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Baha'i Principles & the Salvation of Democracy




Locke’s 1885-1154
Significance

First African American Rhodes
Scholar (1907).

Co-organizer of first “Race Amity”
conference (1921).

Editor of “our first national book,”
The New Negro (1925).

“Father of Multiculturalism” (1999).

“Martin Luther King of African
American culture” (2004).




Alsin Locke
Tribute by U.S. Census Bureau

U.S. Census
Bureau,
Profile America.

Black History
Month, 15
Feb. 2005.

Play audio.

2005




Alain Locke Residence:
African American Heritage Trail

For Black History Month
2006, Mayor Anthony
Williams, Cultural
Tourism DC, & the DC
Historic Preservation.
Office have designated the
Alain Locke Residence in_
Logan Circle (1326 R
Street, NW) as a future
African-American.
Heritage Trail marker.
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“Father of Multiculturalism”
Birth of Cultural Pluralism

Thanksgiving Dinner episode.

Locke rejected by Southern American Rbodes
Scholars. Horace Kallen invites to tea.

Locke asks: “What difference does the
difference {of racel make?” Term “cultural
pluralism” coined.

Kallen credited with “cultural pluralism.”

But Locke called “father of multiculturalism.”

1907
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Oxford
Cosmopolitan Club 1407 * 1910
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Abdu’1-Baha, leader of the Baliali Faith
when Dr. Alain Locke joined®in"1918.
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ABDUE B BAMA.

Revolution in Rcl‘wknc Wonlip.

Ou  Tuesday, Apeidl 234, Abdee
Bahs the veperable Persan, leader
of the Bahas movesnens, which bas
several millicas of followers theough-
out the world, and 1 attracting <on-
siderable attention In \\'uhmgmn
addresscd the student and faculty
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1912

— Rankin Chapel, 23 April 1912
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— 24 April 1912, Talk at Home of Andrew
J. Dyer; 1937 Thirteenth Street, NW,
Washington, D.C.

1912
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Old First Congregational Church, 10th & G NW (1930)
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First Congregational Church
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1923
1953




LLocke Meets
Shoghi Eftendi

Two Oxford men met.
Locke was deeply impressed.
Locke publishes “Impressions of Haifa.”

Later, in 1930, Shoghi Effendi will ask

Locke for feedback on translation of
the Book of Certitude.
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Travel Teaching
with Louis Gregory

Little-known fact:

In February 1926 (soon after The
New Negro was published in
December 1925),

Locke was travel teaching in the
Deep South with Louis Gregory:.

1926
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1926




Shoghi Eftendi called upon Locke
as the person “best fitted to render him
[Shoghi Effendil an assistance” in
giving critical feedback on the
translation itself, requesting that
Locke “go over it carefully, studying
every sentence — its structure as well as
choice of words — and giving him your
[Locke’s} criticism as well as
constructive suggestions that would
make it more lucid, English [sic] and
forceful” He adds, “Shoghi Effendi is
fully aware of the many duties you
have and how pressing your time 1s, and
had he known of an equally fitting
person be would surely have saved you
the trouble. Yet be finds himself to be
compelled.” — On behalf of Shoghi
Effendi to Locke (15 Feb. 1930).
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1931




1933




View from Carmel

1934
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1940




Judge James
S. Watson
with Alain
Locke, Nnamdi
Azikiwe,
[K.O.]?
Mbadwie,
Eleanor
Roosevelt, and
Clarence Holt.
Judge James
S. Watson
Photograph
Collection.
Photo by
Campbell &
Harper. New
York Public
Library Digital
Gallery.
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1941 [.ocke & Eleanor
Roosevelt

This event clearly illustrates
Locke’s national reputation.

It also shows a rare political
willingness to value and support
the cultural contributions of
African Americans.
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1943 * 1944




1950

Left to right:

James M. Nabrit, Jr.
(Law)

Charles Drew (Medicine)
Sterling Brown (English)
E. Franklin Frazier
(Sociology) Rayford W.
Logan (history)

Alain LeRoy Locke
(Philosophy) Courtesy
Moorland-Spingarn
Research Center,
Howard University
Archives

66 99
Race Men
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1952

- \l \‘ ‘
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Photo of Alain Locke appears on page 39
alongside Robert 5. Abbott, publisher of
The Chicago Defender.
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Alam Locke & Ralph l Bunche at mstallatlon
.. of charter members of Phi Beta Kappa at
Howard University

W - . -




“What Booker I
Washington had
been to the Negro
and the American.
idea in the field of
material skills and
material
achievement,
Alain Locke was
in the field of the
sperit.”

— Horace Kallen.
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Democracy Defined

Alain Locke ® (MSRC, Box 164-141, Folder 14)

In a democracy built out of many peoples by this
great historical process of immigration, the only safe
principle of democracy is that embodied in this
conception of democracy:—A democracy is a system of
government and corporate living in which there is no
distinction between minority and majority rights; and under
which life is safe and equally abundant for all minorities. In
historical perspectivel,} this is really the distinctive
foundationlal} principle of American life. Our task
today is to make America truly and consistently
American.
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[OCI(e ¢ Ta"mlega Co"ege (1941)




Democracy Achieved
Locke ® “Stretching Our Social Mind ™ (1944,

unpuLJ

Just as world-mindedness must dominate and
remould nation-mindedness, so we must transforn.
eventually race-mindedness into human-mindedness.

