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The ‘Descent’ Of
Revelation on ‘Clouds’

“... Rend the veils asunder. He Who is the Lord of
Lords is come overshadowed with clouds, and the
decree hath been fulfilled by God, the Almighty, the
Unrestrained... He, verily, hath again come down from

Heaven even as He came down from it the first time.”
(Baha’u’llah, Proclamation of Bahd'u’lldh, p. 83)

Introduction

The word ‘cloud(s)’, used in the Biblical sense, accompa-
nies staggeringly important spiritual phenomena, such as is clearly
portrayed by the following description:

“And it came to pass, as Aaron spake unto the whole
congregation of the children of Israel, that they looked
toward the wilderness, and, behold, the glory of the
LORD appeared in the cloud.”

(Exodus 16:10)

and, about Christ’s Return, St. Matthew quotes Christ as saying:

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall
the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her
light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the pow-
ers of the heavens shall be shaken: and then shall ap-
pear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then
shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall
see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory. And he shall send his an-
gels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall
gather together his elect from the four winds, from

one end of heaven to the other.”
(Matthew 24:29)



It seems faint praise to say that these occurrences were, and
are, sensational. So the significance of the fact that they have been
symbolized in an environment of clouds, is worth some consider-
ation.

When a Biblical Concordance is examined for the word
‘cloud(s)’, one discovers from the numerous citations, that the An-
cient Prophets employed the word to express several different ideas.

Accordingly, ‘clouds’:

(1)  denote obscured or mysterious spiritual reality (eg. -
Job 22:13 and Matthew 26:61), from which obscurity
the Holy Spirit can speak to the people (eg. - Deuter-
onomy 4:11-13, Exodus 19:9, Exodus 24:15-18),

(2)  describe the nature of the awesome Judgement Day
in terms of the fearful aspects of nature, along with
lightning, thick darkness and falling stars, etc. (eg. -
Joel 2:1, Psalm 97:1-6 and Matthew 24:29),

(3)  describe the scene in which the Lord ‘descends’ from
the heavenly to the earthly realm, and the reverse at
His Ascension (Acts 1:9-11),

4) shield the eyes from that which is undesirable (Isaiah
44:22), and finally,

5 simply provide rain (eg. - Isaiah 5:5 and Luke 12:54).

An effort has been made to place these variations in descend-
ing order of importance, the first three being the more important
meanings in the minds of Christians and Bah4’is. This is because
these variations refer to that crucial source of Revelation from God
to humankind. And, because Revelations regularly succeed one an-
other, they testify to the operation of God’s ‘Divine Plan’ over his-
torical time; that is, He covenants with humanity by stating His Will,
then follows through with the fulfillment of His promises.

Thus, Christ will return, the ‘Judgement Day’ will begin,
and the attending events will unfold, all accompanied in some way
by ‘clouds’.



‘Clouds’ Accompany Revelations

The Bible describes such instances of Revelation using the
imagery of clouds, not only when relating to Christ, but also to Moses
and Aaron, and ultimately to His Return - that is, the Revelator of the
‘Book in the right hand of Him seated upon the throne of glory’ spo-
ken of by St. John the Divine (see Revelation 5 & 14:14), and also
styled by him as the ‘New Jerusalem’, the ‘City of God’.

Thus, the Bible attests that God spoke via the Holy Spirit
from ‘clouds’ to Moses on Sinai (1300 BC), and thereafter through
Moses as a Prophet to His people; then to Christ from the descent of
the dove in the River Jordan, and through Him thereafter for the bal-
ance of His Ministry (assumed to be 29-33 AD approximately); and,
after a preordained time, to Bah4’u’114h (the ‘Glory of God’ and ‘Re-
turn of the Spirit’) at the time of the visitation from the ‘Maid of
Heaven’ to Him in prison (summer of 1852 AD), and subsequently
throughout His 40-year Ministry, about 24 years of which were spent
in the ‘Promised Land’.

Consequently, within the Judaeo-Christian tradition, Revela-
tion has been renewed in this fashion for well over, 3,000 years! Ex-
amples of the way in which this sublime verity is Biblically stated
for each successive Dispensation (from delivery of one message to
the next), follow.

