T & Preyer Addreased to the Center of. the Covenant

He_is Cod!

0 God! All meetings are Thy X¥eeting. All szecch is
Thy 8pecch. All hearing is Thy Hearing. All ectien

is Thy Cazuse. All being is Thy Pounty, end epert from
Thy Eountly no 1ife is.

0D God! We are non-existence: edmit ue into the Cre-
etion of Existence! We &re in the utmost poverty:
hestow upon us the Tressure of Thy Comusnd! Pumd snd
void are we: renew us with the XMystery of Thy Word!

¥#e ere in the utmost separateneas: grsnt unto us the
mercy of Thy Mecting! Helpless are we: rulse us to the
power of devotion to Thy Cuusel

O God! Thou hest taken the Stetioa of 'Knock, end it
shell be opened unto ye; seek, and ye shall find,!

¥e testify, O God, that were it not for Thy Ssori-
fice, our non-cxistence could never seek. Existence,
and were it not for the Bounty of Thy leuse, O Cod,
none could ever atisln. In our dependence upon Thes,
O God, we testify our serfect eyuslity. O God, in our
helplessness we testlfy thet all sre indeed one.

0 CGod! In the world of mortslity Thou hest no home

Vin ssve & pure neart, =nd for this Thou wert shelterless
=nd in exile. Thou hest no weepon sgainst Thy aortel
enenies save unity, and for this Thou wert ever suf-
fering end op;ressed. What secrifioce, O God, csn ever
be like unto Thy Seorifice? %hat love, G God, cen ever
merit Thee seve by the bounty of Tny Love?

O God! Behold us ewskened snd esctive in our desire to
enter the Xingoom of the Glory of Thy Csuse. EBehold us
united in the endeevor to attain servitude tc Thee.
Behold us firm in our reli&nce upon Thy Confirmetion.-

Thou &rt the Powerful the Supreme! Taou &rt-the Treator
and Susteiner of the reslity of men! Thou xrt the Gener-
ous, the Merciful! By Thy Menifeatstion is the Menifest-
ation of God! By Thy Sscrifioce is the Viotory of God in
this world gnd in the world to come!l

Kew York City
October 18, 1920
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Horace Holls

H e Mr ¢ 1y, Doris Holle A, W, Randall,:[11lian
* % 'Rendall, Isobel ¥, Chamberlain, Mr. Mark Tobey, Marjorie Morten snd
] Mountfort Mills, unto them be the Glory of God, the Most Olorious.
He 48 Ood
0 yo friends of Abdul Baha! 7
: L‘ The -upp;a--non which ye have offered to the Kingdom of _Abha was
' fn reality a flase which had arieen from enkindled hearts, becsuse the
hearts have been in the utmost purity and desply mindful of the King-

dom, supplicating and imploring at the Suprems Threshold.

In brief, it was a touching melody ind a supplication in the utr.
most sincerity. Rest ye assured that it will bring forth great fruitg
and thus invisidle confirmations will g-noh yo!

Into ye be the oiory of Abha!
(sig.) abdul Baha abbas

December 9, 1920, Haife -
¢/0 ur. Roy Wilhelm

Trans. by: Asizullah S. Bahadur
Mount Carmel
Palestine
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Tablet from ABDUL BAHA:

Translated out of the Original Tongue

By S Rabbani - .
1921, ’ -
Balljol, Oxford.

TO

The beloved of the Lord

The fricnds in Truth, and the signs of the ALL-XERCIFUL
Throughout the East . N
Throughout the West

May the Glory of the Lord All-Glorious rest upéh then alll
HE IS GOD!

0 ye faithful friends!
0 ye sincere servants of BAHA'ULLAH!
b2

Now - in the mid-watohes
of the night, when eyes are closed in slumber, and men, upon the
couch of rest have laid their heads upon their pillows and are
fast acleep - is ABDUL BAHA, Within the precinots of the Hallowed
Shrine, wakeful, and, in the ardour of His invocation utters this,
His Prayer:-

0 Thou Kind and Loving Providence!

Asiir im the East, and the
West surgeth even as the eternal billows of the sea. The gentle
gales of Holiness aras diffused, and, from the Unseen Kingdom, the
Rays of the Orb of Truth, shine forth resplendent. The anthems of
Divine Unity are chanted and the ensigns of Celestial Might are
waving. The Angelic voloe is rzised, and, even as a leviathian's
roaring, is the call to Belf-1 -ness and evanescences. The
triumphal ory - "O Thou the Glory of Glories® - resounds on every
side; and the call - "0 Thou llost HIGH® - rings throughout all
regions. No stir but the Glory of the One Heart-Ravisher is
raised in the world, and no tumult is there save the surging of
the love of HIM, the Incomparable, the Well--Boloved!

The beloved of the Lord, with their musk-scented breath, burr.
Rxum brightly as a candle in every clime; and the friends of HIMN,
the All-lerciful, are in all regions, even as the unfolding bloom.
Not for a moment do they rest; breathe not, but in remembrance of
THE"; and oraye not, but to serve Thy Cause. In the meads of Truth
they are as the nightingales of sweet melodies, and in the flower
gardon of Guidance, even as the brightly coloured bloom. With
mystic flowere they adorn the garden walks of Reality, and bedeck,
as ths swaying cypress,the river-banks of Divine Direction. Above
the Horizon of Being they twinkle as radiant stars, and in the firma-
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ment of the world they shine as resplendent orba. The manifesta~
tions are they of Celesti:l Grace and day-springs of the Light of
Divine Assistance.

Grunt, 0 Thou Loving Lord, that all may stand firm
and s4eadfast, and may shine with everlasting splendour, that
thereby the gantle galer, % svery breath may blow from the bowers
of THy Loving-kindness, ani from the Oczean of Thy Grace an emanatio
may arise, that the kinily shomers of Thy Love may bestow freshness,
and the zephyr may w.ft to us its perfume fror the rose-garden
of Divine Unity. X

Vouchsafe, O Bast-Beloved of the world, a ray from
Thy Splendour, and, O Tell-Beloved of rankind, shed upon uz the
Light of Thy Countonuncel

us
. 9.0p4 Omnipetent, do Thou.shicld/and be cur refuge,
and, O Lord of Being, shov forth Thy Might and Thy Dominion!

O Thou Loving Leri!

The mover: of sedition are, in some rsgions, astir,
and active, ani are, by nirht and day, inflioting a grievous wrong.

Even as wolvas, despots are lying in w21t, and the
wronged, innooent fold, hac neigher help nor succour. Bloodhounds
ar: on the trajl of the zglles of the BSlelds of Divine Unity, and
the Phersant in the mounts of Heavenly Guidanc= is pursued by the
ravens of envy.

O Thou Divine Providence!

Preonerve Thou and protcoct usl O Thou Who art our
Shield, save us 3 defpnd us! Keep us 'neath Thy Shelter, and by
Thy Aid save uz from all ill. Thou art indeed the True Protector,
and the Unseen Guairdian the Celestial Watcher, and the Heavenly
Loving Loril

O ye beloeved of the Loril

On one side is the Standard of the One True God un-
furled, and the Voice of the Kingdom raised; the Cause of God is
spreading, and, manifect in splendour are the wonders from on High;
11lumined 3s the East anit perfumed ic the Wa3t, fraprant with
ambergris is the North and musk-ocentsd is the Southeeesseans,sOn
the other side, they that ar~ faithless, wax in their hate and
rancour, ani ever stir grievous sedition and mischief. o day
passeth but some man raiseth the stand-r: of revolt and spurs on
his charger into the ar-n: of discord. At every hour the vile
adier baroth i1ts fangs and scattereth its deadly venom.

The beloved of the Lord are wravped in utter sincerity
pe # 10% £ -
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and devotjon, unmindful of this Tancour and malice. Smooth and
ineilisus ars these snakes, thése whisperers of evil, artful in
their eraft ani puile. Be ye on your guard, and ever wakefull
Quick-+ited ani keen of $ni~}lect are the faithful, and firm and
steadfa-t 1rs the as-ured! Aot yo with all circumapaction!

T_7e the sagacsty. of ths f2ithful, for he geeth
#it% 4ha Light Divinel! (®)
. Brire 1-s¢ any soul should privily cause disrupticn
Or 8tir up sirife. In the Cause of the Impregnable Stronghold be
ye bra 7irriora; and for the foodly mansion, a valiant host,

the uttermost care, and day and night be on your guard,
cby thz tyrang ray not inflict an = injury.

. Study the Wablet{af AFhe Holy Moriner! (that ye-may know -
the rrutny any consizer tgat the Blassed “Beauty hath fully foretold
future cvons-, Les E?sy that:perceive take warning!

PN

Exercisa
that ther

Dust-like = Abdul Baba - at the Sacred Thrashold and in the
day-tire ani the night season in utter humility and lowliness — is
engaged in the promulgation of Hia Signs, and whensoever findeth He
time - rrayeth ardently, and inspireth - saying:—

O Thou Divine Providence!

Pitiful are wo, grant us Thy suocour;
homeles: anz “anderers, give us Thy Shelter,, sc:ttered, do Thou
unite us; 2 triy, join us to the fold; bereft, do Thou bestox upon
us a portion an: g shure; athirst, lead uz to the Well-Spring of
Life; frasl, strengthen us that me may arise to oxalt Thy Cause and
Dresent cursolvasz s living eacrifice in the pathway of Cuidance!

The faithIuds, howaver, by day and night, openly and privily
oxort their utmost to shake the foundations of the Cause, to root
out the Blegsaed Tree, to deprive this Bervant from service, to
kindle moorstly sedftion and strife, and to annihilate ABDUL BAIIAY

-Qutsardly, they appear -an: shovys, - yet Anwardly; re-nought hut Taverigg

wolves. Svyast §n words, yet at heart a dealy poison.

0 ye boloved oneat Guard the Cause of Godl Let no sweetness
of tongus baguile you, nav r-ther, consjder the motive of every soul,
and ponder over the thought he ohorisveth, Be ys atraightway mindful
and on your guarl.

Aveoid, yet be not agrresaivel

Turn away from ocnsure and frow slander!
Leave him in the Hand of GOD!

Upon ye rent the Glory of Glories!
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“It is the time which His Holiness Christ calls the
‘Days of Marriage.’”
TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA

To his honor Mr. Alwyn J. Baker, Berke-
ley, Californ Unto him be greeting
and praise!—Care of Mrs. Kathryn
Frankland.

He Is God!

O thou who art seeking for Truth!

Your letter has been forwarded. I
have no opportunity to write a detailed
answer, so I am obliged to be brief.

The point is, that the Cause of Bama
’ULLAH is inclusive of all perfections and
supplies all the needs of the world of
humanity. But this cannot be accom-,
plished in a short time. Time is needed.
This will gradually be realized.

When a divine farmer sows the seed,
the crops cannot be immediately gathered
in, but it is certain that the seed wilf
develop into a harvest. The seed which
His Holiness Christ—May my soul be
sacrificed for Him I—sowed, grew into a
harvest within three hundred years.

We are now at the commencement of
the shining forth of the Sun of Reality.
It is the time which His Holiness Christ,

calls the ““days of marriage.”” No doubt :

the house is not in order, but the time

will come when it will come under order. |

They put some questions pertaining to
wisdom and philosophy to his honor
Paul. He said that before he recognized
Christ he knew everything; but after he
came to know Christ, he forgot every-
thing. He was filled with Christ and so
they should ask him about Christ, be-
sides whom he was ignorant of every-
thing whatsoever,

In the Tablets of His Holiness Bana
'ULLAH, there are many philosophic
questions. For example, the Tablet of

Wisdom, but it has not yet been trans- !

lated. Tt may be found that his homor
Fazel Mazandarani gave this Tablet to a
Persian expert to translate into Eng-
lish. In His Tablets He has encouraged

and rather urged (the people) to study
philosophy. Therefore, in the religion
of BiHa 'UrLam philosophy is highly
esteemed.

As to life, however, it has had no be-
ginning, nor will it have any end. The
eternal grace of God has always been
the cause of life.' It has had no starting
point and it will not approach any end.
But concerning the degrees through
which the soul has gone, these degrees
are spiritual. Consider all the advance-
ment of the word of humanity which is
at present manifest and known. This
has been realized through the spirit. The
manifestation of the will of the Omuipo-
tent, in the universe, means the mani.
festation of the divine laws and disci-
plines which are essential to the realities
of beings, and in the world of the King-

! dom they are ideals which in the appear-

ance of the holy Manifestations (of God)
are realized.

The fruits of the deeds of man, i, e,
the harvest of the reward of man’s con-
duct, is gathered in the heavenly realm.

But as to evolution, it is true of both
the body and the spirit. Consider how
many sciences, arts, discoveries and
achievements have come into existence
since the days of Moses till the Present
time through the progress of the human
soul in knowledge and perfections, Simn-
ilarly, how much the soul has evolved
from the moral point of view. From the
material standpoint, ¥ou ean see also how
much civilization has progressed.

In short, T wrote the answer in brief.
No doubt you will understand realities

. in detail thereby.

Unto thee be greeting and praise!
(Signed) AspUL-Bima ABBas.
(Translated by Aziz "Ullah S. Baha-

' dur, Mount Carmel, Palestine, December

2, 1920.)
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The Covenant Is A Lamp
% 0 thou spiritusl leaf, which is verdent and fresh
through the downpouring of the -ingdom of God,

" Vorily I pray at the Threshold of God, the Highty
the Powerful, that He may illumine thy heart with the
lignt emanating from the helght of the Kipgdom, cause
thy tongue to speak the praise of the Living, Self-
sucsistent Eternmal Lord, and suffer thee to become a
iight shining with the rays of Knowledge, so that thou
nayst enlighten those vast cities and great states,

7 Verily, verily, I say unto thee the Covenant of God &
end His Testament is a lamp with vorld-illuminating ray:
which from the Supreme Concourse enlightens the
horizons of the earth and heaven.

" Whosoever * stations himself before this divine
1ight, will be 1llumined with Manifest Glory, his
speec{x will become effective in the hearts andspirits,
&nd God willl reinforce him with a power which will
penetrate through the realities of all things!,
Upon thee be Baha'l,
(signed) Abdul Bzha Abbas

1(# Stations)
‘after whoscuver,
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e e S Revealed by "AlanileBalia

Translated by Sheshi Effendi

0 Tord, my God, my ‘Jell-Beloved! These are servants of Thine
*hat liave heard Thy Voice, given ear +o Thy ord and hearkened to Thy
Call. Tney have believed in Thee, witnessed Thy Wonders, acknowledgzed
Thy Proof and testified to Thine Evidence. They have walked in Thy

#ays, followed Thy Cuidance, discovered Thy liysteries, comprehended t:

secrets of Thy Bock, the verses of Thy Serolls and the tidings of I
Enistles ang Tablets. They have clung to the henm of thy Garment angd
have held fast unto the robe of Thy Light ana Grandeur. Their foot-
steps have been strengthened in Thy Covenant and their hearts made firm
in Thy Testament, Torar po Thou kindle in their hearts the flame of
Thy Divine Attraction ang grant that the %ird of Tove and Understandin~
may sing within their hearts, Grant that they may be even as votent
signs, resnlendent standards, and perfect as Thy Word. Exalt by thenm
Thy Cause, unfurl Thy Banners and publish far and wide Thy Wonders,
lMake by them Thy Word triumphant ang strengthen the loins of Thy lovee
ones. Unloose their tongues to laud Thy Name and inspire then to do
Thy Holy Will and Pleasure. Illumine their faces in Thy ¥ingdom of
Holiness ang perfect their Joy by aiding them to arise for the triumph
of Thy Cause.

Lord! Feeble are we, strengthen us to diffuse the fragrances of
Thy Holiness; poor, enrich us from the treasures of Thy Yivine Unity;
naked, clothe us with the robe of Thy Bounty; sinful, forgive us our
sins by Thy Grace, Thy Favor and Thy Pardon. Thou art verily the Aid-

er, the Helper, the Gracious, the Mighty, the Powerful.

The glory or glories rest upon them that are fast and firm,

64#/ﬁ6’




Thromgh Mr. ahi Nrs. Temes Carsicheel,
to the paii~gervant of Cod, ¥rs. iacliahen,

Chicaro, Illindis.

A SO

0 thou yesrndr after Truth!
i pray end supplicste al the Throstold of God
end bQQMﬁGlliﬂ& for {hee. Tut thou zust become a be~
liever end agsured, and the Tight of the love of Cod
vost shine t¥rough thee so that the prayer méy becone
effective. i
‘§§o ldst thu prey ghet‘the purs caf?h be
inpregnated with vegetation and growih, it will be

anesered, but if thou proyest that the herd stone be
chanped inte peadow and roso-pardem, it heas no capac-
ity. The i£

ths omability.

i Jpon thee be greeting and praise!

,i : {figned) !bdul Deha ‘dbas.
;?%:ﬁlgﬁggd‘§§hrlh,
horust 14tk, 1909,

i
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ATERESS BY ABIUL~SANA AT TE® NESIDENCE OF MRS, VLORIAN KRUG? WRY
FORK CITY, TRISPAYY MOV, 19, 1912,

s Undoudtedly yoo must bs happy; if you are not huppy, then vhe
wsould be happy?

In thia Bahai dispensation Hie Polinesn BANACO'IYAH hes set a
Willint orewn upon the hesd of womon, vhoze btrillisnt jewels will
#hins and glean throuphout ell ager ¢ oycles, This must give them
‘grest ha pineas,

5 -(w"l” In all tho former dispyenentions, ren wers considared superior
to women, Womon were lower thea men, nay, rather during ecrie of the

3 PRoL RG0S wouan nere made contiven of mEn, Fore sxaypiv during the
Mozaic dissemsition womsn werc ccptives of men, dut in tho dispensee
Yion of BAHAYO'ITAH, Wim Bestowuls have medo msn and wouen ecuzl, XNe
suussd the people to put into detiys praciics this social ecuslity
sl deelared Lhni Lhoe women dn this zge ghall make extradionnry ode-
Volucswent and they shall reach to such o dogroz, that pe difference
will be left hotsaen men and womor, Thle 4z o Jitunty for shich you
Tt be sternally grateful and oxtromely hxy .

s

) In order 1o thenl BAEAPOYIIAR {r = Lelfitiing menner for tlis
Bounty, you mist strive doy nnd nigsht 8o that you may ue the gouse
o tho advanosenient of winanhotd, and thet it ey becone estebliaued
8n< tell proven thet the Covmind of BAHATO'10AY is the Qomong of
Jusiiet aud what He declurea in royerd te the equslity of sme mun

Wity 15 dm cecord with 4ho spirit of' this one 4& wnd im resl
and welig,

o 43 up to this time perteci emmclity of rsregatives 3l not exe
42, and noa ware were or leso sirgnger, rud woamen wers to = gerisin
degree mot ooual to men educaticnally, therefore ny ie thls time in
eortein paris of the world, women havs not «ttained %o the degree of
wen, but in Lus period of BAHASU'ILAY, He confarred this mont enmineni
Bounty, upon the women mrd tzusht men o revere tuem, fTherofors,
Akoy wili nuke groul progress, Ihey have wlready scquired scionces
wmd wris in 1l the depress of existenca, havingy attalned tc such o
leval, thul thoy Luve nroven te Lo satisfaeiion of men that they
are thelr pesrsa, This is one of ther sseclz) Bommtios of the Disnone
#alion ol LAIATCULAL,

£ Todiy the groetest duty of wemen consicis in 4he Pact that they
. st girive to sproug the ethical laws, 10 nrove that wonen &re gape
Able ol cludhug aric snd coisnees amd that thoy wre eound in 21) the
#atics of 1itc, Wumen mmust demonstrats these principle to the mem,
thol 211 ¢f then may beor testincny 4o the Toct thel Lhese Rohsl
 ary scual inm morality, ere ecunl in tho sejuiremant cof human
siloney, ars egual in the virfuss of Lo world ofspesadétye-lumane
Iy, tre oquul in orafts and professicns, snd are egral in aankity
c. purily, Those pahai women sre the contors through shich
1d of humanity hes improved smd the moralily zdvanced, Zhesc
E ~d wemon are the radimnt signs of ths Kingdom of ABHA, Theuo
woxar «re the instruciors of the world of humanity, Thess
Pahnt waicn are the candles in the assembluge of the world of mwam
kind, They wre~bhe In tho nlawel firmnesz und poser, Their will
B85S 15 grsalss iban thut of man, their morsl conscicummess and ime
: F;ion L& supsrior to that of mon, and in sli 2he virtues of hiuman=
i _Jt.y they shine 1ike unis the sters,

BeHiOgA



; Then the men will exclaim that this command of BAHA'O'LLAN im

the Comand of Justice, this teaching of BAHA'O'LLAH is well proven,
nﬁno'mxm sot upon the heads of womsn is .
woll-daserying,

Whorean in the former time they were oppresced, mow they have
attained the greatest gtziics of honor, Whereas formorly thoy were
dissppointed , nov they =re hopeful, #nile in tho pasi they were do-
prived, praiss be to @od, they haye talen & goudly porticn; having
deon wceky prais: bo te god they huve bocoms stréms: havw vesn ig=
nurant, pr o be to God they ¢ beoowe wiwo, orens the past

((ﬁ:, they were considcred inferior te mep, mow, througk the Divine RAVOTS, -

%7 tpey have suporsedsd them in 1l the degress of ozintoncs, Like un=

C ¥ to tho stars they sikine and like umto the lights they scintillate,

: They havs vecoms fruitful trees, they uro the signe of guld aase and
tney are the ewbodied yroofs und evidencen of BAH:'0'ILAH, Ths Fove
ors of BAHATOLLAR bave reached te such & degree as leo have onuned
the acemi of thesc women te the Horizon of thy Evarlazting Glery,,

It is my hopo ihat you mey slivse =t A3l tires so thal prou may
prove the veildity ofe-snd clearness ef tho Bivine subjoeci to tho
paoplos of the world, -

TABYIT TCVBAYED BY ANTUL-BAHA &JG, 23, 1%13,

0, tuou ry Laloved daughtar?

