon their faces before him, and collapsed as if dead from their fear.

Joseph reveals himself to his brothers

46 ' And when Joseph saw them sprawled in front of him like dead men, he was
moved with compassion over them, and more especially because of his brother
Benjamin. And he commanded and had them arise from the ground, and he
comforted them and said to them, “Take courage, and don't be afraid, for I am
your brother Joseph, and I saw the dreams and related (them) to you. *And be-
hold, you have seen with your own eyes that my dreams were true. *Behold, you
are in the place of your sheaves and you have bowed down to me; and the sun
is our father Jacob, who will come down and see me; and the moon is Pharaoh
the king; and the eleven stars are you. °T am he whom you threw in the dried-out
cistern, and I am he whom you sold to the Arabs” ®Joseph was relating (these
things), and they were reeling from their fear and their terror. ’ And he embraced
Benjamin and kissed him and caressed him, and said to him, “Is our father Ja-
cob, my beloved, alive, for how long is the time that he mourned over me!”

Joseph presents his brothers to Pharaoh

47 'And Joseph went in to Pharaoh and said to him, “My lord, my eleven broth-
ers have come to me” 2And Pharaoh rejoiced greatly when he heard that he was
Joseph the son of Jacob, because Pharaoh had heard of the fame of Jacob the
Hebrew a long time ago. >And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Send trustworthy men
immediately, and they shall take wagons and beasts with them, and they shall
load upon them your father and all the people of his house (II.24) and they shall
come down to us.”
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Aphrahat, the Persian Sage, Demonstration 21:9 (*Joseph and Jesus")

<+ See: Aphrahat, the Persian Sage (“Farhad” in Persian, fl. 337-345 CE), Demonstration 21
("On Persecution”), Section 9 ("Joseph and Jesus"): Adam Lehto, The Demonstrations of

Aphrahat, the Persian Sage (Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias Press, 2010), pp. 437-458 (esp. pp.
435-436). (See text below.)

% See also Kristian S. Heal, "Joseph as a Type of Christ in Syriac Literature,” Brigham Young
University Studies,Vol. 41, No. 1 (2002), pp. 29-49. Chart on pp. 39-45, reproduced below.
Text online: https://byustudies.byu.edu/article/joseph-as-a-type-of-christ-in-syriac-
literature/.



https://www.gorgiaspress.com/the-demonstrations-of-aphrahat-the-persian-sage
https://www.gorgiaspress.com/the-demonstrations-of-aphrahat-the-persian-sage
https://byustudies.byu.edu/article/joseph-as-a-type-of-christ-in-syriac-literature/
https://byustudies.byu.edu/article/joseph-as-a-type-of-christ-in-syriac-literature/
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Demonstration 21.9, “On Persecution” (Joseph and Jesus)

Aphrahat, the Persian Sage
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Demonstration 21.9, “On Persecution” (Joseph and Jesus)

Aphrahat, the Persian Sage
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Demonstration 21.9, “On Persecution” (Joseph and Jesus)

Aphrahat, the Persian Sage
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Demonstration 21.9, “On Persecution” (Joseph and Jesus)

Aphrahat, the Persian Sage
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Demonstration 21.9, “On Persecution” (Joseph and Jesus)

Aphrahat, the Persian Sage
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Demonstration 21.9, “On Persecution” (Joseph and Jesus)

Aphrahat, the Persian Sage
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“Syriac Comparisons of Joseph and Jesus”

% Kristian S. Heal, "Joseph as a Type of Christ in Syriac Literature,” Brigham Young University
Studies,Vol. 41, No. 1 (2002), pp. 29-49, surveys the early Syriac writings on Joseph and
Jesus.

% See "Table 1": "Syriac Comparisons of Joseph and Jesus” (pp. 39-45), reproduced below.

% Text of chart online: https://byustudies.byu.edu/article/joseph-as-a-type-of-christ-in-syriac-
literature/.



https://byustudies.byu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/41.1HealJoseph-931ce9fd-3212-499c-aaf1-1f6cf3e0dd0c.pdf
https://byustudies.byu.edu/article/joseph-as-a-type-of-christ-in-syriac-literature/
https://byustudies.byu.edu/article/joseph-as-a-type-of-christ-in-syriac-literature/

Numerous hints have been made in this article to the centrality of
typology in Syriac literature, particularly of the early period. For early Syr-
iac writers such as Aphrahat and his younger contemporary Ephrem,
typology was a central mode of expression. God revealed his mysteries
through the types and symbols found in scripture and nature, and their
apparent abundance led Ephrem to exclaim, “Lord, Your symbols are
everywhere.”?! In this and other respects, early Syriac Christianity demon-
strates its affinity with its Jewish heritage. In both literatures, we find the
use of “testimonia, typology, periphrastic quotation, [and] haggadic
expansion,’? and in many instances there is a clear relationship between
the Syriac and the Jewish traditions.?>> We find, then, in the literature of this
early period of Syriac Christianity one of the few examples of a “genuinely
Semitic-Christian literature.”** For this and numerous other reasons, Syr-
iac literature is a great storehouse of treasures that are worthy of pursuit.

