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(Fro;n OF 
equal.) 

EQUITY 

couite; L aeouitis. equality, 
The quality of being equal or 

oxford English Dictionary 

from L aeChlUS, 
fair; impartiality. 

In the broad zense in which this term ls sometimes Used, 
it signifies natural justice. 

Bo1.1vier • s La'""' Dictionary 

In a rcs.tricted sense, the: word denotes cciual and in,partial 
justice as between two persons whose right~ or claims ~re 
in conflict; justice, thilt is, as ascertained by natural 
reason or ethical insight but independent of the formulated 
body of law. 

Black's Law Dictionary 

Justice and equity arc twin Guardians tltnt wc1tch 

over men. 

Equity is 
to exist. 

Bnha"u'llah, r:;SW, p. 13 

rarely to be found, and justice h~th ceased 
, , 

-- 8ilha 1 u'llah, ESW, p. 131 

·rell, o 'Alf.. the loved ones of God that equity 18 the 
most fundamental among human virtuee. The evaluation of 
all things must needs depend upon it •••• 

say: Observe equity in you_r judgment. ye mon of 
underat~nding heart: He ehat !R unjust in his Judgment 
is dc~titutc of the cha.ractcrisl!cs th..').t distinguish 
man's station. 

-- Baha'u"llah, Cl. pp. 203-204 

. . . a new world order . . . equitable in principle • • • • 
-- Shoghi Effendi, WOB, p. 34 
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LESSON lII -- LAWS FOR THE ll<"DIVl:DtJAL 

In this Book LKitab-i-Aqdai7 Be ... 
prescribes the obligatory prayer~; 
designates the time and period of fastih9; 
fixes the Qiblih; 
institutes the ~uqUqu 1 113h (Right of God); 
formulate~ the law of inheritance: ... 
prescribes monogamy; . . . 
stresse$ the import~nce of marriage and lays down its 

essential conditions; 
haposes the obligation of engaging in some trade or profes-

sion. exalting such occupa·tion to the ran:k of worship: 
cmpha&izcs the necessity of providing the means for the 

education of children; and 
lays upon every person the duty of writing a tc3t~rnent and 
of strict obed.ienco to one·' s govcrrm.ent. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, GPB, ?- 214 

PROHlllITIONS 

In this Book Lkit3b-i-Aqdai7 He ... prohibits 
con9regational prnyer except for the dead; 
in$titution of the pricschood; ... 
slavery, 
U8CCticisml, 
mendicahcy2, 
mona$tiJism, 
pcn.,,nce , 
the use of pulpits and the kissins of h~nds [of clorqy?; ... 
cruelty to animals 
idleness nnd sloth4, 
backbitings '>nd calumny6; , _ . 
gambling, . . . 
the use of opium, -...•ine and otl\er intoxicating drinks: .... 
murder, 
arson?, 
adultery, 
theft; . . . 
:fanaticisr.t, 
sedi tion8, . • . 

Shoghi Effendi, CPB, ?P. 214-215 . --
l. self-torture and severe abstinence from pleasures and 
comfort. 2. begging. 3. a sacrament of the Catholic Church 
involving confession, penalty and absolution by a priest: 
any voluntary suffering or ounishment. 4. laziness. 
S. See vocabulary p. 76, 6: see vocabulary p. 76 
7. intentionally setting fire to property. 8. craating 
discontent or commotion against the government; resistance 
to iawful authority. 
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... excluded by ... Baha 0 u'llih 1 s writings. 
the sacrament of baptism, of comrunion, 
of confession of sins. 
of asceticism, 
of priestly do::dnation, 
of elaborate ceremonials, 
of holy war, 
and of polygamy. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, WOB, p. 22 

... requires total .lbstinencc fr<X:l 
all alcoholic drinks, 
fro~ opium, and from Similar habit-formin9 drugs. 
It condemn• tho prostitution 1 of a.rt and of literature, 
the oraetices of nudism 
and Ot compa.nionatc ma..rriagc 2• 
infidelity in marital relationships. 
and all manner of promiscuity. of easy familiarity, 
and of sexual v1ces3. 

prayer 

-- Shoghi Effendi, /\DJ, p. 25 

PAAYER 

.. in every Dispensation the l~w concerning 
hath been em;,haoizcd and univoroally enforced. 

-- Oaha'u'll5h. Kit~i-fqan, p. 39 

PASTING 

we have comio.>ndcd you to pray and £aat fro~ the beginning 
of maturity; this is ordained by God. . . . Ile has cxempte 
from this those who arc weak from illness or age .... 
Verily, I say that God r4s appointed a great station for 
fasting and prayer. Out during good health its benefit is 
evident, and when one 1s 111, it is not permissible to 
fulfill them. 

Baha'u'llah, quoted by Shogh1 Effendi, 
8N ;;9e, p. 1 

1. to put to An unworthy or base use. 
2. an association of a man with a wcm.A.n in cohabitation 
by mutual consent Without the bonds of matrimony·-- F\l.nk 
& Wagna11s Dictionary. 1957 .... where there is no legal 
or religiou~ marriase ... -- Shoghi Eff,cndi, NSA compila-
tion on naha•{ Marriage Law, Jan. 1970. . 
3. (L. £ros::a_n, to e:w-ist) corruption. fault. defect, evil, 
c~ime, immorality. 
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As regards. fasting, it constitutes, together with the 
obligatory prayers, the t;wo pillars that sustain the r~vealed_ 
Law of God. They act as stimulants to the soul~ strengt~en, 
revive and purify it, and thus insure its steady develop-
ment .... The ordinance of fasting is ... enjoined .. 
upon every believer who has attained the age of fifteen. 

The fasting period, which lasts nineteen days starting 
as a rule from the second of March every year and ending on 
the twentieth of tl)'C same month, invol vcs complete absten­
tion from food, and drink f~~~ sunrise till sunset. It is 
essentially a period of meditation and prayer, of spiritual 
recuperation, during which the believer mu.st strive to make 
the necessary readjustments in his inner life, and to 
refresh and reinvigorate the spiritu~l forces latent in his 
soul. Its significance and purpose are, therefore, funda­
mentally spiritual in character. Pasting is symbolic, and 
.'.l reminder of abstinence from selfish a."ld carnal desires. 

•· ShOghi Effenc!J., BN #98, p. l 

THE OIBLIH 

(Definition from Baha'i Glossary), Point O( Adoration; 
prnyer-d1rection . . . the Most Holy Tomb of Bahii 'u • lliih 
at Dahjl. is "tho Heart and Oi.blih of tho Baha' 1 world.• 
(Soc also Sl>Oghi Effendi, God Passes By, pp. 110, 277) 

Whoso wishcth to pray, lot him ... stand up, and 
facing the Oiblih (Point of Adoration, i.e. BahJJ., 'Akki>.), 
let him say .... 

-- Daha'u'llah, P&M, pp. 314-315 

Thore i$ no special physical significance in the remains 
of the Prophets or relics of Their Persons. But there 
is a profound spiritual significance in the sense that 
Their dust wo'.ls the physical mirror of the greatness of 
God. In other words we knOW' God through His Prophets, 
Who have bodies: these bodies -- Their very dust -- are 
precious through association. It is natural for people 
to be touched by a lock of hair or some token of one 
they loved; how much more should we treasure and feel 
moved by a relic of the Beloved of God? 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN #210, p. 2 

. The e.mbelli~hment;of the tJaram-i-Aqdas*, the outer 
Sanctuary of Baha 1 u 1 llah's Sepulcher ... has been 
greatly enhanced through the laying out ... of formal 
gardens .... 

-- Shoghi Effendi, April 1954, MEW', p. 64 

*Most holy environs -- Baha•l. Glossary, p .. 18 
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A Fund has Deen inaugurated in anticipation of the 
adoption of prelimin~ measures for the lll.timate con­
struction of Bah&'u'llah's Sepulcher in the heart of the 
~aram-1-Aqdas recently established in the plain.of •A..~ka. 

Shoghi Effendi, April 1955, MDW, p. 78 _ 

THE J:IDQUQU' I.LAH• 

In the Kitab-i-Aqdas it is further •~ittcn .•• that 
those who have a certain amount of inc<:m1e ~ust give one­
fifth of it to God the creator of heaven and earth. 

-- 'Abdu'l-B.:i.ha, PUP, Vol. I. p. 212 

o friends of 'Abdu'l-Bah£: The Lord, as a sign of 
llis infinite bounties, h:ith graciously favored His ser­
vants by providing for a fixed money offering (~uquq), to 
be dutifully preaentcd unto Him. though He. the True one 
and His servants have been at ~11 tirnea independent of 
all created things, and God verily is the All-Posse•sing, 
exalted above the need of any gift from liis Cre~turcs. 
This fixed rooney offering, h~.ever, causeth the people 
to become firm and steadfast and drawcth Divine increaoc 
upon them. lt is to be offered through the guardian of 
the Cause of God, that it may be expended for the diffusion 
of tho Fra9-rnnccs of God and the exaltation of His word, 
for bcn~volcnt pursuito ond for the common weal. 

-- 'Abdu'l-Baha, W&T, p. 15 

The paying of the ~uquq is a spiritual obligation, 
the friends must not be obliged by the ~sscmblies to pay 
it, but they should be encouraged to fulfil this spiritual 
obligAtion la.id upon them in ·the l\qdas. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, D!IO, p. 118 

... participation of individual believers, through 
contributions directly transmitted to the Holy Land are 
imperative and beyond the scope of the jurisdiction of 
National and local Assemblies. 

-- Shoghl Effendi, MBW, p. 14 

Concerning ~u(!Uq, the Guardian wishe~ me to inform you 
that at present it is not obligatory for the friends to pay, 
but that they should be urged to contribute to the loc~l 
and n~tional funds. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, DND, p. 192 . , , 
The right of God -- Ba.ha 1 1 Glossary, p. 19 
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••• the Universal Eouse of Justice ... must, in the 
absence of the Guardian, receive and disburse the 6uqUqu 1 11£h 
in accordance with the following statement of 'Abdu'l-Bah4: 
"Disposition of the JJuqO.q, wholly or partly. is permissible, 
but this should be done by permission of the authority in 
the Cause to wh~1.l all must turn. " 

-- Universal House of Justice, W of G, p. 91 

INHERITANCE 

•.. a Bah4 1
{ ls free to bequeath his property to any 

person, irrespective of religion, provided however, he 
leaves a will, spQcifying his wishes. 

-- Sh09hi Effendi, ONO, p. 77 

To divide the ln.herit~nce tas it ls prescribed by 
8ah<l 1 u 1 llcih we h~ve to divide it into 2,520 .:shares. But 
we can also divide it into 42 ahur<HL Then every one of 
the beneficiaries will tru<e so many of thcgtt shares. 
These nurnbora form like a highest denominator for the 
different fractions which represent the shareg o! the 
different individuals that will benefit in case of 
intestacy. In case of the non-existence of one class 
Of inher1Lors, the Aqdas mentions h~N it should be divided. 
As a general rule, ~ part goes to the House of Justice, 
a part to the children. 

-- Shogl>i Effendi, SN 1180, p. 5 

EOUCATIOt-1 

Schools must first train the children ln the prin­
ciples of religion, fiO that the Prom.isc and the Threat, 
recorded in the BookS of God, ~~y prevent them ~rom the 
things forbidden and adorn them with the t!".antle of the 
commandments: But. this in such a mc.zi.sure t-hat 1 t may 
hot injure the children by resulting in ignorant fanati­
cism and bigotry. 

-- .Baha 1 u'll£h, Words of Paradise, BWF, p. 182 

••• in this New cycle, education and training are 
recorded ih the Book of God as obligatory and .not volun­
tary. That is, it is cnjoihcd upon the father ~nd mother, 
as a duty, to strive with all effort to train the daughter 
and the son . . 

Therefore, the beloved of God and the maid-servants 
of the Mercifu.l must train their children with life and 
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hea,ct and teo.ch them in the school of vi,ctue and perfec­
tion. They n.ust not be lax: in thi• t:\atter; they most 
not be inefficient. 

'Abdu'l-Baha. T'"ri!I, Vol. n1. ?P- S78-579 

... Bah&1 i education. just like any other system of 
education is based on the assu;::xption that there arc ce£­
ta1n natur~l deficiencies in every child, no matter how 
gifted, which hie cduc;1tors. •·het.he:r his pa.rents, school 
m3sters. or his spiritual guides 4.nd preceptors should 
endeavor to rtUJedy. Discipline of sooe sort, whcthe~ 
physical, :::aoral or intellectual, is indeed indispcncablc, 
and no training can be said to be complete and fruitful 
lf it d1sr·egard~ this ele:::-:-ent. The child when born is 
far f£o::ra being perfect. It is not only helpless, but 
aelunlly is imperfect, antl even 1~ naturally inclined 
toward:: evil. lie: should be tr.itncd, his natura.l 1:tc11na­
t1onu h.1.rr:oni:ed. adjusted and controlled, and if neces­
sary suppressed or icgul~tcd, so as ~o insu~c hia healthy 
physical and aoral develo;,:ricnt. Bah£•£ parent• cannot 
simply adopt an attitude of non-resistance tow~rde their 
children, p:trticula.rly thoac who ::i.re: u.:u\1.ly ~d violont 
by nature. lt is not even sufficient that they should 
pray on their behalf. Rather they should endeavor to 
inculcate. gently and patiently. into their youthful 
minds such pr~:tciplos of =,oral conduct and in1t1ntc 
them into the principles and teachings of the cause 
with such tactful ~nd loving cnxc ~s \;,"OUld enable thec:1 
to become "true son~ of God~ and develop into loyal ond 
intelligent citizens of llis Kingdo:o. This is the high 
purpose ,..hich Baha"u"ll~h Himself has clearly defined as 
the chief goal o! every education. 

-- Shoghi £tfcndi, ~"BR #21, p. 6 

PILGRIMACI! 

