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E. G. BROWNE: 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE .. 

Edward Granville Browne was born in Glouces
tershire in 1862 and passed his. youth in N ew
castle-upon-Tyne~ He was educated at. Eton 
(where he found the classical curriculum then 
in force boring and impossible), Glenalmond 
and Pembroke College Cambridge. His interest 
in Oriental matters was first aroused by the 
Russo-Turkish war of 1877 and at Cambridge 
he read Oriental languages as well as medicine. 
His father, a successful engineer, insisted that 
Oriental languages was too hazardous, as a 
profession and that he must qualify as a doctor; 
this he did between going down from Cambridge 
in 1884 and undertaking his only long visit to 
Persia in 1887-8. 

It is this visit which was the subject of A Year 
amongst the Persians and, as appears from that 
book, one of his main purposes was to make 
contact with the Babis and to obtain any of their 
books which he could; the present volume is one 
of those he obtained. 

He returned to Cambridge to take up a fellow
ship at Pembroke and, except for comparatively 
short visits to Turkey, Egypt and North Africa, 
never left Cambridge again. 
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However, he remained in very close touch with 
Persia through a host of friends and correspon
dents, and not only produced the Literary History 
of Persia but was also closely concerned in the· 
events following the Persian revolution of 1905. 
There was a real threat that Persia might be 
partitioned between Great Britain and Russia, 
and it was widely believed that his Persia Com
mittee was the decisive factor in the preserva
tion of Persian independence. His private fortune 
enabled him to help many Persian and other 
political exiles. 

He married in 1906 and died in 1926, leaving 
two sons. His memory is still green in Persia, 
and within the last decade one of his grand
daughters who spent a year there received much 
kindness, not only from his old friends and 
pupils, but also from strangers who felt for him 
the same kind of affection that the Greeks feel 
(or till recently felt) for Lord Byron. His statue 
in Teheran is said to have been the only statue 
of a European which was spared during the rule 
of Dr Mossadeg. 

London 1974. MICHAEL BROWNE. 
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INTRODUCTION .. 

HALF' a century has not yet elapsed since Mirza 'Ali 
lVlul).ammad, the young Seer of Shiraz, first began to preach 
the religion which now counts its martyrs by hundreds and 
its adherents by hundreds of thousands I; which seemed at . 
one time to menace the supremacy alike of the' ~ajar 
dynasty and of the Muhammadan faith in Persia, and may 
still not improbably prove an important factor in the history 
of Western Asia; and which, within the memory of men 
not yet arrived at an age in any way unusual, has passed 
successively through the Prophetic and Apostolic periods, 
and entered on that phase of intestinal" dissension and 
political opportunism whither, sooner or later, every religion 
(be the Idea ~vhich gave life and strength to the teaching 
of its Founder never so pure and lofty, and the devotion, 
self-abnegation, and brotherly concord subsisting amongst 
his early disciples never so perfect) inevitably comes. Thus 
it is that, quite apart from the political significance which 
it may acquire in the future, and the influence which it 
may exert over the destinies of Persia and the neighbouring 
states, the Babf movement cannot fail to attract the atten-' 

.• I • 

1 See Curzon's Persia, vol. i, p. 499. "The lowest estimate," . 
says he, "places the present number of Babis in Persia at half' a 
million. I am disposed to think, from conversations with persons 
well qualified to judge, that the total number is nearer one 
million." 

b2 



Vlll INTRODUCTION. 

tion and awaken the curiosity of every student of the 
Comparative History of Religions. 

N ow the study of the origin and evolution of any religion, 
ancient or modern, especially of one which aims at effecting 
a great change in the thought, life, or political organisation 
of the people amongst whom it arises, is, though invested 
with a singular charm, fraught with peculiar difficulties. 
For, at the outset, such religion finds arrayed against itself 
every vested interest and every deep-rooted prejudice of the 
dominant dynasty and hierarchy, as well as of all who are, 
whether by conviction, habit, or considerations of personal 
advantage, attached to these; and, whether or no it be 
called upon to face the sword of a tyrant, the sentence of 
an inquisition, or the rack, the stake, and the axe of the 
headsman, it is certain to be exposed to the misrepresenta
tions of court-chroniclers and ecclesiastical historians, who 
will spare no effort to pourtray it under the most sombre and 
lurid colours with which their imaginations can invest it. 
Fac.ts will be suppressed or distorted; vague rumours and 
unfounded slanders will be recorded as assured and indis
putable facts; charges of communism, anarchy, free-love, 
and worse, will be hurled against the innovators; and 
while, on the one side, occasional excesses and casual acts 
of violence are represented as the natural and logical 
outcolliC of doctrines subversive alike of niorality and 
humanity, on the other, deeds of treachery and cruelty are 
passed over in silence, elevated to the dignity of righteous 
reprisals for inexpiable iniquities, or condoned as measures 
which, though harsh indeed, were rendered not only ex
cusable but inevitable by the exigencies of the time. Should 
the nascent faith lack strength to outlive this stormy 
period of probation and persecution, the name of its founder 
and his adherents will almost certainly be branded with 
a stigma of infamy from ,,-hich oblivion alone will free 
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them. How different a complexion .might the 'life of 
Moseylima or the teaching of Mazdak wear if we could but 
hear the case for the defence, or learn aught about them 
save that which their triumphant opponents have recorded! 

But even should the young religion survive this fiery 
ordeal, and secure for itself a permanent footing amongst 
the theological systems of the world, new dangers and new 
sources of misrepresentation of a yet more subtle kind than 
any to which it has been heretofore exposed spring into 
being. HitheFto these have been wholly or chiefly from 
without. 'l'hat whole-hearted devotion to the founder 
which alone could induc~ his early disciples to disregard 
wealth, position, ease, family ties, and even life itself for his 
sake, and that unquestioning faith in his teachings and un
hesitating obedience to his commands which is the natural 
and necessary outcome of this devotion, maintain the com
munity, at least during his lifetime, in concord, harmony, 
and fraternal love. Persecution from without; the sense 
of common danger, and the still fresh remembrance of the 
beloved Master'H words and wishes, expressed or implied, 
may ~ombine to prolong this period for a time, even for a 
cOllsiderable time, after his death; but, sooner or later, 
dissensions, schisms, and internecine strifes are sure to 
arise. A cessation or abatement of the persecutions which 
have hitherto compelled the members of the community to 
combine all their powers in resisting the common foe, and 
to present a united front towards their oppressors, now at 
length gives them leisure to examine more minutely" and 
critically the doctrines bequeathed to them; attempts are 
made to weld these doctrines into a logical and coherent 
system; differences of temperament, training, and aspira-. 
tion, hitherto latent, become manifest; ambitions, hitherto. 
held in check, burst forth; rival claimants arise to contest 
the supremacy; new circumstances and altered relations 
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to the environment suggest to the bolder and more active 
spirits modifications and developments of the primitive 
doctrine, of which, perhaps, the founder never dreamed; 
and an energy and tenacity of purpose which were de
veloped by the need of uniting the young church aga.inst 
a common foe are expended in dividing it against itself. 
N ow, alas! the golden age of the new religion is past, or 
all .b.ut past; the heaven-inspired prophet, the loving, 
untIrIng, undoubting apostle, and the pale martyr, who, 
with the smile of victory on his lips, and widely opened 
eyes fixed on the far distance, as though to discern through 
the lurid flames of the bale-fire some glimpse of the 
promised Utopia, fade from the page of its history, which 
henceforth is filled with pitiful tales of dissension and 
disruption; of anathemas and accusations of heresy and 
apostasy reiterated and reciprocated with increasing bitter
ness; of suppressions of unwelcome records and corrup
tions of inconvenient text~; of frat.ricidal assassinations 
and persecutions. 

Of this golden age of faith the record~ are usually 
scanty, but, in their primitive form, simple, truthful, and 
wortl~y of credence in the main, though not improbably 
one-sIded, exaggerated, confused, and rude in style. 'rhe 
enemies of a new religion do not corrupt its records, they 
destroy them; and what escapes destruction at their hands 
and subsequent corruption at the hands of partisans, rna); 
b~ trusted to give a tolerably faithful narrative of its early 
hIstory. For the earliest historians of a religion are, as 
a r~le, so full of faith, so lacking in critical or sceptical 
habIts, so ready to accept whatever new ideals may be set 
before them, so prone to discover a hidden wisdom in every 
act, not only the most trivial, but the most questionable 
which emanates from their Master and his immediate dis~ 
ciples, that they will chronicle with scrupulous fidelity inci-

r 
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dents which a later and more critical generation of believers 
would be strongly tempted to suppress or to transfigure. 
When Ibn Hisham came to re-write Ibn Is-l).al,t's biography 
of the Prophet Mul).ammad, he judged it expedient to omit 
certain details which appeared to him unedifying and likely 
to cause scandal to the faithful; and when a moderll 
Musulman, like Syed Ameer Ali, composes a history of 
Islam for English readers, he is tempted to touch very lightly 
on certain matters which Ibn Hisham saw no cause to 
include in this category. To take another instance· alto
gether, might not a modern Buddhist, especially if he were 
an European, feel disposed to allow the fact that Buddha's 
death was accelerated by eating pork to sink into obliyion, 
although this fact cast.s no reflection on the life of that 
great and virtuous teacher, but only contravenes our ideas 
of what is graceful and artistic? 

"But," it will be asked, "does it often happen that 
these earliest records of a religious movement, supposing 
them to be written with this perfect candonr, and to escape 
destruction at the hands of foes, retain for long their primi
tive form? If the doctrines of the teacher whose life, 
deeds, and words they chronicle prevail, and so the records 
survive, what guarantee can we have that they have not 
undergone mutilation or received embellishment at the 
hands of his later followers, from whom almost necessarily . 
we must receive them 1" Generally, from the very nature 
of the case, such assurance is difficult to obtain, and, 
indeed, can only be obtained in its most satisfactory form 
when the early records pass within a short time after their 
compilation into the hands of strangers, who, while interested 
in their preservation, have no desire to alter them for 
better or worse. That this should happen at all obviously 
requires a very unusual combination of circumstances. . So 
far as my knowledge goes, it never has happened save in 
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the case of the Babi religion; and this is one of the facts 
which invest the history of this religion with so special an 
interest. 

Fifty years ago Persia b~longed to all intents and pur
poses (as, indeed, she still belongs, notwithstanding the 
attempts recently made, to the huge delight of certain 
nostrum-mongers and vendors of universal panaceas, to 
overlay the court and capital of her present rulers with a 
thin veneer of tawdry European civilisation) to the ancient 
world. There hardly anything is impossible, and not very 
many things even grossly improbable. That a young 
visionary should arise proclaiming a new religion designed 
to replace and supersede all existing creeds; that many 
persons of learning, virtue, and position should eagerly 
embrace and boldly proclaim his doctrines; that gorgeous 
but unsubstantial visions of aNew Creation wherein there 
should be neither injustice nor discord, of a Reign of God's 
Saints on earth, and of a Universal Theocracy conformed 
in every detail to a mystical Theosophy (wherein are 
blended, under the guise of an ultra-Shi'ite nationalism, 
theories of numbers more fantastic than those of Pythagoras 
or Plotinus, with theories of the Divine Names and Attri
butes more intangible than those of the Cabbala or of 
Spinoza) should exercise so powerful an influence, not only 
over philosophers and scholars, but over peasants and arti
sans, as to make them ready and eager to meet death in its 
most terrible forms not by scores, but by hundreds; that 
this new faith, set forth, for the most part, not in the lan
guage of the people, but in Arabic treatises of interminable 
length, at once florid and incorrect in style, teeming with 
grammatical errors the most glaring, iterations the most 
wearisome} and words the rarest and most incomprehensible} 
should have power to inspire its votaries with a courage so 
stubborn as to threaten for several years the very existence 
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of the established religion and the reigning dynasty, and 
should stir up an insurrection which all the armed forces 
of the Persian king, all the anathemas of the Muhammadan 
clergy, all the tortures which an Asiatic tyrant could devise 
or his myrmidons execute, could, by dint of ruthless and 
repeated massacres, only check for a while, but not per
manently subdue; all this, however strange it may seem 
to an European, is in the history of the East not much more 
remarkable than is the accession of a Hew dynasty, the 
partition of a principality, or the annexation of a province 
in the history of the West. The doctrines of the Bab, 
it is true, formed together a system bold, original, and, to 
the Persian mind, singularly attractive; but, taken sepa
rately, there was hardly one of which he could claim to be 
the author, and not very many which did not remount to 
a, remote antiquity. The title of Bab ("Gate") had been 
already assumed, not only by the four intimates of the 
ffwelfth Imam, but by a heresiarch who was put to death 
in the tenth century of our era by the Caliph er-RaQ.hf 
Bi'llah 1. The theories advanced by Mirza 'Ali Mul~amml;td 
concerning the successive inearnations of the Universal 
Reason, the allegorical interpretation of Scripture, and the 
symbolism of every ritual form and every natural pheno
menon, differ in no essential particular from those held. by 
the Isma'ilis. Even the virtues of the number nineteen, 
the mysterious" Number of the Unity," had been already 
signalized, and that, probably, not for ·the first time, by 
Sheykh Mu~iyyu 'd-Din ibnu'l-'Arabf, a renowned f;jlifi 
teacher who flourished in the twelfth century of our era 2. 

'fhe personal influence of the Bab; the extraordinary 
Hteadfastness and devotion of his followers under perse-

1 See Traveller's Narrative, vol. ii, p. 229. 
2 See J. R. A. S. for 1889, pp. 909, n. 2, and 919-!l20. 
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cution of a severity almost unparalleled in modern times; 
the dramatic circumstances attending the earlier history of 
the sect, from its foundation in A.D. 1844 till the martyrdom 
of its Founder in A.D. 1850, .and of all but a very few of 
his original apostles in A.D. 1852, were indeed exceptional; 
yet, notwithstanding all this, it might easily have happened 
that the materials for a continuous and authentic history 
of the movement should have been wanting, in which case 
we should have had to trust the inaccurate and garbled 
accounts of the court-historians, Lisamt'l-JJfulk and Ri~a
Kulf Khan \ till such time as the scarcely more impartial 
,; TraTeller's Nm'rative 2

," written anonymously (as I have 
learned only since its publication) by the son of one aspirant 
to the supreme authority in the now divided Church to 
discredit the perfectly legitimate claims and to disparage 
the perfectly blameless character of his less successful rival, 
came to increase our mystification and plunge us into 
further uncertainties. 

Fortunately for science a happy combination of circum
stances averted a too probable, but none the less deplorable, 
contingency. Amongst the early disciples of the Bab was 
a certain merchant of Kashan, Rajf Mirza J ani by name, 
who, together with two of his three brothers, Rajf Mir~a 
Isma'il and Raji Mirza Al).mad 3

, was remarkable for hIS 
enthusiastic devotion to the new religion. When, in the 
year 1847, the Bab passed by Kashan on the way to his 
prison at Maku, Mirza J ani bribed the escort to allow their 
illustrious captive to be a guest in his house for two days 

1 Cf. Traveller's Narrative, vol. ii, pp.173-4, 186-8, and 192. 
2 Presented to me by the author during my visit to Acre in 

April 1890; pllblighed in fac-simile, with English translation, 
Introduction, and Notes, by the Cambridge University Press 
in 1891. 

3 See Traveller's Narrative, vol. ii, p. 332. 
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and nights 1. While the Mazandaran insurrection 'was in 
progress (A.D. 1848-9), he, in company with Beha'u'llah, 
~ubl~-i-Ezel, and several other prominent Babfs 2

, at
tempted, but failed, to join the garrison of Sheykh 'rabars!, 
fell into the hands of the enemy, and was imprisoned for 
some while at Amul. We find him, always impelled, as it ' 
would appear, by religious zeal, now at Barfurush, now at 
Mash-had, now at Teheran. He appears to have been 
personally acquainted not only with the Bab, $ubl).-i-Ezel, 
and Beha'u'lhih, but with Haji Suleyman Khan, Mulla 
Muhammad 'Ali of Zanjan, Seyyid Yal).ya of Darab, Mulla 
Sheykh 'Alf "Jenab-i-'A~{m," J.{urratu'l-'Ayn, " lfa~rat-i
K'lldd1lS" and almost all the early apostles of the BaM 
;eligion.' Finally, in company with twenty-seven' of his 
co-religionists, he suffered martyrdom for the faith at 
'reheran on September 15th, 1852 3

• He was therefore 
heart and soul a Babi; he had the best possible oppor
tunities for obtaining detailed a1Hl accurate' information 
about every event connected with the movement during 
the first eight years of its existence (A.D. 1844-1852); 
~md he enjoyed a high reputation for truthfulness, intelli
gence, and integrity 4. Most fortunately, also, he occupied 
his leisure moments during the two years which elapsed 
between the martyrdom of his Master (July 9th, 1850) and· 

. his own death (Sept. 15th, 1852) in composing a voluminous 
work, to which, from considerations of a mystical and not 
very comprehensible character, he gave the rather fanciful 
name of Nulj;tatu'l-Kuj ("'11he Point of Kaf," i.e., as it 
would appear, "of Kashan")5, on the doctrines and history 

1 See pp. 213~216 infra, and footnotes. 
2 Cf. pp. 64-5 and 378-9 infra. 
3 See Traveller's Narrative, vol. ii, pp. 323-334. 
4 Cf. pp. xxxix and 57 infra. 
6 See n. 1 on p. 391 infra. The passage in which the title of 
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of the religion for which, probably ouly a few months after 
the completion of his labours, he suffered death. 

It is superfluous to say that Mirza J anf' B work never 
existed save in manuscript, and that any copies which 
passed into the hands of the royalist or orthodox party 
were without doubt at once destroyed. Por there was 
nothing of caution, compromise or concealment about the 
honest Kashani merchant. 'rhe Bahis of his time looked 
rather for an immediate triumph over all exiFJting powers, 
culminating in the universal establishment of the True 
Faith and the Reign of God's Saints all Barth, than for 

the book is given occurs neal' the beginning of the work and runs 
as follows :-

'" fol ." ~~ ",:-,l~ ),) dJ1,w) 0-:!1 ~~ J..cl ." ~lj= 
I~ ,)~ ~~ ~\~ ~,) J..c1t6 ,)'It,O ." ,,~ 

dI ~ ~~ .,,~ ....4,)~j ~l~1 a.6,ij I;",:-,l:b ~I ....4l; 

I;,)~ fol lj ~I.J..e.o-i u-o-') " U-?-,I ~l...c I;,)~ 

....4.,,') ~)'~ ~fo~ ~ ),) I),)~ J'b; db !.Hj ~~ .. " .. 
0 1 ." ~\~ ~tM ~~ I;~ t6 ~,)J'= )~ ~I 

~t=,)~ ~~j t6 ~J"<I Jll"~ "l.-., ~I "I. ~\M 
a.6.i.i." 6;,; ~I a.hA.i ~I A.b.i.i )~ ~Ib ." ,)~ 

J;I ~lb." ,,1""-iJ1 a.6.i.i ." ).)....iJl a b jj i ." o,)I;~1 

":",)l~ ." ~ " 0.H ~.",) J'b ." ~~.() ~ ,,~ 
w w 

J."I t6 ,)~ ~ ~ fo; 6 ~I ~ ~L£, 
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a Heaven of Ulory, a far-distant Millennium, or "the Most 
Great Peace" on which Beha and his followers love to 
dilate I. '11hey did not make any profession of loyalty to, 
or love for, the reigning dynasty; nor did they attempt to 
exonerate the Shah from the responsibility of the perse
cutions which they suffered at the expense of his ministers 
or the NIusulman divines, as later Babf historians have 
done 2

• 'fhey hated the Muhammadan clergy, it is true, 
with an intense and bitter hatred, and Mirza J anf antici
pates with exultation a day whereon the ~a'im, or Messiah, 
of the Family of Muqammad shall behead seventy thou
sand m'ltll(£s "like dogs"; but they entertained for the 
~ajar rulers an equal hatred, which Mirza J anf is at no 
pains to disguise. '1'0 Na~iru'd-D:fn, the present Shah, 
and to his father, Mu1).ammad Shah, such terms as "tyrant" 
(...o--Jl~), "scoundrel" (D,)~I.J-O"), "unrightful king" 

(J.b~ 0l,b.L.,), and" progeny of Abll Sofyan" C-,,:,I Ji 
0~) are freely applied. Teheran is compared to· 
Damascus, the capital of the wicked Mu'aviya and his yet 
more wicked son Yazid; while Mulla I.Iuseyn is likened to 
the martyred Imam I.Iuseyn, Sheykh 'rabarsf to the immortal 
plain of l{erheIa, and BarfurllSh, whither the Babi captives 
were brought after the conclusion of the siege, to l{ufa. 
'fhe battle-cry of the royalist soldiers, "YU: Nii#ru/d-D{n 
Shah!" is described as "afoul watch.:word" (~'))..=

~); the death of M u1).ammad Shah is' noted in the 
words "when Mu1).ammad Shah went to he1l3

"; and the 
unbelievers are flouted with scorn because they suppose 
that the Promised Deliverer whom they expect will confirm 

1 Cf. Travellel"s Narrative, vol. ii, pp. xl. 
2 Cf. Traveller's Narrative, vol. ii, pp. xlv-xlvi; and, amongst 

many other similar passages in this book, pp. 172, 180-182, 
189-190, 278-279,291-293, and 315-316. 

3 See n. 1 on p. 291 infra. 
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the authority of t.he exist.ing rulers and governors, and 
will subdue t.he world for the benefit of Nasiru'd-Din 
Shah. . 

Now if this were all, Mirza Jani's history, though' it 
would certainly have been destroyed as far as possible by 
the Muhammadans and the royalists, might well, with 
sundry emendations and expurgations, have been preserved 
almost intact, like many other proscribed books, in the 
bosom of the Babf Church. But it is not all. Events 
which I have elsewhere discussed at length \ and shall here, 
for the benefit of the general reader, briefly recapitulate, 
brought about the seemingly strange result that a larooe 
majority of the Babis themselves came to have a dire~t 
interest. in the suppression of this precious record. One 
of the chief doctrines of the Bab, one which he never 
wearies of repeating and emphasising, is that his revelation 
is not final; that he is not the last of the 'rheophanies 
which, at longer or shorter intervals, shine forth in the 
Phenomenal World for the guidance of mankind; and 
that after him a greater Revealer, whom he calls cc lIIan 
yudll-Mrztlw'll6Jl," ("He whom God shall manifest "), shall 
appear for the consolation of his followers. N ow a year 
before his martyrdom, on the fall of Sheykh 'J'abarsi and 
the death of Jjafrat-'i-¥uddu.'; (July or August, 1849)2, 
the Bab nominated Mirza Yal):ya (then a lad of nineteen 3) 
to succeed him under the title of f{ztbl}-i-Ezel ("the Morn
ing of Eternity"), or .(faf1'at-i-Ezel (" His Holiness the 
Eternal"). The nomination was explicit and notorious, 
and, on the death of the Founder in July 1850, the youth
ful vicegerent at once received the almOf;t unanimous 

1 Tl'avelte1~s J.Yarmtive, vol. ii, pp. xv-xviii and 349 et seq. 
2 See pp. 380-2 i1ifra. 
3 See T1,at'eller's ,Narrative, vol. ii, p. 373 and note. 
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recognition and homage of the whole Babi communityl. 
Till the catastrophe of September 1852, which proved fatal, 
not only to Mirza J anf, but to nearly all the principal 
apostles of the new faith who had survived the earlier 
persecutions, he remained for the most part in the neigh
bourhood of Teheran in the summer, and in the district of 
Nur in Mazandaran in the winter, actively occupied in 
arranging, transcribing, and circulating the Babf books, 
preaching and expounding the Babf doctrine, and com
forting and edifying the Babf Church 2. It was during this 
period, and, as internal evidence renders probable, during 
the year A.H. 1267 3 (Nov. IS50-0ct. 1851) that Mfrza 
J ani composed his work, in which, as was only natural, he 
inserted a long notice on ~ubQ.-i-EzeP, whom he most 
certainly, and his contemporaries in the faith most probably, 
believed to be none other than "He whom God shall 
manifest"." 'fhe evidence that at this period, and for 
some considerabletimeafterwards,~ubQ.-i-Ezel, now living 
in almost. solitary exile at Famagusta in Cyprus, a pensioiH~r-

1 Cf. Gobineau's Religions et PMlosopMes dans l'Asie. Centrale, 
pp.277-8: 

2 See Traveller's Narrative, vol. ii, p. 374. 
3 The clearest allusion in Mirza Hni's work to the date of its 

composition is contained in the words (occurring on f. 481' of 
S1tppl. Pel·s. 1071, and f. 335 r of S1tppl. Pen 1070) C ...o~1 

4 ' 

~J.= 4111 J"...,.J ~ i l Jl.w ~ -' ,laA -' ~-".J~, 
"To day, when one thousand two hundred and seventy-seven 
years have elapsed since the <commencement of the> Mission 
of God's Apostle ... " The Babis generally date not from the ki,jra 
or Flight of the Prophet, but from his Oall (ba'tlLat), which they 
place ten years earlier. Hence this date corresponds to A. H. 

1267. 
4 See pp. 374-394 infra. 
5 See pp. 381-2i'nfra. 
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of the British Government, held undisputed and absolute 
sway over the Babi Church is absolutely conclusive. 

Immediately after the great persecution and massacre 
of 1852, $ubl).-i-Ezel fled to Baghdad, so as to be beyond 
the reach. of the Persian Government. Hither a few 
months later (at the end of 1852 or beginning of 1853 1

) 

he was followed by his half-brother, Mirza I;Iuseyn 'Ali 
Behii'zt'llah, who was thirteen years his senior, and who, 
arrested on suspicion of complicity in the attempt made 
by the Babis on the Shah's life~ had just been acquitted 
and released from an imprisonment of four month8' dura
tion. At this time and for some years later (at any rate 
till 1858) Beha'u'llah was, as ~ writings prove 2 , 

to all appearance as loyal a follower of Subh-i-Ezel as he 
had previously been of the Bab. The Babf Church was 
still, in spite of the attempts made by sundry ambitiom; 
persons to advance claims to the supreme authority3, united 
under $ubl).-i-Ezel, and its members no doubt continued 
to read with edification the pages of Mirza J ani's history. 

About 1862 the Turkish Government, acting, as it 
would appear,on the representations of the Shah's minis
ters, decided to transfer the Babi exiles from Baghdad to 
Adrianople, whither, it would seem, they were actually 
brought in December 1863 4

• Here they remained till July 
or August 1868, when signs of renewed and increased 
activity amongst them attracted the notice of the Ottoman 
authorities, who, learning that a schism had divided them 

1 See J. fl. A. S. for 1892, pp. 304-6. 
2 See J. R. A. S. for 1892, pp. 304-6 and 436-8. 
3 See Traveller's Narrative, vol. ii, pp. 356-8 and 365. 
4 The chronology of these events is less certain than that of 

the earlier ones. I have done my best to reconcile and combine 
the various and sometimes conflicting data at pp. 306-8 of the 
.T. R. A. S. for 1892. 
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into two hostile sections, the one headed by Beha'u'llah, 
the other by $ubl).-i-Ezel, packed them off without more 
ado, and probably without troubling to enquire much into 
the rights and wrongs of the matter, the former to Acre; 
the latter to Famagusta in Cyprus. 

About the subsequent history of the Babfs, of which 
full accounts will be found, by such as it may interest, in 
the Tra'Celler's Narrative, I do not propose to say any
thing in this place. Concerning the schism itself, however, 
a few words are necessary. A community like that which 
had existed at Adrianople, consisting almost entirely of 
actual exiles and potential martyrs, and in large part of 
religious enthusiasts, revolutionary visionaries, andspecu
lative mystics, whose restless activity, debarred from ex
ternal action, is pent up within limits too narrow for its 
free exercise, requires a firm hand to control and direct 
its energies. Such firmness $ubl).-i-Ezel, a peace-loving, 
contemplative, gentle soul, wholly devoted to the memory 
of his beloved Master, caring little for authority, and in
capable of self-assertion, seems to have altogether lacked. 
Even while at Baghdad he lived a life of almost complete 
seclusion, ,leaving the direction of affairs in the hands of 
his half-brother Beha'u'llah \ a man of much more resolute 
and ambitious character, who thus gradually became the 
most prominent figure and the moving spirit of the sect. 
For a considerable time Beha'u'llah continued to do all 
that he did in the name, and ostensibly by the instruc
tions, of $ubl).-i-Ezel; but after a while, though at what 
precise date is still uncertain, the idea seems to have 
entered his mind that he might as well become actually, 
as he already was virtually, the Pontiff of the Church 
whose destinies he controlled. It was not, however, till 

1 See Traveller's Nar1'ative, vol. ii,pp. 356-8 . 

N. H. C 
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the Babis hno. beeu for two or three yenrs nt Adrinnople 
that, most probably in the summer of 1866 \ he threw off 
all disguiRe, publicly proclaimed himself to be "Him whom 
God shall manifest," and called upon ~ubl~-i-Ezel and all 
the Bab! Churches throughout Persia, rrurkey, Egypt and 
Syria to acknowledge his supreme authority, and to accept 
as God's Word the revelations which he forthwith began to 
promulgate, and continued till his death on May 16th of 
last year (1892) to publish. 

Amongst the Babis the effect of this announcement (for 
which, no doubt, the way had been already prepared) was 
little short of stupendous. From Constantinople to Kirman 
and from Cairo to Khurasan the communities of the faith
ful were rent asunder by a schism which every subsequent 
year has rendered wider and more permanent, and which 
nothing short of the complete extinction of one of the two 
rival factions can possibly heal. At Adrianople itself the 
struggle was short and the triumph of Beha complete. 
~ubl).-i-Ezel was so completely deserted that, as he himself 
informed me, he and his little boy had to go themselves to 
the bazaar to buy their food. Elsewhere, though active 
ann astute emisRaries 2 were at once despatched in all 
directions by Beha, the conflict, though its issue was from 
the first hardly doubtful, was longer maintained. For the 
question at issue was not merely whether one leader should 
be replaced by another, whether certain doctrines should 
be understood in this way or in that, or whether the ethics, 
practices, or forms of worship of the sect should be re
formed or modified (nIl of which things, as we well know, 
have again and ngain in the history of religions proved 
sufficient to create the fiercest enmities, the profoundest 

1 See J. R. A. S. for 1892, p. 304. 
~ Cf. J. R ... A. S. for 1892, pp. 311-:312. 
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heart-searchings, and the bitterest dissensions), but whether 
the docti'ines and writings of the beloved Master, for which 
his followers had been ready to suffer death or exile, were 
to be regarded as abrogated and cancelled in favour of a 
new revelation; whether his chosen vicegerent, whom they 
had so long regarded as their Supreme Pontiff and as the 
incarnation of all purity, virtue, and heavenly wisdom, 
was to be cast down from this high position, and branded 
as "the First Letter of Denial" of the New Dispensation; 
and whether the Bab himself was henceforth to be looked 
upon, not as the "Point of Revelation," a veritable Mani
festation of the Divine, but as a mere harbinger and pre
cursor of a more perfect rrheophany. Babis who remember 
that time cannot easily be induced to speak of it ; only 
once, so far as I can remember, did I hear a follower of 
Beha explicitly allude to it. ., I was long torn with doubts," 
said he, "which were finally removed by this verse on 
which one day I chanced in the Beyan: 'Thou takest 
Divinity from whomsoever Tlwl/; pleasest, a1id givest Di
vinity to whomsoerver Thou pleasest: verily Thou art the 
Almigllty, tlw Wise.'" 

How long the contest was maintained by the Ezelfs, or 
DId Babis, against the innovators it is impossible to say, 
for on no portion of the history of the sect is our infor
mation so scanty or our light so dim. At first not a few 
prominent Babis, including even several "Letters of the 
Living" and personal friends of the Bab, adhered faithfuJly 
to ~ubl~-i-Ezel. One by one these disappeared, most' of 
them, as I fear cannot be doubted, by foul play on the 
part of too zealous Beha'is. Haji Seyyid Mul).ammad of 
Isfahan, one of the Bab's ., Companions" (afj-~ab), Mirza 
Ri:?a-~uli and his brother Mirza N a~ru'llah of rrafrish, Al,ta 
J an Beg of Kashan, and other devoted Ezelfs" were stabbed 
or poisoned at Adrianople and Acre. Two of the "Letters 

c 2 
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of the Living," A~a Seyyid 'Ali the Arab, and Mulla 
Rajab 'Ali .{{ahl1', were assassinated, the one at 'rabriz, 
the other at Kerbela. The brother of the latter, A~a 'Ali 
Mul}ammad, was also murdered in Baghdad; and, indeed, 
of the more prominent Babis who espoused the cause of 
Ezel, Seyyid Jawad of KerbeIa (who died at Kirman about 
1884r seems to have been almost the only one, with the 
exception of Ezel himself, who long survived what the 
Ezelfs call "the Direful Mischief" (fitna-i-~aylarn), From 
that time forwards, while the Beha'is have been ever waxing 
in power and influence, so that their numbers now probably 
reach or even exceed half a million souls, the Ezelis have 
been ever waning, until at the present time it is doubtful 
whether in all they amount to more than a few hundreds. 
It is even doubtful whether the recent death of Beha will 
contribute in any sensible measure to the restoration of 
their failing fortunes, though Ezel still lives, and numbers 
amongst his supporters at least one or two men of energy 
and ability. 

At the present day, therefore, the vast majority of 
Babis are Beha'is, whose doctrines, sentiments, and ideals 
are already far removed from those of the primitive Babis 
or modern Ezelfs. No sooner was Bella firmly established 
in his authority than he began to make free nse of the 
privilege accorded by the Bab to "Him whom God shall 

1 Cf. J. R. A, S. for 1892, pp. 443-4 and 684 j and Travellm"s 
Na1'rative, vol. ii, p. 342, n. 2. That Seyyid Jawad was a follower 
of Ezel is, however, categorically denied by Mirza Abu'l-Fa~l of 
Gulpayagan in a letter addressed to M. Toumansky, the text of 
which will be found on pp. 44-5 of vol. viii of the Zapisslci of 
the Oriental Section of the Imperial Russian Archaeological 
Society. As, however, this is affirmed equally positively by i?ubl;
i-Ezel and Sheykh A the Ezelf, I have allowed these words 
to stand. 
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manifest" to abrogate, change, cancel, and develop the ~arlier 
(loctrines .. His chief aim seems to have been to introduce 
a more settled order, to discourage speculation, to direct 
the attention of his followers to practical reforms pursued 
in a prudent and unobtrusive fashion, to exalt ethics at 
the expense of metaphysics, to check mysticism, to con
ciliate existing authorities, including even the Shah of 
Persia, the Nero of the Bah{ faith, to abolish useless, un
practical, and irksome regulations and restrictions and , , 
in general, to adapt the religion at the head of which he 
now found himself to the ordinary exigencies of life, and 
to render it more capable of becoming, what he intended 
to make it, a universal system suitable to all mankind 1. A 
remembrance of all the wrongs which he and his co-religi
onists had suffered at the hands of the Musulmans further 
caused him gradually but steadily to eliminate the tinge 
of Muhammadan, and more especially of Shi'ite, thought 
which the Babi doctrine still maintained, while ever seek
ing a better understanding with theChristians,Jews,-and . 
Zoroastrians, with all of whom he recommended his· fol
lowers to consort on friendly terms, 

N ow once admitting Beha's right to assume this posi
tion of supremacy at all, there can be no question that 
these changes were beneficial and salutary. The original 

1 See especially the summary of contents of the KiUib-i-Alcdas 
at pp. 972-981 of the J. R. A. S. for 1889; and the La~h-i
Basllarr1t, of which the text (with the exception of the 15th ~nd 
last clause, recommending constitutional government, which the 
Beha'is appear to have thought it expedient to suppress in the 
copy of the tract forwarded to Russia) has been published by 
Baron Rosen with a Russian translation at pp. 183--192 of vol. 
vii of the Zapisslci of the Oriental Section of the Imperial Russian 
Archaeological Society (St Petersburg, 1893). The substance 
of this latter document has been stated in English by myself at 
pp. 678-9 of the J. R. A. S. for 1892. 
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doctrine of the Bab, fascinating as it was to Persians of a 
certain disposition, was utterly unfitted for the bulk of 
mankind, and could never by any possibility have taken 
any root outside Persia. In the sacred books wherein it 
was set forth, precept bore but a small proportion to 
dogma, and dogma a still smaller proportion to doxologies 
and mystical rhapsodies of almost inconceivable incompre
hensibility. Not only were the positive precepts few, but 
they were generally quite unpractical, and not rarely 
extremely inconvenient. What, for instance, could be 
more unpractical than the adoption of the number 19 as 
the basis of all measures and calculations; the command 
that all books when they had been in existence for 202 
years should be copied out afresh, and the originals de
stroyed or given away; or the elaborate ceremonies pre
scribed for the interment of the dead? What more incon
venient than the exclusion of all unbelievers from five of 
the chief provinces of Persia, and, save in the case of 
merchants and others following a useful profession, from 
all lands in which the Babf faith prevailed; the discourage
ment of sea-voyages and of the acquisition of foreign lan
guages; and the command to destroy all works treating of 
Logic, Jurisprudence, and Philosophy? Great conceptions, 
noble ideals, subtle metaphysical conceptions, and splendid, 
though ill-defined, aspirations do, indeed, exist in the 
Beyan; but they are so lost in trackless mazes of rhapsody 
and mysticism, so weighed down by trivial injunctions and 
impracticable ordinances, that no casual reader, but only a 
student of considerable diligence and perseverance, can 
hope to find them). 

That the development of Beha's doctrines proceeded 

1 For a summary account of the teachings of the Pm'sian 
Beyan, the most systematic and comprehensible of the Bab's 
many works, see pp. 911-933 of the J. R. A. S. for 1889. 
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gradually there can be little doubt, for a system s~ch as 
he elaborated could not be worked out, much less imposed 
on a scattered church not always remarkable for docility, 
in a brief space of time. From the moment that his claims 
were generally recognized by the Babis, however, the whole 
of the earlier literature of the sect, including the writings 
of the Bab himself, began to suffer neglect and to sink 
into oblivion. Without admitting the assertion made by 
the Ezelfs, that Beh"a and his followers deliberately de
stroyed, or fraudulently tampered with, the books belonging 
to the older dispensation on a large scale, it is clear that 
the conditions which could alone secure the" continual 
transcription and circulation of these books had ceased to 
exist. They were, for the most part,voluminous, hard to 
comprehend, uncouth in" style, unsystematic in arrange
ment filled with iterations and solecisms, and not un-, 
frequently quite incoherent and unintelligible to" any 
ordinary reader.. Hitherto, less on their own merits than 
by ~eason of the eIlthusiastic devotion inspired by their 
authors, they had been regarded by all the Babis as price
less gems. Of this enthusiastic devotion Beha now became 
the object; ,and to his writings (which, at any rate in 
comparison with those of his predecessors, were terse, lucid, 
vigorous, and eloquent) was this sentiment of admiration 
diverted. rrhe energies of the Beha'i scribes were fully 
occupied in transcribing the new revelations; and the 
older books, no longer regarded as the final expression of 
Divine Truth and Wisdom, ceased to be renewed, and for 
the most part reposed undisturbed and forgotten" in the 
shelves and boxes to which they had been consigned. All 
this, of course, applies only to the Beha'fs; but the Ezelfs, 
to whom the old books still retained their pristine value, 
were few in number, isolated, fearful alike of the Mu
hammadans and the Beha'is, and altogether incapable of 
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~aintai~ing the currency of the discarded literature. Be
sId~s tIllS, many of the older writings at the time of the 
schIsm were probably preserved only at the Babi head
quarters in Adrianople, where, as we have seen, Subh-i
Ezel was left entirely without supporters. What he' co~ld 
he saved, and bore with him to Cyprus; but there can b~ 
no doubt that the lion's share fell to Beha, and was con
veyed by ~im and his followers to Acre. And, from my 
own experIence, I can affirm that, hard as it is to obtain 
from t~e Beha'fs in Persia the loan or gift of Babi books 
belongIng. to the earlier period of the faith, at Acre it is 
harder stIll even to get a glimpse of them. They may be 
and probably are, still preserved there, but, for all th~ 
good the enquirer is likely to get from them, they might 
al~ost as well have suffered the fate which the Ezelis 
beheve to have overtaken them. 

rrhe history composed by Haji Mirza J ani, however, 
belongs to a different category from the writings which 
we have hitherto been discussing. Without sharing the 
sacred character of these, it was incomparably more dan
gerous to the pretensions and plans of Beha, as anyone 
may see by referring to Appendix II of this volume. Its 
tone towards all beyond the pale of the Bahi Church and 
more especially towards the Shah of Persia and his go~ern
ment, was irreconcilably hostile. The doct~ines set. forth 
in it, th~ugh undoubtedly those held by the early Babis, 
were emInently calculated to encourage mysticism and 
metaphysical speculation of the boldest kind, and to main
tain in full activity that pantheistic fermentation which 
Beha was so desirous to check. Worst of all, it supplied 
the Ezelfs with a most powerful weapon not of defence 
only, but of attack. And withal it was interesting, pro
foundly and i~tensely interesting; the most interesting 
book, perhaps, In the whole range of Babi literature. rro 
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suppress ,it and withdraw it from circulation, at any rate 
while those on whom had been thrown the glamour of the 
young Shirazi Seer and of the beautiful ~urratu'I-CAyn, the 
martyred heroine and poetess of ~azvin, constituted the 
majority of the faithful, was almost impossible; to let it 
continue to circulate in its present form would be dis
astrous. Only one plan offered any chance of success. 
Often in the literary history of the East has the disappear
ance and extinction of works both valuable and of general 
interest been brought about, either accidentally or inten
tionally, by the compilation from them of a more concise and 
popular abridgement which has gradually superseded them. 
As the Biography of the Prophet Mul},ammad composed by 
Ibn Is-l~a\r was superseded by the recension of Ibn Hisham, 
so should Mirza J ani's old history of the Bab and his 
Apostles be superseded by a revised, expurgated, and 
emended "NEW HISTORY" (Tar£klt-i-Jad£d), which, while_ 
carefully omitting every fact, doctrilie, and expression calcu
lated to injure the policy of Beha, or to give offence to his 
followers, should preserve, and even supplement with new 
material d~rived from fresh sources, the substance of the 
earlier chronicle. 

Only by the merest accident, so far as our present 
knowledge goes, did this scheme fail of complete success. 
Most fortunately for science, there resided at Teheran in 
the years 1855-8 a French diplomatist, the Comte de 
Gobineau, who, animated by a keen and insatiable curiosity, 
devoted himself with rare success to the study of the Babi 
religion, which was at that time still in its primitive state, 
neither rent asunder by the schism which now divides it, 
nor modified by the policy which that schism has intro
duced. rrhe results of his labours, so far as the Babis are 
concerned, were a masterly sketch of their history and 
doctrines in his classical Religions et Pltilosoplties dans 
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l'Asie Oentrale, and a small but most precious collection 
of Babi manuscripts; this, after his death, was bought 
by the Bibliotheque N ationale at Paris, where, since the 
year 1884, it has been deposited. Of these volumes one 
(Buppl. Persan, 1,071) contains the whole, and another 
(Suppl. Pet'san, 1,070) the first third, of Haj! Mirza Janf's 
invaluable history, of which, so far as I know, no other 
copy is extant in Europe or Asia. It is not too much to 
say that but for M. de Gobineau's exertions in the cause 
of science it would have been impossible to reconstruct 
faithfully and in detail the early history of Babfism. 

At this point I shall perhaps do well to answer two 
questions which may suggest themselves to the reader. 

"Why," he may ask in the first place, "have you . 
chosen to translate this later' New Ifistol'Y' in preference 
to Mirza Jani's contemporary record, to which you evidently 
attach a much greater importance?" 

This question can be answered in very- few. words. I 
did not discover the existence of the Paris manuscripts of 
Mirza Janf's history till this translation of the New His
tory had been completed, and the arrangements for its 
publication finally concluded. That there was such a 
work, I had learned from the New History itself; and, as 
may be supposed, I made many efforts to procure a copy, 
or to discover whether any still existed. After repeated 
disappointments, I finally came to the conclusion that the 
work was probably lost. When, in the Easter Vacation 
of 1892, I finally chanced on it in the Bibliotheque N a
tionale during a short stay in Paris, it was too late to 
substitute a translation of it for the present history. It 
only remained for me to procure a transcript of it (from 
the complete manuscript, Buppl. Pers. 1,071), to compare 
this carefully with the New History, and to epitomize in 
an appendix the results yielded by this comparison. 'fhe 
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transcript was made for me by my friend Al}.med Beg 
Agaeff, to whom I here tender my sincere thanks; . and the 
variants and additional matter obtained by the comparison 
of this with the New History will be found fully stated in 
Appendix II (pp. 327-396) at the end of this volume. 
For the present this must suffice; but, if the history of 
Babfism is to be seriously studied, the text of Mirza Janf's 
history will, sooner or later, have to be published in ex
tenso. For this reason I now deem it a most fortunate 
circumstance that the Syndics of the University Press, 
when they accepted the present translation, were re
luctant to incur the great expense which the publica
tion of the text of the Tartkk-i-Jadtd would have 
involved. 

The second question which may be asked is. this. 
"What relation exists between the history of the Bab! 
religion entitled 'A Tra'Deller's Nar1'atit'e written to 
illustrate the Episode of tIle Bab,' of which you published 
the text and translation rather more than a· year ago,· 
and these two histories which you have just been discuss
. '1" mg. 

This question also I must answer very briefly. The 
Traveller's Narrative, composed by Beha'u'Ilah's son 'Abbas 
Efendi so recently as A.D. 1886, represents a further de
velopment of the tendency, to which I have already alluded, 
to glorify Beha'u'llah and his N eo-Bab! doctrine at the 
expense of the Bab and the primitive Babi theology. In 
the New History it is still the Bab and his apostles, and 
the early martyrs of the cause, whose \ words and deeds 
form the subject-matter of the work. In the Traveller's 
Narrative this is no longer the case; it is Beha'u'llah who 
is the hero, and it is his words and precepts which are 
quoted with admiration and reverence, while the Bab has 
been reduced from his high station of "Point" "Ka'im" , . , 
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and "Imam Mahdi" to that of a mere precursor and 
harbinger of a more perfect dispensation 1. 

HavinO' now as I trust, made sufficiently clear the 0' , 

relations which subsist between these three histories, to 
wit, the Ntt/jtatll'l-J(uj composed by Mirza J ani in A.D. 

1851; the Tur£kh-i-Jad£d, or "New History," composed 
(as will presently be set forth in greater detail) under the 
supervision of l\Hnakji the Zoroastrian by Mirza I:Iuseyn 
of Hamadan, assisted by Mirza Abll'l-Fa~l of Gulpayagan, 
in A.H. 1297-8 (A.D. 1880); and the ~Ia~ula-i-s7tak7/.§[ 
sayyu~, or "rrraveller's Narrative," composed by Beha'u 
'Ilah's son 'Abbas Efendi in or about the year A.D. 1886, 
I shall now discuss more minutely the date and author
ship of the second of these works, here offered in transla
tion to the English-reading public, and describe the manner 
in which I first became acquainted with it, the manu-

scripts which I have had at my disposal, and my labours in 
re-establishing and translating the text. 

First, as regards the date and authorship. Concerning 
these something can be gleaned from iuternal evidence. 
As to the date, the allusion to the 17pt,n on p. 26 proves 
that the New History was written subsequently to that 
work, which was composed in A.D. '1858 2

; the allusion to 
Beha'u'llah's "Manifestation" on p. 64 carries the date 
down to A.D. 1866; while the reference to the Shah's tour 
in Europe (presumably the first) on p. 181 brings it down 
to A.D. 1873. 'J1his last date would in any case be the 
earliest admissible, for on p. 174 the Babis are said to 
have endured nearly thirty years of persecution, while on 

1 For further detcdls as to the peculiar features of this latter 
history, see the Introduction to vol. ii of the Traveller's Nal'rative, 
pp. xlv-xlvi. 

2 See J. R. A. S. for 1892, p. 305. 
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p. 321 this number is raised to tkirty-fi,ve by, one manu,,: 
script. As to the internal evidences of authorship, they 
are somewhat conflicting and misleading. In some pas
sages the author implies that he is a Christian (p. 3), an 
European (p. 17) and not a Persian (p. 23), and a French
man (p. 318). Certain expressions on pp. 2-3 would 
suggest that he was a believer in the Babi religion; certain 
others on p. 30 would seem to imply that he was only a 
sympathetic onlooker; while the verse cited on p. 17 would 
lead us to suppose that he was a free-thinker. Several 
passages (e.g. on pp. 323, 324, and 326) indicate familiarity 
with Zoroastrian ideas and writings; others (e.g. on pp. 
6-7, and 308-9) shew a strange ignorance of the history 
and customs of Europe with which he professes to be so 
familiar. Lastly, there are several passages and episodes 
(some of them occurring in one manuscript only) which 
have evidently been added to the original work by other 
hands; e.g. the paragraph on p.48 beginning, "The reviser 
of this history says ... "; the rationalistic remarks on p. 
89 by "the writer (or transcriber) of these pages"; and 
the narratives of the second Nfrfz war (pp. 128-131) and 

. the Zanjan siege (pp. 139-168) attributed respectively to 
Nabil and Zabih. 

Fortun~tely 'we have something better than internal 
evidence to go upon. 'rhanksto Lieutenant rfoumansky 
of the Russian Artillery, to whose energetic and successful 
researches amongst the Babis of 'Ish1.dbad science owes 
so much, a full account of the circumstances which gave 
rise to the composition of the New History, and· the 
manner in which its composition was effected, has beett 
obtained from one of the three persons (the only one 
still living) concerned therein, to wit, Mirza Abu'l-Fa~l 
Muhammad ibn Muhammad Riza of Gulpayagan, whose 
acq~aintance M. To~mansky ~ade at ~Ish1s.abad. The 
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substance of what M. Toumansky learned from Mirza 
Abu'l-Fa~l he most kindly communicated to me through 
Baron Rosen, with full permission to make use of it. Of 
this permission I availed myself in describing my manuscript 
of the Tariklt-i-Jad£d in my Catalo.q1te and Descr1'ption of 
27 BaM J-ISS. published in the July and October numbers 
of the J. R. A. S. for 1892, where, at pp. 442-3, Baron 
Rosen's worels will be found cited. 

A little while before the conclusion of my Catalogue 
went to press, I received certain books and letters (Cat. 
and Des., pp. 663-5,. and 701 et seq.) from a Persian Jew 
of Mash-had named A~a 'Azizu'llah, a Babi, and a friend 
of Mirza Ahll'l-Fa~l. In answering one of his letters I 
asked several questions, one of which referred to the com
position of the Tar£klI-£-Jadid. He promised to refer this 
question to Mirza Ab{l'l-Fa~l, and there for the time the 
matter dropped. 

It now appears, however, that my questions were duly 
transmitted to Mirza Abu'l-Fa~l, who thereupon composed 
in reply to them a tre!1tise which he entitled Risule-i
L-;kandar'iyya (" the Epistle of Alexander") in honour of 
M. Alexander 'foumansky, to whom, in virtue of a long
standing friendship, the book was dedicated. Of this 
treatise, as he himself says, he wrote four copies with his own 
hand: one for transmission to Acre, one for M. 'roumansky, 
one for himself, and one for me. 'rhe last was sent to 
Bombay to be thence forwarded to me, but has not yet 
reached me. 'fhis, however, is of the less consequence 
inasmuch as M. Toumansky is publishing an account of 
thi~ important treatise at pp. 33-45 of the forthcoming 
(eighth) volume of the Zapisski of the Oriental Section of 
the Imperial Russian Archaeological Society. Of this 
article Baron Rosen, with his usual kindness, has sent me 
the proofs, from which I shall now translate wha.t Mirza 
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Ab{l'l-Fa~l says about the· composition a,nd authorship of 
the Tar£k/~-i-Jadfd. 

The copy of the treatise in question forwarded to 
:NL 'foumansky bears the following inscript.ion: "TIle 
Epistle of Alexander was compiled and composed as a 
g'ift to His ~£ost Honourable Excellency M£rza Alexander 
Toumansky (may God Almigltty prolong the days of I~is 
glory and his fortune /1)." 'rhe cause of its compilation 
is thus stated :-

"The immediate cause of the composition of this his
torical pamphlet was as follows. When I was in Hamadan 
in the year A.H. 1305 (A.D. 1887-8), I wrote, at the request 
of certain elders of the Jews, a treatise entitled Risale-i
Ayy1~biyya2 ('The. Epistle of Job'), copies of which were , 
disseminated everywhere. Some while ago, when A1.ca 
'Azizu'llah was in Bombay, a copy of this treatise fell into , 
the hands of Mr Browne, who wrote to A1.ca'Azizu'llah, 
saying, 'Since you are in correspondence with Mirza Abu'l
Fa~l, ask of him three questions. Firstly, in this treatise 
he has fixed the elate of the second restoration of the Holy 
Temple at four hundred and thirty years, whereas other 
chronologists have stated it to be about six hundred years 3

• 

Secondly, let him make known the chronological data 
which he possesses touching the life of His Holiness Beha'-

1 Zapisslcl~ loco cit., p. 33, n. 1. 
2 This is the work described on pp. 701-··5 of the J. R. A. S. 

for 1892 under the title Istidlaliyye. 
3 The objection which I raised to Mirza Abu'l-Fa~l's chrono

logy is neither very clearly nor very accurately stated here. His 
contention was that the 2300 days (i.e. years) during which the 
sanctuary shall be trodden under foot, as mentioned in the book 
of Daniel (ch. viii, V. 14), came to an end at the time of Beha'· 
n'llah's "Manifestation" in A.H. 1285 (A.D. 1868), and the question 
raised bore reference to the terminus a quo. 
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n'llah (may the life of all the denizens of the world be hiH 
sacrifice 1); for the date which he assigns in his treatise 
to the Blessed rr'heophany is A.H. 1285, whereas in the 
Trav~ller' s Narrcttive it is given as A.H. 1269 1

• Thirdly, 
who IS the author of the Tarfkh-i-Jadfd (" New History"), 
for some ascribe it to Mirza Abu'l-Fa~l, others to Manakji?' 
In short, it became necessary to compose in reply to him 
this treatise, which consists for the most part of such 
facts connected with the Blessed Theophany from first to 
last as have come within my own knowledge. N ow al
though this treatise is addressed to A.lsa 'Azizu'llah, and 
was written in consequence of the enquiries of Mr Browne, 
yet was it primarily composed in accordance with a promise 
which I made to M. 'roumansky when I was present with 
him, and therefore is it named after his name. And the 
cause of this delay <in the fulfilment of my promise> 
was that, in the absence of an assistant, I was obliged to 
write four copies with my own hand; one for transmission 
to the Supreme Horizon 2; one for transmission to Bombay, 
that it might thence be forwarded to Mr Browne; and 
one for M. 'foumansky; while one must needs remain in 

. " my posseSSIOn. 
'fhe text of the reply to the third question (touching 

the authorship of the TarfkJd-J adfd) is given in full by 
M. Toumansky (loc. cit., pp. 36-8), and, beforeproceedino' 

to translate it, it only remains to observe that the tran~ 
scription of his manuscript by Mirza Abu'l-Fazl was con
cluded on the 11th of Jumada II, A.H. 1310 (~Dec. 31st, 
A.D. 1892). 

1 See Traveller's Narrative, vol. i, pp. 7I and 80-81 ; vol. ii, 
p. 55 and n. 3, and p. 63. See also the J. R. A. S. for 1892, p. 703, 
n. l. 

2 l~.e. to Beha:u'llah at Acre. 

I 

I 
I 
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"TMrd Question. 

" Enquiry was made touching the author of the Tarfkh-i
Jadfd (New History). The writer and author of the 
Turfkh-i-Jadfd was the late Mirza I:Iuseyn of Hamadan. 
He was a youth of the kinsfolk of Ri~a Khan the son of 
Mul}ammad K~an the 'rurcoman, who is reckoned amongst 
the m~rtyrs of the Castle of Sheykh 'rabarsi, and whose 
name IS recorded in the Tarfkh-i-Jadfd 1

• The aforesaid 
au:hor, ~n consequence of the calligraphic and epistolary 
skIll whICh he shewed in drafting letters, was at first 
secretary to one of the ministers of the Persian Govern
ment. At the time of His Majesty N asiru'd- Din Shah's 
first journey to Europe he too visited those countries in 
the H.oyal Suite. On his homeward journey he remained 
for some time at Constantinople. After his return to Persia 
he was amongst those imprisoned in consequence of th~ 
troubles of I the year A.H. 1291 (A.D. 1874), when His 
Reverence Alsa J emal of Burujird was committed to th.e 
prison of His Majesty the King after his dispute with the 
clergy of 'rehenin 2. 

"After hif;! release from the prison of Teheran he ob
tained employment in the office of Manakji the Zoro'astrian, 
well known as an author and writer3

• Manakjf treated 

1 See pp.96-101, and 365 infra. 
2 A full account of this discussion will be found at pp. 170-

180 in!r~. This ~ccount, as appears from p. 172, last paragraph, 
was ongmally wrItten by Aka J emal himself in Arabic, and trans
lnted by Mirza Abu'l Fa~l of Gulpayagan into Persian. The 
conjecture which I hazarded in n. 1 on p. 170 as to the identity 
of "the Letter J " proves to be correct. 

3 The full name of Manakji, late Zoroat:ltrian Agent at Teheran 
was Manakji the son of Llmji Hu~hang Hataryari Kiyani, sur~ 
named Da1'visn-i-Fani (~)l:!..J'jlAl ,,!..\.o..,!,~U~ )~ ~I.o 

·U A ~t - • ~ ~-,).J..! ~ ~~). Thus it is given by himself in 

N. H. d 
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him )ith great respect, for had he not become notorious 
as a Babi, he would never have engaged in this work. 
N ow it chanced one night that he and Mul).ammad Isma'il 
Khan the Zend, who was a writer skilful in Persian com
position, were Manakji's guests at supper; and Manakjf 
requested each one of them to write a book (for he was 
most zealous in book-collecting, and whomsoever he deemed 
capable of writing and composing he would urge to write 
a book or compose a treatise). So on this night he re
quested Mul).ammad Isma'il Khan to write a history of the 
kings of Persia, and begged Mirza I;Iuseyn to compile a 
history of the Babis. 

"rro be brief, Mul).ammad Isma'il Khan wrote the 
book called Flrazlst(ln, on the ancient empire of Persia 
from Mah-abad till the fall of the Sasanians, in pure Per
sian, which, as a matter of fact, he made a veritable rag
bag of legends and myths from the SMih1Uima, the Cllalla1' 
Ckiman, and the D(tsat[r, But Mirza I;Iuseyncame to 
the writer and asked his assistance, saying, 'Since hitherto 
no full and correct history has been written treating of 
the events of this 'fheophuny, to collect and compile the 

the preface which he wrote to the Parhang-i-AnJuman-ara-yi 
Na~ir~ of Rir-a-l(uH KMn Lal(t-blisld, and itt the beginning of the 
Persian translation of the account of his travels in Persia published 

under the title u!J.:!1 ~~ )~I ~~~ ~""L..,) at Bombay 
in A.H. 1280 (A.D. 1863). He appears to have come to Persia 
from India in 1854, for the German missionaries Petermann and 
BrUhl travelled with him, his son Ormazdjf, It Mubad or Zoroas
trian priest, a secretary named Key Khusraw, and a cook named 
SMpllrjf, from Shfraz to Yezd in July of that year. (See an 
article by F. Justi on the dialect of Yezd in the Z. D. N. G. for 
1881, vol. xxv, pp. 327-8, and a foot-note on p. 328, according 
to which Manakj! acted for a while as French consul at Yezd.) 
He died a year or two ago. 

j 
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various episodes thereof in a fitting manner is a very diffi
cult matter. For what Sipihr and HldayaP have written 
touching its circumstances is, by reason of their extreme 
obsequiousness <to the Court> and their utter error , 
altogether sheer calumny and downright falsehood. And 
the accounts given by narrators, too, are so diverse and 
different that the reconciliation of them is not free from 
difficulty.' 

"'fo this I replied, 'There is in the hands of the 
Friends a history by the late Hajf Mirza J aui of Kashan, 
who was oue of the martyrs of Teheran, and one of the 
best men of that time. But he was a man engaged in 
business and without skill in historiography, neither did 
herecord the dates of the years and months. At most he, 
being a God-fearing man, truthfully set down the record 
of events as he had seen and heard them. Obtain this 
book, and take the episodes from it, and the dates of the 
years and months from the N{tSikhl~'t-TawarUch and the ap
pendices of the Raw~at'li'$-$afa; and, having incorporated 
these in your rough draft, read over each sheet to His 
Reverence Hajf Seyyid Jawad of Kerbela (whose name has 
been repeatedly mentioned in these pages), for he, from 
the beginning of the Manifestation of the First Point 
[i.e. the Bab] until the arrival of His Holiness Beha'u'llah 
in Acre, accompanied the Friends everywhere in person, 
and is thoroughly informed and cognizant of all events. 
Thus diligently correct the history, in order that t.hiR 
book may, by the will of God, be well finished, and may 
win the approbation of the learned throughout the world.' 

"Then he requested the writer to indite the introduc-

1 Ooncerning Sipihr (better known as Lisanu'-l-Hulk) and 
Hid(Lyat (Riz;a-l.{uli Khan Lala-basM), and their histories, the 
Nasikhu't-Tawarikh and the supplement to the Raw~atu,'s.Safii, 
see vol. ii of my Traveller's .Narrative, pp. 173-192. 

d2 
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tory preface, and so open for him the path of composition. 
So I, agreeably to his request, wrote two pages at ~he 
1$ginning of that book, and embellished this introductIOn 
"'-th prefatory exhortations and incitements to strive after 
truth 1. N ow it was his intention to compose this book 
in two volnmes 2

, the first volume about the events con
nected with the Manifestation of the First Point [i.e. the 
Bab], and the second volume about the circumstances of 
the Most Holy and Most Splendid Dawn 3. But after he 
had completed the first volume, fate granted him no further 
respite, for he died in the city of Resht in the year A.H. 

1299 [ = A.D. 1881-2]. 
"But Manakji would not suffer this history to be 

finished in the manner which the writer had snggested, 
but compelled the chronicler to write what he dictated. 
For Manakji's custom was tb bid his secretary write down 
some matter and afterwards read the rough draft over to 
him. So first of all the secretary used to read over to 
him the rough draft which he had made in accordance with 
his own taste and agreeably to the canons of good style; 
and then, after Manakjf had made additions here and 
excisions there, and had docked and re-arranged the matter, 
he used to make a fair copy. And since Manakjf had 
no great skill or science in the Persian tongue, the style 
of most of the books and treatises attributed to him is 
disconnected and broken, good and bad being mingled 
together. In addition to this defect, ignorant scribes and 

1 Cf . • T. R. A. S. for 1892, p. 442. According to Baron Rosen's 
letter there cited, the portion of the Preface of the New Histol'Y 
composed by Mirza AbU'l-Fa~l extends from the beginning to 1. 3 
of p. :3 infra. 

2 See pp. 318-319 infra. 
3 By this expression (u-r." ~~;, ~) the Manifestation 

of Beha'u'llah is meant. 

I 
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illiterate writers have, in accordance with their own fancies, 
so altered the Tar£kll-i-Jad£d I that at the present day 
every copy of it appears like a defaced portrait or a restored 
temple, to such a degree that one cannot obtain a correct 
copy of it, unless it were the author's own transcript; other-
wise no copy can be relied upon. . 

" As for Haji Mirza Jani of Kashan, he was one of the 
most highly respected merchants of that town, and believed 
in the blessed mission of the First Point [i.e. the Bab] at 
the very beginning of the Theophany. He was brother to 
Jen{tb-i-~ab[1p (who is mentioned in the Law~-i-Ra'{s2, 
and was honoured with the title of An£s). He it was who, 
when the First Point (exalted be his Supreme Name 1) was 
being conveyed, by command of Mul~ammad Shah, from 
Isfahan to Teheran, entertained His Holiness for three 
nio'hts in his house at Kashan 3. Some while afterwards he ~ 

came from Kashan to Teheran, and abode in Shah 'Abdu'l-
'Azim 4 where he wrote his history. He was involved in . , --

the catastrophe of the year A.H. 1268 (A.D. 1852, Aug.-
Sept.), and in prison shared the same cell with His Holiness 
Beha'u'llah, and was bound by the same iron chain. Some 
days later 'he was put to death, an innocent victim, in 
this massacre 5, and attained to the rank of martyrdom. 

1 The multitude of variants and divergences in the two MSS. 
of which I made use in preparing this translation fully bears out 
this statement. 

2 See index, s.v. ?abi[l. j and the J. R. A. S. for 1892, p. 311, 
where my conjecture as to the identity of ~abil}. seems to have 
been erroneous. 

3 See pp. 213-214, and 349 infm. 
4 The celebrated shrine and city of refuge, distant about 5 or 

6 miles from Teheran to the south. 
5 On September 15th, A.D. 1852. See Traveller's Narrative, 

vol. ii, p. 332. 
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~ut of his history I, the writer, cannot now procure a copy; 
for from Samar\mnd to Teheran is very far, and fortune 
frowns on the People of Beha, and is beyond measure 
jealous of them. . 

:: Go~ Almlrhty best. knoweth the truth of all matters. 
Wntten A~ the twenty-first dny of the month of 

Rabt'u'th-tMini A.H. 1310, corresponding to the thirty-first 
of Tashrin-i-avval [October] J A.D. 1892, by the pen of the 
author of this treatise, Abu'l-Fa~l Muq.ammad ibn Mu
q.ammad B,i~a of Gulpayagan." 

fJ1his full and detailed account of the authorship and 
composition of the Ta'rlkll-i-Jadid, for which both Mirza 
Abu'l-Fa~l and M. Toumansky are entitled to our warmest 
gratitude, the one for writing and the other for publishing 
it, renders it unnecessary for me to say much more on this 
head. We cannot but regret that one capable of writing 
so clear, succinct, and pertinent a statement had not a 
larger share in. the compilation of the Ta1'{kh-i-Jadid 
which would undoubtedly have gained much more frOl~ 
the co-operation of Mirza Abu'l-Fa~l than it has from that 
of Manakjf. One point, however, I must again briefly 
allude to: I mean the share in the work here ascribed to 
Seyyid J awad of Kerbela. In my Catalogue and Descrip
tion of 27 Babf MSS. (J. R. A. S. for 1892, pp. 443-4 and 
683-5) I expressed a doubt as to the correctness of this 
portion of Mirza Abu'l-Fa~l's statement, my grounds for 
this doubt being the ascription to Seyyid Jawad of the 
Hasht Bihisllt, a controversial work of strongly-marked Ezelf 
proclivities, and assurances given to me by :;;ubl.l-i-Ezel to 
the effect that Seyyid J awad was one of his staunchest 

1 This date is given according to the old style prevalent in 
Russia. The corresponding date according to our style is N 0-

vember 12th. 
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adherents \ What I wrote on tbis matter was shown by 
M. Tou~ansky to Mirza Abu'l-Fa~l, who, in letters pub
lished in the article in the Zapisski already cited, cate
gorically and absolutely denies that Seyyid Jawad was 
an Ezelf, or was other than a most devoted and loyal 
adherent of Beha. 1 have not space to quote either the 
interesting biographical details about this illustrious man, 
nor the epistle addressed to him by Beha'u'llah, nor the 
denial of his sympathy with the EzeHs made by Mirza, 
Abu'l-Fazl to M. rroumansky, and published by the latter 
in vol. viii of the Zapisski (pp. 41, and 43-5), to which 
1 refer such as desire fuller information. The sum of the 
matter is this: Seyyid J awad was a man equally re~ 
markable for his illustrious descent, his learning, and his 
piety; he was brought up in the Sheykhf doctrines, followed 
the lectures of Seyyid Ka~im, and was one of the earliest 
believers in the Bab, whom he knew personally. His 
nature was so gentle and temperate that, according to 
Mirza Abu'l-Fa~l, "he would speak ill of no one, mentioning 
all religious opinions, whether of Hindoos, Jews, Christians, 
Musulmans, Ezelfs, or Beha'is, with respect." Both the Ezelfs 
and the Beha'is claim him; and, as I think, we have not 
yet sufficient evidence to enable us to decide between them, 
for against the clear and explicit testimony of Mirza 
Abu'l-Fa~l is the equally clear and equally explicit testi
mony of $ubq.-i-Ezel and his partisan Sheykh A--. 

I now pass to my own connection with the Tartklt-i~ 

Jadfd. 1 was first made aware of its existence by Mr Sidney 
Churchill (to whose unrivalled knowledge of Persian biblio~ 
graphy I seize this occasion of once more bearing testimony) 
on December 14th, 1887. He told me that he had obtained 
a manuscript of this history of the Babis for the British 

1 Traveller's Narrative, vol. ii, p. 342, ll. 2. 
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Museum Library, and advised me, if I was interested in 
this subject, to work at it on my return to England. He 
did not inform me of the author's name, but said that he 
was a member of the sect. I made a note of his communi
cation in my diary, and, for the time being, did nothing 
more. 

I next heard of the TaTlklt-i-Jad£d at Shiraz on March 
30th, 1888, from some of my BalJf friends. They described 
it as a history of the events of jthe 'Manifestation' from 
the beginning, and the author as a Persian who had 
travelled much, and who, having begun to write the book 
as an impartial observer, had been convinced by the results 
of his enquiries, if not by his own eloquence, during the 
progress of his labours. One of my informants, a Babi 
missionary, admitted that he knew the name of the author, 
but said that he did not feel justified in divulging it 
to me. At the same time a promise Was given that a 
copy of the book should be lent to me. ffhis promise was 
fulfilled two days later; and during my stay at Shfraz 
I read a considerable portion of it. When I left Shfraz 
hurriedly for Yezd, expecting to return thither before 
leaving Persia, I was permitted to take the manuscript 
with me, and finally it was bestowed upon me as a gift. 
It is now in my possession, and is described in full in my 
Catalogue and Description of 27 Bah{ AfSS. (J. R. A. S. 
for 1892, pp. 440-444) under the press-mark BBP. 5. In 
this volume I designate it simply as C. (Cambridge Codex). 

On my return to England in the autumn of 1888, I 
again read this manuscript through, this time more care
fully, making marginal references and annotations; and 
I made considerable use of it in the compilation of the two 
articles on the Babfs which I published in the July and 
October numbers of the J. R. A. S. for 1889. ffhis reading 
I concluded on December 8th, 1888. 
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'Wh~n the conclusion of the two articles above referred 
to left me free to take up fresh work, I resolved to prepare 
a text and translation of the Tariklt-i-Jadid. I did not 
at first make any use of the British Museum Codex (Or. 
2942), as I could not at that time go to Loudon to consult 
it. I therefore transcribed my manuscript in a fair legible 
hand, such as could be easily read by an European com
positor, marking the passages which seemed corrupt, or 
writing them in pencil with a query in the margin, and 
sometimes a conjectural emendation. At the same time I 
made the rough draft of a literal English translation, which, 
however, I discontinued when I had transcribed about 
half the book. The transcript I finished on February 8th, 
1890. 

During the following Easter Vacation (March 4th
May 3rd) I visited the two rival Babf chiefs, ~ubl}.-i-Ezel 
at Famagusta iu Cyprus, and Beha'u'llah at Acre in Syria. 
From the latter place I brought back the manuscript of .. 
'Abbas Efendi's Traveller's Narrative (referred to at pp. xiv 
and xxxi-ii supra), which,in accordance with the pleasure 
of the Syndics of the UuiversityPress, I published in 
fac-simile' with an English translation and notes. Till the 
appearance of these volumes in February 1892, I had little 
leisure to give to the Tadkh-i-Jadid, but nevertheless in 
the Easter vacation. of 1891 I spent about three we-eks in 
London, and, by dint of hard work, finished collating my 
transcript of the text with the British Museum Codex 
(Or. 2942), hereinafter designated as L. (London Codex), 
on April 11th of that year. This collation was more 
laborious than I had anticipated, for the variants between 
the two manuscripts were numerous and important, and 
several long episodes contained in L. but omitted in C. 
had to be transcribed. Finally, however, the work was 
accomplished, and a satisfactory text established. 
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My original intention was, as I have said, to pnblil'lh 
both text and translation of a work which I regarded as of 
capital importance for the proper understanding of the 
Babf religion. It was clear, however, that the partial 
translation which I had made would have to be entirely 
rewritten in the fuller light of the collated and corrected 
text. rrhe work of translating the Traveller's Narrative 
had somewhat modified my views as to the manner in 
which Eastern books should be done into English. I had 
made that translation as literal as possible, and, owing 
to the concise and clear style of the original, this was not 
so difficult as in the case of the diffuse, wordy and dis
cursive New llist01'Y, which abounded in re-iterations, 
digressions, and irrelevant diatribes. Yet even the trans
lation which I had made of the Travelle'll s N(wrative did 
not wholly satisfy me, for I felt that, notwithstanding all 
my pains, it was at best laborious and wearisome reading 
in English. How, then, would it be with the New 
History? 

Before finally deciding on the course which I should 
adopt, I again applied to the Syndics of the University 
Press with a view to ascertaining whether they were 
disposed to accept the text and translation of the book, 
or either of them, for publication. I ventured to urge the 
publication of the translation, but did not feel justified in 
insisting very strongly on the importance of printing the 
text as well; for to print so extensive a text in the Arabic 
character would, I knew, be a very costly undertaking, 
and, seeing that of such texts the total number which 
can be published in Europe is necessarily limited, it 
is incumbent on the scholar to consider what text is 
most indispensable, lest haply he fail to use to the 
best advantage the facilities placed at his disposal. In 
reply to my application, the Syndics generously consented 
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to bear the expenses of publishing the transla~ion,but 
expressed a disinclination to undertake the text as well. 
rrhis decision, although it did not surprise me, caused me 
at the time some little disappointment; for it is not in 
human nature, when one has laboured long and diligently 
at the reconstruction of a text, to learn without a shadow 
of regret that it will never be anything more than a manu
script. Yet I deem it now a most fortunate circumstance 
that the Syndics arrived at this decision, for the discovery 
of Hajf Mfrja Janf's history in the Bibliotkeque Nationale 
puts an entirely new complexion on the matter, and it is 
evident that it has a far stronger claim to publication than 
the Tfidkk-i-J ad{d. 

The determination arrived at by the Syndics decided 
me on two points. I had learned from Baron Rosen that 
an incomplete manuscript of the Tfidk1~-i-J ad{d had been 
obtained at 'Ish~abad and forwarded to St Petersburg by 
Lieutenant Toumansky in the summer or autumn of 1890 1

• 

Had it been decided to publish the text, I should have 
had to make a further collation of this manuscript with 
my restored text. As the translation only was to be pub
lished, this' seemed to me no longer absolutely necessary, 
my text being sufficiently good for this purpose. I was, 
moreover, enabled to form a clearer conception of the lines 
on which my new translation must be made. Of the plan 
which I elaborated and have carried out in the following 
pages I shall now proceed to speak. 

The facts with which I had to reckon were these: a 
work wherein historical matter of great interest and im
portance was mingled with prolix digressions of little value; 
a text based on two manuscripts each of which contained 

1 See Collections Scientijiques de l'Institut des LanfJues Orien
tales de St PetersbourfJ, vol. vi, p. 244; and the J. R. A. S. for 
1892, pp. 318~319. 
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several important and lengthy passages omitted in the 
other; and a style generally concise and clear in the 
narrative portions of the book, but florid, redundant, and 
diffuse in the digressions. 'fhe object which I had in view 
was to produce a readable rendering of this work in English, 
which, while embodying everything in the least degree 
calculated to throw light on the history and development 
of the Bab! religion, should omit most of the irrelevant 
matter mixed up with it in the original, preserving only 
such specimens of the digressions, diatribes, and somewhat 
trite reflections of the author as might suffice to gIve a 
correct idea of his style. 

N ow in the case of a classical or ancient text, which 
has an interest mainly literary, our endeavour must evi
dently be to find out, so far as possible, what the author 
wrote, and to eliminate and discard all interpolations made 
by later hands. Noone, for instance, who proposed to 
edit the AIasna'vt would wish to retain in the text the 
many spurions lines which have been added by ingenious 
copyists in the course of ages; therefore, having satisfied 
himself that a given passage reposed on no good manu
script anthority, he would without eompunction excise 
it. But this does not apply to a book like the Tudkh-i
Jad£d, which was written only thirteen or fourteen years 
ago, . which is essentially a compilation made by t,vo or 
three persons acting in concert, and which, moreover, is 
interesting less from a literary than from a historical point 
of view. In this case the interpolations may be just as 
valuable as the original text, for no one but a Bab! would 
copy the book, and such an one might well add from his own 
knowledge new and important facts of which the authors 
were not cognizant. Indeed, as a matter of fact, some of 
the most interesting portions of the Ta?'zkJ~-i-Jad{d are 
evidently interpolations of this sort, several of them 
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being actually introduced by the words "thus says' the 
reviser of this history," or "thus says the transcriber l

," 

It was evidently most important to preserve all these 
narratives, to indicate at the same time the Codex in 
which they occurred, and, in the case of episodes differently 
narrated in the two Codices, to give the two versions for 
comparison one beside the other. 

'].1he way in which I have done this is as follows. Pas
sages occurring only in L. (the London Codex) are enclosed 
in single square brackets [ .... ], and passages occurring 
only in C. (the Cambridge Codex, i.e. my own MS.) in 
double brackets [ .... ]. When such passage is a simple 
insertion, and' has nothing corresponding with it in the 
other manuscript, no further mark is added. ' When, how-, 
ever, there is a parallel passage in the other manuscript 
(whether this consist of a few words only, or of a different 
narrative of almost equal length), the two versions are 
placed one above the other (the longer, as a nlle, in the 
body of the page, the shorter at the foot), and the same 
typographical mark (a,n asterisk, a dagger, or the like) is 
placed outside the enclosing brackets of both, so that their 
correspondence may be at once apparent. In this way 
both versions are preserved, and the translation of either 

1 As instances I will only cite K{lChak 'Ali Beg's narrative of 
the entry of the Niriz captives into Shintz (pp. 124-8 infra), 
which is much fuller in L. than in C.; the different accounts of 
the second Niriz insurrection in the two MSS. (pp. 128-131) ; 
the extensive particulars of the Zanjan siege given in L. on the 
authority of lfaydar Beg, the son of Mulla Mu};lammad 'Ali's 
lieutenant Din l\IuJ;!ammad (pp. 136-] 61, and 163-8); ,?;abi};l's 
narrative of l\Iir 'Abdu'l-BalFi's meeting with the Bah at Kashan 
(pp. 214--216) in L.; the text of Mirza Mul),ammad 'Ali's letter 
to his brother (pp. 301-3) in C.; and Suleyman Khan's account 
of the Bab's execution in L. (pp. 309-311). 
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text can be easily restored. Suppose, for example, one of 
my readers sees reason to think that the L. text is the 
more correct one, and wishes to deal with this only, he 
will delete everything enclosed in double brackets, and 
transfer the parallel passages in single brackets from the· 
foot of the page into the body of the text; and vice ve1·sa. 
In some cases passages occurring in one manuscript only 
(but generally passages of small extent) have been rele
gated to the foot of the page because they appeared to me 
to be either redundant, or incorrect. In this case their 
position in the text is indicated by the insertion at the 
point where they occur of the same typographical sign 
(asterisk, dagger, or the like) which is prefixed and ap-
pended to the brackets enclosing them. . 

Of the two manuscripts on which my text is based, the 
London Codex (L.) is described at pp. 192-7 of vol. ii 
of my Traveller's Narrative, and my own manuscript (C.) 
at pp. 440-4 of the J.R.A.S. for 1892, so that I need say 
no more about them in this place, save that the former, 
transcribed in Rajab A.H. 1298 (June, 1881), was written, 
as appears from Mirza Abu'l-Fafl's statement, during the 
author's lifetime (for he died in A.H. 1299), and may even 
have been made under his supervision. In any case it 
is the better manuscript of the two. My inability to 
publish the text has made me feel a greater responsibility 
about the translation, since my readers will not be able to 
check the accuracy of my renderings by reference to the 
original; and I can conscientiously say that I have taken 
more pains with this book than with the Tmveller's 
Narrative, though I have not followed the idiom of the 
Persian quite so closely, especially in the non-historical 
portions, where I felt that a greater latitude in treatment 
was admissible. 

It now only remains for me to speak of the supple-
F-, 
i 
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mentary. matter with which I have striven to enrich t.his 
volume, and to tender my thanks to those to whom I am 
most indebted for help. This supplementary matter con
sists of three illustrations; four fac-similes of letters; and 
three Appendices \ numbered II, III, and IV. 

Of the illustrations, one, a portrait of ~ubl~-i-Ezel, 
forms the frontispiece. For this I am indebted to my 
friend Captain Arthur Young, lately Commissioner at 
Famagusta in Cyprus, to whose kind help I owe so much. 
The photograph, which, as I can testify, is an extremely 
faithful likeness, was taken, so far as I remember, about 
the end of 1889 or the beginning of 1890, and the negative, 
which was necessary for the preparation of the copper-plate, 
was Rent to me last year. The plans of Sheykh Tabarsi and 
the sketch of the Zanjan gate were drawn by my sister, 
Miss Helen Browne, from rough sketches made by myself 
on the spot in 1887-8. 

For the autograph letters of the Bab, Seyyid IJ:useyn, 
Mnlla Sheykh 'Ali Jenab-i-'A~bn, and l,{urratu'VAyn 
I am indebted to the kindness of ~ub1:t-i-Ezel. Fac-similes 
of these, with their translations and reproductions in the 
printed charactcr, form Appcndix III, to which the reader 
is referred for further information. All these illustrations 
and fac-similes have been executed by the Cambridge 
Engraving Company under the supervision of my friend 
Mr A. G. Dew-Smith of rrrinity College, to whom I here 
offer my warmest thanks for the pains which he has taken 
to make them as perfect as possible. 

For the facilities afforded me for working at the Paris 
manuscript of' Haji Mirza Janf's history, an account of 
which forms Appendix II of this volume, lowe a great 

1 Appendix I is not included, because it merely contains an 
abstract of certain portions of the Tar11ch-i-Jadid which did not 
seem to me worth translating in full. 
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debt of grat.itude to the authorities of tho Bibliothcqne 
N ationale, especially to M. Delisle and M. Zotenberg, as 
well as to my friends M. Barbier de Meynard and M. 
Michel Breal. For the transcript of the text on which 
I have chiefly had to rely, my thanks are due to Aq.med 
Beg Agaeff, who, at considerable personal inconvenience, 
exerted himself to the utmost to complete it in the shortest 
possible space of time. 

'rhe "Succinct Accoltnt of the BaM ~fovement," of 
which the English translation forms Appendix IV of this 
volume, and of which the Persian text stands at the end 
of the book after the Index, was written for me by ~ubq.-i
Ezel in N ovember-·December 1889 in reply to sundry 
questions which I had addressed to him a little while pre
viously. On the importance of such an account coming 
from such a source it is unnecessary to dwell: it is almost 
as though we had a narrative of the first beginnings of 
IsIamtold by 'Ali ibn Abi 'falib. That so valuable a 
document deserved publication will, I should think, be 
questioned by no one. 

Last of all my warmest thanks are due to the Syndics 
of the University Press for their liberality in bearing the 
cost of publication of a work little likely, I fear, to prove 
remunerative; to my friend Mr R. A. Neil of this College 
for undertaking, notwithstanding the nlany claims on his 
time, the labour of reading through the proof-sheets; and 
to Baron Rm;en and Lieutenant 'roumansky for keeping 
me continually informed of their latest discoveries, and 
for supplying me with proofs of papers not yet published. 
'J1.hat my book may not be found unworthy of the generous 
help received from so many different quarters is my earnest 
hope. 
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PREFACE. 

THAT in matters of faith and· religion a slavish sub:
servience to authority and custom is improper and unseemly; . 
that problems of such vital importance cannot be solved by 
passion, prejudice, and idle guesses; and that we cannot 
soar into a region so vast on the wings of baseless con
jecture or blind conformity, are statements which all wise 
and impartial judges will readily admit. For it was 
through naught else than such blind imitation of their 
ancestors and unreasoning submission to the authority .of . 
their priests that former peoples rejected the prophets. sent 
l{nto them, seeking to justify their unbelief by such words 
as, "Verily we found our fathers practising a religion, and 
we follow their footsteps 1." N either is this enquiry one 
on which we should enter heedlessly or unreflectingly, 
inasmuch as even those best qualified to undertake it do 
humbly entreat Him who is the Guide of Wanderers to 
keep them from erring or stumbling, while the very pro
phets and apostles exclaim in their sense of utter helpless
ness, "Place me not with the· wicked people I B".. . One 
cannot, therefore, in a quest so perilous, follow the foot
steps of such as pretend to take philosophy as a guide. of 
life while they are themselves still entangled in the bonds 
of passion; nor of those who acquire learning only with a 

1 I}:ur'an, xliii, 22. 

N. H. 

2 ~ur'an, vii, 149. 

1 
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view to obta,ining power, and who make their austere a,nd 
ascetic life a snare wherewith to delude the ignorant. [For 
the Prophet hath said, "All men shall perish save the 
wise, and all the wise shall perish save such as make use of 
their wisdom, and all such as make use of their wisdom 
shall perish save those who are sincere, and even the 
sincere are in dire peril." 'fhis is also implied in the 
saying, "'fhe true believer is rarer than the philosopher's 
stone, and harder to find than pure gold" j while the same 
fact is eloquently set forth by Christ where he says that 
men of every kind shall assemble at the wedding-feast, but 
that the chosen are few.] 

But inasmuch as the Merciful God hath made every 
soul a mirror capable of illumination by the Sun of 
Wisdom, in such wise that whosoever will may thereby 
apprehend divine verities, and so become endowed with 
true humanity and unselfishness, it behoves everyone to 
renounce all self-seeking and egotism, to avert his gaze 
from passion and desire, and earnestly to endeavour to 
follow the path of God, looking to Him and trusting in 
Him. So with stedfast feet shall he pursue the path of 
righteousness, and enter with all sincerity and singleness of 
heart into the highway of enquiry, until he at length win 
to a state where God shall be gracious unto him and shall 
guide him unto the recipient of divine revelation and the 
saint of that age. Thus may the seeker realize the pro
mise of the blessed word, "Those who strive for us we will 
assuredly direct into our waysl." 

N ow whosoever hath been brought to this state and led 
to apprehend this truth is bound by the gratitude which so 
signal a blessing should inspire, as well as by the dictates 
of common humanity, to communicate the results of his 

1 \{ur'an, xxix, 69. 
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enquiry to his fellow-men, that they also may be delivered 
from doubt and uncertainty. For this reason did the 
writer of this book deem it incumbent on himself to set 
forth in these pages in a concise and narrative form such 
information as he acquired during his travels in Persia 
concerning the different sects of the Musulmans, hoping 
that thereby certain current misapprehensions may be 
dissipated, and that sundry baseless calumnies and false 
accusations which lead men to deem their fellow creatures 
infidels meet only to be slain and despoiled, whose very 
touch is a contamination, may be disproved. In this way 
the enmity and discord which are the ruin of this people 
may perchance be abated, so that they may meet and 
discuss amicably with a view to the removal of their· 
differences, and may no longer continue to regard each 
other as infidels and unbelievers without having clearly 
apprehended that wherein they are at variance. 

'fo be brief, after travelling for some time in all parts of 
Europe and India and observing the races and religions of 
those regions, I chanced to visit Persia. Although I had 
not meditated a long sojourn in that country, nevertheless 
events so shaped themselves that I remained there for a 
considerable period, mixing in familiar conversation with 
all sorts of people, and making friends and acquaintances 
amongst every class. Some of these invited me to ex
change the Christian faith for the religion of Mu~ammad; 
others regarded me as one of themselves; others again 
received me not. Yet such was the divergence of opinions 
and such the multiplicity of sects which I beheld in this 
religion-Sheykhis, Mutasharri's, ~Ufis, Sunnis, mystics, 
metaphysicians, dervishes, N u~eyris, devotees, and Babis
that, though my inclination prompted me to advance, my 
reason bade me stand still. For if the J.{ur'an be one and 
contain the commands of God, whence come all these 

1-2 
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differences of opinion and contradictory judgements 1 Seek 
as I might, I could discover no agreement between the 
treatises of two 'lJutllas, or the decisions of two mujtaltids. 
What I heard was ever, "My humble opinion is this," or 
"the view held by So-and-so is this," the command of God 
being altogether disregarded amongst them. 

Alas that they have by their disagreements and dif
feren~es so marred this holy Law that little is left of it 
save the name and appearance, and that nothing wise or 
intelligible is any longer heard, but only vain discussions 
touching legal uncleanness and purification! It is as 
though God, in His infinite bounty, should cause to fall 
the rain of mercy, purposing thereby to satisfy all mankind 
with sweet streams of wisdom, and to deliver them from 
the thirst of ignorance and inadvertence; that thereupon 
a host of foul reptiles should gather round the spot ,vhere 
it had collected pure and sweet, battening, breeding, and 
each after his own fashion asserting his supremacy and 
claiming undisputed possession; that in the course of ages 
these should so befoul and pollute that pure sweet water 
that it waxeth loathsome and abominable; that notwith
standing this they should still continue with those melodious 
voices wherewith they are endowed to invite all men from 
far and near to enter in and drink, crying out" This is the 
pure Water of Life and the Fount of Immortality"; that 
pilgrims athirst in the desert of enquiry should approach 
with eager hope; but that on their arrival they should 
behold the contrary of what they had expected, and should 
turn away in bitter disappointment, saying, 

"If indeed the faith of Ishim be what in the world appears, 
Well may sceptics mock the faith of Ishim with a thousand 

sneers !" 

And yet, by striving to exercise a little candour and to 
banish dissension, they might still hope to purify and 

f 
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reform this holy religion. But if they desire to please Go'd 
and Hi~ prophets, regenerate their faith, restore to their 
creed its pristine lustre, and render their country and state 
once more free, prosperous, and powerful, they must in the 
first place abandon certain habits which are at present 
rooted and engrained in their very nature. To these 
habits they have grown so accustomed that not only have 
they become almost a second nature, but the hatefulness 
thereof is not even suspected by them. Their condition is 
like that of a certain priest who said to a friend, "If you 
notice in me any objectionable habit of which I myself may 
not be aware, pray inform me of it, that I may strive to 
relinquish it." "I perceive no fault in you," answered his 
friend, "save a habit of using abusive language." "Abusive 
language I"~ cried the other, "What rascally knave calls me 
abusive 1 What shameless ruffian have I abused that he 
should dare to prefer such a charge against me 1" 

N ow the principal vice of the Persians (and it is the 
worst of faults, and, indeed, the source of all) is falsehood, 
which has gained such universal ascendancy and become so 
customary and so familiar that truthfulness and integrity 
are entirely abandoned and ignored. And it is this vice 
which has brought about the decay of religion and law and 
the enfeeblement of Church and State. For falsehoods 
uttered by ministers of state in diplomatic transactions, 
by destroying the dignity of the Crown and the reputation 
of the government, bring about the ruin of the empire; 
falsehoods proceeding from ministers of religion dishonour 
the Sacred Law and overthrow the edifice of faith; while 
falsehoods uttered by the common folk prevent progress 
and tend to bring about the decline and fall of the nation. 
For this reason political and religious liberty and national 
wealth and prosperity are in all other countries and amongst 
all other races and creeds, whether in Europe or India, 
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daily on the increase; while with this unfortunate people 
by reason of this same perverse untruthfulness and lack of 
integrity, they are continually on the decline, though the 
prevalent corruption, disorder, and mental preoccupation 
do not suffer the cause of this to be discerned. 

.The people of Italy were till within recent years similarly 
affilcted. Eventually a number of their men of learning 
assembled together to investigate the cause of this. "Since 
we dw~ll in ~he fairest portion of Europe," said they, "and 
are skIlled III all arts, trades} manufactures, and sciences, 
wh~t can be t~le reason that we are continually deteriorating 
wlule our neIghbours are perpetually making prouress in 
every direction?" After due thought and deliberation 
~hey discovered that this was wholly traceable to the 
mfluence of the Pope, who in their country represented 
t~e supreme .spiritual authority, declaring himself to be the 
VIcar of Chnst. He, like the divines of Persia withheld 
men :rom acquiring useful arts and accomplishments or 
amassmg wealth by senseless illjmlctions, in proof of which 
he would adduce sayings of great and holy men whereof 
he ~~~d wholly ~~1iled ~o apprehend the true purport, such 
as, fhe world IS carrIOn and such as desire it are dogs" . 
"L f . , . ove? the world is the source of all error"; "Provision 
IS ap~omted and the covetous are disappointed." r11hese 
~phonsms, and others like unto them, had been so dinned 
mto men's ears that they had ceased to care for art 
commerce, agriculture, or wealth, and had been brouuht t~ 
regard this ancient and enduring world as a thin~ im
permanent and unstable as a spider's web, saying, for 
example,-

" Naught in the world shall endure' 
Naught shall abide 'neath the sun'· 
Earth is a mansion as frail ' 
As the web which the spider hath spun." 
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Yet in this "spider's web" the wise men of Europe, 
by means of the astronomical instruments and tables which 
they possess, behold one of those celestial orbs whereof 
some are so remote that the light proceeding from them 
must travel for thirty thousand years ere it reach this 
globe, notwithstanding that light travels two hundred 
thousand miles a second! We speak here of orbs which 
the wise men of those parts have actually beheld with the 
eye of sense, for as to those far more distant orbs which 
cannot be seen without special appliances, but which still 
exercise attraction on other celestial bodies, they extend 
unto wheresoever God pleaseth, and He alone knoweth 
their number, the distances which intervene between them, 
the fashion of their formation, and the kind of creatures 
which inhabit them. Compared to these this globe is like 
a ball encircled by the bat of Divine Might, and so moved 
and rolled by the sun's attraction. 

rro be brief, however, when the wise men of Europe 
and the people of Italy had proved the extent of His 
Holiness the Pope's hypocrisy, guile, and deceit, they 
exerted all their energies, and, notwithstanding all his 
power an<;l the subjection in which he had hitherto held 
all the sovereigns of Europe, so effectually deposed him 
and his children and grandchildren that naught remained 
of him but the name and appearance, nor did anyone 
thenceforth pay the slightest heed to a single word 
which he wrote. After this they employed themselves 
in spreading the triumphs of Art, Commerce, and Political 
Reform, until in a little while they became objects of 
emulation to all their fellows and contemporaries. 

N ow, although the Persians have witnessed and com
prehended the consequences of falsehood, they still refuse 
to relinquish this evil habit-

"I know not how such as in evil delight 
See nothing but evil in virtue and right." 



8 THE NEW HISTORY. 

Yet in their books of tradition it is stated on good 
authority that certain perS011S demanded of the Imam 
Ja'far-i-~adi~, "·Will your followers commit crimes and 
do unlawful actions 1" He answered, "Yes." "·Will they 
be guilty of fornication and sins against nature 1;' they 
asked. "It is possible," he replied. "Will they drink 
wine and do murder 1" they inquired. "It is likely 
enough," said he. "Will they utter falsehoods 1" they 
asked. "rrhat," said he, "is impossible 1" 

Notwithstanding this, the Persians still claim to be 
Shi'ites, and, although God has called liars a,ccursed in 
all the sacred books, refuse to abandon their mendacious 
habits. N or do they confine themselves to minor false
hoods affecting only the things of this world,· for in 
matters relating to religion also they have shewn them
selves to be ready liars a,nd shameless .forgers, as will be 
duly set forth in its proper place. 

Now the principal evil of falsehood is, that when it 
has entered into a man's nature· and there established 
itself, it generates a host of other evils. Amongst these 
is hypocrisy, which is a kind of unbelief. Hypocrites 
have ever been the chief cause of the downfall of re
ligion, even as the Seal of the Prophets, .Mul~ammad, 
hath said, "I fear for this faith neither unbeliever nor 
believer, but I fear the hypocrite who makes a show of 
faith and harbours unbelief in his heart." N ow the ori
ginal meaning of the word klifr (unbelief) is the con
cealing of tntth 01' right in any way whatsoever, though 
it be but to the extent of a mustard-seed or mote, without 
its being restricted to the truth or right of God or man. 
Indeed it is evident that none can conceal God, who is 
more evident and manifest than the visible sun. So a 
kajir (unbeliever) is one who refuses to recognize the 
rights of God or of his fellow-men; and this unbelief, as 
I imagine, exists to some extent in everyone. And so 
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likewise the devout lVIusulman is he who recognizes God 
and all such as have just claims on him, and who dis
charges the duties which he owes to others in a right 
manner, injuring none either in word or deed. But as for 
such as devour the wealth of great and small alike, dis
honour their fellow-men, lay violent hands on the property 
of thit-! one or that one, give unjust decisions, and de
nounce as infidels and doom to death God's servants, I 
know not how they can hope or believe that they. are 
devout Musulmans! Could some men but regard them
selves impartially and discern their own inward unbelief, 
they would never again ascribe infidelity to another! 

As it has now been shewn that disregard and neglect 
of the rights of our fellow-men is a kind of unbelief, it is 
evident also that hypocrisy is a species of latent infidelity, 
and Muhammad hath said, "Infidelity is more difficult 
of detection amongst my people than a black ant crawling 
in the dark night over hard rock." Now hypocrites a:r~ 
those whose hearts and tongues are not in accord,whose 
words and deeds are inconsistent, who are inwardly repro
bate and outwardly devout, and who, clothing. themselves 
in the garb of a spurious asceticism and simulated piety, 
seek to deceive God and man by their guile and cunlling-

""Without fair-seeming· as the pagan's ~~rine; 
Within o'ershadowed by the wrath dIvme; 
The life of Bayazid 1 their lips defame; . . 
Their hearts Yazid 2 himself might blush to claIm." 

N ow should anyone, while admitting that it is possible 
by guile and falsehood to deceive men, dem~nd ~o,: it is 
possible to deceive God, we reply that, albeIt thIS IS Im-

1 Bayazid of Bistam, a celebrated :;;Ufi saint who flourished in 
the third century of the hijra.. . 

2 Yazid b. MU'aviya, the second Omayyad caliph and mur
derer of the Imam I;Iuseyn. He reigned from A.H. 60 to 64. 
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possible, these foolish men do .nevertheless attel~1?,t to 
cheat Him who is "the Best DevIser of Stratagems, and 
to explain away the ordinances and commandments of 
Muhammad the Seal of the Prophets. Have you not 
you;self see~ and heard of how ~mmy estat.es and fortu~1es 
persons ostensibly devout obtall1 possessIOn, pe:suadll1g 
themselves by their casuistry that these are theIr lawful 
right and just due? Judge by this of the t~lOusand other 
species of traffickings, barterings; and plea.dmgs whereby, 
in diverse fashions, they compel rIghtful claImants to effect 
settlements and partial compromises. With such phrases 
as "I compromise," "I agree," which have now become 
universal technicalities, do they defraud God and man, 
trampling under foot the rights o~ t~eir fell~ws: and 
shutting their eyes to equity and JustIce. TIns. IS the 
real meaning of infidelity, and these are the true mfidels. 
Consider fairly: if a woman be entitled to re.ceive a th~u
sand tumans dowry from her husband, or a SIster the hke 
sum as a legacy from her brother, and if, a~ter the con
clusion of the legal formalities and proceedll1gs, she be 
unabb to enforce her just claims and be compelled to 
effect a compromise at one hundred tumans, have those 
other nine hundred Utmans become the lawful due of 
those who constitute themselves her creditors, and are 
their consciences clear ? Though the doctors of la,: and 
divinity have now given their sanction and authOrIty to 
such decisions, yet are they none the less repu~nant to 
God's good pleasure, and inconsistent with true pIety and 

virtue. 
So, in like manner, if a hundred tunuxns of titheS be 

1 So is God termed in two passages in the I~ur'an: iii, 47 j and 

viii,30. . f 
2 In the original Mums, which signifies a prop~rtlOn 0 ~ne 

fifth of wealth acquired in war, commerce, or the lIke, to WhICh 
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due from one of these pious believers, t~ley will place that 
sum in a vessel containing oil, honey, or curdled milk, 
and offer it instead of the tithe to some poor Seyyid. 
Then for a small sum they buy back the vessel with the 
hundred tumans concealed therein from the Seyyid, who, 
poor fellow, is quite unconscious of the way in which he 
has been defrauded. Or sometimes they will give one 
tumctn to a poor Seyyid on condition that he accept it 
as a hundred tunubls. By such quibbles do they mock 
God, and account themselves free of blame in their usurpa
tion of men's wealth. By the mere utterance of the phrase 
"I compromise," they divest themselves of all anxiety as 
to the questioning of the Day of Reckoning, although they 
profess to believe in the holy precept "Contracts follow 
intentions," 'which, indeed, they are unable to deny. Yet, 
fraudulent and sophistical hypocrites that they are, they 
consider the wealth which they have amassed by their legal 
quibbles and artifices just as lawfully obtained as did the 
thief the shroud for his mother. 