In the following table, A. stands for Aphrahat, as quoted in Ioannes
Parisot, ed., Aphraatis Sapientis Persae Demonstrationes; A. C. is from
Edward G. Mathews, The Armenian Commentary on Genesis Attributed to
Ephrem the Syrian;>®> N. refers to Paul Bedjan, ed., Homilae Mar Narsetis in
Joseph; and E. is from Stephanus Evodius Assemani, Sancti patris nostri
Ephraem Syri opera omnia.>® Except for the passages from Mathews and
Assemani, the translations in the table are the author’s own. In some cases,
Mathews and Assemani have been quoted and in others paraphrased.

1ABLE |

Syriac Comparisons of Joseph and Jesus

Reference

A. 21:9

Life of Joseph

Joseph was a shepherd with
his brothers (cf. Gen. 37:2).

Life of Jesus

Jesus was the chief of the
shepherds.

A. 21:9

His father clothed Joseph
with the long-sleeved coat (cf.
Gen. 37:3).

His Father clothed Jesus with a
body from the virgin.

A. 21:9

Joseph’s father loved him
more than his brothers (cf.
Gen. 37:3).

Jesus was the Friend and
Beloved of his Father.

A. C. 143:18—20;
143:20—21

Before Joseph came to the
land of the Egyptians, he was
with his father in splendor
and honor (cf. Gen. 37:2—4).

Our Lord, before he came to
this earth, was with the One
who sent him in glory and
praise.

N. 43:21—44:1;
4423

Joseph saw visions and
dreamed dreams (cf. Gen. 37:
5, 9).

Jesus fulfilled the visions and
words of the prophets.

Joseph dreamed dreams of his
brothers, but they did not
believe it; rather, they hated
him (cf. Gen. 37:5-11).

Our Lord spoke with the cru-
cifiers in parables, and the
more he spoke, the more they
envied him.

E. 31-32; 3334

The youth Joseph from
Jacob’s bosom was sent to
inquire about his own broth-
ers (cf. Gen. 37:13-14).

The Lord was sent to us from
the Father’s bosom to save us
all.

A. 21:9

When Joseph’s father sent
him to visit his brothers, they
saw him coming and planned
to kill him (cf. Gen. 37:18).

When his Father sent Jesus to
visit his brothers, they said,
“This 1s the heir, come, let us
kill him” (cf. Matt. 21:38).

A. C. 143:8—11;
143:11-13

When the brothers of Joseph
saw him, they said, “Behold,
here is the dreamer coming
toward us; come, let us kill
him, and let us see whether his

And when the husbandmen
saw our Lord, they said, “This
is the heir to the vineyard.
Come, let us kill him, and
henceforth the inheritance



dreams come of anything” (cf.
Gen. 37:18—20).

will be ours” (cf. Mark 12:7;
Luke 20:14).

E. 35-39; 39—42

Joseph’s harsh brothers, as
soon as they saw him ap-
proaching, began to devise
evil against him, though he
was bringing them peace from
their father (cf. Gen. 37:18).

The Jews also, ever hard of
heart, as soon as they saw the
Savior, said, “This is the heir,
let us kill him, and all will be

ours.”

Joseph was sold into Egypt at
the advice of Judah (cf. Gen.

37:26—27).

Jesus was delivered to the Jews
by Judas Iscariot.

E. 48—49; 5051

Joseph’s brothers, while eat-
ing, sold him, slaying him in
intent (cf. Gen. 37:25—27).

In the same way, the “abom-
inable” Jews, while eating the
Passover, slew the Savior.

N. 8:11—19; 8:20

Reuben petitioned for the life
of Joseph (cf. Gen. 37:22).

Pilate petitioned for the life of
Jesus (cf. Matt. 27:2—26, 58—66;
Mark 15:1-15, 42—47; Luke
23:1-25, 50—53; John 18:28-19:22,
31, 38).

E. 43—45; 46—47

Joseph’s brothers said, “Let
us do away with him, and let us
be set free of his dreams” (cf.
Gen. 37:20).

The Jews said, “Come, let us
kill him and lay hold on his
inheritance.”

A. C. 143:13—14;
143:14—16

Joseph fell into two pits: into
one because of his dreams and
into the other for the sake of
victory over desire.

Our Lord was enclosed in two
pits: in the flesh because of his
mercy and in Hades for the
sake of his victory over death.

A. 21:9

Joseph’s brothers cast him
into the pit (cf. Gen. 37:24).

The brothers of Jesus sent him
down into the grave.

A. 21:9

A. C. 143:6—7;
143:7—8

Joseph came up from the pit
(cf. Gen. 37:28).

Joseph rose from the pit to
rule the kingdom and from
disgrace to glorious honor.

Jesus arose from the grave.

Our Lord rose from the cross
into the heavens, and from
Hades into the throne of

glory.

A. 21:9

After Joseph came up from
the pit, he ruled over his
brothers.

