






































































































































































































































366 THE BAHA'f WoORLD

BAHMAN MIHRABANI
NI'MAT YIGANIGH
RAM DAYAL SHARMA

A motor accident on February 26, 1963, took
the lives of Bahman Mihrabdni, Ni‘mat
Yigdnigi and Ram Dayal Sharma and deprived

Ni‘mat Yigdnigi

Bahman Mihrabdni

the Bahd'i community of India of three of its
most outstanding teachers. They had played an
active role in initiating teaching in the remote
villages and mass enrollment areas of the
country. They were travelling to New Delhi to
attend a recently called conference to cele-
brate the teaching victories achieved and to
plan a campaign of expansion and consolida-
tion. The friends gathered at the conference held
a memorial meeting to mourn the loss of their
three companions whose dedicated service was
a source of inspiration and an example deserv-
ing of emulation.

Bahman Mihrabdni, in his early teens, left his
home in Yazd, Persia, and settled in Bombay.
He learned of the Cause through his uncle and
quickly embraced it. He was a gifted teacher
and won to the Cause many people of capacity.
With his wife and family he pioneered to & : L
Gwalior where there were no resident Bahd’is Ram Dayal Sharma
















IN MEMORIAM

even by those who deeply admired her and
benefited from her tutelage. To one of her
retiring and unostentatious nature the appre-
ciations received upon her passing would have
been a source of embarrassment. She was disci-
plined, patrician, impeccable in manner and
dress, and for half a century served the Baha'i
Cause with serene conviction of its ultimate
triumph.

The first written account of Miss Pinchon’s
association with the Bahd'i Faith is to be found
in the letters of Dr. J. E. Esslemont to Dr.
Lutfu’llih Hakim, written between 1915-1921.
Dr. Esslemont was at that time resident medical
officer at the Home Sanatorium, Bournemouth.
Hewrote on May 6, 1915: “Thisafternoon Miss
Pinchon, Miss Duke, Miss Martyn and I had
a little meeting; they are all deeply interest-
ed. . .” And then, on May 19: *“Miss Pinchon
and ong or two others are coming tomorrow.
Quite a number of friends here are interested in
reading the books and I am getting quite a
little lending library now.” “The interest con-
tinues to grow quietly,” he wrote the following
month. “T hope you will be able to pay a return
visit to Bournemouth during the summer to
help us along. . . T have Baha’'i talks here every
Wednesday and Thursday with a few friends
and am keeping a good deal of literature
circulating, and am preparing the ground and
sowing seed as I find opportunity.”

In April 1916 Dr. Esslemont related that
“our meetings are not very large but they are
helpful” and three months later that Miss
Pinchon was teaching a Baha'i class for child-
ren; the class donated ten shillings to the
Temple Fund and occasionally held their
meetings at the home of Major Tudor Pole.

Dr, Esslemont records on August 2, 1919, that
“Miss Pinchon's Progressive Thought Library
seems to be getting on well.  am going to givea
lecture on Esperanto there . . . and she hopes,
after that lecture, to start Esperanto Classes at
the library.” A letter to Dr. Hakim dated
March 21, 1920 states that Miss Pinchon was
“‘delighted” to receive a message from *Abdu’l-
Baha which had been forwarded through Dr.
Esslemont. “I saw Miss Pinchon today,”
Esslemont wrote. “We were talking about
starting a weekly Bahi'i meeting at her
library. . . T have started revising and pruning
the book. . ." The following summer Dr.
Esslemont wrote of the visit of a Baha'i teacher
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from London, Mrs. George, who came to assist
the struggling Bournemouth group. In the
spring of 1921 he was able to report that he and
Miss Pinchon had shared with some others the
platform of a Bahd'i public mecting held at
Boscombe which nine attended, and that
Feasts were held regularly at Miss Pinchon’s
library.

After the passing of the Master in 1921, Miss
Pinchon’s love for ‘Abdu’l-Bahi flowered into
fruitful service. The interplay of the Bahd'i
teachings upon her creative mind resulted in
the publication of a book The Coming of the
Glory. Written just six years after the Bahd’i
world was deprived of the physical presence of
the Centre of the Covenant, the book reflects a
deep grasp of the history of the Cause and its
spiritual and administrative teachings which
are imaginatively presented. *Your book
admirable in presentation exquisite in style,”
Shoghi Effendi cabled Miss Pinchon in 1927,
Volume II of The Bahd'i World places The
Coming of the Glory at the head of the twenty-
one titles listed as *Bahd’i Publications of
England”™ and notes that the book “has been
highly endorsed by Shoghi Effendi™.

In her preface to the slim volume Miss
Pinchon states: “The following has been
written in the hope that it may serve to awaken
interest, particularly among the young and
thoughtful, in a great modern Movement, the
spirit and principles of which are, I believe, the
spiritual light of the epoch now opening before
us, and which is steadily gaining adherents, and
the recognition of enlightened and progressive
minds, in every quarter of the globe.”

The book was serialized in Star of the West,
commencing with Volume xvm, in 1927, The
footnote introducing it contained another ap-
preciation from the Guardian: “The book is
correct in its presentation of the essentials of the
Faith, eminently readable, exquisitely arranged,
and has a distinctive charm unsurpassed by any
book of its kind, whether written by Eastern or
Western believers. T heartily recommend it to
every earnest and devout teacher of the Cause.”

Between 1927-1936 Miss Pinchon contribu-
ted generously to Bahd'i periodicals, In addi-
tion to the instalments of her book, the pages of
early issues of Star of the West and World Order
magazine carried fifteen articles on an astonish-
ingly wide variety of subjects, one play drama-
tizing an encounter between a devout Christian

































































