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“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?”

Introduction

❖ The recent provisional translation of 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s talk on 19 June 1913, in 
the Hotel Sultání, Port Said, Egypt, sheds 
new light on ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s previous talks 
on 15 November 1912 and 2 December 
1912, in which ‘Abdu’l-Bahá responded to 
questions as to what is “new” in 
Bahá’u’lláh’s teachings. 

❖ The 19 June 1913 talk — which has a 
Persian text (awaiting authentication and 
authorized translation) — features a key 
rhetorical question which, literally 
translated, asks: “In which [holy] book is 
this?”  

❖ This answer in the form of  question is 
then repeated five more times, as if for 
emphasis.
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On 15 November 1912, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá was asked:  
“What has Bahá’u’lláh brought 

that we have not heard before?”

The Promulgation of Universal Peace 
www.bahai.org/r/591469335
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http://www.bahai.org/r/591469335


On 2 December 1912, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá was asked:  
“You have asked me what new principles 
have been revealed by Him.” (Bahá’u’lláh)

The Promulgation of Universal Peace 
www.bahai.org/r/322194491 
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“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?”

Hotel Sultání in Port Sa‘íd, Egypt (19 June 1913)

❖ In the afternoon of June 17th 1913, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá landed at 
Port Said. […]  

❖ As the hotel in which they were to be housed proved too 
small for their numbers and activities, a huge tent of the 
type which Egyptians used for public functions was pitched 
on the roof of the hotel. There were constant gatherings 
under the shade of that tent. Meetings were held there at 
which ‘Abdu’l-Bahá oftentimes spoke. […]  

❖ Another day, under that tent, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, looking at the 
ranks assembled, said it was truly remarkable that such a 
gathering had been made possible. 

❖ Hasan M. Balyuzi, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The Centre of the Covenant 
of Bahá’u’lláh (Oxford: George Ronald, 1971), pp. 396–398.
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“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?”

Introduction to “Talk Given by Abdu’l-Baha in Port Sa’id on 19 June 1913”

❖ What follows is a provisional translation (in 
other words, not official or authorized; 
see here for more) of a talk that ‘Abdu’l-Bahá 
gave under a tent pitched on the roof of the 
Hotel Sulṭání in Port Sa‘íd, Egypt, on the 
evening of 19 June 1913. A transcript of the 
original Persian text of this talk has been 
published in Khiṭábát-i-Ḥaḍrat-i-‘Abdu’l-
Bahá, vol. 3, pp. 76–78.  

❖ As the first few sentences of the original 
Persian text of this talk are recorded in the 
second volume of Mírzá Maḥmúd Zarqání’s 
chronicle (see p. 357), it seems reasonable 
to assume that he was the one who 
transcribed the full talk. 

❖ Source: Adib Masumian (translator), 
Introduction to “Talk Given by Abdu’l-Baha in 
Port Sa’id on 19 June 1913.”
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“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?”

Talk Given by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in Port Sa‘íd, Egypt, on 19 June 1913 

❖ Excerpts from provisional translation by Adib 
Masumian, https://adibmasumian.com/
translations/abu0231/. 

❖ Now praised be God that the East is illumined 
and the West perfumed! When we were 
departing Tihrán for Baghdád, there was not a 
single believer along the way. On this 
journey, however, whichever city in the West 
we passed through, we found Bahá’ís there.  

❖ In places that had not heard it before—such as 
Denver, Dublin, Buffalo, Boston, Brooklyn, 
Montclair, Montreal, and so on—the call of 
God was raised: 

❖   “No tumult in the town or city’s there 
    But for the curling lock of the Friend’s hair 
    No stir in all the world does one find now 
    Except the curve of that Companion’s brow.”    

❖ (A verse from an ode by Sa‘dí.)
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“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?”

Talk Given by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in Port Sa‘íd, Egypt, on 19 June 1913 

❖ The call of God was raised in such a way that 
every ear relished it—every soul was stirred 
by it and every mind astonished at it—
inquiring, “What call is this that has been 
raised? What star is this that is rising?”  

❖ One soul would be astounded, another 
would investigate, and yet another would 
adduce proofs.  

❖ They would all declare that the teachings of 
Bahá’u’lláh are truly without peer—that they 
are the spirit of this age and the light of this 
century.
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“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?”

Talk Given by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in Port Sa‘íd, Egypt, on 19 June 1913 

❖ At most, one would object that the Gospel 
includes similar teachings, to which we 
would reply,  

❖ “Among these teachings is the oneness of 
humanity; in which of the Books [of the New 
Testament] can this be found? Show us!  

❖ And universal peace—in what Book is this 
written?  

❖ And that religion must be the cause of love 
and fellowship, and that without these the 
lack of religion would be preferable—in 
which Book is this stated?
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“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?”

Talk Given by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in Port Sa‘íd, Egypt, on 19 June 1913 

❖ And that religion must accord with sound 
reason and accurate science—in what Book is 
this mentioned?  

❖ And equality between men and women—in 
which Book does one find this?  

❖ And the abandonment of sectarian, religious, 
national, political, and racial prejudices—what 
Book contains this?”  

❖ And so on and so forth. 

❖ That is all! 

❖ Provisional translation by Adib Masumian, “Talk 
Given by Abdu’l-Baha in Port Sa’id on 19 
June 1913,” https://adibmasumian.com/
translations/abu0231/. 

❖ See also Persian text on “Ocean of Lights”: 
https://oceanoflights.org/selection-from-talks-
of-abdul-baha-140-fa/.
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“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?”

At most, one would object that the Gospel includes similar teachings, to which we 
would reply, “Among these teachings is the oneness of humanity; in which of the 
Books [of the New Testament] can this be found? Show us! And universal peace—in 
what Book is this written? And that religion must be the cause of love and fellowship, 
and that without these the lack of religion would be preferable—in which Book is this 
stated? And that religion must accord with sound reason and accurate science—in what 
Book is this mentioned? And equality between men and women—in which Book does 
one find this? And the abandonment of sectarian, religious, national, political, and 
racial prejudices—what Book contains this?” And so on and so forth.


—ʻAbdu’l-Bahá (Provisional translation by Adib Masumian.)
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“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?”

 نهايت اعتراض اين بود، اگر نفسی می گفت در انجيل هم شبيه اين تعاليم
 هست، می گفتيم از جمله اين تعاليم وحدت عالم انسانی است، اين در کدام

 کتاب است؟ نشان بدهيد و صلح عمومی است، اين در کدام کتاب است؟ و دين
 بايد سبب محبتّ و الفت باشد، اگر نباشد عدم دين بهتر است، در کدام کتاب
 است؟ و دين بايد مطابق با عقل سليم و علم صحيح باشد، اين در کدام کتاب

 است؟ و مساوات ب[ رجال و نساء، در کدام کتاب است؟ و ترک تعصّب مذهبی
 و دينی و تعصّب وطنی و تعصّب سياسی و تعصّب جنسی است، و اين در

 .کدام کتاب است؟ و از اين قبيل و السّ`م
	Original	Persian	published	in:	Khiṭábát-i-Ḥaḍrat-i-‘Abdu’l-Bahá,	vol.	3,	pp.	76–78.
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Front cover of first edition of 
vol. 1 of Majmú‘iy-Khiṭábát-

i-Ḥaḍrat-i-‘Abdu’l-Bahá, 
printed in Egypt, 1921.

