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'" CtUaren, 1878; and Eo11. 8TAl'YZR1 in Ency­
tlopidie dt• Scit11ce11 ReligiWH1, vol. x. {87-495, 
art. " Persecutions." 

PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS, This 
doctrine, tho fifth of the so-called •• Five Points 
of Cal\'inism,'' is thus clearly set forth in the 
Canons of Dort, Fift/1 Head of Doctrine: -

" Whom God calls, according to bis J'llU'Jl0$6, to the 
communion of his Son our Lord Jesu11 Cbri11t, 111111 
ngcnoratell by the Jioly Spirit, he delivers also from 
tho dominion and 11lnvery of sin in this life, though 
not altogether frorn the bod~• of 11ln and fro1n the In­
firmities of the flesh, 110 long a11 they continue lo this 
worltl.'' (Art. J.) 

"By rca.~on of thCAe remain& of iodwelllngsin,and 
the temptations of t1in and of Jhe world, tb011e who 
are convert.ell could not penievere In a t11-ate of ,:irace 
U left to their own strength. But God !ti faithful, 
who, luning conferred graco, mercifully conflrm11, 
anti P,O"'erfully preser,·es them therein, even to tho 
end. ' (Art. III.) 

"Of this prc:sen·atlon of tbe elect to salvation, and 
and of their perseverance in tho faith, tr110 beUe,•en, 
for themselves mav llnll clo obtain assttrance nccorJ. 
lug to the 1neasure of their faith, "-hereby they arrive 
at the c~rtaln per.iull.!!lon that they ever "·Ill continue 
true 11nd li1·ing memherA of T.111, Church; and that 
ihey experience fo!Jivnness of sins, and will at IMt 
inherit et<irnnl life.' (Art. IX.) 

"This certainty of perse\•erance, howe'l"er, ls 80 far 
from oi.:cltlng in belloven a spirit of pride, or or ren­
dering thc1n carnally secure, that, on tbe contrary, It 
ill the real source of humility, filial reverence, true 
piety, pathince In e\'ery tribulation, fervent prayen, 
constancy In suffering aud In confeSlllng the truth, 
and of 110lid rojoicing in Goll; so t,bat tho considera­
tion of thl11 benefit should serve a11 an !ncenth•e to the 
eeriou11 and oonst&ot ptactice of gratitude a11d good 
worki<, as ap1l0an1 fro10 ihe testimonies of Scripture 
anLI tile oxao1plc11 or saint.,." (,\rt. XU.} 

"Tht1 carnal mind Is unable to eou,prebend tbls 
doctrine of the perMverance of 11alntll and the cer­
tainty thereof, which God hath most abundantly re­
vealed In his \Vord, for the glory of hill name and the 
coneolation or plons sonls, and which be impreMetl 
upon Lhe be11.rt11 of the fa.Ith Cul. Satan abhors it; Lhe 
world rldlcnlca It; tho Ignorant nnd hypocrite abuse, 
anll heret,itia oppose It. J3ut the apouso or Chrl!lt lu,th 
alw::iyi< 1uost ttinderly loved and constantly dofeuded 
it as au ine11tln1alilo treasure." (An. XV.) 

This doctrine was first clearly eet forth by 
Augustine in the Pelagian controversy ( De Dono 
Pcn,ei:eranliaJ), rene,,·ed by the Reformers, 11nd is 
held by nil Cnlvi11i11Lio churches, as a logical con­
sequent of the docUine of election. See \Vest­
mins!Rr Confession, chap. xvii. 

Anninins at first hea1tnt.ed about it, and then 
left it an open (JUe!!tion. The later Arn1inians 
took strong gronnd ag11int1t it, l\nd affir1ned the 
possibility of a total and final fall fro1u ~e. 
This is the position of the \Vesley&n Arm1nians 
to-day in Europe and America. The Lutheran 
Confessions ho'ld a middle position. The Church 
of England leave!! room for both theories See 
ARMl~IANISM, FIVE ARTJCLl':8 OF; ARMINIA:S· 
ISM, \YESLEYAN, 

PERSIA. A country which in the past has 
played not only one, but eeveral important p&rts 
on the stage of the world's history. Going back 
to re1note antiquity, we find, 8-COOrding to Sir 
\Villinm Jonl.'8., that" Tran, or Persia, in its lar­
ge$t sense, \VM U1e true centre of popu!&tion, of 
inowledge, of langu&ges, and of art.,; which, in­
{ltead of tra,·elling westward only, as it haa been 
fa11c;rully supposed, or e:uitwar<l, as •might with 
equnl rel\..'lon have been 88.'lert.e<l, were e:ipantled 
in nil direetions, to all the regions of the world." 