It >ras during Chose slll!IC days [l86!fl that Bahe' u' llah 
instructed ... Na.bfl to racice on His behalf the two 
newly revealed T&blctG of the Pilgril:>.lge, and to pe_rfona, 
in Ris stead, the rites preacribcd in them, when visiting 
the n&b• s House in shlr.iz and the 1'.ost Great H.ou.se i.n 
Bagbdid -- an ~ct that marks the incc9tion of one of 
the holiest observances, which, in a later period, the 
JU.taJ:>-i-Aqdas was to foroally establish. 

- Shoghi 2ffendi, CPB, pp. 176-177 

The Y.ost Great P.ouse. ordained as a center ot pilgri.cilge 
by Baha'u'l13h in His Xital:>-i-Aqdas .... 

-- Shoghi Effendi, GPB, p. 411 
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Wilen thou art departed out of the cou.rt 0£ My presence. 
0 Muhammad, direct thy steps towards My F.ousc (8a.!!hd5d 
Bouse) , and visit it on behalf of thy Lord. When thou 
reachest ita door~ stand thou before it and say: Whither 
i.s the Ancient Beauty gone, o most great House of God, 1-!~ 
throu.gh Whom God hath made thee the cynosure of an adoring 
world, and proclaimed thee to be the sign of His remen-.brance 
unto a1·1 who arc in the heavens and all who arc on the earth? 
••• Blessed be the man that directeth his steps t~~ard 
thee, and visiteth thee. 

Baha'u'llah, Gl. pp. 111-114 

OBLIGATION TO WORK 

It is enjoined on every one of you to engage in some 
occupation -- sorne art, t.r.'.1de or the like. We hAve made 
this -- your occupation -- identical with the worship of 
God, • • • .,.,..lste not your time in idleness and indolence 
and occupy yourselves with that which will profit yourselves 
and othors boside yourselves. 

-- Baha'u'llah, Gl~d Tidings, BNE, p. 143 

• ye must gi Vil forth goodly and wondrous f'rui ts, 
that ye yourselves ~nd others may profit therefrom. 

Thus it is incumbent on every one to engage in 
crafts and professions . . . . 

-- 8ah£ 1 u 1 11'1h, Hidden Words, Persi~n #80 

The best of men are they that earn a livlihood by their 
calling and spend upon themselves and upon their kindred 

-- B~hil'u'll.ih, Hidden Words, Persian #82 

Plcttse God, the poor may exert themselves and strive. 
to earn the means of livelihood. This is a duty ~hich, 
in this most great Revelation, hath been prescribed unto 
every one~ . . . 

-- Baha 1 u'll3h, Gl., p. 202 

True reliance is for the servant to pursue 
and calling in this world .... 

, , d 
-- Baha 1 u'llah, Words of Wis om, 

his profession 

BWF, p. 141 

W.1.th reference to Baha 1 u•11ah 1 s command concerning 
the engagement of the believers in soree sort of profes­
sion: the Teachings are most emphatic on this matter, 
particularly the statement in the Aqdas to this effect 
which ma.~es it quite clear that idle people who lack the 
desire to work can have no p1ace in the nc~ World Order~ 
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As a corollary of this principle. D-aha'u'llilh further 
:;tales that r:i.emlicity should not only be discouraqcd but 
entirely wiped out from the face of soci~ty. It is the 
duty of those who are in charge of the organization of 
society to give every indi vidu.:il thP. opportunity of 
acquiring the necessary tillent in ::;ome kind of profes­
i,;iOn/ and also the means of utilizing ouch .:i talent, 
both for it~ O\,,•n ::;ake and for the ::;ake of earning the 
means of his livelihood. Every individu:il, no matter 
hO'...-handicapped and limited he m.:iy be, is untler the obli­
<Jation of engaging .in some work or profccsion, for work, 
eHpecially when ~erfori;!led in the spirit of aervice, i::; 
according to Baha'u'llah a form of woroh.ip. It h~s not 
only a utilitarian purpose. but has a value in itself, 
Uecause it dr~ws u::; nearer l:o God, ~nd enable:,; us to 
better gr;:i::;p His purpose for -us in thi~ wor,l<l. It ii.. 

obvious, there fore, that the lnherit.incc of weal th cannot 
make anyone immune from daily work. 

-- ShO\Jhi &!rendi, P of BA, pp. 12-13 

Th« most clcspise<I of men bQfOtC God !s he who sits nnd beg,. 
-- nnhli' u' ll~h. Clad 1'icl1.ngs. ONE. p. 143; 

!)Wt', r,. 195 

Th<! t>ascsL o( men arc thc.y th.ll yield no fruit on c~rth. 
Such men ore verily counted aij; amonq the dead, nay better 
are the dead in the !;ight of Cod thnn those idle and 
worthlesR !'louls. 

--- 8ah0' u I 11ah. Hidden Words. Persian #81 

I-ht who ... is looking at the hand of tho people to give 
him somP.thing, )rnc,,..,. ye that r am quit of such .:l one. 

-- 'Abdu'l-Oah3, s of w. Vol. rv. p. 255 

. if he were able to work'it is not alla~ablc to 
assist him, Lazy people should not be acslsted; other­
wise everybody would l~ave his work and expccl other$ to 
support him. There would be no end to it .• 

_.., 'Ahdu't-Baha, S of W, Vol. III, No. 11, p. 5 

Bal).i' u' 118.h forbids both begging and gi v,i ng· to beggar:ai, ~ 
-- Oniver~al House of Justice, S&C of KA, p. 64 

• 
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THE;f'T l\ND ENTERING WITHOUT PERMISSION 

••• no·mah should enter the house of his fri~nd save 
at l)is friend's pleasure, nor lay bands upon his 
trea~urcs .... 

-- B~ha'u'll3h, H~dden Words, Persian ~43 

• • • that which make th My heart and My pen to lament. 
'£hey that spre.id disorder in the land., and lay hands on 
the proporty of others, and enter a house withoQt leave 
of 1 ts owner . . . . 

-- Baha"u'llah, ESW, p. 23 

Some have regarded it a~ lawful to infringe on the 
integrity of the substance of their neighbor, and have 
made light of the· injunction of God as prescribed in His 
Book, Evil fall upon them, and the chastisement of cod, 
the Till-Powerful., the Almighty, afflict them: . . . They 
who dwell within the tabernacle of God, and nre est.J.bliahed 
upon the •eats of everlasting glory. will refuse.though 
they be dying of hun9er, to stretch their handa and seize 
unlawfully the property of their neighbor, h~-ovcr vile 
and worthless he Ny be. 

-- Baha'u'llah, Gl .. pp. 297-299 

CONFESSION 

It is not allowable to declare one"s sins and t~ansgrossiono 
before any man, 1nas~uch as this has not been, nor is, con­
ducive to securing God's forgiveness and pardon. At the 
same time such confession before the creature$ leads to one•s 
humiliation and abasement. and God -- exalted in Hi~ glory: 
-- docs not wish for the humiliation of His servants. 

-- Bahn"u'llah, Glad-Tidings, BWF, p. 193-194 

Wo ~re forbidden to confess to any person, as do the 
Catholics to their priests, our sins and shortcomin9s. or 
to do so in public as some religious s~ct~ do. However, 
if wc·spontaneously desire to acknO-Nledge we have been 
wrong 'in something, or that we have some fault of charac­
ter. and ask another person's forgiveness or pardoh, we 
arc quite free to do so. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, S&C of Rh, p. 64 
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LESSON rv -- LAWS FOR SOCIETY 

... Baha 0 u•11£h ... has ... clearly and specif­
ically laid down a set of ~ws, established definite insti­
tutions, and provided for. the .essentials of a Divine Economy. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, WOB, P· 19 

CONSULTATION 

The heaven of divine wisdom is illumined and shining 
with two orbs, consultation and kindness. ; , , , 

-- Baha'u'llah, Tablet of Ishraqat, BWF, p. 198 

Consultation He establishes as one of the fundamental 
principles of His FaJ.th; describes it as "the lamp of guid­
ance," as "the besto-.i.ter of understanding," and a.s one of 
the two •~1u.-n.inn..rios" of the "ho.ivan of Divine Wisdom." 

-- Shoghi Effendi, GPB, p. 218 

The principle of conGu~tation. which constitutes one of 
the basic laws of the Administration, should be apolied 
to all Baha'i activities which affect the collective 
interesto of the Faith, for ft is through cooperation 
and continued exchange of thoughts and views that the 
Cause can boat anfcguard and foster its interests. 
tho co.llcctivc experiences and wisdom of the group . . • • 

-- ShoghJ. Effendi, B~ #79, pp. 3-4 

... it is the.duty of the N.S.A. to devise ways and 
means which·~~uld enable them to obtain valu~blc sugges­
tions, not only from the total number oft the elected 
delegates, but from as large a body of their fellow-workers 
as is humanly possible. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN#79, p. 10; NSA, p. 24 

Theirs LN.S.A. membcr,V is the duty ... to invite 
discussion, provide information, ventilate grievances, 
welco~ ~dvicc from even the most humble and insignifi­
cant members of the Baha'i family .... 

-- Shoghi EffendJ., BA, pp. 143-144 

. . . oftentimes, the most lowly, untutored and inexper­
ienced among the friends will, by the sheer inspiring· 
force of selfless and ardent devotion, contribute a 
distinct and memorable share to a h~ghly involved dis­
cussion in any given Assembly. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BA, p. 79 

... Baha•u•11ah has expressly laid down the law of consul­
tation and never fncllcated that anything else superseded it. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN #167, p. l 
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CONSULTATION WITH EXPERTS 

No doubt, the pc,ner of prayer is vcr¥ grea~, yet consulta­
tion with experts is enjoined by Baha'u'llah. 

-- Sh09hi Effendi, BN #108, p. 10 

•• he secs no objection to u~ing the advice and servicea 
of non-Baha•{ experts, or agencies, as long as the purity 
of the teachings and the dignity of the Faith are maintained. 

-- Sh09hi Effendi, BN #181, p. 1, P of BA, p. 58 

As regards the whole question of the Temple and ... 
the best seating arrangement •... All minor details 
regarding this iruitter are left to the discretion of your 
Assembly to decide after receiving the advice of e.."<perts . 
• • . What provision for Keeping tho cold out, and what 
entrances you wish to make constant use of, are matters 
for you~ Assembly to decide afte£ £eeeiving oxpert advice . 
• • • Any modifications ... LoY Bour9eois's dcsi9ns .. 
should only be made by ~n experienced architect and decora­
tor, ~nd not be left to. the discrimination of rr.cro l~ymen . 
• • • The use of all nine or only a certain nwnber of 
cntrnnces is left to you to decide in conAultation with your 
ndviscrs .... He urqes you, at all times, to receive tho 
very beat technical advice .... 

-- Shoghi Effendi, ON ijl88, p. 2 

After consultation with experts it became apparent that 
the b~~l seating arrangement could not be included within 
the financial limitation definitely set, and a seating arrange­
ment prepared by Mr. Clarence Ullrich was adopted. 

-- N.S.A., ON #198, p. l 

••• the National Spiritual Assembly, aided by ... the 
expert advice of a management consultaht, brought Uhde~ 
close scrutiny its various institutional operations ... 
A certified public accountant was appointed as comptroller 
to streamline the operations of the Treasury .... 

A series of new advertisements for use by Daha 1 ! com-
munities and groups in their local n~Nspapers ... were 
researched and designed by a professional company ... . 

-- N,S,A., NBR #18, pp. 5, 20 

Should ye be attacked by illness or disease, consult 
skillful physicians. 

~- Baha 1 u•11ah, Kitab-1-Aqdas, BNE, p. 106 

The Guardian knows nothing about your kind of healing 
••• But he can lay d~..m for your guidance certain broad 
principles: ... rn His Most Holy Book (the Aqdas) 
Baha 1u•11ah says to consult the best physicians, in other 
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words, doctors who have studied a scientific system of 
medicine: He never gave us to believe He, Himself, would 
heal us through "healersfl but rather through prayer and 
the assistance of medicine and approved treatments. 

Now as long as your healing is in no opposition to 
these principles, ~s long as you do not try to take the 
pl~cc of a regular doctor in trying to heal others, but 
only give them your kind of help through constructive 
suggestion -- or whatever it may be -- and do not aoso­
ciatc this help with being a channel of the direct grace 
of Bah5'u'llih, the Guardian sees no harm in your continu­
ing your assistance to others. But you must conscientiously 
decide whether, in view of the above, you are really justi­
fied in continuing. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN #237, p. 2 

As Baha 0 u 1 11£h has urged us to avail ourselves of the 
help of good physicians Bona•{& are certainly not only 
free to tu_rn to psychiatry for assistanco but uhould, 
when ovoilable, do so. This does not mean psychiatrists 
aro always wise or ::alway& right: it means we arc free to 
avail ourselves of the best medicine has to offer us. 

Shoghi Effendi, BN #236. p. 4 

NINET&EN DAY FEAST 

The Nineteen Dav Feast was inau9urated by tho oal) and 
ratified by Baha"u'llnh, in His Uoly Book, the Aqdas, ao 
that people may 9athor together and outwardly show fellow­
ship and love. that the 11vine mysteries may be disclooed. 

-- 'Abdu'l-Baha, BN #33, p. 1 

concernin9 the ~ature of the Nineteen Day Feast. In 
the J\.qdaa, Baha"u 1 llah clearly revealed r:hc spiritual and 
social c1)aractor of this institution. Its administrative 
significance, ho-..:evcr. has been stressed by the Guardian in 
direct response to the gro-,dng needs of the 8ah8.•i. community 
in this formative period of the B~h5 1 i era for better train­
ing in the principles and practice of Baha·! administration. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN #95, p. 2 

The chief opportunity which the friends have for discus­
sion on administrative questions is during the Nineteen 
Day Feasts. _ .. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, ONO, P• 201 

Shoghi Effendi firmly believes that consultation must be 
maintained between the N.S.?.. and the entire body of the 
believers, and that such a consultation, when the Conven­
tion is not in session, can best be maintained through 
the agency 0£ the local assemblies, one of whose essential 
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functions is to act as intermediaries between the local 
communities and their national representatives. The 
main purpose of th~ Nineteen Day Feast is to enable indi v­
iduai believers to offer any suggestion to the local assem­
bly which in its turn will l>ilSS it to the N.S.A. 