Courtesy of Nima Rafiei 
(17 September 2022).



Front cover of another 
edition of vol. 1 of 

Khiṭábát, with prayer 
by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá.

Image courtesy of Dr. 
Khazeh Fananpazir 
(17 September 2022).



“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?”

Vol. 1 Authenticated by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá (Not Vols. 2 & 3)

❖ “Praise be to God—the All-Glorious, the Most 
Effulgent—through the grace and bounty of the 
Center of the Covenant, this evanescent servant 
successfully compiled the talks from ‘Abdu’l-
Bahá’s first journey to the countries of Europe 
in 1912 AD, equivalent to 1330 AH. They were 
all commended to His luminous and celestial 
sight, and published at His instruction.” 

❖ The lowly, transient servant, 
Maḥmúd Zarqání 

❖ Translation by Adib Masumian (shared with 
permission, 17 September 2022).  

❖ “O Lord, confirm Shaykh Faraj to render service 
at the Sacred Threshold. ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’ Abbás”  

❖ Provisional translation, courtesy of Omid 
Ghaemmaghami (Monday, 26 December 
2011).  
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“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?”

As to the question of the authenticity of the other talks published 
in the three volumes of Majmú‘iy-Khiṭábát-i-Ḥaḍrat-i-‘Abdu’l-Bahá, 
the Research Department has commented that the authenticity of 
each transcript would need to be examined individually. Owing to 
the pressure of work and limited resources, it is not possible for 
the Research Department to undertake such a task at this time.


— Excerpt from a letter, dated 3 January 2022, from the 
Department of the Secretariat to Adib Masumian.
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“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?”

‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Six Port Sa’íd Principles (19 June 1913)

❖ Principle #1: “Among these teachings is the 
oneness of humanity; in which of the Books [of 
the New Testament] can this be found? Show us!  

❖ Principle #2: And universal peace—in what Book 
is this written?  

❖ Principle #3: And that religion must be the cause 
of love and fellowship, and that without these 
the lack of religion would be preferable—in 
which Book is this stated? 

❖ Principle #4: And that religion must accord with 
sound reason and accurate science—in what 
Book is this mentioned?  

❖ Principle #5: And equality between men and 
women—in which Book does one find this?  

❖ Principle #6: And the abandonment of sectarian, 
religious, national, political, and racial 
prejudices—what Book contains this?”
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In the original Persian: 
 این در کدام کتاب است؟

“Ín dar kudám kitáb ast?” 
Literally: “This (ín) in (dar) which (kudám) book (kitáb) is (ast)?” 

“In which book is this?” 

– ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in Port Sa‘íd, Egypt (19 June 1913) 
Provisional translation by Adib Masumian 

Persian text online: https://oceanoflights.org/selection-from-talks-of-abdul-baha-140-fa

19

http://adibmasumian.com/translations/abu0231/
https://oceanoflights.org/selection-from-talks-of-abdul-baha-140-fa


20

❖ ABU0231. Words spoken on 1913-06-19 in Port Said. 
860 words, mixed [Persian/Arabic]. 

❖ Mss: None. Pubs: AYT.379, KHF.189, KHAB.441 (441), 
KHTB3.076, NJB v04#08 p.001.  

❖ Trans: STAB#080x. ...One night, Shaykh 'Abdu'l-Husayn 
the mujtahid told his cohorts about a dream he had....  

❖ Source: A Partial Inventory of the Works of the Central 
Figures of the Bahá’í Faith. Compiled by Steven Phelps. 
Version 2.0.2, 3 November 2020. (“ABU0231” 
reference courtesy of Adib Masumian, Sept. 7, 2022.)

More Info on Port Sa’íd Talk 

http://blog.loomofreality.org/
http://blog.loomofreality.org/
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Therefore, I will speak to you upon 
the distinctive characteristics of 

the manifestation of Bahá’u’lláh …

Talk at Home of Miss Juliet Thompson 

48 West Tenth Street, New York

15 November 1912 

The Promulgation of Universal Peace 
Notes by Hooper Harris
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On November 15, the Master came to our house (48 
West Tenth Street) and gave a most wonderful talk in 
the front room on the first floor to a great crowd of 
people who filled both the front and back rooms and 
the hall.   

I brought George up from the basement and stood 
him on a chair, so that he could see the Master. He 
thought the Master was God and was frightened. 

Driving down to us with Mrs Champney, our Lord had 
said: “The time has come for Me to throw bombs!” 
And He threw them in His talk that night.

Juliet Thompson, The Diary of Juliet Thompson (Los 
Angeles: Kalimat Press, 1983), p. 362.
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Juliet Thompson, Bahá’í 
artist. Host of ‘Abdu’l-

Bahá’s 15 Nov. 1912 talk.

Courtesy of the National 
Bahá’í Archives, United 
States.

https://239days.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/juliet-thompson-1929.jpg


“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?”

“Notes by Hooper Harris” (Court Reporter)

❖ William Hooper Harris (1866–1934) “worked by day, 
studied law at night and was admitted to the bar in 
Birmingham, Alabama, in 1893” and “in 1894, … 
came to New York City to live, where he became an 
expert court reporter, doing work of unusually high 
quality till the very day of his death.” 

❖ “He was indeed one of the leading apostles of 
Bahá’u’lláh.” – Shoghi Effendi, letter dated 
September 20, 1934, to Mrs. Harris. – Marie B. 
Moore, “Hooper Harris” (“In Memoriam,” The Bahá’í 
World, Vol. VI (1934–1936), pp. 486–488 [p.486]. 
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Hooper Harris (1906) prior 
to trip to India. Transcribed 

translation of ‘Abdu’l-
Bahá’s 15 Nov. 1912 talk.

Photo ID: P1529. 
Courtesy of the National 
Bahá’í Archives, United 
States (9 Sept. 2022).
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L-R: Mirza Mahmud 
Zarqani, Hooper Harris, 

Harlan Ober, Hand of the 
Cause of God, Ibn-i-Abhar.

Photo: Bombay, India 
(1907). Courtesy of the 
National Bahá’í Archives, 
United States.
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“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?”

Talk at Juliet Thompson’s Home (15 Nov. 1912)
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❖ Saturday, November 15, 1912 [New York] 

❖ “There was a public meeting in the evening at the home of Miss 
Juliet Thompson. The Master spoke about the greatness of this 
cycle, the victory of the Cause and the influence and importance 
of the teachings and laws of Bahá'u'lláh. His talk was delivered 
in such awe-inspiring tones that the minds were dazzled and 
the hearts captivated by the grandeur and majesty of the Center 
of the Covenant. Both before and after the meeting many 
people were honored to visit with Him in a separate room.”  

