THE BO®KS OF GOD ARE OPEN
R

By E. 8. Campbell

Baha'i Pubklishing Committee
Wilmette, Illincis
1950



", . . and the boeks were opered and another book

was opened.

~-( Revelation 20:12 ).

"The Book of God is wide open and His Word is sum-~

moning mankind unvo Him. "

--( Gleanings from the Writings of

Bahé&tu'llah, XCII, pp. 183, 4).
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THE GRZEAT DAY OF GOL —- TNMPENDING CATACLYSMIC

UPHEAVALS.

THE BEST BELOVED IS COME -~ THE APPEARANCE OF

THE MANIFiSTATION OF GOD.

THE MOST GREAT FEACE -- THE KINGLOM OF GOD

UPON ZARTH.
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NLISTEN--~

it is the Eternal speaking ~- do not be too proud to hearken; do honor to the Eter-
nal your God before the darkness ralis, before jyour footsteps stumble on the twi-
light hills, before the gleam ycu look for turns to & dead zlcom. If you will not
listen, then I must weep in secre¢t for your pride, mine eyes must stream with tears,
for the Eternal's flock borne off to exile.! -- (Jeremiah 13:15,Moffattt's Transla-
tion). :

"I WISH TO AUAKEN YCU

out of your deep siumber. Do you know in what day you are living? Do you realize
in what dispensation jyou exist? Have you not read in the Holy Scriptures that at
the consummation of the ages there would dawn a day -- the sum total of all past
days? -~('Abdut!l~Baha in Promulgation of Universal Peace).

"THE TIME FOREORDAIN

unto the pecples and kindrecs of the earth is now come. The promises of God as
recorded in the Holy Scriptures have all been fulfiiled. Out of Zion hath gone
forth the Law of God, and Jerusalem, and the hilis and land thereof, are filled with
the glory of his Revelation. Happy is the man that pondereth in his heart that
which hath been revealed in the books of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

Meditate uporn this, O ye beloved of God, and let your ears be attentive to His
Word, so that ye may, by His Grace and ifercy, drink your fill from the crystal waters
of constancy and become as steadfast and immovable as the mountain in His Cause.

--(Gleanings from the Writings of 3aha'u'llah, pp. 12, 13)

PTHIS IS TiI DAY

whereon human ears have been privileged to hear what He Who conversed with God
(Moses) heard upon Sinai, what He Who is the Friend of God (iMunammad) heard when
lifted up towards Him, what He Who is Lhe Spirit of God (Jesus) heard as he ascended
unto Him, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.”

(Advent of Divine Justice, p. 66)

UGREAT INDEED IS THIS DAY!

The allusions made to it in all the Sacred Secriptures as the Day of God attest its
greatriess. The soul of every Prophet of God, of every Divine HMessenger, hath
thirsted for this woncrous Day. Alli the divers kindreds of the earth have, likewise,
yearned to attain it." (Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u’lldn, p. 11)

"THE g0CK CF GOD IS WIDE OFPEN,

and His Word is summoning menkind unto Him., No more than a mere haneful, however,
hath been found willing to cleave to His Cause, cr to become the instruments for its
pronotion. These few have been endued with the Divine Elixir that can, alone, trans-
mute into purest gold the dross ef the world, and have been empowered to administer
the infallible remedy for all the jilis that afflict the children of men. No man can
obtain everlasting life unless he embraceth the truth of this inestimable, this won-
drous,; and sublimu Revelation.®

(Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, p. 183)
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THiS CHPISTIAN SCRIPTURES

when viewed in the light of their real internt and purpossz, are a graphic portrayal
of the events which are unfolaing vefore cur very eyes in tl ic Day of Days. Not
only so, but the Prophets of all the Divinely revealed religions, not to mention
the sages, posts and secular historians, have haronized on the marvelous theme-
song of the coming of the Best Beloved; they all have jeined in the magnificent
chorus celebrating the Coming cf the Lord of Glory with His ancinted to set up the
Kingdom of God upon the earth.

The sharp of spiritual sight perceive that the Books of God are now open and
that M"another book is opened! (1 . 20:12) and that the peoples of tne world and
the works of their hends are belng wei hed ane judged. Since no prophecy may be
uncerstood until it e fulfilled (Cf. Dan. 12:2, 9) and since the events of recent
decades have remarkebly increassd in severity, let us examine the course of these
events in the light of Sacred Writ.