Shoghi Effendi, BN #83, p. 3, NSA, p. 26 

Tf!E MASHRlOU ' L-ADli!G.R 

Some material t~ings have spiritual effect, and the 
Mashriqu'l-A,g_!!}<ar is a thing that will have great effect 
upon the ~pirits of the oeople. 

~ 

-- 'J\bdu'l-Saha. BN #208 insert 

Temples are the symbols of tl1c di vine uni ting forco, so 
th~t whch the people gather there in the house of God 
thoy may recall the fact that the law was revealed for 
them and that the law is to unite them. 

-- 'Abdu'l-Baha, PUP, p. 62 

• the, central Edifice of the Ma.!Jlriqu' l-1\dhl<ar 
• a llouse solely designed and entirely dedicated to 

the worship of God in accordance with the few, yet 
dcfinitol¥ prescribed principles established by 
Baha"u'llah in the Kitab-i-1\qdas. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, DA, p. l84 

lNSTITUTIONS MUST OB&Y AND ENFORCE 
BI\BA' f LAWS AND P!UNCI Pt.ES 

The men of the House 
ahd day, gaze tO'ward that 
the horizon of the heaven 

-- Ba ha' u 1 11.ih, 

of Justice of Goel must, night 
which hath been revealed from 
of the Suoreme Pen .... . , , 
Tablet of Ish.raqat, 8WF, p. 197 

Its rulings shall be in accordahce with tho comrt'ands and 
teachings of Bahci' u • 11ah . . . . 

-- • Ahd,i' 1-Baha, PUP, p. 451 

This Administrative Order ... functions in strict 
accordance \\•ith the interpretations of the authorized 
Interprate~a of its holy scriptures. , , 

-- Shoghi Effendi, The Paith of Ba~.a 1u 1 llah, p. 13 

It should be understood by the friends that before 
legislating upon any matter the Uhiversal House of Justice 
studies carefully and exhaustively both the Sacred Texts 
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and the writings or Shoghi Effendi on the s~bject. 
The ~nterpretations written by the beloved Guardian 
are equally as binding as the Text itself. 

Universal House of Justice, Wellspring 
of Guidance~ p. 52 

. . . 

... a visible Order, which would .•• wbolly identify 
itself with liis principl~s, and function in conformity 
with His laws. 

-- Sboghi Effendi, WOB, P• 19 

laws 
... operating solely in direct conformity 

and principles of Baha•u•11£h. 
-- Shoghl Effendi, III>J, p. 12 

with the 

... function in strict ~ccordancc with both the 
spiritual and administrative principles of the Faith 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN #141, p. l 

. . . in conformity with the spirit\H'll and ~dministra­
tive principles 9ovcrnin9 the life and activities of 
every established Bah.5.'1 community throughout the world. 
No departure from the&e cardinal and clearly enunciated 
principles, ... com.~on to all Bah£ 1 ! conwunities, 
can under any circumstances be tolerated. 

-- Shoghi Ef!cndi, llDJ, p. 52 

... the Assembly is a nascent House of Juotice and 
i• supposed to administer, according to the Tcnchin9s, 
the affairo•of the community. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN #241, p. 2 

. "Spiritual Assemblies· ... solemnly plcd9ed 
to £011~~. under all conditions, the dictntos of the 
"Most Great Justice·· • • • • 

-- Shoghi Effendi, GP8, ?· 331 

ffiaha 1 u•11al9 ... made justice the only basis and 
the permanent foundation of llls Most Great Peace. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, ADJ, P· 24 

Deal with them with undeviating justice •••• Such 
is the p:l.t-h which the kings ... have trodden, they 
that acted equitably towards their subjects, and walked 
in the wt1ys of undeviating justice. 

-- Baha 1 u 1 11£h, Gl. p. 235, 237 



Blessed is he who entereth the asse=hly for the sake 
0£ God, and judg~th be~aen men with pure juatica. 

-- Baha'u'llah, POC, p. 35 

... judge ye ~t~een thee according to the precepts 
prescribed by God in His most holy and axal ted Tablet, 
a Tablet wherein He hatb ;:,ssigne:d to each a.'""l.d every 
thing its settled rnea~ure. in which He hath given, 
with distinctnOHf., an explanation Of all things, .. 

-- Bah£ 0 u'l1an. PDC, p. 22 

. . . the Law-a revealed by Bahi' u' ll.ih in the Aqdas 
arc, whenever practicabl~ and not in direct conflict 
with the Civil Lawa of the land, absolutely binding 
on every believer or Bah£' 1 1natitution whet.her in tho 
~ont or in the West. 

-- ShOghi IHfendi, 1935, 8!1 #95, p, 2 

... the whole machinery of 4asc,cblic~. of co::=itteea 
;:,nd conventions ... will rise or f~ll according to 
thoir capacity to further tho interest:>, to coordin.ite 
the activities, to apply the principles, to er.l!>o<ly the 
idea.la and c>:ecute the purpo,o of the Baha'i Faith. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, wos. p. 9 

Blessed iu lhc ..• trustee wl10 pcrformo wh:Lt ho is 
com:nanded on t:hc part of lhc Prc-oxistont Commander. , . 

-- 8ah<1'u'llah, Words of r.1.radiae, 8WF, p. 183 

If il governor roalizo& hi.a rc:1ponsibility and £cars to 
defy the divine law, l>ia Judgments will be just. J\bove 
oll, if he belicvec that the conscqucncco of hto ~etiona 
will follow him beyond hie earthly life, and that "aa he 
sows so muet he reap,• such a Nn will surely avoid 
injustice o.nd tyranny . . . . 

When a ruler knO'#s that his judg,:,onts will be 
weighed ~n a balance by the Divine Judge ... then 
will he surely act with Justice and cquJ.ty. 

-- 'l\bdu'l-8ahil, Paris Talks, p. 158 

... it would be preferable if tho election of ... 
meri>ors of consultative ~»sernblies ... should be 
dependent on tl,o will and choice ot the people. For 
elected representatives will on this accou.~t be socr.ewhat 
inclined to ekereise jQatice, lest their reputation 
&Uffer and they fall into disfavor with the public. 

-- 'l\l:)<Ju'l-Baha, SOC, p. 24 
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These Schools, being indepcndent~and official Baha•i 
institutions. could not very well ignore, much less 
violate, the express provi~ions and laws of the Aqdas • 
. . . Institutions that are entirely managed by Baha 1 is 
arc, for reasons that are only too obvious, under the 
obligation of enforcing all the laws and ordinances of 
the Faith .... 

-- Shoghi Effendi, ON #97. P· l 

Pl.fNISl!MENT 

The Third It.hraq corNnands the executing of the penal 
laws, for this is the primary means for the maintenance 
of the world. 

-- Bah~"u'llah, Tablet of Ishraq£t, BWF, p. 198 

In our laws and principles a chapte~ has been devoted 
to the law of pu_nishroent .,,.,hich is the caustl of the protec­
tion and preso.rvation of people; but the p-eoplt:i':'..l dread of 
that law withholds them only outwnrdly from co~~itting 
base and unseo.mly dacds. But that which prevent~ and 
guards men both outwardly ~nd inw'1rdly fro:n b~se deeds 
is the fear of God. 

-- B~ha"u'llah, Tablet of the World, BWF, p. 179 

The object of punishment is not vcn9ca.1\ce, but the 
prevention of cri~~- . . . the l~w must punish ••• in 
order to prevent a repetition of that same crimo by 
others. as the pain of the individual i~ unimport~nt 
beside the 9encral wclfa;e of the people. 

-- 1Abdu'l-Saha. Paris Talks, p. 154 

The communities must punish the oppre~sor. the 
murderer, the malefactor. so a!:i to ·.-.·a.rn and re~train 
others from com.i\itting like cri~#S. _ •• 

. . . the cornnunity ... imprisons or punishes 
... merely for the protection and security of others. 
I.tis not for the purpoi;e of takin<; vengeance upon the 
murderer. but £or the purpo~e of inflicting a punishment 
by which the community will be protected. If the commu­
nity and the inheritors of the murdered one were to ,for­
give and re.turn good for evil, the cruel would be contin­
ually ill-treating others, and ~S$assinations would contin­
ually occur .... its purpose is by punishment to protect 
others, so that no atrocious action!:i may be co~.mitted. 
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••• Some· people are 11.~e bloodthirsty wolves; i£ 
they see no punishment forthcoming, they ~ill kill men 
merely for pleasure a.nd di version. 

-- 'lllodu'l-Baha, SAQ, pp. 307-llO 
, , -

B.:iha •u• llah ••• Lsaid, of an evil doer who professed 
devotion to HimJ . . . to an official who . . . had hes­
itated to inflict upon that criminal the punishn:ent he 
deserved:- "Tell him, no one in this world can claim any 
ralationsl'lip to Me except those who, in all their deeds 
c1nd in their conduct, f"ollc,...• My e><-ol.rnple, in such wise that 
all the peoples of the earth would be pcwerless to prevent 
them from doing and saying that which is meet and seemly.•• 
"'l'hiR: brother of Mine, this x:£rz£ M1J.sa, who is from the 
sc1me mother and father as Myself, and who from his earliest 
childhood haa kept Mc company. should be perpetrate an act 
contr~ry ·to the interests of either the state or religion, 
and; his guilt be established 1n your sight, I would be· 
pleased ~nd apprccia~a your action were you to hind his 
himds tind cast him into the t"iver to drown, and refuse to 
consider the intercession of ilny one on hia behalf." 

-- Shoghi Effendi, GPB, p. 133 

II\ this Book (Kitnb-1-Aqdas) ... flc ... cautions 
them not to be indulgent in carrying out Hi& statutes . . 

-- Shoghi Effendi, GPB,'pp. 214-215 

Should 
ye all any one ~mong you take up arms against another, rise 

against him, for this is naught but ""1nifcst justice. 
-- Bah5'u'llah, WOB, p. 40 

••• a single code of international law ... shall havo 
as its sanction the instant and coc~cive intervention of 
the combined forces of the fedcrc1ted units .... 

-- Shoghi Effendi, WOB, p. 41 

. . . a 
Justice system in which Force is made the servant of . . . 

-- Shoghi Effendi, WOB, p. 204 

A small force for the purposes of internal security, the 
correction of crimin~l and disorderly elements and the 
prevention of local disturbahces; would be rec:ruired .•. 

-- 'Abdu'l-Baha, SDC~ p. 65 • 

In Persia ••• the determihation of its members 
to • , • ehforce its la\.,,•S and ordinances, penalize those 
who would transgress them . . . adhering to the funda­
mental .,spiri~ual principles; precepts and l.aws reve.aled 
by Baha'U'llah .... 

-- Shoghi Effendi, GP3, p. 362 
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LiY they feel forced to deprive a person from his vote 
it should be onl}~ to safeguard the rc::;t and not merely to· 
infl.i<::t punishrn?.nt. 

-- Shogbi Effendi, BN #73, p. S 

. . . th~ lli'l.posi tion oP sanctions by Bah.i • £ c tee ti ve 
Assemblies, nO"".-.' assuming the duti?.;; and functions of 
religious courts. on rccalcitr.1nt members of the ccmli\u­
nity by Ucnying then, the riyhl to vote and of merr(b~r::.h.ip 
in ther.e A;:;sernhlies and. their CQr.imUniticz . . • 

Shoghi Effendi, 1944, GPB. p. 37.l. 

MA'ITERS OF PERSONAl.. STA'i'US 

fficcornplished in Egypt in l 929J . . . the <;odi fication 
and p\<blic.:ition of the r,mdarocntal law~ of the Kit:w-1-
Aqdas regardJ.n9 matters of perasonal status, such aa n,nr­
riage, divorce, inheritance ~nd burial, and the presen~a­
tion of these 10.ws to the t::gyptinn C.-:iliinet; the issuance 
of ma-::ri:i9c and divo.cce certificate$ by the J::gyptiun. Na­
tional Spiritual A;;:;embly; the ansumption o( t.hat Astemhty 
of all the dut.ics and rcs:'>onsibilit.lc!!: connect.Cd w1 th Lho 
conduct of OaihD.·1 marria9C~ and divorcee. as wel.l ao wJ.th 
the buri"l of the dead . . . a pcl1c1on ;,dclrcosed • • • 
to the E9ype1an Prime Mi.nl~lcr. the M.lnisccr of the !ntAr­
i<>r ;:i.nd the Minister- of Justice . . . r¢qi..\esting ti,em to 
rccogn~ze their A.sscn".bly as a body qualified to oxct·cJ.te 
the funct101\8 of an independent cou:t and cmpc,:crcd tc, 
apply, in au matters ~!fcctin~ their pccson~l status, 
the l~ws and ordinance11 revealed by lhC Author 0£ thP.tc 
Fa1 th . . . . 

-- Shoghi Effendi, GPS, p. 3G? 
, , 

ThP. enforc:oment of the Bnha' 1 ~rri.l<JC and divorce. law:,; 
h~!l beco:ne r...)ndatory 1.rpon the? National Sp!r 1 tual A::.scl"ru,ly. 
Th~refore, full underst~nding of the meaning nn<J impl.i.<~n­
tions of the lawR surrounding m.arri.aqe ar.d the family is 
i~?erative ...• 

- -- Annu~l Reports* N.S.A. of the U.S., 1963-64, p. 7 

WIRRIACB 

, . 
Verily in the Boo~-: of Bayan the matter is restricted 

to the con.sent of both {bride and bride.groom). As we 
dGsired to bring abo~t love and fri(;?ndship and the •unity 
of the people, thereto.re Ne made it conditional upon t.he 
consent of the parents also, ~hat enmity and ill-feeling 
might be avoided. 

' -- Baha'u'llah, Kitab-i-Aqd~s, BNE, pp. 176-117 

- 43 •• 



As to the question of marriage, according to the law 
of God: First you must select on~. a.hd than it depends on 
the consent 0£ the father ~nd mother. Before your selection 
they have no right of interference. 