❖ Mahmúd’s Diary: The Diary of Mírzá Mahmúd-i-Zarqání 
Chronicling ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Journey to America (Oxford: George 
Ronald, 1998).

https://file.bahai.media/c/c8/SW_Volume8.pdf
https://bahai-library.com/zarqani_mahmuds_diary&chapter=9#section237
https://bahai-library.com/zarqani_mahmuds_diary
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I have spoken in the various Christian churches and in the synagogues, and in no 
assemblage has there been a dissenting voice. All have listened, and all have conceded 
that the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh are superlative in character, acknowledging that they 
constitute the very essence or spirit of this new age and that there is no better pathway 
to the attainment of its ideals. Not a single voice has been raised in objection. At most 
there have been some who have refused to acknowledge the mission of Bahá’u’lláh, 
although even these have admitted that He was a great teacher, a most powerful soul, a 
very great man.


‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 30

“The teachings of Bahá’u’lláh are superlative in character.”



Some who could find no other pretext have said, “These teachings are not new; they are 
old and familiar; we have heard them before.” Therefore, I will speak to you upon the 
distinctive characteristics of the manifestation of Bahá’u’lláh and prove that from every 
standpoint His Cause is distinguished from all others. It is distinguished by its didactic 
character and method of exposition, by its practical effects and application to present 
world conditions, but especially distinguished from the standpoint of its spread and 
progress.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 31

“I will speak to you upon the distinctive characteristics of Bahá’u’lláh.”



First among the great principles revealed by Him is that of the investigation of reality. 
The meaning is that every individual member of humankind is exhorted and 
commanded to set aside superstitious beliefs, traditions and blind imitation of 
ancestral forms in religion and investigate reality for himself. Inasmuch as the 
fundamental reality is one, all religions and nations of the world will become one 
through investigation of reality. The announcement of this principle is not found in any 
of the sacred Books of the past.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 32

Search for truth.



A second characteristic principle of the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh is that which commands 
recognition of the oneness of the world of humanity. Addressing all mankind, He says, 
“Ye are all the leaves of one tree.” There are no differences or distinctions of race among 
you in the sight of God. […] No other scriptures contain such breadth and universality 
of statement; no other teachings proclaim this unequivocal principle of the solidarity of 
humanity.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 33

See humankind as one.



(Compare with Port Sa‘íd Principle #1)  
“Among these teachings is the oneness of humanity; in 
which of the Books [of the New Testament] can this be 

found? Show us!” 

– ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in Port Sa‘íd, Egypt (19 June 1913) 
Provisional translation by Adib Masumian
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http://adibmasumian.com/translations/abu0231/


Bahá’u’lláh teaches that religion must be in conformity with science and reason. If 
belief and teaching are opposed to the analysis of reason and principles of science, they 
are not worthy of acceptance. This principle has not been revealed in any of the former 
Books of divine teaching.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 35

Religion respects science.



(Compare with Port Sa‘íd Principle #4)  
“And that religion must accord with sound reason and 
accurate science – in what Book is this mentioned?” 

– ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in Port Sa‘íd, Egypt (19 June 1913) 
Provisional translation by Adib Masumian

36
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Another fundamental announcement made by Bahá’u’lláh is that religion must be the 
source of unity and fellowship in the world. If it is productive of enmity, hatred and 
bigotry, the absence of religion would be preferable. This is a new principle of 
revelation found only in the utterances of Bahá’u’lláh.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 37

Religions should unify.



(Compare with Port Sa‘íd Principle #3) 

“And that religion must be the cause of love and 
fellowship, and that without these the lack of religion 
would be preferable – in which Book is this stated?” 

– ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in Port Sa‘íd, Egypt (19 June 1913) 
Provisional translation by Adib Masumian
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http://adibmasumian.com/translations/abu0231/


Again, Bahá’u’lláh declares that all forms of prejudice among mankind must be 
abandoned and that until existing prejudices are entirely removed, the world of 
humanity will not and cannot attain peace, prosperity and composure. This principle 
cannot be found in any other sacred volume than the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 39

Abolish every prejudice.



(Compare with Port Sa‘íd Principle #6) 
“And the abandonment of sectarian, religious, national, 

political, and racial prejudices –  
what Book contains this?” 

– ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in Port Sa‘íd, Egypt (19 June 1913) 
Provisional translation by Adib Masumian
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Another teaching is that there shall be perfect equality between men and women. Why 
should man create a distinction which God does not recognize?

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 41

Women and men are equal.



(Compare with Port Sa‘íd Principle #5) 

“And equality between men and women –  
in which Book does one find this?” 

– ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in Port Sa‘íd, Egypt (19 June 1913) 
Provisional translation by Adib Masumian
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http://adibmasumian.com/translations/abu0231/


Bahá’u’lláh has announced the necessity for a universal language which shall serve as a 
means of international communication and thus remove misunderstandings and 
difficulties. This teaching is set forth in the Kitáb-i-Aqdas (“Most Holy Book”) published 
fifty years ago.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 43

Adopt a universal auxiliary language.



He has also proclaimed the principle that all mankind shall be educated and that no 
illiteracy be allowed to remain. This practical remedy for the need of the world cannot 
be found in the text of any other sacred Books.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 44

Provide education for all.



He teaches that it is incumbent upon all mankind to become fitted for some useful 
trade, craft or profession by which subsistence may be assured, and this efficiency is to 
be considered as an act of worship.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 45

Work is worship.



The teachings of Bahá’u’lláh are boundless and without end in their far-reaching benefit 
to mankind. The point and purpose of our statement today is that they are new and that 
they are not found in any of the religious Books of the past. This is in answer to the 
question, “What has Bahá’u’lláh brought that we have not heard before?” Therefore, it is 
conclusive and evident that the Manifestation of God in this day is distinguished from 
all former appearances and revelations by His majesty, His power and the efficacy and 
application of His Word.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 46

The Bahá’í Faith offers other new principles.

http://www.bahai.org/r/591469335
http://www.bahai.org/r/591469335
http://www.bahai.org/r/591469335
http://www.bahai.org/r/591469335
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❖ ABU0038.  Address to the Baha'is at Thompson home in 
New York, 1912-11-15. 1760 words.    

❖ Mss:  None.   Pubs:  None.   Trans:  PUP#128 
(p.431-437), SW v08#03 p.029-031+039-040, 
DJT.368-369x, BLC.PN#027x. I have spoken in the 
various Christian churches and in the synagogues, and in 
no assemblage... 

❖ Source: A Partial Inventory of the Works of the Central 
Figures of the Bahá’í Faith. Compiled by Steven Phelps. 
Version 2.0.2, 3 November 2020. (“ABU0038” reference 
courtesy of Adib Masumian, Sept. 7, 2022.)