Toine eloquent and finent leotter wos perusad in = gardon, undsr
. ihe cosl #ade of a & rec, while the gontle brseze was walting,
o~ wrans for physical enjoyment sten sprend hefers the oyes  opd thy
Jetiar bucams the ceuse of spiritusl enjoyment, Truly, I suy, 4t ¢
H was not & letter rut o rose-gardsa adorned with macln%hu wd Flowerg

It contuined the sweot fragrance of Parsdime epd thi mnephyr Of
Divine Tove Llew fr.um ite roseste words,

T bave not srple time ot wy dispoeal, ¥ 3117 pive horcin a
brief, conclusive wnd eomsrehennive orgesr, I4 %a <s fellow I

© . the Tvvelation of BARATO'ITAF, the womem go nack and nock with
nen, In ne novemon! 11 thay he left bsohind, Their rights with

mon wre ogusl in O

$31

'« They wiil enter «11 ths ndminiatrutivs
b 3 of politie Thuy w41l attain AR i depree which
=11) be conmidered the wery nighest stolioy ¢f the world of Juverally
end wi1] take nart in 231 the ~TPdrs, Rest ye usmred: Do ye not
ook wren the presit comlitisn; im tae pot for dintant Iuture tae
¥, worlé of women will boowss all rofulpent, =md all ploricus, for His

W oLolinosa BANAYOYITAY haih willad it Ao, At the t(ime of olertlons,
Ahs ripht to vote i the inslisnaible right of wowen in ol ihe Inm=

. eA departmenta ds in Dy rifutzble wnd en inecntrovertihle guestion, Ne
Y Boul ¢m retmed or prevent it

L Tt thore wre certuin matiers, tue perticipation of which is not
> worthy of wozen, For examle, &t ine time vdam ike eommmnity in Lok-
saz op vigorous defansiva moccures wininst ths atteck of the foes,

¢ womer bré cxeipt froam militery epgazements, It may 26 happen
4hrt &t = pives tine,the warliks smd savage tribos may furiously
#ttnck the body politic witn the intention of or-ryinx on & wholes
anle slrmughtor of its numibers; under such a cireumatazpee defenss i3
msoeoacry, bul 1t fs the duty of men to organise snd execute such

ASH 0% 8




o tAe natdsorvent of Ged, Nre, J. P. Addison,
(Fortlend, Oregon)

ypon Aer de greeting end pratse!
-0 thou respected netdservent’

Cj The letter that thow Aast written to hie Aosor Sohrob wee
f""“' Protee be to God thet #t coniained tde pood neve of

he Aealih end safety of tho Jriends of the Alsfphty. Tt mes also

& preaf to thetr Jimness srd stesdsostness tn reltgion and Jaith,

Theak ye Cod that ye presentod yourselpes in the iivine
Iuternctionsl Congrese in Caltropata and mere engsped in the service
of the Tora af God.  Conaider y¢ the power end the tnsluence of tre
Celesticl Teaohinge thst the Jvreetdent of the Fxpocitfon expressed
Mo grotitude ené thenkfulsess for yeur services to tie world of
Munontiye Truly 7 esy the beltevars af 0od $a the Congress becoms
ssstated $n the secomplishaont & tAe moet great eervices.

The photogreph of the Cengress wws alse recetved and tmport-
ed great Reppinese.

. rAs person® who delivered speeches at tis sessions, such e2
o~ Bre Po 2. B'Svelyn, dr. Rooper Nerris, Nr. Charies ii. Femey, Kre

Howard ichutt, Kr. Ttllten k. Rerdoll, 5ve Ce Ti2R02n, }re Fow-

%r. Fillten &, Gesr, Ar. Joseph K. Farmen, kr. 41bert

Findust, #r, 41fred 5. Lunt, &v. ildert 5. Fell, Wre Faotn 7. Coop-

or, kr. Earien F. Ober, dre JORR Fo Eritton, ivrs. bary #. Ford, Kr.

Filltan C. Releton ond Stree 418 Fult Fhem, were cesjsted with &i-

pine consirmstions sxd fnapired vith the powers o the Holy Spirtt.
Phe results snd sptritusl Inflvences of those talka sre endlees

and etarnale They will become cpporent in the Juture.

Likewtse the neetfags which vere Asld ta the City of Fort-
lend end the persons who spoke to the various sudfences vere su-
Frenely castated by the angels &7 thAe Suprewme Cemcoures. They
soattered pure sesds ia that viryin western sotl. Truly I say
ir. Remey end 4r. lotimer sre displaying the mimost o/ fort ta the
disrusten o the Jregrences of dod. I euppligate and entrest to-
werd the Xingdom of Cod and Deg fer sssh and sll hesvenly conftr-
matfon ond sevistance.

pon thee be jmttw ong praies.
Prensloted by Nirss ikned Sohrel,
Cere Hiras Jalsel Irent, Ketfe, éiyris,
& Merod 18, 2918,

: fhe original af $hts eblei wie hept fa Feisw to be sent
detere Tl B e e T trensisttene T "

& & oo ioo see
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m ehe SELY ($he 11f0) #f God' That soul's face will b
it Tad xuu-?.t KioAbka, by the Light which Lli=
-huwunum.qr\h.-uu-tu-f i the path
‘of the Center of Rxistence :

EXTRACT OF A TABLET JROM ABIUL BAMA THROUG MIREA AMMAD SOHRAB,
Port Said, Feyat, July 14, 193 '

)
oxmov thou, verily, I say umte thes shat the eonditions of
sutq wortal yorld, even’if it bo the kingahip of the whole ex-
istence of the gleve, is ophemerdl It is am 1llusion It 48
onded in mothing} noithur doss-ent- 1% sontain any results, met
in the estimation of god is it equal to the wing of a mosquito
Where are the kinga cnd quecns? Whore sre the palsces amd their
mistresses? Waere aroc tho tmperial thromes and jewolled crowms?
Waere are the mighty rulers of Porsis, Grecess and Rome? Verily
their palages are in ruinm und du*.ruoho-, their thronss de=
stroyod and their erowas throwa to the dust But any oae of
the maidsorvants of God who arose for the diffusion of the
fragrances of God, etermally her signs are widely spread anmd

od down through eenturiss and oyoloes, her dawn is ever lum~
no\\:{ heor star always shinin g; her flag eomtimunlly flying]

ation divinely glorified; her erowm soinillating; her

nnu{' Yiving; her face immortal; her voiee resomant; her
spirit im the apex of the khsdﬂi and her effulgences in the
nerison of the realm of right
of those maldssrvonts

AXTRACT YROM A TARLE? REVEALED SOME YEARS AGO YOTHE PXR)
S2AN FATRNDS AND RECKIVED THROUGE MIRZA ARMAD BOERAB I¥ A LETT))
¥R FROM PORT SAID, JULY 81, 1933

SIS

*75e Anod nt Bestowal of the Beauly of ANHA is the compan-
iom of every pure heart, and the Eftulgones of the wanifestation
of the Mount of Simal is the Assooiate of every firm and stesd-
fast ome The soul entremoing melody of the Elessed Perfeot=
don is heard from the imvisidle world by eévery wright and right
eous porsom, sad Ris alu—tuui- smd gospel ef joy grant um-
definable faver The fame of His groatmeas has filled all the
rogions, and the songs ef the birds of the meadew of Nis Reality
eonfer mpirit upen all &he inbabitants of the globe -

sPyerefore wo must sexd forth a ory of iw and through the
Power of God eonfer a m thrill of spiritual eommoticn
through the pillars of s mortal werld  Thus eternal 1ife may
pecome rogesled in this mundane exisionce, and the everlaiting
m}ygr:hc.r:rw“ot 1 mr.:.&:r.lt" ll‘_l’:. -
ing smnnmmmrz‘-’oﬁu is set aglow da the Apex of
ihe world, and ihe lighted sandle of g 1dsnes $a & witgess in t:
gathering 1¢ we are mot enkindlod with the heat of this dive

RSO G- i RO : .
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{ne flamo, What heart buraimg fire them shall ouuse usto be
sot ulo-‘ If wo wre mot intoxicatsd with the Wime of god,
wiiat Xind of wine will them exhilorate us? If in the assemb-
1sge of Tramsfiguration wo do mot forget ourselves, beooming
Joyous amd emraptured, them ia rhat gathering wil)l ws beooms
fumultuous amd full of scclamntiza® O ye diviae friends®
Thoe call 1s the eall of the Beauty of Abha, streuming down foom
the invisible kimgdom' The melody is tho melody of the rupe
rems Go?courno' Be yo haspy' Bc ye huopy' Bo ye exultunt® Be
¥ye glad

Upon ye be srocting snd praise’
Abdul Bahw Abdbas

QUESTIONS BY MRS LOUISE GIBBONS, OF NEW YORK CITY, TRANS
SLATZD BY ANTON HADDAD

FREDFFE TS SR

. HK I8 GOD'
To ¥re Louiss Xliss Gibhons:
0 thou who art attracted by tho Pragramces of God'

I have read thy beautiful letter comtaimimg boautiful sig-
uificomaos, amd indloated that shich haa ocourad to thy heart,
of ths epirituzl evomis, sad that -hich has engomprsscd thy
spirit, of ths merdiful thoughts, this is frau the Boumty of
Thy Lord upom thoc smd Upom every maid=acrvant ehosem by His
Morcy im this mew ago

Q Master, who art thou? Art thou the Christ?
"As to what thou hast asked ooncarulgz mo: Verily, I say %o
thes thst I um imdesd am humbie, submiszive, and imploriag ser-
vant of God; o servamt of Hip beloved; & measenger of the exalt-
aticn of Wis Word; a spreador of His yragremces; am extoller of
the bummer of lovo aamd harmsbmy; & promoter of the g:utent
posce smomg =11 maticns sad tribes; a kindler of the ¥ire of
the Love of God im the hearts of the peopls; & rummer to the
plece of margtyrdom in the CAUSE OF GOD; & yourmer for mt&
oalamity im the LOVE OF GOD; & lomger for suspension upon the
eross for the Love of the meloved; a Herald for the Kisgdom of
God smong the seate of all hori‘ome {or regions)

This 46 my staticn amd oconditiom; this is my blasing erows;
this is my glorious throme; because my servitude to the Holy
Threshold is my brillisat light, my shining star, amd my drawm
sword; and, besides this, I have mc other mame

Thon know that for thoe domimiom of the re:lity of Christ
there is mo hegiming amd thors is mo emd; everlastingly that
lumincus enxtity had boem zittimz om the Throme of Might, and
everlastingly it «ill have a pensctrctimg dominiom over the
worlds of existemcs This domimionm s etermal amd everlastiag
and has mo abrupt ema¥
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ommmmutmemnwnrmx

1 woad A0y letter of greanful eompaaition and wonderful
axpression, .

Enow thou, verily, that these mvim Teash are heav-
snly ans spiritusl,  thay penstrats in the um 88 the yrenstra-
t1on of the heat of the gun, the ontymuring of olouds and the
blowing zmmmauri the morns uyon $reass  Fhen the
ughu (of thoss Yeashinga) axose, they beoane spread, fust as

ho shining Gown sproads nron the norisann, Thase wonderful
traou will sunly appesr thyoughout all regiona und their lights
will shino £oxth during asnturies and amn PEYOXOFie

48 $o Shy qunionh ”i prayy’ “Fhat 48 the wisdon
thoraof? For Hod has oatadlishe enwth!na mn mmu the
affaire afior ths boss mmor. and He ardains no?org
in tmu ( pmm

m ugg t!n g'r un t; th& arfoctiony the
8 na oty an rafo
vhat S8 the wisdon in Fuﬁm nug:ﬂuatsan -and u uta‘iu

one's wents and seeking halp?“

xnow $hou, verily, it is hoooning of a weak nm to mp-
plicate to ths Styong Ona, and 1t behooveth a seeker of Bounty
to uuw.; the Gloriens Bountiful Ome. Then ons supplioates to
ros uats Him and seaks Bounty fLronm His Cocan, thu
Sotiodisn 1s in by Stmort a 18cut %o his heart, sn i1
8 sight, & nfo to his moul, and sn oxaltation for his bcmc.

therelove, bog ihg supplieations %o mg& and tw To~

oit Ty Base 18 oonauer how ¢

e Mg s am”znxga‘tffh'w pwit of the love H et

- am! z baoomes attmtod $0 tha xmadm of Godl 8{9%
ions opa'g aAbility and noity inorenne. von-

nl ia wifonsd, the water inoxeasstl, and when the cmm grown
the bounty of tha sloud beoones agressble $o the tasts of ment.
thie 4m the nysteyy +f sappliostion ond the wisdon of atating
ono'e wasts (mmsl.

Veruy.xhogofaodtoutm hen thee to have an
. abundant lov r Bm, and %0 momm nine Snadght {n His Canee,
and ¢ nm of the ﬂto or %Mu tmtxon to His Kingldoxm,
#0 that thou mayest booomss ni 8 kindled and
nn&imminmm 11 t in e ummot the sartnly world
ond sosk bounty Sron the Lights of the Kingdoa,

Upon thes be gresting end praise!
{5igned)  AdAul Baba Ah‘esa-

Sransiated W A, Ko Knan,
Sevovors dok, " . ge i




Copy of Tsblet yovealsd by Abdul Baha Ahdban.
ER IS &0D!
0 servaat of the Tyus onel

Ehat thou bast written was Jmown, it was a alsar wyidense
of thy thoughtfulness and mindfulness in the Cause of the EKoset lisroi-
fol Lord. 1 supplieate to God that thou mavest at every monent ad-
vance in tho grades of Jivina lLovs and devotion, spiritnal atirastion
and merciful sentiments; and be bonevolant and a somfart to hoth friend:
and stranzers. ’

T¢ 15 mantionsd in the Gosrel tint a man oallsd His Soliness
Christ 'good Hseter’'. Wis Sliness said uptn Em, ¥hy calleat thow
ke good; mono 1s zood saye Une = that 1is God.’

25 Abdnl Boha wishes g sin-0overing eye and concssls {the
peopla’s) fanlts as far as poasible; for He sonsiiers Aimsell mers

s sinfal thas the othara and finas nimeslf inocarable and énficient
iz tue servitwde of iis world. “havafare, baing eapaged in llis Own
grortoomings, he does nst gare sbout ¢he ains of others, but slways
aake remission sxd forgiveness for tiam and meeks Sownty snd drace iR
their behalf.

17 a fault 18 enmuitied by poneocne andt I treat hin with ¥ind-
ness - thip is not on sooount ol My neglipence; but as I asknowledge
1y own shorteomings snd as sogainent of Hy own state, I do nol show any
oproaition %2 othars.

Tt in racordsd in the Joppel that an adulterass was brought to
tke presengs aof Jesus Christ and gonfopsed her sin. Those present ank
ed Him wiy He 413 »ot oommsnd her %o be stoned. Ee said, 'He who doos
rot Gesorvys a legal puniginaent’~ that is ts may, 'He that is withoul
sin may get up and stone the sdnlteress.’ 411 of them, looking upon
themselves, found themoelves sinful and ‘wont out ems by or. '

Zow, 3% is this conditlon wiioh =uat always be had under son-
plderation; otiwrwine the matter wiil ha aiffianlt, I% is seid 1n the
FToran: ‘Hedst t:om baeun sevars azd hard hearted, they had sursly sap-
arated themsslvas from ahoul thee, "' But the pecnls rmst bs Just.

12, motwithatanding thalr injustise, they receive Iavsrs, 4nis wild
neke then mindful mnd aduonished.

48 t0 Ly shkoriooming in the cams 82 pther Pesplo whe are de-
voted, fivm and vtemdfast: I always soimowledge snd confesd Ky wesk=~
seas and 5y fallurs and the poloved of fod will certainly emsnse.
“henever 8 letter 1s ragsived fron then, 1 mave done Ly hesat pessidls
t» pond fhe an saswer. sisreover writing letsers has nothing te do
with thet pure and 3piritusl and tivins love. lany & poYson who in
the Blesged iays (1,8., in the time of the Blepsed serfection] wae the
reoipiont of favors aad had mmerons long fablets; hul in this day hae
wavoTed in such a manner thet he did not hesrken to or ohey the ivine
Cormandments and ovsTlooksd evan the Gommands rsvesled in his own Tab-
lets. Yet there ars soms othor souls who have in thig &ay arisen to
serve the Causs asd ave firm and oonstant, while theay have not been ad-
droesed in the Tar of the Blesned “erfastion. This is from the Boumt:
ef God: ZHe grants to whomsoever s wiileth. God is tha Zogmeesor of

at Soumty! The essential thing and the roal nearnass {to God) 18
o be steadfast in tho rsligion of God, to marve s Causa and to b
in servitude in tha Thrveshold of Unity. 2his is what 18 neoassaxyl
gpon thee be gresting and praise’l
(5ignad) abdul Baka Abbag.
Revesled prier to 1908. -
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SESROREES
To the believers of God
and he maidservants of God,
Los Angeles, Calif.
Vpon them be Baha-01llah~El Abhal

He 1is Godl

0 ye who are attracted to the kingdom of Godl
Your letter was received. It was a glorious proof to

your firmness in the Cause of God. Praise be to God that with
the utmosgt joy and fragrance ye are engaged in laying the foun-
dation ofrthe edifice of guidance And aTe atrieing in the pro-
mption of the Teachings of His Highness the Almighty, and like
unto the birds of the meadows you are singing the anthem of the
Kingdom in that meéting; 80 that you may become the cause of
guidance of the erring ones and the means of the salvatien of
the wicked ones. This intentiom is cenducive to the attain-
ment of Divine Bounty. It is eartain that the confirmation of
the Lord of Glory will descend upon you.

Vpen ye be Baha El1 Abha.

(signed) Aodul RPaha Abbas.

pranslated by K.Ahmad Sohral,
July 29th, 1914.

Home of Abaul Baha, Mt.Carmel,
Haif4, Syria.

Be 13




=

los Angeles, May 12, 1914.

Deer Friends in %1 Baha:

Xoxt Sunday, Xay 17th, 1a the date of the
next Hinetesn Day Feast and we will have a apiritusl Feast only
at the hall, Xrs, Hateh presiding.

%rs. Rammsdell has genersusly tendered to us the uss of
the Yiavi rooms for our mestings, Theso yoors are located in
the rear of the 6th floor of the Bryson Bldg., dornsr of 2nd and
fpring. Thews is no slevator asrvice on Sundays, but these rooms
will ds finely sdapted to evening mestingn, Feasts, ete. VWe pro-
pose to dedicate these roome on Bsturday evening, kay 25, 1914,
which will be the 70th anniversar; of the Cause and of Abdul
Eahs. This will be both a spiritual and material Feast. Wwe
hops to have a good attendance at all of these reetings. Bring
any friends whom you have intsrested.

¥e are in srrears as to finanees. Ths amount whioh was
advanoed by our Becretary for ouxr Jelegate %o the Convention has
not besn made up, and the rent for the past month {April) was not
fully reirbursed. ¥e Xuow the friends will make s spscial effort
this moath to meet all our odligations.

Bimoerely yours in the serviee 9f the Canter of the
Covenant,

Bxecutive Hoard, los Angelss Bahai Assamdly,

yor FZu. St/ 4

Pres't,
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CopYy
BAEAI FUBLISEING SOCIETY
Publishers of Bahai Literaturs
5205 Harper Ave., Chicago, Ili., Hay 6, 1914.
¥y dear Ers. Vagaer:
¥as #0 glad to hear from you as it brought back
so vividly the days spent in Chicago when Abdul Baha was here. Ve
Rad s most wonderful Convention, snd did you now that the Peast of
El Riswan this year was the fiftieth or golden jubilee anniversary
of that Feast?

Among other thinge was the sending of a beautiful message to
Pregident Wilson, commending him on aig aotions toward the achieve=
ment of peace, if possible, in the Mexican question. And we had the
finest finale ever yet achleved in an address delivered at our last
public meeting by a Unitariam winister, Eev. A. R, Vail of Urbanas,
I1l., who peems to be on fire with this Kessage and has a Saturday
evening olass at hip home, composed of menbers of his church who
study the words of Bsﬁa'o'llah snd Abdul Baha, and snother one of
Eethodists who meet aenother eveaning. He is a wonderfully imspired
men and, as the Chalrman of the meeting said at the elose of Hr.
Vail's address, "Shere is notbing more %o say," and the meeting and
Convention was closed with the simging of lrs. Waite's "Benediction”,
Needless to say, this gentleman met Abdul Baha when here and fully
caught the spirit.

We were made happy at receiving word from 0alifornis asking
or inviting us to San Franoisco next year, and we are already plam~
ning about it and taink you will have a well-represented Convention
from all over the United States.

We were pleassd to have with us Miss Marian Jsok of Loneon.
BEngland, whom we enjoyed very much and whonm Abdul Bsha called “Gemeral
Jack" and I hope she will visit Jalifornia next year; also Miss Pom-
eroy of Montreal, Oanada. Detailed information will be forthooning
in the "3tar of the Weat."

Books were sent to you early this morming.

Fondest grestings to all and muoh love to yourself,

Sincerely yours in the service of the Center of the Govenant,

- Mary Lemoh, BC# /S
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Y s b From dasret Wystorien,”
- Chapter on "The Mystery 6f Jonah", by Nirsa “M'm;h.

