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As T am thé Librarian of thévﬁéﬁéfipwofldnéentre Library, it would be
very easy to maké the assumption'that what i am about to say is a set of
official pronouncemebts on behalf of the Rahﬁ’frinstitutioqs. That, however,
is noﬁ the éase. While everykstatem%nt is as néar aS‘possible‘t; whéf I
believe to he true about the Bahi’{ World Centre, the qpini§ns e%bressed are
my own; as wili be the answers that‘T give id aﬁy questions.

Refore undertaking any discﬁssion of the published and unpublished
historical feéources at thelﬁaﬁé’i beld Centre, it is essential that we
understand'what thé Pahi’f World Centre is. Haifa and *Akki aré the twin
cities in which'tﬁe sniritﬁal and’adhinistrative hub of the Bahid’{ community
has been established. The Universai House Qf*Justice is ﬁhe Head of the Faith,
 charaed with legislating on all mattErs not expressly tevealéd in the Bah8’1
sacred writings, or dealt with in the interprepationé of ‘Abdu’l-Rahi and
Shoghi Effendi. Thé Universalyﬂdu5e of Ju#tice, since 1t§ inception in 1963,
has been primafily carrying out theiwork of general administration and
executive funﬁtions, encouragement élﬁcidat{on of questiéns that come from
;Rahéii administrative bodies and individuals, judicial‘functions, and
genera1 edu¢ation Qf the Pah&’f comehity. The International Teaching
Centre, an internétional 1nstitu£ion'subordinate té the Universal House of
Justice, is concerned with the propaggtioﬁ and protection of the Béhé’i
.Faith;vThe departments of these institntions‘provide expertise in various
areas for the support of the funétioné outlined ahove. It f6116ws, therefore,
that the,primafy pufpose of the information resourceskat the international
headquarters of the Rah&’f community 1is to proyide a sound and knowledgeable
basis for ;he confinuation of theéequnctipns of legislatton, propagation,
protectioﬁ, adminisfration, encouragement, elucidétién and education.

Secoﬁdafily, these 1ibréry and‘nréhival resources Qill ultimately also

serve the needs of scholarly researchers. The Raha*{ commitment to such
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scholarship 1is very cleér, for 1t is enshrined in the essential activities of
three of the institutions of the faith of Bah&d’u’ll&h: The Centre for the
Study of the Holy Texts, The Internatfonal Rah4’f Library, and The

International Raha'f Archives.

" The Centre for the Study of the Holy Texts.

This institution, of which the present Research Departmént;isxtﬁe embrvo,
will occupy a building on the arc [1] on Mount Carmel aroﬁnd which the
international administrative institutions‘will have their seats. The Universal
House of Justice has the‘duty “to analyse5 classify and co-ordinate the
writings,"9to‘e1ucidate‘qﬁestions that are obscure” and “‘to pfomulgate and
apply theylaws‘and principles of the Faith.” [2} The succéssful carrying out
of these‘duties, in 511 their far-flung ramifiéations, will require the
existence of a Centre for the Study of the Holy Texts manned by a body of
knowledgeahle scholars who will study the cérpusfof,Bahé‘I scripture and
interprefation in depth-~codifying its teachings, principles and provisions;
translating selections and entire works for publication; and nreparing
detailed commentaries.

An instance of what this institution_may do is afforded by the process
which the Universal touse of Justice went‘fﬁrough in elucidating on the
question of éhlutioﬁs for the Long and Short Obligatory Pfayers. The process
took some two years during which the reievant'Bahé’i texts were compiled
and sent, with questions, to the Hands of the Cause of God and to various
renowned,Bahé'i'SCholars; ﬁpon receipt of their opihions, the Universal
House of Jusﬁiée‘then‘studjed the’question itself, fofming a ‘view’ of’what it
considered to be the correct decision; this wa§ then resubmitted to the same
Hands of the Cause of God and écholars for further comment; in light of their
comments the ﬁniversal House of Justice then regcnsidered the matter and came

to its decision. So althouph the exact functions and staffing of this
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institution will be made clear when ithe Universal House of Justice creates it,

the above-mentioned tasks will, no doubti‘befﬁaft of 1ts mandate.