After Jesus arose from the
grave, his Father gave him an
excellent and great name so
that his brothers were subject
to him and his enemies were
laid beneath his feet.

A. 2139

When they sold Joseph, he did
not speak or give a word (cf.
Gen. 37:28).

Jesus did not speak or give a
word to the judges who judged
him (cf. Acts 8:32—35).

A.C. 14497
143:12—13

The kid was slain, and Joseph
lived (cf. Gen. 37:31).

Our Lord gave his flesh to the
cross for the salvation of his

Church.

A. C. 144:13-14;
144:14-15

Joseph’s cloak was soaked -

with blood, but his flesh was
not harmed at all (cf. Gen.

37:32).

They seized the flesh of our

Lord, but not his divinity.

E. 52;53

Joseph descended into Egypt.

Our Savior descended to Earth.

A. C. 143:26—27;
143:27—28

Joseph entered the land of the
Egyptians, and his mistress
desired him (cf. Gen. 39:7).

Our Lord entered into the
tomb, and Hades desired him.

A. C. 143:28;
143:29

His mistress hastened to cor-
rupt Joseph (cf. Gen. 39:7).

Hades hastened to corrupt
our Lord.

E. 54—57; 5861

Joseph, within the marriage
chamber, trampled down all
the strength of sin, putting
on the bright prizes of victory
against the Egyptian woman,
his mistress (cf. Gen. 39:11-12).

The Lord, the Savior of our
souls, descended into hell,
destroying there all the power
of the dread and near invin-

cible tyrant.

A. C. 143:29-30;
143:30—31

The woman was unable to
overcome the strength of
Joseph (cf. Gen. 39:11-12).

Hades was unable to over-

come the strength of our
Lord.

A. C. 143:31-32;
143:32—144:1

Joseph’s mistress grabbed his
clothes, but Joseph escaped
(cf. Gen. 39:11—12).

Hades grabbed the garment of
our Lord, but his flesh
ascended and rose up.



A. 21:9

Twice Joseph gave up his gar-
ments, once by the hands of
his brothers and once by the
hand of his master’s wife (cf.
Gen. 39:11-12).

Jesus yielded up his garments,
and the soldiers divided them
among themselves.

A. C. 144:1516;
144:17—18

Joseph was thirty years old
when he stood before Pharaoh
(cf. Gen. 41:46).

Our Lord was thirty years old
when he was baptized in the
Jordan River.

N. 44:8; 44:9

His mistress confined Joseph
the just in prison (cf. Gen.
39:16—20).

Zion confined our Savior in
the tomb.

A. 2119

Joseph’s master delivered him
unjustly to prison (cf. Gen.

39:20).

The sons of his people con-
demned him unjustly.

E. 62—-63; 64—65

When Joseph had conquered
sin, he was put in prison until
the hour of his crowning (cf.
Gen. 39:20).

So, too, the Lord, that he
might take away every sin of
the world, was placed in a
grave.

A. C. 143:23—25;
143:25—26

Joseph stood in shame in
prison like an evildoer al-
though he was clothed with
every meekness and chastity
(cf. Gen. 39:20).

Our Lord came to the cross
like a sinner although he had
overcome the world.

A. C. 144:2-3;
144:3—4

Joseph entered into prison
and comforted those who were
captive (cf. Gen. 39:20—23).

Our Lord entered into Hades
and comforted the dead.

E. 66-67; 68—69

Joseph in prison spent two
whole years in great freedom
(cf. Gen. 41:1).

The Lord, as powerful,
remained in the tomb for
three days, not undergoing
corruption.

A. C. 144:4-6;
144:7—9

Joseph interpreted the dreams
for the servants of Pharaoh—
the first one he enabled to
return to his job as chief but-
ler, while the other, Pharaoh
hanged on a cross (cf. Gen.

40:1-23).

Our Lord led one thief into
the garden of delights because
of his faith, while upon the
other he set a decree of pun-
ishment because of his doubt.

N. 44:10; 44:11

Joseph went out from prison
and took off his outer gar-

Vs 7 .

Our Lord went out from the
tomb and put on glory.

A. 2139

Joseph, as a thirty-year-old,
stood before Pharaoh and
became a lord of Egypt (cf.
Gen. 41:46).

Jesus, as a thirty-year-old,
came to the Jordan to be bap-
tized, and he received the
Spirit and went out to preach.

E. 70-73; 74-77

Joseph, on Pharaoh’s order,
was brought out graciously
from prison, as a true type,
when he easily interpreted the
meaning of the dreams indi-
cating the abundance of grain
that was going to be (cf. Gen.

41:14-37).

Our Lord, Jesus Christ, was
raised from the dead by his
own power, despoiling hell,
offering to the Father our lib-
eration, proclaiming resurrec-
tion and everlasting life.

N. 44:4; 445

Joseph interpreted for the
Egyptians, and they believed
(cf. Gen. 41:14-37).

The Gentiles believed in our
Lord and his parables.