Persia was one of the great world-powers of Dan­
iel, the rival of Rome in it.s palmy days, the 
rival of the Ottoman Empire when Europe trem­
bled be~ore it, and, even in the laat cent~?• a 
conquenng power, the extent of ,11those dom1111on1 
was bf no means inconsiderable. In extent of 
dominion, and continuance of fl<nver, it is '\\"Orthy 
of con1parisou with Uome, and as n civilizing, 
fertilirin~ power, as "·ell. Iran and Turan repre­
sent civihzntion and barbarism. It ,v~ n nation 
of philosophers and poete, as was recognized by 
Moham1ned, in the saying, that, "if science were 
suspended from tho height of hen,•en, there are 
among the Persians those who would ~Ress them­
selvea of it." 1'1ohammedanistn, on 1te intellectu­
al side, wall largely 1~en1ian. Arabian philosophy 
was Arabian only in name and language. 'l'be 
brilliancy of the Bagdnd caliphate, tho Augu~ 
tan &ge of i\Iohammedanism, was largely due to 
Persian influence. Language and lirerature are 
rich and copious, and cbaracterized by a union 0£ 
profound thought "dth bri!Jiancy of expression, 
- true "apples of gold in pictures of silver." 
This brilliancy is not that of high art, but of 
life. Persian, like other Orienta] literature, p~ 
serves the characteristics of spoken language, 
't\•l1ich give it a perennial freshness, and make it 
independent of tbe changing fa.,hions of time and 
place. It is nearer to practical life than Hin~ 
du thought, - not tbought merely, but thought 
in action. This brings out the n1ost characteri&­
tic feature of the Persian mind, which is not so 
much its absolute origi11alit.y as its giving cur­
rency and influence to the thoughta and institu­
tions of other Oriental lands. It 1nnintained this 
supremacy undet' all circumstanoee. Conquering 
or conquered, it n1akes _a doop iinJ?reSSion UJlOll all 
the Oriental peoples with whom 1t comes 111 con­
tact. Hindu, Arab, 1'artar, and Turk, all ·feel 
it.a influence. In this respect it bears a striking 
rescmblauce to Greece. In religion it occupied 
a still higher position. Of all non•Cbristian reli­
gions, it \\'a& the one n1ost free from idolatry, n105t 
pure fron1 n1ornl taint, and charnct.erized by n1oral 
eiu-ncstncss, nnd depth of sense of sin. Life A 
warfare; ,nan, soldier of the Prince of light, 'in 
conflict with the Power of darkness. The Per­
sian& were the people 1nost in 11yntpnthy \\'1th the 
people of God under the old di!!pensa.tion. sustain­
ing to the1n a peculiar 1·elation, deli\-oring them 
from Dahylon, &nd aiding and assisting them 
after their return. 