The Judaic Dispensation

“And it came to pass, as Aaron spake unto the whole
congregation of the children of Israel, that they looked
toward the wilderness, and, behold, the glory of the

LORD appeared in the cloud.”
(Exodus 16:10)

“And the LORD said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto
thee in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I

speak with thee, and believe thee for ever.”
(Exodus 19:9)
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“And ye came near and stood under the mountain;
and the mountain burned with fire unto the midst of
heaven, with darkness, clouds, and thick darkness.
And the LORD spake unto you out of the midst of the
fire: ye heard the voice of the words, but saw no si-
militude; only ye heard a voice. And he declared unto
you his covenant, which he commanded you to per-
form, even ten commandments; and he wrote them

upon two tables of stone.”
(Deuteronomy 4:11-13)

The Christian Dispensation

“For I came down from heaven not to do mine own
will but the will of him who sent me... And this is the
will of him that sent me, that every one that seeth the
Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life:

and I will raise him up at the last day.”
(John 6:38-40)

“While he yet spake, behold a bright cloud overshad-
owed them; and behold a voice out of the cloud, which
said, this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased; hear ye him... And as they came down from
the mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, ‘Tell the
vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen again

from the dead.””
(Matthew 17:5-9)

The Dispensation of the Returned Christ

“And when he (Jesus) had spoken these things, while
they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received
him out of their sight... this same Jesus, which is taken
up from you into heaven, shall so come in like man-

ner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”
(Acts 1:9-11)



“I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the
Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came
to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near
before him. And there was given him dominion, and
glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and lan-
guages, should serve him: his dominion is an ever-
lasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his

kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.”
(Daniel 7:13-14)

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall

the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her

light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the pow-

ers of the heavens shall be shaken: and then shall ap-

pear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then

shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall

see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven

with power and great glory. And he shall send his an-

gels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall

gather together his elect from the four winds, from

one end of heaven to the other.”

(Matthew 24:29-31)

Baha’is affirm that we now live in the ‘time of the end’ (1844
AD to the present and beyond for the balance of the Millennium),
which includes the ‘Return’, and the ‘Day of Judgement’, the prom-
ised Revelation, etc., as foreseen by many of the Prophets, and de-
scribed by John in the Book of Revelation.

Bah4’{s believe that Bah4’u’ll4h (literally His Name means
the ‘Glory of God’), is that expected Return of the Christ, come in
the glory of the Father, bringing that promised Revelation. But the
spiritual truths contained in that ‘Book’ are ‘sealed’ (Revelation 5).
They can only be unsealed, that is, corrected interpretations of Scrip-
ture given and the truths therein revealed, after Those two with the
power to remove the seals begin to do so. These two Figures are: ‘He
seated upon the throne’ (Bah4’u’ll4h), and the ‘Lamb Who was slain’
(the martyred B4b - the Forerunner of Baha’u’lldh). These Revela-
tions of spiritual truths for this Day are those of which humanity is in
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such need. The delivery of their Revelations is such as to result in
expressions of joy from all creation, according to Chapter 5 of St.
John’s Book of Revelation.

The Meaning Of Clouds

Both the Bdb and Bah4’u’lldh participated in the process of
‘seal’ removal: the former beginning with a commentary on the
significances of the Biblical Joseph, and the latter, notably with rev-
elation of the ‘Book of Certitude’, in which the meanings of much of
Scriptural symbolism is explained. This latter work by Bahd’u’lldh
is particularly designed to correct variant interpretations that have
arisen in Christendom and Islam.

Among the many meanings that are thus unsealed, is that of
‘clouds’. What follows are several of many quotations from the Writ-
ings of Bah4’u’lldh which touch on ‘clouds’.

(1) “And now regarding His words, that the Son of man
shall ‘come in the clouds of heaven’. By the term
‘clouds’ is meant those things that are contrary to the
ways and desires of men... These ‘clouds’ signify, in
one sense, the annulment of laws, the abrogation of
former Dispensations, the repeal of rituals and cus-
toms current amongst men, the exalting of the illiter-
ate faithful above the learned opposers of the Faith.
In another sense, they mean the appearance of that
immortal Beauty in the image of mortal man, with
such human limitations as eating and drinking, pov-
erty and riches, glory and abasement, sleeping and
waking, and such other things as cast doubt in the
minds of men, and cause them to turn away. All such

"M

veils are symbolically referred to as ‘clouds’.
(Baha’v’llah, Kitdb-i-Iqdn, pp. 71-73)

(2)  “Gracious God! Notwithstanding the warning which,
in marvelously symbolic language and subtle allu-
sions, hath been uttered in days past, and which was
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intended to awaken the peoples of the world and to
prevent them from being deprived of their share of
the billowing ocean of God’s grace, yet such things
as have already been witnessed have come to pass!
Reference to these things hath also been made in the
Qur’4n, as witnessed by this verse: “What can such
expect but that God should come down to them over-
shadowed with clouds?’ A number of the divines, who
hold firmly to the letter of the Word of God, have
come to regard this verse as one of the signs of that
expected resurrection which is born of their idle fancy.
This, notwithstanding the fact that similar references
have been made in most of the heavenly Books, and
have been recorded in all the passages connected with

the signs of the coming Manifestation.”
(Baha'u’lldh, Kitdb-i-Igdn, pp 75-78)

