








































































































LESSO0N IIY -- LAWS FOR THE INDIVIDUAL

In this Book /Kitab-i-Agdas/ He . . .

prescribes the cobligatory prayers:

designates the time and pericd of tasting--.. .

fixes the Qiblih:

institutes the Hugugu'llah (Right of God):

formalates the law of inheritance: . . .

preseribes monogamy; . . .

Stresses the importance of marriage and lays down its
cs5eential conditions:

imposes the chligation of engaqing in some trade or profes-
sion, exalting such occupation to the rank of worship:

cmphasizes the necessity of providing the means for the
cducation of children; and

lays upon every person the duty of writing a testament and

of strict obedience to one's government.
== Shoghl Effendi, GPB, p. 214

PROHIBITIONS

In this Bock /Kitdb-i-Agdas/ He . . . prohibits
congregational prayer except for the dead:
institution of the pricsthood: ., .
slavery,
asceticiasmd,
mendicancy?,
mnnaatisism,
penance-,
the use of pulpits and the kissing of hands /of clergy/; .
cruelty to animals
idleness and Blathﬂ,
backbiting3 and calumny®; . . .
gambling, ., . .,
the use of opium, wine and other intoxicating drinks: . . .,
murdor,
arson?,
adultery,
thett: [ &
fanatliclsm,
seditionB, , . .

-— Sheghi Effendi, GPB, pp. 214-215

1. self-torture and severe abstinence frenm pleasures and
comfort. 2. begging. 3. a sacrament of the Catholic Church
involving confession, penalty and absolution by a priest;
any wvoluntary suffering or punishment. 4, laziness.

5. see vocabulary p. 76. 6. =es vocabulary p. 7g

7. intentionally sectting fire to property. 8. creating
discontent or commotion against the government:; resistance
to lawful avthority.
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. = - excluded by . . . Baha'u'l1lah's writings. . . .
the sacrament of baptism, of communion,
of confession of sins,
of asceticlsm,
of priestly domination,
of elaborate ceremonials,
of holy war,
and of peolygamy.
T Ehnghi Effﬂnﬂif WﬂB. Pl- 22

« =« = requires total abstinence from
all algoholic drinks,
from opium, and from similar_ habit-forming drugs,
It condemns the prnstitutiunl of art and of literature,
the practices of nudism
and of companicnate marriage?,
infidelity in marital relationships.
and all manner of promiscuity, of easy familiarity,
and of sexual vices?.
== Shoghi Effendi, ADJ, p. 25

PRAYER

« « « in every Dispensation the law concerning
prayer hath been emphasized and universally enforced.
-= Baha‘'u'llah, Kitab-i-fgan, p. 39

FASTING

We have commanded you to pray and faat from the beginning
of maturity; this is ordained by God. . . . He has exempt
from this those who are weak from illneBa or aga .« . « »
Verily, I say that God has appointed a great station for
fasting and praycr. But during good health its benefit is
cvident, and when one is 111, it is not permissible to
fulfill them. g -

== Baha'u'llah, guoted by Shoghi Effendi,

BN #98, p. 1

1. to put to an unworthy or base use.

2. an ascociation of a man with a woman in cohabitation

by mutual consent without the bonds of matrimony '-—— Funk

& Wagnalls Dictionary, 1957. . . . where there is no legal
or religious marriage . . . -= Shoghi Effendi, NSA compila-
tion on Bahia'i{ Marriage Law, Jan. 1970.

3. (L. from vi, to twist) corruption, fault, defect, evil,

crime, immorality.




Az regards fasting, it constitutes, together with the
obligatory prayers, the two pillars that sustain the revealed
lLaw of God. They act as stimulants to the soul, strengthen,
revive and purlfy it, and thus insure its steady develop-
ment. . . . The ordinance of fasting is . . . enjeined . . .
vpon every belicwver who has attained the age of fifteen,

The fasting period, which lasts nineteen days starting
as a rule from the second of March every yvear and ending on
the twentieth of the samc month, involves complete absten-
tion from food and drink from sunrise till sunset. It is
essentially a period of meditation and prayer, of spiritual
recupcration, during which the believer must strive to make
the necessary readjustments in his inner 1life, and to
refresh and reinvigorate the spiritual forces latent in his
soul, Ite significance and purpose are, therefore, funda-
mentally spiritual in character. Fasting is symbolic, and
a reminder of abstincnce from sclfish and carnal desires,

-=- Shoghi Effendi, BN 498, p. 1

THE QIBLIH

(Definition from Baha'i Glossary): Point of Adoration;
prayer-direction . . . the Most Holy Tomb of Bahda'u'llah
at Pahjl 45 "the Heart and Qiblih of the Baha'l world.”
(See alsoc Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, pp. 110, 277)

Whoso wisheth to pray, let him . . . stand up, and
facing the Qiblih (Point of Adoration, i.e. Bahjl, 'Akka),
let him say . .

-~ Baha'u' 11ah, P&M, pp. 314-315

There is no special physical significance in the remains
of the Prophets or relics of Thelr Persons. But there
is a profound spiritual significance in the secnse that
Thelr dust was the physical mirror of the greatness of
God, In other words we know God through His Prophets,
Who have hodies; these bodies -- Their wvery dust -- are
precious through assoclation. It is natural for pcople
to be touched by a lock of hair or some tcken of one
they loved: how much more should we treasure and feel
moved by a relic of the Beloved of God?

—= Shoghi Effendi, BN #210, p. 2

The embellishment of the Haram-i-Agdas®, the outer

Sanctuary of Baha'u'llah's Sepulcher . . . has been
greatly enhanced through the laying out . . . of formal

gATdens . . = .=
—— SBhoghi Effendi, April 1954, MEW, p. 64

*Most holy environs -- Baha'il Glossary, p. 18
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2 Fund has been inaugurated in anticipation of the
adoption of preliminary measures for the unltimate con-
struction of Baha'u'llah's Sepulcher in the heart of the
Haram-i-Agdas recently cstablished in the plain of ‘Akka.

-- Shoghi Effendi, April 1955, MBW, p. 78

THE muolQu Liin®

In the Kitab-i-Agdas it is further written . . . that
those who have a certain amcount of income must giwve one-
£1fth of it to God the creator of heaven and earth.

—— *'2bdu'l-Baha, PUP, Vol. I, p. 212

O friends of 'Abdu'l-Bahi! The Lord, as a sign of
His infinite bounties, hath graciously favored His ser-
vants by providing for a fixed money offering (Huglg), te
be dutifully presented unto Him, though Ile, the True one
and His servants have been at all times independent of
all created things, and Ged verily is the All-Possessing,
axalted above the need of any gift from His Creatures.
This fixed money offering, however, causeth the pecple
to beecome firm and stcadfast and draweth Divine increasc
upon them. It is to be offered through the guardian of
the Cause of God, that it may be expended for the diffusion
of the Fragrances of God and the exaltation of His word,
for benevolent pursuits and for the common weal.

== 'Abdu'l-Baha, WAT, p. 15 '

The paying of the Hugiq is a spiritual cbligation;
the friends must not be obliged by the Asscmblies to pay
it, but they should be encouraged to fulfil this spiritual
chligation laid upon them in the Agdas.

-= Shoghi Effendi, DND, p. 118

. . . participation of individual believers, through
contributions directly transmitted to the Holy Land are
imperative and beyond the scope of the jurisdiction of
Mational and local Assemblies.

.~ Shoghl Effendi, MBW, p. 14

Concerning Hugig, the Guardian wishes me to inform you
that at present it is not obligatory for the friends to pay,
But that they should be urged to contribute to the logal
and naticonal funds.

—-- Shoghi Effendi, DND, p. 192

*The right of God —— Baha'i Glossary, p. 19
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« « the Universal House of Justice . . . must, in the
absence of the Guardian, receiwve and disburse the Bugigqu'llah
in accordance with the following statement of "Abdu'l-Baha:
"Disposition of the Euqﬁq, wholly or partly, is permissible,
but this should be done by permission of the authority in
the Cause to whom all must turn.”®

== Uniwversal House of Justice, W of G, p. 921

INHERITANCE

- - . a Baha'{ is frce to bequeath his property to any
person, irrespective of religion, provided howcver, he
leaves a will, specifying his wishes.

-- Shoghl Effendi, DND, p. 77

To divide the inheritance as it is prescribed by
Bahi'u'lldh we have to divide it into 2,520 shares. But
we can also divide it into 42 shares, Then ¢very one of
the beneficiarics will take so many of these shares.
These numbors form like a highest denominator for the
different fractions which represent the shares of the
different individuals that will benefit in case of
intestacy. 1In case of the non-existence of one class
of inhexritors, the Agdas mentions how it should be divided,
A8 a general rule, a part goes to the louse of Justice,
a part to the children.

-- Shoghl Effendi, BN #BO, p. 5

EDUCATION

Schools must first train the children in the prin-
ciples of religion, so that the Promise and the Threat,
recorded in the Books of God, may prevent them from the
things forbidden and adorn them with the mantle of the
commandments:  But this in such a measure that it may
not injure the children by resulting in ignorant fanati-
cism and higntry; 3

-— Baha'u'llah, Words of Paradise, BWF, p. 182

= = «» in this New Cyele, education and training are
recorded in the Book of God as cbligateory and not volun-—
tary. That is, it is enjoinecd upon the father and mother,
as a duty, to strive with zll effort te train the daughter
and the son . . . .

Therafore, the beloved of God and the maid-servants
of the Merciful must train their children with life and
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heart and teach them in the school of virtue and perfec—
tion. They must not be lax in thie matter; they must
not ba insafficient. s

- "Abda'l-Baha, TAR, Vol. IIXI, pp. 578-579

. . . Baha'l educaticn, just like any other system of
education is based on the assuzption that there are cer-
tain natural deficiencies in every child, no matter how
gifted, which his cducators, whether his parents, school
masters, or his spiritual guides and preceptors should
endeavor to remedy. Discipline of scme sort., whether
physical, moral or intellectual, is indeed indispensable,
and no training can be said to be complete and fruitful
1f it disregards this element. The child when born is
far from being perfect. It is not only helpless, but
actually is imperfect, and even 1s naturally inclined
towards cvil. He should be trained, his natural inclina-
tions harmonized, adjusted and controlled, and if necas-
sary suppressed or regulated, so as to insure his healthy
physical and moral development. Baha'i parents cannot
simply adopt an attitude of non-resistance towards thelr
children, particularly those who are unruly and vioclent
by nature. It is not even sufficlent that they should
pray on their behalf. Rather they should endeavor to
inculcate, gently and patiently, into their youthful
minds such principles of moral conduct and initiate
them into the principles and teachings of the Cause
with such tactful and loving care as would cnable them
to become “"true sons of God® and develop into loyal and
intelligent citizens of His Kingdom. This is the high
purpoae which Bahf'u‘llih Himself haa clearly defined as
the chief goal of every education.

-- Shoghi Effendi, NMBR #21, p. 6

PILGRIMAGE

It was during those same days /18687 that Bahd'u'llah
instructed . . . Nabll to recite on His behalf the two
néwly revealed Tablets of the Pllgrimage, and to perform,
in His stead, the rites _prescribed in them, when visiting
the Bab's House in shirdz and the Most Great House in
Baghdad -- an act that marks the inception of one of
the holiest cbservances, which, in a later pariod, the
Kitib-i-Agdas was to formally establish.