For they relate that the mother of a certain thief when 
at the point of death besought him to obtain for her a 
lawful shroud'. lIe assented, and sallying forth from his 
house at midnight lay in wait at the end of a road. By 
chance he presently fell in with a poor solitary traveller 
who had lagged behind the caravan, and at once took from 
him by force his ass and his saddle-bags. Amongst the 
various articles contained in the latter he discovered 
several yards of linen, whereat he rejoiced and gave thanks, 
saying, "Praise be to God who hath not suffered me 
to return disappointed and ashanied to my mother!" 
rrhen he fell to beating the owner of the linen with all his 
might, crying, "Make this linen lawful to me with thy 

the descendants of the Prophet are entitled. See Querry's ])roit 

Musnlman, vol. i, p. 175 et seq. 
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whole heart!" On his return he nCRcriben to hiR mother 
all that had taken place, saying, "I gave the owner of the 
linen such a drubbing that he cried out with all his might, 
'I make it lawful to thee,' repeating more than a thousand 
times with tears and groans, 'May it be lawful to thee! '" 

N ow this hypocrisy, with the envy, frowardness, guile, 
and jealousy which are, as it were, the fourfold elements of 
which it is compounded, has become so engrained in this 
people as to be almost a second nature. 'Their miserable 
and degraded condition is entirely due to this cause, for no 
two individuals can unite or combine in any enterprise 
without quarrelling; and, should they enter into partner
ship for six months, for six years they will be wholly 
occupied with litigation. In short they so vex, oppreRS, 
and harass one another in every possible way that the very 
name of charity and courtesy would seem to be forgotten. 

Another offspring of this hypocrisy is injustice, which 
drinks milk froin the breast of the false mother and draws· 
instruction from the lying father, until, when it is well 
matured and has learned to walk alone, it goes abroad to 
destroy the welfare of every land where it plants its foot
steps. Such is the injustice which holds absolute sway 
over this country, and to which the people (through ancient 
habit and long subserviency, and because, as the proverb 
says, "Men follow the faith of their killgR ")have become 
as much attached as is the nightingale to the rose or the 
moth to the candle. 'rhough their wings are scorched by 
this fire, they still whirl recklessly around it, as though 
eager for immolation. '1'0 adopt another simile, this ill
justice is like a chronic wasting disease which is continually 
sapping and undermining the health of this people, who are 
notwithstanding so heedless of their condition that they 
fancy themselves better every day, and refuse to follow the 
advice of those wise physicians who bid them avoid that 
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lying and hypocrisJ: which generate it. Such spiritual 
physicians were the prophets and saints sent for their 
guidance and healing, to whom, out of mere cruelty and 
lust of oppression, they did such things as the pen is 
ashamed to record. . 

N ow just as these vile qualities of which we have 
spoken are the cause of temporal and eternal loss and 
ignominy, so do kindliness, charity, and concord conduce to 
the welfare and progress of states and nations, and secure 
peace ~nd. happiness for great and small. It is impossible 
to do Jus~lCe here to the beneficial results of these qualities, 
and we WIll only remark that true affection and charity is 
not that a man should love his wife, children, and kindred 
or his fellow-citizens and compatriots only. He is indeed 
worthy of the name of man who loves all his fellow
creatures, withholds his charity from no human being 
refrains from injuring by word or deed aught that has life' 
and neither scorns nor regards as unclean anything which 
breathes, however lowly, remembering that it too stands in 
some relation to the Lord of the Universe, and would not 
exist but for some beneficent purpose. And so the wise and 
humane man will not regard as accursed aught which exists . ' 
nor spurn It, nor speak evil of it, even as the Lord Jesus 
was once walking with some of his disciples when they 
came suddenly upon a dead and putrid dog, at the stench 
of whose corruption the disciples expressed their disgust. 
But he rebuked them, saying, "Why take ye heed but of 
the corruption of its body, and regard not its white teeth 
nor ponder on its defence of its master's rights and con
tentment with its lot? Regard but what is good, if ye be 
of the spirit." . 
. How far from this are some, who, instead of striving to 

see naught but good in all around them, occupying them
selves with the amendment of their own characters, and 
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endeavouring to remove their own faults, seek only in their 
folly to discover blemishes in others 1 "Such an one," say 
these, "is unsound in his religious beliefs"; "So-and -so is a 
reprobate and accursed"; "'rhe touch of Zeyd is a. pollu
tion"; "It were a meritori~us action to slay 'Amr." Only 
the most extravagant self-approbation and conceit can 
lead them to speak thus, and of all vices these are the most 
detestable. 'ro them is traceable in no small measure the 
deterioration of the Persians, their refusal to accept new 
ideas, and their complete indifference _ to the progress and 
well-being of their country. And so, in spite of all their 
self-esteem, they are continually going back while all other 
nations are advancing. Yet they themselves relate a well
known tradition of how God bade Moses seek out some 
creature of less account than himself and bring it into the 
Divine Presence. After searching for a while Moses dis
covered the putrid carcase of a dog. 'rhinking that this 
would serve his purpose, he attached a cord to its leg and 
began to drag it after him, but ere he had proceec1edmallY 
steps the thought came upon him, "How dare I prefer 
myself even to this?" Even as he dropped the cord from 
his hand he heard a voice rebuking him and saying, 
"0 son of 'Imnin, hadst thou brought that dog one 
step further thou wouldst have forfeited thy rank of pro-
h t t" P e . 

Far removed from this humility of Moses (who, not
withstanding his prophetic rank and the privilege of com
muning with God which he enjoyed, dared not prefer 
himself to the putrid carcase of a dog) is the arrogance of 
those who regard themselves as superior to all the reRt of 
mankind, and do not even hesitate to rank themselves 
above Moses, quoting in support of their presumption the 
tradition, "'rhe doctors of my church are more excellent 
than the prophets of the children of Israel." As to the 
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rest of God's servants, they hold them in less account than 
the carcase of a dog 1 

In strong contrast with these are the people of Europe, 
who have truly apprehended the meaning of affection and 
concord, and have reaped from these a wondrous harvest. 
For: solely by reason of the love which they bear towards 
theIr fellow-creatures, the wise men of modern Europe have 
devoted themselves to the devising of such appliances as 
may serve to lessen the sufferings of God's creatures or 
conduce to their prosperity and comfort, whereby also the 
glory o~ the State is increased. Thus was the power of 
steam dIscovered, whereby thousands of factories of different 
kinds were set in motion, many precious and wonderful 
goods produced, and prodigies of workmanship hitherto 
undreamed of accomplished. The land was delivered from 
the thraldom of desolation and disorder, the people were 
freed from sloth and poverty, the nation waxed rich and 
the st~te stro~g.. ~overnments ceased to depend.- on 
oppreSSIOn and mJustlCe as a means of acquiring revenue 
and ~he pra?tice of extorting money by threats and promise~ 
fell mto dJsuse. Every effort was made to secure equal 
justice for all, and every exertion put forth to perfect the 
mechanism of the administration. The people, thus freed 
from anxiety, be~an to seek after education and culture, 
and to make rapId progress in humanity and virtue' and 
since each had his allotted share in the common work and 
was indispensable to the common weal, all became united 
i~ int~nt and purpose. ~hus they made progress in every 
dIrectIOn and became objects of emulation to all around 
them. 

Amongst these numerous inventions was the railroad 
which wa~ originally devised with the object of alleviatin~ 
the suffermgs endured by beasts of burden and increasing 
the comforts of travellers. Consider the benefits which 
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have resulted from this invention, and observe how, where
ever it goes, it furthers the prosperity of the country and 
the freedom of the people, leaving none within the sphere 
of its influence poor or unemployed, and furnishing each 
with work suited to his capacity. How largely has it 
conduced to national progress, wealth, and consolidation! 
How well it shelters its patrons from the depredations of 
robbers, the keenness of the winter's cold, and the fierce 
heat of summer! 

Not long ago the Prime Minister of Persia, .actuated 
solely by a desire for the welfare of his nation soucrht to , b 

introduce into his country that which had elsewhere proved 
so beneficial. In this design, however, he was vigorously 
opposed by the doctors of religion, who stirred up the 
people against him by telling them that the increased 
influx of Europeans which would result from the proposed 
innovation would infallibly bring about the spread of in
fidelity and the downfall of religion. nley were really 
actuated by a fear lest in course of time the eyes of the 
people might be opened and they should refuse any longer 
to obey them blindly. So they set themselves to discover 
objections and obstacles to the proposed scheme, to fabricate 
"authentic" traditions, and to cast imputations of atheism 
on . the Minister. rrhus, because of their selfishness and 
craving for power, they would not suffer this people after a 
thousand years of abasement and misery to obtain peace 
and happiness. 

A certain Persian of sense and discernment wrote a 
pamphlet to expose the true motives of these doctors. 
Unfortunately, however, it was not published or circulated, 
for "truth is bitter," and its contents would have been so 
unpalata~le to his an~agonists that, had they seen it, they 
would, WIthout stoppmg to consider the arguments con
tained in it, at once have declared its author an infidel. It 
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is not .unlikely that they would pronounce the same judge
ment on the author of the present work' but he thank 
God, is not of this people, and cares naught for th~ appro
bation or resentment of anyone. 

"I neither hearken to the Sheykh, nor hold the parson's 
creed; 

From every sect and every faith, thank heaven I am 
freed 1 !" ' 

N ow if I have strongly and repeatedly insisted on the 
~e.fect~ apparent in the religion of certain persons, the 
lllJustlCC of the government, the ignorance of the people, 
or the total absence of moderation and fairness in the 
ministers of church and state, God is my witness that I 
have n? pe~sonal spite against any individual or class. My 
sole object IS to arouse their zeal by bringing these matters 
before their notice, and to shew them the hatefulness of 
certain of their vices in a true light, so that they may 
cease to regard them as trivial, and may learn to abhor 
and avoid them. So also when I instance the practices of -
European nations in exemplification of such virtues as 
justice, magnanimity, charity, uprightness, and culture, 
and dwell on their praises, it is from no mere desire to 
extol my compatriots 2

, but in the hope that'thereby I may 
arouse the spirit of emulation in this people, incite them to 
acquire these good qualities, and induce them to desist 
from injuring and destroying their fellow-countrymen. 

rro return, however, to the tract of which I spoke. The 
author maintains that the Persians are endowed with a 

~ This verse and the words immediately preceding it are 
notICed ?y Baron Rosen (Coll. Sci., vol. vi, p. 244) as affording 
some eVIdence that Manakji, the late Zoroastrian agent at 
Teheran, wrote, or caused to be written, this history. 

2 It must be borne in mind that throughout this work the 
author maintains the fiction of his European nationality. 

N.H. 2 
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high degree of intelligence and aptitude, and are fully 
capable of improvement, but that unfortunately their 
rulers, fearing to lose the authority which they enjoy, will 
not suffer them to open their eyes and ears, or learn to 
discriminate between good and evil. After establishing 
this thesis by conclusive arguments, he puts forward the 
following allegory, observing that, as each of the ministers 
of state is charged with special duties, the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs may be likened to the sentinel who keeps 
guard over the citadel of the empire. And so, when one 
comes in the early morning and knocks at the gate of this 
citadel, the Minister for Foreign Affairs demands, "Who 
art thou, and what dost thou seek?" 

" I am Justice and Progress," ans\vers the other, "and 
I come to establish equity, inaugurate an era of progress, 
and root out disorder and oppression." 

"'l'hanks be to God," answers the Minister, "that our 
land already enjoys the fullest measure of justice and 
progress. vVe need you not." 

'rhe other then proves to the Minister by conclusive 
evidence that he is Justice and Progress, after which he 
continues :-

"Long ago I went forth from this country and took up 
my abode in Europe. For more than a thousand years I 
have notbehelcl this land or its people, nor set my footsteps 
on its soil. Learning, however, that a fraudulent impostor 
claiming to be myself has formed a league with Discord to 
lay waste the land, I have now returned, for charity's sake, 
to effect its regeneration. Open the door!" 

Quoth the Minister, bolting the cloor more securely, 
" Our country needs not your help. 'fhanks be to God, we 
have strong ancllofty buildings." 

"I bring from Europe," rejoins the other, "all manner 
of new and wonderful inventions and appliances, that I 
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may, by .their introduction, free the people from misery and 
poverty, and make them rich, prosperous, and happy, like 
the people of Europe." 

" We want not your gifts," replies the Minister, "for 
such of these things as we need men bring from Europe, 
and we buy them. Besides, if our people were to become 
rich, they would rise in rebellion." 

After much discussion and argument, the Minister, 
unable to raise any further objections, says in a soft and 
wheedling tone, "Your remarks are perfectly just. Through 
your influence countries prosper, peoples are made free, and 
nations become great. But what can I do? With you here 
I could neither govern nor subsist, but must at oncere
linquish my power, limit myself to the exercise of my 
proper authority, and content myself with the fixed salary 
paid to me by the state. An annual income of two hundred 
thousand turnans and an annual expenditure of one hun
dred thousand would be no longer possible, inasmuch as I 
should be prevented from accepting gifts and bribes, and 
could no longer arrest, imprison, condemn, and acquit as I 
please. In spite of my lofty rank I should be compelled to 
abide by tl~e law, nor should I be permitted even to apply 
a simple abusive epithet to one of my subordinates without 
cause. 'rhese things being so, I cannot, so long as I live, 
admit you. But even if I were to withdraw my opposition, 
there is not one of the administrators of the state who would 
suffer you to remain here for a single instant. They would 
all unite in representing you to the Privy Council as an 
enemy to His Majesty the King, and would forthwith issue 
orders for your execution. But even leaving this out of 
account, the doctors of religion, on becoming aware of your 
arrival, would at once assemble and produce a thousand 
well-authenticated and accredited traditions against you. 
That they would kill yon is a mere nothing, for they regard 

2-2 



20 THE NEW HISTORY. 

it as obligatory on every Musuhmin to drink your blood 
and eat your flesh, and if one should so much as mention 
your name they declare him an infidel deserving of death. 
That they would not suffer you to remain in this country 
for a single moment is also nothing, for wherever they 
recognize one of your friends and admirers they slay him 
without a moment's respite. They regard all Europeans as 
enemies who may be lawfully plundered and slain solely 
because of the love which these bear you. rrhe massacres 
and persecutions of the Babfs-a sect so remarkable for 
their steadfastness and earnestness of purpose-were also 
brought about entirely by their devotion to you; else why 
do the Musulmans refrain from interfering with the Nu
~eyrfs and Ghalis (whom their clergy regard as utter 
heretics), the Kharijfs, the eleven unorthodox sects of 
Imamites, the f3adil.ds and N a'usfs (who hold that the 
Imamate ceased with the Imam Ja'far-i-~adi~, and regard 
him as the promised Mahdf) , and the Mukhtarfs

1 
(who 

assert that Muq.ammad ibn J:Ianafiyya was the expected 
Imam), all of whom are a hundred thousand times worse 
than the Babfs ? " 

What the learned author of this tract wished to shew 
was that these people have neither care nor compassion for 

. their subordinates, being concerned only about the pre
servation of their own power, and not at all about the 
protection of those committed to their charge. Had it 
been otherwise, the people would never have sunk into 
so degraded a condition nor have become so despicable 
in the eyes of foreign states, for the cause of this national 

1 Accounts of these sects will be found as follows in 
Shahristani's f{itabn'l-milal (ed. Cureton) :-the Nu~eyriyya, p. 
143; the GhuhH or GMliya, p. 132; the Kharijiyya, p. 85; the 
Imamiyya, p. 122; the i?adi~iyya or Ja'fariyya, p. 124; the 
Na'{lsiyya, p. 126; the 1\Iukhtftriyya, p. 109. 
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abasement is the prevailing lack of justice and absence 
of generous feeling. Not that they have not a certain 
kind of justice of their own, but it is like the piety of 
the Hindoos and Jews \ which doth but conduce to their 
greater error. Nor are they devoid of all social instincts 
and power of combination, but their concord is the concord 
of wolves, who appear friendly while face to face, but, so 
soon as one relaxes his attention in the least degree and 
suffers sleep to overcome him, they tear him in pieces. So 
do they combine to plunder, but afterwards quarrel over 
the spoil. ' 

How much better have the people of Europe ap
prehended the true ideal of friendship! Some years ago 
they announced ill all their newspapers that in the opinion 
of experts all the coal-mines in the world would be ex
hausted in a thousand (or, as others maintained, in less 
than four hundred) years; that then all the railways and 
factories in the world which are worked with coal would 
be brought to a standstill and rendered useless; and that 
anyone who should succeed in devising some substitute 
for coal 'yould confer a benefit upon his own and all 
nations, and would receive a pension for himself and his 
heirs in perpetuity. Such people, who concern themselves 
about the welfare of those who shall come into the world 
several hundred years hence, may indeed be said to have 
grasped the true meaning of affection! This is why they 
have made, and still continue to make, countless dis
coveries in the application of electricity, compressed air, 
and the like. 

When I was on my way to Persia I met in Alexandria 
one of my friends who had resided for some while in that 

1 C. reads "Magians," but it seems unlikely that J\Ianakji 
would have gone out of his way to speak ill of his own people. 
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country, and he remarked to me, "Persia has great natural 
resources, but the people are devoid of kindliness." This 
was exactly what I myself afterwards observed. It is this 
lack of kindliness which causes them to hold aloof from 
their fellow-men, and thereby to cut themselves off from 
the possibility of happiness and progress. So, in course of 
time, these misunderstandings and differences which have 
brought about their ruin arose, and *[the government was 
thus enabled]* to usurp a tyrannous sway. Now until 
they make the recovery of this concord and harmony the 
object of their endeavours it is impossible for them to 
make any progress in civilization. And the conditions 
uuder which the attainment of this end is possible are 
two. rrhe first is that they should follow the example of 
European nations, and refrain from interfering in any way 
with the religious opinions of their fellows, regarding all as 
God's creatures, and acting towards all with kindliness 
and charity. For the people of Enropehecamecivilized 
when they abandoned all attempts to constrain any man in 
matters concerning himself alone (of which matters is the 
choice of a creed and the manner of its observance), and 
confined themselves to the suppression of actions hurtful 
to the community, such as lying, breach of contract, and 
evil-doing. So in matters of conscience they compel no 
one, nor do they say, "You must accept such-and-such a 
creed and obey such-and-such a divine." Indeed in Europe 
people who claim to be civilized never question anyone as 
to his religion, nor do they consider themselves entitled to 
make such an en<luiry, lest their own taste be questioned 
by people of culture. As, however, it appears impossible 
that the ecclesiastical authorities in Persia should suffer 

* [those wolves in sheep's clothing who are the heads 
of church and state were enabled]* 

PREFACE. 23 

the people to .adopt this custom, it is best that they should 
observe the second condition, and, by means of fair dis
cussion, remove dissent from their religion, so that concord 
may be established and peace succeed all this dissension 
and strife. 

N ow although there are amongst the Muhammadans 
more than seventy different sects, each of which is further 
split up into several subdivisions, these, though they may 
hold aloof from each other, are not at enmity and strife; 
for ages have elapsed since their differences first appeared. 
But in the case of the Babis, who are of recent origin, they 
make the most strenuous and persistent efforts to harass 
and hurt them in every way, seizing, imprisoning, and 
slaying them with unremitting energy, and this notwith:' 
standing that they know nothing of their beliefs, and 
declare them infidels solely on the misrepresentations of 
certain ignorant and malicious persons. Wherefore since 
the writer, during his travels in Persia, became· fully 
cognizant of the history and doctrines of this sect, he felt 
himself impelled by sympathy and common humanity to 
compose this book, that perchance by its instrumentality 
these discords and blind enmities may be removed, and
men be led to pursue the paths of amity and concord, 
whereby they shall become generous, humane, earnest, 
magIlanimous, alid n()ble; cease to appear vile and con
temptible in the sight of other nations; and be no longer 
a by-word throughout the world for lack of virtue, misery, 
folly, and uncharitableness. As God is my witness, though' 
I be not of this nation \ whenever I reflect on the former 
greatness of this people and their present abasement my 
eyes involuntarily overflow with tears and my heart is filled 
with sorrow. 

1 Cf. 11. 2 at the foot of p. 17, supra. 
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About the time of the appearance of Seyyid 'Ali 
Muq.ammad the Bab, when all Persia was convulsed, I 
arrived by way of Constantinople and Trebizonde at 'rabriz. 
Here I saw with my own eyes and heard with my own ears 
how the Babfs were everywhere hunted down, and, where
ever found, doomed to death, without enquiry or exami
nation, by the ecclesiastical or civil authorities. Some 
were sawn asunder, some strangled, some shot, or blown 
from the mouths of cannons. This period of massacre and 
plunder endured for a long while, and in Yezd, Shiraz, 
Tabriz, N frfz, Mazandaran, and Zanjan there was strife, 
bloodshed, massing of troops, and slaughter of the people. 
N one were spared. Those who bore a grudge against any
one, as well as bands of scoundrels bent on plunder, had 
now their opportunity, for whomsoever they pointed out 
to the fa'rrCishes as a Babi was put to death without 
more ado. 

'rhe object of my travels in Persia was to visit and 
examine the different towns and describe their geographical 
features. In every city, village, or hamlet which I entered, 
I beheld the same strife and turmoil, whereat I marvelled 
much, saying to myself, "1Vhat can these people see in 
this new faith, and what manner of men has it made them, 
that they recoil in fear neither from death nor bondage, 
mutilatiori nor imprisonment? Rather will they consent to 
abandon their riches, their wives and children, yea, even 
life itself, than this belief, though already nigh upon ten 
thousand of them have drenched the earth with their 
blood, or gone forth as exiles into foreign lands. How 
many ancient families have perished! How many llotable 
and esteemed persons, divines, doctors, and other men of 
learning and virtue, have abandoned wealth and life and 
made the earth their couch! Yet withal they neither 
repent, nor dissimulate, nor seek to preserve themselves, 
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nor shrink from the arrests, imprisonments, and exe~ution.~ 
which are of daily occurrence." 

I enquired of sundry doctors and men of learning 
amongst the Shi'ites concerning the nature of this people's 
belief and the sources whence they drew their inspiration. 
The answer which I received was that they believed the 
Bab to be the Imam Mahd!; held their wives and posses
sions in common, regarding both alike as belonging to 
God alone; accounted lawful the drinking of wine and 
every kind of im~orality, as well as other things pro
hibited by Islam; and asserted that one woman might, 
and indeed should, have nine husbands. 

Hearing of such follies, I was disposed to regard these 
people as madmen, until at length I became acquainted 
with certain learned men belonging to this sect, and heard 
that everyone of those who had been taken and put to 
death had been a master of eloquence and discernment, 
an authority on matters of learning, and an object of 
general esteem and respect, as, for example, were Mtilla 
~useyn of Bushraweyh, .A~a Seyyid Yaq.ya of Darab, Mulla 
Muq.ammad 'Ali of Zanjan, and the rest. My astonishment 
wa£ increased by finding such persons amongst the Babfs, 
"for," thought I with myself, "it cannot be that men so 
wise and so gifted should believe in the absurdities with 
which they are credited by the ignorant and vulgar, neither 
would they so freely and joyfully forego their position, 
wealth, families, and even their very lives unless they had 
apprehended something of moment.." 

N ow in every age two classes are inwardly antagonistic 
to the spirit of a new dispensation-statesmen and priests. 
'rhese, because they love authority and dominion, stand 
firmest in the ranks of denial, and are conspicuous for the 
obstinacy with which they reject the llew truth. 'rhis is 
more especially so in the case of the clergy, because they 
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run a greater risk of losing their power; and, indeed, 
unless the prophet of the age, perceiving in them some 
latent merit and virtue, should constrain them by his 
attractive influence, it is scarcely possible for them: to 
enter in. 

Inasmuch as I waR most eager to apprehend correctly 
. an~ :ecord in writing the doctrines and principles of every 

relIgIOn and cult, I strove to acquire precise information 
as to the tenets of this new sect alRo, in order that I 
might give some account of them in my journal of travel 
in Persia. After seeking for some while, I obtained several 
of. their books, including the Beyan, the I'l'an, and sundry 
epIstles, treatises, and forms of prayer. On examining these 
I perceived them to be written with eloquent fervour, and 
to contain nought but precepts of virtue and piety, com
mands to love God and man, and exhortations to seek 
afte~ ~is~om and purity of morals. Brotherly love, equal 
partICIpatIOn of wealth, chastity, and charity towards all 
'"ere likewise enjoined. Amongst the precepts contained 
in their books one which specially won my approval and 
led me to prosecute my enquiries with renewed zeal was in 
substance as follows :- .~ 

"0 servants of God, it behoveth you to be so weaned 
from all save God, and so endowed with divine qualities, 
that your works may be a proof to such of God's creatures 
as are still in darkness, and may rend asunder the veils 
of doubts, vain imaginings, and promptings of devils which 
hinder them from this Law of Wisdom revealed by the 
All-merciful Lord, so that they may become partakers in 
the pure water of Eternal Life and the everlasting wine of 
Salsa bi!." 

'ro be brief, after prosecuting my enquiries for some 
while, and ascertaining somewhat about the matter, I be
came acquainted with several men of learning belonging 
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to this. sect. One day in the course of confidential con
versation I enquired of one of these, "What have you 
perceived in this new faith that no kind of suffering will 
induce you to relinquish it? Already not fewer than ten 
thousand of you have been laid low in blood-stained graves 
or driven forth into distant countries as exiles from their 
native land, neither is any abatement yet apparent in the 
persecutions to which you are subjected. Why have you 
no compassion for yourselves, your wives, and your children? 
vVho and what was thi.s Bab? Had he been gifted with 
supernatural powers, he ought assuredly to have saved 
himself from a miserable death, and not suffered men to 
crucify and slay him, or the wild beasts to devour his 
body." 

On hearing these words my companion became affected 
with a sorrow strange to witness, and replied, 

'" And darest thou question those whom God hath given . 
Power to control the treasure-house of heaven 1 '" .. 

Seeing him so affected, I strove with all my tact to 
conciliate him, saying, "Men ignorantly utter many foolish 
words and baseless assertions which in no wise prove the 
falsity of the religion in questio'n. My enquiry was Hot 
intended to imply either denial or affirmation,· and I· de
sire but to arrive at the truth of the matter as an un
prejudiced historian, who is not concerned with anyone's 
creed, but wishes only to obtain accurate information as 
to the circumstances, practices, and doctrines of any sect 
having a claim to advance, so that he may commit to 
writing the facts which he has ascertained. This is my 
sole object, and I therefore pray you to give me a true 
account of the matter." 

Thereupon my friend gave me some account of that 
illustrious Seyyid, and of the persecutions suffered by his 
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followers, whereof that which I myself had seen afforded 
ample corroboration. So my heart began to burn within 
me as I reflected on the patient fortitude and endurance 
of these people, the sufferings which they had undergone, 
and the total absence of justice in Persia. For in other 
countries many erring sects whose practices are abominable 
in the eyes of all, such as the different kinds of Hindoos 
(who are adorers of beasts, idolaters, cow-worshippers, 
:YIanicheans, fire-worshippers, and even downright atheists) 
live peacefully under the protection of just rulers, neither 
is it permitted to anyone to question the religion of 
another. And although the Bahis are no worse than 
these, nor than the N u~eyris, Ghalis, Kharijfs, ~ a~ibfs \ 
materialists, and sceptics, but are, on the contrary, re
markable for their superior humanity, culture, and in
telligence, yet, because of the total absence of justice in 
Persia and the misrepresentatioils to which they have 
been exposed, they have been subjected to the most cruel 
treatment, albeit those things which are alleged in proof 
of their infidelity are utterly false and devoid of founda
tion. 'fherefore, being moved by love of mankind and a 
desire to dispel the misconceptions entertained concerning 
this sect, I felt myself constrained to set forth in a sepa
rate treatise somewhat concerning them and their beliefs, 
so that those who read these pages may be rightly informed 
concerning them, and may cease to treat with such cruelty 
those who are not only God's creatures but their own 
fellow-countrymen. 

I therefore requested my friend to visit me at my 

1 See note at the foot of p. 20, supra. The N a~ibis (aldu'n-
1w§b, nd.sibl:yya) arc a sect who make it a matter of religious 
obligatioil to bear a violent hatred to 'Ali b. Abi Talib, the first 
Imam of the Shi'ites. See Lane's Arabic-English Le.xicon, vol. 
viii, p. 2800, third column. 
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abode twice a week during his hours of leisure, and to 
describe from the beginning all the events 'of this dis
pensation as they actually occurred, together with the 
doctrines in which he believed, so that what I proposed 
to write might be a true and correct statement of facts. 
He, when he perceived me to be free from prejudice, eager 
for discussion, and unwilling to accept anything on hear
say, was kind enough to introduce me to one of his co
religionists who was remarkable alike for his learning and 
virtue, telling me that I might rely on whatever I should 
hear from this man, since he had personal knowledge of all 
things connected with this matter. 

I soon found opportunities of holding frequent and 
prolonged conversations with my new acquaintance, whose 
virtue and learning proved fully equal to what I had' been 
led . to expect. Even before he adopted the new creed he 
was notable for his piety and godliness, and, notwith
standing the fact that he was in easy circumstances and 
possessed of much wealth, was reported to have made a 
pilgrimage on foot to the shrine of the Imam Ri~a at 
Mash-had in company with Hajf Mir 'Abdu'l-Wasi' the 
dervish, ~vho, for thirty-five years, had withdrawn himself 
entirely from the world. 'fhe hardships and privations of 
that journey bore fruit, for Ol~ reaching Khurasan he met 
with Mulla Ni'matu'llah of Ardabil, MullaYlisuf 'Ali of 
Khl1Y, and Mulla 'Abdu'l-Khali~ of Yezd, all wise and 
holy men, by whom he was directed to the truth. The 
full and detailed accounts vouchsafed to me by this man, 
enhanced as they were in interest by his agreeable manners 
and evident sincerity, confirmed me in the resolution which 
I had formed to write this treatise. 

My original intention was to confine myself to a state
ment of the history and doctrine of this sect, avoiding all 
controversial matter. My friend, however, pointed out to 
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me that if I desired to render renJ service to the cause of 
truth and to remove existing misapprehensions, I should 
certainly fail, if I did not even make matters worse, by 
omitting all reference to the arguments and proofs adduced 
in support of the doctrine. About this time, moreover, it 
so happened that a long discussion took place in my 
lodging between him and a certain divine, wherein the 
latter was signally worsted, though he continued as long 
as possible to raise objections and demand further proof", 
and was finally reduced to silence rather by necessity than 
by a sense of justice. 

I am now cOllvinced that my friend is right, and that 
my book could serve no good purpose if I excluded from 
it all reasonings and arguments. N either could these be 
kept apart from the historical portion of the work and set 
down in order as they came up in the discussions between 
him and the divine, else would the book be unduly en
larged. In accordance with his wish I have therefore in.
serted such of them as appeared most pertinent in the 
course of my narrative. Furthermore, whenever I have 
had occasion to mention that illustrious Seyyid \ I have, 
for several reasons, alluded to him in terms of the utmost 
respect, making use of the titles used by his own followers. 
For, in the first place, the claim which he advanced was 
a great one, and he was of an illustrious descent and a 
Seyyid of the people; secondly he suffered martyrdom by 
reason of his love for hii'l nation and hii'l attempts to ad
monish and regenerate them. And in Europe the name 
of such a man is not mentioned slightingly, but is ac
counted worthy of all honour. 

Here follows what my learned friend narrated to me. 

1 i.e. the Bab. 
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BEGINNING OF THE NARRATIVE. 

*[1 visited the holy shrines of Kerbela and N ejef 
shortly after the death of Haj! Seyyid Ka~im, and learned 
from his disciples that during the last two or three years 
of his life he had .spoken in lecture-room and pulpit of 
little else but the approaching advent of the promised 
Proof, the signs of his appearance and their signification, 
and the attributes by which he would be distinguished, 
declaring that he would be a youth of the race of Hashim, 
untaught in the learning of men. Sometimes he used to 
say, "I see him as the rising sun." During his last pil
grimage to Surra-man-ra'a, while he was returning thence 
to Baghdad by way of Ka~imeyn, he wa.c; entertained by . 
one of his friends and disciples, about a dozen others 
being present. All of a sudden an Arab entered, and, 
still standi~g, said, "I have seen a vision touching your 
Reverence." Permission to speak having been accorded 
to him, he related his dream; whereupon Seyyid Ka~im 
appeared somewhat disturbed, and said, "This dream sig
nines that my departure from the world is near at hand." 
Hearing this, his friends were greatly troubled, but he 
turned to them, saying, "Why are ye grieved and troubled 
at my approaching death? Desire ye not that I should 
depart and that the 'rruth should appear?" 

['rhis is the account which I have heard from Rajf 
'Abdu'l-Mutfalib of Isfahan and Raji Suleyman Khan \ 

1 C. has, "Suleyman Khan Afshar of i?a'in-~al'a," an evident 
error, as Suleyman Khan Afshar was one of the most determined 
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who were present on the occasion alluded to. 'rhe latter 
further added, " Seyyid Ka~im specially promised me that I 
should myself participate in the new Manifestation, saying, 
"'rhou shalt be there and shalt apprehend it." . 

['l'hat the late' Seyyid actually gave utterance to these 
words and announced these good tidings as above de-, 
scribed, is a matter of notoriety, and a thing universally 
admitted amongst those who were intimate with him. 
The fact, moreover, is further authenticated by several 
letters from well-known persons to others who also be
lieved in the new Manifestation 1 •• Indeed, some who 
were present on the occasion above described are still 
alive, and these admit that they heard this announce-, 
ment made by Seyyid Ka,~im. 

[Mulla ij:useyn of Bushraweyh, a most eminent divine 
who enjoyed great intimacy with Seyyid Ka~im, urgently 
besought him to enlighten them further as to the manner 
in which the Manifestation would take place, but he only 
replied,] 1(. "More than this I am not permitted to s~y, 
but from whatever quarter the Sun of Truth shall anse, 

*rI visited the holy shrines of Kerbela and N ejef 
shortly after the death of Haji Seyyid ~a~im, and learned 
from his disciples that the late SeYYId had, a few days 
before his journey to Surra-man.-~a'a and death,s~id, "'1'his 
is the last time that I shall VlSlt Surra-man-ra~, ~or .the 
days of my sojourn in this world are ended, .and It IS tune 
for me to depart." His friends thereat dIsplayed much 
sorrow, but he replied, "Grieve not, but rather be t~lankful 
and rejoice for after I am gone you shall be permItted to 
behold the 'Promised Proof."]"" 

persecutors of the Babis. Haji Suleyman ~han of Tabriz, the 
son of YaJ;tya Khan, is without doubt mtended. See my 
Traveller's Narrative, p. 239 and foot-note. 

1 Cf. Traveller's Narrative, p. 240, note 1. 
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it will illuminate all hearts which are receptive of Divine 
G " race. 

On his return from Surra-man-ra'a the venerated Seyyid 
departed this life, even as he had foretold; and I, after a 
while, repaired to the mosque of Kufa, and there abode for a 
time engaged in the performance of certain spiritual exercises 
which I had undertaken. Here I saw Mulla IJuseyn of 
Bushraweyh, Mulla 'Ali of Bistam, Ha,ji Mulla Mu
l,tammad 'Alf of Barfurush, A~a 'Abdu'l-Jalil the Turk, 
Mirza 'Abdu'l-Hadi, Mirza Mul,tammad Hadi, A~a Seyyid 
ij:useyn of Yezd, Mulla ij:asan of Najistan, MullaBashir, 
Mulla Ba~ir the Turk, and Mulla Al~mad AbdaP, with 
many other learned and devout men who had retired into 
seclusion to undergo as severe a spiritual discipline as can 
well be imagined. On the completion of these exercises I 
proceeded to visit N ejef, while the others departed each on 
his own way. 

N ow as it has been said, 

"Whate'er man seeks as surely he obtains, 
If he but seek it with sufficient pains; 
God's shadow falls upon His servant's mind, 
And he who striveth in the end shall find 2," 

I 

so God did direct their steps in the path of search until 
they came to Shiraz. 'ro Mulla ij:useYll of Bushraweyh 

1 L. is corrupt here, interrupting the continuity of the narra
tive with a verse of poetry bearing reference to Seyyid Ka~im's 
death, and omitting the list of names given above. Probably 
the scribe intended to write them in afterwards with red ink, as 
two lines are left blank. 

2 Both these couplets are from the third book ofthe Masnav'i, 
but they do not belong to the same context. The first will be 
found at p. 229, 1. 13, and the second at p. 319, 1. 13 of the 
Teheran edition of 'Ala'ud-Dawla. 

N. H. 3 
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was granted the happiness of first coming to His Supreme 
Holiness, and he became "the first who believed l

." 

The late Ha,ji Mirza J ani, one of the most respected of 
the inhabitants of Kashan, who was remarkable for his self
devotion, virtue, and purity of heart, who had with his own 
eyes witnessed all the most important events of the Mani
festation, and who for his zeal finally suffered martyrdom 
(whereof he foretold all the circumstances some while before 
their occurrence to certain of his acqnaintance), wrote a 
book describing the course of eveuts anll setting forth argu
ments in support of the faith. In this work he recorded 
all that he was able to ascertain [from first to last, by 
diligent enquiries most carefully conducted,] about each of 
the chief disciples and believers. Concerning Mulla I:£u
seyn's conversion he writes as follows :-

" I myself heard directly from Mirza 'Abdu'l-W ahhab of 
Klnmisall, a most eminent divine, the following narrative 
of this event:-

" 'I enquired' (i:iaid he) 'of Mulla ~Iuseyn concerning 
the manner of his conversion. He replied, (( After the 
Ileath of Seyyid Ka~iIll I became afflicted with great per
turbation of mind, and, ill the course of my mental struggles, 
went from Kerbela to Shiraz in the hope of benefiting a 
palpitation of the heart from which I suffered. And since 
the Seyyid 'Ali Mul~ammad had honoured me with his 
friendship during a journey which we made together to the 
Holy Shrines <of Kerbela and N ejef>, I at once on reach
ing Shiraz sought out his abode. As I approached the 
door I desired inwardly to tarry there some few days. So 
I knocked at the door. *[Before he had opened it or seen 
me, I heard his voice exclaiming, 'Is it you, MullaI:£useyn 1']"* 

*[As it chanced he came to the door in person.]* 

1 See Traveller's Na1'rative, vol. ii, pp. 241, 250. 
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'fhen he opened the door. [It did not at the time strike 
me how strange it was that without having seen me he 
should know I was there.] When he *[had opened·· the 
door] * he smiled and said, 'All day I have felt disinclined 
to go to the caravansaray, and now I know that it was 
because of your coming.' So we entered the house and sat 
down: a~d after we had exchanged the customary enquiries 
he saId, Do not you Sheykhis believe that some one must 
take the place occupied by the late Seyyid Ka~im 1 Five 
months ha:e now elapsed since his death. Whom do you 
now recogm~e as your Master l' 'As yet,' I replied, 'we 
have recogmzed no one.' 'What manner of man,' asked 
he, 'must the Master be? ' 'fhereupon I enumerated some 
of the requisite. qualifications and characteristics. ' Do you 
observe these m me l' he asked. N ow during the two 
l~onths he ab?de at Kerbela I had not observed in him any 
SIgns of speCIal knowledge, and I knew that he had not 
i:itudied in the colleges nor attended the lectures of any 
t~ac?e~, so I. answere~, 'I se~ in you none of these quali
tIes. ro thIS he replIed nothmg. After a while I observed 
several books lying on a shelf. I picked up one of them 
and found it to be a commentary on the Suratzt'l-Bakara/ 
After reading a little I perceived it to be a comment~ry of 
remarkable merit, and demanded in astonishment who the 
author might be. 'A mere youthful beginner,' answered 
he, 'who nevertheless lays claim to a high degree of kno~
ledge and greatness.' I again asked who and where the 
writer was. 'Thou seest him,' he replied; but I did not 
at the time apprehend his meaning, and continued to read 

*[had seen and recognized me]* 

1 See my Catalogue of 27 Bdbi MSS. in the J. R . .A. S. for 
1892, where the text of this passage is quoted in a description of 
the work in question. 

3-2 
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on till I came to a passage where it was written, 'the expla
nation of the inmost of the inmost.' 'rhis appeared to me to 
be an error, and I remarked, 'Here it should be "the in
most" and" the inmost of the inmost" is written.' ' What , ' 

can I say?' he answered, 'the author of this Commentary 
lays claim to more even than this of greatness and know
ledge. Consider the passage attentively.' I did so, and 
said, 'It is quite correct. But I am wearied. Do you read, 
and I will listen.' He read for a time, and then, as men 
are wont, I said, 'It is enough. Do not trouble yourself 
further.' 'rowards evening tea was brought, and several 
learned Sheykhis and merchants who had been informed of 
my arrival came to see me. In the course of conversati.on 
they, supported by Mirza 'Alf Mul).ammad, made me promIse 
to deliver a lecture, and arranged to assemble on the morroW 
in the 11khanl mosque to hear it. Next morning, agreeably 
to this arrangement, they assembled in the mosque, whither 
I also repaired .. When, however, I desired tohegin lny dis
course, I found that in place of the ready flow of language 
and easy delivery generally at my command I was as 
though tongue-tied and unable to speak. 'rhis filled me 
with amazement, for I was persuaded that so unusual an 
occurrence must be due to some unusual cause, and won
dered much who it was that exercised this secret control 
over me, and what might be his object. Such was the 
astonishment and emotion which took possession of me that 
I was obliged to make the best excuses I could for cutting 
short my discourse. 'rhereupon the assembly broke up, 
and I returned to my lodging deeply meditating. Next 
day when I wished to preach precisely the same th~ng 
happened, and so again a third time. On thiR last occaSIOn 
I came out from the mosque in a state of the utmost 
misery and astonishment. Mirza 'Alf Mul~ammad said, 
, Let the rest of our friends go to their own houses, and do 
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you alone accompany me.' When we reached his house he 
said, 'By what sign canst thou recognize the Master, and 
what proof dost thou deem most effectual to convince thee 
that thou hast attained the object of thy search?' I 
~nswered, "rhe possession of the Point of Knowledge, which 
IS the source and centre of all the wisdom of past and 
future prophets and saints.' 'Do you perceive this in me?' 
he asked; 'How if I were so endowed?' 'That you are 
devout, godly, and holy of life,' I answered, 'is true; but 
only knowledge derived directly from God can admit to 
this lofty rank.' At this he was silent for a while as 
though in wonder, while I thought to myself, 'What idea 
can this devout youth be harbouring in his mind that he so 
persistently introduces this topic? I must at all events 
ask some question of him which he has never heard dis
cussed and cannot answer, so that he may be turned aside 
from his vain imaginings.' I therefore put to him a ques
tion which appeared to me very difficult of solution, and 
which had always been in my mind during the life-time of 
the late Seyyid <Ka~im>, though I had never found an 
opportunity of propounding it in such wise as to have my 
difficulties removed in a satisfactory manner. Without 
hesitation he gave me a full and sufficient answer. I was 
filled with amazement, and proceeded to propound to him 
several other hard questions, each of which; to my utter 
astonishment, he answered in the most conclusive way. 
Yet withal I reflected within myself, 'Is not this he who 
but a few days ago blundered over a sentence in the Com
mentary on the Suratu'l-Balj;a1'a? How is it that he has 
now become the source and well-spring of this divine 
wisdom?' Even as I thus thought, I looked up, and saw 
him sitting in a most dignified and majestic attitude the 
left hand laid on the left knee and the right hand ove~ it ; 
and, even as I looked, he began to utter most wondrous 
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verses containing answers to every thought which passed 
through my mind, until seventy or e~ghty ve~'ses had be~H 
revealed. During all this time I waIted anxIOusly for lum 
to be silent so strong was the fear and awe which possessed 
me. At lel~gth he ceased, and I, in the extremity of terror, 
rose up to flee, as some de~inquent might ~ee fr?n~ before ~ 
mighty king. But he WIthheld me, saylllg, SIt .dow~. 
Whither (Toest thou 1 Anyone who should see thee III thu·\. 
state would think thee mad.' So I was constrained to sit 
down as he bade me, while he withdrew to his private room. 
During his absence I was a prey to most .anxio~s thoug~ts. 
Care for my worldly interests and fear of mcurrmg sufferlllg 
alike urged me to draw back; and yet, ponder as I might, 
I could find no pretext whereby I might excuse. myself, 
neither did I perceive any course save confeSSIOn and 
acceptance. So was I greatly pertUl:bed, and, troubled 
beyond all measure. After some ':hIle Mirza Ali ~u
hammad returned, and, contrary to hIS usual custom, hlln- . 
~e]f brought in the tea. Raving set tea before me, he 
seated himself by my side, and continued to behave towar?s 
me most graciously. I re.mained, howe~er: as one dIS
traught, and presently agalll asked permIsSIOn to d~part. 
"fhou art still,' said he, 'in a state of extreme bewIlder
ment though thou art not thyself' aware of it. Should 
anyo;le see thee thus he would assuredl~ deem thee mad.' 
A little while afterwards, however, he suffered me to depart. 
On the occasion of another visit I saw a commentary 
which he had written on the 'l\adition of the Handmaiden I. 
N ow the late Seyyid had been wont to say when he was 
alive that the Proof who was to appear would .compose a 
full explanation of this tradition, and that SIgn I now 

1 See Rieu's Catalogne of tlw Persian Mannscripts in the 
BJ'itisl~ 3fusenln, vol. i, p. 30, where an outline of the story here 

alluded to is given. 
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witnessed. Moreover one day, when I was alone with the 
late Seyyid in his library, I enquired the reason why the 
S£wa-i- Yusllf was entitled in the ~ur'an 'the Best of 
Stories,' to which he replied that it was not then the proper 
occasion for explaining the reason. This incident remained 
concealed in my mind, neither had I mentioned it to any
one. One day Mirza 'Ali Muq.ammad said to me, 'Dost 
thou recollect enquiring once of the late Seyyid why the 
Sura-i- Yuszif was called "the Best of Stories," and how 
he replied that the proper occasion for explaining this had 
not yet come? The time for this explanation has now 
arrived.' Thereu pon he shewed me a Commentary < on 
this SU1'a> of the most perfect lucidity and eloquence, 
[whereat I was utterly astounded, perceiving that my 
trained intelligence was incompetent to grasp all the subtle 
mysteries and lofty ideas contained therein]." , " 

The account given by Raj! Mirza Jan! of MulIa 
I;Iuseyn's conversion is much more detailed than this, but 
were I to repeat a tithe of what I have heard on the most 
trustworthy evidence weak reason would fail to comprehend 
it. 

"Should I attempt to write or utter it, 
The mind would stagger and the pen would split." 

But Raj! Mulla Muq.ammad 'Ali of Barfurush, a man of 
singular excellence, and noted for his piety and godliness, 
had no sooner seen and conversed with the Bab than, 
because of the purity of his heart, he at once believed 
without seeking further sign or proof; for "to demand 
a sign after attaining the thing signified is unseemly'." 
So, because he recognized the Proof by its very nature 
[without any further sign], he received the title of Jenab-i-

1 Cf. Travellers Narrative, vol. i, p. 12; vol. ii, p. 9. 
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r{ztddus, and became the companion of His Holiness on the 
journey to Mecca, and the possessor in a high degree of all 
manner of miraculous powers and divine illuminations. 

rro be brief, other learned and eager seekers after truth 
who were wandering amazed in the path of search were 
drawn unwittingly to Shini,z by the attraction of the True 
Beloved, and there, each in a different way, were brought 
to see and apprehend the rrruth. Each of these, according 
to the measure of his strength and his capacity, drank of 
the wine of faith and wisdom; forgot all ties and obstacles, 
and, indeed, his very being; rent asunder the veils of name, 
fame, and worldly position; purified his heart from the 
stain of apprehension ; and, resolute in the pursuit of the 
desired object, set off, each in a different direction, to 
spread the good tidings of the Manifestation and to convey 
the signs l of it to all. And, beca,use of the love and fervour 
which possessed them, they thought not of the enmity of 
the stubborn, neither did· they anticipate the opposition and 
rejection which they were to encounter at the hands of the 
froward. So, briefly, the matter came to the ears of most 
men, great and small; of whom some believed, though the 
more part turned aside, [while many set themselves to stir 
up trouble]. 

At this time Mulla ijuseyn [of Bushraweyh, who was 
entitled B(tbu'l-B/r,b,] set out for Isfahan, where he fell in 
with Mulla Mul~ammad f;ladi~ [generally known as the 
saint] of Khurasan, a professor in that city, who, when he 
had heard the matter, and considered the proofs and signs 
thereof, believed. rrhe circumstances of his conversion 
(which I heard directly from himself) were thus told by His 
Excellency the Saint of Khurasan :-

"When I had considered the clear signs and proofs set 
1 i.e. the sacred writings, to which alone the Bab appealed in 

proof of his divine mission. Cf. Gobineau, p. 158. 
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befor.e me, I could see no possible way of rejecting or. 
denymg, them. For the Merciful Lord hath plainly said in 
the l,{ur an that though all genii and men should combine 
tog~ther they could not produce a sign like unto itI, and, 
durmg t~ese twelve hundred and sixty years which had 
elapsed smce that time, none, however skilled in rhetoric 
and eloquence, had pr~sumed even to make this attempt. 
~ut t?ese verses were mcomparably superior to the Kur'an 
m ~omt of eloquence and beauty, so that it w~s im
pOSSIble to tak~ exception to them or deny them. N ever
~heless I remamed overwhelmed with amazement, wonder
mg how such. v~rse!3 could be poured forth like copious 
sho~ers .by thIS sImple and unlettered youth *. ' 0 God!' 
I c~Ied m ~y heart, 'in face of such ample proofs how is 
~e.mal possIble? Yet how can I confess and accept this 
IllIterate and uneducated young merchant as B'<b d 
Ka" ?' S i:IJ an 
'. ~m: 0 f~r a while I subjected myself to a severe ' 

dISCI?line, keepmg continual. vigils during the night, ana 
praymg God for help and gUIdance; until one night when 
I had been engaged in prayer and self-abasement tiil near 
the morning, a little before dawn t [I came somewhat to 
myself, a~d began to reproach myself, saying,]t 'Wherefore 
these plamts and prayers, and this tarrying in the world of 
form 1 Why be blinded by the limitations of the common
place, ,and kept back by the restrictions of the nominal? 
Is.God. s hand shortened, then, or is He unable to accomplish 
HIS wIll: Is He not one who "doeth what He pleaseth 
and ordameth what He willeth 1" , At this inward com-

. * [w~om in his childhood they had brought to me for 
mstruct~on, t~ough he attend~d my class only one day.]* 

t [beI~g WIde awake, I plamly saw His Holiness appear 
to me saymg,]t 

1 }5:ur'an, xvii, 90. 
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muning I was overcome with fear; but wl~en. I came to 
myself the veil was lifted, and I beheld wlthm myself a 
state of freedom and peace transcending description." 

N ow although I have myself with mine own eyes beheld 
greater wonders than those above recorded, yet am I faill 
to excuse myself from relating or publishing them; for that 
Gem of created essences <the Bab> was in no wise eager 
or desirous for the disclosure of such occurrences, neither 
did he seek to make known such evidences of power as 
were manifested in him, since he regarded his nature as his 
proof and his verses as his sign. [ ...... So much was thi:" the 
case that Mulla Mirza Mul}ammad, onc of the most emmellt 
of those divines and highly-gifted men who hastened to 
accept the new Manifestation, one who had, moreover, 
himself witnessed the greater part of the occurrences con
nected with it, and who was amongst the remnant who 
escaped the sword at Sheykh 'J'abarsi, at the re~uest .o~ a 
certain learned and eminent enquirer set down III wntmg 
two thousand four hundred occurrences of a miraculous 
character which he had witnessed on the part of His 
Holiness, and, during the siege of the Castle of She!kh 
Tabarsi, on the part of Jenfib-i-I.{llddus and his compamons 
~nd supporters. But when he had completed this, he 
became aware that His Holiness in no wise regarded these 
miracles, wonders, and supernatural occurrences as a proof 
of his mission, and did not desire them to be publisl~ed; 
wherefore he effaced what he had recorded in that precIOUS 
book, and refrained from publishing it. Somewhat of the 
nobility of nature and eminence of this great man we shall 
describe, if God so please, when we come to speak of the 
learned doctors and eminent divines who entered into this 

new dispensation.] 
Let us return, however, to Mulla ijuseyn of Bushraweyh 

entitled ]Jubzt' l- ]Jub. In every part of the country which 
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he visited he made converts amongst men of lear~ing a~d 
discernment, until at length he reached Khurasan, where 
also he guided many to the truth. 'rhe late Haji lVIfrza 
.Tani writes [in his book] as follows:-

"Mulla ijuseyn of Bushraweyh, who was entitled 
Babu'l-Bub, set out from Khnrasan [after he had remained 
there some while] with the intention of visiting His Holi
ness the Supreme. So great was his devotion, and the 
sense of unworthiness which possessed him, that he went 
on foot to Maku (where at that time His Holiness abode) 
conducting himself everywhere on the way with cautio~ 
and prudence. After he had been honoured by admission 
to the Blessed Presence, the Bab informed him of his 
approaching martyrdom and the many cruel affiictions 
which were impending, ordering him at the same time to 
return to Khurasan, and adding, 'Go thither by way of 
Mazandaran, for there the doctrine has not yet been rightly 
preached.'So, agreeably to these instructions, he came to 
Mazandaran, and there joined Jenab-i-Kuddus. Such of 
the faithful as were present at that meeting relate that on 
the first day of his arrival Jenab-i-Babu'l-Bab sat as , 
befitted his rank, in the place of honour, while Jenab-i
l{.uddus took a lower place; for Jenab-i-Babu/l-Bab was 
nnrivalled in excellence and learning, while Jenab-i-J[uddus 
appeared to possess no special merit or distinction, save 
that he had accompanied His Holiness the Supreme on the 
pilgrimage to Mecca. But on the following morning they 
beheld Jenab-i-I{ltddus seated on the chief seat, and Mulla 
J:Iuseyn standing humbly and reverentially before him. 
Until that time the virtues and extent of spiritual know
ledge possessed by the former had been suspected by none, 
but during that night such evidences of hidden wisdom 
[tnd knowledge of divine mysteries had been witnessed in 
him by Jenc(b-i-Biibu' l-Bab that on the morrow he was 
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fain to stand humbly before one who had neither studied 
deeply, nor, to all outward appearance, attained any very 
high degree of excellence. Be this as it may, they re~ate 
that in a single night Jenab-i-J!-uddus wrote a sublIme 
commentary of some three thousand verses on the words 
"God the Eternal l ," and that in a brief space of time 
nearly thirty thousand verses of learned discourses, homilies, 
and supplications proceeded from him 2." . . 

To return, however, to our narrative. After a whIle 
Jen6b-i-B6bn'l-B6b set out for KInmtsan, and shortly after 
this the faithful were honoured with an Epistle from the 
Fountain-head of the Faith, bidding them, in case it 
should be possible, to proceed to Khurasan. In the let~er, 
addressed to Mirza Alpnad of Az~and, one of the clnef 
disciples of the late Seyyid, the impendi~g ?atastroyhe of 
Mazandaran was made known. So Jenab-l-I{ltddus, ac
companied by several of the faithful, . set out towards 
Khurasan but after a while turned back mto Mazandaran. 
On arrivi~g there, he despatched a letter to Jenab-i-Babu
'l-Bab announcing the news of his approaching [,death, 
along with seventy believers 3, as wel~ ~s th~ CIrcum
stances of his own] martyrdom, and bIddmg h~m. depa~t 
out of Khurasan. Jenab-i-B6bu'l-Bab, on reCeIvmg tIllS 
letter (which is known as "the Eternal Witness "~, came 
out from that holy sanctuary with a number of h:s co~
panions, and set out for Mazandaran. On reachmg MI
yami, these were further reinforced by a band of about 
thirty believers. The leader of these was a devout and 
saintly old man named Mulla ZeYllu'l-cAbidin, a disciple of 

1 Kur'an, cxii, 2. 
2 Concerning the writings of Jenab-i-I$".uddus, see Travellet"s 

Narrative, vol. ii, p. 30, n. 1; and J. R, A. S. for 1892, p. 485 et 

seq. 
3 Cf. Traveller's Nan'ative, vol. ii, p. 308. 
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the late Sheykh Alpnad Aq.sa'i. So great was hie;; devotion 
and the ardour of his affection that he had said to his re
cently-wedded son, a lad eighteen years of age, "Come with 
me, 0 my son, for this journey is to the Hereafter and I . . ' 
lluagme .for ~hee a right goodly marriage." And every-
where tIllS whIte-bearded old man went on foot. . 

N ow when Jenfib-i-Bfibn'l-Bab had reached the con
fines of Mazandantn, he began to tarry on the way, and 
even when he advanced it was but a parasang or half a 
parasang a day. His companions enquired of him whether 
he was expecting aught that he thus loitered and lingered, 
to which he replied that they would soon know the reason. 
After some days the news of the decease of His Majesty 
Muq.ammad Shah arrived, whereupon Jen6b-i-Bub1il-Bab 
recommenced his march, saying, "It was this news which I 
was awaiting." They were at that time at Arim, one of 
the villages of Sawad-Kllh, for which latter place they at 
once set out, and there performed the daily prayers in-· 
cumbent on them. N ow it was the custom of Jenab-i
Bftbu'l-Bab to preach to the faithful twice a day, exhorting 
them to rem,ember God, to purify their .hearts, and to hold 
themselves aloof from the world. So he ascended into the 
pulpit, and, after delivering a homily containing many ex
hortations, counsels, and disparagements of this transitory 
world, thus addressed them:- .. . 

"Know, 0 people, that, according to the dictates of 
sound reason, it is impossible to combine things essentially 
opposed, and that therefore the pursuit of worldly pros
perity is incompatible with the perfecting of religious life, and 
that the amassing of wealth is antagonistic to the working 
out of faith. Por, from the very creation of the world 
until now, such as were guided by Divine Grace and fitted 
by their natural dispositions for the search after true 
wisdom and the attempt to perfect themselves in faith and 
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service, if they did not at the first step close their eyes to 
wealth, wife and child, nay, life itself, could in no wise take 
a second step in advance. Thus it is that, in every?ast 
aue down to the present time, until the prophets, the samts, 
a~d the elect had themselves crossed over the Bridge I of 
attachment to this Old Inn 2; displayed, along with their 
companions and followers, the utmost constancy. a~d stead
fastness in supporting all manner of sharp affilCtlOns and 
grievous trials; and advanced wit~ eag~r ~teps to~ards 
martyrdom, they did not sueceed m dehvermg theIr be
nighted people from the abyss of error and the snare of 
unbelief, or in guiding them into the city of assuranc~ and 
the haven of faith. For this it was that the ChIef of 
Martyrs 3, together with his I'lupportel's awl a,dherCl~ts, 
stood so firm in that plain of self-sacrifice\ and bore actIve 
witness to the truth, for the guidance of mankind and the 
establishment of the faith; whereby, long years after the 
consummation of their martyrdom, the Law of the Prophet 

1 Whether the report of Mulla I;[nseyn's address to his 
followers here given be literally correct or no, it at least shews 
an evident reflex of his Master's doctrines and phraseology. The 
Bab distinctly taught that Heaven, Hell, the Questioning of the 
Tomb, Hades (Barzakh), and the Bridge (8ira,!) here alluded to, 
were not to be understood in a material sense, as by the l\1uha~
madans but metaphorically. This doctrine is elaborated 111 

detail i~ the second Vd!dd of the Persian Beyan, whereof the 
twelfth chapter, treating of "the Bridge,". beg~l~s thus :-"."What 
has at all times been intended by 'the BrIdge IS the mamfesta
tion of God and His religion. Whosoever is steadfast is on the 
Bridge of God, else is he not on the Bridge." Cf. J. R. A. S. 

(new series), Y01. xxi, p. 930. . 
2 i.e. the world, often likened to a caravansn,ray or 11m where 

the traveller sojourns but a few days. 
3 i.e. I;[useyn b. 'Ali b. Abi Talib, the third Imam. 
• i.e. the plain of Kerbela. 
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was matured, and the ordinances of his holy religio,n 
established. And now we likewise, for the awakening of 
our fellow-men, be they rich in virtues or beset with faults, 
intelligent or heedless, wise or simple; for the removal of 
the doubts and objections of the obdurate; and for the 
admonition of the careless and indifferent, are constrained 
by the good pleasure of the Beloved to bear witness by our 
deeds to the truth of this new revelation, to prove our 
sincerity by disregarding all earthly considerations, to 
undergo sufferings transcending human imagination and 
endurance, and to lay down dear life itself for the es
tablishment of this great truth and the perfecting of the 
proof to onr perverse and benighted opponents. Know, 
theil, for a surety, thu,t once arrived in Mazandaran all 
paths of escape will be closed to us; that we shall without 
doubt be slain with most grievous torments; and that the 
land beyond Barfurllsh shall be dyed with the blood of 
these our comrades. Indeed our supreme object in pressing 
forward to the goal of this our journey of woe is naught 
olse than to bear witness to the truth and attain to the 
lofty rank of martyrdom. Whosoever feeleth himself able 
to bear steadfastly, contentedly, nay, rapturously, this heavy 
burden, let him remain; but if there be any who perceive 
in themselveH, be it even in the least degree, signs of 
weakness, they are elljoined to depart, for it' is not meet 
to lay on anyone more than he can bear. Let these, then 
(if such there be), bid a last farewell to their friends and 
comradeH, and turn back even from this place." 

On hearing these words those faithful companions wept 
much, and replied, ,( When we entered on this journey we 
shut our eyes to all worldly considerations and earthly ties, 
firmly resolving not to shrink from laying down our lives." 
Aud there were present iu this assembly two hundred and 
thirty persons, all distinguished for learning and virtue, 
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many of them being nlso mOll of wealth and position. Of 
these two hundred unhesitatingly agreed to endure even 
unto 'death. The other thirty, by reason of diverse im
pediment.s, felt constrained to excuse themselves, and asked 
permission to depart, And these turned back from that 

place. 
[The reviser of this history says: -" Several persons 

worthy of credence affirm that i~ was on th!s occasion t?at 
Jenab-i-Babu,'l-Bab informed Ius compamons of the 1111-

pending death of Mu1}.ammad Shah, who was at that time 
still alive' even as he had previously, while in the Most 
Holy Land \ made the same announcement, along with 
others bearing reference to the calamities and afflictions 
which God had decreed to take place in tho Most Holy 
Land, to a certain great and eminent man of Khurasan 

h ' t "]2 W 0 IS now presen . 
After this, Jenab-i-Babu'l-J3ab and his remaining com-

panions mounted and proceeded towards Birfllr{lsh. But 
when news of their advent reached the Sa "tdu' l-' Ulamu, 
he because of a former difference which he had had with 
Je~lab-i-Kllddus, whose devoted friend he knew Jenab-i
Bab'u'l-ljfib to be, issued orders that they should not be 
suffered to approach the city. Jenab-i-J3abu'l-J3ab, who, 

. with some of his companions, was a little in advance of the 
others, said to those who would oppose their advance, 
"Because of the King's death and the disturbed state of 
the roads and highways we come to you as guests seeking 
shelter, In accordance with the tradition, 'Honour the 
auest even thouah he be an infidel,' suffer us to abide 
for a few days in ~our land of safety, and seek not to injure 

1 i.e. Mash-had, the place of martyrdom and burial of' the 

Imam Riza. 
2 Thi~ paragraph, which occurs only in 0., is evidently an 

addition to the original text. Of. p. 45, supra. 
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us. For according to no creed is it lawful and right to 
~olest strangers, or to spurn such as come seeking protec
tIOn," Yet, notwithstanding the arguments thus advanced 
and the efforts made to induce a kindlier feeling, thes~ 
pre~ended followers of the Prophet of God, instigated by 
theIr clergy in general and the Sa'{du'l-' TTIa ". t' I U I ma In par-

lCU aI',. refused to be turned from their purpose; ·l1ay 
rather In ~ace of this gentleness and forbearance they waxed 
~et more Insolent, and grew bolder in their attempts on the 
hfe and property of the strangers, . 

So Jen~b-i-B~bu'l-Bab, determine(l to complete the 
proof, and, If possIble, to avert strife, submitted and turned 
ba~k~ while these devout and godly professors of the holy 
relIgIOn of Islam continued to follow them till at length 
one fellow, more insolent than the rest \ 'discharged his 

~usket. N ow .A~a Seyyid Ri~a, a man eminent for his 
PIety ,and virtue, was wont, by reason of the ardour of his 
devotIOn, to walk everywhere by the stirrup of Jenab-i
Bab,u l-Bab; and he, thus running by his leader's side, 
reCeived that fatal shot, and forthwith gave up the ghost 
A?d so, in, like manner, were two others amongst th~ 
faIthful slain, 

Then Jenab-i-Babu'l-Bfih turned himself about saying' 
"N h ' , ow ave they made it our duty to protect ourselves .'~ 
gra~p-edthe hi,lt of his sword; and, acquiescing i~ th~t 
w,hlCh the provIdence of God had ordained, began to defend 
hImself. ~ otwithstanding his slender and fragile frame 
and tremblIng hand, such was his valour and prowess on 
that day that whosoever had eyes to discern the truth 
could clearly se~ that such strength and courage could only 
be from God, bemg beyond human capacity, 

1 L. reads shalch§i lchabbazi, "a certain fellow who was a 
baker," instead of shalch~iJabbari which is O.'s reading. 

N. H. 4 
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So the BabiR, obediently to their leader's command, 
began to defend themselves and to wage battle until they 
came to the city. One of their opponents fired a shot 
which did not take effect, and Jenab-i-Babu'l-Babmade 
as though he would punish the attempt, but nevertheless 
spared the offender because of his entreaties. 'rhe action 
was, however, again repeated; the foolish wretch fired a 
charge of shot full at Jellab-i-Bauu' L-Bab's face, and 
inflicted on him a serious injury. At this the latter was 
filled with wrath, and rURhed upon his antagonist, who 
took shelter behind a tree, striving to guard himself with 
the barrel of his musket. So Jenab-i-Babll'l-Bab, perceiv
ing that with the right hand he could not reach him, smote 
him with his sword ~1 left-handed blow beneath the arm-pit 
and clave him in twain. After this he pushed on to the 
door of the Sa'.£du'l-' Uktm6.:s house; but, though he could 
easily have entered it (for most of the combatants, on 
beholding the last blow dealt by him, had taken to flight 
or hidden themselves, while snch as remained kept crying 
out afar off in terror for their lives), he refrained for several 
reasons from doing so, in order that this man and his deeds 
might remain on the page of time as a warning to such as 
are endowed with discernment. So he spoke him fair, and 
turned back thence to the Herb Market, in which is a 
caravansaray wherein they took up their quarters. Again 
the townspeople attacked them, surrounding the caravan
saray and striving to set fire to it, until at length some of 
the faithful sallied forth and put them to flight. 

Now when these were come back, Jellub-i-Babzt'l-Bab 
said, "Let 011e alllong you go up and sound the call to 
prayer." So one went up, but ere he had uttered more 
than a few wont;; he was stricken down by a bullet. Then 
Jenub-i-Bcton' l-Bab said, "'rhe call to prayer must be 
completed." Another went up, but, before he had finished, 
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he too was shot. Forthwith a third went up, and completed 
the remainder of the call, but, even as he did so, he also fell 
a martyr, and was united to his comrades who had preceded 
him. 'rhe object of Jenab-,i-Babu'l-Bab in thus insisting 
on the completion of the call was, as it would appear, to 
make apparent to those benighted people the steadfastness 
a,nd self-devotion of himself and his companions in pro
claiming the word of God, and to demonstrate conclusively 
to all mankind the absence of all piety, mercy, and true 
religion in those pretended Muslims. 

Although in this age there are but few who are im
partial or disposed to believe, those of the time to come will 
meditate on these events diligently and without prejudice, 
and these will distinguish the oppressed from the oppressor, 
the wise from the foolish, and the true from the false. It 
is related that [four hundred, or, according to another 
tradition] seventy doctors and divines of repute signed the 
warrant authorizing the murder of the Chief of Martyrs 1 

and declaring him a heretic. But now, after the lapse of a 
thousand years, they admit their wrong-doing, and vainly 
beat their breasts and heads in mourning for that broken 
troth and the desertion of that holy one whom they left 
alone in the plain of Kerbela, crying out continually, "0 
would that we had been with you!" Yet withal, because 
of their heedlessness and blind prejudice, they continue 
to act towards the saints of this dispensation, and even 
towards the Proof foretold to this ignorantly-expectant 
people, in such wise as hath happened in no former age, 
and with a cruelty and injustice never heretofore witnessed. 
And, on the other hand, there hath never been any people 
so patient under the most cruel wrongs, or of like forti
tude under affiictions so grievous. Every sound under
standing must admit that men so reasonable and so learned 

1 I;Inseyn b. 'Ali b. Abf 1'alib, the third Imam. 

4-2 
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would not thus cast the coin of life into the crucible of 
tribulation, or plunge their wives and children into the 
abyss of woe, unless they had first seen visibly before them 
that which they sought, and experienced within themselves 
a peace and power from God. 

"When saints behold the Hour of Union nigh 
Then seemeth it to them most sweet to die; 
E'en those magicians, stirred with gratitude 
To Moses, passed with rapture to the rood 1." 

To return, however, to our narrative. The Sa'tdu'l
'Ulama gathered together from all quarters a great multi
tude, who laid siege to the caravansaray, so that for the 
space of five or six days there was strife and battle. At 
the end of this time 'Abbas-l~uH Khan of Larfjan entered 
Barfurush, and, having heard what had taken place on 
either side, sent his son-in-law to wait upon Jenab-i
Babu'l-B6b with a message to this effect :-" Although the 
people of this place have acted wrongly. and foolishly in not 
observing the respect due to you, who came nnto them as 

1 See ~ur'an, 8ura vii (pp. 115-117 in Sale's translation). 
According to the Muhammadan account, the magicians sum
moned by Pharaoh to oppose Moses were so overcome by 
witnessing the true miracles wrought by him that they fell on 
their faces crying, "We believe in the Lord of all creatures, the 
Lord of Moses and Aaron." Thereat was Pharaoh very wroth, 
and said, "Have ye believed on Him ere I have given you 
permission so to do 1 Verily this is a .plot which ye have 
contdved in the city, that ye may drive out thence the inha
bitants thereof. But ye shall know for a surety <that I am 
your master, for> I will cause your hands and your feet to be 
cut off on opposite sides, then will I cause you all to be crucified." 
'rhey answered, "We shall assuredly return unto our Lord; for 
thou takest vengeance on us only because we have believed in 
the signs of our Lord when they came unto us. 0 Lord, pour 
on us patience, and cause us to die Muslims.' 
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strangers seeking hospitality, and in further seekIng to do 
you injury, yet since, owing to the death of His Majesty 
the late King, the public order is disturbed, it is desirable 
especially having regard to the fact that blood has bee~ 
shed betw~en you, that you should depart out of this city." 

To thIS message Jenab-i-Bfibu'l-Bab thus replied :-. 
"On condition that they suffer us to depart without harm 
we have no objection to go. If you will promise that n~ 
fre?h attem~t shall be made to cause bloodshed and provoke 
strIfe, we WIll not refuse to withdraw." To this the chief 
pledged himself, and sent his son-in-law l Sa'adat-J.{uH Beg 
to bear them company till they should reach a place of 
safety. Their antagonists, however, conspired with a cer
tain Khusraw of J.{ade-kala, a matchless and notorious 
scoundrel, to follow and treacherously rob and murder 
them in a certain part of the forest. So Khusraw of Kade
kala, taking with him a hundred horsemen, rode off with 
[the Sardar's son-in~law] Sa'adat-J.{ulf Beg. When they 
had proceeded a short distance *['Abbas-Kulf Khan's son- . 
in-Iaw]* took leave of them and tur~ed back, while 
Khusraw continued to accompany them till he came near 
to his own' home, to a place hard by the Tomb of Sheykh 
'rabarsf 2. When they were come there, some of the faithful 

* [Sa'adat-J.{ulf Beg] il-

I L. adds" and," thus making Sa'adat-~uli Beg a different 
person from the chief's son-in-law. According to $ubl].-i-Ezel, 
Sa'adat-~ulf Beg was himself a Babi. He had a young daughter 
whom he used occasionally to dress in boy's clothes. 

2 The Tomb of Sheykh Tabarsl lies to the south of the road 
leading from Barfur(lSh to Sari, some twelve or fifteen miles S.E. 
of the former town. I visited it on September 26th, 1888, in the 
company of a very intelligent tradesman of Barfnrush. Yet, 
though he was intimately acquainted with the country, so intri
cate are the paths leading to it, and so uncertain the state of the 
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observed to Jenab-i-Babn'l-Bab that it was the time for 
[the noon-tide] prayer, whereupon he alighted to pray. 
Khusraw, seeing his opportunity, approached him, saying, 
"We wish to turn back; give us a present." So, inac
cordance with the instructions of Jenab-i-Babu'l-Bab, they 
gave him a sum of one hundred turnans in money, besides 
other articles. He then demanded Jenab-i-Babu' l-Bab' 8 

horse and sword, but the latter replied, "Make not this 
request, for these were given to me by a certain holy man, 
and I cannot part with them to anyone." "If you will not 
give them up," returned Khusraw, "I am authorized [by 
the clergy] to kill you; your [lives and] possessions are 
lawful to us." As he continued to speak after this un
seemly fashion, Mirza Mul).ammadrra~i [of Juveyn] caught 
hold of his hand and drew him back a few paces, gently 
remonstrating with him, and even offering to add to the 
sum of money which he had already received if he would 
but refrain from molesting Jenav-i-Bavu'l-Bab. Remon
strances and offers, however, proved equally unavailing; 
and Mirza Mul~ammad rra~f, having completed the proof, 
and being reduced to despair, with a blow of his dagger 
freed mankind from Khllsraw':-; mnlice. On seeing their 
leader fall, the others took to flight, but, their village being 
near at hand, soon returned with a great multitude,over-

. took the Babfs in a narrow path, and· prepared to attack 
and plunder them. So Jenab-i-Babu'l-Bab, seeing that in 
that forest-path there was neither room to pass nor to fight, 
commanded his companions to abandon their baggage and 
retreat. In obedience to his command, therefore, they 

quagmires and marshes which must be traversed to reach the 
forest on the edge of which it lies, that we were continually 
obliged to ask the road and to change our course wherever the 
swampy rice-fields proved impassable. Altogether, a worse ride 
of three hours I never saw. 
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retired into the tomb of Sheykh rabarst When they 
reached it, he said to them, "Here shall we attain our 
object, and here also will the purpose of the froward and 
unrighteous be fulfilled." And in passing this spot on his 
way to Barfurllsh he had similarly said, "In this place will 
the blood of God's soldiers and saints be shed, and many 
a pure spirit shall be quenched in dust and gore." And 
most of his companions knew what he intended to signify.· . 

After this several mounted men were sent to collect the 
baggage, and they gathered it together and brought it in. 
Then Jenab-i.:.Babu'l-Bab said, "If ye be united in spirit, 
it is contrary to the dictates of self-devotion and single
heartedness to make any distinction in these perishable 
possessions during the few brief days for which a respite 
may be granted to you. Forsake, then, all such distinc
tions, and, for this short while, share what ye have in 
common." So they appointed a steward and a cook; and 
at breakfast and supper they sat round like brethren, one 
plate containing a uniform portion being placed before 
every two of them. rrhus did they live happily together 
in content and gladness, free from all grief and care, as· 
though resignation and contentment formed a Vart of their 
very nature. 

For about twenty days and nights did they thus tran
quilly await the fulB.lment of divine destiny, but during all 
this time the continuous rain suffered none to leave his 
house. When the weather cleared, the comrades of Khusraw 
of J.{ade-kala, banding themselves together, surrounded the 
Castle with a great host of horsemen and footmen, deter
mined to shed the blood of its inmates. When news of 
this was brought to Jenab-i-Bavu'l-Bab most of his fol
lowers were without the fortress. But he said, "Let none 
of those who are without the castle stir from their places, 
and let those who are within go forth and sit down out-
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side boldly and unflinchingly." And all obeyed his com
mand. 

What ensued is thus related by one worthy of credence 
who was of the remnant spared by the sword in· the 
Castle :-

"We, as we had been commanded, were sitting round 
about outside the Castle, while our foes came so near us 
that. their bullets and shots passed by our cheeks and 
whistled round about and beside us. Inwardly we were 
somewhat disquieted, but Jenab-i-Babu'l-Bab came up to 
us and said, 'Fear not; but if ye be indeed fighting for 
God, if ye be content with His good pleasure, ready to 
endure affliction and martyrdom, and freed from all worldly 
ties, then stand firm even where you are, and bow your 
heads in submission. If so be that God's will requireth 
your martyrdom, then great is your honour and happiness! 
But if God purposeth not that you should be slain, then 
none of these successive shots will effect your death; and i 

this will be but one amongst the countless manifestations 
of His Power and Grace. If, therefore, anyone, in whatever 
position he may be, should so much as move his head to 
avoid a passing bullet, or shoulrl inwardly desire that the 
bullet should pass by him, he hath failed to attain to a 
state of true spiritual peace and contentment, is an un-
faithful and wavering servant, and advanceth a vain boast.' 

"Such was the effect of these words that our hearts 
became filled with strength, and so ready were we to lay 
down our lives that without flinching we joyfully exposed 
our breasts to the fire of the malignants. The enemy's 
horsemen galloped round about us in great numbers, but, 
though they fired many shots at close quarters, none of us 
suffered any injury, and it almost seemed as though their 
erring bullets were testifying to the error of their ways. 

"After a little while Jenab-i-Bfibu'l-Bfib came forth 



uHEYKH .~ 'A:BA1<,~)1 , 

~ 
" 

.,E/'/// %///,. [77>,'/-'" n f ~':,':- . 
... ~...?"~ i'..t;.......u. ?>.....a~$ '1 "<-7"f, 
, S" '.r.Y'~ 

&- 'z:. ,fI."'i" 0/-.), 
~~ }; 'r", ~ 

,) J'{ ~ S , 11~ 
~. '! ~ / f~ 
\, W- • t~~/ 

·if ..:. ,,", 'I'~ <:~ 
1!J" - !,. /' • '// 

t;t ;"i~:'~7 ·f' - DO ,'<"<!S ~~ 
~ o,.~r.,.." ct' - ~, 

~ , tJAlf" '-, .), 
/ -- 7· . ,:», I 1" t..] 

t~ ~'%l I ~,?lb r~ "IS ,. / ,p!Ll....", ~U· 
~ , tll A,\lk~ , Q. o / ~ ~~ ~ 

lSI / ~ ( .. 
t,~ , x ll'//J. ",-, i)"".,.. ,,0 , 
'~~ U) I ~ ... :(" 
l,...~ Ol"~ _..,')~ -";f.-.. -- _~ ~.~;';J,.'C 

',-. ~'INdI,7',~':; -", ~ 1!tj.,,//,lj71,''rI" 
~/~C("'CS'~~~.-~'f.!.A.J..y /f/I/' 

::::t ,GEnf.~a\. r\~t1-~ '"'o~' I",,-c /0 Sllrr ' 

IfW 

m', J{....1~ ~ &..sr wa.lls "1 .Al\tid,~GH 1 S'h-rinf., 

WALL 

-.::::.~~~---:,,:,: 

~ 
..:. 
"-

I<i 

t ~1"0! ,~ ~. I I/",t;,tl ~ I,,!~ '//,/-
i 11-"-O:;;-·'~-Y-C! 
~ :rf,<~.8 
~ 'tV 

I 

~ , - _, 10 " .. c,g - •. '> 
:rr:, I"t£.,·;".,. of ShTine., 

IT. 5o~ ~ 1UE~t 'W ... lIs o~ AKnch ... ",h,r CI~ Sh,.i"t I"~!'~~~~';, I. 
_t...... I ~ •• 1 __ 

•• ;".-j •• ~. Pf~t)""" . ... ~;~r .. ' I 

d~~t,'-~"~',~=;,;,~\~~:~~:,\~\c~,\,~~\~,-:lI,'~... S~.£.. 
~ 1''; I ,'J ~" 1 'il I I \., \ \ :\'~''-;::'" 

'"'-~~~--...:: 7'---.....~~~ I ~ 
I V ~A~ 

, :J. ~'I'\''' 1"'.0_ \ L.T--c-.... J 11I~J 
C 

' "' I "'I:r'cr.~ . ....,. :Ir-~ 0" ... ' ...... ".J:-

M "''-<low.O,tj 1/ I '~' -.: ...... -""3 
". 'KA 1..I<."j I ~I / }" / S" ... .:r". 

N'OY~ /!,I, ,,, I ' / I -* .____ _.r_._ ,- -
.. __ . __ "-_",...... ,I't, .'1. }_!..!.~,. ..'-.~~~,,--'---

\-:,~': _ .. ~. \(, '- .. ~- '---·-.~~L ~/.~-- .. -----



1 
f, 
r' 
I' 
f; 
I 
l 
i , 
• f 

. i· 

ARRIVAL OF JENAB-I-~UDDUS. 57 

from the Castle, picked up several small pebbles, and cast 
them towards the enemy, saying, 'This is what David 1 did: 
to the troops of Goliath 2'; whereupon, in the course. of a' 
few minutes, all were dispersed and incontinently fled." , 

'ro proceed. Soon after this occurrence Jenab-i-¥udd{w; 
arrived at the Castle with a number of his companions. 
[The writer of these pages, being actuated by no wish 
to produce an elegant literary work, but only desiring to 
set down a true, faithful, and correct account of these 
matters, has become assured, after the most careful investi
gation, that what the late Haji Mirza Jani has<written 
concerning the events of this Manifestation is in accord
ance with trnth and actual fact, and is the outcome of 
careful and discriminating enquiry. He has, therefore, for 
the better informing of his readers and their fuller assur
ance, succeeded, with the assistance of a distinguished and 
noble Seyyid, who is also eminent in literary attainments, 
in obtaining a copy of this work.] Orthedetailed account 
of these transactions *[there given]* the following is ·an· 
epitome of what is most material. 'When Jen6b-i-¥u,dd{w; 
had arrived at the Castle of Sheykh rrabarsi and interviewed 
those who already occupied it, he proceeded to determine 
the extent and limits of the fortress, and ordered a wall to 
be built about it. He likewise commanded all such as were 

* [written by the late Haji Mirza Janf]* 

1 C. reads Jiinub and I.J. Jiilut (Goliath).' The first is a mer:~ 
copyist's error, and the second an evident mistake. I have sub
stituted Dii'ud (David), which the sense of the passage obviously 
requires. Allusion is made to the transaction here referred to in 
~ur'an ii, 252. A full account of it, according to the Muham
madan tradition, is given in Book i of the Raw~atu'lJ-$afii and in 
other Muhammadan histories. 

2 C. and L. both read 'fiilut (Saul) instead of Jiilut (Goliath), 
an error which I have not hesitated to correct. 
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Rkilled in any craft to exercise that craft for God's glory in 
as perfect a manner as was possible, to the end that their 
brethren might be profited thereby. So the mason busied 
himself with building, the tailor with tailoring, and the 
sword-maker with the manufacture of swords. 'rhe number 
of those amongst them who were craftsmen and artisans 
was but small; but what was intended by this command 
was that all should profit by the results of one another's 
crifts and talents. ',,"herefore in like manner such as were o 
divines and men of learning busied themselves in searching 
out divine mysteries and expounding philosophic truths, 
whereby those who lacked learning and scholarship were 
enabled to partake in the advantages which these confer,. 
and to advance towards perfection, learning to base their 
faith on grounds of reason, and not on mere imitation or 
blind devotion. 

The news of the construction of the fortress was soon 
spread abroad in every direction. It was at this time the 
beginning of the reign of His Imperial Majesty Na~iru'd
Din Shah J.{ajar (may God perpetuate his rule) \ and to his 
court did the Sa'idu'l-' Ulama forward a petition, in re
sponse to the demands and lying assertio.ns of which ord~rs 
for the annihilation of the Babfs were Issued to the clnef 

local authorities. *[A\ca 'Abdu'llah, the brother of Haji 
Mu~tafa Khan, with a body of skilled marksmen and ex-

perienced soldiers; Mirza A\ca, the secretary, with a host 
of Kurdish, Turkish, and Afghan horsemen from Sari; and 

* [So there came to. war ,:ith them a great host., who 
entrenched themselves III a VIllage hard by the Castle of 
Sheykh 'rabars! and made preparations for battle.]* 

1 L. inserts" corresponding to the year ...... ", the date being 
left blank. The coronation of N ai?iru'd-Dln Shah took place on 
~i'l-~{a'da 22nd, A.H. 1264 (Oct. 20th, A.D. 1848). 
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Mu1;tammad Beg, the captain, with 300 marksmen, set' out 
in haste to subdue and destroy the Castle, and, on their 
arrival there, began to throw up earthworks and to dig a 
trench.] * But on the other side, as a measure of defence, 
a body of men marched out, attacked the entrenchment, 
routed the enemy, and, without losing even one of their 
own men, slew a hundred and thirty of their antagonists. 
And Jenab-i-lfltddus had announced that in this fight none 
of them were fated to fall. 

When this news reached Teheran, Prince Mahdi-:&uli 
Mirza was appointed to the government of Mazandaran with 
commands to put down the Babis, and 'Abbas-J,{uli Khan 
of Larijan received instructions to help and support the 
Prince. So the latter, with two or three thousand soldiers, 
advanced to within two parasangs of the Castle of Sheykh 
Tabars!, and halted at Dih-i-Bazu to await the arrival of 
the remainder of the royal troops with 'Abbas-l.{ulf Khan. 

During this period of inactivity the Prince addressed a 
letter to Jenlib-i-I{ttddus, demanding what his real aim 
might be, and whether he was fighting for religious or 
political objects, and calling upon him in any case to 
abandon' his present attitude. 

In reply to this letter, Jenab-i-1[uddus wrote nearly as 
follows :-" Weare exceedingly adverse to enmity and 
discord, much more to actual strife and warfare,especially 
with His Majesty the King. Only those who dream of 
lordship and dominion deliberately seek war with established 
authority, not such as these, who, foredoomed to destruc
tion in this narrow enclosure, have nobly and devotedly 
cast from them such power, authority, and lordship as they 
formerly possessed, abandoning worldly success and su
premacy to such as seek after these things. For we, agree
ably to the duty incumbent on the doctors of Islam, who 
pretend to have been expecting the Master's corning for 
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twelve hundred and sixty years, and who continually pray 
'May God hasten his glad advent,' have announced the 
a.ppearance of that promised Proof and declared his signs; 
and we maintain that you should not, like most of the 
doctors of former ages (who, through their blind adhesion 
to vain superstitions, remained shut off from the blessing 
of recognizing the Prophet of their time, whereby the com
mon people also were held back, doubting and expecting, 
in the desert of error), continue to await in darkness the 
accomplished Manifestation, as do the diverse sects of Hin
doos, Zoroastrians, Jews and Christians. Of these, some 
were indifferent, some mocked, some fell to chiding or 
cursing, while others again set themselves to fight ancl 
oppose the new truth, and, without investigation or en
quiry, denounced as infidels and doomed to death the 
innocent objects of their cruel hatred. And now, by their 
misrepresentations, they have induced His Majesty the 
King to send forth his hosts to battle, thus bringing eternal 
disgrace on this Royal house. Had they been indeed 
seekers after God and desirous of distinguishing truth from 
falsehood, they should at least, when this matter first be
came apparent, have made it their business to enquire into 
it, and ought not to have rested for a moment until they 
had seen and questioned the Master, and verified or dis
proved hiselaim, so that they might be in a position to 
direct the rest of mankind without war and bloodshed. 
But now the government, refusing to give the matter due 
consideration, has imprisoned that Day-spring of Divinity 
in the remotest borders of its territory, and has carried 
war and slaughter against a mere handful of its Rubjects 
who have renounced the world and all that therein is. 
Hereby it has exposed itself to the reprobation of all 
nations and peoples, who will say, 'Bigotry and injustice 
have come to such a pass that guns and muskets have 

( -
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become the arbitrators between truth and falsehood.' . Can 
gunners and soldiers distinguish right and wrong?· This 
is the work of learned divines, on whom devolves the duty 
of enquiring into the matter. If differences can be re
moved by reasonable discussion and argument, well· and 
good. If not, then let us invoke God's curse on whomso-
ever is in error, leaving to Him the decision. Or, if this 
content them not, let us kindle a fire J and enter in to the 
midst thereof, that the truth or falsehood of either side 
may be made apparent without the shedding of blood or 
the slaughter of God's servants. And should they agree 
to none of these .alternatives, we for our part have no 
quarre~ with anyone, being strangers, who have suffered 
much in this wilderness, and are the objects of causeless 
persecution. Suffer us then to depart, that we may with 
all speed quit this land and pass to the holy shrines of 
Kerbela and Nejef. But if you encompass us on all sides 
and suffer us not to depart, and if ye be indeed bent on 
the slaughter of innocent folk, then have we no choice but 
to defend ourselves and to prove the sincerity of our belief 
by laying down our lives as martyrs to our cause. But do 
not thou, '0 noble Prince, take part in bringing about this 
bloodshed. Misrepresentations have made· His Majesty 
the King hostile to us without cause, else by counsel and 
fair dealing could our differences be removed without the 
unsheathing of a single sword or the utterance of a single 
unkind word. Even Pharaoh, notwithstanding his claim to 
divinity, his exceeding greatness and power, and his con
viction that Moses was but what he seemed-the son of 
one of his own slaves, and a self-confessed murderer fleeing 
from justice-still ostensibly acted towards him with justice 

1 The ordeal by fire would seem to have been long known to 
the Persians, for we find an account of it in the Episode of 
Siyavush in the Shdhnarne (ed. Viillers, vol. ii, pp. 550-3). 
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and fairness. For he summoned Moses before him, spoke 
with him at length, heard what he had to say, and de
manded a sign. Moses answered, 'The rod and the white 
hand are my signs.' 'These,' said Pharaoh, 'are but a 
juggle'; but he was met with the answer, 'Produce the 
like thereof if ye speak trulyl.' 'ro this, notwithstanding 
all his power and despotic authority, Pharaoh raised no 
objection, but, at great expense, assembled about a thou
sand magicians from all parts of the country in order that 
a like sign might by wrought by them. So in like manner 
did Harlll1u'r-Rashid, whom our divines regard as accursed 
and an unbeliever, assemble nearly four hundred learned 
doctors to answer I,Iasaniyya the halldmaiden 2 an(l to test 
the truth of her assertions. How different is the case llOW , 
when, though more than three hundred eminent and gifted 
divines confidently assert the truth of this new doctrine , 
these people, who profess to have been expecting this Mani
festation for twelve hundred and sixty years, are at no 
pains to enquire into this matter with a view to arriving at 
the truth, and so preventing a powerful government from 
being led by the wilful misrepresentations of prejudiced 
persons from carrying battle and slaughter against a mere 
handful of its subjects. According to the Law they regard 
the testimony of two just witnesses as sufficient, even where 
life is involved: wherefore,then, do they refuse to accept 
the testimony of three hundred men who are not only just, 
but, for the most part, learned, discreet, self-devoted, and 
ready to lay down their lives at God's bidding? If they 
declare these to be in error and delusion, we reply that 
it is most improbable that three hundred learned men 
possessed of such means for forming a correct judgment 
should fall into such an error, seeing that each one of 

1 Cf. I):ur'an, ii, 21 ; x, 39; xi, 16; Iii, 34. 
2 See note 1 at the foot of p. 38, supra. 
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them attained the goal in view with infinite pains and after 
enduring countless privations and hardships.· Only when 
a thousand difficulties, whereof the solution was a thousand 
times harder than the Cleaving of the Moon \ had been 
resolved, did they suffer their doubts, which formed a 
rampart more stubborn than the Wall of Alexander, to be 
surmounted; neither did their pride of learning and priestly 
a,rrogance permit them to bow their heads in humble sub
mission until they had been convinced by irrefragable 
proofs of the plenary authority bestowed from on high on 
that Well-spring of divine wisdom. Yet do men foolishly 
imagine that they lightly and easily relinquished their 
supremacy, and chose without reason such utterself-aban
donment, little thinking what hesitation, diffidence, fear, 
and anxiety each of them experienced ere he became fully 
assured of the truth...... Again, if it be asserted that 
they em braced this doctrine in the hope of securing to 
themselves authority and lordship, this is an evident 
calumny, credible only to such as regard learning merely 
as a means for the acquisition of the perishable wealth and 
worthless consideration of the world. These things which 
they already enjoyed, yea, the very hope of life, they freely 
forsook for the good pleasure of the Beloved and the 
awakening of benighted souls. 'l'heir very deeds bear 
witness to the purity of their motives, for, in so dire a pass, 
even the most faithful are in grievous peril, and the elect 
quake and tremble in fear of stumbling. 
[' Cast away thy sword and buckler, make thy life thy shield 

instead; . 
Only he can head the van who feareth not to lose his head.']" 

N ow when the Prince had perused this letter, guile 
entered into his heart, and he wrote in reply as follows :
"What you have written accords with truth and sound 

1 One of the miracles ascribed to Mul;tammad .. 
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reason. I will convene the clergy for the consideration of 
the claims advanced on either side, and will endeavour to 
arrive at a true decision in this matter." His real object, 
however was only to gain time till his reinforcements 
should ~rrive and he should' be in a position to make a 
night attack upon the fortress; and meanwhile he arrested 
all such as he knew to be well disposed towards the Bab or 
believers in the Beyan, displaying in his treatment of them 
no lack of cruelty and harshness. Amongst these was 
Mulla Ylisuf of Ardabfl, who, in company with another, 
was proceeding to the Castle. These they . arrested an.d 
imprisoned in the camp. About .the same tIme that thIs 
misfortune occurred, the late HaJi Mirza J ani, the chro
nicler of these events, together with Mu4ammad 'fa}.d 
Khan of N lir and several others, arrived in the neighbour
hood in company with His Holiness Beha 1 (the lives of all 
beside him be his sacrifice), the mystery of whose real 
nature was still hidden within the veils of the divine Wis
dom and d.esired. to proceed to the Castle of - Sheykh 
Tab~rsi. The late Haji Mirza J ani writes, "We repeat
~dly urged him 2 to proceed, and to let .us bear him com
pany, but he replied, 'If we go, they wIll not suffer us to 
reach the Castle; for this is unattainable, and the ~atter 
is otherwise predestined.'" At length, however, he Ylelded 

1 This passage is very important, as it shews not only t,ha~ 
the author of this history wrote after Mirza ~useyn All 
Belui'u'lldh had advanced his claim to supremacy, but also 
that he recognized the validity of this claim. That he drew 
his inspiration from Beha'i sources is also shewn by the fact 
that he makes but one doubtful reference to Mirza Ya};lya $ub(l
i-Ezel, who, whatever view be taken of his position? certainly 
played a part in Bahi history too important to be Ignored by 

any disinterested historian. 
2 i.e. Beha'u'llah. 
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to the entreaties of his devoted companions. Of the 
sums of money which others have· mentioned, they had 
with them in all not less than four thousand tumans 
in cash, besides other goods and chattels. When they had 
come within two parasangs of Sheykh Tabarsi, they were 
observed and seized by the royalist troops, who stripped 
them and bore them to the camp, intending to put them 
to death. As, however, Beha belonged to a distinguished 
family of Mazandaran, certain of the royalist officers ac
corded him their protection and sent him to Barfurlish, 
where he suffered such afflictions as the pen is ashamed to 
pourtray. As to Haji Mirza J ani, two merchants of Kashan, 
who had a claim on certain of the officers, received him as 
the equivalent of four hundred tumans which were owing 
to them, and set him at liberty. [When he was setting out 
from Teheran, some of his friends had strongly dissuaded 
him from going, but he replied in answer to their remon
strances, "I shall suffer martyrdom in Teheran, and though 
on this journey I shall be taken captive, I shall be released. 
Yet that I may have no cause for shame in not going, and 
that I may to the full accomplish my endeavour, I will go. 

'Better he ~ho boldly fronts the desert is than he in languid 
ease who lies; 

I at least am free to make the effort, even though I fail to 
win the prize.'''] 

N ow inasmuch as Jenab-i-I{ttddus had, in the address 
known as the" Eternal Witness \" made known the circum
stances of his own and his companions' martyrdom in the 
plainest manner, and knowledge of this had reached most of 
the brethren whether far or near, who were firmly persuaded 
of the truth of his foreshadowings, these no sooner learned 
how he and his followers were hemmed in by so great a belea
guering force in the Castle of Sheykh Tabarsi than they knew 

1 See p. 44 supra. 

N. H. 5 
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for a surety that in a little while that devoted band would 
to a man fall before the guns of the foe, and stain the earth 
with their life-blood. In spite of this knowledge, however, 
they eagerly set out from the most distant provinces to 
share the martyrdom of those already assembled in that 
fatal spot. I know not what these people had seen or 
apprehended that they thus readily cast aside all that men 
do most prize, and thus eagerly hastened to imperil their 
lives. Surely their conduct was such as to leave no room 
for doubt of their sincerity and devotion in any unpreju
diced mind; and in truth what they did and suffered was 
little short of miraculous, being beyond mere human 
capacity. In them was exemplified the blessed verse, 
(Desire death then if ye be sincere\' while through their 
steadfastness the words, ('rhose who strive in the way of 
God with their possessions and persons, these are highest 
in rank before God, and these are they who shall be happy2,' 
gained a new lustre ...... 

So Jenab-i-J{uddus, being well aware of the Prince's 
real intentions, and perceiving that his design was nothing 
else than to gain time till his re-inforcements should arrive 
and he should be able to make a night attack, repeated the 
blessed verse, "rhey devised stratagems, and God devised 
stratagems, and God is the best deviser of fltmtagems 3,' 
and issued orders that three hundred men should that night 
hold themselves in readiness for battle. And when these 
were ready, Jenab-i-Jfllddus mounted his horse, and Jenab-i
Eabn'l-Bab rode forth by his side, and all set out towards 
the camp. 