'BEHOLD THE DISTURBANCES

wWnich, for many a long year, have afflicted the earth, and the pertureation that
hath seized its peoples. It nath either been ravazed by war, or tormented by
sudden and unforesesn calamities. Though the world is encoipassed with misery and
distress, yet rio man hath paused to reflect what the cause or source of that may be.
Whenever the True Counselor attered a word in adwonishment, lo, they all denounced
Him as a mover of mischiel anc rejected His claim. How pbewildering, how confusing
is such behavicr!t (Gleanings from the Writings of sahd'u'llah, p. 218)

YHAT SHALL BE THE EMD OF THESE TH

This guestion from the Hebrew Scr Ltonishment of the Proghet
Daniel as he witnessed, more than tw a a spiritual preview of
the events which would signalize the consummstion of the Age.

Doak, even to the time of
il be rere asea, And T
ot sl .

"But thou, O Daniel, shut up the worcs and se
the e¢nd: and wany shall run to and fro and knowle
heard, nut T understocd not: Then I said '0
these things?! and he said 'Go thy waj, L
eazled £1ll the time of the enat. i
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had recorded that he
did not uncerstand the visic 1S hs 54 or an xpiazation
of them. appears to have asksc how or ybt Kncw when the cn
of things hac arrived. The answer had a vady oeen given in the g
tion: Many shall run to and fro and knowleage shasl bDe increassdl. At what time
during the more than two tnoeusand years tnat have clapsed since these words were
smok:n has there been such & succen upsurge of knowledse or such an increasc in
tation as that which the worlc nas 25t hundred yoars.
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witnessed during the o

Another Hebrew prophet, Fahum by nams, writing at sbout the same time, and
looking to the same cay ef consummatiocn says:

"The chariots shall be with flaming torches in the aay of his prevaration....
the charicts shall rage in the streets, they shall jostle against one another in
the broad ways: they shall seem like torches; they sharl run lice lifhtnings.”

(Nahum 2:3, 4)
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Let the reader reflect: If the day in which we are living is not the day of
preparation, in what other aze since these words were spoken, did the chariots
either looic or behave like this?

In the lisht of the foregoing ccnsider the patient and pointed discourse of
Jesus as recorded in the twenty-fourth chapler ef Matthew:

The disciples haa come to him privately saying,

"Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of Thy coming?
and of the end of the world? And Jesus answered and said unto them, 'Take heed that
no man deceive you, For many shall come in my rame, saying I am Christ; and shall
deceive many'". (Matthew 24: 3-51)

From the foregocing it is clear that the disciples understcood and expected
Jesus! return and the end of the world to appear simuitaneously. The reader will
also observe that Jesus let the observation stand unchallenged thus indicating that
their understanding on this point was correct.

The entire twenty-fourth chapter of ifatthew goes on to unfold, step by step,
with unerring accuracy and with unmistakable clarity Jesus' discourse on the events
leading up to the Great Day of God., Some of

. THE SIGKS @F THE TIMES

which he noted are these:

"And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars: see that ye be not troubled;
for all these things must ceme to pass, and the end is not yet. For nation shall
rise up against nation and kingdom against kingdom; anc there shall se famines and
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the beginning of
sorrows . " (Matthew 24:6-8) --And the end is not yet....these are but the beginning
of SOrrows,....

"Then shall they deliver you up unto trieulation, and shall kill you: and ye
shall be hated of the nations for my neme's sake.” Jesus continues in this same
twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew, "Anc then shall many stumble, and shall deliver
up one ancther. And many false prophets shall arise, and shall lead many astray.
And because iniquity shall be ed, the love of many shall wax cold, but he
that endureth to the end, the hall be saved." (Matthew 24: 9-13)

At this point the reader will surely recail the vivie characterization of the
last days giver a little later by the Apostlie Pzul in an admonition to young
Timothy:

"This know alsc, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall
be lovers of their own selves, covetous, prouad, olasphemous, disopedient unto par-
ents, unthankful, unholy, vztkou natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers,

t
incontinent, fierce, despisers of thoss that are OJUQ; traitors, heady, hLbHYAnuea,
lovers of pleasure mors than lovers of God; having a form of godliness but denying
the power thereof.* (II Tim. 3:1-5)

In a gimilar vein is the prornecy of the learned Shaikul Akbar Muniudin Ibne
Arabi written in ancient India ccnt“rles zgo and describing the conditions which
would prevail immediately preceding the advent of the Quiamat (or, The Great Res-
urrection):
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"There shall be no peace except the sleep. The people of the East will praise
those of the West, women will be considered men's equals, iron will be mere costly
than gold, a new metal reseubling silver will be discovered, people will like to
take their food before the shops in open bazaars, dresses will be very short, women
will shamelessly roam outside their houses, pecple will be in their beds even after
the sun has risen, they will fly in the air like ®irds, they will be able to send
messages instantly to ether countries. Beds, etc., will be of iron; people will be
conveyed from one place to anether by lifeless thinzs which wiil pass through the
earth at great speed, the sun will come down to the earth at night and people will
welcome its rays." (Cf. Shirin Fozdar, in "World Order Magazine', Aug. 1, 1947,
pp- 185FF) (Also Gleanings from the Writings of Bahatu'lléh, Ch, CXII.)