More Info on the Nov. 15, 1912 Talk 

http://blog.loomofreality.org/
http://blog.loomofreality.org/
http://blog.loomofreality.org/


“I will speak to you concerning 
the special teachings of 

Bahá’u’lláh”

Talk at Home of Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. Kinney 

780 West End Avenue, New York

2 December 1912 

The Promulgation of Universal Peace 
Notes by Esther Foster
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https://bmb.imgix.net/1050679/1050679-master.jpg?q=90&fm=webp&fit=clip&w=2048&h=1365


“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?”

ABOUT THIS HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPH

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, December 2, 1912. Portrait by Jacob Schloss (1857–1938), famed New 
York City photographer known for his portraits of theatrical stars. Photograph taken at 
the home of Bahá’í hosts, Edward B. Kinney  (1863–1950) and Carrie Kinney (1878–
1959), 780 West End Avenue, New York. Courtesy of the U.S. National Bahá’í Archives 
(Edward Sevcik, Archivist). 

First published in Star of the West, Vol. 10, No. 8 (August 1, 1919), p. 31. See: https://
bahai.works/index.php?title=File:SW_Volume10.pdf&page=175.

Page 1 of the same issue invites purchases of the photograph: 

“BULLETIN—The photograph of ABDUL-BAHA shown in this issue can be had from Jacob 
Schloss, 2511 Broadway, New York City. Size, 7½x9¼ inches. Price $1.50 and postage.”
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https://bahai.works/index.php?title=File:SW_Volume10.pdf&page=175
https://bahai.works/index.php?title=File:SW_Volume10.pdf&page=175


“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?”

Jacob Schloss, Celebrity Photographer
❖ “Others (Napoleon Sarony, Schloss, Aimé Dupont, and Dana) 

intentionally sought the higher end of the profession and 
chose locations for their studios that assured such patronage
—indeed, having one’s portrait taken by Jacob Schloss in his 
studios on West 23rd Street or Fifth Avenue was a badge of 
success, indicating an actor had achieved some professional 
standing.” 

❖ David Mayer, “‘Quote the Words To Prompt the Attitudes’: The 
Victorian Performer, the Photographer, and the Photograph,” 
Theatre Survey 43:2 (November 2002) : 223–251 [240]. 

❖ Photo: “The First Lady of the Land” [Edith Roosevelt]
“Copyright, 1902, by Schloss,” Harper’s Weekly, Vol. 46 
(January 18, 1902), p. 77.
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https://www.academia.edu/35808196/_QUOTE_THE_WORDS_TO_PROMPT_THE_ATTITUDES_THE_VICTORIAN_PERFORMER_THE_PHOTOGRAPHER_AND_THE_PHOTOGRAPH
https://www.academia.edu/35808196/_QUOTE_THE_WORDS_TO_PROMPT_THE_ATTITUDES_THE_VICTORIAN_PERFORMER_THE_PHOTOGRAPHER_AND_THE_PHOTOGRAPH
https://www.academia.edu/35808196/_QUOTE_THE_WORDS_TO_PROMPT_THE_ATTITUDES_THE_VICTORIAN_PERFORMER_THE_PHOTOGRAPHER_AND_THE_PHOTOGRAPH
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/80/Edith_Roosevelt_ca._1902_-_Schloss.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/80/Edith_Roosevelt_ca._1902_-_Schloss.jpg


https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/b/b2/Edith_Kermit_Carow_Roosevelt,_three-quarter_length_portrait,_facing_left_LCCN96523992.jpg/1248px-Edith_Kermit_Carow_Roosevelt,_three-quarter_length_portrait,_facing_left_LCCN96523992.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsca.36315/
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First photograph of 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá taken by 
Jacob Schloss, 2 Dec. 

1912, in Kinney home.

Photo ID: P7946. 
Courtesy of the National 
Bahá’í Archives, United 
States.

https://2.bp.blogspot.com/_pTmF4WqKcaU/TRFyeKuztxI/AAAAAAAAAfY/oxYGPo6jap4/s1600/Abdu%2527l-Baha+and+the+Kinney+Family.jpg
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First photograph 
(enhanced) of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá 

taken by Jacob Schloss, 2 
Dec. 1912, in Kinney home.

Photo ID: P7946. 
Courtesy of the National 
Bahá’í Archives, United 
States.

https://2.bp.blogspot.com/_pTmF4WqKcaU/TRFyeKuztxI/AAAAAAAAAfY/oxYGPo6jap4/s1600/Abdu%2527l-Baha+and+the+Kinney+Family.jpg
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Second photograph of 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá taken by 
Jacob Schloss, 2 Dec. 

1912, in Kinney home.

Photo ID: P11320. 
Courtesy of the National 
Bahá’í Archives, United 
States.
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Second photo of ‘Abdu’l-
Bahá taken by Jacob 

Schloss, 2 Dec. 1912, with 
Schloss stamp on back.

Photo ID: P11320 (verso). 
Courtesy of the National 
Bahá’í Archives, United 
States.
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Second photograph 
(enhanced) of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá 

taken by Jacob Schloss, 2 
Dec. 1912, in Kinney home.

Photo ID: P23194. 
Courtesy of the National 
Bahá’í Archives, United 
States.

https://centenary.bahai.us/sites/default/files/imagecache/lightbox-large/images/press_clippings/AKK%20%2526%20FBK%20w%20Abdu'l-Baha.png
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Third photograph of 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá taken by 
Jacob Schloss, 2 Dec. 

1912, in Kinney home.

Photo ID: P23212. 
Courtesy of the National 
Bahá’í Archives, United 
States.



58

Third photograph (framed) 
of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá taken by 

Jacob Schloss, 2 Dec. 
1912, in Kinney home.

Photo ID:P001757 
(recto). Courtesy of the 
National Bahá’í Archives, 
United States.
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Third photograph 
(enhanced) of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá 

taken by Jacob Schloss, 2 
Dec. 1912, in Kinney home.

Courtesy Bahá’í Media 
Bank, Bahá’í World Centre. 
(Note: Schloss’s no. “3” and 
“©“ signature are removed.)

https://media.bahai.org/detail/1050679/


Ali Kuli Khan Translates

❖ “Ish’te’al Ebn-Kalanter interpreter; stenographic notes 
by Esther Foster.” 

❖ “Three young Persians—Ali-Kuli Khan, Ahmad Sohrab, 
and Ameen Fareed—had resided in the United States 
over a decade, had mastered English, and were 
translating Bahá’u’lláh’s works and ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s 
tablets into English.” — Robert H. Stockman, ‘Abdu’l-
Bahá in America (Wilmette, IL: Bahá’í Pub., 2012), p. 
53. 