N ow when those who were in the royalist camp saw 

1 ~ur'an, ii, 88; lxii, GG. 
2 J.\-nr'an, ix, 20. The "erfie is not, however, quoted quite 

accurately. 
3 J.\-ur'an, iii, 47. 
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them, they rejoiced, thinking that it was 'Abbas-~ulf Khan 
.arriving with re-inforcements. But when they came to the 
magazine they set fire to it, and then surrounded the 
Prince's quarters. Then cries and shouts arose from the 
soldiers on all sides, and the fire of battle blazed high. 
'rhe royalist troops, unable to withstand the attack, were 
utterly routed and took to flight, while the followers of 
.Jenab-i-J{llddus continued to fight with the utmost courage, 
and succeeded in releasing such of their companions as were 
confined in the camp, besides setting fire to the Prince's 
quarters. Prince Sultan Ijuseyn Mirza, a son of the late 
king Fat1.t-'Ali Shah, Prince Da'{ul Mirza, son of .the late 
.?illu's-Sultan, and Mirza 'Abdu'l-Ba}.ti, not being quick 
enough to effect their escape, were burned to death in the 
fierce conflagration; but Prince Mahdi-~uli Mirza, being 
swift and cunning in flight, boldly leaped from the high 
roof and hid himself in the forest. 

'1'he Babfs. of Mazandaran,· about a hundred· and twenty
in number, whose leader was Aka Ras1ll 1

, together with 
Home others, began to spoil and plunder. r1'hereupon Jenab
i-J{uddus called out to them, " 0 brethren, do not disgrace 
your cause' by associating it with rapine!" But the weak 
brethren of Mazandarall, seeing a clear field and abundant 
Hpoil, paid no heed to the commands of their leader, and 
continued plundering. till dawn began to brighten the sky. 
N ow some thousand of the royalist soldiers had hidden 
themselves in the defile of a mountain hard by, and when 
these perceived that the Babis were but few in number, and 
that, in addition to this, many of them were scattered 
abroad or laden with booty, they took courage, surrounded 
them, and opened fire. Jenctb-i-Bftbn'l-Bab attacked them 

1 C. adds IS r.p. . The title is hardly legible in L., but seems 
to read IS.;,.:.. 

5-2 
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with drawn sword, and was presRing them hard, when sud
denly a bullet was fired which struck Jenab-i-J{uddus in 
the mouth, knocking out several of his teeth, a,nd shattering 
one side of his face. When Jel/ub-i-Bubu'l-Bub witnessed 
this catastrophe, he began to fight even as ij:useyn fought at 
Kerbela, and to mete out to the enemy the recompense of 
what they had done. rrhe late Haji Mirza Janf writes that 
in that onslaught he dismissed nearly three hundred from 
their evil courses to the place whereunto they belonged 1. 

The rest, unable to withstand him, fled and hid themselves, 
while Jenab-?:-Bubu'l-B{tb halted till all his comrades were 
collected together, and then set out on his return to the 
Castle. 

N ow in spite of the success achieved by the Babfs, two 
misfortunes had befallen them. Firstly, three of the be
lievers had been slain; of which the reason was that Jenav
i-K'llddus had given permission to three hundred only to 
take part in the enterprise, and these three had gone in 
excess of the number so ordained. Secondly, some of the 
weaker brethren had engaged in plundering and straggled 
from the main body, thus delaying the return; and their 
transgression had been visited on Jenab-i-J{uddus, for 
"the kindred bear the blood-wit." Jenab-i-Babu'l-Bav 
was deeply distressed at this sad misfortune, and seemed 
overcome with shame in the presence of his chief; for 
Jenub-i-Kuddus was unable to eat solid food, and for three 
months tasted nothing, except now and then a little tea or 
broth. And this was a most marvellous thing, yea, almost 
a miracle; for during these three months he neither lost 
colour nor wasted away, nor was any impairment of bodily 
strength perceptible in him, nor any sign of pain or un-

easmess. 

1 l:.e. Hell. 
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When news of the Prince's defeat reached the Sartip 
'Abbas-l.{ulf Khan, he assembled his troops and joined him 
in Barfurush, whence they set out together with a large force 
for the Castle of Sheykh rrabarsf. On their arrival they 
began to entrench themselves, and sometimes at night they 
would make a sudden attack on the Castle. But Jenab-i
J{uddus used to warn the garrison in advance, saying, 
"To-night these pretended watchers for the advent of the 
Imam Mahdf intend to attack us, therefore let nineteen 
men be ready to repel them." The royalists, imagining that 
their antagonists had no knowledge of their plans, sought 
by all manner of devices to capture the fortress; but on 
each occasion they were routed at the outskirts of the 
Castle and driven back in shame and confusion by these 
nineteen men. 

After the war had continued for some time, Jenab-i
Bablt'l-Bilb said to Jenab-i-J{uddus, "I can no longer 
bear to look upon the wound which mars your glorious 
visage. Suffer me, I pray you, to lay down my life this 
night, that I may be delivered alike from my shame and 
my anxiety." So Jenab-i-IfuddUs Buffered him to go, and 
bade the faithful bear him company. 

Now it ,vas the custom of Jenab-i-Bablt'l-Bab to go 
forth to fight in this wise : he himself, followed by several 
other mounted men, would ride in advance, while the rest 
of his companions followed on foot. If it was at night
time, they would put on felt caps, gird their swords to their 
belts, and, with bare feet and arms uncovered to the elbow , 
rush upon the very centre of the hostile army with cries of 
" Ya $a~iblt 'z-zaman I 1" Then, with swords worth not 
more than five trans, which they had wrought for them
selves within their castle, they would cut down men whose 
gear had cost a thousand tumans. 

1 "0 Lord of the age! " 
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So Jellau-i-Baun'l-Bab and his companions advanced 
calmly upon the enemy in this fashion, and quitted then:
selves that night like men of valour. 'rho ugh ~he.lr 
opponents were more than seven thousand strong, withm 
one hour they captured seven of their entrenchments. 
When 'Abbas-Kulf Khan saw this, he disguised himself 
in change of ;aiment, quitted the camp with two ?f his 
retainers, and concealed himself in the shelter of a hIllock, 
or, according to another account, in a hollow tree. N.ow 
since the night waR very dark, and rain was falling heavIly, 
the Babfs, fearing to injure one another, had set fire to the 
wood which had been stacked in the camp (or, as others 
relate to the bundles of reeds which were there), that they 
li1ight have light enough to distinguish friends from foes. 
'fhey had also hung white shawls across their shoulders as 
a token to serve for mutual recognition, and this rendered 
them conspicuous to 'Abbas-l~ulf Khan, who presently 
caught signs of Jenab-i-Babn'l-B(jb, and discharged a 
bullet at him which struck him in the breast. He followed 
up this shot with another, which also took effect. 

Now Jenab-i-Babn'l-Bab, knowing for a surety that he 
would meet his death that night, had, in the very midst of 
the conflict, said to one who was beside him, "Mount 
behind me on my horse, and when I say, 'Bear me to the 
Castle' turn back with all speed." So now, overcome with 
faintness he said "Bear me to the Castle." 'fhereupon , , . 
his companion turned the horse's head and brought .lum 
back to the entrance of the Castle; and there he straIght
way yielded up his spirit to the Lord and Giver of life. .. 

So they brought in his body and laid it before Jenab-l
K uddus, who neither wept, nor moved from his place, nor 
by any change of countenance betrayed his emoti?ll, but 
only pointed to it with his staff, saying, "Leave It here, 
and go dig a grave in such-and-such a spot." What 

I 

I. [ 
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followed is thus related by him who made ready the 
grave :._" When the grave was completed, I advanced 
to the curtain <which guarded the entrance of the chamber> 
to request permission to enter, and to announce that the 
grave was ready, As I did so, the low murmur of conver.;. 
sation reached. my ears. I softly raised a corner of the 
curtain, and beheld Jenab-i-l{uddus seated beside Jenab-i
Babu' l-Betb, from whose face the covering had been re
moved, engaged in conversation with him. When I saw 
this, fear overcame me, and I quaked with terror. Sud
denly Jenab-i-1{uddus said to me, 'Is the grave ready?' 
I replied in the affirmativ~. 'Enter, then,' said he, 'and 
take away the body.' So I entered the chamber, bore 
away the body of Jenab-i-Bfiuu'l-JJub from before him, 
and buried it with the raiment in which it was clad." 

The royal troops had that night suffered a disgraceful 
defeat, and were scattered in flight. Many of the Babfs, 
too, had in the darkness and pouring rain missed the waytQ 
the Castle and become separated from their comrades, but, 
when the time for prayer came, these, guided by the sound 
of the a:;Cin, found their way back thither. For it was 
(justomary with the garrison of the Castle to keep vigil 
during the last third of the uight, to read and pray aloud 
with fervent devotion until day-break, and to offer up 
their petitions to the Just and Gracious . Lord.· Far other
wise was it in the royalist camp, where wine-bibbing, foul 
and licentious acts, dice-playing, and utter neglect of 
spiritual exercises universally prevailed. 

When these belated stragglers reached the Castle, and . 
were informed of the martyrdom of Jenau-i-BCibu' l-Bab, 
they became exceeding sorrowful. And when they com
puted the number of those who had fallen by his side from 
the beginning of the war until that night, there were 
seventy, neither more nor less, exactly as JenCib-i-.((uddus 
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had explicitly declared in the sermon of the "Eternal 
Witness I." But in the royalist camp more than four 
hundred men perished that night, including thirty-five 
officers of distinction, and more than a thousand were 
wounded, while the survivors had betaken themselves to 
flight. So 'Abbas-l;{uli Khan gathered up the corpses 
of his officers, and retired to Amul to mourn their loss. 

But when the Sa'idu'l-'Ulama was informed of this he , 
(fearing lest the Babis should enter Barfurush and mete out 
to him the punishment which he deserved) was overcome 
with trouble and consternation, and wrote several suc
cessive letters to 'Abbas-l~ulf Khan, saying, "I congratu
late you on your courage and discretion, but how much to 
be deplored it is that after you have been at such pains, 
lost so many of your kinsmen, and gained at length so 
signal a victory, you did not follow it up. You have made 
a great multitude food for the sword, and have returned, 

. leaving only a few decrepit old men as survivors, Alas, 
that, after all your efforts and perseverance, the Prince is 
now prepared to march against the Castle and take captive 
these few poor wretches, so that after all he will get the 
credit of this signal victory, and will appropriate to himself 
all the money and property of the vanquished! You must 
make it your first and most important business to return 
to the Castle ere he has set but, f6r the government of 
a province like Mazandaran is not a thing to be trifled 
with. Strive, then, to gain the entire credit of this 
victory, and let your exertions accomplish what your zeal 
has begun." He also wrote at great length to the clergy of 
Amul, urgently exhorting them to use their best endeavours 
to make the Sartip 'Abbas-l;{uli Khan start at once without 
further delay. So they continued to remind him inces-

1 See p. 44 s1lpra. 
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santly that it was his duty to march with all speed against 
the Castle; and the Sartip, though he knew that what the 
Sa'[du/l-' Ulama had written to him was utterly false and 
baseless, was eager, if it should be possible, to make some 
amends for what had passed, and so to clear himself in 
some measure of the disgrace which he had incurred iuthe 
eyes of the Larijani w~men whose hu~bands he had sacri
ficed, and of the government. But inwardly he was con
sumed. with an.xiety,. fearing that, as in the previous 
c~mpalgn, he mIght fall to accomplish anything. Most of 
Ius men, too, were wounded, while many had fled and 
concealed themselves in the surrounding villages distant 
four or five parasangs from the city. So, as a makeshift 
he wrote to the clergy of Amu], saying, "If indeed this b~ 
a re1i~ious war, you, who· are such zealous champions of 
the faIth, and to whom men look for example, should take 
the lead, and make the first move, so that others may 

. follow you." 'rhe clergy, not being prepared with a suit
able answer, and seeing no way of excusing themselves 
were obliged to send a message to the effect that the wa; 
was a religious war. A great company of tradesmen, com
mon people, and roughs was assembled, and these, with the 
clergy and st~d~nts, set out, ostensibly for the accomplish
mel.It of a relIgIOUS duty, but really bent on plunder and 
rapme. Most of these went to Barfurush and therejoinecl 
the advance of Prince Mahdi-l;{uli Mirza, who, on reaching 
a vi~lage distant one ~arasang from the Castle, sent a body 
of hIS men to reconnOItre and collect information about the 
movements of the Bab! garrison. 

But Jenab-i-lfuddus was well aware of the circum
stances just detailed, and said to his followers, "Go, and 
set up on posts the heads of such of our antagonists as 
were slain, arranging them in regular order round the 
ramparts of the Castle." So they did as he commanded. 
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And when the royal troops, with the rabble who accom
panied them, drew nigh to the Castle, and saw these heads, 
with mouths gaping horribly and blackened faces, set up 
on posts round the fortress, they were filled with inde
scribable terror. And even as they stood gazing thus, 
fifteen horsemen emerged from the Castle crying " Yu 
$a{libn 'z-zarnan 1!" and scattered before them the cavalry 
of the enemy (though these were more than five hundred 
strong), slaying not a few. 

After this it became clear to the royal troops that they 
could not carry the fortress by storm. 'rhey therefore 
employed carpenters to construct scaling-ladders and bat
tering-rams, which they carried to the Castle and erected 
during the night. 'rhey also began to dig trenches, amI 
thus gradually advanced. MallY came from the surround
ing district to help them; ammunition and artillery began 
to arrive daily from 'l'ehenin; and the garrison of the 
Castle came forth but seldom, only firing occasional shots 
from the tops of their towers. 

'rhe reverend divines, who with their pupils, had come 
to take part in the holy war, were scarce able to sleep at 
night for fear (though their quarters were in a place distant 
two parasangs from the Castle), and continually in their 
conversation would they roundly abuse the Prince and 
'Abbas-Kulf Khan and curse the Sa'fdn' l-' Ulct1nu; "For," 
said th~y, "these have, without sufficient reason, taken us 
away from our studies, our discussions, and the earning of 
our livelihood, besides bringing us into dire peril; since to 
fight with mell like these, who have renounced the world, 
and carry their lives in their hands, is to incur great risk." 
So the holy verse "Cast not yourselves into peril with 
your own hands 2 

" became their daily utterance. One said, 
1 "0 Lord of the age! " Cf. p. 69 supra. 
2 Kur'an, ii, 191. 
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"Certain circumstances exonerate me fro111 the duty· of 
taking part in this war at present." Another [adducing 
thirty different pretexts] said, "I am lawfully excused and 
am compelled to turn back." A third said, "I have little 
children dependent on me; what can I do?" A fourth 
said, "I have made no provision for my wife, so I must go, 
but, should it be necessary, I will return again." A fifth 
said, "My accounts with certain persons are not yet 
settled; should I fall a martyr, my wealth will be wasted, 
and an injustice will be clone to my wife and children; and 
both waste and injustice are condemned as repugnant to 
our holy religion and displeasing to God." A sixth said, 
"lowe money to certain persons, and have none to acquit 
me of my debt. Should I fall, my debt will not allow me 
to cross the Bridge of $idit I ". A seventh said, "I came 
away without the knowledge of my mother, and she had 
said to me, 'Should' st thou go, I will make the milk where
with I nourished thee unlawful to thee.'I fear therefore 
that I may be cast off as undutiful by my mother." An 
eighth wept, saying, "l have made a vow to visit Kerbela 
this year; one circumambulation of the holy sepulchre of 
the Chief of Martyrs 2 is equivalent in merit to a hundred· 
thousand martyrdoms or a thousand pilgrimages to Mecca. 
I fear to fail in the fulfilment of my vow, and so to be 
disappointed6f thif; great blessing." Others said, " We, 
for our part, have neither seen in these people, nor heard 
of them, aught which sheweth them to be unbelievers, for 
they also say "rhere is no god but God, Mul:tammad is the 
Apostle of God, aild 'Ali is the Friend of God.' At most, 
they maintain that the advent of the Imam Mahd! has 

1 The llarrow bridge "finer than a hair and sharper than a 
sword" which, as the Muhammadans believe, all must traverse 
to reach paradise. 

2 F.£useyn b. 'AH b. Abi Talib, the third Imam. 
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taken pInce. IJct them be; for at all events they are no 
worse than the Sunnis, who reject the twelve Imams anel 
the fourteen immaculate saints, [recognize such an one 
as 'Umar as caliph, prefer' Othman to 'Ali ibn Abi Talib, 
and accept Abll Bekr as the successor of our holy Prophet]. 
Why should our elivines leave those alone, and fight with 
these about matters whereof the rights and wrongs have 
not been properly determined? " 

In short, throughout the camp murmurs arose from 
every tongue, and complaints from every mouth; each one 
snng a different tune and devised a different pretext; and 
all awaited but some plausible excuse to betake themselvei' 
to flight. So when 'Abbas-~{uli Khan perceived this to be 
the case, he, fearing lest the contagion of their terror might 
spread to his soldiers, was forced to accept the excuses of 
these reverend divines and their disciples and followers, 
who forthwith departed, rejoicing greatly, and nttering 
prayers for the Sartip's success. Men of discernment can 
easily appraise the faith and understanding of persons like 
these, who came to join in a holy war at the command of 
'Abbas-~uli Khan and turned back from it by his per
mission, not having sense enough to see thn.t the wise 
would deride their conduct, saying, "If, agreeably to God's 
command, it was a religions duty to fight with these 
people, then the clergy should have taken the lead; in 
which case, why did they not from the first undertake this 
duty? And when, impelled by the zeal of 'Abbas-Kulf 
Khan, and at his command, they had entered upon' the 
war, what occasion had they for turning back without 
striking a b10w? If, on the other hand, it had not yet 
been shewn that the Babis were infidels, and if war with 
them were a thing displeasing to God, then why did they 
not strive to restrain 'Abbas-~uli Khan instead of sub
mitting to his opinion 1" In a word, they went forth to 
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fight actuated solely by their passions, and turned back 
?y reason of their own selfish motives. By this all may , 
Judge of the rest of their actions, for whosoever is endowed 
with discernment will perceive that all their words and 
deeds were prompted by self-interest, and that their conduct 
was wholly at variance with right. They regard knowledge 
but as a means of obtaining power and winning men's 
esteem; they barter religion for gold and silver; and they 
study the Law but to demand 'restitution of wrongsl,' 
'Imam's money2,' and 'thirds 3

' of the property left by 
persons dying, or to obtain bribes in lawsuits and presents 
for pronouncing decisions contrary to what God hath re
vealed. [rrhus do they amass wealth without the trouble 
of engaging in commerce or agriculture.] 

[" If e.very sinner got drunk with sin as the toper does with 
WUle, 

How many a sin would stand revealed which we scarcely now 
divine! "] 

Now after the martyrdom of Jenub~i-B&bu'l ... Bab,· 
./enab-i-l.(uddtis made it his chief object to prepare his 
companions for death and departure from the world, and 
to set in' order the means for their deliverance from earth 
and ascent to the realms of true existence, desiring that the 
period of strife and suffering might be shortened, and that 
they might the sooner escape from the prison of the body, 
and rest in the presence of the Beloved. For they had no 

1 When a Persian Shi'ite dies, it is customary to give a 
certain proportion of the wealth he leaves behind him to the 
clergy, to be expended on pious and charitable objects, and thus 
to atone for the wrongs which the deceased during his life-time 
may have done to his fellow-men. This is called radd-i-rnafu,lim 
(' restitution of wrongs '). 

2 See Querry's Droit Musulman, vol. ii, pp. 327-362 passim. 
3 Ibid., vol. i, p. 633, § 178, and p. 162, § 210. 
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other object in placing their lives in jeopardy than to 
publish the news of the Manifestation, proclaim the word 
of God, complete the proof, and convey the summons to 
all peoples of the world; so that all such as were open 
to receive the truth at that time or in after ages might, 
according to the degree of their fitness, become enquirers 
or believers. 'When, therefore, they knew that the fame 
of their deeds and doctrine had been sufficiently 110ise<1 
abroad and had reached the ken of all Hations and peoples, 
then, their sole object being accomplished, they made haste 
to lay down their lives and depart to the invisible and 
eternal world. 'rIms Jenftb-i-l{uddu8, coming forth one 
day from the room wherein he dwelt, saw lying a quantity 
of rice in the husk 1. '1'hereupon he said to his companions, 
""Ve came hither to t;hew forth God's truth, not to live 
gluttonously. If the aim in view were to maintain in 
luxury these perishable bodies, had you not in your own 
homes all manner of delicate foods? Why then did ye 
fors~tke these to conie hither? But if ye came to die, then 
you need not fodder and provision::;." '1'0 this his com
prmions replied, "Whatever your orders may be, we are 
ready to obey them." '1'Iten Raid he, "Give the rice to 
the horses and sheep and cattle for them to eat it." For 
they had over two hundred horses, forty or fifty milch
cows, and three or four hundred sheep, most of which had 
been given to them by the people of l\iazalldaran, who, 
as many as believed, brought with them to the Castle of 
what they possessed. So the Babis, eager to obey the 
commands of Je1/(~b-i-Jfuddus, took no pains to husband 
their re::;onrces, so that in a little while their provisiolls 
were exhausted; while, inasmuch as the enemy had sur-

1 Slwltft~·,i.e. rice not yet separated from tho hUi-lk. In Hill
dllsMnl it is called slulli, and by Allglo-Illdians "paddy." 
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rounded the Castle on all sides, they could not go forth to 
procure fresh supplies. 

Once, indeed, some few of them did go out to try to 
obtain a little tea [and sugar] for Jenab-i-.{i'uddUs. The 
most notable of these was Mulla Sa'fd of Zarkanad. Now 
he was a man so accomplished in science that when certain 
learned men of the kindred of *[Mfrza]* Mu4ammad Ta\d 
of N ttr addressed to Jenab-i-.{luddus in writing certain 
questions touching the sciences of divination and astrology, 
the latter said to Mulla Sa'id, (C Do you speedily write for 
them a brief and compendious reply, that their messenger 
be not kept waiting, and a more detailed answer shall be 
written fmbsequently." So Mulla Sa'fd, though hurried 
by the presence of the messenger, and distracted by the 
turmoil of the siege, rapidly penned a most eloquent ad
(lress, wherein, while replying to the questions asked, he 
introduced nearly a hundred well-authenticated traditions 
bearing on the truth of the new Manifestation. of the·· 
promised Proof, besides several which foreshadowed' the 
halting of those who had believed in the Lord about rabarsi, 
and their martyrdom. ffhe learned men of, N ilr were 
amazed beyond all measure at his erudition, and· said, 
"Candour compels us to admit that such presentation of 
these matters is a great miracle, and that such erudition 
and eloquence are far beyond the M uIla Sa'id whom we 
knew. Assuredly this talent hath been bestowed on him 
from on high, and he in turn hath made it manifest to us." 

Now Mnlla Sa'id and his companions, while they were 
without the Castle, fell into the hands of the royal troops, 
and were by them carried before the Prince. ffhe Prince 
strove by every means to extract from them some inform
ation about the state of the Babi garrison, their numbers, 

* [NIulla] * 
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and the amount of their munitions; but do what he would 
he could gain nothing. So, when he perceived Mulla 
Sa'id to be a man of talent and understanding, he said to 
him, "Repent, and I will release you and not sufler you 
to be slain." 'fa this lVIulla Sa'id replied, "Never did 
anyone repent of obedience to God's command, why then 
should I? Rather do you repent, who are acting contrary 
to His good pleasure, and more evilly than anyone hath 
heretofore done." And he spoke much more after the 
same fashion. So at length they sent him to Sari in chains 
and fetters, and there slew him, with circumstances of the 
utmost cruelty, along with his companions, who appear to 
have been five in number. 

We have, however, wandered from our subject, which 
was the scarcity of provisions from which the garrison of 
the Castle began to suffer. When their stores were ex
hausted, and they began to suffer the hardships of priva
tion, they represented to Jenab-i-J!udd'llS that the horses 
were perishing of hunger. So he ordered them to drive 
out from the Castle such as were lean, and to slay and eat 
such as were fat, seeing that this was now become lawful 
to them I. One can readily imagine how grievous and how 
distasteful the eating of horse-flesh must have seemed to 
persons habituated to such luxuries as Russian sugar, 
Austrian tea g,and fine aromatic rice. Yet they ate sub
missively and with contentment so much as was needful to 
sustain life, bowing patiently, yea, thankfully, before the 
Divine decree. Now there were in the Castle from olden 
time the remains of a bath, which the Babis had endea-

1 See Querry's Droit .J.lfu8ulman, vol. ii, p. 230, § 10, and 
p. 242, § 100. 

2 "White tea" (c1uiy-i-safid) and "Austrian tea" (chay-i
Namse) are the names given in Persia to the finest variety of the 
leaf. 
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voured to repair. One day Jenab-i-¥~u1d'l('s, ashe came 
forth from this bath, saw some of his companions roasting 
and eating horse-flesh. "Let me see," said he, "what 
this food, which the Beloved hath apportioned to us, is 
like." Then he took a little and sucked it in his mouth, 
and presently remarked that the meat was very pleasant 
to the taste, and sweet in savour. After this, horse-flesh 
seemed to the taste of all so sweet and so palatable that 
they were filled with astonishment, saying, "It is as 
though our food savoured of paradise, for never have we 
tasted meat so delicious." 

N ow when the horse-flesh came to an end they began 
to subsist on vegetables, until even the grass and the leaves 
of the trees within the fortress were all consumed, so that, as 
some have related, they ate even the leather off their saddles·. 
Grass became harder to find than the Philosopher's Stone, 
and if they sought to gather it outside the Castle, they 
were at once exposed to the fire of the enemy. 'rImy there
fore ceased to attempt to leave their fortress, and abstained 
from food, so that for nineteen days they took no sus
tenance (save that morning and evening they drank each 
a cup of' warm water), drawing their strength from their 
converse with Jenuh-i-¥Ildd{f,s. And as his aim was. to 
hasten the impending catastrophe, so did the strength of 
the faithful wane daily on every side, while that of their 
foes ever waxed greater. 'rims the latter constructed four 
towers on the four sides of the Castle, and raised them so 
high that they were able to command the interior of the 
fortress with their guns, and to make the garrison targets 
for their bullets. 'fhen the faithful, seeing this, began to 
dig subterranean passages and to retreat thither. But the 
ground of Mazandaran lies near the water and is saturated 

1 The saddles used by the Persians are chiefly composed of 
wood. 

N. H. G 
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with. moisture, added to which rain fell continually, in
creasmg the damage, so that these poor sufferers dwelt 
amidst mud and water till their garments rotted away with 
damp, and a voice from the Unseen seemed to proclaim 
to each, 

"910the thy body with the garb of nakedness 
Ere the cloak of death shall fall upon thy frame' 
~? renounce the things of earth that at thy deatil 
E en the shroud upon thy corpse may seem a shame." 

So their bellies clave to their back-bones, as though to 
say, '~y e are come near to the spirit-world; be ye there
fore lIke unto the angels;" their bodies became like skele
tons, reminding them that-

"Thero they seek for wasted frames and know tho worth of 
wearied hearts;" 

their cheekH grew pallid as amber, telling them that the 
:-:;igm; of a faithful lover are a heart filled with woe bitter 
sighH, and a sallow cOlrlpiexiou. 'rhey were really t(; breaHt . 
the Hteep aHcellt to martyrdolll aIul bliss; they hovered like 
moths round the canuon-balls and bullets, which they 
hailed as a means of deliverance; they l'lu;lwd towards im
molation with an impetuosity which imagination call scarce 
conceive .... They seeme(1 weary of life and of their bodies, 

. amI met the afflictions which continually beset them with 
the cry of "Is there more 1 ?" \Vhenever one of their com
~'ades quaffed. the draught of martyrdom before their eyes, 
lllstead of gneving they rejoiced. 'rhus, for instance on . , 
one occaSIOn a bomb-shell fell on the roof of a hut which 
caught fire. Sheykh $alil~ of Shiraz went to extinguish 
the fire. A bullet struck his head and shattered his skull. 
Even as they were misillg his corpse a second bullet carried 

away the hand of A15:a Mirza lVIul~aIIllnad 'Ali, the son of 

1 ~(ur'an, 1, 29. 
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Seyyid Al).mad, who was the father of .A.~a Seyyid J:Iuseyn 
"the beloved." So, too, was A15:<i Seyyid I:£useyn "the be;.. 
loved," a child ten years of age, slain before his father's 
eyes, and he fell rolling in mud and gore with limbs quiver
ing like those of a half-killed bird. His father heaved a deep 
sigh and said, "lVIay thy filial piety find acceptance! " On 
another day a bomb-shell fell on the wooden roof of the hut 
occupied by Jenab-i-J{-zuld'l/'s. lVIulla lVIul).ammad ~adi~J 
who was better known as M'ltlj;addas-i-Kllltrasanf, involun
tarily sprang up, crying, "0 my master, quit thy place!" 
But the other answered composedly, "If the Beloved of all 
worlds desires that we should fall by a bullet, then why 
should we fiee, our object being gained? But if He desire 
it not, then shall we assuredly not be slain ; wherefore then 
should we move?" Jenab-i-fflulj;addas-i-I{fwrasan{ used to 
declare that forthwith the projectile rose up from the ground • 
and burst in the air, and this notwithstanding the fact that 
bomb-shells commonly enter the ground where they faU, 
and then leap back and burst. 

So every day the final catastrophe drew nearer, and ever 
the royalist troops devised some fresh plan for capturing 
the Castle.' Amongst other devices, they had some while 
before dug a mine under one of the towers, charged it with 
powder, fired it, and destroyed the tower; but during the 
following night the garrison, at the command oftheirillus
trious chief, rebuilt it, and completed it ere dawn ... Now 
again in these last days they made a mine under one· of the 
walls of the Castle, placed therein a cauldron full of powder, 
and fired it, thus destroying the wall. Jenab-i-.(ittdd'llS, 
being informed of this, said, "Do not rebuild it, for when 
we bade you repair the breach in the tower we had need of 
it for other six months, but now we need these things no 
longer. Let two marksmen sit there; so shall none be 
able to approach or enter in." 

6-2 
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'fhe first attempt of the enemy to storm the fortress 
was made on the covered way I. As soon as they ap
proached the Castle in force, fifteen [mounted] men [a.nd 
five] on foot sallied forth and. attacked them. Many of the 
soldiers were slain, and amongst them fell the Sardar 'Ab
du'llah Khan. Of the defenders only two were killed. 
'fhe attacking force retired in despair, while the garrison 
collected the bodies of their slain, and carried them into 
the Castle. The disastrous result of the attack on the 
covered way was openly admitted in the royalist camp, but 
nevertheless, seeing that the garrison did not repair the 
breach in the walls, they again prepared to make an at
tempt to carry the Castle by stonil. I t was arranged by 

. the royalist leaders that there should be five standards, 
and that to him who should first succeed in planting one of 
them on the Castle wall should be awarded a sum of five 
hundred t1tmans, to the second four hundred, and to each 
subl:iequent one a hundred Mmuns less, by which arrange
ment the bearer of the last standard would receive one 
hundred t'llmans. 'fhey then disposed the artillery, mar
shalled out seven thousand regulars, horse and foot, and 
boldly began the advance. 1Vhen they were come llear to 
the Castle, the first standard-bearer succeeded in planting 
his standard Oll the ramparts, but a bullet struck his foot 
and he fell. He bravely regained his feet, but a second 
shot struck him in the breast, and he fell down headlong 
with his standard. The defenders of the Castle, hungry 
and barefooted as they were, hurled themselves upon the 
enemy sword in hand, and displayed that day a courage 
and heroism which the world had never before seen, and 
which must appear to such as consider it little short of 
miraculous. So fiercely did they drive back that mighty 
host that many even of the bravest and boldest were uu-

I Kuclu!-i-salclmat. 

CAPITUJ~ATION OF THE CASTLE. 8 • D. 

able to escape from their hands, while the rest, overcome 
with panic, could neither fight nor flee. 

That night the chiefs of the besieging army met in 
council. "We cannot," said they, "carry the Castle by 
storm; every attempt to do so results only in defEmt, dis
grace, and useless loss of life." Even Suleyman Khan 
Afshar, a man wise in council and skilled in war, who had 
been sent from Teheran to take the Castle at all hazards, 
gave up in despair, and retired to 'Alf-abad with the in
tention of returning [to the capital]. The Prince and 
'Abbas-l.{ulf Khan also declared in the despatches which 
they forwarded to the King that in spite of the most 
strenuous efforts the troops could gain no advantage, and 
that it appeared certain that there was but little chance of 
their obtaining a victory. So the Prince, despairing of 
effecting aught by force, again resorted to a stratagem, and 
wrote to Jenub-i-¥udd'lts as follows :-" Seek not to inflict 
further hurt on the Musulmans. For nine months have 
both l:iides been engaged in hostilities without any truce or 
respite. We now consent to abandon all thought of war, 
and, for the sake of peace, to agree to what terms you may 
propose." , 

Wheu Jenab-i-¥udd'lts had read this letter, he said, 
"Although he meditates treachery, and designs to shed the 

. blood of these innocelltpeople, yet,since his designs accord 
with destiny, and since we desire but to die and escape 
from this transitory world, we will even suffer his schemes 
to prevail." rfherefore he wrote in reply, "If you will 
guarantee our safety and let us pass without molestation, 
we will depart out of your land and go into another 
country." 

The Prince, on reCeIvmg this letter, rejoiced exceed
ingly, and both he and 'Abbas-~uH Khan swore on the 
~ur'au to respect the terms of the treaty, which contained 
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the following clause :-" '1'0 whatsoever place ye (lcsirc to 
go, none shall let or hinder you in any way." Moreover 
the Prince [sent a horse, and] expressed a great wish to 
meet Jenf(b-i-l{ltddzts, who, Qut of respect for the l;{ur'an 
on which the oaths were sworn, agreed to the proposals 
made, saying, "Although his object is evident "~[and his 
treachery clear to our minds (for he has made the Word of 
God the instrument of his guile, and will in no wise abide 
by the J..{ur'an, or his word, oath, treaty, and covenant) yet 
we would rather lose our lives than fail in respect for God's 
Word, and will therefore accede to his invitation, and, of 
our own free will, tread submissively this path of agony."]* 

So the horse was sent for Jenub-i-l{udd1ls, and he 
mounted it, and came forth with such of his men as still 
survived, two hundred and thirty in all, walking on his 
right hand and on his left. Outside the camp a place had 
been prepared for them, and there they alighted. 'rhen a 
messenger came from the Prince to Jenab-i-({uddzl's, say
ing, "Bither permit me to pay you a short visit here, or 
else be kind enough to come to me, that we may converse 
together for a while, and arrange some plan for your de
parture." So Jenub-'i-({uddzts, with fourteen (or, as some 
say, seven) others, came to the Prince's quarters. 

After the interchange of the usual compliments, the 
Prince requested Jenab-i-l{lldd1tS to order his followers to 
lay down their arms, because these were a menace and a 
cause of fear to the troops. '1'his request he urged so 
persistently that Jenab-i-l{1ldd1lS finally sent orders to his 
men to lay aside their weapons, which orders were cheer
fully and willingly obeyed. 'l'l18n the soldiers gathered 

,If [ still, that we fail not in respect for the J}:ur'tlll, or 
in readiness to respond to his overtures, it is good for us to 
tread submissively this path of agony.]* 

~IASSACRE OF THE GARRISON. 87 

up the arms and weapons and bore them away. Before this· 
was done the Prince had ordered breakfast to be brought 
for the Babis. But when these sat down unarmed to 
eat, the soldiers surrounded them and fired a volley upon 
them, and then rushed in amongst the survivors, giving 
them for refreshment the draught of martyrdom. '1'hen 
they seized Jenab-i-l{llddlts and those who were with him. 
A strange hospitality and welcome did they shew to these 
poor people! After they had for three months suffered such 
hunger that they would eagerly eat grass, and even that 
failed them, they were bidden on the W md of God to a 
feast, yet ere they had tasted a single morsel their hunger 
was appeased with bullets! And so much of their blood 
was collected in a hollow of the ground that the truth of a 
tradition which affirms that in that land shall be such 
bloodshed that a horse shall wade knee-deep in gore was 
made manifest. 

N ext day the royalists fell on the Castle, and carried 
off as plunder all the goods and chattels which were thereiil. 
After this they moved their camp from that place, carrying 
with them in shameful bonds Jenub-i-l{lldd1.'[s, Mirza 
:Muhammad Hasan the brother of Je1lftb-i-Babu'l-Bub, 
Muila Muha~mad Sadik of Khurasan*, Haji Mirza Mu-.. .. , 
hammad Hasan of Khurasan, Sheykh Ni'niatu'llah of Amul, 

Raji Na~i~' of ~azvin,Mulla Yusuf of Ardabil, A1.raSeyyid 
(Abdu'l-'A~im t[ofKhlly]t, and several others. 'rhey beat 
the drums to celebrate their victory, and displayed such 
pride in their prowess that one would have supposed that 
they had either retaken from Russia the territories once 
owned by Persia, or obtained some great victory over the 
English, which had placed them in possession of India, or 

oll'[Mirza Mul}.ammad ~adi1.r of Khurasan]* 
t [of Maragha]t 
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annexed BalilChil'ltan, Afghanistan, Balkh, and Bukhara, or' 
recovered their captives from the'l\ll'comans, or won from 
the 'l\uks Baghdad, Kerbela, and Nejef, and brought back 
with them as prisoners of war many a proud Pasha. and 
great captain. 

When these few half-famished men, who for three 
months had suffered such pangs of hunger as can scarcely 
be conceived, were brought in <to Barfurush>, the people 
decorated the city and made great rejoicings. Jenab-i
¥udcMs on his arrival in the city besought the Prince to 
send him to the capital, to be dealt with by the King him
self, and to receive judgement according to the right. r.L1he 
Prince at first acceded to his request, but when the Sa'[du'l
'Ula11la heard that he had done so,he sent him a message, 
saying, "Beware that you meddle not in this matter, for he 
is a plausible fellow and hath a specious tongue; should he 
be suffered to appear before His Majesty the King, he will 
assuredly succeed in misleading him. Send him tQ me, 
and I will give you a thousand Utmans." . So the Prince' 
accepted the thousand (or, according to another account, 
four hundred) ttt17lll']zS, and delivered over Jenab-i-Kttddus 
to the Sa'[du'l-' Ulamli. . 

N ow when Jenab-i-¥udd7tS was brought in before him, 
the Sa'[dll' l-' Ukt1na abused him right foully and entreated 
him most cruelly. With his own hands he first cut off 
both his ears, and then struck him on the crown of the 
head with an iron axe which he held in his hands, which 
blow caused his death. After that, a st.udent severed his 
holy head from his body in the midst of the market-place *. 
'fhen the Sa'[dn'l-' Ulama commanded that his body should 

* [And when they slew him no blood came forth from 
his body. So they told this to the Sa'{du'l-'Ulctma. And 
he said, "He was afraid, and his blood left him."] * . 
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be burned. So they tried to set fire to it· by kindling dried 
rice-stalks. *[ According to the account given by Hajf 
Mirza .J ani, not even the blazing fire thus kindled would 
burn those holy remains. Some firmly believe this, and 
regard it as an assured fact; but the writer of these pages 1 

regards fire as a thing which must in its very nature burn, 
and is essentially a consumer; that this natural quality 
should be taken from it appears to him impossible. . But 
God knows best, and the responsibility for this narrative 
lies on the narrator. Haji Mirza .J ani further writes that 
when they saw this they informed the Sa'[dn'l-'Ulama.]* 
He, fearing lest men might now condemn his action, bade 
them go at once and cut the body in pieces and scatter 
them in the fields. And they did as he commanded. But 
at night t certain of the faithful, not known to men as 
such, watched their opportunity, and came and gathered 
UlJ the fragments of the body, and buried them in a ruined 
college. [Haji Mirza J ani writes :-] "A believer whose 
words are worthy of all credence narrated as follows:
'One day, before ever these matters were talked of, I was 
in the c9mpany of that holy man. We were taking a walk 
in the country, and in the course of it chanced to pass by 
the gate of that same ruined college. He, speaking of the 

* [But the fire would not cOl1sumeit. 'l'hey secretly 
told the i'eJ'a' [dn' l-' Ulwna of this.] l, 

t [according to Haji Mirza Jalli'S account,]t 

1 A part of the pat:\sage from L. inserted here in the text has 
been erased in the original 1\1S. by a stroke of the pen; but, not
withstanding this, it is easily legible. The erasure begins at the 
words "but the writer (musawwid) of these pages ... ", and 
extends to the words "Haji Mirza Hni further writes that ... II. 
Very probably the passage in L. is an interpolation of the 
copyist, and was deleted by a former possessor of the MS., who 
disapproved of such scepticism. 
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vicissitudes of the world, said by way of illustmtion, "'rhis 
college, for instance, was once frequented and flourishing, 
and is now desolate and ruined. After a while some illus
trious man will be buried here, men will come from afar 
to visit the place, and once again it will flourish.'" So 
likewise in the year of his martyrdom, before he went to 
Klnm1san, he chanced one day to pass with a companion 
through the square in which he suffered death. His eyes 
happening to fall on a heap of dried rice-stalks, he re
marked, "rhis very year they will filay a certain holy man 
in this very spot after the vilest fashion, and will attempt 
to burn his body with these very rice-stalks, but the fire 
will be ashamed to touch it, though this people 'rill not 
he ashamed.' 'rhen he heaved a deep sigh aud was 
silent." 

So likewise in the exhortation known as "the ]~ternal 
·Witness \" which he wrote while on his way to Khnrasan 
to Jenub-i-JJabn'l-Brib, auel wherein, besi(les foreshadow
ing his own martyrdom, he clearly made knowll to him 
how he should die together with seventy ~ just an(l 
righteous men, he wrote, "I shall bury my body 'rith my 
own handfi," by whidl expression he Fiigllified that none:l 

would bury him [but that one of themselves would succeed 
in accomplishing hifi interment]. Again in that same year 
he had tepeatedly said to his sister and his step~niother, 
" 'rhis year all manuer of troubles will befall you by reason 
of the love ye bear me, but be ye patient amI thankful 
when affliction comes and the predestined blow falls, and 
display resignation and fortitude." 'rhere is also a well
authenticated tradition to the effect that a bearded woman 
·of .Jewish extraction called Sa'i(la slutll compass the martyr-

1 See p. 44, S1lprcc 

2 See p. 44, 11. 3, sup1·n. 
3 i.e. 110 l\Iusulman. 
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dom of the J.{a'im 1 with an iron pestle in Faran ll of Teheran. 
And since Jenab-i-l{nddus had a.risen to proclaim this 
teaching, he was in a sense Lord of the Dispensation, even 
as it runs in the tradition. And by "the bearded Sa'ida" 
the 8a'fdu' l-' Ula1Jui appears to be meant, for he lacked all 
virtues of manhood and was probably effeminate in the 
worst sense 3. And the "iron pestle" was that same iron 
axe wherewith he smote the head of his illustrious victim, 
while as to his being a recent convert to Islam and of 
Jewish extraction there is no doubt, this fact being well
known % to all the people of Mazandaran. Moreover, after 
the martyrdom of Jenab-i-lr'lldd1.cs the 8a'fdu' 1-C Ulama 
suffered a grievous punishment. For God deprived his 
body of the element of heat, so that in mid-summer, even 
while the sign of the Lion was dominant, two iron chafing
dishes filled with glowiilg fire were brought with him 
whenever he weut to the mosque, and, although he always 
wore a sheep-skin cloak over his vest, and over the sheep
skin a thick mantle, he would make haste· to finish his 
prayers, and at once return to his home. And on his 
arrival there, they would put the chafing-dishes under a 
kurs[4 aJld' cover him with maily thick quilts, yet still his 
body would shiver and shake under the kUJ"Sl by reason of 

* [by diverse indications and signs] * 
1 "He who is to arise", i.e. the Mahdi. 
2 The arabicized form of the Mount Paran of the Old Testa

ment. L.'s reading, Fara, seems to be a mere slip. 
3 In the original, "'lOa ghalib41t zan-{abi'at bUdand." 
4 The lcursi, much used by the Persians in cold weather, is 

like a low table under which a chafing-dish filled with burning 
charcoal is placed. The legs are put beneath it, and the re
mainder of the body, supported by pillows, is protected from the 
cold with rugs and quilts. 
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the cold. So by reason of his lack of caloric and heat
producing power also one may describe him as bereft of 
virility and manhood. 

At all events it appears that after the martyrdom of 
Jenab-i-.((udd7ls, a pious divine, I-Iaji Mu:Q.ammad 'Ali 
~amza'i by name, whose skill in exegesis and spiritual 
gIfts were recognized by all, secretly sent several persons 
to bury the mutilated remains in the ruined college already 
mentioned. And he, far from approving the Sa'fdll'l
'Ulama's conduct, used to curse and revile him antI never . ' 
hImself pronounced sentence of death against any Babi, 
but on the contrary used to obtain decent burial for those 
slain by the Sa'fdll'l-' Ulama. And when men questioned 
him concerning the garrison of the Castle, he would reply, 
"I do not condemn them or speak evil of them." Por this 
reason half of Barfurllsh remained neutral I , for at first he 
used to forbid men to traduce or molest the Babis, though 
later, when the trouble waxed great, he deemed it prudent 
to be silent and shut himself up in his house. N oW his 
austerity of life, piety, learning, and virtue were as well 
known to the people of Mazandaran as were the irreligion, 
immorality, and worldliness of the Sa'fdll'l-' Ulama. 

"The .doctor oft of wisdom hath no share, 
And is but wisdom's guardian, not its heir. 
, JVhich beareth books 2,' saith God. A mere dead load 
Is knowledge which is not by Him bestowed. 
A sword in savage hands is not more dire 
A danger than the knowledge fools acquire! 
Rank, wealth, authority, and scripture lore 
In evil hands cause only strife and war. 

1 Literally "silent." 
2 This alludes to }5:ur'an, lxii, 5, where the Jews are reproved 

for their rejection of Mu~ammad in these words, "Those unto 
whom the Pentateuch was committed, and who observed it not, 
are like unto an ass which beareth books, &c." 
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When e'er the unjust judge controls the pen 
80me Man~ur 1 dies upon the gallows then.' 
Whene'er fools wield authority, God's Word 
, Tlwy slay tILe prophets 2' is a thing assured."3 
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Since an attempt to describe even in outline and in 
the most concise manner possible all that relates to the 
garrison of the Castle would lead us too far beyond our 
original design, and would even then tell but a tithe of 
what took place, we must perforce content ourselves with 
giving for illustration brief and succinct accounts of some 
few individuals only. 

<Account of lI:l[rJ'za lIIll1.Ul/lnmad /fasan, tlte brotlter of 
lIIztlltt Jl~tseyn. > 

Amongst these was Mirza Mul).ammad I:Iasan, the 
[younger] brother of Jenab-i-Babll' 1-Bab. The late Haji 
:Mirza J ani writes, "I myself met him when he was brinO'inO' . ·0 0 

his mother and sister from Kerbela to ~azvin and from 
~{azvin to'reheran. His sister was the wife of Sheykh Abll 
'!1urab of ~azvin, who was a scholar and philosopher such 
as is rarely ,met with, and believed with the utmost sin
cerity and purity of purpose, while such was his love and 
devotion to the Bab that if anyone did so much as mention 
the name of His Supreme Holiness (the souls of all beside 
him be his sacrifice!) he could not restrain his tears. Often 

1 I:Iuseyn b. Mansur-i-I:Iallaj (the wool-carder) was a cele
brated ~uf.( who wandered about teaching the most exalted 
mysticism till he was finally sentenced to death by the' Ulama at 
Baghdad, and there hanged or crucified in the year A.H. 309 
(A.D. 922). He was condemned on a charge of blasphemy, 
because in one of his mystical ecstasies he had cried out" Ana 
'l-lfalflf" (i.e. "I am God"). 

2 ~ur'an, iii, 108. 
3 This quotation is from the Masnavi. 
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have I seen him, when engaged in the perusal of the writings 
of His Supreme Holiness, become almost beside himself 
with rapture, and nearly faint with joy. Of his wife he 
used to say, 'I married her three years ago in Kerbela. 
She was then but an indifferent scholar even in Persian, 
but now she can expound texts from th_e l\ur'an and 
explain the most difficult questions and most subtle points 
of the doctrine of the Divine Unity in snch wise that I 
have never seen a man who was her equal in this, or in 
readiness of apprehension. rrhese gifts she has obtained 
by the blessing of His Holiness the Supreme and through 
converse with Her Holiness the Pure l (upon whom be the 
splendour of God !). I have seen in her a patience and 
resignation rare even in the most self-denying men, for 
during these three years, though I have not sent her a 
single d£n({}' for her expem;es, and she has supported herself 
only with the greatest difficulty, she has never uttered a 
word; and now that she has come to rreheran she refrains 
altogether fi'0l11 speakillg of the past, and though, in accord
ance with the wishes of Jenub-i-Bubn'l-Bub, she now 
desires to proceed to Khurasan,and has literally nothing 
to put on save the one well-worn dress which she weu,rs, she 
never asks for clothes or travelling-money, but ever seeks 
reasonable excuses wherewith to set me at my ease and 
prevent me from feeling ashamed~ Her purity, chastity, 
and virtue are boundless, and during all this while no 
unprivileged person hath so much as heard her voice 2

.' 

"But the virtues of the daughter were surpassed by 

1 ,len(tb-i-,-!,r11dra, i.e. I~urratu'l-'Ayll. 
2 This sister of l\Iulla I,fuseyn's may perhaps be the same 

who is known amongst the Babis as Jendb-i-j,faryam, one of 
whose poems-an imitation of the ghazal of Shams-i-Tabdz 
beginning, 'Bi-n'nuiy rukh, ki Mgh u gulist(inam (kzftst-is in 
my possession. 
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those of the mother, who possessed rare attaimn~nts and 
accomplishments, and had composed many poems and 
eloquent elegies on the affiictions of her sons. Although 
Jellub-i-Babn' l-Bab had warned her of his approaching 
martyrdom and foretold to her all the impending cala
mities, she still continued to exhibit the same eaO'er devo-

e> 

tion and cheerful resignation, rejoicing that God had 
accepted the sacrifice of her sons, and even praying that 
they might attain to this great dignity and not be deprived 
of so great blessedness. It is indeed wonderful to meditate 
on this virtuous and saintly family, the sons so conspicuous 
for their single-minded devotion and self-sacrifice, the 
mother and daughter so patient and resigned. When I, 
Mirza J ani, met Mirza Mul}.ammad I:Iasan he was but 
seventeen years of age, yet I observed in him a dignity, 
gravity, composure, and virtue which amazed me. After 
the death of Jenub-i-lNibu' l-lNib, If(f.,~Tat-i-lf'Udd{t.'; I be
stowed 011 him the sword. and turban of thatgloriotis 
martyr, and made him captain of the troops of the'frue 
King. As to his martyrdom, there is a difference of 
opinion as to whether he was slain at the breakfast-table 
in the cami), or suffered martyrdom with Jenab-i~K'llddus in 
the square of Barfurush." [But the more probabl~ version, 
which, indeed, amounts almost to a certainty, is that 'he 
suffered martyrdom with that holy man.] 

1 Although in this history the lower title of Jen(ib rather 
than the higher title of If aFat is generally given to Raji Mulla 
MuJ:tammad 'Ali of Barfnrush, amongst the early Babis generally 
the latter appears to have been accorded to him. /Jttbl~-i-Ezel, 
for instance, always spoke and wrote of him as llazrat-i-Kttddu8 . . . 
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[Account 0/ tke noble Ri~a Khan, and his cOlwage 
and devotion. ] . 

Amongst them also was Ri~a Khan, the son of M~
hammad Khan the T urkm an, Master of the Horse to Ius 
l~te Majesty Muhammad Shah. And he was a youth 
graceful of form, ~omely of face, endowed with all manner 
of talents and virtues, dignified, temperate, gentle, generou~, 
courageous, and manly. For the love and service of HIS 
Supreme Holiness he forsook both his post and his salary, 
and shut his eyes alike to rank and name, fame and shame, 
reproaches of friends and revilings of foes .. ~t the first 
step he left behind him dignity, wealth, posItion, and all 
the power and consideration which he enjoyed, spent lar~e 
sums of money (four or five thousand t{tmansat least) III 

the cause, and repeatedly shewed his readiness freely ~o lay 
down his life. One of these occasious was when HIS Su~ 
preme Holiness arrived at the village of Khallli~ ue.ar 
'l'eheran and to try the fidelity of his followers, I"ald, 
"Were there 'but a few horsemen who would deliver me 
from the bonds of the froward and their devices, it were 
not amiss." On hearing these words, several tried and 
expert horsemen, fully equipped and armed, at once 1>:e
paredto set out, and, renouncing all that they had, hastIly 
conveyed themselves before His Holiness. Amongst these 
were Mirza Kurban 'Ali of Astarabad and Ri~a Khan. 
When they w~re come before His Holiness, he smiled and 
said, "'1'he mountain of Azarbaijan 1 has also a claim on 
me," and bade them turn back. 

1 i.e. Makll on the frontiers of Azarbaijan, which the Bab in 
the Persian Beyan generally alludes to as "J abal-i . .J[il1L" (" the 

Mountain of M."). 
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After his return Ri~a Khan devoted himself' to 'the 
service of the friends of God, and his' house was 'often 
the meeting-place of the believers, amongst whom both 
Jenab-i-/{itddus and Jenab-i-Babu'l-Bab were for a while 
his honoured guests. Indeed he neither spared himself 
nor fell short in the service of any of this circle, but, not
withstanding his high position, strove with heart and soul 
to further the objects of God's servants. When, for in
stance, Jenab-i-J{1tddus first began to preach the doctrine 
in Mazandaran, and the Sa '{du' I", , Ulama, being informed 
of this, made strenuous efforts to do him injury, Ri~a 
Khan at once hastened to Mazandaran, and, whenever 
Jenab-i-J{uddus went forth from his house, used, in spite 
of his high position and the respect to which he was accus
tomed, to walk on foot before him with his drawn sword 
over his shoulder; seeing which the malignants feared to 
take any liberty. Whoever considers such behaviour fairly 
and without prejudice will surely allow that it is in itself . 
a thing transcending ordinary experience and beyond the 
measure of merely human strength. For no one would 
without good reason voluntarily forego the consideration 
and respect to which he is accustomed, incur the recrimina
tions and reproaches of his fellows, and walk alone, bare
footed and with drawn sword, before the horse of another 
amidst a host of foes, thereby placing his life in peril, had 
he not first clearly beheld the goal before him and recog
nized an object worthy of his endeavour. 'Alf, with all his 
might and valour, [and though it was well known to his 
companions that if he did but put his hand to the hilt of 
~u'l-Filp'irl he would drive a multitude from the world of 
Being to the realms of non-existence, and that none could 
withstand him, t and that when he went forth to fight in the 

1 The name of 'Ali's celebrated sword . 

N. H. 7 
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field of bat.tle he regarded t.he population of t.he whole world 
as naught and their existence as of none account, standing 
not in need of any help but God's, t neverthelessr said to 
his august companions :-

* [" Shave your heads, lay your naked swords across 
your shoulders, and come, so that, according to your re
quest, I may set myself to promote God's cause." In the 
morning, of all those followers, who in word had been so 
eager for that enterprise, only four came to the door of 
'Alf's abode. Of these four, only Salman had shaved his 
head and girded on his sword (and that secretly beneath 
his cloak); and yet he was accounted almost as one of 'Ali's 
household, while his life was far advanced towards its 
natural term, neither (lid he enjoy any special rank, power, 
or authority. Moreover he knew 'Ali to be both wrongerl 
and able to redress his wrongs, and yet he girded on his 
sword beneath his cloak! As for the other three followers, 
they were not even willing to give up the hair on their 
heads !]* So, then, for one in authority and in the prime 
of youth to renounce without constraint his life and all the 
good things of the world, to run with drawn sword over his 
shoulder before the horse of his beloved master, and to fear 
not a whole city-full of obstinate foes, is a thing which 

* [" Let. seven (or four) men accompany me to the 
mosque with drawn swords." Salman, who was preferred 
before the other followers in service and honour, and who 
knew 'Ali to be both wronged and able to redress his 
wrongs, and to have been the victim of an unlawful usurpa
tion, nevertheless girded on his sword secretly under his 
cloak, and this though his life had almost reached its 
natural term, neither did he enjoy any special rank, power, 
or authority.] * 

1 This passage occurs only in L., the words enclosed between 
daggers having been subsequently inserted in the margin. 
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transcends the strength of man, and hath not heretofore 
been heard or seen. 

To continue. For some while Ri~a Khan remained 
after this fashion in Mazandaran, until he accompanied 
Jenab-i-.(i1tddus to Mash-had. On his return thence he 
was present at the troubles at Badasht, where he performed_ 
the most valuable services, and was entrusted with the 
most important and delicate commissions. After the meet
i~g at Badasht was dispersed, he fell ill, and, in company 
wIth Mirza Suleyman-l.{ulf of Nllr (a son of the late 81ui,
tir-bash{\ also conspicuous for his virtues, learning, and 
devotion), came to Teheran. Ri~a Khan's illness lasted for 
some while, and on his recovery the war of the Castle <of 
'rabars! > had already waxed grievous. He at once deter
mined to go to the assistance of the garrison. Being, how
ever, a man of mark and well known, he could not leave 
the capital without giving some plausible reason. He there
fore pretended to repent his former course of action, and 

-begged that he might be sent to take part in the war 
in Mazandaran, and thus make amends for the past. The 
King granted his request, and he was appointed to accom
pany the force proceeding under Prince Mahdi-Kulf Mirza 
against the Castle. During the march thither h~ was con
tinually saying to the Prince, "I will do this," and " I will 
do that;" so that the Prince came to entertain high hopes 
of him, and promised him a post commensurate with his 
services, for till the, day when battle was inevitable and 
peace no longer possible he was ever foremost in the army 
and most active in ordering its affairs. 

But on the first day of battle he began to gallop his 
horse and practise other martial exercises, until, without 

1 The Slul{ir-brisM is the chief or superintendent of the foot~ 
men who run before the Shah on state occasions and clear the 
way for him. 

7-2 
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having aroused suspicion, he suddenly gave it free rein 
and effected a junction with the Brethren of Purity'. 
On arriving in their midst, he kissed the knee of Jenab-i
"{iuddus, and prostrated him$elf before him in thankfulness. 
Then he once more returned to the battle-field, and began 
to revile and curse the Prince, saying, "Who is man enough 
to trample under foot the pomp and circumstance of the 
world free himself from the bonds of carnal lusts, and join , 
himself, as I have done, to the saints of God? I for my 
part shall only be satisfied with my head when it falls 
stained with dust and blood in this plain." Then like a 
ravening lion he rushed upon them with naked brand, and 
quitted himself so manfully that all the royalist officers 
were astonished, saying, "Such valour must have been newly 
granted him from on high, or else a new spirit hath been 
breathed into his frame." For it happened more than once 
that he cut down a gunner as he was in the very act of 
firing his gun, while so many of the chief officers of the 
royalist army fell by his hand that the Prince and the 
other commanding officers desired more eagerly to revenge 
themselves on him than on any other of the Babis. There
fore, on the eve of the day appointed for Jenab-i-"{i'ltddus 
to surrender himself at the royalist camp, Ri~a Khan, 
knowing that because of the fierce hatred which they bore 
him they would slay him with the most cruel tortures, went . 
by night to the quarters of an officer in the camp who was 
an old and faithful friend and comrade. After the massacre 
of the other Babis, search was made for Ri~a Khan, and he 
was at length discovered. rrhe officer who had sheltered 
him proposed to ransom him for a sum of two thousand 
tumans in cash, but his proposal was rejected, and though 
he offered to increase the sum, and strove earnestly to save 

1 Ikhwanu'~-~afa, a name still often applied by the Babis to 
themselves. L., however, substitutes, "Friends of God". 
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his friend, it was of no avail, for the Prince, because of the 
exceeding hatred he bore Riza Khan, ordered him to be 
hewn in pieces. 

"E'en so, without a tear or smile, he sped; 
One spirit woke to life, another fled." 

< Account of Murshid.> 

Amongst the garrison of the Castle was another perSOll 
named Murshid, a notable scholar and mystic, remarkable 
alike for his intellectual and moral excellence, who had 
visited all parts of the world, associated with every class 
and circle of society, and was familiarly acquainted with 

. the most distinguished men of the capital. On the day 
when the royal troops took captive and massacred .the 
garrison of the Castle, violated their oath and covenant, 
and made manifest their infidelity and disbelief in the 
~ur'an, Murshid was amongst those whom they brought . 
bound before the Prince. Now Suleyfuan Khan I was an 
old and intimate friend of Murshid's, and, as soon as his 
eyes fell upon him, he said, "How came you to be involved 
in this peril'? rrhank God that I was here, else you would 
certainly not have escaped.!' Murshid answered, "If you 
desire to do me a friendly service such that I may bear you 
eternal gratitnde,do not intercede for me and thereby 
deprive me of the glory of martyrdom." Suleyman Khan, 
overcome with astonishment, strove by every means to dis
suade him from this course, but he only replied, "I have 
tasted to the full the bitter and sweet of life, its hot and 
cold, ·its ups and downs. I have trodden every path, held 
converse with every class, associated with men of every 

1 i.e. Suleyman Khan Afshar, who was sent to supersede 
Prince Mahdi-:&:uli Mirza in the actual command of the besieging 
force. See p. 85 8upra. 
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sort and condition, and sought to fathom every creed, but 
nowhere have I beheld the 'rruth save in this supre~e 
station where I have seen with mine eyes and heard wIth 
mine e~rs things passing description. For ~ while I have 
walked with these in the path of love and wIth them have 
trod its stages, and I would not leave them now. Suffer 
me, then, to bear them company, and set me free from the 

trammels of this life. 

e I know for sure that this my life is death; 
. My true life opens at my closing breath.'" 

So he would not suffer himself to be moved by Suleyman 
Khan's persuasions, but continued looking towards the e~e
cutioner and awaiting the death..:blow ; wherefore, seemg 
him so eager for the draught of martyrdom, they quenched 
his thirst with the bright sword. And Suleyman Khan 
and the other officers were amazed beyond description at 

his steadfastness. . 
So in like manner there was another, a mere youth, 

whom the Roldiers had hidden to save from death, [that 
advantage might accrue to them from his family.] But 
when his eyes fell on Jenab-i-J{uddus, whom they w~re 
leading away in fetters and chains, he was overcome WIth 
uncontrollable emotion, and cried out, "Would that I were 
blind that I might not see you thus!" 'rhenhebeganto 
weep' and cry out, saying, "Let me go to my master;" and 
though they bade him hold his peace and not make known 
his connection with the Babis, he did but cry the more, 
"Do ye not see that I am one of them?" until at length 
the others perceived the true state of the case, and bore 

him away to death. 
N ow as to the remnant of the faithful who were left 

alive, they brought them in fetters and chains to Barfurllsh. 
Some of them they sold, such as *[Mulla Mul}.ammad 

f·· 
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~adi~] * of Khurasan, A~a Scyyid 'A~im the 'rurk, Raji 
[Mirza] Na~ir of ~azvin, and Mirza I;£useyn of ~um I. 
Several were sent to Sari, and there suffered martyrdom; 
others were put to death at Barfun'lsh; while two more 
were sent to Amul. Of these latter, one was Mulla Ni'
matu'llah of Amul, a man skilled in philosophy and science, 
and endowed with singular virtues; the other was Mirza 
lVIul).ammad Ba~ir [of ~a'in] of Khurasan, who, apart 
from his learning, was a man of many arts and resources 
and very brave and valorous, and who had planned most 
of the strategical movements of the garrison. Mulla Ni'
matu'llah was first slain with every circumstance of cruelty 
and indignity, but when the headsman would have killed 
lVIfrza Ba~ir and began to mock and revile him, his anger 
blazed forth, and, calling to mind the Beloved of the worlds, 
he broke the bonds which confined his arms, plucked the 
knife from the headsman's hands, and smote him so sharply 
()n the neck that his head rolled away some ten or fifteen 
paces. 'fhe bystanders rushed upon him, but he despatched 
several of them to the hell whence they originally came, 
and wounde~ some others, until at length they shot the 
brave youth from afar off. Men and women marvelled at 
his courage and manhood, wondering how he was able thus 
to burst asunder those strong links of iron and oppose so 
fierce a resistance to a thousand foes allthirsting forhis 
blood. When he had fallen, they searched his pockets and 
found therein a little roasted horse-flesh t [which had be
come too dry for him to eat,] t and many a heart was moved 
at the thought of his courage and his afflictions 2. 

* [J enab-i-Mu~addas] * 
t [which he had not been able to eat] t 

1 Cf. my Traveller's Na1'rative, p. 129, n. 2. 
2 In the notes taken during one of my interviews with /3u,b~-
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[Acconnt of A!ca Seyyid A{unad of Sernnan and !tis 
circurnstances. ] 

Of the number of those brave warriors of truth who 
were most eminent for their attainments was A~a Seyyid 
Ahmad of Semnan, a preacher of incomparable eloquence 
and rare powers of diction and deli.very, ,;e11 .k.nown 
throughout all Mazandaran for his godlmess, ~ImphcIty of 
life virtue and piety. When he saw the faIthful belea
gu~red in the Castle of 'fabarsi, and ascertained them to be 
for the most part learned, wise, and virtuous beyond the 
generality of their fellows, he was convinced by his natural 
acuteness of apprehension that they would not hav~ em
barked on so hazardous an enterprise or have thus Impe
rilled their lives unless they had clearly recognized < in the 
new doctrine> something < worthy of their. self-devotio~ >. 
This was in the early days of the siege, before the garrIson 
of the Castle were subjected to a rigorous blo~kade. An~ 
the inhabitants of Shah-Mirza and Dasak-sar , two conSI
derable villages situated near to the Tomb of Sheykh 

i-Ezel at Famagusta I find the following, entry, w?i?h in some 
measure confirms what is here related :-' Mirza Balpr, who had 
been half-starved, and had had his nose cut off, was shot ?n the 
bridge at Amul, but not till he had wounded several of h18 foes 

with a knife." 
1 I am uncertain as to the correct spelling of this name, 

which is not clearly written in either MS. In C. it appears to 
c".... <,..... fi t 

stand as r- u"'J; in L. as r- tl:....J; but in either case the. rs 
letter may be a ,instead of a J. Perhaps it is the same VIllage 

as that called in the Rawfatu'ii-8afa ~I-" in the NasiMu't
Tawar'iM ~IJ, and by Gobinean (p. 202) Dask'es. In the 

Traveller'.~ Na?'ratit'e (vol. ii, pp. 177 and 190) I have trans
literated this name as Vasal-s, bnt this is merely conjectnral. 
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Tabarsf, moved by the same considerations as had influ
enced A~a Seyyid Al}.mad, resolved to enquire into the 
matter, and waited upon him to unfold their views. II I also," 
replied he, "am filled with wonder at their behaviour and . ' 
am much dIsposed to examine their doctrine, and discover 
what object they have in view." To this the others replied, 
" We entertain no doubt concerning your piety and wisdom, 
and if you, having visited them, affirm the truth of their 
claims, we too will join ourselves to them and help them, 
so far as lies in our power, with men and supplies." 

Now although at this time none dared so much as 
speak of the Babis, much less go to their stronghold and 
conv~rse with them, A~a Seyyid Al}.mad, actuated solely 
by Jus natural goodness and sincerity, manfully set out for 
the Castle to ascertain the truth of the matter. And it 

. had been agreed that, so soon as he should have satisfied 
himself, he should return and inform the others of the state 
of. the ca~e,. so that, if they held to their promise, they 
mIght all Jom the defenders of the Castle, and furnish them 
with supplies. So .A~a Seyyid Al}.mad, shutting his eyes 
to all worldly considerations, and impelled by zeal to dis
cover the truth, set his feet within that vortex of affliction. 
And when he was come thither, and had met and conversed 
with Jenab-i-{tttddus and others of the believers, the veil 
of doubt fell from his eyes, and he saw plainly that which 
he sought transcending the understandings of the wisest 
amongst mankind. So he believed with his whole heart , 
and thereafter turned not back from the path on which he 
had entered. 

.Then he sent word to the inhabitants of the two villages, 
saymg, 

" I That which my heart hath long essayed to find 
Is found at length, concealed this veil behind.'" 
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So the villagers began to make preparations to go to the 
Castle, but just at that time the troops hemmed it in 011 all 
sides, closing every avenue of approach, so that they were 
unable to reach it. Surely men care naught for religious 
truth, and are held back by the bonds of passion and self: .. 
interest from taking thought of spiritual things, for of 
those, whether wise or simple, who set themselves to en
quire into the matter not one but was convinced. 

"The physician of Love hath the healing breath of Christ, and 
is prone to heal, 

But how can he undertake the cnre of a pain which thou 
dost not feel 1 " 

Yet more wonderful than the events above described is 
the account of them given by 'Abbas .. ~uH Khan, with 
many expressions of admiration, to Prince Al~mad Mirza. 
The late Hajf Mirza J anf writes :-" About two years after 
the disaster of Sheykh '~'abarsf I heard one, who, though 
not a believer, was honest, truthful, and worthy of credit, 
relate as follows :-' We were sitting together when some 
allusion was made to the war waged by some of those pre
sent against 1fa~TCtt-i-J{uddusl and Jenab-i-Babu'l-Bab. 
Prince Ahmad Mirza and 'Abbas-Kulf Khan were amongst . . 
the company. The Prince questioned 'Abbas-~{ulf Khan 
about the matter, and he replied thus :-"The truth of the 
matter is that anyone who had not seen Kerbela would, if 
he had seen Tabarsf, not only have comprehended what 
there took place, but would have ceased to consider ie; 
and had he seen Mulla ljuseYll of Bushraweyh he would 

1 See n. 1 on p. 95 supra. 
2 i.e. the courage displayed by the Babis at Sheykh rabars! 

and the affiictions endured by them resembled, but far surpassed, 
the fortitude and the sufferings of the Imam I;!useyn and his 

followers at Kerbela. 

A TRIBUTE OF PRAISE FROM THE FOE.' ]07 

have been convinced that the Chief of Martyrs 1 had 
returned to earth; *[ and had he witnessed my deeds he 
w?uld assuredly have said, 'This is Shimr come back 
wIth . swor~ and lance.']* I swear by the sacred plume 2 

of HIS Majesty the .Centre o~ the Universe that one day 
Mull a I;Iuseyn, havmg on hIS head a green turban and 
over his shoulder a shroud, came forth from the Castle 
stood forth in the open field, and [leaning on a lance whicJ~ 
he held in his h~nd] said, ' 0 people, why, without enquiry, 
and und~r the mfiuence of passion and prejudiced misre
p~esentatlOn, do ye act so cruelly towards us, and strive 
wIthout cause to shed innocent blood? Be ashamed before 
the Creator of the universe, and at least give us passage, 
that w~ m~y dep.art out of this land [to Europe, or'l'urkey, 
~r IndIa.] Seemg that the soldiers were moved, I opened 
nre, and ordered the troops to shout so as to drown his 
voice. Again I ~aw t[him lean on his lance and cry, 'Is 
there a~y who wIll help me?' three times], tso that all 
heard Ins cry. At that moment all the soldiers were silent 
[and some began to weep], and many of the horsemen wer~ 
visibly affec~ed. Fearing that the army might be seduced 
from their allegiance, I again ordered them to fire [and . 
sh?ut].. 'l'hen I saw Mnlla I;Iuseyn unsheath his sword, 
faISe ]ns face towards heaven, and exclaim, ' 0 God, I have 
completed the proof to this host, but it availethnot:rl'hen 
he began to attack us on the right and on the left. I swear 
by God that on that day he wielded the sword in such 

* ['Abbas-.({"ltl£ IOdin's description of lIfztll{i f,iuseyn's 
putl'y into the field of b(tttle. ] * 

t [that his voice was raised] t 

1 i.e. the Imam I;Iuseyn. 
2 Jilfa, properly the aigrette worn by the Shah in the front 

of his kulaA 
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wise as transcends the power of man. Only the horsemen 
of Mazandanin held their ground and refused to flee. And 
when Mulla ij:useyn was well warmed to the fray he over
took a < fugitive> soldier.' The soldier sheltered himself 
behind a tree, and further strove to shield himself with his 
musket. Mulla ij:useyn dealt at him such a blow with 
his sword that he clave him and the tree and the musket 
into six pieces 1. And during all that war not once was his 
sword-stroke at fault, but every blow which he struck fell 
true. And by the nature of their wounds I could recognize 
all whom Mulla ij:useyn had cut down with his sword *, 
[and since I had heard and knew that none could rightly 
wield the sword save the Chief of Believers 2

, and that it 
was <well-nigh> impossible for sword to cut so true,] 
therefore I forbade all who were aware of this thing to 
mention it or make it known, lest the troops should be 
discouraged and should wax faint in the fight. But in 
tnith I know not what had been shewn to these people, 
or what they had seen, that they came forth to battle 
with such alacrity and joy, and engaged so eagerly 
and gladly in the strife, without displaying in their 
countenances any trace of fear or apprehension. One 
would imagine that in their eyes the keen sword and 
blood-spilling dagger were but means to the attainment 
of everlasting life, so eagerly did their necks and 
bosoms welcome them as they circled like salamanders 
round the fiery hail of bullets. And the astonishing thing 
was that all these men were scholars and lUen of learning, 
sedentary recluses of the college and the cloister, delicately 
nurtured and of weakly frame, inured < indeed> to austeri-

*[knowing it to be the blow of his hand]* 

1 i.e. he cut each of them in two. 
l! 'Ali b. Abi Talib, the first Imam. 
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ties, but strangers to the roar of cannon, the rattle of mus
ketry, and the field of battle. During the last three months 
of the siege, moreover, they were absolutely without bread 
and water, and were reduced to the extreme of weakness 
through lack of even such pittance of food as is sufficient 
to sustain life. Notwithstanding this, it seemed as if i~ 
time of battle a new spirit was breathed into their frames 
insomuch that the imagination of man cannot conceive th~ 
vehemence of their courage and valour, rrhey used to 
expose their bodies to the bullets and cannon-balls not 
only ~earlessly and courageously, but eagerly and joyously, 
seemmg to regard the battle-field as a banquet, and to be 
bent on casting away their lives 1," , " 

In short, seldom has the eye of time beheld or the his
torian been called upon to record events so wondrous or 
afflictions so dire as those which befell these devoted be
lievers in Mazandaran. And withal these men were for 
the most part honourable amongst their people, delicately 
nurtured m the lap of luxury, accustomed to comfort if not 
to . splendour, highly considered and esteemed by their 
n~lghbours, and in the enjoyment of fame, influence, and 
h.lgh authority. Yet they manfully severed all worldly 
tIes, abandoned every hope and ambition of their own and 
for ni?-emonths were exposed to all manner of afflictions, 
suffermg such long stress of hunger that they were content 
t? eat grass and the flesh of horses and to drink each day a 
smgle cup of warm water. Yet, so far from complaining or 

1 $ubll-i-Ezel informed me that on one occasion when some 
of the clergy of N ttr began to revile Mullft J;Iuseyn in the presence 
of 'Abbas-~uli Khan, he said-

• ..\.Z. d J .:...:5' J J'. c.r~ J J" J) 1..1i Ula.(' ~ 

"There is no occasion for reviling: he was a brave man who 
slew and was slain." , 
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sorrowing, they endured patiently and even joyfully, not 
swerving aside by so much as a hair's breadth from the path 
which they so steadfastly followed, and attaining to heights 
of constancy whereof the lowest degree transcends the 
imagination of saints and apostles. The pen is powerless 
to describe the full measure of their high -souled devotion 
and heroism, but a sufficient hint of it has been given 
in this brief narrative to prevent tho uninformed from re
garding this episode as a matter of small consequence, or 
imagining that it was but men of mean position who, 
misled by idle dreams, suffered themselves to be slain. 
Let this much at least be known and recognized, that these 
were men of consequence and the best of every class, and 
that they, disregarding all worldly considerations, did, 
being of full knowledge and understanding, voluntarily 
and cheerfully lay down their lives in the way of the 
Beloved. 

N ow these events took place in the fifth I year of the 
Manifestation, corresponding to the year A.H. 12642

, and 
the period of their duration [from first to last] was nine 
months [or even more]. 

1 C. has "third". The fifth year of the Manifestation began 
on the Nawrllz of A.H. 1264 (about March 21st, A.D. 1848). Cf. 
Tmvellm)s Narrative, p. 425. 

2 C. has" A.H. 1263". The troubles in Jl.Iazandaran began 
towards the end of the year A.H. 1264 (autumn of A.D. 1848) 
and lasted till Rama~an or Shawwal A.H. 1265 (July or August 
1849). 

i 
I 

I 

I 
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CONVERSION OF SEYYID YAl:lYA OF DARAB. III 

[Account of the Episode of the learned, vi1,tuous, and incom
parable .A~a Seyyid Ya~ya, the possessor of divine 
gifts of the hig/~est order, tlw strenuous striver after 
knowledge, who went to Fars to seek after the trzttlt, 
(tnd proved His Sltpreme Holiness, until at length lie 
1'e(whed tlw Ilaven of faitlt; and ltow Iw went tlwnce 
to Yezd, and there set up tlte standard, and tlwnce to 
Nlrlz; and of the circumstances incidental to all this.] 

Yet more wonderful than the Mazandaran episode is 
that which befell A~a Seyyid Ya1.tya of Darab, son of the 
late A~a Seyyid J a'far-i-Kashff. And he was eminent 
amongst divines and thinkers, divinely gifted with super
lUl,tural faculties, notable for his sanctity, and unrivalled in 
austerity of life and piety. N ow when he heard the report 
of the Manifestation, he went to Shfraz expressly to enquire 
into the matter. rrhere he met with a certain eminent and 
illustrious divine who is in truth learned in Divine Know
ledge and wise in the wisdom of the Eternal, one whose 
being is all ever-stirring sea harbouring ideas bright 'aA 

pearls. But men know him not by this name < of Babi >, 

for the All-Wise hath till now kept him under the shadow 
of Ris protection for the' perfecting and training ofRis 
servants, the guidance of such as wander in the wilderness 
of search into the straight highway of knowledge, and the 
deliverance from error of such as seek after truth. With 
this illustrious personage and several other. learned and 
pious believers did this thirsty pilgrim in the path of 
enquiry meet on his arrival at Shfraz .. He was eager to 
obtain forthwith an interview with the Bab, but per
mission was for sundry reasons deferred, and Seyyid 
Ya1.tya spent this interval in examining some of the sacred 
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writings. Finding in them no ground for objection or de
nial, he said in confidence to the illustrious divine already 
referred to, "These luminous words bear witness to the 
truth of the claim, and leave no room for doubt; yet were 
it permitted to me to behold some miracle or sign beyond 
this, I should gain a fuller assurance." To this the other 
answered, "For such as have like us beheld a thousand 
marvels stranger than the fabled cleaving of the moon to 
demand a miracle or sign from that Perfect rrruth would 
be as though we should seek light from a candle in the full 
blaze of the radiant sun: 

'In presence of the sun's effulgence bright 
Should we from lamp or candle seek for light, 
'T would surely he an act as vain as rude, 
A proof of folly and ingratitude. 
The sun, in sooth, requires no further sign 
Than the slant sun-hearn's long-protracted line.'l" 

So Alp), Seyyid Ya:Q.ya set down in writing several hard 
questions oellis own devising, and one night, about five 
hours after sun-set, sent this paper by means of the eminent 
divine afore-mentioned to His Supreme Holiness. In the 
morning the messenger brought the answer, wherein were 
nearly three thousand verses of texts and explanations 
sufficient to dispel all doubts. No sooner had A~a Seyyid 
Ya:Q.ya glanced at these than he was filled with wonder, and 
said to that illustrious divine, "I have beheld a marvel a 
hundred-thou sand-fold beyond what I sought, for, with all 
my learning and scholarship, I spent nine whole days in 
writing one single page of questions containing not more 
than twelve lines. Most wonderful, therefore, does it seem 
to me that over two thousand verses and illustrations of 
such exceeo.ing eloquence ano. beauty of style should be 
revealed and written down during five or six hours of the 

1 This quotation is from the J{asna'vi. 
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latter part of the night, which is the time for His Holiness' 
repose." ' " 

When, therefore, A~a Seyyid Ya:Q.ya had well consi
dered that writing, if. [and the solutions therein offered of 
the hard questions which he had propounded, his doubts 
were completely removed];" and, after a sojourn of some 
little while, during which the honour of an interview was 
accorded to him, he received permission to depart, and set 
out for Yezd. The late Haji Mirza Jani writes "Aka 
Seyyid Ya:Q.ya, agreeably to the behest of His Supre~e Hoii-. 
~ess, came from Yezd to Teheran, and it was during this 
JOluney that I had the honour of meeting him. It was at a 
season when snow had covered the earth, the airwasbitter 
cold, and snow and rain threatened travellers with destruc
tion and rendered locomotion almost impracticable. N ever
theless I beheld in him a blitheness and content which knew 
no limit. I once demanded of him in the course of conver
sation what had been the means of his conversion, and how' 
he had come to believe. His answer was as follows :-' After 
the report of the Manifestation had been spread abroad, 
men would ask of me, "What say you of him 1 ? " to which 
I was forced to reply, "Not having seen him, what can 
I say? When I have seen him, and ascertained somewhat 
about him, I shall be able to impart to you what I have 
~mderstood." After a while I set outfoi' Shiraz to enquire 
mto the matter. In the first interview with His Holiness 
wherewith I was honoured, I spoke, after the manner of 
divines, in a somewhat arrogant fashion, asking numerous 
questions, and eonducting myself haughtily, as men of 
learning are wont to do. His Holiness answered me' but , , 

* [he at once believed and prostrated himself in wor
ship]* 

1 i.e. the Bah. 

N. H. 8 
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my eyes being still covered with a veil of egotism and self
approval, his words found no favour in my sight. I began to 
be somewhat sorry that I had troubled myself to no purpose, 
and fruitlessly undertaken so long and tedious a journey, 
though His Holiness smiled upon me, and treated me very 
graciously. On returning to my lodging, I said to some of 
his disciples who were profoundly versed in knowledge, 
" You are far wiser and more learned than this youth; for 
what reason do you acknowledge the truth of his claim and 
admit the cogency of his proofs?" "If you will but be 
patient," answered they, "for a little while, you too will 
confess and yield." I wished to return to my home, and 
was actually intending to start, but my companions pre
vented me, saying," You too will be fully convinced." 
I enquired on what grounds they based their belief. 'rhey 
replied, "Experience has taught us that anyone whom His 
Holiness receives graciously, and to whom he shews affec
tion, is in the end invariably persuaded, even though he be 
filled with antagonism and aversion; while, on the other 
hand, anyone on whom His Holiness looks not favourably 
turns aside, even though at first he incline to believe." 

" 'To be brief, one night His Holiness summoned me, 
and, after receiving me very graciously, said, "What dost 
thou desire of me ? " I replied, "I am a man of learning, 
and learning is my daily bread. I have in mind several 
questions, the which should you be able to solve I shall 
know that the Point of Knowledge is yours." "Write 
down your questions," said he, "that I may answer them 
in writing." N ow I had in mind three questiuns. 'l\YO of 
these I wrote down and handed to His Holiness, who a.t 
once took a pen, and, without reflection or hesitation, wrote, 
as fast as pen could travel, answers of surpassing merit. 
'rhen he took another sheet of paper and wrote, "'11he third 
question which you have in your mind is this, and this is 
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-its answer." When I had considered these full and suffi
cient answers, and the reply given to the question which 
I had in my mind (which I regarded as more weighty and 
-important than the other two, but deemed unanswerable), 
I submitted so entirely to the power of attraction and influ
ence which he possesses that at a mere hint on his part I am 
proud and glad to undertake a journey in this cold winter 
weather, my only hope being that he will of his grace and 
favour accept me as the servant of his servants, and that 
I may be permitted to shed even a drop of my blood in the 
furtherance of his cause.' 

" yVhen, after the lapse of some time, I again had the 
honour of meeting A~a Seyyid Ya'Q.ya in Teheran,· I ob
served in his august countenance the signs of a glory and 
power which I had not noticed during my first journey 
with him to the capital, nor on other occasions of meeting, 
and I knew that these signs portended the near approach 
of his departure from the world. Subsequently he said 
several times in the course of conversation, "rhis is my 
last journey, and hereafter you will see me no more;' and 
often, explicitly or by implication, he gave utterance to the 
same thought. Sometimes when we were together, and the 
conversation took an appropriate turn, he would remark, 
, The saints of God are able to foretell coming events, and 
I swear by that Loved One in the grasp of whose power my 
soul lies that I know and could tell where and how I shall 
be slain, and who it is that shall slay me. And how glorious 
and blessed a thing it is that my blood should be shed for 
the uplifting of the Word of'rruth !'" .... 1 

So A~a Seyyid Ya'Q.ya, after he had believed and made 
submission, took leave of the Bab, and set out from Shfraz 

1 Some reflections of the author, which merely serve to 
interrupt the continuity of the narrative, are here omitted. 

8-2 
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for Yezd. For a while during the earlier period of his: 
mission he expounded the Bab's doctrines only in gather
ings of such as were prepared and fitted to hear them. 
But afterwards, according to the purport of the verse-' 

"Prudence and love can ne'er walk hand in hand," 

and the verse-

"Love and fair fame mnst wage eternal war; 
o lovcr, halt Bot at the lovcd OllC'S door!" 

he began openly to proclaim the truth, and converted a 
great multitude, besides leading many who had not reached 
the stage of conviction and the haven of assurance to 
profess devotion and sympathy. At length, through the 
officiousness of certain meddlesome and mischievous per
sons, the governor of Y ezd was informed of what was taking 
place. He, fearing for himself, sent a body of men to arrest 
Seyyid Yal).ya. A trifling collision occurred between the 
two parties, and thereupon the governor prepared to effect 
liis capture by force of arms. 

Seyyid Y al~ya retired with a number of his followers 
and friends into the citadel of Yezd, while the myrmidons 
of the governor surrounded it and commenced hostilities. 
At length the matter came to actual warfare, in the course 
of which some thirty or mote [of the governor's men and 
the rogues and vagabonds of the city who had joined them 
were killed, while seven] of Al5:a Seyyid Yal).ya's followers 
[were also slain: and the rest were besieged for some time, 
till some], unwilling to endure further disaster, dispersed. 
Seyyid Yal).ya therefore determined to set out for Shiraz, 
and said one night, "If one of you could manage to lead 
out my horse, so that I might escape t.his disaster, and 
convey myself to some other place, it were not amiss." 
One I:Iasan by name, who had been for some time in 
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attendance on Seyyid Ya}:lya, and had displayed in his 
,service the utmost faithfulness and devotion (having wit
nessed on the part of his august master many a display of 
miraculous and supernatural faculties), made answer, saying, 
" .With your permission, I will lead out the horse." "They 
WIll capture and slay you," replied Seyyid Yahya. "'fhat" 
rejoined ij'asan, "is easy to bear, if it be fo~ love of yo~, 
and I have no ambition beyond it." So Seyyid Yahya 
suffered him to go, and, even as he had announced, they 
took the youth captive outside the citadel and brought him 
before the governor, who ordered him to be blown from the 
mouth of a cannon. When they would have bound him 
with his back towards the gun, he said, "Bind me, I pray 
you, with my face towards the gun, that I may see it fired." 
'fhe gunners and those who stood by looking on were all 
astonished at his composure and cheerfulness, and indeed 
one who can be cheerful in such a plight must needs have 
brreat faith and fortitude. 

Seyyid Yal~ya, however, succeeded in effecting his·· 
escape from the citadel with one other, and set out for 
,Shinl,z, whence he proceeded to N iriz. After his departure 
his followers were soon overcome by the governor. Several 
of them were taken captive and put to death, while from 
the rest, after they had suffered divers torments, fines of 
money were exacted. 

N ow when Seyyid Yal)ya was come to N iriz, where was 
the abode of his family, and where he had many adherents 
(some of the country-folk being believers, others deniers, 
and many halting undecided), the governor of that district, 
though he had formerly professed the most devoted attach
ment, no sooner perceived that a struggle was imminent, 
and that the government would pass out of his hands, than 
he sent word to Seyyid Yal)ya saying, "I do not consider 
it expedient that you should continue any longer in this 
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province. It is best that yon Hhonld aepart with all flpeed 
to some other place." rro this Seyyid Y al~ya made reply ~ 
" I ha.ve returnea hither, after a prolonged absence, to learn 
how matters fare, and to see my wife· and family, neither do 
I wish to interfere with anyone. What makes you order 
me to quit my house, instead of affording me protection, 
and observing towards me the respect which is my due? 
Do you not fear God, and have you no shame before His. 
apostle? " 

So when the governor saw that Seyyid Yal~ya heeded 
not his words and answered him sharply, he was filled with 
obstinate spite, and strove to raise a popular tumult, in
citing such men of every class and kind as were most. 
wicked and mischievous to make a distnrbance and drive 
out Seyyid Yal~ya, who, perceiving this, repaired to the 
mosque, and, after performing his devotions, entered the 
pulpit formerly occupied by his grandfather, and spoke as 
follows. 

" Am I not he whose opinions and prescriptions ye were 
wont to follow in all religious questions? In your needs. 
and trials, as well as in all matters of doctrine and practice,. 
used ye not to prefer my word to that of any other? Was. 
not my belief, and the judgement which my studies had led 
me to form, the criterion of all your actions? What has. 
come to you that you meet me now with opposition and 
enmity? What forbidden thing have I sanctioned, or "what 
lawful thing have I forbidden, that you thus without reason 
charge me with heresy and error? I stand here amongst. 
you wronged and oppressed for no other cause than that I 
have, for your awakening and enlightenment, spoken true 
words and held faithful discourse, and that I have, out 
of sympathy for you and desire for your ,velfare, made 
known to yon the way of salvation. rrhis being so, let 
each who slights or supports me know for a surety that, 
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whatsoever he does, he does in regard to my' illustrious 
ancestor 1." 

'When he had spoken to this effect, some were sorry, 
and some wept' bitterly, saying, "We still continue in our 
former allegiance and devotion to you, and all that you 
say we hold true and right." 

Then Seyyid Y a~ya came forth from the mosque, 
quitted the city, and alighted in a ruined castle hard by, 
those friends who bore him company being not more than 
seventeen in number. But even after he had left the city 
his malicious and mischievous persecutors ceased not from 
their evil designs, for they followed him with a great multi
tude, scouring the country in all directions until they dis
covered his retreat. rrhereupon they laid siege to the castle 
and opened hostilities. rrhen Seyyid Yal~ya commanded 
seven of his men to go out and drive them away, and gave 
them full instructions as to the ordering of the sally, adding 
that whoever should occupy a certain station would be slain .. 
by a wound in the breast, and that such as went in a certain 
direction would return unhurt. One amongst those present, 
a young lad of Yezd, good of heart and comely of coun
tenance, arose and said, "I pray you suffer me to be the 
pioneer of this much-wronged band and to precede my 
comrades in martyrdom." And Seyyid Ya~ya kissed him 
on theC'heek, and breathed a prayer for him. Then the 
defenders of the castle sallied swiftly forth, and attacked 
that godless host of hypocrites, and ere long scattered them 
and put them to flight. But the Yezdi lad, even as his 
master had foretold, and he had himself desired, drained 
the draught of martyrdom, escaped from the bonds of earth's 
deceits, and gained the everlasting world and the life eter
nal. But the rest returned victorious, having learned the 

1 'Ali b. Abi l'alib the first Im~tm. 
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meaning of "verily we belong to Gorl, and unto Him do we 
return." 

At the very time when these events were in progress, 
Prince FirtlZ Mirza 1 came to assume the government of 
Shiraz, and was informed of what had taken place. He at 
once collected a considerable force, which he despatched 
under the command of Mihr 'Ali Khan *[Slwja'u'l-lIIulk]*, 
son of Haji Shukru'llah Khan of N lIf, and Mu~tafa-l~uli 
Khan l,{aragllzlu, colonel, to subdue and take captive the 
insurgents. When this force reached the castle, the llumber 
of Seyyid Yal;tya's followers had increased to seventy. 
Several encounters took place between the two forces, and 
on each occasiun the Babfs routed and dispersed their oppo
nents and obtained possession of a goodly spoil. Aud all 
this while the devotion, faith, and love of Seyyid Yal~ya's 
companions were much increased by the many prodigies 
which he wrought, so that each was fully prepared to lay 
down his life. And when Seyyid Yaq.ya had repeatedly 
described to his companions the circumstances of his ap
proaching end, and all had, for t!le good ple.asure of the 
Beloved, washed their hands of hfe, and, qUIt of earthly 
ties, were awaiting martyrdom, those who had come to take 
them, being unable, notwithstanding all their effor~8, to 
prevail by force of arms, and despairing of the final Issue, 
had recourse to treachery, and wrote to Seyyid Yaq.ya 
expressing perplexity as to his mission, 1~1aking excu~es 
for the past, deeIaring themselves to be deSIrOUS of enqUlr
ing into the matter, and begging for instruction. 'rhey 
further pledged them, with oaths plighted on the Word of 

* [Divan-Begi] * 
1 Both O. and L. have "Prince Farhad Mirza," an obvious 

error. Of. my Tmveller's Na1'mtive, vol. ii, pp. 183, and 21)7--R 

; , ~ 

, 

SURRENDER OF SEYYID YA~IY A. 121 

'God, that if he would be good enough to come out to them, 
they would agree to whatever terms he might propose. 

So Seyyid Yaq.ya, out of respect for the l,{ur'an <on 
which they had sworn>, prepared to go forth. But his 
followers surrounded him on every side, saying, "Weare 
fearful and anxious about your outgoing, for this host is 
more faithless than the men of K Ma 1. No reliance can be 
placed on their oaths and promises, neither ought you to 
believe their asseverations." To this Seyyid Yaq.ya replied, 
"By God, I clearly perceive their perfidy, faithlessness, and 
treachery, and I know it as well as my saintly ancestor 2 

knew the perfidy of the men of K Ma. But how can I resist 
their wiles, these being in accord with divinely-appointed 
(lestiny? Because of what they have written and pledged 
themselves on the l,{ur' all to perform, it is incumbent on 
me to go and complete the proof. Do you abide here till 
you receive my written instructions." t ['£hen, having 
wept a while with them, he mounted his horse and rode 
forth.]t 

So Seyyid Yaq.ya came to the royalist camp, and there 
alighted. 4nd at first they treated him with all respect 
and deference, [such respect as Ma'mun observed towards 
the holy Imam 'Ali ibn Mllsa er-Ri~a while inwardly bent 

. on his death.] And they agreed to postpone all discu~sion 

t ['J1hell he mouilted his horse anel took a last farewell 
·of his companions, saying, "Verily we belong to God, and 
verily unto Him do we return." And his followers wept 
bitterly. ] t 

1 The people of KUfa by their promises of support induced 
the Imam I;Iuseyn to take up arms, but failed him in the day of 
need. 

2 Imam J:I useyn, from whom, as <\, Seyyid, Seyyid YaJ:!ya 
.claimed descent. 
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of terms till the morrow, and spent that night in conversing 
on various topics. But when morning was come, and 
Seyyid Yal).ya would have gone forth from his tent, the 
sentinels prevented him, saying, "It is not permitted to 
you to go out." So he remained a prisoner in the tent. 

:N 0 sooner had tidings of this reached Seyyid Y al,tya' s 
faithful followers than, unable to restrain themselves, they 
emerged from their castle, hurled themselves upon the 
centre of the army, and, in the space of one hour, threw 
the whole camp into confusion. 'rhe officers, seeing this, 
hastened into Seyyid Yal,tya's presence, saying, "Was it 
not agreed between us last night that there should be peace 

1 d 'l" "A " 'd 1 "b t d' ane concor . ye, salle, u your con uct tIllS 
morning provoked this reprisal." "It was done without 
our knowledge," answered they, " and without our sanction. 
Some of our men, who have lost kinsmen and relatives in 
this warfare, offered yon this insult ignorantly and without 
our knowledge. You, who are merciful and generous, lllUSt 
overlook their fault." "What", quoth IH~, "would you 
have me do?" "Write", said they, "to these men of 
yours, bidding them evacuate the castle and return to their 
own homes, that the minds of our soldiers may be re
assured; and we will then arrange matters as you may deter
mine, and act agreeably to your suggestions." 

So Seyyid Yal,tya had no resource but to write to his 
followers, "Come what may, you must submit to divinely
ordered destiny; and meanwhile there is nothing for it but 
that you should gather up your own gear, leaving the spoils 
you have won exactly as they are, and return to your own 
homes. Let us wait and see what God wills." So these 
poor people, being constrained to obey his behest, departed 
to their homes. But no sooner were they come thither 
than their foes attacked their houses, captured them singly, 
carried off their goods as spoil, destroyed their dwellings, 

I 
! 
t 
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and brought them in chains, bound hand and foot, to ~the 
camp. 

:N ow there was with Seyyid Yal,tya a certain believer of 
Yezd who had served him faithfully both at Yezd and 
:N iriz, renouncing all and suffering much for his sake. And 
when word was brought that the headsman was on his way 
fr~m the city charged with the execution of Seyyid Yal,tya I, 
tIns man began to make great lamentation. But his illus
trious master said, "It is thee, not me, whom this heads
man shall slay; he who shall slay me will arrive to-morrow." 
When the morrow was come, about an hour after the time 
of the morning prayer, he said again, "He who is to slay 
me is now come." Shortly after this, a party of /arrashes 
arrived and led out Seyyid Yal,tya and the Yezdf from the 
tent. 'rhen the headsman, just as Seyyid Yal,tya had fore
told, administered to the youth the draught of martyrdom; 
but, when his glance fell on Seyyid Yal.lya, he said, "I am 
ashamed before the face of God's Apostle, and will- never 
lift my hand to slay his offspring," neither would he, for all 
their importunity, consent to do their bidding. r:rhen one 
who had lost two brothers in the earlier part of the war, 
and therefore cherished a deep resentment, said, "1 will 
kill him." And he loosed the shawl wherewith Seyyid 
Yal.lYa was girt, cast it round his neck, and drew it tight. 
And others beat his holy body with sticks and stones, 
dragging it hither arid thither over the plain, till his soul 
soared falcon-like to the branches of paradise. Then they 
severed his head from his body, skinned it, stuffed it with 
straw, and sent it, with other heads, along with the captives 
to Shfraz. And they sent an announcement of their victory 

1 L. has ('in 1.I)ajh-i-Rabb, "that Face of the Lord," i.e. "that 
apparition of the Divine." Wajh (face, mask, apparition) was a 
title assumed by the Bab, Mirza YaJ:tya $ubll-i-li,zel, and, I think~ 
others of the chief Babis. 
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and triumph to Prince Nu~ratu'd-Dawlal, and fixed a day 
for their entry <into Shiraz>. And when on the appointed 
day they drew near, the city was decorated, and the people 
were busy enjoying themselves and making merry, most of 
them having come out from the town to meet the victorious 
troops and gaze on the captives. 

The late Haji Mirza Jani writes :_IC One KllChak 'Ali 
<Beg> 2, the head-man and chief of the Ba~iri3 tribe of 
Shiraz, related as follows :-' After they had slain A~a 
Seyyid Y a~ya, they came to take camels from our people, 
intending to set the captives on bare-backed camels. I was 
distressed at this, but could not resist the governor's order. 
I therefore rode away from my tribe at night and came to 
Shiraz, that at least I might not be amongst my people and 
have to endure the insolence of the soldiers. When I was 
come within half a parasang of Shiraz, I lay down to sleep 
for a while and so get rid of my weariness. 'When I again 
mouuted, I saw that the people of Shiraz had come out il~ 
troops with minstrels and musicians, and were sitting 
about in groups at every corner and cross-road, feasting 
and making merry with wanton women. On every side I 
noted with wonder drunken broils, wine-bibbing, the savour 
of roasted meats, and the strains of guitars and lutes. 
'rhus wondering I entered the city. 

IC 'After a while, unable to endure the suspense, I de
termined to go out and see what was taking place. [As I 

1 The ~ame Firllz Mirza previou~ly mentioned. L., constant 
in its error, substitutes "Afzt'tamad1t'd-Dawla ", the title of 
Prince Farhad l\Iirza, but this, as already ob~erved, is a mistake. 