— Shoghl Bffendi, GPB, pp. 176-177

The Most Great House, ordained as a center of pllgrimage
by Baha'u'lldh in His Kitib-i-Aqdas . . . .
—= Shoghi Effendi, GP3, p. 411




When thou art departed out of the court of My presence,
O Muhammad, direct thy steps towards My Fouse (Baghdad
House), and wisit it on behalf of thy Lord. When thou
Teachest its door, stand thou before it ang say: Whither
iz the Ancient Beauty gone, O most great House of God, He
through Whom God hath made thee the cynosure of an adoring
world, and proclaimed thee to be the gign of His remengbrance
unto all who are in the heavens and all who arc on the earth?
- = - Blessed be the man that directeth his steps toward
thee, and visite;h the?.

== Baha'u'llah, Gl. pp. 111-114

OBLIGATION TO WORK

It is enjoined on every one of You Lo ¢ngage in scme
occupation -~ some art, trade or the like. We have made
this -- your cccupation =- identical with the worship of
Ged, . . ., Waste not yeur time in idleness and indolence
and ocecupy yourselves with that which will profit yourselvens
and others beside yourselves.

-- Baha'u'lléh, Glad Tidings, BNE, p. 143

» + o« Yo must give forth goodly and wondrous fruits,
that ye yourselves and others may profit therefrom,

Thus it is incumbent on every one¢ to engage in
crafte and prnfagﬂicnsf. E i
== Baha'u'llah, Hidden Words, Peraian #80

The best of men are they that earn a livlihood by their
calling and spend upen themselves and upon their kindred .
-=- Baha'u'llah, Hidden Words, Persian B2

Please God, the poor may exert themselves and strive
to earn the means of liveliheod. This is a duty which,
in this most great Revelation, hath been preacribed unto
every one, . . .

-- Bahda'u'lldh, 6l., p. 202

True reliance is for the servant to pursue his profecssion
and calling in this world . . . .
-- Baha'u'llih, Words of Wiszdom, BWE, p. 141

With reference te Baha'u'llah's command concerning
the engagement of the believers in Some sort of profes=-
sion: the Teachings are most emphatie on this matter,
Particularly the statement in the Agdas to this cffect
which makes it quite elear that idle beople who lack the
desire to work can have no blace in the new World Order.




As a corollary of this principle, Baha'u'llah further
states that mendicity should not only be discouraged but
entircly wiped out from the face of society. It is the
duty of thosc who are in charge of the organization of
socicty to give every individual the opportunity of
acquiring the necessary talent in some Kind of profes—
sion, and also the mcans of utilizing such a talent,
both for its own sake and for the sake of earning Lhe
means of his livelihood. Ewvery individual, no matter
how handicapped and limited he may be, is under Lhe obli-
gation of engaging In somc work or profession, for work,
especially when rformed in the spirit of scrvice, is
according to Bahd'u'llah a form of worship. It has not
only a utilitarian purpose, but has a value in itself,
beeause it draws us nearer to God, and cnables us Lo
better grasp His purposce for us in this world. It is
obvicus, therefore, Lhat the Inheritance of wealth cannot
make anyonc immune from daily work.

-= Shoghi Effendi, P of BA, pp. 12-13

MENDICANCY

The most despised of men beforc God is he who sits and begs.
—- RBahi'u'llah, Glad Tidings, BNE, p. 143;
BWEF, p. 195

The basest of men arce they that yield no frult on carth.
Such men arc verily counted as among the dead, nay better
are the dead in the sight of God than those idle and
worthless souls.

-- Bahd‘'u'llah, Hidden Words, Persian #81

He who . . . is leoking at the hand of the people Lo glve
him something, know ye that I am guit of such a one.
-— 'Ahdu'l-Baha, 5§ of W, Vol. IV, p. 255

. « .« if he were able to work ‘it is not allowable to
assist him, Lazy pcople should net be assisted; other-
wlse everybody would leave his work and expecl others to
supporl him. There would be no end to it.

—= 'Abdu*l-Baha, S of W, Vol. III, No. 11, p. 5

Bahﬁ'u‘lléh forbids both begging and giving Lo beggard, . . .
—— Universal Housce of Justice, S&C of KA, p. b4




THEFT AND ENTERING WITHOUT PERMISSION

= + « DO man should enter the house of his friend =ave
at his friend's pleasure, nor lay hands upon his
treasures . . . . -

—— Baha'u'llah, Hidden Words, Persian £43

- + . that which maketh My heart and My pen to lament.
They that spread disorder in the land, and lay hands on
the property of others, and enter a house without leave
af 1ts owner . . , .

-- Baha'u'llih, ESW, p. 23

Some have regarded it as lawful to infringe en the
integrity of the substance of their neighbor, and have
made light of the injunction of God as prescribed in His
Book. Ewvll fall upon them, and the chastiscment of Godd,
the All-Powerful, the Almighty, afflict them! . . . They
who dwell within the tabernacle of God, and are established
upon the seats of everlasting glory, will refuse, though
they be dyving of hunger, to stretch their hands and seize
unlawfully the property of their neighbor, however vile
and worthless he may bhe,

-- Baha'u'llah, Gl., pp. 297-299

CONFESSION

It 15 not allowable te declare onc's sins and tranagressions
before any man, inasmuch as this has not been, nor is, con-
ducive to securing God's forgiveness and pardon. At the
same time such confession before the creatures leads to one's
humiliation and abasement, and Ged -- exalted in His glory:
-=- does not WLahﬁfﬂr tb& humiliation of His servants.

-- Baha'u'llah, Glad-Tidings, BWF, p. 193-194

We are forbidden to confess to any person, as do the
Catholics to their priests, our sins and shortcomings, or
to do so in public as some religious sects do. However,
if we spontaneonsly desire to acknowledge we have bheoen
wrong in something, or that we have some fault of charac-
ter, and ask another person's forgiveness or pardon, we
are quite free to do so.

—— Shoghi Effendi, S&C of KA, p. 64
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LESSON IV -- LAWS FOR SOCIETY

. +» » Baha'u'lldh . . . has . . . clearly and specif-
ically laid down a set of Laws, established definlte insti-
tutions, and provided for the essentials of a Divine Economy.

== Shoghli Effendi, WOB, p. 19

CONSULTATION

The heaven of divine wisdom is illumined and shining
with two orbs, consultation and kindness,
—- Baha'u'llah, Tablet of Ishrigat, BWF, p. 198

Consultation He establishes as one of the fundamontal
principles of His Faith; describes it as "the lamp of guid-
ance," as "the bestower of understanding,” and as one of
the two "luminaries™ of the "heaven of Divine Wisdom."

== Shoghi Effendi, GPB, p. 218

The principle of consultation, which constitutes one of
the basic laws of the Administration, should be applied
to all Baha'il activities which affect the collective
interests of the Falth, for it is through cooperation
and continued exchange of thoughts and views that the
Cause can best safeguard and foster its interests. . . .
the collective experiences and wisdom of the group . . . -«
-- Shoghli Effendi, BN #79, pp. 3-4

. . it is the.duty of the N.5.A. to devise ways and
means which wWould enable them to obtain valuable sugges-
tions, not only from the total number of the elected
delegates, but from as large a body of their fellow-workers
as is humanly possible.

—-— Shoghi Effendi, BN #79, p. 10; NSA, p. 24

Theirs /N.S.A. members/ is the duty . . . to invite
discussion, provide information, wventilate grlevances,
welcome advice from even the most humble and inslignifi-
cant members of the Baha'i family . . . .

-- 3hoghi Effendi, BA, pp. 143-144

. . . oftentimes, the most lowly, untutored and inexper-
icneed among the friends will, by the sheer inspiring -
force of selfless and ardent devotion, contribute a
distinct and memorable share to a highly involwved dis-
cussion in any given Assembly.

—= Shoghi Effendi, BA, p. 79

. . . BahA'u'll3h has expressly laid dewn the law of consul-
t+ation and never indicated that anything else superseded it.
—— shoghi BEffendi, BN #167, p. 1




CONSULTATION WITH EXPERTS

No doubt, the power of praver is wver great, yet consulta-
tion with experts is enjoined by Baha'u'llah.
-- Shoghi Effendi, BN #108, p. 10

- » « he sees no cobjection to using the advice and services

of non-Baha'l experts, or agencies, as leng as the purity

of the teachings and the dignity of the Faith are maintained.
-~ Shoghi Effendi, BN £181, p. 1; P of BA, p. 58

A8 regards the whole guestion of the Temple and . . . .
the best seating arrangement . . . . All minor details
regarding this matter are left to the discretion of vour
Assembly to decide after receiving the advice of experts.

. What provision for keeping the cold out, and what
entrances you wish to make constant use of, are matters
for your Assembly to decide after receiving expert advice.

- = + Any modifications . . . Jof/ Bourgeois's designs . . .
should only be made by an experienced architect and decora-
tor, and not be left to the discrimination of mere laymen.
« » = The use of all nine or only a certain number of
entrances is left to you to decide in conaultation with your
advisers. . , . He urges you, at all times, to receive the
very best technical advice . . . .

-- Shoeghi Effendi, BN #1838, p. 2

After consultation with experts it became apparent that
the bowl seating arrangement could not be included within
the financial limitation definitely set, and a seating arrange-
ment prepared by Mr. Clarence Ullrich was adopted.
-= N.S8.A., BN #1598, p. 1

» « . the National Spiritual Assembly, ailded by . . . the
expert advice of a management consultant, brought under
close scrutiny its various institutional operations . . . .

A certified public accountant was appointed as comptroller
to streamline the cperations of the Treasury,

A series of new advertisements for use by Bahd'{ ecom-
munities and groups in their local newspapers . . . were
researched and designed by a professional company . . . -

-- H.,5.A., NBR #18, pp. 5, 20

Should ye be attacked by illness or disease, ecensult
8kl1llful physicigns. % 2
—— Baha'u'llah, Kitab-i-Aagdas, BNE, p. 106

The Guardian knows nothing about your kind of healing

+ = - But he can lay down for your guidance certain broad
Principles: . . . In His Most BHoly Bock (the Acdas)
Baha'u'llah says to consult the best physicians, in other
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words, doctors who have studied a seientific system of
medicine; He never gawve us to believe He, Himself, would
heal us through “healers" but rather through prayer and
+he assistance of medicine and approved treoatments.

Now as long as your healing is in no opposition to
these principles, as long as you de not try to take the
place of a regular doctor in trying to heal others, but
only give them your kind of help through constructive
suggestion —-- or whatever it may be =- angd do not asso0-
ciate this help with being a channel of the direct grace
of Baha'u'llah, the Guardian sees no harm in your centinu-
ing your assistance to others. But you must conscientiously
decide whether, in view of the above, you are really justi-
fied in continuing.

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN #237, p. 2

As Paha'u'llah has urged us_to avail ourselves of the
help of good physiclans Baha'ils are certainly not only
free to turn to psychiatry for assistance but should,
when available, do so. This does not mean psychlatrists
arc always wise or always right; i1t means we arc free to
avail curselves of the best medicine has to offer us.

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN #236, p. 4

NINETEEN DAY FEAST

The Nineteen Day Feast was inaugurated by the Bab and

ratified by Baha'u’llah, in His Holy Bock, the Agdas, B0

that people may gather together and cutwardly show fellow-

ship and love, that the divine mysteries may be disclosed.
—— 'Abdu’'l-Baha, BN #33, p. 1

Concerning the nature of the Nincteen Day Feast. In
the Agdas, Baha'u'llah clecarly revecaled che spiritual and
sacial eharacter of this institution. Its administrative
significance, however, has been stressed by the Guardian in
direct response to the growing needs of the Baha'l community
in this formative pericd of the Bahi'l era for better train-
ing in the principles and practice of Baha'i administration.