The Interﬁational Pahad’i Librarff

As with the Centre for the Study of the Holy Texts, the specific details
of ﬁhe fuﬁctioning of this 1nst{tuti§n will only be clear w;eﬁ theAjhiversal
~ Pouse of Justice calls it into being. Nevertheless,,it is évidentuthat it will
‘perform the typical duties éf a library: acquisition of published materials;
arrangement and cataloguing of the iﬁemsfacquired;_provisiqn of reference and
access to these materials.

A Iihrary, in the full formal sense of the word, has been in existence at
the Baha’f World Centre only since,1977. BeforeAthat‘time, a very hasic
céilegti;n of hooks was maintained with minimal bibiiographic controis’What is
now known as the Rah4’f World Centre:Library is a part of the Department of
Library and Archival’Services. It‘occﬁpies small temporary quarters in the
Seat of the Universal Hduse of Justice*—quarters which, in the future, will
‘only house a small branch Referenee Library for the Universal House of
Justiée. The vast majority of what is housed in ﬁhese present quarters is part
of the cﬁliegtién of the International Bahj’f{ Libréry, though not yvet under
the adminis;ratiVe framework or iﬁ the‘physical Quarters of that institution.

The»Bahé’i World Centre Libra?y seeks to’colléct 511 published Pah&a’f
materials and other pﬁblications éhicﬁyhave signfficant reference to the
Pah&'f Faith; typescripts of articles, paperé and talks delivered at
conferenées; background material on Tran and Shi‘ah Islah; publications on
social and developﬁent iséues affecting the Pahi’{ world; and any other
litéraCUre deeﬁed neceséary-to‘éupport‘the;work 6f instituﬁions»and'
~departments of the Pahi'{ World Ceﬁtre, and the possible needg of future
" scholars.

The collections of the Rahi’f World Centre Library consist of: nearly
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55,000 bobks, pamphlets,‘typewfittén maﬁﬁécfipts, and jJournal articles (or
photocopies and microfilm of these) in approximately 400 languapes [3}, 1200
‘Baha’f periodical titles, 600 of" which are active and currently being
:received; between 40,000 and 50,000 newspaper clippings on Rahi'{ topics;
and a small number of broadsides, posters and méps of histérical interest.

- 0f special interest in the Eahé’I World Centre’s holdihg; are: (i) the
aforementioned thé’iypefiédicals,:most of which contain histofiéal
information unavailable elsewhere. In many cases, the only complete’sets, or
even the only existing issues, are: in the 1ihrary in Waifa; (2) newspaper
clippings brought together in one collection, providing not only a mine bf
litfle-known information; but also affording a day by day current history’of
the Pah8'{ Faith around the wérld; (3) special collections associated with
prominent individuals. There‘éxist a numberbof collections associated with
Shoghi FEffendi, and the personél libraries of ‘Abdu’l—ﬁamid Ishréq~
Khavar{ and M{rza Ah{i’1-Fadl Gulpiygan{, none of which is aﬁ

present efther fullyyinventoried, catalogued, or afranged. In the 1960s, a
large portion of the library of A.-L.-M. Nicolas, the French studeﬁt of
Bahism, was puréhaSeﬂ for the Rahi’{ World Centre, and is now being
pfocessed.