3) “O Pope! Rend the veils asunder. He Who is the Lord
of Lords is come overshadowed with clouds, and the
decree hath been fulfilled by God, the Almighty, the
Unrestrained... He, verily, hath again come down from
Heaven even as He came down from it the first time.
Beware that thou dispute not with Him even as the
Pharisees disputed with Him (Jesus) without a clear
token or proof. On His right hand flow the living wa-
ters of grace, and on His left the choice Wine of jus-
tice, whilst before Him march the angels of Paradise,
bearing the banners of His signs. Beware lest any name
debar thee from God, the Creator of earth and heaven...
Arise in the name of thy Lord, the God of Mercy,
amidst the peoples of the earth, and seize thou the
Cup of Life with the hands of confidence, and first
drink thou therefrom, and proffer it then to such as

turn towards it amongst the peoples of all faiths...”
(Bahé'u'lldh, Proclamation of Bahd'u'lldh, p. 83)

(4)  “InThy Holy Books, in Thy Scriptures and Thy Scrolls
Thou hast promised all the peoples of the world that

9



Thou Thyself shalt appear and shalt remove the veils

of glory from Thy face... Moreover Thou didst pro-

claim this truth unto the Spirit (Christ) and unto Thy

Prophets and Thy Messengers, whether of the remote

or more recent past... I bear witness that Thou hast in

truth fulfilled Thy pledge and hast made manifest the

One Whose advent was foretold by Thy Prophets, Thy

chosen ones and by them that serve Thee. He hath

come from the heaven of glory and power, bearing

the banners of Thy signs and the standards of Thy

testimonies... He arose with inflexible resolve and,

unloosing His tongue, proclaimed in ringing tones:

‘He Who is the All-Bountiful is come, riding aloft on

the clouds. Advance, O people of the earth, with shin-

ing faces and radiant hearts!’”

(Bah4’u’lldh, Proclamation of Bahd'u'lldh, pp. 114-116)

Notice that in the above passages, Baha’u’llah has touched
mainly on the first and third Biblical usages of ‘clouds’ cited above.
Specifically, ‘clouds’ accompany the Manifestation of God when He
comes by enveloping that ‘immortal Beauty in the image of mortal
man’; and the term is a symbol for those obscuring thoughts and
beliefs of the peoples to whom They come, that prevent recognition
of their Promised One.

It is important to comment on the matter of descent on clouds
when Christ came the first time. He was born of a virgin. While this
is deemed miraculous, He was, none-the-less, brought into this world
physically and manifested to all from within the chrysalis of a hu-
man body, born of Mary. The ‘descent’, then, evidently refers to the
descent of the Holy Spirit, a purely spiritual matter occurring at the
onset of His Ministry.

‘Abdu’l-Bah4, the authorized Interpreter of the Bah4’{ Writ-
ings, adds further dimensions to the use of this term ‘clouds’ in the
following statements:

() “O people of loyalty, O people of faithfulness, O
people who are awakened by the Breath of God, O
people who are inhaling the scent of life from the Spirit
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of God! The path hath become smooth, the way
straightened, the carpet of the Kingdom is spread, the
Tabernacle hath been elevated upon the Hill of Might,
the powers of heaven have been shaken, the corners
of the earth have quaked, the sun has been darkened,
the moon ceased to give light, the stars have fallen,
the nations of the earth have lamented, and the Son of
Man hath come upon the clouds of heaven with power
and great glory, and He hath sent His angels with the
sound of the great trumpet, and no one knows the
meaning of these emblems save the wise and in-

formed.”
(Baha'u'llah, Bahd'i World Faith, p. 360)

(2) “The Body of Christ was born of Mary of Nazareth,
but the Spirit was of God. The capacities of His hu-
man body were limited but the strength of His spirit
was vast, infinite, immeasurable.

Men asked, ‘Why does He say He is of God?” If they
had understood the reality of Christ, they would have
known that the body of His humanity was a cloud
that hid His Divinity. The world only saw His human
form, and therefore wondered how He could have
‘come down from Heaven'.

Bah4’u’llah said, ‘Even as the clouds hide the sun and
the sky from our gaze, even so did the humanity of
Christ hide from men His real Divine character’.