"And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one anothier....and because
iniquity shall abound, the love #f many shall wax cold....and this gospel of the
kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all naticns and then
shall the end come." (Matthew 2/:10~1/)

It was in 1841, after the Christian missionaries had carried the gospel to the
far away recesses of Tibet, that the American Bible Society went on record stating
that now the Gospel has at last been preached in all the world. Three years later,
on the eve of May 23, 1844, there arose in Shiraz. Fersia, a young Persian, by name
tAli-Muhammad, who took the spiritual title of "The 3ab! which means "The Door", or
WThe Gate!, and who declared that he wus the Forerunner and Herald of "Him whom God
would make Manifest!; fthe Promised One of all the ages!; and "The Glory of God".,
Nineteen years later the Promised One appeared, in the person of Mirza Husein Ali,
prince of the province of Ndr in Persia, wno made His declaration and who took the
spiritual title of "Bahidtu'llah® which means "The Glory of Godn,

Let us now return to the discourse of Jesus in the twenty-fourth chapter of
Matthew:

"When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel
the prophet, stand in the holy place (Whose readeth, let him understand....)"
(Matthew 24:10).

Here, Jesus makes reference to the eighth chapter of Daniecl where the time for
the appearance of the Lord of Glory is specifically pointed out and named:

"Phery I heard one saint speaking and another salnt sald unto that certain saint
which spoke, 'How long shall be the vision, concerning the daily sacrifice, and the
transgression of desolation, to give poth the sanctuary and the host to be trodden
under foot?!" (Daniel 8:13-17.) Whercupon the following answer was made: "Unto two
thousarnd and three hundred days; ther shall the sanctuary be cleansed -- 'At the
time of the end shall be the vision'" {Daniel 8:14.)

From the time of decrece of Artazerxes, in 457 B.C., for the rebuilding and res-
toration of Jerusalem, to the birth of Jesus the Christ we have 456 years and from
the birth of Jesus to the declaration of the Bab (on May 23rd), 1844 we have a
period of of 1844 years, and since the day of the Lord is a year (Cf. Numbers 14:34),
we have a total of 2300 days—-wher,, "at the time of the end shall be the visicn.t

(See also, Daniel 9:23-27.)
Here the students of religion will recall that one William Miller, founder of a

Christian sect called from his name, "The llillerites?, fixed the time for the event,
commonly referred to as the second-coming of Christ, as 1843-1844. About this sanme
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time a group of Christians from Stuttgart in Germany meved to IMbt. Carmel and estab-
lished a community. Over the doorways of the hoies they built they inscribed these
words: "Der Herr ist Nahe', which means "Tne Lord is Night.

While it would appear that there ceuld be ne clearer indication of the time of
the appearance of the Manifestation of God, than that which Daniel has given, he
proceeds to give other signs which would mark the time of this great event:

"And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince, which standeth for
the children of thy people; and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was
since there was a nation even to that same time," (Daniel 12:1.)

Let us now turn again te Jesus'! disceurse in the twenty-fourth chapter, verse
twenty-one and note how completely his description parallels that of Daniel:

"For then shall e great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning ef
the world to this time, no, nor shall ever be.t

Thus, step by step, both the discourse of Daniel and that of Jesus, depict an
unrelenting intensification of travail which will end in the complete convulsion of
civiligation. Jesus concludes the discourse with these words:

"Jmmediately after the tribulaticn of those days shall the sun be darkened, and
the moon shall not give her light and the stars shall fall from the heaven: and the
powers of the heaven shall be shaken: ard then shall appear the sign of the Son of
Man in heaven..,."

(Here read Ezekiel 1:4=28 where beth the mement, the manner of the likeness of
the appearance of the Manifestation are depicted in sharp focus....)

"And then shall all the tribes of “he esarth mourn, and they shall see the Son
of Man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.' (Matt., 24:20.)

While it is not clear whether the words of Jesus "And the powers of the heaven
shall be shaken® indicate a literal or phenomenzl catastrephe it is a fact that all
the Holy Books are replete with allusions to

A MOST CREAT CORVULSION

through which the earth would pass towards the censummation of the age and which
would itself be a contributing factor in this consummation.

"The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens
shall pass away with a great neise and the elements shall melt with fervent heat; the
earth alse and the works that are therein shall be oburned up." (II Peter 3:10.)

(See alse Matt., 2hih2-L4; Luke 12:35-40; I Thes. 5:1-7; KHev., 3:3; and
Rev. le:14-16.)