It shoﬁld be made clear that'there are very few Bah&’f publications
which could be said to be truly rare,‘altﬁough a number of items are becoming
scarce. Most of the puhlished books and pamphlets 1n’major languages that are
held in the Bahé’ikwotld Centre Library are also available in other large
research libraries in the West: thq L;brary of Congress, Harvard University
library, the New York Public Library, Cambridge University Library, the
RBibliothéque Nationéle, Tenin Liﬁrary; the Deugsche Bib1iothek, and so
forth. The value of what is in the Bahé?i World Centre is that we are
atfempting to coilect everything on the Bahé;i’movement in one placé,

thereby‘sighificantly lessening any. future problems of Bahi’f scholars and
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institutions in locating this materialﬁy

'~ While the Raha’i World Céntre libférj undovbtedly has the best single
‘collection of PUblished materialé'on the~Béhé’i Faith extant, it does not
have evérything publishéa. As a special library, it has thg task of acquiriﬁg
not only each work, or each edition of every work, bﬁt every. printing of every
edition. So in addition. to manf missing works, there’are alsc‘gapshin the
historical record’ofkthe printings of each individual work. Tﬁe BAE&’I World
Centre Library maintains a lengthy want list, and is looking for contacts who
are Qilling to assist in'finding materials.

Anpther valuable coﬁtribution with which scholars can assist is the
development of some properly done, thorﬁugh bibliographic listings of Bahi’f
literature in Arabic and Persian. The compilation of‘snmething approaching.
comprehensive seems hopeléss; even ai the World Centre, where large chunks of
material‘are miésing all the way from the wbrks pringed in Pomhbay to materials
published in Tran between 1930 and‘1979. Yet without well-researched
bibliographies of the publications that were produced, there is no Qay to kﬁow
what 1is missing.

~5 furthér’servige which scholars can render is the ferreting out of
Bahé’f-related material in publications and various publiec and private
. archives, and sending tﬁis information to the Bahi’{ World Centre Library.
Examples of such assistahce include the fnformation that Cosima Wagner’s
diaries contained documentation of Richard Qagner’s interest in the Rahi’{
Faith, and the work being done by Ir. KentABevefidgé in the papers of Count
Anton Ritter von Prokesch-0Osten. There ié ankeﬁormous field for preliminary
researéh work which will Be of e%tra§rdiﬁary value in writing future histories
of thé Bahﬁ’f*community;

Resides collecting published haterials* ﬁhe professional librarians anq
other library stéff at the Rahd’f{ World Centre have been working on systems

for the intellectual organization and easy accessibiiity of these
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publications. There is thorough ca;élqguing, with access by authors, editors,
translators, compilers, titles,‘seriés, altefﬁate titles, subjects, languages,
and classificati&n or ‘call’ nﬁmhefﬁ. We have developed our own classification
system wﬁich is a modification of the ‘Rahaism’ section of the Library of
angress classification. This is still in the process of developmeht, A
radical refinement of it being currently under review at the iibrafy of
Congress for addition to its own classification schedules (See agﬁendix 1). We

have also created our own list of subject headings, based loosely upon the

Library of Congress Subject Headings, 9th ed. (Washington, D.C.: Libhrary of

Congress, '1980), Sears List of Subject Headings, 1llth ed. (New York: H. W.

Wilson Co., 1977) and the Utah Library Assoclation’s Classification Schedule

and Subject Headings for Mormon Literature (Salt lake City: Utah library

Association, 1962) (See appendix 2). A project is also under way to develop a
computer—searchable'index for newspaper clippings, thus reducing the time
which is now required for manual searching of the files. The information to be
recorded for each clippfng,will'include author, article titles,'neﬁspaper
title, place, number of column inches, whether the article was from a wire
service, subjects and names. The clippings computer index system wiil be
associated with the correspondence and archives systems which will be
described 1later.

In the future, when the International Raba’f Library will have been
created as an institution, and will have.occ0pied its own building, provision
will, no doubt, be made for full library service to researchers and scholars.
In the meantime, we are attempting to build a complete collection of works on
Rahid'{ topics, background material on other important related subjects, and -
to cohpile a bibliographic record of publishing on the Rahi’f Faith. A
bibliography of English language works is currently being compiled and should
bevpublished, with annotations, in,;1988. Tt is hoﬁed that this foundation now

being laid will provide a firm support for International Pahi'{ Library
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service to scholars at a time not too distant.