--
1Abdu•1-aana, am:, p. 177 

The Bah£•f betrothal is the perfect agreement and 
entix-e conse.nt ot both parties. They must sho-... • forth the 
utraost attention and become informed of one anothcr•a 
cb.)rac-te.r. The firm coven~nt bet- .... ·ee.n them must become an 
eternal binding, and their intentions must be everlasting 
affinity, friendship, unity and life . ... 

, ' ha The ~rriagc of Baha'is means t t both man and wcm.an 
must become spiritually and physically united, so that they 
may have eternal unity throughout all the divine worlds and 
improve the ~piritual life of each othar. Th.is is Baha'i 
matrimony. 

Among the m.:>jority of the people n::,rriac;e consiots of 
phyGical relotionship and this union and relationship is 
temporary for .it the end physic.ll acparat.ion is destined 
and ordained. But the n::,rriago of the people of Boha nruet 
connist of both physical and apiritual relationship ... 

Whan ralationship, union and concord c~iet bctwacn the 
~•o from. a physical .)nd s:piritua..l standpoint, thnt i!J tho 
real union, thcrcforo cvcrl.iotin9. 8ut if the un1cn 18 
merely !ro:n th<! physical point of vi~J, unquestionably it 
is tomporal .ind .lt the end separation ie inevitable. 

Consequently when tho people o! s.iha deaire to enter 
tho sacred union of marria9c, eternal connection and ido~l 
rclationohip, spiritual and physical associotion of thoughts 
.:ind conc,cpt1ons o! li!'o must exist between them, no that in 
all the grades of CX13tcncc and all the worlds of God this 
union may continue forever and over for chis rc~l union is 
a splendor of tho lic;ht of the lovo of God . 

. . . Undoubtcdlv that u~ion and rel~tionehip is 
-- 'Abdu'l-B~ha, BWF, pp. 372-373 

eternal. 

f'Abdu 1 1-eaha·,Y mother, th~ saintly Navvab ... whom 
Saha' u' 11.ih 1n HJ.a Tablet, haG destined to be "His consort 
in every one of His worlds." 

-- Shoghi Effendi, GPB, p. 348 

Baha 1 u•11ah has clearly stated the conaent of all living 
parents is required !or a Saha•! marriage. This apolies 
whether the parents are Baha•i• or non-aaha·!s, d1v0rceQ 
for yeazs, or not. Th.is great l~w Ue has laid da..m. to 
strengthan the social fabric, to knit closer the ties of 
the homa; to place a certain gratitude and respect Ln the 
hea,rts of children for those who bave given them life and 
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sent their so~ls out on 'the eternal journey towards their 
Creator ...• The Baha'i must, through rigid adherence , , 
to the Baha'i laws and teachings, combat those cqtroSive 
forces which are so rapidly destroying home life and the 
beauty of family relationships, and tearing down the moral 
structure of society. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN #202, p. 2 

... Baha'u'llah has stated that the consent of the parents 
of both p~rtics is required in order to promote unity and 
avoid friction .... 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN #148, p. 2 

With reference to the permission granted by the 
Marriage License Bureau of the City of Chicd90 to the 
Chicago Assembly to perform Baha, ! marriages, the Guard.ian 
considers this indeed, :is an historic d<:hlevement, and 
trusts that it will open the way for the accordance of a 
similar recognition to other local Bah£' I Asse1nblics 
throughout the States .... The marriage certificate, 
copies of which 1n Arabic and Persian are published in 
the Bah£'f World,* and which bears the signatures of both 
parties and of their parcnta, should be translated and 
ndopted by the J>.mcrica.n friends. Thi& is indeed n tremen­
dous step forward in the ultimate ~doption and enforcement 
of the laws of Baha'u'llah in the West. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, Dec. 1939, BN itl33, p. 2 

In the world co.:-.munity the Plan involves: ... 
Wide extension of recognition by civil auchoritios of 
Bah£•! marriage certificntcs .... 

-- Universal House of Justice, Wellspring 0£ 
Guidance, pp. 2'--2S 

ffiuggested reading, Ruhiyyih Rabbani, Prescription 
for Living, Chapter IV, Love and Marriage,· pp. so-6}.7 

DIVORce** 

The friends must strictly refrain from divorce unless 
something arises which compels them to separate because 
of their aversion for each other; in that case., with the 
knowledge of the S?iritual Assembly, they may decide to 

* Bah£ 1 l World, Vol. X, 9p. 381-383, Pe;sian, Egyptian, 
and Iraqi marriage certificates. Baha'i World, Vol. XI, 
p. 308, marriage certificate of India. 

**Baba•{ World, Vol. X, pp. 384-385, 8ah£ 1 1 divorce 
certificates used b¥ ~ational Spiritual Asserrblics of 
Persia, Egypt and Sudan. 



separate. They must then.be patient and wait one complete 
year. If during this year harmony is not re-est~lished 
between them, then their divorce may be realized .... 
The foundation of the Kingdom of God is based upon harmony 
and love, oneness, relationship and union, not upon differ­
ences, especially between husband and wife. If one of 
these two become the cause of divorce, that one will 
unquestionably fall into great difficulties, will become 
the victim of formidable calamities and experience deep 
remorse. 

'Abclu'l-BahS, star of the West, Vol. II, 
pp. 272-273; BNE, p. 178 

••• the one-year separation between husband and wife 
aa an indispensible condition of divorce .... 

-- Shoghi Effendi, GPB, p. 373 

Tho local AsseJtWly, as the Guardian haa stated, can act aa 
a board of arbitration if the couple dis~9rees about the 
terms and conditions of divorce, and when it so acts the 
couple arc to abide by its decision. 

-- llnnual Reports, N,S.A. of tho u.s., 1955-56, p. 27 
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LESSON V -- JURISDICTION 

DEFINITION 

Jurisdiction: l. the legal power or authority to hear 
and decide cases; the pc,.,.•er of executing the laws and 
administering justice. 2. the power or right of exercis­
ing authority. 3. the limit within which power may be 
exercised. 4. the territorial range of authority. 

Webster's New 'I"w'Cntieth Cent~ry Dictionary 

THE AD:-UNISTAATIVE ORDER 

The laws that govern its operation and limit its func­
tion& are those which have been expressly ordained in 
the Kital>-i-Aqdas. 

-- Shoghi Effendi. WOB, P· 156 

. the inutitutions of the Gu~rdianship and of 
the Universal Houae of Justice .... each operates , 
within a clearly defined ephcrc of jurisdiction .••• 
Each exercises. within the limitations imposed upon it, 
ito powers, its authority, its rights and prerogatives. 

-- ShO<Jhi Effendi, WOB, pp. 147-148 

There is a profound difference between the inter­
ptctations of the Guardian and the elucidations of the 
House of Justice in exercise of its function to "delib­
erate upon alJ problems which have c~uscd difference, 
questions that arc obscure, and matters that arc not 
expressly recorded in the Book." The Guardian reveals 
what the Scripture means: his interpretation is a atate­
mcnt of truth which cannot be varied. 

Universal House of Justice. W of G, p. 52 

GtJARDIA.'ISl!IP 

He is the ex-pounder of the words of God .••• 
-- 'Abdu'l-Bah£, W&T, p. 11 

The interpretation of the Guardian, functioning wi~hin 
his own sphere, is ... authoritative and binding •• 
He interprets what has been epecifically revealed •••• 

-- Shoghi Effendi, WOB, p. 150 
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Tha infallibility of the Guardian is confined to 
matters which are related strictly to the Cause and inter­
pretation of the teachings; he is not an infallible author­
ity on other subjects~ such as economics, science, etc. 
When he feels that a certain thing is essential for the 
protection of the Cause, even if it is something that 
affects a person personally. he must be obeyed, but when 
he gives advice, such as that he gave you in a previous 
letter about your future, it is not binding~ you are 
free to follow it or not as you please. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN #177, p. 2 

Future Guardians ... cannot "abrogate" the inter­
pretations of former Guardian&, as this would imply not 
only lack of ~idance but mistakes in making them; how-ever, 
they can elaborate and elucidate former interprct~tions, 
and can certainly abrogate soma former ruling laid down 
as a temporary necessity by a former Guardian. 

Shoghi Effendi, BN #197, p. 6 

HANDS OF THE C,\USE 

••• one of the cardinal and pivotal institutions ordained 
by Baha'u'llah ... who have been invested by tho unerring 
Pen of the Center of His Covenant with tho dual function of 
guarding over the accurity, and of insuring the propagation, 
of HJ.s Father's Faith. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, MllW, p. 127 

• . . the Hands of the cause of God must be ever watch­
ful and so soon as thoy find anyone beginning to oppose 
and protest against the guardian of the Cause of God 
cas~ hitt1 out from the congregation of the people of 
Baha . . . , 

--
1 J\bdu' 1-Baha, W&T, p. 12 

Authority for the expulsion and reinstatement of 
Covenant-breakers remains with the liands of the Cause of God. 

Universal House of Justice, Canadian BN #272, p. 2 

8AYTU' L- 'ADL-I-A 'ZA.."-1* 
(SUPREME BOUSE OF JUSTICE) 

At whatever time all the beloved of God in each 
country appoint their delegates, and the.se. in turn elect 
their representatives, and these representatives elect a 

*Bah~•I Glossary, p. 12 
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----

body, that boO.y shall be rec;a:::dcd as t!l.e Supreme House of 
Justice. 

-- 'Abdu'l-Baha. -a.A, p. 84: W of G, p. 48 

... the Univers~1 House of Justice h~s Oeen inv~$ted 
wit.h the function of legislating on matter$ not cx.pressly 
revealed in the teachings .... who~e cxclu~ive ri9ht 
~nd prerog~tive is to pronounce upon ~nd deliver the 
final judgment on such laws and ordinances as Baha'u'llah 
has not expressly revealed. . . . Neither the Gufirdian 
of the Faith nor any institution apart from the Inter­
national House of Ju~tice can ever usurn this vital and 
cssen.ti.il po-... ·cr or cncro.lch upon that s~cred right. 

-- Shoqhi Effendi, woa, P· 150-1S3 

Adroinistrative affairs arc all in char9c of the 
House of Ju!>tice: but act::; of worship must be observc<l 
according as they a.re ;cve:ilcd in the Uook. 

-- Baha"u'llah, Bl'lf, P· 196 

... th~ institution of the Gu~rdianshlp ••• the 
necessary guidance to define the sphere of th~ lo9is­
lat1ve nct1on of itc elected rcpresQntatives •••• 

Shogh1 Effendi, WOB, p. 148 

S&CONOARY HOUS8 or JUSTICE 
(NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY) 

... in all countries a second~ry Hou$e of Ju$ticc mu~t 
bo instituted, and these ttocondacy !louses of Justice mu~t 
elect the mer:w-crs 0£ the Universal one. 

-- 'A'bdu'l-BahB., W&T, p. 4 

. . . National Asseml:>lies . . . constitute the electoral 
bodic::; in the formation of the Intern.:..tional House of 
Justice, and :1re empo-..:ercd to di't'ect, unify, coordin.:i.te 
and st!rr.ulatc the. activities of io.dividuals as wHll as 
local Asscrobliee w1-thin their jurisdiction. 

-- Shoghi £ffendi, GPB, p. 332 

This National Spiritual Assembly .•• obviously 
assumes grave rcsponsibiliti.es, for it has to exercise 
full authority over ~11 the loc.:i.l Assettiblies in itG 
province, .:md will have to direct the activities of the 
friends .. guard vigilantly the Cause of God, .:ind contr<Jl 
and supervise the affairs of the Movement in general •• 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BA, P· 39 

There can be no conflict of authority. no du~lity under 
any form or circt1m~tances in any sphere of B~ha'i juris­
diction whether local, national or international. ·•J:'he 
National ~sscmbly, ha~ever, although tbe sole interpreter 
of its Declaration of Trust and By-Lawz .. is di~ectly and 
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morally responsible if it allO\ols ahY body or institution 
within its jurisdiction to abuse its privilC(Jes or to decline 
in the exercise of its rights and prerogatives. 

-- Shoghi Sffendi, SN #85, p. 2; NSA, p. 12 

lt is very evident that in the futQre ... e~ch 
prov~nce will be independent in itself but there will be 
federal union protecting the interests of the various 
independent states. 

-- 'Abdu 1l-Baha, ?UP, p. 161-162 

... ~:; envisaged by Baha'u 1 llah ... a world common­
wealth ... in which the autonomy of its state members 
.•. definitely ~nd completely safeguarded. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, i<OB, p. 203 

... the central principle guiding for the prcsont ~he 
adminiotration of the Cause has been to m.:ike the Baha'i 
National Spi..ritual As::.cmblios as independent as possible 
in t:he: conduct of auch affairs as £.:ill within their 
province 

Shoghi Effendi. BA, p. 8S 

LOCAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

••• local councils .... ocs19n~tcd ~s "Spiritual 
J\snoml)lics 11 

• • • ~mnually and dircct.ly elected . . . 
ch~rged with the, r<>sponsibility of pto:noting at all 
times the best intcrcsls of the co:=unitica within their 
jurisdiction, 0£ f.>Jniliatizing them with thoir plans and 
activities and of inviting them to offer any rccon-:nenda­
tionc they r.ii9ht wish to make . . 

-- Shoghi Effendi. GPB, pp. 330-331 

Article VIL Section 2. The genera.! powers and 
duties of a local Spiritual Assembly shall be as set 
forth in the writings of Bah5 "u' 11£h, 'P.hdu' 1-Baha 
and Shoghi Effendi. 

-- By-Law.a of t.hc N,.S.A. of the U_S. 

To it all local matters pertaining to the cause must be 
directly and immediately referred for full consultation 
and deci1.ion. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BA, p. 37 

• all Daha 1 1s should be encouraged to turn to their 
Assembly -for the solution of their various problems, 
thus enabling the Spiritual Assembly to fulfill one of 
ita most irnpo~tant functions ... 