-— Shoghi Effendi, BN #9535, p. 2

The chief opportunity which the friends have for discus-
sion on administrative gquestions is during the Nineteen
Day Feasts . - « -

-— Shoghi Effendi, DND, p. 201

shoghi Effendi firmly beliewves that consultation must be
maintained between the N.S.A. and the entire body of the
believers, and that such a consultation, when the Conven-
tion is not in session, can best be maintained through

the agency of the local assexblies, cone of whose essential




functions is to act as intermediaries between the loecal
communities and their national representatives. The
maln purpose of the Nineteen Day Peast is to enzble indiv—
idual believers to offer any suggestion to the local assem-
bly which in its turn will pass it to the M.S.A.

~— Bhoghli Effendi, BN £8B3, p. 3; NSA, P- 26

THE MASHRIQU'L-ADHKAR

Some material things have spiritual effect, and the
Mashrigu'l-Adhkar is a thing that will have great effect
upon the spirits of the people.

== 'Abdu'l-Baha, BN #208 insert

Temples are the symbols of the divine uniting force, so
that when the people gather there in the house of God
they may reeall the fact that the law was revealod for
them and that the law is _to unite them,

== ‘Abdu'l-Baha, PUP, p. 62

« » » the central Edifice of the Mashrigu'l-Adhkir
- + - 8 lHouse gsolely designed and entirely dedicated to
the worship of God in accordance with the fow, vet
definitely prescribed principles established by
Baha'u'llah in the Kitab-i-Acdas.

-- Shoghi Effendi, BA, p. 184

INSTITUTIONS MUST OBEY AND ENFORCE
BARHA'f LaAWS AND PRINCIPLES

The men of the House of Justice of God must, night
and day, gaze toward that which hath been revealed from
the herizon of the heaven of the Supreme Pen . . . .

== Baha'u'llah, Tablet of Ishragat, BWF, p. 197

Its rulings shall be in accordance with the commands and
teachings of Haha'u'llah'. ar ah i
-— 'Abdu‘l-Baha, PUP, p. 451

This Administrative Order . . . functieons in strict
accordance with the interpretaticns of the authorized
Interpreters of its holy scriptures, : -

== Shoghi Effendi, The Faith of Baha'u'llah, p. 13

It should be understood by the friends that bhefaore

legislating upon any matter the Universal House of Justice
satudics carefully and exhaustively both the Sacred Texts
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and the writings of Shoghi Effendi on the subject.
The interpretations written by the heloved Guardian - . -
are egually as binding as the Text itself.
—~ Universal House of Justice, Wellspring
of Guidance, p. 52

. . . a wvisible order, which would . . . wholly ldentify
itself with His principles, and function in conformity
with His laws.

—— Shoghi Effendi, WOB, p. 19

. . . operating solely in girnct,cnnfurmity with the
laws and principles of Baha'u'llah.
—- Shoghi Effendi, ADJ, p. 12

. . . function in strict accordance with both the
spiritual and administrative principles of the Faith . . . .
-~ Shoghi Effendi, BN #141, p. 1

. . in conformity with the spiritual and administra-
tive principles governing the 1ife and activities of
every established Baha'l community throughout the world.
No departure f£rom these cardinal and ¢learly enunciated
principles, . . . common to all paha'l communities,
can under any circumstances be toleratad.

-- Shoghi Effendi, ADJ, p. 52

. . « the Assermbly is a nascent llouae of Justice and
is supposed to adminlster, according to the Teachings,
the affairs-of the community.

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN #241, p. 2

. . . "spiritual Assemblies” . . . aplemnly pledged
to follow, under all conditions, the dictates of the
"Mpost Great Justice" . . . .

-- Shoghi Effendi, GPB, p. 331

/Bana‘u'llan/ . . . made justice the only basis and
the permanent foundatiocn of His Most Great Peaca.
—- Shoghi Effendi, ADJ, p. 24

Deal with them with undeviating justice . - - such
is the path which the kings . . - have trodden, they
that acted cguitably towards their subjects, and walked
in the ways of undeviating justice.

o

~_ Baha'u’llah, 61. p- 235, 237




Blessed is he who entereth the assembly for the sake
of God, and judgeth between men with pure justice.
-~ Baha‘'u'l1lah, PDC, gt

+ - « judge y= between them according to the precepts

prescribed by God in His most holy and exalted Tablet,

a Tablet wherein He hath assigned to each and every

thing its settled measure, in which He hath given,

with distinctness, an ecxplanation of all things,
-- Baha‘'u'llah, PDC, p. 22

. « « the Laws revealed by Baha'u'llih in the Agdas
arc, whenever practicable and not in direct conflict
with the Civil Laws of t c land, absolutely binding

on overy believer or Baha'l institution whether in the
East or in the West.

-= Shoghi Effendi, 1935, BN #95, p, 2

+ - » the whole machincery of assemblies, of committces
and conventions . . . will risc or fall according to
their capacity to further the interests, to coordinate
the activities, to apply the principles, tafcmbndy the
ideals and execute the purpose of the Baha'i Paith.

== Shoghi Effendi, WOB, p. 9

Blessed ia the . . . trustee who performs what he is
commanded on the Jpart of the Pre-existent Commander.
-- Baha'u'llah, Words of Paradise, BWF, p. 183

If a governor realizes his rcsponsibility and feare to

defy the divine law, his judgments will be just. Above
all, if he belicves that the consequences of his actions
will follow him beyond his carthly life, and that "as he

sows 80 must he reap,” such a man will surely avoid
injustice and tyranny . . .

When a ruler knows that his judgments will be
wélghed in a balance by the Divine Judge . . . then
will he surely act with justice and equity.

== "Abduo'l-Baha, Paris Talks, p. 158

« 2 =« 1t would be preferable if the election of .
mexbers of consultative assemblies . . . should be
dependent on the will and choice of the people. Por
@lected representatives will on this account be somewhat
inclined to exercise justice, lest their reputation
suffer and they fall intg disfaveor with the public.

-= 'Abdu‘l-Bahd, SDC, p. 24
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These Schools, being independsnt and official Baha'l
institutions, could not very wcll ignore, much less
wviolate, the express provisions and laws of the Agdas.
. . . Institutions that are entircly managed by BEaha'ls
are, for reasons that are only teo obwvious, under the
cbligation of enforcing all the laws and ordinances of
the Faith . « - -

—— Shoghi Effendi, BN #9397, p- 1

PUNISHMENT

The Third Ishréq commands the executing of the penal
laws, for this is the primary means for the maintcnance
of the world. .

—- Paha'u'llah, Tablet of Ishragat, BWF, p. 198

In Our laws and principles a chapter has been devoted
o the law of punishment which is the cause of the protec-
tion and preservation of people; but the pecple's dread of
+hat law withholds them only outwardly from committing
}ase and unseemly deeds. But that which prevents and
guards men both outwardly and inwardly from base deeds
is the fear of Ged. :

—— Baha'u'llah, Tablet of the World, BWF, p. 179

The cbject of punishment is not vengcance, but the
prevention of crime. . . - the law must punish . . . in
order to prevent a repetition of that same cerime by
athers, as the pain of the individual is unimportant
heside the gencral welfaze of the people.

—— 'Abdu'l-Bahi, Paris Talks, p. 154

The communities must punish the oppressor, the
murderer, the malefactor, 50 as to warn and restrain
others from committing like crimes. . . .

. . . the community . . . imprisons or punishes
. . . merely for the protection and security of others.
It i=z not for the purpose of taking vengeance upon the
murderer, but for the purposse of inflicting 3 punishment
by which the community will be protected. If the commu-
nity and the inheriters of the murdered one wecre to -for-
give and return good for evil, the cruel would he contin-
ually ill-treating othears, and assassinations would contin-
uzlly occur. . . - its purpoze is by punishment to protect
others, so that no atrocious actions may be committed.
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£ = -« 3Bome people are like blocdthirsty wolwves; if
they see no punishment forthecoming, they will kill men
merely for pleasure and diversion.
—= 'Abdu'l-Baha, SAQ, pp. 307-310

Bahf'u'11dh . . . /5aid, of an cvil doer who professed
Qevation toiHim, 7 I U tosan offietal who' e . had hes-
itated to inflict upon that criminal the punishment he
deserved; "Tell him, no onc in this world can claim any
relationship to Me except thosc who, in all their deeds
and in their conduct, follow My example, in such wise that
all the peoples of the earth would be powerless to prevent
them from doing and saying that which is meet and scemly . "
"This brother of Mine, this Mirz3 Mis3, who is from the
same mother and father as Myself, and who from his carliest
childhood has kept Me company, should be perpetrate an act
contrary to the interests of either the state or religion,
and his guilt be established in your sight, I would be
pleased and appreciate Your action were you to bind his
hands and cast him inte the tlver to drown, and refuse to
conslder the intercession of any one on his bechalfg.”

-- Shoghi Effendi, GPB, p. 133

In this Book (Kitdb-i-Agdas) , . . He . . . cautions
them not to he indulgent in carrying out His statutes . , vl
== Sheghi Effendi, GPB, 'pp. 214-215

Should any one among you take up arms againsat another, rise
Y& all against nim, for this is naught but manifest justica.
== Baha'u'llah, wWoB, p. 40

+ « « a 8Blngle code of international law . . . shall havae
as 1ts sanction the instant and cocrcive intervention of
the combined forces of the federated units e R

-- Shoghi Effendi, WOB, p. 41

=+ - 8 8system in which Force is made the s¢rvant of
Justice: 1 ', [
-= Shoghi Effendi, WOB, p. 204

A small force for the purposes of internal security, the

correction of eriminal and disorderly elements and the

prevention of local disturbances, would be regquired . . .
== 'Abdu'l-Baha, 5D, p. 65

In Persia . , . the determination of its members
to. . . . enforee its laws and ordinances, penalize those
who would transgress them . . . adhering to the funda-
mental spiritual principle=z, precepts and laws revealed
by Baha'u'llah . , . .
== Shoghi Effendi, GPB, p. 362




/I£/ they feel forced to deprive & person from his wvote
it should be only to safeguard the rest and not mercly to:
inflict punishmant.

—— Shoghi Effendi, BN #73, p. 5

: _ +the imposition of sanctions by Baha'l elective
Assemblies, now assuming the duties and functions of
religious courts, on recalcitrant merbers of the commu-—
nity by denying them the right to vote and of mermbership
in these Asserblies and their communities . . . -

-- Shoghi Effendi, 1944, GPFB, p. 371

MATTERS OF PERSONAL STATUS

/Accomplished in Egypt in 1929/ . . . the cedification
and publication of the fundamental laws of the Kitib-i-
Agdas regarding matters of personal status, such as mar-
riage, divorce, inheritance and burial, and the presenka-
tion of these laws to the Egyptian Cabinet; the lssuance
of marriage and divorce certificates by the Egyptian Na-
tional Spiritual Assembly: the assumption of that Aasembly
of all the dutles and responsibilities connccted with Lhe
conduct of Naha'i marriages and divorces, as well as with
the Burial of the dead . . . a petition addregsed . . .

to the Egyptian Prime Minister, the Minister of the Inter-
{ior and the Minister of Justice . . . reguesting them £oO
recognize thelr Asscmbly as a body qualifled to exerclse
the functions of an independent court and empowered to
apnly, in all matters affecting their personal status,

+he laws and ordinances revealed by the Author of thairc
Falthii & .
-- Shoghi Effendi, GPB, p. 367

The enforcement of the Bahd'i marriage and diverce laws
has become mandatory upon the National Spirlitual Asscmbly.
Therefore, full understanding of the meaning and implica-
tions of the laws surrounding marriage and the Eamily is
imperative . . « .

