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d Before the Bebia Assembly, in New York
|| .+ City, Giving*His Personal Views

a/ . of What the Movement' Means

H

i=| The Baha religion'is not merely
€| idealistic theory: it is a practical instry-
rimepnt made for the present age, and s
disuch it has to be preoccupied with diffc;-
6 lent rel hips b the different
s religions. I swear to you before G,
alit is not of you‘:"ingtkvms we wish 1o
-| dispose, but we have come to dispose »i

your hearts.
aim.of Baha.” - Kitabul Agdas, the Most
Holy Book, which is considered the prin-
cipal work of Baha-o-llah, ’

In a recent work written by Abdul
| Beha, explaining the history of Turkey
and Persia, show the misfortunes which
in the course of the last century have
weighed upon these two countries, |
always had the initiatory cause, the un-
justifiable interference of the priests, in
'the political affairs of the country. He
points out how the ddministration of a
- government” penetrated by a sense of its

| duties is as necessary for a country as
l.'the moral direction which it derives from
+| the religious idea; and how that the two
.'!au(horilirs should under no pretext what-
- ever tncroach on one another's preroga-
t tives,

¢l Baha-o-llah, Tablet of Ishraquat, men-
'tions that Kings and Ministers of State
»/have a supreme mission here below en-
V titling them to the respect and devotion
slof-their subjects.  “They are the," he
Heor “day-springs of the power
wning-plices of the authority of

That is to say, that in them i§
¢ manifested t men one of the divine at-
tributes “power,

- LT T 4§

ht.in some.wav, which justifies t
s high position, équally imposes upon th
sacred duties,  Tn order to' be obe
they should govern with equity ; but it is
especially their mission to establish on
carth the Universal Peace, that peace
“iwhich Baha-o-Hah came to give to the
n,
two means of attaining this
ption of an internationa) lan-
the creation of tribuhals of
i to regulate difficulties pend-
'ling betwgbn nations. !
In the) Kitahul Aqdag as well asina
f hig, earlier and later writings
laha-0-I exhorts the Ministers of
State to come to an agreement as to the
employment of a wniversal language and
'| writing, - either by thoosing one from
amongst those already existing, or.else
'by creating one artificially. this
means, international relations il-
itated, people will learn to 'rno n-
other better, consequentially to. love one
another,
. The institution of tribunals of arbitra-
tion to suppress  the causes which deter-
minate war between nations, is connecte’!
with the perogatives of a special counci!
called Baitu-l-Adl, or House of Justice

had thought of “assémbling the Hague
Conference, Baha-o-llah had made these

igh principles the one basis of his dis-
pensation.

In the Tablet of Ishraquat, Baha-o-Ih"
says: ““We have lcommanded the Most
Great Peace which is the greatest means
for ‘the. protection of mankind, " The
rulers of the world must, in one accord
adhere to  this “command, which is tie
main cause for the tranquility and sc
curity of the world. B

.“ e Bahias have carried obedience to
this principle so far—ramembering that
their Prophet had said, ‘Tt is better for
,\'o'l;‘ h('o be killed than to kill.'” .

is universal peace has been the aim
of B;h:g-lhh all his life. “That a!l

Most certainly this is 1’

However, it is important to note that
more than twenty ye:ﬁdare the Czar |

’

is there in this?  Yet so it shall be: these
Jruitful strifes, these ruinous wars, shall
pass away, and the Most Grear Peace
<hall come.” - Thus he spoke in April,
1890." '

\nd this is not all. Internal peace and
prosperity, when the struggle between
lasses will cease. .

I'he. Fifth Ishraquat (effulgence) is
that governments must 'be acquainted
with the conditions of officials, and must
confer upon them- dignity and positions
in accordance with due measure and
werit.  To have régard for this matter
s obligatory and incumbent on  every
chief and ruler,

\nd again he say“{ “O people of
God!  Exalted be his flory. Ask God
to guard the sources of power and au-
thority against the evil of ggotism and
lust, and to illumine them with.the ligh.
of justice and guidance.” -

In a letter @ Queen Victoria, in the
carly days of Akka, Baha-o-llah con-
gratulates her on her submissio¥ to the
decisign of Parliament.  “Thereby the
basis of edifices of affairs is made firrg
and the hearts of those who are unler
thy shadow, both high and low,-are made
tranquil.  But it behoves them (allu
o the system of represéntative gove
nent) to be as trustees among the s
Cants (of God) and to regard’ t
clves as guardians over whomsoever is
n alvthe earth,” * *

And farther on: “We ask God Wt
Fe will help the Kings to be at peace,
verily He is able to do what e willeth,
¢ assembly of Kings; verily we see you
mereasing your expenditure eveey vear
and placing the *burden (thercof) on
vour subjects above that which they can
bear, neither ruin them to build up_your
laces.  Choose for them that which ve
se, for yourselves; thus do we ex-
pound unto you that which will profit
vou, if ye are of those who enquire.”