-- Shoghi Effc·nd.1, P of BA# p. 20 
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In all such matters as you mention in your letter. 
Siloghi Effendi wisl':~:a. the frie.ndz to ta.ice the Assemblies 
into their confidence ancl discut,;s it .,,..ith them. Being on 
the spot they can ju<lgc better and ta.ice into consideration 
all the different aspects of the problem. We? should 
always tru;;t the A.ssernbliC$ a.n<l 90 to them for advice.r 

-- Shoghl Effendi. BN #64, p. 4 

The,;e bodies have the sacred obligalion to help, advise, 
protect and guide the believers in evet:"y- way within their 
PO\ol'er when appealed to -- indeed they were establishe.d 
just for the purpose of keeping order and unity ~nd 
obedience to the l.lw of God arnongct the believers. 

-- Shoghl Eifendi, LSA, p. lG 

In all such ~tters, t.he friends should first approach 
the Local. then the Nat~on~l Asserably and only in case 
thoy c~n obt~in no satisfaction sho\tld they approach the 
Guardian on these ~ttars. This way rna.ny di.Eflc1,,llties 
will be avoided. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN #71, p. 2 

Regarding consu.ltation: Any person c~n re.for a 
matter to the A~scmbly for eona.ultation whether the other 
person wishes to or not. In matters which af!ect the 
Cause th9 Assembly should, if it deems it nccc~sary, 
intervene even 1! both sides <.lon' l. w:J.nt it to, because 
the whole nui:-pose of the Assemblie.A is to orotcc:t the 
Faith, the· Cor.ununl.ties nnd the individual 8:>ha' .ls as well. 

-- Shoghi Effendi. ON #177. p. 2 

The Gu~rdian wishes to cm:.~has!zc the importance of 
avoidin.9 reference to civil courts of cAscs of dispute 
between believers, even in non-Bah5. 1 i issues. It is tho 
Assembly's function lo endeavor to settle amicably such 
disputes, both in order to ~afc,uard the faic name ~nd 
prestige of the cause. and to acquire the necessary exper­
ience for the extension of its furictions in the future. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN ffl02, ?· 2 

Whc-n a difficultv occurs between two individuals with 
reference to priVate rights, it 1$ necessary for a third 
to settle t1)c question: this is the p.:i.rt of Government • • • • 

-- 'Abdu 1 l-Dah£, SAQ, p. 317 

and 
. B~h£' 1 elective Asseml>lies, now .:isswning the duties 
function~ of religious courts. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, GPB. p. 371 

The Guardian 1$ constantly encouraging the fric-nds and 
the Assemblies to fulfill their respective rluticc; the 
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friends should learn to refer to, and lean on, their 
Asso~lies, and the Aaaemblies should asaume the respon­
sibility of making decisions ~nd carrying them out. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, L of P w76, p. 4 

The local friends should understand the iq,ortance 
of the law of consultation and realize that it is to the 
local Asaembly that they muot turn .... and seek its 
advice and guidance in the solution of personal problems 
and ~djudication of disputes, should they ariae among 
the members of tho community. 

-- Univo~sal Bouse of Justice. US Supplement 
to BN, May 1966 

Tho best criterion "''hereby you can aeasure the spir­
itual attainment of an Aoocmbly is the e.xtent its mem1:>crs 
feel themselves roGponuiblo for the ~lfare of tho group. 

Shoghi Effendi, BN #73, p. 5 

GEOGRAf'lllc,\L JVRISDlCTION 

As to tho principle according to which tho aroa of tho 
juriodiction of a Local Aoucooly in to bo dctcrl!\incd, he 
feels thio to be the function of the National Spiritual 
Assembly: whntovcr principle they uphold should be fairly 
applied to all localities without any distinction whatever. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN H55, p. 1 

Ho wishco mo to otrcee the fact that from n~~ on any 
group that is for=cd must belong to one civil community. 
as othcrwiso endless confuoion and misunderstanding would 
ensue. The limits of each civil car::i.unity oust bo clc3rly 
recognized, ~nd no overlapping nhould bo allc,,Ned under any 
circumstances. 

-- Shoghi Ef!endi. aN #132, p. 4 

May I remind yo~ regarding the situation in San Francisco 
that no two independent Baba•! centers can possibly be recog­
nized in the same city, and th~t tho center which bears m'J 
nama should act in all matter$ only with the full consent 
and approval of the san Francisco Spiritual Assembly. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BA, p. 96 

Natu_ra11y, wherever there is alrc:;;I an Assembly qual­
ified by State law to perform a B • i marriage, it is 
very improper for the Officers of another Assembly to 
go into the area of jurisdiction of that Assembly and 
perform a marriage. H,:y..;,cver. the quA11£.1ed otfic•rs ot 

- 57 -



r 

an Assembly can perform a marriage anywhere within the 
State, as long as it is not in the area of jurisdiction 
of another similarly qualified Assembly. 

Shoghi Effendi, Bulletin on Marriage 1 

N.S.A. of U.S., 1952, P• 3 

, , Baha'1s are subject to the jurisdiction of the Spirit-
ual Assembly in whose area they are, even though their stay 
is temporary. Thus, in the case you cite, the two believers 
are subject to the jurisdiction of the LOcal Assembly in 
the locality where their conduct came into question. The 
case does not have to be referred to their "home" Assembly. 
However, it may be advisable for the Assembly assuming 
jurisdiction to contact the nbome" Assemblies and work in 
close collaboration with the."· 

-- Universal House of Justice, L of P #90, p. l 

INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS 

(OCfinition:) Right in the narrc,,~ sense •••• signifies 
one's ~ffirmative elnim a9~inst another, as distinguished 
from ••privilege,·• one's freedom from the right or claim 
of another . . • 

Another use of the term "right" .•• is to denote 
that one person is not subject to the power of another 
pcroon .... the idea sought to be conveyed is of the 
exemption of the person concerned from a legal power on 
tho part of the persons composing the government to alter 
his legal relations in a certain way. In such cases tho 
real concept 1s one of exemption from legal power, i.e. 
"imrn.uni ty."' 

Walter Wheeler Cook, in his Introduction to 
Fundament<>l Legal conce~tions, by Wesley 
N~wcomb Hohler, pp. 6-8 

... 1n this human world there is no greater blessing 
than li.berty.** You do not knO'W. I, who for forty years 
have been a prisoner, do know. I do know the value and 
blessing of liberty. For you have been and are now liv­
ing in freedom and you have no fear of anybody. Is there 
a greater blessing than this? 

-- 'Abdu'l-Baha, PUP, p. 49 . 
. . . ordinary affairs bet-ween persons, which do not con­
cern the public, and with which the Government should not 
occupy itself. 

-- 'Abdu 1 l-Baha, SAQ, p. 317 

-This material is reprinted by :f)ermi.Ssion of the copyright 
zy~'J"ler, Yale Uni.versity Press. 

**Liberty: Seep. 11 
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... the free cxerci~a of the inUividual•s rights, and 
the sccurJ t.y_of hi~_pt?r&on and property, hi:i dignity and 
good namH., Lmust. b.Y a!JJii;rod .. 

-- 'Abdu'l-Baha, SDC, p. 115 

The general rights of rn\l.nY.i11d mur:.t ba guarded and pre,;erved .. 
-- 'Ab<lu'J-DJha. Paris Talks, p. 154 

. t.he <=011\Jnunitio~ must protect thtt rights of cwn. 
-- '£.:bdu'l-Baha, SAQ, p. 310 

JuRtiec muJt be :..ac1·ed. and th~ rJghts of all the people 
muc;t bH con!Jidcred. 

-- 'Abuu'l-BJha. Paris Talr.s. p. 159 

1'hun c-o~c the stat.ion o( tho~e jui.t king~ . . . whoGu 
nar:ic a:; powcc (ul championx of the pooplt1' s ri9hti. has 
echoed 1:hru,i9h creaLton. , 

-- 'llbdu'l-Bahn, SDC, p. 20 

••• +l wm:lcJ convnor\w~alth ... in which t.hc autonoay 
0£ it.M 3t~le oenberG and th& par~onal (roP.dO~ Qnd 
1nJ.tiJt1 vu of tl'le i tt<li. vidu\) 1 s that cocnpooc them arc 
<?cl'inilC\y and co:ip!P.l<>ly •a!cgu;,rdcd. 

-- Shogl>l llf(cnd1, W03, p. 203 

1<>0•...-cr .:and 1n1t1.>t1v~ .Jro pr!:M1·11y vostod in the entire 
botly uC the believer& :icting lh1"ou9h chcir loe:il reproscnt­
:.tivuR. 

We Ghou'ld .. . . l~y no unnccea:)ary ::-cstr1ct:1on~ th.it. 
would (cttcr 1:,d.ividnal inJ ti:it.ivo and enterprise. 

-- Sh09hi Effendi, B~ l/31, p. 6 

Amor1q th1.: po•,;crl! and duties with .,...hich the Un1veraal 
Hou~c of ,J..i::.~ice hao bcon invested aro: .... to >1a£e9uard 
lhf.\ p«t'!.>OJ\ill rig'htS-. frecdOl'!\ And initiative Of 1nd1vid­
ualR: ond to 91vo at.teJ\tion -co the prcservatiot1 of hwn,ah 
honour . 

Uui vcr1J~l House of Ju:atice. Conliti tut ion. p. 5 

Ju~l ac in the world of politics the~e it need for free 
thOL1ght:, likMWiRC ill thu world of religion there should 
be elm right of unro:n.ricted individual belief. Consider 
'v.•ha,t a va»t differenct-t oxiots between DO<lern der.tocracy 
a:nd the old forms of d,upotism.. Under cin autocratic 
gov~rn:nent the opinion~ of rn.en aro not free, and develop­
ment le stifled whorcaa in <lemocracy, bec~uftC thought and 
speech a.re nr>t rcstrictttd the qrc.itest progres11: ls WitnesseQ. 
lt i~ Jik~wise true in tho world of religion .. When freedom 
of con5cionca, libart.y of thought and right of. speech p::evail, 
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that is to say. -...•hen every man according to his O',m ideal­
iz~tion may give expre~sion to his beliefs, development 
and gro- ... ~th are inevitable. • , 

-- ';;J:,d~'l-Baha, PUP, p. 192 

Let us also rerr.ernbcr- that at the very root 0£ the 
Cause lie!; the principle of the undoubted right of the 
individu~l to self-expression, his freedom to decl~re 
his conscience ~nd set forth his views. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BA, p. 63 

A~ reg.:irds the st.at~ment of our or,m views and explana­
tions of tile tezichings: Shoghi Effendi believes that we 
should not restrict the liberty of the individu~l to 
express his O...'n views so long as he make:; 1 t clear that 
th~se view~ are his o~n. In fact, such explanations ~re 
often helpful and arc conducive to a better understanding 
of the _teachings. God has giver\ man a rational po,,:er to 
he U$ed and not killed. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, SN #68, p. 3 

We all have a right 
think differ~ntly . 

-- Shoghi 

to our opinions, we are bound to 

Effendi, BN ;;202. p. J; LSA, p. 27' 

Tho ... principle of Bahn'u'llah is: Equal opportunity 
or ehe moans of existence. Every human bolng has the 
right to live ... n right to rest, and to a certnin 
amount of well-being. A• a rich man is able to llvo in 
his p.>.lacc surrounded by luxury and the 9reatoet comfort, 
so should u poor man be ablo to have the necessaries of 
11£<-, ... ono TMn should not live in excess while anot)\cr 
nns no oossiblc mo.ans of existence. 

• -- ',\J:>du'l-Baha, Paris Talks, pp. 131-132 

According to the teachings of Baha•u•11ih ... 
The integrity of the family bond must be constantly 
consi.dered and the rights of the individual rr.ernbers 
must not be transgressed. The rights of the son, the 
father, the r.tother. none of ·them l!l.USt be transgressed, 
none of them must be arbitrary. Just as the son has 
certain obligations to his fzi.ther, the father likewise 
has certain obligations to his son. The mother, the 
sister tind other rnewl:>ers of the household have their 
cc.rtain prerogatives. All these rights and preroga­
tives must be conserved .... 

-- 'Abdu'l-Baha, PUP, Vol. I. p. 163 

Men are permitted to have their choice in the manner of 
habiliment. and in the cut of the beard and it$ dres~ing. 
But.beware. 0 people, not to make yourselves as playthings 
to the ignorant! • 

-- Baha'u'llah, Glad Tidings, BWF, p. 193 
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Re<J~rcUng Baha'i women qsing facial rnal<e-up: individ­
uals are entirely free to do aa they please in such purely 
pereonal matters. Aa Baha•1s are enjoined to use modera­
tion in all things, and to scak the Golden mean, the N.S.A. 
can# if it deoms it necessary or advisable, counsel the 
believers to use moderation in this respect also. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, D!IO, p. 193 

The standard inculcated by Bah~'u'llSh, seeks, under no cir­
cumstances, to deny any one the legitimate right and priv­
il~c to derive the fullest advantage and bonctit from the 
mnnifold Joys, beauties, and pleasures with which the world 
has been so plentifully enriched by an All-Loving Cro~tor. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, ;>.DJ, p. 28 

The proper uso of tho sox instinct ia the natural right of 
every individual. and it is precisely for this very purpose 
that tho institution of marriage has been c•t~bliahed. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, M from VILJ, p. 108 

. . . the right of voting ... 
-- Shoghi Effendi, 8N ij9J. p. l 

... th~t Cod-given right of every elector co vote only in 
f3vor of those who he lo conscientiously convinced 3ro the 
most worthy c~ndidatoa. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BA, p, 136 

contributions ... ~re of~ purely voluntary char­
acter ... no coercion or solicitation of funds is to bo 
tolerated in the Cause .... 

-- Shoghi Effendi, W08, p. 9 

... voluntary sharing of cno•a property with othora . 
should not be introduced by coercion so that it becomes a 
lnw nnd man is compelled to follow it. 

-- 'l\bdu 1 l-Bal1&, SWF, p. 288 

If a capitaliGt ia forced to give up~ portion of his 
income 3nd possessions, there will ba no love in his heart, 
no permanent benefit in llis action. 