-= Annual Reports, N.S.A. ©of the U.5., 1963-64, p. 7

MARRIAGE

Verily in the Book of Bayén the matter is restricted
to the consent of both (bride and bridegroom). As We
desired to bring about love and friendship and Lhe unity
of the people, therefore We made it conditional upon the
conscnt of the parents also, that enmily and ill-fesling
might be avoided. %

: — Baha*u*llah, Kitab-i-Aqdas, BHME, pp. 176-177
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As to the guestion of marriage, according to the law
of God: First you must select one, and then it depends on
the consent of the father and mother. Before vour selection
they have no right of interference.
—=- 'Abdu'l-Baha, BNE, p. 177

The Baha'i betrothal is the perfect agreemont and
entire consent of both parties. They must show forth the
utmost attention and become informed of one another's
Character. The firm covenant between them must become an
eternal binding, and their intentions must be everlasting
affinity, friendship, unity and 1ife. . . .

The marriage of Bahd'ls means that both man and woman
mist become spiritually and physically united, so that they
may have cternal unity throughout all the divine worlds and
improve the spiritual life of each other. This is Baha'l
matrimony .

Among the majority of the pecple marriage consists of
physical relationship and this union and relationship is
temporary for at the ond physical scparation is destined
and ordained. But the marriage of the pecple of Baha must
consist of both physical and spiritual relationship . . .

When relationship, union and concord exist between the
two from a physical and spiritual atandpolint, that is the
real union, therefore everlasting. But if the union is
merely from the physical point of view, unquestionably it
is temporal and at the end scparation is inevitable.

Conseguently when the pcople of Bahd desire to enter
the sacred union of marriage, eternal connection and ideal
relationship, spiritual and physical association of thoughts
and conceptions of life must exist betwocen them, ao that in
all the grades of existence and all the worlds of God this
union may continue forever and ever for this real union is
a splendor of the light of the love of God.

« « « Undoubtedly that union and relationship is eternal,
-- 'Abdu'l-Baha, BWF, pp. 372-173

Z"Abdu'l-Baha's/ mother, the saintly Nawvib . . . whom
Baha'u’'llah in His Tablet, has destined to be "His consort
in every onec of His worlds."

=~ Shoghi Effendi., GPB, p. 348

Baha'u'll3h has clearly stated the consent of all living
parents is reguired for a Baha'l marriage. This applies
whather the parents are Baha'ls or non-Bahd'is, divorced
for years, or not. This great law He has laid down to
strengthen the sogial fabric, to knit closer the ties of
the home, to place a certain gratitude and respect in the
hearts of children for those who have glven them life and
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gent their souls out on the eternal journey towards their
Creator. . . - The Baha'l must, through rigid adherence
to the Baha'l laws and Leachlngs, combat those corrosive
forces which are s0 rapidly destroving home l1ife and the
beauty of family relationships, and tearing down the moral
structure of society.

== Shoghi Effendi, BN #202, p. 2

. . . Bah&'u'llah has stated that the consent of the parents
of both parties is reguired in order to promote unity and
avoid friction « « +

== Shoghi EEffendl, BN #1488, p. 2

HWith reference to the permission granted by the
Marriage License Bureau of the City of Chicago to the
Chicago Assembly to perform Baha'l marriages, the Guardian
considers this indeed as an historic achievemeont, and
trusts that it will open the way £0r the accﬂrdanﬂe of a
similar recognition to other local Baha'{ Assemblics
throughout the Statés. . . . The marriage certificate,
copies of which in Arabic and Persian are published in
the Baha'i World,” and which bears the signatures of both
parties and of their parents, should be translated and
adopted by the American friends. This is indeed a tremen-
dous step forward in the ultimate adeoption and enforcemant
of the laws of Baha'u'llah in the West,

-= Shoghi Effendi, Dec. 1939, BN #133, p. 2

In the world community the Plan involves: . .
Wide cxtcnalun of recognition by civil authorities af s a om
Baha'{ marriage certificates . . . .
-= Universal House of Juatice, Wellspring of
Guidance, pp. 24-25

/Buggested reading: Rihiyyih Rabbani, Prescription
for Living, Chapter IV, Love and Farrlage. pp. 50-61/

DIVORCE™ ™

The friends must strictly refrain from divorce unless
something arises which compels them to separate becausc
of their aversion for each other: in that case, with the
knowledge of the Spiritual Assembly, they may decide to

* pahd'{ World, Vol. X, pp. 381-383, Persian, Egyptian,
and Iragi marriage certificates. Baha'l World, Veol. XI,
p. 308, marriage certificate of India.

*%pahi'{ World, Vol. X, pp. 384-385, Baha'l divorce
certificates used hg National Spiritual Assemblios of
Persia, BEgypt and sudan.
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separate. They must then be patient and wait one complete
year. If during this year harmeony is not re-established
between them, then their divorce may be realized. . . .
The foundation of the Kingdom of God is based upon harmony
and love, coneness, relationship and union, not upon differ-
ences, especially between husband and wife. If one of
these two become the cause of diverce, that one will
unquestionably fall into great difficulties, will become
the victim of formidable calamities and experience deep
remorse.

-- 'Abdu'l-Baha, Star of the West, Vol. II,

pp. 272-273; BNE, p. 178

- » » the one-year separation between husband and wife
ag an indispensible condition of divorece . . . .
-- Shoghi Effendi, GPB, p. 373

The local Assembly, as the Guardian has stated, can act as
a board of arbitration if the couple disagrees about the
terms and conditions of divorce, and when it so acts the
couple are to abide by its decisien.
== Annual Reports, N.S5.A. of the U.S., 1955-56, p. 27
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LESSON V == JURISDICTION
DEFIRITION

Jurisdiction: 1. the legal power or authority to hear
and decide cases: the power of executing the laws and
administering justice. 2. the power or right of exercis-
ing authority. 3. the limit within which power may be
exercised. 4. the territorial range of authority.

-= Webster's New Twentieth Century Dictionary

THE ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER

The laws that govern its coperation and limit its func-
tions are those which have been expressly ordained in
the Kitab-i-Agdas.

-- Shoghi Effendl, WOB, p. 156

. + » the institutions of the Guardianship and of
the Universal House of Justice . . . . cach operates
within a clearly defined sphere of jurisdiction . . . .
Each exercises, within the limitations imposed upeon it,
its powers, its authority, its rights and prerogatives.

-- Shoghi Effendi, WOB, pp. 147-148

There is a profound difference between the inter-
pretations of the Guardian and the elucidations of the
House of Justice in exercise of its function to "delib-
erate upon all problems which have caused difference,
questions that are obacure, and matters that are not
expreasly recorded in the Book." The Guardian reveals
what the Scripture means; his interpretation is a state-
ment of truth which cannot be wvaried.

-= Universal House of Justice, W of G, p. 52

GUARDIANSHIP

He is the expounder of the words of God .. . s e
-— *AhdAn'l1-Baha, W&T, p. 1l

The interpretation of the Guardian, functicning within

hiz own sphere, is . . . authoritative and binding . . - .

He interprets what has been specifically revealed . . . .
-- Shoghi Effendi, WOB, p. 150
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The infallibility of the Guardian is confined to
matters which are related strictly to the Cause and inter-
pretation of the teachings; he is not an infallible author-
ity on other subjects, such as econcmics, science, etc.
When he feels that a certain thing is essential for the
protection of the Cause, even 1f it is something that
affects a person perscnally, he mast be cbeyed, but when
he glves advice, such as that he gave you in a previous
letter about your future, it is not binding; you are
free to follow it or not as you please,

-=- Bhoghi Effendi, BN #177, p. 2

Future Guardians . . . cannot "abrogate" the inter-
pretations of former Guardians, as this would imply not
only lack of guidance but mistakes in making them: howewver,
they can elaborate and elucidate former interpretations,
and can certainly abrogate some former ruling laid down
a8 a temporary necessity by a former Guardian,

-— Shoghl Effendi, BN #197, p. &

HANDS OF THE CAUSE

- = .« One af,the cardinal and pivotal institutions ordained
by Baha'u'llah . . . who have been invested by the unerring
Pen of the Center of His Covenant with the dual function of

guarding over the security, and of insuring the propagation,
of His Pather's Faith.

-- Sheghi Effendi, MBW, p. 127

« « « the Hands of the Cauvae of God must be ever watch-

ful and so soon as they find anyone beginning to oppose
and protest against the guardian of the Cause of God

cast him out from the congregation of the people of
Babin ey

-= 'abdu'l-Baha, W&sT, p. 12

Authority for the expulsion and reinstatement of
Covenant-breakers remains with the Hands of the Cause of God.

-— Universal House of Justice, Canadian BN #272, p. 2

BAYTU'L-"ADIL-T-A'ZAM*
{SUPREME HOUSE OF JUSTICE)

At whatever time all the beloved of God in each

country appoint their delegates, and these in turn elect
thelr representatives, and these representatives elect a

*Baha'l Glossary, p. 12
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body, that body shall be regasded as the Supreme House of
JuStiEE.

__ 'Abdu'l-Baha, BA, p. 84; W of G, p. 48

. . . the Uniwversal House of Justice has been invested
with the function of legislating on matters not cxpressly
revealed in the teachings. . . . whose exclusive righl
and prercgative is to pronounce Upon and deliwver the
final judgment on such laws and ordinances as Baha'u'llah
hat not expressly revealed. . . . Neither the Guardian
of the Faith nor any institution apart from the Inter-
national House of Justice can CVer usSurpb this wvital and
pssential power or Cncroach upon that sacred right.

—-- Shoghi Effendi, WOB, p. 150-153

Administrative affairs arc all in charge of the
House of Justice; but acts of worship must he obserwved
according as they are revealed in' the Book.

-- Baha'u'llah, BWF, p. 196

. . the institution of the Guardianship . . . the
necessary guidance to definc the sphere of the legls-
1ative action of its elected representatbives . . . .

—-- Shoghi Effendi, WOB, p. 148

SECONDARY HOUSE OF JUSTICE
(RATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY)

. . in all countrics a secondary Houso of Justice musl
be instituted, and these seeondary lousecs of Juatice must
elect the members of :hc_Univcrsal onc.

-- 'Abdu’'l-Baha, W&T, p. &

. . . National Assemblies . . . constitute the electoral
hodies in the formation of the International House of
Justice, and are empowercd to direct, unify, coordinate
and stimulate the activitics of individuals as wall as
loral Assemblies within their jurisdiction.

-= Shoghi Effendi, GPB, P. 332

This National Spiritual Assembly . . . cbhviously
assumcs grave responsibilities, for it has to excrcisc
£full authority over all the local Asserblies in its
province, and will have to direct the gctivities of the
frienda, guard vigilantly the Causec aof Cod, and contral
and supervise the affairs of the Movement in gencral . - « -
__ Shoghl Effendi, BA, p- 39

There can be no conflict of agthority, no dunli undear
any form or circumstances in any sphere of Baha'l juris-
diction whether local, national or international. = The
Wational Asscobly, hOoWever, although the sole interpreter
of its Declaration of Trust and By-Laws, is directly and
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morally responsible if it allows any body or institution
within its jurisdiction to abuss its privileges or to decline
in the exercise of its rights and prerogatives.

-— Shoghi Effendi, BN #B5, p. 2; NSA, p. 12

It is very evident that in the future . . . each

province will be independent in itsclf but there will be
federal union protccting the interests of the various
independent states.

-— 'Abdu'l-Baha, PUP, p. 161-162

- - - as envisaged by Baha'u'lldh . . . a world common-
wealth . . . in which the autonomy of its state menbers
- - - defipnitely and completely safeguarded.

== Sheghi Effendi, WOB, p. 203

» « « the central principle guiding for the present the
administration of the Cause has been to make the Baha'l
Bational Spiritual Assemblies as independent as possible
in the conduct of such affairs as f£all within their
province . .. L.