2 L. omits, and C. reads "Nik", but this seems to be a mistake 
for "Beg". The name occurs a little further on (in a passage 
·omitted in C.) as here given in the text. 

3 The Ba~iri is one of the Khamsa (Arab) nOlllad tribes of 
Fars and Laristan. See Curzon's Persia, vol. ii, p. 114. 
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came forth from the gate, I heard an old man asking another; 
IC 'What has happened to-day that the people have thus left 
their houses and gone out of the town as though to see 
some great sight, and why do they thus make merry 1" 
'rhe other, a youth, replied, "You must surely be a stranger 
not to know about the heretic who renounced our faith and 
creed and rebelled against His Majesty the King, and how 
a great force of troops was sent against him. Well, they 
have taken and slain him, and made captive his family and 
his followers, whom they will bring into the city to-day." 
"By which gate," asked the old man, "will they enter 1" 
"By Sa'di's gate," answered the other. 

[" 'He was a wise old man,' continued Kuchak 'Ali Beg, 
'and had seen the world and read its history II As soon 
as I had heard what passed between him and the youth, 
it at once recalled to me the story of Sahl ibn Sa'id, how 
he questioned the man of Damascus, and how just such a 
dialogue Bnsned,and how the latter said, "They will enter 
Damascus by the gate of Sa'at ll

." I was much struck by 

1 The narrator means, I suppose, to imply that the old man, 
struck by the resemblance between the episodes of Nfriz and 
Kerbeht, intentionally asked this question to bring out this 
resemblance more clearly. 

2 In illustration of this narrative, I subjoin the translation of 
it passage occurring in a m:amlscript collection of ta'ziyas belong~ 
iug to the University Library of Cambridge (Add. 423, f. 63b

):

"It is related on the authority of Ibn 'Abbas that Sahl-i-Sa'idi 
related as follows :-' I had gone on business to Damascu~. One 
day I arrived at a village in the neighbourhood of Damascus. I 
found that orders had been issued for the village to be decorated, 
and that the people were flocking out as though to see some 
sight, with rejoicings and beatings of drums and kettle-drmns. I 
said to myself~ "Surely these people must have some festival not 
common to other men." I asked one what was toward. . He 
replied, "0 Sheykh, art thou then an Arab of the desert?" I 
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the coincidence, and my wonder increasea. When I had 
gone somewhat further,] I saw such feastings and rejoicings 
as I had never before witnessed. :Most of the men were 
engaged in sports and gamef'l, making merry and toying 
with their lemanf'l. After a little while I saw approaching 
the camels, whereon there were set some forty or fifty 
women. s[Many of the soldiers bore on their spears the 
severed heads of the men they had slain.]§ And till this 
time the towns-folk had been busy with their merry
makings, but no sooner did their eyes fall on the severed 
heads borne aloft on spears and the captives' set on bare
backed camels than they incontinently bnrst into tears. 

" 'So they brought the captives thns into the bcl,zaars, 
which had been decorated and ttflorned, and though it was 
no great distance from the bazaars to the citadel, yet such 
waf'l the throng of spectators (who purposely retarded the 
passage of the captives) that it was after mid-day when 
they reached the governor's palace. '1'he Prince was hold
ing a pleasure-party in the summer-house called Kulfih-i
Fi'l'a/lg£1 and the garden adjoining it, he sitting on a chair, 
mul the nobles and magnates of the city standing. On one 

~[And by the side of each camel and captive was a 
Hevered head stuck on the poiut of a spear.]§ 

answered, "I am Sahl-i-Sa'idf, and one of the compa,nions of our 
Holy Prophet." The man heaved a sigh and began to weep and 
make la,mentation, saying, "It is wonderful that the heavens 
do not rain down blood at this calamity." Then said I, "Speak 
more clearly." Then quoth he, "The people of Damascus are 
rejoicing and making merry over the blessed head of Imam 
Ijuseyn which they of 'Id,l~ have sent to Yazfd." I said, "From 
which gate of the city will they bring forth that head ?" He 
am;wered, "From the Gate of Sa'at." .. .' " 

1 "The European's hat." This summer-house was still stand
ing when I was at Shfraz in the Spring of 1888. 
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side was drawn a curtain, behind which the women of the 
Prince's household were ensconced. And the captives [all 
bound to one chain] were led in this sad plight into the 
garden and brought before the Prince. Then Mihr 'Ali 
Khan, Mirza Na'im \ and the other officers recounted their 
exploits and their glorious victory, with various versions 
and many embellishments, to the Prince, who on his part 
kept enquiring the names, rank, and family of the captives, 
and throwing in an occasional, "Who is this?" and "Which 
is that?" And all the captives were women, with the ex
ception of one child four or five years of age who was with 
them. *[ And that sickly child was in truth a partaker of 
the sufferings of these unfortunate women. . 

[" 'Now when the conversation had· been protracted 
for a long while, suddenly a very tall woman who was 
amongst the captives cried out, "0 son of Marjana 2, hast 
thol~ no fear of God and no shame before my ancestor? 
that .. thou thus lookest on. his offspring before all these 
strange men?"·' Here Kuchak 'Alf Beg would add an 
oath as he continued, 'The woman's words produced such 
an effect on the hearts of those who were present that had 

*['rhen they dismissed the captives from the Prince's 
presence, and, as it would seem, appointed them lodgings 
III a caravansaray.]* .. .' 

1 See Traveller's Narrative, vol. ii, pp. 259-261. 
2 i.e. Shimar ibn Jawshan, one of the murderers of Imam 

l,Iuseyn. See Sir Lewis Pelly's Miracle Play of Hasan and 
Huseyn, vol. ii, p. 258, and Tabari's Annales, series ii, vol. i, p. 
377, 1. 6. 

3 The Prophet MUQ,ammad, or his cousin and son~ih-Iaw 'AU 
b. Abf Talib, from whom the woman, as belonging to a family of 
Seyyids, claimed descent. 

-1 i.e. men beyond the circle of those whose nearness of 
kinship to a woman entitles them to look on her unveiled .. 
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the sight-seers and townsfolk been there and witnessed 
what took place there would assuredly have been a dis
turbance and revolt. The Prince first ordered the woman 
to be killed, but afterwards, seeing the temper of the 
bystanders greatly changed, he grew apprehensive, and 
ordered the captives to be dismissed.1*'" 

On the night when the raid had been made 011 the 
houses of the faithful <at Nirfz> and they were taken 
captive, twelve persons had succeeded in effecting their 
escape. These, however, were subsequently captured in 
[the neighbourhood of] Isfahan and brought to Shiraz,. 
where they suffered martyrdom. 

But besides all this, t[as it would seem two years 
later,]t they again waged a strangely protracted mountain 
warfare with the believers <of Niriz>, who, because of the 
cruelties and exactions to which they were subjected, were 
for a long while in hiding in the mountains with their 
wives and children. _ 

§['rhis st:ruggle lasted for a long while; and that little 
band, hemmed in as they were in their mountain fastness, 
succeeded in holding their ground until a mighty host of 
regular troops and volunteers from far and near had been 
o'athered against them, and they had fought many a hard 
b . 

fight, and won many a gallant victory. Often would a 
company of seven or nineteen men comedown with cries 
of "YU; $U;~tibll' z-zaman I!" attack a battery, cut down all 
who opposed them, capture the gun, and bear it away with 
them to the mountain, where they would mount it on a 

t[ after a time It 
§['ple Bahi~ fought most ~allantly and were. always 

victorlOus untIl at length, after a desperate reSIstance, 
, . d d 'I'l' they were overcome, and suffere martyr om. len' perse-

1 "0 Lord of the Age!" Cf. pp. 6n and 74, snpra. 
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tree trunk alldfire it morning and evening against the 
camp. At other times they would make night-attacks on 
certain suburbs of Nfrfz inhabited by God's enemies, num
bers of whom they would send to the abyss of hell-fire. 
At such times none could withstand them, or do aught but 
choose between submission and flight. 

[Now Zeynu'l-'Abidin Khan the governor of Nirfz had 
taken the chief part in bringing about all these troubles. 
He it was who had compassed the death of the much
wronged Seyyid YaJ.tya in the first war; he it was who 
devised most of the stratagems, tactics, dispositions,· and 
arrangements of the army; he it was who, both in the first 
and the second war, provoked strife for the sake of securing 
his position as governor and winning approval from the 
government; he it was, in short, who had driven away the 
Babis from their homes and possessions, and caused them 
with their wives and families to be beleaguered in the 
monntains. So olle day when this honourable- governor 
had gOlle to the bath, the insurgents attacked thebath'and 
slew him. 

[But reinforcements of men and guns sent in rapid 
succession by Prince Tahmasp Mirza (at that time governor 
of Fars) continued to arrive and occupy the rising ground 
adjoining the mountain. Yet, notwithstanding the great
ness of their host and the small number of the besieged, 
they did not venture to ascend the mountain and attack 

cutors, having captured and killed the men, seized and 
slew forty women and children in the following manner. 
They placed them in the midst of a cave, heaped up in the 
cave a vast quantity of firewood, poured naphtha over the 
faggots strewn around, and set fire to it. One of those 
who took part in this deed related as follows :-" After two 
or three days I ascended that mountain and removed the 
door from the cave. I saw that the fire had sunk down 

N. H. 9 
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them. Even in their camp they were ill at ease because of 
the night-attacks and sudden onslaughts made upon them 
by parties of their antagonists ten or twenty strong. 'l'hese, 
as is related, would oft-times rush into the camp, attack 
the artillery, slay the gunners, and return, pushing the 
guns with their shoulders, till they reached the mountain. 
'fhen, because the gun-carriages would go no further, they 
would dismount the guns, and, with shoulders and ropes, 
push and drag them up the mountain. rfhere they would 
remount them on tree-trunks in place of carriages. 

[So when the royalist troops saw that they could effect 
nothing, they sent into ~ab{llul,t, Darab,and the other 
districts round about Nfrfz, and commanded the tribes to 
furnish as many marksmen and warriors as could be mus
tered, that these might surround the mountain on all sides 
and storm it after their own fashion of warfare. And when 
this had been done there were, besides the regular troops 
deputed for this task, nearly ten thousand horse and foot 
of the people of Fars, the tribesmen, and others. 'rhe8e 
ascended the mountain on every side and made a simul
taneous attack <on different points of the position occupied 
by the insurgents>. 'rhe Babis, men and women alike, 
defended themselves most gallantly, and everywhere dis
played, both in defence and attack, the most desperate 
courage, until most of them were slain, and the few sur
vivors, having exhausted their powder and shot, were taken 

into the ashes; but all those women with their children 
were seated, each in sonie corner, clasping their little ones 
to their bosoms, and sitting round in a circle, just as they 
were <when we left them>. Some, as though in despair 
or in mourning, had suffered their heads to sink down on 
their knees in grief, and all retained the postures they had 
assumed. I was filled with amazement, thinking that the 
fire had not burned them. Full of apprehension and awe 
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prisoners. 'fhen the people, swarming over the mountain 
on all sides, seized the grief-stricken and distracted women 
whose husbands had been slain, and brought 'them, together 
with a few little children, to the camp; and we can, well 
guess the treatment to which these women and children were 
there subjected. After that the host of local auxiliaries 
dispersed, while the regular troops broke up their camp, 
and, carrying with them their prisoners, and the severed 
heads of the men, set out for Shiraz, which in due course 
they reached. 

rrhe above brief narrative of these events is what the 
illustrious N abil, the reviser of. this poor history of mine, 
heard when he passed through Niriz from certain aged folk 
who had survived that time and had full knowledge of all 
that took place. And in truth the events of the second 
struggle were by many degrees stranger and more remark
able than those of the first, which took, place in Seyyid 
Yal:lYa's lifetime.]§.! But at that time the Babis were 
subject to so rigorous a persecution, and matters went so 
hard with them, that none dared so much, as 'utter their 
name, or allude to them in any way, or enquire aught 

I entered. Then I saw that all were burned and charred to 
a cinder, yet had they never made a movement which 
would cause the crumbling away of the bodies. As soon 
as I touched them with my hand, however, they crumbled 
away to ashes. And all of us, when we had seen this, 
repented what we had done. But of what avail was this?"J§ 

1 I have relegated L.'s version to the foot of the page rather 
as a matter of convenience than because I am disposed to regard 
it as an interpolation. Indeed the longer narrative given by C. 
would seem, from the closing words, to have been a subsequent 
addition to the original text. Concerning Mirza Muhammad 
N abfl of Zarand, called al-akhras (" the tongue-tied "),' see my 
Traveller's Narrative, p. 357 and note 5 at the foot of that page. 

9-2 
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concerning them. 'rhe fulllUtrmtive of these events, there
fore, would greatly exceed what is here recorded, but the 
epitome of them here set forth is all that could be ascer
tained. And these details. were for the most part related 
by persons who were not believers, though cand~d and 
truthful after their own fashion. (( Excellence 'lS that 

wner'eullto foes testify·" 
Even this brief summary, however, will suffice for the 

information of unprejudiced persons. 'rhe right of the 
matter is, indeed, sufficiently indicated by a tradition .of 
J abir, who, speaking of the promised Proof, says, "In Imn 
sl/all be t1~e perfection of ~Ioses, tIle preciousness 0/ ~eslt~, 
and tIle patience of Job; his s(~ints sllall be ctbased zn hz,,, 

time and their heads shall be eaxltanged as presents, even as 
tIle ileads of tIle T'll1'k (tnd the Deylamite are exc1langed as 
p1'esents; t1~ey shall be slain and bwrned, and shc(;ll be 
afraid, fearfltl, and dismayed; tIle ear tIt shall be dye~ 
witltthei1' blood, and lamentat'ion and wailing shall prevatl 
amongst tllei,' women; these are my saints indeed

l
.': • 

Glory be to God! A thousand years. befo~e tIllS. Mam
festation the signs and tokens whereby ItS samts mIght be 
distinguished were thus explicitly de:lared b~ th~ Im.ams 
of our holy religion for the informatIOn of thIS mIsgmded 
people and their deliveranee from error. 'rhe fulfi.lment 
of these foreshadowings is now clearly seen; y~t still ~he 
majority of mankind, so blinded are they by WIlful preJu
dice, refuse to recognize this, and pay no heed to. ~he 
accomplishing of the prophecy handed down by tradItion 
from the Imams of old. Yet have they clearly seen or heard 
how the heads of these true believers were sent as presents 
from country to country, how they were slain and burned, 
how their wives and children and those of their households 

1 See my Travellm" S Narrative, yo1. ii, p. 259. 
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were led captive from city to city, and how, just as the 
Imams foretold, the earth was dyed with their blood. Yet 
do many, accounting as sound reason their own erring and 
wilful judgments, stigmatize as misguided or mad men such 
as these, who were in truth kings in the spiritual world, 
gracious proofs of the Point of Unity, exemplars of' I was 
a hidden Treasure, and I desired to be known, therefore I 
created creation that I might be known 1,' to whom; moreover,( 
such words as ' These are my saints indeed' were addressed. 
And the greatest marvel is that before those who believed 
ill this sublime and holy faith had embraced the. new 
doctrine all men readily admitted their virtue, learning, 
sincerity, integrity, wisdom, and piety, and allowed them 
to be incontestably superior to their contemporaries in 
austerity of life, godliness, intelligence, and good' works. 
Thus Seyyid Ya~ya, for example, was confessedly one of 
the most eminent doctors of Islam, being remarkable not 
only for his singular holiness oflife, but for his rare insight 
and miraculous faculties. 'Whenever he entered any town 
within the lands of Islam he was met by all the divines, 
nobles, and great men of the district, and was brought into 
the city with every mark of deference and respect. It was 
considered an honour to serve him, and at whatever house 
he alighted the owner thereof would glory oyer his fellows. 
In short, all men regarded his society, as a privilege,' and 
converse with him as a legitimate cause for pride. ; But 
when he had, after most careful and diligent enquiry, 
recognized the Lord of the world, and, actuated only by a 
desire to please God, set himself to save from error those 
who still wandered ill the wilderness of heedlessness and 
delusion, and to guide them into the haven of peace and 

1 This well-known tradition, according to Mu1;lammadan belief, 
embodies God's answer to David's question, "0 Lord, wherefore 
didst thou create the world 1" 
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n:-;snrallce, then, because bat-like they hated thc light of 
rrruth, they acted according to their evil nature and their 
ancient custom, and, in return for his charity towards them, 
stirred up strife and blood-shed, persecuted and af!licted 
him, stuffed. his holy head with straw as though It had 
been the head of a rrurcoman 1, BeUlCh, or Deylami, and 
bore it from town to town. rrhen, just as the holy Imams 
had foretold, they grievously afflicted. and slew his friends 
and followers, cruelly burned their bodies with fire, and 
fent their heads as a show and a gift from laud to laI~d. 
as though to say, "l'his is the meaning of 'Love's !JOl'tIOU 
is affliction,' and this the way of such as are permItted to 
draw near to the courts of God! 

'The guest whose place .is highest. in this b~l:,quet 
They ply most often WIth the wme of woe. 

So they acted as they had done of yore in the time of 
God's Apostle, dealing with these sorely afflicted people as 
they dealt with the Chief of Martyrs 2 and his follo~ers on 
the plain of Kerbela, and as they had erst dealt WIth the 
Holy Sllirit of GO(p and his disciples. But ~he cruelty, 
hardness of heart, and unbelief which they had dIsplayed to
wards .Moses and the other prophets of bygone time appeared 
in this 1Vlanifestation with redoubled. intensity, revealing to 
all discerning persons the infidelity which permeated e:ery 
recess of these men's being. For just as in every prevIOUS 
age they slandered the prophets and saints, accounting it 
a work of merit to slay them, burn them, saw them asunder, 
and crucify them in blind obedience to their priests' com
mand; just as they reviled, cursed, and rejected them, and 

1 Cf. Eastwick's Diplomate's Residence in Persia, vol. ii, pp. 

55-56. 
2 Imam HuseYll. 
3 Jesus Christ, called by the 1\Iui:tammadans' RU~lu'll(jlL', "the 

Spirit of God". 
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convcned assemblies to devise means for the shedding of 
their blood; just as they set in order proofs for the justifi
cation of their own assertions and actions, and arguments 
for the falsity of the claim advanced by those who an
nounced themselves to be God's messengers; just as they 
accounted their miracles naught but magic or jugglery, and 
their revelations mere tales and "fables 'of the ancients t," 
so in this Manifestation did they say and do more than 
ever they had said or done in days of yore. 2 

[ACColtnt of tlw Oatastl'oplw of Zanjan, and of H'is 
Excellency ffIltlla hI'll!lammad 'All' I:Iujjatu'l-Islam', WILO 

before the lJIanij'estation held the doctrine of the Akhbar{s*; 
lu"s con'version and public appeal'ance in ,Zan jan, and how 
he laid down Ids life.] 

. N ow after the N iriz catastrophe came the siege of 
Zanjan and the martyrdom of Mulla MUl].ammad 'Alf 
Zanjalli, a most devout, learned and pious divine, whose 
power of mind and holiness of spirit made him heedless of 

*[He was' sllmmoned to Teheran several times. Never 
had the eye of time beheld so incomparably learned a 
doctor. One night the late Haji Mirza A.ltasi assembled a 
concourse of divines, all of whom he silenced and discomfited. 
He was ordered to remain in 'l'eheran, but after the death 
of Muhammad Shah he returned to Zanjan.] *,3 

1 ~nr'an, vi, 25; viii, 31; xvi, 26; &c. 
2 L. appends to this narrative three couplets from the Mali

nav! as a: conclusion. 
3 These words, included in the title, written partly in red 

ink, which L. prefixes to the narrative of the Zanjan rising, are 
relegated to the foot of the page because they do not in truth 
partake of the nature of a title at all, but rather of a note which 
has become incorporated in the text. 
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men's opmlOn, and to whom most of the people of Zanjan 
professed a devoted allegiance. 1 

t[Alld the manner of his conversion was as follows. 
He was endowed with supernatural faculties, and foretold 
the approaching Manifestation to the people of' Zalljan 
seventeen years before it took place, so that all were ex
pecting it and keeping count of the years. And when at 
length the year of the Lord's Manifestation was come, he 
sent one Mash-hadi Alpuad by name to Shiraz with several 
letters, in answer to which several epistles were brought 
back. On the day when Mash-hadi A4mad reached 
Zanjan, bearing nineteen epistles addressed to nineteen 
different persons, Mulla Mu4ammad 'Ali announced his 
return, wherefore a great multitude assembled in the 
mosque. 'fhen Mulla Mu4ammad 'Alf, when he had per
formed the prayers, went up into the pulpit and said, "Lo, 
even as I promised you the Sun of 'fruth has appeared and 
shone forth!" And he invited the people <to embrace 

t[Since to describe in detail the circumstances of his 
conversion, and how, with much caution and hesitation, 
and after manifold strivings and searchings of heart, he 
made profession of his faith, would render our narrative 
unduly prolix, and divert us from our original purpose, we 
must of necessity confine ourselves to a bare statement of 
the facts. One day, soon after the Manifestation had taken 
place, while he was engaged in lecturing to an attentive 
audience of students and men of learning, one entered, and 
handed to him a letter. No sooner had he perused it 

1 Here begins the first important divergence between the 
texts of O. and L. The full and detailed account of the Zanjan 
siege given by the latter I have, as a matter of convenience, 
placed in the body of this work, although it appears to be an 
interpolation added by one 'Arif; the meagre version of the 
former, which still supplies us with some llew facts, at the foot of 
the page. 
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the new doctrine>, such of them as he deemed capable of 
receiving it, in secret; and sometimes he would say openly, 
.. 'fhe author of these verses claims to be the Bab, as <in 
the tradition> 'I am the City of Knowledge, and 'Ali is 
its Gate.'" And he appointed one Mash-had! Iskandar his 
messenger, and he used to wait upon the Bab and bring 
epistles <from him>. And so matters continued till they 
brought the Bab through Zanjan on his way to Mak(l. 
'fhe people, being apprized of this, gathered in crowds to 
see him, but Mnlla Muhammad 'Ali restrained them and . , 
wrote <to the Bab> as follows :-" May we be thy sacrifice! 
Do you grant us permission to assemble in force and deliver 
you out of the hands of the escort, or to enjoy the honour 
of waiting upon you?" 'fhis letter he concealed inside 
a cucumber, which he placed in a basket with several other 
cucumbers, and sent to the caravansaray. The guards 
wished to seize it, but <the messenger> would not give 
it up. At that moment the Bab came out from his room 
and said, "Give up the cucumbers and come with me." 
It was Mash-hadi Iskandar who had brought the cucumbers, 

, 

than the signs of a most extraordinary perturbation of 
mind appeared in him, and so mnch disquieted was he that 
he could not continue his lecture, and was forced to make 
his excuses to .hi~ audience. rfhe~e, therefore, dispersed, 
save some few mtImates, who remamed and pressed him to 
make known to them the cause of his disquietude. In 
reply he shewed them the letter, saying, "'rhe writer of 
these verses claims to be the Bab, and, so far as my know
ledge enables me to judge without prejudice, they do not 
resemble mere human words." 'fhlS letter, in brief led 
him to make earnest search and enquiry; and, whe~l he 
himself was fully convinced, he began to impart his belief 
to others. As his heart waxed stronger, and love gained 
fuller sway over him, he grew by degrees less prudent and 
cautious, and publicly preached the new faith to God's 
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and he thereupon gave them to the guards and himself 
followed the Bab. Then the Bab, without having seen the 
letter wrote in answer to it as follows :-" Your project 
accor~ls not with expediency,. for to-day strife is Hot· ap
proved. Moreover they have summoned you to 'reherall, 
anel the (Tovernor has already despatched horsemen to set 
you on tIle road" (as will be described in connection with 
the Bab's journey). Now since Mulla Mnl.lammad 'Ali 
previollBly to the Ma,nifestation had been an. Akhbari:, .and 
was continually engaged in disputations with the (livmes 
and lawyers, these had appealed against l~im to 'rehe.l'lln, 
and he had five times been summoned thIther, kept for a 
while and then suffered to depart, so that this was the , .' 
sixth time. For even as the Rlb was settll1g out agam, 
horsemen came and bore away Mulla Mu1).ammad 'Ali to 
'rehenin. 'rhere the late Haji Mirza .A~asi assembled 
together the doctors that he might dispute with them. 
Aild when he had silenced and discomfited them all,they 
afterwards again complained, declaring that he was stirring 
up sedition in Zanjan. So they detained him in 'reheran. 

servants, till at length Amir A:;;lan Khan the governor :of 
Zanjall> was made acquainted with the matter. He, f~anng 
for himself at once took measures to safeguard Ius au
thority, and forwarded to Mirza Mu1).amma~ 'ra~i Khan 
Amlr-i-KaMr a garbled accoun~ of the ~trall'; for he was 
fearful lest another should a?qmre more I~lfiuen.ce than he 
possessed, and 80 hi8 authorIty ~nd considera~lOn shou~d 
be weakened. In consequence of Ins representatlOn~, SeYYld 
'Ali Khan, Lieutenant-Colonel, of Ffr(lzkllh, received the 
royal command to proceed with a numerous body of l:orse 
and foot to Zanjan, and to arrest Mulla Mu}~amnlad Ali, 
who had retired with his followers (nearly five thousand 
in number) to the citadel. On his arrival, Seyyid 'Ali Khan 

1 For an account of the Akhbaris, see Gobineau's Religions et 

Philosophies d':c., p. 28 et seq. 
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[One night I, by name 'Arif, entitled ~abi1)., in company 
with Sheykh Abu Turab, met him at the abode of the 
Most Precious Appearance l (the soul of the world be his 
sacrifice !), and enjoyed the opportunity of observing his 
virtues and knowledge. He there said, "Before the Mani
festation I had no faith in Sheykh Al).mad La1).sa'[2 and 
Haj! Seyyid Ka~im, but His Supreme Holiness wrote that 
they were men whom he held in high consideration, so I 
now account mY8elf their slave." And he would read the 
Bab's writing8 and verses, and weep over them. And he 
was honoured with an epistle from Maku in which the Rib 
wrote as follows :-" Muhammad Shah is about to die. 
Do not you go away anywhere, but remain in 'reheran." 
So he remained in 'reheran till Muhammad Shah died and 
His Majesty Na~iru'd-Din Shah entered the capitaL Then 
he waited. upon the young king, who received him with 
honour, and was well pleased that he, being a prisoner <at 
large>, had not gone away, and asked him why hehadllot 

laid siege to the citadel, and thus was the fire of strife 
kindled, and day by day the number of those slain on 
either side increased, until at length he suffered an igno
minious defeat and was obliged to ask for reinforcements 
from the capital. 'rhe government wished to send Ja'far
Kuli Khan, Lieutenant-Colonel, the brother of l'timadu'd
Dctwla, but he excu8edhimself, ~ and said to <Mirza 'l'al.d 
Khan> Amb'-i-Kabir, "I am not an Ibn Ziyad 3 to go and 
make war 011 a band of Seyyids and men of learning of 
whose tenets I know nothing, though I should be ready 

1 l'al'at-i-A blu'i; t·.e. Mirza ljuseYll 'Ali BeluZ'u'lldh. 
2 More commonly, and, apparently, more correctly, At/sa/i. 

Of. Traveller's lVarrative, vol. ii, p. 234. 
3 'Ubeydu'llah ibn Ziyad, the governor of KUfa under Mu'aviya 

and Yazid, whom, by reason of his severities and cruelties towards 
the Imam Ijuseyn and his friends and followers, the Shi'ites. 
regard with singular detestation. 
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done so. "I awaiterl the honour of appearing before Your 
Majesty," replied he. So the king gave him permission to 
depart. Din Mul)ammad \ who was always with him, ob
served to him, C( Now that you have the king's permission 
to depart, there is no object in your remaining." So he 
departed from the capital. 

[On the other hand Mash-hadi Iskandar came to Zanjan, 
bringing a number of epistles. 'rhence he came to J.{azv(ll, 
intending to come to 'rehel'an. But in J.{azvin they arrested 
him with his letters, and sent him to 'reheran, where he 
suffered martyrdom. 'rhen the king was sorry that he had 
suffered Mulla Mul,lammad 'Ali to depart. 

[But on the other hand, on the day when Mulla Mn
l~ammad 'Ali reached Zanjan a great multitude came (lut 
to meet him, and they slew in his honour as many as four 
hunrlred beasts 2. The clergy were jealous, and wrote an 

enough to fight with Russians, .Jews, or other infidels." 
Other officers besides him she"\ved a disinclination to take 
part in this war. Amongst these was Mir Seyyid I:IuseYll 
Khan of' Firtlzktlh, whom <Mirza 'l'a\d Khan> the Aml1' 
dismissed and disgraced so soon as he became acquainted 
with his sentiments. So also many of the officers who 

I This name, in the earlier part of L.'s narrative, appears as 

~J' I at first conjectured that it should be D(i!i M1l~;ammad; 

the title Dii'i (uncle) being not uncommonly prefixed to the 
names of Persians. But an old Bab{, now resident at Famagusta, 
who waf> in Zanjan dnring the siege (though he waf> then but a 
child of 11) wrote the name for me as Din jJ[llhammad or Din-i-

jlfn(;ammad (~ 0lJ, which spelling I therefore adopt. The 
name also occurs in this form in the latter part of L.'s narrative. 

2 It is customary in Persia to sacrifice sheep or other animals 
before a great man returning from a journey, especially when he 
reaches his own town. Cf. Traveller's Narrative, p. :326 and foot
note. 
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accollnt of the matter to 'reheran. Instructions were· sent 
to His Bxcellency MaJdtt'd-Dctwla either to· pacify the 
clergy, or to arrest and seud <to the capital> Mulla Mu
l,lammarl 'Ali. His Excellency ljIajdu'd-D(lwla sent the 
order to Mulla M1l1~ammad 'Ali, a.nd summoned him to 
appear. Mulla Mul,lammad 'Ali said to his friends, "Let 
two hundred men accompany me." So they girded on their 
swords, and went with him and Din :Muhammad to the 
audience-hall of ljIaJdu'd-Dc(wla, and there 'remained with
out, awaiting instructions. ljIajdu'd-Dawla treated Mulla 
Mu1).ammad 'Ali most respectfully, and they agreed that the 
followers of the latter should pay treble taxes so that the 
governor's men might refrain from molesting them, and that 
anyone of the believers who did wrong should be sent be
fore him. 'rhen ljIajdu'd-Dawla wrote to 'reheran declaring 
that he had effected a reconciliation, and further requested 
Mulla Mul,lammad 'Alf not to repair to the mosque. So he 
used to pray and to preach in hisown house. 

were <of the sect of the> 'Ali-Hallis, although they went 
to the war, withdrew from it when they learned more of 
the matter. For their chief had forbidden them to fight 
and therefore they fled. For it is written in their book~ 
that 'yhen the soldiers of Guran shall come to the capital of 
the kmg, then the Lord of the Age (whom they call God) 
shall appear; and this prophecy was now accomplished.· 
They also possess certain poems 1 which contain the date 

1 The Babis profess to find in certain verses of several of the 
mystic poets, notably Shah Ni'matu'llah, I.Hfiz, and Pir of 
ArdisMll, forel:lhadowings of the Bab's appearance. This is 
especially the case with the firl:lt of these three, who is said to 
have foretold the year (A.H.) 1260 as the y~ar of the Mahdfs 
coming, This verse was shewn to me at Kirmfm, but when I 
consulted the copy of Shah Ni'matu'llah's works kept at his 
shrine at lIIalulll I found that a different date was there given. 
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[At that time came the news of <what was taking place 
in> Mazandanin, and Mulla Muhammad 'Alf said to his 
followers, "Let us equip ourselves and set off thither." But 
an epistle arrived <from the Bab> saying, "It will.come to 
you there." One night one of the believers had spoken ill 
of the clergy in his own house. '1'he neighbours came by 
night and strangled him, and left him for dead; but he 
was not dead. Din Mul.tammad was informed of this. He 
at once went to the man's house, taking with him thirty of 
his followers. '1'hey found the man still living, and in the 
morning brought him before l11aJdu'd-Dawla, who, how
ever, paid no heed to their suit. So the Babis went to 
Mulla Mul.tanunad 'Ali and said, "Because you remain 
within your house and go not to the mosque, our enemies 
have waxed bold." He answered, "'1'e11 the believers to 
muster in force tomorrow, that I may complete the proof, 
and afterwards go to the mosque." So his friends assem
bled. Then he addressed them as follows :-" You wish 
me to go to the mosque. Do you not know that there will 
be a disturbance, that our enemies will make a riot, that 
there will be slaughter and spoiling, that they will send 
word to '1'ehe1'11n, and that guns and mortars will be brought 
against you?" All replied, "Weare ready to lay down 
our lives." So he took from them an oath of allegiance, 
and said, "Bid all the people of the city and those of the 
neighbouring villages come to the mosque on Friday, for 

of the Manifestation, and these too came true. So they 
were convinced that this was the 'rruth become manifest, 
and begged to be excused from taking part in the war, 
which thing they declared themselves unable to do. And 
<to the Babfs> they said, "In sllbBequent cOlltlictB, when 
the fi'amework of your religion Bhall have gathered strength, 
we will help you." In short, when the officers of the army 
perceived in their opponents naught but devotion, godliness, 

( . 
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public prayer on Friday is obligatory." So they bade 
them; and about four or five thousand assembled and 
sacrificed about a hundred head of beasts 1

• Thus honour
ably did Mulla Mul.tammad 'Ali come to the mosque. And 
when prayers were concluded he preached to them, and 
then returned to his house. And His Excellency ]fajdu'd
Dawla and the· clergy were filled with apprehensions. 

[One day one 'Abdu'l-'Ali by name, . a Babi, had a 
quarrel in the market-place with certain of the enemy. 
These complained to the governor, who sent and arrested 
him, and cast him into prison, contrary to the agreement 
< made between himself and Mulla Mul.tammad 'Ali >. 

'rhe Babis represented this to Mulla Mul.tammad 'Ali .. He 
sent a message to~f(tjdn'd-Dawla, saying, "Yield us np 
our man, and let them bring him to us." But he sought 
excuses and said, "'1'he vizier imprisoned him; I know 
nothing about it." So they told this to Mulla Mul~amlllad 
'Ali. '1'hen he said, "Let them go to the prison and bring 
him forth." So the Babis went and brought him out from 
the gaol.· ' . . • 

['1'hen the clergy sent to Jlajdu' d-Dctwla, saying, "'rIlOu 
art no longer governor; the actual governor is.Din Mul.tam
mad." '1'hereupon J):lajdn'd-Dawla ordered proclamation to 
be made that all who were Babis should withdraw to one 
side <of the town>; and the bazaars were closed. And 
whosoever of the faithful had his dwelling .on that side <of 

and piety some wavered in secret, and did not' put fo;th 
their fuli ~'3trength in the war. 'l'herefore was the ~uratlOn 
of the sierre crreatly protracted. ~ ow the Babis, III whose 
hands wa~ m~re than half the city, erected nineteen ram
parts. And they had thirty captains, over all of whom 
Din Muhammad held an unquestioned supremacy. In each 
redoubt 'nineteen devoted men who had bidden farewell to 

1 See note 2 on p. 140 supra. 
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the town> abandoned it and came to this side, and so like
wise did the enemy. 'rhus were the true and the false 
separated from one another; and the number of the Babfs 
was about five thousand. 

[~'hat night His Excellency lvIajdu'd-Dawla quitted 
Khamsa 1 to go into the surrounding country and collect 
troops. 

[Such was the position till Friday the first of the month 
of Rajab, A.H. 1266 2

• On that day Mulla Mul}.ammad 'Alf 
summoned Din Muhammad, and said to him, (( Take two 
hundred men and g~ to the house of Mash-hadf Karim the 
powder-maker, seize whatever powder he has, and bring it 
away with you." So they went and brought it. N ow the 
enemy had arranged to go to the mosque and seize Mulla 
Muhammad 'Alf and take him prisoner. Near noon a ser
vant brought word that they had surrounded the mosque on 
all sides. Sheykh ~aIil~ was in the mosque, and him, with 
flattery and a show of weakness, they succeeded in seizing. 
But he clapped his hand to the hilt of his sword, and, 
crying ont, "yft $a?"ibll'z-zmnan 3 

/" attacked them. 'rhe 

life kept watch and ward, !l'ud one. of these was captr~in 
over the others and accordmg to 1m; behests and forbld
dirirrs did they' act. Five times each night did they pray 
anc! rend or chant the sacred texts of the new dispensation 
with sweet and strange utterance. 'rhen one amongst 

I Khamsa is the small province or district of which Zanjan is 

the capital. 
2 May 13th, A.D. 1850. L. has "1267", which is certainly a 

mistake (though the 1st of Rajab in that year did actually fall 
on a Friday), as is clearly proved by unimpeachable testimony. 
Of my first paper on the Babls in the J. R. A. S. for 1889, pp. 
511-512 and 524, anltmy Tmveller's Narrative, vol. ii, pp. 186-

187. 
3 Of pp. 69 and 74 S1tpra. 
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enemy laughed, that one should think to fight with so great 
a host, but on the other side one Mash-had! ij:aydar also 
rushed to attack them. Pahlavan Asadu'IIah Zirilt-pitsh 
had fallen upon Mash-hadi :ijaydar, when Sheykh' ~aliQ. 
smote him on the head, so that the blow shore through his 
hat and clave his skull to the brow. Then all the enemy 
drew their swords and charged. .A~a Mir ~aIiQ. had wounded 
four men, when the other Babis rushed to the attack with 
cries of "Ya $aMbu'z-zaman," and surrounded the enemy, 
who, being unable to withstand them, took to flight. The 
Babis wished to follow them, but M/uIla Mul}.ammad 'Alf 
sent and forbade them, saying, "You have no permis
sion to undertake a religious war; if they attack us we will 
defend ourselves, and if we fall we shall die martyrs." It 
was then ascertained that Sheykh' Tupchi, one of the 
believers, had fallen a martyr, and that two others had 
been wounded. On the other side four men had been killed 

. and twenty wounded. 'rhese occurrences were reported to 
'rehenin by the other side, who declared themselves unable 
to cope with the Babis. 

[Now there was near the citadel a castle known as the' 
Castle of 'Alf-Murad Khan, and this castle the enemy had 
occupied. On one side of it was the quarter of the friends, 
on the other that of the enemy, but the enemy held posses
sion of it, and had placed in it five hundred marksmen, and 
its towers were lofty. So the Babfs represented to Mulla 
Mul}.ammad 'Alf that the enemy, so long as they occupied 
this castle, would harass them sorely. 'l'hen said he, "Din 

them would repeat the words" AllalwAblta 1" ,two and 
ninety times, according to the number of the· letters in 
1VIttZ~aJnJnad, and the other eighteen would respond "Al-

l Of my first paper on the Babis in the J. R. A. 8. for 18R9. 
pp. 498-9 j and my Traveller's Narrative, vol. ii, p. xxxviii. 

N. H. 10 
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Mul}.ammad, send two hundred men, and let them capture 
the castle from the enemy." N ow there was within the 
castle a bath, and the doorway of this bath was toward the 
quarter occupied by the believers. And that night two 
hundred Babis entered the castle by this bath. '1'he enemy 
had occupied the roofs all round about, and there were 
within the castle ten enclosures one within another, and 
the rOOL'3 of these had the enemy occupied on every side, 
and thereon had they posted sentries. All at once the 
Babls burst open the door of the bath and entered through 
the bath into the midst of the castle. '1'hen Amir ~alil~ 
with two others took the staircase and began to ascend 
thereby, holding shields over their heads, and caring naught 
for the bullets aimed at them. So these went up, their 
comrades supporting them, and defeated the enemy, some 
of whom they hurled down from the roof-tops, and some of 
whom they slew with the sword, while Ule rest took to 
flight. Seven hours of the night had passed when they 
gained possession of the castle. Fifty-eight of the enemy 
were slain, and the plenteous store of muskets and other 
arms which were in the castle fell into the hands of the 
Babis. '1'hey then posted sentinels round about the castle, 
to wit fifty men under the command of Kerbela'i I:Iaydar and 
A~a Fatl}.-'Alf. And all the provisions which they had they 
stored together in the castle. 'rhree times during that day 
did the enemy attack them, and each time they were 
worsted and compelled to retire. 

[At the end of the month of Rajab r, Seyyid 'Ali Khall 

lUJm AbMi" in melodious unison. 'rhus were they wont to 
engage in prayer and praise till morning, being filled with 
ecstacy and joy. N ow when the duration of the siege wa~ 

1 The month of Rajah of the year A.H. 1266 ended on June 
11th, 1850. 
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came from the capital, bringing with him four regiments or 
soldiers and four cannons, and entered the town. '.' In the 
town they had made forty-eight ramparts, and half the· 
town with three gates was in the hands of the enemy, and 
half the town with three gates in the hands of the friends. 
Seyyid 'Alf Khan arrived there in the morning to reinforce 
the enemy, and issued orders that they should that very night 
attack <the Babis> on all four sides. Din Mul}.ammad told 
off two hundred men to repel the enemy, and ordered the -
rest to keep watch on the ramparts. The night set in dark 
with heavy rain. The enemy made a general attack,but 
were slain or overcome and put to rout; . :' , 

[Again they sought help from Teheran; but DinMu
l}.ammad also was engaged in devising means of opposing 
them. He had caused four guns of iron to be made (Seyyid 
Rama~all the courier acting as gunner) in addition to the 
twenty camel-guns which the Bahis already had. And he 
had made an iron rod, wherewith any wall which he might
indicate could be pierced, so that <the rod> went through· 
on that side l

• So, in like manner, all night untiUhe morn
ing he had miners 2 in the entrenchments, who dug shafts 
from the'midst of the street, so that they came' out into 
---------------------,------

, long protracted, and the royal troops had the worst. of it . 
for the most part, Mul}.ammad Khan of. Gfla,n 'was~om
missioned to destroy Zanjan and slay its inhabitants,' and 

'--, -, 

1 This description is not very clear, but what seems to ,be 
meant is that an iron punch or boring-rod was constnlCted, by 
means of which the walls could be loop-holed for musketry at any 
point attacked. It must be borne in mind that the walls of 
Zanjan, like those of all other Persian towns, are made of nothing 
I:ltronger than sun-baked clay. 

2 The word m1tg!tann~ (properly 1nu~ann1,) really denotes a 
professional maker of the subterranean channels (fwult) whereby 
water is conveyed to towns, villages, and fields in Persia. 

10-2 
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the market-place and there fought; for they had rampart:;; 
round about, and these they mined. 

[So matters were till J.{asim Khan, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
came from the capital with four regiments of soldiers, three 
guns, and two mortars, entered the city, and established 
himself in the entrenchments. rrhen he wrote a letter to 
Mulla Mu4ammad 'Ali requesting permission to visit him. 
Permission having been granted, J.{asim Khan with three 
of his officers waited upon Mulla Mul~ammad 'Ali, who 
imparted to them the new doctrine. And they remained 
with him till morning, and said to him, "We have two 
regiments of soldiers under our command; let us bring 
them, and imperil our lives with you." But he answered, 
" Stay in your entrenchments, and order your soldiers not 
to charge their muskets with bullets, and <in appearance> 
continue to act with the other officers, lest hurt come to 
you. Act with prudence: God will cause you to attain to 
His Supreme Grace." 

[On the following night <the enemy> made an attack 
on all four sides, and fought on until the morning, the 
strife continuing into the day until noon; but at length 
they were defeated, and fell back. In that day and night's 
fighting twenty-eight of the friends fell martyrs, and three 
hundred of the opposite side perished. 

[Again <the besiegers> applied to rreheran for re;..inforce
ments, and for three or four days abstained from fighting. 
On the fifth of the blessed month ~of Rama~an> I they 
made a mine nnder the ramparts. A~a Fatl~u'llah, who 
was in an upper room, informed Din lVIul).ammad, who came 

set out, bringing with him fierce soldiers and murderous 
guns. But though the besiegers had now more than thirty 
thousand horse and foot and nineteen pieces of ordnance, 

1 Rama~an 5th, A.H. 1266=July 15th, A.D. 1850. 

1 
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and put down a saucer there, and placed in the middle of 
the saucer some nuts. These moved, and by this he knew 
that they were mining <underneath>l. Thereupon he with
drew his men from that rampart. In the morning they 
fired the mine. The upper room was blown up and over
thrown. Seven of the Babis were blown into the air, but 
remained alive, and were extricated with a thousand diffi
culties <from the ruins>. Then word was brought that 
Raji Ghulam had constructed a box with double sides of 
planks and wood, behind which they had piled up earth, 
and that they had mounted this. on a gun-carriage to serve 
as a gabion, and were pushing it forwards from behind. 
Fire at this as they would, the Babis could produce no 
effect upon it. .A~a Al).mad, the brother of I:Iaydar Beg, 
taking with him nineteen men, went to' the rampart of the 
Akhund's Mosque. Ascending the minaret he cried out, 
"Bring pick-axes, and let us destroy this." One I:Iuseyn 
by name went up onto a roof, took aim at Aka Ahmad and 

~ . . ~ , ~ ~ 

s~ill for a long while (six months according to one account 
lllne mO!lths after another version) the citadel held out: 
though ,Its defenders were only three hundred and .si~ty 

1 A similar device is mentioned by Ferrier (Jonrneys: in 
Pe1'sia and Afgllanistan, London, 1857, p. 156) as follows :-"He 
[Yar MuJ:tammacl Khan] mentioned, however; in high terms the 
bravery of the [Persian] troops, and furnished me with much 
curious information respecting the siege [of Rerit]; his mode of 
ascertaining the direction in which the besiegers were carrying 
the galleries of their mines to reach the ditch of the place was 
very ingenious. Plates were filled with as much small seed as 
they would hold and placed upon the ground in those spots 
under which it was presumed the sappers were at work; and, in 
spite of all their precautions, the least concussion or blow from a 
spade or pick brought down a few grains from the heap, and 
discovered their position." 



150 THE NEW HISTORY. 

shot him, so that he fell from the minaret. The foe charged, 
but the friends also charged, and the attack was repelled. 
A~a Al}mad's bones were broken <by his fall>. 'fhe Babis, 
with a thousand difficulties, succeeded in obtaining posses
sion of his body, which they buried. But Din Mul;tammad 
rejoiced greatly, and the other Babis congratulated him; 
for it was their custom when anyone of the friends fell a 
martyr to congratulate his relations. 

[A few days only had elapsed <after this> when Suley
man Khan arrived with five regiments of infantry, four guns, 
and six thousand cavalry. The cavalry remained outside, 
while the <infantry> regiments entered the city. En~ 
counters took place daily; and if, for example, a hundred 
Babis attained the rank of martyrdom, five hundred men fell 
on the other side. One day a woman came out with a black 
pitcher in her hand to sprinkle water <on the dust>. 'fhe 
Babis seized her, and then discovered that she was really 
a man <in disguise>. rrlwy asked him what he was doing. 
He answered," 'l'lw clergy of the town have repeated spells 
over this water for forty days, and have given me twenty 
turnuns to sprinkle it, so that <your> people may be dis
persed." 'fhen they brought him before Mnlla Mul).ammad 
'Alf, to whom he said, "Six of the clergy have read prayer::.; 
over this water for forty days and given it to me to bring 
and sprinkle here." Said Mulla Mul~ammad 'Ali," 'fheir 
wickedness stands revealed, but no blame attaches to a 
messenger." 'fhen he gave the man a present, and dis
missed him. 

['rhe clergy daily sent letters saying, "Come, let lU:i 

make peace." Mulla Mul).allll11ad 'Ali's reply to these was, 

men, all divines or artizans, who had never before seen a 
battle-field, and to whom the very name of strife, much 
more actual war, was most distasteful. Yet, in spite of 
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"My answer is the sword." The clergy and the governor 
wrote to 'reheran bringing malicious accusations against 
~asim Khan, whom they accordingly summoned thither. 
On his arrival they secretly put him to death. But his 
two regiments continued to render services <to the Babis>, 
and to send them word when the besiegers intended to 
make a night attack. 

[At length one day it was arranged that the whole be-. 
sieging force should, in a combined attack, strive to capture 
the Babi positions. The attack was made simultaneously 
on twelve different points. Several officers and nearly a 
thousand soldiers, horse and foot, were slain, while of the 
Babis sixty-seven men fell, and the besiegers were utterly 
routed. 'fhey again wrote to Teheran saying, '~They have 
finished us." Mul}ammad Khan, Brigadier-General, was 
sent to their assistance, and came bringing with him eight 
regiments of soldiers, four guns, and two mortars. He 
encainped outside the city, and fired on it daily to destroy 
the towers. On the other side also they maintained a con
tinual fire with cannons and camel-guns, and inflicted 
great loss on the soldiers. 

[One day the besiegers made an attack and captured 
one of the towers, on which they planted a standard. 
ij"aydar Beg had remained beneath the tower. The Babis 
made a charge and drove down the enemy from the top of 
the tower. Din Mul).ammad was wounded in the thigh, 
and was confined to his house for some days, when, being 
somewhat recovered, he again came out. 

[One day Din Mul).ammad made intercession with Mulla 
Mul).ammad 'Alf for some aged men of the enemy ':110 were 

this they fought so bravely throughout this long stmggle 
as to leave on the page of time a lasting record of their 
valour, which must fill with wonder all discerning men, 
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in prison, and he let them go. When they were gone, one 
of them, by name Kalb 'Ali, went to the camp, waited on 
the Brigadier-General, talked with him, and obtained his 
consent to conclude a truce. '1'hen he came back to Mulla 
Mul~ammad 'Ali and submitted to him <the following 
proposal> :-" You shall give <a sum of> five crores <of 
dinars> \ and some of your old men, with a few chil
dren, shall take the ~ur' an, and go and sit beneath one of 
the guns 2. rrhen the Brigadier-General will send a de
spatch to the Government to say that these have thrown 
themselves on its clemency. 1'hen they will carry the 
vizier 3 before His Majesty the King, and the common 
folk can go their own way." Din Muhammad carried 
this proposal before Mulla Mul~ammad 'Ali, who replied, 
"You are a free agent; act in whatever way you think 
best." So Din Muhammad chose out sixty old men of 
eighty or ninety years of age and a few children, and 

and appears little short of miraculous. For, while they 
thus triumphed, an incomparable cavalry, trained to war
fare, and accustomed to victory, was continually put to 

1 i.e. 250 t'u1Julns, or about £76, according to the present 
rate of exchange. It seems incredible that five crores (two and 
a half millions) of any larger unit than the dzn(il' could even be 
demanded by the royalist general. 

2 The privileges of sanctuary (bast) are still accorded in 
Persia to wrong-doers of any class who take refuge either in a 
holy city or shrine (such as J}:um or Shah 'Abdu'l-'Azfm), in the 
royal stables, or in certain other places and objects specially 
associated with royalty. A certain large gun which stands ill 
one of the squares of Teher.in is "bast." The same virtue 
appears to be attributed here to the royal artillery in general. 

3 It is not clear who is meant by "the vizier," but presumably 
the Babi chief l\fulla l\ful~ammad 'Ali, or his lieutenant Din 
l\fullammad is intended. 
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put the I,{ur'an in their hands, and sent them to the camp, 
ordering the ramparts, meanwhile, to be well guarded. 

[As soon as the old men were come to the camp they 
seized them, thinking them to be the chiefs of the Babis, 
and ordered an attack. But the Babfs too were ready 
behind their ramparts, and as soon as the troops approached 
they were received with volleys of musketry and cannon
shots, to which they replied with guns and camel-guns. 
The fight was fierce, but at length the troops were forced 
to beat a retreat. It was ascertained that on that day 
nine hundred soldiers were slain.·· ..... 

[But the old men whom they had taken captive they 
wounded and cast into the <full glare of the> sun, and 
there they lay, crying out continually for the thirst which 
was upon them. When Mulla Muhammad 'Ali heard this he . , 
summoned Din Muhammad and said, "I require of you the 
hostages." "With all my heart," answered he. So when 

,it was night he took four hundred men, removed the earth 
with which they had stopped up the gates, opened the 
gate, issued noiselessly forth; and made a sudden attack 
on three different points. When the besiegers became 
aware of what was taking place, they loaded their cannon 
with small shot and fired. rrhe Babfs lay down, and, when 
the shot had passed, sprang to their feet and rushed for
wards, scattering an army of thirty· thousand.· They gave 
water to the hostages, set them free, seized all the weapons 
and provisions on which they could lay their hands, and 
returned <to their entrenchments>. Seyyid Rama~an suc
ceeded in carrying off a cannon, which he mounted ona 
gun-carriage he had made. They also brought back many 
mUi:lkets. 

flight, although its leader was a soldier inured to battle 
brave, experienced, and capable, who had control over th~ 
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[The enemy again applied to Teheran, and continued 
to devise schemes for the capture of the Babis, until one 
night Farrukh Khan (the son of Yal~ya Khan <of Tabriz>, 
and the brother of <Haji> Suleyman Khan) Lieutenant
Colonel, resolved to come and take captive lViulla Mu4am
mad 'Ali. So he took with him two others clad in helmets 
and coats of mail, and two of the enemy, who had been in 
prison <in the hands of the Babis> and had escaped, as 
guides. And about twenty thousand soldiers, whom Farrukh 
Khan and the other officers had maddened with drink, 
took part in the attack. They first attacked Haji Banna's 
barricade, drove him into a corner of it, and surrounded 
him. There were five men at that barricade, who, seeing 
this abandoned it and fell back on a house behind it. , . 

[l:Iaydar Beg relates as follows :-"While we were gomg 
the rounds with Mulla Mu4ammad 'Alf he said, 'I am 
going home; do you go and win some good, and then come 
tome.' So I went off.'rhen I saw that they had taken. 
the barricade and were preparing to set fire to it. At that 
moment Mirza JaW came up with nineteen men, and my 
father also with a number of others. We besieged that 
house, where a number <of the enemy> were in a room, 
and cut them off, so that no more from the army could 
come to their assistance. Then I entered the room, and 
with fair words induced them one by one to come forth, 
and our men stripped them of their weapons, saying, 'We 
will take you before the Master,' until two and twenty of 
them had come out, and Farrukh Khan alone remained. 
Notwithstanding all we could do, he would not come out. 

treasury of His Holiness the Eighth Imam \ and lavished 
money on the soldiers as though it had been but sand. 
But no great while elapsed ere he suddenly fell from favour, 

1 The Imam Ri~a, to whom Mash-had owes its sanctity. 

i 
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One of the faithful named 'Ali Akbar entered the room. 
Farrukh Khan fired at him with a pistol and killed him~ 
My father said, 'Do you stand still?' Thereupon I entered 
the room. He fired at me, but hit my shield, so that no 
harm befell me. Then I seized him tightly, and my com
rades came, and took him, and led him out, and brought 
him before Mulla Muhammad 'Ali. 'By command of 
what prophet,' said he, c"do you madden <your men> with 
drink, and attack the houses of God's servants, and kill 
several?' 'fhen he ordered him and the 'twenty-two other 
prisoners to be put to death 1. My father and I, taking a 
company of our men, also attacked a great bastion on which 
were seven guns, and set fire to it. We . likewise captured 
and destroyed six barricades besides it, and came ,back 
and presented ourselves before Mulla Mul~ammad 'Ali, wh() 
rewarded us with increase of rank and robes of honour. . 

["'rwo days after this, Mulla Mul~ammad 'Ali ordered 
me to go to the Castle of 'Ali Murad Khan and bring to 
him Kerbela'f 1:Iaydar and A~a Fat4-'Ali. So I went and 
brought them. 'fhen he said to them, 'You have betrayed 
the people's possessions to the enemy for money, intending 
to take flight yourselves. Why have you not gone? And 
why have you given the people's possessions to the enemy?' 
For a while they answered nothing; then they said, 'We 
wished to Imow-whether you would discover it or not.' -So·· 

was disgraced, and met with the punishment which his 
actions merited. And these three hundred and odd men, 
who were no soldiers, who had neither treasure, nor artil-

1 According to ~ub1;t-i-Ezel, Farrukh Khan was, or pretended 
to be, a Babi; and it was, no doubt, for this reason that he was 
put to death so cruelly, being first skinned alive and then 
roasted. (Cf. Kazem-Beg, ii, pp. 2] 7-220). His horse and 
sword were brought to his brother Yal)ya Khan, by whom they 
were offered to ~ubl)-i-Ezel. 
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Mulla Mulj.ammad 'Ali commanded them to be imprisoned; 
and there were thirty-five of them 1. 'rhen he placed ten 
other believers in the Castle <of 'Ali Murad Khan in their 
stead>. 

[" Next day the other side made a fresh attempt, and 
attacked the upholders of Truth at ten different points. 
For a day and a night fierce conflict was waged. One 
hundred of the faithful suffered martyrdom, and one thou
sand two hundred and five of the enemy were slain. 

[" But now orders were issued from the capital that His 
Holiness the Supreme Lord 2 should be brought from Chihri~ 
to 'rabriz to suffer martyrdom (as will be described in detail 
at a subsequent page). News of his martyrdom was brought 
to Zanjan, and they cried out at the barricades, "rhey 
have killed your Imam! Wherefore do you imperil your 
lives l' Mulla Mu}:tammad 'Alf said, 'My Master is one 
who lives, and death cannot touch him; yea, even those 
live who believe <in him>.' 

[" '1'hen the enemy wrote to ').1eheran, and <Mirza 'ra~i 
Khan> the .A rn-lr-£-Kabt}' issued fnrthcr commands, and 
from Luristan, and the districts of Hmuadan and '1'abriz, 
regiment after regiment of troops, horse and foot, continued 
to pour in and join the < bm.;ieging> army, until a host of 
1tbout thitty or forty thousand lay round about us, amI 

lery, nor stores and munitions of war, and who were snp
ported only by spiritual grace, stoutness of heart, and that 
new power of endurance bestowed on them from on high, 

1 It appears from p. 146 supra that the defence of the Castle 
in question had been entrusted to fifty men commanded by 
KerbeIa'i VaydaI' and Al,d. Fat~l-(AH, and that thirty-three of 
these had been guilty of making overtures to the enemy. 

2 lfa?J'at-i-Rabb-i-A'lel, one of the B{l.b's titles. See Tra1'elle1~s 
.Narrative, yolo ii, p. 229. 
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some of the friends took to flight, and some were captured 
and slain. 

[" Now the followers of Mulla Mul).ammad 'Alf had 
·llineteen barricades, and in each barricade were stationed 
nineteen men. When it was night one of them used to 
cry 'Allahu AbMi' ninety-two times, according to <the 
number of> the name Mu}:tammad, and the other eighteen 
used simultaneously to respond (Alla/tit Abhc't,' and ere 
morning they used five times to chant the sacred texts of 
the new dispensation with melodious voice, and till the 
morning they were occupied with prayer.1 

[" '1'0 return. 'rhe Government wished to send J a'far-
1,{uli Khan, General of Division, from Teheran. But he 
said to <Mirza Ta~i Khan> Amlr-i-Kabfr, 'I am not Ibn 
Ziyad to go to fight against a band of Seyyids and men of 
learning, though I have no objection to wage war against 
heretics such as the 'rurcomans and the like.' And some 
officers who had gone did but feign to fight, such as Mfr 
Seyyid I:Juseyn Khan of Ffruzkuh, whom the Ami1'-i-Kabl1', 
on discovering this, dismiRsed .. So likewise did some officers 
of the 'Ali-Ilahi sect who had gone to the war, so soon as 
they became acquainted with the true state of the case; for 
their Seyyid had forbidden them, therefore they fled. For 
it is written in their books and traditions that when the 
soldiers of Guninshall come to the Capital of the King, 

wrought during those days deeds which were an absolute 
miracle, for they were always successful in repelling the 

1 The substance of this and the following paragraphs occurs 
in C. also, as will be seen by referring to the translation of C.'s 
text a.t the foot of pp. 139-146 supra. The writer of the L. 
text has introduced them here most inopportunely, as the 
paragraph which succeeds should clearly follow immediately the 
paragraph which precedes them . 
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then the Lord of the Age (whom they call God) shall ap
pear; and this prophecy was now fulfilled. rrhey also 
possess certain poems which contain the date of the Mani
festation, and these too came true. So they were· con
vinced that this was the rrruth become manifest; but they 
excused themselves from giving active help and support 
<to the Babis>, saying, 'In subsequent conflicts, when the 
framework of your religion shall have gathered strength, we 
will help you.' 1 

[" Now when the enemy discovered that there was no one 
in the castle, they made a sudden and simultaneous attack, 
and took the castle and some of the barricades and houses, 
while the believers retreated from certain of their outworks, 
and fell back. rrhe troops then occupied themselves in 
plundering the Babis' property for one day, when they 
again put forth their whole strength, and poured down like 
. a flood through every street and over every roof. rl'he 
believers, being but few in number, were unable, strive as 
they might, to check their advance, and the enemy ima
gined that they had gone to fight in the lower part of the 
town. Four thousand soldiers with their officers had col
lected behind the house of I.Iuseyn Pasha. A woman 
brought word of this to Din Mul~ammad, who sent a body 
of men into the upper story. rrhese saw that the enemy 
were boring holes underground at the back of the house. 
which would come out in the court-yard. Although I dis
charged muskets and pistols at them, they would not move. 
We therefore retreated to the court-yard to go out. One 

foe, and held in check an army of thirty thousand. At 
length one day when Mulla Mury.ammad 'Ali had himself 
mounted on to one of the barricades, a chance bullet struck 

1 Cf. the translation of C.'s text at the foot of pp. 139-142 
$llpra, and the preceding note. 
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of the enemy recognized Mulla Muhammad 'Ali and cried 
out' Seize him! ' Another of the~ approached, intending 
to lay hands on him, but he put his hand to his sword and 
smote his assailant so fiercely on the right shoulder that 
the sword came out under his left arm-pit, cutting him 
clean in two. When the enemy saw this, they halted in 
consternation, and we went out from the house. But others 
of our friends, having been apprized of what was taking 
place, rushed into the yard sword in hand, and the assault 
was repelled." Three hundred soldiers were killed, and the 
rest were routed and put to flight. I.Iaydar Beg was wounded 
with a sword-cut, and his maternal uncle was killed. 

[I.Iaydar Beg continues as follows :-" One day I was go
ing the rounds with His Holiness <Mulla Mury.ammad 'Ali >. 

We came to a house the rooms of which had been destroyed 
and in which there was no one. He said to' me, 'See 
whether anyone is on guard here or not.' I looked, and 
saw no one. Now t.here was a narrow embrasure between 
two alcoves, and I looked through this to see whether the 
enemy had a barricade at this point, intending to discharge 
my gun, that they might not imagine that there was no 
one there.' His Holiness was standing, his . cloak thrown 
over his shoulder, opposite to the embrasure, when a bullet 
fired from the other side came through it, and, as fate would 
have it, struck his hand, shattering the bones. 'I render 
praise to God,' ejaculated he, 'that I have not been disap
pointed of this supreme blessing, that is to say martyrdom, 
but have at length attained to it.' I took out my handker
chief and bound up his wound, after which hewent to his 
house. ' Go,' said he then, 'bring hither your father Din 
Mury.ammad.' I therefore went and informed my father, and 

his hand, inflicting on him a grievous hurt. A few days 
before this he had signified to the faithful that such an 



160 THE NEW HISTORY. 

he cam~ bringing with him a surgeon, and they bandaged 
the wounded hand of our chief. 

[" Now when the enemy learned that His Holiness had 
been wounded by a bullet, they attacked us on all ,sides, 
and ceased not for a moment to pour down on us cannon
balls and bullets, as a cloud in spring-time < pours down 
rain >. On every side they made good their advance, ~nd 
captured our barricades and houses. 'rhe house~ whICh 
they took they set on fire, carrying off t~le furl1ltu~e as 
spoil. Every day they took several barrIcades: untIl ~t 
length they surrounded one of the houses belongmg to HIS 
Holiness. Bomb-shells would come and fall in the house, 
bury themselves in the ground, again emerge, and ?urst, 
killing several of the faithful. Andllow ~ll the .belIevers 
had fallen martyrs save eighty only, who stIll survIved, and 
continued to fio·ht at the barricades and in the trenches. 

[" It was n;w forty days since His Holiness had received 
his wound, yet he used to come out every day.. But one 
room was his own private retreat. ltound OIle side of that 
court-yard the enemy had erected a stockade from which 
they used to fire cannons, so that the cannon-balls came 
through the alcoves of the room. One day we w.e~t. to 
move His Holiness alJd take him out. In an adJommg 
room one of his wives, a woman of Zanjan, had in her arms 
a child still at the breast. A cannon-ball came and took 
off the heads of both mother and child, so that both fell 
martyrs, and were buried in that same room. :"hile we 
were carrying His Holiness out the enemy discharg~~ 
another cannon, and the ball entered the room. A gIl' 
fell into the fire-place and was burned. . 

[" His Holiness had three wives, two of them natIves of 

injury was about to befall him. In brief, he turned back 
from the barricade <to his house>, and was for some days 
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Zanjan and one a woman of Ramadan. 
with one son named ij:useyn, was taken 
they still are. 

The Ramadan!, 
to Shiraz, where 

[" We had removed the carpets and vessels of copper 
from one room, banked it up with earth, and converted it 
into a barricade. That was during the days of the month of 
lVIul}.arram 1. And when the enemy saw that they could not 
prevail against us, they ordered large quantities of firewood 
to be brought, and piled it up, meaning to set fire to it 
suddenly and burn us. But when it was the night of the 
twenty-fifth of ~afar2, five hours of the night being past, 
His Holiness summoned Din Mul}.ammad and three others, 
and thus communicated to them his last behests:-, ]t3 

'" '11118 time of my sojourn in this wretched world, which 
is the abode of disruption and strife and -the home of woes 
and afflictions, is ended, and my departure is nigh at hand. 
In this great trouble I enjoin on you patience and stead
fastness.· Be patient for three days more, for [three days] 
after my decease a strong* wind will blow [with great vio
lence]. If you endure and are patient, after the wind falls 
God will grant you [victory and] happiness. But if you 
are not patient, and if dissension and discord arise in your 
midst and ye become disunited, you will all be slain. Do 
not forget my words, for if you act agreeably to them you 
will see their fruit,and if you neglect them you will suffer 
their hurt and will be sorry. In either case you will see 

confined to his bed. Then he summoned three or four of 
his chief followers and said :-]t 

*[black]* 

1 Mu4arram A.H. 1267 began on November 6th and ended on 
December 5th, A.D. 1850. 

2 December 30th, A.D. 1850. 
3 Here the L. and C. texts unite. 

N. H. 11 



162 THE NEW HISTORY. 

that I have not spokcn vainly.' 'rhcn hc barle thcm bury 
him in the clothes he wore, adding to Din Mul).ammad, who 
was his confidential friend, 'Suffer no one to remove the 
diamond ring which I wear on my hand.' Being asked the 
reason of this injunction, he said, 'They must cut ofr my 
finger [as they did that of ij:useyn ibn 'Ali] [for the ring 
ere they can take it ']. 

"So when His Holiness Mulla Mul).ammad 'Ali had 
yielded up his spirit to the Lord of life, passed away from 
this transitory world, and ascended to a throne of supreme 
and everlasting glory, his followers, as he had bidden them, 
buried his body [with its gear] in * [the same room where 
they had buried his wives and his child],"*' as above de
scribed, and then betook themselves ancw to [the defence 
of their stockades and] the repelling of the enemy. And 
the besiegers were amazed at their resolution and courage, 
marvelling that they should be thus ready to imperil their 
lives now that they were without a leader.'rhey therefore, 
despairing of being able to carry the position by storm, 
began, after their wont, to devise treachery. 

"And now a strong wind began to blow and rain to 
fall, and the air grew dark and gloomy. t ['Amir A~lan 
Khan] t Majdu'd-Dawla, [Mul).ammad Khan] the Bri
gadier-General, and the other chief officers, seeing that in 
face of the rain, the gloominess of the weather, and the vio
lence of the wind (which was like to blow down all the tents 
in the camp) it was equally impossible to continue fighting 
or to wait patiently, had recourse to deceit, and sent [Suley
man Khan with] a promise of amnesty plighted on the 
Kur'an to the Babis. [Although Din Mul).ammad said to 
them 'You see what the wind is doing: be patient for , 
one day more!' they did but answer, 'Do you want them 

*[ a room near a well]* t [His Excellency] t 
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to burn our wives and children? 'J 'fhen the besiegers 
declared with the most solemn and binding oaths, ' It was 
MulIa Mul).ammad 'Ali, not you, whom we sought to take. 
Do not then seek to bring further sufferings on the soldiers 
or on yourselves. Be easy in mind, for with you we have 
no quarrel.' So these poor simple-minded folk suffered 
themselves to be beguiled by the plighted ~ur'anand 
these solemn oaths, and came before Din Muhammad and . , 
said, 'Now that they desire peace, as witnessed by ~heir 
treaty and covenant, it is displeasing in God's sight that 
we should reject their proposals and persist in continuing 
the strife.' He answered, '[By God, they speak falsely 
:tnd will shew us no mercy.] Do you not see what th~ 
wind is doing [to..;day]? Be patient for two or three days 
more, that God may give you deliverance.' Most of them , 
however, because of their simplicity of heart, believed the 
treachery of the enemy to be the promised deliverance, 
:tnd imagined that they had plighted their word on the 
~{ur' an in all truth and sincerity, really wishing to conclude 
the strife." 

*" I [But on the side of the enemy they did not wait for 
the Babis to come forth of their own accord, but encoln:
passed them round on every side. 'fhe Brigadier-General 
with his officers ascended the roo£'3, while an army of thirty 

*[So they came forth from the castle submissively 
hopefully, even joyously, and surrendered it to the be~ 
siegers. But when these had thus captured them (through 
their respec~ for the ~ur' an and the plighted troth) they 
slew them wIth every species of cruelty and indignity, and 

1 Here begins the second important divergence between the 
accounts given by C. and L. of the Zanjan siege. The former is as 
usual the shorter, the poorer in detail, and the more bombastic 
and inflated in style, and is relegated for these reasons to the 
foot of the page. 

11-2 
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thousand poured into the honses, seized their occnpants, 
and cast some down from the roofs on to the grounu. Din 
Muhammad and his friends and relatives ·were all gathered 
tocrether in. the room which had been occupied by His 
H~liness the martyr <. Mulla Mul}.ammad 'Ali>. With 
them were his wife I and children, several old men, and 
their own wives. The rest of the Babis were in their own 
houses. 'rhe soldiers poured into the houses, stripped the 
men, and carried off the women which these had with them. 
IJaydar Beg relates ;-" I and my father Din Mul}a~nmad 
were in a room t in which was an ice-cellar wherem the 
Babis had stored all the money and goods which they had 
secured t 2. 'rhe womell they had assembled in the house 
of f.InseYll Pasha. A regiment of soldiers surrounded them, 
veiled as they were, and bore them off to the honse of Mirza 
Abn'l-Kasim the 1nlljtallid, to ,",,:hose custody they com
mitted·them. Another regiment marched Din Mul}.ammad 
with fifteen others out of the city to the caravansaray of 

in most cases burned their bodies, all save so!ne few ",hom 
they led forth in chains and fetter~ to be earned be~ore the 
Amlr. Then they fell upon th~Ir hon.8es and seIzed ~ll 
that they had as spoil, took captIve theIr women and chIl
dren, whom they sold for a small price, and exlllun~d the 
corpse of His Holiness the Proof from the spot where It was 

1 i.e. the Hamadani woman who alone survived of the three 

wives. 
2 The text is here so corrupt as to be almost unintelligible, 

and I offer the translation enclosed between daggers as a mere 
guess at the sense. The text stands as follows in the MS. :-

I':J J-! JU,I )J ~~ ..1.0:><..0 IS J Y~ cJ IS Y,I , V-- c.S' ..I:.ft t1r. )~ , 

lr.> cI.i~ )J I)~) , ~;Jf ..J,raJ I)~ y~1 , ~ cJ ul~ .. \ i c.S' . -
I· .... o,;b.:., ..\.;J. ci (' uL. )J )J6. ~ l)l~1 A,- ~yS:; , J..;J"":' ~ L:;;~ 
JJ, . J. ,J' l .. 
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His Holiness Mnlla MUl}.ammad 'Alf, stripping them,· so 
that they had nothing but their shirts and drawers. The 
rest of the Babis they left in the city, making them find 
sureties < for their appearance >. 

[" Next day at snndown they sent and brought Din 
Mul).ammad before the Brigadier-General, who said to him, 
'Tell me where they have buried the corpse <of Mulla 
Mul).ammad 'Ali>?' My father answered, 'Since we shall 
be killed in any case, why should we tell you l' All said, 
'He speaks truly.' Then they brought the eldest son of 
His Holiness <Mulla Mul}.ammad 'Ali>, a boy of about 
seven years of age named I:Iuseyn, and questioned him. 
He pointed out the spot. 'rhey dragged up the corpse of 
Hii':! Holiness, and questioned the people of Zanjan <as to 
its identity>. All said, 'It is the Master's corpse.' '.ehe 
eyes of one of the officers fell on the ring. He drew his 
knife, cut off the finger, and removed the ring. The 
Brigadier-General remonstrated with him, saying, 'Why 
did you cut off the finger of this corpse 1 For people will 
say that even this detail is like what befell Imam I:Iuseyn 1

.' 

According to what is related, they dragged the corpse about 
the streets for three da,ys, and none knows what they did 
with it at last." 

[On the same day whereon two regiments of soldiers 
had brought Din Mu1}ammad and the other Babis to the 
market-place in the morning, Din Mu1}ammad's eyes fell on 

buried. As they were doing so, the eyes of one of these 
just and righteous Musulmans fell on the ring on its finger 
and he immediately drew out .his knife, cut off the finger; 
and removed the rmg. 'rhen It flashed upon the minds of 
Din Muhammad and several others who were in chains 
with him' that the words which their illustrious leader· had 

1 Of Sir Lewis Pelly's llfiracle Play of Hasan and H1tseyn, 
vol. ii, pp. 153--156. 
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the body of His HolineRR, from which they had. severed the 
finger, and he began to weep, and at once it flashed upon 
the others that the words which His Holiness had spoken, 
at the moment of his departure, "'rhey will cut off my 
finger and take the ring" had come true. They therefore 
entreated the Briuaclier-Geneml, saying, "Order them to 
kill us now, and °send us to join him." 'fhe Brigaclier
General was beyond all measure astonished at their request, 
and said J* "What have yon beheld in this house of oblivion

l 

that YOl~ seek thus eagerly after your own slaughter?" 
They replied, "May you never see what we have seen, aI~d 
may God never make it your portion; please God you WIll 
never hear what we have heard-
"Ve have seen what heretofore hath been seen by no mortal 

eye; 1 d" 2 d [To us is the mystery, "I 1vas a treasnre concea e' ma e 
plain, . l . "3 

FOl' " We are nearer to 1Jon" saith He, "than tlw Jugg ar vem .' 
,'I' '11 . t d d I]'" vVe marvel wherefore the Truth ye stl reJec an eny .. 

t [So two regiments of soldiers bore them away to the 

uttered at the time of his death, "11hey will cut off my 
finger and take the ring' had come true. Thereupon they 
began to weep bitterly, and urgently to entre:;tt. Mu};lammad 
Khan, saying, 'Kill us also, and send us to Jom that great 
and holy man.' Mul}ammad Khan was beyond all measure 
astonished and said,]* . . 

t[So they surrounded those poor VIctIms also, and 

1 FarumusA-klulne ("House of Oblivion") is the name given 
by the Persians to a masonic lodge. See Gobinean's Religions et 

Philosophies dans l'Asie GentmZe, p. 306. . . 
2 Alluding to the well-known words in whIch, accordmg to 

Muslim tradition, God made known to David the object of crea
tion: -' I 1vas a I£idden Trea,mre, and I desired to be known; 
tAm'efore I created creation tAat 1 ?nigM be known'. Cf. p. 133 supra. 

3 I>'ur'an, 1, 15. 
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market-place, and there they blew three of them from the 
mouths of mortars, and the rest they impaled on spears. 
Thus did they send them to join their leader. ] t 

[But they spared ij"aydar 'Ali Beg, seeing that he was 
but a child, though he continued to revile them, saying, 
"Kill me too!" For they thought thatHis Holiness must 
have amassed treasure, and hoped, by tormenting the child, 
to make him point it out to them, therefore they refrained 
from killing him. And God also willed to make manifest 
His might. So they imprisoned the lad, and next day 
brought him forth and said, "Make known to us the site 
of the treasure." He answered, "There was naught but 
what you have taken." Then they ransacked the room, but 
found nothing. Then they said to the child, "Why did 
you not curse the Bab yesterday 1" He replied, "So that 
you might kill me also." "Was it so great a thing to kill 
you 1" said they. (C No," answered he, "but I would that 
the merit of the act might be yours." Then they tiedhirn 
to the poles; but, beat him as they might, he continued, so 
long as he had sufficient strength, to revile them. And 
after that they continued to beat him until they thought 
he was dead, when they carried him away and cast him 
on an ash-heap. About the time of the morning call to 
prayer he caine to his senses. Twice afterwards they 
seized and imprisoned him. When the Brigadier-General 
was about to return <to Teheran> he gave him to 1J£ajdu/d
Dawla, who repeatedly tormented him that he might point 
out the supposed treasure, but, as there was none, he still 
said nothing. Ijaydar Beg relates as follows :-" They 
carried away the corpses of His Holiness Mulla Mul;tammad 
'Ali and my father and cast them out into the moat. At 

struck blows at each one, until they had sent them to join 
their leader.]t 
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night the gunners took away the four corpses and buried 
them. Afterwards they summoned four others with the 
wife of His Holiness to r1'eheran." There were four of the 
Babi leaders who had survived (for though they had been 
wounded they had not died), to wit: Mu1).ammad Ba~ir the 
surgeon, 'Alf Mu1).ammad, Hadi Beg, and B"aydar Beg, 
together with the widow of His Holiness. All these they 
brought to r1'eherin. rrhe widow of His Holiness they sent 
to ShirazI. rrhe four leaders they sentenced to death. They 
brought them to the foot of the execution-pole and slew 
three of them; "But for me," says B"aydar Beg, "they sub
stituted another, one Ahu'l-B"asan, whom they killed; for 
Haji 'Ali Khan made representation to the King, saying, 
(Since this one is a inere child it is not good that his blood 
should be shed.' They sent me to the gaol, where I remained 
for nearly two years. rrhen they set me free, and I came 
out, and was for some years in attendance on him 2, until he 
toosufIered martyrdom, while I survive till this day."] 

After they had thus made an end of the Babis, they de
stroyed their houses with artillery so utterly that no trace of 
them was left, and, having accomplished all this, turned back, 
conquering and victorious, with demonstrations of triumph. 

Now the full details of these events are many, and 
what has been here set forth is but as one in a thousand 
and a little out of much; I know not how it could be that 

1 See p. 161 supra. 
2 It is impossible to say to whom the pronoun refers. As the 

plural is used, and as the person designated is said to have 
"suffered martyrdom" it is clear that some one of the Bah! saints 
is intended. None who escaped the massacre of Zanjan having 
been mentioned, one can only conjecture that one of the Babis 
put to death at Teheran in 1852 may be meant. No doubt the 
unrecorded circumstances or the context of I.Iaydar Beg's narra
tive rendered the point clear enough to his hearers. 
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no wise statesman or prudent counsellor perceived . and .. 
pointed out to His Majesty the King, that he ought to 
take thought for his poor subjects, the prosperity of his 
realms, and the freedom of his nation, and ought not, 
merely on account of religious differences, to send armies 
to ravage the land and destroy the people. Differences of 
faith can only be removed by conferences and discussions 
between learned divines, and the unbiassed investigations 
of properly qualified persons, not by massing of troops 
and massacre of the people. At the beginning of the 
war His Holiness M ulla M u1).ammad 'Ali, desirous of per
fecting the proof, wrote the following letter to < Mirza Ta~i 
Khan> Anzlr-i-Kabir :-t 

" Your Excellency has been misinformed concerning this 
matter. It behoves a strong and honourable government to 
subdue by force of arms rebels and disaffected persons who 
seek to grasp for themselves independent authority, hut 
not such as myself and this little band of devoted men, . 
who have trodden under foot all worldly ambitions and 
hopes. We would discuss the signs whereby the recipients 
of Divine revelation may be recognized with those who, 
alns! have m~de their knowledge but an instrument where
with to secure worldly consideration and the esteem of 
men, It is not seemly to attempt the removal of this 
difference by armed force, injustice,alld violence. Justice 
and fairness rather demand that a conference should be 
arranged to take place in the presence of Your Excellency 
where we may discuss the matter with the clergy: who are 
responsible for the misrepresentations from which we suffer, 
and the war and strife which these have entailed. Should 
this be done, either truth will be distinguished from false-

t[ Acconnt of the letter of His Holiness (the Proof' to 
lIHrz(i Tctlf[ KMin Arnlrr-i-Kablr.]t 
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hood [in which case the establishing of the former and the 
suppression of the latter will be easily effected], or you can 
give us leave to depart into foreign lands without strife and 
bloodshed. " 

'1'he Amz·r-i-Kab[rr, however, notwithstanding his desire 
for the welfare of the state, and his great administrative 
capacity, was so blinded by selfish interest that he paid no 
heed to a single word of this address, and became the cause 
of terrible devastation of property and destruction of life 
both amongst the troops and the people, until at length he 
received his deserts. Even the representatives of foreign 
powers, actuated solely by humane and philanthropic mo
tives, pointed out to him at the beginning of these events 
how ill it beseemed the majesty of the Sovereign to send 
his troops to destroy a number of his own subjects, for the 
most part men of learning, who had neither injured nor 
molested anyone, nor been guilty of any treasonable action 
towards the government, merely on the ground of a differ
ence of belief between them and the rest of the dergy .... 
'1'heir representations, however, proved inefficacious, and 
deeds were done which ill befitted the kingly dignity. 

[Account of the letter add1'essed to His 11IaJesty the ](ing 
by tlte Lettm' J.] 1 

In like manner some while ago one of the most pro
foundly learned, earnest, and virtuous of divines addressed 
to His Majesty the King a letter to this effect :-ccrrluough 
the machinations of the clergy, and at their command, these 

1 By "the Letter J." (<::. J j '"-) I conjecture th[tt .AJpi Jemal 

of Burt'~ircl, one of the most learned and influential of the 
(Beha!J) B,ibis resident in Persia, is meant. That he was im
prisoned for some time in Teheran (see pp. 172 and 180 infra) I 
know from one who shared his captivity. 
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people I have for a long while been visited with the scourges 
of wrath and anger. If this bitter animosity and these harsh 
measures arise from the fact that the clergy regard them 
as heretics and infidels, then convene an assembly in the 
presence of some few persons who enjoy the confidence both 
of the government and the people, so that I your petitioner 
may make it clear by irrefragable proofs that the clergy are 
in error, and may banish these dissensions from our midst, 
in order that His Majesty the King may henceforth refrain 
from molesting these much-wronged and innocent people." 

Certain passages of this document which bear most on 
the topic before us are as follows :-" Is the measure of peace 
and security granted to humble and unobtrusive folk to be 
dependent on the whims of sectarian zealots steeped in 
selfishness and prejudice and thinly disguising their greed 
of worldly lucre under a veil of sanctity? Or is it to be 
dependent on the judgement of His Majesty's trusted ad
visers, the requirements. of the national well·being,andille 
principles of a just administration designed to increase the 
prosperity of the country, to suppress sedition, and to 
promote the welfare of mankind? If the former, then ere 
long neither state nor people will remain, and we had best 
abandon forthwith our lives and property, and depart to the 
realms of non-existence. If the latter, then wherefore all 
this strife and disputation? I know not what advantage .. 
cunning and spiteful men obtain from religion. I swear by. 
God that religion cannot be combined with worldliness, nor 
true faith with greed of gold. From old time proneness to 
strife and discord hath been one of the characteristics of 
the worthless and ignorant. In matters of faith and 
doctrine hatred and malice should have no place, for re
ligion is a hidden mystery appertaining to the heart, and 
cannot be placed in dependence on any man's will. The 

1 i. e. the Bli bis. 
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:Ylost Merciful God hath endowed every soul with the 
means of recognizing Him, and hath rendered it inde
pendent of all else. Blind subservience to authority hath 
never been right, nor are vain fancies a sufficient guide. 
Every soul must attain to a knowledge of the truth by its 
own earnest endeavour." 

I t was therefore decreed by His l\IIaj esty the King that 
a discussion should take place in the house of one of the 
ministers of state, between several prominent members of 
the clergy on the one hand, and the learned petitioner on 
the other, in order that some conclusion might be reached 
as to the validity of the claims advanced on either side. 
After much discussion, and re-iterated demands on the 
pa,rt of the clergy for reasons ,vhy their· authority ,,'as 
disputed, some left the room in anger, and the others 
declared that they would no longer rem~Lin in the same 
city with their opponent. In consequence of this the King 
impril'loned tha,t learned all(1 saifitly nla.ll for a whole year, 
merely to propitiate the clergy, and to protect the state from 
the sedition which they would otherwise have stirred up. 

'rhe learned Babi, on his part, wrote an account of the 
discussion which took place between himself and the clergy 
in the Arabic language. A perusal of this document will 
convince all fair-minded persons that the clergy were 
actuated solely by a selfish desire to retain their supremacy, 
and that the motive which led them to reject the Lord of 
the Age was a fear lest their authority might be weakened 
and their commands and prohibitions made of none effect. 
'ro make this clear, we apvend a translation of this account, 
rendered in the Persian language by that eminent scholar 

and illnstrions divine AJ~a Mirza Abu'I-Fa~P, origirmlly of 

1 C. introduces this account with a somewhat different form 
of words, and suppresses the name of Mirza Abll'l-Fa;:l, concerll-
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Gulpayagan, without either addition or suppression; 'The 
account, as rendered by the Mirza in Persian, runs as 
follows :-

"rfhis is a true account of what passed between this 
oppressed servant of God on the one hand, and two factions 
of the mighty ones of the earth 1 on the other, when they 
brought me in to their assembly with· malice and great 
injustice. When I had entered and seated myself, they 
first demanded what I sought and intended by the petition 
which I had submitted to His Majesty the King, and the 
complaints which I had therein made against the clergy. 
When they had finished speaking, I answered them as 
follows. 

" 'A tradition which hath been handed down from the 
holy Imams and the pure ones of God's chosen family 

. saith, " When heresies appearr amongst mankind, then let 
the wise nutn shew f01·tll his knowledge." . Now since I do 
clearly perceive that heresies and falsehoods have appeared 
in your midst, and since I find you all pursuing the path 
of error, I am come to shew· forth such knowledge and 
wisdom as i~ hath pleased God to bestow upon me, to warn 
alike the ministers of state and the clergy of their errors, 
and to call your attention to those ordinances of the Book 
of God which you have ignored. 

" 'Now what I have to say to the representatives of the 
government is this, that kings and rulers have no right 
to exercise control over anything beyond the outward body 
of the world. 'fheir function is to maintain order in 
their realms, to strive to secure the prosperity of their 
lands, to suppress sedition, to seek after the amelioration of 
men's condition, and to be diligent in the furtherance of all 

ing whom see my Catalog1le and Description of 27 BaNi JIanu
scripts in the J. R. A. S. for 1892, pp. 442-3, 663-5, and 701. 

1 i.e. the representatives of the government and the clergy. 
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measures conducive to the tranquillity and welfare of the 
community and the increase of the national wealth. But 
kings have no right to interfere with the religious opinions 
of their subjects, or to. seek control over men's beliefs. 
Because the King hath done this, enmity and war have been 
rife for nearly thirty years I, during which time nearly a 
hundred thousand souls have been slain or scattered abroad 
in distant and foreign lauds. Had these been spared, the 
number of them and their offspring would now have 
amounted to five hundred thousand, and thereby the pros
perity of the country would have been greatly increased, 
for how much may be effected with even a hundred thou
sand 1 

" "ro the clergy I have three things to say. First of 
all, if one appears in great glory and power summoning 
men to God, if he be not from God does it rest with God 
to confute him and bring him to naught, or with men l' 

"'fhey answered, 'It rests with God.' 
" "fhen,' said I, 'what say you of him who appeared 

in the year A.H. 1260, with great glory and cogent proofs, 
calling men to God, and directing them to the divine law 1 
For the Lord did in no wise confute him, but, on the con
trary, exalted his doctrine, made manifest his deeds, and 
rendered clear his proofs, so that his verses are dissemi
nated throughout the world, and his writings found in every 
region and quarter.' 

"'rhey answered, 'Learned divines, who are God's 
representatives amidst men, turned away from him and 
rejected him, even as we also reject him.' 

" , Are you then,' said I, 'the representatives of God, 

1 From this it would appear that the discussion here described 
took place about A.H. 1290 (A,D. 1873). Of. my Remarks on the 
Bdbi te.r:ts published by Ba1'on Rosen J:c. in the J. R. A. S. for 
1892, p. 281. 
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the elect of the Sure Faith, the guides to the· Straight 
Path-you, who are devoid of the very rudiments of wisdom, 
who know no method but conjecture and imagination? 
How can such as have no certain conviction in minor. 
points of religion and jurisprudence, who can pronounce no 
final decision, and who regard the Gate of Knowledge as 
shut\ think themselves entitled to decide on the highest 
questions relating to the Divine Unity, or to recognize 
those well-springs of holy inspiration who are the channels 
whereby God's grace is conveyed to mankind? How can 
they consider their acceptance or rejection of God's apostles 
and messengers as a thing to be greatly heeded? Can one 
so blind that he cannot see his own foot, but stumbles into 
the pits of error and strays in the valleys of destruction, 
claim to distinguish between truth and falsehood, or to be a 
measure for the knowledge of Him who created the heavens , 
the Lord of the Names and Attributes? ' 

"When my discourse had reached this point, all were 
silent in wonder and amazement, and I continued:.' Let 
us descend, however, from this level, and suppose that 
these people are in error. Even in this case, what right 
have you to regard them as unbelievers and to sanction 
the shedding of their blood, seeing that they make the 
same profession as the Muslims in what regards the pro
phetic office of the prophets, the sanctity of the saints, the" 
sufficiency of the Book of God for a proof, and the binding 
nature of its commands and prohibitions ? Yet have you' 
unjustly slain these holy and spiritual men with such' 

- cruelty as hath not been witnessed or heard of in any of 
the heathen tyrants of bygone time.' . 

'" This sect,' answered they, 'maintain that that Holy 

1 i.e. who deny the possibility of any further revelation or 
, , 

the eXIstence of any open channel of communication between 
God and men. OJ. my Traveller's Narrative, vol. ii, pp. 243-4. 
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Being whose coming hath been promised to us hath been 
born in this time, which assertion is contrary to truth. 
1Vith those who hold such a belief we will have no 
dealings.' . 

" 'By what proof.'l,' I demanded, 'do you make good 
this assertion? POl', according to the established principles 
of your religion, this is not unbelief.' . . 

" , 'rhe proof,' replied they, 'is the self-eVIdent necessIty 
of the matter in the eyes of all adherents of our faith; for 
if you enquire of even the common folk and tradespeople, 
they will unanimously declare that the promised advent 
cannot possibly take place in this age.' 

" 'Great heavens l' I exclaimed, 'I marvel at < your 
adducing> a proof so flimsy and weak that a child would 
laugh at it 1 'l'he common folk and tradespeople are a 
branch from your stem; their beliefs are gathered from 
your discourses, and their errors learned from you. And 
now you regard these beliefs of theirs as "fundamental 
principles of faith" which are necessarily true, cling to 
figments more unsubstantial than a spider's web, and ~ast 
yourselves adrift from the "Strong Rope" and" Most Pum 
Hand-hold" 1 of the Lord.' 

"When the discussion had reached this point, they, 
being unable to justify their deeds, sought to repl~d.iate 
them, saying, '1Ve have not pronounced the ban of mfi
delity ao-ainst this sect, nor have we seen in them any evil, 
nor do ~ve seek to shed their blood. The author of this 
bloodshed and these imprisonments, and the cause of this 
terror and persecution is the King.' . . . 

" 'Why then,' I retorted, 'did ye not enJom on hun 
the rio'ht and forbid him the wrong, seeing that in the Book 
of G~l ye are bidden to summon men into the way of 

1 ~{Ul"an, ii, 257; xxxi, 21. 
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righteousness and salvation, and not to hide from them the 
di vine ordinances ? ' 

" Finding my arguments stronger than their own and 
my faith more firmly established, they remained silent, and 
I continued, 'There is another point to which t would call 
your attention. '.ro day the Manifestation of God's com
mand and the Well-spring of His inspiration is apparent in 
the world, and, with God-given power, hath proclaimed his 
mission, summoning the great ones of every people and 
the kings of every nation to enter the Straight Way and to 
embrace the Pirm Paith I. Agreeably to the purport of the 
blessed verse, "Tlte believers should not march fortlt all 
together; and if a troop of every division of them marc1t 
not forth, it is only tlwt tltey may study religion,"2 was it 
not incumbent on you to enquire into his doctrine, that 
your uncertainty might give way to assurance and full con
viction? 0 assembly of divines, why do ye keep men back 
from the fount of the sweet water of God, and shut them 
out from the Straight Way of the Lord? Why do ye hide 
the truth with falsehood, strive to extinguish God's Light, 
and sell religion for the world? Answer fairly: can Almighty 
God, under whose absolute control are the souls of all man
kind and the uttermost parts of the earth, patiently suffer 
anyone to maintain successfully a false claim to saintship 
and authority in such wise that the most discerning minds 
and the keenest intellects should submit to his sway, as 
you have seen them do in this case?' 

1 Since the Babi apologist at the beginning of his discourse 
(p. 174-supra) spoke of his fellow-believers as having been sub
jected to persecutions "for nea.rly thirty years" it is evident that 
BeluL'u'llah is here intended. The concluding words in the 
sentence can hardly allude to anything else than his Epistles to 
the Kings (Alwa!t-i-Sala!in). 

2 J):ur'an, ix, 123. 

N. H. 12 
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II 'Aye,' said one of those present, I men submitted to 
his attraction, allowed his claims, believed in him, and 
made him their refuge, but without proof or token.' 

I" Then/ answered I, I to God is the greater glory for 
endowing His Manifestation with a majesty so unap
proachable and a power so supreme as to be in himself a 
sufficient proof. He is the realization of the blessed word 
" 0 ThOll whose essence provetl~ Tltine essence," the mirror of 
the glorious truth "High is He above all likeness to the 
manifestations of llis Names and A ttr'ib ntes ", the fulfil
ment of the word " Exempt is lIe from participation in 
tIle natltre of His creatnres", inasmuch as He is independent 
of all else than Himself and of all which men denote by 
the term Ie thing".' 

"They replied, (In proof of your assertion shew us 
some miracle the like of which no man can perform.' 

" I I am but a humble servant of God,' said I, ' and a 
believer in the King of kings; yet if all of you, great and 
small, prince and peasant, learned and simple, will agree 
respecting the sign you desire, and will publicly notify it to 
all men, and appoint a da,y for its exhibition, I, by means of 
tha,t instrument known as the telegmph whereby commu
nication can be esta,blished with distant lands, will, on the 
day so appointed, pray him who is the Manifestation of 
Divine Power and the Well:..spring of Hevelation L to shew 
you what you desire.' 

" Perceiving by the confidence with which I advanced 
so bold a challenge tha,t I stood on firm gronnd, they 
replied, 'It wa,s you who first provoked this contest, and it is 
therefore incumbent upon you to shew us some sign on your 
own part, that we may admit the validity of your claim.' 

1 i.e. Beha'u'llah, who must at this time have already taken 
up his abode at Acre in, Syria. See n. 1 on p. 174 supra. "1 

;: 
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" 'By Him in whose control. my spirit lies,' ,said!, 

, I hold myself as nothing more than a believing servant of 
the Lord of Unity, neither do I claim aught beyond this. 
But answer me fairly: what greater miracle can there be 
than that I should thus fearlessly confront you, expose 
your errors, and dispute with you, undeterred by fear of 
your malignant hatred, or your notorious eagerness to shed 
the blood of such as hold this certain truth? For every man 
of discernment well knows that anyone of you who should 
have reason to believe that he had incurred the enmity of 
a powerful noble or high officer of the King would be over
come by that dread. and fearfulness which are the constant 
portion of the erring, and would hasten to hide himself 
like a timid girl.' 

" When the discussion had reached this point, my ad~ 
versaries dispersed from before me and assembled in another 
place, whither they summoned others of God's servants 
whom they had arrested and imprisoned with me,and beg~n' 
to ply them with questions. Then they called me into 
their presence a second time. When I entered, I saw the 
friends of God sitting abashed and confounded before them. 
I Tell me,' 'cried I, 'of what wrong towards church or state 
these poor innocents have been guilty, that in the land of 
Kashan they should have been exposed to the malice and 
spite of a pack of scoundrels, and that you, instead of suc
couring the afflicted and protecting the oppressed, should 
punish and imprison them? ' . '. 

"rrlwn a certain divine of Kashan, overstepping all 
bounds of decorum, cried out at me, 'What hast thou to 
do with these, that thou seekestto defend them and darest 
call learned and eminent divines "tyrants" and "scoun
drels" ?' 

"'fhen was I filled with wrath, and sat down on my 
knees, and thus spake: I Snch words beseem not thee and 

12-2 
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such as thee, who arc unworthy to speak of higher things. 
It is only the ignorant who dare shew discourtesy to those 
superior to themselves alike in birth and position, and 
none but fools fancy themselves wise in the absence of all 
learning and culture. How can one ignorant alike of the 
decencies of society and the amenities of discussion, and 
neglectful of the ordinary rules of good breeding incumbent 
upon all, account himself wise in matters of faith, and com
petent to decide as to the repudiation or acceptance of 
God's elect? ' " 

Repeated attempts were subsequently made at KerbeIa 
and N ejef to compass the death of this learned apologist, 
but these were frustrated by the justice of His Majesty the 
King, who, to put a stop to the trouble, subjected him to 
a temporary confinement. Noone can blame the King for 
acting thus; for such is the infiuence which the clergy 
enjoy, and so great is their power in every depal;tmentof 
the state, that they have nullified the sovereign's au
thority in exactly the same way as they have destroyed all 
but the name of religion and law. rrhrough their successive 
encroachments and usurpations of power the King is re
duced to the semblance of a lifeless body, or a half-killed 
bird whose struggles tell but of approaching death .... rrhe 
King cannot issue allY command ortake allY step opposed to 
their views, and they imagine that he exists but to maintain 
their authority and to give effect to their decisions. rrIms 
should any governor or minister, lwwever powerful, issue 
any order or take any steps to secure the well-being ofthose 
subject to him, or to promote the national prosperity, with
out first consulting them, they will, by a mere hint, incite 
the people of his province or city to harass, vex, and thwart 
him till they have driven him out, after which they will 
fall to plundering men's property and carrying off their 

I 
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i 
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wives, without the least respect for the authority of the 
King or any other person. rrhat they should so act towards 
governors is indeed a common-place scarcely worthy of 
mention, for they have always behaved in the same un
seemly fashion towards the most powerful monarchs of 
former days, not suffering them to take any step in accord
ance with their own judgement, or to adopt any measure 
for the good of the nation; and, at the least opposition or 
offence, inciting the people to rebel against the royal au
tlIority. Down to the present day they have continued to 
hold the government and the people in subjection to them
selves, and have 'at all time~ been the cause of national 
decay. All history bears witness t'o the truth of this as": 
sertion, on which it is unnecessary to expatiate further; bllt 
at no previous time have any clergy possessed such power 
as is now wielded by the mullas of Persia, who regard them
selves as the representatives of the Imams, and call their 
kings" dogs of the Imams' threshold." If some effectual 
means be not soon adopted to disperse this hierarchy, nul
lify their power, and destroy their authority, they will ere 

, long bring about the fall of this empire also, seeing that 
they have now waxed exceedingly bold and powerful. 
On the return of His Majesty the King from Europe l they 
not only clamoured for the dismissal of the Prime Mi
nister, circttlating false reports of his atheism, but also' 
prevented the introduction of railways, which would have 
greatly conduced to the prosperity of the country and the 
freedom of the people. Had the King not adopted the 

1 Na~iru'd-Din Shah set out from Teheran on his first journey 
to Europe on Saturday, the 21st of ~afar, A.H. 1290 (April 20th, 
1873), and again set foot on Persian soil on Saturday, the 13th of 
Rajab of the same year (September 6th, 1873). This allusion is 
important, as giving some indication of the date when this 
history was written. 
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wise policy of conciliating them by acceding to their de
mands, they would assuredly, as they had openly declared, 
have refused to let the Royal cavalcade enter the capital, or 
the King take his seat on the throne. In short, if effectu:al 
steps be not taken to check these mischief-makers, they 
will, for the attainment of their own selfish ends, so destroy 
and blot out this dynasty that no trace of its existence 
shall remain on the page of time, even as they destroyed 
the mighty monarchies of bygone days. Even towards the 
great kings of the Achffimenian dynasty they behaved in 
a manner which it, is a shame even to mention. Did not 
rash and inconsiderate priests persuade Shir(we to kill 
King Parvlz in order that he might become king in his 
stead, and afterwards induce him to put to death twenty
one of his brethren, each one a prince of the blood royal? 1 

Yet even then, notwithstanding his obedience to their will, 
they would not suffer him to govern according to his own 
pleasure. 