»

"Let 1% be known that the story of Jonah in the Bible ia
one whioh has many spiritual mesnings, and whioh oarmot be inter-
proted 1iterally. In it are oontainsd symbols oonosrning the
states of the travelsr toward 0God in his journay fron the world
of nature to tho Divine %orld. A portion of the explanation of -
these symbols was mentionsd in the instruotions regarding the
sar}y ohapters of Genesis. It is a msthod of all the Hanifesta«
$#1ons, the Prophets of fod, to explain ths epiritual facts by
matcrill parables, so that such may be an universal bounty. The
people of Truth parceiye the epiritual meanings theresf, while
6thers are satimfied with the outward appearance of the relations.
Every ons partakes socdrdinz to his oapacity. -

are
"By Jonah i meant the human spirit; by the three days/sig-
nified three different states or kingdoms, as thoss of the vege-
table, animsl and human, After spending thres days (periods ;
in these different eonditions, the epirit may reach the station
lbdt tga 'kingdor’' and be freed from the limitations of the lower
ngadoms. . v

g‘ = "In one of the blessed Tablets, revealed by His Mighness,

Abdul Baha, %o s believer in Persis, whose name wan Jonah, and
written in the year 1892, he gives, in eloguent words, the follow-
&ing explanation of the parable of Jonah:

) 'He 18 El-Abha} O than fish ot the fathomless ocean'

{ As His Aighness, Jonak (Upon him be peacs!) heocame fwalliar with
the interdor of the"great fish" of nature and 1ts elements, and
guffersd from the darkness of the dopths of the sea of the world,

L 80 he was separated from.the World of the Xingdom of Existence

i where are ths Lights of the Ilmocless, and beoana a dweller in

$: W the world of placs. -Fherefore the resl mesning of Jonah is his

3 § reality (the essensos of man); the fish is the adorporsal body, the

S ——

uman temple and his outward form; tho sea im ths oontingen
/ world and the natural, dark qualitias. As he was cast Into thls
¢ narrow and dark oondihon. ha oried out from the bottom of his
! neart: "0 Bhou Holy Being! Verily I repeant unto Thes!" (This
&canned him to be saved,)

'Thus, thou also, as thou art cast into the depths of the
sea, supplicate and besesoh to God, so that thou mayst draw nigh
unto the shors of safety and enter the shada 0f the bdlesaed Iree,

o whish is the gonfort of the heart and the rest of the soul,’'” .
: ( . (Signad) Abdul Baha Abbas,

Translated by
§ Mirza Amesn Ullah,
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Beliversd on hoard stoumshiy Celtia Just Defere salling for ¥ow Tok
Clivummmu«mrub.x‘u. o

‘paken stemographiesily by Warism Nseey fram istorpretotion of
Ieh'tetstl EdacEalanter, b

this is 1ast imtaryies with you, and mon I m on tais hiy %=
sall awvay, s is uy 1208 shartation shish I sm going to give e~
i you, Wy last exnoriatien to you is thisg

I naws repestedly spokem 4o you, ané I Bave invited you te the
( U¥ITY OF THR WOHLD 0¥ RUNANITY, Imsve ulwt 511 msakind sve
¢ gervants ef the same 60D; that GOD is the of all; e is the
Previcer of all; Ee ie ffeeiionats %o 111, fhereiurs »v pust Lot
in the ulmost xindness sud wffvetion tcwards w1l the mailioRs of the
warld, We must wed abide 11 frosticism sad religlsus prejudleer,
¥s sunt forget nll nationsl projudiees, T pusl forget <11 puiive
prejudtoss,

¥ni » oarth s oms ayhury, one m.LiTILY, ©nd home, xpg =13 man~
xind 7o the dosoumbaats «f ou2 FATTIR, AXl uf© arzzizd by 49D apd
40D in congussiomats tosurd 211, Therafers, i1f aay ons effinds oo |
acther, ¥e offonde §oD, 60D wishes thut 511 3hke hscris Bbe e aicedy
txat sil mamkind %o in tne atmest Xins mIzs; that aysry indiv dzal
nogber of Rumen sselety #hsll 311 ve % ihe wimori felielty sad Jov,
A hit shich prevosts monkind from belng Yazpy bogethsr 18 ruoted
projudiee, seot fansl sad seetoriem srejudies, \he struggle Tor Sxinte
ongs, emd wakimdness powsrds omo MOLRIT, .

~~ Ag to you W ars preesnt horet Your ayes have basa 111unined] /
sars have hoia nide Roering; yOur nterta are Emoning; You mast
be froe from 9very xind of prajudics =ad fsmallging; yow masit s ne
| differsmcs mmong the vager; you wasi seo mo aitforsnes ..w:::%atn
! religlons; You muss 100k te OOD, Fer goD is the racl STEPATD xmd mX1
men are Xis shedp, TS SHErARD 13 OHE, and Wo 1s peaeticnste to=
o ward &1] the shecp, Walls the IDEAY SEERDARD is kind uate a1l, se it |
3 «llowsble thai thess shesy snculd querrsl sueRe sheszasivee, Henes
all these whosp must erisa in mrest gracituds xmd thsakfullneis, for /
. &0p the SWERPARD, ls ysry ¥ind umto thew; omd tne Rest =y 10 thimk
\ @OD s thui sl menxing should leve ons smathsr aad AMer graat xings
4 mess xad Affseticn tosurd s each ather, P

AN

s

B

~. Ima word: Bawera last ye sffend suy hsurt! NMawars 198t yo
sseuk sghimst wugy enc i his sbeemge] Pasire lert yo astrange your=
solves frem \he saryints ef m; Tou must ecnsider £11 the rarvsats
of 60D s your awm kitk smd xin? Let wels sffert e directed t
towards rejotoing every sftemded ens, tewmrds fecding cviry oms o
2 18 NURETY, Glothing overy CRmd e ix witheut cleihing, glorifying
: . Bz a heler t¢ every helplecs:? one Lad be
wato his 12 to gain the good “411 of GOD, Thie i that
whieh ir sonduolys to sterarl Pelicitly fer yeu, nis is gondusive tu
ths illumistion of the werld of bumsnity, A48 I seek from oOp sterasl
glery im your wahal?, T thersfore am giviag you this exhortition,

You all ges shat 18 Magsening In 1ne Pelkcns! Mok human Blsod

is Tied! oW 1itAle ehildren are tora fate pleces) Now mea's
prazertios wrs plilege ? Wew sities and tewman sre sacksd! Yt dm
werld saximdling Lire is astir in the Balkems? -
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Through the maid-servant of God, Mrs. Helen S. Goodall,
To the Members of the Assembly of Abdul-Baha,

San Francisco, California.

HE IS GOD !
0, ye faithful friends!

The meid-servant of the Kingdom of Baha'o'llah has
written the joyfu) news that the friends in that region
have established an Assembly, have engaged in +he spread-
ing of the teachings of God and have arisen with the ut-
most endeavor, sincerity of intention, and enkindlement
with the fire of the Love of God so that that country may
become a main-spring of the signs, and that city become
illumined, and & number of souls like stars of the Horizon
of Holiness may shine in the assemblage of the Kingdom of
man (humenity).

This Assembly was organized at the right time.

It is My hope that it mey become & magnet of confirmation.
I? it remain firm end stesdfast this Assembly will beccme
80 illumined that it will be & full, refulgent moon in the
Horizon of evérlasting Glery.

Report and write to Me the services which are ac-
complished by this Assembly so that they may become tha
cause of spiritual happiness and joy o the heart.

Upon thee be Baha-el-Abha!

(Signed) Abdul Baha Abbas.

Translated by Mirza Abmad Sohrab, Washington, D. C., July 17, 1911,
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Extraet of a letter frem Mrs Issdella D Brittisghrm, April 20,
1910 To O O Woleots, Spokane, Washimgtom

un‘“ug the pareble by which Jesus taught, mamely, a
sa0d slanted in the ground, eto

Let us tzko Josus Himeolf as o livimg witmess of this tosch
ing; ulso our Bacred Beloved of tcday - Abdul Bah. The zoul of
man gomtains a gorm vhich is the seed of God and whom the humean
stations have boem saorificed (all statos of self sand self ish »
¢ ul-n-uohuumnm-v?-nu--uu;mtaxm«- dades
noas) tho station of suveramce (or the trus Curist statiom) is
attainsd But the identity mevor dies- omly its lower conditiom
Abdul Baha tells us that the tree is mot the mystery c¢f the
scod but of the earth That rosl earth is the material earh of
t?« humam umregemorated heart, the heimg im the matural earthly
Plane

(BEATITUDES)

THE UTTERANCES OF ABDUL BAHA

Blessod is the socul which is rurified, and understands its
wickedness and piety

Bloased is the spirit which is revived by the Brexth of the Mer-
oiful

Blesssd is the nostril wmhich ia perfumed by the Fragramces of
aod

Blessed im the heart whioh is dilated by the Breeseca of God

Bleasad is the eye vhich seces the Beauty of God

Blessod is the ear which listems tc the WORD OF GOD
Blessed is the temple (porsom) who stamds stendfact im the sere
vice of the Cause of God

Blessed are the imtermals which bura by the Pire of the Love of
God

Blessed is the liver whieh is molted by the flame of the Pire
of imtense love im the CAUSE OF GOD

Bles:ed 1s the soul who fulfills the Testament of God, who pays
20 heod to amy blame im the Cause of God, and who -11i never be

wnuod by the arrows of lyimg souls or the veiled omes or the
nds whieh are wicked and meglectful im memtiomimg God i

Blessed is the soul whose outward 1ife is the same as its in-
ward life; whose Lord has guided it, removed its veil, and hom-
ored it =ith the ¢ p (of eonsclation) mixed with camphor, to
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: perx‘em. rmmeuou ns "mrmaiﬁr
g of the yielsry over death in 1 Lor

; of B % 8in®,- The "sting of sin iz the law", Wo:. -
‘Gndor 1he 61d ler of spiritual desth since 1Ls bagining,
Ate ofitxe trec of kmovxledge of zodd and evil, died, ae?ls
'oday, W are Hora intc the mew period o the troe of Yifd) .
2 Jesus - wen the harbinger, . Today, %o era mado free by ths . -
y th, God, sad #e vre mo longer under that lzs, SRysry oyo Fhsll
w80 Hia", this pould not be possidle 4T We same todsy in o litercl .
#pot 1in lhe meterinl meavens, Spiritunl sight scce Him turongh His
Cravepled word,” Mis sacred wtisrencss, Thy *1izkt within® 3o the . .
‘$oulte wislen, . We learn in ) Thersalenizns 4 6 16, apout the gi :
#0f Lhe coning’ ef the Lord Fimesl?, Fesus polnted 3o tnis ocovobrble -«
your of ihe Lord, ‘8t, Iuke IV, 18, 19,) He w38 tra Herzld of tha =
Folarg of ‘the -Loxrd of the vinsyard, He.was not th: Fulfilinast in
Rimesls, but the yproclatmer of its aprronch, THE ¥Orzes of sha 8ais
5 o A0 8%, Luke follo the doglarstien ond $o tha 30th, verde
& “shown how thoso who wers ricy in ihedr owm thoorda: Moy, 1}, 17 i
L 538 teread upon Fim to destroy Whi Lecmiss Jo wed tho yessanger of
{2 /804, mmd thay were of tho darimes-,
¥

“In 2, Thagss AV, 26, The ahout® 25 the 5 a0 gamulicnlly as the
. eming with powar,®  $he Ftrumn® of God 18 the word of God spokea :
. 4 Wimss1f, Tho%e dn whose mortal hearis ihe ssad of Jopus Carlskts :
L Tesl Soashings s Wrrled will bo the tirst 20 awaken mid LewSries .

39, - nds Yiv througn responss 0 the dirins coll ofh
: “{the holy Soirat)« mmxs to rightsonmess sud bogin their
T uwreeticm, and *rasiin® *(bacoan immorial apirito)v, Thone nre .
© . oesusht up through snduring) & ovorcaming in the air®, “The frock says
T AR the piris), " they mhadl bo upliftod by the apiril and by the
Pewnr of God,® Nothing ahall moparate them €vem on oarid Or beyord
-/ $ke onrth from thoir divine uniom with their ¥ord, Jomus nadd: b &
-7 3 be 14fted np, shall drmv =1l nam wnio mo¥, Thus, perfectod through
miziotonsy, fxm;x;;:xo "8 atfained that stolion, and heccs &
_-Perfectly rosurrcdbed eoul;-the first born waong meay f:mthcrcn, after
mspzrmm asath of the. agen, {Rev, X111, 9, Besuna ¥, 14,) She -
AGhr {8t% nnd Ahe YL zre ons’end Lhe sma, In thir great new . -
‘oayy OF tho fiez. are to bo Joimt heir
st = {Ron, : e RS

5

3, 31 69, Betory runom e 3 v, Tua:
ting mihg‘:ﬂ!m zr Bord :mQ;h. 1z 3)

& new religion or Lo beeoss A z
A8 wmy 20 She . Fatharty )
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ages, 1900 yrs, ago, At that time He finished the werk given
do, which was te z;:ml(sto the coming of the ¥ather's liuln i
the Xmowledge of same, which would be the return of ths Lord if,
ths Vineyard, The ordinances aad sacrimeats which Mo imstituted 1500
yeoars ago, and whiech He left as symbols to be observed, amd upon whikl
observance the spirit of God broocdsd, wore for His dispemsation,

#Tnis do wnti) I come egain,® Had Jesus been the most great High

@od He would mot have sweat great drops of Blood in the garden of
Getheemane, end would not heve begged that if possible this cup
might bc teken from Him, %Not as T will but &s thou wilt*, It was.
guite true thst this ves of His buman side but God has mo human side,
He is the Ormifisient, the Ommipitemt, the Ommiprecsent, the all-per-
wading Essence, and ti'le Causeless pause without begining or end, Hg
18 the Orsater of the Spirit and of the Word, FEe ereéted His Meas~
engers and Hie Moly Ons gesus s Ais channels of graee to the world,

Yiis cormmuniecstion has ever besn itkrrsugh some soul chosen cut of\

the beinge whom Fe has placed upon this globa, all of them zrc to
obtain Divine Union with fim if thoy will, - This uniocn depcnds upon
absciute free will snd choice of every soul, Jesus Christ, Ris:
Mouth-nizsce 1900 years sge 8ald; "The Kingdom of God is within you®,
8t, Tuke ¥V1i1 21) in every human belrg the Creator hars placed earth-
1y and humen conditions, Earthly wiscon is os the Light of & lamp,
-whkile heavenly wisdom is as the ecver shinins; raclance of the stare,
If the heavenly wisdom should pass aiel from the world all hu umun
peings wovld perish, That is to say, the life of mon is to know
£cd ond to know the mysterics of Mis wlsdom, Tor this =11 the Divine
¥eosenzere were made manifest, for they have becn sent to teach the
heavonly wisdem, This heavenly wiscom 13 eternal pedce, univernal
roconcillirtion, and unending rest for man,

Ge 1208
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INTME a1 OF G0 TME BLESSKD WAKGRA T A ME

LR B Asar
0D

HE 1.

(DU TWG ATTRACTED OES T TWE FRAGRANGES OF GO AND EMKINKLED BY THE
FIRE OF TE LOVE OF GOD. TNOU TWG SINCERT ONES IN THE CAUSE OF GOD. ORATORS
IN THE PRAISE OF GO, SPREADERS OF THF FRAGRANG £ DF GOD AND HERALDS OFTHE
Naut of

ITESTIFY VERILY THAT YE ARE BOTH BELIEVERS IN GOD AND THAT YE ARE ACCEFTORS
oF THE WoRD oF Goo.

UNDER THE SWORDS DRAWN ACROSS 1DUR THROATS, THERE ARDSE FROM YDU
THE LOUD CRY " Ya BANA'EL"AGHA!

YE ENDURED ALL CATASTRDPMIES IN THE PaTh OF GOD AND UNDERWENT ALLTRIALS

AND THE

SHINING.
YE TARRIED IN THE HOLY RaD1aNT THRESHOLD AND BEGGED FOR SACAIFICE IN THE
LOVE OF BANA ANG WASTENED TO THE ALTAR GF THE GREATER MARTYRGOM WITH AN

WERE BOTH NAPPY AND CHEERY UL 1% THAT WHICH GOD HAS GRANTED YOO YE WERE Swr
LING 243 LAUGH NG FOR THIS GAEAT BOUNTY

1 5WEAR T0 GOD THE TRUE ONE THAT VERILY THE PEOPLE OF THE HORIZON OF ABHA ARE JTA
LOUS OF Y0U FGR ThIS BESTOWAL THE LIGHT OF WHICH WiLL SWINE THROUGH CENTURIES AND AGES

UNDERNEATH THE EARTH th OCER THAT THEY MAY BE TWO RADIANT SIGNS TESTIING 0.4
SACAINCE N THE CAUSE OF GOb
|1MPLORE GOD Y0 ILLUMINE Thi3 BLESSED CROUND WiTH A LIGKT RADIATING FROM THE KINGoOw
OF £81A AND T0 CONFIAM TADSE WHO MAKE PILGRIVAGES 10 Tads HOLY GROLIND THROUOH THE
GRACE O His MERCY. SUPPLICATING COD TO PARDGN AND FORGIVE THEIR SIS AND O ADUIT THEM
INTO THE DEPTMHS OF THE SEa F His MERCY FOREVER
UPDN YE 607 BE BauA AKD PRAISC THADUG 10T
THE CENTURIES AND CYCLES.
(Signed) EE
Tansiares oy Minza VAL yikn Knan Wakins
Teenin, Feonvady 15,05
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. Questions and Answers regarding the Fasty by Pilgriias to acca; Oct 1920.
. Ye= Some of the friends in america say that the 1ast is not to be observ
({74 now but in the futurei Te thee oob
_Aw= In places where it will be a cause of trouble, such as in Bokhara,
or Afghanistan, cr in some of the towns of Persia~ in those places if
they fast it will be the cause of .trcuble- people will rise against them.
But in places where there is safety and security 1t should be kepta
Qo= In a family where it is diffigult, should one attenpt to keep the
rast? -
Ae= Difficulty is not a Preventative, ‘But if fasting gives rise to in-—
harmony it is injuricus. -
Qs= If it is difficult to take hreakfast before sunrise should one keep
the fast the best one can?
«v= If there be a preventative it should not he. kept, So far as cne can,
ses; but if there be any preventative at an; time, no. But after sun— .
rise one cannot eat. I used to fast from sunset to0 sunset; early worn-
ing was difficult for me, therefore when I ate in the evening I tcok
nothing else until the following evening.
Qs~ If one's health does not seew to permit of fasting should one keep
the fast} ?
«s= In that case the doctor must decide. The object is not this, that
~~ D00t eatin® is not forbidden but that eating is forbidden.. This is the
cbject: nct eating is not forbidden, but eating is forbidden.
Q«~ Vhen it is difficult or impossible to begin at sunrise is it per—
wissible to keep the fast as much &8s one can?
e~ Nos After the sunrise nething should be taken unless the doctor says
that fasting would be injurious (to one's health.) In that case one can
2at at any tiwe one wishes. But the whole time (of fasting) is only
twelve hours- this is nothing,
Qe— Some of the friends think the life is so strenucus in smerica that
it 'is not possible there to werk and keep the fast.
4«= In the Torah the coumand for fasting is frow sunset to sunset for
*hree days. For thres days and three nights they take nothing. This is
a6t cbligatcry. There are fasts cf three duys, seven days, and nine 5
‘r laysa Mr.X, in Persia, did nct pelieve this c-ula be dcne. He brought
i Jew and iwprisoned -hiw in r<oum and locked thes dacor, and did not
Ee_sormit anything (fcecd cr watgr) tc be taken tc %MwE him. Indeed, his
iscner tzck nothing for nine darys. not even water. Fer six da;s he
eTt, then he cculd not sleep any wore; but he was very weak. But now
- this revelation, it is-only fcr twelve hours— very littlea
~ Should those men euployed: in wmines, steel wills, etc., where it is
cessary tc edt often to keep up their energy, be exempted?
~ This depends upon the advice of an expert doctor. If the doctor says
ks t fasting whuld be injurious to the h.alth of such people they
a shculd not fast,
§ 9«= What is the age limite - e~ 'Seventy yearss

f e 00 Be #1212

{Trred and sent out, by the Spiritusl Houss of Los angeles, )’




HE IS THE GLORY OF THX NOST GLORIOUS!
0 GOD! 0 eoD!

Behold Thou the radiant faces made Joyous through
the Fragrances of the flowers of Thy Kingdom, EL ABHA, and illu~
mined with the Lights of Thy Supreme Concourse? Verily, Thou
seest that the temples of the bslievers are stirred by the fresh
breeses of the Mornings of Bternity, and the hearts of the pure
ones are attracted by the signs of the Sacred kysteries.

O Lord! Fill them with the ocups of joy! Enlighten
their faces by the rays emanating from the lamp of divine prog-
perity; cause them to hear tho sweet song of Holiness in the
Fose-garden of spiritual success; gladden them by listening to
the melodies of the loves cf “lght in the delectable, heavenly
fields, and sufler thesm %o enter into the laradise of ABHA, Thy
celestial gardens,

O ny Loxd! ¢ my Lord!l Intoxicate them with the Tine
of Knowledge; swoeten their Yastes with the delicacies of Lrayer
in the early morn snd eve; gather 1hem together in one congrega=
tion; confer upon thom a shelter; vroteet them in the Cave of Thy
Covenant aund Thy Testament; shield thenm from the doubts of the
violators and the evil sugrestions of the waversrs; make them
the mines of knowledge, wisdom and assurance; csuse their feet
to be firm and steadfast in the straignt Cathway and grant unto
them prosperity in whatmoever country they csll the peorle to
Thy Fame! Verily, Thou art the Loxrd of the Cause, and Thou
art Powerful to do whatsoever Thou desirest!

Abaul Baha Abbas.
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. 0 Thou Inoomparable God! 'Make Thou thewe hearts inti-
mate with Thy Mystery; suffer them to be dotached from the imown -

. and the unknown; suffer them $0 drink from the overflowing oup -
‘02 the Morn of Unity, and intoxicate them ‘with-the wine of “im
»'! not your Lord?" ¢ 3 i

O Lord! These servants are intoxicated and enanored
with Thee, These longing ones are attracted and snthralled
¥ith Thy Beauty.  They are the wandersrs of Thine Abode, the
lovers of Thy Countenance and the flock of gazelles of Thy Keadow.

0 Lord! ¥e are wandering in the desert of remoteness

) and are sgattered in the valley of deprivation. Send Thou to

us the lessenger of rrovidence and the Angel of Guidance, 80
that the Fragranoes of Thine Abode may reach to our nostrils,
the refulgent Light of Thy Countenance may illuminate the "house
of sorrows” of these grief-stricken peorle; the darkness of
night may be changed into the sunlight of day and the thorny
places of regret may be transformed into the garden of hope.
Verily, Thou art the Lighty, the Secr, the Hearer!

0 ye bolievers of God! ReJoice 4in tho Most Eminent
Bounty of your lord! RBg happy, for the favors of the Glad
Tidings of the Xing of the Xingdom arc unlimited, Be ye pre-
pared for the downpouring of the Cloud of Heray. Upon ye be
the Bestowals of your Lord, the Ancient! bilate your breasts,
inorease your fervor, exalt your ambition, add to your yearn-
ing and be rejoiced in heart, for God hath ehosen you from
amongst lis ocreatures for the sake of Hig lLove, Yerily, He
is the meroiful and element to you!l

Abdul Baha Abbas.




mmt ‘to an Anoruan

udnr mvealod sonral years oao. rro-
he Diary of Mirzs Ahmad Sohrabd.

HE 15 QOD!
0 thou tplrltm leaf, verdant and fresh through the wown-

pour of the ¥Xingldon of god!

Verg.ly. 1 doplore at the Thresmold of céa. the lighty, the
Fowerfrl, to nlmlne thy hgart ;vith the lights emanating frou
the heights of the xirisdom. to osuse thy tongne to spoak the
praise of f‘:be Jiving, Self-subsistent, Ztornal Lord, and to

_ Buffer thee to beoomo a shining light with the rays of knowledge,
_BO that {thou mayet . enlighten those vast citios and great states.