The International Pahad'f{ Archives.

The International Rah&’f{ Archi?esiére formally represented hy the
. edifice known as the InternationalfAréhives Puilding. This structure is not an.
archives in the sensg'ﬁf the word as pgenerally understood‘by”tthprofessionai
archiviSt or researcher, but rather a museum dedicated to relics of‘ﬁﬁe three
Central Figures of the Rahi’f Faith and of members of the Bah&’f Holy
. Family, and to histbrical ébjects as#ociated with some of the outstanding
promoters of the Faith. The present Archives Office’of the Department of
Lihrary and Archival‘Serviées will eventually become fhe institution of the
International Raﬁé’i Archives, and this museﬁm will then come under its

aegis; ' |

As in the caées’of the Centre fér the Study of the Holy Téxtskand the
Iﬁternétional Rah&’'f Library, the exact nature and functioning of this
institution Qill he known only when it is estéblishe&‘by the Universal House
- of Justice. Tt éan, however, bhe presumed that its functions will include the
usual ones‘of any archives: collecting, preserving, arranging, iisting and
indexing matefial which 1is not only of interest to scholars and researchers,
but also of daily administrative importance to the Universal House of Justice
and its auxiliaries at the Baha’f World Centre.

The presenﬁ Archives Offige at the Wdrld Centre was established in 1981;
aﬁd it has béen‘only since that‘time that the archival material held at the
World ﬁentre(has been managed on a professional basis. Like the Lihrary, the
ArchivesVOffice_occupies‘temporary quarters in the‘Seaéyof‘the Iniversal House
of Justice. The Béhé’i World Centre héé, however, had an archives (although
not formally organized) ever since the earlyAyears of thp Guardiahship of
Shoghi Effendi, who took the first Steps in the early 1920s towards the

collection at the World Centre of the writings of the three Central Figures of
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e Faith and Their reliés. The gollectidh_éf ;heéé wfitings was essential to
his own work as Guardian in'éarrying forward the work of the Faith and iﬁ
discharging hiskfunct{on of interpréfet. With the reiics, he established the
#recursor of the present Iﬁternational Afchi§es fuilding in the three back
chambers of tﬁe Sﬁrine of the ﬁéb {the Maaor Archives), and in a Puilding
near the monument to the Greatest FHoly Ieaf‘tthe Minor Archives)ﬂ

The Archives at the Fah4’f World Centfevis unique among archivés in a
number of respects, the greatest and most imporﬁant being that for the first
time in history the authentic scfiﬁtures of’a world religioh,ras revealed by
that religion’s Founders; have been systeﬁatically collected and preserved for

Their successors~—the Guafdian and the Universal Rouse of Justice, and for the
benefit of fﬁtqre séholaps of the Pahi’f religion. Close to this in
importance is the fact that the inception and growth of a universal réligion
has been documented by eye-witnesses aﬁd ﬁ;rticipants in the eﬁenté
theméelves, and that a cérpus of primary histofical soﬁrcé'matérial is being
built up’for the henefit éf‘future generations of histprians and other
scholars,of'thé Bahﬁfi Faith. As George Townshend wrbte’of Nabil’s
Narrative‘in his essa& entitiéd “Nabfl’sg History of thevnéb,” ‘““‘anyone who
iﬁvestigatééyfhe»ﬁébi religion 15 enabled to learn the true facts boncerning
the Founder énd His iﬁmediate followers wiﬁh avdegree of fullness and accuracy
never hefore possible in human'history. No:earlier Révelation iz so well
documented as this.” [4] |