-- Sheghi Effendi, BA, p. 85

LOCAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY

» + « local councils . ., . . Designated as "Spiritual
Amsemblics" . , . annually and directly elected . , .
charged with the responsibility of promoting at all
times the best interests of the communities within their
Jurisdiction, of familiarizing them with their plans and
activities and of inviting them to offer any recommenda-
tions they might wish to make . . . .

-~ Shoghi Effendl, GPB, pp. 330-331

Article VII, Scction 2. The general powers and
duties of a local Spiritual Assembly shall be as set
forth in the writings of Baha'u'llah, ‘Abdu’l-Baha
and Shoghi Effendi.

~= By-=Lawz of the N.5.A. of the U.5.

To it all local matters pertaining to the Cause must be
directly and immediately referred for full consultation
and decision.

=~ Shoghl Effendi, BA, p. 37

- - . all Baha'ls should be encouraged to turn to their
Assembly for the solution of their various problems,
thus enabling the Spiritual Asserbly to fulfill one of
ite most important functions . . . .

== Shoghi Effendi, P of BA, p. 20




In all such matters as you mention in vour lefter,
Shoghi Effendi wishes the friends to take the Asscmblies
into their confidence and discoss it with them, Being on
the spot they can judge better and take into consideration
all the diffcrent aspects of the problem. We should
alwayvs trust the Assemblics and go to them for advice.

== Shoghi Effendi, BN #64, p. 4

These hodies have the sacred obllgaticon to help, advise,
protect and guide the believers in every way within their
poweT when appealed to -- fndeed they were established
just for the purpose of keeping order and unity and
chedience to the law of God amongst the-bellevers.,

== Shoghi Effendi, LSA, p. 16

In all such matters, the friends should first approach
the Local, then the National Assembly and only in case
they can obtain no satisfaction should they approach the
Guardian on these matters. This way many difficulties
will be avoided.

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN #71, p. 2

Regarding consultation: Any person can refer a
matter to the Asscmbly for conaultation whether the other
person wishes to or not. In matters which affect the
Cause the Assembly should, if it deems it nccessary,
intervene oven 1f both sides don't want it to, becayse
the wheole purpose of the Assemblies is to protect the
Faith, the Communities and the individual Baha'ls as well.

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN #1777, p. 2

The Guardian wishes to e¢mphasize the importance of
avolding reference to civil courts of cases of dispute
between believers, even in non-Baha'l issues, It is the
Assembly's function to endeavor to settle amlicably such
disputes, both in order to safeguard the fair name and
prestige of the Causc, and to acquire the neocessary exper-
ience for the extension of its functions in the futurc.

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN #102, p. 2
when a difficulty ocecurs between two individuals with
reference to private rights, it 1s necessary for a Ehlxrad
to settle the guestion: this is the part of Government .
—— ‘Abdu'l-Baha, SRQ, p. 317

. Bahi'il elective Assemblies, now assuming the dutics
and funetions of religious courts.
__ sShoghi Effendi, GEB, p. 371

The Guardian is constantly encouraging tha friends and
the Assembliss to fulfill theilr respective dutics; the




friends should learn to refer to, and lean on, thelr
Aesonblies, and the Assemblies should assume the respon-
sibility of making declsions and carrying them out.

~= Bhoghi Effendi, L of P #76, p. 4

The local friends should understand the importance
of the law of consultation and realize that it is to the
local Assenmbly that they must turn. . . . and seck its
advice and guidance in the solution of personal problems
and adjudication of disputes, should they arise among
the members of the community.

~= Universal House of Justice, US Supplement
to BN, May 1966

Tha best criterion whereby you can measure the spir-
itual attainment of an Assenbly is the extent its members
feel themselves responsible for the welfare of the group.

~~ Shoghi Effendi, BN #73, p. 5

GEOGRAPHICAL JURISDICTION

As to the principle according to which the area of tho

juriediction ¢of a Local Aspsembly is to be determined, he

faels this to be the function of the NHatlonal Spiritual

Assenmbly; whatever principle they uphold should be falrly

applied to all localities without any distinction whatever.
-= Shoghi Effendi, BN #55, p. 1

He wishes me to stress the fact that from now on any
group that is formed must belong to one eivil communi
as othorwise endless confuslon and misunderstanding would
ensue. The limits of each civil community must be clearly
recognized, and no overlapping ahould be allowed under any
clrcumstancen.
-- Shoghi Effendi, BN #132, p. 4

May I remind you regarding the situation in San Francisco
that no two independent Bahf*i centers can possibly be recog-
nized in the same city, and that the center which bears my
name should act in all matters only with the full consent
and approval of the San Francisco Spiritual Assembly.

~— Shoghi Effendi, BA, p. 96

Naturally, wherever there is alreadz an Assembly qual-
ified by State law to perform a i marriage, it is
very improper for the officers of anothar Assembly to
go into the area of jurisdiction of that Assembly and
perform a marriage. However, the qualified officers of
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an Assecmbly can perform & marriage anywhere within the
State, as long as it is not in the area of jurisdiction
of another similarly gualified Assembly.
-— Shoghi Effendl, Bulletin on Marriage,
N.S.A. of U.S,., 1952, p. 2

Baha'i= are subject to the jurisdiction of the Splrit-
ual Assembly in whose areca they are, even though thelr stay
is temporary. Thus, in the case you cite, the two believers
are subject to the jurisdiction of the Local Assembly in
the locality where their conduct came into question. The
case does not have to be referred to thelr "home" Assembly .
However, it may be advisable for the Assembly assuming
jurisdiction to contact the "home™ Assemblies and work in
close collaboration with them.

—- Universal House of Justice, L of P #3930, P. 1

INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS

{Definition:) Right in the narrow sense . . . . signifies
ene's affirmative claim against another, as distinguished
from "privilege,” cne's freedom from the right or claim
of another . . + -

Another use of the term "right" . . . is to denote
that one person is not subject to the power of another
person . . . . the idea sought to be conveyed is of the
exemption of the perason concarned from a legal power on
the part of the persons composing the government to alter
his legal relations in a certain way. In such cases the
real concept is one of exemption from legal power, 1.@.
"immunity."

__ Walter Wheeler Cook, in his Intrcduction to
Pundamental Legal Eﬂnc@gﬁinns, by Wesley
Newcomb Hohler, pp. 6-8

. . in this human world there is no greatcer blessing
than liberty.** You do not know. I, who for forty years
have been a prisoner, do know. I do know the value and
blessing of liberty. For you have been and are now liv-
ing in freedom and you have no fear of anybedy. Is there
a greater blessing than this?

== ‘Abdu’l-Baha, PUP, p. 49

. . . ordinary affairs betwocn persons, which do not con-
cern the public, and with which the Government should not
pocupy itself. .

—= 'Ahda'l-Baha, SRO, p. 317

*Thiz materizl is reprinted by permission of the copyright
owhner, ¥Yales University PrcsSs.
**xLiberty: See p. 11
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+ - the froe oxercise of the individual's rights, and
the security of his person and property, his dignity and
good name, Jmust bg?ranugrud.

-=- ‘Abdu'"l-Baha, SDC, p. 115

The general rights of magkind must be guarded and preserved.
== 'Ahdu'l-Baha, Paris Talks, p. 154

the communitics must protect the rights of man.
-- ‘Abdu‘l-Bahi, SAQ, p. 310

Justice must be sacred, and the rignts of all the people
mitst be considered. -
== '"Abdu'l-Baha, Paris Talks, p. 159

Than comes the statlon of those just kings . . . whose
name ad powcrful championz of the people’s rights has
echocd through creation.

== 'Abdu'l-Balka, SDC, p. 20

=« » 0 world commonwealth . , . in which the autonomy
of ils stale pembers and the personal freedom and
initiative of the individuals that compose them are
aufinitely and completely safoguarded.

== Shughi Effendi, WOB, p. 203

Power and inltiative are primarily vested in the entire
body of the belicvers acting through their local represcnt-
ativen.

-= Hhoghi Effendl, NSA, p. 27

Wa should . . . lay no unnecessary restrictions that
would fetter individual initiative and enterprise.
== Shoghi Effcndi, BN #31, p. 6

Among the powers and duties with which the Universal
House of Justice has been invested are: . . . to safeguard
tha parsonal rights, freedom and initiative of {ndivid-
vals; and to glve attention to the preservation of human
hoenour . .
== Univereal House of Justice, Constitution, p. S

Jusl ag in the world of politics there is need for froe
thought, likewisage in the world of religion there should

be the right of unrertricted individual belicf. Consider
what a vast difference exists between modern democracy

and the old forms of despoti=sm. Under an autocratic
government the opinions of men are not free, and develop-
ment i stifled whereas in democracy, because thought and
speech are not rostricted the greatast progress is withessed.
It Ia likewise troe in the world of religion. When freedom
of conscience, libarty of thought and right of spsech prewvail,

- 59 =




that is to say, when every man according to his own ideal-
ization may give expressicn Lo his beliefs, development
and growth are inevitable.

-—- "Ahdu'l-Baha, PUP, p. 192

Lel us also remember that at the very root of the
Cause lies the principle of the undoubted right of the
individual to self-expression, his freedcm to declare
his conscience and set forth his views.

-~ Shoghi Bffendi, BA, p. B3

As regards the statement of our own views and explana-
tions of the teachings: Shoghi Effendi believes that we
should not restrict the liberty of the individual to
express his own wvicws so long as he makes it clear that
these views are his own. In fact, such explanations are
often helpful and arc conducive to a better understanding
gf the teachings. God has glven man a rational power Lo
he used and not killed.

-- Shoghi Effendil, BN #68, p. 3

We all have a right to our opinions, we are bound to
think differentlyY - « & «
-- Shoghi Effendl, BN #202, p. 3; LSA, p. 27

The . . . principle of Bahda'u'llah is: Equal cpporktunity
of the means of cxistence. Every human belng has the
right to live . . . a right to rest, and to a cartain
amount of well-belng. As a rich man is able to live in
his palace surrounded by luxury and the greatest comfort,
a0 should a poor man be able to have the necessarles of
1ife, . . . one man should not live in excess while ancther
has no possible moans of existence.

-- ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Paris Talks, pp. 131-132

According to the teachings of Bah&'u'lldh . . . .
The integrity of the family bond must be constantly
considered and the rights of the individual members
must not be transgressed. The rights of the son, the
father, the mother, none of them must be transgressed,
nhone of them mast be arbitrary. Juat as the son has
certain cbligations to his father, the father likewise
has certain obligations to his son. The mother, the
sister and other members of the household have thelr
certain prercgatives. All these rights and preroga-
tives must be conserved . . .« -

-- 'Abdu'l-Baha, PUP, Vol. I, p. 163

Men are permitted to have their choice in the manner of
habkiliment, and in the cut of the beard and its dressing.
But beware, O pecple, not to make yourselves as playthings
to the ignorantl

—— Baha'u'llah, Glad Tidings, BWF, p. 193




Regarding Bah&' { women using facial make-up: individ-
uals are cntirely free to dn as they please in such purely
personal matters. As Baha'is are enjoined to use modera-
tion in all things, and to scek the Golden mean, the N.S5.A.
can, if it deoms it necessary or advisable, counsel the
believers to use moderation in this respect also.

=- Shoghl Effendi, DND, p. 193

The standard inculcated by Baha'u'llah, sceks, under no cir-

cumgtances, to deny any one the legitimate right and priv-

ilege to derive the fullest advantage and bencfit from the

manifold joys, beauties, and pleasures with which the world

has been so0 plentifully enriched by an All-Loving Creator.
=- Shoghi Effendi, ADJ. p. 28

The proper use of the sex instinct is the natural right of
every individual, and it is precisely for this very purpose
that the inastitution of marriage has been castablished.