Torning now to the Persia of to-day, we find 
that it still occupies an in1portant centrnl po,;ilion 
with reference to R1111!:lia on t.hc north, India on 
the east, Arabia on the i;outh an\i south-west, and 
Turkey on the "'eat.. Jn political p0\\•er, iuflu­
ence, and glory. it is bnt the tncre shadow of \\•hat 
it once "'as. Its tc,,itory, it is true, extending 
nine hundred 1niles from east to west, nnd seven 
hundred fron1 ~orth to south, and en1~racing an 
area of &bout six hundred and forty-eight thou­
sand ~nare miles, is still large. But of this tAlr­
ritory three-quarter-8 i11 dCBert; and 1nucb of t,he 
remai11der-even of those part4', which, like the 
country along the shore of the Cn.spian aud on 
the "·estem border, is exceedingly fertile - is but 
~arsely inhabited. Io the 111ore thickl,Y settled 
d111tricta even, 11ign11 of decay n1eet one, 1n Ullcul­
t.iv~ fields, deserled villages, and citioa wh011e 
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~pulation. in f!Ome C88e8, is but a tithe of v,hat 
1t 'Las been. l\fi&king due allo"'·a111..-e for exagger­
ated esti1nat.es. the probability is, that the popula­
tion of I'el'tiia to-day is not 1norc than a fourth of 
'\\'hat it \\"11.S two centuries ttgo, and tl111t its ,venlth 
has decreased in a. much larger proportion. The 
lll\Rle causes w~ich have brought about the pres­
ent state of things a.i-e at \\'Ork to-day. The ex­
tortion of the governn1ttnt, Jis:sensiou among rival 
princos, and the jealousy of the t,,·o leading na­
tions, - tho 1'artars and l'ersinus, bet"·eeu whom 
the land ilJ divided, -a.re rapidly paving the way 
for U1e dis1ne1nbermeot of the en1ptre. The Kurd, 
in his u,ountain fastnesses, watches for the ofpor­
tunity to swoop do\tt·n, and take possession o the 
fertile Joy.•(and.s; and .l:lussia, v.iho already "·ithin 
the present oeutury has twice enriched herself at 
the expense of I•ersia. ,va.its the tin,e when U1e 
whole 0£ Northern l'eniia shnU Leco1ne part of 
her possession. 'rrue, losses on t.he north nu~y in 
part be co111peosated by extension on the south­
west, Bagdad anJ the region round, rich in hit­
torical and religious n1emoriea to Persia, falling 
to her aa her share of the possessions of "the ajck 
rnnn:• But. it is not likelv that Persia will e\·er • 
agaiu be a great political pov.•er. As regards lit-
erature, it was the opinion of Lord Beaconsfield, 
tb.,t the time is at band wben Oriental literature 
shaJl take the place occupied by that o{ Greece and 
.Home. '\\o'it.h.iu the last few ,nout.hs llax 1\iUller 
haa borne very emphatic testimony to the iu,por­
t.anco of this literature; and it is a noticeable fact 
tbat t.hi;1 conviction is a growing one among those 
who have given attention to the subject. 'fhe 
question, however, of Oriental literature, is but 
part of a larger question. The distinctive char­
acteristic of U1at I iterature is tlie religious ele1nent 
which pervades and do,ninates i.t; and it is just 
here. that, at the present tin1e, the position o[ Per­
sia is of special signiticance. Persia is a distinc,. 
til'ely }l~l1an,~•~an country. ln R. population of 
five or s1:r:. m1U1ons there are only about forty 
tho Wiand ,\ r1,neniaDs, thirty thousand Nestoiians, 
fifteen to tweDty Uaousaud Jews, and eight thou­
aand 1-'ire~w-orshippers, or about a hundred thou­
sand in all. Butt.be ~lolta,umedanistn of Peraia 
is a peculiar Alohau1rue<la11h1111. Iu the ordinary 
sense of the term, the Persians are, and al,vays 
have been, bad ~loha1ntne-dans. Thet are the 
Broad Ch11rchr11en of that religion, and liohrun­
n1eda.nis1n iu it..,; Arabian dress has always been 
too narro\v (or the,n. 11ence bas arisen a type of 
)(oha1nmed&J1jsn\ \\'hich 111av be called t.be Persian . . 

111ystioal, dervish, or 1noukh1h, 11ohamuiedanism, 
the lea.ding representati\·e of which is Jelalu-d• 
Din, author of Alci;ne\'i, not so well kno\\·n in the 
\Ve.st a., Saadi aud l lRfii, but of inunensely great­
er significance from the religious stand-poiut. 