I hope that you will turn with unclouded eyes towards
the Sun of Truth, beholding not the things of earth,
lest your hearts be attracted to the worthless and pass-
ing pleasures of the world; let that Sun give you of
His strength, then will not the clouds of prejudice veil
His illumination from your eyes!

“Then will the Sun be without clouds for you.”
(‘Abdu’l-Bahd, Paris Talks, p. 44)
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(3) “Centuries, nay, countless ages, must pass away ere

the Day-Star of Truth shineth again in its mid-sum-

mer splendor, or appeareth once more in the radiance

of its vernal glory... Concerning the Manifestations

that will come down in the future ‘in the shadows of

the clouds’, know, verily, that in so far as their rela-

tion to the Source of their inspiration is concerned,

they are under the shadow of the Ancient Beauty

(Bah4’u’llah). In their relation, however, to the age

in which they appear, each and every one of them ‘do-

eth what-so-ever He willeth’.”

(Shoghi Effendi, World Order of Bahd'u’'lldh, p. 167)

Notice that Abdu’l-Baha has added the second Biblical us-
age (metaphors relating to the Judgement Day, resurrection, etc.) and
elaborates further on the first (the obscuring of the spiritual reality of
the Manifestation because of His human form).

Literal Vs. Symbolic ‘Clouds’

Some Christians consider that the Apostles and early believ-
ers saw Christ physically conveyed on clouds as He came down,
conversed with Him in the flesh after His Crucifixion and Resurrec-
tion and touched His wounds, and witnessed the Transfiguration, etc.,
all in this physical realm.

It is such matters which contribute to the belief that God
frequently, especially in old times, performed ‘miracles’.

Bah4’u’lldh does affirm ‘miracles’ such as: the Immaculacy
of Christ’s Virgin Birth, the astonishing events of the B4b’s Martyr-
dom, His offer to perform any miracle if the divines of the time would
agree on it (they failed), miraculously prophesying that which is al-
ready clearly fulfilled, etc., as well as the miracle of Revelation it-
self.

However, He is clear, as the above citations indicate, that
such matters as the ‘clouds’ accompanying related, exalted events,
are all to be interpreted symbolically. That there are many such sym-
bolic expressions used in connection with the coming of the Christ

returned, is seen in the following résumé.
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Summary Of The Glory’s Fulfillment

Finally, Shoghi Effendi, a Central Figure of the Bahd’1 Faith,
likewise invested with the role of interpretation of the Baha’i Writ-
ings, capsulizes the Biblical imagery related to Bah4’u’llah, as fol-
lows:

(1) “To Him (Bah4’u’ll4h) Jesus Christ had referred as
the ‘Prince of this world’, as the ‘Comforter’ Who
will ‘reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness,
and of judgment’, as the ‘Spirit of Truth’ Who ‘will
guide you into all truth’, Who ‘shall not speak of Him-
self, but what-so-ever He shall hear, that shall He
speak’, as the ‘Lord of the Vineyard’, and as the ‘Son
of Man’ Who ‘shall come in the glory of His Father’
‘in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory’,
with ‘all the holy angels’ about Him, and ‘all nations’

gathered before His throne.”
(Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, p. 95)

(2)  “Okings of Christendom! Heard ye not the saying of
Jesus, the Spirit of God, "I go away, and come again
unto you?’ Wherefore, then, did ye fail, when He did
come again unto you in the clouds of heaven, to draw
nigh unto Him, that ye might behold His face, and be
of them that attained His Presence? In another pas-
sage He saith: “When He, the Spirit of Truth, is come,
He will guide you into all truth.” And yet, behold how,
when He did bring the truth, ye refused to turn your
faces towards Him, and persisted in disporting your-
selves with your pastimes and fancies. Ye welcomed
Him not, neither did ye seek His Presence, that ye
might hear the verses of God from His own mouth,
and partake of the manifold wisdom of the Almighty,
the All-Glorious, the All-Wise. Ye have, by reason of
your failure, hindered the breath of God from being
wafted over you, and have withheld from your souls

the sweetness of its fragrance.”