["Would'st thou know the mel-ny ills obedience to a priesthood 
brings? 

Read the records of the world, and search the stories of its 
kings !"] 

Did not the territory of this same Persia once extend 
eastwards to 'rransoxania and the mountains of 'rhibet and 
China, westwards to the river Euphrates, southwards to the 
Gulf of Oman, and northwards to the Aral Mountains? 
Even in the time of Khusraw Parvfz, notwithstanding all 
the troubles and revolutions brought about by the priests, 
the revenue of what remained of the Persian Empire 
amounted to eight hundred and twenty-nine crore:"z [of 

1 See 'fabarf's Annales, series i, vol. ii, pp. 105~ -1060, and 
Noeldeke's GescAicMe der Perser und Amber ZIt]' Zeit del'Sasani
den, pp. 379-383, and n. 1 at the foot of the latter page. 

2 The Persian crore ())}) is half a million. 
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dinars] of red gold, while in might, majesty, and power they 
had no rival. All the kings of the earth rendered homage 
to the monarchs of the Achffirnenian dynasty and were as 
naught beside them, just as at the present day Persia is as 
naught beside the nations of Europe, but is like a dismissed 
governor or a cancelled edict, heeded by none. This abase
ment is the outcome of the learning of these divines, these 
upholders of religion and law, and the result of their undue 
power and influence. By the troubles which they have 
stirred up Persia has been made desolate and reduced to a 
few empoverished and deserted provinces, the total revenue 
deri ved from which· at the present day only amounts to 
seven crores <of t1lmanS>\ and even of this, were the 
taxes fairly levied, not half would com"e into the royal 
treasury. 

Shame on the people of Persia for their lack of spirit! 
By God, they have not a spark of patriotic or manly feeling; 
they have grown habituated to cowardice, falsehood, and 
flattery; they acquiesce in tyranny and oppression, and, 
relinquishing the position of free agents, have become mere 
passive inst~uments in the hands of the clergy! Do they 
forget that in days of yore their glory and honour, their 
wealth and prosperity, were the envy of all peoples? Do 
they not ask themselves why they have now become a 
bye-word amongst the nations for abject misery, meanness, 
and baseness? Moreover did they not once excel all 
mankind in every art, trade, and handicraft? Why are 
they now sunk in savagery, poverty, and ignomnce, and 
notorious for their utter want of generosity, justice, and 
wisdom? Do they never reflect why it is that their science 
is now restricted to such things as purifications, washing 
the orifices of the body, dyeing the beard, clipping the 

1 Between a million and a million and a half pounds sterlmg. 
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moustache, disputing about payment of tithes and alms, 
atonement for wrongs', Imam's money, and the like, for 
the determination of which things even it does not suffice? 
Yet so heedless are they that. they do not perceive that 
most of these divines originally spring from the rustic 
population or the scum of the towns. They enter our 
cities and colleges with a smock and a staff, and feet full 
of sores encased in coarse flocks and canvas shoes. rrhel'e, 
by the alms and votive offerings of the people, by begging 
from this one and that one, by prayers and fastings paid 
for at the rate of two U[mans a year, by reading through the 
whole ~ur'an for a lp'an,and by fees obtained for the 
performance of devotions, they manage to live in extreme 
wretchedness and poverty. After reading a few books, 
learning Arabic, filling their minds with all manner of 
doubts, hesitations, and vain scruples, and developing 
their obsolete superstitions and prejudices, they leave 
college, take their seats in the chair. of· the Law and 
the Imamate, and forthwith become the absolute arbiters 
and law-givers of the nation, the controllers of all men's 
lands and possessions, the owners of horses, mules, gold, and 
silver. They then think themselves entitled to set their 
feet on the necks of all mankind, to lord it over the noble, 
to maintain troops of horses and retinues of servants, to 
claim to be the vicegere:nts of the Imam, to receive his 
tithes, and to make atonements for wrongs. They account 
themselves the most noble amongst all creatures and the 
most perfect, the generality of men as "like cattle "2, and 
the common folk as "even more astray" 3. rnley become 
dead men's heirs, consumers of endowments, and collectors 
of tithes and" thirds", and usurp the station of "the One, 

1 See the foot-notes on p. 77 supra. 
2 IS.ur'an, vii, 178; xxv, 46. 
3 Ibid. 
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the Dominant" "to whom belongeth dominion"l .. Well 
says I:Iafi~, 

"These preachers, who, when in their pulpits, of virtue make 
such a display, 

Behave, I assure you, in private in quite a dissimilar way. 
That they put any faith in the Judgement they preach one 

can scarcely believe 
When Him who shall judge them they daily attempt to out

wit anel eleceiYe."2 

Most people, however, have not sufficient sense to per
ceive from what sources all these luxuries, powers, shops, 
villages, lands, aqueducts, possessions, and moneys which 
the clergy possess are derived. Have they skill in working 
mines? No. Do they traffic in the merchandise of India, 
China, America, or Europe? No. Do they traverse land 
and sea, or cultivate fields which lie waste? No. Have 
they amassed their wealth by the discovery of new arts? 
No. rrhis luxury and opulence results, as all, wise or 
simple, may plainly see, from the plunder of rich an.d· poor, 
from payments for legal decisions written or pronounced, 
from the profits of writing, 'c I decree this", or saying, "I 
am witness to this" and "it is thus and thus", and from the 
hire obtai~ed for the use of their honourable seals. Such 
beino' the case, what folly it is to take as guides men so 

b • • 

notoriously evil and hypocritical, ·to follow their opllllOns, 
to be governed by their decisions, to cringe to them,fiatter 
them, beseech their favour, and reckon them, forsooth, as 
the repositories of learning! For mystics and thinkers alike 
recognise three degrees of knowledge and three classes of 
learned men, corresponding to the Truth, the Path, and 

1 Kur'an, xl, 16. 
2 For the original text of these verses, see Rosenzweig

Schwannau's edition of the Divan of lfiifir, vol. i, p. 342, first 
and fourth couplets. 
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the Law l
• Knowledge obtained by divine illumination 

through the fulness of God's grace, without effort or study 
on the part of the recipient, is called" Imparted" or "Im
mediate Knowledge"2. Knowledge revealed after long search 
and striving on the part of the recipient, but not arrived at 
by induction or reasoning, is called "Ecstatic" or "Dis
closed Knowledge"3. Of neither of these kinds of know
ledge have the clergy any share. As to the third kind of 
knowledge, obtained by toil and study, it is known as 
" Acquired" or "Ordinary Knowledge "4, and comprises 
knowledge of the Law, and of the means whereby happiness 
in the life to come and disregard of worldly objects may be 
secured. By it are the faulty perfected and the erring 
guided. By it are men taught the way of salvation and 
the mode of performing acceptable service to God. By it 
are they rescued from the abyss of error and led to the 
loftiest heights of sanctity and blessedness. '1'hose who 
have this knowledge are also divisible into three classes. 
'1'he first class are such as put it into practice, regulate 
their conduct by it, and thus secure the results above enu
merated. r1'o call in question the conduct of such as these 
is downright infidelity, and he who does so is an unbeliever 

1 l;la~f+at, 'fal'1,~at, SAari'at. The Law is incumbent on all 
believers, and contains the commandments revealed as necessary 
for the direction of their conduct. The Path is the higher ethical 
and moral standard to which such as would know the Truth-the 
inward mystery of Being-must conform. "Live the life," says 
a well-known aphorism of the mystics, "and thou shalt know the 
doctrine." 

2 'Ilm-i-valtb'i or ladttni. This is the knowledge of the 
prophets. 

3 'llrn-i-?(tW~f. or kasl~fi. This is the knowledge of the 
mystics, saints, and f;lUf{s. 

4 'llm-i-kasbi or rasmi. This is the knowledge of divines, 
doctors, and scholars. 
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and an atheist. The second class are trees without fruit, 
wise in theory but not in practice. '1'hese also, although 
they have no real eminence, and reap none of the fruits of 
their know ledge, should still, in consideration of the form 
of wisdom which they possess, be treated with respect and 
deference, and to speak slightingly of them is a grave fault. 
As to the third class, who deliberately disobey God's com
mands, and act contrary to what they know and teach, it 
can be easily seen that they are no better than thieves and 
traitors clad in a garb of knowledge, who pollute the whole 
world with their foul deeds and words, use their science as 
an instrument for plundering mankind, and make of legal 
quibbles and fictions of their own devising steps to secure 
their own advancement. '1'he wickedness of their nature 
prompts them to practise every species of treachery and 
deceit, to give free rein to their wicked lusts, and to yield 
an unreserved allegiance to the devil. These are in very 
truth hypocrites and liars, inasmuch as their outward 
appearance is at variance with their actual life, and their 
hearts agree not with their lips. God hath called the 
hypocrites accursed and rejected in all the sacred books, 
and so, whetever in this history allusion is made to their 
evil qualities, it applies only to this third class, and no 
general condemnation of learned doctors is intended. A true 
divine was the late Sheykh Murta~lV (whose station may 
God exalt 1), for he renounced all worldly pomps and 
luxuries, would not on any pretext take from anyone a 
single d{nar, and [during the earlier part of his life] lived 
contentedly in poverty *[such that at his death the total 
value of all that he possessed did not amount to two and 

*[ although in his later days the fees paid to him for his 

1 See my Travelle1"s Narrative, vol. ii, p. 86 and footnote, and 
p.129. 
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twenty Mmansl]*. So also, when I was in Isfahan, one of 
my friends told me of the piety and virtue of a lately deceased 
divine's brother, whose honoured name has through lapse 
of time escaped my memory.. For when the people be
sought him with much importunity to accept the position 
rendered vacant by his brother's death and to act as their 
spiritual director and leader in prayer, refusing to accept 
his apologies and excuses, and finally compelling him by 
their urgency to accede to their request, he 8tipulated for 
three days' grace. When these had elapsed he repaired to 
the mosque and assumed the functions thrust upon him. 
One of his intimates enquired of him the reason why he 
had demanded the three days' grace. He answered, "I 
had in my house fifteen maunds of barley. Generosity 
and justice alike forbade that I should have by me pro
vision for fifteen days while some lacked for two days' 
food. During those three days I distributed this barley 
amongst the deserving poor, and only when I had done this 
did I feel myself entitled to perform divine service." 

Men such as these one may indeed describe as earnest 
and learned divines, but not those who ina year of famine 
daily saw a thousand dying for want of a morsel of bread, 
and yet refused to sell the corn hoarded in their granarie8 
for forty tUmans a kharvar. Such was actually the case in 
Teheran, where one of the clergy living in odour of sanctity 
and enjoying universal respect had in store enough corn to 
satisfy all the people of the city, the season for a new 
harvest being, moreover, nigh at hand. The King wished 
to buy his corn at forty t'/'wuJns the kllan;ar and sell it at 
a cheap rate to the people, so that they might not perish 

lectures enabled him to live on a somewhat more liberal 
scale. J* 

1 At the present rate of exchange less than £7. 
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of hunger. But this reverend, religious, righteous· ex .. 
ponent of the Law withheld the people's food in the hope 
that its value might rise above forty tumans! May such 
as these be the sacrifice of Vatil the Armenian merchant, 
who, some years ago, during the famine at Haji Tarkhan, 
procured through his agents in neighbouring countries 
a sufficient quantity of corn at twenty-five roubles per 
sack of five poods \ imported it to Haji Tarkhan, and sold 
it to his fellow-townsmen for ten roubles the sack rather 
than suffer them to know the meaning of famine. 

Men of sense are fully alive to the wickedness of these 
hypocrites, and well know that the existence of such a body 
is a menace to the order and well-being of the community 
and the stability of the government; but the fear of 
forfeiting their position, their property, or even their lives, 
keeps them silent. Let none take exception to what we 
have alleged, or shall hereinafter, as occasion arises, allege 
as to the malign influence of this bodyon the government, 
and let all know that herein no particle of blame attaches 
to His Most Sacred Majesty the King, although in general 
kings are held accountable for all that takes place within 
the scope of their authority. But these clergy, by reason 
of their evil nature and their anxiety to retain the 
authority which they now enjoy, are continually seeking to 
"impair the strength of the government and to encroach on 
the sovereign's powers, and though they describe them-, 
selves as "praying for the continuance of the state," there 
are in truth none who wish it so ilL They are ever bent 
on securing sole and supreme sway, becoming dominant in 
every department of affairs, and absorbing every prerogative 
of the king, even as they already regard their own decisions 
as :superior in authority to those of the civil courts, dis-

1 The Russian pood is equivalent to about 36 1bs. 
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regard the commands and prohibitions of the functionaries 
of the state, and stigmatize all government officials as 
tyrants and oppressors. Yet the respect and consideration 
which they enjoy are in truth theirs only through the 
King's bounty, and they are but one class of his servants, 
differing from others only in this, that while all others 
perform services commensurate with the wages which 
they receive, and exhibit gratitude and devotion pro
portionate to the favours bestowed upon them, they do 
but devour the public wealth and substitute treason -for 
serVICe. 

During the quarrel which arose in the reign of the late 
King Fatl).-'Ali Shah between the Persian and rrurkish 
governments and the war consequent thereon I, His High
ness the late N a'ibu's-Saltana was engaged on the frontier 
in repelling the attacks of the Ottoman forces. The clergy 
of Tabrfz, regarding his absence as their opportunity, began 
to stir up sedition and create disturbances. The N a'ibu' s
Saltana wrote -to his deputy a letter expressing his views of 
their conduct, part of which we shall quote as bearing on 
the subject before us. 

[Copy o/the Na'iblt'S-Sal,tana's letter to his depltty.] 

"It is your pilaws of sugar and beans and bowls of 
broth and syrup which have made these gentry so vicious. 
The Arab steed will not eat more than its due measure of 
barley, and the Cossack gelding, though it should eat ten 
maunds of corn at a feed, does not go mad with exuberance; 
but the wretched pack-horse, if it gets a triHe more barley 

1 i.e. the war of A.H. 1237 (A.D. 1822). It was in May of that 
year that 'Abbas Mirza the Na'ibu's-Saltana marched from 
Tabriz against the rr'urks. 
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than usual, or is allowed to graze unhindered in the paddock, 
first bites or kicks the groom who tends it. 

'The gardener's feet, 0 rose-bud sweet, 
Were the first to feel thy thorn!' 

"From the time of the Moghul invasion, when the 
Sheykhu'l-Islam [of Tabriz] declared it to be expedient for 
the Musulmans to take oaths of allegiance, until to-day, 
whether under Jilu1n-Shah, the Mu~affars, the ~afavi Kings, 
Nadir Shah, Karim Khan, the Deylam{s, or Ahmad Khan, 
never have the clergy of 'l1abriz and of Persia generally 
enjoyed so great a measure of respect, honour, considera
tion, and power. It is through our fortune and by our 
favour that they have waxed so great; and now for that 
good they return us this evil; for to-day, when we are 
arrayed against a hostile army, leaving our unguarded 
property to the care of the people of rrabrfz, they create 
disturbances, close the shops and bazaars, go off to Seyyid 
Hamza and the Bagh-i-Misha, and furthermore publish 
~broad their exploits, some in the Russian dominions, some, 
like Safi Khan at the Court, others in rrnrkey. The faces . , 
of the peop~e of 'l1abriz are indeed whitened! Had Fat~
'Ali Khan possessed a particle of self-respect, or the elders 
of the city a grain of manhood, an ignorant fellow like 
Fattah would never have dared to act thus. 'l1hat these 
gentry should not be sated with broth and pilaw is only 
natural, but how is it that you have not yet had enough of 
the hypocritical piety of these mullas? Books enough 
have been written about religious warfare; the divine 
mission of Mul).ammad has been sufficiently demonstrated; 
we are tired of the wrangling of the colleges ;-

, Yet still to your darling you render 
The worship and service of yore.' 

If one-hundredth part of all this talk about religious war-
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fare had been addressed to armed men instead of to peaceful 
citizens, by this time there would not be a single infidel 
left to necessitate champions for the true faith. Hence
forth, at all events, you had best invite to your rnmrsday 
and Friday banquets the elders of the city, the magistrates 
of the different quarters, persons worthy and honourable, 
and men of position and sense. Away with tables spread 
for hypocrisy and cant! Learn to recognize base and 
spurious coin! 

'Coin which bears the $Mi superscription 
Is not always pure and unalloyed; 
Many a dervish-cloak is only worthy 
In the blazing fire to be destroyed.' 1 

"Hitherto no advantage has accrued to us from our 
perusal of this page or our pursuance of this path; OIl the 
contrary, all these troubles which beset us are the outcome 
of the Friday prayers and r.f.1hursday evening devotions of 
these mullas. If you desire the society of the learned, have 
you not in your city accomplished scho1ars like I-raj! Fa~il 
and lIaji H,azza,]~. Beg, who work much, eat little, and live 
reasonably, honestly, and soberly? God is our refuge! Where 
ten mnllas are met together, there is God! However often 
you ask, 'Art thou full?' 2 they answer 'Is there any 
more?' 2 like lazy over-fed pack-horses, which are consumers 
of chaff and demolishers of barley. May they be the sacri
fice of the rrurkish Efendis and the Frankish priests! 
rrhey have neither learning enough to write a confutation 
of the latter, nor zeal and enthusiasm enough to decorate 
their mosques and roads with bunches of flowers like the 
former. Let them call upon the people to defend their 
country and protect their faith, in like manner as they 
were wont to do in our presence. But when they do 

1 lfafi~, ed. Rosenzweig-Schwannau, vol. i, p. 474, first couplet. 
2 ~ur'an, 1, 29. 
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muster up courage to unsheathe the sword, it is not against 
the Ottoman troops, but against Mirza Amin of Isfahan! 
rro hunt tame animals and conduct themselves like mad
men seems to be their creed. But since they are grown 
so bold, and have armed themselves with clubs and swords 

. , 
let them at any rate be good enough to employ their 
weapons against rebels. Herein we delegate to you our 
authority by these our letters, and empower you to act as 
you may think best in all matters. Farewell." 

If these clergy, who make such pretensions to learning, 
who regard' themselves as the wisest and most competent 
of men, who have obtained the control of every department 
of state, who give effect to every command which they 
issue, and who consider all men bound to submit to their 
decisions, were even men of sense and intelligence, who 
would educate and develop tpe people instead of reducing 
them to beggary with their legal quibbles and tricks of 
priest-craft, it would not so much matter. But, as a matter 
of fact, their stupidity, ignorance, and folly are absolutely 
unparalleled; though the common people, sunk as they 
are in brutish ignorance, give them credit for faithfulness 
and virtue. rrhus it is related that a thief was brought 
before a certain eminent divine of Isfahan, and made con
fession of his crime,saying, "I went to the man's house a 
little while before midnight with the intention of robbing 
it. 1'ill near dawn I was occupied in forcing the doors of 
rooms and wrenching open boxes. When the day began to 
dawn the occupants of the house discovered my presence 
and effected my capture." "Accursed wretch!" exclaimed 
the learned divine, "If thou wert engaged in theft from 
midnight until morning, when and where didst thou 
perform the night-prayer 1" .. ! The atmosphere of the 
college and cloister had so disordered the poor divine's 

N. H. 13 
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brain that he did not so much as perceive that thieves are 
not in the habit of paying much attention to their devo
tions, and that they do not as a rule perform the obligatory 
prayers of the day, much less the supererogatory prayers of 
night 1 

"Ne,:"er hath college or cloister yielded a man of sense; 
PerIsh these homes of folly, whose learning is all pretence!" 

A certain wise and learned Persian has unsparingly 
exposed the evil lives and vicious practices of these 11lullas, 
supporting his assertions with forcible proofs and eloquent 
arguments, and shewing that the disordered state of Persia, 
the decay of its government, the wretchedness of its people, 
and the decline of religion are directly traceable to them. 
He points out, amongst other things, that religion has been 
brought into contempt by the mass of spurious traditions 
and absurd fables which they have fabricated, whereby 
other traditions which are authentic are brought into dis
repute. 'rhu8 they assert in their· books that the sun 
turned back in its course thirteen times for His Holiness 
the Chief of believers \ in support of which assertion they 
adduce a thousand traditions, being too ignorant of science 
and too devoid of sense to understand that such retrogres
sion of the sun is an absolute impossibility, and that 
furthermore, even could such an impossibility have taken 
place, all men would have observed it, and would have 
sought to discover its cause. For assuredly, had so in
credible a prodigy occurred, all would, without further 
hesitation or delay, have embraced the religion of Islam, 
and at least they would not have failed to record in their 
chronicles so remarkable an event. 

So again they do not hesitate to attribute to his Holi
ness the Chief of believers I the same neglect of religious 

1 'AH ibn Abi ralib, the first Imam. 
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duties which characterizes themselves. For they say that 
o~e day he overslept the season of mid-day prayer, and 
dId not awake till sundown to discover his neglect. Well 
says Jahilu'd-Dfn Rumi in answer to this absurd and sense
less fiction-

"A wakeful heart a hundred sights 'espies, 
Though slnmbe~ overcome the weary eyes. 
The Prophet saId, 'My eyes are closed in sleep 
Yet n~y heart faileth not its watch to keep'. ' 
Of thIS heart-watch to tell the meaning true 
A thousand )lasnavls were all too few." 

Notwithstanding all their toilsome studies and pre
tensions to profound learning, they do not yet understand 
that for the sun there is neither rising nor setting, but that 
evening becomes morning and day night by the movement 
of the earth, so that the day of Persia is the night of 
America, and vice verscl. For the sun has a motion of its 
own, but not round this earth; rather its attraction causes 
the earth to revolve continually round itself at a speed of 
sixty thousand miles an hour. For it to turn back ill its 
course, then, the earth would need to perform a retrograde 
movement until it reached the point which corresponds to 
the post-meridian. 

... So also they say in their books that on the day of the 
'Ash'l./,ra I noon lasted seventy-two hours, never perceiving that 
every man· of sense and souhd reason must deride stich· an 
assertion, and will suppose all the rest of their traditions 
tQ be as false as this. For it is perfectly evident to every 
rational being that had the forenoon of that day really been 
prolonged to seventy-two hours the whole order of the 
world would have beeu disturbed, and all men must needs 

1 The tenth day of Mul;tarram, on which the battle of Kerbela. 
was concluded, and the martyrdom of Imam ij:useyu and his 
companions consummated. 

13-2 
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have observed it and recorded it in their hi;..;tories. Secondly, 
as is plain to the most simple, were an Arabian sun to 
shine continuously for seventy-two hours the sand on the 
plain would become like fire, the blood would boil in the 
veins, and no living thing could survive. 'rhirdly, men of 
science have ascertained that anyone deprived of sleep for 
seventy-two hours of necessity dies, more especially if, in 
addition to this, he partakes of no food. How then could 
that host of horse and foot burdened with their harness 
and weapons of war continue to fight for seventy-two hours 
in that scorching Arabiall desert without eating, sleeping, . 
or drinking? No man could do this; and these were not 
Imams whose holy nature might endow them with mi
raculous powers of endurance. 

''!-[In truth, any man of discernment has but to consider 
attentively the sayings and doing::; of these lnllUUS to per
ceive that their folly exceeds all bounds and surpasses all 
conception. When, for instance, in the reign of Sultan 
ij.useyn the f;lafavi, in the year A.H. 1135, the Afghans, led 
by Mir MaQ.l1lud Ghilza'i, invaded Persia, and drew Ilear 
to Isfahan (at that time the capital), the clergy reassured 
the king, promising to proclaim a religious war, and de
claring that, fortified by the Holy Law and their OW11 

sanctity, they would not suffer a single Afghan to escape 
with· his life. When the Afghans had encompassed Isfahan 
and laid siege to it, the clergy assembled to drive them 
away with cries of "Verily there is no god but God ", and 
these cries were the sole outcome of their religions war. 
It is indeed a matter for astonishment that notwithstanding 
their excessive folly these people dare lay claim to he 
spiritual guides anel representatives of the Imams, and 
consider themselves the most discerning and virtuous of 
mankind. 

[So, too, in the reign of the late King Fatl).-'Ali Sh:ih, ill 
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the year <A.H. 1241> \ when strife was impending with 
Russia, the clergy urged the government. to make war. 
Sheykh Ja'far the Arab and Mirza MasH! were most im
portunate in this matter, saying, "We will proclaim a 
religious war, and our courage shall rend asunder the veil 
of Russia's honour; we will invade and occupy the whole 
of that prosperous kingdom, and, fortified by our Holy 
Religion, will take captive all their soldiers, or make them 
food for the mace and t.he sword." But in the end their 
religious war resulted only in diRgrace and humiliation to 
Persia, while the Russian troops occupied the whole pro
vince of Azarhaijanand its dependencies, and advanced 
as far as 'rurkman-chay, which is but a few st.ages from 
'reheran. Had the Persians not concluded a peace and 
agreed to all the Russian demands, the Russians wonld 
have occupied 'feherall, and perhaps the whole of Persia. 
Indeed it was only the attitude of the English government 
(which will not allow Russia to interfere with Persia, be-~. 
canse they regard it as a barrier between the Russian terri
tories and their own) that induced Russia to consent to 
peace, becanse, had she not done so, she would have been 
obliged to fight the English. Whoever reads with attention 
the articles of the treaty concluded at 'rurkman-chay will 
he filled with pity for the utter helplessness of Persia and 
her readiness to make any con-cession for the sake of peace. 
rrhus a religious war kindled by a few ignorant wretch'es 
resulted in the loss of the half of Persia and the destruction 

1 A.D. 1826. The date is left blank in the )[8., and is ~upplied 
by myself from the NasikAlt't-1'aw(1T1Jcll, in which, under the 
year A.H. 1241, a full account of the rash folly of the lIwlliJs in 
provoking the war will be found. See also Watson's History of 
Persia from the beginning of tlte Nineteentlt Century till tlte yem' 
]858, pp. 208--209; and my Traveller's Narrative, pp. 118--119, 
::tnd n. 3 on the former page. 
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of her power; whereas, had Persia not entrw;;ted her h~no.ui 
to these dolts, and had she first cast out the foe wltllln, 
the foe without. would not have ventured on such high
handed aggression, she would not have been so humbled 
before her neighbours, and foreigners would not have 
leagued together to take possession of her land. .But these 
household foes have now waxed so strong that, If matters 
continue as they are, God only knows what disaRter may 
befall Persia through them.]* 

[How His Sup1'eme Jfoliness (tlle lives of (tll beside !tim be 
his sam'ifice!) made known Ids 1'eligion; llOW he sent 
faitliflt! converts into tIle 1'egions round abollt to 
announce Ids mission; how he bade Je71ab-i-Babn'l
Bub go to bfahan; llOW Jenab-i-!Iuly;addas of Khm·{i
san, WllO was (t professor (tt /,'i/(t/lan (lud (t leader 
of divine W01'S!z,ip, believed on seeing God's 1'e1wtled 
t'e1'ses; llOW lie 'was sent to Yezd and Kirman, tltat 
(t}~er preaclting tIle doctrine tllen:! lte m:igltt come to 
81ltraz; and lIOW His Holiness proceeded to Mecea 
and 1'etllrlled tllenee to B usllire. ] 

Now in the year A.H. 1261 1
, when the appearance of His 

Holiness the Bab (whom the Babfs call "His Supreme 
HolinesH") had, by meaml of those learned men. who had 

*[At all events it ~H best .for us ~o ceaHe frO!ll this dis
course, and to narrate m netall the lll~tory of H~s Supren~e 
Holiness (may the life of a~l C?ntmgent Bemg be Ins 
sacrifice I). And our sole object IS to set forth the truth 
of the matter. J* 

1 A.D. 1845. See my Traveller's Nar1'ative, pp. 251-252, 
where I have striven to fix the dates of this and other events 
connected with the earlier portion of the Bab's mission as nearly 
as possible. 
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charged themselves with the promulgation of his doctrines, 
been noised abroad throughout all the provinces, and had 
in Shfraz especially obtained the fullest notoriety, His 
Holiness returned from Mecca, whither he had gone to 
proclaim his religion, to the end that the fame of the Mani
festation might be more fully diffused through all countries. 
Thus writes the late Hajf Mirza J ani 1 :-" A certain pious 
and trustworthy person belonging to the mercantile class, 
and noted for his virtue and sincerity, on his return from 
Mecca related as follows: 'I beheld the Lord of the world 
performing the ceremony of circumambulation at the Holy 
Mosque with such an air of solemn ecstasy, reverence, and 
humility as filled me with amazement, so that I knew for a 
surety that this must be either He who is to arise out of 
the family of Mul,tammad 2, or else one of the Guardians3 

who shall accompany him. On returning to my lodging 
I related what I had seen to my companions, confirming it 

1 The discovery ()fthis passage onff. 86b-87u of the Paris MS~ 
(Suppt. Pel's. 1071) first led me to suspect that it might contain 
the actual text of Raji Mirza J anf's history. The merchant 
whose narrative is quoted is there described as a "fellow country
man" of the author of the history (.,Jy, ~ Uti .::..;'1, Jt>1 ;). A 
marginal note added in another hand gives his name as Raji 
Mul;lammad Ri~a, the son of Raji Ral;lfm the velvet-maker 
(J~ ~), and states that he lived for twelve years after his 

conversion, suffered much at the hands of the unbelievers, was 
repeatedly imprisoned, and finally died in the year A.H. 1274 
(A.D. 1857-8). ~ubl}.-i-Ezel, whom I questioned on the subject, 
wrote to me that the person intended was probably Raji Mul}.am
mad Ri~a of Isfahan, merchant, who died in prison about the 
year A.H. 1270. It was given out by his gaolers that he had 
committed suicide by strangling himself. . 

2 i.e. the Mahdf. 

3 Concerning the" Guardians I, (,~), see Traveller's Narra-
tive, vol. ii, pp. 303-4. . 
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with an oath, because of the fullness of my conviction. I 
subsequently enjoyed the privilege of meeting him at 
:Medina, where, according to the measure of my fitness, I 
saw what I had to see, drew from it my own iuference, 
and confessed the sufficiency of the proof revealerl by His 
Holiness.' " 

rro be brief, His Holiness returned by sea to Bnshil'e. 
t[He despatched a letter to JeJlab-£-AIll~'((dd(ts of Khnrn,san, 
bidding him perform divine worship in the Sword-maker's 
Mosque at Shiraz and insert these words in the call ~o 
prayer :-" I bear witness that 'Ali <Mul~amlllad> H1S 
servant is the Remnant of God I." rrhis was at the time 

. when Jenab-i-J)Iukaddrt.'5, having lllet Jel/ab-i-INilm'I-Hrib 
at Isfahan 2, and l~aving been converted by an examination: 
of the sacred verses and prayers, had been commissioned 
by His Supreme Holiness to go to Yezd and Kirman. rrhere 
he attempted to convert Haji Mul~ammad Karim Khan 3, 

who, by reason of his overweening pride and presumption, 
repelled his attempts, and issued orders for him and Mulla 
'Ali Akbar of ArdisMn, who was in his company, to be killed. 
But the government protected them, as did also A~a Seyyid 
Jawad the 11wjtaldd4

, and they escaped to Niriz, amI came 

1 See Kazem-BeO"s last article on the Babis in the Jow'nal 
b 

Asiatiqlle for December 1866, pp. 486-488, especially liiles 8 ai1d 
9 on the last page. 

2 See pp. 40-42 supra. 
3 The chief of the modern Sheykhi school. See my Tra'vel-

ler's Narrative, vol. ii, pp. 241-244. 
4 Aka Seyyid J awad of Kerbehi, a prominent member of the 

clergy ~t Kirnutn, was himself a BaN. When the schism be
tween Subh-i-Ezel and Behi'u'llih took place, he followed the 
former.' T~ his care' were many of f;lubJ:1-i-Ezel's books and 
papers entrusted. (See Traveller's Narrative, p. 342, n. 2.) He 
was, as I have lately learned, the author of both volumes of the 

THE BAB'S EMISSARIES OHASTISED. 201 

thence to Shiraz, where they awaited the arrival of His 
Holiness. As he had been commanded, Jellub-i-fiIukaddrts 
used there to perform the prayers in the mosque' which 
is situated near to the Bab's house in the· sword-maker's 
bazaar, and lVIulla 'Ali Akbar used to act as 'lnu'ezzin and 
to insert the llew clause in the call to prayer. 'rhe clergy, 
greatly incensed, went before the governor and complained. 
He accordingly sent to summon the 'Inn' ezzin into his 
presence, but Jenu.b-i-J{udd'lts 1 came first, and held a pro
tracted discussion with him. rfhe governor at length 
ordered him to be smitten with many blows and to be cast 
into prison. When the nut' ezzin was brought into the 
governor's presence, he saw them leading away Jenab-i
¥lldd'l(s with a night-cap2 on his head to prison. On 
entering, he saw a number of the clergy and merchants 
sitting round. He took his seat on the bare grollnd with
out a carpet. The governor loaded him with reproaches, 
.and bade him repeat the clause which he had inserted 
in the call to prayer. He did so. The governor then bade 
his servants lead him forth from the assembly, bind him 
to the triangle, and scourge him. So l\IIulla Mu~ammad 
~adi~ received four hundred lashes with the whip 3. One 

Hasht Bi1~isht. (See my Traveller's Narrative, vol. ii, pp. 351-
.364; and my Catalogue and Description ~f 27 ]J(lbil.fannscl'ipts 
in the J. fl. A. S. for 1892, pp. 680--697.) The comparative 
strength of the Ezells at Kirnutn is probably largely due to his 
influence. He died about 1884. 

1 For this and what follows cf Traveller's ... Ya1'rative, pp. 5-:-6. 
2 Cf. the account of the Bab's execution Itt p. 321 of my 

Traveller's Narrative. The slwb-kul(tA, or night-cap, serves also 
by day as a basis for the turban, which is wound round it. The 
removal of the turban is a mark of disrespect. 

3 This is the ecclesiastical method of inflicting castigation 
([/add). The bastinado on the soles of the feet is the form of 
punishment generally resorted to by govel'llors and civilians. 
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of his friends named Mulla Abll l'aIib, who had come to 
the garden 1 to see what was taking place, was also seized, 
and scourged with four hundred lashes. 'rhen they tied 
up Mulla 'Ali Akbar and inflicted on him two hundred 
lashes, when, on the intercession of a certain merchant, 
they desisted. Then the governor ordered a lighted candle 
to be held under the beard of Mu11a Abll Talib (which was 
of great length and thickness) till it was burned, whereby 
his chin also was severely scorched 2. 'rhey likewise burned 
the beard of Jenftb-i-jIll~addas, which was also very long. 
'rhen they were committed to prison. 

[N ext morning four executioners led them forth from 
the prison, so that they were convinced that their martyr
dom was at haml. Leading-ropes 3 were attached to them, 
and, in the very height of summer, they were led barefoot 
rounel the bazaars and the different quarters of the town 
from morning till night, while the people spat on their 
faces. rrlJeY were then expelled from the city, and twelve 
horsemen were sent by the governor to bring His supreme 
HolinesR from Bushire. ] t His Holiness had already started 
from Bushire, and fell in with them on the road one dark 
night. '}.1hey did not recognize him, and would have passed 

t[At this time .ijuseyn Khan the governor <of Fars> 
Hent several horsemen to Bushire to seek out <the Bab>.]t 

1 Probably the same garden to which the Nfriz captives were 
brought, as described at p. 126 supra. It adjoins the governor's 
palace, and in it is situated the summer-house called J(~driJ~-i
Firangf. 

2 Cf. Traveller' s Narrative, pp. 5-6. 
3 Mahar is the leading-rope attached to the nose of a camel. 

It is not clear whether the noses of the Babi missionaries were 
pierced, or whether the ropes were attached in some other 
manner, as, for instance, round their necks. 

I 
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him by, but he called to them, saying, "Since you have 
come in search of me, turn back, and let us go together.'" 
So the horsemen, observing his behaviour, eseorted him 
with all respect to Shfraz, and made known all that had 
happened to the governor, who, abandoning certain ideas 
which he had entertained, issued orders that after three 
days all access to the Bab should be denied to his friends, 
and that he should be prevented from writing or receiving 
any letters. But however men may strive to hide the Sun 
of 'rruth with the clouds of formal restrictions, its radiance 
becomes but the more apparent; even as these people 1, the 
more they are arrested and slain, do but continue to multiply 
the more. So, although to all appearance the believers 
were denied access to their Master, they still continued 
to submit to him their questions and difficultieR, and to· 
receive replies, for it is incumbent on the generous to 
answer him who asks 2, more eRpecially when his questions. 
refer to religious matters, and his demands are for guidance 
and direction into the path of salvation. A number of 
people from the Rnrrounding country also came to enquire 
into the matter, and these likewise submitted their ques
ti Ollf'l , and received, each according to his own capacity, full 
and satisfactory answers, whereby they too were brought 
to believe. 

'Phe opponents of the 'llruth, however (according to the· 
verse, "Verily tIle devils 'inspire tllei1' jl'iends lV

'), became· 
cognizant of this, and informed the governor, who issued 
orders for the Bab's arrest; and 011 the eve of Rama~an 

1 i.e. the Babls. 
2 8uppl. Pers. 1071, f. 87/J et seq. From this point onwards the 

correspondence between the Paris MS. history and the TdrtkA-i-· 
J adid is very close. 

3 I}:ur'an, vi, 121. 
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21st <A.H. 1261>1 some of them §[attacked]§ his house, 
seized him and his venerable uncle * [Haji 8eyyid 'Ale 
(an old man eighty years of age, very pious and en
lightened, and greatly respected amongst his fellow mer
chants), and brought them before the governor 3.J* 'rhe 
governor addressed them most discourteously) confiscated 
all the Bab's property and household goods, and inflicted 
the bastinado on his uncle. t 'rhen he committed His 
Holiness to the ClistOfly of 'Abdu'l-I:Jamid Khan the chief 
constable 4. 

N ow at this time the Ocean of the D i vi ne W ra th wnB 
stirred for the warning and awakening of men, and a 
grievous pestilence, which raged with eBpeeial fmy ill 
8hiraz, fell upon the land of Persia. Great multitudes 
perishecl; and a prophecy handed down by tradition fore
telling the "White Plague'" and the "Red Plague" as 
I:ligns of the new Dispensation was fulfilled. Por the 

~ [f;cnJe(l the wall of] ~ 
* [and brollght them to the house of I:ItUieyn Khan 

Ni:ftimn' d-Damllt] * 
-r[8o likewise he inflicted many stripes Oll Jenr;h-i

¥lldd1'r,s, A[Il~;((dd(t:;-i-IOUl}'(is{illr, awl Mulla 'Ali Akbar of 
Ar(lisMn, call sed them to be le(l through the o:l,zaars with 
lea(ling-ropes, awl expelled them from the city.]-r 

1 Sept. 2:3rd, A.D. 1845. See 1'raveller's Narl'ative, vol. ii, pp. 
10-11, and 262. 

2 See my TJ'aveller's Narl'ative, pp. 2 and 6, and Note B at 
{md. 

3 This person I have in my tran;;ln,tion generally designated 
"the governor" (8(((Lib-ikAtiylt?') , by which title he is generally 
mentioned in L., nor have I deemed it necessary to note every 
place where C. substitutes his name, ij:nseyn Kh,l,ll, or his other 
title, Niplnw'd-Dawla. 

4 D(lruglw. 
5 Suppl. Pet·s. 1071, f. 88a• 
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"White Plague" was what they now experienced; and the 
"Red Plague", which signified sword and bloodshed, ap
peared in Mazandaran and Zanjan and Niriz. And it 
chanced that the son of 'Abdu'l-I:Iamid Khan the chief
constable fell sick of the pestilence and came nigh to 
death's door, and 'Abdu'l-ij"amid besought the Bab, who 
prayed for him, and he recovered. When 'Abdu'l-Hamid 
Khan beheld such evidence of spiritual power, he believed, 
ana said to the Bab, "Depart whithersoever your holy 
inclinations may lead you, and I, so far from hindering 
you, will assist you in every way that lies in my power." . 80 
His Holiness §[l summoned A~a Muq.ammadij"nseyn of 
Anlistri,n, and gave him fifty t1'tmun . ." saying, "Go to the 
market-place, and there buy three horses with such-and
such marks and distinctive qualities; and when yon have 
bought them, take them to the Mausoleum of I:Iafij':) and 
brillg word to me." Muq.ammad I:Inseyn was somewhat 
surprised and puzzled at this precise description of the horses, 
wondering what he should do if three such horses should 
not be immediately forthcoming, or if they should refuse 
to let him have them for fifty t'llmanS, and why their 
signs shOllld be thus specified. In this state of wonder 
he went to the market-place, and saw a man with three 
horses exactly such as had been described to him. These 
he bought and brought to the Mausoleu:mbfI:Iafi~. Then 
the Bab, having bade farewell to his wife and his rela~ 
tions, repaired to the lfafi~iyya, and thenceJ§ set out for 
Isfahan. 

§ [in company with A~a Muq.ammad ij"useyn of Ar
diBMn, who was one of his disciples,]§ 

1 This passage, omitted in C., is found in S1tppl. Pel's. 1071, 
f.88a• 
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The late Haji Mirza .Jani writes I :-" When His Su
preme Holiness was at Maku, the afore-mentioned A'l5:a 
Mul~aInmad I:£useyn was an old man with a white beard, 
enfeebled and bowed down with extreme age. When I 
met him he was proceeding on foot to Makli, and, not
withstanding his age and debility, such was his extreme 
love and enthusiasm that his countenance betrayed no 
sign of distress, weariness, or fatigue, but rather excessive 
joy and ecstasy. In the course of our conversation I 
questioned him as to the inciclents of the journey to Isfahan, 
and he related to me as follows :_2' At one part of our 
road we came to a place notorious as a haunt of robbers, 
whereby none dared to pass save with a large company. 
No sooner had we reached it than we saw a number of 
robbers waiting on the side of the hill. I was overcome 
with fear, for I made sure that they would strip us and 
perhaps inflict on us some injury. It chanced to be the 
time for the noon-day prayer, and His Holiness alighted 
from his horse and engaged in his devotions, which he 
protracted to an unusual length. I was so preoccupied 
with anxiety that I forgot to replace my socks and garters;; 
(which I had removed for the performance of my ablution), 
and instead placed them in my pocket. When His Holi
neRS had again mounted, and we were some considerable 
distan.ce froln the robbers, he turned his blessed coun
tenance towards me and said, « \Vhy have you not put on 
YOLlr mittens 1" I answered that I had lost them. "You 
have not lost them," said he, "but through excessive terror 
you put them in your pocket, being overcome with fear. 
Yet you see that the thieves did not strip you." 

1 Snppl. Pel's. 1071, f. 88n• 

2 Snppl. Pel's. 1071, f. 88/), 1. H. 

3 .Jfnch-pich (Ilij!@i.). I am indebted to my friend Mirza 
I:Inseyll-~{uH Khan for the explanation of this word. 
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" 'So Ion another occasion, it being an extrmnely 
dark night, sleep overtook me on the road. When I awoke, 
I missed His Holiness. I urged on my horse for some 
considerable distance, but, advance aB I might, I could 
discov~r no trace of him. After proceeding some way, 
I saw A'l5:a Seyyid Kaz;im [and] the muleteer, who had also 
been overcome with sleep. I awoke them and asked them 
about His Holiness, but they too knew not what had 
become of him. I was much amazed and disquieted, but, 
even as I wondered, I heard the voice of His Holiness over 
against me, saying, ".A'l5:a Mu~ammad ij:asan, why are 
you troubled 1 Come 1" I looked, and saw the form of 
His Holiness erect in the saddle like the Alif <which is 
symbolical> of the Divine Unity, [while a continuous 
flow of light hung like a veil round about him and rose 
heaven-wards. And this light so encompassed him, form
ing, as it were, a halo round about him, that the eye was 
dazzled by it,and] a state of disquietude [and perturbation 
was produced. On beholding this, .Alpi Seyyid Kazim]lI 
uttered a loud cry and swooned away. 'rhe muleteer, 
howe-yer, observed nothing. 'rhen His Holiness dismounted 
and said, "Make some tea." And he took .A'l5:a Seyyid 
Ka~im's head on his bosom, and fed him with the tea until 
he was somewhat recovered; yet he was never again the 
same as before, and continued thus fey, until, astheeft'ect 
of that vision of glory, he yielded up his spirit in Isfahan 
to fIim who is the Lord of Glory. His Supreme Holiness 
was present at his funeral, and alone read the prayers over 
him.' " 

'rhis same .A'l5:a Mu4ammad I:£useyn [took part] in the 
l\t!azandaran war [, joining himself to the people of truth, 

1 Suppl. Pel's. 1071, f. 89a• 

~ 0., by an obvious error on the part of the copyist, omits the 
words enclosed in brackets, so that its text gives no meaning . 
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and] fell wOllnded by a bullet on the field of battle. Being 
carried to the royalist camp and interrogated l aB to the 
state of the garrison of the Castle, he refused to give any 
information. At length they said, <" If you do not tell 
us> we will kill you." " How great an honour," answered 
he, "and how great a happiness 1" 'rhey asked him in 
what way he would be slain. He answered, "In whatever 
way is most painful." 'rhen they put the muzzle of a 
gun to his right eye and fired. rrhus did he attain to 
martyrdom. 

N ow when His Holiness reached the outskirts of Isfahan, 
he sent a message to <Minlwhihr Khan> the llIn'tamadn'd
Drtwla saying,2 "If you will grant me permission, but not 
otherwise, I will tarry for a little while in your govern
ment." His Excellency the lJIzt't(t11ladu'd-Dawll(;, who 
was a statesman wise in the affairs of the world, actuated 
alike by his own goodness of disposition and the dictates of 
wisdom, sent word to the Inui11l-Jwn'a saying, "He who 
claims to be the Gate to the Imam (upon whom be peace) has 
come to this country; send servants to wait upon him and 
convey an invitation, that perchance he may come to your 
honse." 'rhe Imam-Jwn'(t did so, and His Holiness 
alio"hted at his abode and tarried there forty days, during 

b 

which time the Irnarn-Jz{11l'((; behaved towards him with 
every appearance of friendship and respect. Many persons, 
gentle and simple, enjoyed the honour of meeting him, and 
propounded to him hard questions, to which they received 
full and satisfactory answers easy to understand, so that 
many accepted his doctrine. His Excellency the lYIu'ta-
11ladu'd-Dawla also came to see him, and His Holiness 
returned the visit. 'rhe Irnam-Jwn'a had demanded of 

1 8uppl. 1'e1's. 1071, f. 90a• 

2 Cf. Kazcm-Beg, i, p. 352 and n. 2; and Traveller's .Nw·-

mtive, vol. ii, pp. 263-4. 
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him, "By what sign do you establish the truth of your 
claim ?" "By verses," answered he, "for, without pause of 
the pen, I can, in the space of three hours, write a thousand 
sentences on any subject that I please." "But," objected 
the l1nam-Jltm'a, "you may have considered the matter 
previously." "I will write," replied he, "on any subject 
you like." "Then," said the Imam-Jum'a, "write for me 
a commentary 9n the s{tra beginning Wa'l-'a$r\ even as 
you wrote for A~a Seyyid Yal~ya of Darab a commentary 
on the Suratu' l-]{awthm· 2

." So His Holiness began to 
write, and in three hours wrote a thousand verses.' Then 
the Imam-Jum'a was convinced that such power was from 
God, being beyond the capacity of man. 

rrhe late JJfu'tamadzt'd-Dawla likewise requested a 
treatise on the Special Prophetic Mission of Mul).ammad, 
which, accordingly, the Bab wrote in such fashion as to 
excite the wonder of scholars and men of learning. 

N ow when His Holiness returned the visit of the j)I[ u' "" 
tamadlt'd-Dawla, A~aMul~ammad Mahdi the son of the 
late Haji Muhammad Ibrahim Kalbasi, and the son of 
lVIulla 'Ali of NlU chanced to be present in his house. 
These put for~vard many hard questions touching the 
nature of the Divine Unity and other problems of philo
sophy, to all of which they immediately received full and 
conclusive answers; wherefore they were wOnt for some 
while to speak of His Holiness to their associates in terms 
of the highest praise. But when they saw the people 
disposed to admit the truth of his claim, then, fearing to 
lose their authority, they began to disparage him, tore up 
his writings, and strove to stir up opposition. Then the 

1 ~ur'an, ciii. See my Catalogue and Description of 27 Babi 
...lfanuscripts in the J. R. A. S. for 1892, pp. 637-640. 

2 ~(ur'an, cviii. See my Catalo.que &;c., pp. 643-8. 

N. H. 14 
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lrI u'tamadu' d-Dawla sent them a message, saying, 1 "Where
fore do ye now hate, envy, and malign one in whose praises 
ye were formerly so loud? It is unreasonable to reject a 
doctrine into which you have not enquired. If ye be 
indeed seekers after truth in matters of religion, then 
meet the Bab, either in the Ima/Jn-Jltm'a's house, or in 
my house, or in the Masjid-i-Shah, and confer with him. 
If he can satisfactorily establish the validity of his claim, 
then you shall acknowledge it, so that the clergy of Persia 
shall not oppose it causelessly, nor, without reason, turn 
aside from the truth. If, on the other hand, he fail to 
make good his claim, then shall you be the first to refute 
it, whereby dissensions shall cease and the world be at 
rest. But it is a stipulation that I myself be present at 
the discussion and that only one of you speak at a time, 
for, if wrangling and clerical wiles be resorted to, the 
matter will only be obscured." 

'rhe clergy very unwillingly agreed to this proposal, 
and arranged that the conference should take place on a 
specified day in the Masjid-i-Shah. Ere the appointed 
day, however, one of their principal men sent a message 
to his colleagues to this effect :-" We have committed a 
great mistake in consenting to this arrangement, for this 
man pretends to be the Proof, and declares his verses to be 
evidence of the truth of his claim, saying, 'Produce the 
like of this if ye speak trnly' 2. N ow there is no ne among 
us who can do this, wherefore, our inability becoming 
evident, his claim will be established. Should we then 
still withhold our belief, the people will raise a clamour 
against us; while if we make confession of faith how shall 
we answer to the King and to such as do not believe 1" 

1 Suppl. Pers. 1071, f. 91 a. 

2 Cf. :{{ur'an, ii, 21. 
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These reasonings seemed to the rest sound and forcible, 
and so, when the appointed day came, they, with their 
usual dishonesty, and in violation of their agreement, began 
to wrangle and dispute contentiously. When the Bab 
perceived this, he charged them with deliberately intending 
to suspend the discussion, and proposed that both sides 
should conjointly invoke God's curse on whichever of them 
was in error. This, however, men afraid of fair argument 
naturally declined to do; and, to be brief, these learned 
doctors, instead of enquiring into the matter, addressed to 
Hajf Mfrza .A~asf an appeal, wherein the facts of the case 
were grossly misrepresented, and the most unseemly charges 
were advanced against that Sun of Holiness. To such a 
pass did they bring matters that the ltIu'tamadit'd-Dawla,· 
actuated solely by a desire to avert the possible conse
quences of their malice, transferred the Bab to the royal 
Palace of the Sun 1, continuing to shew him every attention, 
and striving in every way topr()tect and shield him. So· 
steadfast, indeed, was his devotion that he paid no heed to 
Rajf Mirza .A~asi' s demands for the surrender of the Bab, 
to whom he repeatedly made the following proposal. "If," 
said he, "[your religion needs the support of the sword 
for its advancement, I will assemble more than fifty 
thousand men, both horse and foot, of the Shah-sevan and 
other tribes devoted to my interests, and will march with 
all speed on the capital to make war against the King of 
Islam, should he persist in rejecting your mission. If, on 
the other hand,] the propagation of your religion is to be 
effected by policy, I will accompany you to Teheran, and 
will so explain the nature of your mission and doctrine to 
His Majesty that he shall accept them and bestow on you 
one of his daughters in marriage. Your position being 

1 Snppl. Pers. 1071, f. 92a• Cf. my Traveller's Narrative, 
vol. ii, p. 13, n. 2. 

14-2 
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thus strengthened by an alliance with the Royal Family, 
you may safely make public announcement of your claims." 
He likewise placed at the Rib's disposal his treasure-chests 
and all else that he possessed,. [remarking, "I have no 
children, and 'whatsoever tIle hands of the slave possess 
belongs to his rnastm·.' "] 

'ro these proposals His Holiness replied as follows :
(C The diffusion of God's truth cannot be effected by such 
means, but rather by the faithfulness and constancy of His 
servants, who, disregarding alike hopes of gain and fear of 
loss, shall support the faith, proclaim God's ·W ord, and, 
with eyes averted from all worldly objects, walk in the way 
of the Lord, for Him, and in Him. 'rhus shall these holy 
spirits continue to bear witness to the 'l\nth, until the sin
cerity of their belief shall be attested by their martyrdom. 
I •••• 'rhe Lord is able to cause His religion to prevail and 
to defeat the devices of the froward: we await His will and 
His good pleasure, and seek help from none other: we 
carry our lives in our hands [and stand steaclfastly COll

fronting our enemies and awaiting martyrdom]. And for 
you also the time to quit this low world is nigh at hand." 2 

1 A tradition describing the attributes of God's saints is here 
quoted from the Law{I-i-F(({ima (see my Traveller's Narrative, p. 
123, n. 1), but the text is so corrui)t that I haye been compelled 
to omit it. 

2 Raji Mirza Hni's history (Suppl. Pers. 1071, f. 92b-9;3a) 

here inserts an account of the miraculous transmutation of a 
metal pipe-cover (sar-puslt-i-~'aly(J,n) into gold at the Bab's touch, 
and adds that the Bab foretold Minllchihr Khan's death 19 days 
before it took place to two of his disciples, one of these being 
A~:l. Seyyid Yal~ya of Dad,b, who was then in Yezd. Then 
follows the author's narrative of his meeting with AJ~a Seyyid 
Yal;ya, and the account given by him of his conversion. (See p. 
113 supra.) 
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A few days after this, even as the Bab had announced· 
the lIflt'tarnadu'd-Dawla quitted this transitory abode fo; 
the mansions of eternity. 

~fter this, Mirza Gurgin Khan 1 the Deputy-governor, 
~nxlOus to perform some service pleasing to Haji Mirza 
A\rasi, in return for ~vhich the government of Isfahan might 
be bestowed on hIm, and forgetful of the injunctions 
of his benefactor, spoke to the Bab as follows :-" 'rhe 
clergy are bent on opposition and strife. Should I deliver 
you into their hands, I should betray the trust reposed in 
me by my benefactor, and bring injury on one whom he 
held dear. If, on the other hand, I refuse to surrender 
you, they will write to Teheran, Haji Mirza .A.\rasi will 
demand you at my hands, and I shall have no choice but 
to submit, seeing that I have not strength to resist like the 
hIu'tamadu/ d-Dawla. So the best thing is that you should 
leave this place, and, if such be your wish, withdraw to 
Khurasan." And in his letter to Hajf Mirza A\rasi he set 
forth what he had done, and strongly emphasized the value 
of the service he had rendered in sending the Bab away. 
But His Holiness, being well aware of his treachery, said, 
" Please God,' thou wilt fail to attain what thou desirest· " 
as in fact eventually happened. ' 

His Holiness, therefore, left Isfahan with an escort of 
*[ seven]* horsemen. When he reached I{3,shan, two be
lieving brothers [, Haji Muq.ammad Isma'il surnamed Za
bllj, and Haji lVIfrza Jani,]2, men widely respected and no'ted 

* [six] * 
1 Suppl. Pen 1071, f. 95a• 

2 C. omits these words, which enable us (provisionally) to 
identify the ~ab1,~ previously cited in the account of the siege of 
Zanjan (p. 139 supra) with Raji Mirza Isma'il, concerning whom 
see my Traveller's .lYa1·rative, vol. ii, p. 332. 
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for their piety, being infor:ned of his arrival went and saw 
the horsemen, and, by means of bribes, obtained permission 
for His Holiness [accompanied by five of the escort] to be 
a guest at their house. Haji Mirza Jani gives in his book 
a full description of all the wonderful things which they 
witnessed in those t[two]t days and nights, at the conclu
sion of which he says, "If I should seek to narrate in detail 
all that took place during those t[two]t days and nights, it 
would fill a large volume." [This is the exact expression 
of which he makes use in his book.] 1 Since <however> 
the object is not to describe wonders and miracles §[ it is 
sufficient to mention one incident. 

[Mil' 'Abdu'l-Ba\d the Principal of the Madrasa-i-Shah, 
a scholar of eminence, and a man of remarkable sanctity 
and learning, was a believer in the Bab. <Haji Mul).ammad 
Isma'fl surnamed > ~ab[!l craved permission from His Holi
neRS to acquaint him with his arrival. This waR granted, 
on condition that he should not be infol'llled who would be 
present. " We invited the reverend doctor to supper", 

t rthree] t 
§[11e has omitted all mention of the events of those two 

1 I include in the body of the text the additional particulars 
given by L. merely as a matter of convenience, for all that Raj! 
Mirza J ani actually says about the Bab's stay at Ka~han (Suppl. 

Pers. 1071, f. 96a
) is as follows :-)J yi ,);,Jyi" Jro I.i.: ~J J 

01 .;1 ~ , '-:-'lJc )lJl .l:..!.!.IJ u.:? 0L:;;L(' )J ~ ..,...:. JJ J ';J) JJ J 0l:.L(' 

"And he [£.e. the Bab] * J';' ~W""'" :I' r::..~ ~J.:-) )J~"'. ~ ~ 
did not again eat food save only in Kashan. And in Kash:in he 
abode two days and two nights. "\Vondrous and marvellous signs 
were shewn by that Sun of Truth. A full description of these 
would form a book by itself." It is the last sentence to which 
allusion seems to be made in C. 
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< says the narrator> "but told him nothing till the night 
when he met His Holiness, who had exchanged his turban 
for a lamb-skin hat, and ceded the corner-seat to his com-

I 

panions, Jenab-i-'A~{m \ A~a Seyyid Ijuseyn the amanu-
ensis, and Mulla Mul).ammad 'Mu'alUm '. In-consequence 
of this, Mir 'Abdu'l-Ba~i failed to recognize him, walked 
straight to the corner of the room, and seated himself by 
the side of Jenab-i-Sheykh-i-'A~{ml. After the customary 
greetings had been interchanged, His Holiness turned to
wards Mil' 'Abdu'l-Ba~f and said, 'I hear that you believe 
in the author of these doctrines, and publicly expound them 
in the mosque.' On receiving an answer in the 'affirmative, 
he continued, 'By reason of what sign have you believed 
in him?' 'By reason of his verses,' answered the other. 
, I too,' replied His Holiness, 'can write verses.' 'By reason 
of his commentaries and supplications and homilies,' said 
the divine. 'These too I can write.' 'By reason of his 
exegetic knowledge, then,' said Mil' 'Abdu'I-Ba!sC 'You 
may ask of me what you please,' said His Holiness, 'and I 
will answer you.' rrhe learned doctor was overcome with 
amazement, but did not fall down in adoration saying, 
'Thou art 'the man!' All he said was, 'I know of none 
under heaven more learned than myself, and I know not 
who amongst those here present wields that spiritual power 
which has taken from me what I had 2.' For since His 
Holiness had said, 'He shall not know me " he departed 
without having recognized him, notwithstanding all the 
hints whereby we, ignoring the fact that this Word had 

. days and nights during which the Bab was in Kashan, lest 
it should result in prolixity. And during those two days 

1 i.e. Mulla Sheykh 'Alf. 
2 Compare a similar experience of Mulla I;Iuseyn's, p. 36, 

supra. 
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been created an active force, strove to apprize him of the 
truth. On his way home, however, the truth suddenly 
flashed upon him. He wished to return, but decided not 
to do so, because of the lateness of the hour. Next morning 
he came as soon as he had left the mosque, but our visitors 
had already departed. fJ.'hen was he very sorry when sorrow 
was of no avail. And he was a man of great learning and 
ascetic life, thoroughly versed in the doctrines of Sheykh 
AQmad Al~sa'i. 

" Now since that Holy Being was, as it runs in the tra
dition, ' Ct dark, dl'eadful, dire calamity\' on the day of his 
arrival at Kashan he had said, 'If one could deliver me 
from these guards it were not amiss.' So after the two 
days, when he was about to depart, ~ab£~t said to him, 'It 
would be possible to bring you forth from hence; we pray 
you therefore to accord us permission,]§ and you can go 
whithersoever you please, and we will attend and accom
pany you wherever it be; for we will thankfully and gladly 
give up our lives, our wealth, our wives, and our children 
for your sake.' But he answered, 'We need the help and 
support of none but God, and His will only do we re
gard.' "2 

After leaving Kashan, the Bab came to Khanli~3, a 
village distant about [five or] six parasangs from 'rehel'an 
which had belonged to the latel)!lu'tamadu'd-Dawla. 
~hence the escort Rent word of their arrival to Haji Mirza 
A~asf. N ow the late king Mul.lammad Shah was desirous 

and nights they repeatedly entreated His Holiness to flee, 
saying, ' It is now possible,]§ 

I ~i"'" L_ • ~J S:i:.!,; 

2 A quotation from the J.1fasnavi is here omitted. 
3 Snppl. Pel's. 1071, f. 96a. Khanli~ is there described as 

"near Kinar-i-gird". 
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of an interview with His Holiness, but the Haji, influenced 
by certain absurd fancies (for he regarded the Bab as [a 
magician] skilled in gaining sway over men's hearts), and 
actuated by considerations of self-interest, would not suffer 
it. For he feared that in a single interview the Bab might 
bewitch the King, or that his followers might determine on 
revolt and raise an insurrection. He therefore appointed 
twelve horsemen to conduct him to *[Azarbaijan]"". But 
while he was still at Khanli~ many persons of note visited 
him. Amongst these were His Holiness BEHA (may the 
lives of aU beside him be his sacrifice I), Ri~a Khan the son 
of MUQammad Khan the Turcoman, and many others. 
A full account of all that took place on this occasion would 
form a narrative of surpassing strangeness, but would trari
scend the comprehension of common folk, besides involving 
undue prolixityl. 

The late Haji Mirza J ani writes :-" The chief of the 
twelve horsemen appointed to condnct His Holiness· to 
Makli was MUQammad Beg Chaparch[-basnJ 2

, whom I sub
sequently met on his return from that journey. He was a 
man of kindly nature and amiable character, and so sincere 
and devoted' a believer tha,t whenever the name of His 
Holiness was mentioned he would incontinently burst into 
tears, saying, 

'I scarcely reckon as life the days when to me thou wert all 
unknown, 

But by faithful service for what remains I may still for the 
past atone.' 

* [Makll]* 

1 L. here inserts some verses from .11fasnav£ .. 
2 Chief postman or courier. This narrative occurs on f. 96b 

et seq. of S1tppl. Pm·s. 1071, and corresponds almost word for 
word with that here given. 
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In the course of conversation I enquired concerning what 
passed during the journey, whereupon he related as follows. 

" 'When I received orders to escort His Holiness to 
Tabriz under guard of a company of horsemen, I was very 
reluctant to undertake the duty, for, though I had not as 
yet recognized the truth of his claim, I had heard that he 
~as a Seyyid of distinguished merit. I therefore feigned 
Illness for two or three days, hoping that perhaps this duty 
-in truth a blessing, though in appearance an affiiction
might be delegated to another. For I little knew how 
signal a blessing the Divine Bounty had apportioned to one 
so unw.orthy as myself. My excuses, however, did not 
meet WIth acceptance, and I, much against my will, was 
compelled to set out. .. 

[" 'The horsemen placed at my disposal had already 
gone to take charge of His Holiness the night before 
I joined them. And since such men, inured to deeds of 
violence, are accustomed, especially at the outset, to adopt 
a harsh manner, calculated, in their opinion, to inspire 
respect, they acted on this occasion with undue rigour. 
One. of them locked the door of the room occupied by His 
HolIness on the outside, lest perchance that Central Point 
of the universal circle might effect his escape. In the 
morning he saw the door which he had locked standing 
open, and the Babtranquilly performing his ablutions by 
the brink of the stream, whereupon he cried out angrily 
and discourteously, "By what means did you open the 
door which I locked?" " I did but lay my hand upon it," 
answered the Bab, "and it opened." 'rhe other then 
began to behave with violence, when all of a sudden he was 
attacked with so sharp a pain at the heart that even he 
was admonished, and rolled in the dust demanding pardon. 
~'hereupon His Holiness consented to overlook his fault , 
and he was at once restored to health. On my arrival 
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I heard of this event, and,] J according to the measure of my 
insight, I perceived the signs of the glory and greatness of 
His Holiness, towards whom I continued to act deferentially 
until the day when we reached the [stone] caravansaray 
t [at] t Zanjan, where we halted. For our instructions 
were to avoid bringing His Holiness into any city; there
fore did we halt at that caravansaray outside the town. 
We were wearied after a long day's march, and I had 
many matters to attend to, when a messenger came from 
the governor of Zanjan [bringing word that he wished to 
see the Bab. I was so busy that I omitted to convey 
this message, and. it subsequently passed from my mind. 

['" As soon as the people of Zanjan became aware of the 
Bab'sarrival]1 they began to approach in companies, with 
a reverence and respect which baffle description, to wait 
upon His Holiness. [His Reverence Mulla Mu~ammad 
'Alf had addressed to him a letter, and concealed it inside 
a cucumber, which he placed in a basket full of cucumbers.
His messenger brought· the cucumbers to deliver them to 
His Holiness. ·The guards would have taken them from 
him, but he refused to give them up. While they were 
disputing, His Holiness cried out from his cell, "Give up 
the basket of cucumbers, and come hither." . So the mes
senger surrendered the basket to the guards and was ad
mitted to the presence of His Holiness, who had written 
an answer as follows :-" It is not expedient. This very 
night a horseman will come to take you to Teheran. Such 
is your affair.'T', . 

t[ outside the town of]t 

1 C. omits this passage, which, however, occurs in Haji Mirza 
Jani (Suppl. Pers. 1071, f. 96b). 

2 C., by an evident slip, omits these words. 
3 This incident, omitted in C., has been already related some-
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" , Now the glULrdI4, with a view to their own profit, 
were contesting the entrance of all who approached, and 
these <to secure admission> were giving nngrndgingly 
such sums of money, copper, silver, and tumans, as they 
had upon them. And when the press and throng of people 
had waxed very great, the governor, heing alarmed, sent a 
message to ~ne, saying, "You must proceed on your journey 
at once, for if you remain here to-night a general rising 
will assuredly take place." Har(l npon this messenger came 
another, urging ns to mOllnt with nIl ilpeed. I was therefore 
obliged to inform His Holiness that, although neither he 
nor the guards were yet rested from the fatigues of the 
road, there was no choice but to go on. He arose, saying, 
" 0 God, be rnlOU witness of how they are dealing with the 
descendant of rrhy Prophet 1" rrhen he repented the mes
sage which I had forgotten [to give him], saying, "This, 
notwithstanding the message which he sent on my first 
arrival 1 ·What is his present action, and what does it 
mean? " rl'hereat was I exceedIngly ashamed and con
fused, because I had neglected to deliver the message; and 
thenceforth, perceiving that he knew all men's thoughts 
and could read their minds, I continually exercised the 
most unremitting vigilance lest I should be guilty of any 
overt or covert disrespect towards him. 

" , So we mounted and rode on till we came to a [brick] 
caravansaray distant two parasangs from the city. Thence 
we proceeded to Milan, where many of the inhabitants 
came to see His Holiness, and were filled with wonder at 
the majesty and dignity of that Lord of mankind. [In the 
morning, as we were setting out from Milan, an old woman 
brought a scald-headed child, whose head was so covered 

what more clearly and circumstantially in connection with the 
siege of Zanjan. See pp. 137--8 supra. 
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with scabs that it was white down to the neck, and entreated . 
His Holiness to heal him. The guards would have for
bidden her, but His Holiness prevented them, and called 
the child to him. Then he drew a handkerchief over its 
head and repeated certain words; which he had no sooner 
done than the child was healed.] And in that place about 
hio hundred persons believed and underwent a true and 
sincere conversion. In short [our object in entering into so 
prolonged and detailed an account was to narrate how, on 
lea ving Milan, while we were on the road His Holiness 
suddenly urged his horse into so swift a gallop that all the 
horsemen composing the escort were filled with amazement, 
seeing that his steed was the leanest of all. We galloped after 
him as hard as we conl<l, but were unable to come up with 
him, though the horsemen were filled with apprehension lest 
he should effect his escape. Presently he reined in his 
horse of his own accord, and, so soon as we came up to him, 
said with a smile, "Were I desirous of escaping, you could 
not prevent me." And indeed it was even as he said; had 
he desired in the least degree to escape, none could have 
prevented him, and] under all circumstances he shewed 
himself endo\ved with more than human strength. For ex
ample, we were all practised horsemen inured to travel, 
yet, by reason of the cold and our weariness, we were· at 
times hardly able to keep our saddles, while he, on the 
other hand, during all this period shewed no sign of faint
ness or weariness, but, from the time when he mounted till 
he alighted at the end of the stage, would not so much as 
change his posture or shift his seat. 

" 'The instructions which I had received were to convey 
His Holiness to rrabrfz, whence Prince Bahman Mirza was 
to send him to Maku. N ow I hoped that the Prince would 
keep him at Tabriz, and that, should he decide to send him 
to Maku, I might be permitted to attend him thither. 
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I made known this inward desire to His Holiness, who 
replied, "I do not wish that you should accompany me 
beyond r.l'abriz. I did desire inwardly that you should 
come from the capital to 'l'abrfz, but from thence to Makli 
I desire it not, for it will be a journey of wrong, and I like 
not that you should enter into the company of the wrong
doers.[" Then he continued, "] On our arrival within one 
stage of Tabriz [do thou go on before us and explain the 
matter to the Prince, for if he can keep me in 'l'abriz it is 
better, while, if he will send me to Makli, God will take 
vengeance on him." N ow when we were come within one 
stage of 'l'abrfz] 1 I had a severe attack of fever, and while 
I was thus prostrate His Holiness summoned me and said, 
"Go on to Tabriz." I replied, "I cannot move while the 
fever in me runs so high." His Holiness, who was drinking 
tea, handed me his cup, saying, "Drink this." No sooner 
had I drunk it than I was restored to health. So I went 
that very night to Tabrfz, and laid the whole matter before 
Prince Bahman Mfrza,who replied, " It has nothing to do 
with me; you must act according to the orders which you 
received in the capital." I therefore turned back to meet 
His Holiness with a heart exceeding sorrowful, and told 
him all that had happened. He heaved a deep sigh and 
said, " I acquiesce in God's decree, and submit to His com
mand." 

" 'I brought His Holiness to my own house, situated 
outside the town, and there he tarried for some days. On 
the clay fixed for his removal to Makli the horsemen ap
pointed to attend him thither came to him, saying, " Come, 
mount!" He answered, "Let Muhammad Beg go once 
again to the Prince and complete the proof to him, telling 

1 L. omits, probably by a mere slip resulting from homooote
leuton. 

I 
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him that I do not wish to go to Maku, §[and bidding him fear 
God and not persist in this determination]. §" I accord
ingly went as he bade me, and represented the state of the 
case, but the Prince again refused to incur any responsibility, 
and I returned so grieved at heart that on reaching home 
I was once more prostrated with fever. The horsemen 
continuing to press for an immediate departure, His Holi
ness came into my private apartment to bid me farewell, 
and then mounted. I wept much at his departure, and was 
ill for two months. 

" , After this I went to Maku for the express purpose of 
visiting His Holiness. On entering his presence I fell at 
his feet to ask for pardon, for I had seen how both Ashraf 
Khan the Governor of Zanjan and Prince Bahman Mirza, 
because they had been guilty of some slight disrespect 
< towards him >, had in a little time been visited with 
severe punishment. '1'herefore was I much troubled, and 
entreated His Holiness, saying, "If I have inadvertently 
been guilty orany shortcoming in my service, or cOllullitted 
any fault by reason of which I merit reprobation and chas
tisement, forgive me!" He replied, "Muhammad Shah 
and his minister) have dealt with me thus unjustly, yet 
have I not cursed them. I desire not evil for mine enemies, 
much less for my friends." 

"'He then questioned me concerning Ashraf Khan the 
Governor of Zanjan, and I related to him in detail the 
indignities to which he had been subjected by the people 
of Zanjan. In brief, the history of these is as follows. 
Ashraf Khan had conceived a passion for a certain woman 
of Zanjan, and sent men to carry her to a place which he 

§ [and let him press his suit urgently, and threaten him 
with God's vengeance]. § 

, 
1 i.e. Raji Mirza A~asf. 
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had appointed. Her husband, being apprized of this, in
formed his relations and friends, who assembled in full 
force attacked Ashraf Khan's house, and carried off as , 
plunder the furniture and ornaments. Ashraf Khan him
self, who was fair of skin and smooth of cheek, they en
treated most foully, even making use of sticks; 1 then they 
blackened his face, put a paper cap on his head, mounted 
him on a bare-backed ass, and thus ignominiously expelled 
him from the city. When His Holiness had heard this, he 
said, "I did not wish that it should be thus, or that he 
should be so grievously shamed." '11hen I related to him 
the punishment which had overtaken Bahman Mirza, and 
his disgrace, whereon he remarked, (C The 'rrue Avenger will 
sooner or later, as His wisdom determines, take vengeance 
on such as contemn the 'rruth and slight or injure God's 
servants." , " 

Mirza 'Abdu'l-Wahhab related as follows :-" During 
the journey to Azarbaijan,I, together with Mulla Mu
hammad 'jJ£it'allim', and A~a Seyyid F.£asan, the brother 
~f A~a Seyyid F.£useYll the amanuensis, accompanied His 
Holiness with circumspection, following him, according to 
his instructions, at a distance of some two thousand paces. 
[And when we reached our halting-place, we used to take 

up our quarters near to his, but elsewhere.] But A~a 
Seyyid auseyn and A~a Seyyid Murtafa with the twelve

2 

1 This passage, which differs somewhat in the two texts, I have 
slightly modified in my translation. The text of L., which is the 
more explicit, runs as follows :-" OMtn saftd-andam, va s{idc
r1tkits{ir bud, baed az liwli? lew'dan ba ishan, bi-'alava chuM, ham 
bi-}]w~'ad-a8h firu leardand" ... J':c. Haji Mirza J ani's version, 
substantially identical with that here given, occurs on ff: 
100b-101u of Suppl. Pel's. 1071. 

2 C. has the absurd and obviously erroneous reading" twelve 
thousand" . 

r . 
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mounted guards always rode by him. And we, on reaching 
the end of our day's journey, used always to contrive some 
fresh excuse or pretext for approaching him, so that Mu
l),ammad Beg the Cltfiparckt-bas!t£ and the other horsemen 
composing the escort might not notice it or perceive that 
we were the devoted followers of His Holiness. When we 
were within two or three stages of Tabriz, however, Mu
l),ammad Beg, who had charge of the escort, discovered by 
divers indications, both overt and covert, our deep de
votion to the Master. One day, therefore, in the course of 
conversation he observed, 'During this journey I have come 
to regard myself as worse than Shimr and Yazid.' 'Why,' 
I asked, 'do you think thus, and *[in what connection do 
you say it 1]*' 'Because,' said he, 'they have commis
sioned me to do their work, and because I have witnessed 
on the part of this holy man things so passing strange that 
they cannot be uttered or heard.' ['What new thing have 
you seen,' 1 demanded, 'to carise you such astQnislunent?'· 
He replied, 'Amongst other things which I have witnessed 
during these days was this. When we set out from the 
capital he entrusted to my keeping a box of gez \ which I 
consigned to the care of one of my men. Every morning 
he asks for it, and gives a piece to each of the escort, and 
to his own companions, and to my servants, in addit.ion to 
which he generally bestows a piece OIl each of you. And 
throughout the whole journey that same box has been in 
my keeping!' " 

[A~a Mirza Mul),ammad 'Ali the martyr, who consum
mated his martyrdom in the presence of His Holiness at 
Tabriz, related as follows :-" When His Holiness reached 

*[ why do you say what you should not say?]* .. 

1 A sweetmeat made from the manna yielded by the tamarisk. 
The best quality is manufactured at Isfahan. 

N. H. 15 
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Tabriz he took up his abode in the house of Muq.ammad 
Beg, whose next-door neighbour had a. garden adjoining 
his dwelling. One day His Holiness desired to take his 
afternoon tea in this garden., 'When, in accordance with 
the permission readily granted to him by the proprietor, 
he had gone thither, one Mash-hadi 'Ali by name entered 
the garden in a state of great trouble, saying, 'Three of my 
family are sick, and I despair of the lives of two of them, 
since there is no hope of their being restored to health; 
but the third, whose recovery appears possible, I pray you 
to heal.' 'Be of good cheer,' answered His Holiness, 'all 
three will get well.' After a while the man departed, but 
next morning he came to me, saying, 'On arriving at my 
house I beheld all three sitting up in perfect health, as 
thongh they had never been ilL' 'J.lhis man became a 
sincere believer, and was converted, and set himself to 
perform humble and devoted service. So likewise others 
who heard and understood were amazed at the might and 
spiritual virtues of His Holiness." .. 

[In short, we wish to make it clear that though in ap
pearance His Holiness was compelled to go to 'J.labriz and 
Makil, in reality he only did so of his own free will for the 
accomplishment of God's plan and purpose, being fully able 
to effect his escape had he so pleased. We have already 
mentioned 1. how on the way he put his' horse into a gallop, 
how the horsemen of the escort pursued him, how not one 
of them could come near him, and how he could without 
difficulty have got away had he desired. Again, when, as 
we have described 2, he arrived at Khanli~, Ri~a Khan and 
Mirza ~urban-'A1i, both men of unrivalled courage, each of 
whom was equal to a hundred horsemen, waited upon him 
with several brave and skilful mounted men, saying, "We 

1 See p. 221 supra. 
2 See pp. 96 and 216-7 s1fpra. 
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will convey you to whatever place you please, as you may 
command." ;Sut he refused their ofter, saying, "The 
mountain of Azarbaijan, too, has its claims." So likewise 
on the road five of his most trusty followers, whose names 
have been mentioned, bore him company; and it is evident 
that five such persons are equal to a hundred others, and 
could, at the merest hint from His Holiness have so utterly 
annihilated and destroyed those twelve ~uards that no 
trace of them should be seen and no tidings heard in the 
world.] So, too, had he made the least sign to the believers 
of Zanjan, Milan, and other places, they would not have 
given the ?,uards time even to draw breath; for, as we 
have mentIOned, three hundred and sixty of them held 
thei~ own for ~ine months against thirty thousand regular 
soldIers and nmeteen guns, continually inflicting defeat 
and coming off victorious. . 

[But apart from all this, what need of outward means 
has one endowed with inward power and spiritual virtue 
so perfect that, as has been mentioned 1, a door bolted 
and locked could not prevent his entrance or exit, but 
opened and shut at his .slightest command 1 Such an one 
is able to do \vhat he wilIs, for his will is identified with 
God's will, and, in all essential respects, he mirrors the 
Divine Essence, and shews forth the Names and Attributes. 
When you look at his outward appearance he is "a man 
like 'Unto you/," but when you regard him truly he is 
< one of whom it may be said> "I have times with God 
wlterein neither angel of the Presence nor prophet of 
plenary alttllO'rity can approach me," 3. • • But better than 
all the proof'! which we have mentioned is the fact that] 

1 See p. 218 supra. 
2 J>:ur'an, xxiii, 34, 36. 

3 A well known traditional saying of Mul;1ammad. Three 
couplets from the Masnavl which follow here are omitted. 

15-2 
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the very horsemen who were his guards actually beheld in 
him during the course of the journey proofs of so wonderful 
a power that most of them sincerely believed in him, aI~d, 
like Muhammad Beg their chief, shewed him every servICe 
which w~s in their power. 'J.1hey even declared that they. 
would readily risk their lives to convey him to any part ~f 
the world which he might choose, but he refused then' 
offer, saying, "Your readiness is in itself an accepte<l 
offering." And now not only those horsemeI~, but m~ny of 
their children and grandchildren, are so clad III the raunent 
of faith that not even the hope of sovereignty could tempt 
them to lay it aside. 'J.1his is the meaning of" the humblest 
of you shall be the most exalted, and the most exalted shall 
be brought low." 

For men are divisible into three classes. 'rhe first 
includes kings, courtiers, governors, and their retainers, all 
of whom the clergy regard as men of violence, and call 
tyrants. 'rhese have no thought save for ~naintaining and 
extending their sway, and are engrossed III love of pow~r 
and pleasant living; neither do th~y greatly hee.d the ordI
nances of religion. For men of tIllS class to belIeve and to 
disregard all worldly ties-wealth and life, child an~ wife
is a wonderful thing. If one should carefully con sHier the 
circumstances of the heroic * [deaths]* of Haji Suleyman 
Khan t [and Ri~a Khan, both of whom werenoble~] t of 
high position, he will easily perceive that thus readIly to 
abandon all that men do most prize, and eagerly to court 
a martyr's death, is a thing transcending human capacity. 
And it is evident that had not their eyes clearly beheld 
the object of their search, they would not thus readilY,.have 
laid dO'wn their lives. When they arrested Suleyman Khan, 
and strove, in consideration of his faithful service and 

* [death] * t [who was a noble] t 
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loyalty, to induce him by promises of rewards from the 
King to abandon the creed which he had adopted, he would 
not consent, but answered firmly, "His Majesty the King 
has a right to demand from his servants fidelity, loyalty, 
and uprightness; but he is not entitled to meddle with 
their religious convictions." In consequence of this bold
ness of speech it was ordered that his body should be 
pierced with wounds, and that into each of these wounds a 
lighted candle should be inserted as an example to others. 
[Another victim I was similarly treated. In this state, • 
with minstrels and drummers going in advance,] they led 
him through the bazaars, and he, meanwhile, with smiling 
countenance, kept repeating this verse-

"Happy he whom love's intoxication 
So hath overcome that scarce he knows 
Whether at the feet of the Beloved 
It be head or turban which he throws! 2" 

Whenever one of the candles fell from his body, he would 
with his own hand [pick it up,] light it from the others 
[, and replace it]. 'l'he executioners, seeing in him such 
exaltation and rapture, said, "If thou art so eagtlr for 
martyrdom, why dost thou not dance 1" Thereat he began 
to leap, and to sing, in verses appropriate to his con
dition,-

" An ear no longer dulled with ignorance 
And self subdued entitle one to dance. 
Fools dance and caper in the market-place; 

1 Mnlla Fatl;m'llah of ~{um, one of the three Babls who 
made the attempt on the Shah's life. 

2 See the account of the "Seven Martyrs" given a little 
further OIl, where this verse is, with much greater probability, 
placed in the mouth of l\Hrza ~urMn-'Alf the dervish. For an 
account of Suleyman Khan's martyrdom, see my T1'avellm"s 
Na1'rative, vol. ii, pp. 332-334, where the verse8 recited by him 
at his execution are given. . 
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Men dance the while their life-blood flows apace. 
When self is slain they clap their hands in glee, 
And dance, because from evil they are free." 

[In such fashion did they lead these two forth through ~he 
gate of Shah 'Abdu'l-'A~im.l When they were preparmg 
to saw that brave man asunder, he stretched out his feet 
without fear or hesitation, while he recited these verses :-

"I hold this body as of little worth; 
A brave man's spirit scorns its house of earth. 

.. Dagger and sword like fragrant basil seem, 
Or flowers to deck death's banquet with their gleam I." 

Is it possible that .. such heroism and self-devotion, such 
readiness to forsake the world and all that is therein, 
should be vain and causeless? Rather what better proof 
could be adduced for the reality of the cause? And more
over this man was by birth and training one of those whom 
the clergy and common folk are wont to call « tyrants" 
and "men of violence" ! 

rrhe second class consists of divines, doctors, philoso-
phers, scholars, and the like. Of these such as were wise 
and earnest in the search after truth, and possessed true 
religious feeling, sought without prejudice to distinguish 
the true from the false. r!,o these, agreeably to the pro
mise « Fear God, and God w£ll teac/~ YOlt 2," the Lord 
opened the gates of Eternal Wisdom and made known the 

1 These two couplets are from the Masnavi, and will be found 
011 p. 101 of 'Ala'ud-Dawla's Teheran edition, 11. 26 and 27. C. 
adds two more, which appear to be improvised for the occasion. 
These are as follows :-

-* .:J... I) wlA J)'. w~ J..:o JJ lSI * va 1S~'i1 ~) 1S1J,j w~ -* J')G:JI ,~ HJ.J J.....iJI~1 * Jlo~1 1S1J,j rJfY. oJ Ii 

2 I}ur'an, ii, 282. 
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truth; for" Knowledge is a ligllt WhicJl God puttetk into 
the heart of whomsoever He pleasetll."And when the Sun 
of Wisdom dawned within them, and Divine Ideals became 
mirrored in theIr souls, they ascended from the abyss of 
doubt, and, with the wings of renunciation, soared a.loft to 
the heights of' certainty, even as it is written, "0 peaceful 
soltl ! Return unto thy Lord well pleased and u'ell pleas
ing!." So they aspired to trample under foot all worldly 
considerations, and to proclaim without fear or reserve the 
manifestation of God's truth. And inasmuch as they re
garded their earthly frames but as a barrier withholding 
them from union with the object of their hopes and long
ings, they ,vere eager to divest themselves of the cloak of 
corporeal fonn, and continued to press on towards martyr
dom, until at length they obtained that which they sought. 
For "Whosoever strenuously seeketll aught assuredly 
findetk it." Of this class more than four hundred ac
cepted the New Dispensation, and attained the lofty rank 
of martyrdom. Amongst these were :-Mulla* I;Iuseyn of 
Bushraweyh, and Alra Seyyid Yal).ya of Darab' (both 
divines of uncontested eminence); Mulla Muhammad 'Alf 
of Zanjan [whom men used to call 'tlw Proof of Islam'; 
Mulla Mul).ammad 'Alf of' Mazandaran, on whom the title 
of Jenab-i-lfuddus was conferred]; Mulla 'Alf of Bistam ; 
Mulla Sa'id of Barfurush; Mulla Ni'matu'llah of Mazan
daran; [Mulla 'Abdu'l-Khalilr of Yezd, one of the dis-

*[M ul).ammad J* 

1 ~ur'an, lxxxix, 28, 29. 
2 L. adds, "commonly known as Kashfi (the expounder)", but 

this is an error, the title in question belonging to Seyyid Ya.9.ya's 
father Seyyid Ja'far. See my Traveller's Nar1'ative, vol. ii, pp. 
7,8,183, and 254; and p. III supra. 
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ciples of Sheykh Alpnad, and a most illustrious theologian;] 

Mull a Yl1suf of Ardabil; Mulla Mahdi of Kh1lY; A\d 
Seyyicl J:Iuseyn of rrurshiz; Mulla Mul).ammad of Ma
halIa t 1 ; M ulla Mahcli of Ran 2, M ulla Ba \<ir *[his brother]* ; 
Sheykh Abl1 Turab of Ashtahard [, who was unique in his 

time]; [Haji] Mulla 'Abclu'l-Ba~i of Kashan; [A\<a Mirza 
'Abclu'l-Ba\<i, Head of the College]; Mulla Ja'far of Kashan; 
Mulla Mulptmmad ~acli\< of Rhurasan 3

; [Mull a 'Ali of 
Bnr1.d,n ;]4 Mnlla Yllsuf 'Ali of KhllY; t[Mirza Mul~ammad 
Ba\<ir] t of Khnnisan; H<iji Mul1a Isma'1l of 1,{um; Mirza 
l~nrban-'Ali [the philosopher] 5 

; IVIfrza Mul~ammad IJnseyn 
[the philosopher] 5 of Kinnan; Mirz{t M ul~anllnad 'Ali NellT£ 
of Isfahan; Mnlla Mul~nmmad rra~i of Isf;than; Mulla .T alfl 
of Urlllniyya; A\<a Seyyid Alpnatl of Scmnan; [A..\<a Scy
yicl J:Iuseyn of Tabriz]; Mnlla Sa,'id of Zirih-Kin{tr; Mirza 
lVlul~amn1ad Ba\<ir of Herat; the Sheykh [Al~mad] of 
Ma'mllTa; Mirza Alpnacl of Azghand; [Mirza Mul~ammad 
Ba~ir of l~all in Klmraf'{m] ;MIllli Al~a of IIcrat; IIajf 
Mirza J:Iasan Ri~((/v[; Mirza Mul).ammad of Juveyn; Mirza 
'Abcln'l-Ba\<i of Gilan; [Mirza 'Abdu'l-Wahhab of KllU
rasan;] Haji [Mirza] 'Abdu'l-Mnjid of N ishaplu'; [Haji 
Mirza ,Tani of IGtshan, and his brother .?'ab[~~6J; Mulla 

*[of Kan] ,~ . . . .. 
t [His Reverence Mulla Mul~amll1ad Sadi\<] t 

- -
1 Both MSS. have J'l)""= ~ ij.);,o 'f •. 

2 C . ..?; J.1. IS £. 
:\ C. here inserts the name of l\lulla 'Abdu'l-Kh~Uil{ of Yezel. 
-l ~nrmtu'l-'Ayn's uncle. See my Traveller's Narrative, vol. 

ii, pp. IH7, 310. 
5~. 
{) The title J\j or Jt; is added after ~abi~, but as I am un-

cert~Lin as to the true reading I omit it. 
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..:\J~mad of J:Ii~ar; MulIa 'Abdu'llah of Mal).alIat 1
;· [Mulla 

Mul).ammad of Mal~allat 1; MulIa Muhammad 'Ali the son 
of Mulla Al).mad of Mal).allat 1

]; Mull~ Hasan of Mahallat 1 

[the son of Mulla Mul~ammad Ri~a]; MUlla J:Iasa~ [the 
son of Mulla Muhammad]; Je1Utb-i-Sheyklt-i-'A;;zrn,2; Mulla 
Najaf-'Ali of Tabas; Mirza Mul~ammad Ta\<i of Kirman]; 
and more than four hundred such others, including many 
whose names, since they are still alive, I have not con
sidered it expedient to mention. 

It seems a strange thing that, whereas in the eyes of 
the ecclesiastical and civil law any caf:e is deemed to be 
sufficiently proved by the evidence of two righteous men, 
while on the testimony of four veracious witnesses the 
administrators of these laws unhesitatingly pronounce sen
tence-even of death-on one charged with heresy or 
brought within the operation of the Lex talionis, these 
same people are so steeped in heedlessness and prejudice 
thatiu this matter they disregard· the testiniony of four 
hundred witnesses of snch virtue, integrity, and learning. 
Great heavens! More than four hundred eminent divines, 
remarkable alike for the soundness of their judgement and 
the extent of their learning, bear witness to the truth of 
His Holiness the First Point 3

, and, for the awakening of 
their fellow-men, sever all worldly ties, and willingly quaff 
the draught of martyrdom; and still these perverse and 
froward men continue to demand a sign, saying, "By what 
evidence can you shew that this man was the promised 

1 Af3 before, both MSS. have J'i)'><A. Mulli l\fuJ:1ammad of 
l\fa~1alhlt has been already mentioned. " 

2 i.e.}fulla Sheykh 'Alf. L. adds "of Khnrasan". C. here in
serts " A~a Mirza 'Abdu'l-Wahhab of Tnrshiz", who would seem 
to be identical with the "l\firza 'Abdu'l-Wahhab of Khurasan" 
before mentioned in L. 

3 J:Iafrat-i-NuNa-i- Ul(i, one of the titles of the Bilb. 



234 THE NEW HISTORY. 

Proof 1" ·Why, what evidence could be more conclusive 
than the mere existence of such witnesses? Whoever shall 
consider without prejudice the circumstances of these 
people, their earnest strivings after truth, the sublimity of 
their heroism and self-devotion, and what they wrought 
and suffered in Mazandaran, at Nirfz, and at Zanjan, 
will be convinced that there could be no testimony more 
conclusive, no argument more eloquent. Any unbiassed 
seeker after truth who will but meditate on these things 
in the spirit of the tradition, "Seek a decision .from thy 
llea'rt, even thozlgh he who is in e'fJ'01' condemn thee," will 
unfailingly be illumined by the light of God. , . I But 
such divines as sought only preferment and authority, and 
were blinded by their own vain inlaginings, refused to 
recognize the promised Proof, demanding why H, face had 
not appeared in the disc of the sun to announce the Mani
festation, or why the ass of Antichrist had not come forth 
from the well in Isfahan ; and thefle, in their blind preju
dice and self-conceit, failed to apprehend alike the mean
ing of the signs and the true nature of the thing signified. 
. , . So, merely because the ass of Antichrist had not 
a.ppeared, they denied the Manifestation of God Most 
High; and, on no better ground than the unfounded calum
nies fabricated by froward and perverted men to the effect 
that the Babis allowed ll.ine husbands to one woman, and 
accounted things prohibited by the religion of Islam as 
lawful and right, pronounced virtuous and holy men to be 
sinners and heretics without further enquiry. 'rhus did 
they remain in darkness themselves, and also keep back 
the" common folk from participating in the grace of God 2. 

1 Here follows a page or so of eulogies on the afore-mentioned 
martyrs, which, as it does but repeat what has been already said, 
I omit. 

2 Three couplets from the Jf()snavi are here omitted. 
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The third class comprises the common folk, of whom . 
such as considered the matter with even a little intelligence 
became convinced that one who, alone and unfriended, 
dared proclaim God's message to all with such unwavering 
courage and steadfastness, while well knowing that he was 
destined to fall a martyr to the malice of his adversaries 
in the very prime of manhood, must assuredly be sent and 
supported by God. For he himself foretold his own mar
tyrdom in the following words I :-" It is as though I Ileard 
one crying within my soul, ' The most pleasing of all things 
is that thou slwuldst become a ransom in the way of God, 
erven as lfuseyn (upon whom be peace) became a ransom 
in my way.' And were it not that I ha'l.;e regard to this 
mysterious tr'llth, by Him in whose hand is my soul, were 
all the kings of the earth to unite together they could not 
take from me a single letter, much less could my servants, 
who are of no SUell account that they could attempt this, 
and who a1'e indeed rejected . . ,"until he says, " .. that 
all may know the extent of my patience, and contentment, 
and sel/-saC'l'ifice in tIle way of God." For, were it other
wise, so great a multitude of expert doctors and devout 
seekers afte~ truth would assuredly not have accepted him 
as a Divine Manifestation, nor rapturously laid down their 
lives for love of his surpassing beauty and longing for union 
with him. For all must admit that these pious divines 
occupy the position of a touchstone or measure for the 
proving of his words, which touchstone or measure dis
tinguishes base metal from true with unswerving and un-

1 This passage is also quoted in the i~an as occurring in one 
of the Commentaries written by the Bab, and will be found in the 
description of that work published by Baron Rosen in vol. iii of 
the Collections Scientijiques de l'Institut des Lang'ltes Orientales, 
pp. 43-44. The text as there given, however, differs slightly 
from that which is here translated. 
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biassed fidelity. So men of this class, influenced by such 
considerations, fell to making enquiry, and, according to 
the verse-

"Who seeks with diligence shall surely find," 

were ere long brought to a knowledge of that for which 
they sought. For God guideth such as enquire after truth 
and delivereth them from doubt, according to His promise, 
" Tilose wllo strlL'e strenuollsly /01' Us, lYe will (tSSliTedl;7J 
direct tlw?n intv OUT '/JJ(tysl." Aud SUell as have once been 
brouo-ht to embrace this wondrous faith do forthwith per-

t:> 

ceive for a surety that all the calumnies which they were 
wont to hear are devoid of foundation alld originate solely 
in the malice of enemies, awl that the Babis are remark
able only for their devotion, charity, kindliness, purity, 
godliness, rectitude, sine-erity, integrity, generosity, chas
tity, and strict avoidance of all forbidden things and 
actions injurious to their fellow-men. rrIms itis that no 
one who hath once enterecl on this path can be diverted 
from it, even though [111 men should combine against him, 
or all the kingdoms of the world should be offered him as 
an equivalent. But such as slavishly follow formalist 
divines, and ignorantly tmai t the fanciful appea,rance in 
the sun's disc of a form which shall cry, "0 belie'Cers, be 
glctddened 'loitlt the tidings 0/ tlw 11Iahdt'sadventJ" wot 
not that while they lie lapped in careless slumber the Sun 
of rrruth hath arisen and hath reached the zenith. Even 
so was it when the Sun of Jesus 1111,(1 filled the ~whole world 
with light, and snch of the Jews as had eyes to see had 
followed and confessed Him, while others, learned and 
ignorant, rejected Him, saying, " Not so did Moses foretell 
the signs of his return; for he 8aid, 'I will come clown to 
you from the roof-top on a Friday night, and if I bid you 

1 Knr'an, xxix, 69. 
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not observe the eve of Saturday, receive me not.' "'So, 
because of the non-1appearance of the expected tokens, 
they remained cut off from the knowledge of him betokened, 
and continue till this day to wander erringly in the abyss 
of careless denial, while their exceeding wickedness and 
folly prompted them to inflict on that Incarnation of the 
Spirit cruelties too notorious to stand in need of enuncia
tion. And so in like manner when the Sun of lVIul}.ammad's 
rrrnth shone forth from the heaven of Divine Grace, and 
all in whose hearts gleamed even a spark of the light of 
wisdom advanced to welcome him, the majority of the 
priests and laymen of that time rejected him, and de
manded a sign, saying, "'rhe Lord Jesus hath declared in 
the Gospel that He will descend from heaven" (after a 
certain fashion which they defined and conditioned), "and 
He must come riding on a cloud, and in His hand there 
will be a spear of light, and His head will be of gold, and 
His feet of molten metal ;" and these are still eXlJecting 
Christ to appear in such fanciful fashion as has just been 
described. So, in like manner, these clergy and laymen of 
the present day expect the appearance of the Ass of Anti
christ and sundry other things which they have fondly 
imagined, thus remaining, like their predecessors, veiled 
from the appearance of the Sun of Truth by a parcel of 
fond superstitions, even as lVIawhlna Jalalu'd-Din Rumi 
says 2_ 

"0 foolish man! Herein the mischief lies: 
God's saints appeal' mere mortals in thine eyes. 
E'en as accursed IbHs thou dost say, 
'I am of fire, and Adam naught but clay!'" 