The intelligent and effective righting of our racial
wrongs and handicaps involves pleading and righting
the cause of any and all oppressed minorities.
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Local Democracy
Locke ® Talladega College (1941)

It may be a little daring in the time we have at our disposal, but let
us put on seven-league boots and trace democracy—one of the
great social concepts. Both in concept and in practice democracy
began in Greece—in the Greek city state. In its day it was a great.
achievement, but in that day democracy was a concept of local citizenship.

Our nearest approach to it is the kind of fellowship we find in
college fraternities and sororities in which the bonds are of “like-
mindedness” excluding others. The rim of the Greek concept of
democracy was the barbarian: it was then merely the principle of
fraternity within a narrow, limited circle. There was a dignity
accorded to each member on the basis of membership in the
group. It excluded foreigners, slaves and women.
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Ballé,i P rinciple—“{: amilg an(J Social
Developmen][” (]une 1994)

] teach the values of
democracy, human rights, social responsibility, tolerance
and peace

B Social progress
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Baha't Principle—UH] to NSA (10 Apxil 2001)

arena of
democracy at the very root of society
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Moral Democracy
Locke ® Talladega College (1941)

Christianity was responsible for the introduction of the next
great revision in the concept of democracy. We owe to
Christianity one of the great basic ideals of democracy—the ideal of
the moral equality of human beings. The Christian ideal of
democracy was in its initial stages more democratic than it
subsequently became. ...

Christianity was thus a crusading ideal in bringing humanity
into wider association. But the Christian church was a political
institution and in making compromises often failed in bringing
about real human equality.
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Bahai P rinciple—B]C, “The Searcll ][or Values in
an Age 0][ Iransition” (Oc’coljer 2005 )

A commitment
to democracy

moral exercise

B  healthy democracy founded on the principle of the
equality of men and women

inclusion of women in all
facets of governance
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Political Democracy
Locke ® Talladega College (1941)

The third great step in democracy came from Protestant lands and
people who evolved the ideal of political equality: (1)
equality before the law; political citizenship.

This political democracy pivoted on individualism, and the
freedom of the individual in terms of what we know as the
fundamental rights of man. It found its best expression in the
historic formula of “Liberty, equality and fraternity.” ...

In the perspective of democracy’ long evolution, we must regard
our countrys history as a progressive process of democratization,

not yet fully achieved.
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Bahé,i P rinciple—()ne Common Fai]cll (2006)

Baha’v’llah’s Tablet to Queen

Victoria expresses emphatic praise of the principle of
democratic and constitutional government

The governments of the world are called upon
to convene an international consultative body
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Bahai P rinciple—B]C, “The Searcll ][or Values in
an Age 0][ Iransition” (Oc’coljer 2005 )

[ ] commitment
to democracy

@ Through participation and unity of purpose, consultation
becomes the operating expression of justice in human affairs.
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Economic Democracy
Locke ® Talladega College (1941)

The fourth crucial stage in the enlargement of democracy began,
I think, with the income tax amendment. Woodrow Wilson tried
to put into operation {as} an extension of democracy ... In this
country for many generations we thought we had economic

equality.

What we really had was a frontier expansion which developed
such surpluses and offered such practical equality of opportunity
as to give us the illusion of economic equality. We later learned
that we did not have economic democracy, and that in order to have this,
we must have guaranteed to all citizens certain minimal standards of
l1ving and the right to earn a living.
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Bal’lé,i Principle—“BaLé '1' In]ternajtional
Communi‘tg: His‘mrg 0][ Achive Cooperaﬁon with
the United Nations (2000)

B Economic justice and cooperation.
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Cultural Democracy
Locke ® Talladega College (1941)

This fifth phase is the struggle for cultural democracy, and rests on the concept.

of the right of difference,—that is, the guarantee of the rights of minorities.
Again in the colonial days, we achieved the basic ideals of this crucial

aspect of democracy, but scarcely realized them in fact. ...

These contemporary problems of democracy can be vividly sensed if
we realize that the race question is at the very beart of this struggle for
cultural democracy. ...

The fact that a man cannot afford to buy a decent house for his
family involves the problem of economic inequality; but ... the man.
who through social prejudice is refused the purchase of a house though be can.
afford to buy it confronts us with an example of cultural inequality.
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Balné,i P rinciple—“Developmen]c, Democracg
and Human Rights™ (1993)

cultural
rights
political © = economic

rights
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Balné’i P rinciple—“Developmen]c, Democracg
and Human Rights™ (1993)

civil and political
rights rights in the area of economic, social,
and cultural life
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Racial Democracy
Locke ® The Washington Star (7 Nov. 1943)

There must be complete consistency between what
democracy professes and what democracy practices.