-- Sheghi Effendi, M from UWJ, p. 108

+ a » the right of voting . .

» « «» that God-given right of every clector to vote only in
favor of those who he 1s conscientiously convinced are the
most worthy candidates.

-- Shoghi Effendi, BA, p. 136

« » = Contributions . . . are of a purely voluntary char-
acter . . . no coercion or solicitation of funds 18 to ho
tolerated in the Cause . . .

== Shoghi Effendi, HBB. P. 9

» « « voluntary sharing of cne's property with othera . . .
should not be introduced by coercion so that it hecomes a
law and man is compelled to follow it.

== 'Abdu'l-Bahi, BWF, p. 288

If a capitalist is forced to give up a portion of his
income and possessions, there will be no love in his heart,
no parmanent bonefit in h;s action.

-—— 'Ahdy'l-Baha, S of W, Vol. IXII, #8, p. 6 !

Regarding the publication of Baha'{ periodicals in
America, there is no doubt whatscever that every individ-
ual Bahz 1 is free to inaugurate and conduct any magazine
of his own provided that nothing is published therein
which in the estimation of the Naticnal Assenmbly tends
in the leaat to become detrimental or injurious to the
highest interests of the Cause. Within these limits,
and these limits only, private initiative should in no
wise be discouraged and is indeed highly praiseworthy.

-- Bhcghli Bffendi, BR, p. 76

In connection with the selection of particular photo=-
graphs of 'Abdu'l-Baha for circulation among the friends,
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the Guardian strongly feels that no definite ruling should
be laid down establishing the superiority or distinction
of any particular photegraph. The friends should be left
quite free to use their indiwvidual independent judgment

in this matter.

—— Shoghi Effendi, BN #138, p. 1

. = = Lthe beloved Guardian replied through his secretary
that we had no right to prevent anyonc from smoking . . . .
== Universal House of Justice, BN Supplement #90,
pp. 5-6

The use of tobacco, in common with other peorsonal
practices, should he subject to considerations of courtesy.
The Baha'i in his daily life, whether smoker or non-smoker;
should always be conscious of the rights of those about him
and avoid doing anything which would give offeénse.

== Shoghi Effendi, L of P, #80, p. 12

. -« = the believers, while anxious to observe all pre-
scribed Baha'i Feasts and Anniversaries, should also take
inte consideration the righta and intereats of thelr non-
Baha'l partners and assoclates, and not to forece these ta
atop working when they arce under no moral or religious
obligation to do so.

-= Shoghi Effendi, BN #97, p. 1

In our collective haste to establish one of the fund-
amental principles of Bahid'l administration, the authority
of Spiritual Assemblies, another important principle, tha
rights of the individual believer, seems here and there Lo
be ocecasionally overlooked.

To correct this over-emphasis upon authority at the
ocxpense of rights, the National Spiritual Assembly remlnds
the American believers that the Guardian has more than
once definitely upheld an area of individual rights which
the authority vested in Spiritual Assemblies cannot invade,

« = Por example, & Spiritual Assembly has no au-
thnr;ty ovar any individoal beliecver's private property,
neither his income nor his home or business establishment.
Heither can an Assembly hope to exercise any uscful author-
ity over the efforts of individual believers to spread the
Teachings by employing the opportunities which arise in the
course of daily life. . . . each and every believer ias free
to arrange informal gatherings in his own home, for -the
promotion of the Cause, without formal approwval or action
by the Spiritual Assembly.

+ = » tha Spiritoea) Assemhly itself is in duty bound
Lo upheold and protect the rights of individual bellevers
just as it éﬁfin duty bound to uphold and protect any other
organic Baha'l tTeaching or principle.
—— N.5.A. of U.S5., BN #8Bl1, pp. 4-5
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ASKING FOR RIGHIS

The day is approaching when God will have raised
up a people . . . who will demand the restitution of
Our rights from them that, without a tittle of evidence,
have treated Us with manifest injustice.

-= Baha'u'llah, Gl. pp. 129-130

When . . . the people . . . do not mcet with justice
and secure thelr rights . . . thoy can take their case
to higher courts and describe the deviation of the
local adminiegtration from the spiritual law . . . .
and in this way justice will be done.

-= '‘Abdu’l-Baha, SDC, p. 18

. « » whonever there is any infringcment of Baha'l rights,
or lapse in the proper procedure, the friends should take
the matter up with the Asgsembly concerned, and if not
satisfied, then with the N.5.A. This is both their
privilege and their duty.

~= Shoghi Effendi, NSA, p. 55
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LESSON VI == ERELATION TO CIVIL LAW
OBEDIENCE TO GOVERNMENT

In every country or governmcnt where any of this communily
reside, they must behave {toward That government with
faithfulness, trustfulness and Lruthfulness.

-- Bahd'u'llah, Glad-Tidings, BWF, p. 192

O pecple: Spread not disorder in the land, and shed not

Lhe blood of any one, and consume not the substance of

others wrnngfullk neither follow every accurscd pratbler.
-- Baha'u'llah, ESW, p. 25

We must obey and be the well-wishers of Lhe governments
af the land, regard ﬂislnyulty tora just king as dig=
lovalty to God Himself and wishing evil to the government
a transgression of the Cause of God.

-- 'Abdu'l-Baha, Will and Testament, p. 8

Fighting, and the employment of force, even for tha right'
cause, will not bring good results, The ecppressed who
have right on their side must not take that right by
force: the evil would rnpttnu¢. Hearts must be changed.
-= ‘'Abdu'l-Baha, ‘Abdu’l-Baha in London, P 23

An regards the Baha'{ principle of cbedience to Just
governments, what is meant here by just iz recognlized and
well-gatablished ‘authority . -+« =

What the Master's statement really moans is obedience
to a duly constituted government, whatever that gauernment
may. bo in form. We are not the ones;, as individual Bahi'ls
to judge our governmont as just or unjust -- for each be-
liever would be sure to hold a different viewpoint, and
within our own Baha'l fold a hotbed of dissension would
apring up and destroy our unity. We must build up our
Baha'i gystem, and lcave the faulty systems of the world
to go their way. We cannot change them through owur boecom-
ing involwved in them:; on the contrary, they will destrov us.

== Shoghi Effendi, HBR ®#7, p. 2

The cardinal principle which we must follow 15
chedicnees to the Government prevailing in any land in
which we reside . . . -

We must obey in all cases except where a spiritual
principle is involved, such as denying owur Faith. For
the=a 5P1Iltual principles we must be willing to die.
Wwhat we Bahi'fs must face is the fact that society is
disintegrating so rapidly that moral fissues which wore




(
1

clear a half century ago are now hopelessly confused and
what is more, thoroughly mixed up with battling political
interests. That is why the Baha'is must turn all their
forces into the channecl of building up the Bahg‘i Cause
and its Administration. They can neither change nor
help the world in any other way at present. If they
become involved in the issues the Governments of the
world are struggling over, they will be lost. But if
they build up the Bah3'l pattern they can offer it as
a remedy when all clsc has failed.

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN #241, p. 1l4: W of G, p. 135

The situation, as it stands at present, is highly dis-
concerting. The friends, however, faithful to the injunc-
tions of the Master regarding obedience to government in all
administrative matters as distinguished from those affect-
ing their conscience and loyalty to the Cause strictly
adhore Lo the laws and orders of the government. Their
sole hope 15 the assurance that in duc time all thesa
reastrictions are bound to disappear . . . .

== Shoghi Effendi, DND, p. 52

We Bahd'is arc indecd most blessed in that we know

race, the future is blessed and glorious. It ia for this

future that the bellevers must labour day and night, heed-

less of the state of the world and the dangers threatening.
-= Shoghi Effendi, DND, p. 97

With reference to the ahsolute pacifista, or consclen-
Ltious objectors to war; their attitude, judged from the
Baha'l standpoint, iz quite anti-social and duec to its
exaltation of the individual consclence leads inevitably
to disorder and chaos in socicty. Extreme pacifists are
thus very close to the anarchists, in the sense that both
of these groups lay an undue emphasis on the rights and
merita of the individual. The Bahd'i conceptien eof soccial
life is esgentially based on the subordination of the
individual will to that of sociaty. It neither suppresses
the individual nor does it exalt him to the point of mak-
ing him an anti-social creature, a mcnace to socieby. As
in everything, it follows the "golden mean.™ The only way
that society can function is for the minority to follow the
will of the majority.

The other main cbjection to the ceonscientious objec-
tors is that their method of establishing peace is too
negative. Non-cooperation is too passive a philoscphy
to become an affactive way for social reconstruction. Their
rafusal to bear arms can never establish peace. There should
firet ba a spiritual revitalization which nothing except the
Cause of God can effectively bring to every man's heart.

-- Shoghi BEfferdi, BN #113, p. 1-2
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But while this principle of eguality fof man and woman/
is true, it is likewise true that woman must prove her
capacity and aptitude, must show forth the evidences of
edquality. She must become proficient in the arts and
sclences and prove by her accoomplishments that her abil=
ities and powers have merely heen latent. Demonstrations
of force such as are naw_{lﬁlg? taking place in England
are neither becoming nor effective in the cause of woman-—
hood and equality. Woman must especially devote her
energies and abilities toward the industrial and agri-
cultural sciences, seeking to assist mankind in that
which is most needful. By this mcans she will demon-
Strate capability and insure recognition of equality in
*he social and economic §quatiﬂn.

-= 'Abdu'l-Baha, PUP, Vol. II, p. 277

Regarding the solution of the racial problem . . .
while the friengﬁlshauld faithfully and courageously
uphold this Baha'i principle of the essential unity of
all human races, yoet in the methods they adopt for its
application and further realization on the social plane
they should act with tact, wisdom and moderation. These
two attitudes are by no means exclusive. Baha'is do not
beliceve that the spread of the Cause and Lts principles
and teachings can be effected by means of radical and
vioclent methods. While they are loyal to all those
teachings, yet they believe in the necessity of resort-
ing to peaceful and friendly means for the realization
of their aims.

-= Shoghi Effendi, BN #105, p. 1

Regarding the whole manner of teaching the Faith in
the South: The Guardian feels that, although the greatest
consideration should be shown the feelings of white people
in the South whom we are teaching, under no cilrcumstances
should we discriminate in their favor, consider them more
valuable to the Cause than their Negro fellow-southerners,
or single them out to be taught the Message first. To pur-
sue such a policy, however necessary and even desirable it
may superficlally seem, would be to compromise the Lrue
spirit of our Faith, which permits us to make no such dis-
tinetions in offering its tenets to the world., . .,

This does not mean that we should go against the laws
of the state, pursune a radical ecourse which will stirxr up
trouble, and cause misunderstanding. ©On the contrary, the
Guardian feels that, where no other course is open, the
two races should be taught separately until they are fully
conscions of the implications of being a Baha'i, and then
be confirmed and admitted to voting membarship. . . .
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Even in places where the two racces can meet together
in the South, he fecls it would be, in certaln cases,
preferable to teach them separately until they are fully
confirmed and then bring them together.

-— Shoghi Effendi, BN #l16l1, p. 2

From BN #266:

Greenville, $.C., Group Wins Right
Lo Hold Nop-Scygrogated Meetings

What a jJoy it is to report this headline from the
Greenville News, Greenville, 5.C.: "Ho Effort Will Be
Made to Stop Baha'i Meetings,” "Intcr-Racial Sesaions
Botbt Contrary fto City Law."™

Bahind this headline is an appearance before the
entire City governmental body by Dr. Roy Williams, chair-
man of tha local Baha'i Group. After praosenting to the
Mayor, City manager, City attorney, and the members of
the City Council a pamphlct on the Falth, Dr. Williams
answorgd questions.