1 The imperfect St Petersburg MS. of the T(wikh-i-Jadid 
ends abruptly here. See vol. vi of Baron Rosen's Collections 
Scientifiques de l'lnstitut des Langues Orientales, p. 244, and my 
Traveller's Na1'rative, yol. ii, p. 192, n. 1. ~ 

2 Of the four couplets here quoted I translate only the first 
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'1'0 pursue this topic further would, however, unduly 
prolong our history, so we must return from the digression 
into which we were led by a consideration of the sin
cere devotion and faith of certain of the horsemen who 
formed the escort of His Holiness. To continue, then. 
'rhe guards who conveyed His Holiness to Maku re
turned as soon as they had accomplished their duty. 
Haji Mirza A~asi had written to 'Alf Khan the warden of 
Maku charging him to keep His Holiness the Bab in the 
closest custody, and not to suffer him to communicate or 
correspond with anyone. His Holiness was therefore lodged 
in the Castle of Maku, which is situated on a mountain, 
and none were permitted to approach him. Yet, notwith
standing this, whenever His Holiness desired to see anyone, 
sentinels and gaolers were alike powerless to thwart the 
accomplishment of his wishes, and numbers who flocked in 
from every quarter were honoured by admission to his pre
sence. Even 'Ali Khan,who was relnarkableforbis dulness 
and lack of apprehension, used to wait on him .daily, though 
the steepness of the ascent from his house to the Castle was 
such that it was necessary to go on foot. And whenever 
he was questioned about the Bab, he would answer, "I 
am too dull to comprehend his words fully, but I am filled 
with wonder at his dignity, for whenever I go to see him 
the majesty and glory of his presence so profoundly affects 
me that, though he is a prisoner committed to my charge, I 
am involuntarily compelled to withdraw." 

So great multitudes continued to come from all quarters 
to visit the Bab, and the writings which emanated from his 
inspired pen during this period were so numerous that they 
amounted in all to more than a hundred thousand verses. 

two. The verses will be found at p. 252 of 'Ala'u'd-Dawla's 
Teheran edition of the Jfasnavi, 1. 20 et seq. 
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[Mirza' Abdu'l-Wahhab of Khurasan, who was subsequently 
known a~, Mir~a 'A?du'l-J~wad, made the following state~ 
ment:- WhIle HIS Holmess was dwelling at Maku we 
reck?~ed up ~he .verses, epistles, prayers, supplications, 
homIlIes, treatIses m Arabic and Persian, commentaries on 
the ~ur' an, and forms of visitation, and found that they 
exceeded a million verses."] .. 

For nearl~ three years the Bab abode at Maku 1. But 
a~ .length H~Ji Mirza A~asi discovered that he was still 
VIsIted ~y Ius follow~rs, and that his writings (comprising 
e~hortatlOn.s,. admomtions, proofs of the truth of his doc
trmes, homIhes, and prayers) continued to circulate; some 
of them even finding their way to himself and to th: kin 
I~ some of these last, moreover, complaints were made !i
Ius attempts to. sup~ress the preaching of the Word. One 
of these complamts IS known as "the Sermon of Wrath II " 

and ,:l~oever shall peruse it will apprehend the true meani~ 
of spIntualpower. g 

So, to be brief, Haji Mirza A~asi wrote to 'Ali Kha 
strictly enjoining him to keep a most diligent watch ove~ 
th~ ~l:l,b and not to allow him to send out any more of his 
wntmgs. Bltt all attempts to prevent this proved futile, 
and ~t length 'Ali Khan wrote to Haji Mirza Akasi 
declarmg his inability to carry out hiR instructions .. So 
o~ders were issued by the Minister of His Majesty the 
VICar. of God for the removal of His Holiness to the Castle 
of C}llhri~ and the custody of its warden Ya~ya Khan. 
Just as the Bab was mounting the h~rse provided for his 
con.veya~~e thither, '~li Kh~n came out to make his apo
logIes. I never deSIred thIS change," said he, "for I am 

.1 This is certainly a mistake. The Bah seems to have 1'e
~allled a~ l\1aku for only six months.- See my Tmveller's Narra
twe, vol. II, p. 277. 

2 ]{hn!ba-i-/pahl'iJjJja. 
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loth to be debarred from the privilege of waiting upon Yonr 
Holiness." "·Wherefore dost thou seek to deceive me?" 
answered the Bab, "thou didst thyself write <to Haji 
Mirza .AJ~asi >, and dost. thou now seek to excuse thyself? " 
Then he set out for the Castle of Chihrilf. 

The Castle of Chihri\c is situated not far from the town 
of U rllmiyya, of which place Yaq.ya Khan was at this time 
the governor. Some time before his removal thither was 
decided upon, the Bab had instructed <1VIulla> Sheykh 
'Ali (better known as <Jem'tb-i-> 'A-?lm) to proceed to 
Ur{uniyya, and there to abide. After it had been arranged 
that His Holiness should be transferred to Chihrik, on the 
very night which preceded the day of his arrival, Yal~ya 
Khan saw His Holiness in a dream. N ext morning he 
made known this matter to Sheykh-i-'A~im, adding, "If 
when I see His Holiness I find that his appearance and 
visage correspond with what I beheld in my dream, I shall 
be convinced that he is in truth the promised Proof." His 
Holiness chanced to arrive that very day, and, at the 
first glance, Yal~ytl Kluln instantly recognized him as 
identical with the saint whom he had beheld in his 
dream. Involulltarily he bent down in obeisance and 
kissed the knee of His Holiness, whom he then brought in 
to his own house. 'rIlCnceforth he would never seat himself 
in the Bab's presence until he had received permission, and 
when His Holiness had been to the bath he bought the 
water in which he had washed for eighty t{wu:ins. 

Notwithstanding the rigorous prohibition of Hajf Mirza 
A..\casi, the follo·wers a,nd friends of His Holiness continued 
to hold commt.Ulication with hilll, even after his removal to 
Chihri~, and lllany persons in the surrounding district were 
con verted to his doctrines. Aud Yaq.ya Khan, so long as 
he m1S warden, maintained towards him an attitude of 
unvarying respect and deference. 

THE BAB CLAIMS TO BE THE ~A'IM. 241' 

It was during his sojourn at Chihri\c, too, that the Bab, 
having due regard to the exigencies of the time, the dic
tates of expediency, and the capacity of men, declared him
self to be the l{a'im I; though some think that he made this 
declaration during the latter days of his residence at Makli. 
At all events, this announcement was proclaimed through 
the region of 'furkistan 2 by the "Indian believer" con-. , 
cermng whom Haji Mirza Jani has written a long account 3, 

whereof the substance is in brief as follows. He belonged 
to a noble Indian family, and was remarkable alike for his 
sober and abstemious habits, his piety, and his manifold 
virtues. He was diligent in all good works enjoined in 
sacred tradition, and at length, in the course of his search 
after truth, came to Persia: No sooner did he hear tidings 
of the Manifestation of His Holiness than he set out for 
Chihri~ to enquire into the matter. This occurred at the 
time when the Bab had declared himself to be the I{a'im, 
and when such radiance of might and majesty streamed 
from his countenance that none could bear to look upon 
the effulgences of his, glory and beauty. .A.\ca Seyyid 
ij"asan, the brother of A\ca Seyyidij"useyn, was unable to 
gaze upon tIle splendours apparent in the visage of His 
Holiness, while even Seyyid ij"useyn himself would not 
eat before him nor enter the blessed Presence without first 
asking permission. N or was it an uncommon occurrence 

. even for unbelievers involuntarily to bow down in lowly 
obeisance on beholding His Holiness; while the inmates of 

1 i.e. the Imam Mahdf. 
2 It seems hardly possible that what is ordinarily called 

TurkisMn can be here intended. The term probably denotes in 
this case the Turkish-speaking provinces of Persia, that is to say, 
Azarbaijan and its dependencies. Cf. my Traveller's Narrative 
vol. ii, p. 89, n. 2. ' 

3 Buppl. Pen IOil, f. 153b et seq. 

N. H. 16 
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the castle, though for the most part Christians I or Snnn1s, 
reverently prostrated themselves whenever they saw the 
visage of His Holiness appear resplendent over the walls of 
the building. In short, at no previous time had the serene 
and awful beauty of that noble countenance exercised so 
irresistible an attraction over all who came within the 
sphere of its influence. No sooner, then, did the "Indian 
believer," as he approached the building, catch sight of the 
face of His Holiness, than he involuntarily exclaimed, "Tltis 
is my Lord! 2" and fell swooning on the ground. On coming 
to his senses he wept much, and, the glory of that divine 
apparition irradiating a heart clear and receptive as a 
mirror, began to chaunt the words, "I am the lj:a'hn be
come manifest," and, like Man~{lr~, to cry out, " I am the 
'rruth! " 

"E'en as the ruby, which, at first a stone, 
Sunlike by drinking in the sun hath grown. 
It grows in light; its stony nature goes; 
Throughout its substance light and sllnshine flows 4." 

1 The text has Animina (Armenians), a term often loosely 
applied by Musultwl.n Persians to other Oriental Christians, 
such as the N estorians of U rumiyya, who are probably intended 
here. Compare 1\1. Mochenin's memoir, quoted by Kazem-Beg 
(i, p. 371), and Traveller's .Narrative, vol. ii, p. 276. 

2 ~ur'an, vi, 76, 77, 78. 
3 I.Iuseyn ibn J\Ian~{lr-i-.lf(lll((j (the wool-carder), called also 

Abu'l-Mughfth, who was born at Bey~a in Fars, and, after a life 
spent in teaching the most exalted mysticism, was put to death 
for crying out in one of his raptures" I am the Truth" (i.e. God), 
by command of the Muhammadan doctors of religion. His execu
tion took place at Baghdad on the 24th of ~i'l-~{a'da, A.H. ;309 
(March 26th, A.D. 922). 

4 These verses will be found on p. 484 of 'Ahi'u'd-Dawla's 
Teheran edition of the },[asnavi, lines 10 and 11. L. substitutes 
another quotation of three couplets from the same poem. C. 
adds another verse occurring a few lines lower, which I omit. It 
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N ow when the "Indian believer" returned to his 
lodging in this state of rapture a.nd exaltation, his com
panions saw that-

"An atom to a radiant sun was changed," 

whereat they marvelled much, and sought to do him service 
in all humility. In his company they went to Salmas; 
and to so lofty a degree of spirituality did they attain that 
they found themselves able to dispense with solid food, 
and, for a period of forty days, took no nutriment save a 
little rose-water and sugar. He, meanwhile, continued to 
expound the most subtle mysteries of the Divine Unity, 
and the nature of the lj:ft'im, in so transcendental a man
ner that the keenest intellects were unable to follow his 
thought. Not only mystics, but learned scholars, over
come with wonder at his condition, submitted to the in
fluence of his attraction. 

When tidings of this reached the governor of Khuy,he, 
. fearful of a popular tumult, and the censure which such all -

event would bring down on him from the king, caused the 
"Indian believer" to be arrested and brought before him, 
together with two of his companions, Sheykh ~alil). the 
Arab and Mulla I:Iuseyn of Khurasan, both of whoni were 
disciples of His Supreme Holiness. Yet still the" Indian 
believer," likeMan~ur, ceased notto cry, "I am the Truth," 
and to declare his intention of preaching and proclaiming· 

is commonly believed in the East that rubies and cornelians are 
slowly formed from common pebbles by the action of the sun. 
Thus the well-known verse: 

* yl..!jl j J.->I U:.... o!.l: li 05" J.:~ ~r: 

* .J-l .)~I ~ 4 .:,,~~ .)J JJ.;5'" J..J 
~'It needs ages ere one primitive stone can, by the action of the 
sun, become a ruby in Badakhshan or a corn eli an in YanHtll." 

16-2 
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the new faith. At length, by order of the governor, these 
upright men were cast down in the dust of tribulation, and 
blows were rained on the feet which had walked so stead
fastly with the rods which are the portion of faithful lovers, 
until Sheykh $aIil~ the Arab yielded up his spirit to Him 
who is the Creator of souls. But though they continued 
to beat the others in hopes of making them deny the faith 
which they had confessed, they perRistently refused to do 
f;0, saying, "Weare not such hypocrites that suffering and 
torture can make us deny the truth." So at length they 
sha~ed the heads of those chiefs of the children of wisdom, 
mounted them on asses, and paraded them through the 
town, crying, "'rhis is the recompense of seekers after 
truth and of such as would attaiu to unIon with the 'rrue , 
Beloved, who shut their eyes to all other considerations, 
and erase name and fame from the tablet of their being: 
be admonished, therefore, 0 people of discernment !" 

[Account of Jenub-i-B(~,~fjr, (t sailltZv and noble m//stic of 
India, endowed with u'onaeljul and miTaCulolts POWe1'S 

and faculties.] 

Another Indian convert was Seyyid Ba~ir, a man of 
unequalled virtue and learning, endowed with many won
derful gifts and miraculous faculties. Many were the souls 
whom he awoke to life and directed into the right way, 
and many the perverted scoffers whom he persuaded to 
accept the truth and raised to the degree of perfection; 
for he drew to him like a magnet all such as were sus
ceptible to his holy influence. Although the late Haj! 
Mirza J aui has written but a brief summary of his virtues, 
even one tenth part of what he has written would suffice 
to form a separate volume. '1'he substance of the matter, 
however, is as follows. His Heverence was of the family 
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of A.1:ca Seyyid J alaI the Indian, an eminent and holy 
mystic, to whom the Daghdari I dervishes (who are repre
sented even within the confines of Persia) trace back their 
order. This family enjoys a high degree of consideration 
in India, for from of old the saints of the aforesaid order 
have always sprung from them, and the number of their 
disciples is enormous. 

From his childhood Seyyid Ba~ir shewed signs of the 
wonderful faculties which he afterwards manifested. For 
seven years* he enjoyed the blessings of sight, but then, 
even as the vision of his soul became clear, a veil of dark
ness fell on his outward eyes. From his infancy hehad 
displayed his good disposition and amiable character both 
in word and deed; he now added to this a singular piety 
and soberness of life. At length [at the age of twenty-one] 
he set out with great pomp and state (for he had much 
wealth in India) [to perform the pilgrimage]; and, on 
. reaching Persia, began to associate with every sect aIidparty 
(for he was well acquainted with the doctrines and tenets 
of all), and to give away large sums of money in charity 
to the poor, submitting himself the while to the most 
rigorous religious discipline. Awl Rince his ancestors had 
foretold that in those days a Perfect Man should appear in 
Per~ia, he was continually engaged in making enquiries. 
He visited Mecca, and, after performing the rites of the 
pilgrimage, proceeded to the holy shrines of Kerbela and 
:N ejef, where he met with the late Raji Seyyid Ka~im, for 
whom he conceived a sincere friendship. He then re
turned to India; but, on reaching Bombay, he heard that 

* [for seven is the number of action] * .. 

1 The name of the order is uncertain, this reading beillg a 
conjecture of mine. L. has apparently ~ )I~)IJ and C. ~ ;I~IJ, 
the word being indistinctly written in both cases. 
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one claiming to be the Bab had appeared in Persia, where
upon he at once turned back thither. 

On reaching Persia <for the second time>, he found 
that His Holiness had gone to Mecca I. Impatient of 
further delay he followed him thither, and at length en
joyed the privilege of meeting him in the Holy Sanctuary. 
Blind as he was, the eye of his heart saw for a surety that 
the Bab's claim to be' the l{a'irn was a true one, and he 
ascended. to the most sublime heights of faith and as
surance. 

After a while he returned by sea to Persia, through 
which he travelled, preaching God's Word with due circum
spection and caution, perfecting the defective, and directing 
the erring. His words went home to the hearts of all 
seekers after truth, for he was as remarkable for his learn
ing as he was for his virtue, and was well versed in 
Medicine, Astronomy, Divination, and other sciences *". He 
was also thoroughly acquainted with the doctrines of the 
mystics, and. proficient in several languages. So, in every 
town and hamlet which he visited, his influence brought 
many learned and pious persons into the way of salvation, 
for he exercised a marvellous power of attraction over all 
with whom he came in contad [including the author]; 
and so numerous were the prodigies and miracles which he 
wrought that one may say without exaggeration that hi~ 
every action was in some sort a miracle. ['111ms, amongst 
other things, he paid no heed to the attempts made to 

*rln spite of his blindness, if he wanted any passage 
found in the Kur' an, and if the seeker failed to find it 
quickly, he would take the J.{ur'an from him, open it, find 
the verse, and give it back to him; or he would himself 
repeat it.] i(. 

1 See pp. 198-9 sllpra. 
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win over the faithful to Ezel, who was a mute\ and be
lieved in Beha 2 (the soul of the universe be his sacrifice!) 
before he revealed himself.] 3 

When the strife waxed hot in Mazandaran,· Seyyid 
Ba~fr proceeded to the district of Nul', intending to join 
*"[the martyrs; but, because of the close investment of the 
Castle, and because, moreover, his time to die was not yet 
come, he was unable to carry out his design. After the 
catastrophe he went to 'Ira~, preaching the doct.rine every
where, until he was arrested in Burlljird by the Prince
Governor, who, because he was so ready of speech and 
eloquent in discourse, first ordered his tongue to be cut 
out, and then put him to death.] *' 

In such devoted and faithful believers as these one 
may indeed say that the blessed verse, "Invoke death 
then, if ye be faitliful 4

" finds its fulfilment; for they, being 
at the time of their capture no more than 313 in number, 
saw the whole power of the King directed,with the sanc
tion of the clergy, towards the extermination of all who 
professed t,he faith which they held; saw themselves girt 
about by thousands of blood-thirsty soldiers provided with 
death-dealing artillery and all munitions of war; saw every 
avenue of escape closed, and themselves made targets for 

. * [the defenders of the Castle; but, since it was other
wise ordained, he failed to accomplish his design]. * 

1 ..:....1 ... , the opposite of dl.~, i.e. one who does not utter reve

lations. OJ. de Sacy's Religion des Druzes, vol. i, pp. ciii, n. 1; 
and civ, n. 1. 

2 ~I .;..aJJ... 

3 C. omits this remarkable passage, which is very probably an 
interpolation by some ardent Beha'f scribe. It is rather corrupt, 
but I believe that the above translation correctly represents its 
general sense. 

4 I):ur'an, ii, 88; lxii, 6. 



f -

248 THE NEW HISTORY. 

the shots of their ruthless enemies; and yet continued 
without abatement or remission to hurl themselves on de
struction, and to court the fate which had already over
taken their comrades. Such courage, steadfastness, devotion, 
and eager striving after martyrdom appear to some persons 
easy enough, so long as it is only a question of talking 
about them; and those whom prejudice has blinded regard 
this heroic episode as they would a mere idle tale or childish 
game; whereas, could they have actually witnessed the 
deeds of these men, it would have been clear and evident 
to them that such courage and endurance transcend the 
power of all men save the greatest prophets and saints. 
'rhe illustrious companions of the Prophet, seeing 'Ali 
wronged and robbed of his rights, repeatedly urged him 
to assert his claims, saying, "Why, in spite of your signal 
courage and brilliant abilities, do you suffer others to usurp 
the Caliphate, and to do injury to the faith a,nd the law, 
while you sit quietly at home ?" 'Ali answered, "As you 
have determined to devote yourselves to God's cause and 
to give me your help, come to me to-morrow with your heads 
shaven and your drawn swords over your shoulders, that 
we may fight with unflinching courage for God's cause and 
our own rights." His companions, who were the very best 
of the people of that time, were ready enough in word, and 
were so full of . hope and confidence that they declared 
themselves ready to die for one before whom they accounted 
themselves as nothing. But when it came to deeds and 
they were put to the proof, all their pretensions proved 
vain, and it became apparent that their devotion was only 
verbal, not actual. Four of them, however, did actually 
come in obedience to 'Ali's command. Of these, three had 
shaved off a little of the hair at the sides of their heads , 
and concealed the rest under their turbans; while Salman, 
though he had shaved his whole head, had girded on his 
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sword under his cloak. When 'Ali saw this, he said,-"How 
can you, who would not even give up the hair on your 
heads, forsake life, possessions, wife, and children? The 
reason why I sit silent in my house and bear all. these 
slights and injuries while others usurp the Caliphate is 
that I have no friend on whom I can rely, and see devotion 
and constancy in none of my adherents. In word they are 
ready enough; but when it comes to deeds they flee as 
they have done to-day, and will not sacrifice even a hair of 
their heads!" Yet these same disciples regarded them
selves as incontestably superior to all peoples and nations, 
even accounting themselves more excellent than the pro
phets of olden time. Anyone who will put aside prejudice, 
and fairly weigh their deeds with those of the Babis, will 
perceive that they differ as earth from heaven, or truth 
from fiction. Of such persons <as the Babf champions> 
it may indeed be said, "Th,e dootors of rny cnurclt are 
more excellent than tlw prophets of the Cltildren of Israel/~ 
for they are the very crown of creation, bright gems of 
God, the desire of the saints, the elect of the prophets, 
such as were intended by the holy Imams when they said, 
"Had we but seven (or, according to other traditions, 
seventeen) helpers, we would publicly advance our claim I"~ 

'*[But let us proceed to narrate the history of the 
Seven Martyrs, each of whom represented a different class, 
to which his martyrdom was the completion of the proof, 
and all of whom were conspicuous for their piety and 
virtue.] '* 

* [A full account of the circumstances of Seyyid Ba~fr 
and the manner of his martyrdom would here result in 
undue prolixity. Should fortune favour us we will, please 
God, insert it in the second volume.] '* 
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< The Seven ~Ial·tyrs. > 

The death of the Seven Martyrs 1 took place after the 
episode of the Indian Believer, and blotted out from the 
hearts of friends all recollection of [previous] events. 

"Love's sorrow came and swept away the sorrow of the world." 

'fheir faithfulness, constancy, and devotion, apart from all 
other proof or evidence, was a worthy and sufficient de
monstration of the truth of that for which they suffered; 
by their actions the very essence of love was made manifest 
in the world; and in their martyrdom the true meaning of 
faith and devotion was revealed to all diseerning persons. 
In pure spite the enemies of God would have quenched 
the lamp of believers and friends by means of the blasts of 
persecution, but, according to the verse, "TIley desire to 
pZtt ont the ligllt of God witll theh' mOlltlts, but God will 
not Ilave it. but that we shmtld perfect His light, a fl)e1"se 
tlWUgll tIle misbelievers be 2," their devilish designs had the 
opposite effect to what they intended. 

"A foeman's act may turn to good, if such be God's design." 

So God, in despite of these malicious enemies, made these 
men as it were a candle of guidance and wisdom, which 
burned but the brighter for decapitation 3, and was pre
served by extinction 4; for the drops of their blood were as 

1 Suppl. Pel's. 1071, f. 156a , et seq. 
2 ~ur'an, ix, 32. 
3 The snuffing of a candle is often compared by the Persians 

to decapitation. 
4 Literally "by killing". "To kill a candle" is the ordinary 

expression in Persian for "to put out a candle." The writer 
means to say that just as a candle burns the brighter for being 
"beheaded" (snuffed) and lasts the longer for being "killed" (ex
tinguished), so it is with the persecuted faith of the Bab. 
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seed for the extension of the faith, and from each drop 
which fell to the ground sprung forth a tree, whose leaves 
were the children of wisdom, and its fruit believers in the 
Divine Unity. 

"Still, however many be the lovers 
His incomparable be~uty slays, 
Ever there appears another cohort 
Ready from the dust their heads to raise." 

To proceed with our narrative. Certain malicious and 
evilly-disposed persons represented to Mirza Mul).ammad 
Ta~f Khan the Prime Minister that the Babfs were medi
tating a fresh rebellion. He, remembering the Mazandaran 
insurrection and the stubborn courage which the Babis 
then displayed, was filled with apprehensions, and ordered 
suspected persons to be arrested. His myrmidons poured 
forth in every direction on their cruel errand, and, after 
infinite exertions, succeeded in capturing thirty-eight 
persons, some of whom were only suspected of sympa
thizing with the Babis. Without stopping to' reflect that 
so small a number of men could not possibly raise an 
insurrection, the Minister cast them all into prison. 

After some days it was decided, by his command, that 
such of the prisoners as would renounce the Babf faith and 
speak evil of its Founder should be released, while such as 
confessed it should forthwith suffer death. When wordofthis 
was brought to the prisoners, Raji Mulla Isma'fl of J.{um, 
a divine of Kerbela conspicuous for his virtue and learning, 
who was accounted one of the chiefs of the faithful and 
had been most strenuous in the service of God' 8 cause, on 
whose part, moreover, many strange matters had been 
witnessed at the Meeting of Badasht 1, thus addressed his 
companions :_'C I, for my part, am resolved to confess my 

1 See Gobineau, pp. 180-4; and Travellds Narrative, vol. ii, 
pp. 176, 189, 212, and 312. 
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faith and lay down my life; for if we fail to proclaim the 
advent of. the .({{i'im, who else will proclaim it? And 
if we fail to direct men into the right way, to tear asunder 
the veils of their heedlessness) to arouse them from the 
slumber of sloth, to demonstrate to them the worthlessness 
of this transitory world, and to give active testimony to 
the truth of this most high and most ineffable faith, who 
else will do so? Let everyone, then, who is able to acquit 
himself of this obligation come forth in all steadfastness 
and bear me company; while such as are hindered by 
private reasons, and such as are falsely suspected <of hold
ing our faith> are excused, and may act as seems to them 
right." rrherefore six, who were faithful believers said , , 
" We will bear you company on this journey;" while the 
rest, some of whom were not perfect in faith, and some of 
whom, being falsely suspected, were excused, determined to 
adopt a course of concealment J. And these seven faithful 
lovers and loyal friends [, who were the <seven hornless> 
goats of the much-wronged Lord of the Age,] <were> lIaji 
Mulla Isma'il of 1,{um, Hajf Mirza Seyyid 'Ali, the maternal 
uncle of His Supreme Holiness, Mirza Kurban-'Ali the 
dervish, .A~a Seyyid ~Iuseyn [the 7nujta/;id] of rrurshfz, 
[Raj!] Mulla rra~i of Kirman, Mirza Mul~amllH\'d *[J:Iu
~eyn]* of rrabriz, [and another, a native of Maragha.] 

So t[those who recanted were set free, while those who 
made confession of their faith] t were led forth on the 
morrow to the square 2 to die. On their way thither the 

* [J:Iasan] 'if. t [they] t 

1 Ketl1uin, the word applied especially to the concealment of 
religious opinions dictated by prudential motives, also called 
ta~iya. See Gobil1eau, Religions et Philosophies dans l'Asie 
Centrale, pp. 15-21. 

2 Their execution took place either in the Meydan-i-Sabz or 
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spectators reviled them and cast stones at them, saying, 
"rrhese are Babis and madmen!" Mulla Isma'il answered, 
" Yes, we are Babis, but mad we are not. By Allah, 0 
people, it is to awaken and enlighten you that we have 
forsaken life, wealth, wife, and child, and have shut our 
eyes on the world and such as dwell therein, that perchance 
ye may be admonished, may escape from confusion and 
error, may be led to make enquiry, may rightly apprehend 
the truth, and may no longer remain veiled." 

N ow when they were ready to begin their <work of> de
capitation and slaughter, and it was Haji <Mulla Isma'i!>'s 
turn <to die>, one came to him saying, "Such an one of 
your friends will give such-and-such a sum of money to 
flave you from death, on condition of your recanting, that 
thus they may be induced to spare you. In a case of dire 
necessity, when it is a question of saving your life, what 
harm is there ill * [merely] * saying, 'I am not a Babi,' so 
that they may have a pretext for releasing you? "trHe 
replied, "Were I willing to recant, even without money 
none would touch me." Being]t further pressed and 
greatly importuned, he drew himself up to his full height 
amidst the ctowd, and exclaimed, so that all might hear,-

"Zephyr, pry thee bear for me a message 
To that Ishmael 1 who was not slain, 
'Living from the street of the Beloved 
Love permits not to return again'.'; 

'*"[having recourse to prudential concealment, and] '*" 
t[He would not consent. When]t. . 

the Meydan-i-Shah. See my Tra.vellers Narrative, vol. ii, p. 213, 

n. 1. 
1 i.e. Ishmael (Isma'fl) the son of Abraham. According to the 

Muhammadan belief it was he, not Isaac, whom Abraham was 
commanded to offer up. The singular appositeness of these 
verses which Mulla Isma'il addresses to his namesake and proto-
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ffhen he removed his turban from his head and said to the 
headsman, "Do thy work"; and the headsman, filled 
with wonder, made him quaff the cup of martyrdom. 

lVIirza I;{urban-'Ali was famous amongst mystics and 
dervishes, and had many friends and disciples in 'feheran, 
besides being well known to most of the nobles and chief 
men, and even to the Shah's motherl. She, because of her 
friendship for him and the compassion she felt for his 
plight, said to His Majesty the King 2

, " He is no Babi, but 
has been falsely accused." So they sent and brought him 
out, saying, (( 'fhou art a dervish, a scholar, and a man of 
learning; thou dost not belong to this misguided sect; 
a false charge has been preferred against thee." He 
replied, "I reckon myself one of the followers and servants 
of His Holiness, though whether or no he hath accepted 
me as such I wot not." When they continued to persuade 
him, holding out hopes of a pension and salary, he said, 
"nlis life and these drops of blood of mine are of but 
small account; were the empire of the world mine, and 
had I a thousand lives, I would freely cast them all at 
the feet of His friends-

'To sacrifice the head for the Beloved 
Tn mine eyes appears an easy thing indeed; 
Close thy lips, and cease to speak of mediation, 
For of mediation lovers have nu neeu.'" 

So at length they desisted in despair, and signified that 
he should die. When he was brought to the foot of the 
execution-pole, the headsman raised his sword and smote him 
on the neck from behind. 'rhe blow only bowed his head, 

type of old will not escape the reader. The Persian original will 
be found at p. 213, vol. ii, of my Travelle1"s Narmtive. 

1 .. rlalld-i-'uly(l, "the Supreme Cradle", is the title conferred 
on the Queen-mother. 

2 i. e. Na~iru'd-Dfn, the present Shah. 

[ 
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and caused the dervish's turban which he wore to roll some 
paces from him on the ground. Immediately, as it were 
with his last breath, he sent a fresh pang through the heart 
of everyone capable of emotion by reciting this verse-

" 'Happy he whom love's intoxication 
So hath overcome that scarce he knows 
Whether at the feet of the Beloved 
It be head or turban which he throws 1 !'" 

When the spectators saw and heard this, a murmur of 
sympathy arose from them, and the headsman with all 
haste smote him another blow which severed his head from 
his body. 

[Accoltnt oj A~a Seyyid lfltseyn <oj Tm'sktz>,the 
rnujtaMd. ] 

, 
N ow as to Al,ta Seyyid ij:useyn [the rnzvtahid], he 

had but recently returned from Kerbela; and all the 
divines of that place had testified in writing that he had 
duly qualified himself for the rank of mujtahid. So, after 
an absence of several years, he set out <thence> for his 
native land to visit his "relations and family. In Teheran, 
however, he met with the "Brethren of Purity2," became 
their fellow-traveller, returned to his true home in the 
Eternal W orId, forsook all hope of revisiting his home and 
kindred, and eagerly quaffed the draught of'martyrdom. 

. !., i 

[Account oj <the dectth oj> A~a Seyyid 'Al£, wlw was the 
maternal uncle oj His Supreme Holiness, and wlw laid 
down llis life in Telwran. ] 

N ow as to the Bab's uncle, he, with his aged hands, 
removed the turban from his head, and, raising his face 

1 See p. 229 sllpra. 
2 llch1()an7t't}-~afd. This title is not unfrequently applied by 

the Babis to such as hold their faith. 
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towards the heaven of God's justice and glory, said, "0 
God, Thou art witness how they are about to slay the son 
of Thy most noble Prophet [, and how they kill ffhy faith
ful servants as infidels, themselves claiming to be the 
votaries of religion J. " 

A certain merchant offered to give three hundred tu
mans if they would spare his life and set him free, but he 
would not consent, saying, "My sole desire is martyrdom, 
and the attainment of this happiness. frhe bonds of our 
service and devotion are too firm to be severed by the 
swords or the threats of tyranny, and the chain of our 
steadfast love is too strong to be sllapped by such jerks as 
these. " f11hen he turned his face towards the headsman 
and said, 

"I am already dead with parting's pain; 
Kill me, that love may make me live again! 1" 

[Account of the slauglttet of the othm' tll1'ee, and llOW 'Al[ 
Khan the If(j.jiblt'd-Dawla sougltt to pm'suade that 
comely youth <to (recant> b.1f the lYromise of a pension 
and the offer of his dallghte1"sliand.] 

fJ.1hen they caused the other three victims to attain 
their desire in like manner. Hajf 'Ali Khan the J.iCijibu'd
Dawla/ thus described what took place to OIle of his 
intimate friends, with many expressions of astonishment:-

"His Majesty the King, in view of certain contingen
cies, instructed me to be present at the execution of these 
persons, When I reached the spot appointed for the exe-

1 This quotation is from the Masnav'i, and is quoted in the 
original, with reference, at p, 215, vol. ii, of my Travelleys 
}larrative. 

2 Concerning this atrocious wretch, see Polak's Persien, vol. i, 
p. 352, and my Tmveller's Narmtive, vol. ii, p. 52, n. 1. 
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cution, I noticed amongst the seven prisoners a young 
Seyyid of comely and pleasing countenance I. SO fair. of 
face and attractive of aspect was he, that my heart was 
moved to pity at his plight, and I fell to wondering whether 
it were possible in any way to save him from death, and, 
for God's sake, to prevent him from being thus cut off in 
the prime of his youth. [So, when four or five of the 
others had beeh put to death,] I called him to my side and 
whispered in his ear, I Come, recant; for I swear by the 
crown 2 of His Majesty the King that <if you will but do 
so> naught that you can desire or hope for shall be with
held from you. I will present you to His Majesty the 
King and will obtain for you <from him> a pension and 
allowance of five hundred tUmans a year.' I saw h!m look 
wonderingly at me,. and I continued, 'If you will instantly 
forsake this path, I will buy for you· a fine house, and 
will give you my daughter in marriage, together with much 
riches.' Having listened to all these inducements, he 
answered, 'Tempt me not with your beautiful daughter 
and the perishable wealth of this world; we readily relin
quish the world and the thingF! thereof to you and such 
others as seek after them. For us it sufficeth to drain this 
draught of martyrdom in the way of the Beloved--:-

"The thought of the Beloved fills my Spirit, 
'£here is not. left for aught beside a place; __ . 
Let the foeman take the Here and the Hereafter; 
Enough for me to see the Loved One's face!'" 

7(. [When I heard him speak thus, and] * saw that he 

+. [I could not but admire the boy's spirit and courage, 
yet, since I] * 

1 ~ubJ:!-i-Ezel informed me that the name of this young Babi 
was Mulla ~adi~-i-Turk. He would therefore appear to be. 
identical with the "man of Maragha" mentioned at p. 252 supra. 

2 "Bi-Jilfa-A 'la-Ifa~rat-i-I.(ibla-i-,jlarn", literally "by the 

N. H .. 17 



258 THE NEW HISTORY. 

was not to be persuaded, I smote him on the mouth, and 
bade them kill him before the rest." 

N ow <when all was over> the heedless rabble ~o~lly 
entreated the lifeless corpses of those holy martyrs, splttmg 
upon them casting stones at them, and reviling them, say
ing "This' is the reward of lovers and pilgrims on the path 
of ~isdom and truth!" Neither would they suffer the~ 
to be buried in the cemetery; wherefore they. du~ a pIt 
hard by the solitary brick tower which stands ~utslde the 
Gate of Shahzade 'Abdu'l-'Afim, so that one SIgn marked 
the spot where those seven planets had set l. 

All persons of intelligence and disc~rnmen~ who atten
tively and fairly consider the. matter ':111 adnnt that never 
in any previous age has the lIke of thIS eve~t taken place, 
and that in no history is so remarkable an epIsode recorded, 
to wit that seven men should thus readIly and ~age:ly 
agree and consent to lay dowhtheir lives for th~ dIffusIOn 
of God's 'W ord. I glory in Him whose contro11mg power 
could obtain so absolute a sway over the hearts of these 
men that they were brought to regard all in the world save 
His countenance as transitory and unreal; and w~lO so 
intoxicated them with the wine of Divine love and WIsdom 
that they forgot all beside Him; For concerning the * [de
fenders of <Sheykh> 'rabars! and Zanjan J* certain of the 

* [believers of Mazandaran] *" 

aigrette of His Majesty the ~(ibla of the Universe." Of p. 107, 

n. 2, supra. _ 

I .. 1 . . Ll. 1 JI<'" 01 I have 
1 In t 1e orlgma JjJ r> dbu. ~J! ,)J )~. y . . 

slightly turned the phrase ~o preserve the double r~lat~on 
b t (" sign of the zodIac' also a tower) and the se\ en e ween l:.J: <0 , 

planets" t; which the Seven Martyrs are liken~d. L. here 
inserts two couplets from the jJ[asnavi, which I omIt. 
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malignants asserted that they aimed at the supreme. power, 
and being, as it were, caught in a trap, had no choice < but 
to fight>. *[And concerning the" Indian believer," like
wise, some captious sceptics say that he was by habit a 
dervish, and was intoxicated and crazy with opium]*. 
Therefore did He who orders the courses of the worlds 
determine a design whereof the waters of doubt should be 
unable to obliterate a single letter, and cause these seven 
to consent and combine with one accord in bearing active 
testimony to the truth of His doctrine and the reality of 
His revelation. rrhe witness which they bore was without 
flaw or fault. They unflinchingly consummated their mar-: 
tyrdom in the Royal' Square l of the Capital. of Persia, 
wherein reside representatives and ambassadors of every 
state and sovereign, through whom true accounts of the 
matter would reach all nations and governments; and they 
were one and all men of mark and chiefs in their respective 
classes. This was in order that the proof might be fulfilled 
to all peoples, and that room for objection might remain to 
none. 

rrllUS Haji Mulla Isma'il was one of the most learned 
divines ofJ.{u.m, noted everywhere, but especially in Ker
bela, for his austere and virtuouR life, so that those who knew 
him were wont to declare that such godliness, self-restraint, 
piety, and integrity they had observed innoQne else. 
They also narrated many instances of the wonderful powers 
which he could exert over objects, and the prodigies which 

, ' 

'* [ < Our reply to this is that, > first of all, why did they, 
being so strong, suffer themselves to be besieged. in the 
Castle? Secondly, how should one who has forsaken life, 
wealth, and wife, and who foretells his own martyrdom, 
care for worldly sovereignty 1]')(-

1 Meyddn-i-Sluik See, however, note 2 on p. 252 supra. 

17-2 
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they had seen him perform. He foretold the manner of 
his martyrdom some time hefore it took place, and used to 
sleep no more than two hours each night, being engaged 
until morning in supplications and supererogatory prayers 
which he would never omit.' He had many disciples, and, 
without being constrained by lack of means, travelled eighty 
stacres on foot to proclaim the doctrine of His Holiness. 

°Mirza Kurban 'Ali was an aged dervish, who had 
travelled m~ch, seen the world, and mixed with all classes 
and sects, until he had completed his experience, and be
come thoroughly acquainted with alL 'rhus strenuously 
pursuing his enquiries, he had at length found in this fa~th 
that for which he sought. He had disciples of every natIOn 
and every sect; his temperament was as enthusiastic as 
his judgement was sound; his virtues equalled his accom
plishments; and, alike in morals and manners, he was 
incomparable. Many strange virtues and powers were 
witnessed in him, and during the few days which he passed 
iIi the prison he won the devotion and praise of most of 
his fellow-captives. On the last night preceding his death 
he remained awake till morning, continually reciting verses 
appropriate to the occasion, amongst which was the fol-

lowing :-

"Thou'rt interminable, sombre, and disordered, 
Night of Parting, like the tresses of ,the Friend;. 
Art beyond the reach of Time, 0 NIght of Partlllg? 
For Time and Life speed onward to their end." 

In short, during that night he continued in a state of 
ecstasy and exaltation which baffles description, and filled 
all who witnessed it with boundless wonder. 

A~a Seyyid ij:useyn of Turshfz was an eminently 
learned and pious divine, who united knowledge with prac
tice, and was endowed with all the characteristics of virtue. 
Most jurisconsults [and grammarians] have given some 

[ 
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account of his circumstances <in their books>, and all men 
of learning admit his scholarship, which, indeed, can no 
more be denied than his virtue. <This was so ordained 
in order> that he might be a witness to the clergy, and 
that they should not be able to say, "He was but a com
mon man, who, through ignorance and lack of judgement, 
fell into error and heresy." [He likewise shewed a degree 
of disinterested devotion which plunged all thoughtful 
persons in amazement, in that, after years of study, he 
disregarded love of home, worldly ambition, authority, 
wealth, and position, and willingly quaffed the draught of 
martyrdom. ] 

Hajf Seyyid 'Alf, the maternal uncle <of the Bab>, was 
an aged merchant who had seen the world and enjoyed 
universal respect, for he was famed for his piety and godli
ness, [besides being a descendant of the Prophet, and the 
uncle of His Supreme Holiness. When he decided to set 
out from Shfraz and Yezdto lay down his life for the sake 
of God and for love of the Beloved of the World, he ex
amined all his accounts, and went in person to the houses 
of all to whom he owed money to pay them their dues, 
demand quittance and absolution, and bid them a last 
farewell. So, in like manner, did he take leave of all his 
friends and relatives one by one, after which he set out for 
the capital, intending to proceed to Azarbaijan to wait 011 

His Holiness.] So he sacrificed life and wealth in the 
service of His Holiness, [and in his old age suffered death 
for the Beloved's sake,] that his act might -serve as a 
witness to all merchants, and that they might know that he, 
having watched over and tended the Bab from infancy to 
boyhood, and thence onwards until the Manifestation was 
vouchsafed, had beheld in him virtues and powers never 
before seen in man, whereby he was led to devote himself 
to hifl service, and lay down life for his sake; else would 
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he never have conrted death with snch readin~ss, or met 
it with such fortitude. It is, therefore, cm'talll ~hat he 
was irresistibly drawn to His Holiness ~y beholdmg the 
miraculous faculties which he c~m;t.antly dlspla~ed. " , 

['fhus at the moment of hIS bIrth he exclaImed, f?e 
I~· d . God's 1" And in his boyhood they sent hIm \'lllg om IS ,. , . . d 
to be taught his lessons by Sheykh 'Abld, an acc~m~hshe 
scholar and a godly man, who was one of the dISCIples of 
Sheykh Al~mad <of Al].sa>, and subsequently became an 
ardent believer in His HolineRs. Amongst other anecdotes 
of the Bab's boyhood which he used to relate,. one was as 
follows. "'rhe first day that they brought.lum to me at 
the school, I wrote down the alphabet for hun to learn, as 
is customary with children. After a while I went out on 
b · On my return I heard· as I approached the USlness. " . . 
room, someone reading the ~ur'an in a sweet and plamhve 

. Filled with astonishment, I entered the room and 
VOIce. , Th th 
enquired who had bee~ r.eading t~e ~u~ an. ,e 0 • e~ 
children answered <pollltmg to HIS Holmess> He .was. 
'Have you read the ~nr'an1' I asked. H~ was sIle.nt. 
'It is best for you to read Persian books,' saId I, .puttmg 
the Ha~~u/ 1- Ya~fn 2 before him, 'read from tIns.' ~t 
what~ver page I opened it, I ~aw, tha.t he c~uld read .It 

'1 'You have read PersIan, saId I; Come, read eaSI y. . I I d 
some Arabic; that will be better.' So saymg, pace 

1 <Iii t.lWl. . 
2 Two celebrated works bear this title. One is a ~ompendlUm 

of Shi'ite doctrine composed by the eminent theologl~n Mul).a.m
mad Bakir Majlis?' in the year A,H. 1109 (A.D. 1698) ~n the reIgn 

f S Ita~ Huseyn the Safavi, and it is probably to thlS work, that 
o u. : h . l' The other Hakku'l-Yakin was WrItten reference IS ere mac e. . . . " ., 
in the 8th century of the Mjra by Sheykh M.al:t~nd ShablstarI 
(better known as the author of the Gulshan-kRaz); and treats 

of $M! doctrine. 
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before him the Sltar!t-i-arntltila~. When I began to ex
plain the meaning of the Bismi'llfih to the pupils in the 
customary manner, he asked, 'Why does the word Ra~mfin 
include both believers and infidels, while the word Ralj,zm 
applies only to believers?' I replied, 'Wise men have a 
rule to the effect that <extension of form implies>\! ex
tension of meaning 3

, and Ra~rnan contains one letter more 
than lla!tfrn.' He answered, 'Either this rule is a mistake, 
or else that tradition which you refer to 'Alf is a lie.' 
'What tradition?' I asked. "fhe tradition,' replied he, 
'which declares that King of Holiness to have said :-" The 
meanings of all the Sacred Books are in the J.{ur'an, 'and 
the meanings of the whole J.{ur' an are in the SU?'(ttu'l
Fatifta" and the meanings of the whole S(l1'atlt'l-Pati~ 
are in the Bisrni'llfill, and the whole meaning of the Bis
mi'llrth is in the <initial letter> B, and the meaning of 
the B is in the point <under the B >, and the point is inex
plicable." , On hearing him reaSO!l thus subtilely I was 
speechless with amazement) and led him back to his home. 
His venerable grandmother came to the door. I said to 
her, 'I canno~ undertake the instruction of this young 
gentleman,' and told her in full all that had passed. Ad
dressing him, she said, 'Will you not cease to speak after 
this fashion? What business have you with such matters? 
Go and learn your lessons.' , Very well,' he answered, and 
came and began to learn his lessons like the other boys. 

1 Cornmentary on Grarnrnatt"cal forrns. There is a work of 
this name by Sururi (see Cat. Cod. Orient. Mus. Brit., pars ii, 
Cod. Arab., p. 235, top of first column), but I am not sure 
whether this is the one here intended. 

2 These words are not in the original, having evidently been 
omitted accidentally. They are necessary to complete the sense. 

3 ~LC ~I OJ~j ~ j$ .l:..:Il -;,;5". See Palmer's AraMo Gran/,
mar, p. 33, n. 1. 
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He even began with the alphabet, although I urged him 
not to do so. One day I saw him talking in a whisper to 
the boy who sat next him, but when I would have listened 
he was silent. Then I pretended to pay no heed to 
what he was saying, though in reality I listened at
tentively, and I heard him say to the other boy, r I am 
so light that, if I liked, I could fly up beyond the 'rhrone I ; 

would you like me to go?' So saying, he made a move
ment from the ground. As he said 'would you like me 
to go?' and made this movement, I smiled in wonder and 
bewilderment, and as I did so he suddenly ceased speaking. 
So likewise, before he had begun to practise writing, I 
observed that every day he used to bring with him a pen
case and engage in writing something. I thought to my
self, 'He sees the other boys writing, and, wishing to write 
too, draws lines like them, and scribbles on the paper.' 
For several days he continued to act thus, until one day 
1 took the paper from him to see what he was doing. On 
glancing at it I saw that he had actually written something. 
Wondering how, without having practised, he could write, 
I proceeded to examine what he had written, and found 
it to be a dissertation on the mystery and knowledge of 
the Divine Unity, written in the purest and most eloquent 
style, and so profound that the keenest intellect would 
fail to penetrate its <whole> meaning." Al.G1 Seyyid 
Yaq.ya and Jenub-i-A?lm 2 saw these writings in the pos
session of the aforesaid <Sheykh 'Abid>, and declared that 
they contained nearly four thousand verses, which differed 
in no respect from what was written after the Manifes
tation.] 

'rhus, even in his childhood, signs of the Bab's holiness, 
majesty, and lofty rank were apparent, [so that., for instance, 

1 'Arsh, the throne of God, situated above the highest heaven. 
2 Mulla Sheykh 'Ali. 
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as a boy he used to predict of pregnant women whether 
they would bring forth a male or a female infant, besides 
foretelling many chance occurrences, such as earthquakes 
and the ruin of certain places, as they actually took place, 
to relate which things fully would lead us too far from the 
matter in hand.] Our chief point, however, is that persons 
so virtuous and reasonable <as these> would not have 
been so convinced <of the truth of the Bab's claim> as 
thus willingly and joyfully to forego life, wealth, fame, 
name, wife, and child, unless they had observed in that 
Proof of God the clearest evidences of Divine powers and 
qualities. rrhis especially applies to the <Bab's> maternal 
uncle <Hajj' Seyyid 'Ali>, who, though filled with wonder 
at the miraculous powers which he observed in His Holi
ness even as a child, did nevertheless pause to make earnest 
and diligent enquiry after the Manifestation took place 
ere he became fully convinced of its truth. But this con
viction, once attained, was so firm that, as has been men
tioned, his steadfast resolve to devote his life to the cause 
could not be shaken, though one would have given three 
hundred t'umans to save him from death; but he would 
not consent, ahd said, " I regard martyrdom as the greatest 
happiness and honour to which it is possible for me to 
attain, and my utmost ambition is to lay down my life in 
the way of the Beloved I". ' 

Hajj' Mulla Tal.d, who was both a merchant and a 
scholar, was a man of remarkable piety and a native of 
Kirman, where his godliness, integrity, intelligence, virtue, 
and wisdom were admitted by all, and where he had not a 
few devoted admirers. His testimony, therefore, appeals 
especially to all devout and godly persons. 

As for the two others, one *[ was Mirza .ijuseyn of 

1 Two beyts from the Masnavf here inserted by L. are omitted. 
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'rabriz, the comely and devoted youth whom Haji 'Ali 
Khan sought to tempt \ and his testimony was a proof to 
courtiers and government officials;J *" and the other be
longed to the class of tradespeople, and was a witness to 
all such. And one cannot assert that these seven were 
madmen devoid of understanding and sense; or that they 
aimed at the supreme power; or that they were entrapped 
without means of escape; for, had they not voluntarily 
confessed, they would have been spared, and, even after 
they had made confession, each one, as has been described, 
was offered a chance of deliverance, and all alike refused it. 
So they wrought a deed such as human endurance had 
never before compassed; yet, notwithstanding this, men 
blinded by prejudice and passion charge them with horesy 
and error, not reflecting that no one abandons life and 
wealth, and disregards fame, repute, consideration, wife, 
and children without good cause and reason! 'rhe disci
ples of 'AIC, as has been already mentioned, were not 
willinO" to abandon the hair of their heads, much less their o . 
lives. Wherein did these men, who had for five consecutIve 
years striven after truth, fall short in endeavour? Did 
they not go from town to town, seeking knowledge of that 
promised Proof? Did they not endure the hardships of 
exile, and the persecution of foes? Did they not bear 
patiently every kind of affliction, trouble, and sorrow? 
And, when they had learned the truth, did they no~, 
unlike those who would not give up so much as the hall' 
upon their heads, sacrifice all, even life itself, for the 

*" [belonged to the class of government officials and 
servants of the state]* 

1 See however note 1 at the foot of p. 257 snpra. , , . 
2 See pp. 248-9 supra. C. repeats the whole story III full, 

and I therefore follow L. without further notice of the variants. 
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Beloved of the World? If these were not rightly guided 
by God's grace, then no one in the world deserves to re
ceive guidance; and if God did not direct seekers so strenu
ous and so sincere as these, then (God forgive us for speaking 
thus!) He would have broken His promise, and "God 
breaketh not His promise l

". For it is incumbent on His 
grace and mercy to deliver souls so strenuous in the search 
after truth from doubt and error, to guide them into the 
way of salvation, and to raise them to the highest degree 
of certainty and knowledge. So, after the death of these 
Seven Martyrs, all wise and discerning persons, who heard 
what fortitude nnd steadfastness they had shewn in their 
captivity and martyrdom, clearly perceived that devotion 
such as this could not exist without a sufficient reason, 
and that an event of such magnitude could not be regarded 
as a trivial matter. Such persons, therefore, fell to making 
enquiry; and a great number of them crossed the bridgel! 
of doubt, reached the haven of assurance, were invested 
with the robe of faith and right guidance, and, in turn, 
effected the conversion and salvation of many others. But 
in others, by reason of their lack of fairness, was realized 
the meaning of the verse, " They recognize the favours of 
God, and yet they deny them 3

". 

N ow these seven saints were the seven hornless goats 
which, agreeably toa well;,.accredited traditi()n, are to 
appear in Mecca before His Holiness <the Imam Mahdf>. 

1 J):ur'an, xxx, 5. 
2 $irat, the bridge "finer than a hair and sharper than a 

sword" which, according to the Muslim belief, spans the gulf 
which surrounds Paradise. rrhe allegorical meaning of this 
image is treated of in the twelfth chapter of the second Valfid of 
the Persian Beyan. Of B. ii, p. 930; and n. 1 at the foot of p. 
46 supra. 

3 ~ ur'an, xvi, 85. 
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.And, Bince theBe nre n. sign of the MnllifcHtntion, there
fore such ns were anxiously expecting its advent truly and 
sincerely believed with great joy. For the holy Imams 
(upon whom be peace) have said, "NCt!mll'T-ra't, wa 
sfl['atuna gllanam," that is to say, """Ve are the shepherd, 
and our followers are the flock, which we pasture in the 
spacious meadow of wisdom, and preserve from the claws of 
the wolf of ignorance and folly." [Now the interpretation 
of this saying, that Bis HolinesR the I,{a'iJn shall cause his 
fiock to appear in the laud of Meccn, is that by lJIecca the 
land of Belief in the Divine Unity is intended; for this it 
is which especially appertaineth to God. And the source 
and hOllle of this belief is the henrt, even as God says :
" Neither my earth llor lily heaven fluDiceth for me, but 
ouly the heart of my faithful servant." So the true House 
of God is the heart; it is the mirror of God, and in it 
Divine Inspiration appears. This subject requires a lengthy 
explanation, which will he given in its proper place.] And 
what is meant by their saying" the goats have no horns" 
is, briefly, that they suffer wrong, that is to say that they 
neither struggle nor resist. frhe sayings of the Imams 
contain many meanings which these formalist doctors are 
unable to penetrate, even as they have failed to compre
hend this tradition; wherefore, through lack of sense and 
discernment, they do both keep the unfortunate laity in 
expectation, and themselves expect that His Holiness 
shall appear in the desert of Mecca, in the guise of a 
shepherd. driving seven goats, which are animals devoid of 
reason, before him. A fine and hOllourable occupation do 
they assign to their Master! Yet they themselves are 
entirely unconscious of the evilness of their aSRertions and 
belief's: and if some poor fellow would explain the true 
meaning of such traditionR, they dub him an infidel, be
cause he interprets the words of the Imam in a manner 
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contrary to their preconceived ideas. For their pride and 
arrogance make it seem to them a hard thing to prefer the as
sertion of another to their own vain fancies, and, even though 
they be inwardly compelled to assent, and to allow that his 
words accord with reason and truth, their self-conceit 
makes it impossible for them to admit this explicitly. 
frhus Haji M ulla ~alil:t, for all his piety, sanctity, scholar
ship, and show of religion, repeatedly said to his daughter 
Jenab-i-T(Utira, better known as I,{llr'rat'lt'l-'Ayn l *, C( If 
you, with all the learning, scholarship, and intelligence 
which you possess, were to claim to be the Bab, or even 
more than that, I would readily admit and allow your 
claim; but what can I do when you choose to follow this 
ShiraZI lad?" Great heavens! Such is the arrogance and 
prejudice of these persons that the imagination can scarcely 
conceive the least of its developments t Here was one who 
saw that his daughter, notwithstanding her talents and 
accomplishments, regarded herself bllt as dust in compari
son with that Sun of Truth, and publicly said, C( With the 
knowledge which I possess it is impossible that I should be 
mistaken in ~he recognition of Him who is the Lord of the 
World, whom all peoples anxiously expect: I have duly 
recognized Him by the proofs of reason and the evidences 
of knowledge, though this knowledge and these attainments 
of mille are but as a minute drop beside that vast and a11-

*[a8 did also her uncle Haji Mulla < Mul~ammad > 
Taki 'the murdered' who was a learned scholar, and, 
indeed, in his own opinion} the most learned doctor of his 
time]* 

1 Concerning ~urratu'l-'Ayn, her father Raj! Mulla ~alil), 
and her uncle Raj! Mulla Mul)ammad TaJ.d (called by the Shi'ites 
C( Shahid-i-Tluilith") see my Tra'lJeller's Narrative, vol. ii, pp. 309 
-316. 
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embracing ocean, or as an insignificant mote beside that 
mighty and radiant luminary;" yet, notwithstanding this, 
he answered, "Though you regard your excellence and 
learning as of such small account in comparison with <the 
'virtues of> that Shirazi lad, still, had you been my son 
<instead of my daughter>, and had you put forward this 
claim, I would have accepted it." ... 

"Wine still is wine, the rose is still the rose, 
'Where e'er that ripens, and where e'er this grows. 
Though from the West its course should be begun 
The sun's the sun, and nothing but the sun." 

<Account of I.(uJ'ratM'l-'Ayn.> 

N ow, since occasion hath arisen, it behoves us to say 
somewhat concerning Jenab-i- '!ytllin(. She, as has been 
already stated, was the daughter of Haji Mulla ~aliQ. 
of Kazvin was a sincere friend and admirer of [the late . , 
Sheykh <Al}mad Al).sa'i> and] Hajf Seyyid Ka~im <of 
Resht>, and in virtue, piety, and learning had no equal. 
It was from the late Seyyid I that she received the title of 
Kurratu'l-'Ayn. And since he had, before his death, 
~laddened his chosen disciples with tidings of the ap
proaching mfLnifestation of the promised ProoP, therefore 
was she also one of those who were anxiously expecting the 
fLppearance of the 'rruth,and seeking, with prayer and 
fasting, knowledge and faith. So, when Mulla !.Iuseyn of 
Bushraweyh, who was <subsequently> entitled Jenab-i
BabM' 1-Bab, fell to making enquiry, and resolved to set 
out from N ejef the holy to prosecute his search, she wrote 
a letter expressing in general terms her devotion to, and 

1 This statement, together with most of what is here related 
cOllcerning ~{nrratn'l-'Ayn, is taken from Haji' Mirza J ani's his
tory (S1lppl. Pel's. 1071, ff. 107b--llOb

). 

2 See pp. 31-33 supra. 
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belief in, the subsequent Manifestation.. And when Jenab~ : 
i-Babu'l-Bab at length attained to the honour of meeting 
His Supreme Holiness, and had recognized his true nature, 
he presented her letter, and she became included amongst 
the Letters of the Living I, and reached the loftiest degree 
of truth and knowledge. A little time after this, she 
enjoyed opportunities of perusing some of the verses, 
exhortations, devotional works, and doctrinal treatises of 
His Holiness, by which her conversion was definitely 
effected. So steadfast in faith did she become that 
[although she was both rich and noble] she disregarded 
wealth, child, name, and position for her Master's service, 
and set herself to proclaim and establish his doctrine' with 
clear proofs and demonstrations. So subtilely did she 
expound the mysteries of the Divine Unity that even of 
the late Seyyid <Ka~im>'s disciples, who were the elect of 
the age, the most part were unable to follow her thought. 
[After the death of the late Seyyid, at the time of her 
conversion 2] she instituted a course of lectures, in which, 
seated behind a curtain, she instructed the *[Sheykhis]*. 
Her followers submitted themselves to a religious discipline 

*[people] * 

1 Of Gobineau, p. 328. 
2 In the text, "hangami lei musharmf shude bUd", literally, 

"at the time when she" [or "he"J "had been honoured." The 
implied pronoun appears to refer to ~urratu'l-'Ayn rather than 
to Seyyid Kaz;im; and therefore, as she appears never to have 
actually met the Bab Cej Gobineau, p. 310), we must understand 
"l1wslwrl'af" as equivalent to "musharraf bi-sharaj-i-zman" 
C" honoured with the dignity of belief"), which is a common ex
pression among the Musulmans. With the Babis the word more 
often signifies "honoured with an actual interview." Of my 
first article on the Babis in the J. R. A. S. for 1889, p. 519. 
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so severe that they were brought nigh unto death, while 
[so scrupulous were they that] for the most part they 
would not eat victuals prepared in the bazaars, especially 
cooked meats and butcher's meat. Such scrupulousness 
and caution on their part soon attracted attention, and 
was reported in various shapes to the governor, who deter
mined to arrest l~urratu'l-'Ayn. She <being apprized 
of this> sent to him the following message :-" I advance 
no claim save a claim to learning. Assemble the doctors, 
both Sunni and Shi'ite, that we may confer and dispute, so 
that the truth and falsity of either side, and the wisdom 
and learning of both parties, may be made apparent to all 
persons of discernment." 'J1hereupon it. was decided that 
she should not leave Kerbela until a definite reply to this 
request should arrive from Baghdad. As, however, this 
reply was delayed, she left the town without a passport, in 
such wise that none of the gate-keepers or officers appointed 
for the supervision of passports saw or stopped her. On 
reaching Baghdad, she proceeded to the house of the chief 
Mufti, with whom she held a discussion wherein she 
obtained a manifest advantage. [The Pasha of Baghdad 
forwarded to the Sublime Porte a detailed report of her 
case, including this discussion, and asked for instructions 
as to the course which he should pursue. In reply, there 
came an order that she should remain no longer in 'Ira\c 
<-i-'Arab>, but that <the Pasha> should make his excuses 
to her for sending her bade to Persia, and that she should 
there abide.] 

Accordingly she set out for 'Ira1,z[-i-'Ajam]. On her 
way thither she proclaimed in the clearest and most 
explicit manner certain subtle mysteries of the Divine 
Unity to which but few ears had been privileged to listen, 
and which most of the profoundest philosophers had hesi
tated to formulate and divulge. <Some of her companions,> 
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snch as the late Sheykh ~alil}. the Arab, Sheykh ['rahir] 
the Preacher, Mulla Ibrahim of Mal}.allat, [the late Sheykh 
Sultan the Arab,] and some others, who were endowed 
with the requisite capacity and understanding, compre
hended these lofty themes; but others, unable to grasp 
them, raised objections, and wrote a letter to His Supreme 
Holiness complaining of her. To each was returned an 
answer adapted to his capacity and understanding, the 
substance of this answer being <in each case> that . her 
homilies and dissertations on the Divine Unity were 
divinely inspired, and that her name should henceforth 
be called r(jJ~ira I. * [After this, those same persons who 
had' raised objections,]* being made acquainted with the 
inner meaning of her words, began to ask her pardon and . 
to make their excuses. 

So that Blessed LeaP went to Kirmanshahan, where 
she thoroughly preached the doctrine. Thence she pro
ceeded to Hamadan .. (where ah;;o she converted many), 
illtencling to visit the capital, and to acquaint His late 
Majesty Mul}.ammad Shah with the truth [of the matter]. 
Her fa,ther, however, being made aware of <her move
mentf-4>, sent Rml brought her to ~azvfn, where he talked 
much with her, and, as has been already mentioned, said, 
"AllY claim which you, with your learning and intelligence, 
had put forward I should have accounted worthy of full 
acceptance; but how can I accept the word of this Shirazi 

*[ < So they, > J* 

1 "The Pure." 
2 As the Bab is often styled" The Tree of Truth" (SlwJara-i

I.ia~'i!;at), so those who believe in him are sometimes called 
"Leaves". The title of Wara~a-i-' Ulya (" The Supreme Leaf") 
was conferred by Beha'u'lhih on one of his wives. See Traveller',~ 
Na1'J'cttive, vol. ii, p. 361. 

N. H. 18 
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lad? " To such speeches, however, she refused to listen: 
nor, do what they might, would she consent to be recon~ 
ciled with her husband Mulla Mul}ammad, who was the 
son of Haji Mulla <Mul}ammad Ta\d>, [and was accounted 
her cousin]. <In reply to all such proposals of reconcilia
tion> she answered, "He, in that he rejects God's religion, 
is unclean, while I am 'Pure' I: between us there can be 
naught in common [nor any equality]." So she refused to 
be reconciled to her husband. 

After this befell the catastrophe of Haji Mulla <Mu
l}ammad> Ta~f's murder. N ow the cause of this was that 
[in every assembly and gathering] he was wont to curse 
and revile the late Sheykh Al}mad <of Al}sa>, displaying 
herein the most obstinate pertinacity. A certain Mirza. 
~aIil}, [who was a native of Shiraz and] one of the Bab's 
followers, formerly devoted to the late Sheykh Al}mad, had 
heard [in l;{azvin] that Haji Mulla [Mul}ammad] Ta~i 
regarded the late Sheykh as an apostate and a heretic, and 
was in the habit of cursing him: He therefore waited 
upon the Haji "'[after the performance of public prayer],* 
and enquired his opinion of Sheykh Al}mad. 'J1he Haji 
cursed and reviled him [exceedingly]. 'J1hereupon Mirza 
~aIil} (agreeably to the tradition handed down from the 
Imams "whosoever curseth our followers hath cursed us, 
and whosoever curseth us hath cursed the Apostle of God, 
and whosoever hath cursed the A]Jostle of God is an 
~nfidel") knew him for an evil man and an apostate, and, 
III accordance with the tradition above quoted, became 
assured of his infidelity, and deemed it incumbent on 
himself to slay him. So, without communicating his 

*[in the place of prayer] * 

1 '!'(ddra. See the end of the preceding paragraph. 
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design to anyone, he went by night, and, by the altar\ 
inflicted on him several <mortal> wounds. And this 
thing was the consequence of the Haji's conduct on the 
occasion of the Bab's passing through l;{azvin. For His 
Holiness, as he passed through l;{azvin, had, with the 
design of proving others and admonishing them by this 
transaction, written <a letter> to him, saying, "I am 
of the offspring of the Prophet; I am wrongfully en
treated; and I have come to your city. How would it be 
if you were to afford me some succour?" But the Haji 
tore the letter in fragments and made several unseemly 
remarks. When· they reported this to His Holiness, he 
said, " Was there no one to smite him on the mouth ?" 
Wherefore the Lord brought it to pass that he was smitten 
in the mouth with a spear-head, that he might no more 
speak insolently of the saints of religion 2. 

Now after the attack on Haji Mulla Mul}ammad TaJ.d, 
a great disturbance arose inl;{azvin. For the peopleattri
buted this deed to Jenab-i-T<iltira, and suspected her fol
lowers, though neither she nor they were privy to it. So 
they arre~ted *[ nearly seventy]* persons, and, though Haji 
<Mulla Mul}ammad rJ1a\d>3 said of each one brought before 
him, "It was not he," cast them into prison and tormented 
them in divers ways. Amongst others they beat Sheykh 
~alil} the Arab with many stripes, and would have branded 
him. [They also brought Jenab-i-Tahira to the govern-

*[a great number Qf]* 

1 Mi{mib, properly the niche or alcove in the mosque which 
::;hews the direction of Mecca. 

2 Some verses from the Masnavi, differently given in C. and 
L., are here omitted. . 

3 The wounds inflicted on Haji Mulla Mul)ammad Ta~{ did 
not at once prove fatal. According to the l}.i~WJu'l-'Ularna he 
~urvived the attempt 011 his life by several days. 

18-2 
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ment house, along with one of her servants, and fell to 
tormenting her, thinking that perhaps she might make 
some statement; neither would they believe her, though 
she declared on oath that she had absolutely no knowledge 
of this event. For the heirs of the murdered man, amongst 
whom was Jenab-i-TiiMm's husband Mulla Muhammad, 
persisted in affirming that this deed had been committed 
by her followers and with her consent. And she meanwhile 
was engaged in tearful and humble prayer to Him who is 
the Fulfiller of all needs.] 

Suddenly Mirza ~alih of Shiraz [, seeing the torments to 
which a number of innocent and virtuous persons were 
being subjected, could no longer maintain silence, but, 
impelled by common fairness and uprightness, devotedly] 
advanced the foot of manful courage, and made full con
fession, setting forth in detail the motives which had 
impelled him to commit the murder, and adding, « I con
sidered myself obliged by the duty which I owe to Reli
gion and the Sacred Law to do this deed." In such wise 
did he express himself that <even> the governor of ~azvfn 
applauded his eloquence and boldness. [When they re
proached him, saying', C( vVhy didst thou act thus towards 
so learned a divine?" he replied, « Who, then, was he but 
one who had culled from the garden of Abll Banifa I a 
single nosegay, in virtue of which he claimed to be a learned 
divine?" The people were amazed at the readiness of his 
replies; but the heirs <of Hajf Mulla Muhammad Ta~f> 
and those who were specially prejudiced against I>::urratu'l
'Ayn and the others arrested on this charge, and who bore 
them an invincible hatred, not anticipating such truth, 
loyalty, fairness, and courage from an assassin, refused to 

1 Ab{l ~an{fa, },Ialik, Shati'i, and Ibn I;Ianbal were the 
founders of the four orthodox schools or sects of the Sunnites; 
learned theologians, no doubt but of little account in Shi'ite, 
much less in B,l,bi eyes. 

-,--
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credit this confession, or to pay any heed to it. But the 
youth adhered to his statement, and, on their refusing to 
believe it, described in detail the manner in which he had 
done the deed, adding, "If you desire to verify my state
ment, go, and take out the spear-head wherewith I slew 
him from beneath the stool I under which I cast it, that you 
may know that my account is a true one." So they went 
and took out the spear-head from under the stool, and the 
truth of his statement was <thus> conclusively proved. 
rrhey therefore cast him into prison and put him in fetters, 
and the sons of the murdered Hajf Mulla <Muhammad> 
rra~i went to the prison to vex and revile him. Mirza 
~alih, losing control of his temper, cried out, "I have sent 
him to hell, and I will now send you after him." So saying, 
he sprang forward with such energy that he dragged his 
chain, wrenched out from the ground the long iron staple 
to which it was attached, and hurled it at them with such 
vigour that they fled in terror in all directions. The long .. 
staple struck the door of his cell and pierced it; whereat 
the prison warders were so greatly alarmed that. they shut 
the door upon him and locked it. 

[N otwithstanding all this 2 they would not release those 
others <whom they had arrested>, but, anxious only to 
establish a reputation for filial piety, continued to account 
them accomplices and accessories.] And although Hajf 

. <Mulla Muhammad Taki> had declared with his dying 
breath that he forgave hi; murderer 3, *[Mulla Mul).ammad]* 

* [still] * 
1 This word is doubtful. It appears to read do) to which I 

can assign no suitable sense. I therefore' conjecture 4.$"'). 
2 i.e. the confession of Mirza l?aliq. 
3 Raj! Mirza J ani adds that Mulla Mugammad himself 

made this statement. 
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his son ~aused *[five]* of the prisoners to be sent in fetters 
and chams from ~azvfn to 'reheran in the bitter cold of 
the winter. ~eason. Amongst these *[five]*, one was an old 
man of aIlmg health [n~med Hajf Asadu'llah]; whom, 
though he was perfectly mnocent, and ignorant <of the 
c~arge preferred against him>, they dragged from a bed of 
sI.cknes~ and .led away; and who, on reaching Teheran, ex
pIred [Ill prIson] from his illness and the fatignes of the 
r~ad. But Mirza ~alil)., the actual murderer, [who had 
l~Imself confessed, and whom Haji Mirza A~asi had con
sIgned to the ~ustody o.f Mirza Shafi' the $fiMb-dlV(in,] 
escaped from prIson by lllght, [and, making straight for the 
Castle of <Sheykh>rpabarsi, joined himself to the people of 
God, amongst whom he attained to martyrdom I.] . 

'rhose t[three]t innocent persons remained in prison 
but though the son of Haji Mulla [Mul).ammad] Ta~i mad~ 
the most strenuous efforts to obtain from the administrators 
of the Sacred Law in Teheran anorderfor the execution of 
one of the prisoners, he was not successfuL 'Hlen he accused 
the Babis of being this and that; and His Majesty §[Mu
l).ammad]§ Shah ordered the learned 7nujtakid Aka Mahm{ld 
of Teheran, :::[the son of A~a Mul).ammad 'Ali 'of Kir~an
shahan,]t to investigate and ascertain their tenets. So 
II [they brought them 3 before him, and when he had]" met 

*[six]*1" t[four]t . §CN a~iru'd-Din ]§2 
+[ who was unrIvalled III hIS time J+ 

II [he] II + 

. ~ See. p. 82.sgpra. That the Sheykh $aIiI} there mentioned 
IS Identical WIth this Mirza $aJil) is clearly shewn by Haji 
Mirza J ani's account of his death, in which he is described 
as "the murderer of Hajj l\1ulla Mul,lammad Taki of Kazvin " 

2 This appears to be an anachronism. Hai~Hrz~ Jan! ~nly 
says "the King." 

3 ~·.e., as it would appear, the three remaining prisoners. 
. 

. ; 
" - i' 
l 
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[and conversed much with] them* the falsity of Mulla Mu
l).ammad's assertions [concerning this sect] became evident. 
Finally < Mulla Mul~ammad> went before His Majesty the 
King, and rent his shirt, and began to weep, saying, "'rher 
have slain Haji Mulla [Mul~ammad] Ta~, t[and shall no 
one's blood be shed <in atonement> ?]t" The King an
swered, "The murderer, who has himself confessed, has 
escaped [from prison]. If thou desirest the lawful applica
tion of the lex talionis, then no administrator of the Sacred 
Law will sentence an innocent man to suffer death instead 
of the escaped murderer. But if thou seekest for illegal 
retaliation, then why dost thou introduce the name of law? 
Go, kill one <of them >." So they took Sheykh f)alil). the 
Arab, a godly man, endowed, as was proved in several ways, 
with a pure heart I, and consummated his martyrdom [by 
blowing him from a gun]. 

Then < Mulla Mul).ammad> prayed that he might be 
permitted to take the §[two]§ other prisoners [, one of whom 
wasSheykh rrahir of Shiraz -the preacher, and the other 
Mulla Ibrahim of Mal).allat,] to J.{azvfn, in order that he 
might do honour to his father's memory by causing them 
to walk round his grave, after which he would let them go. 
'ro this His Majesty the King agreed [, not guessing the 
extent of his godlessness and priestly cunning]. So < Mulla 
Mul)ammad> took :j:[them]:j: with him to Bur\tan, and on . 

*[and]* 
t[how can it be right that his murderer should not 

be slain ?]t ... . 
§[ three ]§ :t[ the three men J+ 

1 Haji Mirza J anf says that Sheykh $a.lil;1 was believed 
by some (of the Babfs) to be (a re-incarnation of) "the Pure 

Soul" (~.i """;,;); concerning whom see el-Falchri (ed. Ahl-

--wardt), p. 195 et seq . 
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the way thither inflicted on them all manner of hurts and 
torments. After this he took them to ~{azvin [. On the 
day when he was taking them] to make them walk round 
his father's grave,* he made known his intention t to the 
whole populace, t[that they might make Jt a general attack 
<on the prisoners>[. So, as soon as they brought them 
forth to make them walk round the grave, Sheykh 'rahir J 
and Mulla Ibrahim§ "[wereJII done to death with a cruelty 
surpassing all imagination. [Sheykh 'rahir was bound 
to a tree and tortured to death by his assailants, and a 
number of the mob brought leaves and set fire to the foot 
of the tree.] And the body of the poor victim was con
sumed with fire. [Then they bore both the bodies out of 
the city gates and cast them into a hollow, and only after 
some days did they allow a grave to be dug in that place 
and the corpses to be laid therein.] 

So the heirs <of Raj! Mulla Mul~ammad Tal,d>, being 
of a highly-considered family of divines and administrators 
of the Sacred Law, and regarding themselves as the autho
rized representatives of this Law, and the exponents of 
Religion, in retaliation for the death of one person slew 
~ [four J~ 1 innocent men who had no complicity in the 
matter; although the actual murderer had before his flight 
declared that, in accordance with <what he regarded as> 

*f andJ* 
t[ who made]t 

I/[was]1/ 

t[and gave his directionsJt 
§[ and the other prisoner J§ 

~[three]~ 

I C. has "three': here, but, like L., "four" in the next sen
tence. Mirza Asadu'llah, the old man who died of cold and ex
posure, seems to be reckoned as the fourth victim. I am by no 
means certain, however, that there was not another victim 
(unnamed), for the higher numbers, which I have relegated 
to the foot of the page, are confirmed by Haji Mirza J ani. 

i! , , 
! 
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his religious obligation, he had on his own account done 
this deed without the complicity of anyone else. And these 
four innocent and unwitting men they slew thus shamefully 
and cruelly with the knowledge of His Majesty the King 
and all the Musulman clergy and laity; nor did one of all 
these pious divines and Muslims ask by what religion and 
what law such a sentence was ever ordained or sanctioned. 
Assuredly from the first creation of the world until now 
never in anyone of all these different cree~s. was such .a 
thing done; [never according to any law, CIVIl or e?CleSl
astical was such a sentence pronounced;] and never many 
age ha~ such a deed been heard or seen. Nor is it likely that 
such a sentence should be pronounced or such a .deed sanc
tioned in the name of any religion at any future tIme, unless 
it be by these same occupants of the seat of auth~ritr and 
<self-styled> executors of the Holy Imam ....... . 

'ro resume. After these events Jen/tb-i-Tahira,. *[to 
escape from the reproaches, rebuffs, 8uspicions, and unkind 
treatment of her relations, set out secretly for 'rehera~ j 
whence, intending to preach God's religion, a~d .to 30m 
herself to Hazrat-i-K'llddus 2

, Mulla l:Iuseyn Jenab-z-Babu,
'l-Bab and the other believers in Khurasan, she]* pro
ceeded to Khurasan. Near Shahrud a she met Jenab-i-

*[having procured a divorce from her husband Mulla 
l\I[uq.ammad,]* 

I About a page of similar diatribe is here omitted. 
2 See n. 1 at the foot of p. 95 supra. . 
3 Sun pl. Pen 1071, f. n06. The event described is there 

T. M .~ tat' "" h ." ~ ed to the "third year of the anl1es lon, w ereIn, reJerr . . I " 
says Haji Mirza J ani, alluding to a tradItion of Kumey, was 

. f W -', 1\ ."." See T1'aveller's Nar1'a-revealed the meamng 0 ...-II ~IU ,;:- u..... 
tive, vol. ii, p. 352, n. 1. 
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-Kllddlu; *[and his followers, whose nUlllber amounted to 
three hundred and thirteen men. lfa~rat-i-Kltddus became 
the 'f~ngue. of the ¥ti'irn, and, ere His Supreme Holiness 
had laId claIm to this rank, formally announced himself as 
the lj:ti'i~, even as tradition runs; and, in brief, spoke that 
word whICh the lj:ti'irn must speak. His followers hesitated 
<at first> to admit <his claim; but afterwards>, having 
se~rche~ every realm of their being and found no truth but 
HIs Hohness, they listened and confessed I. Then Jenub-i
ru~ira ascended into a pulpit and exhorted the believers 2, 

settlllg forth the mysteries of the Divine Unity and the 
re~e.wal <of all things>. Thereafter so great a mass of 
wntlllgs, comprising prayers, homilies, .. and doctrinal trea-

. *[An aCCo~lllt of her subsequent history until the time 
"hen she ~ttallled .to. the rank of martyrdom, together with 
an appendIx contallllllg some of her exhortations, prayers, 

1 These two senten.ces are so. ambiguous, especially as regards 
the pronouns, that I gl ve them III the original :_ 

.x.:l...; I.)J"':' ':';::t; .)~ ~I w~ & )I JJ J..i~ ~li .:,w U")); w~ 
fli ~ .~I """'~ Jj-! ~..I> .)J ~ ..Ij..l!. .:,~ t":li ) J..iJ)""; ':';::li .)l~1 

I.)J J';' J J": J O.))J J..iJ'p;~ J..i.l!..; ;~ ':'1.;1 ..,.,6....1 ) .ljJ),,"; ':'1.;1 ~~ 

'*' J..i.l!. "";.;'J.A ) If..i. ..Ij4..1j J.,... I.) w,rh .;f ..Ij4Jf }L.. 

It is. a~undantly clear from Haji Mirza J ani's history that 
J.la~rat-t-AuddUs· advanced the most extravagant claims and 
that many of the Babis were disposed to regard him as su~erior 
to the Bab. He not only declared himself to be Christ come 
back to ea~th, but even went so far as to say, "Whosoever hat/~ 
known me tS become a polytheist, and wlw.soever I~at/~ not known 
me is become an infidel, and whosoever as1ceth 'Wll?1 '01' 'wlwre+ore ' 

, '~' '. il' './' , 
01 ww concerntng me ts become a l'eprobate." 

2 Of. Gobineau, pp. 181-4. 
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tises, emanated from that much-wronged woman that the 
eye of time has never beheld anything like it. Thus, for 
instance, Mulla 'Abdu'l-'Ali and Mulla Jawad of the 
Sheykhf sect addressed certain questions to His Supreme 
Holiness (the soul of the world be his sacrifice I). He 
replied to them; but they, not understanding <his answer>, 
made objections. Jenab-i-'J;ahira, being apprized of this, 
wrote two or three thousand verses to confute their objec
tions and to establish the thesis of His Supreme Holiness. 
'fhis she did in such wise as to fill all persons of learning 
with wonder and astonishment at her scholarship, for she 
proved the utterances of His Holiness in every point by 
verses from the ~ur'an and traditions of the Imams. 
On the dispersal of <the assembly at> Badasht, she was 
taken prisoner and conveyed to 'reheran 1. For some while 
she was in the house of Mal,lmud Khan the Kalantari

, 

where she exhorted and counselled the women of the house
holda, till one day she went to the bath, whence she 
returned arrayed in white garments, saying, "Tomorrow 
they will kill me." Next day the executioner came and 

and teachings, will be written in another place; so that 
the extent of her virtue, chastity, godliness,· and purity, as 
well as the services which she rendered to the Desired 
Appearance [ral'at-i-Ma~f!ud, i. e. Beha'u'llah], (who, at 
that time hidden behind a veil, was <only> known as 

1 It was, apparently, only after the fall of Sheykh l'abarsf 
that she was given up to the authorities by the people of N Ur, 
where she (together with $ubl;1-i-Ezel, as Raji Mirza Jani states in 
his history) had taken refuge. Of. 'Praveller's i!arrative, vol. ii, 
pp. 312-3. It is worth noting that Haji Mirza Jani calls her 

"the Mother of the World" C~1 )Jl. ;).' . 

2 See Gobineau, pp. 292-5. 
3 See my Travellers Narrative, vol. ii, p. 31. 

r· 
I 
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took her to the Nigaristan 1. As she would not :'5uffel' 
them to remove the veil from her face (though they repeat
ed!y sought to do so), they applied the bow-string over her 
veIl, and thus compassed her martyrdom. 'l~hen they cast 
her holy body into a well in the garden 9. Her words shall 
be recorded in another place, so that the extent of her 
virtue, chastity, godliness, and purity may become known 
t? all persons of discernment.]* For her utterances conclu
slvely prove that she was divinely inspired and fortified, 
such eloquence and grace of speech [and such comprehensive 
knowledge] being unattainable and inconcei vable [even for 
men]. We must, however, return to our previous topic, 
lest the thread of our proper narrative be unduly pro-
longed. . 

After His Holiness the Primal Point (the souls of all 
beside him be his sacrifice!) had arrived at the Castle of 
Chihrf~ and dwelt there for some time, Raji Mirza A.kasi 
wrote to His Majesty Na~iru'd-Din Shah,who was at that 
ti.me Crown-Prince and Governor of A.7,arbaijan, directing 
hnn to summon that Sun of the Heaven of 'l\'uth to 'rabriz 
convene an assembly of the clergy there, dispute with him' 
and ~etermin~ the validity or falsity of his claim. But 
<Ha]i Mirza A~asi's> real object was not to ascertain the 
truth or sift the matter, [else he would have summoner!. 
<the Bab> to 'reheran and caused him to be examined in 

Jen~b-i-Belu:t) and ~he wisdom and excellence whereunto 
by l~ls help she attamed, may become known to all persons 
of discernment.]* 

1 A palace in Teheran built by Fatl).-'All SMh. It derh'es 
its name from the pictures and portraits wherewith the walb of 
several of its rooms are ornamented, and is situated in the north
ern quarter of the city, not very far from the English Embassy. 

2 Of my Traveller's .Narrative, vol. ii, pp. 313-4. 
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his own presence]. For he was certainly well aware that 
the clergy would never relinquish their material authority; 
that their overweening arrogance and clerical pride would 
never suffer them to acknowledge the truth of the Bab's 
claim or the reality of his mission; and that it was im
possible for them <voluntarily> to abandon their mastery 
and to adopt an attitude of submission and obedience, 
more especially since he had heard how most of them 
regarded <the Bab> as a madman. For some of them 
declared that his brain was disordered, and that his writings 
consisted of 'fitbles of t1~e ancients]J set forth in incoherent 
words;* while others asserted that His Holiness did not 
really claim to be the Bab, but that Mulla J:Iuseyn of 
BlU;hraweyh, a man of unrivalled scholarship and virtue, 
was the actual claimant, and that all these teachings and 
writings emanated from him 2. 

So they summoned His Holiness to Tabriz 3, and con
venedan assembly <of the clergy>, which was attended by 
Mulla Mul:,tammad NIamaghani, Hajf Mulla Mal):mud Mulla-· 
basfl[, a number of divines of the Sheykhf party, and a few 
state functionaries. They <further> agreed that, should 
His Holiness, not being of unsound mind, claim to be. the 
Bab, they would pronounce sentence of death against him. 
After a while that Full Moon of the Heaven of Saintship 

*[whereas the l>:ur'an contains <only> eight tho~s~nd 
verses, while the Bab had produced more than a milhon, 
<so that, according to them,> the branches exceeded the 
root.]* 

1 J}.ur'an, vi, 25 ; viii, 31 &c. 
2 Raji :Mirza J ani also refers to these opinions. OJ. Mirza 

Kazem-Beg, ii, p. 39:1; and my Traveller's Narrative, vol. ii, p. 230. 
3 He was lodged, as Haji Mirza J ani adds, in the house 

of )Iirza A9-mad the !nuim-Jum'a. 
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entered the assembly with a calm and dignified mien, being 
freshly come from the bath, perfumed with scent, his hands 
passed through the sleeves [of his cloak] 1, a staff in his 
hand, and his tongue engaged in commemorating the Divine 
Friend. <As he entered> he saluted <those present>, who 
returned his salutation, but did not indicate a place for him 
to sit, they themselves having <already> occupied the 
places of honour. His Holiness remained standing for 
about a minute, and then silently sat down in the lowest 
place of the assembly without uttering a word. Then 
Mulla Mul).ammad said, "Sir Seyyid, certain writings are 
in men's hands which are currently attributed to you. 
We for our part do not believe or credit this. Is it so or 
not?" This he said anticipating a denial; but His Holi
ness answered, "Yes, those writings are the words of God 
emanating from my pen." "We have heard," continued 
they, "that you claim to be the Bab." " Yes," replied he. 
ec What," demanded Mulla Mul).ammad with a scornful 
smile, "does 'Brib ' mean?" "'I'hesame:' answered His 
Holiness, "as in the holy saying <of the Prophet>, 'I am 
the City of Knowledge, and 'Ali is its Gates.'" " On what 
night," continued the other, "wert thou thus favoured 3, 

and who assigned this name to thee?" His Holiness 
answered, " I am He whose advent ye have been expecting 
for one thousand two hundred [and sixty] years \ and whom 

1 The concealment of the hands in the sleeves is a mark of 
humility, and a tacit confession of inferiority and subserviency, 
unsuitable to the rank of a messenger of God, even in the presence 
of princes. 

2 Raj! Mirza Jan! reports a much fuller dissertation on 
the title Bab, which the compiler of the New Hist01'Y has 
omitted. 

3 In the original i.5J,... .;,... ..,...!. J. 
4 Raj! Mirza J ani has "for one thousand years," which 
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ye now deny." They said, "Weare expecting Him' who is 
to arise of the kindred of Mul).ammad, to wit, Muhammad 
ibnu'l-ij'asan, whose mother is N arjis Khatun, and who is 
of the Arabs; thy birthplace is Fars, thou art of the Per. 
~ians, and thy father and mother, too, are known l

." C< By 
Just such nominal considerations was it," he replied, " that 
all <former> peoples were veiled from knowledge of the 
prophet of their time ; you too are veiled, else I am indeed 
He." "Whence," asked they, " shall we recognize you?" 
He answered, "By the evidence of the verses <revealed 
through me>." 

Then said one of those present 2, "Repeat some verses 
~oncerning thy staf!'." He began to do so, but another 
mterrupted him, saying," We do not understand the 
verses." "How then," asked His Holiness, "can you 
understand the proof of the 1,{ur'an ?" "I too," remarked 
an offi?er 2 < who was present>, "can reveal verses "; and 
forthwlth.hebegan to repeat a string ofincoheren.twords: 
In short from the first those who composed the assembly 
had no other design than to mock and to cavil, wherefore 
each strove to excel his fellows in displaying in the clearest 
manner his self-conceit. One asked about the rule in cases 
of doubt between two and three <prostrations in prayer> 3; 

is a much better reading, since theShi'ites could not begin 
to expect the 1'eturn of the Twelfth Imam till after his Occul
tation. Of. Traveller's Narrative, vol. ii, p. 297 and foot-note. 
l' "th . 'I.,e. ere IS no mystery about your birth and parentage." 

. The Imam Mahdi, it must be remembered, is believed bv the 
Shi'ites never to have died, but to be hidden in one or ~other 
of the fabulous cities J abul\<a and J abulsa. See Traveller's 
Narrative, vol. ii, pp. 296-301. 

2 Amir AsIan Khan, the maternal uncle of the Crown-Prince 
according to Raji Mirza J ani. ' 

3 See my Traveller's Narrative, vol. ii, p. 285, and n. I thereon. 
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another called for the conjugation of the verbs ~ala and 
da~raja; and, in brief, one and all fell to asking the most 
senseless and impertinent questions 1. When His Holiness 
perceived this, and saw that from the first all were unani
mous in adopting a tone of mocking raillery, he ceased to 
concern himself about answering any of them, and, with 
dignified anger, left the assembly. 

All discerning and unprejudiced persons will perceive 
that such behaviour and such style of controversy are not 
those adopted by earnest enquirers after truth, and that all 
who seek to determine the truth or falsehood of any question 
ought wholly to lay aside all pr~judices and preconceived 
notions, and to observe the utmost fairness and courtesy in 
discussion. Their questions and answers should be entirely 
free from contentiousness and mockery; for, if so much as 
a suspicion of fanaticism or prejudice be observable in their 
actions or words, firstly the question will not be <pro
perly> determined; and secondly they cannot be called 
true and impartial enquirers, and consequently their con
clusions, whether they be in the affirmative or the negative, 
will not merit the slightest attention or consideration. It 
is clear, at all events, that those' enquirers' who composed 
this honourable assembly, and who pretended to be ex
pecting the advent of the promised Proof, made manifest 
the utter falsity of their pretensions at the very outset of 
the discussion. For, if they were really in expectation of 
this advent, they should have been ever on the watch to 
see from what region of the world a voice would arise; and 
when, after one thousand two hundred and sixty years, 
they heard that one had arisen boldly and unwaveringly 
proclaiming to all peoples that he was the promised Mani-

1 Haji Mirza Jani adds that the Crown-Prince, whom he dubs 
"a young wretch" (oJI;..I.,...), rolled a globe towards the Bab, 
bidding him explain the structure of the earth. 
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fe::;tation, such condition of expectancy demanded th~t they 
sho:lld gladly. and thankfully hasten to meet him, post-· 
pOl~lllg ~ll prIvate affairs, and earnestly hoping that his 
claIm mIght prove to be true. And, a meeting being 
s~cnred, they should have carefully observed the rules 
d~ctate~l by courtesy and respect; should, when engaged in 
dISCUSSIOn, have avoided all contentious disputation' and 
sho?ld. have laid aside all selfish interest and f~olish 
preJudICes, the better to understand the matter. But 
the~e persons acted in a manner exactly contrary to this, 
theIr w~ole behaviour being prompted by self-conceit, based 
on self-mterest, and opposed to equity and fairness. For 
o~ <first> h~aring the news of the Manifestation, not onl): 
~Id tl?ey dIsplay no inclination to enquire into and 
mves~Igate the matter, but, without search, discussion, or 
enql~lr!, they were instrumental in bringing about the 
captIvIty and confinement of His Holiness. And when 
after ,a long w~ile\ His Majesty the King appointed~ 
counCIl of enqUIry and investigation, they decided even 
before His Holiness had appeared or spoken, and e:e they 
had apprehended or understood one jot of his words and 
teachings, that, should he claim to be the Bab, they would 
pronounce sentence of death against him. This alone 
so clearly and conclusively demonstrates their malice and 
self-conceit that there is no need to seek for any external 
pro?f, . God, whose wisdom is absolute, thus exposed their 
preJu.dICe before the discussion began, that it might be a 
warnmg to all men of discernment, who should thus kno~ 

, that these were not enquirers after truth, but its malicious 
opponents. 

1I 

1 Haji Mirza J ani says "four years." 
2 Here follow about four pages of similar tirade, which, as 

N. H. 19 
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N ow since the martyrdom of His Holiness was not 
predestined or fore-ordained to take place in that year, and 
God willed not that the sentence of the doctors charged 
with this inquisition should prove effective, they agreed 
together to dishonour him by the infliction of stripes. 
The Crown-Prince's jm'd'ishes, however, refused to execute 
this disgraceful mandate I; wherefore, on the following day, 
the Sheykhu'l-Islam charged himself with this hateful task, 
summoned the Bab to his house, and instrncted a certain 
Seyyid to inflict on the soles of his feet >1'[ eighteen]* blows 
with a rod [, according to the nnmber of the" Letters of 
the Living," to explain the subtle mystery of which would 
here be out of place J. And His Holiness had <previously> 
foretold to his companions at Chihrf~ how these people, in 
their exceeding heedlessness and folly, would commit this 
vile deed, and suffer the punishment merited by their 
actions; wherefore, about this time, occurred the disgrace 
of the Sheykhn'l-Islam and the death of Mirza Ahmad. 
For when His Holiness was on his way from Chihri\c, 
Mirza Agmad, by whose house he passed, refused to afford 
him countenance or protection, fearing to injure his own 
position; besides which he deelined to be present at the 
conference, and acted in a proud and presumptuous manner. 

After this, they again sent His Holiness to Chihri1.c. 
Soon afterwards, His Majesty· Mul}alnmad Shah passed 

*[ several]* 

they contain little of value which has not been sufficiently said 
elsewhere, I omit. 

1 According to H:lji l\[ln;a JfLni, the Crown-Prince gave this 
order, but his farraslws declared that they would rather throw 
themselves down from the roof of the palace than carry it 
out. Thereupon the Sheykhn'l-Islam charged himself with its 
execution. 
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a,way to the mamlions of Paradise I ; and the late Haji Mirza 
A\casi [fell into disgrace, was reduced to beggary and 
fina~ly] took refuge in Shah 'Abdu'I-'A#m 2 [,where h~ had 
to hsten to the taunts and gibes of friend and foe and 
the recriminations of man and woman, thus obtaining 
the .re~ompense of his actions]. But when His Majesty 
N a~mu d-Din Shah had ascended the throne <Mirza Taki 
Khan> the Am{r-i-Kablr, notwithstanding' that he h~d 
witness;d the disgrace, abasement, and humiliation of Haji 
.YIfrza A\casi, failed to apprehend the true cause and reason 
thereof, and fell upon the Babis in like manner, till he too 
fell. Neither did the rrrne Avenger long delay His ven
geance .. <Ere a great while had elapsed, the Am{r> reaped 
the frUlts of what he had sown, and received the recom
pense of his actions; for never will good fall to the lot of 
the evil-doer, nor will he who sows barley gather wheat. 
He desired [acco~ding to his vain thought and fancy] 
to quench God's lIght; but God made manifest His light 
and proclaimed His Manifestation, while he was numbered 
amongst the losers., 

[To be brief, when the reduction of Zanjanhad been 
effected 3, after the custom of these Musulmans, by false 
oaths sworn' on the J>,:ur'an (as had been done in M:i,zan
daran and Niriz also) <Mirza Ta\ci Khan> the Am{r-i
Kabfr, exasperated at the loss of so many di~tinguished 
officers and such vast numbers of soldiers, one day ad-

1 "Went to hell" is HajJ: Mirza J ani's expression. ' He adds 
that, shortly before MuQ.ammad Shah's death, Prince Mahdf
l;(uH Mirza dreamt that he saw theBab shoot the King in full 
audience. 

2 The celebrated shrine and city of refuge situated about a 
league and a half to the south of Teheran. 

3 This il'l an evident anachronism, for the Bab was put to 
death during the progress of the Zanjan siege. Cf. p. 156 supra. 

19-2 
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dressed His· Majesty the King as follows :-" Although, 
agreeably to the tradition 'The just to God, an~ the 
'll1ljZlst to me,' it appea.rs an unsee~ly and un~lessed, If n~t 
an unlawful, act to kill this, SeYYld (so conspICuouS for hIS 
singular sobriety, holiness, godliness of character, ~atie~ce, 
dignity, learning, and meekness) who advances thIS cla~m, 
even though all the clergy were unanimous in pronouncmg 
sentence of death against him, yet what can I do? For it 
is as clear to Your Majesty as it is to myself that the 
cause of these insurrections, disorders, and bloody wars in 
Zanjan, Mazandaran, Niriz, and other places is this sec~, 
and that all of them are actuated in what they do by theIr 
unbounded devotion to this Seyyid, who advances so high 
a claim, and in whom such strange powers and faculties 
are witnessed. So long as he is alive, even though he be a 
prisoner, his followers and admirers,. wheth~r of the clergy 
or the laity, will never rest, but WIll contmually rear up 
the standards of insurrection; and Lfearthatthis may 
gradually culminate in a general revolution and the over
throw of the present dynasty. Wherefore, if you desire the 
tranquillity of your realms and the security o~ the State, 
there is nothing for it but that you should gIve me yo~r 
consent and permission to strike at the root of the evIl. 
You saw with what trouble to ourselves, what loss to the 
state, the country, and the people, and what sacrifice of 
officers and men, we succeeded at Zanjanin subduing a 
handful of peasants and artisans led by one of the clergy 
who had believed in the claim advanced by this person."l 

, [His Majesty the King, being accustomed to confide all 
affairs of state and all measures designed to secure the 
honour of the Crown and the tranquillity and order of the 

1 It need hardly be said that no trace of this extremely 
improbable speech occurs in Raji Mirza J ani. 
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realm to the absolute discretion of the minister,; in whose 
soundness of judgement, sagacity, wisdom, an'd loyalty 
he had implicit confidence, necessarily heard these repre
sentations in silence, acquiesced in the Amfr's views,· and 
gave him full authority to act in this matter in whatever 
way might seem toO him best.r 

So < Mirza Ta~i Khan> despatched a special messenger 
from the capital, and, according to one account, wrote to 
Prince J:Iamze Mirza instructing him to summon the Bab 
from Chihri~ to Tabriz, and [, after making plain his 
heresy to the people,] to put him to death [by warrant of 
the clergy]. So they brought that promised Proof to 
'11abriz. 

[According to the account of a certain man of position 
and probity who was the confidential attendant of Prince 
J:Iamze Mirza (which account he had from the Prince's own 
mouth, and which is further corroborated by the narrative 
of an honom;ed initiate 2 who was in the Prince' s service at 
'l'abriz and was actually present at the examination, and 
into whose hands the Prince entrusted the blessed writings 
and autograph letters of His Holiness, which writings' I, 
the reviser 01' this history, N abfl, a native of 'Ali1l 3

, have 

1 This passage, entirely omitted in L., I have f30mewhat 
abbreviated. 

2 In the original, d';"-- J)~ ~~, which expression,as I 
have little doubt, signifies that the narrator in question was a 
Babt 

3 As NabU is a fictitious substitute for J}/u(i,arnrnad (with 
which its numerical value, according to the abjad notation, is 
identical), so ' ... .fUn may very probably be a fictitious substitute 
for the name of some town or village numerically equivalent to 
it. The celebrated Nabil (ej p. 131 supra) was of Zarind (=261), 
but this does not give the same numerical value as 'Alin (= 161). 