Verily, verily, ! say unto thse, the Covenant of God and
Rig Toutmnt ig the larmy with world-illuninseting rays, and from

-the surreme Conoourse it onligmone the horizons of the sarth

and heavm. Fhosoever sfations Mmselr in front of thiz Uivine
Light, his face will beconse ﬂlmingd with the Xanifest Glory,
hais apunix wiill becone effective in tho hearts and spirits, an
God shall reinforce him with yower wkioh penetrates the reali-
ties of all things. , .
) Upon ye bhe EL ABHA!

abdul Bgha Ahbas.
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* wfde and the agonies of revolution, revolt and unreat reach unto

'wxY8lU6B; snd thus do ihey lay and destroy the foundation of tueir

Tablet revealed from the Pen of Abdul Baha,
at Ranleh, September, 1913,

HE IS GOD!

0 thou who art holding fast to the Pure Hem, thou who art a
twig of the Blesced Tree!

Look thou with eesing eyes at the world about thee and at
the inhebitantc thercof. Upon the stage of this i:mense theatre
most spectagular plays are being ensated. On one aide thercof
thou wilt gee the victorious and the Yanquished legions of profit
and  loas, On the other side thou wilt observe tis waves ot the
80a of folly rising amd falling. Criep are being raised on evaery

the ears of progressive men. Thers is a tremendous strike and
clagh between capital and labor, and the war betwaen the arigto-
erats and dewocrats is curriad on rolentlessly with bow and arrow,
sword and javelin, Tie phalangzes of a great ammy are drawn in
battle array, each division bacinr its rosition. Arred troops
and artillery are te be found in overy rart o the field. ine
flash of the swords of eruity blind the eyns from even the rmost
reuots distance, the U ghtning effect of hreast-plate and lange
and the sparkie of the buockiems of hatred 11sh% up the nizht and
bewilder the Bight. In shors: strife, battle, slanghter and war
&re prepared in organized perlection,

On the other hand thou wilt hesr from overy house strains of
musie ars raised, and confusing melodieg of harp, lyre, eyrbal snd
flute sre heard, and med Tevelers are dareing %o the tunasn while
they are inebriated with tio wine of vanishing nlesmsures, In one
plece thou wilt benold the wanton and soiled decorations, and in
another the flirgy shows of %% §11dod clans of creatures. on the
one hand is to he seen the erbellishment and luxury made possible
through {llieit wealth, sud oa ths other hand the ravishing of
this mortal world of 1tg bean%ifil appearance,

¥rom different varts ars o ba heard sigae of anguish, lan=-
entation of poverty, ories of agony and risery, and the ealls for
BUGOJr nave rcached to Sia 8atn ot heavon, Une hears the weop~
ing ot the hoyeless, the appeals of the aprreasssd, the tremhling
BUrLUT8 0F the helrless and the harrowing wails of the ahip=rrecke
ed in the ses of perseoution. The heat of the conflasration of
ssraralion spreads oun gll sides, the fire v7 leaging is raging
vith great intensity and tae tonguss of the fismegs of calanmity
lear fortn in every ¢lroction. fierc onc sees the oppreasion of
kings and the thoughtlessness of cabinet ministers; there one geas
oonflict on the battle~field oz troughts and idecals by aubitious
generals, statesmen and adalnistrators of the nation ead gountriea.
They ocnsult, scLome, plot and exchange views; they Organizo falla=-
eious mud superfluous Gompanies and make false the establisghed

rolitical eareers.

In shoxrt, when thou observest tisse things with the eye of
reality, thou wilt see that ths outoore, result and fruit of a1l
these theatrios] nertormences are nirsges and their sweeiness is
bittorf{oimn. 4 Tew days the earth suall roll on its axis ana
thess eeting visions wili be comyletely Lorgotten,

“hen thoun shuttest thine eyes to tnisg dark world and look-
eat upward and Leavenward, thou wilt see lignt upon light atretahing

m eternity to eternity, ihe reality of the wysteries will be
revealed. Happy is the pare soul Who does not attaoh himgelf to
the transient conditions and somforts, but rather seoka to attach

e # (33D
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CONCERHING THE DIVINE MANIFESTATION.

An instruction from the MASTER. In the name of God the
nost Holy, the All-Xnowing, the Mighty!

0 thou who are gazing toward the direction of God and sub-
merged in His nearness and good rleasure!

Know thou that verily, the MANIFESTATION is not composed of
the four elements (earth, air, fire and water). Hay, rather He is
the Mystery of Oueness, (of) the Ancient Identity, the Eternal Essence
and the Unknowatle Reality, and that, verily, He can never be known
by any other eave Himself. Therefore one can ne%rer realize that He
hath appeared from any of the four elements, or from any of the sub-
stances mentioned by the tongue of philosophers, or from any of the
four expressjons of nature, such as heat, cold, dry or wet, inasmuch
as all these are created by His cormand and Will, which has ever been
and shall ever be separate and apart froam all else; even as He is now
in truth, on the Throne of Excellence and in revealed verses (Tablets)
unto thee which are creative in kindling the fire of love within thy
heart.

Is there anything endowed with utterance in the world that
mey be able to speak with Him? Or any revealer to arise with Him in
His CAUSE? Or any one existing to claim existance for himself? No,
by thy Lord, the Clement! All are evanescent and as nothingness.
Were one to be known by any beside Him, it would never be proven to
have its essence sanctified from eny similitude, its identity puri-
fied from likeness, and its signgleness from any created appearance.

&3 He is & Sea upon which no one can sail, inasmuch as all

thou marest sece in the Heaven and earth is created by His Word. 3y

: Peg ad A
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elf, the True One, were dis servaits to know Him as He is to bve

known, they wouid sever themselves Irom everything and would abide in
His vicinity dn such wise that kings would boast in glory to make
themselves subject to Him, their King, and the sultans would abandon
their crowns and hasten toward His direction in the path of His goed
pleasure. But since He is hidden from them,. they have fixed their
gaze upon others beside and are ﬂyiﬁg with the wings of eagles in
the sky of their superstitions and imaginations.

Test1fy tnou with thine essence; then with thyself; and
then with tongue, thut verily, there 1s no God but He! Ho other save
Hinself can know Him, and no one can ever approach Hin! VYerily Ke is
not s Manifestation in Himself, but, rather He is & Hanifestation in
His Identity, and this is what We have mentioned to thee in the Divine
Nystery and in the Fternal Essence.

As to the bodies, verily they are as thrones for His Mani-
festationg, of which no one is informed save Himself. These bodies,
although they heve eppeared in the world of creation, in the teamples
in which ve have formed them (Koses, Jesus, etc.) yet wert thou to
gaze upon them with the eve of reality and innate consciousness, thou
wouldst testify that, altho they are crected from the elements, yet
they are sanctified Ircm them %o such an extent that there is no sim-
ilitude between then.

Consider the dianond; can the stone bve compared to it? Thus
hath appeared in E1 Beyan, from the Presence of thy Lord, the Mighty,
the Powerful, the FPotentaie! Were they not to be their temples, the
bodies of His servants would not have been created. Wert thou
minutely to consiaer, thou wouldst find that verily, all in Heaven
and earth are created from taeir outward temples aid that all the
worlds of thy Tord seek help-from the appearance of the ¥anifestation

of God. the Prites-:r +1a
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In every world He appears, acscirding tc the capacity of tha*
world. For examrle, in the world cf spirits He manifests Hiaself to
then and appears unto them with the signs of a Spirit. So, liko.wise
in bodies in the worla of lames sud Atiridbutes, and in the worlds
which are not known to any save God. All of these worlds have their
position from this Manifestation. He appears unto them as His ¥orm,
so that He, their Lord, mey airect them and araw them nesrer to the
seat of His Cormand, and cause them to attain to that which was or-
dained for then. As His Reality is not Xnown, so, lixewise, all that
is related to Hin is not known, except to a certaiu dezree.

Think over thine identity: would it not consist in the
expression and order of the five senses? Ciherwise the limbs would
become inactive, the eye would never see, the ear would never hear,
the tongue would never speak, the hand would never zrasp, and the fors
would never move, altho He sways and rules over all, for God has made
the use of all dependent upon Him. Vet He sees thru the ear, and
speaks with the tongue... ¥ert thou to reflect upon this, thou wouldst
find even this to be His fuidance in such menner that His dignity is
not defective thru these atiachments and instruments.

Cousider a goldsmith; verily he malkes & ring and altho ne
ig its maker, yet he adorns his finger with it. Likewise thru God,
the‘ Exalted, appears the clothing of His creatures. This is thru
His favor, so that His servants may not flee from Him, but that they
nay approach Him ana rest in His Presence, hear His Wonderful Melo-
dies, =znd be venefited by that which proceedeth from His mouth and by
that which ¥Ye reveals unto them Trom the Heaven of His Will... There
is a wisdom in this, wert thou %o reflest upcn it with the duration

wiaich thcu hadst

o
3
ot

of God, tnou wouldst aiscover, at every mu
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ot found before.

Verily, were God, the Exalied, to appear in His (prozer)
grade snd form, end in g marner befitting His 5tation, no one could
ever approach Him or :ndure to be near Him. Fer exemple, coisider
the -throne, the seuat and tlie chair. All these aré made by certain
of His creatures, thru the confirmations which descend upon then from
the Heavens of His Grace and the clouds of His Bounty. He estab-
lished Himself upon them. Before He is seated nc one knows them or

coasiders them important, for they find-them simply articles nade bty

their own hands. Zut when He is estzblishesd upon them, every rela-
tion is cut from them and they tecome the Throne of the Merciful fod,
and the realities of all things that are created in Heéaven revolve
around tnem.

Then only the most discerning, the most persevering cf the
perceiving can realize their value. Every oile wno is endowed with a
clear insight will behold that they were created bsfore the creation
of Heaven and earth, and that this has ever been the Throne of the
Merciful, and will forever te as it was; that ther'e is no relaticn,
counection, similarity or reference between that Throne and all elsc
save it, and that all things testify with their inmost tongue. Ver-
ily thess (bodies) are the Thrones of the Merciful One. They have
o like in creatiocn ner any equal in the world of emanation. From
their elements all Xave appearcd in such wise that thou wilt find
that, verily, from their fire the fire hath appeared in the universe
and hath spoken in the blessed Braach of Unity in the lofty Sinai tc
dcses the Interlocuter, and that from their waters thou findest ever:
soul living and immoriml. So, likewise, &alter this manner consider

its other elements; wut with manifest ceriainty. Tihiis was the men-

whercon He was estahlished.
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Fow iusn wtove this then. will be the station of His Chair?
and that uron wiiich Ke stands® (The Frophets). All that which We
have revealed aind mentioned u=te thee, in this Tablet, is according
to the -language of ithe npiople of creation; otherwise, by the One in
the grasp ¢f whose power are all taings. Verily we have utterances
concerning this Station such 83 are not befitting to mention in these
days auring which the peouple have differed and (neve) cast the Lord
of ‘Lovds behind them and have made an idol by the hands of lust aad
have circled ernund and become one of those who are attached to iv.

Blessed art thou for that whibh God hath desired for thze,
becaisc thou kast walied in the path of His good pieasure until thou
hast presenved thyself before His Face, tle Shining, the Rediant!

His Manifestation for His creatures has ever been thru His
creatures, just as He manifestsdHimself unto thee in +ruth and de-
livered thee from the depths of tlie suggestions of those who have
denied God and have striven with himself, and at every moment have
taken for themselves cther gods than God, and are of the people of
opposition and error in the Manifest Book of Might.

Wert thou to be submerged in the Ses of Power and Might,
thou wouldst sursly know, verily God, who is Wonderful to iake one of
these things made by Him, to te the iaker of s&ll that which He de-
sires. ’

There is no God but He, the Powerful, the Highty! Every
Power is in this, wert thou to reflect! Every Grace is in it, wert
thou of those who perceive! I beg to God to manifest ﬁie Cause in
all countries, aid that the servants may attain such a position that
He may explain to ihem that which He desires, withovt veiling or con-
cealuent; that He may teach ther the wonders of His kxnowledge and
provide them with the fruits of the Tree of His Grace and Beneficence,

and that they may becone conterted, thru His effluence, and +hat all,
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and that they may beccme conteuted, thru His e.ffluez;c_e, and that all
may become powerful thru His Power, the Imrregnable, the High and
Inaccessible!

By the One thru whose Cormand all are roved, had I found
the people as We created them, I would have opened the Door of Doors
of Kercy and inner Siguificences so that they would behold all the
Mysteries with their eves and subdue all the lands thru the names of
their Lord. Eut thou beholaest the creatures and hecrest that which
proceeds from their mouths; therefore the Bounty is restrained, ex-
cept so many of its drops as thou hest discovered. Verily thy Lord
witnesseth end is well informed thereof. Were We to manifest our-
selves more than that wuich we have nanilested, dogs and deniers
would surround Us.

Thus hath the Cock of the Throne crowed and the Dove coced.

Beware that thou mayest be of the thankful. Praise b=
unto God, the Lord of the creatures! Altho these bodies have appear-
ed in the form of different bodies, yet wert thou to consider with
the eye of reality, thou wouldst find that they are sanctified from
the elements, nor is there any likeliliccd between them, as the
aiamond, altho similar to other stones and crystal substaices, yet
bears no resemblance to then, In the next verse He ssys: "Were
there not the temple of the Divine Manifestetiors of God, the bodies
of the creatures would not have been created. Wert thou attentively
to consider, thou wouldst find that all vhich is created upon the
eerth and in the Heaven is indeed created thru outward temples, so
that all the worlds nay be assisted by the appearauce of Divine Mani-
festations. For example, the world of spirits taru Epirits; the
world of bodies thru bLodies; the world of Fames and ettritutes thru
llames and attributes and that ell of them ney thereby heccme mani-
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Also, He said that no one can know the reality of their
essence 50, likewise, they cannot know the things related to thenm.

Here the Beloved kas given an illustration of ithe Thrcne
which is the seat of the Manifestations of the Comrmand of God. He
says: "Were a discerning one to comsider with the sight of reality,
he would find that tizis Throne has been forever the secat upon which
God has been established, and that there is no coimection ur rela-.
tion Dbetween it and the other created heiigs; that all the existing
elements of the world have appeared from tnat Throne.” Then He has
said: "All We have mentioned is according to the language of the
peorle of creation; ctierwise ¥e have utteradi.ces which are not %o be
mentioned in these aays.

Now reflect a little with discrimination on the greatness
of the Manifestation, the greatress of His Temple, the greatuess of
thet which is related to ‘Him, and the greatness of the day and the
hour of His Advent. Tnerefore all the Heavenly Books havVe propae-
sied of this great hour and have called it "The Great Hessage®.

Blessed art thou who hast attained the knowledge of this
Hour, and in this Day Last arisen from the grave of heedlessuess,
and hast attained the Life of Faith aid Xnswledre of the Beauty of
Abhe! Such are the companiciis of the Ark of Deliverance. They
are driukers from the Wire of Life. They are the firm ones in the
Testeaszut 20d Covenant in the Tay of Resurrection. They are the

reople of BAHA, and the servants of the Center of the Covenent.
(Signed) 2BDVL-BAMA-ABRAS.

(Translated zr /. E. il.au.)
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*1 WILL MAKX VICTORIOUS VROMSOXVER
vmmsxnmgmvxcxornmsz.-

ﬁor Blessed Perfeation, Barau'llah, in a olear text, hath
promised us in the Book: “¥Yaxily, I tghold you from the Noxdzen
L ANEA and 2id) make yigtoricus shomacever will arise in the
Roryiog of My Cause with tha hosts of the Suvrems Conoourse snd
Ahe sohorts of ihe faversd ancela-” '

Proise be to' GOPl That this viotery and sonfirmetion became
viaible and manifest and hath shone forth from the horizon of the
world like unto the sunl v

Therafcre, O ye frisnds of GOD! Show ye forth an eszrnest
endeavor &nd display ye r resolute effort, so that ys mey h;oma
assisted in the adoration of the Ancient Beauty and the Manifest
Light, to be the cause of spreading the Light of the Sun of Truth;
to infuse into the dead, antiquated body af the world & mew spirit;
to onst in the fields of the hearts pure sesds; to arise in the
sorvios of the Cause; to speak with eloguent tongues; to becoms
candles of guidence in the mssemdlage of ths world; to dbecome
‘shinlng stars In the horizen of the existent beings; to become
meroiful birds In the rose-garden of oneness) to sing the melodies
of roalities and significances; to spond every breath of your ex-
istence in the service of this eonspicuous Light; so that in the
tnﬁ e way be freed from loss and failure, and ettain to the in-
exhaustfvle treasury of the Kingdom.”

From & Tadlet by Addul Baha.
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iho umong ue is poor in tnie Day of GOD, wherein
: tne 0ift frow shove "descends in torrente upon &11 perts
i of tke plobe" ¥

N

Abdul-Behe Baysi-

nThen, know thou that the power of the Jord of GOD

ip effective soth in the spirit ernd 4he body, ond the in-
Tlusnoe of the Spirit of COD is predominant over the mater-
jal, ws well sas the ossentisl and spiritusi; end that, vor-

y oD is powerful in &11 things, snd that the sipns

5] Fave eX0%erioc and 50torio (resning), and neither
their outward provents thoir inward nor their inward {doth
provent) thoir outwsrd (meaningl.”

Abdul-Baha 8180 BEYSS "GoD does not ask from &ny
soul exeert agcording to his sbility;" end, “ihosoever
comes with one good act, GOD will rive him tenfold. There
15 no doubt Tasb the }iving Lord chsll assist and confirm
the generous soul.”

)

#hen we long %o give to the Mashrak-el-Azker end
the Csuse of COD, may we not hesitate to pive the smellect
coln, if that is our all. If sny soul appurently has noth-
ing to give, lst him pray the prayer o? faith thet he may

i be engbled of G0D %o muke his offering, smell though it
i ney be, &8 men count; thst the sord of our Boloved mey be
! fulfilled, s He Bays:-

nIf #1l the friends in Americeyin all cities end
hamlets, eccint, this offering w31l prove socepteble in
the Xingdom of the Sun of the Horizona."

“If thou encounter poverty, gfiavn not, for in tae
Timc the King of Richee will desoend to thee.”

L w1 psk from the Dounty of the True One the good of
g both worlds in thy behslf.™
In His Love snd Service,

Your aister,

] i c 2w t—
) ;36-&,;6




. TABLET REVPALXD BY BAHA'U'LLAK

y

Esta.'bliahinz Abdul Beha Lb'bull as Nm OFNTER OF THE COVENANT.

T emws

Translated by Mirza Valiolah Khan Vargha
: Teheran, zmn Degember 11, 1913.

e

Vbri],y, the Tongue of the Anoient gives glad tidings to those
who ure "in the world, concerning tho Appearance of the GREATEBT
NAME, and {Who) takes His Covenant among the nations.

70211)’, He is Myself; the Ehining-place of My Identity; the
Fast of )(y CGause} the Heaven of My Bounty; the Saa of My Will; the
Lamp o% f(v Guidance; the Path of My Justiee; the Standard of My
Laws., ;

‘l'!;a one who has turned to Him hath turned ¢o My Face and is
111um£ne¢ thzough the Lights of My Beauty, has seknowlsdged My One-
ness and .{qgnreaaed My Bingleness.

The ione who has denied Him has been deprived of the Ba.luﬂ.l
of ﬂy—»n}u; and of the Xawther of My Favor; the Cup of My Mercy, and
of the Iln‘ through whigh the eincere ones have ®een attrasted and
the mono'shn!ﬂn kave taken tugm in the Air of My Xindness, whioch
no one hath known exoept the One Wiom I have taught the Thing that
has been ;mulod in My Hidden Table.
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COPY,
L9,
To  the maid-servant of God, ¥rs. Corinne True.
Upon her be. Baha.'Ullah.
HE IS GOD!
fb thou who art attracted by the Pragrances of Godl

Be raJoiced through the Grace of thy Lord dnd happy through
the Bounties of thy God, the Most Marcirul of the merciful.

Thy Lord hath indeed chosen thes ‘for His Love, gulded thse un
the Straight Path, nttracted thee, by the Magnet of His Enowledge, from
among women, and crowmd thee with the diadem of Guidance among the mai
servants,

Praise thy Lord for this great Favor, Heavenly l{erc,( and the

, Bounty which hath no equal in the world of creation. )

Gladden the maid-servants of the Merciful, through the Grace :
thy Lord. Thus their breasts may become dilated by the Holy Pragrance:
emanating from the Kingdom of El-ABHA.

o Soon the Lights will glisten and the Sun of Truth will shine
with a burning ray in that country. = At that time the mald-servants whe
are firm and constant, will rejoice, while every doubtful soul -whe wave:
will regret. Woe xmto him! - Woe unto him! in that day wherein the
'boloved will attain Joy 'by the uurromding Kingdom of thy Lord, the

: 'i’rocious the Beneficent! Verily the end ig for them who are ushered
b nto the Tents of the Covenant of thy Merciful Lord.

Upon thee be greeting and praise.
(signed) Abdul-Baha Abbas.

ranslated by Mirsa Fareed Ameen, June 9, 1903, Chicago, Iil.)
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Abdul EBahe's Dream about America 14

Extract from & letter by Anna Watson, Akke, october I8, 19dh.

one morning at early tes Abdul Bahe told us that he had & drear
about Anerice. He said that there were nany sincere, earne st souls ther
He suid thet in His dream he thought he was in a l&rge room
/ with & number of the Persians (naméng them) and others also of the
i teachers there. Thes® told him thet there were meny earnest believers
1 in Americe, but tnet they were far apart and all rlsying on different
mvalcel instruments, so thet they did not play in harmony.

/L
. AbduliBehe seid*l wilil see what I cen do. Finding one, 1 told
hir to stey until I brought others to him, but when I came back with
enother, ths first had gone away piring on his instrurant .¢
And oo it was; I could never get them tcgsther. He added,
*When I awoke, 1 was very tired.*
kiss B. seld ghe hored he would dream ugain that they wwre all
vnited, and He mmilsd.
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Extracts from the Words ;f Abduk Baha on Violation.
¢ ¥ & & £ ¢ #

Judas Iscariot must not be forgotten: the divine sheep must
constantly be guarded against devouring wolvesj t] ight of the
Cause of God must be protected from contrary winds by means of a
chimney; the oppressed fowls must be shielded against the birds
of prey; blooming roses should be saved from the outstreched hands
of injustice, and the lambs of God must be fortified against the
fierceness of the ravenous animals.