Another unique feature of the Archives at the World Centre {is tbe'manner
1n'wh1éh the entiré bod? of papers,‘from the wriﬁings of thé Centfal Fipures
right down to the files of the present offices of the Universal House of
Justice, with the exception of three sﬁall,tcllections of historicaly
manuscripts, 1s interfelated {as shown in tHe accompanying chart). The very
foundation of thé work which the Univeréal Bouse of JusticeAand its offices‘

are doing today,‘and will do throughout the: Bah&’f dispensation, rests on
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the contents of thevcbllectiﬂnsvof writ{ngs of the Central Fipures and the.
Guardian. Tt would indeed be a misfake:tb'tﬁiﬁk of the information resources
in the Archives at the Bah3’i wald Céntre as consisting only of those items
which are popularly thought of as being of immediate interest to scholars of .
the Bahi'f Faith, namelykthe'saéred texts, their interpretations,'and the
historical manuséripts whiqh’havé found tﬁeir,ﬁay to Haifa.‘AtchiVeéAare first
and foremost the memory of an organization, and the files and pape;s of the

Universal House of Justice and its ancillary institutions therefore also have

a vital place.

The classes of papers in the Archives which are at present of most
interest to researchers on the Rahi’f Faith are those consisting of the

collected writings of BahA’u’l1l8h, the Bih, “‘Abdu’l-Bahéd and the

Guardian, and the complementary classes of Their papers; some small general

manuscript collections containing, ambng,othéf fhings, historical and
theological works; and the papers of séme distinguished early believers who
were companions of Bahd’u’lldh and ‘Abdu’l-Bahd. The collections of‘sacred
writings and of general manuscripts‘are contiﬁuailf growing. The Archives
attemptsvto obtain originals or good coples of the writings of Bahf’u’1ldh,
the Bég,‘and ‘Ahdu’l?Bahé, and lettérskby Shoghi Effendi or written on his
behalf;'felics associated.with the Central figures, Shoghi Effendi or the Holy
Family; other papers‘and manﬁscripts of histoficai value deemed of sufficient
importance on én iﬁCernational level t6 merit preservation in the
international archivés. ’

Until the establishment of the Archives Office in 1981, these classes of
papers were administered by the Researéh Department, which arranged them in an
elementary fashion and produced‘rudimehtary finding aids, including first line ;
and suhjeét indexes; One of the first tésks,of the Archives Office upon iﬁs
establishmént was to analyze these ‘collections® and distinguiéh the

different classes of papers they‘represented, as an essential prerequisite to
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v

their proper arrangement'and~1istinga
 ~0ne of the éhief aims of the Afchiveéjnffice in documenting the archival
. and othg: manuscfipt matefiai éiytﬁe World,Centre is to make materials
avéilable for scholar1y5research,‘while'at the same time minimizing tﬁe need
for scholars to Bave recourse tokthe original. documents. The Bahi°{
scriptures and interpretations, on which the existence and act}vifieé‘of the
Bahﬁ’f Faith are founded, should be p@eserved in the original for éhperiod
6f’at«1east one thousand years, and indeed for as 1éng‘as'possible. Bécause
thevcontent of these archival matériais is of inéstimable valﬁe to the
Universal House of Justice and tofscholérly research, every effort must bhe
made to Incréaée the life of the physical materials on which these
-décumeAts are written. |
| de tﬁe»gnd thét these méterials may be both used and pfeserved, the
Afchivés Office has emharked on a program which will result in the ﬁroduction
of exhaustive computerized finding aids, and of high ﬁuality microfilm. Usedk
together, these two dalds to research will reduce thé necessity for consulting
Qriginals to tﬁose cases where very minute examinatioﬁ of hanawriting or of
physic§1 features which cannot be reproduced photographically 1s necessary.
,qhé éomputerized finding aids are ﬁo be made on,a.DEC VAX 11/750 computer,
- using ORACILE software, a relati;nal datébase package. The same equipment and
software are being used to index the correspondence of the Universal House of
Justice, which will itself eventually become part of the Archives. The tables
of data for the archive; system and for the corréspondence indexing system |
ygill together make up oﬁe larpge information database for the Universal House
of Justice and its offices. The common use of computer and software for the
.‘tw§ systems is a practical demonstratiOn of the inseparable réiationship
‘setween‘the two bodies of documentation:to~ﬁhi€h reference has already ﬁeen
- made, and will maké it possible to exploit the inferrelationship té the full.