❖ “‘Abdu’l-Bahá With ‘Ali Kuli Khan & Florence Breed 
Khan at the Home of Saffa & Vaffa Kinney in New 
York City.” (Photograph by Jacob Schloss, 2 December, 
1912.) 
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https://file.bahai.media/6/67/SW_Vol4_No15.pdf
https://file.bahai.media/6/67/SW_Vol4_No15.pdf
https://file.bahai.media/6/67/SW_Vol4_No15.pdf
https://centenary.bahai.us/photo/abdul-baha-ali-kuli-khan-florence-breed-khan-home-saffa-vaffa-kinney-new-york-city
https://centenary.bahai.us/photo/abdul-baha-ali-kuli-khan-florence-breed-khan-home-saffa-vaffa-kinney-new-york-city
https://centenary.bahai.us/photo/abdul-baha-ali-kuli-khan-florence-breed-khan-home-saffa-vaffa-kinney-new-york-city
https://centenary.bahai.us/photo/abdul-baha-ali-kuli-khan-florence-breed-khan-home-saffa-vaffa-kinney-new-york-city
https://centenary.bahai.us/sites/default/files/imagecache/lightbox-large/images/press_clippings/AKK%20%2526%20FBK%20w%20Abdu'l-Baha.png


Edward B. Kinney (1863-1950), Host

❖ “Edward B. Kinney: Grieve at passing of dearly loved, highly 
admired, greatly trusted, staunch, indefatigable, self-sacrificing 
teacher, pillar of Faith, Saffa Kinney. His leonine spirit, 
exemplary steadfastness, notable record of services enriched 
annals of closing period of Heroic Age and opening phase of 
Formative Age of Bahá’í Dispensation. Beautiful reward assured 
in Abhá Kingdom beneath the shadow of the Master he loved so 
dearly, served so nobly, defended so heroically until last breath.” 

❖ Shoghi Effendi [Cablegram dated December 16, 1950], Citadel 
of Faith, https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/
shoghi-effendi/citadel-faith/6#422154076. 

❖ Photo: Edward Kinney, seen on top left of group photo taken 
June 29, 1912 on the occasion of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s “Unity Feast” 
at Roy Wilhelm’s home in Englewood, New Jersey. (See full 
photograph below.)
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https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/shoghi-effendi/citadel-faith/6#422154076
https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/shoghi-effendi/citadel-faith/6#422154076
https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/shoghi-effendi/citadel-faith/6#422154076
https://239days.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/abdul-baha-at-roy-wilhelm-englewood-nj.jpg
https://239days.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/abdul-baha-at-roy-wilhelm-englewood-nj.jpg
https://239days.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/abdul-baha-at-roy-wilhelm-englewood-nj.jpg
https://239days.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/abdul-baha-at-roy-wilhelm-englewood-nj.jpg
https://239days.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/abdul-baha-at-roy-wilhelm-englewood-nj.jpg


62

https://239days.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/abdul-baha-at-roy-wilhelm-englewood-nj.jpg


Carrie Kinney (1878–1959), Co-Host

❖ Shoghi Effendi called Mr. and Mrs. Kinney 
“Pillars of the Faith in the City of the Covenant” 
and “Pillars of the Cause of God.” (Bahá’í World 
Vol.XII, pp. 678–9; Vol. XIII, p. 865.) 

❖ Photo: Carrie Kinney, seen on top right of 
group photo taken June 29, 1912 on the 
occasion of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s “Unity Feast” at Roy 
Wilhelm’s home in Englewood, New Jersey. 
(See full photograph above.)
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https://bahai.works/index.php?title=File:BW_Volume12.pdf&page=708
https://bahai.works/index.php?title=File:BW_Volume13.pdf&page=906
https://239days.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/abdul-baha-at-roy-wilhelm-englewood-nj.jpg


His talk at the Kinney residence on December 2, 1912—three 
days before his departure—perhaps summarized the Bahá’í 
approach to race, religion, and the progress of humanity 
most fully. That day, he offered “certain new teachings which 
are not found in any of the religious books of the past.” The 
list of twelve distinctive Bahá’í teachings began with the 
oneness of humanity, followed by independent 
investigation of truth, the oneness of the religions of the 
world, the need for religion to be a cause of unity and 
harmony, the principle that religion must be in accord with 
science and reason, the equality of men and women, the 
principle that human beings must free themselves from 
religious and patriotic prejudices, the need to establish 
universal peace, the importance of universal education, the 
solution to economic questions, the need for the 
organization of the Universal House of Justice to explain 
and implement the commands of Bahá’u’lláh, and 
Bahá’u’lláh’s establishment of a Covenant. All this will be 
possible, he asserted, through obedience to the Center of 
the Covenant. (‘Abdu’l-Bahá in America, pp. 379–380.)



“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?”

Talk at the Kinney’s Home (2 Dec. 1912)
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❖ Monday, December 2, 1912  [New York] 

❖ “In the evening, He spoke to a gathering of the friends and said: 

❖ ‘I supplicate and implore that the clouds of mercy may shower 
upon you and the Sun of Truth may shine upon you so that you 
may attain to the purpose of the holy Manifestations of God. This is 
my supplication because you are the beloved ones of the Blessed 
Beauty and the servants of the Greatest Name. I undertook this 
voyage in order to see you and, God willing, you will come to the 
Holy Land and we shall meet there in that land which was trodden 
by the sacred feet of the Prophets of God’.”  

❖ Mahmúd’s Diary: The Diary of Mírzá Mahmúd-i-Zarqání Chronicling 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Journey to America (Oxford: George Ronald, 1998).

Monday, December 2, 1912

https://bahai-library.com/zarqani_mahmuds_diary&chapter=10
https://bahai-library.com/zarqani_mahmuds_diary
https://bahai-library.com/zarqani_mahmuds_diary
https://file.bahai.media/6/67/SW_Vol4_No15.pdf


https://file.bahai.media/6/67/SW_Vol4_No15.pdf
https://file.bahai.media/6/67/SW_Vol4_No15.pdf


https://file.bahai.media/6/67/SW_Vol4_No15.pdf
https://file.bahai.media/6/67/SW_Vol4_No15.pdf


I will speak to you concerning the special teachings of Bahá’u’lláh. All the divine 
principles announced by the tongue of the Prophets of the past are to be found in the 
words of Bahá’u’lláh; but in addition to these He has revealed certain new teachings 
which are not found in any of the sacred Books of former times.


‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 68

“Bahá’u’lláh revealed new teachings not found in sacred Books of  former times.”



I shall mention some of them; the others, which are many in number, may be found in 
the Books, Tablets and Epistles written by Bahá’u’lláh—such as the Hidden Words, the 
Glad Tidings, the Words of Paradise, Tajallíyát, Ṭarázát and others. Likewise, in the Kitáb-
i-Aqdas there are new teachings which cannot be found in any of the past Books or 
Epistles of the Prophets.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 69

“There are new teachings which cannot be found in any of the past Books.”



A fundamental teaching of Bahá’u’lláh is the oneness of the world of humanity. […] In 
this way Bahá’u’lláh expressed the oneness of humankind, whereas in all religious 
teachings of the past the human world has been represented as divided into two parts: 
one known as the people of the Book of God, or the pure tree, and the other the people 
of infidelity and error, or the evil tree. […] Bahá’u’lláh removed this by proclaiming the 
oneness of the world of humanity, and this principle is specialized in His teachings, for 
He has submerged all mankind in the sea of divine generosity.


‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 70

See humankind as one.



(Compare with Port Sa‘íd Principle #1)  
“Among these teachings is the oneness of humanity; in 
which of the Books [of the New Testament] can this be 

found? Show us!” 

– ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in Port Sa‘íd, Egypt (19 June 1913) 
Provisional translation by Adib Masumian
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http://adibmasumian.com/translations/abu0231/


Another new principle revealed by Bahá’u’lláh is the injunction to investigate truth—
that is to say, no man should blindly follow his ancestors and forefathers. Nay, each 
must see with his own eyes, hear with his own ears and investigate the truth himself in 
order that he may follow the truth instead of blind acquiescence and imitation of 
ancestral beliefs.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 72

Search for truth.



Bahá’u’lláh has announced that the foundation of all the religions of God is one, that 
oneness is truth and truth is oneness which does not admit of plurality. This teaching is 
new and specialized to this Manifestation.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 73

See religion as one.



He sets forth a new principle for this day in the announcement that religion must be the 
cause of unity, harmony and agreement among mankind. If it is the cause of discord 
and hostility, if it leads to separation and creates conflict, the absence of religion would 
be preferable in the world.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 74

Religions should unify.



(Compare with Port Sa‘íd Principle #3) 

“And that religion must be the cause of love and 
fellowship, and that without these the lack of religion 
would be preferable – in which Book is this stated?” 

– ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in Port Sa‘íd, Egypt (19 June 1913) 
Provisional translation by Adib Masumian
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http://adibmasumian.com/translations/abu0231/


Furthermore, He proclaims that religion must be in harmony with science and reason. If 
it does not conform to science and reconcile with reason, it is superstition. Down to the 
present day it has been customary for man to accept a religious teaching, even though it 
was not in accord with human reason and judgment. The harmony of religious belief 
with reason is a new vista which Bahá’u’lláh has opened for the soul of man.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 76

Religion respects science.



(Compare with Port Sa‘íd Principle #4)  
“And that religion must accord with sound reason and 
accurate science – in what Book is this mentioned?” 

– ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in Port Sa‘íd, Egypt (19 June 1913) 
Provisional translation by Adib Masumian
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http://adibmasumian.com/translations/abu0231/


He establishes the equality of man and woman. This is peculiar to the teachings of 
Bahá’u’lláh, for all other religions have placed man above woman.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 78

Women and men are equal.



(Compare with Port Sa‘íd Principle #5) 

“And equality between men and women –  
in which Book does one find this?” 

– ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in Port Sa‘íd, Egypt (19 June 1913) 
Provisional translation by Adib Masumian
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http://adibmasumian.com/translations/abu0231/


A new religious principle is that prejudice and fanaticism — whether sectarian, 
denominational, patriotic or political — are destructive to the foundation of human 
solidarity; therefore, man should release himself from such bonds in order that the 
oneness of the world of humanity may become manifest.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 80

Abolish every prejudice.



(Compare with Port Sa‘íd Principle #6) 
“And the abandonment of sectarian, religious, national, 

political, and racial prejudices –  
what Book contains this?” 

– ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in Port Sa‘íd, Egypt (19 June 1913) 
Provisional translation by Adib Masumian
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http://adibmasumian.com/translations/abu0231/


Universal peace is assured by Bahá’u’lláh as a fundamental accomplishment of the 
religion of God—that peace shall prevail among nations, governments and peoples, 
among religions, races and all conditions of mankind. This is one of the special 
characteristics of the Word of God revealed in this Manifestation.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 82

Promote world peace.



(Compare with Port Sa‘íd Principle #2)  
“And universal peace—in what Book is this written?” 

– ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in Port Sa‘íd, Egypt (19 June 1913) 
Provisional translation by Adib Masumian
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http://adibmasumian.com/translations/abu0231/


Bahá’u’lláh declares that all mankind should attain knowledge and acquire an 
education. This is a necessary principle of religious belief and observance, 
characteristically new in this dispensation.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 84

Provide education for all.



He has set forth the solution and provided the remedy for the economic question. No 
religious Books of the past Prophets speak of this important human problem.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 85

Economic problems require spiritual solutions.



He has ordained and established the House of Justice, which is endowed with a political 
as well as a religious function, the consummate union and blending of church and 
state. This institution is under the protecting power of Bahá’u’lláh Himself. A universal, 
or international, House of Justice shall also be organized. Its rulings shall be in 
accordance with the commands and teachings of Bahá’u’lláh, and that which the 
Universal House of Justice ordains shall be obeyed by all mankind. This international 
House of Justice shall be appointed and organized from the Houses of Justice of the 
whole world, and all the world shall come under its administration.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 86

The Universal House of Justice is unique.



As to the most great characteristic of the revelation of Bahá’u’lláh, a specific teaching 
not given by any of the Prophets of the past: It is the ordination and appointment of the 
Center of the Covenant. By this appointment and provision He has safeguarded and 
protected the religion of God against differences and schisms, making it impossible for 
anyone to create a new sect or faction of belief. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 87

The special Bahá’í “Covenant” protects Bahá’í unity.



The teachings of Bahá’u’lláh are boundless and illimitable. You have asked me what 
new principles have been revealed by Him. I have mentioned a few only. There are 
many others, but time does not permit their mention tonight. I, therefore, pray to God 
that you may be strengthened in good deeds. I pray that God may confirm you in order 
that you may live according to the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 88

The Bahá’í Faith offers other “new principles.”
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❖ ABU0130.  Address to the Baha'is at 780 West End (Kinney 
home) in New York, 1912-12-02.  1090 words.    

❖ Mss:  None.   Pubs:  None.   Trans:  BWF.245-248, 
LOG#0600x, PUP#135 (p.453-457), SW v04#15 
p.253-255+258, SW v05#02 p.020-021, BSTW#052hx.    

❖  You are all welcome. This is a goodly assemblage. Praise be 
to God! The hearts are directed... 

❖ Source: A Partial Inventory of the Works of the Central 
Figures of the Bahá’í Faith. Compiled by Steven Phelps. 
Version 2.0.2, 3 November 2020. (“ABU0130” reference 
courtesy of Adib Masumian, Sept. 7, 2022.)

More Info on the Dec. 2, 1912 Talk 

http://blog.loomofreality.org/
http://blog.loomofreality.org/


Applying this Approach Today
“And universal peace – in what Book is this written?”

90



Its implications are deeper, its claims greater than any which the Prophets of old were 
allowed to advance. […] It constitutes a challenge, at once bold and universal, […] 
which must, in the ordinary course of events as shaped and controlled by Providence, 
give way to a new gospel, fundamentally different from, and infinitely superior to, what 
the world has already conceived. (The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh) 


Shoghi Effendi      .

“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?” 91

“A New Gospel”

https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/shoghi-effendi/world-order-bahaullah/4#449204500
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❖ 10. Vision: Foundations for a Future Golden Age
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Bahá’í Principles – New and Renewed

❖ ’Abdu’l-Bahá’s talks were many. His grandson and 
appointed successor, Shoghi Effendi (1897–1957), 
wrote that ‘Abdu’l-Bahá  

❖ “had arisen not only to proclaim from pulpit and 
platform, in some of the chief capitals of Europe and 
in the leading cities of the North American continent, 
the distinctive verities enshrined in His Father’s Faith, 
but to demonstrate as well the Divine origin of the 
Prophets gone before Him, and to disclose the 
nature of the tie binding them to that Faith.” (Shoghi 
Effendi, God Passes By, BRL) (italics added). 