(Shoghi Effendi, quoting Bahd’u’lldh in the Promised Day is Come. p. 27)
13



(3)  “He, verily, is come with His Kingdom, and all the
atoms cry aloud: "Lo! The Lord is come in His great
majesty!” He Who is the Father is come, and the Son
(Jesus), in the holy vale, crieth out: ‘Here am I, here
am I, O Lord, My God!’, whilst Sinai circleth round
the House, and the Burning Bush calleth aloud: ‘“The
All-Bounteous is come mounted upon the clouds!
Blessed is he that draweth nigh unto Him, and woe

L b

betide them that are far away’.
(Shoghi Effendi, quoting Bahd'u'lldh in the Promised Day is Come, p. 33)

(4)  “These ‘fallen stars’ of the firmament of Christendom,
these ‘thick clouds’ that have obscured the radiance
of the true Faith of God, these princes of the Church
that have failed to acknowledge the sovereignty of
the ‘King of kings,” these deluded ministers of the
Son who have shunned and ignored the promised
Kingdom which the ‘Everlasting Father’ has brought
down from heaven, and is now establishing upon earth
- these are experiencing, in this ‘Day of Reckoning,’
a crisis, not indeed as critical as that which the Is-
lamic sacerdotal order, the inveterate enemies of the
Faith, has had to face, but one which is no less wide-
spread and significant. ‘Power hath been seized’ in-
deed, and is being increasingly seized, from these
ecclesiastics that speak in the name, and yet are so far

away from the spirit, of the Faith they profess.”
(Shoghi Effendi, Promised Day is Come, p. 103)

Progressive Revelation

The above interpretations discuss the relationship of ‘cloud’
imagery to the revelation of God’s Will to humankind. The Biblical
examples indicate that this process is at work in all the Revelations
associated with the Judaeo-Christian traditions.

Furthermore, this process is Biblically defined by St. Peter
as follows:
14



“And this voice which came from heaven we heard,
when we were with him in the holy mount. We have
also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do
well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a
dark place, until the day dawn, and the day-star arise
in your hearts: knowing this first that no prophecy of
the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost.”
(II Peter 1:21)

That this process is progressive is affirmed by Christians who
point to what they consider to be the positive development from an
emphasis on ‘law’ in Judaism, to an emphasis on ‘love’ in Christian-
ity.

Bah4’u’lldh extends and broadens this viewpoint, by reveal-
ing that, contrary to widespread belief in the uniqueness and superi-
ority of ‘our’ religious viewpoint, all the Revelators of the world’s
major Faiths have played their important role in the onward and up-
ward, progressive spiritual education of humankind to the point where
it is now possible to build the Christ-Promised Kingdom of God on
Earth.

The major point here is that Bah4’u’lldh, King of Glory,
claims the authority to interpret Scripture because it is ‘He Who sits
upon the throne of glory’. Accordingly, He tells us that these real
events must be interpreted spiritually, metaphorically, and symboli-
cally as they do not define physical phenomena.

By so doing, He affirms the rational processes of the intel-
lect, and brings the miracle of Revelation into phase with our com-
mon experience, as well as with the evidence of history, both past
and present. There is, therefore, no further need of physical, literal
interpretations to glorify the divinity of Christ, Bah4’u’llah, or any
other of the major Revelators of history. In such sentiments, one can
hear an echo of the words of St. Paul:

“... Charity never faileth: but whether there be proph-
ecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they
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shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall van-

ish away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in

part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that

which is in part shall be done away. When I was a

child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I

thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put

away childish things. For now we see through a glass,

darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but

then shall I know even as also I am known...”

(St. Paul - I Corinthians 13:8-12)

So, finally, one major effect of ‘clouds’ is that they have
obscured Bah4’u’lldh from widespread recognition, and have there-
fore contributed to the fulfillment of the tradition that He will come
as a ‘Thief in the Night’. That is, He comes, performs His Ministry,
and ascends, all in a fashion analogous to the thief that enters the
house of the unsuspecting, gathers the fruits of his work, and departs
before the occupants of the house understand that he has already both
come and gone.

Whether this interpretation, or that one, is correct, while an
important issue, it is not the most important one. The most important
issue is whether Bah4’u’llah is, as He does indeed claim to be, the
Return of the ‘Spirit’ of Christ. This is the challenge, and on the
response to this challenge, hangs ‘salvation’ in the Christian sense!
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FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Books mentioned are available in most public libraries.

Local Telephone listings are often in your phone book un-
der “Bahd’{ Faith”.

In Canada Vision TV broadcasts Bahd’i Perspective the first
Wednesday and Thursday of each month (check local listings).

Please feel free to contact any one of the following:

Bahd’i World Centre Web Site:

www.bahai.org

National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd’is of Canada
7200 Leslie Street,
Thornhill, Ontario L3T 6L8

National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd’is of the United States
415 Linden Avenue
Wilmette, Illinois 60091

Bahd’{ Information Line in Canada 1-800-433-3284 for recorded mes-
sages about the Bah4’{ Faith, its teachings and perspectives on social
issues, in English and French.

Bah4’{ information is also available in many world languages.
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