In making the computerized lists, many fields of data are to be recorded
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for each individual document, ranging from agthorship, place aﬁd person names,
subject index terms and dates, to the idehéiﬁy of scribes; descriptions of
seals and paper, and including data related to the previous history of the
documents and references to traﬁslﬁfions, publications, and research and
commentary. In addition té research data, the same lists will contain
conservation data relating to the repair ana préservatios of documents. Tt is

intended that these computerized lists be used not onlyyas finding‘aids, but

as research tools in themselves. And it is foreseen that their ugse will assist

in the dating of many undated documents, researches into methods of

authentication, the work of early scribes, and other areas of research.

From these remarks, 1t will be readily understood that the work of

organizing and documentihg the manuscripts bollections and archival material

at the Béhé’i World Centre is still in its very early stages. A considerable
amount of time has’to be spent'in these stages, particularly where computers
are involved, in planning and formulating Stahdards, to thé end that thé
programs will be as bug-free as possiblé when ﬁhey are first put into use. The
production of archival finding aidé is a slow and painstaking process. An
eminent British archivist,ADr. Felix Huil, has defiﬁéd the task of the
arch;Qist as being “to carry out the basic work on which sound scholarship can |

bﬁ{ld," [5) and this is certaihly the chief aim of the Archiveé Office of the

Bahi’f World Centre.

Access to resources at the Rahd’f UWorld Centre
The scholar, whether BRahd’{ or non—Rahﬁ’I,'will ralse the questfon of

current access to the library and archival resources at the Bahi'{ World

- Centre. Tt is clear that the Universal House of Justice wishes to encourage

the development of a sound and professional schblarship on the subhjects Cf the
Bahi’{ teacﬁinas, and the historical and social development of the Pahi’fl

Faith. Tt has encouraged the founding of Bahi’{ studies organizations and
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the development 'of journals on Bahé’i‘étuéies, and has lauded Raha’f

scholérs and studengs in many’iétﬁersstg'iqéividuals. Rut there are
difficulties in opening the Worid Cenﬂté’s'resources to more regular scholarly
research: o | |

Firét, aé aiready noted,kthe’priﬁary'purpose of theée feaéurces'is support
of legislation, prépagation’and protec;icn,’administration, gﬁéén?agément,
elucidatién and education. This is-not‘té‘faﬁlt the importance of ééholarly
research, but undef current circumstances outlined below, the Rah&d’f World
Centre is hct able at this timevto accept'the strain placed uﬁon its resources
by an iﬁflux of'researchérs.,

Second, the Universal House of Jusficé has been charged with the
pfeservatbon‘of the sacred text.’The archival méterials must‘last fbr many
centufies, but Ehis:will not be possible with heavy handling. The Pahi’{

World Centre has not’yet'found a way to make perfect facsimiles of the

originals‘for scholars to work with, although curfent‘technology is exploring

some avenues which shoﬁld soon prové fruitful. Microfilming was done for fﬁé

ﬁurbose’of presefvation, but without beénefit of proper archival organiéation

and p;ofessioﬁal hicrofilméfs, resulting in ﬁicrofilm which is not suitable

for sc%olarly research. The archi?ist’is proposing a ﬁew microfilming program .
which will result in microfilm capable of serving for schoiafs as an
acceptable substitute for handlihg of the originals.