Were it not for the protecting powér of the Covenant to guard
the impregnable fort of the Cause of God there would arise among
the Bahais, one day, & thousand different sects as was the case in
former ages, but in this Blessed Dispensation, for the sake of the
permanency of the Cause of God and the avoidance of dissension a-
mongst the people of God, the Blessed Beauty (May my soul be a sac-
rifice unto Him) has, through the Supreme Pen, written the Covenant
and the Testament: He appointed a Center, the Exponent of the Book
and the annuller of disputes. Whatever is written or said by Him
is conformable to the truth and under the protection of the Blessed
Beauty. He is infallible, The express purpose of the last Will
and Testament is to set aside disputes from the world.

Praise be to God that the belivers in America.are steadfast,
but the firmer they are the better, that no one might be able to
initrude and introduce disputes, for disputes destroy the foundation
of God's Institution. 1

(Prom Tablet to Mr. Wilhelm, . Trans. Aug. 12, 1914.)

Extract from a Tablet to Miss Alma Knobloch, Stuttgart,
April 2, 1910.

All that is contrary to the Teachings of Baha'o'llah is wrong,
and you must never accept it. What has taken place is a test. The
friends must be firm and steadfast in the midst of tests.

If an angel should manifestly come down from heaven, and if a

"word contrary to the Teachings of Baha'o'llah would proceed from his

lips, it would be wrong and you should not heed it.

*Let them be awake! Let them be mindfull As soon as they see
& trace of violation of the Covenant they must hold aloof from the
violators.*

"Such souls are nothing but pure harm to the Cause of God, and
it is very well that they go out, for the abominable deeds of such
souls are like unto an axe at the root of the Cause."

(Btar of the West, Vol. 4, page 174)
Be /3]
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- Talk given by Abdul Bah& 7 to Miss Mary lesch, 'Mrs lanyon, Mrs tlater,

and Kiss Gertrude Bulkera at the Plaze Hotel, Cnicago, on Thursiay

3 evening, oct .31, I912;"Dr. Ameen U. Fareed interpreting. Téken sten-

2R grapnhicelly by Miss Gertrude Buikema, 3 - T

Velcone, Exceedingly Welcore! Wnen I reached Los Angeles end san
3 Francisco u great commotion wae 80t Up. Oreat intrest was mabfested by
P the newsparers, by the Universities and the churches, The sreeches were
t{( . 1Bpgthy an4 th e  Cause was procleimed. Arguments and evidences were ad-
o vanced, rutifying and validating the Teachings of Baha'o'llsh. Not a
4 single soul dissented. All listened with perfect scquiescence sand all wer
unanimous in their rraises, even the ministers.

The frierds of Los Angeles and san Friscdsco were very firm in the
govenunt and Testument; they are ox¢eedinsly rirm. If they should sense
the least violation on the pert of any rerson, thety shvn him entirely for
they know this is the csuse of their becoming lukewurm; the cause of thei-
beling weakened; because sguch psople are not occupied with anything exce;
extinguishing the lemps which have been ignited by the Kignt of the
Govenant . For instance, the irm ones ‘tench a person; then the Nakeazeen sc
to him ap4 they cause suspicion #wntil they become lukewarm. There have
been Nzkazeen here (in Caleago) for twenty years. thet have they done?

Nothing. Have they been sble to teach enybody? Have they been able to spx

i church? Have they been able to al#esss an audience? Kave they been

£ eble to meke zny body firm? They are doing nothing exeept eytinguish lamy

which ve ignite and putting such lamps out; thet is all they do.

The friends in 8an Frencisco are exceedingly rirm. They.do not associste
in their homes with any Nakazeen. A certain Nakezeen went there; no body
would lock et him. Nobud¥ sroke to him. Vheregver he went, they turneq
hin away. They said; » You ere not with us end us long &8 you are not wit

ug, wnut have yocu to do with us?r You nust be &8s firm as & mévntuin.
Tod2y the most important agfeir ig firruess in the Covensnt, because
firmness in the Covenant wards off differences. .

Arter His Holiness ghrist, there were many who appeered who were
ipstrumental in creating factlons, 1issensions. It wag not known as to
waich one wa yursuing the rignt way. por exzmple, there appeared one. amo.

‘her. whose née was Nustor (?) who suid that carist was not a Prophet
of Ood's Prophets. Another division was oreated. The (atanolics who de-
clared Jesus Christ to be the Son of God; even they pronounces Him to be
ivinity Himself. Another division wa: created, the Prodéetsants - tnhat
E:xrls% *as Possessed of pwo elemesnts, u human elorent und a divine
elenent. In short, the retigion of chrict was A1vided; ‘division was cres:
ed ani it was not kuown us to who was rursuing the right pathvay, becsus
there was no -appointed ceuter to ¥hom Cnrist referreq svery one, whose
word was to be & Qateway. If His HolinesyCarist hus taken u Covenant wit.
eny soul, summoning eil to cling to His Word us correct, then it would
have been evident as to what was veracity. . : E
Beceuse there wagwv aprointed beok, every one declared, saying;
‘W2 are -the right pathway and the others are not,* But the Blesseq
Perfection, Baha'p'llan, %o ward off such dlissonsions, 8o that no interesc:
ed rersgon: shouldpreate wny division or belief, aprointed a Cerntral Person:
declaring Him to the Expounder of the Book. That is, eople do not gener:
\\ 1y understamd the meaning of the Book, but He does understand.
“He 1s<the Expounder of YHe My Book and T O Ny Testamentv.
in the last two ver.es of the Book are revealea #xplicit instruotions
Goglaring -that,= varter se, you ‘should turn your attention ‘to'a-daistinct
3 s Jaid -wnatsoever e 8ays ‘18 Correct.* And in the Book of the

. L] (-} 10 &, ) >
4.L0E B these t¥o verses are meant sucn snd such & Jerso
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n all Kis Tablets and Books He has praised the firm ones in the (ovenant
and He has anathematiged those who &re not firm in the Oovenant, end in all
Hig Teblets He said: “Verily, shun .those who are shaken in-the Covenant. '
Ve,x‘aly, God 1ig the Confirmer .of the firm ones.* In His prayers He has said:
s Ygoal render those who are #iirm in the Covenant as dear. Degrede those ¥
who are not firm in the "Covenant. o God! be &he Protector of him and ’
confirm him who confirms the Osnter of the Qovenant.®
kany are the uvttereances regarding the Covenant, so that in the.
Blessed Causs, there should be no diessensions. No one should say: Sk opinic
1s this.* No one should say; *Ky thought is tnis.® That they may kno¥ who
~i8 the Expounder. Vgatisoever he says is correct. He has not left any room
Jor dissension -~ not at all. of course, it is certain that in the world
thers are those who are antagonistic; there are those who are followers of
gssion; there are those who follow their own thoughts, there ere thosse
YXI’RO like to create 4aissension in the Cause. For exumple, Judas Iscariot was
one of the disciples, but he betrayed Christ. Such things have fiappened in
the past, but now the Blessed Beauty has 4declered: "This person is the
pxpounder of Xy Book end all must turn to Him.® And this to woard off dissem—
sion. The purpose of the Blessed one is to create not eny difference.
Not with standing all this, there ere certein souls here and u few souls in
scca who nave violuted this command. For twenty years the Nakazeen have
done nothing. Have they here in chicago? The friends must be like the friend
in San Franeisco. Whever they sense the leest violation from anyone, they
shovid says ®@et out of here! You must not aszooiste with us.v
The following are eeminiscences of conversations taken the same evening
between the same perties but not taken stenograpnicelly.

1n gnswer to the Question asked by one ofthe four lsdies as to how we
wovld be sble to know e Nakazeen, Ebdul Baha replied: °*Would you know &
donkey if you say onet®

In furthur explaining th ebsoiute necessity of keeping aloof from the
Nakazeen, Abdu) Baha cited the following exsmple; vIn eny army containing
Iooo well men andi one consurptive, the Iococoe well men could never cure the
onesick man of consumption, but the one sick man could contaminate the
whole urmy of Iooo well and make every one of them sick.®

one or the ledies present asked Abdul Bahe to name the Nekazeen iu
chicago. His rerply we ; vFor me to name a Nakazeem, would be en everlasting
condemnsation againgt that person. It would be a2 black mark that would
never be arased.®
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. Part of &
~Temple, Chicage, Novermbex 28, 1909, by Mr. Albert R. VWindust.
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sson giveh in parlor adjoining Cerintaian Hall, Masonie

. THE COVEHANT AND TrSTANITHT.
‘ Tie Covenant and Testament, in its hifheat meaning, refers to
"'ER WORD MADE FITSH" - the Manifestation of God to man thro Yan -

in ®very epoch.  Buch were Adam, Joah, Abraham, Hoses, Jesus, }o-

- hagmed " BAHA10 ' LIAH,

Adam made & Covenant and Testament that God would finish Fis
work in six days and rest the soventh;*** the others confirmed that
Covenant and renewsd it, und in BAHA'0'LIAX (The Glory of God") it
was fulfilled. He was tas finisned work of the Creator, a Perfect
duan. . He 18 called "The Blessed Perfection.”

There are ether meaninge to the Covenant and Testament vhieh we
will not mention today, and as the subject is deep and the time lim-
ited, @s can only touch oa what has been said rogurcing

THE VOTD 1:ADR YIRSH.

Tue Covenant und Testament is as & "golden tareud” running thro
the Bacreg Seriptures, which, if followed, leuds tne seeker for Truth
out of the maze of mystery surrounding tas 0ld wnd Hew Testauents of
the Pible. ~Consider now the WORD OF GOD, syeaking thro Adem, stated
that tae Oreutor would "finish His wori" by making man in "His own
image,” o8 we have just stated. This divine "seed® of the WORD
rlanted in tae "soil" of mankind, waich Adam "tilled ," was the germ
of ths future Heavenly !lan und tie "pronise® of the coming of Kis
"kingdom of Feuven" upon eurtii. The TOZD turo Noah was tais same
"promise” renswed, embryonic still, seeningly an insignifioant
"kingdom" « 8 Small a8 "u grain of mustard seed" yet safe in the
Ark (of the Covenunt) ulthough surrounded with: the "flood of water"
in the womb of this world. The TORD of Abraham is this same Cove-
nant und Promise of « coming "orild."  Although he could not dis~
cern it, believing aumanity "barren® of any spiritusl attaimment, yet
before his "day" pussed, signs of 1life of tnut kingdom were apLarent
and Abruhiwa greatly rejoiced. The VORD of "the law" thro i‘oses is
likened to the firm, rigid bony siructure of tais daveloring "chilan
of tae kingdom, destined "in dus tirs" to P£ill the whole earth."
During tais jeriod alternating paroxyems of Joy, sarrow, peace, hope
and lamentution of the VORD cume thro the liessengers un& Prophets;
taus David, Solomon, Imalel, Jeremiuh, Ezekiel, Daniel, et al, con-
firmad the "life" of this "aotive ohild" moon to be "delivered.”

The YORD thro Josus Carist prooluimed tae "birth" of this ¥ohild" and

“¥'we Tead for the first time in tas sacred recerd of the *breath®.of

the Holy Spirit entering into the "little flook" wio were to go forth

“ into all nations and rroolaim the Gospel (i.64;"good news) of ths
. “ooming" of the Wingdom. Lepeatedly Ile used the illustratio:n.of. .
» tae Menlld", saying: "And the iingdom of heaven is like unto a lit-
iotle ohild.t' . i ik

| *SeTHR GIX DAYS OF CEPATION. o
. Adaz Noah Abrahsm ifoses Christ Mohamed Baha'oillan
et end K Brd : :

1o dayy . day  day . day | dey
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The WORD thro Mohumed**s is likened unto the schoolmaster who
disciplined this "youth® of the kingdiom. 3
The WORD thro Baha'o'llah is:likened unto the full-grown man,
the perfeotion of that hidden in the embryo of the "xingdom of heav-

en" planted on earth by Adum. It is the condition of maturity and
the "day of judgment® and dinoerment.r

Conoerning this simple pian of the ages « yet sublime in its
simyl:.;ity = we will quote from the Tsblets of Abdul Baha, Vol. III,
page 7%

"0 thou servant of God! Unjuesetionably, thro the Manifestationr
of the Infinite Power in tihis glorious age, wonderful signs will ap-
rear in tine world and great changes are seen in the rresent and
proriged in the future, for the WORD of God is like unto the Spirit,
and the contingent world 1ike unto the embryo in the womb of tha
nother. Througa the power of the Spirit suoh various chunges and
met:zmor;:."?oaes becous apparent, transforming them from one form to
anotiaer. .

‘And on page 535, Vol. III: ¥Tae Cuuse of Taha'o'lluh is the
saae u8 thne Cause of Carist. It is the same Temyle and tie same
Foundation. Foth of tiaesa are spiritual springtimes and seusons of
the soulerefresning azakening and the cause of t.ae re.ovation of the
1life of mankiné, The springtime of thls year is the same a8 the
BLringtime of last vear. The origins and ends are tne same. The
sun of toduy im tans sun of yesterday. In the coming of Christ tne
cGivine teachings were given in accordance witn tae infancy of the
Auman race. Thie teacaings of Faha'o'llah have tie same busic yria-
ciples, but ars ascording to tie stage of the maturity of the world
and tae reguirements of tiis illwunined age "

dext weei we will continue tais subject, -

***It is well known that many of tae scisnoss and arte enjoyed
today were introduced into Furope, during the "uiddle ages,” thro a
ioharmmedan seat of leurning, Cordova, Spain. The Arabs and }oors
were an industrious veople, und tihe agriculture of Spain vas in a
most Tlourishing condition during their ocoupation of tie country.
They introduced pluitations of sugur, rioce and cotton. Tue Moars
of Spuin made the first baper manufastured in Turope; and their car-
vets «nd Bilke, their gold and silver eubroidery, their manufacturcs
in steel and lesther wers long unrivaled. %e are indebted to tiue
Sarucens of Spain for the elements of many of tae useful 8ciences,
especially ohemistry, = They introduced the simple Aradbic figures
wialon e use in Aritmmetic., They tuugat mathenatics, astronomy,
pailosopny and mecicine, and wewe so superior in knowledge to tie
C.qrietizsz; nations of Europe tiat many Christians of all nations went
to be educated in the Arabian schools of Cordova.
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A Teaching from Abdui Baha . = IHZ PLAGUES OF BGYPT. /9

It is very évident that the account of the Ten Plagues of
Igypt cannot b meant or understoed literally. For if one only
of .these terrible afflictions had befallen any King, he would at
once have submitfed. He would not have waited and deferreﬁ his
submission after such a calanity as the changing of all the water
of his country into blood had happened to him,

Reflect: When omce the Germans had dsfeated Napoleon III,

L3 submitted, Then why did the Sulten of Turkey grant a Consti-
tution to his people? Only because one General and a few sol-
disrs had damanded it and threatened him.  He d1d not wait until
8ll the army had revolted, I= it possible to suppose tlmtf ir
God had caused all ﬂ:e firat-bom in Ruaﬁia to die, the Czar would
not have given way? If the ﬁmpe’roi‘ of Gel;na.ny had seen all ths
water in Germany turned into blood, or if the SBultan of Turkey had
seen all his country enveloped in darkness, would they not have
immediately submitted?

Therefors .we nw Plainly see that the intention and msaning
of ‘these events is symbolical, and that they have a spiritual
aeaning., They are not to be und;erstcodv as literal oocurrences.

The river of Bgypt being changed into blood, signifies that
for the Bgyptians it was very difficult for theu to take ‘in and to
ive by the Religion of God, just as it would have been impossitle
.’ox; them to drink blood. But for the Jews tix:la religion was as
the Water of Life. The thick darkness signifies the darkness of
error which aur}oundod Fharaoh's people. The mosquitos, frogs, &c
8ll signify spiritual hardships and trials, The Plague signifiec
& spiritual diaeq.ge; the thunder and hail show the angsr of God,

At last the Beyptiens, beceuss of their unbelief, were dromn
ed in the river of error, which is the sea of Death ada Ds struc-

tion. . .
To I. D:, Britiinghem . Translated in Ake - Feceived April,oe
s o S = B(‘Q73‘(




87, Jomw, Chapter VIII,
2

Veraes I to II, This story needs no explanation. The meaning of it

; Versss II

| £ (") "

is plainly to bs understoocd.

. "Heither do I condemn thoe; 8% and sin no more,"

This shows we mhould never leck upon the faults of others, but
oenly eonsider our ewn faulte, Thsn the Master told the follow-
ing parable:~

A man onoce, as he was walking, saw a wonderful sight, In
a cortain place there wers three men, The first of these wap
blind, but he could see things that were very distant., The
second was dsaf to all near sounds, but he could hear things '
that were vory far off, The third was naked, but he held in
hig hands very carefully, a long hem of a garment, The man
asked a teacher the meaning of this strange sight, The in-
terpretation of it was thie: These thres men represent human-
ity. The rirst, who could only e8e things that were Yory
distant, but was dlind to all that was near him, means t}mt
psople can generally ses very ¢learly the faults and shorte
comings of other natures, and of thoes who are from them;
but their own faults ars too nsar thom to bs perceived, The
second man was able to hear of the deaths of ethers; but his
own death was too near him to be heard, The third, who was
quite bare, shows that in this state man comes into this world,
and in this state it is Guite certain he must leave it; and
though ke knows this very well, yet he sponds his whole time
in oarefully preserving the hem of & garmant from being soiled,
to 20, '.\'hiro 15‘ & great differences betwsen GOD and all orea~
tures. All the oreation is in darkness, but GOD is the Light,

Jesus sayst "I,g,)n the Light of the world: he that followeth
me shall not vnlkin gu-knnn. but shall have the light of xxr'i.-*




The }ight here spoken of means the Light eof His Perfection, merc

i —

! and goodness, love, holiness, truth, unworldliness, righteous-
ness, purity, ets,
*He that followeth me®, that is, he that doop as 1 do, and is
characterized with thess atiributes, then he ie not in the
(V. 13 darkness., The Pharisses argue that if a man says “I am good™
V and go bears regord of himself--his record is not trus,
(V. 14) But Jesus answors "Ye judge after the flesh", (that is, you
(v. 15} can only judge ms bodily--you are not able to judge me gpirit-
ually--you ara not capable of it)., "And yst if I judge my
(v, 16) Judgment is true,® ¥e have saon befors that He said to the
woman "neither do I condemn thse®, thus roefusing to judge her,
Then Me continues, "I am not alene; but I and the Pather that
sent me®~=that is, the Light of the Father is ‘in Him, Then in
verse 18! "Ys neithsr know me, nor My Father: If ye had known
¥e, ye would have known My Pather also." Vhilst Jesus was in th
world, ¥e was the Light of ite-and nc one could receive light
except through Him,
(v, 23) *Ye¢ are from bensath%-i, &, the material world: "I am from
above®-i, &, the spiritual world,
(V. 25) Evan the same that I said unto you from the baginning, that
is, the Son of the Father.
(Vv 30-31} If ye continue in my werd, _than are yo my disciples indeesd,
The ¥aster said there are three kinds of bolisfi-
L (1) %o confess with the lips only,
{2) To confess with the mouth and belleve with the heart in
sincerity--but not to do-- acoording to our belief,
(3) To confese and truly believe~--and alsc to live as the

heart believep-~then indeed are we the disciples and follewers

of Christ.

wae
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(V 43=44) fThere are two kinda of relationships--spiritual and earthly,
iy "Yo cannot hear My Word"-i, e, Ye have not the spiritual ears ¢o
hear with, "Ye are of your father the devil®-i, e. Yo have the
same evil qualities of a spiritual murderer, Canaan was not the
gpigitual son of Noah--only his eartkly son., Your Pather Abrahar
saw Ky day gpiritually and was glad.
. » . . -
8T, JORN, Chapter IX,
(V1te 8) In this passage Jesus taught th;t. reincarnation wae not
true. Mis disciples asked why was this man born without sight,
¥as it becaus¢ in a former existence thip man had committed a
great crime, anci 80 he was punighed for it by GOD sending him to
earth again without sight? Or was it bscauss his parants had
sinned? Josus answered that it was neither oi"thase reagons=-
but in order that the words and bounties of GOD might be made
known to tha pecple,
If GOD invarlably created man with the great gift and bless-
ing of sight, then at last poople would come to think that it wa:
& natural fact or law of natures that man must be born with this
gift--and they would not realize that 0OD might have created
them without it,
(V 4=5) Thilst Chriset the Light of the Vorld, is on ths earth, then
it is day--when He goes, the night will coms,
The ground or earth (of _which Christ made the healing clay)
C represents the fact or truth of GOD; the sxplanation and interpr
tation of it came from the 1ips and mouth of Christ., These two
mingled together gave gight to the blind man~-that is, spiritual
sight, which is the great gift Christ gave him: and the whole
miracle must be interpreted in this spiritual sense, Christ
told the man to go and wash in the pool of 6iloam, which was in
the neighborhood, because in that day all the teachings of Chris

hn and His disciples cans from thut’ennh_; and rtlig};
¢ RBCH(35 &
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V. 51-39,

55,

Therefore, Jesus said to him, "Oo and wash in this spring, this
running water of truth," And when he had received this further
teaching, his spiritual sight was perfected.