The "·ork is an oJd one. 1\leflana ,lela.lu-d-Din 
(

0 Our Lord, the llajesty of the ReJigiou of Islam "), 
son of an erniuent n1ys:tic, \\'AS boru at Ualkh, Sept. 
29, l:?07 A.O. The tiruo or his birth ii; sigt1i6ca.nt; 
as it is the period richest in J>ersian history in ite 
record of the birth of distinguished poets and 
philosophers, thua prepRring the \\·ay for the oom-
1og of hin1 who was to bring togeUter and unite 
all the separate lltrea.ms of thought in one mighty 
river. About 1227 \Te find hi111 r;etlled at Conya, 
lhe ancient Jcouium, \\'here in 1246 ha iustitut­
ed the order of llevlev.i,- daucing or wbirliug 

dervishes; and here, in 1278, be died. A truly 
extraordinary rnau, o[ marvellous insight and su► 
ceptibility for spiritual truUt, not only a profound 
thinker, but a n1an of affairs a.a well, a co1ubin1v 
tion o{ philosopher and 11tatean1a11. J,,'or our judg­
ment of hin1 \\'e are not dependent upon the 
statements of credulous disciples; the six books 
of l'lesnevi being an in1perisbable n1ouu1nent of 
hill ieniua, f11lly entitling hiln to the natne of 
'' Pru,ce of Persian .l\Iystics." 
. But "·hat ie mysticuim ? ,ve may sum it up 
10 one pregnant sentence fron-1. the Gospel of 
John (iv. 24-), read in the order of the Greek 
text,-" Spirit the God;•· not merely higher tban 
niatter, but that froni ,\·hich n1atter derives all 
ils signific&uee. God is Spirit, God is troth, 
Elobi,n, fuluess of might, the unlimited, inex­
haustible source of life aud liJht; n1atter, the 
opposite pole, without for1n, without substance, 
without even a shadow ; that \\-·hich is, Lut has 
not; existence without attributes; a purely nega­
tive conception, cha1-acterized by emptiness and 
necessity, as spirit is by fulueSB a.11d liberty. Re.­
lation of God and matter, that of giver and· re­
ceiver; of the two to the world, that of cause and 
condition. )fatter having naugl1t of its own U> 
111at1ifest, the v,orld, a.a distinguished fro,n chaos, 
is the U1&11ife11tatioo of God, depeudeut for its 
existence upon tbe presence of God. All tbinga. 
every thing therein, is the expression or syn1bol 
of a, divine idea. The higher the creature, the 
higher it.8 ~ptivity, unti[ in n1an, born iu the 
i111age of his >.taker, we have a mirror \\·bicb 
reveah not only the attributes of God, but God 
hin1self. Henoe the necessity for purity of heart. 
]'he mirl"Or 1nust be clean, that the image may be· 
reflected t.he.rein. 'l'he continuance of the '\\'Orld 
ia dependent upon the continuance of God's pres­
ence; it.II perfection, upon rising from the world 
of matter to that of spirit, in some way exchan­
ging the things seeu and te111poral for the tliiugs 
unseen and eternal. Hence the neoosaitr both • 
for something which shall be a constant pledge 
of God's presence, and for a new birth by "·hich 
the soul enters int-0 the spiritual world of rea.litiee. 
Last of all, and higher than all else, - God being 
the truth, of which the creature is but the n1ani­
festatiou, - God not only ~-as God in eternity, 
when besides bim there was nothing, but is God 
to-day (creation neither addiug to nor taking &\\'&Y 
froo1 hi,n), yea, and "·ill be God through all eter­
uity, not only the Lord of all, but the All iu all; 
the mightieat archangel before the U1rooe aa 
dependent upon his grace as the weakest and 
feeblest o{ the children of 1ne11. 

'J'hese J)l'Qpositions are not only presented, but 
powerfully presented, iu Me1:1nevi, as "·e crui fiud 
them nowhere else outside of Re,·elntion. \\'ell 
does \ 1 aughan say ( /lour., ,uith tlie .II yMics, ,·ol. ii. 
p. 20), that, " if the principle be true at all, its 
n1ost lofty and unqualified utterance must be the 
be.<1t; a.nd "'hat seerns to contmon sense tbe 
thorough-going madness of the fiery P11niitt11 is 
preferable to the colder and le66 consistent lan­
guage of the niodern Teutonic mysticisn1." If 
~he ~riental J~hu be th_e prin~ of. all mystics. it 
1B still t.he Onentn.l mind which 18 best fitted to 
uuderstand and set forth this side of Revelation.-