"Therefore, I will shake the heavens, and the szarth shall move eut of her place,
in the wrath ef the Lord ef Hosts, in the day of his ficrce anger.” (Isa. 13:13.)

"The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall be removed like a
cottage; and the transgressien thereof shall be heavy upon it, and it shall fall and
not rise again." (Isaiah 24:20.)

(Cf. Also Gleanings from the Writings of ®aha'u'llah, Ch. LiI; Ch. LXX, p.l,
Ch. CVIII.)
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"Thou shall be visited of tne Lord of Hosts with thunder, and with earthquake,
and great noise, with storm anc tempest, anc the flame of cdeveuring fire. 3o that
the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of ths field, and
all creeping things that creep upon the earth, shall shake at my presence, and the
mountains shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall fall, and every wall shall
fall to the ground." (HEzek., 32:20.)

(See also Luke 21:11; and Nahum 1:5.)

"Enter into the rock and hide in the dust, for the fear of the Lord, and for

the glory of his majesty. The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughti~
ness of man shall e bowed down, and the Lord alone shall be exa;teu i that day."

(Isaiah 2:11.)

(See here, Isa. 3:16, 4:2.)

"T will shake the heavens and the =zarth....ana t all nations shall

come.,..(and) fill this house witn glory." (Haggai 2
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(Sze also Isa. 24:1; Zech. 12:8.9; Ezek. 6:11,12; Matt. 24;21,22; Ezek.l:ly-
L9®; Hab. 2:14, et al.)

"For the Son of Man shall come in the Glory of the Father with hi
then shall he reward every man according to nis works.!" (Matt. 16:27.)

angels; and
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(See also, Matt. 13:41-43; Luke 21:20-28.)

"he world is in trevail and its agitetion waxeth day by day. Its face is
turned toward waywardness and unbelief. Such will be its plight, that to disclose
it now would not be meet and seeumly; its perversity will long continue, and when the
appointed hour is come there shall suddenly appear that which shall cause the limbs
of markind to quake. Then and oniy then, will the Divine Stancard be unfurled, and
the Nigntlngal» of Paradise warble its melody.!" (Gleaninzs froa the Writings of
Bdha‘u’Llah LXI, p. 119

“nﬁ of the phasses of the
> a complately comnercislize
ts f nancial structure. In orde

@oc is p@rtrayﬁd as the utlter destru

e O

upon Babylon,
zation, let the
the final dencuc

Mand a strong & 1 teck up a stone as it were a great aillstone, and cast it
into the sea, tThus with a wig 14 Dabyler, the great city, be

cast down, and shall be found rc

And the voice of harpsrs anc minstrels anc flute players and trumpeters shall
be heard no more¢ i

ot

And no craftsman, of whatever craft, shall peg found any more at all in thee;

Ard the voice of a mill shall be heard no more at all in thee;

And the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all
in thoe;
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For thy merchants were the princes of the earth; for with thy sorcery were all
nations deceived. Anc in her was found the Wlood of prophets and of saints, and of
all that have Wween slain upon the earth.” (Revelation 18:21-2.)

(See here Isa. 47:1-15; (esp. 7-9); Isa. 24:1-23; Rev. 18:1-24; Isa.3:16-L4:2;
Ezek. 38:19-23; 1Isa., 29:5-1Z2; Joel Z:1~11; Obacdiah 15; Gleanings from the Writ-
ings of Baha'a'llah, Ch. XII; Isaiah 34:1-17.)

tAnd I eeheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of Days did sit,

whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of whose head like tne pure wool; his
throne like the fiery flams, and his wheels as burning fire.

A fiery stream issued end came forth from before him: thousand thousands minis-
tered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stocd befores him: the judgment
was set and the books were opened." (Daniel 7:9, 10)

(See especially Daniel 7:14, 27; and also Rev. 20:12.)

"And the Lord shell be king over all the earth: in that day there shall be one
Lord, and his name one," (Zech. 14:9

(See also I Kings 8:27, where Solomon eueries, '"Will God indeed dwell upon
earth?" See also Jude 143 Isa. 2:2, 3; Mic. 4:1-8; Tit. 2:13: Dan. 7:4l;

- ° . L] e 4 - ’ . o
Gleanings from the Writings of Bahatu'llah, Ch. X; 1Isaiah 6; Zech. 8:20-22;

Luke 13:29; 1Isa. 28:6; 1Isa. 42:5.)