N. 44:12—13;
441415

Joseph interpreted Pharaoh’s
dreams just as they were, and
hesatupon the throne and was
a king of the whole of Egypt
(cf. Gen. 41:14—43).

Our Lord revealed and made
himself known to his disciples
and ascended and sat on the
right hand of the Father, who
sent him.

E. 78-79; 80-83

Joseph took his seat in
Pharaoh’s chariot, having
received authority over the
whole of Egypt (cf. Gen.

41:43).

Our Savior, king before the
ages, ascending into heaven on
a cloud of light, took his seat
with glory at the Father’s right
hand, above the cherubim, as
the Only Begotten Son.

A. 21:9

Joseph took the daughter of a
wicked and foul priest to wife
(cf. Gen. 41:45).

Jesus took to himself the
church from the unclean
nations.

A. C. 143:16—17;
143:17—18

Joseph, instead of his licen-
tious mistress, took Asenath
as his wife (cf. Gen. 41:45).

Our Lord, instead of that first
murderous  congregation,
chose for himself the holy
Church.



A. 21:9

Joseph provided food for the
Egyptians with bread (cf. Gen.

41:55—56).

Jesus provided for the whole
world with the bread of life.

N. 44:16; 44:17

Joseph purchased the whole of
Egypt with ordinary bread (cf.
Gen. 41:56).

The Lord of Joseph purchased
the whole of creation with his
body and his blood.

A. 21:9

When Joseph saw his broth-
ers, they were ashamed and
afraid and marveled in his
majesty (cf. Gen. 45:3).

When Jesus comes in the
latter time, when he is
revealed in his majesty, his
brothers will be ashamed and
afraid and greatly alarmed, for
they crucified him aforetime.

not having anything at all to
say in their defence, knowing
exactly their own sin at the
moment when they sold him,
while he, who seemed to have
been destroyed by them in
Hades, was suddenly found to
be ruling over them.

N. 43:11; 43:12

And they knelt down upon
their faces and worshipped
before the son of Rachel (cf.
Gen. 42:6).

The crucifiers will kneel
before our Lord on the day of
resurrection.

A. C. 144151442

Joseph fed those who were
captive (cf. Gen. 43:31-34).

Our Lord was a light-giver to
the dead in Hades.

A. C. 144:9-10;
144:10—11

Joseph judged his judges and
cast into prison those who had
put him to shame in the pit
(cf. Gen. 42:24).

Our Lord is the judge of those
who crucified him.

E. 111—114; 115-118

Joseph said quite openly to his
brothers, making them fear
and tremble, “I am Joseph,
whom you sold [into slavery],
but now I rule over you,
though you did not want it.”

The Lord showed the cross in
an image formed of light to
those who crucified him, and
they recognized the cross itself
and the Son of God, who was
crucified by them.

E. 84-100;

- 101-110

When ruling over Egypt,
Joseph received authority
against his enemies, and his
brothers were brought will-
ingly before the tribunal of the
one who had died through
them; they were brought to
prostrate themselves with fear
and trembling before the one
who had been sold by them to
death, and with fear they
prostrated themselves before
Joseph, whom they had not
wanted to be king over them.
But Joseph, recognizing his
brothers, revealed them as
murderers by a single word.
They, when they realized,
stood dumbfounded in great
shame, not daring to utter,

So, too, on that fearful day
when the Lord comes on the
clouds of the air, he will take
his seat on the throne of his
kingdom, and all his enemies
will be brought, bound by
fearsome angels, before the
judgment seat— all those who
did not want him to rule over
them. For the lawless Jews
thought then that if he were
crucified he would die as a
human, the wretches not
being persuaded that God had
come, for salvation, to save
our souls.

N. 44:6; 44:7

Joseph revealed himself to his
brothers in the inner chamber
(cf. Gen. 45:1).

The Lord of Joseph revealed
himself to his disciples in the
upper room.

A. C. 144:28;
144:19—21

The brothers recognized
Joseph on the second occasion.

At the Second Coming of our
Lord will the congregation
recognize and know that he is

the Christ.

A. 2139

Joseph died and was buried in
Egypt (cf. Gen. 50:26).

Jesus died and was buried in
Jerusalem.

A. 2139

Joseph’s brothers took his
bones up from Egypt (cf. Ex.

13:19).

The Father raised Jesus up
from the grave/sheol and took
his body with him to heaven
without corruption.
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"An epic poem in twelve hooks Is attributed either to Ephrem or to Balar

s "Syriac literature is particularly rich in poems on Joseph.2 An epic poem in twelve books is
attributed either to Ephrem or to Balai,3 and there are mimre on him by both Narsai and
Jacob of Serugh.? Besides these there is a prose narrative falsely attributed to Basil,>
several anonymous narrative poems, and some dialogue sughyotho.” - Sebastian Brock, “A
Syriac Dialogue between Joseph and Benjamin,” Collectanea Christiana Orientalia 18
(2021): 7-19 (pp. 7-8).



https://www.uco.es/revistas/index.php/cco/article/view/1186
https://www.uco.es/revistas/index.php/cco/article/view/1186
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Narsal, “On Joseph and Benjamin, sons or our father Jacoh

11.