-- '1'bdu'l-Baha, S of w, Vol. III, #8, P· 6 

Regarding the publication of Saha•! periodicals in 
America~ ~hore is no doubt whatsoever that every individ­
ual Baha 1 i is freo to inaugurate and conduct an~ magazine 
of his own provided that nothing is published therein 
which in the estiuiation of the National Assembly tends 
in the least to become detrimental or injurious to the 
highest interesta of the Cause. Within these limits, 
and these limits only .. priv.l.te initiative should in ho 
wise b<> diecouragcd and is indeed highly praiseworthy. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BA, p. 76 . 
In connection \olitb tbe selection of p~ticular photo­

graphs of 1 1\bdu'l-Baba for circulation among tho friends, 
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the Guardian strongly £eels that no definite ruling should 
be laid do..m establishing the superiority or distinction 
of any particular photograph. The friends should be left 
quite free to use their individual independent judgment 
in this matter. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, SN #13?, p. l 

... the beloved Guardian repli~d through hi$ secretary 
that we had no right to prevent anyone from smoking ... 

Universal House of Justice, ON Supplement #90, 
pp. 5-6 

The use of tobacco, in common with other personal 
practices, should be subject to considerations of courtesy. 
The Baha • { in his daily life, whether smoker or non-smoker, 
should always be conscious of the rights of those about him 
and ~void doing anything which ~~uld 9ive offense. 

-- Shogh1 Effendi, L of P, #80, p. 12 

... the believers. while anxious to observe all pre­
ucribed Bah5'1 Feasts and Annlvoronriea, should also take 
into consideration the rights and. interests of their no-n­
Bah5 • i pnrtncr~ and associates, and not to force these to 
atop wor%in9 when thoy a.re under no moral or religious 
obligation to do so. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, SN U97, p. l 

In our collcceivc haste to establish one of the fund­
amental principles of Bah5•i administration, the authority 
of Spiritual Assc~J:>lies, another important principle, the 
rights of the individual bclicvcr1 seems here ,0,nd there to 
bo occasionally overlooked. 

To correct this over-emphasis upon authority at the 
expense of rights, the National Spiri·tval Assembly reminds 
the American believers that the Guardian has more than 
once definitely uphold an area of individual rights which 
the authority vested in Spiritual Aase~hlies cannot invade~ 

... For example, a Spiritual Assembly has no au­
thority over any individual believer'$ private property, 
neither his income nor his home or business eatablishmeht. 
Neither cah an A~sernbly hope to exercise ahy u~cful author­
ity over the efforts of individual believers to spread the 
Te~chings by employing the opport:u.nitles which ~rise ih the 
course of daily life •... each and every believer ia free 
to arrange informal gatherings in his own home, for-the 
promotion of the Cause, without formal approval or action 
by the Spiritual Asse.mbly. ' 

. . . the Spiritual Assembly i.tself is, in duty bound 
to uphold and protect the rights of individual believers 
just as it Ls in duty boUhd to uphold and protect any other 
organic Baha'i teaching or principle. 

-- N~s.A~ of U:S., BN #81, pp. 4-5 
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ASKING FOR RIG;fl'S 

The day is approaching when GOd will have raised 
~pa people ... who wlll de!JaJ\d the restitution of 
our rights from them that, without a tittle of evidence, 
have traated u.s , ... ~th mani!cs't injustice. 

-- BDha'u'llah, Gl. pp. ll9-130 

When ... the poople ... do not meet •4th Justice 
and secure their rights ... they c3n ta:<e their case 
to higher courts ,lnd dcacribC the deviation of the 
loc<ll tadministratt.on from the :;piritual law . . .. 
and in this way juslicc will be done. 

-- 'Abdu'l-Baha, SOC, p. 18 

... whenever there is any infrin9oment of 8ah5'i rights, 
or lopae in the propor proc~duro, the friends should tal<o 
the rnattor up with the Asoembly concerned, and if not 
uatisficd, then with the U.S.A. This ia both thoir 
prlvilcgc and their duty. 

-- Shoghi E!fcndi, NSA, p. 55 

• 
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LESSON VI -- R£Li\1'ION •.ro CIVIL Ll\W 

OBEDIENCE TO GOVERN}lENT 

In every count.,:y or governm~nt where any of thi:3 communily 
reside, they mu::;l behave tCY..,ard that government With 
f.iithfulne;:.s, tru:,;tfulnc:;::: ;1nd truthfulnc~s. 

-- Bah3.' u' llah, Glad-Ti.dings, BWP, p. l92 

O people: Spread not disord~: in the I.and, and ::;hcd not 
the blood of ~my one, and consu,,,,e not the substance o! 
othern wrongfullv, md.thcr follo.-t every accur:.;c<l pril.tl:lcr. . , 

-- Bolh;:,.'u'llah, esw, p. 25 

we tmrnt obey tJnd be the well-wishers of the governments 
of the land, regard disloy~lty to a Ju~t ►.inq o~ Ui~­
!oyalty to Cod Himself and wishing evil to tho government 
a tranngression or. the Caua:u of CO<.!. 

-- 'Abuu'l-llah5. Will and 1'C$tarncnt. p. 8 

fighting, and the employment or force. even for the right 
cause, will not bi:in9 gcx>d rcsul.bf.. The <}pprcsscd who 
hnve;~ .riyht on their tide mutl noL take Lha1.. ri9ht by 
Corco; tho ovil would continue:. Heart~ must be <!h'1n9cd. 

--
1 Ab<lu 1 1-D~ha. 'Abdu' l-Oaha in l,.ondon. p. 93 

AC rC(J.'.ll'cl!; tho Oahci'i 
yovernmcnt~. wh~t i9 mcanL 
well-esta.blished authority 

principle of obedi~nce to Ju~t 
hero by j~t ls recognized and 

\'n"tat the MaR-t.er • ::1 statement rcul ly rnCZln!:i is obc<licnc:c 
to n duly constituted 9ovcrruncnt, whatever Lh~t government 
may be in form. We a1~e not th!! onr.s, a~ i,ndi v.idm.1 l. Bnh5 1 Le 
to judge our govern.rnent a::: just or unju:a -- for each be­
liever would be $Ure to hold n aiffArP.nt vi~wootnt, and , ' . within our own Bal1t1' i fold a hotbed of di:::,ccnsion would 
spr;n<J up and destroy our unity. We must bu:Ud up our 
Bilht1 1

i ::>y::.tern, and leave the faulty systems oi the world 
·to go their way. We can.not change them through our becom­
ing involvccl in tl1em: on the contrary. they will destroy ~1s. 

-- ShO<Jhi Effendi, NBR #7, p. 2 

The cardinal principle which we mu:;t £0110•.., le 
obedience to the Government prevailing in any land i..n 
which WP. reside . 

w~ must obey in all case!". except where a spi1:itual 
principle ic involved, such as denying our Faith. For 
th~se spiritual pri'nciples we must be willing to die. 
What we B~h.6 • 1.c must £ace is tha fact that society is 
disintegrating so r . .:ipidly that moral iszues which were 
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clear a half centucy ago a.re now bOpelesaly confu3ed and 
what is more, thoroughly mix8d ~9 with battling political 
interests. That is wff;/ tbe Baha'is must turn all their 
forces into the channel ot building up the BabA 1

{ Cause 
and its Adlninistration. They c~n neither change nor 
help tht1 \oo·orld in any other way at p::csent. If they 
become involved in the is~ues the Covornments of the 
world are 3truggl1ng over, they will be lost. Bul if 
they build up the Baha'i pattern they ca,, offer it a» 
u remedy when all else haa failud. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN ~241, p. 14; W of G, p. 135 

The ~1tuat1on, as it stand!) at pr~sent, in highly di■-
conccrting. The !riend5# hO"..,.evar, filith Cul to the inj unc­
tions or the M~slcr re9a::din9 o~dience to 9overnrT'..cnt in all 
administi:ativo tn..'\tters aa dl&linguiahc<l from those affect­
ing thair c:onscicncc and lo-talt.y t.o the Cauae utrictly 
adhere lo the lawa ~nd or<lero of lhc government. Their 
aole hope ic lhe as~u~ar.cc th3~ ln due time all theso 
roR\:r1ct1ona .lre bound to d1!1appt:~a, .. 

-- Shoghi &f!<,r.di, O::O, p. 52 

We Bah£ 1 {A arc indeed moel blossed in thilt. we kno,..,. 
thnt, however dark t.he days ir:-.::icdiately '1ih.c:>id of tho human 
raco, tho fulurc is blo3&od nnd glorious. It !s for thia 
!uture that the believer-" r:.uGt lnbour: day .)nd night, hood­
leas of the ctatu of lhe world ond lhc dangers threatening. 

-- Shoghi &!!cndi, DSO, p. 97 

With reference lo lhe absolute p~cifists, or conRcien­
tJ.oua objectors to ~•nr: their altitude. judged frOft\ the 
Saha•{ Gtandpoint, ie quite anti-social and due to its 
exaltation of the !ndividun! conscience leads inevitably 
to disorder .)nd chaos in KOcicty. Ex~reme paci!istG arc 
thu~ vory close to the an~rchist:t, in the sense that both 
o( thcae groups lay an undue cmpha.9!s on the ~ight~ and 
mor1ts of the individual. The B~hi'{ conception of social 
life is oscontiallv ba9ed on the subordination of the 
individual will to- that o( :SOCiftty. It neither suppresses 
the individual nor does it P.XUlt hie to the point of mak­
ing hiQ un anti-social creature, a menace to society. As 
in everything~ it follO\o,•s the •goldon r.e~n. • The only way 
that society can function is for the minority lO follow the 
will of the oajority. 

The other main objection to tho con,ciontiou~ objec~ 
tors is that thoir method 0£ establishing peace is too 
nagative. Son-cooperation is too pAsaivo a philo$ophy 
to become an affective ~~Y £or xocial reconstn.1ct1on. Their 
refusal to boar ams ca.~ never establish peace. There shoul.d 
first boa spiritual revitalization which nothing except the 
Cause of God can effectively bring to ev~ry man's heart. 

-- Shoghi &ffendi, BN #113, p. l-2 
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But while this principle of equality Lo£ man and woma;y' 
is true, it is likewise true that woman m-~st prove her 
capacity and aptitude1 must show forth the evidences of 
equality. She must become proficient in the arts and 
sciences and prove by her accomplishments that her .:iliil­
ities and p~~ers have mere,!y been latent. Demonstrations 
of force such c1s arc no-~ L19ljJ t~ing place in Engl.and 
are neither becoming nor effective in the cause of woman­
hood. and equality. woman must especially devote her 
energies c1nd abilities tc,r.,.'ard the industrial and agri­
cultural sciences# seeking to assist mankind in that 
which is rnost needful. By this n-.ca.ns she wlll demon­
strate capability and insure rer,ognition of equality in 
the social and economic equation. 

-- 'Abdu 1 1-Bah£, PUP, Vol. II, p. 277 

Regarding the solution of the racial problem ... 
while the friends should faithfully and courageously 
uphold this Bahi'i principle of the essential unity of 
iall hUJt\t\n racc,s, yet in the methods they adopt for its 
application and further realization on the social plane 
they should act with tact, wisdom and moderation. These 
two attitudes are by no moans exclusive. Baha 1 ls do not 
believe that the spread of the Cause and its principles 
and teachings can be effected by rn,,ans of radical and 
violent methods. While they arc loyal to all those 
teachings, yet they believe in tho necessity of resort­
ing to peaceful and friendly ~~ans for the realization 
of t.hcir aims. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN ~105, p. l 

Regard.ing the whole manner of te.o.ching the Fal th in 
the south: Tho Guardian feels that, although the greateot 
consideration should be sha~n the feelings of wh~te people 
in the South whom we are teaching, under no circumstances 
should we discriminate in their favor I c-onslder them more 
valuable to the cau~e than the!~ Negro fellow-southerners, 
or single chem out to be tou9ht the Message first. To pur­
sue such a policy, however necessary and even desirable it 
may superficially seem, would be to compromise the true 
spirit of our Fi:li.th, which permfts us to make no such dis­
tinctions in offering its tenets to the world .... 

This docs not ~~an that we should 90 against the laws 
of the state, ou.rsue a radical course which will stir up 
trouble, and cause misunderstanding. On the cOntraryl the 
Guardian feels that, where no other course is open,·the 
two races should be taught separately until they are fully 
conscious of the i~lications of being a Baha'i, and then 
be confirmed and admitted to voting membership .... 
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Even i.n pl.ice$ wl1erc the two racca can meet togathor 
in the South, he feels it ,.,..ou.ld be, in certa.in cases, 
preferable to t.cach them sepcu:ately until they a.ra Eully 
conflrr.aed and the:, b:ing them toc;et?1c1:. 

-- Shoghi cf(encil, ON ~161, p. 2 

From BN #266: 

_Greenville, S.C .. Croup Win:, Ri~ht 
to Mold Non-Scyrcqated Meeting» 

h''hat .:i Joy it i~ to report this headline from the 
GTC\'.!nvJ.lle News, Gr~envi.llt:t, S.C.: "NO Effort Will So 
M~dc to Stop Ba.ha' 1 ~eeting:i... .. Inter-Racial Scsaions 
Not Contrary to CilY Law ... 

Bohind tlii,; hcildline is an ~ppcar.:incu before tho 
entire Cir.y yovornr.icntal body by Dr. Roy William.a, ch;iir­
inun of th~ local B:ih.4 1 i CI'oup. ,\fter presenting to the 
Mayor, Cit.y manogcr, City attorney, and th~ mernl:>er~ of 
the City Council a pair;,hlct on the Faith, Or. Williams 
auswcu:cd c1ue:1tiuns. 

The crecnvitlo New$ article states. ·ttc explnlnod 
tl\a.l tlln Bnhia' i .Pili th r.iovcmcnt 1:; a rcli.9ioun or9.)ni::ation 
that oust have non-sc9«>9'1lod itectings each 19 dayo, fie 
aaitJ the group did not w1$h to vlol~tc .:i.ny city or at.:itc 
laws rclatin9 eo $cgrogiltion and asked Council !or a 
rlJling. 