Bahaism’teaches us not to be attached
™ the things' of this world. It insists
Just as much ‘on the legitimacy of in-
dividual property which alone can assure
the progress of societies.

The third Ishraquat commands the ex-
ccuting of the-laws, for this is the pri-
mary means for the maintenance of the
world. The Heaven of Divine Wisdond
15 illumined and shining with two orbs
+-consultation and kindness ; and the tent
of the order of the world is hoisted and
established on twg pillars—reward and
retribution, °

The “administration of the Bahai So-
ciety is entrusted to an organ created by
Baha-o-llah, or House of Justice, whose
constitution for each town is ordered by
the Kitabul Aqudas. 'l‘h)nllc; fixing its

province, the spirit whichfshould preside
over its deliberations and its acts, make
it an instrument essential for the propa-
gation of Bahai principles in the world.
_ Baha-o-llah in IsHraquat:
imposed on every town the erection of a
- Naitu-1-Adl, where men are to

- than the present.
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religion of healthy and joyful life, a‘way in_ which Truth can
worality based on activity, and not a withstand time and ity changes. Lan-! just as_noble,. and - more satisfactory,
‘dogma " of conteition, a sterile dostrine’ guages change, the meaning of words is than that of the warrior or Crusader of
of renouncement,’ We were made 4o be lost; for these are but the expressions the olden time, -~ '

happy and not sad; for joy, not for| of periods: gymbols. never change, wince :
sorrow.  Happiness is life, “sadness is'they are th xpression of man's spirit.’ 7 future will{\ol be to see how many com-
death; spiritual happiness is cternal life.] Baha-o-llah was no exception. in this mercial* combinations ai poli
tis a light that the night does nulié(- respect.  He used ‘symbols and meta- can be controlled_for the purpose of ex-
tinguish. It is an'honor that shame does' phors, and if we would understand him, ploiting the people; butman will vie with,
not follow, an existence which is not re-| we mugt interpret thesg. But this is the others to see' how many of his fellow:
solved into ihilation.  For happiness ilay of enligh
the worlds and contingent beings have symbols will be read with" the highest but in
beerd created.” conception of truth, and his teachings'to rob his fellow man, but in co-operative
Bahaism stands for the emancipation will throw light upop those of all former | organizations to .bless his kind. -
of woman as against the Greek preju- manifestations The_Baha spirit will dominate human-
dice as taught by the Apostle Paul fif-  The time has now come when menware ity strife _wil disappear.  Love will
teen hundred years ago.  Those teach-' keenly receptive of spiriual things, and come; instead of fear of hunger and of
I"’Y must give way to the new dispen- the symbols, metaphtrs,” and allegories ' want, rganized productive energy will
satdon, a ore perfect and holy religion. can h(}m“\}i!ed and their true meaning bring fgr(h boun\i‘uvhlwelwto'ﬂ{qdﬂl

St. Paul wroté intuitively greater understpod, " every heart, i ¢ e
things than he knew, and unconsciously { T8.45 to uncover and expose that,  The next step is the resurrection.
portrayed the idolatrous apotheosis of )'Ii \ Ties hidden in time, and in the re-| Rise in the majestic strength of your
the male clements,  You remember. 4igfons of the past, to infuse a new sj)irit‘ulu(ualixed bml‘lerboo_d, and the ob-
however, that St. Paul tells the women inty the peoples of the earth, that” the stacles of your progress God himself will
that if they want to know anything they new\dispensation has appeared’ in lhe‘
must ask their husbands.  Until woman' world) ol - |
15 accorded justice, until she stands in-'  If mlen will put into practice what they ' pure delight. The time is at hand, The
deed, and in reality, as well as in ime ' themselyes believe, it will not be neces- new life can begin now,. We want the
squarely op an equality with man/it Wl sary to\bear an emblem, or to give it ac Ith of G blished that
be idle to dream of a race higher in soul name. | shall bless' all men and women with
development and more morally robust — The preseit cycle marked the kingdom peace and plenty. = Kindliness and help-
of heaven on earth. Jesus proclaimed it.| fulness and mytualism embodied in our
This long lingering curse of a barbaric Baha-o-llah was its fulfill The| ic- instituti 3 Te-
past is responsible for a large propor- study of the social order should be ‘the the
tion of the immorality
With the higher development of man- what is religion” Religion is at bottom ing 6f the old order and the coming of
hood will scome a purer, simpler, and a social bond, a bond that binds all men the néw: will bé :without observation,
less sensuons and extravagant life, abso- into one practica) brotherhood in God. | Both events are taking place now. -Evo-
lute justice for woman, including full  This is the meaning of the new birth; lution dogs the work.

enjoyment of the right of franch®e, for thit we must strive to be born out of  Wae must have the new system of or-
“a chililhood, resulting from an awakened oyr brute inheritance, out of \satan ser- def and justice, and the new spirit of
conscience, the i1t of intelligence and yice, into the peoples’ service; out of brotherhood, The new time is coming
love selfhood into otherhood. And only the with a purpose—a purpose from the