. - [ . -

87, JOHR, Chapter X,

The Eheperd is Christ~~the true bslisvers are the gheep--ths
sheepfold is Christ's religion, They that hear my voice--that
is, they that recognize My Divine Call, and acknowledge it and
follow Xe, are of the "Chosen" amongst the many called. During
the time of Jesus, He was the only Door into the true resligion
of GOD; and those who rejectad Him, and endeavored to climb up
some other way, were only thieves and robbers,

Jesus said to tha people *I have done nothing dut kindnssses
and good deeds to you. ¥hen have I ever done you harm? I have
leved:you &l1l, and all that I have wished for is your good,
and to benefit you. For vwhich of these good works that I have
done, 4o you stons me?" And our Lord said we might sese the
gane thing in the days of the Bab, All the people witnesased of
him that he was ths best man they knew, and that from the time
of his badbyhood he had done nothing dbut good deeds,

So aleo in ths days of the Blsssed Perfection:~All the
peopls in Teheran were witnesséng Eis good deads and perfec~
tions, and He was called the "Father of the Poor"™ in Teheran,
The Jews answsred that it was not for theses good works ¢f Jesus
that they wished to stone Him, for they quite acknowlsdged His
good actions; but it was because of Kie blasphemy in saying
Ee was the Sen of GOD,

Then Jesus replied that it is zaid in ths Bible to the Holy
Prophets of GOP, that they are Gods., And in order to explain
this saying, the Mastor gave the {llustrations of the Sun and th:

mirrors,




V1to 8,

If you placed a rov or perfectly clear mirrors out of doors
when the Sun rope, the Sun would de reflected perfectly in each
ons of them, and that the sun might say with truth to these
mirrors, “Ye ars suns,”

In this same sense, it is said to the Great Prophets of GOD,
"Ye are GODS®, bscause they reflsct the gualities and charac-
teristice of GOD, Jesus paid to these Jews, how was it thai theyr
4id not wonder at this far stronger than expression "Ye are GODg”
being used to the prophets, But when He only said Ne was the

Son of GOD, they wished to stone lim,

. (3 . . L3

8T, JOHH. Chapter XII,

Judaps Iscariot wae the chief among the discipleste-~thair
leader--yet ¥hen this test (V. 6) came to hinm, he fell, The
higher our station is, and the nearer we ars to GOD, the more
govers do our tests becoms; and vhen we¢ have received great
blegsings, we are apt to bscome saelf-confidsnt, and think that
we are securs from fallingi-and then ie our danger great, The
¥upter said this story (of Mary and the ointment) hasz a deep
spiritual significancs., The bottls which contained the parfgmad
0il {ointment) represents the heart of M¥ary;=-the ointment is the
love of GOD which filled her heart; ané a2ll thies love she
poured forth at the feet of Jesus, Then Judas sald;-why did shs
lavigh all this love upon Jesus, %ho did not need it so much as
the pio_z;pw).w did she not pour out seme of this graat love and
care upon them,

Then Jesus said that she did well to give Him all her love,
that that is what we ought to do., ¥e must give all our heart's
love to GOD., Then for His sake, and through our love to Him,
we shall love all others, By the poor, in this spiritual sense,

is meant thess who needed love, Be #1358 E




The Plessed Perfection said "The poor are my charge to you,%
Therefore, we must always cherish the peor for His sake,

— V¥ 14 to 16, Tho Master said that the disciples of Jesus did not at first
beliaeve in Him, becauge of the fulfillment of signs and proph-
ecies, They did not even remamber or understand them until
alter Hiz doath, Thoy believed in Jesus because of Himself--

¢ because of His character, and the Light that came from His, and
alsc because of the Light of their own ingpiration within theme
selves,

To take am an illustration of this,-the Sun, Ve do not
believe in the existence of the sun because of the ghadowvs cast
by ites light, or' becavee of the effects it produces in making ths
grass g row, 3But we belleve in the sun because we see it shining
in the heavens. ¥e know that the sun exists by; locking at ite-
not merely by itz effects and the results it produces, 8o, if

e you know that & man 1g a very clavor and excellent carpenter, it
is not needful for you to sez all the things that he has made,
in ordsr to balisve that he can do them; but you believe he can ¢
tir;ue thinge because you ¥now the man and his skill; and you
know that he has tho ablility to make them., FRo we must always
believe in & prophet of GOD, in and for Himself; and we must not
suarch for proofe and propheciss in order to enable us to bolieve
in Him, It 1s said that the disciples understood these things
after Jesus was glorified,

(‘ ¥hy is this expreseion Qglorified"” used of Jesus'crucifixion?
Our Loerd thsn explainsed that in the eyes of the people of the
world, that is, of ordinary human befnga--to be killed eor
crucified was the most terrible thing that could possidly be-
fall them; but it is not so for believers:~--it is the most

glorious privilege that oan happen to them,
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5o with 11 the trouble mnd misery of humanity--such as hunger,
nakedness, poverty, etc, These for ordinary people are really
troudles; but when they come to Believers, they are for them &
bounty of GOD, and a privilege,

*3lessed ars the poor in spirit, for theirs iz the Kingdom of
30D, " Ve ses that the disciples who were poor ignorant men,

'e are remembersd and revered by all the world te this day, But
how many kings and potentates of the earth have coms and vanished
even ags if they had never existed, Their names even are forgotte
and they have produced no effect or result in the vorld.

V 25 to 26, The ¥aster cxplained more fully the meaning of Christ baing
glorified by Hig doath. HNe paid that the Blessed Perfection,
in the Book of Ighan, in explaining the meaning of the statement
about Christ coming in heaven and riding on the cloude, says

that one meaning of the exprsesion cloud, is the body of the

prophet, Vhy is it that sometimes we cannot seo the sun in the
sky? It is bacause it is veiled from us by thick clouds; and
in tkis sense, the body, the human nature of a prophet, is a

cloud, preventing the people from seaing Fis glorious light.

For they argue that the prophet is a man such as they thempelves
are, requiring food, rast and sleep, and is also liable to
ordinary human accidents and diseases, How then can this human
man represent the Light of GOD, or be a Manifestation of GOD,
But when the prophet has gone from earthj that is, has died or

( been killed, then the veil or cloud is romoved, and thse prople
Bea plainly the light of His teachings and the sun that was
within Him,

v 24. A seed, a grain of corn, if it wora not planted in the earth
and buried from our view, remained always alone and ppe; but
if the seed is planted, buried and hidden from aiéht, thon it
brings forth much fruit--many hundreds of sesds like itself,

ane
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£o whon the prophet is killed or crucified, His religion and
liis teachings begin to ‘grow and spread, and to “Bring forth much
fruit,®
V 26 to 31, The liaster said that if any one would be the servant of
Jesus, he must follow Him as a egervant does; and sc he would
always be in the same place where Jssus was, just as a servant is
always ¥ith his master., ¥hen the two thisves wers crucified with
Jegus, one wag in thims condition of service; and when ha degged
Jesus that he might be with Him, Jesus Christ answered *To-day
thou shalt be with ¥e in Paradisa?; that iz, in the same place
with me, i
"New is my soul troubled™; in this passage "soul® means the
porsonality, the human nature or body of Chri-ti,-nut Hip Spirit,
vhich was perfectly happy., The body of Jesus which was parfect--
Fis perfesct and obedient eervant--naturally was serry and grieved
— : that this great Spirit would leave it;~though this body was in
antire subjection and obedience,
*Pather save me from this hour® moans "Kill me, crucify me
guickly,~that I may be with Thes, and leave this earihly condi-
tion of being troubled.® *For this cause came I unto this
hour®, That is, for this reason I came into the world that I
may be crucified, and eo make Thy name glorious; 1, .,
rsnowned and kposn throughout 811 the world,
"Father glorify Thy Nams"; that is, cricify Jesus Christ sho
- N is Thy Hame-~who represents and is GOD on this earth,

"Then came there a voice from heaven";i, e, not from the
atnospheric heaven, but from the high and hsavernly condition and
otate of Jesus, sc that it was actually heard \;y a1l tho people,
*I have both glorified it"® means, now I am being crucified; and
"will glorify it again®™ meana, also I will glorify it in the
discirlep; i, e, they also will be martyred and corucified to
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*This volce camo not because of Me, but for your sake®
means, this voice came to tell you that you also will be glorifie

ap I am,

A believer then said she had always thought that we might
become so complaetely “cui® and saevered from our body, while Ln'
thip life, that it then was ocounted as a dead thing; and that 1t
oould not puffer or feel, apart from the spirit, In answer to
this, Zia Khanum sxplained mogt heautifully that though in pere
fect boings the spirit wap po strong that it overcame the suffer-
ings of the body, yet the dody humanly felt and was conocious of
human sufferings such as hunger, thirst, eic, Yet the perfect
epirit was mo strong that it was always happy, and did not let
these sufferings appear outwardly, €hs said that the night that
the Blecsed TPerfoection and the Holy Pamily and believers with
them reached Akka, numbering altogether about sevanty souls,
many of them being infants and very young children, thay were
kept by the soldisrs who guarded them, entirely without food.
Twe sentries wsre placed at the door, n}xd they ware forbidden
to go to the market to buy anything. The mothers, through not
having saten, had no milk for their children, The young childre
wore famiskhing, and the sufferinge of the bodies of 211 of them
wore vory great., Put thoy were so happy in spite of all their
miseries, and Khanum especially, laughed so much that the B, P.
sent a measenger to them to say "Do not laugh so much or thre
goldisrs will say, listen to trheses foolish people onJoying then-
solves and laughing ®ith nothing to eat,* Then the day followin
the governor sent them poms rice, but it was very bad rice, un-
washed and full of stones, The children were very happy when th
saw this food, and orowded round the tadles,

age

pes 1351




rye—--

But when it was cooked it vas 80 black and fi)thy that it made
them sick, and they ceuld not eat it, Then the Yanifestation
cane to .thu: and said *Do not cry; I have some food for you,*
And Ke gave sach of the ckildren one sugar plum. Yhen they had
eaten thegze, they all went t¢ slesp quite peacefully and content-
edly. Again, ¥hen the Pure Branch fell from ths roof and was
killed, tre delievers were not allowed to bury him; but four
soldiers came and took away the body, and the Foly Family did not
know for two years whethar it had besen thrown into the sea, or
what the goldiars had done with it, Xaturally his Foly Kother,
in her human nature wae terribly sad and grieved at hie death
under sad circumstances; and this sorrow made her so ill that it
caused a disease of the heart, so that for a long timo she was
not able to walk adbout, but was obliged always ‘to sifi on the bed.
Howaver, when tha Blesped Perfection said to her, "For ¥y sako
kas this come upon him, and he has borns for me a sorrovw and
trouble that was coming to me,® Prom that day no ono ever pav
the Holy Yother weapj-and she was always quite happy and cheerful
This was becauss of her faith, and strength of her gpirit,

L) L] . L] L]

VvV 31 to a7, The *Judgmont® here spoksn of was the withdrawal-~ihe de=-

parture of Jeasus from tha world--%of whom the world was not
worthy"=-on account of the unbelievers. Jesus Christ had lived
His perfect 1life in thelir midst--had taught them, and done overy-
good thing for them; and yet they £# }im. Therefore, He
(Jesus) the Prince of this world, would bes cast out, Decausa
Jesus had said this, the disciples felt very sad; and then Jesus
explained it to them more fully, and lsﬂ.id\ *Do not ba sad; if I de
1ifted up (ascended) I will draw you all to be with me where

I an,*
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Then the pecple questioned what did He mean by saying that

SR

Ees must be lifted vp and killed. They had always been taught thz
Christ and His Kingdom would last forsver. ¥ho then, is this
Son of Man? But Josus did not answer this question, That was
because He knew it was useless to reply to it, and that they woul
not understand Xis answer., "¥Walk while ye have the Light,"

{ Bsfors the sun rises, ths pecple ars blind--in darkness--they car
sees nothing. But if, when the sun rises, they keep their eyes
shut, and refuse to ses the light, then their 'judgment! ig the
withdrawal of the gun. W¥hile ye havs the light believe in it,
that ye may be the children of Light.

'.\’hore‘nre thres kinds of dbalief.
(1) That of the mouth,
(2) That of confossing with the mouth, and boiieving with the
heart, '

—~ (3) That of confessing and belisving with the mouth and heart,
and also pnrtorqing all that iz commanded with all the
members of the bedy. If we do this, then are we trus be-
lievers, and the children of light; for the light shines
forth from the whole body.

v 38, Here, the "arm of the Tord" signifies Jssus Christ.

V 40. This "blindness® and "hardnese of heart® comes to them as a
gonseguence of their own deeds and actions, It ig not & dbad
thing inflicted upen them by GOD. Jlindness and deafness are

C not pesitivs qualities like sight and hearing; but they are
mere negatives of thesengood qualities. Darkness, for example,
is not & positive fact, but merely the non-sxistence of light,

v &3, There ars two sorts of praise and glory and respect of men,

The ons iw earthly and materisl, and is for a time only, The
othor is spirituml. One lasts for & very short while; the other

§ is etermal,
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honor nun thoy um; but mor shur du\h, 1t nniohclt.\ Lz

] It ll : lip of the New Birth, to Leave the dad ana ovu qamue

to exohange hatred into’ love, 1¢nonno¢ into wisdom, yruo inte
humility. Every one who is sunk in tha“nrmu of thess evil
qualities must leave them, and come into the light,

THR TEMPTATION OF CHRIST,
Zia Khanum gave an eaxplanation of the Temptation of Jesus Christ,
which she had received from our Lord, as followsi~

Bvery one has two states, or conditions-~the material and
the boavonlyv;eho podily and spiritual} and every ené may fellow
nnor of two paths=--the earthly or the heavenly--the gpiritmi
or the satanis road,

In the Gospel account of the Tmptauon of Christ, the
mountaip top signifies Hip lofty stations, His conditien of .. &
psarness $o the Divine. He who Was “without sin® could not bc'
ternpted by the erdinary material temptations of human kiml; but
His perfect and beautiful bodily human naturs tempted His. heavenl
and spiritual nature by suggesting to Himbthat with all Hise
bYodily and mental gifts, graces and favors of GOD, He could, i
Ho wished, become the King of all ths nations of the earthj
and by se doing, naturally He would have ths power to benefit
and improvs them in every possible way, doing away with outward
injustice, poverty, and the like miseries, But Jepus repudiated
this temptation to becoms an earthly petentate and ruler,
saying to Mis bdedily nature, “Get thee hencs, Satan.*
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Explaiatioa of Re-elacion, Chepter XVI,, by Abdul Bahe. 1;2.'

The events mentioned in the first part of chapter 16, of Rev-
elation, happened before the coming of the Manifestation, The
soven angsls signify seven Powsrs, which will have authority or
%11l rule over the world of existence before the coming of the
T " Manifsstation, For the rising of the sun always takes place af-

ter the night. Until darkness prevails, and entirely surrounds
the world, the sun will not arise, Before the coming of the Man~
ifeatati'o'n the world will be disturbed, i.e,, sins end wiokedness
will abound, and the darkness of error will surround the world.
1. The first angel is a power who will give forth wonderful
i signs, The firet vial (or oup) really means influence. Through
¢ . that influence some who were apparcntly good, but inwardly bad,
ware destroyed: i.e., they were deprived of the light, The se
o people in their ciaracters were really like animals: the "mark"
here signifies character. '-

2. The second angsl, or power, poured out his cup upon the

; sea: the sea here symbolizes »t.he Ulema -~ the great and learned
¥ people, like, for instance, Caiaphas, The second angel poured
! upon them the cup of the w}sth of God, and they, as well as thos

under their authority and guidance, were d,epfived.
) 8. In the 4th verse, the rivers and fountains of water sig-

.Y~ Rify less influential men than the Ulema, who were likewise af-
g, S

fected, because the knowledgs of the people which should be, like
water, the cause of life, becomes like blood: i.e., it becomes
the cause of misleading the people (and so the cause -of death),
for they changsd the teachings of God,

In the 5th verse, the angel of the waters (i.,e., the power of
l'now.n.edgﬂ is uudrassing God. Ha says: Thou art Just and rig;t— ¥
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-
eous, for these people dessrved that their knowledg should be
changed into blood, ¥or “f they have changed the teachings of
the Prophets, God has changed their knowledge into the blood of
c‘.arknes.s, that lhey may drink it because of their deserts. In

f ¢ v. 7, enother'angsl or power speaking, confirms this, that God is
o

/

Just and righteous to have thus judged the people.

4., The fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun. The
sun here means an Eastern potentate or king, because we call the
sun the Eastern Planet, The heat of the sun signifies his rule
and authority, and the people will be scorched or burnt through
the fierceness of his rule, This Zastern King was the Sultan
Mahmo\ud, ‘who ruled the Turkish psorle. All his time he was slay-
ing and killing people, and he was very unjust, Once he slew
many thousands of soldiers in one day. BEut, in spite olf the=e
events and trials, the people did not repent, and did not come to
themselves'.‘

5., In the 10th verss, the "seat of the beast"™ means the King
of Persis, seated on his throne,'upon whom the cup of the fifth
angel was poured. But the people were not admonished by all the
calamities which occurred.

6, In the 12th verse, the river Zuphrates, upon which the
sixth angel poured his vial, signifies the‘ Turxish and Persian
6. \\7) kingdoms. The drying up of the water means that all learning and
science was abolished, and that ignorance prevailed. This made
the way easy for the kings of the East to become powerful and ar-
bitrary. )

In v. 13, the dragon is Hadgi Mirza Agha.qsi, who was Grend
Vizier of Persia, and the beast signifies the King of Persia,

Ths false prophst'was Xelim Knan, one of the greatest of the Ulema

S el o
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of that country: he used to say "My words are revealed from abo~e!
These three persons tried their utmost to turn all the people )
against the Cause of Goc_i‘, 8o that they might all oppose it, &nd so
make war against God, The spirits like frogs signify their words
which were spread throughout Persia.

In the 16th v., the words "Behold I come as a thief, etc,!
are spoken by ‘the Proclaimer of all this - the "Great Voice" as He
is called at the beginning of the chapter. Fb-'sa.ys He will come

. suddenly, like & thief - &8s Christ said He would come - Bo that no

one will kmow it, for the thief is in the house without the inhab-
itants being aware of it. Therefore, blesssd is the one who is
awake and watches, for he will know of the coming of the thief.
So those who are awake when a Menifestation comes will know Him,
It is also said of him that he "keepeth his garments." These gar-
ments signify the good qualities'which the man possessed, such as
love, sincerity, ¢ ¢. He ("that watcheth") must keep that good

character, which is like A robe adorning him.

In the X6th v., Armageddon signifies Roumelia and Macedonia,
for often the kings have been gathéred togather on sub,\jects con-
cerning these places. '

-7. V. 17, the seventh dngl pourea ou‘t his influsnce upon
21l the worlad. It is said that he poured it on the air, because
the ajir fills every plade, and the continuing verses mean the
Great War t}-mt is to come . After ‘th:l.'s war everything will be at

peace. The city which was cut in three pleces means that kingdom
of Babylonia, which 1s under three kings, thoss of England, Per-
sia end Turkey. The 1slande and mountains of v, 20 mean people
of influenoe, and also small kingdoms, which will be destroyed and
annihilated at that time. 2
In v, 21, the “great h,_éi!' means both the bombs, shells, in-
struments of destruction, andithe calamities and hardships, which
wili cause people to blasphems, 3 g
To 1. D. Brittinghem - Translated in Akka - Received April, 1909
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Extraot from a Tablet by ABDUL BAHA:

ceesesterervetnrenee

0 ye real friends}

This 18 the period of attraction and seclamation; the period of
rejoloing and merry-msking, This is the morn of glad~tidings, Is it not
suffused with 1ights? The Oandle of the world is bestowing Light upon
all Aasemblages, Is it not luminous? The True Orb is elowly rising from
the Dawning-place of the Most High, IXs it not glorious? The Blessed
Perfegtion and the loat Oreat Name(¥ay my 1ife be & sacrifice to HIS
followers!) aroge in the Oity of Self-Racrifice like unto the banner of
guidance, ¥hile WE was under the chain, HE was & help to every oppressdc
one, Fror the Manifest Morizen, ¥R shone forth with the rays of trial
In the midst of the world MF withntood the attacke of infinite perssou-
tione, 80 that thege withercd ones might become enkindled end these
extinguished ones misht be set sglow with the Fire of the Tove of GOD,

May we close our eyes to Loth werlds and he ipnited and burn
with the Pire of the Love of COM,

Is 1t Juat that we sghomdd sit sflent and gorrowful and become
specchlegs? No, by GOD! This im not the attutide of gratitude, but the
essence of unfairnsss and neglizence!
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<orotElR, on Mam ang Bye TLI o Beeny a0 recorded 1 it S I
4 To begin, let it be understood that the Prophets or XesBengers
of God are holy souls sent by Him to lead us to a knowledge of God and
establish laws and ordinances for the peoplé, which will tend to their
developmeni both spiritually and mazerially, in order that they might
reach the intended aim; but their revelation or message has ever been
given in accordance with the limitations or recepiivity of the people of
their time or age, for as long as the understanding of men has not
reached the point of maturity the Divine Manifestations give explanations
in illuminated verses expressing thefr works in a sealed, hidden and
symbolical way.

The stery of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden is in reality
an illustration of the development of man, or rather the evolution of the
power of God in mankind, from fts conception. By Adam is really
intended the reality of the existence {or essance) of man, his five ranks
or stations in his existence. )

Tirst station, that of the body, the solid or mineral condition

which is referred to as Eden. Tne term "Hden" in the Arabic langusze

means places of 1iving or resid

Second station, that of the growing condition of man, walcih is
the developrent from the mineral to the vegetahle,referred to as the
Garden of Eden. The garden, as you know, 1s the placa Tor rlants o
grov.

inird station, that of ihe power of sensalion, which congi

s arrived ai afuer leaving or develuping from the vegstable to the




2,

animal, in which condition run oegias o eat, drinx, feel, ete., wkich
sensailons are raferred to as tvhe different kinde of fruits.

Fourth station, that of mentality; in this condiiion or ssage
of development man is enabled to use his reésoning faculties, which is
referred to as the station or tree of geod and evil; in other words, man
bas, at ihis time, reached a wondition where it is possible for him to
digtinguish between good and evil (human).

Fifth station, that of the Kingdom of Faith in God, which con-
dition depends upon one's attitude toward the Word of God .

¥When man reaches the human station he is, at this time, held
accountahble tor his aciions, beczuse he is then capabls of comprehending
the Word of God and making his choice as between good and evil., When
men has passed through all of the above mentioned conditjons or stations,
ke will have asttained to the Paradise of REden.

The Tree of Life spoken of im this account refers to none other
than the Manifestation of God im the human form, through whom God
manitests His life-giving Spirit in the form of words, and whosoever
partakes of the fruiis of this Tree shall indecd atiain everlasiing life,
in accordance with His Cormand.

The four rivers spoken of refer to the four greai powers which

( tare marifested only in the Manifestations of God, as follows:

Eiver of Communes or Prayers, River of Interpretations, River
of Doctrines and Precepts, River of answering difficult and scientific
questions,

lan has & dwal nature - spiritual and materizl - the inclinatic
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toward good, referred to as the wind (Adam), and the fncliration toward
bad, referred to as the sovwl (Eve). These two powers are in equilibriun
but uswally 1ike g talance, either up or down, The goul or meterial
quality is ever in ambush to drag the mind or spiritual ¢uality down and
vhen one conguers, the oiher is obviously weakaned; for example, mayor
of city about to do some good, knowing whaﬁ fs best, but s hribed into
doing the contrary, The 1ife of the mind depends upon the soul; if it
does not come ovt (rib out of sfde), It will noi be manifested. Take
for #llustration the gas and the light: the soul can be likened to the
gas, the mind to the 1light. The 1ight came from the zas, but the power
of the licht is much greater than the gas,

The soul Is great, for it is the throne of the mind, and the
soul, If pure, is of great assistance to the ming. As God knew the mind
to be the manifestation of Himself, He said: 40 Adam, do not obey the
evil suggestions of your soul or you w1ll be desiroyed." ¥hen Be said,
as recorded, to Moses: "“Put thy shoes off thy feet, for the ground wherec:
thou siandest Is holy ground," this meant, cast away all lust and soul's
desire.