"SavoraJ alderman oxpres=ed the opinion thnt the 
9t'Oup, a:1 :1 rcligiouc or9c1niz.ation~ could not be inter­
fered with in the process of its r.ieotings ~nd actlvit!ea 
becnuse o! the guar,mlee o( freedom of worshl;> ... 

Thus a goal toward which the local group had been 
workin9 for cen years wos ilChievcd. 

-- BN #i66, p. 8 

LEGAL STANDING, INCO!L"OAATION 

lt is our~ly very important to give to tho Local 
Spiritual 1\.se~lics so:nc legal standing, for ac the 
Ciluso prO')re$sca and its adherents increase. they will 
be confronted with duties tney cannot even imagine at 
preGent. Mot only will they have to mak.e contracts .tor 
acquiring halls for their maet1ng place, but ~lso they 
will ba obliged to create ne~ institutions to care for 
thoir s1cX, poor and ~ged people .... 
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For such duties that will naturally devolve upon 
the Local Spiritual Assemblies there will be an increas­
ing necQ for a legal standing. They will have to be 
considered as a 1egal person with the pcwer of ma.~ing 
binding contracts. 

In s:n.:ill centers where the friend~ are still few, 
the taking of such steps ~s rather premature and may-add 
to the complexity of Bilh£' {. ild.-o.i.nistration. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN ~59, p. 3 

He feels that during the coming ye.:ir every effort should 
be tnilde by Assemblies that have a well-grounded, if small, 
community, to incorporate. 

H12 wns particularly happy to hear of the incorpora­
tion o( the Tokyo Spiritual Assembly. Indeed the initia­
Llvc ~h&#n throughout the P~cific area in this respect 
and many others is t~ufy challengin9 and stimulating; 
and the Amt:?ric::m Bah.:i • is. the parents of so many of 
these other corrt,;~unitlcs, should take heed and follow 
the: lead of their exuberant offspring. 

. . . The friends are not being forced to do .:iny­
thin9. either by the Guardian or by the Na.tion~l Spirit­
ual AS$C~hly. Howcve,, tho condition that the world is 
l.n i• l>r.inqin9 many issue$ to a head. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN #307, !>!>-1-2 

The Pl}.tPOSC of the Sy-Laws is to cla.rify 
str9nqthen the administrative le9al functions 
Bah~•i COl'M'IUniey. 

•• ShOghl Effendi, BN #236, p. 2 

liOUS!: OF JUSTICE (DhYTU' L- 'AOL)* 
TEMPORARILY HAMED ,.SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY•' 

and 
of a 

The signature of that meeting should 'be the Spiritual 
Gathcrlng (House of Spirituality) and the wisdom therein 
i~ that hereafter the gove~n~~nt should not infer from 
the term "'House of Justlcc 11 that a court is signified, 
that it is connected with political affairs, or 'that at 
~ny tlne it will interfere wich governmental atfair.s. 

Eereaftc-r, enemies will be many. They would use. 
this subject as~ cause for disturbing the mind of the 
government and confusing the thoughts of the public. 
The intehtion was to make kno,m that by the term Spiritual 
Gathering (House of Spirituality), that Gathering has not 
the laast connection with material matters, zind th:lt its 
whole aim and consultation is confined to matters connected 

* Baha"i Glossary, p. 12 
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wlth spiritual affairs. , 
-- 'Abdu'l-Baha, (circa 1903), DWP, p. 406 

Por reasons which ~re not difficult to discover, it has 
been found Advisable to bestu~ upon the elected represen­
tatives of Bahi•! communities throughout the world the 
tcmpora.ry appellation of Spiritual Assemblic•. a term 
which, as the position and aic;.a of the Bah£•{ Faith are 
better understood and more fully recognized, will 9radually 
be eupereedcd by the pcraa.nent and more appropriato design~­
tion of Uouae of Justice. Not only will the: present-d;:,.y 
Spiritual Assemblies be atylcQ differently in the future, 
but they will be en:i.blcd also to add to their present func­
tions those p~~~rs, duties, and prerogatives necessitated 
by the rec09nition of the F~ith of B~hi'u'llah not ~~rely as 
ono of tho recognized religious systc~ of the world, but ns 
the Stato Religion of on independent ~nd Sovereign Pow-er. 

-- Sh09hi Effendi, 1929, WOB, pp. 6-7 

DEFINITION OF "SPIRITUAL" UI LEGAL TERMI!<OLOGlC 

Spiritual courts, In English law. The eccle•i~atlcal 
courts, or court• Christian. 

Black*$ L:iw Dictionary 

USE OP "SPIRITUAL COURT" IN t,\W LITEAATUIU! 

On the twelfth day of 1965 a i<ew York Ti~e~ headline 
made it official that courts spiritual arc also burdened by 
an affliction well know-n to court& temporal. It s4id: 

Popa Paul Exhorts 1".atrie.onial Courts to Rcduc,e Delay 

The dispatch reporteQ that the Pontiff, in opening the 
Judicial year of the sacred Ro~4n Rota, w~rned that ~culp~blo 
delay'" in the tribunal •s dispensing Of Jt.ts~ice 1s '1 in itself 
an act ot injustice.· The court ce::ibers,. he urged, must 
etrive to avoid delays in handling matriconial cases. 

If the pace of juatice lags in the sacrCQ Rota in 
Rome, it 1s a fair surmise that it also limps at tit:ies in 
the courts of Islam and Israol :m.d everywhere else. It 
is also a fair guese that the spiritual courts, like their 
eecular opposites, a.re not encountering lagging justice 
!or the !!rat time in their hiotory. 

-- Maurice Rosenberg, The Courts, The Public and 
The Law EX!)losion, Court Congestion. p. 30* 

*This material. is reprihted by pcrmi•sion 0£ the copyright 
owner, The Americ.an AsaeI:lbly, ColU!!:l:)ia University. 
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SE'ITLSM:Sh"I' OF DJSPUTI:S 

The art and science of dispute Qeterroination, while 
an ancient one, persists as an emergent problem in con­
temporary society .... The fact is that all means of 
disp~tc determination arc in process of evolution and 
development. All are sorely needed. The most striking 
progress, hm.•ever, has unquestionahly been made in arbitra­
tion. This progress is largely due to the fact that it 
promises speed and icw costs .... 

~rbitration as a means of resolving disputes, has 
been in use in America since colonial times. As we know 
it, it is a procedure whereby the parties, by a prior 
agreement, place their dispute befo~e an irnparti~l person 
who, on the basis of evidence and arguO<?nts presented by 
the parties, renders a final and binding determination. 
Since arbitration involves dispute determination, it is 
in the nature of the Judicial process. It differs from 
mediation or conciliation through which the parties reach 
an agreement with the aid of a third person. In arbitra­
tion, the dispute is referred for adjudication, not for 
settlement by compromise. 

Associate Justice Ch~rles D. Oreitel, 
An Outline of Arbitration Procedure. pp. J, S 

MEDIATION AND CONCILIATION 

In the mediation of lohor disputes, the (Conciliation) 
Service exercise!:- no pcwers or authority over the decision$ 
of the pa.tties.. The negotiations for settlement of the 
issues arc conducted entirely on a voluntary basis. 

State conciliators are neutral public servants who 
remain impartial on the issues and do not seek to impresa 
their will or judgment upon the parties. 

IJ'hcy are not one of the bargaining parties ~nd havo 
no ~uthority to direct or determine any particular course 
of action. 

. 
On the other hand, by their training and ~<n1Y,1ledge, 

State Conciliators, through acceptable methods, bring into 
the negotiations e.xperienced vie·""1)oints, new information, 
and new approaches in resolving issues. 

The chief responsibility of State Conciliators is 
to help the parties to reconcile thei_r differences. 

Thonas J. Nicolopulos, Superv~sor, 
California State conciliation Service 
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AJIBITRATJ:Oll' 

. Saha' o' ll.ih . . . wrote epistles to a.ll the kings 
a.nd r'Qlers of nations sw:=oning tho.;. to at'l>itration . . 

-- 'llbdu'l-Bah£, PUP, p. 25 

... in the Boo~ of ttqdas; Baha'u'll5h commanded 
people to establish univer6a1 peace and Fh-:O~ed all the 
nationa to the divine banquet of intern.itional arbitration, 
so that the qucations of boundaries* ol national honor and 
property and of vital int.e.re.s"t.s boh<ee:n nntions might be 
decided by an arbitral court of justice .... If any 
quarrel arise bet~cen r~o nations it QO•t be adjudicated 
by thie international court and bo arbitrated and decided 
upon like the Judgment rendered by the judge between tvo 
1n,Uvid.,als. 

-- 'Abdu'l-Baha. 8NE, p. 168 

Peace and intc.r­
.. that the 

assured only through 

Baha'u'llih declared the Most Groat 
notional arbitration . ... He ~otc 
happiness and glory of hw,;,nity can be 
dis~rmamcnt and arbitration. 

-- 'Abdu'l-8.>"'1, PUP, p. 116 

Tho most J:lOC!iCntous question of this d~y ls 1ntcr­
n.itional peace and nrbitration .... 

-- 'Abdu'l-8.>"'1, PUP, p. 130 

Universal peace will be cstal>l1ahed a=ng the nations 
of the world by international agrecr.,ont .... An arbitral 
court of Justice ahaJ.l be established by whlch international 
disputes are to be settled. 

-- 'J\bdu"l-Sah'3. i>UP1 p. 317 

All diaputcs of an internAtional character Shall bo sub­
mitted to this cou.rtl !ts work being eo arrange by arbitra­
tion everything which othcrwiae \l.•Ould be a c:iu.ac of war. 

-- 'J\bdu'l-8aha, Paris TalkS1 p. lSS 

Th<> tenth ray Lot l igh!/ l.a the organization of 
the arbitr~l court of justic:c 1 o-r pa.rlic:ient of man 
before the mellll)ers of which all the intc.rnaUona.l ioter­
government~l problet:1.S are arbitrated. 

-- 'Al>du'l-Baha, S of W, Vol. 13, p. 260 

should differences ~rise they shall be amicably and con­
:lusively settled by the suprece 'l'ribunal, that shall 
lncludo memhera fr~ all the gove4nrnents and peoples of 
;he world. 

-- '7'bdu'l-aaha, W&'l', p. 13 
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It is necessary that the nations and 9overrur~nts organ­
ize ~n intern~tional tribunal to which all their dis­
putes and differences shnlL be referred. The decision 
of tha.t tribunal shall be final. In.di vidual controversy 
will be adjudged bv a locnl tribunal. 

-- •Jwduil-sana, PUP, p. 295 

If a number of imaginar~ or real difficulties have 
arisen between Austria and Serbia, if they are really 
disinterested and are anxious to keep the.balance of 
the Powers and not disturb the peace of Europe, why do 
they not go before the court of Arbitration? The impar­
tial ~embers of that Court of Arbitral Justice will look 
into the nature of the claims of oach party, and after 
mature investigation decide which one is in the right. 
Were they ready to refer .ill their differences to such 
a court, this war would have been obviated. The Univer­
sal Court of Arbitration is the only body that shall 
resolve all the disagreements and contentions that arise 
between the nations of the world .... before which 
~11 their quarrels mav be arbitrated. 

-- 'i\l:>du'l-Bahi, S of w, Vol. V, p. 165 

Touching the point rDiscd in tho Socrotary"s letter 
regarding the n~ture and seope of the Universal court of 
Arbitration, this and other Similar matters will have to 
be explained and elucidated by the Univoranl House of 
Juotice . . . . 

-- Shoghi Effendi. BA, p. 47 

nc. was !urthermore h19hlv olatcd to loa't"n that tho pres-. . . 
ti9e, the integrity and ability of tho local Baha'i 
Assemblies in that orovince (Jatah3n) hnd of late stood 

• • • so high that non-8aha'is. exasperated by the corruption 
and inco~etencc of their a~-n judges, had more than once 
freely submitted cases of dispute to the judgment of the 
elected representativc.s of the BahEi' i comr:i.unity in their 
locality. 

-- Shoghi Effendi, 1929, BA, p. 172 

Among the powers and duties with which the Universal 
House of Justice has been invested arc: 

To adjudicate disputes falling within its purview: 
. to provide for the arbitration and settlement of 

disputes arising be~vcen peoples ...• 
-- Universal Rouse of Justice, Constitution, pp. 5-6 

The local Assembly, as the Guardian has stated, can act 
as a board of arbitr~tion 1£ the couple disagrees about 
the terms and conditions of divorce, and when it so acts 
the couple are to abide by its decision. 

-- Annual Reports, Nos.A. of U.S .. 1955-56, p. 27 
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In a land which bas £or years so aa"'--agely pcu:secuted the 
Faith, a man ~ho for forty ye~rs has been kno..n:i through­
out Persia~ a Babi. b..ts been ;adc the solo ~4bitrator 
in a ea.a~ oz d1~uto which ~nvolvos, on the one l).and, 
the Zillu-i-Su.ltai:\, tha tyrannic~! son of the Shah and 
a s-.(()rn e1l(tc[V of the Cause. and, on th~ othor.~rza ,··~-+ , , , 
~tn-•111, ~han, the sahib-1-D,van. It has b~en ouJ:>licly 
i.nnounced ~t wbats09\.-er be ~he verdict of this· sal:>!.. 
the same should bQ unreservedly accepted by both parties 
.J.ncl should be unhesitatingly enforced. 