'fhere are several pointa in this connection 
worthy of our atteutiou. Oue is t.he ricbu8$8 oJ 
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ideaa in this work, as it were, a very seed·bed, 
whe.re there is oftti,nes more of meauing in a 
aingle l!Ont.ence than in learned tomes; con1pre­
hensin, as well a., rich, the truth of ~fohatnme­
danis1n supplemented by the truths of "" other 
religions; a doctrine of incaniation. of atoue1uent., 
o_f regeneratinn: practice of ,norality brul~ _en­
t1rely on love; cll\1n1a to he the absolute rehg100, 
- the ocean, of which all fom1s of religion are 
but the stre~ns: hence the reconciling character 
of thc·syst.em. Not only dooa it furnish a centre 
for the n1ultitudinous secte of Islam, but it pre­
aonts a platform on which the_istic llindu and Mo­
han,mednn meet, and on vducb the followera of 
Darwin, Carlyle, and all non-Christian philoeophiea 
and sects, n1ay unite, Another iinportant charac­
teristic is, that we flod Jelal a.ddres&ing nll cluses 
of tnen, unfolding the highest themes to the lowest 
u well M to the highest intelligence. No man 90 
low or so Ignorant for whon1 be has not &0mething 
fit and appropriate. To make a leanied man a 
philoaopber were nothing. 'fhe soldier, the mu­
leteer, the lowest ranks of 1nen, them would be 
teach I.he lessons of divine wisdom. A still more 
itnpe>rtant practical feature of this syslem is, that 
it 11 not a niere philosophy : it is an institution 
whose disciplea and propagators are the thirty-eix 
dervish sect&, 11cattered over all the Mobam1nedan 
world.' forming centres of spiritu"l influence in 0~ 
position to the secular element which has thua far 
had the upper hand. 

'fhe history of theae monks of Islam is full of 
1ignificaoce in ilia bearing on the history o( to-day. 
Originating in Arabia, at. the very beginning of 
l\lohammedanie,n, the den•ish n10\·e1nent did not 
become protninent till it was taken .up in Persia. 
Fro,n that country it received a twofold impulse. 
The Hindu doctrine of euccesaive inCl\n1ations, 
or, as it ill termed in dervish phrase, of the con­
lW)t presence of the living God npon earth in 
the person of I.ho Imam, \\·as ma.de its foundation. 
Two ideas of tremendoWJ power were t.hU8 brought 
t.ogether, - that of absolute i-ubjection to the will 
of God, and ~bat of a direct commissjon proceed­
ing from the very mouth of God; and the result 
was seen in a serie;i of revolutionary movement8 
which, from the eighth to the thirnienth centuriee, 
convulsed the Mohammedan world, finally culmi­
nating in th&t sect of the Assaesin~ who, for 
nearly two centurie11, kept up a reign of I.error, 
oom_pared with whom, M Yoo Hammer gays," All 
earher and later secret combinations and pred• 
!OrT s!,ates,. are c!"lde attemp~, or unat,tceeesful 
1m1tations. Persia, however, dtd 80meth1ng more 
thau provide dynaniite for the MCetic t.endencie11 
of the age. It was at the very time when that 
movement seemed to have exhausted it.self, that 
Jelalu-d-lJin appeared, and lltamped upon it a 
nniversal character, Uuia giving it a new lease of 
lite. 

From Persia the movement goes into all 11ur• 
rounding lands, and, in IIJ.lit.e of Of!~ition, every­
where rroepers. J II Persia it.self 1t takes posse&­
ition o the throne, placing upon it, a dynasty 
which wields the sceptre for nearly two hundred 
•nd twe11ty-ftve yt>.ani, - fro1n 1499 to 1722. Its 
history in the Ottoman Ernpire is stiJl more mar­
vellou.s. DistrW1ted :\nd hnted becauae of it& Per­
itiAn origin, it wins its way despite all obstacles; 
Md t.o-day its power is greater than ever. Not. 