Third, we must remember that the Rahd'f religibn is quite small,
numbering sohe three million péoﬁle, tﬁé #astkmajority of whom are'devéid of
worldly .wealth. The Pah&d’f World Centré operates 6ﬁ extremely limited
resources with a small staff that éarries heavy burdens, and on a relatively

- modest annual budget. One thing which Qill hasten the day when more scholars
wili he able to ﬁse thevfaciiitiés in Hgifa is an increase in Rahi’f income,

which will then support increased staff and increased use of technology to

handle public services.
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Fourth, therc is an urgent neéd for‘morg,%eﬁple with thorougﬁ scholarly
expertise and grounding in the Bahi’f Faith to ‘come to the Bah&’i World
Centre té deal with identification of maﬁhscripts and thé proper annotation of
archival lists. Tt is with tﬁé‘work éf qualified scholars and professionals
laboring for.the Pahi’f World Céntre that the various maﬁuscriﬁts'and
archival collections willkﬁe readied for use By academics and\reéea;cﬁers.
Fifth; although the Pah&’f archives are ﬁQt ‘secret,’ there‘afelN

considerations which are taken into accéunt in graﬁting access to resources at
the Bah&’f World Centre: cqnfiden;iality; timeliness and wisdom; and the
indicated ahilitiesvof~the’potential researther.‘

~ In the case of confidentiality, {t must be remembered that the Central
Figures, fhe Guérdian,‘and now the Universal House of Justice, have all served
as confidants to individuals and iﬁstitutions who revealed the most Intimate
and secret details of their personél and colleétiveylives. Many of those who
wrote to Shoghi Effendi, and most of those who have corresponded with the

Universal Fouse of Justice, are still living. It would be inappropriate for

| the privacy of these individuals to be traduced by the very spiritual leaders

in whom they have placed their trust. The Rahd’{ World Centre has not vet

established a records management program to provide for organized retirement

of institutional records from active use, or any statutes of limitation on

cloéﬁre of records.

The consideration of Qisﬁom in releasing certaiﬁ materials is a less
easily quantifiablé judgment. Perhaps an 1llustration will raise,sohe'of the
issues involved.xlheré‘are two deprees of release of materials:

1. Reléase for study. As already~exp1ained, it is not feasible, for

practical reasons, to have scholars come to the Bah&’{ World Centre at the
present time to study documents. Therefore, since it is out of the question to
send original documents around the world, release for study means, in fact,

the sending of a photocopy of the document or portion of document concerned.
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Again, for reasons of,time; staff, and other pfiérities, it is necessary ;o
keep this service to a'minimum. Thereforé i:~£é rendered only for those who
are boﬁa fide scholars in whoée use of‘thevdocﬁment the Universal House of
vJustice has confidence. If the document which exists at theyWorld’Ceptre is in
any way sﬁspect as to its authenticity, or is in a form which ecannot bé‘
photocopied, the réqﬁest'for a copy would normally be refused. -

2. Release for publication. The question of releasing a document for

puhiication is a differeﬁt’matter. No doubt there will ultimately be facsimile
publicatioﬁs of ﬁany documents:ef historical or other/interest, but at this
time when the nature of the»Bahé’i Faith ié so littlekunderstood it caﬁ be
highly mislea?ing‘to publish individual documents out of é large céllection.
‘The Kitibh~i-Aqdas 1s a well-~known exémﬁle. When published, it will have to be
accompanied by coplous annbtations referring to other fhﬁlets and |
interpretations. Tﬁis does not mean ﬁhat Bahé’is are forbidden to read the
existing translatioﬁs of the Kitébfi-AQdas, or that its contents areksecret;
;Rathef, it 4s simply a consideration of the importance of making the
presentafion of Rah&’u’ll4h’s Most ﬂoly‘Bodk as accurate, clear and

dignified\és possible.