The words of the text are :-U;l~ jill J;:i ~)I; ~ o~ 0:1". 
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seen in his possession), what took place :vas as follo.ws. 
"When the Bab was come to 'rabriz, oue mght, to satIsfy 
our curiosity as to his character and demeanour, we as-

bled in a room well-lighted with lamps, and summoned 
sem d h' 
him to attend. On his entry, I observed towar S 1m so 
much respect as to advance some distance down the room 

t et, him although the messenger from Teheran had o me , . . h t 
bronuht him thither in disrespectful fashion, to WIt WIt ou 
turb:n or coat, and clad only in his under-coat '. I seat~d 
him on the dais, which was the p,lace of I~onour, OpposIte 
to myself; while his amanuensis A~a SeY~Id F.lus~yn,. who 
was suffered to remain in attendance on Ium as Ins smgle 
confidential friend, sat between ns. I then uemalllleu of 
him, 'Sir, what doings are these which you have brou¥ht 
about in the world, causing all this trouble an~ the sheddmg 
of the blood of God's servanti'!?' 'What,' saId h~, 'have I 
done save that I am wrongfully a prisoner and III bonds? 
I an:. not responsible for the deeds of others: "~w veftrer 
slutll vem' tIle b1l1·den 0/ anotlll31· 2

." , '!'hen I saId: 'Ver~ 
11 ' but what do yon teach and what do you Illtend , 

we , . ' d' . 
After all these people claim connectIon WIth you, an ItIS 
for love ~f you that they have adopt~d this ~ttitude.' He 

1· d 'I have done nothiu(y and said no tIling save that I rep Ie , b • d 
have dedared, as I 0.0 still declare, that I am that pronnse 
dliverer for whom ye have waited one· thousand two 

e . I TT/' • , , V IT od 
hundred and sixty years, to WIt tIe .l)-lt Wl. ery t;0 , 

S·, wered I 'but your bare assertion is not sufficIent: 11', ans , d h' 
b what proof warrant, or sign can you make goo t IS 
y, d . , r d h ' to claim?' 'By the same proof an SIgn, rep Ie e, 

which the Prophet of God appealed, namely my verses and 

1 In the original, arkluili~, a garment shaped like the ~ab(i 
(coat) and worn beneath it. Of n. 2 011 p. 201 8upra, and 

p. 299 infra. 
2 J5:-nr'an, xvii, 16, &c. 
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writings, which are in the hands of all.' , Good;' said I, 
, repeat and make known to me some of those verses.' As, 
however, 1 was inwardly somewhat apprehensive that he 
might repeat verses appropriate to the topics under dis
cussion which he had previously composed and committed 
to memory, and that so the matter might remain doubtful, 
1 added a request that he would repeat verses bearing 
reference to the lamps and illumination of the room ... He 
was silent for a while ; then, aSRuming an attitude at once 
dignified and respectful, he pronounced the 'Bismi' ll6Jl,' 
opened the S1'tra, and, in a sweet and melodious voice, 
began to recite, and continued without pause or hesitation 
for about an hour, when he ceased. Now 1 had previously 
instrncted my secretary who was present to provide himself 
with blank paper, and rapidly to take down in writing all 
that he said. Of this task the secretary acquitted himself 
precisely as 1 had desired. <1 took from him the paper, 
and saw that· written thereon> were verses in the style of 
the Chapter of Light I containing allusions to light, lamps, 
sconces, globes, lanterns, and crystal,and embodying the 
views which hlil held concerning the Unity of God, saint
ship, and the' Manifestation' <set forth> in such wise that 
astonishment overcame me and 1 could find no ground for 
objection. But again 1 doubted, and another test occurred 
to me. I said to him, '1 desire you to repeat again what 
you have just now recited.' Again he was silent· for a 
while; then, pronouncing the <initiatory> 'Bismi' l!ak,' he 
proceeded with the repetition of the verses. Once more 1 
made a sign to the secretary to take down in writing what 
was uttered, until the Bab again paused and was silent. 
Then 1 asked for this copy, and, on comparing it with the 
first, perceived that the latter verses were not identical 

1 Sura-i-Nur, the twenty-fourth chapter of the J5:-ur'an .. 
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with the earlier ones ... I said, 'Sir, I asked you to repeat 
what you recited before, and this is not identical with tha~, 
but differs from it.' He <only> replied, "rhus was It 
revealed 1 .' 

[" Now since this plan and idea of mine l~ad mis-
carried, I <once more> began to doubt; so, not bemg clear 
as to how I ought to act, I said to the Bab, 'Go no,~ to 
your lodging, and rest.' Thereupon he got up, and agam I 
accompanied him as far as the door of the room. 

[" N ext morning I said to the delega~e <s:nt fr~m 
Teheran> 'I will in no wise meddle further m tIllS affalr; 
it is for' you to decide; act as you think best, an.d in 
accordance with the instructions which you have reCeIved, 
. and apply to the clergy in this matter.' So the delegate, 
with a great throng and crowd of people, dragged the Bab, 
with every circumstance of indignity, to the ~ouses of ~wo 
or three well-known members of the clergy. rhese r.evlled 
him· but to all who questioned him he declared, wlthout 
any ~ttempt at denial, that he was the l{fi'im. At length 
:iVIulla Muhammad Mamaghani, one of the Sheykhi party, 
and sund~y others, assembled together in the. porch .of 
a house belonging to one of their number, questIOned hlln 
fiercely and insultingly, and, when he had answered them, 
explicitly condemned him to death."] 2 

1 Subh-i-Ezel admitted that the verses were given differently 
on th~ se~ond recital; "for," said he, "they flowed forth e~er 
fresh, like the water from a fountain from which the same Jet 

cannot issue twice." 
2 The whole of this narrative, which appears to have been 

added to the original text by its reviser N abfl, is l::l,Cking in L. 
I am not sure whether the last three sentences really form part 
of Prince Hamze Mirza's account of this transaction, but have 
thought it best on the whole to include them in the inverted 

commas. 
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So they imprisoned him who was athirst for the drauO'ht o 
of martyrdom 1 for three days, along with A.1.ul Seyyid 
ljuseyn <of Yezd>, the amanuensis, and A~a Seyyid 
.aasan, which twain were brothers, wont to pal'ls their time 
for the most part in the Bab's presence. 

N ow before this event the Bab had, to complete the 
proof, sent to the clergy of Tabrfz, by means of A~a Seyyid 
Al}.mad of 'rabriz (known as "the Scribe" 2), Mirza Muham
mad 'Ali of Tabriz, and two other persons, sundry epistIel'l 
containing exhortations, admonitions, and declarations of 
his truth. When these epistles were presented, one of the 
clergy had wished to express his contempt and scorn for 
the blessed writing. 'l'hese forerunners of the field of 
courage advanced the foot of fortitude to prevent this and , , 
their dispute ending in strife, were incarcerated in the 
prison of His Highness Prince .aamze Mirza. 'rhere, as is 
currently reported, two of them would seem to have been 
poisoned, though according to another account the Prince 
released them without the cognizance of the clergy. But 
Mirza Mul}.ammad 'Ali remained in the prison till such 
time as His S~preme Holiness was brought thither, and 
there enjoyed the honour of meeting him. 

On the night before the day whereon was consummated 
the martyrdom of that Gem of created essences 3, he said to 

1 i.e. the Bab. This passage will be found' translat~da~ pp. 
319-321 of vol. ii of my Traveller's Narrative. ',., , 

2 In the footnote on p. 320 of my Tra'veller's Narrative 
I have suggested that this title of 'the scribe' is here wrongly 
applied to A~a Seyyid Al;mad of Tabriz, whom the author 
may have confounded with Mulla 'Abdn'l-Karim of Kazviu . , 
known amongst the Babfs as "l\Ilrza Al;mad-i-J(ltib". Raj{ 
Mirza Jani, however, agrees with the 'l'urilck-i-.Jadid, for he -speaks of oJ..,J} w~'>"";~ J)/-".,j toS):.J1 J.o.~1 ~ I. 

3 i.e. the B{tb. 
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his companions, "Tomorrow they will slay me shamefully 
[and with boundless indignity]. Let one of you now arise 
and kill me, that I may not have to endure this ignominy 
and shame from <my> enemies; for it is [far] pleasanter 
to me to die by the hands of friends than of foes." His 
companions, with expressions of grief and sorrow, sought to 
excuse themselves, with the exception of Mirza Mul~ammad 
'Ali, who at once made as though he would obey the 
command. His comrades, however, anxiously seized his 
hand, crying, "Such rash presumption ill accords with an 
attitude of devoted service! " "'rhis act of mine," replied 
he, "is not prompted by presumption, but by ullstinted 
obedience, and desire to fulfil <my Master's> behest. 

[' If the (Trace of the Belove(l (loollls his lovcrs 
To hello r were a craVCll if my eyes 
Should 'so much as turn towards the stream of Kawthar, 
Or the gardens and delights of Paradise.'] 

After givinrr effect to the command of His Holiness, I 
will assuredly pour forth my life also at his feet." *His 
Holiness tsmiled <approvingly>, and, applauding his faith
ful devotion and sincere belief, said, "'romorrow, when 
you are questioned, repudiate <me> and renonn~e <my 
doctrines> for thus is the command of God now laId upon , , . 
you, especially on A~a Seyyid I.Iuseyn, in whose keepmg 
are the gems of wisdom \ which he must convey to God's 
people, and to such as seek after the way of true guidance." 
The <Bab's> companions agreed <to this>, with the excep
tion of Mirza Muhammad 'Alf, who fell at the feet of His 
Holiness and beg~ll to entreat and implore, thus praying 

*[Ilow tlw disciples, esp~cially A~a Se.'lJy'id Jf.ttseJln and 
A~a Seyyid /fasan, wm'e bldden to deny t/Wlr faith] 
t[after <witnessing> this action of Mirza Mul~ammad 'AliJt 

1 i.e. the Bab's last words and instructions. 
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with utmost self-abasement :-" Debar not this thy faithfu'l 
servant from the blessing of thy presence, and graciously 
accord permission to me, who am but an insignificant mote 
or a handful of dust, to lay down my life <along with 
thee>." So earnestly did he urge his entreaties that His 
Holiness, though <at first> he strove to dissuade him, 
at length graciously acceded <to his request>. 

N ow when a little while had elapsed after the rising of 
the sun, they brought them, without cloak or coat, and 
clad only in their under-coats and night-caps I, to the 
Q-overnment House, where they were sentenced to be shot. 
A~a Seyyid I.Iuseyn the amanuensis, and his brother A~a 
Seyyid I:Iasan, recanted, as they had been bidden· to do, 
and were set at liberty; and A~a Seyyid I.Iuseyn bestowed 
the gems of wisdom treasured in his bosom· upon such 
as sought for and were worthy of them, and, agreeably 
to his instructions, communicated certain secrets of the 
faith to those for whom they were intended.· He <sl1b8e-· 
flnently> attained to the rank of martyrdom in the Catas
trophe of 'reheran 2. 

Bnt sinc~ Mirza Mul).ammad 'Alf, athirst for the draught 
of martyr(lom, (leelare(l <his faith> ill the most explicit 
manner, they dragged him along with that <Central> Point 
of the Universal Circle to the barracks situated by the 
citadeP, and, opposite to the cells on OIle side of the . 

1 Of. n.2 on p. 201 supra. The night-cap (sl~ab-lculrih), which 
is of such shape and size as to adapt itself closely to the head, 
is often worn by itself in the house, even during the day
time, the turban, which at other times is wound round it, being 
laid aside. 

:.! Here ends the portion of this account translated at pp. 319 
-321 of vol. ii of my Travellm"s Narrative. 

3 I visited the citadel (arg) of Tabriz on November 4th, 1887. 
I t is of great height, and formerly criminals condemned to death 
used sometimes to be thrown from the summit into the moat 
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barrack, suspended <him> from <one of> the stone gutters 
erected under the eaves of the cells. Though his relations 
and friends cried, "Our son is gone mad; his confession is 
but the outcome of his distemper and the raving of lunacy, 
and it is unlawful to inflict on him the death-penalty," he 
continued to exclaim, "I am in my right mind, [nay, 
rather I am a lover who has soared above reason], perfect 
in service and sacrifice." 'rhe bystanders bade him not to 
compass his own destruction, but to [repent and] recant, 
that he might escape, and not suffer this ignominious 
death; but he only answered, "'ro repent and recant is for 
you, liars and hypocrites in faith and doctrine that ye are, 
not for me, who attest my sincerity by courting death, and 
am enamoured of self-sacrifice and martyrdom in the 
service of the Beloved. 

[' I still adore him, be he harsh or kind; 
Unequal moods an equal welcome find. 
I cry, yet fear lest he may heed my cry, 
And, . pit ying, abate his cruelty.' I " 

N ow he had a sweet young child; and they, hoping to 
work upon his parental love, brought the boy to him, that 
<perhaps, at the sight of him,> he might renounce his 
faith. <But> he <only> said, 

" 'Begone, and bait your snareH for other quarry; 
The 'Anba',~2neRt is hard to reach and high.' "}l 

below. The building appears to have been originally a mosque, 
and the spacious rni(mlb is still visible in the wall facing the 
barrack-square. On the left of one entering this square is the 
staircase which leads to the summit of the citadel, while on the 
right are the barracks and store-rooms (anb(ir), which were pro
bably originally designed for a college. 

1 Three more lines are omitted. 
2 A mythical bird similar to the phcenix. 
3 C. omits this touching incident, which, however, is men

tioned by Gobineau (p. 269), though not by Raji Mirza Jani. 

MARTYRDOM OF THE HAB. 301 

So they shot him in the presence of his master 1, and laid 
his faithful and upright form in the dust, while his pure 
and victorious spirit, freed from the prison of earth and the 
cage of the body, soared to the branches of the' Lote-tfree 

beyond wMclt tllere is no passingS,' and there rested with 
the Beloved. *[Thus did he attain to peace after travail, 
and enjoy the fruits of his heroism. 

*[Says the reviser 3 :-Proof of the devotion and stead
fastness of this noble man (upon whom be the splendour of 
Gocl 4 and His approbation) is afforded by a letter in his 
own blessed writing which was in .the possession of his 
brother Mulla 'Abdu'llah, who still lives in Tabrfz .. 'rhis 

1 It is clear from this, as well as from Raji Mirza J ani's 
account, that the first volley of the firing-party was aimed 
at Mirza Muqammad 'Alf alone, and not, as Gobineau' (p. 270) 
and the Tmveller's .Narmtive (vol. i, pp. 55-56; vol. ii,' 
pp. 43-44) imply, at the Bab also. Three volleys were fired 
in all (as appears from Suleyman Khan's narrative on p.' 310 -
infm), but only two at the Bab. Hence the erroneous state
ment (opposed to Raji Mirza Jani's account) on pp. 306---.,.7 
infl'athat the Bab twice escaped the shower of bullets. 

:I I~ur'an, liii, 14. Raji l\Hrz{l. J ani adds that the Bab, as the 
body of his disciple fell bleeding at his feet, smiled, and said, 

"Thon shalt be with me i'n Paradise'~ (~ ~~lj'::';I) .. Of. . 

Tmveller'sNarrative, vol. ii, p. 322. 
3 The reviser who snpplies us with this interesting addition 

to the original history may not improbably be in· this case also 
Nabil. See pp. 1:31 and 29:3 snpra. 

ol This formula-' 'aleyhi beha'u'lltih'-was and is the common 
form of benediction amongst the Babis for absent or deceased 
believers. I am Hot certain, however, whether it is still used by 
the Ezel{s, who, though they declare that the. title BeM'u'llah. 
originally belonged to Mirza Yagya />ub~-i-Ezel' (see my Travel
lm)s Narmtive, p. 353), cannot but associate it now with his 
great rival Mirza J.Iuseyn 'All. 
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letter he wrote from the prison three days or two days 
before his martyrdom in reply to his brother, who had 
written to him counselling him to turn aside from his 
devotion and thraldom; and therein he makes his apology. 
And since the martyr was the younger <of the two breth
ren>, therefore he adopts a respectful tone in his letter. 
The text of this letter of reply is as follows :_1 

"He £s the Compassionate. 

[" ° my l{ibla 2 ! 
. [" 'fhanks be to God, I have no fault to find with my 

CIrcumstances, and 'to evm'y travail rest sllcceeds.' As to 
what you wrote, that this matter hath no end what matter , , 
then, hath an end? We, at least, have no discontent 
therein; being, indeed, unable sufficiently to express our 
gratitude for this blessing. At most we can but be slain 
for God's sake, and 0, what happiness were this! 'rhe 

. Lord's will must be accomplished on His servants, neither 
can prudence avert predestined fate. What God wills 
<comes to pass>: there £s no strength save in God. [" ° my l{ibla ! The end of <the life of> the world 
is death: 'every soul shall taste of deatlt 3

.' If the ap
pointed destiny which the Lord (mighty and glorious is 
He) hath decreed should overtake me, then God is the 
guardian of my family, and thou art. my trustee-; act in 
such wise as accords with God's good pleasure. Forgive 
any failure in the respect or duty owed to an elder brother 

1 Both the text and translation of this letter I published in 
the Octo1:er number of the J. R . .A. S. for 1889. The former will 
be found at p. 938, the latter at p. 992. 

2 Ilibla, the point towards which one turns to pray. I.C£bla
gah (I~ibla-place) is a formula often ui:lcd in letters in addressing 
elder relatives. 

3 I~ur'an, iii, 182; xxi, 36; xxix, 57. 
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of which I may have been guilty, seek pardon forme from 
all those of my household, and commend me to God. God 
is my portion, and how good is He as a guardian!" 

[If a~yone will rig~tly consider the contents and pur
port of thIS letter, he WIll not fail to appreciate the nobility 
of the writer's character, and the true sublimity of his 
devotion.]* . 

N ow after this, when they had suspended His Holiness 
<in like manner>, the Sha\ca\d regimeI).t received orders to 
fire, and discharged their pieces in a single volley.. Butof 
all the shots fired <IlOlle took effect, save> two bullets 
< '. whic~ respectively> struck the two ropes by which 
HIS Holmess was suspended on either side, and severed 
theI~l. The Bab ;'311 to the ground [and took refuge in the 
<adjacent> room]. As soon as the smoke and dust of the 
powder had somewhat cleared, the spectators <looked for, 
but> did not find, that Jesus of the age on the. cross . 

*[Suspension of the Blessed Appearance.]*2 

1 The barracks in the citadel at Tabrlz, like all similar build
i?gs in Per~ia, consist of a series of rooms or cells (l},ujra), exactly 
hke those m a caravansaray, opening by a single door on to the 
platform (sa~u) which fronts the building. From the description 
of the execution here given, it appears that the Baband his com
p~nion were suspended by double ropes (attached, probably, to 
eIther arm) from the parapet or rain-gutter running along the 
face of the building over these doors. When, therefore, the Bah 
was thus unexpectedly released by the breaking of the ropes he 
would naturally fall on the stone platform on which the ~ells 
open, and a few steps at most would enable him to reach one 
of them. 

2 By "the Blessed Appearance" (fal'at-i-Mubaralc) the Bah 
is meant. So Beha'u'llah is called 'fal'at-i-Ablui. 0(. n. 1 on 
p. 139, and n. 2 on p. 247, supra. . 
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<rrhereat> a great clamour brake forth amongst them. 
Some said, (/ He has disappeared!" Others," He has 
gone up to heaven!" Search being made, they <pre
sently> perceived him ill the cell [writing this verse on 
the wall with a fragment of charcoal :-

"I bid thee not be moth or salamander, 
But, an thon 'rt bent on burning, be a man!"] 

Such, however, was their heedles;:; presumption and 
folly that they did not so much as perceive *[that no sigll 
or marvel could be imagined transcending this]* that of all 
those bullets not one should touch the [blessed] body of 
His Holiness, but that they should <instead> strike those 
slender cords. t[God was pleased <tlms> to manifest 
His] t sovereign power to those foolish men. §[For if His 
'will and purpose ordain not martyrdom and affliction for 
His saints and for such as manifest His Spirit, to prove the 
hard-heartedness, sinfulness, obduracy, and rebelliousness 
of the wicked, or the patience and meekness of just and 
saintly men, and their resignation to whatsoever the Pen of 
Destiny may award; if <in short> the purpose of man
kind accord and agree Dot with <God's> sovereign will 
and supreme pleasure, though] § all the inhabitants of earth 
should set themselves to contend and oppose, their carefully
planned shots and well-aimed darts will everyone fall wide 
<of the mark>. t[For it is evident that those who fired 
the first volley at the Blessed Figure <of the Bab> pur-

*[what was the reason and wherefore it was]* 
t[His Holiness, by this display of might and control, 

desired to manifest his]t 
s[ <as though to say,> "If we submit and consent not, 

nor acquiesce in the Divine ruling, ye can of your own will 
effect naught;" for thoughJ8 

HEven so twelve thousand arrows were fired simul
taneously at <Ima,m ij,nseyn> the Chief of Martyrs, of 
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posed naught else than to effect his martyrdom,' but that 
time he did not endorse their purpose, and did not, as on 
the second occasion, will what they willed. <'rhis he did> 
for the shewing forth of his power, the accomplishing of 
his will, the perfecting of his grace, and the fulfilling of his 
proof, to confirm his servants and to corroborate the truth 
of His I word-' But ye sllall not will, unless God willetk,' 
and His word-' TllOn willest, and I will; but the1'e shall 
not come to pass save tkat whick I will2

.' But on the 
second occasion, when all these results were accomplished, 
in accordance with <the verse> 'We will cause him to 
obtain that to which Ile is inclined3

,' <Divine> Grace con
strained him to endorse and give effect to the choice of 

which not <even> one touched his blessed form, because 
on that occasion he was pleased to exert his <super
natural> power. But when he resigned himself <to the 
divinely-appointed fate>, ij,armala 4 took aim at his fore
head, and his shot missed not its mark; and this thingwas 
a proof of <Imam I;Iuseyn's> perfect service <to God>, not 

1 i.e. God's word (~ur'an, lxxvi, 30). . It is impossible to de
termine at what previous point the pronouns cease to refer to the 
Bub and begin to refer to God. But after all, since the Bah 
is regarded as a' Manifestation' of the Divine Essence, theques
tion would to a Babi he of trivial import. 

2 I cannot find in the ~ur'an such words as these. 
3 ~ur'an, iv. 115. 
4J.:Iarmala b. el-Kahin. In none of the histories or Shi'ite 

martyrologies which I have consulted do I find this man credited 
with a direct share in the death of J.:Iuseyn. He it was, however; 
who shot J.:Iuseyn's little nephew 'Ahdu'llah h. el-J.:Iasan (Tabari, 
series ii, vol. i, p. 387, II. 8-9), also called 'Ali Altlghar, the cir
cumstances of whose death are detailed in the Raw?atu's-Shuhada, 
and in Ockley's Histor.?I of tlw Saracens, vol. ii, p. 175. Raj! 
Mirza J ani makes a more correct allusion to the incident in a 
different connection. 

N. H. 20 
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<those who were in truth> his servants. The Will of God 
accepted what they willed and do will, and that happened 
which happened. But men, in their exceeding ~olly ~nd 
blind heedlessness, did not then apprehend tIns pomt, 
and]t were not warned, and did not recognize <the truth 
011 seeing> that a bullet struck and severed that slender 
rope, < nor marvel> how it could be, and what might be the 
reason, that, notwithstanding its proximity to all those 
bullets, that Blessed Figure was not struck by one. So, 
notwithstanding this <miraculous escape>, they again sus
pended His Holiness, and gave orders to fire another volley. 
The :NIusulman soldiers, however, made their excuses and 
refused. 'rherellpon a Christian regiment I was ordered to 
fire the volley, and <with this order> they were obliged to 
comply. According to the account written by the late 
Raj { Mirza Jani, on this second occasion also no hurt 
accrued to the Blessed Figure of His Holiness 2 

; but at the 

of his powerlessness· <to save himself,>. But those ~en, 
by reason of their exceeding folly, dId not. at tha~ tI~e 
recognize so signal a manifestation of power, Just as m thIS 
time also they] t 

I Of. Gohineau, p. 270, and the Traveller's Narrative, vol. i, 
pp. 55-57, and vol. ii, pp. 43-45. Raji Mirza J aui confirm:; 

this detail. . . ... 
2 This is incorrect, for Raji Mirza Jani says that the second 

volley proved fatal to the Bab. Ris words are as follows :-
-& 

~ .ti ...... ,xJ ~ 01J~ ;1 J ~ JJI J'"'"'! 1.1 0l. Jlta /bY': 01 l;1:' 

JJ;lsJ ~J) .:..'I jI ..I_! .::....1 .::.... 'i J J J Jol> c5" .? 1"""1 J~ ci.!" ~.;l;.. 

.xJ JW ~J~ t!JJ I).:"":' ~ J ~J"" Jt 0lil>JJ ..rr J"i JJ .;I)!...~ 

J,..., )l&1 0 .. I)JJ 0p'- • "',.;.,. JJ 1S);ol 

Cj. II. 1 on p. 301 supra. 

I 
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third volley three bullets *[ struck] * him, and that holy 
spirit, escaping from its gentle frame, t[ ascended to the 
Supreme Horizon.]t 

[~rhis event took place on Thursday the 27th of the 
month of Sha'ban, in the year one thousand two hundred 
and sixty-six of the hijra \ being the seventh year or the 
"Manifestation 1I"; and thus did these <pretended Musul
mans> seek to cleanse and purify themselves for entering 
upon the blessed month of Rama~an, and to secure the 
acceptance of their daily fastings and devotions and their 
nightly services by the murder of an heir of the Prophet, 
the darling of our Lady of Grace H ! Cursed be that people 
which slew the son of their Prophet's daughter in his <own 
special> month, and their promised and expected deliverer 
in his time, after they had long awaited him; and which 
made this deed a preparation for prayer for the month of 
God, and a means of approach and access <to God> l :May 

*[ were permitted to strike]* . 
t [ascended to the zenith of the Realms of Holiness, and 

to the station of ' two bow-shots or less 4. ']t 

I July 8th, A.D. 1850, which, however, appears to have fallen 
on a :Monday. In the Traveller's Narrative (vol. i, p. 57 j vol. ii, 
p. 44) the date iI~ given as Sha'ban 28tll, but ~ub~-i-Ezel's state
ment corroborates the New History. 

2 The Bab's "Manifestation" took place on Jemadi-ul-lna 
5th, A.H. 1260 (May 23rd, A.D. 1844), but the Babi era, as I have 
shewn at p. 425 of vol. ii of my Traveller's Nart'ative, is reckoned 
from the preceding Nawruz (Wednesday, March 20th, A.D. 1844). 

3 Se!Jyida-i-Batul, i.e. Fatima, the daughter of the Prophet 
and wife of 'Ali. Al-BaUd is the name given by Arabic-speaking 
Catholics to the Virgin Mary. 

4 These words, occurring in ~ur'an, liii, 9, describe lIul;1am
mad's near approach to God on the occasion of his night-journey 
to heaven (1ni'r{cj). 

20-2 
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their predecessors curse them even as they curse their 
predecessors 1 1] 

o wonderful! 'rhe Kings of Europe in. general, and 
[as runs in my mind] those of England in particular, <have 
this custom, that> when the worst imaginable crime has 
been proved against and brought home to a criminal in the 
most conclusive and inrlubitable manner, and when, in 
accordance with the laws of justice, he is ordered to be 
hanged, if the bolt 2 fail to do its work in the first instance, 
they not only pardon the convict, but entreat him respect
fully, saying, "Since God spared him and was not willing 

1 This, 1 think, is the proper rendering of the words lrJ.,1 ~ 
w -

tt'.,1 b;'1 Val ll' b;'1 , the meaning being that as they cur:;e those 
who slew the Imam I;Iuseyn in the early days of Islam, such as 
Shimr and Yazid, so may these in turn curse them for their 
greater obduracy and wickedness. 

2 Literally, "if the shot firHt fired at him misses". I have 
here attempted, by an equivoqne which could not be maintained 
in the next sentence, to bring the author's idea of the method of 
inflicting capital punishment employed in England into closer 
correspondence with the reality. He evidently supposes that it 
is cllstomary to suspend the condemned man and then shoot him, 
exactly as was done in the case of the Bab. The whole passage 
affords a curious example of the strangely distorted though par
tially true conceptions formed by the Persians .. of things Euro
pean. Many of those who read this passage will, however, call 
to mind the case of John Lee, convicted of the Babbicombe 
murder, which created so great a sensation at the time. Three 
times in succession was the condemned man placed on the drop, 
but in each case it remained fixed after the withdrawal of the 
bolt, nor could the stampings of the executioner effect its dis
placement. In consequence of this, and the awful suspense and 
mental agony which the unfortunate man must have suffered, a 
reprieve was granted, and the capital sentence was finally com
muted to penal servitude for life. 

t-

:f 
f 

i 
f 
t 
1 

.. 1 .. ··l 
- i -

SULEYMAN KHAN'S NARRATIVE. 309 

that he shonld be slain, how should we kill him 1" And 
supposing that the bullet should strike the rope wherewith 
he is bound and sever it, and he should fall <to the 
ground>, if he has suffered any hurt by his fall, they will 
at once procure a doctor, and set about the alleviation of 
it. And, even though he be not hurt, still they will [then 
and there] summon a medical man <specially appointed>· 
on the part of the State, who will administer to him a 
cordial, so that, should he have been afraid, no harm may 
come to him from excessive terror. Such are the generosity, 
wisdom, and j llstice of those who, in the opinion of the 
doctors of Islam, are infidels; while as for the justice of 
these devout and religious Musulmans, it is so self-evideilt 
as to need no comment. 

[' What need of explanation for a thing already plain 1'] 

[Haji Mirza Jani writes :-" Haji Suleyman Khan, con
cerning whom somewhat has <already> been said, related 

. <to me as follows> :-' Six months before this culminating 
catastrophe took place, His Supreme Holiness (the souls of 
all beside him be his sacrifice I) graciously favoured me with 
a letter. On: opening the letter, I saw inside it an envelope 
sealed and fastened down. In the letter he had written , 
"Thou art not permitted to open the enclosed writing 
until such time as some sorrow and affliction, than which 
thou canst conceive none more grievous, shall befall thee. 
At that time open the writing, and act in accordance with 
what is therein contained." Being so strongly enjoined not 
to open this document, I did not venture to do so, but kept 
it till the time when His Holiness made his second journey 
from Chihrf\t to 'rabrfz. On his arrival I enjoyed the 
honour of waiting upon him. No sooner ·had I entered his 
presence than he said, "Do thou go at once to thy house 
and there remain; thou art not permitted to come forth 
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from thence, nor to hold illtcrconn.;c with any onc. Come 
not to me either; and whatsoever thou may'st hear of 
hurts and injuries inflicted upon me, thou art not per
mitted to utter a word, much less to attempt a rescue." 
'fhus peremptorily did he send me to my house, ,,,here, 
agreeably to his orders, I remained, and whence I came not 
forth; though I continued in a circumspect manner to 
acquaint myself with his condition. At length one day I 
was told that that very day they would make His Holiness 
a target for their cruel bullets. In extremity of anguish I 
paced up and down my house} sometimes ascending to the 
roof and straining my eyes in all directiollR, till suddenly I 
heard the report of a volley of many muskets. 'fhis was 
repeated three times. 'fhen I knew that they had done 
that which they ought not to have done, and I was over
come with a grief and sorrow so great that lIone could 
possibly be conceived as surpassing it. At that moment 

. the contents ()f that blessed Epistle passed through my 
mind, and I said to myself, " No grief can be greater than 
this, and no affliction more grievous." I withdrew to a 
private chamber and opened the sealed letter, wherein I 
read as follows :-" Six months from the time of writing 
this, on such-and-such a day, I shall suffer martyrdom in 
'rabriz along with one named Mirza Muhammad 'Ali. Be 
it incumbent on thee <to observe an attitude of> patience 
and self-restraint, neither must thou contend with anyone. 
'rwo nights after my martyrdom thon must go, and, by 
some means or other, buy my body and the body of Mirza 
Mnl~a1l1ll1ad 'Ali from the sentinels for four hundred t1l,

mans, and keep them in thine house for six months. After
wards lay A\t.a Mul).ammad 'Alf with his face upon my 
face, place <the two bodies> in a strong chest, and send it 
with a letter to Jellab-i-Belui (great is his majesty!) 1. 

1 That Mirza I:Inseyn 'AI( BeluJ'u'lfa/t should be dignified only 
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There is nothing else for thee to do. 'rile clothes which 
I wore are thine." When I looked at the date, I saw that 
it was exactly six months past that very day, just as he 
had written.' "] 

To be brief, two nights later, when they cast the most 
sacred body [of His Holiness] and that of Mirza Mul).am
mad 'Alf into the moat, and set three sentries over them, 
Haj! Suleyman Khan* and three others, having provided 
themselves with arms, came to the sentries and said, "We 
will ungrudgingly give you any sum of money you ask, 
if you will not oppose our carrying away these bodies ; but 
if you <attempt to> hinder us, we will kill you." 'l'he 
sentinels, fearing for their lives, and greedy for gain, con
sented, and <as the price of'their complaisance> received 
a large sum of money. [But, as would appear, they ob
tained another dead body, and cast it down in the same 
place, so that others might not perceive <what they had 
done>.] 

So HajiSuleyman Khan bore those holy bodies to his 
house, shrouded them in white silk, placed them in a chest, 
and, after a while, transported them to 'feheran, where 
they remained in trust 1 till such time as instructions for 
their interment in a particular spot were issued by the 

*[ concerning whom somewhat has < already> been said]* 

with the inferior title of Jenab (Excellency) instead of the higher 
one of Ifa?rat (Highness or Holiness) accords as well with the 
supposition of the genuineness of this letter as the parenthesis 
following the name does ill; for, as we learn from Gobineau 
(p. 277), he was only known as Jenab-i-BelLa in the days of lfa?
rat-i-Ezel's undisputed supremacy. Concerning the Bab's last 
dispositions, cf. my Tra'veller's Narrative, vol. ii, pp. 41-2, and 
n. 1 at the foot of p. 46. 

1 See my Traveller's N m'rative, vol. ii, p. 46, n. 1. 
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Source of the Will of <God's> Eternal Beauty, [the Su
preme Manifestation in this last cycle, that Most Glorious 
Appearance 1 described in the language of the First Point 2 

in the books and epistles as « He whom God shall Mani
fest "] [Several persons charged with the transfer and 
burial < of the bodies>, on proceeding < to the place where 
they lay>, saw that absolutely no change had taken place 
in them, but that they were <still> perfectly sweet and 
fresh, as though they had fallen asleep. One or two <of 
those entrusted with their removal> were so overcome with 
fear and astonishment <at this sight> that for some time 
they suffered from an acute fever 3

• But, notwithstanding 
this, the malignants, <blinded> by their excessive preju
dice, proclaimed that the Bab's holy body had been cast 
out into the moat and devoured by the wild beasts.] 4 * * 

END OF THE NARRATIVE. 

1 fal'at-i .. Ablui, a title not uncommonly applied to Beha'u'lhth 
by his followers. 

2 Nu~!a-i- Ula, i.e. the Bab. 
3 The removal of the Bab's body was effected by Beha'u'llah 

against the will and without the knowledge of E3ubl;t-i-Ezel, who 
was unable to ascertain whither it had been transferred. An in
teresting Mul].ammadan parallel to the miracle here recorded will 
be found alluded to in a footnote on p. 240 of the second volume 
of Sir Richard Burton's Pilgrimage to el-Medina and Mecca. 

4 Here follow some twenty pages of controversial matter. Of 
these, as well as of another portion of the conclusion which I 
have not thought worth translating, an epitome is given in Ap
pendix A. 
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N ow when II had heard this narrative, my astonish
ment was increased beyond measure, and I was filled with 
wonder; and since the narrator was a man of unques
tionable integrity, honesty, wisdom, and intelligence, and 
had, moreover (as I learned from other sources), on first 
embracing this faith, bestowed all the great riches which he 
possessed on his fellow-believers, and was, so far as I could 
see, animated by no interested motive, I continued eagerly 
to court his society, and to strive WIth increased assiduity 
to arrive at the truth of this matter. At length, by his 
instrumentality, I was fortunate enough to obtain an intro
duction to a certain illustrious Seyyid, who excelled in all 
branches of learning and scholarship, was well versed alike 
in traditional and philosophic lore, and wasllniversally 
accounted a theologian of unrivalled merit. In this holy 
and beneficent being 2

, whose age was nigh upon eighty, 
I perceived a certain radiance, spirituality, and beauty of 
character whichl had never before encountered in Persia. 

1 Here Manakji again speaks in his own person, for, it must 
be remembered, the whole of the narrative proper is supposed to 
be related to him by his Babi friend. See p. 30 supra. ' . 

2 The original text runs as follows !-

[JJ! J~I j ~ ;- Jla.. J t..\:A wl..y.... ;J ,] Jl!f. -..:) J-i,;:' 0... , 

~ . * f'J.J! 0.l:.li I~I wi JlI ;J oJ f'J,...i 

The nse of the word jaw(f,d (generous, beneficent) suggests it as a 
possible hypothesis that allusion is here made to Alpl Seyyid 
Jawad of Kerbela, who, according to the statement made by 
:\Hrza Abu'l-Fa~l of Gulpayagan to Lieutenant Toumansky (see 
my Oatalogue and Description 0127 Bab~ NSS. in the J. R. A. S. 
for 1892, pp. 443-4), undertook the final recension of the New 
History. The description here given, at any rate, would be 
applicable to him. 
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For him, therefore, I conceived a most devoted admiration; 
and one day he favoured me with so lofty and lucid an 
exposition of the real nature of' this Manifestation that I 
cannot attempt in these imperfect pages to reproduce the 
transcendental theses which he then enunciated. In the 
course of conversation, too, I heard from him certain argu
ments and proofs which filled me with astonishment and 
admiration, and which appeared to me absolutely unanswer
able. 

r could not help wondering why this eminent scholar 
refrained fr~m discussing these "matters with the Shi'ite 
clergy, so that dissensions might be removed, and men 
might no longer be a prey to doubts. For a long while I 
thus marvelled, and several times I communicated my 
thoughts to others, but they replied, "You speak truly, 
always presupposing that they would lay aside prejudice 
and bigotry, seek to understand the matter, and strive 
to discriminate between the true and the false. Then it 
would be possible to discuss the question with them, to 
prove our contention, and to remove dissenf'ion from our 
midst; but the practice of these divines is, in their over
weening arrogance and presumption, to dub their opponents 
infidels and declare them worthy of death so soon as they 
find themselves unable to reply to their arguments, so that 
their own incapacity may not become apparent. . . . This 
is why we have hHd to suffer in silence these afflictions and 
persecutions for so long a time '." 

* * * * * * 
1 Here follows the account of a discussion which the author 

succeeded in provoking between one of his Bab{ friends on the 
one hand and a Shi'ite doctor on the other. This discussion, 
though not without interest, is so full of wearisome iterations that 
I have decided to omit it in this place, and to notice only its 
more important features in Apl'endix A. ' 
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After this I thus spake to my Babf friend, questioning 
him :-" I have examined the doctrines and practices of 
every sect, and have studied the tenets and ethics of all 
faiths and religions. In your words and deeds I have seen 
nothing but what is good, and in your sincerity, integrity, 
charity, and godliness I have detected no flaw, all being in 
accord with philosophy, humanity, and civilization. Yet at 
one thing I greatly marvel, namely at the attempt to 
assassinate His Majesty the King; for how could One who 
regards himself as embodying the universal Reason, and 
who is endowed with spiritual powers and divine faculties, 
countenance such a deed as this, which is repugnant to 
the dictates of wisdom? " 

"It is even so," replied the Bab!, "but I swear by 
the truth of Him in the grasp of whose control lie all the 
worlds that never was this evil deed sanctioned or com
manded by the Supreme Authority. But in every class are 
found both wise and foolish; and here also two or three 
ignorant and uninstructed men, impelled by the promptings 
of the Devil and their own selfish passions, and constrained 
by the distress which weighed them down and the peril 
which encompassed them, wrought this vile deed without 
the knowledge of a single one of their more reasonable 
co-religionists. And this deed was in the highest degree 
displeasing to our Master, and resulted in the repudiation . 
of those who were concerned in it, since they were ac
countable for the slaughter of many innocent persons. . . 
. . And after its occurrence a prayer for the safety of His 
Majesty the King was, for the admonition of men, promul
gated by the Source of Command, and its recital thrice 
each morning made obligatory on all; for we hold it in
cumbent on ourselves to repeat it after the appointed daily 
prayers. And this prayer is as follows :-

, He it is who is able to do that which He willeth. 
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'In His Name tIle Protecting, Wllicli, 1'S ahove all tIle 
Names. 

, 0 rlw1'cijul God, who Iwst power over all the nni'L'e'i'se, 
I cOl~jure Thee by TII,yself to protect the K1:71g: and after 
tlds I rtsk Thee not to 1'ega1'd Ids er1'01'S and tllOse of Ids 
jJ1'edecessol' in powel' \ but only the Ocean of Thy Bonnty, 
and the Fil'marlwnt of Tlt.Y G1'ace, and the Bun of Tlty 
fia-VOIl1'. 0 Lord, keep from Idm the hrtnds of e,/)/'l by 
thgt Halld whic1l Tlwlt Ilftst plctced ove1' tlw hands of men. 
Ve1'ily Thall ((;1't the Potent, tIle Exalted, the ](lIowin.rJ, the 
vVise'.' 

" Now the purport of this prayer clearly shews that the 
deed in question was done without the countenance or 
sanction of the Source of Command. Consi(ler what a 
height of generosity it is that, notwithstanding all the 
injuries and hurts inflicted upon this people, He 3 should 
command them to pray <for their persecutor>, and, in 
place of cursing, to be patient and thankfull And in all 
His epistles He says, 'If ye desire to please the Friend, 
and seek for God's approbation, strive to do good in what
ever way yon can, and, so far as may be possible to you, 
to shew charity and kindness to all men, even though the 
whole world set themselves to torment you and do you 

1 :Mu~ammad Shah, the father of N a~iru'd-Din Shah the 
present King. 

2 The text of this prayer is as follows ;-

)..cl..J1 J 00 ... )1 JI ~ .to .. )' I J& ~II 6.0,..,~ .\4 l. J& )..cio.11 Jib 

- -
.:;,,1~j"p , ~)I /;:.; )' .:.~ tLl f .:.l.bJ...Il .I;~ .:.4 tl..c~ w:..,1 ':'lS::'Y1 J& 

- -
~ ...;5' y) ~I lliUoIl U-!. J W,a; .Lo... J !.IJ,~ r-. jl J. tlWl j ~ u' 

.." .,.... .4 'IOIIiI w.I .... / * ('r~1 (',WI JlA!..11 ).I!,wl .;.;1 tJ;1 ~I ~J~I J,,; lfla,.. ",!.II ..y~ .,-JI uri 
:1 i.e. Behft'u'llah, the" Source of Command" (,)"1 ;J.A..). 
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wrong.' Wherefore, though all mankind stretch out hands 
of violence to hurt and to vex us, we, in obedience to God's 
command, and in the desire of doing that which is well
pleasing to the Beloved, stand steadfast in resignation and 
submission, without so much as opening our lips in com
plaint. . . ., And some foolish and unthinking men, seeing 
us in no wise downcast or fearful in affliction and trial, 
tluppose, and give currency to the supposition, that we be
lieve that if we die or are slain we shall after forty days come 
to life and return to earth, not understanding that we are 
so weaned from the world as to care nothing for the things 
thereof, but are rather intent on departure, and, unlike 
those who have made it their home, are eagerly desirous of 
quitting this old hostelry\ which is the abode of topers and 
libertines. Therefore, in accordance with the text, ' Desire 
death then, if ye be sincere 2

,' we ardently long to take flight 
from the cage of the body, to transfer our possessions from 
this transitory world, and to enter upon everlasting life." 

After this we conversed for some while longer on spiri
tual things, which conversation did but serve to strengthen 
my conviction; for I put to my friend sundry other ques
tions, to all of which I received full:tnd satisfactory replies, 
which lack of space prevents me from including in this 
volume. If, however, I should continue to enjoy health 
and leisure, they shall, please God,· be inserted in a second 
volume. :. , . 

Tb conclude. What has been set' forth in these pages 
was compiled from memoranda taken during the progress 
of the cOllversations to which I listened, some of the more 
essential portions being hastily written down, and the rest 
committed to memory, and all, so far as I remembered 

1 Of p. 46, n. 2, supra. 
2 Kur'an, ii, 88 j lxii, 6. 
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them, being recorded in an abridged and compendious form. 
Let not my readers find fault if my style lacks grace and 
elegance; for firstly, the language in which I write is not 
my mother-tongue\ nor have I enjoyed opportunities of 
perfecting myself therein, while my leisure has been but 
scanty, and I aimed but at fulfilling a need. And secondly 
my sole object was to record facts, not to make a display of 
eloquence or rhetoric. rrhe subject has been presented in 
a better and more attractive form in a treatise written in 
French (my own language), which may be consulted by 
those who are learned in that tongues. A further account 
of this sect, giving particulars of their principles and ob
servances, explanations of certain points of transcendental 
philosophy, and a detailed description of their virtues, their 
ethics and rules of conduct, and the sincerity and single-

1 This statement is quite true, so far as Manakji is concerned, 
for he was a Parsi of Bombay, and probably only learned to 
speak Persian after his arrival in Persia. At any rate, as Mirza 
Abu'l-Fa~l of Gulpayagan, his secretary and co-adjutor, informed 
Lieutenant Toumansky, he was unable to write the Arabic cha
racter with ease. Cj. my Catalogue and DesC1'iption of 27 BaM 
MSS. in the J. R. A. S. for 1892, p. 443; and also n. 2 on p. 17 
3ltpra. 

2 In the original :-

jf, J; 0l~ .,.Jl.b.. [4.l!.] ey ~1;~ JJ~ 0~ d$' .6.IL) .;,s:;i) 

*Xo 
I do not know whether allusion is here made to Gobineau's 
monnmental Religions et Philosophies dans l'Asie Centrale or to 
Kazem-Beg's article in the Journal Asiatiqlle for 1~66; or whether 
(as seems to me on the whole more probable) this" treatise in 
the French langnage" is a mere fiction of the author's, intended 
to give further colour to his pretended European nationality. 
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heartedness which I have myself observed in them, will, 
if God so please, and if I be spared, be given in a second 
volume. 

"In words more plain and nearer to the mark 
Than these veiled hints and utterance."! dark, 
Some permit fresh perchance may make me bold 
New mysteries hereafter to unfold." 

HERE ENDS THE NEW HISTORY. 



APPENDIX 1. 

NOTE ON THE UN TRANSLATED PASSAGES OF THE NEW HISTORY. 

ALTHOUGH I have throughout my translation condensed 
and curtailed the long and rather wearisome digressions 
into which, on every opportunity, the author loves to 
plunge, and wherein he displays in an exaggerated form 
that verbosity and iteration which are so often the bane of 
Persian writers, in only two places have I entirely sup
pressed passages of any considerable length, which, though 
not of sufficient interest to merit full translation, neverthe
less present some features deserving of notice. Both of 
these omitted digressions occur in the concluding portion 
of the book 'rhe first, indicated by the asterisks on p. 312 
sUjJ1'a, consists of a review of previous prophetic dispensa
tions' a comparison of them with the Babi dispensation 
(greatly to the advantage of the latter), an attempt to 
discredit miracles·and their evidential value, refutations of 
certain calumnies against the Babfs, and, of course, the 
inevitable diatribes against the ignorance, worldliness, and 
unfairness of the Shi'ite clergy. 'rhe second, indicated by 
the asterisks on p. 314 SltjJTa, contains an account of a 
religious discussion which Manakjf succeeded in provoking 
between one of his Babf friends and a Shi'ite divine. The 
character of these digressions, and the points of interest 
which they present, can, I think, be sufficiently indicated 
by a table of contents of that portion of the book which 
they occupy, enlarged, where necessary, by abstracts. 'rhe 
pagination refers to the British Museum MS. (Or. 2942), 
which affords the most convenient standard. 
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Abstract of first omitted digression (Or. 2942," 
ff. 147b-160&).. " 

Ff. 147b-148b. Review of previous prophetic dispen
sations-Noah-Hud-Moses-Jesus-Muhammad-' 'Alf 
-Indifference with which their preaching was' at first met
Lukewarmness of many of their followers-Apostasy of 
most of those who had professed Islam on the death of 
¥ul}.ammad. 

Ff. 149&-149b.· In strong contrast with this is' the 
rapid advance of the Bab's doctrine, its eager acceptance 
by a great number of men of all classes, especially the 
more cultivated, and the tenacity with which, in spite 
of thirty-five years of persecution [th,irty in my MS.], his 
followers still cling to it. 

Ff. 150&-151 a. 'rhe object of no prophet has been to 
compel men by miracles to believe-Vulgar beliefs of the 
Shi'ites as to the advent of the Imam Mahdi-'rhe ab
surdity alld impossibility of the signs and portents which 
they expect-'rheir conception of the manner of his advent 
-Inefficacy of any conceivable miracle to convince the 
Shi'ite clergy, or induce them to abandon the position and 
authority which they enjoy. 

Ff. 151 b-r-154 h. 'rhe mullas care nothing for the 
central truths of religion, but only for dead formulae, rites 
of purification, and legal subtleties-'rhey do not yet 
understand that it w!1s ina spiritu!1l ,sense that. Jesus 
restored the dead to hfe, else why dId most of Ills con
temporaries disbelieve in Him, and why did His own 
disciples die ?-Ability to converse with the dead, even if 
established, would prove nothing and merit little admira
tion, for in these days there are persons in Europe who 
hold conversation with walls, tables, chairs, dead persons, 
and animals. ['rhe author evidently alludes to spirit
rapping.]-The object of Jesus was rather to awaken the 
dormant spiritual potentialities of mankind, and to lead 
them towards perfection-It is in this sense also, and in this 
sense only, that the Mahdi restores the dead to life, but 
though the promised advent of the Mahdi has taken place, 

N.H. 21 
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and the Sun of Truth glows in the middle of the firmament, 
these blind formalists and tradition-mongers reject him. 

Ff. 1553-156b. The wickedness, worldliness, greed, 
and selfishness of the clergy are incurable-They Were at 
no pains even to investigate the claims advanced by the 
Bab, as proved by their behaviour at the conferences of 
Tabriz and Isfahan.-[Of the Tabriz conference no par
ticulars are added, but a short account of the Isfahan 
conference is given, the whole material portion of which is 
incorporated in the notes at the end of vol. ii. of my 
Traveller's Narrative, pp. 264-5. Mirza Abu'l-Fa~l <of 
Gulpayagan> is given as the authority for this narrative.] 

Ff. 1573-157b. Ignorance and presumption of the 
m7tllas-'rhe truth of these charges is proved by an 
experiment made by a Babi at Shiniz, who copied out one 
of the Bab's epistles and one of the less well-known 
homilies of the Imam Ri~a, using black ink for the former, 
and red ink for the latter, and submitted them to an 
eminent member of the clergy, demanding his verdict on 
them. He, having heard that the Babis used red ink for 
the transcription of their sacred books, wrote 011 the margin 
of the Imam Ri~a's homily, "'rhe words of this homily are 
nonsense, and it is replete with errors; the ideas expressed 
are heretical, atheistical, and blasphemouB; aIHl the author 
is an infidel and apostate deservillg of death." 'rhe Bab's 
epistle, 011 the other hand, he endorsed with a note ex
pressive of the most unqualified approval, declaring the 
author to be "without doubt an Imam, and the representa
tive of God." 

Ff. 15S3 -160tL
• Calumnies and absurd statements 

about the Babis credited by the mullas and such as follow 
them, e.g. that they sanction polyandry, allowing one 
woman to have nine husbands; that they have all things 
in common, regarding their wives and wealth as "God's 
wives" and" God's wealth" (4(/1 J~ j 4(/1 Jl.o); that 
they hold lawful things forbidden by Islam; and that they 
give enchanted dates or tea to such as visit them, on 
partaking of which these also become Babis-'rhe absurdity 
of the last belief is evident from this consideration alone, 
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that if the Babis could thus bewitch men, they would buy 
quantities of tea and dates, repeat over them the ap
propriate incantations, and then distribute or sell them to 
the public-As amatter of fact the Babis are very reticent 
about their views, and do not seek to convert anyone of 
whose worthiness and aptitude they have not first con
vinced themselves-Even their parents and children are 
often ignorant of their beliefs-Many who are fitted to 
receive the doctrine are kept back by the malicious calum
nies fabricated by the clergy. 

The translation is resumed at the top of f. 160b (p. 313 
supra). 

Abstract of second omitted digression (Or. 2942, 
if. 1613 --175tL

). 

Ff. 161 "-162b. One day fortune favours the author, 
and gives him an opportunity of listening to a discussion 
between a Babi and one of the Shi'ite clergy-While the 
author is conversing with two of his Babi friends, a mulla, 
who has business with him,eallsunexpectedly and is ad
mitted-'rhe mulla looks askance at one of the two other 
visitors, who is notorious as a zealous adherent of the new 
faith-The author, anxious to provoke a discussion, ad
dresses the m,ulla, and, after reviewing at some length the 
beliefs of the Jews, Zoroastrians, and Christians relative to 
the advent of their respective Messiahs, and the signs and 
portents by which they expect. the advent to be heralded, 
asks the mulla whether they did well to reject the subse- -
quent "Manifestation" because of the non-appearance of 
these signs. In the course of this address the author 
quotes two or three times from the apocryphal Desat{r 
(published, with English translation, at Bombay in 1818 by 
M ulla Firuz). 

Ff. 162b-1643
, The mulla replies that they did very 

il~ to be thus blinded by their traditions-'rhe author begs 
lum not to forget or subsequently deny this admission
The Bab!, no longer able to contain himself, joins in the 
colloquy, and demands why the Muhammadans do exactly 
the same as the peoples of yore whom they condemn, 

21-2 
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refusing to admit the truth of the new "Manifestation" 
merely because the impossible signs and wonders, by which, 
as they suppose, it will be ushered in, have not appeared
The mulla angrily asks what proofs there are that the Bab 
was the promised Mahdi-rnlese are discussed, the Babi 
maintaining that the signs foretold are of two classes, 
according as their literal fulfilment is possible or impossible; 
and that the former have appeared, while the latter must 
be understood allegorically. rfhus the world is filled with 
injustice and falsehood; nothing remains of the religion of 
Islam save a name and a form; and the clergy and laity 
are respectively engrossed with arbitration and litigation
Three prophecies deseribing the last days of Islam are 
quoted by Manakji from the Desattr (voL i, pp. ('\f, 

H1, f. (; vol. ii, pp. 195, 196, 202, verses 67, 73, and 31). 

Ff. 164B-165b
• The rrmlla, unable to deny these signs, 

falls back on the miraculous portents, such as the ap
pearance of a figure in the Sun to announce the advent 
of the Mahdi, and the appearance of Antichrist and his 
ass, which he describes-Manakji and the Babi deride 
these beliefs and demonstrate their absurdity, though the 
latter admits that they have an allegorical meaning, which, 
however, he refrains from expounding-rfhe rrlltlla demands 
whether God is not able to cause such signs to appear
'fhe Babi answers that God is Almighty, but that His 
Infinite Wisdom works according to eternal and unchanging 
laws; that He could, for instance, had He so pleased, have 
given to His prophets and messengers a supernatural form 
which would have ensured their acceptance by the peoples 
to whom they were sent, but that His purpose was not 
to compel men to receive truth or adopt virtue, but rather 
to separate the good from the wicked, and to draw to 
Himself such as possessed a natural fitness and aptitude. 
This object would not be furthered, but rather frustrated, 
by prodigies and portents which compelled belief and 
overawed opposition. 

Ff. 166B-168b . Definite and unambiguous prophecies 
fulfilled in the Bab's appearance. The following are 
quoted from the books of tradition :-

r ~ 

I 
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~ - '"r'~1 -' J~I JAI ~ J..,JI 4:!IJ ~~~ Ill: 
')IJ WI !i 
t ~. ~.J..!. .J..!.~ ~l.(...1 -'l u~ ~lA u~ u-o 

...oJ ~ u~ ~ IlL; ~ l-ooLrJl ~I~I ~I -' ;"'1 cI. _I!'.! 
'" '" 

-Uo:!.JJ1 ~Iu-o U~ Lo ~')lA.. I-..lt u-"'~ JO~ 
~.. '" 

o..,ltJ..,1 J~ '"r'-,,:!I~.,Q -' u~ ~y. .., U""",04 Jl.= ~ 
~ ~I ~"';J lS.)l"":'1 ~ .A1-"'''';J lS.)~ .., A.iLoJ U; 

~~ro ~lo.. u.,.;~ -' u,~ -' u~ ~.JJI J 

u! aJ.".J1 -' J.:!YI ~ .., ~Lo~ ~J~I t::-41 ~J 
::::".., 

-l"'" u~~..,1 .J.CJ"I ~W 

'fhe ilpan (~rom which, indeed,. ~early all these-ar~Ulnents 
are taken) IS referred to exphcItly-What is meant by 
t~e "sun rising in the west "-Accomplishment of other 
SIgns, such as ~ th~ appearan~e of a redness in the sky, the 
o~ltbreak ~ of ~ grIevous famme, the "bringing together of 
dIstant lands by means of the railroad and the telegraph
'rhe Ima~ Ja'far-i:~adil< foretold that the appearance of 
the promIsed DelIverer would be "in the year '60" 

(~,.:JI a....., , u!), and the Bab actually appeared in the 
year A. H. 1260-Another traditional saying of the same 
Imam runs as follows :-

~- 9 

.,.. .., ~ ~WI rol:! -' ~l. u;y u-o u~ ~ 
t!.:!, ~ ~ ul! .J..!.~ '"r'..,.aJJ u~ .J..!.~ '"r't.::= -'l 

- 4:'1 1~.r'L; 

F. 169B. Other similar traditions are quoted-The 
B~b . was not 24 years of age when he proclaimed his 
mISSlOn, and was onls: 31 [1.] or 32 re.] when he suffered 
~artyrdo~ at Tabrfz .Ill ... A.¥. 1266-T1i.e following tradition 
IS quoted from the B~ljaru l-Anvar : __ 



326 THE NEW HISTOB.Y. 

... ... 
J~~I J J~I U""~ \J-4 a..oJUJI ~I ok" 0 J ~-":! J 

'" '" .." \J-4 a..o ')I.,UI loOl J cU.- .J I.,.H; ~ ~ \J-4 a..o ~ I ~I J . 
~ '" \III .., 

JU4 ~ d..il ~.o \J-4 a..o')l..JlloOl J d!A;;.I1 J u-~I ~J:! 

-Wl~1 ~ 

As foretold in this tradition, the Bab did produce" verses 
like the ~ur'an," to wit the Bey tin, which" sums up all 
sacred books." 

Ff. 169b-175&. The mullti returns to the subject of 
miracles-The" cleaving of the moon "-Manakji explains 
the ideas as to the nature of the sky and heavenly bodies 
which prevail in Eltro1?e, scouts those entertained by the 
mullti on the same subject, and pours contempt on the so
called science of his class-'rhe mltllti asserts his scepticism 
as to the value of the telescope-Manakji defends European 
science and lauds its results, and condemns the supersti
tions prevalent in Persia as to eclipses and the. like
He pronounces a panegyric on the industry, enterprise, and 
learning of Europe, to which so many wonderful and bene
ficial discoveries and inventions are dne; and laments the 
decay of learning and enterprise in Persia, and the miser
able and enfeebled condition to which it is now reduced
He returns to his astronomieal explanations, and proves the 
absurdity of the orthodox Muslim conceptions of the 
heavenly bodies--He mentions certain signs foretold by 
Zoroaster and Christ as heralding the new dispensation, 
declares the literal accomplishment of these to be impossible, 
and suggests the theory that, unless such prognostications 
are to be understood' allegorically, they were merely in
tended to act as a deterrent to vain pretenders - He 
concludes by telling the mullti that, inasmuch as everyone 
of the prophets has described such miraculous portents as 
the concomitants of the next dispensation, and inasmuch as 
no such portents have ever appeared, he has logically but 
two courses open to him: either to revert to the oldest 
extant religion, that of the Hindoos; or to accept the 
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~~test, that of th~ Babis-:-The mullfi cries out that he has 
fo.reg.athere,d WIth two mfidels, who strive to make good 

t~eIr mfidehty ,by proofs and arguments ,,-rrhe Babi 
trlUmpha~tly pomts out to l\fanakji that his assertion as to 
the behaVIOur of the clergy when worsted in discussion' is 
proved, . .' , 

'fhe translation is resumed in the middle of f. 175B (p. 
315 supra), 

APPENDIX II. 

ON HAJi MiRZA JANf'S HISTORY, WITH ESPECIAL REFERENCE 

TO THE PASSAGES SUPPRESSED OR MODIFIED IN THE 

'r A afKH -I -J ADiD. 

THE general relations which subsist between the Ttir{lck-
, T d/d "N H' "d hra 'l , or ew Istory, an the older more faithful 
and much more instructive work composed' by Raji Miri~ 
J ani of Kashan, , and called, by him Nulftatu'l-Kiif, have 
been already pomted out m the Introduction, In this 
appendix I propose to give a full account of those portions 
of, his ~ork which the author or authors of the "New' 
HIstory have, for reasons generally not hard to divine 
deemed it ~xpedient to suppress, as well as of othe: 
passages, whICh appear to have been omitted accidentally. 
In so ~Olng, I shall follow the order of narration observed 
by HaJi Mirza J ani, not merely as a matter of convenience 
bu~ because it is chronologically more accurate than that 
~hICh the authors of the "New History" have seen fit to 
mtroduce; and, taking the different episodes in this order 
I shall include under each the additional particulars with 
which the older history supplies us. 

, I~ is, unf~rt~nately, impossible for me to discuss fully 
wIth,Ill the lumted spac~ of an appendix the doctrinal 
port~on (more tJ1an a thIrd of, the wh?le) of Haji Mirza 
J a~i s work, whICh, though of smgular mterest and value 
and calculltted to throw quite a new light on the early 
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theology of the Babis, affords umtcrinls too copious, and 
raises questions too complicated, to be thus perfunctorily 
disposed of. Nevertheless, with a view to supplying the 
reRder with an outline of the more salient features of the 
Babf doctrine, and rendering more apparent the very 
intimate relations subsisting between it and the Sheykhf 
school of theology, I shall here attempt to sketch in as 
concise and summary a manner as possible the theory of 
Divine Manifestations or 'l'heophanies laid down by Hajf 
Mirza Jani. 

"I was a Hidden Treasllre and I desired to be known, 
therpfore I created creation that I might be known," In 
these well-known and oft-quoted words does God declare 
His purpose in calling into existence this Phenomenal 
World. He was a "Hidden 'l'reasure," and He desired 
that others should participate in that 'l'reasure.: herein lies 
His Bonnty, and herein is contained the Mystery of Crea
tion. 'Wherefore it is said:-

~.,Lr..J I -' ~.,.Lr-OJ I ~ ,) "'~ y I -' ,) "'~ Y I ~ ,) "'~ I J;' 
"'" .... .... - -

* ~I ",A. ~I -' ~I ~~I J~I ~ ~ 

" The first Bounty u'as Being, mzd Being is the ](nowJl, 
and the Known is identical with Knowledge \ and Know
ledge is }Vill, and Will is Lm1e, " Love, therefore, is the 
cause of creation, and its fruit is knowledge; love im
pelled God to exercise His creative power, and His creatures 
fulfil the purpose of their being only in learning to love 
and adore Him. Now adoration of the Beloved cannot 
exist without knowledge of His Beauty (Jl~), and know
ledge of His Majesty (J')I.~); and of knowledge there are 
four kinds, to wit, (1) when the knower transcends and 
excels the known; (2) when the knower and the known are 
equal in station; (3) when the knower and the known are 
united; (4) when the known transcends and excels the 
knower. 'l'his last is called "the Shadow-plane" (~li.o .... 
~), because it is typified by the relation subgisting 

1 This is one of the doctrines especially insisted on by Mulla 
$adra. See my Travellers Narrative, vol. ii, p. 270. 
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between the shadow and the light which casts it, -and it 
is this relation 'which man bears to God. 

N ow although certain knowledge is essential to happi
ness, its attainment is of all things most difficult, even to 
the favoured companions of God's saints. 'rhus Kumeyl 
ibn Ziyad \ one of 'Ali's chosen discipleli, once demanded 
of his Master, behind whom he was seated on a dromedary, 
"What is 'l'ruth?" "What hast thou to do with the Truth?" 
answered 'Ali, "for verily it is one of God's mysteries, and 
a jewel out of His treasure-house." '£hen said Kumeyl, 
when 'Ali had spoken for some while after this fashion, 
"0 my Master, am I not worthy to share thy secret 1" 
"Yes," answered 'Alf, "but the matter is a great one." 
"0 my Master," said Kumeyl, "dost thou desire those 
who beg at the door of thy bounty to be turned away?" 
"N ay, verily," answered 'Alf, "I will answer the call of 
such as are troubled, and will sprinkle upon thee somewhat 
of the overflowing fulness of the StatIOn of the 'l'ruth; 
receive it from me according to thy capacity, and conceal 
it from such a,s are unworthy to share It. 0 Kumeyl, the 
'rruth is the re'l'elation of the splendours of Divine frIaJesty 
without a sign." "0 my Master," said Kumeyl, "I under
stand not thy meaning; explain it to me further." " The 
eij'acement of tlw conjectured, and tlie clea1'lng of the 
known," continued 'Ali. "Explain more fully," demanded 
Kumeyl. ", Tlw Tending of t1~e veil by the triumplt of tlw 
mystery," said 'Ali. "0 my beloved Master," rejoined 
Kumeyl, "tell me more." "The attraction of t1~e Di'tine 
Unl~i' through tIle nature of the apprehension ?! its One
ness, added 'Ali. "'rell me more clearly, repeated 
Kumeyl. 'l'hen said 'Alf, "A light slzining forth from the 

. hI01'ning of Bternity and irradiating the temples of the 
Unity." 

I have given this tradition in full because the Babis 
attach a special significance to it, regarding each of these 
five obscure utterances of 'Ali as typifying one of the first 
five years of the Bab's "Manifestation." The text of the 
tradition, taken from the Bab's "Seven Proofs" (Dal6:il-i
sab'a) will be found in the footnote on p. 352 of the second 

1 See Ibn JrarJM!~ (ed. Houtsma), vol. ii, pp. 242-4. 
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v?lnme of my T1'avellm.'s Nm'l'ative. Its application is 
gIven by M!rza J ani h~mself in des~ribiI~g the strange out
bnrst of. wIld pantheIs~ and antmomian ecstasy which 
characterIzed the gathermg at Badasht, and proved, as it 
would appear, a cause of offence to not a few of the 
bret~ren. '.' Tile revelCfti~~, of tile splendours of Divine 
frIaJesty wztllout a s~gn denotes the first year (A.H. 
1~60-1) of the ((Manifestation," wherein the Bab revealed 
hImself, and declared mysteries transcendental and in
effable. "Tile eilacement of tIle conjectured and the clear
ing of. the known" i~dicat~s the second ye~r, wherein the 
doctrme was proclaImed m a simpler and less transcen
dental manner, because of the weakness of mankind and 
wherei? ord.ers were issued by the Bab for the effac~ment 
or .0blIteratIOn o~ the Commentary on tIle S1lra-i- Yusuf 
wl~Ich he ~lad WrItten \, "Th~ rending oj the veil b.y the 
t1'l'llmph oj the lnystery desCrIbes the thll'd year, remark
able for the Badasht conference above alluded to and the 
soyereign clai!lls advanced by Ifa~rat-i-l{ltdJus (and 
eVIdently admItted by many of the Babis, including Raj! 
Mirza J ani) which are adverted to on p. 282 supra. " The 
Itttraction of tIle DivineUnit.ytn,rollgll,. the natw'e of tlte 
apprehension of its Oneness," which denotes the fourth year 
of the" Manifestation," is not, I think, explained by Mirza 
.Hni, but perhaps we may associate it with the appearance 
of the" Indian Believer" (pp. 242-4 Sltp'ra). As for the 
fi~th year, therein appeared Mirza Yal~ya to console the 
fnlthful for the loss of Jla~rat-i-Kuddus and Jenab-l
B(i~~t'l-l!(i~~ and to as~ume tl~e pOSItion of yicegerent to 
tl~e P~mt, by whom, III ~llusIOn to the promIse connected 
WIth tll1~ y~~;, he wa~ entItled $ltb~-i-Ezel, "the Morning 
of Etermty. . In thIS cycle of five years, also, there is a 
mystery, for 5 IS the numerical value of the word Bab, and 

also of the letter h (AI) which stands for Ifuwiyyat (..:...;.,.) , 

1 Cf. J. R. A. S. for April, 1892, pp. 267-8. 
2 Of. Traveller's Narrative, vol. ii, p. 352, and note 1 thereon. 

The fact that Mirza Yal;ya was a native of Nul' in lYHzandaran, 
and that NUl' means" Light," certainly did not escape the Bab's 
notice. 

1 
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t}~e Diyine Ipseity or Un~anifested Unity, to It knowledge 
of whICh man may attam only through such Bab or 
"Gate," as it is said, "Enter houses by their gates!." 

For, as has been said, man cannot know the Eternal 
Essence of God, but only the "Manifestation" of the 
Divine Will,. which, from ~ime to time, arises in the spiritual, 
as the sun m the materIal, firmament, to dispel the dark
ness of ignorance and separation. For knowledge implies 
the establishment of a relation between the knower and 
the t~ing known, a;nd for man to attempt to establish such 
relatIOn between Illmself and God, as the SUfis do is sheer 
pr.esUl~ption, rendering him guilty of the 'sin of shirk (at
trIbutmg a partner to God). Wherefore, whenever in the 
J:{ur'an or elsewhere mention is made of "the meeting with 

'" ~ 
God" (c:UJ1 ~W), and the like, what is meant is the meeting 
with one of the "Manifestations" or embodiments of the 
Divine Will (4;/0). rrhis Primal Will from time to time 
incarnating itself, now in Abraham, n~w in Moses now in 
Jesu.s, now in Mu~ammad, forms, as it were, a~ inter
medIary betweenma!l and q-od. It can be known by man, 
and It knows God: mdeed mone sense It is identical with 
God, wherefore it is said in a tradition, "Whosoever visiteth 
lfuseyn in his tomb is as one wllO hath visited God on His 
Tltrone." So likewise the Bab said, "0 'Ali! None hath 
known God'save I and thou; and none hath known me save 
God and tllou; and none hatlt known thee save God and L" 

N ow all these Theophanies, as I shall henceforth call 
them, are i~entical in essence,. and ~iffer only in cir
cumstance, Just ~s the sun whICh shmes to-day is the 
sa~e as that whICh shone yesterday, or that which will 
shme to-morrow. We, for the sake of convenience and 
having regard only to the accidents of time and place: may 
speak of Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and Mu~ammad as dif
ferent persons, but they are in fact not less identical than 
the sun which shines to-day and the sun which shone 
yesterd~y. .The~e lights of t~e firma;me~t of Prophethood 
and Samts~Ip, hke the .celestIaI lummarIes, have a rising 
and a settmg, a "Mamfestation" and an "Occultation." 

1 Of. Traveller's Narrative, vol. ii, pp. 227-8. 
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Violent transitions from light to darkness or from darkness 
to light are, however, contrary to God's plan, alike in the 
spiritual and the material worlds. Just as dawn forms a 
transition between day and night, and twilight between 
night and day; just as spring mlhers in summer, and 
autumn heralds winter, so in each Divine "Manifestation" 
two barz(tkhs or "intervals" Reparate the full blaze of the 
rrheophany from the comparative darkness of the period of 
Occultation. rr'he period in each cycle during which the 
Prophet and the Imams or Saint.s who succeed him are 
visible to mankind constitutes the theophanic day, ~llkur-i
K'llbra, or "Major Manifestation." rl'his day is separated 
from the night of t.he Gheybat-i-](ub1'a, or "Major Occul
tation" by the twilight of the Gheybat-i-f:)Yugllra or " Minor 
Occultation," during which the last Saint or Imam of the 
cycle, though invisible to his followers, still lives amongst 
them in concealment, and communicates with them by means 
of the "Gates" or "Babs" (Abwab) whom he appoints to act 
as intermediarieR between himself and his church. When 
the faithful have become accustomed to receiving the com-

. mands of the. Imam thus indirectly, and to being debarred 
from seeing him, the series of "Gates" is terminated, and 
the full night of the "Major Occultation" supervenes. As, 
however, the time for a new" Manifestation" approaches, 
one or more of the "Gates" reappears or "retuTns 1" to 
prepare mankind for the fuller light which is soon to 
bmst upon them. 'The period of these preeursors or lutT
bingers of the 'l'heophany is called ~uln(/r-i-$'ltghra, "the 
Minor Manifestation," corresponding to the "True Dawn" 
C$ub/J-t-$fidilj;), when, though the sun has not yet risen, its 
light is apparent in the sky. The" Minor lVJ anifestation " 
of the Christian cycle was John the Baptist; of the Mu
l).ammadall, 1Vara\m ibn N awfal and the other F,fanffs; of 
the Babf or Beyanic, Sheykh Al).mad of Al).sa and Seyyid 
Kazim of Resht. 

'N ow let us pass from the general to the particular. The 
"Major Manifestation" of the Islamic cycle, heralded, as 
above said, by the appearance of the lfanifs, was main
tained during 262 years by fourteen "Suns of Purity" (the 

1 Cf. Trat'eller' s Narrative, vol. ii, pp. 232-3. 
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Prophet, his daughter Fatima and the twelve Imams) 
~~lled "the fourteen Imm~cul~tes" (chahal'duh ma'sum): 
1he last of these, Mul~ammad ibn F,fasan el-'Askari, 
generally called the Imam Mahdf or Ktt'im was born ac
co~ding to ?aji Mirza Janf\ in A.H: 256: which, a; he 
po~nts out, IS numerically equivalent to the word Nur 
(LIght)ll. 'rh.e pe.riod of the "Minor Occultation" began 
when he was m hIS seventh year (i.e. in A.H. 262-3) and 
las~ed for seventy y~ars, during which time four "Gates" 3 

mamtamed commul1lcations between him and his followers 
who were thus provided with a means of solvina thei; 
doubts and difficulties. But when this series of "oGates" 
c:,tme to an end,. and the faithful were overtaken by the 
mght of the "~aJor Occultation," s(;hisms began to appear, 
and bJ:" the tIme that, after the lapse of more tha,n Hine 
centurIes, the dawn of the "Minor Manifestation" of this 
CYcl~ (that is, the teachi~g of Sheykh :\~mad and Seyyid 
h.a:pm) had begun to brIghten the spmtual horizon the 
seet of the Sh~'al Itlma-'ashariyya, or Church of the T~elve 
Imam~, ~as dlv~ded. as regards the essentials 01' principles 
of . relIgIOn (zt~ul) . lIlto three main parties besides the 
Sh:ykhfs, to WIt, the Bala-sa1'ls 4 or ordinary Shi'ites, the 
phI.loso:phers (/fukama), an1 the ~Ufis ?r ll~ystics (' Ura/a); 
whIle;, III matters __ o,~ prac~l~e, or applICatIOn of "prjnciples 
(/ztru ), the Akhbal IS, U$ults, Fukalta and Ishrakls made 
another four-fold division. ., . 

N." ow this multiplication of sects and schisms is one of 
. ~he SIgns that a new "Manifestation" is at hand, for it is 
J~lSt before the dawn that the night is darkest. Other 
sIgns,. too, were not wanting: eventhe year of the "Mani
festatlOn" had been foreshadowed in certain poems of the 

1 Cf. Traveller's Narrative, vol. ii, p. 297 and n. 1. 

2 0=50; -,=6; )=200. Total, 256. 
3 The names of these Abwab, and some account of one of 

them, ~useyn ibn Rli"tI, will be found at pp. 298 and 301-2 of 
the second volume of my Traveller's Narrative. 

4 So called because, in performing the "visitation" to the 
shrine~ of the Imams they stand "over the head" of the tomb 
(bala-yi-sar), and not like the Sheykhis at a respectful distance. 
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~Mis\ and was contained, for such as had eyes to see it, in 
the very words" Ya ~llh~ra' l-lfa~~" (" 0 Manifestation of 
the Truth")! 2 Moreover there are traditions to the effect 
that the I' Occultation" will not last longer than the 
period of Noah's prophetic mission, which has been fixed 
by some historians at 950 and by others at 1000 years, 
wherefore the new 'l'heophany could not be long deferred. 
Indeed since the "Minor Occultation" of the Twelfth 
Ima:rn began, according to many theologians, in A.H. 260, 
exactly a thousand years had elapsed when, in A.H. 1260, 
the Bab appeared a. 

So much for the general doctrine of Prophetic Cycles 
held by th~ Babis: It r.emains to advert to one develop
ment of thIs doctrme whICh plays a large part, not only in 
Haji Mirza Janf's history, but in all the earlier writings of 
the sect; I mean the views held by them concerning the 
'1 Resurrection" (.(iiyamat) or "Heturn" (Rij'at), which 
have caused them to be likened by some to the Sadducees 
and to be credited by others with a belief in the transmi~ 
gration of souls. Thus of the first valtid, or group of 19 
chapters, in the, Persian Beyan, 18 chapters are devoted to 
this doctrine of the "Heturn" or 'I Rij'(~t," and it is asserted 
that Mul~ammad, Fatima, the 'l\velve Imams, and the Four 
"Gates" "have returned to the Life of the World with 
such as believed in them, and such as did not believe'" 
while in the second vaMd it is taught that by the Hesur~ 
rection is meant the new" Manifestation," or arising of the 
Sun of 'l'ruth; by the "Questioning of the 'l'omb," the 
tidings of it brought by its" angels" or messengers to those 
who slumber as the dead in the tombs of ignorance and 
heedlessness; by the "Raising of the Dead" the awakening 
of those who lie thus dead in ignorance; by the sharp 
narrow "Bridge" over which only true believers can pass, 

1 Cf. n. 1 at the foot of p. 141 supra. ,., 
2 ~I)~ ~=(10+1+900+5+6+200+30+8+100) 

= 1260. The alifu'l-wa§l in J-JI is not counted because it is not 
pronounced, else its enumeration would raise the total to 1261. 

3 Cf. Tral'eller's Narrative, vol. ii, pp. 297-8, and n. 1 on 
the former. 
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the difficulty of accepting the new "Manifestation" 'and so 
passing over into the "Paradise" of belief; and so on. It 
IS further laid down definitely and explicitly that these 
terms have no real meaning apart from this' and that the 
ideas .w hich prevail concerning a corporeal ~esurrection, a 
materIal heaven and hell, and the like are mere figments 
of the imagination. ' 

Now all this, though it may entitle anyone whom it so 
pleases to compare the Babis to the Sadducees, does not 
by any means prove t~at the Bab taught, or that his fol
lowers held, the doctrme of Metempsychosis (tanasukh-i
arwfi~), a doctrine so vehemently repudiated even by those 
Mu~ammadan sects who appear to approach most closely 
to It. 'rhe essence of the man· is the Idea which he 
"manifests" or incarnates, just as the essence of the 
mirror is the image which it reflects. An unpolishedllate 
of steel reflects nothing: let the same plate be polishe and 
purified, and it will reflect star, moon, or sun. 'rhe 
prophet of a cycle is naught but a reflection of the" Primal 
Will" (~Iashl:yya,t-i-ulfi), the same sun with a new horizon' 
wherefore it is perfectly correct to say that Moses i~ 
identical with Jesus, or Jesus with Muhammad .. , More
over, as the same mirror may at different times reflect 
different objects, so the same 'individual may successively 
become the "return" of different prototypes. 'l'his point 
c?mes out very clearly i~ certain parts of Haji Mirza Jalli'S 
hIstory. It has beell SaId that the four" Gates" returned 
durillg the "Minor Manifestation" of this cycle: Sheykh 
Alpnad and SeJ:"yid Ka~im were the first and second, but 
who were thetlnrd and fourth? 'rhis was a question which 
I was unable to solve in the note on the meaning of the 
term Bab which I appended to the second volume of my 
!,'raveller'~ Na:rra,tive (pp .. 226-23;4, especially p. 233). 
lhe solutlOn IS made plam by HaJi Mirza. Jani. Mirza 
'Ali Mu~ammad himself was the third Bab or "Gate" and 
while he thus continued, Mulla Huseyn of Bushraweyh wa~ 
the Bfibu'l-Bfib or "Gate of th~ Gate." But when Mirza 
'Ali Mu~ammad, speaking more freely as his followers 
became more receptIve of divine mysteries, declared him
self to ?e the Nulp~a or "Point" (i.e. the Manifestation of 
the PrImal Will), Mulla l.Iuseyn ceased to be only the 
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"Gate of t.he Gate" and became the actual "Gate" or Bab; 
and, when he was killed, his brother, Mirza Mul~ammad 
Hasan, in turn received this title 1. But this is not all. 
Mirza 'Alf Mul.Lammad was first of all Bab or "Gate"; 
then ~ikr or "Reminder" 2; then .1Y.ll~ta or " Point." . For 
a while, however, Mulla Mul~ammad 'Ali of Barfurush, 
called by the Babis lJa~rat-i-.({ltddus, became the" Point," 
and Mirza 'Ali MU\lammad relapsed into being his Bab or 
"Gate," and, during this period, wrote nothing! rrhis 
extraordinary and novel doctrine is clearly set forth by 
Haji Mirza J ani as follows:-

"So the Religion of God is One, though the Theo
phanies differ: and the 'Point' is at all times one indi
vidual, while the other Theophanies are its 'Letters of the 
Living.' Sometimes it happens that the 'Point' becomes 
quiescent in effulgence, and that this effulgence becomes 
manifest in its 'Gate,' just as the Apostle of God did not 
in appearance wield the sword, but his wrath was made 
manifest in the form of 'AlL But after the death of God's 
Apostle, 'Ali became the' Point' and the Heaven of Will, 
and ijasan became the 'Gate' and the Earth of Devotion, 
while I:Iuseyn and Salman and the rest were the' Letters 
of the Living.' Now in this cycle the original 'Point' was 
lJa~rat-i-l!ltddus, and the 'Reminder' [~ikr, i.e. the Bab] 

1 The passage in Hrlji Mirza J ani's history which is here 
alluded to runs as follows :-

... ... ... 
":".:!4 ..,el.i.o .JJ.)~.;S ~foj ,-,l~.)1 6 .A:!-,.) ,,~ ).) -' 

w "",., \III 

.JJ.)~ ~- .)0 ... 0 ')1..0 .JJ,.,I '"':-'~ ~~ ~.),., 

... * ~) u-- ,",:-,lA~ u~I~1 ~ "'r' ..::1;.0 -' .JJ.)y. t~~ 
:! Cf. J. R. A, S. for April, 1892, p. 303, n, 1. Haji Mirza 

J ani constantly calls the Bab ~i1cr or ~i1cru'l[{ih. 
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was his 'Gate'; but inasmuch as it was the 'Cycle of 
Return' [dawra-i-rij'at] , and Saintship [~ilayat] took pre
cedence of Prophet-hood [nubuv,vatl 1 in manifestation, 
therefore the 'Reminder' first appeareJ, and for three years, 
according to the number of the letters in 'Al£, summoned 
men to God , . ." 

So likewise, in speaking of the Islamic cycle, Haj! 
Mirza Janf says that, so long as Mu~ammad was alive, 
'Alf declared himself to be only "a servant amongst his 
servants"; but that" so soon as the Prophetic Mirror (by 
which is meant the sovereign form of Mu~ammad) was 
shivered in pieces, in less time than the twinkling of an eye 
it [i.e. the Sun of Truth] arose in the Mirror of Saintship," 
so that 'Ali, thus become the "Mirror" or "Manifesta
tion" of the Primal Will, and the" Proof" of God upon 
earth, was able to say, "I am Adam, and Noah, and 
Abraltam, and JJfoses, and Jesus, and MulJammad." 

Hence it is that Haji Mirza Janf, in describing the 
events of this cycle, speaks of Teheran as "Damascus," 
the J.{ajar rulers as "the family of Abu Sofyan," Barfurush 
as "Kufa," . Mullaljuseyn as "the Chief of Martyrs" 
(Seyyidu'sh-sltultada) , and f1abarsf as "Kerbela"; "for," 
says he, "wherever the banner of the Truth is set up, 
summoning men to defend it, and the people of Truth are 
gathered together, and the word of Love and Emancipation 
(lena) is spoken, there is the land· of Kerbela." This 
"return," he adds, may be conceived of in many different 
ways, to explain which would require a long dissertation. 
He defines it negatively, as being "neither incarnation 
(lfulul), nor absorption (ittilfad), nor transmigration (tana
sllkh)," but it appears doubtful whether he himself exactly 
understood its nature, for he says :- . 

1 The Saint or vaU (typified in Khi~r or 'Ali) represents the 
esoteric, as the Prophet or naM (typified in Moses or Mul),ammad) 
represents the exoteric aspect of religion. In this cycle the inner 
preponderated over the outer, the spirit over the form: hence, 
says Mirza J ani, the Bab, who first appeared, was named 'AU 
Mul}ammad, while Qa?rat-£-I/uddUs (whom, as we have seen, 
he regards as the" Point," or representative of the Prophetic 
Function) was named Mub-ammad 'AU. 

N. H. 22 
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4b ,. ,. ~ j la..~ I A.i -' t-'L:.j A.i -' ~ I J..,J.- A.i 

~) J.AlI ~I ~ ')) ,J..!,~ ,. ~ 

"it is as it is, and none knoweth it save those who have 
returned. " 

Yet after we have well considered all these illustrations, 
these theories of "Mirrors," "Manifestations," and the like, 
there remains a residuum of facts which makes it very 
difficult to believe that the Babi doctrine of "returns" did 
not at times approach very closely indeed to what we 
understand by transmigration of souls, or metempsychosis. 
What for instance, can we make of the following illustration 
of Seyyid Ba~ir's spiritual insight and knowledge of hidden 
mysteries given by Hajf Mirza J ani ?-

",:",-,-4-0 u~ -' o,J..!, l~ ~~ ~U v:.)l~ ul jl ..AA.! 
.. .... :t I.. 

O~j;= t.-o:;-.oo I..SJ-I )~I jl -' o~~= u~1 (~) ":")I~ 
... 

6 ..>Jjy. OJ¥;S j~ jl:!;J ,.u..., ~ u~ ~ ~ 
... 

!J-,I ..>J-,I~ 6 .~~ ~ wW ~) ~ ~, 
w 4 ~I 

OJ!J u~ G-,I ~A.ilD. -' Oj~ "':"'~ jl ulAll .. = d.b.wl-"" 

j'))-,' ~ -' ,J..!,~ )-,j loO Jro ~I jl ~lD.. o,J.,AA 6 

~ ,J..!,~ J,)...c ~ J.,.s I..Sl~L:J uj')).j u~ j)lj 
."... w l~,... 

* Oj~ J,)...c .,:.,l.o')4 ul ~j~ ~j cU:i1 jl ~ 

"After that he [~~.e. Seyyid Ba~ir ] went to the land of ~af 
[~um or ~azvfnJ, where a number of -persons. were at
tracted by his influence, and he~rd from ~lm secret 
mysteries. rrllUs, amongst other thmgs, one mght a dog 
was howling and he said, ,rrhis dog is the "return" of 
such an on~ whom God has thus punished for his sins.' 
r!'hen he indicated the house which had been his, saying, 
, It is seventeen doors ofl" this lodging of ours; and he has 
several children: by such and such tokens ye may know 
that I speak truly.' rrhey subsequently made enquiries, 
and those tokens were verified." 
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If this be not transmigration, it is hard to say what is. 
Here, however, I must leave the matter for the present, 
and, without further discussing the doctrines of the Babis, 
return to the record of new facts connected with their 
history wherewith Haji Mirza J ani supplies us. 

1. Sheykh A~mad and Seyyid Ka~im. 

(OJ pp. 31-33 supra; Trav. Narr., vol. ii, pp. 234-244; 
and B. ii, pp. 888-892.) 

Sheykh AJ.tmad Zeynu'd-Din AJ.tsa'i (or, as Hajf Mirza 
Jam in common with, Subh-i-Ezel and other authorities, 
has it, Lahsa'i), whose apJ?,earance marked the beginning of 
the" Minor Manifestation' of the Beyanic cycle, was chosen 
out from amongst the Shi'ites by God to prepare men's 
hearts for the reception of the new Truth shortly to be 
divulged, and to expound the mysteries of the Doctrine of 
the Divine Unity (tawMd). rrherefore was it that he came 
from his oWn country to Persia, visiting its chief towns, 
and expounding the doctrines which he was commissioned 
from on high to teach; therefore also was it that he used 
repeatedly to say, "Thus and thus have I heard from the 

~ ~ 

Proof" (I~ ,I~ ~I ~ ~~) .. He composed 
numerous works on philosophy and other SCIences, amongst 
them the Shar~l-i-ZiyalJ'at-i-jami'; but although he knew 
that he was the "Gate" to the Imam Mahdi, whose re
turn was now at hand, he did Il.ot openly declare-this, 
the time being not yet ripe, and men still unprepared. 
He gathered round himself many disciples, encountered 
fierce opposition from the unregenerate, and, when about 
to die, nominated Hajf Seyyid Ka~im of Resht as his 
successor and vicegerent. 

Seyyid Ka~im, the" Second Gate," carried on the work 
begun by his predecessor, disputed with the orthodox clergy 
at Baghdad, answered the questions addressed to him .by 
enquirers of all classes, a~d compos~d num~rous. wo~ks, In
cluding the Shar~-i-¥afj'tda (whereIn, by l~phca~lO~, he 
made known the doctrine of the" Gatehood or Bab'tyyat) 

22-2 
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and the I/'lIjjat-i-Baligha or "Conclusive Proof," wherein 
he treated of the signs whereby the representative or vice
gerent of the Imam might be recognized-signs, adds Mirza 
Jani, which found their realization only in "the Sun which 
rose in the Land of the Fars," i.e. Mirza 'Ali Muhammad. 
He also hinted at the youth of his successor in some of his 
poems, as in the following verse :-

* u~1 ~J l:! ~I ~ l:! 
* ~I "-:"~ u-o ~I ~J'; l:! 

"0 tender -in years, 0 fresh of body, 0 sca,rcely weaned 
from the drinking of m-ilkl." He even designated Mirza 
'Ali Mu1).ammad more specifically as the expected" Proof." 
"One of his disciples," says Mirza J ani, "a man deserving 
of all reliance, related as follows. 'One day we were in 
the company of the late Seyyid when some one asked 
about the manner of the Manifestation which was to 
succeed him. "After my death," replied he, "there will be 

1 My transcript has "-r""'I.~ in the second mi§ra', but J and t 
are so constantly interchanged andconfounded throughout the text 
that I have not hesitated to make an emendation which appears 
to be necessary. This somewhat exaggerated description of 
extreme youthfulness is common in Persian: e.g. Firdawsi says, 
in speaking of Sohrab's tender age :-

* ~.J.:!'i ~ '.$Y- VA') jl j"':-A 

" The smell of mille (i.e. his mother's milk2 still comes 
from his mouth." 

So also I.Iafi~ :-
• * ~ ~J'= '"'r""-'J..<, ~ ~j ~ ~jU '.$1 

* ":"""'J,)Lo ~ jl ~'j.- lAl U.,.. ~ 
"0 sweet boy, what creed hast thou adopted that our blood 

appears more lawful to thee than thy mother's mille?" 
The first mi~ra' of the verse here attributed to Seyyid Ka~dm 

occurs near the beginning of the second book of the M asnavi (ed. 
'Ala'u'd-Dawla, p. 106, 1. 13). 
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a schism amongst my followers, but God's affair will be 
clear as this rising sun." As he spoke he pointed to the 
door, through which streamed a flood of sunlight; and, at 
that very moment, Mirza 'Alf Mu1).ammad crossed the 
threshold and entered the room. We did not, however,' 
continued the narrator, 'apprehend his meaning until His 
Holiness was manifested'." 

Another of Seyyid Ka~im's disciples related as follows:
,; One day I entered the Seyyid's private apartment, and 
saw His Holiness the Pole of the Universe, generally known 
as 'the Most Great Gate of God' r Babu' llahu' l-a'~am], 
seated in the place of honour, while the Seyyid was over
shadowed by the shadow of His Holiness, who was saying 
to him, 'Have you communicated the matter to mankind?' 
'Yes,' answered he, humbly and deferentially, 'I have com
municated what you commanded, and composed treatises 
thereon.' He was further describing what he had done 
when I entered, whereupon he at once changed his manner. 
But I marvelled greatly at this reverence which he shewed 
to his Holiness, whom I had repeatedly seen enter his 
presence without receiving any special mark of attention." . 

So likewise Mullci Y{lsllf 'Alf, who subsequently "burned 
himself like a moth in the flame of Love in the Land of B." 
(i.e. Barfurush), addressed a letter to his master Seyyid 
Ka~im requesting him to specify some of the signs whereby 
the" Gate 6f the Imam" might be known .. Seyyid Ka~im 
in response to this request wrote a long list of these. signs, 
and sealed it with his seal. rrhis document remained in 
Mulla Yusuf 'All's possession for three years, till the 
"Manifestation"of Mirza'AHMuhammad ; whom, be:" 
cause in him these prognostications 'were fulfilled, Mull:1. 
Yusuf 'Ali accepted as the promised Proof .. In Medina 
also Seyyid Ka~iIll promised one lwho questioned him on 
the matter that he should meet the" Gate of the Imam, 
mentioning his name and the tokens whereby he might be 
known, and adding, "Convey my salutations to him." 

1 Probably Suleyman Khan. Of the bottom of p. 31 and 
top of p. 32 supra, where allusion seems to be made to the same 
tradition. Raji Mirza J ani says that he had this from the person 
to whom this promise was given. 
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Seyyid Ka~im, like Sheykh Aq.mad, met with much 
hostility and opposition from the "BaIasari" Shi'ites. 
Once his turban was plucked from his head while he was at 
his prayers. On another occasion, as he was walking in 
the street, a fanatic spat in his face; an insult which he 
only noticed by wiping his face with his hand and saying 

with a smile ~I -.;~ ~;S, "Illave attained to tlw Lord 
of the Ka'ba"; for there is a tradition to the effect that no 
one attains to the highest degree of faith ere he is spat on 
and cursed as a heretic by seventy persons. His followers 
too, were continually exposed to insults and annoyances of 
one sort and another. Thus Mulla 'Abdu'l-Khalik of 
Yezd \ notwithstanding his undisputed learning and p'iety 
was forbidden to preach in Mesh-hed, was regarded by th~ 
fanatical "~alasaris" as ~~clean, and was forbidden to go 
to the publIc baths or VISIt the tomb of the Imam Riza. 
Haji Mirza Jani adds that he saw one fanatic in Mesh-lied 
who refused to perform the "visitation" of the shrine be
cause he considered that it had been contaminated by the 
appr?ach of Mulla 'Abdu'l-Khali~; while an acquaintance 
of hIS was treated as unclean by another equally UnreaSOIl
a?le "Balasari" because he had listened with pleasure to a 
dIscourse on the woes of the Holy Family delivered by the 
aforesaid M ulla. 

'fo what extent Mirza 'Alf Muhammad studied under 
Seyyid Ka~im is, says Mirza Jan!, a' debateable point. He 
remained for about a year in the neighbourhood of Kerbela 
and Nejef, of which three months were passed at the 
former place; and during this time he used occasionally to 
frequent the lectures of Seyyid Ka~im. That this was 
not for purposes of study Mirza J ani is careful to explain, 

1 Concerning Mulla 'Abdu'l-KMlilj:: we learn the following 
particulars from Mirza JanL His father was a Jew who was 
converted to Islam. He himself followed the Sheykhl school 
till, on the appearance of the Bab, he became a Babt His son 
Sheykh 'Alf, a youth twenty years of age, was killed amongst 
the Babis (apparently at Sheykh 'rabarsi), whereupon Mulla 
'Abdu'l-Khali¥: seems to have grown lukewarm in the faith, if 
he did not actually forsake it. 
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for Seyyid Ka~im, says he, was "helped" by his mere 
presence; "and this," he adds, "is a thing whereof men 
wot not." 

The.substan~e of W~la~ is related in the New History 
concermng S~yyl(~ Ka~lm ~ death, and the prophecies there 
uttered by hun, IS also gIven by Mirza Jani, but he omits 
the narrative from the C.-codex which occupies the greater 
p.art of pp. 31-2 supra, and adds a few unimportant par
tICulars. The retirement of his disciples for forty days' 
prayer and fasting to the mosque of KUfa (p. 33 supra) is 
also mentioned, but while on the one hand Mirza Jani 
records the substance, if not the form, of their prayer for 
help and guidance, he suppresses their names, probably 
because he did not wish to mention needlessly the names 
of persons most of whom were still living when he wrote. 

2. The Bub's youth, a1}d. tlw earlier period of lzis 
mzsszon. 

(Cf. Trav. Narr., vol. ii, pp. 249-251 ; and supra, 
pp. 33-39.) . 

Concerning the Bab's career previously to his" Mani
festation" Haji Mirza J ani gives some particulars which 
are wanting in the other histories. Allusion is made to 
the miraculpus faculties which he possessed even asa child 
and the story of his having exclaimed at his birth "El 
mulk li'll61l" (" 'rhe Kingdom is God's "), given at p. 262 
supra, is noticed. Mirza J ani further relates that one day 
when he was at the bath with his father he exclaimed 
suddenly, "Arise, and let us depart, for the earth is going 
to move, and such-and-such a bazaar will be destroyed," 
which thing actually came to pass. Of his childhood no 
further particulars are given, but it is stated that he was 
"umm{" (illiterate) and had no right knowledge of Arabic 
grammar (cf. pp. 262-4 supra). He left Shiraz for 
B(lshire at the age of 17, and rema.ined there for 5 years 
engaged in commercial pursuits. During this time he won 
the esteem of all the merchants with whom he was brought 
in contact by his integrity and piety. He was extremely 
attentive to his religious duties, and gave away large sums 
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in charity. On one occasion he gave 70 tumans (about 
£22) to a poor neighbour. On another occasion a customer 

. Came to negotiate for the purchase of a quantity of indigo 
which had been consigned to him. He happened at the 
time to be engaged in his devotions, and so told the intend
ing purchaser to wait for a while till he should be free to 
attend to him. 'fhe customer at first consented; but 
afterwards, being tired of waiting, departed without buying 
the indigo. 'fhe price of indigo fell within the next few 
days, and Mirza 'Ali Mul:tammad had to sell his stock at a 
loss of 70 tumans, all of which he bore himself. 'fhe 
stories of his having practised austerities and put himself 
under the guidance of a spiritual director (murshid) are 
flatly contradicted by Mirza J ani, who characterizes them 
as .• absolute calumnies and sheer falsehoods." 

When Mirza 'Ali Mul}ammad had been engaged in com
merce for 5 years (according to the number of the letter 
hIi and the word Bab l

), and had sufficiently demonstrated 
his capacity for the conduct of practical affairs, that men 
might not afterwards be able to say that he was a mere 
dreamer, he left Bushire to visit the Holy Shrines of N ejef 
and Kerbela, remaining for about a year at the former, and 
for about three months at the latter. It was during this 
time that, as has been already mentioned, he foregathered 
with Seyyid Ka~im of Resht. Having completed these 
"visitations," he returned to Shiraz. 

On the death of Seyyid Ka~im and the dispersion of his 
disciples, Mulla I:£useyn of Bushraweyh came to Shfraz. 
The account of his conversion given by Mirza J ani agrees 
substantially, and often word for word, with that given in 
the New History (pp. 33--39 suprar. As Mulla I:£useyn is .. ... 

universally called" the First who believed" (~I ~ J.,I), 
there seems to be no doubt that it was in Shfraz that the 
Bab first declared himself; indeed Mirza J ani expressly 

1 See p. 330 supra. 
2 It is worth noting, however, that Haji Mirza J ani does not 

give the isnad, or channel by which Mulla J:Iuseyn's account of 
his conversion reached him, as the New History does (p. 34 
supra). 