❖ Source: Bahá’í Faith: The Basics (2021), p. 42.
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“New” is a Relative Term

❖ “New” is a relative term, as far as ideas go. Just about 
any idea may have its precursors.  

❖ The legacy of any given concept therefore can be 
analyzed within a “history of ideas” approach, in which 
a “trajectory” of any given idea may be mapped out 
over time.  

❖  While some modern ideas may have been anticipated 
in the past, their current expression is properly 
regarded as new.  

❖ Here, “new” will be used to refer to specific, noteworthy 
Bahá’í teachings that may be regarded as relatively 
original and recent within the history of religions.  

❖ Source: Bahá’í Faith: The Basics (2021), p. 43.
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“What has Bahá’u’lláh brought not heard before?”

❖ Yet we do know that there were others who 
openly questioned just how distinctive these 
new teachings of Bahá’u’lláh really were. It was 
only a matter of time before such questions were 
bound to arise.  

❖ So, on Friday, 15 November 1912, also in New 
York, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá was asked the following 
question: “What has Bahá’u’lláh brought that we 
have not heard before?” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá himself 
refers to this very question—one that was posed 
directly to him, in fact.  

❖ Source: Bahá’í Faith: The Basics (2021), p. 44.

95“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?”

http://www.bahai.org/r/591469335
http://www.bahai.org/r/591469335
http://www.bahai.org/r/591469335
https://www.amazon.com/Bahai-Faith-Basics-Christopher-Buck/dp/1138346160/
https://www.amazon.com/Bahai-Faith-Basics-Christopher-Buck-ebook/dp/B08M4939MJ/


“New Teachings Not Found in Sacred Books”

❖ On Monday, 2 December 1912, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá 
gave a talk in New York on the “the special 
teachings of Bahá’u’lláh” in direct response to 
the question: “You have asked me what new 
principles have been revealed by Him.” In 
answer to this excellent question, ‘Abdu’l- Bahá 
had responded:  

❖ “I will speak to you concerning the special 
teachings of Bahá’u’lláh.” 

❖ Source: Bahá’í Faith: The Basics (2021), p. 45.
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“Teaching not given by any of the Prophets”

❖ “As to the most great characteristic of the 
revelation of Bahá’u’lláh, a specific teaching not 
given by any of the Prophets of the past: It is the 
ordination and appointment of the Center of the 
Covenant.” 

❖ After being asked which of Bahá’u’lláh’s teachings 
were new, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá gave some definite and 
explicit answers—this time, making sure that there 
could be no ambiguity as to the relative 
distinctiveness of Bahá’u’lláh’s teachings.   

❖ Source: Bahá’í Faith: The Basics (2021), pp. 46–47.
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These two talks…are highly significant 

❖ ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s claims to the new and unique nature of 
Bahá’u’lláh’s precepts should be understood and 
appreciated as relative, rather than absolute, in nature— 
since the roots of some of these teachings may be traced 
back, in various forms, in the history of ideas. In their fully 
developed and coherent form, these teachings, taken 
together, are certainly distinctive.  

❖ These two talks—i.e. of Friday, 15 November 1912 and 
Monday, 2 December 1912—are highly significant because 
the Bahá’í principles given were in direct response to 
questions, by Americans at that time, directly asking 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá to clearly identify what new teachings the 
Bahá’í Faith had to offer.  

❖ Source: Bahá’í Faith: The Basics (2021), p. 47.
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These two talks…are highly significant 

❖ “The reported English record, however, cannot be fully 
authenticated at present, and therefore may not 
represent exact translations of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s words 
verbatim. Doing so would require a retranslation from 
the original Persian texts, if extant. So, by citing parallel 
statements from ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s first “Tablet to the 
Hague” (the second “Tablet to the Hague” was sent, after 
the First World War, on 1 July 1920), some measure of 
substantive authentication of the 15 November 1912 
and 2 December 1912 talks themselves is achieved. (If 
no parallel statement in the Tablet to the Hague is 
available, then another parallel will be provided.)  

❖ Source: Bahá’í Faith: The Basics (2021), p. 48.
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‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s “New” Bahá’í Principles Expressed as Actions 

1. Search for truth. 

2. See humankind as one. 

3. See religion as one. 

4. Religions should unify. 

5. Religion respects 
science. 

6. Women and men are 
equal. 

7. Abolish every prejudice. 

8. Promote world peace. 

9. Provide education for 
all. 

10. Economic problems 
require spiritual 
solutions. 

11. The Universal House of 
Justice is unique. 

12. The special Bahá’í 
“Covenant” protects 
Bahá’í unity. 

13. Adopt a universal 
auxiliary language. 

14. Work is worship. 

15. The Bahá’í Faith offers 
other “new principles.”
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Authenticity & Translation
“And universal peace – in what Book is this written?”
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15 November 1912 Talk: Search for truth.

❖ Star of the West: “First among the 
great teachings of Baha’o’llah is that of 
the lnvestigation of Reality.” […]  

❖ “In which one of the sacred books of 
the past do you find the 
announcement of this principle?” 

❖ Promulgation: “First among the great 
principles revealed by Him is that of 
the investigation of reality.” […]  

❖ “The announcement of this principle is 
not found in any of the sacred Books of 
the past.”
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15 November 1912 Talk: See humankind as one.

❖ Star of the West: “The second great 
principle of the teachings of Baha’o’llah is 
that respecting the Oneness of the world 
of humanity.” […]  

❖ “In what Scriptures do you find such a 
statement? […] In what sacred record can 
you show such a teaching?” 

❖ Promulgation: “A second characteristic 
principle of the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh is 
that which commands recognition of the 
oneness of the world of humanity.” […] 

❖ “No other scriptures contain such breadth 
and universality of statement; no other 
teachings proclaim this unequivocal 
principle of the solidarity of humanity.”
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15 November 1912 Talk: Religion respects science.

❖ Star of the West: “Next, Baha’o’llah  
teaches that: Religion must be in 
conformity with reason and science.” 
[…] 

❖ “Where do you find any such 
statement as this in any of the sacred 
books ?” 

❖ Promulgation: “Bahá’u’lláh teaches 
that religion must be in conformity 
with science and reason.” […]  

❖ “This principle has not been revealed 
in any of the former Books of divine 
teaching.” 
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15 November 1912 Talk: Religions should unify.

❖ Star of the West: “Another 
fundamental teaching of Baha’o’llah  is 
that Religion must be the cause of 
unity and good fellowship.“ […] 

❖ “In which one of the sacred books do 
you find such a statement?” 