12.

13.

14.

[Joseph] Recount it to me rightly; reveal the truth and tell  19. [Joseph] Arise, (my) boy, and go and take my garments to

me: Whom did Joseph resemble? (My) boy, reveal and the old man Jacob; show him my likeness and tell him
explain to me. that Joseph is alive.

[Benjamin] Joseph has no resemblance either among 20. He had breathed the scent of the dead, (but now) the old
kings or among slaves. There is one person to whom | man Jacob said, ‘(Itis) the scent of a dead man who has
would liken him, but I am afraid to tell you. come alive; (my) boy, reveal to me the truth.’
[Benjamin] My lord king, he resembles you, and his face is - Narsai, "On Joseph and Benjamin, sons or our father
like your face; the scent that comes to me from you is like Jacob."

the scent of my brother Jacob. Translated by Sebastian Brock, “A Syriac Dialogue between

Weeping befell between them and they began to embrace Joseph and Benjamin,” Collectanea Christiana Orientalia
one another. They were asking each other all that had 18(2021): 7-19 (p. 16).
happened to them. ...
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Joseph in Islamic History of Ideas

% "The story of Joseph in the Qur'an is among the favorites of :
Muslims in general. It is considered the 'best of stories’ (Q i
12:3), because it is a more or less extended and consistent
narrative, unlike other suras of the Quran. According to al-

Tha'labt (d. 428/1036), the author of a gisas l-anbiya , the story
of Joseph is the most beautiful ‘because of the lesson concealed
in it, on account of Yusuf's generosity and its wealth of matter,
in which prophets, angels, devils, jinn, men, animals, birds,
rulers, and subjects play a part'” (p. 227)

% Todd Lawson, “Typological Figuration and the Meaning of
'Spiritual’: The Qur anic Story of Joseph,” Journal of the
American Oriental Society, Vol. 132, No. 2 (April-June 2012), pp.
221-244 (24 pages). [JSTOR]


https://vid.alarabiya.net/images/2017/02/19/fe2dbad2-c0d9-4c95-895e-1fd8ef6a2666/fe2dbad2-c0d9-4c95-895e-1fd8ef6a2666.jpg?width=801&format=jpg
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Joseph is on par with other Quranic Prophets

Qur'an 6:84


https://corpus.quran.com/translation.jsp?chapter=6&verse=84
https://corpus.quran.com/translation.jsp?chapter=6&verse=84
https://corpus.quran.com/translation.jsp?chapter=6&verse=84
https://corpus.quran.com/translation.jsp?chapter=6&verse=84
https://corpus.quran.com/translation.jsp?chapter=6&verse=84
https://corpus.quran.com/translation.jsp?chapter=6&verse=84
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“God will never send forth a Messenger after him™ [Joseph|.

Quran 40:34


https://corpus.quran.com/translation.jsp?chapter=40&verse=34
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43

“Send him [Joseph] forth with us tomorrow

Quran 12:11-12


https://corpus.quran.com/translation.jsp?chapter=12&verse=11
https://corpus.quran.com/translation.jsp?chapter=12&verse=12

JOSEPH IN RELIGIOUS HISTORY AND THE BAHA'l WRITINGS

L4

The History of al-Tabari, Vol. II: Prophets and Patriarchs

al-Tabari
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Commentary

NG
0‘0

“In the course of telling the story of Joseph and the relationship implied for the current
audience, Muhammad himself is seen, by virtue of his spiritual/typological kinship with all
of the prophets and messengers, as being reunited with his true family, who in the very act
of reunion/recognition (cf. irfan, ma rifa) are given a new measure of divine guidance,

another revelation. “ (p. 226)

Todd Lawson, “Typological Figuration and the Meaning of ‘Spiritual’: The Qur anic Story of
Joseph,” Journal of the American Oriental Society, Vol. 132, No. 2 (April-June 2012), pp.
221-244 (24 pages). [JSTOR]
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Joseph In the Writings of the Bab
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Joseph in the Writings of the Bab

NG
0‘0

NG
%

It is to the covenant of this Promised One that the Bab alludes in
chapter 38 of the Qayyim al-Asma’": ‘God, in his Greatest Day
(Yawmihi al-Akbar), will enter into a strong covenant with the
people.’ In the same chapter he says: ‘Be watchful for the
Greatest Day of God (Yawm Allah al-Akbar). This Greatest Day is
the day of the advent of Yasuf (Joseph) as the Qayyum, for whom
the Qayyum al-Asma’is titled. The Bab was the Qa'im while the
Promised One of the Babi dispensation would be the Qayyim.

Nosratollah Mohammadhosseini, “The Commentary on the Sura
of Joseph,” A Most Noble Pattern: Collected Essays on the
Writings of the Bab, ‘Ali Muhammad Shirazi (1819-1850), edited
by Todd Lawson and Omid Ghaemmaghami (Oxford: George
Ronald, 2012), pp. 6-27 (p.17).