• 

only are many of the principal men of the nation 
J\levlevia, not only bu the ordi!r atood high in the 
favor of sovereigns, the Sultan is never regarded 
as fullv invested with imperial power till girded 
with the sword of Osn1an by the successor of 
Jelalu-d-Din. 'fhere remains but one p<lflition to 
be attained,-the caliphate iise1f; and that, at the 
presenL tin1e, seems to be within itR grasp. 1'he 
whole trend of I.he ?t1ohamn1edan world, nay, we 
may say, of the Oriental world, is in the direction 
of tl1is ~autheistic dervish syste'!l. . '1:he pressure 
of the European po,v~rs, or Chmt1anity, and the 
re-Rction against the aecularization of the official 
heads of .11ohammedani8rn, all contribute greatlv 
to strengthen dervish Mohammedanism. New 
orders ha\'O sprung up: old orders ha,·e been 
strengthened. 'fhe preaent Sultan might alrnost 
be called a dervish, surrounded by dervish coun• 
aellors, having, 88 his ain,, to propagate dervi!lh 
principles. 'l'he doctrine of the l\iahdj, or guide, 
llS a dervish doctrine. The impendi11g change in 
t.he seat of the caliphate cannot fail to help the 
ruovoment; and if, as eeems not unlikely, Bagdad 
be the new centre, tha~ is the very centre of the 
dervitlb world, ita "City of Saints." Alreadv 
there have been, within the eresent century, th~ 
marked manifestations of this religious system, 
-Muridism or Shamylism in the CaucasU8, the 
Brabmo Somaj in India, and Babism in Persia. 
The ftnt ha., been put down, but only afrer a war 
of thirty-five years, which tasked the resources of 
tbe Rusaian Empire. 'fhe other two have but 
begun to n1anilest themselves; and it is a signifi­
cant fact, that tbey are not merely defensh•e, but 
oft'enrri'l"e, n1ovementa. Chunder Sen hais lately 
given out that he is about t.o visit f:urope as the 
bearer of a divine oommand to it to abandon it.A 
eect&rianism, and receive the universal religion. 
If we are incUned to laugh at the idea, we should 
do, well to ren1e1nber that many of the leading 
minds in Eurore and A1nerica are more in 11y111-
pathy with thJB Oriental Pantheism than with 
Christianity; that Eme111on ~·ae but a Persian 
Sufi in a Yankee drees; and that at the ~ry time 
these lines IU'8_ bein~ _penned (May, 1883), five 
thoupnd American c1t1zena, memben of the or­
der of Bekt.asl1i dervishes, are com.tnemorating 
"ith Orient.al rites the death of A.bd-el-Kl\der. 
We should do well all!O to reme1nber, that, what,. 
ever decay of faith there ma.7 be in Europe and 
America, there is none in Asia. There it is but 
latent, and ia already beipnning to manifest itself 
with the same power 1111 ln the daya of old. ;\fo­
hammedaniem i~ !1ot J?Mling away i_n any o_ther 
eenae than that 1t 1s beuig pel'fected n1 a 11on·er­
sal niUgion, which suatains the MJne relation to 
Mohammedanism that ChristiMlity doe11 to Juda­
ism; and this bastard Christianity, this fnlse 
logos, u "e may call it in view of the fact that 
it holds the cardinal truths of Chri.Atinnity y.•hile 
at the 11ame time it makee them void by its tradi­
tion, i8 a far more dangerous foe tl1an Moharorne­
danism pure and silnple ever wa., or oould be. 
Now, i.f ever, Chri1tiai11ty ia called upon to justify 
itl! claims to be t.he univereal religion. 

Persia is an old miMion-field. In the New 
Testament. (Acts ii. 9; l Pet. v. 13) there are 
indications, that, even in a.postolic times, the go&­
pel me~ was not unknown. We ml\y divide 
t.he work wto four perioda,-early Chrutian mill-
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eiont down to the fifth century, frorn the fifth cen­
iury onward, Nestoriau missions, Roman-Catholic 
missions, commencing wiU1 the thirteeuth, aud 
e\'&ngelical mis8ions with the nineteenth century. 
}'or the first two, eee NE!iTORIANli, 

John de Monte Corvino, the first Roman mis­
aiouary, began his work at 1'abree:t, near the end 
of the thirt.eent.b century ; and since U1at time 
Rorue has made a n11n1ber of efforts to 1,-ain a 
pennanent foothold in th&t country. Iu the 
eeventeeuth century, in Chardiu's time, she occu­
pied a number of in1portaut centtta. Neither 
the Neatorian nor the Ron1an mission has exer­
cised any permanent influence upon the nation. 
The Ne11torians to-day are a. sn1all body in one 
corner of the country, speaking a different lan­
guage fro1n tba.t of the surrounding peoples; and 
&be Romauiata are mainly those who have been 
gained during the pre~nt century. 