Pahaism js a religion of this age apd kingdom—the fraternal commonwealth 'heart of the eternal. .

f evolution. Tt teaches not o Iy, furnishes an organ for this new spirit—  ° —— e

thing that any other Prophet Was furnishes a proper organ for the ex- - o= -

taught, bwg it embraces all good taupht pression of (the Christ spirit in things. |

in every“other religion. It is a uniffa-. God's universe is one. . All its laws and *

tion and synthesis of ‘what is best and forces are a grand harmonious wholg of | S

highest in all other religion. Everyone divine energy. Every material law, when S
receiving the Baha teachings will think, .truly known, is attuned to spiritual .pro~’\
“How like my own religion.” ,gress, The very nature ar constitution 1

This is because they are so broad that of human society and all the forces that!
|they include all tiuths. To-day is the enter into it, make the kingdom of Y
[time Yor t Spirit of Truth. The heaven a consequential necessity. Our|
spirit has passed away from the bodies of | Father worketh hitherto and we work. |
the old religions. All the teachings of . Modern scientific research is dgilyr'ﬂ
|all the great prophets are sublime, but, demonstrating and justifying the state-) A
[time changes all things, and while the ments and predictions of occult science,
forms of their doctrines remain, the or philosophy, as expounded by Budda
|spirit has fled. These bodies are dchd.i,tsll!, llerr‘ves, Zoroaster, Confucious,
or dying; but the same spirit is reborn in Moses, and many others, to the great
a new body, that is, the Body of the Law, } satigfaction of those who have reached
Icdntained”in the utterances of Baha-o-,the same conclusions by inductive rea-
llah. By the new dispensation a new soning.  All predictions. - emanating
spirit is infused into these teachings, and’rtherefrom seem to center in. the appear-
when they are understood there will no ance of one who'shall prepare the way.
longer; be room for contention. True altruism is the fundamental law "
~Christ bl"%his followers to receive his of all life, for God is !ruly'h%v “
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A life of culture, peaceful industry and

e ety,
produce the spirit of  brotherhood,
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words in /the spirit—not in the letter— may believe this, but we cannot

according to the number of Baha. They!
should figure to thetWselves that they are
in God's presence, and see the invisible.
I'hey should be divine agents in the cas-
nal world, the representatives of ' God
for those who are on earth, and defend
for love of God the interests of His
servants as they would defend their
own”U Thuss the Kitabul Aqudas ex-
iresses itself, 4
The men-bf the House of Justice of
# Uod “must, night and day, gazé toward
that which hath rev:élcd from the hori-

7on of the Fleaven of the Supreme Pen
for the traiding of tHe servants, for the
upbuilding of - countries, for the protec-
ton of men and for the preservation of
onour,”’ Q .

This provision imposes on the cofincil
the care of superintending education.
Rahaism teaches that man can qnl‘y ap-
Proach God by first developing his in-

“God has|and so-have all manifestations. by the sense perception; until our
The Bahai view is that the march of | senses ‘are opened to those planes of life T#
bl lution i ly upward. If where its actiol clearly manifested at|A:

€ 15

dexamine the_ history of the world in its/all times and under all circumstances,— [T}
religious and philosophical’ aspects, de-|hence the importance of the deyelopment
fining and comparing the successive great|of such senses, which ii connection with| T«
cycles of racial development] we find that|the right effort and asgirations are un-{“I
cach is marked by-the appearance of the| folded, naturally, surely, safely, when
founder of a rew religion and philoso-/one’s life is consecrated to the service|H
phy. There is a difference in prophets of humanity, ¥

or maniféstations, Thege is the divine will increase “préduction by|“F
essence, and there is spirit of that|subsfituting for the present anarchy, anlAr
essence. That is, when the spirit was ization of the productive forces. |[If

manifested in the prophets of old, they] Ninety per ‘cent of the productive| Th
represented as much of the divine na-|energies of the'country are : the| He
ture as it was possibié for the people of crude warfare of competition, and in the|“I'
those periods to assimilate. Ly of d i t, and in| -
In all other manifestations -God sent|the payment of uneay rest, Baha-
His Holy Spirt, or Breath. 10" breathe ism ‘wil siop his. Babaism will be 4|
upon the peoples-of the world. = - Jcompletely organized state, wherein the Th
This Breath has been called “Krishna” (industries' of life will be managed with|
by the Indians; “Logos” by the Greeks ;| the same, or superior efficiency, economy, wg
“Holy Ghost” by the Christians. It is|and consideration of the public good, ad
the word\of St. l:l:méovéhjch. “in the be-|now characterisese the e of ““

1 it

tellectual faculties, which will permit hint

edge W
sellf‘:)hlam g $ m‘mg " 8

be wrinén to' er and nobler life, but just as men\mu. ’

and thierefore his men he can induce to join, not in strife, .
fellowship ; not in combines .

The strife for” fame and glory in the

-

roll ‘away. A glorious life awaits you. _

found - to-day. chief concern of the religious man. For' Rahd spirit, an hundredfold, The pass~ -
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