The OQayyumu'l-Asma
As “the same Qur'an”
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The Qayyumu'l-Asma’ “is verily the same Qur'an which was sent down in the past”

The Bab


http://www.bahai.org/r/926008802
http://www.bahai.org/r/926008802
http://www.bahai.org/r/926008802
http://www.bahai.org/r/926008802

Gnostic Apocalypse and Islam

Qur'an, exegesis, messianism, and the
iterary origins of the Babi religion

Todd Lawson

Reviews

Baha'i Studies Review, Volume 18 © Intellect Ltd 2012
Reviews. English language. doi: 10.1386/bsr.18.153/5

Gnostic Apocalypse and Islam: Qur’an, Exegesis, Messianism,
and the Literary Origins of the Babi Religion. Todd Lawson.’
(2011)

London and New York: Routledge. 230 pp.

ISBN 978-0-415-49539-4 (hbk), £85.00

Reviewed by Christopher Buck, Pennsylvania State University
Email: BuckPhD@gmail.com

Structure and Overview

The spirit is willing, but the text is deep. To plumb its depths, an extended
review of Gnostic Apocalypse and Islam is needed to explore Todd Lawson’s
analysis of the early work of Sayyid ‘AlT-Muhammad Shirazi (1819—50), known
as the Bab (‘the Gate’), prophet-founder of the Babi religion (which later
evolved into the Baha'i Faith). According to Lawson, the Bab’s ‘first public
heretical act was to compose/reveal a new Qur'an — “the true Qur'an™ (21),
which is the Tafsir Sdrat Yasuf (‘Commentary on the Sura of Joseph’) —
also known as the Qayydm al-Asma’ (10) and the Ahsan al-Qisas (‘Best of
Stories’), the name that the Qur’an itself gives to the Sura of Joseph (Q.
12:3). This ‘public heretical act’ — and others — was as brazen as it was bril-
liant, and ultimately cost the Bab his life, with his public execution on g July
1850 in Tabriz, Persia (Iran). The TafsTr Sdrat Ydsuf, composed/revealed in
40 consecutive days (29) in mid-1844, when the Bab was 25 years old (28),
is thus the subject matter of Lawson’s monograph.



https://www.academia.edu/20337805/Review_of_Todd_Lawson_Gnostic_Apocalypse_and_Islam_Qur_an_Exegesis_Messianism_and_the_Literary_Origins_of_the_Babi_Religion_2012_Published_June_23_2015_
https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/61grdXcxvNL.jpg

Joseph “symbolizing
“a progression of historical figures
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The Symbolism of Joseph in the Writings of the Bab

%+ The Surih of Joseph, in contrast, relates the story of the life of one person, Joseph. But the Bab’s commentary

interprets Joseph's life as symbolizing major turning points in sacred history and Joseph himself as a
progression of historical figures: in addition to representing himself, Joseph also symbolizes Imam Husayn,

the Bab, and the Promised One of the Babi Dispensation.

In this way, we can see, the truth of the Qayyumu’l-Asma’ becomes manifest in the Persian Bayan. The station
of Joseph symbolizes the divinity of the Point, the station of the sheer revelation of God and of absolute
Divine Unity. The martyrdom of Husayn also symbolizes the same station; thus the Bab is Joseph and Husayn,
and will return as Husayn (that is, Baha'u’llah) in His next Revelation.

- Nader Saiedi, Gate of the Heart: Understanding the Writings of the Bab (Ottawa and Waterloo, ON:
Association for Bahd'i Studies and Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 2008), pp. 119 and 272 (emphasis added).



Joseph as Joseph himself
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“In addition to representing himself, Joseph

The Bab
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“In addition to representing himself, Joseph

Quran 12:11-12


https://corpus.quran.com/translation.jsp?chapter=12&verse=11
https://corpus.quran.com/translation.jsp?chapter=12&verse=12
https://corpus.quran.com/translation.jsp?chapter=12&verse=12
https://corpus.quran.com/translation.jsp?chapter=12&verse=12
https://corpus.quran.com/translation.jsp?chapter=12&verse=12
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“In addition to representing himself, Joseph

The Bab



Joseph as Muhammad (“Seal’)
and as Moses
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“Joseph also symbolizes™ the Prophet Muhammad (and Moses)

The Bab



Joseph as Imam Husayn
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“Joseph also symbolizes Imam Husayn™ ... “the true Joseph”

The Bab


http://www.bahai.org/r/975616563
http://www.bahai.org/r/975616563
http://www.bahai.org/r/975616563
http://www.bahai.org/r/975616563
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“Joseph also symbolizes Imam Husayn

The Bab



Joseph as the Bah
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“Joseph also symbolizes ... the Bab™ “the true Joseph

The Bab


http://www.bahai.org/r/975616563
http://www.bahai.org/r/975616563
http://www.bahai.org/r/975616563
http://www.bahai.org/r/975616563

Joseph as the “Return” of the Bah
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“Joseph also symbolizes ... the Promised One of the Babi Dispensation”

The Bab


http://www.bahai.org/r/975616563
http://www.bahai.org/r/975616563
http://www.bahai.org/r/975616563
http://www.bahai.org/r/975616563
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Commentary

% In this way, we can see, the truth of the Qayyumu’l-Asma’ becomes manifest in the Persian
Bayan. The station of Joseph symbolizes the divinity of the Point, the station of the sheer
revelation of God and of absolute Divine Unity. The martyrdom of Husayn also symbolizes the

same station; thus the Bab is Joseph and Husayn, and will return as Husayn (that is, Baha'u'llah)
in His next Revelation.