Public opinion in America has got to be sold on
racial democracy. Now is the time for the people to
face this question. Race equality alone can secure world
peace. ...

To save the United States from moral bankruptcy we
must solve the color problem.
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BaLé,i P rinciple—BlC, “One Same
Sulos][ance” (QOO1>

attempt to distinguish separate “races” or “peoples” in
the contemporary world as artificial and misleading
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Bahai P rinciple—B]C, “The Searcll ][or Values in
an Age 0][ Iransition” (Oc’coljer 2005 )

a integration of minority groups in
democratic processes is of critical importance

a promote
democracy, to strive for the full inclusion of minorities
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Social Democracy

%

[OCI(G ¢ “Teacliing Democracg (unpula.)

It is a sad irony that the social institution most
committed and potentially most capable of
implementing social democracy should actually be the
weakest and most inconsistent, organized religion.

Of all the segregated bodies, the racially separate church is the
saddest and most obviously self-contradicting. The separate
Negro church, organized in self-defensive protest, is
nonetheless just as anaomolous {sicl, though perhaps,
more pardonably so.
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Social Democracy

[OCLG ¢ 17”1 Balmi,i Congress (1925>

The working out of social democracy can be accomplished
here. To this end we should not think in little arcs of
experience, but in the big, comprehensive way. Let
our country reform its own heart and life. Needed
reforms cannot be worked out by the action of any

one group, but a fine sense of cooperation must
secure universal fellowship. ...

In final analysis, peace cannot exist anywhbere without.
existing everywhere.
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Balné,i P rinciple—()ne Common Fai]cll (2006)

@ Democratic decision-making has fundamentally
altered the relationship of the individual to
authority:.

-
of virtually every

ethnic, cultural, social and religious background

through democratically
elected institutions
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Spiritual Democracy
Locke ® “The Gospel of the Twentieth Century”

The gospel for the Twentieth Century rises out of the
heart of its greatest problems. ... Much bas been.

accomplished in the name of Democracy, but Spiritual
Democracy, its largest and most inner meaning, is so below

our common horizons.

And we must begin heroically with the great apparent
irreconcilables; the East and the West, the black man.

and the self-arrogating Anglo-Saxon, for unless these are
reconciled, the salvation of society in this world cannot be.
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Spiritual Democracy
Locke ® “The Gospel of the Twentieth Century”

The word of God is still insistent, and more emphatic as the
human redemption delays and becomes more crucial, and we
have what Dr. Elsemont [Esslemont} rightly calls
Babaw'llabs “one great trumpet-call to humanity”:

“That all nations shall become one in faith, and all men as
brothers; that the bonds of affection and unity between
the sons of men should be strengthened; that diversity of
religion should cease, and dzfferences of race be annulled ...
These strifes and this bloodshed and discord must cease,
and all men be as one kindred and family.{”]
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Bahé,i P rinciple—()ne Common Fai][ll (2006)

the resulting moral principles
have repeatedly translated themselves into universal
codes of law,
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World Democracy

[OCLG ¢ W[own Meeﬁng” (1 ]une 1942)

The fact is, the idealistic exponents of world unity and
human brotherhood have throughout the ages and even
today expected their figs to grow from thistles.

We cannot expect to get international bread from sociological stone
whether it be the granite of national self-sufficiency, the flint of
racial antagonisms, or the adamant of religious partisanship. . . .

The question pivots, therefore, not on the desirability of
world unity, but upon the more realistic issue of its

practicability.
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World Democracy

Locke ® KMYR, Denver (6 August 1944,

Just as the foundation of democracy as a national
principle made necessary the declaration of the basic
equality of persons, so the founding of international

democracy must guarantee the basic equality of
human groups.
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BaLé,i P rinciple—Cen]turg 0][ [igL]c (2001)

{1963l

history’s
first global democratic election

free and democratic
election by the mass of the faithful of the Body that constitutes
the sole legislative organ

(GPB 326)
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Bahai P rinciple—B]C, L erspective: Some
[houghts on Elections™ (2001

B The rise of democracy and democratic processes worldwide
is a positive trend.

few truly democratic institutions in existence
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Salvation of Democracy
Locke ® "America s Part in World Peace (1995)

America’s democracy must begin at home with a
spiritual fusion of all her constituent peoples in
brotherhood, and in an actual mutuality of life. ...

Until it establishes itself in human hearts, it can
never institutionally flourish. ...

Baha’i Principles and the leavening of our national life
with their power; is to be regarded as the salvation of
democracy. In this way only can the fine professions of
American ideals be realized.
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BaLé,i P rinciple—BlC, W[Le P rosperily 0][
Humanldml” (3 MarCL 1995 )

such principles can operate only within a culture
that is essentially democratic in spirit and method
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“Find your larger self in some
group project and realize the
philosophy of a fine African
proverb that says, ‘Through
others | am somebody.’””

“The highest education is the
education that has the
greatest social coefficient; the
lowest that has the largest
personal coefficient, certainly
if that be purchased at the
sacrifice of the former.”

— Alain Locke, “The
Command of the Spirit”
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