The mind has the power of Divine inspiration, but the soul,
unless conquered, prevents it from soaring, keeps it back, and sometimes
10w, Let the soul be freed from the mind (spirit) and it will appear
a6 one without clothes, as represented in the story; <shen the soul
dragged the mind down or allowed the material to conquer, they discovered
themsslves as naked (devoid of the bounty of God).

The serpent spoken of is the Tempter or Satan, whose outward
appearance is attractive and beautiful but inwardly is a poiscn to the

mind. The frult of Satan attracted Eve (soul) and she in turn deceived
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Adam (mind), which caused their downfall, At this time Adam realizes
his condition, his station lost by reason of his having yielded to
termptation and begins to make excuses, which are referred to as the
leaves of the tree with which he attempts to cover his body and seeks
forgiveness. Then the licht shines forth, he hears the voice of God:
"Adam, where art thou”™ and makes confession: "She (Eve) gave me to
eat," Again he hears: "For this thou art cursed, and enmity shall
exist between thee and the soul, etc,"

In other words, trhis struggle beiween the good and had,
spiritual andg material, is ever taking place and it hehooves us to be on
guard constantly. Some people will say: "Why cut yourself from the
world when God created it° Wrat is the world for if not for our
benefit and pleasure® Why should we not get all we can out of It Ir
what the Prophets say is risht, why stay here?" By cutting ourselves
from the world fs intended avolding things that hinder our advance
toward God; this world is but a stepping stone for the world of spirit;
besides, If all were to withdraw, this world would be desiroyed.

¥hen in the emhryonic world or conditfon, we do not realize
the necessity of eyes and ears, but when we reach our present stale, we
then see the great need of them. Are not deaf or blind persons subject
to our sympathy? And vet their conditions are but symbols of conditions
)in the next world.,

The spirit of the world fs that of avarice, selfishness and
envy, while that of the Kinzdor Is mercy, unselfishness and love, Ve can
be likened to children who do not realize the great benefits of acquiringe

a good education until it is too late.
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two kinds, one for evil deeds and the Daily Sacrifice (prayer). He

5.
When Moses appeared and tauzht sacrifice for sin, there were
admonished the people to subdue the promptings of Satan, but they did no:
'understand. He, therefore, ordered them to pay tithes in order to
conquer or kold them, but the Spirit of Religion disappeared - oniy the
letter remaining. Mzterial {ithes are not accepted - only spiritual

ones,
Thouszh one is holy, he meeds to pray daily, because all are

continually engulfed in sin.
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To a Paris Believer,
R 1s GOD!
(o] saeker of the Kingdoa! .
Your letter hes srrived and its contents becaae known. You
a’ske&: What is Irut‘n. Trut» is the wOAD of GOD which gives life to

numanity: it restores sight to the blind and hearing to the deaf; it

~ma.k/as eloguent those who are dumb, and living beings out of dead be-

ings; it illumines the world oi the heart and sovl; it reduces into

not‘hingness ‘tre iniquities of the neglectful and ‘erri.ng ones, Eeauty,
perfection, briliiancy and spiritumlity of this existence comes frou or
througr the WOKD of D For all it is the suprene goal, the greatest
desire, t»é cause of life, light, instruction. The road to attain to

tris Truth is tre Love of GOD. When this light of the Love of GOD is

‘burning in the mirror of the heart, that flame shows the way, and

guides to the Kinglor of .the WORD of GOD.

As to that which causes the grewth el the Love of GOD,- know
that it is to turr one's sell towards GOD.

As to progress after death,- know that after death it is the
Divine world, Frogress is possible, but it depends upon thae generos-
ity of GOD, nndrnot upon the efforts and struggles of man, In other
words,_ progress becoxes possible only through grace, because te prog-
ress from one rank to another depends entirely upon divine generosity,
whereas, on the contrary, progress towards perfection is obtainable
through m_an's effart, For example,~ the progress of a wineral '}eablity‘
to0 the rank of s ve@fable is to be obtained only t:'\.r;:ugh generogity;
likewise the passage of a vegetable reality to the rank of animal is
soisined only through gemerosity; the passage of an a;xf.ﬁal reality to
tnc rank of t‘qe huzen is also dus to mercy and gererosity; likewise the
Das"ag‘z of & human r'-a.L"ty to t‘ne worl:l of thre Kingdom dependa entirely




S

Whet 1s Truth? . - ..2- - .

upon generosity, - Whet I mean to say is that the passage from ene
rank to another dcp;n&s wholly upon. grace, whereas the acquiring
of perfections is dependent upon man's of:‘cx:t,s and struggles,
Take mankind: GOD created man and‘from the mineral enabled him to
attain to his present statim; now by his efforts and struggles he
can acquire ruman perfectims snd seex to increase in virtue and

purity. - It is therefore clear that tue passage from one rank to

“a higher rank depends entirely upon generosity, whereas the ac-

quiring of virtues is possible through effort and will power,

In consequence, after the passage through this corporeal world in-
o tre D;vine World, the treversing of ranks is possible, but enly
through the grace and bounty of GOD,

As to the significance of the Cause of Eaha'o'!llah: Imow
that everything that belongs to the universal welfare is divine,
and all that which is divine is certainly for universal sood.r 1t
it is the Truth, it is for all, otherwise it is for no one,
Therefore, a divine Cause for universal good cannot be limited to
the Orient or to the Occident; because the flame of the Sun of
Truth illumines the fast and the West, and its “eat is felt in the
south as well as in the north,- thkere is no diff ann;:e between the
two poles. In the time of the manifestatior of Christ, the Fo-
mans and Greeks ti’xol;ght that the Cause was espscially for the Is-
raelites; they thought that trey had zio need for it, because they
saw that accord;ng to appesrances they possessed & perfect civili-
zation and that they did not need the instructions of Christ,

This false _suppositio!x/ was the cause of depriving many people from
its grace. . L S
Also kuow t}‘&t the pr..nciples of Christiu.nity and the com~ .
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mandments of Baha'o'ilm are identical, and that the reads are the
sare. But every day there is progress, There was n‘. time when

this divine institution was in an embfyenic coniition; then it be-
came a newly born - » child - ;n intelligent adult, >Todny‘it has

resched maturity; its capacities, its body is the same,- but today

it is resplendent with the greatest beauty and brilliancy.

This explanation is clear and sufficient, Heppy is he who
penetrates the mysteries, and who takes ris share froxz the world
of light. The su,n could srine # bundred thousand years end show-
er its heat upon a stone or hard piece of earth; they wo{zld not
bec'ome‘ luminous gews, a ruby or a pearl, )

Thank GOD that you are a seeker of Truth, gifted with signt,

hearing, judgment and penetration. I do not doubt but that you

will arrive at understanding nysteries,
Upon you be the Beauty of S1-ABHA!
" (Sized) Abdul Eeha Abbas.
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An ‘mosount of $hs deden’ of Mmoch and his dnghl guide from ear
~Ahrough the heavens, to.the soventh, th% nignest. - G

—~ : The Angel: From the Seventh Heeven above have I asscended in-to
this shpere that I might raise thee before the Face of Him whom
the universe delights to look u n.
Enoch: Then we arose into the et&%: we S&W the dwellers in that
place. In many things it corresponded with the earth of mortalg

looked if I could hehold any 8itting there, but & spisndor of
light was over those who glorified. Then I:.said unto the angel,
YIo whom is this preise saddressed?e He angwered: ®To the .
Splendor tiat is in the Seventh Heaven. He is here, but He is mbin g
visivble. And 8lso the Bsloved One Who hath ssnt me unto thee®
Then he raised me higher still into the Second
Heaven, seperatsd from the First Heaven as far as the earth also is
seporated fr.m it. There I heneld s throne . Beautiful spirits -
¥ere on the right end on the 1eft, and a splendor, dazzling to beAl
benold, wrapped the throne in (starry) clouds. Great was the
maje sty of the second heaven and the splendor of its angels
tenfold. - And I fel1 upon my fece to worship the Splendor, but
the angel suffered me not, s ying: *Worship not the visible, nor
the throne, though of celestial brightness: meservs thy worship
for Him zlone whom thou shalt ses in the time to coms. For above
all the heavens and their angels that throne is placed; there is
its veil and crown; these with thine eyes ghaly thou behold. -
di Think not that thou shalt not ses Him face to face, for they who
love Him rise up in His pressnce. The Holy Spirit, the loved one,
heareth three even in her boscm before the Bupreme Lord.
Then he reised me still higherf#¥g into tne Thrird
Heaven of all beauteums Light+ There were innumereble angels
upon the right and upon the 1=rt. They raised hymns of beauty
before the Lord of Beauty whom they worshiped. Invisible was He
among the Splendor. I saw only Light immeasurable . No record of
earthly things, no remembrance of bodily things » Was there.
It is & purs heaven of chrysolite. It is a worid of immortel
prlendors. Then did he sey unto me: *Wnen thou.shalt have come
into the $eventh reaven, thers ghalt thou know that there is
nothing hidden from the thrones and from the celestisl Messsnges
Then he lifted me up, upward still, unt.1 we stood in tk
Fourth Heaven of the spners. It was far sbove the Third Heaven
as the First was far ebove the earth. There 2180 I saw divine
7 ; ones upon the right and the 16ft of the Hhrone. They g:=ng, they
£5m ¢ glorified the Invisible Presence wno ve iled the throne in £1oTy o
i After that he lifted me into the Fifthn Heaven. Tne angels were
more beautiful than ell the others. But the splendor and the b1
throne exceeded that of the angels as much as they excesded mers -
man. Then did I glorify Him who hath no more, the Almighty in t@ e
High Heavens, who transmitted Hig Glory from heaven to heaven,
“olothing Hie engels in splendor. -
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THE MESBEMGER .

And the engel said: *This Mespenger of God hath received
great exaltation. He is clothed by the Holy 8pirit ana procluu
through the mouthg's ef the Divine Ones.

AWM Irheard & vides of music say unto the Messemger: "Go @
descend through all the heavens and through the firmement of
spheres descend. Assimilate thyself in appsarance untd Ny all
SfX¥K/fra Who abide in the heavens end the circles and go down
upon the sarth and free it from the fetters of darkness.®

Thus the voice spake, and immediately we descended into the

sixth and to the rifth, and to the fourth, and to all the othey<
and so downward through & multitude of circles. But whither-

80 ever we came, the dwellers in the place recogniged not the
Messenger of GOD. They believed Nim to be one witn them selves,
for He assumed the forme that belong to the various spheres.

And He passed into the elemental circles and into the firma-
ment end s0 upon the earths And He took the appsarance of

a man upon Him and wes believed by man to be ons with themselves,

And He 1ived upon earth and announced the Message.
And He passed away from earth and ascended. And the spirits of
thevfirmement and the elemental cycles saw Him pass, but with
unchanged espsct. And they venerated Him saying: ®How hath
He descended and we sew Him not? And now hath He passed and we
discovered not the splendor with which the Lord hath clothed
Him?9 And He ascended through the innumerable srheres and

. through the various heavens of Paradise, and they wondered,
-paying: °*How hath He ascendCd, snd how knew we not the

Messanger of Heaven?®

And when He ascended into the Seventh Heaven, He cams
into the Greaet Glory and of the Holy Spirit was received with
great gladness, for He hath done the Message of the Most High.

And to me the angel said: °Oreet are these things which now
have been manifest to thee. Thou hast seen and known secrets
which have been kept from the children of men.*

Extract from Bsha'o'llsh.
sThou hast been associate wwith Me and hast ssen the Sun of
the Heavens of My Wisdom and the surges of tho Sea of My
Utterancea when we were behind seventy thousand barriers of

Light . Verily, thy Lord is the faithful, the perfecthle
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Tram Almd Sshrab's Diary, Raulen, Zgyst, ‘October 4, 1913,
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- From BAHA'ULIAN.

"In the Wame of the ¥ise, the Wightyl

This 1s the day in which the Throne is amongst the tribes (of
Israel); is o2lling for the inhabitants of the earth and is summoning
to the glorification and sanctification of the Almighty. :

This is the day in which the Angels of Heaven are oont inually
desoending with the Cups of Explanatioh and Goblets of Knowledge, and
after being perfumed with the Holy and Sweet Fragrances they are ascenc-
ing.
i Proclaim: The Promissd Lord saith: 0 ye concourse of the
Jews. You have belonged to Me; from Me ye have appeared and to Me ye
shall return. What has happened to you that now you are not recogni-
zing Me,~ enemies instead of friends,- and have abandoned the Real

Friend?

This is the dey in which the New Heaven hath appeared and the
0ld earth is renewed. Should you look with sanctified vision, ye shall
behold the Wew Jerussalem. Should ye listen with attentive ears, ye
shall hear the Voioe of GOD.

This is the day in which all things call unto you and invite
you to advance toward the Promised Lord: But, alas! Ye are so in~
toxicated with the wine of haught iness that ye are not aware of it for
a moment. *

The sar is for the sake of hearing My Voice, and the eye is fox
the sake of beholding My Beauty. Hearken ye unto Me and detach your-
80lves from aught else save Me. The Tabernacle of the Lord through the
Hand of Divine Providence is lifted up, and in the Cause of GOD hath
become manifest.

The time of the old things is rolled by and the 0ycle of re-
generation hath come. The Lord hath so willed that sverything be re-
newed. .

But the new vision is enabdled to behold this transformation
and the new intelligence is informed in this condition.

The origir and the end were couched in one Blessed Vord, and
that Blessed Word hath appeared and stepped upon the arena of existence.

It 18 the Spirit of the Divine Books and Scriptures. It has
been from the beginning before which there was no beginning and it shali
continue to the end after which there is no ends It 18 the Key to the
Most Great Treasury of the Lord and the Concealed Mystery of GOD, which
hath besn hidden from eternity behind the Canopies of Celestial In-
fallibility.

It is the Alpha and Ormega. prophesied by Johne It is the first
and the last, the manifest and hiaden.

0O thou Abd-e-Hossein! GOD willing, thou shalt become oonfirmed
in rejoicing the tribes (Israslites) with the Prophecies whioh are re-
Yoaled in former times in the Holy Books. This Glad Tidings 1s indeed
like unto the Water of Life for the dead people of the worid.

Blessed are those who drink therefrom, and woe unto those who

: To-day the City of GOD hath appeared and becoms mani-

2t adornment. Ponder ye over the words of John, who
the ooming of the Holy ana dlorious City of

) 74 GOD Almighty and the Iamd are the Templs of

Bath no need of the ‘sun RO light of the
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Instructions given by Abdul Baha to drs, Thornburg Cropper.

All prophets are wessengers Trow God and all ways lead to Hiw and

211 have borne fruit, i
- The -great gift is unselfishness, sxnd the loving wish to help oth~
ers will guide us, -

. Th3re are seasons in the Eevelation frow Ged as in the natural .
year, and Just as the Christ hed rcolized the Spirit of God in the
flash and had helped the earth in Eis tiue, now the sessage of Bahalo!
1lah was the medicine of which th2 wori had much nesd, -

All reverence and gratitude should be given to the prophets of the
past, If truth be rejected, it is o wistexe for which we must be sor-
ry ~ not a sin; and the Mercy of Geé tronscends all humsn exror, That
to accept the laws and Hecsage of © ofllakh was the quickest way, hut
trat everything done in sincerity and with a loving heart was a~ rpted,
and that the Mercy of God covers all. But Baha'o'llan had a. la
Message on a greater number o= subjects than any otzer, just as
was an age uore fitted by e great spiritual advance wade in the
kingdom of Knowledge to understand and benssit by His just Co.w.a:

That whorever we found good or reari of it, we were to rejoice and
accept it; trat all religions vere or God. . _

I asked, "How shall w: Judge? By the unselfisihness of the 1ife?"
"Yes, the loving heart con never ve concealed frowm man or Heaven,."

That he rejoiced greuily in tre practical turn that spiritual
problems were taking in thne world; trat »e noped to see thew iwproved
upon and carried out without any dissent, in absolute unity, and tket
ne felt that when the waves of progress swept the shores of the sest
<their effect would be imsciate, because the Eastern mind was well
grounded in prilosophy ani thought uch on these subjects, That iron
sight was very ordinary in Fersia amongsi the Suffis, and people who .
studied these questions, That you could rot perfect yourself in it
-except by constantly turning your wind en2 hsart in a spirit of loving
cdemand that God would shower His bounty, znd that illusination was
bound to follow, That each time we turred to God we reoceived and
showed fort: radiance, That one does asll in not relying too much up-
on the teactings of others, but to turn to the Eoly Spirit for guig-
ance,

That the Christian Science moverent was doing great good in Auer-
ica and in otver parts of the world. That diffevent minds need dir-
ferent experiences, That without splenadid 21th you were incapahle -

of doing your best and most useful work, sulfering and adversity
i }had its lessons which we must all lsacn 50 later,
~ " That we must always have a cheesful faces hecause of the &lad tid-
ings in our hearts, -

That 1life and death were the saze ; there was little change; and as
hunan beings helped each other on the earthly plans, they could still
continue to show affection and give support to each other after tne ep-
varent separation.

That ths Heavenly Kingdou wes in us now. That if the spirit of
the departed entered the most heavenly Paradise without eyes to sea its
~'beuuties and ears to hear the celestial musie, they would wardly reccg~

ize they were there. . That onesrt® you could either ascend or Tall;
“{¥hat in Heaven there was no descent possible, only unbroken progrsss,
‘(' That one should constantly turn to the Heavenly Father for gulé.
ﬂnne on all points, 57 2 :
st : ] o i »&1‘—&:{45-
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%o the servant of 004 Mre, ISABELLA D, BRITTINGHAN,
- (7pon her e’ Banar001a2%) We 29

Ok thou who art attraotea by the Fragrences of Goq,
I kave reseived thy letter dated Oot,, 18t, 1903, aud am 1n-

‘farmed of 1ta gontants.

Know then, thet sex--asle end female--rslatas ts tha exigan—
a1ss of tle physioal world, end kas no relatisn (sonneation) with the
Spirit, The S5pirit and its worla als purifisd from theas gonditions,
80d sanatified from all similitedss ta tha bodies in the gantingant
world, dut during ancient Cyoles men were distinguisted frox wonen be-

in i Blorious Cyold, ae the pmawer ot tra Spipit strpassaes that of
the bodies, the Spirit has dovinton fn the worldof hwvanity: Trere-
fore--aistinotion betwean males an females is abolisked, and the af-
feativenass of tha Spirit beaing ranifest, man and wosen ars equel, for
ta-day thrers ia po A1stinotion or diftarenae betwaan malas and farales
wLo, under o1l asnditions and oirowtstanoes, are in sne atatian, Dis-~
tinotion and differsnne belsng only to the ope who is kind1sd by the
Fire of the LOVE of G0D, intormsd by His Nystertas: who 1a arising
for tha msi1vice st His Gsuse, annonraing tra Messaga of the Kanifasta~
tion ot His Ringdnm:  frow wiom spiritval virtuss are manitest, maroi-
ful ens divina perfections sre evident, ead who 1s keralding and pro-
olaiming pease, asnaord, atfeoction, lovae, harmony atd uwnion acong the
bations, Sook & one is the nobleat of souls, and the mast perfant be-
ing 1n sxistends, whethar {(Lhat soul be) wmsla or femals,

Razerding thy quastion as to the begluning of Craationt
Enow thow that the Truth (GOD) bas atarnally 4var bsan, and 8> alss
bave His arsstures, for thsre 1s no baginning eithar for tha Trutk
(GOD) or for tka orsstures, Acasrding to ke boGisas in this eantian~
geant world, the “beginning™ mentionsd in Lk Holy Sariptures msans the
bsginning of the Manifaestatlion, amd “Creation® aignifias tha Seannd
Spiritual Eirthr As Christ 8ays, “You must bs born &gain,” Thars is
05 doubt that tha baginning af thia Spiritual Graation was tia Menf-
festation Himaslf, for suelh kanitastation of tue wivins #anitestations
is tke Adem (of His time) and His first Delisver 1s Rve, while al) tie
85318 whs ars born st the Seasnd Birt) are His o¥ildren and dssaand-
ants. TIn ths New Tastavent It {8 regordad:-

“TLat whiok is horn of tha flesk 1s fles), end that which 1s
born of tha Spirit 18 Spirit.” Agein 1n Jokn first ard thirtasatke -
“¥bisk WsTs bora mot of blnad, nor of the will of the tYash, nor of
the will of man, but of GOD,” ¢

Conserning the Univeree, Crestion apa Existenos, thess ara
ke axizencies of His Names and Attrihutes, for withomt His oreatorss
the Creatsy mould hot be 1dentifia4, Thare aan he no providar (60D)
without thsre he soma one to keasive His provisions. Thare oan ba n»
Possassor without Leving sometking to boasesai naither can thara by
@ Sovarsizn witdount subjisots, The nonarchy of GOD is starnal, perpat- .
usl, and without 4nd, &nd the doninion of snok ig raal Monarak, His
subjscts, Glory and Beauty, is also eternal) and sverlasting, The
meaning, then, of tre “beginaing of Creatisp™ ®snlioaad in the Holy
Soriptures, is a 3pirfituel Creation, and the sesond Birth.

Upon tkes be greeting and praise,

(s1g.) .
« ABDUL~BAHA ABEAS,

(Revealed Oot., 34th, 1903, Transleted ip Lhe Holy City,
Translation osrtified to by Mirzs Fersed Azsean, Dea., R6th, 1503,)
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¥.
O Thou Beeker for Truth!
¥hatever thou hast heretofors heard was fancy, not truth; was tra-

,

dition (or narration), not visions for it was but an explanation concerning

the rising of the Sun, and the explanstion was during the night., In this
R Day, however, the Light of Truth has dawned and the world h;s became 1llu-
\( ‘Limdj therefore, whatever thou (mow) hearest concerning the Sun is on the
suthority of vision (or sctusl sight), not of tradition (or nnrrnn::).
Consequently, open thine eye g0 that thou mayst witness the lights, and open
the ear of thy soul sc that thou mayst hear the Livine Voice, Ee delivered
from thyself, from inaginations and superastitions, so that thou mayst find
Eternal Life, Recollect how many fencies (or imaginations) thou hast had
during thy life, Now it hms become evident irat they were all superstitiorn:
not the truth.  walk now in the Path of Iruth, so that t.};u shining lights
may encampass thee and thy soul find a new life, Ze quit of the supersti-
tions of the Pharisees, so that they may not prevent thee from believing in
the Christ; for the Pharisees were heedless of the real meaning of the Holy
Soriptures, and, since they did not understand the meaning of the l’cntateucﬁn;
they sssailed His Hiymua; Christ, One said, "Christ mustcome from Heav-
en, and this person has come from the womb of Mary," Another said, “He
muet come from an unknown Place, and we know that this one ie from Nazareth!
Another said, “¥here is the Kingdom of the Kessiah?" Another said, "Where
is the iron rod®" Another said, "Where is the throne of David? How did the
Messish sit upbn 4t?" Another said, “Where is the Justice that was to ocoue

. -n the days of the Messiah, and the mssociation of wild beasts, the wolf and
“the lamb, the leopard with the young goat, the asp and the suckling babe?"