About the middle of the la..,t century the Mon.­
vian11 made a.n atte1npt to establish a rniaeion in 
Penia., which was unsucceaaful. Martyn's stay, 
1811-12 (see MARTYN), w1111 brief, but meruora­
blu for the boldness with "'hich be grappled with 
the Mohammedan problem. :For three years and 
a half (1829-33) Groves labored at Bagdad; Baael 
missionaries (1833-37), at 'fab1-eez; and James I~. 
}1~rr\ck (183~0), at various ~ints in Persia, 
pr1nc1pally at Tabreez. 'fhese different attetnpta 
bad to do largely with work for ~1obam1nedans. 
Dr. Perkins co1nmenced the Nestorian n1iSBion in 
1834 (NesroRIANS, GRANT, PaaxrNs); in 1870 it 
becan1e the n1iaeion to Penia., or, n1ore properly, 
Northern Persia. In 18i2 Teberao was occupied 
by ,fatnea Bas8ett; Tabreez, IJy P. Z. J.:::Uton, in 
1878; l\nd Harnadan, by Jan1es IJawkes, i11 1881. 
In 1869 lspahan \\'M occupied by l{obert Bruce of 
the English Church lfj88ionary Society; and io 
1883 Bagdad, by 1nisaionaries of the wne body. 
Connected with the five elations above referred to 
(Bagdad not included) there are 17 n1Rle 1nission­
aries (14 cot111eewd w1th the Pre11b,rterian Board, 
2 with the English Cbu1-ch ~li881onary Society, 
and 1 independent), and, inclusive of wives of 
missiouaries, 20 fe1uale 1nissionaries, between 80 
and 90 native helpers, about 1,1:150 native con1-
municant.a, one college, several high schools, and 
a ]argc nwnber of villa~ schools. Sunnuiug up 
the work of the eva.ngehcal 111i88io1111Jiee, we m•y 
say, that, thuts far, n1uch ha.., ooeu done for the 
Neatoriaos, t10metblng for the Armenians, aod 
80mcthing also for the Mobarnmedans, but that. 
taking a broud view of the field, we have rnade but 
a co1n111eoce1uent; and, ,vhile we have no reason 
to doubt the final victory, we have 110 reason to 
expect an easy triu1nrb-

L1-r. -Sir JO>l.'( ~ ALCOLM: Hiuory of Puna, 
London, 1815, 2 vola.; R. G. \VATSON: Hi.ltory 
of Per,in v,uler the Kajar Dynaaty, 1866 ; Sir 
HENRY RA\VWNSO~: England ancl Ruuia in the 
Eas1,, London, 1875; VON HAMMEil: llillory of 
the .Assa,n,in.~, 1818; Sir Jolt~ C11A1tor~: TraCf!l1 
into Per,ia and tht Ealll lndiea, London, 1686, be11t 
edition, Paris, 1811 ; STACK: Siz Alonth11 i,i l'er,ia, 
Lor1don, 1882, 2 vole. ; O'DoNOV AN: Jftru Oa,iK, 
London, 1888, 2 vole. ; C. J. WILLS: /n tht Lnnd 
of' tAe lion and lht Sun, 188.1, 2 vols. - Pen1ian 
.:Poetry. Sir Goa~ Ous&LRY: Ptr#ian P~t,, 1846; 
EASTWICK: The Guli11tan, liertford, 1850; Boo&N-

4TEDT : Hujiz. Berliu, 1877 i Rac1>1tot11Ut: 7'M 

Me1neci of Jelalu,.d-Din, London, 1881 sq.; H1tL1CN 
ZtMMl!!RN: Epic of King,: Stories re-tole/ from Fi,-. 
dWJi, London, 188'2; RODINSON: Ptrsia,1 l'ottr1, 
n. pl., 1883; ,v. A. CLOUSTON: l.Jakhtyar Nwna, 
n. pl., 1&53; RALrH ,v ALtx> EMERSON: Periia11 
Poetrg ( [,ettera a11d Social .-tim8). 