% - Nader Saiedi, Gate of the Heart: Understanding the Writings of the Bab (Ottawa and Waterloo,
ON: Association for Baha'i Studies and Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 2008), p. 272 (emphasis
added).



Baha u llah as the “Return” of Husayn
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“In truth, this I1s Husayn’

Baha'u'llah


http://www.bahai.org/r/107788893
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“Stand ashamed hefore My beauty”

Baha'u'llah


http://www.bahai.org/r/107788893

Baha u'llah as the Qayyum
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“Indeed the Qayyum has come to you”

Baha'u'llah



Baha u llah as the
“Joseph of Baha (Yusuf al-Baha')"
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Baha'u'llah as “Joseph of Baha™ (Yusuf al-Baha')’

The Bab



JOSEPH IN RELIGIOUS HISTORY AND THE BAHA'l WRITINGS

75

Baha'u'llah as “Joseph of Baha™ (Yusuf al-Baha')’

The Bab


https://hurqalya.ucmerced.edu/node/195

76
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Joseph in the Writings of Baha u'llah




SHRINE OF BAHA’U’LLAH

l 4

‘AKKA AREA, ISRAEL



https://bmb.imgix.net/1974351/1974351-master.jpg?q=90&fm=webp&fit=clip&w=2048&h=1365
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Joseph in the Writings of Baha u'llah

N
%°*

Selected passages, presented below, accentuate
certain salient motifs from the Joseph saga -
and thus the importance of Joseph as an ideal
figure for conceptualizing and appreciating the
person and work of Baha'u'llah.

From the Kitab-i-Iqan, an interesting comment
on a verse in the Qur'an in which it is asserted
that no "independent Prophet” would appear
after Joseph - with such close-mindedness
characterized as a “spiritual disease.”
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https://bmb.imgix.net/1953675/1953675-master.jpg?q=90&fm=webp&fit=clip&w=2048&h=1365
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"And Joseph came to you aforetime with clear tokens™

Baha'u'llah
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“Most of the people have become afflicted with the same spiritual disease”

Baha'u'llah


http://www.bahai.org/r/347595259
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“Inour Qa'im ... four signs from four Prophets, Moses, Jesus, Joseph, and Muhammad"

Baha'u'llah


http://www.bahai.org/r/675492591
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“Joseph of Baha™: Declaration to Mystics

Baha'u'llah


http://www.bahai.org/r/794820335
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“The divine Joseph™

Baha'u'llah


http://www.bahai.org/r/538687192
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“Joseph of faithfulness™ with “fragrances of enlightenment”

Baha'u'llah


http://www.bahai.org/r/467955456
http://www.bahai.org/r/467955456
http://www.bahai.org/r/467955456
http://www.bahai.org/r/467955456
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“The sweet-smelling savor of My garment’

Baha'u'llah


http://www.bahai.org/r/304611242

JOSEPH IN RELIGIOUS HISTORY AND THE BAHA'l WRITINGS

86

Metaphor of the fragrant “garment’

Baha'u'llah


http://www.bahai.org/r/722701372
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The Bab identifies Baha'u'llah as the “true Joseph”

Baha'u'llah


http://www.bahai.org/r/551202111
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“Shoghi Effendi draws a parallel between ..."

Baha'u'llah


http://www.bahai.org/r/551202111
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“Bartered away the Divine Joseph for the most paltry of prices

Baha'u'llah


http://www.bahai.org/r/946125932
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Joseph in the Writings of ‘Abdu’'{-Baha



SHRINE OF ‘ABDU’L-BAHA, CENTER OF THE COVENANT

NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION (DESIGN CONCEPT

“NIGHTTIME BIRD’S-EYE VIEW”)



https://www.datocms-assets.com/6348/1568952855-design-concept-shrine-abdulbaha-unveiled-05.jpg?w=1200&amp;h=1000&amp;auto=format&amp;q=55&amp;fit=max?w=880&q=70
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Joseph in the Writings of ‘Abdu’(-Baha

% Here, we see a creative and extensive use of
selected Josephian metaphors from the
constellation of salient motifs drawn from
the rich legacy of the Joseph saga, as
presented in the following slides.



https://www.datocms-assets.com/6348/1568952850-design-concept-shrine-abdulbaha-unveiled-03.jpg?w=1200&amp;h=1000&amp;auto=format&amp;q=55&amp;fit=max?w=880&q=70
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“The Bah .. .hath identified Joseph as the Manifest Beauty” [Baha'u’llah]