"Afterward he brousht me to the GATE that loeketh toward the cast, and behold,
THE GIORY OF THE GOD OF ISRAEL came from the wey of the east; and his volce was like
the noise of many waters; and the earth shined with his glory....And the ZLORY OF
THE LOED came into the house by WAY of the GATE whose prospect is towarc the east. !
(Ezekiel L3:1-4)

Y4 ’ f. . . v - ks
The Baha'i's believe that the fore oing verses refer to The Bab and Bana'u'llah
and their respective birthplaces, The Bab having been born in Shiraz in Persia and
Bahatu'llah having been born In Tencran to the eastward fronm Shiraz.

WO 15 THIS KING OF GLORY?

WLift up your heads, O ye Gates; and ove fued up, ye everlasting doors; and
the King of Glory shall come in., Whe is thnils King of Glory?. The Lord strong and
mighty; the Lord mighty in battle. Lift ap your heads, O ye Gates; even 1ift them
up ye everlasting doors; and the Xing of Glory shall coms in. Who is this Xing of

Glory? The Lord of Hosts, he is the King of Glory." (FPsalms 24:7-10)

4

This passage, the Baha'i's believe, refers ©o "The Bab" whose name means "The
Gate! and Bzha'u'llan whosce name means "The Glory of God", The Bab, who was the
gateway to the great new dispensation of Bana'u'ilah, was also an indepenaent
Prophet, or a Manifestation of God in his own rizht. He inaugurated the Babi dis-
pensation whose duration was tc cease when "The Glory of God" should appear. When
Baha'u'llah appearcd 19 years later the Babi dispensation camc to an end by the im-
plicit command of The Bib who had instructed his foilowers to turn immediately to
Baha'u'llah, thus eeuonstrating how in the Divine economy relizicus dispensations
are abrogated with finality in favor of a new dispensation of the Religion of God.

Let it be pointed out in this connection that all the great Divinely revealed
religions are looking for the simultanecus return and re-manifestation of two great
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prophets: Thus "in the Bible the Jews nave the promise of the Lord of Hosts and the
Messiah; in the Gospels the return of Christ and Elijal is promised; in the religion
of Muhammad there is the promise of the Manhdi and the Messiah; it is the same with
the Zoroastrian and the other religions." (So, 'Abdul-Bahz in Some Answered Questias
Chap. X, pp. Ab, 47.)

(See also Rev. 11:3-5.

HE IS LOLD CF THE VINEYARD

"There was a certain householcer, which planted a vineyard, and hedgea it round
about and digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen
and went into a far country: And when the time of the fruit drev nesar, he sent his
servants to the husbandmsn that they mizht receive the {ruits of it. And the hus-~
bandmen took his scrvants and beat one and slew ancilier aanc stoned another. Again
he sent other servants more than the first; but they did unte them likewise. But
last of all, he sent unto them his son sayin "They will reverence my Son.!' But when
the husbandumen saw the Son, they said among theasclves, This is the heir; come let
us kill him, and iet us seize his inheritance.' And they caught him, and cast him
out of the vineyard and slew him. When the Lord therefore of the Vineyard cometh,
What will he do unto thoce husbancmen?" (Matthew 21: 33-41)

In the foregoing parable Jesus not cnly prefigures his own death, as the son
and heir of the kingdom, but ne also idertifies "“ne Fathier" as "The Lord of the
Vineyard",

That Jesus, who was manifested in the flesh in the station of the Son, will re-
turn, that is, he will re-appear and be re-manifested in the station of the Father
is clear from other verses from the Hebrew and the Christian Scriptures as well as
from other Jacred Writings.

(see John 17:11, 26; John 20:17; I Tim. 6:ilk; and John 1:18)

2

"THE 8257 BRLOVED IS COME!

In His right hend is the scsled Wine of His naume. Happy is the men that turneth
unto Him, and dTlﬂKeuk his il and exclaimeth: 'Prelse be to Thee, O Revealer of

the signs of God!! ousness of the Alalgzhty! Every hiddsn thing hath

been manifested thro CUISY ui truth. favors of God have been sent
down, as & token of His grace The waters of everlestirg life nave, in thelr full-

; round by thz hand
for oene short amoment ., !

Ch. XVII; XVIII)

ness, been proffersed unto .
of the Well-Beloved. i

(Gleanings from the Writings of Zaha'ut Ch. AlV;

TH Uil
He GULDEN KEY

to the understanding of all the Sacred dnspired Writings is an understanding of the
X fim

Baha'i principle of tre unity of God and His prophebs. This point has been cluci-

dated with characteristic clarity by Bahatu'llah in tne following terms:

it is clear and evident to thee that all the proghets are the Tamples of the
Cause of God, who have appeared clothed in divers attire. If thou wilt observe with
discriminating eycs, thou wilt behold then all abiding in the same tabernacle, soar-
ing in the ssme heaven, seated upon the same throne, uttering the same gpeech, and
proclaiming the same Faith., Such is the unity of thos: essences of Bzing, those
luminaries of infinite aend immeasurable splendor!” (Baha'i’ World Faith, p. 22)




-9

JESUS TAUGHT THE UNITY OF THE PROPHETS

That Jesus understood, and taught the principle of the oneness of the prophets
of God is seen from the following:
"For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of Me.!