The Greenville News article states, "Ee explained
that the Bahi'l Faith movement 1s 'a religioua organization
Lhat must have non-segregated mectings cach 19 days. He
gaid the group did not wish to vioclate any city or state
laws relating to segregation and asked Council for a
ruling.

"Saveral aldermen expressed the opinlon that the
group, as a religious organization, could not be inter-
fered with in the process of its meetings and activities
because of the guarantee of frecdom of worship.”®

Thus a goal toward which the local group had been
working for ten yvears was achieved.
-~ BN %266, p. B

LEGAL STANDING: INCORPORATION

It 1is surely very important to give to the Locai
Spiritual Assemblies some legal standing, for as the
Cause progresses and its adherents increase, they will
be confronted with duties tliey cannot even imagine at
present, Not only will they have to make contracts for
acquiring halle for thelr meeting place, but also they
will ba cbliged to create new institutions to care for
their aick, poor and aged people. . - .
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For such duties that will naturally devolwve upon
the Local Spiritual Assemblics there will be an increas-
ing necd for a legal standing. They will have to-be
considered as a legzl person with the power of making
binding contracts.

In 2mall centers where the friends are still few,
the Taking of such Etﬂpﬁ‘i? rather premature and may add
to the complexity of Baha'i administration.

—— ‘Shoghl Effendi, BN #59, p. 3

He feels that during the coming year every effort should
be made by Assemblies that have a well-grounded, 1f small,
commanlty, to incorporate.

He was particularly happy to hear of the incorpora-
tion of the Tokyo Spiritual Asscmbly, Indeed the initia-
Live shown throughout the Pacific area in this réspect
and many others is tguly challenging and stimulatings
and the American Baha'is, the parents of so many of
these other communities, should take heed and follow
the lead of their exuberant offspring.

« « « The friends are not being foreced to do any-
thing, either by the Guardlan or by the National Spirit-
ual Assembly. However, the condition that the world is
in is bringing many issues to a head.

-- Shoghi Effendi, BN #307, pp. 1-2

The purposce of the By-Laws is to clarify and
strengthen the administrative legal functions of a
Baha'l community.

-=- Shoghli Effendi, BN #236, p. 2

HOUSE OF JUSTICE (BAYTU'L-'ADL)*
TEMPORARILY HAMED "SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY"™

The signature of that meeting should be the Spiritual
Gatherlng (House of Spirituality) and the wisdom therain
is that hereafter the government should not infer from
the term “"Housce of Justice®™ that a court is signified,
that it is connected with political affairs, or that at
any time it will interfere with governmental affairs.

Hereafter, enemies will be many. They would use
this subject as a canse for disturbing the mind of the
government and confusing the thoughts of the public.
The intention was to make known that by the term Spiritunal
Gathering (House of Spirituality), that Gathering has not
the least connection with material matters, and that its
whole aim and consultation is confined to matters connected

* Hana'l Glossary, p. 12
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with spiritual affairs.
-- 'Abdu'l-Bahi, (circa 1903), BWF, p. 406

For reaseons which are not difficult to discover, it has
been found advisable to bestow upon the elected represen-
tatives of Baha'l communities throughout the world the
temporary appellation of Spiritual Assemblics, a term
which, as the position and aims of the Baha'{ Faith are
better understood and more fully recognized, will gradually
be superseded by the permanent and more appropriate designa-
tion of House of Justice. Not only will the present-day
Spiritual Assemblies be styled differently in the future,
but they will be enabled also to add to their present func-
tions those powers, duties, and prercgatiues necessitated
by the recognition of the Faith of Baha'u*llah not merely as
one of the recognized religious systems of the world, but as
the State Religion of an independent and Soverelgn Power.

- shﬂqh.i Effenﬁi; 19‘29; wWoB, DR . 6=7

DEFINITION OF "SPIRITUAL" IN LEGAL TERMINOLOGY

Spiritual courts. In English law. The ecclesiastical
courts, or courts Christian.
-= Black's Law Dictionary

USE OF “SPIRITUAL COURT® IN LAW LITERATURE

On the twelfth day of 1965 a New York Times headline
made it official that courts spiritual are alsoc burdenced by
an affliction well known to courts temporal. It said:

Pope Paul Exhorts Matrimonial Courts to Reduce Delay

The dispatch reported that the Pontiff, in opening the
judicial year of the Sacred Roman Rota, warned that "culpable
delay” in the tribunal's dispensing of justice is "in itself
an act of injustice.” The court members, he urged, must
strive to avoid delays in handling matrimonial casaes,

If the pace of justice lags in the Sacred Rota in
Rome, it is a fair surmise that it also limps at times in
the courts of Islam and Israel and everywhere else., It
is also a falir guess that the spiritual courts, like their
gsecular opposites, are not encountering lagging justice
for the first time in their history.

—-= Maurice Rosenberg, The Courts, The Public and
The Law Explosion, Court Congestion, p. 30%

Tt e e :
This material is reprinted by permission of the copyright
owner, The American Assembly, Coluzbiz University.
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SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

The art and science of dispute determination, while
an ancient one, persists as an emcrgent problem in con-
temporary society. . . . The fact is that all means of
dispute determinaticon are in process of evolution and
development. All are sorely needed. The most strixing
progress, however, has unguestionably been made in arbitra-
tion. This progress is largely due to the fact that it
promises speed and low costs. . . .

Arbitration as a mcans of resolving disputes, has
been in use in America since colonial times. As we know
1t,; it is a proceodure wWhereby the parties, by a prior
agreement, place their dispute before an impartial person
who, on the basis of evidence and arguments presented by
the partics, renders a final and binding determination.
Since arbitration involves dispute determination, it is
in the nature of the judiclal process. It differa from
mediation or conciliation through which the parties reach
an agrcoement with the aid of a third person. In arbitra-
tion, the dispute 1s referred for adjudication, not for
scttlement by compromisc.

-= Assocliate Justice Charles D. Breitel,
An Outline of Arbitration Procedure, pPp. 3, S

MEDIATION AND CONCILIATION

In the mediation of labor disputes, the (Conciliation)
Service exercises no powers or auvthority over the decisions
of the parties, The negotiations for settlement of the
issues are conducted entirely on a veluntary basis.

State conciliators are neutral public servants who
remain impartial on the issues and do not seek to impress
thelr will or judgment upon the parties.

They are not one of the bargaining parties and have
no authority to dircct or determine any particular course
of action.

on the other hand, by their training and xnowledge,
State Conciliators through acceptable methods, hring into
the negotiations experienced viewpoints, new information,
and new approaches in resolving issues,

The chief responsibility of State Conciliators is
to help the parties to reconclile their differences.
== Thomas J. Nicolopulos, Supervisor,
California State Conciliation Scrvice

g iy




— —
—‘_"'_"‘=’==:======f::i::;=g=f=ﬂ=- S = S e s
ARBITRATION
. « + Baha'u'llah . . . wrote epistles to all the kings

and rulers of nations surmoning them to arbitration . . . -
-- *Abdu'l-Bahi, PUP, p. 25

- - - in the Boock of Aqdas, Baha'u'llah commanded
people to establish universal peace and summoned all the
nations to the divine banguet of intermational arbitration,
50 that the guestions of boundaries, of national honor and
property and of wvital interests between nations might be
decided by an arbitral court of justice . . . . If any
guarrel arise between two pations it must be adjudicated
by this international court and be arbitrated and decided
upon like the judgment rendered by the judge between two
individuals.

-= 'Abdu'l-Baha, BNE, p. 168

Baha'u'llah declared the Most Great Peace and inter-
national arbitration . . . . e wrote . . . that the
happiness and glory of humanity can be assured only through
disarmament and arbitration.

-= 'Abdu'l-Baha, PUP, p. 116

The most momentous gquestion of this day is inter-
naticnal punca and arbitration . . .
-= ‘Abdu‘l-Baha, BUP, p. 130

Universal peace will be established among the nations
of the world by international agreemént . . . . An arbitral
court of justice shall be established by which international
disputes are to be settled.

-- *‘Abdu‘’l-Baha, PUP, p. 317

All disputes of an international character shall be sub-
mitted to this Court, its work being to arrange by arbitra-
tion everything which otherwise would be a cause of war.

-— 'Abdu'l-Baha, Paris Talks, p. 155

The tenth ray /of light/ is the organization of
the arbitral court of justice, or parliament of man
before the members of which all the international inter-
governmental problems arc arbitrated,
=- 'Abdu'l-Baha, § of W, Vol. 13, p. 260

Should differences arise they shall be amjcably and con-
zlusively settled by the Suprome Tribunal, that shall
lnelude mexbers from all the governments and peoples of
he world.

== 'Abdu'l-Baha, W&T, p. 13




It is necessary that the nations and governments organ-
ize an international tribunal to which all thelr dis-
putes and differences shall be referred. The docision
of that tribunal snall be finzl. Individual controversy
will be adjudged by a local tribunal.

—— *"Abdu'l-Baha, PUP, p. 295

If a number of imaginary or real difficulties have
arisen between Austria and Serbia, 1 they are really
disinterested and are anxious to keep the balance of
the Powers and not disturb the peace of Burope, why do
they not go hefore the Court of Arbitration? The lmpar-
tial mombers of that Court of Arbitral Justice will look
inte the nature of the claims of cach party, and after
mature investigation decide which one is in the right.
Were they ready to refer all their differences to such
a Court, this war would have been obwviated. The Univer-
sal Court of Arbitration is the only body that shall
resolve all the disagreements and ceontentions that arise
between the nations of the world . . . . before which
all their guarrels may be arbitrated.

-= *Abdu'l-Baha, 5 of W, Vol. V, p. 165

Touching the point railsed in the Secretary's letter
regarding the naturc and scope of the Universal Court of
Arbitration, this and other similar matters will have to
be explained and eclucidated by the Universal House of
guptice . .« « .

-- Shoghi Effendi, BA, p. 47

He was furthermore highly elated to learn that the prea-
tige, the integrity and ability of the local paha'i
Assermblies in that province (Isfahan) had of late stood
so high that non-Bahia'is, exasperated by the corrupticn
and incompetence of their own judges, had more than once
freely submitted cases of dispute to the judgment of the
elected representatives of the Baha'i community in their
locality.

-— Sheoghi Effendi, 1929, BA, p. 172

Among the powers and duties with which the Universal
House of Justice has been invested are: . .

To adjudicate disputes falling within its purview:
= to provide for the arbitration and settlement of
disputes arising between peoples . . . .
—— Universzal House of Justice, Constitution, pp. 5-b

The local Assembly, as the Guardian has stated, can act
as a board of arbitration 1f the couple disagrees about
the terms and conditions of divorce, and when it so acts
the couple are to ablde by its decision.

—— Annual Reports, N.S.A. of U.S5., 1955-56, p. 27
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In a land which has for years so savagely persecuted the
Faith, a man who for forty years has been known through-
out Persia as a B4bi, has been made the sole arbitrator
in a case of disgune which involves, on the one hand
the Zillu-i-Sultan, the tyrannical son of the Ehah and
2 sworn enemy of the Cause, and, on the other, H;r:a
Fath-'Al Khan, the S3hib-i-Divan. It has been publicly
announced that whatsoever be the verdict of this Babi,
the same should be unreservedly acccpted by both parties
and should be unhusitatingly enforced.