See Liwrature under CYRUS, D.i-:Rv1su, GRAWT, 
MAGI, AJANICHA:JSM, )JARTYJS, MISSIONS, Mo­
llAMMED, NEsTORIANS, J>ARS&l!ISM, and Pr.R-
KINS, P. z. EASTON (MIMlf''>U.)', Tabreu, Perna). 

PERSONS, Robert (or PARSONS), Jesuit 
emiasary and agitator; b. at Net.her Stowey, 
Somerset.shire, JUDe 24, 1546; d. at Ron1e, April 
16, 1610. He was graduated Jrl.A. at Oxford, 
1572; but, having beeu converted to Rontaltism, 
he quitted England, 1574, and entered the Socieiy 
of Jesus at Rome, July 4, 1575. :Five .years later 
he and Campian (see art.) were eent to England. 
They were the first Jesuit.a to visit that cou11try. 
The arrest of Campian caused his return to 
Rome, 1583; whence, however, he continued to 
manage the English mission, of which he becaine 
prefect in 1592. 111 1587 he was the first rector 
of the English seminary in Ro111e, and iu 1688 
waa Bent to Spa.iu to look after ,Jesuit interests in 
England, in case the Arn1ada should make its e.x­
pected succeasful attack upon that country. He 
founded sch_ools for the tra111i~g of Enslisb pri~ta 
at Valladohd(l589), Lucar (1001), Seville and J,1s­
bon (1592), and St. 01ner (1593), besides lending 
his efficient aid to the colleges of the secular clergy 
at Douay. lie was au indefatigable, wily, and 
learned n'UUl. Of his numerous writiugs 1nay be 
mentioned, A britf di&Cour, contog11i,i9 ctrtai11e rta• 
1on1 whg catlioli11iu, re/WJe to goe to Church, Doway, 
1580; A Chri1lia11 1/irectorit gui,li11g 111en to llitir 
,alU;Otion, Lond., 1583-91! 2 part.a, repriuted, mod­
ernized, and Protestantized by De.an Stanhope, 
1700, 8th ed., 1782; A eonfertnee about the nm 
,uc'-·tuion lo tlte cro1Cne of Jnglancl, 1594 (t.he 
p1·i11ter of it was hanged for sedition : it support­
ed the clairn of the Infant.a); Treatue of the thrtt 
cv1u;emo11a of J.:11glan<I from paganinne to Chr;.. 
tian religi011, 1603-04, 3 pa.1-t,g (an a.uswer to Fox's 
Acti and A,/0111u11e11ta). .For bis biog1-aphy, see 
1-;. GEK: The Jesuit', ,ne111orial for tlit in1nule.d 
refor111ation of E11,qlancl under their Jiru Jlopiu 
prince, Londou, 1690; HALLA II: Lil. hiu. Eng. ; 
Gn..:..:w; /list. E11q. People. 

PERU, a n,public 0£ South America, estab­
lished in 1821; nu111bered 2,699,945 inhabitanta 
in 1S76, be.sides so1ne tribes of wild Indians, eati­
niated at 350,000 souls. }Jost of the inhabit.ante 
are of Indian descent, and the overwhelming ma.­
jority of the peo))le belong to the Ron1an-Catholic 
Church. In 1876 there were 5,087 Protellt.aul.8, 
498 Jews. and 27,073 persona belonging to other 
denominations; but, accordiug to t.be coustitu­
tion of Aug. 31, 1807, only Hon1an Catholics have 
the right of public worship. The ecclesiastical 
division of the country co1nprill~ the archbishop­
ric of Li,na, founded 111 1539, and t.be IJishopriC8 
of Arequipa (1009), Ch1uihapoyas (1805), Cuu:o 
(lo3S), Guamanga (1609), Huanuco (1865), Puilo 
(1862), aud Truxillo ( 1577). • Iu 1868 there were 
only 634 parishes, but 1,800 aecular priests, and 
720 regular clergy. During the Spanish rule the 
Church of .Peru was exceedingly rich ; and in 
spite of repeated confiscatiou1 of estates, and 
seizures of revenue» which have oome over her 
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