(John 5:46)

(See also, Deuteronomy 18:15, 18; and Mark 9:11-13; where John the Baptist is
identified as Elias. Sce also, Matt, le:2/; Matt. ¢l.13, 14; John 8:19; and
John 15:26.)

Thus Jesus, himself, could say: "3efore Abraham was, I AM." (Note especially
John 8:58 of the larger context 16-58.)

(See also John 17:1-26, noting especially versss 12, 23, 26.)

Wherefore also, Moses, '"The Man of God'", in blessing the Children of Israel he-
fore his death, hath said:

"he lord came from 3inai, and rose up from Seir unto them; he shined forth from
Paran, and he came with ten thousands of saints; from his right hand went a fiery law
unto them." (Deut. 33:2)

Here Moses names a succession of five Manifestations of God. Note that while
he alcne of the five had at that time appeared he visualigzes all as having already
appreared, speaking of them as he does in the past tense, This succession we recog-
nize to ee: Moses and Jesus from Sinal; Muhammad and The Bab who rose up from Seir
and shined forth from Pardn, The, a0 whose advent was attended by 10,000 martyrs to
his Cause (Cf. Jude 14); and Bah&'utlléh is He from whose richt hand went forth a
fiery law in the letters which He addressed to the crowned heads of the earth.

(Query: If Moses could Sce and name the next five Manifestations to come, why
did he not name the next ten? The answer is, he could have, but he was concerned
only with those who belonged to this cycle.)

(Cf. Gleanings from the Writings of Bsha'u'lilah, XXXIX, p. ®8ff.; ZLVII, p.101;
XXI1I, pp. oh,55; also Cr. XIV.)

~ e 1 . o o A
God", "Tre Scn of CGod", and

While particular appe £
ahaa, Jesus and Muhammad ruspactiven

"he Seal ef the Prophets® apply especially to Abrah

ly, it is clear that the appellations "Thu King of Clory", ™he Lord of Hostst, "the
Bternal Truth?, "the Ancient of Da JF”, "Lhe Dusire of all Nations', "the Best Bﬂleved"
and "the Glory of God" refer primarily to the Great Universal Manifestation of God
whose appesrance marks the conswumation of the age and the ushering in of a new
civilization and a divine new order upon carth.
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-
=

r-(

UNTO ALL TRUTH

Let those who contend that the Revelation which Jesus brought is final ponécr in
their hearts the import ef their contention. In effect they say: "This is God
final revelation; God's final messenger; this is the last message we shall ever have
from God; there is no more; this is the end; - and indeed it is; -~ but only the end
of an age; the ene ef a serics of religicus dispensations wnich make up a religious
cycle as musical measures make up the score of a beautiful symphony.

Let those who make the contention that their prophet is final be reminded that
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the adherents of all the religjous dispensations of thie past have, without exception,
taken this position with reference to the new cispensation. Here is a mystery: while
each new dispensation of the Religion of God zlwasys acimowledges, accredits and ac-
cepts the preceding dispensatiocns, as in the case of tie Christian recognizing the
Jewish, and of the Meohammedar reCO"wi"ing poth the Christisn end the Jewish, only a
mere handful of prepared souls in any established dispensation are able to recognize
and accept the Manifestation of God in his new attire and embrace his teachings for

the new day of God.

That Jesus himself moreover, did not regard his revelation as final may be seen
from the following words:

"] have yet meny things to say unto you, bat you cannct bear them now....Howbeit,
when the spirit of Truth is come, he will zuide you unto all truth." (John 15:12,13)

(See also John 15:26; Jehn 14:16-20; John 14:26; Heb., 4:3-11, especially
verses 8-10)

"The Comforter whose advent all the scriptures have promised is now come that he
may reveal unto you all kHOWledge and wisdom. Seek him over the entire surface of
the earth, haply ye may find him." (World Order of Baha'ut'llah, pp. 104, 5)

From the feregoing it is clear thnat a series of several great events are ex-
pected tc appear in the contingent world, either concurrcnulj or serially, between
the initial appearance of the Manifestation of God and the final ushering in of the
Kingdom ef GOd upon earth. These are: a catacliysmic uphieaval; a world-wide economic
collapse and a fiery holocaust or Armagsddon.

If the reader entertains any doubts as Lo whether these events are to be taken
literally or figuratively let him ask himself if they could not e fulfilled in both
senses at one and the same time, These events will presumably be fulfilled in every
sense in which they mey conceivably be expected to be fulfilled and that whatever
sign may be required will be forthcoming and surely supplied so that no man shall
have grounds for excuse.