-- Nabfl-t-n•~. Dawn-Broakero. p. 155 

Quotations t:r0c1::; Alexander Lindey. scparat~on Agroe~ents:• 

Arbitration is the adjudication of a controveri,y by 
:in impartial par:;on. or by .i boa.rd of 1..r:partial pcr!.ona, 
whose decision is called an a~-ard and is final and binding. 
Unlike a dispute t.l.kcn to court, :a..rbitr~tion ls entMcd into 
voluntarily; tho parti~s the=aelvoa define the issue. soloct 
tho arbitrator or arbitrator•~ and prcscci'bc the rules to bo. 
followed. Almost any dispute that c~n ~ litigated can~ 
Galtled by arbitration i! the two sidoa •o desire. (29-9) 

Tho Jurisdiction of azbitratora derives frOQ and is 
restricted by the: sub:11 s~ion 3.,;rec:::1Cnt:: Md tho award must 
be co-cxtenDivc thcrc,..•ith. I! the arbitratocs act within 
tho limitc imposed by the suboission a9rce..-:1Cnt. the merits 
of their a~~rd Arc not epen to court: review: nor docs eny 
faulty rcnsonin9 on their pt\rt. 1£ disclosed. vitiate the 
award. 

hrbitrators act in~ quasi-judicial c~p~city. and 
bu~t be id;!).)rtial, so as to ~cndc~ a =atth!ul, honest 
and disinterested award. (29-12) 

The conclusiveness of a•-ards ts based upon the 
principle that the p~rtica having chosen Judges of their 
own and agreed to abide by their decision. they arc bound 
by their ag~cer:ient and co:,pclled to perforo the award. 

The award of an arbitrator ca.~not be sot aside for 
~cco crror8 of judg?!l~nt, either as to the law or as to 
facts. lf he koeps within bis jurisdiction and is not 
guilty of !r~ud. corruption o~ other misconduct affect­
ing hie award, it ·is un.l!=isailablc, o~ratcs a.:: a fin~l 
and conclu~ive judgolnt and ha...~evc.r d.isappoint!..ng it may 
bft. t~ parties must abida by it. (29-17) 

"This ra.tc.ria.l is .:-ep.rinted by pe.-.~ssicn of the c:opy~ight 
~~er. Matthew Bender & company. Inc. 
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(Quotations from Alexander Linde¼ Continued) 

Under New York law, an award will be vacated by the 
court only {a) where it was procured by corruption, fraud, 
or other improper means~ or {b) where there was evident 
_partiality on the part of the arbitrators; or {c) where 
they were guilty o.f misconduct p:rejudicial to a party, 
such as refusing to postpone the nearing upon sufficient 
cause sho,,m 1 or refusing to hear evidence material to the 
controversy; or (d) where they exceeded their powers or 
failed to render a final anO definite award; or {e) where 
there was no valid submission or contract. (29-18) 

Practical Suggestions 

l. The essential purpose of~ separation agreement is to 
prevent the airing of marital troubles in court ... 
Unless there are persuasive considerations to the 
contrary, provision should be made for ~rbitration. 

2. The advantages of arbitration a.re (~) the priv;:icy of 
the h9arings, which pceeludes notoriety; (b} the pos­
sibility of securing arbitrators profc&sionally qual­
ified to deal with the controversy (whe'rc the husband 
is to pay the wife a certain percentage of his 1nco:ne, 
and there is a dispute tlS to his books and record~, an 
accountant on the board of arbitrators will be most 
helpful); (c) ~nforroality of procedure, which permits 
the parties to unburden the~selvcs in~ way impossible 
in court; (d) speedy disposition, which our courta with 
their congested calendars cannot even remotely match1 
and Cc) savings in expenses. 

3. The disadvantages of arbitration arc (a) that arbitra­
tors are not bound by principles of substantive law or 
the rules of evid~ncc; (b) that the partieR may, in 
their testimony. wande":" far ti field and ra.'c.c up old 
grievances that they could not air in court; (c) that 
there is no right. of appeal: (d) tbat the avera.ge person 
who serves as arbitrator has had neither tt'aining nor 
experience in strict impartiality; and (e} that such 
person may be a busy man. viewing arbitration as an 
encroachment on his time, and hence likely to arrive 
at a snap judgment .. 

7. An arbitration clause has a us~ful function that is 
sometimes overlooJced. occasionally parties about to 
enter into a separation agreement, while seeing eye 
to eye on most of the provision-s, find it impossible 
to meet on some terms that are not immediately appli­
cable, but may come into play at some future time: 
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(Quotations from Alex.under Lindey, Continu.ed} 

In such a case a si=plo expedient is not to try to 
resolve the problem imn:acdiately but to leave it to 
arbitration ~hen it ac~ually ariees. T"nis doea not 
necessarily mean th.l.t a clash is being postponed. It 
may well be that when the question do-trn present i tsel £, 
psrh~ps years after the execution o( the agreet:1ent, 
there ha& been a co:aplcte change of temper and attitude 
of the partie& .... 

8. WherQ the separation agre~ment is tho culmination of 
a protracted campaign of mutual harassa-.ent bet-ween 
the parties. or where ono p.:s..rty has shown a persiatent 
tendency to goad and poster the other about detAils. 
an arbitration clause may turn out to be a weapon of 
continued spite. and thus defeat the whole purpose of 
the agreement, whieh irJ to restore pc.ice and snni·ty 
botwoon the p~rties. 

9 .... experience hau sh~«n th3t tho mere incorpor~tion 
of an arbitration clause in .in D.grceocnt h3s a salutary 
psychological effect, in that it impel• the iartieo to 
adjust thoir differences between thco:sclvcs ~hero they 
otharvico ml9ht not. ~oroovor. an arbitration clnuso 
as to the custody (as well aa related problems) stands 
so long a• neither party challcngco it. As a practi­
cal matter, it is rarely ch.>llcngcd. ~nd arbitration 
proccodo without a hilch. i\nd if that happens, surely 
no principle of sound social policy is contravened. 
A doctor serving as an nrbitrntor will prcsur-...ably render 
at least a» wise a decision ao a judge might in :i dio­
puto between ex-spouses as to the ~ind of medical treat­
ment thoir child should have. There was a tiM when 
the mere suggestion that ali.mOny be fixed by arbitra­
tion instead of by decree would have drawn thunder and 
lightnin9 from the bench: today oupport is arbitrablc 
in Now York. (29-1 to 4) 

Whore a aubsequeht divorce is a possibility. tho 
separation a9reement serve~ a double purpose. Not only 
does it settle custody, eupport and property rights, but 
it Curniahea a practical and socially desir.,i,le simpli­
fication of tho divorce proceduro. The sole iSsuca that 
remain to be litigated are Jurisd~ction and the &x.istcncc 
of good ground, for divorce: and thQre is no occasion for 
tho Kind of etnbittcred court battle as to a.lir:ony and 
cuetody that causos notoriety, expe.nse and psychological 
damage. (31-1) 



VOCABULARY 
TB?.T BABA· fs SHOULD KNO"n 

... the primary ca~se of oppression and inj~stice 
•· is the people's lack of religiol.ls faith and ·the 

fact that they are,uneducated. When, £or example~ the 
people are genQinely religious and are literate and 
well-schooled, ~nd a difficulty presents itself, they 
can apply,to the local authorities: if they do not meet 
with jQstice and secure their rights and 1£ they see 
that the conduct of the local government is incompat-
ible with the Divine qood pleasure and the king's justice, 
they can then take their case to higher courts and describe 
the deviation of the local administration from the spirit­
ual law. Those courts can then send for the local records 
of the case and in this way justice will be done. At 
present, hgwever, because of their inadequate schooling, 
most of the population lack even the vocabulary to explain 
\.,•h:it they want. 

-- 'Abdu' 1-B~_hcl., SOC, p. 18 

Arbitration:- Seep. 70 . 
. 

Arbitrator:- an adjudicator, arbiter, Judge, referee, umpire. 

Backbiting:- to speak evil of one abocnt; to maliciouoly 
give a false report of one absent. 

Calumny:- a false statement mado to injure someone's 
reputation. 

commandment:- an order given by authority. 

conciliate:- (L. conclliare, to draw or bring together) 
to help disputing p.:,,rt!es to reach ttgreemcnt by 
compromise or by reconciling differences. Seep. 70. 

Crime:- sec p. 21. 

Decree:- a decision: an order, judgment or award. 

Demand:- a request made •..rith authority. 

Disobedience:- wilf~l neglect or refusal to obey, or 
Kna~ingly doing what is forbidden. _ 

Edict:- decree, procl.i.matlon, order, law, coJ?L>nand. 

Equity,- Seep. 30. 
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Forgive:- l. to pardon; to give up resent:Qent against or 
the desira to punish. 2. to ov~rlook. 

Hearsay:- rumor; corcnon talk; so=etMng heard from another: 
something """C did not see with our CMn eyes or know 
of our 0t,,r-n k:no-... le.dge. 

Jurisdiction,- seep. 52. 

Justice,- Seep. 20. 

Law,- Sec p. 2. 

Mediation,- (L. medius, l>iddlc) to help disputing parties 
to reach agrec::-.cnt by coa:prOQi.sc or by reconciling 
difference■. Seep. 70. 

Mediator:- ~gcncy botveen parties at wiriance with~ view to 
reconciling then; counselor; ndddlc=.a.n: consultant. 

Mercy:- 1. co=ipaasionate trcatJ:icnt of the unfortunate and 
helpless, l>o~nty: the blessings and bo=t100 of COd. 

2. forbc~rancc frOQ puniahing; indulgence; leniency. 

Ord..1nancc:- a direction or c~d. a la~ or statute. 

Prerogative:- 3 right to exercise a p°""cr or privllogc in 
priority to, or to the exclusion of, others. 

Principle,- Sec p. 2. 

Proof,- showing beyond a doubt tho truth of oomet.hJ.ng, 
o test of the accuracy of ov!dcncc. 

R.1ght,- seep. SB. 

Spiritual Court,- Seo p. 69. 

Tenet:- any principle, belief or dc,c;trine held as true. 

Vendet.t.a.:- (L. vindicta, vengeanc:c) a blood feud in which 
the relatives of a murdered person try to kill 
the murderer or me~rs of his family. 

Vengeance:- tho return of an ~nju.ry for an injury, in 
punishmenc or retribution; revenge. 
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BA 

BN 

BPP 

BP II 

BW 

BWF 

C of F 

DND 

SOURCES QUOTED 

Title 

'Abd.u' l-B.'.lh~ in -.London 

Advent of Divine Justice. The, by Shoyhi Effendi 

A.'"m.Ual Reports, N.S.A. of th~ u .. s. 

Arbitration Procedure, An Outline of, by the 
Araerican Arbitration As~ociation 

Baha'i Ad..iinistration, by Shoghi Effendi 

3ah.i'i Glossary 

8aha'1 News (U.S.) 

Baha. 1 .t Peace Program, by 'Al>du' l-8aha 

BnbD. 0 ! Proccdu.rc. second edition 

Baha'i world 

Bahn'> World Faith 

Bah6.' u' ll~h :ind the New Era, by John Esslcmonl; 

Bible: Isaiah, Luke, Ma~k, Matthew, ~hessaloni~no 

Black's Law Dlction.:iry. by Henry Campbell Black 

Bouvier's Law OictiQna~y 

Bulletin on Marriage., N.S.A. of the U.S. 

calitornla. State conciliation Service Bulletin 

Canadi.'.ln Bah£'! News 

Citadel of Faith, by Shoghi Effendi 

Constitution of the Universal House of JUstice, The 

courts, The Public, ond the Law Explosi•o:n, '!'he, 
Court Congc$tion by Maurice ,Ro~enberg 

Dawn-Breakers, The, by Nabll-i-A'iam 

' Oa·.-m of a New Day, Messages to India 1923-1957, 
by Shoghi Effendi 
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Gl. 

GPl3 

L Of P 

sOURc..s ouorim 
(Continued) 

Declaration of 'r.rust and Sy-La.wa of a LSA 

Deci.aration of Trust and l!y-1.;>ws of the NSA of the us 
. , 

f)pistl• to the Son of the Wol!, by saha'u'llah 

Ethics, by John oe-..'Uy. 1st ed. 

Everyday Law M.>dc Simple, by Jack La3t . . . Ya.I.th of Baha'u'llah, The, oy Shoghi Effendi 

Fund~ntal t,c,c;~i conecption~. Introduction 
by Walter Wnccler Cook 

Gloanl.nga frOC> tho Writing• of Bahn' u' llah 

God Pasoes By, by S~.oghi E!fond1 

Hidden Wordo, by lll>M •u. llah 

Kitab-i-fqan, The, by Baha"u'llah 

Law and the Modern M1nd, by JerOOlC Fran~, 1963 ed. 

Letters froo the Guardian to Australia and New, zea1and 

Light of tho Pacific, lla~aii 

toc4l Spiritual Assembly. The, by the Universal 
Uouse of J'ust-ice 

Mesoages to the Baha'i World, 1950-1957, by Shoghi Effendi 

Messages to Canada, 19Z3-l957, by Shoghi Effendi 

M froca UBJ !'..e.ssago.s frc:c The Universal House of Justice 

NBR &ational Baba'{ Revie"' (U.S.) 

NSA National. Spiritual Asae::l)ly, The. by the Universal 
House of Justice 

Par-i.S TalJ<S. by • 1'bdu • 1-Baha 

P&M Prayers and ~dit.>.tions~ by ~.a•u•11ab 
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P of SA 

PDC 

PUP 

soc 

SAQ 

s of w 

S&C of Kil 

TilB 

TOI.' 

W of G 

W&T 

WOB 

Title 

SOURCES QUOTED 
(continued) 

Principle~ of Baha I _f t\dministration (Briiish) 

Promised Day Is come, T"ne, by Shoqhi Effendi 

Promulgation of Univcr~al Peace, The, by 'i\bdu' 1-B:::a.ha 

Secret of Divine Civilization, by 'Abdu'l-8aha 

separation Agreements and Ante-Nuptial Contracts, 
by Alexander Lindey 

so.ne Ans-we-red Questions, by 'Abdu'l-Dah<I 

stzir of the west 

Synopsis and Codification of the Kitab-I-Aqdas 

Tablets of 'Abdu'l-Saha 

Tablets of the Divine Plan. by 'Abdu'l-Dah5 

Wellspr1ng of Guidance:, by tho Unive.rs:il Hou::io 
of Justice 

Will and Tcst~~ent of 'l\bdu'l-Daha 

World Order of Daha'u'llah, The, by Shoghi Effendi 

- 80 -