. To be brief, as they did not understand the meaning of the Holy
Soriptures, they did not 8pprove of His Holiness, the Spirit of God (i,e,,
Christ), . They oppemed Him, avolded Him; nay, they even msde Him an orna-
nent of rm q9ross, They took the liberty of treating Him with the utmost

- Now, too, (in tuis Day) tne heedless ones are 1ixe uato the Fhar-

ey pre not informed (or, are ignorant) of the truth of the Holy
7 l.i Oautgutltly they oppose the Blessed Beauty (4,e,, Baha un

lah)
P et Sk B i i
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and are of the mcoffers. EBefore long tris greet Cause will change the
dust-bin of strife, conflict and wargfare into the rosegarden of love, af=-
finity, peace and conciliation.
\ Upon thee be greeting and praise,

(Signed) Abdul Bsha Abbas,

805,
Canbridge, Lass,

Iranslated by A. X. Khan,
July 9, 1
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HE Is GO0OD. 3/
0 ye illumined friends and maid-servants of the Merciful:

e iy

When the darkness of ignorance, $he heedlessness concerning
the Realm of Eternity, and bereavement (or deprivation) from the True
One had encircled the universe, then the resplendent Iuminary dawned,
and the brilliant Light illumined the horizon of the East. Hence the
-~ Sun of Reality shone forth, scattering the sparkling lights of the
Kingdom tc the Fast and the Veut. Those who had the seeing eyes
fourd the most great g£2ad tidings, began to cry the call:--"Oh
biessed are we! Oh blessed are wel" and they have beheld the
realities of things in themselves, and have discovered the mysteries
of the Kingdom: they vere released from superstition and doubts, ‘
perceived the Light of Truth, and became so intoxicated witk the cup
of the ILove of God that, wholly forgetting themselves and the world,
while dancing, they ran with the utmost joy and ecstacy to the City
of Martyrdom, sacrificing their rinds and lives upon the altar of
love, But those who were blind became astonished, and oﬁ account of
these joyous exclamations they were bewildered and began to cry:--
"Where is the light?" They taid, "Ve do not behold any light, Ve
do not see any rising sun. It is void of truth. This is pure
imagination.®
However, they have hastened, batlike, in the darkness below
the ground, and according to their own thoughts they have found a
lit*le comfort and tranguility. Fevertheless, it is yet the early
= )daxm, and the strength of the heat and the rays of the Sun of Truth
have not yet made their torrid and complete impress. When it reaches
the middle of Heaven the heat will interpznetrate with such intensity
\ that it will move and spur to the greatest velocity even the insects

g below the earth; although they are not a'le to behold the Light, yet

ithe penetration of the heat will move and agitate ell of them.
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Consequently, O ve fréemds of "od, be ye thankful that in
the day of effulgence ye have turned your faces to the Orb of the
regions znd have beheld the lights, t'at ye heve received a portion
from the ray of truth and are endowed with a share from the evare
lasting outpouring. Therefore, ye must not rest one moment, but
thank Him for this bestowal. Be y= nct seated and silent. Diffuse
the glad tidings of the Xingdom far and wide to the ears, promulgale
the Word of God, and put into practice the advices ard covenants of
God. That is, arise ye with such qualities and attributes that ye
may continually bestow life to the body cf the world, and nurse the
infant of the universe up to the station of maturity and perfection,
Enkindle wiih all your might in every meeting the Light of the Tove
of God; glacden and cheer every heart with the utmost loving-kindness;
ghow forth your love to the strangers just as you show it forth to
your relatives, and bes ye like unto faithful friends to the outsiders.
If a soul is seeking to quarrel, ask ye for reccneiliation; if he
blame, ye praise; if he gives ye deadly poison, bestew ye an ail-
healing antidote; if he creates death; administer ye eternal life;
if he becomes a ﬁﬁ'”}m chenge ye intc roses and hyecinths. Perchance
through such deeé;;nd wcrds this darkened werld will beconme
illuminated; this terrestrial universe will become transformed into
a heavenly reaimn, and this satanic priron will become & divine court;
v.'arfare and bloodshed will be annihilated, and love and faithfulness
will hoist the tent of unity upon the apex of the worid.

These are the results of the divine advices and axhortations,
and the epitome of the teachings of the Bahai cycle.

TUpen ye be greestings and praise!

(signed) Abdul-Baha Abbas.

(Tronslated by Mirza Ahmad Esphshani, July 3, 2906, Washington, D, C.)
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WORDS OF ABDUL BAHA
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*Yow as to the coming of the Great Master:: His appearance
ie dependent upon the realization of certain oconditions. Investi-
gate the Reality, and in whomsoever those conditions are fulfilled,
know ye of a certainty that He 18 the Great Master.

Firstlys:
Secondly:
Thirdly:

Fourthly:

Fifthly:
Bixthly:
Ssventhly:

Righthly:

Ninthly:

That Great Master will be the Educator of the world of
humanity. .

His teaohings must be universal and confer illumination
upon mankind.

His xnowledge must be innate and spontaneous, and not
acquired. ¥

He must answer the questions of all the sages, solve all
the difficult problems of humanity znd be able to with-
stand all the persecutions and sufferings heaped upon
Hime. 4

He must be a joy-bringer, and the Herald of the Kingdom
of Huppiness. ’

His Ynowlodge must be infinite end Hic wisdom all-compre-
hensive.

The penetration of His Word and the potency of His influ-
ence must be 50 great as 1o humble even His worst
enemies.

Sorrows and tribulations must not vex im; His courage
and oonviction must be Godlike. Dey vy day He must be-
come firmer and more zealous.

Te must be the Estahlisher of Universal Civilization,
the Unifier of religions, the Standard-bearer of
Universal Peace, and %he Fmbodiment of all the highest
and noblest virtués of tre world of huranity.

Therever ycu find these oonditions rezlized in o human temple,
turn to Him for guidance and illumination.®
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’ Address by Abdul Baha on the Four Preofs of the Vanifestations

cf God. Friday evening Febl4th, 1913,- 13 Kue de (reuze, Paris,

Whenever the Hely ¥anifestations of Cod appear in this world
the:- establish their validity with certain rroofs., One of their
precfs is the prophecies given by former Yanifestations. The sscond
is the wonderful traces which emanate from their peruonality. The

thkird proof ic their own deeds. The fourth prouf is trkeir teachings.

Tiz first proof which deals with the ;rophscies of
Henifestaticne are only acceptuhle to helievers. ror example, it is
recorded in Zaniel that 70 wa2eks after Lhe destrugtion of the Tem le}
sccording to prophetic reckoning when we turan these 70 wsexs into
days, we rave 490 days. In accord with the scriptual idea every day
is a year, therefore this makes 490 years, which date comss vary near
ths date of the ascension of Christ, From this prophecy we under-
stand that during the interval of 420 years Kebuchadnezzar cume,
destroyed the Temple, carried away many vrisoners und toward the end
¥is YHoliness the Christ appeared, and after the ueriod of his
ministry he passed asay. The evangelist will put forth a proof like
unto tris from the old Tectamant to establich Lho validity of Christ,
wnd we whe believe in 7Thrist accept such a proof, Those who are not
relievers ih Him will ot accept or ke convinced by thisg kind of
rrvof . In short the prophecies which are recorded in the books of
the former Munifastations are satisfectory proafs/for the believers,
eerecially the conditions whick are explained in the former books
concarning the subseguent Hanifestations. Forinstance it‘is recorded
in the 0ld Teutament that the Yessiuh sheould cowe down from heaven,

should reign as a king etc. Consequenlly thosec who ure believars
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e Tulfillment of chese prophecies acknowledge the Prophet=

hood of Christ,

The second proof is the miracles of the Prophets, ¥or instance
tha miracles which wera nerformed by Yeses, It ic recordsd in
ori:ntal history that Yic Woliness Awruham was throwxn on & hurning

pile, but he way protected and was unhurt, and ithat Meses diwided

the zea inte twc, chungsd tre rod into a serpent, and gaused the

¢f manna from heaven; under the smiting of his rod water

% Pros Tkis xind cf proof is always for the

o+
£
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believer, A Budkis convinced by these proofs, they ure

x Jews .re concernad Yecauss they

believe the miracles which are atiri-

buted te Jecus Christ ora only proofs for the Christians. The Jews
e~

refute oy = whols,

io onz lives today who Las seen these miracles

rerfornsd by christ, so hear testimony to them. Like=-

wise they attrirute many miracles to ‘ohamed - thase miracles are
cnly accepted by ithe Yohamzedans and not by the Jews and the Chrise
tians, This is %o show you that thesc two proofs are not final,

16 third proof consists of the dzeds of the “oly Yanifestationa

L w2 congider the deeds of thre Trunders of heligions we are con-

with certein irrefutable facts, Zor ingtance, "iis “oliness

¥oges founded a gmuse singly angd . Yo ane else could have per-
formed such a preat feat, Ye ancearsd when the Jews were in the

lowest depths of dejradation and ignerance,- Ve caused <them to

zucend £6¢ the hirchest ssta*ian of honor and krowlesdge, The Israelites

owntrodden in Birynt, they were captives and lahorers, Their

©
&
I
o

maralicy was in & dazree of haseness 40 sush an exbtent that They were

considared worse ithan animals. ¥1is Teoliness Yeoses through the Power
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‘of God was ens‘bltd‘té raise this ignorant and dark nation to the

surmit of fight and knowledge. This is an evideht proof of hie
prophethood because & single man cannot accomplish such & wonderful
universal work, to exalt a lowly humiliated nation tc the highest
horizon of prosperity and sucoess amongst all people. It 18 incond-
testable that this work -is accomplished through the Divine Power, no
just person can deny this. Por instance, His Holinegs Crrist was
quite alone, He wan a Jew from mmong the Jews., At a time when the
Israelites were under the yoke of the Romuns Chiist appeared. Those
goule who believed in ¥im attained to the summit of everlasting
glory. Through ®is Teachings the Chaldeans, the Syran, the dsoyrians,
the Grecks, the Romans and the Egyptians became united. He renewed
the world of humanity, it was transformed from one state into &
higher state. He was able to accomplish this alone through the
Divine Power. XHis Holiness )kohammed appearsd among the tribes of
peninsular Arabia. Thg Arabs were in the lowest degree of cavagery
and barbarism. Hohammed alone and without assistance educated these
wild tribes and suffered them to attain to the acme of p}agress and
a:.dvancemem;. One cannot accomplish such a mighty work through
physical pewer. Eie Ho}iness Bahe 0llah appeared with an extraordin-
ary supernatural power. At & time when the Fast was immersed in & &
sea of darkness and superstition, the people were in a state of
hatred and ignorance, Baha Ollah like unto the sun zhone feortk from
the Rastern horizon. Fe flooded those regions with His Glorious Light/
The oriental nations rose against Him and strove to sxstinguish '515
Light . Without any outvgrd pamgx power or influence He withstood +
their attakks, He willingly accepted every trial, vicissitude and
tribulation till His Banner was upraised and the banner of all the
rest brought 16y. Under the chains He unfurled the flag of oneness
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of thn world ef humanity. In the priaan e aprend ¥6 spresd the
principlen of un!vernl peace und brotherhood, From behind the
bvarrack He wrote His famous epistles to the kingc and rulers of the
earth. Some of these sovereigns were arraigned severely, the fall

of others was predicted, which ocsme to pass & few years after. One ¢
of them was ¥apoleon , he did not answer the first epistle, szo
/Bahn. Ollah wrote egain., Thege lettere were printed and published in
the book ealled "Surat Ul Hykl", 22 years ago in RBombay, India. In
this letter ¥e says: "I have written to thee an epistle, but thou
didst not heed it, therefore thy dominion shall be uptorn, this
earthly glory has mafle thee proud, but I ses humiliation is hastening
after thes, the foundation of thy sovereignty shall bg shakeh, and
thou shalt be subject to great humiliation., 32aba Ollah wrote this
from Yis prison. Likewise He wrote another epistle -to the Sultan of
Turkey Abdul Aziz saying: “Thou art become haughty through thy power,
thpu art relying toe much om thy sovereignty, thou hast heaped upon
ua tribulation and persecution. Xnow thou of a certainty tha% the
basis of thy dominion shall be destroyed. Inr Constantinople there
will be great confusion and thy glory shall be taken from thy hand,
and it shall fall into the hands of others®. These events of today
are clear proofs of the wvalidity of these prophecies. This Tablet
was printed in the above mentioned book before the downfall of Abdul
Aziz, Likewise He wrote an epistle to Naser -id Shah of Persia,
saying: "Thy kingship has prevented thee from bvelief in this Kovement,
Thou art thinking that thy sovercignty is eternal. This sovereignty
of thine shall be disturbed and in Teheran there will be & great
constitutional movement. The pillars of the sovereignty of Persia x
shall be shaken as by an earthquake, and great commotion und agitatim
appsar”, - For the last few years all these prophscies foretoeld by
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‘Baha Q)llah more ttan 40 years agd have come to paes, They are

irrefutavle,

while 3aha Ollah lived ir prison He carried Fimpelf with the
utmost mjeutyvand independencs . Refore yim every one was humble, Ev:-'
Everyone who presented himself in the presence of Baha 0llah would
come out impressed with ¥is spiritual power and authority. Even His
enomies bore testimony to this fact. They wrote after meeting Baba
0llah "This is a =miraculous persovnage, but we co not believe in Him,
we are not following wim because he iy against our ideas of religion.
In brief ths deeds and getiona of the Divins ¥anifestations are their
greatest proofs. The proof of the sun iz its i-ays and heat, There
is need of no further proof; thhk proof of this lamp before us is its
brilliancy. Not¥withstanding this there are many other proofs con-
cerning Taha Ollah, many miraculous deeds appeured from yim, but as
they cannct be proofs for those who have nct seen, therefore we do
not mention them, Tor if the people of the present day had lived in
ths days of Raha 0llah they would have been pfoofs for them, but if
we mention thqn:‘nomdays, some people might deny them, and others who
have cxcesdihé love may uccept.

The Yourth procf of the Holy Divine Munifestations is the
Teachings. For instance, the Teachinge of Fis Holiress Christ ém
gufficiont proof, there is no greater proof than these teachings,
heczuse they were the light of that century, and the spirit of that
age., Everything that He said in those days was in accord with the
need of tre time, His teachings were peerlegs &nd unique and matchless.

Consider His Holiness Baha Ollah and ¥is teachings. They are
the spirit of this cycle, the light of this century, eand they illu~
npine bhe dark corners of humanity. Whosoever has heard them has
confersed that these teachings are in sccord with the spirit of this
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©yertod. Those ;h& deny the ptation of Baha Ollah and 1ikewise those

‘ who believe 1n Hil 6laim bear tcstimon/ to inis ruat. .
While in America and London I explained fully in ny vurﬁoua
addreesos these teachings, Everyone praised them, and all acknow-
ledged that the world of humanity is like unto a bedy and these
{ Teachings are like the Bpirit animating trat body. Ko one offercd any
v contradiction, everyone Selieved that these yrinciples are the remedy
of every ailment, the Yalm for every wound, and thc meana of the
prosperity fer the world of humsnity, Without the inculcalion of
thess principles mutual understanding and concilliation between the
nations will not be realized. For instance the greatest evil of
this century i war, In the Bahai teaching war is rrobibited, The X
greatest need of this century is universal peace. Baha"Ollap has
instituted it. The most urgent need of human kind is the decluration
of the oneness of the world of huaanity, this is the first principle
of the Bahai Teahhings.

That which will illuminate the humun world is love, the aban-
donment of dogma and the forgetfulness of religious and national
hatred. Then§ teachings are inculcated in the religicn of Bzha Ollah,
Therefore you ohmerve that these Teachings are the greatest proofe
of ¥is claim. Such power appeareq from Him, Bufficient to convince

the whele worldP - The proof of the sun is its light and neat.

’
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¥l m-g'.uéupmn fhe Mudson REYor 1a tha aasly .
Hrge L ‘..‘:;.’:::21'%'.:&:ﬁ;ﬁ.:i*:,,:‘ﬂz,:::u::: e
Babais teach grn love.

Ee angwered: "She marriage bond is very important,” Re reo-
peated it, “Vexy, very important. Harriage must be striot and
pure, You must all be very osreful about this." Ho ocontinued;
"Women and men must not ezbrace eaoch other when not married, or
sabout to be.married, They must not kies each other, If women
kiss women, that is not bad. If men kise men, that is not bad,

But men and women must not enbrace., Such eonduet is nmot taught
in the Bahai Revelation and must not be done, It is not permit-
$ed.  If they wish to grest esck other, or comfort eash other,
they may take eaoh other by the hand, Desoribde how you have meen
the women of the Bast, as in Haifa, The Blessed Beauty directed
that there showld be great me.duty in the women, that they shounld
not bare the neck snd bosom, éna thet the women in the East shomiad
wear & veil, The conditions are diftaront in the West, but the
womon of the ‘Wast must mee the spiritual significanse of this
tesching., Do not d;atrcss then by saying that they should not
have done this or thet, Dhoy will mee for themaslves. Talk about

this only, so to gpeak, one by one with the friends, when you have

eppertunity.”

From notes of s talk with Abdul Baha, New York Oity
1918, recorded by AM.B.; Torwarded through Dr, Lathrop Tt he
A{ﬂ.l by Roy Wilhelm

on h:qb.{o Forsesy by Abanl Baha.

5 1;: ‘t—poz- '::h u;o)'no :’::eu '211. in thé.n world utu-
eres w. ho L on [d he in oome,

foroon are real gn‘% t to be mi‘%’. on thu plane, The ohiu in

tum\ kas its qyu. ou-l. hands and to;t o%0,, but thon pow-
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MARRIAGE

Portion of a letter written by litrsa Assad Ullsh in September, 1905.
L ‘.." ke .

A resarkable svent that took plsce in ths time of the trou-
ble wes the performance of the marriage cersmony uniting Mirsa
Ansyet Ullah and Xhanuw fesh. Nirza Anayet Ulleh i3 & brother of
Nirzs Ameen, snd Xhanum Zesh is a desgendant of the “Zing of the
Martyrs" on the mother's side and of the "Beloved of the Martyrs"
on tho father's side. - This marriage was contsmplated, and the
Master performed the seremony on the night when nothing but trou-

. ble was expaoted. He paid: "Fhen in troadle we shall have our

parriage, for in trouble do we have peace.”

The following is a copy of & Tablet revealed for ¥irza
Anayet Ullah and Ehamun Zogsh 2% that time:

fABLET
u411 the peoples hold their danguets at the time of peacs,
comfort and Joy. They are merry marry when in happiness and

pesce. But the peopls of God open the dooras of joy in disturd-
ance snd in the time of trouble. At the time of calamities do.
they perform marriage oBremonies, and in tho time of troudble are
they in the Paradise of Abha. Joy and pesge at the time of wnex-

- pested ordeal iz & special sign of the sgints, and inward happi-

ness in oppression is the nesessity for the peorle.

"Therefors in thess days the evil wishers have disturded
the poacs of the paople, attributed untrue desires to them, mani-
fopted their emmity, and sent reports to the Center of the Govern-
ment (May God confirm it!), which caused great disturbancs of the
pind and tummlts of the heart. Thus at sush a time of trouble
aia we preg::o our bnnz:et and perforn the marriage owremony of .-
the descendant of the ¢wo martyrs, so that it may be nown that
we Boak only the Truth and severance from this morial world,
trusting in God and follewing the Independont Pathway!

"0 My God, My Hops and My Desire! Thoun seest these, Thy
servants and maid-servants in a great calamity and ordeal which
was caused by the enmity of the opposers. They said of us that
we oppoBe the Government, and seck gorrpution among the people!
Thou knowest, O Uod, that our purpese is Fhy Will alone, and
that our desirs is but obediense, for, verily, Thou hast command-
ed us in Thy bdlessed Book to obey évery Just soverelgn and to
follow his strict oommands; and yet 4o they attridute $o uws such

. Palpe statements and cause disturbance in Thy land.

"0 God! We are oontent with what Thou hast destined for us,
and seek Thy good pleasure only! Our hearts are not disturbed in
great ordesls, for, varily, they are in Thy Path!

n5e bave performed, O God, the marriage ceremony of the
l::glﬁor of & martyr to Thy ssrvant Anayet, while in this great
[} . t -, - :
.. %0 God! O God! Bless $his union through Thy Grecs and
Bounty, and make it a living unity, and of one spirit--a unity
without separatisn, end bleme them with ml dasosndants, and .
copfirn them in Thy Causel s#ess . UL BAHA ABBAS. .y (yq_




36

To Mrs., kosa V. Winterburn, Upon her be Baha'u'llah!
HE 18 GOD!

G thou beloved maid-servant of God!

Thy letter dated April 22, 1907, was received and its contents
became kmown,

In this most Merciful Age the ignorant prejucises are entirely re-

moved, therefore the wmarriage of to ar, is peramissivle,

but Miss must exert herself day and night so that, like the favored
mald-servant of God, Mrs. Maxwell, she may guide her husband. She must not
rest until she makes him her spiritual as well as physical partner in life,
But the Eahai engagement is the perfect commmunication and the entire consent
of both parties, However, they must show forth the utmost attention and
become informed of one snother's character, and the firm covenant made be-
tween each other must become an eternal binding, and their intentions must
be everlasting affinity, friendship, unity and 1life, The bridegroom must,
before the bridesman and a few others, say; Verily, we are content with the
#ill of God, And the bride must rejoin; Verily, we are satisfied with the
Desire of God, This is Bahai matrimony,

Fegarding the marriage of Mr, e _8nd iies ____ , that also, God
willing, is blessed, .

The marriage of the Bahais means that both man and woman must be-
ame spiritually and physically united, so that they may have eternal unity
throughout all the divine worlds and improve the spiritual life of each oth-
€r, This is Bahai matrimony,

Upon thee be Baha-:l-Abha!

(Signed) Abdul BEaha Abbas.,

Translated by M Ahmad Zgphahani, ; .
August 1, 1907, Washington, D.C. Bet | 5D
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