- Hah11~1-i'zan Dawn-Breakers, p. 155

Quotations from Alexander Lindey, Scparation Agreements: ™

Arbitration is the adjudication of a controversy by
an impartial person, or by a board of impartlal persons,
whose decision is called an award and is final and binding.
Unlike a dispute taken to court, arbitration is entered into
voluntarily; the parties themselvos define the issue, select
the arbitrator or arbitrators, and prescribe the rules to be
followed. Almost any dispute that can be litigated can be
gsettled by arbitration if the two sides zo desire. (29=9)

Thae Jurisdiction of arbitrators derives from and is
restricted by the submission agreement; and the award must
be co-extensive therewith. If the arbitrators act within
tha limits imposed by the submission agreement, the merits
of their award are not open to court review:; nor does any
faulty reasoning on their part, if disclosed, vitiate the
award.

Arbitrators act in a quasi-judicial capacity, and
must be impartial, so as to render a faithful, honest
and disinterested award. (29-12)

The conclusiveness of awards is based upon the
principle that the parties having chosen judges of their
own and agreed to abide by their decisicn, they are bound
by their agrcement and compelled to perform the award.

The award of an arbitrator cannot be zet aside for
mere errors of judgment, either as to the law or as to
facts., If he Keeps within his jurisdiction and is not
guilty of fraud, corruption or other misconduct affect-
ing his award, it is unassailable, operates as a final
and conclusive judgment and however diszappointing it may
be, the parties must abide by it. (29-17)

*This material is reprinted by permission of the copyright
ownmer, Matthew Bender & Company, Inc.
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(Quotations from Alexander Lindey, Continued)

Under Hew York law, an award will be vacated by the
court only {a) where it was procured by corruption, fraud,
or other improper means; or (b) where there was evident
partiality on the part of the arbitrators; or (c) where
they were guilty of misconduct prejudicial to a party,
such as refusing to postpone the hearing upon sufficient
cause shown, or refusing to hear evidence material to the
controversy; or (d) where thoy coxceeded their powors O
failed to render a final and definite award; or (e) where
there was no walid submission or contract, (29=18)

Practical Suggestions

l. The essential purpose of a separation agreement is to
pravent the airing of marital troubles in court. . . .
Unless there are persuasive considerations to the
contrary, provision should bc made for arbitration.

2. The advantages of arbitration are (a) the privacy of
the hearings, which precludes notoriety; (b) the pos-
sibility of securing arbltrators professionally qual-
ificd to deal with the controversy (where the husband
is to pay the wife a certain percentage of hlis income,
and there is a dispute as to his hooks and records, an
accountant on the board of arbitrators will be most
helpful); (e) d4nformality of procedure, which permits
the parties to unburden themselves in a way impossible
in court; (d) speedy disposition, which cur courts with
their congested calendars cannot even remotely matehy
and (e) savings in expenses.

3. The disadvantages of arbitration are (a) that arbitra-
tors are not bound by principles of substantive law or
the rules of evidence; (b) that the parties may, in
their testimony, wander far afield and rake up old
grievances that they could not air in court; (c) that
there is no right of appeal; (d) that the average person
who serves as arbitrater has had neither training nor
experience in strict impartiality; and (e) that such
person may ke a bosy man, viewing arkitration as an
encroachment on his tims, and henee likely to arrive

at a snap judgment. . . .

7. An arbitration clause has a useful funection that is
sometimes overlooked, Occasiconally parties about to
enter into a separation agreement, while sceing eye
to eye on most of the provisions, find it impossible
to meet on some terms that are not immediately appli-
cable, but may coms into play at some future time.
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(Quotations from Alexander Lindey, Continued)

In such a case a simple expedient is not to txy to
resolve the problem immediately but to leave it to
arbitration when it actually arises. This does not
necessgarily mean that a clash is being postponed. It
may well be that when the gquestion does prescnt itself,
parhaps years after the execution of the agreement,
there has been a complote change of temper and attitude
of the parties ., . . .

8. Where the scparation agreement is the culmination of
a protracted campaign of mutual harassment between
the parties, or where one party has shown a persistent
tendency to goad and peater the other about detalls,
an arbitration clause may turn out to be a woeapon of
continued spite, and thus defeat the whole purposec of
the agreement, which is to restore peace and sanity
between the parties.

2. . «» . aXperience has shown that the mere incorporation
of an arhitration clause in an agreement has a salutary
psychological effect, in that it impels the parties to
adjust their differences between themselves where they
otherwice might not, Morecover, an arbitration clause
as to the custody (as well as related problems) stands
50 long as neither party challenges it. As a practi-
cal matter, it is rarely challenged, and arbitration
proceeds without a hitch. And if that happens, surely
no principle of sound social policy is contravencd.

A doctor serving as an arbitrator will presumably render
at least as wise a decision as a judge might in a dis-
pute between ex-spouncs as to the kKind of medical treat-
ment their child should have. There was a time when

the mere suggestion that alimony be fixed by arbitra-
tion instead of by decree would have drawn thunder and
lightning from the bench; today support is arbitrable

in New York. (29-1 to 4)

Where a subsequent divorce is a possibllity, the
separation agreement serves a double purpose. Not only
does it settle custody, support and property rights, but
it furnishes a practical and sccially desirable simpli-
fication of the divorce procedure. The sole issues that
remain to be litigated are jurisdiction and the existence
of good grounds for divorce; and there is no occasion for
tha kind of embittered court battle as to alimony and
custody that causes notoriety, expense and psycholegical
damage, (31-1)




VOCABULARY
THAT BaHA'fs sHOULD Emow s

. + «» the primary cause of oppression and injustice
.« - = 15 the people’s lack of religious faith and the
fact that they are.-uneducated. When, for example, the
people are genuinely religious and are literate and
well-schooled, and a difficulty presents itself, they
can apply.to the local authorities; if they do not meet
with justice apd secure their rights and if they see
that the conduct of the local government is incompat-
ible with the Divine good pleasure and the king's justice,
they can then take their case to higher courts and describe
the dewviation of the local administration from the spirit-
ual law, Those courts can then send for the local records
of the case and in this way justice will be done. At
present, however, because of their inadequate schooling,
most of the population lack even the vocabulary to explain
what they want.

-- 'Abdu'l-Baha, SDC, p. 18

Arbitration:- Sece p. 70.
Arbitrator:- an adjudicator, arbiter, judge, referee, umpire.

Backbiting:~- to speak evil of one absent; to maliciously
give a false report of one absent.

Calumny:- a false statement made to injure somecone's
reputation.

Commandment:- an order given by authority.
Conclliate:- (L. conciliare, to draw or bring together)
to help disputing parties to reach agreement by
compromise or by reconciling differences. BSee p. 0.
Crimo:s- Seec p. 21.
Decregr= a decision:y an order, judgment or award.

Demand:=- a reguest made with authority.

Discbedience:- wilful neglect or refusal to chey, or
knowingly doing what is forbidden.

Edict;- decrees, proclamaticen, order, law, command.

Equity:— See p. 3.
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Forgive:- 1. to pardon; to glve up resentment against or
the desire to punish. 2. to overlook.

Hearsay:- rIumor; common talk; something heard from anothers
something we did not see with our own eyes or know
of cur own knowledge.

Jurisdiction:— See p. 52.

Justice:- See p. 20.

Law:= See¢ p. 2.

Mediation:- (L. medius, middle) to help disputing parties
to reach agreesent by compromise or by reconciling
differences. See p. 70.

Mediator:- agency between parties at variance with a view to
reconciling them; counselor; middleman; consultant.

Mercy:- 1. compassionate treatment of the unfortunate and
helpless; bounty:; the blessings and bounties of God.
2. forbearance from punishing; indulgence; leniency.

Ordinance:- a direction or command, a law or statute.

Prerogative:- a right to exercise a power or privilege in
priority to, or to the exclusion of, othera.

Principle:- See p. 2.

Proof:- showing beyond a doubt the truth of something;
a test of the accuracy of evidence.

Right:- See p. 58.

Spiritual Court:- See p. 69.

Tenet:=- any principle, belief or doctrine held as true.

Vendetta;- (L. vipndiecta, vengeance) a blood feud in which
the relatives of a murdered person try to kill
the murderer or members of his family.

Vengeance:- the return of an injury for an injury. in
punishment or retribution; revenge.
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Code

BA

BN
BFP
BP 1Y
BW
BWF

BNE

C. .ot F

DN

SOURCES QUOTED

Title

‘2bdu'l-Baha in London
Advent of Divine Justice,
Annual BReports, M.5.A. of

Arbitration Procedure, An
American Arbitration

Baha'li Administration, by
Baha'i Glossary

Baha'i News (U.S5.)

o

The, by Shoghi Effendi
the U.5.

COutline of, by the
Assoclation

Shoghi Effendl

Baha'i Pcace Program, by 'Abdu'l-Baha

Baha'i Procedure, second edition

Baha'i wWorld

Baha'i wWorld Faith

Baha'u'llah and the New Era, by John Esslemont

Bible: Isaiah, Luke, Mark, Matthew, Thessalonians

Black's Law Dicticnary, by Henry Campbell Black

Bouvier's Law Dictionary

Bulletin on Marriage, N.5.A. of the T.5.

California State Conciliation Service Bulletin

Canadian Baha'l News

Citadel of Faith, by Shoghi Effendi

Constitution of the Universal House of Justice, The

Courts, The Public, and the Law Explosion; The,
-— Court Congestion by Maurice Rosenberg

Dawn=Brezkers, The, by Nabil-i-A'zam

;
Dawn of a New Day, Messages to India 1923-1957,

by Shoghi Effendi
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SOURCES QUOTED
{Continued)

Code Title
Daclaration of Trust and By-Laws of a L5A

Declaration of Trust and By-Laws of the NSA of the US
ESW Epistle to the 5on of the Wolf, by Bahi'u'llih

Ethics, by John Dewey, lst eod.

Everyday Law Made Simple, by Jack Last

Faith of Baha*u'llah, The, by Shochi Effendl

Fandamental Legal Conceptions, Introduction
by Walter Whecler Cook

Gl. Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah
GPB God Passes By, by Shoghi Effendl

Hidden Words, by Bahii'u'llih

Kitab-i-fgan, The, by Bahd*u'llah

Law and the Modern Mind, by Jerome Frank, 1963 ed.

LGASNZ Letters from the Guardian to Australia and New Zealand
LofbPpP Light of the Pacific, Hawaiil
LSA Local Spiritual Assembly, &he, by the Universal

House of Justice
MBW Messages to the Bahi'{ wWorld, 1950-1957, by Shoghi Effendi
Messages to Canada, 1923-1957, by Shoghi Effendi
M from UH) Messages from The Universal Eouse of Justice
MBR Hational Bahd'i Review (U.5.)

NSA NMational Spiritual Assembly, The, by the Universal
House of Justice

Paris Talks, by 'Abdu’l-Baha
B&M Prayers and Meditations, by Bah3'u'llah

Loty



Code
P of Ba
PDC
FUP

s

SAQ

S of W
5&C of KA
TAE

TDE

W of G

W&T

WoB

SOURCES QUOTED
(Continued)
Title
Principles of Baha'l Administration (British)
rromised Day Is Come, The, by Shoghi Effendi
Promulgation of Unlversal Peace, The, by *Ahdu' 1-Baha
Secret of Divine Civilization, by 'Abdu'l-Bahd

Separation Agreements and Ante-Nuptlial Contracts,
by Alexander Lindey

Some Answored Questions, by 'Abdu’l-Baha
tar of the West
Synopsis and Codification of the Kitdb-I-Agdas
Tablets of 'Abdu'l-Bahd
Tablets of the Divine Plan, by 'Abdu’l-Bahd

wWellspring of Guidance, by the Universal House
of Justice

Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Baha

World Order of Baha'u'lldh, The, by Shoghi Effendi