‘Abdu'l-Baha


http://www.bahai.org/r/902615050
http://www.bahai.org/r/902615050
http://www.bahai.org/r/902615050
http://www.bahai.org/r/902615050
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“Joseph rose from the depths of the pit to reach the apex of heaven

‘Abdu'l-Baha
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“All these hanishments hecame the cause of the illumination of the East and the West”

‘Abdu'l-Baha


http://www.bahai.org/r/589430752
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“Mirza Yahya, like a venomous viper, pierced the blessed body of Baha u'llah”

‘Abdu'l-Baha
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“He cast the Joseph of the Egypt of Existence into the depths of a darksome pit”

‘Abdu'l-Baha
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"All this, In order to cause the Eternal Covenant to be brought to naught

‘Abdu'l-Baha


http://www.bahai.org/r/014022042
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“Alluring as a Joseph in the Egypt of the spirit’

‘Abdu'l-Baha


http://www.bahai.org/r/161140043
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“The robe of the Joseph of the all-glorious and unseen Kingdom is dyed with blood™

‘Abdu'l-Baha


http://www.bahai.org/r/109288458
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“Diffuse the sweet savours of Thy holiness in this nether world”

‘Abdu'l-Baha
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“They bartered away the Joseph of Thy remembrance for the most paltry of prices”

‘Abdu'l-Baha


http://www.bahai.org/r/897554103
http://www.bahai.org/r/897554103
http://www.bahai.org/r/897554103
http://www.bahai.org/r/897554103
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“Perfume ... seekers with the fragrance of the robe of the divine Joseph”

‘Abdu'l-Baha


http://www.bahai.org/r/055154208
http://www.bahai.org/r/055154208
http://www.bahai.org/r/055154208
http://www.bahai.org/r/055154208
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“Now the Joseph of the celestial Canaan, the ruler of the Egypt of the spirit”

‘Abdu'l-Baha
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"Among those who are enamoured by the Mystic Beloved"

‘Abdu'l-Baha


http://www.bahai.org/r/553841333

JOSEPH IN RELIGIOUS HISTORY AND THE BAHA'l WRITINGS 106

“Ye have smelled the musk of faithfulness from Joseph's raiment’

‘Abdu'l-Baha


http://www.bahai.org/r/758231529
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Thou shalt behold slandering women exclaiming, “This is no other than a noble angel.”

‘Abdu'l-Baha


http://www.bahai.org/r/588113243
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Joseph in the Writings of Shoghi Effendi




RESTING PLACE OF SHOGHI EFFENDI, GUARDIAN OF THE BAHA’l FAITH

IN THE GREAT NORTHERN CEMETERY, LONDON



https://bmb.imgix.net/4965724/4965724-master.jpg?q=90&fm=webp&fit=clip&w=2048&h=1365
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Joseph in the Writings of Shoghi Effendi

% The primary “purpose” of the Qayyumu’l-Asma’,
according to Shoghi Effendi, was "to forecast what the
true Joseph (Baha'u'llah) would endure.” (See next
slide.)

% Mirza Yahya's egregious and unrelenting opposition
to Bahd'u’llah was "more perfidious than the conduct
of the sons of Jacob towards Joseph their brother.”
(See slide after next.)

** This resulted in “the heaviest blow ever sustained by
Him in His lifetime.” (See third slide to follow.)



https://bmb.imgix.net/1376630/1376630-master.jpg?q=90&fm=webp&fit=clip&w=2048&h=1365
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“Purpose” of the QA “to forecast what the true Joseph (Baha u'llah) would endure”

Shoghi Effend


http://www.bahai.org/r/488745356
http://www.bahai.org/r/488745356
http://www.bahai.org/r/488745356
http://www.bahai.org/r/488745356
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“More perfidious than the conduct of the sons of Jacob towards Joseph their brother’

Shoghi Effend



JOSEPH IN RELIGIOUS HISTORY AND THE BAHA'l WRITINGS 113

“This supreme crisis Baha u'llah Himself designated as the Ayyam-i-Shidad”

Shoghi Effend


http://www.bahai.org/r/573198624
http://www.bahai.org/r/573198624
http://www.bahai.org/r/573198624
http://www.bahai.org/r/573198624
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Conclusions
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Evaluative Thesis & Predicative Thesis

% Evaluative thesis: Just as the story of Joseph is the “best of stories” (Qur'an 12:3), the metaphor of
Joseph is the "best of metaphors.”

¢ Predicative thesis: The Qurianic Joseph is the single most comprehensive, extensive, pervasive
symbol and allegory of the Bab, Bahad'u'llah, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha in the Baha'i Writings.

% The Joseph tradition spans the full range of the Abrahamic faiths of Judaism, Christianity, Islam, the
Babi religion and the Bahd'i Faith (including others as well, such as the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints, et al.).

% Assuch, the Joseph saga, all told, represents not only the “best of stories” but the “best of
metaphors” as well.
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(Questions & Discussion