A NEW CIVILIZATIOH

1And he that sitteth on the tLhrone said new?
I
i

(Revelation 21:5
in the last days, that Lhe mountein ef the Lord!s

And it shall come to pass 3 b 2
he top of the meuntains, and shell be exalted above
o )

house shall be established in t
the hills; and &ll nations shal

And many people snall go
the Lord, tu the house of the
will wallk in his paths; for cut of
Lord from Jerusaleit.!

nid sav"C@ms ye and lseb us g0 up to the mountain of
} i1l teacn us his ways, and we
the law, and the Word of the

And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many psoples: and they
shall beat their swords intc plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks: nation
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shail they learn war anymore.!
(Isaish 2:2-4)

ry

(S=e also, Isa. 60:1-22; Rev., 21:10-26; Rev. 22:3,4; Isa. 54:1-17)
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A NEW HEAVEN AND A NZW ZARTH

Jesus had much to say about the Kingdem of God. He taught his disciples to
pray for its coming (Cf. Matt. 6:10); He says that the preaching of the Kingdom of
God was his mission: "I must preach the good tidings of the kingdom of God to the
other cities also: for thercfore was I sent." (Luke L:43)

At no point does he claim to have come to establish the Kingdom of God on earth
but when the Jews would have inaugurated this kingdom by forecibly c¢rowning him king,
he eluded them and fled into the mountains (Cf. John 6:15); on another occasion he
explained that the bestowing of positions of preference in the Kingdom of God was
not within his prerogative sut in the hands of the Father who heads the Kingdom,
(cf. Matt., 20:20-23).

"And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth are passed away; and the sea is no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusa-
lem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride acorned for her hus-
band. And I heard a great voice out of the throne saying,

tBehold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he shall ewell with them, and
they shall be his peoples, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God:

Anc he shall wipe away every tz2ar from their eyes; and death shall be no more;
neither shall there be meurning, nor crying, nor pain, any more; for the first things
are passed away.'!

And he that sitteth on the throne said, 'Behold I make all things new.! And he
saith, 'Write: for these things are faithful and true.:

And he said unto me, 'They are come to pass., 1 zm Alpha and Omega, the begin-
ning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water
of life freely.

He that overcometh shall inherilt these things; and I will be his God, and he
shall e my son,

But. for the fearful, and unbelisving, and abominable, and murderers, and forni-
cators, and sorcerers, and idolators, and all liars, their part shall be in the lake
that burneth with fire and brimstone; wihich is the second death'", (Rev., 21:1-83)

;0 Isa. 29:17~24; Isa. 35:1-10;

(Sec also, Isa. 05:17-25; I Peter 3:13
Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llsh, Ch. XXV)

Bricfly the intent of the foregeing promises and prophecies, the Raha'i's be-
lieve, is that the Great Day of God is at hand; that we have already entered it in
fact; thet the events which would signalize its advent are gradually unfolding before
our very eyes or are lmnediately lmpending; that we are witnessing the death pangs
of one civilization in anticipation of the establishment of a new, Divinely creatsd
and Divinely aeministered, civilization -- the Kingdom of God upon the earth; and
that the Baha'i World Faith itselfl holds the key te the unity of the human race and
that it is the door to the liew Ape.

That thie world is moving toward this Divinely ordained destiny; that, ineeed, it
stands upon the very threshold of its realization will be seen from a careful perusal
ffendl, the Guardian of the

wm

of the implications of the foilowing statement oy Shoghi Hf
Baha'i’ Worle Faith:

: . Pl . P . 4 5 ! . 5 e
"The unity of the hwsan race, as envisaged by gehatu'llah, implies the estab-
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lishment of a world commonweaith in which all nations, races, creeds and classes are
closely and permanently united, and in which the autonomy of its state members and
the persoral freedom and initiative of the individuals that compose them are defi-
nitely and completely safeguarced.

This commonwealth must, as far as we can visualize 1t, consist of a world legis-
lature, whose members will, as the trustees of the whole of mankind, ultimately con-
trol the entire resocurces of all the component notions, and will enact such laws as
shall be required to regulate the life, satisfy the needs and adjust the relation-

ships of all races and peoples.

A world executive, hacked by an internaticnal force, will carry cut the decisions
arrived at, and apply the laws enacted hy, this world legislature, and will safeguard
the organic unity of the whole commonwealtl, A world tribural will adjudicate and
deliver its compulsory and final verdict in all and any disputes that may arise be-
tween the various elements constituting this universal systen.