In the case of thé abili;iés of the scholar, it should be noted that most
archivesbaﬁd many libraries have a perfectly Qell;established ptactice of‘
opening their.collections;onlf to researchers witﬁ legitimate projects or with
a set of credentials accepted.by those particulaf archives and 1libraries. ?he
British Library Reference»hivisioh for instance, has a numher of requiremenés:
that the services of the library are génerélly for those fwishing to(carry out
,reéearch or reference wofk, normally of a long ferm nature,‘which cannot
'reasénably be carried out in another library’’; énd “if a Iéng period pass is
required” a “fofm...must bhe aécompéniedrby a detailed description in
writing of the reference or research which the applicant wishes to carry

out....'”; “applications must be supported by proof of'identity and a written
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recomhéndaticn from a person‘of recogniséd‘pcsition..,; hased on personal
knowledge of the appljcént,;and certjfyipg that he or shé is a fit and proper
person to use the Stﬁden;s‘ Room”'in-the Hanuscript ﬁivision, [6]V1hat the
Baha’l World Centre’has adoptéd criteria along.these lines shouid not bhe a
surprise. What Is remarkable is that the Universal House of Justice hag ﬁot
only not generally made greater restrictions on the archﬁva} méfefials at the
World Centre, but has continued to suphly a gfeat deal of inf@rmatioﬁ to those
who request it, and has’steadily worked toward rendering more professional the
library and archival staffs in anticipation of ultimately serving scholars.
These temporary restrictions—--almost total focus on legislation,
elucidation, administration; encouragement, educatidn, propagation and
protection; lack of'respurces and qualified staff; considerations of
confidentiality, wisdom, and demonstrated ability of the potential
researcher~~will, wherever appropriate and és development of the BRah3’{
World Centfe permits, loosen, culminating in a day not far distant when
numbers of qualifiéd:researchgrs wiil be able to pursue their academic and
scholarly stﬁdies in the library and archives in Haifa. There‘are, however,

some services that the library and archivesvcan perform now. Those who write

‘the Uﬁiversal House of Justice with specific questions or in search df some

specific piece of information, will receive a reply based upon rescarch done
in the information resources available at the World Centre. Where possible,
corfespondénts can be referred to other libraries and archives that hold some

of the same material. Those who wish to have copies of original manuscripts

- and other documents will have their requests considered by a committee which

will make recommendations to the Universal Fouse of Justice. It must he

recognized that the library and archives staff 1s unable to undertake detailed

- research on behalf of scholars, and that any such research could never he a

substitute for research conducted by the scholar in person. There is,

nevertheless, a commitment which the Pah&'{ relipion’s supreme institution
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has made to the development of scholarship as ﬁart of the totality of Rahi’f{
community life.: Tt {is clearly shownfin_the,inqréasing library and archives

1

staffs at the Rahd’{ World Centre, in the movement toward better

organization of the materials already collected, and in the anticipated future

use of these materials by scholars.
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Notes

1. On the Pahid’f properties on Mount‘Caéﬁel, Haifa, Isfael, ShoghiAEffendi
laidkout a semicirculafvﬁath and gardens, ceﬁtered on the graves of
‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s sister, brother, mother and wife. Around this ‘arc® will be
COnsfructed ﬁhe five buildinés'for the international institutions éf the
Bahé;i Faith. Already standing are the Seat of the Universalyﬁou;; of

Justice and the International Archives Puilding.

2. Universal House of Justice, **The Constitution of the Universal House'of

Justice,” The Bahé’i'WOrld,Avolume XVIT, 1976=1979 (Haifa: Bah&'f world

Centre, 1981), p. 286.

-

3. Rahd’f literature has been translated {nto over 700 languages, but
individual puhlicatiéns stand at almost 400 languages. This is hecause some of

the translated material has yet to be puhlished.

4, Cedrge Townshend, "Nabil’s History of the B4b,” The Mission of

Bahi’u’115h and Other Literary Pleces, Rev. impression (London: George

Ronald, 1965), p. 40.

5. Felix Pull, *“Foundations,” Journal of the Soclety of Archivists v.7 no.3

(Apr. 1983), p. 154.

6. A lihrarian’s Handbook (London: The Library Association, 1980), TII:

191-2, 216.