❖ Promulgation: “Another fundamental 
announcement made by Bahá’u’lláh is 
that religion must be the source of 
unity and fellowship in the world.” […]  

❖ “This is a new principle of revelation 
found only in the utterances of 
Bahá’u’lláh.”
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15 November 1912 Talk: Abolish every prejudice.

❖ Star of the West:  “Again, Baha’o’llah  
declares that: Prejudice in all its forms … 
must be abolished.” […] 

❖ “In which one of the sacred volumes do 
you find the annunciation of such a 
principle?” 

❖ Promulgation: “Again, Bahá’u’lláh declares 
that all forms of prejudice among mankind 
must be abandoned and that until existing 
prejudices are entirely removed, the world 
of humanity will not and cannot attain 
peace, prosperity and composure.” […]  

❖ “This principle cannot be found in any 
other sacred volume than the teachings of 
Bahá’u’lláh.”
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15 November 1912 Talk: Women and men are equal.

❖ Star of the West: “Next Baha’o’llah 
declares that—There shall be perfect 
equality between men and women.”  

❖ Promulgation: “Another teaching is 
that there shall be perfect equality 
between men and women.”
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15 November 1912 Talk: Adopt a universal auxiliary language.

❖ Star of the West: “Next, Baha’o’llah has 
declared the necessity for a Universal 
language, that it may serve as a means 
of international communication and 
thus remove misunderstandings and 
difficulties.” 

❖ Promulgation: “Bahá’u’lláh has 
announced the necessity for a 
universal language which shall serve 
as a means of international 
communication and thus remove 
misunderstandings and difficulties.”
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“AND UNIVERSAL PEACE – IN WHAT BOOK IS THIS WRITTEN?”

15 November 1912 Talk: Provide education for all.

❖ Star of the West: “Next, there is a 
principle initiated by Baha’o’llah  
relative to Universal Education.” […]  

❖ “In which one of. the sacred books you 
find such a text?” 

❖ Promulgation: “He has also 
proclaimed the principle that all 
mankind shall be educated and that no 
illiteracy be allowed to remain.” […] 

❖ “This practical remedy for the need of 
the world cannot be found in the text 
of any other sacred Books.”
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15 November 1912 Talk: Work is worship.

❖ Star of the West: “Work an act of 
worship. Next, Baha’o’llah teaches that 
it is incumbent upon every soul to be 
qualified as the practicer of some 
useful trade, craft or profession and 
that the honest practice of such trade, 
craft or profession is to be regarded as 
an act of devotion.” 

❖ Promulgation: “He teaches that it is 
incumbent upon all mankind to 
become fitted for some useful trade, 
craft or profession by which 
subsistence may be assured, and this 
efficiency is to be considered as an act 
of worship.”
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15 November 1912 Talk: Work is worship. (Continued.)

❖ Star of the West: “The point and purpose of our 
statement today is that these teachings are new and 
that they are not found in any of the religious books 
of the past.” 

❖ “Therefore if anyone should raise an objection and  
ask the question, “What has Bahá’u’lláh brought 
that is new,” in response you should refer to and 
cite these statements. In brief, the manifestation of 
Baha’o‘llah is distinguished from every standpoint.” 

❖ Promulgation: “The point and purpose of our 
statement today is that they are new and that they 
are not found in any of the religious Books of the 
past.” 

❖ ‘This is in answer to the question, “What has 
Bahá’u’lláh brought that we have not heard 
before?” Therefore, it is conclusive and evident that 
the Manifestation of God in this day is 
distinguished from all former appearances and 
revelations by His majesty, His power and the 
efficacy and application of His Word.”
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1912 talk (Howard and 
Mary MacNutt Papers).
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2 December 1912 Talk: Star of the West Version

❖ Star of the West: “The eleventh teaching is 
the organization called, The House of Justice, 
which is endowed with a political as well as a 
religious aspect. It embodies both aspects, 
and it is protected by the Preserving Power 
of BAHA’O’LLAH Himself. A Universal or World 
House of Justice shall be organized. That 
which it orders shall be the Truth in explain-
ing the Commands of BAHA’O’LLAH, and that 
which the House of Justice ordains concern-

ing the Commands of BAHA’O’LLAH shall be 
obeyed by all. But that will be the House of 
Justice organized from amongst the 
members of the Houses of Justice of the 
whole world, and all men shall be under the 
supervision of that House of Justice.” 

❖ Source: Star of the West, Vol. IV, No. 15 
(December 12, 1913), p. 255 (Special 
“Teaching” Issue).
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2 December 1912 Talk: Promulgation Version

❖ Promulgation: “He has ordained and 
established the House of Justice, which is 
endowed with a political as well as a 
religious function, the consummate union 
and blending of church and state. This 
institution is under the protecting power of 
Bahá’u’lláh Himself. A universal, or 
international, House of Justice shall also be 
organized. Its rulings shall be in accordance 
with the commands and teachings of 

Bahá’u’lláh, and that which the Universal 
House of Justice ordains shall be obeyed by 
all mankind. This international House of 
Justice shall be appointed and organized 
from the Houses of Justice of the whole 
world, and all the world shall come under its 
administration.” 

❖ Source: The Promulgation of Universal 
Peace.
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Conclusions

❖ ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s 19 June 1913 talk in Port Said, 
Egypt, sheds new light on His prior responses to 
questions as to what is “new” in Bahá’u’lláh’s 
teachings, on 15 November 1912 and 2 December 
1912, in New York. 

❖ A close comparison between (1) the first publication 
of these two key talks in the Star the West 
magazine, and (2) their later, edited republication 
in The Promulgation of Universal Peace, shows that 
the earlier versions were probably more true to the 
original. 

❖ This is most evident in the 15 November 1912 talk 
where, in editing the text for republication in 
Promulgation, editor Howard MacNutt turns ‘Abdu’l-
Bahá’s rhetorical questions into categorical answers. 

❖ For Bahá’ís, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s approach has potentially 
and possibly profound implications for public 
discourse, considering ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s role as the 
“Perfect Exemplar” — not only as a paragon and 
paradigm of all Bahá’í virtues, but as a model for 
how best to present and teach the Bahá’í Faith. 
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Out of this pitch blackness there dawned the morning splendor of the Teachings of 
Bahá’u’lláh. He hath dressed the world with a garment new and fair, and that new 
garment is the principles which have come down from God. […] The people, therefore, 
must be set completely free from their old patterns of thought, that all their attention 
may be focused upon these new principles, for these are the light of this time and the 
very spirit of this age. (Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá)


‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .
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Unless these Teachings are effectively spread among the people, until the old ways, the 
old concepts, are gone and forgotten, this world of being will find no peace, nor will it 
reflect the perfections of the Heavenly Kingdom. Strive ye with all your hearts to make 
the heedless conscious, to waken those who sleep, to bring knowledge to the ignorant, 
to make the blind to see, the deaf to hear, and restore the dead to life. It behooveth you 
to show forth such power, such endurance, as to astonish all beholders. (Selections from 
the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá)

‘Abdu’l-Bahá        .
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“Unless these Teachings are effectively spread, this world of being will find no peace.”
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