A mechanism of world intercommunication will be devised, embracing the whole
planet, freed from national hinarance and restrictions, and functioning with marvel-
ous swiftress and perfect regular ty. A world metropolis will act as the nerve
center of a world civilization, the focus towards wiich the unifying forces of life
will converge and from which its cnergizing influences will raciate.

A world language will either be 1uvenard or chiosen from among the existing
languages and will be taugnht in the ncrool all the federated nations as an auxil-
iary to their mother tongue, A world flpt, a world literature, a uniform and uni-
versal system of currency, of melbktu and weasurss, wilil s&mleﬁv and facilitate
intercourse and uncerstanding auong the nations and races of mankind. In such a
world society, science and relizion, the two most potent forces in human life, will
be reconciled, will cooperate, and will harmoniously develop.

The press will, under such a systen, while ;iving full scope to the expression
of the diversified views and convictions ol mar ﬁd, cease to be mischievously manip-
ulated by veatnd interests, whethsr privete or public, snc will be liberated from the
influence of contending governments and peoplss. The economic resources of the world
will be organized, its sources cf raw w,t riatls will be tapped and fully utilized,

its markets will be coordinated ard develoned, and the aistribution of its Orooucts
will be eqguitably regulated.

National rivairies, hatresds and intrigues will cease, and racial animosity and
prejudice will be replaced by raclal amity, undsrstanding and cooperation. The
caugses of religious strife will be peruanently removed, economic barriers and re-
strictions will be completely abolished, and the incordinate distinction between
classes will be obliterated. uutﬁon on the one hand, and gross accumulation of
ownership on the other, will

Z wasted on war, whether cconomic or political,

will be consecrated to such ends as will extend the range of human inventions and

technical deve dDMLHt te the dncrease of the procuctivity of mankind, to the axter-
mination of disease, to the extension of scientifiec research, to the raising of the
standards of physical hesalth, to the sharporing and reilinement of the human brain, to
the exmloitation of the unused and unsuspectad resources of the planet, to the pro-
longation of human life, and to the furthnerance of an] other agency that can stimu-
late the intellectual, the moral, and spiritual | ife of the entire human race.®
(Shoghi Afferdi in God Passcs 2y)
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In conclusion, let all who hepe for the fulFillment of the Promise of God through
the ages, whether they be J"’oh Ch;iofian, or Mohammeden, reflect upon the fellow-
ing utterance concerning Akiid and Haifa made by 'Abduil-gaha to a believer:

The view from the Pilgrim Home is very attractive,especially as it faces the
Blessed tomb of Baha-u'TLaa. In the future the distance between Akka and Haifa will
be built up, and the two cifies will join and clasp hands, becoming the two terminal
sections of one mighty metropolis,

that it will become one of the
;e bay will be transformed into

As I now look over this scenc
first emperiums of the world. Thit 3
the finest harbor, wherein the shi 1 vill seek shelter and refuge.
The great vessels of all peoples will come to thls port, bringing on their decks
thousands and thousands of men and women from every part of the globe.

The mountain and the plain will be dotted with the most nodern bulldings and
palaces. Industries will zst )}1sbcu and various institutions of philanthropic
nature will be founded. The ij vers of civilization and culture from all nations
will be brought here to elend t gir fragrance together and blaze the way for the
brotherhood of man.

Wonderful gardens, orchards, groves and parks will be laid out on all sides. Ab
night the great city will be lighted by electricity. The entire harbor from hkka to
Haifa will be one path of illumination. Powerful searchliights will be placed on both
sides of Mount Carmel to guide the steamers. Mount Caruwel itself, from top to bottam
will be submerged in a sea of lights. A person standaing on the summit of Mount Car-
mel, and the passsngers of the steamers coming to it, will look upen the most sublime
and majestic spectaclie of the whole world.

From every rart of the mountain the symrhony ef Ya-Bahatull-dbha! will be raised,
and before the daybreak soul-entrancing music accompanice by melodious voices will
be uplifted tewards the throne of the Almighty.

Indeed, God's ways are mfotexaohu and unsearchable. What outward relation ex~
ists between §h£réz and Tihrén, Baghded and Constantinople, Adria Lople, Akkd and
Haifa? God worked pabiently, step by step,through these various cities, according
to His own definite ana sternal pLun, uD that the prophecies and predictions as fore-

told by the prophets misght be fulfille

(Here Ci'. Hos. 2:15; Mic. 7:12; Isa. 65:10 and especially Zech. 4:1h)

This golden thread of promise concerning the Messianic Millennium runs through
the Bible, and it was so destined that God in His own zood time would cause its
appearancs. Nob even a single word will be left moaringless ane unfulfilled
(Baha'utliah and The New fra, Chapter LIV, mp. 303 and FF.)

"Oup Father, wWho are in Heaven

Thy Kingdom Come . . .