!--
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states that "he concealed the mystery of his missio~ from 
mankind till such time as Seyyid Kazim passed away to 
God's mercy, and Mulla Mul:tammad I:£useyn of Bushraweyh 
came to the Land of Fa" (i.e. Shiraz, the capital of Fars). 
'fhe only thing added by Mirza J ani in this place is that 
the Bab cured Mulla I:£useyn of the palpitation of the 
heart from which he suffered with a spoonful of sherbet. 

3. History of tIle Bab from tIle time of !tis pilgrimage 
to Mecca till the death of ffIinuchiltr Khfm. 

(Of pp. 198-213 Sltpra; and Trav. N arr., vol. ii, 
pp. 249-253, and 262-8.) 

Having made several important converts in Shiraz, and 
despatched missionaries provided with copies of the new 
sacred books, on the verses or "signs" (a.yut) of which he 
based his claim, to the King and clergy of Persia, as well 
as "to all parts of the Muhammadan world," the Bab set 
out for Mecca. It appears from Mirza Jani's explicit state
ment that his original intention was, as asserted by the 
Muhammadan historians, to "make known his affair at the 
back of Kllfa," that is to say, to declare himself as the 
long-expected Imam Mahd:f. As, however, the Muslim 
world shewed, no great readiness to respond to such a call, 
while many of the missionaries sent out to proclaim the 
" Manifestation" met with disrespectful and even cruel 
treatment, he changed his plan, and declared himself 
instead at Mecca, where his claim soon hecame generally 
known. Mirza J ani here gives the narrative of one who 
saw him there, cited from his work in the New Ifistory 
(pp. 199-200 supra). The narrator is described by Mirza 
J ani in the text as "It fellow-townsman," but a marginal 
note added in another hand gives his name, and a brief 
sketch of his career (see n. 1 at the foot of p. 199 supra). 

The account of the Bab's history after his return from 
Mecca to Shiraz given by Mirza J ani runs very closely 
parallel to the version of the New lIistory, and I shall 
therefore only notice the divergences. The arrest of the 
Bab on the road between Bushire and Shfraz, his confine-
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ment t.o his hous~, the n.~tn.ck on his house on Rn.maulll 
21st, and t~e pUlllshment Illfiicted by the governor Huseyn 
Khan on. hIS uncle Seyyid 'Ali (known as Haz1'at-i-Habzb 
"th~ FrIe~d") and his missionaries Muila' Muha'mmad 
~adI1;r of ~hurasan .and Mulla ·'Ali Akbar of Ardistan are 
the same III b.oth hIstories, except that Mirza J ani has not 
got the ~arratIVe of the L.-tex~ translated at pp. 200-202 
supra. rhe account of the CIrcumstances which enabled 
the B~b to escape from Shiraz is evidently copied almost 
verbatlm from. MirzaAJ ani, as also are the miracles related 
on the authonty of1;ra Muq.ammad I:£useyn of Ardistan 
at pp. ~05-2.07 SUP1'C!, and the account of his martyrdom. 
~he pnce p.ald by ~lm for the three horses is, however, 
{SIV~n as fifty-fi~e Illstead of fifty tumans. 'rwo other 
Illcldents of the Jour?ey to Isfahan, related by Mirza J ani 
on the ~ame au,thont,y, are omitted by both MSS. of the 
New Hzstory. ro whIChever of the three horses the Bab 
rode! says Mirza J ~ni, a peculiar virtue seemed to be com
mUlllcated, so that It went more smoothly and swiftly than 
th~ ?the~ horses, and, so long as it bore him, forbore from 
VOIdIng Its excreta. Again, as Mirza J ani relates at one 
stage whe~e they halted an old tribesman met th~m, and, 
on beholdIng the J?ab (though he knew not who it was), 
b.ecame affe?ted wI~h so strong an emotion that he wept 
tIll h.e was ~Ike to dIe. In the account of the death of .Aka 
8~yYld .Ka~am, as a result of the awe produced in him by 
WItneSSIng the Bab's transfiguration, Mirza J ani says that 
Mulla Mu)).ammad Ta\d of Herat read the prayers over his 
body, whICh was subsequently sent to Kerbela for in-
tennent. ... . 

Concerning the Bab's residence at Isfahan Mirza Jan! 
adds the following particulars. The Imam-jum'a whose 
guest the ~ab. ~as for a time, at first shewed s~ much 
respect to l~lS VIsItor that he would bring the basin for him 
to wash Ius hands at meals. The name of the son of 
Mylla 'Ali of Nur (p. 209 supra) was Mirza Hasan. 'rhe 
tnbesmen ,,:hos~ servic~s Minuchihr Khan offered to place 
at the. Bab s dIsposal III case he was disposed to make 
war wIth Mul)ammad Shah were Bakhtiyaris, not 8hah
sevans (p. 211), and ~heir number is given as 5000, not 
50,000. The New Hzstory seems to be guilty of another 
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similar exaggeration with regard to the speed wherewith 
the Bab wrote down his" verses"; a thousand verses in 
six, not in three hours, being twice mentioned by Mirza 
J ani. 'rhe transmutation of a metal pipe-cover to gold at 
the Bab's touch, as well as his foretelling Minuchihr 
Khan's death 19 days before its occurrence to Seyyid 
Yahya of Darab, is referred to in n. 2 on p. 212 supra. 
Minuchihr Khan's sincere devotion to the Bab is brought 
out even more strongly by Mirza J ani than in the New 
Ilistory, and, according to him, the Bab used repeatedly to 
say after his death, "Khud6 ralJ,mat kunad Mu'tamad-ra" 
(" May God shew mercy to the Mll!'tamad"). Mirza Jani 
also adds that after his death the Bab wrote to the 
prime minister, Haji Mirza A~asi, stating that the late 
Mu'tamadu'd-Dawla had made over to him all his goods 
and possessions, and demanding that these should accord
ingly be handed over to him; a request to which the 
minister paid no attention whatever. 

4. Conversion of Seyyid YalJ,ya of Darab. 

(Of, pp.111-115 supra; and Trav. Narr., vol. ii, p. 254.) 

'rhe account of Seyyid Yal).ya's conversion, cited in the 
New History in connection with the Niriz war, is intro
duced by Mirza J ani in this place. The narrative, which 
Mirza J ani heard directly from Seyyid Yal).ya, is correctly 
quoted in the New History, except that the following 
passage, which concludes it, is suppressed. ,. I enquired of 
him," writes Mirza Jani, ., saying, '0 Unique One' of the 
Age! What says your noble father concerning His Holi
ness the 'rruth (lfa~rat-i-lfa~lj;) 7' He answered, 'He pro
fesses himself undecided.1 'l'hen he added, confirming his 
words with au oath, 'By the 'rruth of God's Holy Essence, 
should my father deny this most luminous Manifestation, I 
would assuredly, notwithstanding his conspicuous virtues 
and eminent position, slay him with my own hand for the 

1 I have elsewhere pointed out that Wa~Ul is numerically 
equivalent to Yal1ya. Hence not only Mirza Yal).ya $ubIJ--i-Ezel, 
but also Seyyid Ya\lya of Darab enjoyed this title. 
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sake of the Beloved; and this although such a father as he 
and such a son as I are seldom met with under the Heaven 
of the Moon.' " 

5. I£istory of the Bab, continued tillitis E.vamination 
at Tabrfz. 

(Of. pp. 213-228, 238-240, and 284-288 supra.) 

The points wherein Mirza J ani COl'l'ects or supplements 
the passages of the New History above referred to are as 
follows. On the death of Minuchihr Khan, Gurgin Khan, 
the acting governor, sent a message to the Bab expressing 
his intention of calling on him; but afterwards sent a 
second message, saying that he was prevented from 
carrying out this intention, and requesting the Bab to 
visit him. When, agreeably to this invitation, the Bab 
came to his abode, he thus addressed him. " Seeing that 
the people have become aware of your being in this place, 
they, and especially the clergy, will assuredly make some 
attempt to molest you. Should I deliver you over to 
them, I should be acting as a traitor towards my bene
factor, inasmuch as I should be injuring one whom he held 
dear. If, on the other hand, I should refuse to surrender 
you, they will write to r11eheran, the I-Iaji [i.e. Ha,ji Mirza 
A~asil will demand you at my hands, and I shall be 
obligea to submit, since I have not the strength of the late 
~Iu'tamadu'd-Dawla. It is therefore best that you should 
depart, to rreheran, if it so please you, or, according to 
your original intention, to Khurasan." rJ1l1e Bab at once 
expressed his willingness to accede to this proposal. "You 
must start to-night," continued Gurgin Khan. rrhe Bab 
objected that he had made no preparations for so sudden a 
departure. "I have men ready to escort you," said Gurgin 
Khan; "and you must set out at once." The Bab was 
accordingly obliged to mount, all unequipped for travel as 
he was, and was not even permitted to bid farewell to the 
wife whom he had recently married in Isfahan. So in
censed was he at this treatment that he determined to eat 
nothing til} he al'l'ived at Kashan (a journey of five stages), 
and in this resolution he persisted, in spite of the remon-
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strances of the six horsemen composing his escort~ till he 
reached the second staO"e, Murche-Khur. rrhere, however, 
he met Mulla Sheykh o'Alf, called "Jenab-i-'A~{n:,': and 
another of his missionaries, whom he had commIssIOned 
two days previo.usly to proceed to Teheran; and these, <?n_ 
learning -from hIS guards how matters stood, succeeded III 
prevailing on him to ta~e some food. .. ' . 

Concerning the Bab s stay at Kashan, It IS very re
markable that Mirza J ani, whose guest he was, says 
nothing beyond wha:t is given in. the footnote on p'. 214 
snpra, notwithst~ndll.tg the assertIOn of ~he. New Hzstory 
that he "gives III hIS book a full deSCrIptIOn of all the 
wonderful thinO"s which they witnessed in those two days 
and nights." . rrhe only other reference ~o ,...this .... h~lt ~ccurs 
in the narratIve of Muhammad Beg Ohdparcln-baslu, who 
remarks incidentally that both in the journey to Khanli~ 
and in the journey thence to Tabriz, the Bali's escort as far 
as possible avoided all large towns, such as ~um and 
Kazvin and that the Bab's entry into Kashan was only 
"by r~ason of the sincere devotion of one of his friends 
and servants, who desired to give himself this honour:" 
The halt at Khanli~ is briefly noticed by~frza J anf as III . 
the New History, except that he says nothIng about Beha 
having visited the Bab there. Haji Mirza A~asf he bitterly 
describes as "the Haman of the age" (~~ uLolA). 

The narrative of Muhammad Beg Ohaparch{-bashl 
stands almost exactly the ·same in both histories, except 
that, in describing the halt at Zanjan, it is interrupted by 
the following account given to Mirza J ani by lVIulla Mu
hammad 'Ali of Zanjan(" Jenab-i .. lfujjat") of his con
version. "I met him," says Mirza J ani, "in Teheran, in 
the house of Mahmud Khan the kalantar, where he was 
confined because' of his devotion to His Holiness. He 
said 'I was a mulla so proud and masterful that I would 
aba~e myself to n~ one, not even the late Hajf Seyyid 
Bakir of Resht who was regarded as the "Proof of Islam" 
and the most l~arned of doctors. My doctrines being after 
the Akhbari school, I differed in certail! questions with 
the mass of the clergy. People complaIned of me, and 
Muhammad Shah summoned me to Teheran. I came, and 
he p·erused my books and informed himself of their purport. 
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I asked him to summon the Seyyid [i.e. Seyyid Ba~ir of 
Resht] also, that we might dispute. At first he intended 
to do so, but afterwards, having considered the mischief 
which might result, suspended the proposed discussion. 
To be brief, notwithstanding all this self-sufficiency, so 
soon as news of the Manifestation of His Holinessreached 
me, and I had perused a small page of the verses of that 
Point of the Fur~an, I became as one beside himself, and 
involuntarily, yet with full option, confessed the truth of 
his claim, and became his devoted slave; for I beheld in 
him the most noble of the Prophet's miracles, and, had I 
rejected it, I should have rejected the truth of the religion 
of Islam. '1'herefore did I make confession of faith, take 
upon my neck the yoke of his service, and devote myself 
to the furtherance of the religion of that Lord of the 
World. Amongst other things, I circulated his "Seven 
Works" (Atkar-i-sab'al

), and forbade the smoking of the 
kalyan. Many followed me; and the '1'rue Religion 
waxed so strong that the unbelievers no longer dared to 
smoke the l;alyan in the bazaars. So my support of the 
Babi doctrine became notorious, and was represented to 
the King and liis Minister, who, knowing my power and 
influence, and that two or three thousand families in the 
Khamsa 2 were wholly devoted to me, feared lest I might 
deliver His Holiness out of the hands of the escorts. 'l'hey 
therefore sent fifty horsemen, who, ere I was aware of it, 
surrounded my house. These brought a royal mandate 
bidding me, in the most absolute and peremptory terms, to 
come to Teheran, whatever might be my condition. Being 
at the time in bad health, I considered with myself whether 
I should do better to go to Teheran, or to resist them. 
His Holiness, however, bade me go, so I came, and it is 
now some while that I have been in confinement. As soon 
as His Holiness reached Mah-ku 4

, he honoured me with one 

1 I do not know whether the work generally called the" Seven 
Proofs" (Dala'il-i-sab'a) is here intended, or simply seven of 
the Bab's earlier works. 

2 The district of which Zanjan s the capital. 
3 Of. pp. 137-140 supra. 
4 So Mirza J ani generally writes Makli, as though he would 
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of his most blessed Epistles, wherein he wrote; " I swear by 
the 'l'ruth of God that thy questioning me in the Land of 
Zanjan concerning the duty incumbent on thee was more 
excellent than the worship of the two grosser races 1." , " 

'1'he continuation of Mu1!ammad Beg OMiparchi-basht's 
narrative as given by MirzaJ ani differs from the version 
in the New History only in a few points of any conse
quence. '1'hus (p. 220 supra, l. 3) the Bab says, "I am so 
tired!" a remark which is probably sup;pressed in the New 
History as conflicting with the concluding sentence of the 
first paragraph on p. 221. Again, after the account of the 
healing of the scald-headed child at Milan, and the con
version of 200 of the inhabitants of that place (p. 221 supra, 
1. 8), Mirza J ani adds :-" And His Holiness remarked, 
'Milan is one of the regions of Paradise.' N ow when we 
were come nigh to Tabriz, one day he said while on the 
road, 'It would be, very nice if we could have some roast 
lamb to-day.' No sooner had we reached our halting-place 
than one brought a lamb, which we roasted .. '1'he mounted 
guards, having heard some remarks about the wealth of 
His Holiness, one day seized him by the collar and de
manded money. He replied, 'I have no money.' When 
those accursed ones importuned him yet more, he at length 
produced a purse of dollars amounting in value to ten or 
twenty trzlmans (I do not at this moment recollect the 
exact sum), 'and angrily cast them on the ground. I was 
much astonished, knowing that His Holiness had no 
money." " It would appear," adds Mirza J ani, as a paren
thesis to Mu1!ammad Beg's narrative, "that this took place 
between Teheran andl.{azvin." Again, at the end of the 
first paragraph on p. 222, Mirza Jani makes the Bab add, 
"0 God, do 'Thou judge between me and these creatures of 
Thine!" A few lines lower, Mu1!ammad Beg, in speaking 
of the Bab's sojourn in his house, adds that they were in 
the habit of using the water in which he had washed his 
hands as a cure for divers maladies, and that it proved 

make it signify" the dwelling of the Moon"; for he frequently 
or 

speaks of the Bab as "that Moon of Saintship" (~~,,;.3 "I). 
1 i. e. Men and genies. 
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most efficacious. Again, in the instructions which the Bab 
gives to MuQ.ammad Beg at the bottom of p. 222, he is 
made by Mirza Jani to say, "Tell him [i.e. the Prince] that 
I will not move unless they kill me and then take me"; 
and it is further stated that actual violence was resorted to 
by the new escort ere he could be induced to leave Tabrfz. 
Mul~ammad Beg also adds, in describing his visit to Maku, 
that the Bab kissed him on the face as he raised him from 
the ground, on which he had cast himself in supplication. 
The account of Ashraf Khlin's disgrace is, as already 
remarked in the foot-note on p. 224, substantially the same 
in Mirza Jani, but a marginal note adds that he "reached 
hell through the malady of insanity." 'rhe remark made 
by the Bab on hearing of Bahman Mirza's disgrace is also 
somewhat differently reported, as follows :-" Yes, since he 
would not help the 'rruth [or God, "l;la~~"J, and consented 
to the abasement thereof, God naturally brought about his 
abasement. " 

The narratives of Mirza 'Abdu'l-Wahhab and Mirza 
Mul~ammad 'Ali, together with the long dissertation on the 
different classes of believers, the list of eminent converts to 
the Bl1bi faith, the account ofSuleyman Khan's martyrdom, 
&c. (pp. 224:-239 Sltpra), are all entirely omitted by 
Mirza J ani, the last for the obvious reason that he and 
Suleyman Khan suffered death on the same day. 'rhe 
account of the Bab's confinement at Maku is substantially 
the same in both histories, but the following additions and 
variants occur in the older narrative. 'rhe Bab used to 
descend from the hill on which stood the castle in which 
he was confined to go to the bath, and on these occasions 
he would also visit the warden 'Ali Khan, whose family 
shewed him many attentions. The number of the. Bab's 
" verses" in circulation at this time is estimated by Mirza 
J ani at a hundred thousand, not a million. It is also 
stated that when one day the principal malta of Maku 
came to see the Bab, and, in the course of their conversa
tion, behaved somewhat disrespectfully, the Bab struck 
"the unclean form of that foul creature" so violently with 
his staff that it broke in two. He is also made to address 
'Ali Khan in his parting speech as "0 accursed one" 
(" Ey mal'un") ! 

I
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As regards the Bab's sojourn at ChihrfI.<. (p. 240 supra), 
it is worth noticing, though natural, that Mulla Sheykh 
'Ali of Khurasan, entitled Jenab-i-'A~im, is spoken of by 
Mirza Jani as still living. He is also entitled Bab-i
Kltatam, and it is stated that the Bab wrote a treatise 
explaining why his name 'Ali was equivalent to 'A~im. It 
appears from Mirza J ani that Ya1)ya Khan, when removed 
from the wardenship of Chihri~, was imprisoned at Tabrfz, 
but it is not quite clear whether this was brought about 
by his devotion to his prisoner, or by some other cause. 

We now come to the Bab's examination before the 
Crown-Prince at Tabrfz, the account of the "Indian 
believer," inserted here in the New History, being placed 
later in Mirza J ani's work. In the account of this ~ exami
nation it is worth noting that every expression of ~irza 
Jani's which reflects on the conduct of the Crown-Prmce 
(the present Shah) is carefully suppr~ssed i.n the !Vew 
History. Thus Mirza J ani remarks WIth eVIdent dIsap
proval that the Crown-Prince sat in the place of honour 
(which he clearly thinks should have been left for the 

_ Ba b); calls him a "wretch" (~aramzada) ~ for . di~respe?t
fully rolling a globe towards the Bab and bIddmg hI!? 
explain its structure (p. 288, n. 1, supra) j and makes It 
clear that it was in the first instance he, not the clergy, 
who ordered the bastinado. Concerning the actual discus
sion the foUowina' passage is the only thing of importance 
add~d by Mirza !ani. " 'What,' said MuUa MUQammad" 
(there is no mention of the" scornful smile" with which 
the narrative is embellished in the New History), '" does 
"Bfib"mean?' 'How,' replied the Bab,'dost thou u!lder";
stand the holy saying <of the Prophet> "I am the CIty of 
Knowledge, and 'Ali is its Gate"? Hast thon not c?n
sidered thine own face, how it has four organs of perceptIOn 
situated on one surface which makes five in all, according 
to the number <of th'e word> Bab\ which accords also 
with the number of the Ita in Huwiyyat 1 ? N ow these 
four organs of' perception are the Eye, which tells of the 
"Station of the Heart" (Makam-i-Flt' ad), is maintained 
by the" Support of the Divine Unity" (Rltkn-i-Tau:fi,fd), 

1 See pp. 330 and 344 supra. 

N. H. 23 
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and is the location of the Will (JJ[(lslliy.yat); the Ear, 
which tells of the" Station of Heason" ('A~t), is maintained 
by the "Support of Prophethood" (Rukn-i-N'llbuvvat), and 
typifies Devotion (Irada); the Organ ot' Smell, which tells 
of the "Station of the Soul" (lYfa*dm-i-Na/s), corresponds 
to the "Support of Saintship" (Rllkn-i- Viluyat), and holds 
the position of Providence (¥ada1-); and the Mouth, which 
tells of the "Station of the Body" (lYla~um-i-Jism) and the 
., Support ofthe Perfect Believer" (R'llkn-i-SM'a)t, and corre
sponds to Predestination (¥aq:a).' One of those present (it 
would appear to have been Haji Mulla Mal~mud) said, 'Sir 
Seyyid, the eyes, the nostrils, and the ears are each 
double; why do you count them as one l' He replied, '0 
my dear friend, they are each reckoned as one. Yea, 
though the ear has two channels, it hears but one voice.' 
Then he added, 'Give ear.' For it appears that at the 
beginning of the conference they had agreed that not more 
than one person should speak, and that that one should be 
Mulla Muhammad. 'fherefore it was that His Holiness 
said, 'Give' ear,' intending thereby to signify two things; 
firstly, 'You agreed to be as the ear, not as the tongue, so 
you have contravened your agreement'; secondZy, 'Open 
the ear of the heart, and understand the things of Truth; 
thus, and not by argument, will your cravings be ful
filled.''' Mirza J ani further adds that the Bab requested 
that a physician might be allowed to feel his pulse and 

1 The extent to which the classification of things into groups 
of fO'llr prevails throughout Mirza J ani's work is very noticeable. 
Indeed this number is brought much more prominently forward 
in his book than the number 19, probably owing to the predomi
nant influence of the Sheykhi doctrine of the "Four Supports n 

(A1'kan-i-orba'a) here alluded to. It will be seen that these 
"Four Supports" are given by Mirza J ani (and this holds good .. 
throughout his work) as above, viz. ~.,J, .,:.,~, ~')l-" and 

~ .. 
the ~~ ~ w.bJ' or ~l~ (these two being, apparently, 

only different views of the same w.bJ), not as on p. 243 of 
vol. ii of my Traveller's Narrative. 

r 
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certifY.to his p.erfect sanity, which (p. 285 supra) had b~en 
called III questIOn. . . 

To the. accoun.t of these rroceedings Mirza J ani appends 
the followmg curIOUS narratIve. About forty days before 
the death of Mu}~ammad Shah, Prince Mahdi-Kuli Mirza 
dreamed that he was attending a levee at the court when 
suddenly a young Seyyid entered and rapidly appr~ached 
t~e royal throne. :As s.oon as the King saw him, he shewed 
Sl&nS .of extreme ~lsqUletud~, an~ cried out, "0 my lords, 
thIS IS ~he ,~eYYId Bab; s~Ize hIm, for he purposeth my 
destructIOn! ~ 0 one, paId any heed to his words, and 
the young SeYYId contmued to approach the King till 
when he w3:s close to him, he suddenly drew forth a· pistoi 
and shot lum dead. 'l'he levee at once broke up in dis
order) "3:nd," continued the Prince, "if any harm befall 
the l~lllg III these days, I shall knowfor a surety that the 
Bab IS of a truth from God." 

6. l/url'atu'l-'Ayn, and the Shahrud or Badasltt 
Oonference. 

(Of pp. 43-44, and 270-282 supra.) 

Having carrie~ the history of the Bah to· this point; 
Mirza J ani, ~bservmg a truer chronological sequence than 
~he N~w Rzstory, proceeds to speak of the events which 
ImmedIately preceded the Mazandaran insurrection. . In 
the ~o~rse of this he relates the history of. J.{urratu'l- 'Ayn 
(omIttmg, of course, all reference to her martyrdom which 
had not taken place when his book was composed) and 
describes. with some fullness of detail the Badasht or 
Shahrud Conference. As before, I shall only notice the 
points wherein Mirza J ani corrects or supplements the 
New History. . 

The passage cited from Mirza Jani in the New History 
(from p. 43, 1. 5 to the word "Khurasan" at the beginning 
of 1. 18 ?I!- p. 4~) agrees. very cl~sely with the original, the 
only addItIOnal Items of IllformatlOn contained in the latter 
being tha! Mulla .l...Wllljammad lJuseyn of Bushraweyh 
(thus he IS always named by Mirza Jani) stayed with 
lfa~rat-i-l{uddus at Barfurush; that the commentary on 

23-2 
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the words" God the ]~ternal" written by the latter com
prised not 3000, but ~O,OOO verses; that the former, just 
before his departure into Khurasan, received from the latter 
(not, as stated on p. 44 of the New History, from the Bab) 
the epistle known as "the Eternal Witness," together with 
a white robe (kaba) and a turban; and that lfa;;1'at-1'
l{uddus was expelled from Barfurush by the Sa'{du'l
'Ulama. 

Having reached this point, Mirza J ani, as a preliminary 
to his very remarkable aCCOllnt of what took place at 
Badasht introduces Kurratu'l-'Ayn to the reader. rrhe 
author ~f the New History has evidently considered it 
desirable to suppress the Badasht episode altogether, and, 
there being no other reason for mentioning ~{urratu'l-'Ayn 

. at this point of the story than the prominent part which 
she took in this conference, continues the narrative of the 
~1azandaran insurrection without interruption. 

Concerning ~urratu'l-'Ayn, Mirza Jani adds the follow
ing particulars to those given on pp. 270-282 supra. Her 
lectures at Kerbela (p. 271) were attended by women as 
well as men, the former being admitted within the curtain 
which separated her from the male portion of her audience. 
It appears that it was not so much the scruples entertained 
by her and her followers as to the legality of meats pro
cured from the bazaars (p. 272) that attracted the attention 
and called down the disapprobation of the rrmkish Govern
ment, as the claim advanced by l~urratu'l-'Ayn that she 
was a "manifestation" (ma,~hwr) of the Prophet's daughter 
Fatima, and that any unclean thing was rendered pure by 
being submitted to her gaze. It appears also that (pro
bably in consequence of these pretensions) the chief Mufti 
of Baghdad nearly determined to put her to death. fJ.'hat 
she received the title of '['akira (" the Pure") from the 
Bab (p. 273) and was included amongst the "Letters of 
the Living" is also stated by Mirza J ani. 

Mirza J ani's description of the meeting of ~urratl~'l
'Ayn with lfa~rat-i-J/'ltddus at Shahrlid or Badasht (whICh 
latter Mirza J ani in one place fancifully calls ..:,....;:,) t~ ~JI 

"the Land of the Plain of Innovation") is chiefly re
markable for a long homily on certain points of Babi doc-
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trine, of which the tradition of Kumeyl referred to at pp. 329 
-330 supra f?rms .the text. U !lfortunately the MS. is rather 
co:rupt !1t thIs pomt, so that It is not quite clear whether 
thl~ IS mtended to be a report of the address actually 
delIvered by ~urratu'l-'Ayn (see Gobineau, p. 181), or of 
an address delIvered by lfa~rat-i-l{uddus, or whether it is 
merely one of Mirza J ani's own dissertations on doctrine. 
Its l~ngth, and the amount of commentary which would be 
re~UIre~ to .make clear certain obscure points of doctrine 
wIuch It ra.lses, r.ender it impossible for me to attempt a 
full transla;tIOn of It here, but certain points demand notice. 
The doctrme of "Return" (riJ'at) is treated of at some 
length, and the manner in which it is explained gives at 
least some colour to the oft-re,Peated allegation that the 
~abfs believe in Metemp~y?hosls (see p,P .. 334- 9 supra) . 
rhe outward forms of rehgIOn (prayer, iastmg, pilgrimage 
and alms) are explained allegorically after the fashion of 
the Isma'fHs. All men's goods ar~ declared to be the 
property of the "Point" (i.e. the Bab). The abrogation 
of th~ laws of the previous dispensation is annotinced, and 
l~ws m general are declared to be necessary only till such 
tIme as. men have learned to comprehend the "Doctrine of 
the Umty" (Taw~{d), by which is meant the recognition 
of the true nature of the "Point," or Divine Manifesta.tion 
of the age .. Here i~ a translation of a typical passage from 
the concludmg portIOn of the homily :-

" It is ... ~.eclared ~n many traditions touching the religion 
of the l{a 'l~ t~at It shall abrogate all [previous] religions 
for 'the J?erjectwn of the. doctrine of t1~e Divine Unity i; 
the negatzon of [all] predzeatesfrom H'lm ,. and' mankind 
shall become a s,ingle ?hurch,' and He will ~ake all religions 
one. N ow HIS brdmances are esoteric ordinances and 
when the esoteric comes, the exoteric order must' 'needs 
d~rart. rl'hus it is to be understood from cert~in tra
dltIO!lS that., under the rule of Him who is to arise of the 
Fam~ly of Mu'Q,ammad, men will go to the bazaars, invoke 
blessmgs, and take (as an. equivalent] whatever they please 
from t?e shops; whICh thmg should one do now, he would, 
accordmg to the Law ~f the Prophet of God, forfeit his 
hand. In short, the ordmances of the religion of the Ka'im 
(npon whom be peace) are the ordinances of Unity: all 



358 APPENDIX II. MiRZA JANf'S HISTORY. 

goods are His. goods; a~l men are His se!vants; and all 
women are HIS handmaIdens, whom He gIveth to whom
soever He pleaseth, and taketh from whomsoeve; He 
pleaseth accordina to the purport of the holy text, Say, 
" 0 God, L01'd o/'tlze Kingdom! Titan. gi'vest tlze I\~jzgdorn 
to wltornsoever TOOl/; pleasest, and stl"zppest tlte .11.. mr;dom 
jTorn wlwmsoever Titan please,~t 1.'" , r1'here is h~~'V1se. a 
tradition to the effect that HIS Holmess [the J{a zm] wIll 
change wives and husb~nds, even .asa the lVIaster2, who hath 
given his servant and Ius handmaId, to one another [, hath 
done]. And this is assuredly sanctIOned by th~ Holy Law, 
for our Master hath certainly as much author~ty as every 
master hath over his slaves and his handm~\,ldens. T~le 
essence of His relirrion is the Doctrine of U mty, and V! I~
dom and Love: all around us is the l,iibla', .and tlns IS 
the ;neaning of ' JVh l~tlte1:soeve'i' ,:Je t~lr~'l, tll6l'~ 'is tltp; -far:e 
oj God 5,' and the realIzatIOn of 1I~ 'it 'lS V!11O 'lS :nanij~,~t 'ln 
even! 'lnanijestation'; although HIS .malllfestatI~n WIll be 
the iast, as, for instance, '0 God, vel''ll?!. I p~~y ~ 'ltee of. TltlJ 
SplendollT [Belut], wltm'eoj tlte Gate 'lS RCl , 'ln wltwh zs 
(lU Tlty Splendour; 0 God, I pra,,1J T,lzee by aU Thy Sp,len

7
-

aOllr' ... to the end of tl~eprayer~ IS mn~t~cn Gates [Bab] , 
which is the number of the Ulllty [Vu?ndl. And should 
men not be able to receive the doctrine of the Unity ,at. the 
beginning of the Manifestation, ordin!l'nces and res~flctlOns 
,\'ill again be presc.ribed for. them, tIll. they acqUIre s~c~ 
power, w~len these m tnrn wlllllbe abol!she~. But dnrlllb 
the contlllllance of the Heturn the vells w~ll gradually be 
lifted, till the verities [of religi~n ] be estabhshe~, an~ men 
learn to explore the ProphetIcJ\'!ystery~ ,vhICh IS tl~e 
Paradise of Primal Unity [Jannat-z-A!wdzyyat]. Of tIns 
there is no occasion to speak at present, and I have only 
submitted to you these remarks that, when people say, 
'A company [of Babis] went to Badasht and conducted 

1 J>-ur'an, iii, 25, 

2 i.e. the Bab. 
3 'e as 1't would seem II azrat-1:-J(nddus and {( nrratu'l-'Aylt. 

~, " ' ,.. . 
4 The point towards which one turns in prayer. 
5 J>-nr'an, ii, 109. 6 See pp. 330 and 353 supra. 
7 Or 'clauses.' 8 See pp. 334-8 supra. 
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themselves in an unseemly fashion 1,' you may know that 
they were persons of no mean quality, but the elect of the 
world; that they did a great work; and that when men 
heap curses and censures on them, it is because of their own 
benighted condition. For there is a tradition that, 'when 
the standard of the Truth appears, the people of the East 
and of the West shall curse it, ... ' " 

Mirza J ani then alludes to another tradition about the 
"four standards" which shall represent the Truth, to wit, 
the C( Standard of the South" or "of Yaman" (Rayat-i
Yarnan{) , which is the Bab or " ~ikr"; the" Standard of 
I:Iuseyn" (Rayat-i 1!useyn£), which is lJa~rat-i-l{~tddus; 
the "Stalldard of Khurasan" (Rayat-i- Kllul'asan£), which 
is Mulla :ijuseyn of Bushraweyh; and the "Standard of 
'fali~an" (Rfiyat-i-Talilsfin£), which is J.{urratu'l-'AYll .. 
Opposed to these stands the C( Standard of Abu Sofyan " 
(llfiyat-i-So/yan£), which is the royal ensign of N al;!iru'd
Din Shah. 

It was at Badasht, as would appear from Mirza J ani's 
narrative, that Mulla Mul).ammad 'Ali of Barfurush took 
the title of "I,Luddus," by which, as is explained, he intended 
to signify that he was a "return" of the Prophet Mul~all1niad. 
'rhis announcement, together with other" sprinklings from 
the Ocean of the Doctrine of Unity," and, as it would 
seem, a certain apparent lawlessness which characterized 
the assembly, proved a cause of stumbling to no few of the 
Babis, some of whom withdrew. rHIe continually increasing 
noise and clamour presently attracted a number of the 
inhabitants to the spot, and these attacked the Ba})is(who 
offered lio resistance) and plundered them. The assembly 
then broke up in disorder; some of the Babfs, as has been 
:laid, withdrew; while the remainder made their way in 
small bands to Ashraf, Amul, Barfurush, and other places 
in Mazandaran 2. Rumours of what had taken place at 

A 

1 .,t..i,)~ u=);A J ~; ~~ ;,) u~·· 
2 A. great deal of what Mirza Jani says concerning the 

Badasht conference agrees pretty closely with the account given 
in the Na~ilchu't-Tawarf,kh. The expression" the Sun and Moon 
a.re in conjunction," wherewith the Bahis hailed the meeting of 
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Badasht, "partly true and partly 'false," had, how eyer. 
preceded them, and from most places ~here they deslre~ 
to halt they were expelled by the inhabItants, Q a;;rat-~
Kuddus made his way secretly to Barfurush, but hIS 
inveterate enemy the Sa'idu' l-' Ulama, becoming aware of 
his arrival informed the governor of Sa,ri, who sent fa1'
rasltes to ~rrest him and bring him thither. 1;{urratu'l
'Ayn meanwhile withdrew to N llr, taking with her, as 
we l~arn from ;nother passage of Mirza Jani's history, 
Mirza Y al).ya $ub~-i-Ezel. 

7. Tile siege of Slleyklt Tabarsi. 

(Of, pp. 44-110 snpra,.). 

Mirza Janf's narrative now re-unites with the New 
]fistm'Y (p. 44 supra), which omits all the details above 
recorded. Of Mulla Huseyn's expulsion from Mash-had, 
however a somewhat 'fuller account is given. After the 
departu;e of Qa~rat-i-]ruddus from ~l~at city, he ?ontinued 
there for some while. One day he VIsIted the shrme of the 
Imam B,i~a in company with seventy of his followers, in- . 
tending afterwards to leave Mash-had for Mazandaran. A 
collision occurred between his followers and some of the 
townsfolk. Prince Hamze Mirza, who was then encamped 
at Radagan being' informed of this, sent and brought 
Mulla I:Ius~yn to the camp, and there detained him for 
several days, treating him, however, respectfully. After a 
few days Mulla I:Iuseyn was released, w~lereu~on he coll~cted 
his followers (amongst whom a certam maJor of artIllery 
named 'Abdu'l-Muhammad Khan subsequently distill
guished himself by his devotion and faithful service), and 
set out westwards. At Miyami he was reinforced as 
described at pp. 44-5 supra. 

On reaching the confines of Mazandanlll, Mulla I:Iuseyn 
and his companions fell in with a body of troops under the 
command of the Prince-Governor of the province, who 
stopped the Babis, and enquired whence they came and 

lIa?1'at-i-I:{udd11s and ~urratu'l-'Ayn, occurs, for instance, III 

both versions. Cf. Tmveller's Narrative, vol. ii, p. 176. 
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whither they were going. " From Khurasan," replied they 
"and we are going to KerbeIa." rrhe Prince was at first 
in.clined to dispute their passage, but they presented him 
wIth a sum of two hundred tumans, whereupon he sufl'ered 
them to proceed. A few days later came the news of 
Mul~ammad Shah's death (p. 45 supra), on receiving which 
Mulla I:Iuseyn halted his followers at Ffrllzkuh, and de
livered to them the address which, in a somewhat em
bellished and expanded form, occupies pp. 45-47 supra. 
It appears that at this time Mulla I:Iuseyn was disposed to 
censure the conduct of the Babfs at Badasht (not knowing, 
probably, that Qa;;1'at-i-J[uddus had been responsible for 
what took place), for he expressed his intention of chastising 
them. 

The entry of Mulla I:Iuseyn and his Babis into Bar
furush, their skirmishes with the M usulmans . and the 
events which led them to take up their quarters'in Sheykh 
r~1abarsf, are described by Mirza J anf as in the New History 
with the following additions. In the first afhay seve~ 
Musulmans, including the baker whom Mulla Huseyn 
"sliced in two like a fresh cucumber" (see p. 49 . supl'a 
and footnote), were killed. . It isnot true, say~ lVlirz~ 
~ anf, that the Babfs, as asserted by their enemies, de
lIberately slew several children, but one child was killed 
accidentally with its father, a dervish, whom they slew be
cause. he p~rposely gave the~ a misleading answer to a 
questIOn whICh they put to hIm. aR to their road. One of 
the Babis who was taken by the townsfolk was buried alive 
by them in a well. 'Abbas-Kulf Khan is described as 
having been on bad termswith the Sa'fdu'VUlamaaild 
disposed at first to look favourably on the Babfs and'their 
doctrine; and even after ambition and self-interest as well 
as unwillingness to adopt the principles of fraternity 1 which 
prevailed with them, had caused him to abandon the idea 
of joining them, he was very unwilling to fight against 

1 Certain remarks of Mulla I,Iuseyn's concerning the com
munity of property recommended to the garrison of 'rabarsl, 
taken in conjunction with this passage, and certain passages in 
the address at Badasht, certainly do suggest some ground for the 
ascription of communistic principles to the early Babis. 
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them. His son-in-bw, Sa'adat.-I,{uli Beg, is described as 
being actually a believer I. 

'l'he skirmish described at pp. 58-59 supra, which 
resulted in the sack of a village called Dih-i-Na~ar Khan, 
wherein the enemy had entrenched themselves, concluded, 

. according to Mirza J ani, with a massacre of the soldiers 
and villagers alike to the number of a hundred and thirty. 
'l'his severity on the part of the Babis, explains the author, 
was due to the fact that the villagers had previously made 
professions of friendship, if not of actual faith; for which 
reason they were punished as renegades. 

'1'he letter written by If a!f?'at-i-J{~tddus to the Prince, 
as reported by Mirza J ani, is much shorter and more 
forcibly worded than the version given in the New Ilistory 
(pp. 59-63 supra), and indications of a most uncompro
mising attitude towards tho established governmell t 011 the 
part of the Babf leader are !lot wallting. "We," snys ho, 
,< are the rightful rulers, and the world is set under our 
signet-ring." "Be not thou, 0 Prince," he says in the 
concluding passage of his letter, "misled by worldly glory 
and the pride of thy youth; know thl1t Na~iru'd-Din Shah 
is no true king, and that such as support him shall be 
tormented in hell-fire." '1'he capture of Mulla Yilsuf 'Ali 
of Khuy and another by the royalists at Barfurush (p. 64 
supra) is duly recorded by Mirza J ani, but the passage 
relating to his arrest with Beha, cited as from his work by 
the New History (pp. 64 ---65), appears to be a forgery, 
as no trace of it exists in the original. In Mirza J ani's 
account of the niO'ht attack on Mahdi-Kulf Mirza's quarters, 
Aka Raslil is called as in the C.-codex of the Tarfkk-i
Jad{d "Bahmizi" (see footnote on p. 67 snpra), and it 
is added that the l\Hzandarani patois in which he and his 
comrades conversed served to put the royalist troops off 
their guard by making them imagine t~lat their visi~ors 
were a detachment of 'Abb{ts-I~uli Khan s troops. Prmce 
Mahoi-Kuli Mirza is reported (for what purpose does not 
clearly appear) to have shot his own servant before effecting 
his escape from the burning building. 

The death of Mulla I,Iuseyn is said by Mirza .Tani to 

1 See footnote on p. 53 supra. 

I i 
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have taken place on Rabt'u'l-aV"tJal 9th [A.H. 1265 = J auu
ary 2nd, A.D. 1849], and it is stated that he died in his 
saddle as his horse entered the gates of Sheykh Taharsf. 
His death appears to have profoundly discouraged' the 
Babis: "the back of their courage was broken," says MIrza 
J ani, "and many of them dispersed from the Castle irlto 
the surrounding country." We call hardly wonder at this, 
for, judged from an external standpoint, lJa;;rat-i-1{uddus 
seems to have been in every respect his inferior. Of the 
boastful tone which he adopted several instances have been 
already given. Of his egotism the following anecdote 
recorded by Mirza J ani affords evidence. A few days 
before Mulla I,Iuseyn's death, lJat1'at-i-I[uddus was walk
ing with him in the enclosure of the Castle, resting his 
hand on his shoulder. In the enclosure were some lambs 
whose mothers had been carried off by the enemy, ami 
these, deprived of milk, were bleating piteously. One of 
the Babis, moved to pity by their evident distress, ap
proached lla;;rat-i-J.iuddus and said, "These accursed men 
have wronged these poor beasts, and how great is the wrong 
done them!" Thereupon the eyes of l/a;;rat-i-I[uddus 
filled with tears,and he replied, " No, by God, it is not 
they who are wronged so much as we." rl'hen he raised 
his hand and clapped MulIa I,Iuseynon the shoulder, 
adding, "By God, this is I,Iuseyn the much-wronged, and 
no Antichrist." 'rhe narrator adds that he subsequently 
came across a tradition in the Bilj(iru'l-Anvar to the effect 
that the Imam I,Iuseyn will one day return to Kerbela in 
company with the Mahdi or 1{a'im; that the army of the 
unbelievers\vill also return, and will declare the former to 
be Antichrist; that the ¥a'im will deny this with an oath; 
that the unbelievers will pay no heed to this, but will kill 
Imam I,Iuseyn; that the 1{a'im will demand his blood at 
their hands; and that forty days after his martyrdom all 
things will be plunged into confusion. 

Grievous as was the loss incurred by the Babis in the 
death of Mulla I,Iuseyn, its full results did not at once 
become apparent. His younger brother, Mirza Mu1).ammad 
I,Iasan, a youth of 18 or 19 years of age, was made captain 
in his' place. ) (His biography, which Mirza J anf inserts 
here, will be found at pp. 93-95 supra.) The royalists, 



364 APPENDIX II. MfRZA JANf'S HISTORY. 

moreover, did not discover for some while that the heavy 
losses which they had sustained Oll the night of Habf'u'l
Avval 9th had not been without their equivalent. At 
length, however, when the stores of the garrison were 
running low, and they were reduced to eating hon;;e-flesh, 
as recorded at pp. 80-82 supra, one of them named Mirza 
.M\ll~ammad ij"useyn of l,{um, finding his courage and his 
faith failing him, asked permission of lfa:prat--i-lf'ltddus to 
withdraw. "Very well," answered he, "depart if you can." 
So the deserter went forth from the Castle to the royalist 
camp, at the outskirts of which he halted and called out, 
"1 am such an one; take me before the Prince." 'rhis 
was done, and the Prince accorded him a gracious reception; 
whereupon he gave full information as to the distressed 
condition of the Babis and the death of Mulla ij"useyn. 
Subsequently he seems to have repented of his disloyalty, 
for at times he would praise his late companions and. curse 
his own weakness in abandoning them, so that the Prince 
became suspicious as to his real sentiments, and, thinking 
that he might be a spy, seut him as a prisoner to Sari. 

Shortly after this occurred the desertion of AI,-:li Rasul 
of Bahmiz, together with thirty of his Mazandaranf Babis. 
He too was at first received graciously by the Prince, but 
'Abbas-l,{uli Khan ordered him to ,be shot, and caused his 
followers to be beheaded, ten at Amul, ten at Sari, and 
ten at Barfur(lsh I. "God curse A\d Rastll," exclaimed 
these, as they were led out to die, "who has deceived us, 
and debarred us from the service of Hazrat--i-Ituddus." 

•• • I 

But the latter said, when tidings came to him of AI,-:a 
RasUl's fate, "We have forgiven him his fault, and God 
hath pardoned him." 

It is after the capitulation that lfa~'rat--i-lflldd'llS ap
pears in his worst Eght. When questioned by the Prince 
as to his object in fomenting so great a disturbance, he, 
"knowing that the purpose of that accursed one was not to 
enquire but to find fault, spoke in a manner calculated to 
prove a stumbling-block (bi-na!~v--i-fitne), and this was 
what he said :-' '1'he cause of all this disturbance was 

1 Cf. Gobineau, pp. 225--6, where a different account of AJpl. 
RaStll's death is given. 
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Mulla Mu1}ammad ij"useyn, not I: I went thither only to 
make enquiries, and so fell into his clutches.''' "It is 
even said," adds Mirza Jani, "that he cursed Mulla Huseyn. 
Such as have understood the secret of what passed between 
lfa~rat--i-lfuddus and Jenab-i-Tahira at Badasht, and their 
real natures, and what they meant, may understand the 
true meaning of this saying also, but not otherwise." 

It appears from what Mirza J ani says that the Babis, so 
far from laying aside their weapons "cheerfully and willingly" 
(p. 86 supra), were very loth to part with them. lfa~rat-i
I{llddus had said to them before setting out for the Prince's 
quarters, "If a message comes from me bidding you lay down 
your arms, do just as you feel inclined: if you like, cast 
them away; if not, keep them." When, therefore,such 
a message came, some of the Babfs laid down their arms, 
while some retained them. Word of this was brought to 
the Prince, who again urged lfa~rat--i-l{uddus to command 
his followers to disarm. Another message was accordingly 
sent by Mulla Yusuf 'Alf of Khuy, who, supposing that 
Qaf'rat-i-.{tudd1lS really wished the Babis to lay down their 
weapons, prevailed upon them with some difficulty to do so; 

. whereupon ensued the massacre described at p. 87 supra; 
It appears, however, that all this took place on the day 
after the surrender, and that supper had been provided for 
them on the previous night, so that they did not die fasting 
as asserted' in the New H-istoru. Their bodies were left 
unburied, and were eaten by WIld beasts or disintegrated 
by the elements. The fate of the Babi chiefs, and the 
accounts of Ri~a Khan, Murshid, and the youth who volun
tarily gave himself up to death (pp. 96---103 supra) are 
given by Mirza J anf as in the New H-istory with a few 
additional particulars. It is uncertain whether Mirza Mu-
1}ammad ij"asan (the brother of Mulla ij"useyn of Bushra
weyh), Haji Mirza ij"asan of Khurasan, and Mulla Mu
Qammad of Nur entitled "lIfu'allim" (" the 'l'eacher") 
were slain in the camp or afterwards. Concerning Ri~a 
Khan, Mirza J anf adds that he was present at the Badasht 
conference, "but," says he, "I have heard that he did 
somewhat backslide on that occasion, so that lfa~rat-i
l.luddus wounded him on the head, but afterwards forgave 
him." 
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The execution of lfa~'rat-i-l{ltdd1'tS took place, accord
ing to Mirza J ani, on the last night of J emadi-uth-thanf 
[A.H. 1265 = May 22nd, A.D. 1849], agreeably to a saying 
ascribed to 'Ali ibn Abi 'ralib :-

w w. 

~ ,} I J ~,) l~ I ~ \or'~" II.A'J \or' -=!" ,,11 

"JiVonder, and yet 111,O'/'e wonde1' between JumadCi and 
Rajab." 

Some curious particulars, wanting in the New History, 
are given about his life. rrlms it, is said that when his 
mother married his reputed father A\d ~:UiQ. she was three 
months gone with child, and that she gave birth to her son 
six months after her marriage, wherefore his enemies subse
quently questioned his legitimacy, but his friends inter
preted the matter in a favourable manner, recalling the 
circumstances of the birth of Christ. Again, while Prince 
Mahdi){ulf Mirza was besieging the Castle of Sheykh 
Tabarsi, and could in no wise prevail against it, it occurred 
to him to summon A I.-: a ~:Uil~ and his wife and daughter 
to the camp. When they were come, he said to AI.-:a ~aIiQ., 
"\Vhat is all this dil:lturbance which this son of yours is 
making, and what is the claim which he advances?" rrhe 
father answered with an oath, "I know not, and I am 
filled with amazement at his conduct." "Go then," said 
the Prince, "and admonish thy son." So .A.I.-:a ~alil~ went 
to the Babf stronghold, but when he was brought in before 
his son he was so overwhelmed with awe that he could not 
speak. lfa~rat-i-J['llddus, however, treated him with the 
utmost kindness, and gradually elicited from him an ac
count of what the Prince had done, and the message he 
had sent. rrhen he said, "As for the wrong done you, 
God will recompense you for it, and to be wronged is a 
high dignity. But as for your admonitions to me, know 
that I am not your son, and that your son lost his way 
behind a stack of fire-wood on such-and-such a day whereon 
you sent him on an errand, and is now in such-and-such a 
city, while I am the Lord Jesus who have appeared in the 
form of your son, and, for a wise purpose, have elected you 
as my reputed father. Go, and tell this to the Prince." 
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A I.-: a ~aIil~ did as he was directed, and, after a few more 
days of detention, was set free. ' ' '. 

The following anecdote is also related by Mirza J ani. 
On the eve of the festival of the N aw-ruz or Persian New 
Year's ~ay (M~rch 19th, A.D. ~849) it was represented to 
lfa~rat-1-¥uddus by some of hIS followers that their gun
powder was all used up. He replied "rro-morrow I will 
give you a New Year's present of gunpowder." The Babis 
supp~sed that he had promised them a victory over their 
enem18~ .whereby ~hey should obtain possession of the 
a~lm,!llltlOn stored .n~ the ca~p, and accordingly were filled 
wlt.h JOY at ~he antIcIpated trIUmph; but lfa~rat-i-¥uddus 
smIled to hImself. N ext day they were subjected to an 
unusually heavy bombardment from the enemy, and showers 
of bombs and cannon-balls fell amongst them. In the 
midst ~f this lfa~rat-i-¥uddus came out fromhisquartel's 
and saId, "My men, this is God's New Year's gift, which 
He hath sent down from the heaven of glory and trial for 
you much-suffering ones." Then he added " Affiiction 
is love's portion," and recited the following ver~es :-

~ ~JIJu~l.i 4.6lj ~;c.; l~ ~ 1)')4,L..o 
I> 

~ l~ .n= v-h ~ lo4 ~l.o ~ cU IJ.A- .J-A.,4:. ')4 Uo:!' 
" We vouchsafe affiiction to none till we have inscribed 

him ~mongst the saints. 
This affliction is the jewel of our treasure-house: we 

do not bestow jewels on everyone." 

rrhen he instructed them to pour water over the shells 
as .soo~ as they touched the ground, and,having thus 
extmgmshed the fuses, to extract the powder with which 
they were filled. "rrhis," added he, "will suffice you 
for soon you will need no more powder." These word~ 
were understood by those most advanced in faith as signi
fying that their martyrdom was at hand' but the weaker 
bret.hren imagined that a speedy triumph was promised to 
them . 

. ~irza J anf adds. a good deal ~ore concerning the 
spmtual rank occupIed by lfa~rat-1-¥1lddus, making it 

1 My. transcript has....cr:!~, which the rhyme forbids. 
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quite clear that ~e. regar~s him as the ri(i'im, and as 
supreme in the spmtual lllerarchy, eyen above t~~ Bab 
himself who as is further stateu., reframed from wntmg or 
circulating ~nything during the period of .the (Manif?sta
tion' of Hazrat-i-Kudd'llS, and only after lns death claImed 
to be hi~seif the Kft'irn. 

I t was on the death of If aOfrat-i-I{ uddu~ also th~t 
Mirza YaQ.ya /5uM-i-Ezel fi~st rose to :prommence, thIS 
being the fulfilment of the SIgn of the fifth year ?f the 
ffheophany "a Light shining forth from th~ .Mornmg of 
Eternity 1." For nineteen days afte~ the tIdmgs of the 
death of Hazrat-i-Kuddus came to hIm, the Bab mourned 
nnceasingiy for him· and the other martyrs of Mazandaran, 
weeping night and day, and hardly tasting fo~d .. rfhe~ ~e 
wrote a form of "visitation" to be used by pIlgnms VlSlt
ing the scene of their. sufferings 2, and, ?,eing ~li~s~~f a 
prisoner, sent one of IllS foll?\yers. called &tyya(~ ( ~he 
rfraveller")3 to perform his vIsItatIOn by proxy, requestmg 
him to bring back a handful of earth f:om the sp~t ~s a 
present and adding that in a short wIllIe lofty bUIldmgs 
would be erected there in honour of the martyrs, and that 
frolll all. quarters' of the world crowds of believers· would 
flock to visit Sheykh rrabarsf. 

The Bab as Ka'im· the" Indian Believer"; and the 
.' " "Seven JJfartyrs. 

8. 

(OJ. pp. 241-244; 250-262, and 265-268 supra.) 

According to Mirza J ani, theB~b first announced 
himself as the I{ft' im 4 in a letter whICh he addressed to 

1 See pp. 329--330 supra. 
2 A copy of this is in my possession. See my Catalogue and 

Description of 27 BriM MSS. in the J. R. A. S. for 1892, pp. 

474-6. 
3 Perhaps the same Sheykh 'Alf Sayyal} who was subse-

quentlyexiled to Cyprus, and there died. See Traveller's Nar-
rative, vol. ii, pp. 352,361, 380-2, and 386-7. , . 

4 This is inconsistent with the accounts of the Bab s examl- I 
I 
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Mulla Sheykh 'Ali (better known as "Jenab-i-'Aztm") at 
about this time in the following words :- . 

~, , ~ '" 
~,)~ l~ .!J~ -' li.J"4'4 .!Jl~t Jo,S lit u~ ~ ut 

... ... 
~ u-o ..uJ} 4.lJ ujl~ ~ Jo,S ~4 ~Wt ~Jo.t. _ .:..w. 

...... ... 
. '*' u-,~~ ~Wt ~ -' ~ MJI 

"0 'Al£, 'Verily we have clwsen tltee for our work, and have 
made thee an angel to cry be/ore tlte I{a'im that he ltat/~ 
appeal'ed, by tlte permission of Ids Lord: tltis is of God's 
grace towards thee and towards mankind, tltat perchance 
tltey may be thankful." 

Here follows the history of the "Indian Believer," 
which agrees very closely with the account given in the 
New Ilistory (pp. 241-'4 supra), save that he is stated to 
have said, when brought before the Prince-Governor ofKhuy, 
"I am Ol1e who with the blows of my sword will do thus 
and thus," and to have subsequently gone to Turkey and 
there gathered round himself many disciples. . 

In the account given of the "Sevel) Martyrs" Mirza 
J ani corrects or supplements the New Histor.y in the 
following points. A rising of some sort was actually 
meditated by the Babfs of rreheran, though not on so 
extensive a scale as was believed by the government (cj: 
p. 251, S1tp1'a): r1'he project, whatever it was, was betrayed 
by one of themselves, and thirty-seven persons were arrested 
and cast into prison. rrhe. names of the seven who deter
mined to die rather than renounce their faith are given as in 
the J'lew Ilistory, save that the mujtaMd of rfurshiz is called 

I 

A~a Seyyid Mu{iammad :e: useyn. 'fhe prisoners remained 
in confinement for a week, and during this time Mulla
lsma'il of 1,{um ate scarcely anything till the night before 
his execution, when, though most of his companions cou1d 
hardly touch the food set before them, "some for fear, some 
for bewilderment, and some for ecstasy," he made a very 
hearty supper. 

nation at Tabriz (see pp. 286-7 supra, and Pra-v. Harr., vol. ii, 
pp. 20, 24, and 288-9), which took place during Mugammad 
Shah's life-time. 

N. H. 24 
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As regards the execution of the "Seven Martyrs," 
Mirza Jani adds the following particulars. As Haji Mulla 
Isma'il was led out from the prison, he heard some of the 
bystanders saying to one another, "rrhis is one of the 
Babis," whereat he laughed, and said, "Yes, I am a Babf~ 
and I am going to die for you." rrhe second mif}ra of the 
verse which he recited just before he was killed is given 
somewhat differently as follows :-

• 4 

~~, olCU,)''; I...S.P jl u-= "J'= ~ O~j 
Mirza J.{urban-'Alf's dying words are also given some

what differently as follows :-"Know that this man [i.e. 
the Bab] is He who is to arise of the family of Mu1).ammad, 
and we are his servants. Were I possessed of a thousand 
lives, I would sacrifice them all for him. I will return in 
the Returns of that Lord of men, and for us is reserved 
everlasting dominion and an eternal mansion, while your 
dominion and glory shall pass away, and the end thereof 
shall be sorrow and remorse." Haji 'Alf Khan's account 
of one incident of the execution (pp. 256-8) does not 
occur in Mirza Jani's history. rrhe reflections on the 
whole episode which occupy pp. 258-261 and 265-268 
Sltpl'a agree almost exactly with the text of Mirza J ani, 

. but the account of the Bab's precocious wisdom contained 
in the L.-codex of the Tarzklt-i-Jadtd (pp. 262-5 supra) 
is wanting. Mirza J ani addR that the Bab waR not 
informed of the matter at all, inaRmuch as he had declared 
the very mention of painful and distreRsing occurrences to 
be unlawful amongst believerR .. 

9. The NZ1'zz Episode. 

(Of pp. 115-124, and the second paragraph on p. 128.) 

The account of Seyyid Ya1).ya's conversion given by 
Mirza J ani has been already compared with that given in 
the New History (pp. 111-115 supTa) at pp. 347-8 supra. 
His account of the N iriz war, properly inserted in this 
place, presents the following points of divergence from the 
version contained in the Tartkh-i-Jadzd. On his arrival 
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at Shiraz on his way from Yezd to Nirfz, Seyyid Ya1).ya 
received by the hand of Seyyid 'Abdu'l-.'A~fm of Maragha 
a letter from the Bab, together with a talismanic figure 
(lzeykal) of remarkable size. When requested by the 
governor to leave Niriz, he answered in less moderate 
fashion than is implied in the first paragraph on p. 118 
supra, and only withdrew from the town, "because he saw 
the outward might and power of his enemies, and the 
weakness of his followers." In his address to the congre
gation in the mosque he warns all who refrain from helping 
him that they will be deprived of the interceRsion of his 
ancestor Imam I:Iuseyn in the Day of Judgment. Kuchak 
'Al:( Beg's narrative, quoted in the New History (pp. 124-8 
supra) as from Mirza J ani, is wanting in the text before 
me, as, of course, is the account of the second Niriz war, 
which did not take place till about the time of Mirza J ani's 
death (A.D. 1852). rrhe only other points worth noticing 
are that the confusion between Farhad Mirza and Firuz 
Mirza already exists in Mirza Jani (cf p. 120 supra, and 
n. 1), and that in place of the expreSSIOn "had lost two 
brothers in the earlier part of the war" on p. ·123 supra he 
has "whose brother had gone to hell." 

10. The Zanjan Episode. 

Of Mulla Mu1).ammad 'Ali of Zanjan himself, an account 
given by Mirza J ani in an earlier part of his work has been 
already noticed at pp. 349-351 supra. His narrative of the 
Zanjan siege, though comparatively brief, differs widely 
from that given in either codex of the Tartkk-i-Jadtd. 
rfhe gist of it is as follows. The Babwrote to Mulla 
Mu1).ammad 'Ali authorizing him to perform public prayer 
on Friday in the mosque, which he had for a while ceased 
to do on learning that the Bab had declared it unlawful 
for anyone to officiate at public worship without his 
express permission. But when Mulla Mu1).ammad 'Alf, 
agreeably to these instructions, repaired to the mosque, his 
entry was opposed by the orthodox. Thereupon a conflict 
ensued between the Babis and the Musulmans, in which 
the former finally prevailed over the latter, and installed 

24-2 
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their leader in the pulpit. 'PIle matter was reported to the 
governor, who inVIted Mulla Mul~ammad 'Ali to confer 
with him at his residence. As they could not come to an 
agreement, the latter presently rose to depart, but was 
prevented by the governor's myrmidons. 'rhe Babis, hear
ing of this, and knowing that if their leader were sent to 
Teheran he would be put to death for having returned to 
Zanjan in spite of the Shah's prohibition, attacked the 
governor's house and rescued Mulla Mul~ammad 'Alf, who 
thereupon occupied the citadel and the adjacent quarter of 
the town, where his followers entrenched themselves as 
described in the second paragraph on p. 157 supra. 'rroops 
soon began to arrive from 'reheran, and, as the position of 
the Babis grew more critical, some of the weaker ones 
began to desert, till only about three hundred and odd were 
left; but these were all men of proved courage" each one 
of whom," as Mirza J ani says, "could have held his own 
against forty." rrheir wives and children also took part in 
the war, crying out" Ya ${i!dbu' z-zanzan," and. attackil~g 
the foe with slings and the like. The refusal of Mir SeYYId 
l;Iuseyn Khan of Fir{lz~K{lh and Ja'far-l.{ulf Kl~an, bl'(~ther 
of the l'tinzadu'd-Dawla, as well as of some of the tnbes
men belonging to the 'Ali Ilahi sect, to act against the 
Babis is recorded by Mirza J ani as in the New History. 
rrhe number of troops finally brought against the Babis is 
estimated at 30,000, with 19 pieces of artillery. 

That Mulla Muhammad 'Ali did actually during the 
course of the siege address a letter to Mirza rl~a'd Khan, 
the Prime Minister, is confirmed by Mirza Jani, but the 
tone of this letter, as reported by him, is by no meam; so 
conciliatory as is that of the version given at pp. 169-170 
Sltpra, though the substance is the same. .But ~irza Ja~i 
adds that when the AmiI' replied "There IS nothmg for It 
but to kill you," Mulla Mul~ammad 'Ali addresse~ sever~l 
letters to the ambassadors of foreign powers reSIdent m 
rreheran requesting their good offices on his behalf. rl~hese 
accordingly remonstrated with the Prime Minister, but to 
no purpose. " I have heard," adds Mirza J ani, "that one 
of the things for which the Emperor of Russia found fault 
with the Amir, and which resulted in his dismissal, was 
this same massacre of this much-wronged people. rrhe 
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ambassadors of Russia and rrurkey subsequently came to 
see His Holiness' the Proof,' and conversed with him; and 
he made the following explanation to them :-' We have no 
political contention, but only apprize the Muslim world of 
the appearance of that Imam who vanished from us,and. 
whose return we expect. We say that he has now appeared, 
and they answer that we are liars. We reply, "By that 
same proof for which you have accepted Islam, the proof of 
which is the Kur'an, accept this person also." This they 
refuse to do. . We further say, "Examine the traditions 
concerning his Manifestation handed down from the Imams, 
and accept them." Sti~l they heed us not. W e f~rther 
say, " Consider the multItude of those who have beheved, 
and their godliness, piety, and self-renunciation." They 
return us no answer. We further say, "Come, let us curse 
one another 1." They reply tbat this is not permitted in 
their law. We say, "Come, let us kindle a fire, and go 
together into the midst .thereof1." They answer, "You are 
mad." We say, "We have witnessed miracles on the part 
of this man." They retort, ,. He is a sorcerer." In short, 
whatever we say, they answer beside the point.'" . 

The death of Mulla Muhammad 'Alf thirty days after he· 
had been wounded on the ramparts, whither, contrary to his 
usual custom he had ascended, and his burial in a deep 
grave by a w~l1, are briefly recorded. His followers, how
ever, t:hough deeply afflicted by bis loss, did not lose heary, 
and continued to fight with a courage which amazed'thelr 
enemies, "who knew not," says Mirza Jani, "that Almighty 
God Himself was their. Captain, nor :had. read [to· anyg~?~ 
purpose the text] 'Verily God is with the well-doers. 
rrhe treacherous promises whereby the Babis'Yere induced 
to capitulate, and the fate which they therel;>y mcurred, are 
very briefly described. The men were kIlled, some few 
being sent to "Damascus" (i.e. Teheran) to suffer death; 
the women and children were sold into slavery; the houses 
and property of the Babis were given over to plunder; and 
their dead were exhumed and burned. rrhe elaborate 
details of the siege given by I;Iaydar-Beg in the L.-codex 
of the Tarfklt-i-J ad£d are entirely wanting in Mirza J ani. 

1 OJ. p. 61 .wpra. 2 ~ur'an, xxix, 69. 
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11. ~llb~t-i-Ezel and Bella. 

We now come to what is without doubt the most interest
ing and most important portion of Mirza J ani's history, to wit' 
the account of the appearance of Mirza Yal}ya $1tb~t-i-Ezel, 
his election as successor and vicegerent to the Bab, and his 
relations to his half-brother and subsequent rival Mirza 
Huseyn 'Ali Belu!t' u,' Ufift. 'rhis portion, needless to say, 
lias been entirely suppressed by the compilers of the 
Tarikh-i-Jad£d, whose sympathies, as has been already 
shown were entirely with Beha; and it more than any 
other ~ause has probably conduced to the extreme rarity of 
Mirza J anf's most precious history, even amongst the 
Babis; for we can hardly doubt that the Beha'is would do 
all in their power to suppress a book which would place so 
formidable a weapon in the hands of their opponents the 
Ezelis. 'rhis portion, then, I propose to translate in full, 
with as much accuracy as the occasional corruptness of the 
transcript on which I am compelled to work will admit of. 

" Now the remainder of the history of His Holiness 
'the Remihder' f~ikr, i.e. the Bab] (may my life be hi.s 
sacrifice) is as fol ows. After the martyrdom of l!afrat·'l
Kuddus and his companions, the Master was filled with 
s'adness until such time as the writings of Jenab-i-Ezel 
met hi~ gaze when through the violence of his delight, 
he rose up ~nd sat' down several ti.mes, pouring forth .... h~s 
gratitude to the God whom he worshIpped. As for Jenab-'l
Ezel, the following is a brief epitome of mucl~ ~hat might ?e 
said. He is a scion of one of the noble famIlIes of PerSIa. 
His father was accomplished, wealthy, and much respected, 
and enjoyed ~he high co~sideration of the Ki~g and no~les 
of Persia. HIS mother dIed when he was a chIld, she bemg 
also of distinguished parentage I. His father thereupon 
entrusted him to the keeping of his honourable spouse 2, 

... 
1 So 1 understand the words ly' tl..olo.. u~' ~"~'" -', 

though they may perhaps signify that she was the first, chief, 
or favourite wife of :?ubl,l-i-Ezel's father. .. 

2 u:,,~ ~.P Ul i.e. his second wife, or rather, as 
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saying, I Do you take car~ of this chpd, and' seet.hat 
your handmaids attend to hIm properly.' The concubme, 
actuated by a sense of her own importance l

, paid no atten
tion to this; until one night in the World of Actualiti' 
she saw His Holiness the Apostle of God and the King of 
Saintship l i.e. 'Ali ibn Abf 'l'aIib] enter her house with all 
dignity and majesty, and bid her bring the child to them. 
When she had brought him, they kissed him and placed 
him in her hands, saying, 'This child is ours : guard him 
well, that he may come to the hands of our ./{a'im.' This 
believing woman thus continued the narrative. ' When it 
was morning, and I arose from this dream of bliss 3 and 
sought the child, I perceived that such a love for him had 
arisen in my heart as I had never experienced towards my 
own children. So I continued to minister to the child 
with the utmost faithfulness and reverence, until he reached 
his fourteenth year, when the Manifestation of His Holiness 
[the Bab] took place.' . 

"'rhis woman's beatified spirit in that same year was 
joined to God's mercy, and this narrative [above given] was 
related by lfa~rat-i-Ezel's brother, who was her SO? He 
too is a man of excellence, thoroughly versed m the 
Doctrine of the Divine Unity, endowed with all good 
qualities and laudable attributes, and entitled Jenab-i
Be/lit. In brief he related as follows. ' 'I busied myself 
with the instruction. of Jenab-i-Ezel. 'The signs of his 
natural excellence and goodness of disposition were ap
parent in the mirror of his being. He ever loved gravity 
of demeanour, silence, courtesy, and modesty, avoiding the 
society of other children, and their behaviour. . I did not, 
however, know that he would become the possessor of [so 
high] a station. He studied Persian, but made little 
progress in Arabic. He wrote, however, a good nasta'l£lf 

appears from what immediately follows, his lawful concubine 

(~). 
~ 

1 Sol translate the words Ul!, ..::..o~ ~~)I. 

2 i.e. the World of Dreams (A.a.;'., ..oJ~) . 
3 GJ. Gobineau, p. 277. 
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hand, and was very fond of the poems of the mysties and 
initiates of the Doetrine of the Divine Unity.' 

.e I, the author of this book, once met him. He appeared 
to me an amiable child. I subsequently enquired his 
experiences, and asked him, 'How was it that you were 
first drawn towards this society l' He replied, 'The an
nouncement of the mission of His Holiness took pla,ce when 
I had just reached the age of puberty. Not liking to follow 
blindly anyone of the doctors of religion, I made enquiries 
about him. At the time when my honoured brother used 
to bring the followers of His Holiness to the house, and 
converse with them by night, and read his writings, I too 
used to listen to what passed, till one time when they were 
reading a prayer of his in which the expression " ./i'a' aft ah, 
yfi Ilak[i'~ occurred very frequently, the attraction of the 
spirit of this word enthralled my heart, and love for him 
[whose words these were] established itself firmly within 
me. Afterwards I saw his [explanations of the] 'rraditioris 
of the Imams and other perspicuous signs, and believed 
with full assurance.' Although at the time when I met 

. him he had no very evident learning or excellence, yet his 
love was very beautiful. So great, indeed, \vas it, that 
when the order was issued by His Holiness the Supreme 
Lord, that is to say the' Reminder 2

,' for his followers to 
proceed to Khurasan, he r i.e. Ezell also resolved to go 
thither. So, having made for himself a knapsack, and got 
together a few necessaries, he advanced the foot of emanci
pation from the realm of Plurality into the plain ofU nity, and 
setout. Although he was not then more thall fifteen years 
of age, and had never travelled, and was ignorant of all 
the customs of the road, he went forth with perfect trust 
in his Beloved, and in obedience to his command. But 
when his brother 3 was informed of this, he sent and pre
vented him. 

" After a little time had elapsed, his relations journeyed 
into Mazandaran, and he too set out in their company, and 

1 "0, ° my God I"~ (u~1 4 olol;). 
2 fo; ~~, i.e. the Bab. 
3 i.e. Beha. 

I 

I 
I 
I 
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went to Mazandaran, that perchance he might proceed 
thence to Khurasan, though he had no equipment for such 
a journey. After this his brother [i.e. Beha] set out for 
the Most Holy Land [i.e. Mash.hadJ, and on the way thither 
met 'with Jenab-i- raM1'a \ with whom he tarried, doing 
her much service both there and at Teheran, and, indeed, 
providing her and her companions with the means of con
tinuing their journey, and bearing all their expenses, 
which certainly did not amount to less than five hundred 
Utmans. In short, he remained in Sabzawar tilllfa~rat-i
Kuddus came thither, on whom he had the honour of 
~aiting, and for whom he entertained the truest devotion. 
He became one of the most illustrious of the believers, was 
present at the disturbance at Badasht, stood firm in his 
love, expended large sums of money, and helped the faith
ful in every way. 

"After the collapse of the Badasht conference, which 
we have already bnefly described, Jenab-i-Ezel came to 
Barfurush, and on the way thither had the honour of being 
admitted to the presence of lfa~1·at-i-J{uddus. The n~r
rator says:-' No sooner didlfa~1'at-i-I[uddus see hIm 
than he rejoiced exceedingly, and, taking with him Jenab
i-Ezel, for whom he manifested much kindness and affection, 
he withdrew some little distance apart from the crowd to 
converse with him, addressing to him an exhortation in 
those sweet tones by the spirit of which the breath of .J e~us 
was inspired so that it was able to restore th~ dead to l~fe. 
'rhus did Hazl'at-i-Kuddus sow the seed of hIS love, wInch 
was the Para'dise of the Doctrine oftheDivine Unity, in 
Ezel's heart, inscribe on the tablet of his spirit the image 
of devotion and emancipation, constrain and attract him by 
the breaths of his inward and outward influences, and 
intoxicate him with a wine of alchemic virtue 3 which made 
him glorious in his time 2. Yes, 

1 It is worth noting the expression in the original, ~."... 
JJ~) ~u, ~~, as it shews that in Mirza J ani's eyes 
If urrat'lt'l-'Ayn held higher rank than Beha. OJ. p. 283 supra. 

2 1 am not certain as to the correctness of these last few 
words of the sentence. The original has :-

o,)~ ~J'.,) J') J'fLo J ..::--0;-, ~J'~I ~ ~~)I J. 
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'It needs a substance pure to be receptive of the liO'ht. 
Not every stone or clod can change to pearl or cOorai 

bright.' 

At all event:s he filled him to his fullest capacity with sus
tenance of hght, and Ezel attended him to Barfur{lsh, and 
there was presented to Jenfib-i-TfiMra whom at the com
m~nd of lfa~rat-i-lflldd1lS, he' condu~ted to' a place ap
pOl~ted, :;tfter which he did not, to outward appearance, 
agam enJoy the honour of meeting Hazl'at-i-J('ztddus 
though the palate of his affection was con'tin'ually refreshed 
by the sweet breath~ of h}s influences, while the eye of his 
holy heart was so Illummated by the efflligences of his 
secret splendou~s that from that day forth the signs of 
Beauty and Majesty became apparent in his august coun
tenance, so that aU the believers understood. 

"In short he was often with Jellfib-i-Talti1'a, and that 
Mother of the World fed the ehild Ezel like a nurse with 
, milk wlwreof tlte saVOltr altm'etlt not \' rocked him in the 
cradle of godly conversation and laudable qualities and 
taught h~m t~ walk. in ~h~ garb of cO~lduct assum~d by 
people of ~pflght dISpOSItIOn, untIl IllS frame gathered 
~trellgth. When /f(t~1'(it~i-lfltdd1lS, being then [besieged] 
m. the. Castle [of 'rabarsi], demanded help, Jenab-i-Ezel 
WIth Ins brother [Belui] and several others2 set out in 
response to this summons. On their way, however, they 
were arrested by the governor of Amul, and brought thither. 
One of the faithful known as Raji Kashanf3 related as fol
lows :-' I was with them. 'fhljtt night Hazrat-i-.bzel disap
peared. 'fhey broug;ht us to Amul and despoiled us of our 
goods. Next mornmg they captured H azrat-i-Ezel and 
brought him to the city. 'fhe townsfoll~ offered him many 

1 ~ur'an, xlvi, 16. 
2 Of pp. 64-5 supra, where, of course, all mention of SuM-

i-bzel is suppressed. . . 

3 This allusion might tempt some to doubt whether this his
tory, though unquestionably the 'work q noted as Mirza J ani's in 
the 'Parikh-i-Jadid, was really composed by him. But I think 
it probable on the whole that Mirza J ani either chooses to speak 
of himself in the third person, or that he alludes to his brother 
Haji Mirza. Isma'!l of KasMn. 

ARREST OF ~UB~-I-EZEL AT AMUL. 379 

insults as he passed through the streets and bazaars. '·When 
he arrived I beheld him joyous and wreathed in smiles. 
I enquired how it had gone with him. He replied, "As 
they were capturing you I concealed myself in a certain 
place. I did not sleep till morning, and when morning was 
come the people of a neighbouring hamlet found me out 
and captured me. They took me to a certain artilleryman 
who was the head-man of that village, changed my clothes 
for others, frightened me a little, and threatened to kill me. 
4t length he [i. e. the artilleryman] said, 'Take him to 
Amul.' I beguiled the way to the city, a distance of two 
parasangs, now with prayers in the Arabic language, now 
with the recitation of poems in Persian; and so a.rdent was 
I in communion and supplication with my Beloved that 
I heeded not a whit my bondage in the hands of the, 
foe. When we reached the city, the people cursed me, 
threw stones at me, and spat on me, while I looked on 
indifferent." , 

" At all events, they brought him and his brother [Behfil 
before the mltllfis, who, according to their belief, inflicted 
the legal castigation, besides which theysuff~red all manner 
of annoyances at the hands of the townsfolk, all of which 
they welcomed for the Beloved's sake. But Jenab-i-Ezel 
and Hajf Kashanf were not beaten. They were imprisoned 
for a while, but subsequently God, the Gracious and Loving, 
brought about the deliverence of each by some means. 
'fhey continued for a while after this in the confines of ' 
Mazandaran, and then returned to their own homes. 

"Hajf Kashalli says :-' I was in attendance on Jenab
i-hzel in Mazandaran, night and day, for four months or 
more, both before and after his imprisonment. He shewed 
me particular kindness, and I was one of his most intimate 
friends, and had full knowledge of all that concerned him. 
As for what I certainly knew of him, he was filled with 
ardour and ecstasy, and I found him ever disposed by 
nature to devotion and emancipation such that he utterly 
disregarded the world and its circumstance,' being wholly 
absorbed in love and self-annihilation, and occupied with 
praise. He shewed a wonderful attachment to /fa~rat-i
Kttddus, and used often to read aloud with sweet utterance 
the homilies and prayers of that Master of the World, 
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intoxicating his hearers with frequent life-giving draughts 
from the cnp of his influence. He himself used also to 
repeat and write original verses and prayers, but he ad
vanced no claim to be a "Proof." Sometimes he would 
guestion me about matters relating to the Doctrine of the 
Unity, or enquire the inner meaning of certain verses of 
the Holy ~ur'an; but he loved brevity and subtlety in 
explanation, and his delicate nature was distressed by any 
tendency to elaboration and prolixity, so restless was the 
steed of his understanding, and so swift in its sure and 
steadfast course.' 

"'ro be brief, his brother [Belu1J fell under suspicion, 
and it was said that he not improbably harboured designs 
of setting up a standard [on his own account J, and so 
creating further disturbances in those regions. rrherefore 
the notables of the district, such as Mirza Hasan the 
I't'imadu'd-Dawla's brother, considered it expedient to 
send him to the capital. About forty days after his de
parture the news of the martyrdom of llaf1·at-£-lf..-~uddus 
came to Jenab-i-Ezel. I have heard that after receiving 
~his news he suffered for three days from a violent fever, 
mduced by the burning heat of the fire of separation ; and 
that after the three days the signs of holiness (atMir-i
~ltds£) appeared in his blessed form \ and the mystery of the 
, Return' was [ once more] manifest. 'rhis event took place 
in the fifth year of the Manifestation of the 'rruth, so that 
Jenab-£-Ezel became the blessed Earth of Devotion, and 
His Holiness' the Reminder' [i.e. the Bab] appeared as the 
Heaven of Volition. And it was under this dispensation 
that the catastrophes of ' the Seven Martyrs,' of lJafTat-i
TYa{lid [i.e. Seyyid Ya4ya of Darabl\ and of Zanjan took 
place. 

1 By the appearance of these ((tlull'-i-l;udsi (u"".,).'; Jlji) 
the writer means that the virtues and gifts of the martyred saint 
If atrat-i -{( u,ldtis were transferred, according to the doctrine of 
the" return" or 1'ij'at, to SubZ~-i-Ezel. 

2 The title of Wa(~id (" the One") is numerically equivalent 
to Ya{~yli, (=28), and was consequently bestowed both on Aka 
Beyyid Ya4ya of Darab (called "the first Wab-id," " 1fT a{~id-i-
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"N ow when the letters of Jenab-i-Ezel came to His 
Holiness 'the Reminder' [i.e. the Bab], he rejoiced ex
ceedingly, and thenceforth began the decline of the Sun of 
'the Reminder' and the rising of the Moon of Ezell. So 
he [i.e. the Bab] sent of his own personal effects, such as 
pen-cases, paper, writings, his own blessed raiment, and his 
holy rings, according to the' Number of the Unity' [VaMd 
= 19J, that the outward form might correspond with the 
inward reality 2. He also wrote a testamentary deposition, 
explicitly nominating him r i.e. Ezel] as his success. or 
pVaU'], and added, 'Write tlte eight [unwrittenJ Va~ids 
of the Beyan 3, and, if "He whom God shall manifest" 
should appear in His power in thy time, abrogate the 
Beyan; and put into practice that which we shall inspire 
into thine heart.' Now the mystery of his bestowing his 
effects on Ezel according to the 'Number of the Unity' is 
perfectly evident, namely that he intended the inner 
meaning thereof, that it might be known to all his followers 
that after himself Ezel should bear the Divine influences. 
And his object in explicitly nominating him as his successor 
also was to re-assure the hearts of the weak, so that they 
might not be bewildered as to his real nature, but that 
enemies and friends alike might know that there is no 
intermission in God's grace, and that God's religion is a 
thing which must be made manifest. And the reason why 
[the Bab] himself refrained from writing the eight [un
written J vuMds of the Beyan, but left them to Eze,l, was 
that all men might know that the Tongue of God IS one, 
and that He in Himself is a sovereign Proof. And what he 
meant by 'Him whom God should manifest'after himself was 
Hazrat-i-Ezel and none other than him, for there may not 
be two 'Points' at one time. And the secret of the .Bab's 
saying, 'Do thus and thus,' while Ezel. was himself a1l:ioa 

avval") and on Mirza Y al).ya, $ltbl~-i-Ezel (called "the second 
WaMd," " WaZ~id-i-tluini"). 

1 o~ ~Jl.J'~; ~ ~ ~fol ~ ~~~ ~~. 
2 Of. Gobineau, pp. 319-322. 
3 Of Tmveller's Na}"rative, voL ii, pp. 353-4, and n. 4 on 

the former. 
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'Proof,' was that at this time His Holiness' the Reminder' 
was the Heaven of Volition, and Ezel was accounted the 
Earth of Devotion and the product of purified gifts, where
fore was he thus addressed. 

"In short, as soon as the time had come when the 
'E~ernal Fruit' [Thamara-i-Ez~liyyel had reached ma
tUflty, the Red Blossom of Remmder-hood [i.e. the Bab], 
casting itself from the branch of the Blessed Tree of the 
f,i{i'imate (which is 'neitlter of the East nor of the West 1') 
to the simoom-wind of the malice of foes, destroyed itself, 
and prepared to ascend from the outward and visible 
, World of Dominion' to the inward realm of the Mystery 
of Godhead. 'Wherefore it was that the accessories of his 
mar.tyrdom appeared in t!18 world; for it is sufficiently 
ObVIOUS that, had he not hImself been content with martyr
dom, none would have had power to harm him." 

12. TIle Bab's martyrdom. 

(Of, pp. 293,297-312 supra.) 

Here follows the account of the Bab's martyrdom, which 
differs from that given in the New History in the following 
points. The long narrative of "a certain man of position 
and probity who was the confidential attendant of Prince 
1:Iamze Mirza" (pp. 293-296 s'ltpra) is omitted by Mirza 
J anf. Concerning the four Babis imprisoned at 'rabriz 
(p. 297

A
supra) ~efore the Bab and his two intimate dis

CIples, ~f SeYYId :J£u~ammad Ijuseyn, called 'Azzz (" the 
Dear One ), and A~a Seyyid Ijasan of Yezd, were brought 
thither from Chihrf~, Mirza Jani thinks that all except 
Mirza (or MulIa) Mul).ammad 'Ali of Tabriz (the Bab's 
fellow-martyr) were liberated, and not, as asserted by some, 
poisoned in the prison. The Bab's request to his fellow
prisoners that they should kill him, and the manner in 
which the request was received by them is described as in 
the New History, but no mention is made of the letter 
written by Mirza Muhammad 'Alf to his brother. The 
Bab, it is added, was paraded through the town on an ass 

1 ~ur'an, xxiv, 35. 
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previously to his execution. Mirza Muhammad 'Alf was 
first tied up to be ~hot, and, just after this first volley was 
fired, the Bab exclaImed, as the body of his faithful disciple 
fell at his feet, u~ a~1 u,; ~I, "ThOll art with me in 
Paradise l

." Three volleys were fired in all' the first was 
no~ aimed at the Bab; the second severed' the ropes by 
whIch he was bound without injuring him; the third 
proved fatal, three bullets (" according to the <number of 
the letters in the> name 'All, which bears the' Support of 
Saintship , ") entering his body. According to Mirza J ani 
the Bab exclaimed, when he was seized by his executioner~ 
after his almost miraculous escape from the first volley 
"0 people, am I not after all the son of God's Apostle? 
Do not approve such injustice and cruelty towards me! 
Fear God, and have some shame before His Apostle! What 
is my crime, save that I have invited you to the knowledge 
of. God, and called you from the world of Plurality to the 
Kmgdom of Unity, and cast myself into affliction and 
suffering for your sake 1 " "And," adds Mirza J ani 
"he uttered many such pathetic and moving words fo; 
the completion of the Proof; but they produced no effect 
on the hearts of those cruel men." . -

The bodies of the two victims were exposed for two 
days, after which they were buried. Some of the Babis 
(not ~ame.d by Mirza Ja';lO exhumed t~em, wrapped them 
III whIte Silk, and, accordmg to the Bab s own instructions, 
brought them to $ub~-i-Ezel [" lfafrat-i- Wa~tzd-i-Than{"; 
see p. 380 supra, n. 2], who, with his own hands 
buried them in a certain spot mentioned in a traditio~ 
handed ... , ~own from. the Imams as the last resting-place' of 
the f,ia zm 9

• "'1'h1S matter 3
," adds Mirza Jani, "is at 

present kept secret, and it is unlawful for anyone who has 
knowledge of it to divulge it till such time 3.'3 the Lord 
may see fit to make it known." 

1 Of. Traveller's Narrative, vol. ii, p. 322, and n. 2 on p. 301 
supra. 

2 Of. Traveller's Narrative, vol. ii, p. 46, n. 1; and p. 1l0, n. 3. 
3 i.e. the site of the Bah's grave. 
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13. Events of tIle period intm'vening between tlte Bab's 
death and the Jfassacre of Telteran. 

Of the attempt on the S~ah's.life and ~he fearful pers~
cution of the Babis to whICh It gave rIse Mirza Jani s 
history naturally conta~ns. no account, since the author 
himself was one of the VIctims of the fatal summer of 1852. 
But of the two years' period of transition-I had almost 
said of chaos-which intervened between the Bab's death 
and this and of the numerous claimants to supreme au
thority in the Babi church which it produced, he gives 
a most valuable notice, which contains numerous data of 
great interest, omitted, so .r~r as I. know, by al~ other 
histories, save the HasM BtlusM, wInch a~ludes brIefly to 
certain of the pretenders abOl~t to be nOh.ced. Amongst 
these is Seyyid Ba~ir the I~ldl.an, whose hIstory, shorn of 
those details deemed unedlfymg, occurs at pp. 244-7 
supra. Of this P?rtion ?f Mirza J ani's hJstory I shall 
translate the more mterestmg passages, and gIve an abstract 
of the remainder. ." . 

"After the setting of the Sun of U mty, contmues 
Mirza J aui after a digression of one or two pages, "the 
Sun of Ete~nity [Sllctms-i-l!-zeliyyat, i.e. $ub!t-i-F?zel] rose 
to the meridian' the illumination of the rays of Ins bounty 
beamed on the }remples of the Unity [i.e. the believers in 
the Babi doctrine]; sturdy branch.es grew f~r.th from. !hat 
Blessed 'rree I; signs of manifestatIOns fructIfied;. wntI.ugs 
of new verseR were inscribed on its leaves; melodIOUS bIrds 
circled round it with warblings of ecstasy; the face of t.l~e 
earth of existence was decked and adorned; an~ the stam 
of ignorance was cleansed from hearts endowed wItl\ natu.ral 
capacity. And in the year '67 2 occurred the conjUnctIOn 
of the Seven Stars in one sign 3, and the fie~y blaze of 
sedition appeared in the world. '!1he full detaIl of .the~e 
( Manifestations' is more than much, but the followmg IS 
a brief epitome. 

1 See n. 2 on p. 273 supra. 
2 i.e. A.H. 1267 (A.D. 1850-1). 
3 The death of the "Seven Martyrs" is probably alluded 

to. Cf. p. 258 and n. 1. 

?ABfJ.l AND f;lUBI;I-I-EZEL. 385 

"The first (Manifestation' which took place \ in the 
seventh year [of the Bab's mission: i.e. A.H. 12671, and 
which was a branch growing forth from the blessed com
munion of EzeP, was a youth seventeen or eighteen years 
of age, whose name was Zabfl/, and whose trade was that 
of a confectioner [kannad] , from the reed-bed of whose 
wisdom grew sugar~canes of affection, and by whose sweet 
qualities the palates of the Children of the Spirit were 
gratified. So far as outward knowledge went, however, 
he was quite illiterate. The means whereby his 'Mani
festation' came about were such as he thus described. 
'One day I was passing along a road when my eyes fell 
on a youth whose beauteous countenance was wonderfully 
charming and life-inspiring. I knew not who he was, nor 
what his sweet name might be, but this much I knew, that 
he was a saint of high degree and a prince of noble cha..; 
racter. His cypress-like form was a manifestation of the 
Alif of Unity 3 

; his majestic eyes were as God's all-seeing 
Eye, which discriminates between every good and evil 
thing; his eyebrows were a noose to ensnare pilgrims 
on the Path of Truth; his delicate ears had received the 
attribute of God's Hearing, that they should hear no voice 
but his own; and his sweet tongue might be called the 
Speaking 'rongue of God, that it might judge rightly as to 
the right. By his sweet smile he introduced a new joy 
into the v~ry Essence of Heavenly Bliss, while by the 
angry contraction of his brows the seven· stories of hell 
were set ablaze. Each hair of his head was a fetter for the 
heart of one of his subjects, and a hope at which a sinner 
might clutch. His walking was the GloryoL God, his 
looking the Influence of God, his silence Wisdom, his 
speech Mercy. By his rising up he established a Resur
rection, and by his movement he accomplished the creation 

~ . 
1 In the original, ~jl ~c J~ ~c~, by which, I sup-

pose, is meant the band of Ezel's chosen and intimate disciples. 
2 Of pp. 139, and 213, n. 2, and Travellers Narrative, vol. ii, 

p.332. 
3 The letter alii stands for 1 in the abjad notation, and is 

also the initial of the word Ab-ad (one). 

N.H. 25 
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of aNew World. I said to myself. "Glory be to God! 
Who is this youth, beside whom the youths of the world 
would be as aged men, and before whose beauty th~ S.un 
in heaven would flee away in shame j whose best d~SCrl.ptlOn 
is in refraining from description, and whose praIse IS ac
ceptable only in his absence?" 'rhis ~uch I knew, that 
he had taken from me whatsoever I had m the hand of my 
being, and vouchsafed to me a dra:ught. of the wine of 
Annihilation. In this world of An11l111latlOn I knew that 
he was [Godl the Self-Snbsisting, and he the Manifestation 
of the Everfasting j the Mystery Uncreate j the Eternal 
Essence· that he it was whose will was the Will of God, 
that "~hen He willetlt augltt, He doth b1tt say 'BE,' and 
it is'." In short, after the moist mist of my selfhood had 
been dried up by the heat of that Effulgence, and I had 
won to the mystery of his Emancipation and Pe~fect 
Service, the signs of his Eternal Godhead became ~al1lfest 
in the mirror of my being; my tongue was loosed m verses 
and supplications at his. Court; and from him .to him I 
continued to cry, " Vertly I am God! Tltere 1,S no God 
but me!" , 

"When the other brethren heard this cry they were 
vexed and distressed, for, because of the benighted condition 
of their own souls and the duality of their standpoint, 
they heard it as the voice of another2, and so opened their 
lips in repu~iation ~f his [i.e. ~ab£0'~] wor~s, and carried 
their complamt of hIm before Ius Holmess [t.e. Ezel], who 
said 'I know him not' that is to say, 'There is no 'rruth 
bu t 'me and I am all' the 'rru tho Wherever the voice of 
the Tr~th arises, I am he whocrieth, since I beh01d none 
save myself. 'rherefore do I say, "I know him not.'" 
For in the beginning of his' Manifestation' he [i.e. Ezel] 
had said, 'Ask me not concerning aU1J/tt, for tltis is /01'.
bidden unto ymt,' that is to say, 'It is the Cycle of Mal1l
festation: open Truth-seeing eyes, and, wherev.er the Tr!lth 
becomes manifest, there prostrate yourselves m adoratIOn, 
and understand the meaning of " lie it is who is manifest 

1 :{{ur'an, ii, III ; iii, 42 &0. 

2 i.e. as the voice of one who still abode in his own selfhood 
and had not reached the state of "Annihilation in the Beloved." 
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in every J}Ianij'estation," and know that the root [of the 
matter J is in the Theophany itself: and in the claim " Verily 
I am qod" on the part of every soul. For the sign of' 
the Umty and the exemplification of "I will make thee 
li~e unto my'selj" is in aU thin~s; whosoever performeth 
faIthful serVIce, the tongue of hIS Godhead will be loosed 
while whosoever is veiled must continue afflicted with hi~ 
own sickness ... ,,, 

In short,. lVlirzaJani considers that ~ubl}.-i-Ezel, though 
outwardly chsavowmg the several' Manifestations' which 
took place in h~s time, really approved of them, regarding 
tl~em as enhancmg the glory of the Theophany centred in 
~Imself. " '~e adv~~ces a claim,'" says Mirza Jam speak
mg for ~ubl}.-I·Ezel, . and we love such as advance claims 
provided that they be sincere in their claims. And th~ 
proof of such sincerity is that if the claimant be not a 
"'p?int,:' [Nu!cta] , but only one of the "Letters of the 
LlVll1g, he must take upon his shoulders the yoke of 
service of the "Point" and of the Manifestation superior 
to himself in excellenc~, and speak only of his love towards 
them.'" "Certain of the brethren,however," continues 
MirzaJ ani, "who lacked understanding, not apprehending 
Ifa~rat-i-Ezel's meaning, again complained to him· of 
lfa;r((,t-i-~ab{~. He again said 'I know him not;' where
upon the brethren began to speak ill of him. Then 
Qa;rat-i-Ezel wrote three m{ms for Jenab-i-Zab{h who 
said, 'He means "Speak not [ma-gu], write not·[ma:~ivls] 
and consort not [ma-nisll{n] with the brethren." I consent' 
and shut the door of my grace in the faces of mankind' 
because of the perversion of the perverted.' This was th~ 
first wrong that the people of the Beyan did to the Mani
festations of the Blessed Tree of the EternaP, not under
standing that the more branches and leaves a tree bears 
the greater is its perfection, and the more abundant it~ 
fruitfulness, and supposing, poor unfortunates, that a tree's 
perfection is in the lack of branches and leaves. Such 
wrongs, at all events, are more grievous than the injustice 
of foes, since the injustice of foes conduces to the exal",: 

1 Shajara-i-rnubaraka-i-Ezelil/Ye, I.e. $ub}.l-i-Ezel. See n. 2 
at the foot of p. 273 supra. 

25-2 
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tation of the Word of Truth, while the injustice of friends 
causeth its extinction .... 

" Now the second of the Manifestations of the Blessed 
'rree of the Eternal which took place in the seventh year 
was the Manifestation of the Indian Seyyid, whom lfa~I'at
i-Ezel named Jenab-i-Baszr. A full account of his history 
would require much space, but the/gi~t of ~t is 3:s follows." 
Here ensues an account of Jenab-'l-Ba$'tr whICh agrees 
very closely with that given at pp. ~44-7 Sltpra. My 
conjecture as to the name of t!le dervIsh order (Daghdarf) 
with which he was connected IS confirmed by Mirza J ani. 
His age at the time he quitted India is given as twenty. 
There ~ is no other material divergence between the two 
accounts till we reach the point where the L.-codex. of the 
Tarzkh-i-Jadzd (pp. 246-7 supm) inserts a~ eVIdently 
spurious passage descri?ing Jenab-i- Bafi'r' s dlSrega~d of 
SttM-i-Ezel and devotIOn to Beha, wInch passag~ IS, of 
cou~se, wanting in Mirza J ani.. Jenab-i-Ba$zr's Journey 
to N tir in Mazandaran, and hIS unsuccessful att~mpt to 
join the Babfs besieged at Sheykh Tabarsi are brIefly de
scribed by MirzaJ ani. At this point. the two accounts 
diverge entirely, for while on the olie hand. Mirz~ J ani 
omits the account of Jenab-i-Ba$ir's death gIven III .the 
L,-codex of the Tarzkl~-i-Jadzd, on the other ha~ld he gIves 
a long description of his conduct and ~he claIms he ad
vanced which has been suppressed, eVIdently not by a 
mere oversight, in the later history. 'rhis account runs 
as follows. 

"For some while [after his failure to reach Sheykh 
'rabarsi] Jenfib-i-Bct$fl' 'was in the companJ:" of the Nctme 
oj the Afost AfigMy, tlle frIo~t Higl~ 1. In ~I~ bl.essed form 
he beheld the signs of love, WIsdom, and anmhIlatIOn. of self; 
and having apprehended the effulgences of the lIghts of 
Godhead from that Essence of the Light o~ Apprehension, 
he was attracted to him, quaffed succeSSIve draughts of 
love from the bowl of his regard, a~d conti~1Ued thus 
intoxicated with the wine of gladness tIll such tIme as the 
banquet of the garrison of the Castle [of 't'abarsi] was 

1 Ism-i-'A~am-i-A'la, or 'I8m-i-'A~f,m was the title borne by 
Mulla Sheykh 'Ali. 
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broken up in confusion, and the thread whereby that little 
knot of believers was bound together was broken asunder. 
'J1hen Jenab-i-Ba$lr, in company with Mirza Mu~tafa. the 
Kurd (who was habited in the garb of a lfalandar, and 
claimed to belong to the World of Emancipation; beside 
whom MajnMl would have appeared the sanest of men; 
whose tongue was ever rapturously reciting new and 
wondrous poems; who wandered continually in the deserts 
and mountains seeking for his Leyla 1; and who had be
come the devoted admirer of Jenab-i-Ba$ll', and girded 
his soul with the girdle of a sincere attachment to him), 
set out for the province of Gilan, from the inhabitants 
of which they suffered much harsh treatment, so that the 
people of Enzeli 2 thrust them forth violently by night 
from their town, and none would give them bread or water. 
So their burning sighs flew forth as sparks, and in a little 
while many of the people's houses were utterly destroyed 
in a conflagration wherein much of their wealth perished. 

"Then they ri.e. Jenab-i-Ba,~[r and Mirza Mu~tafa the 
Kurd] came to the land of ~azvin, where they made many 
disciples, as well as many enemies, for these, like the 
darkness of night, penetrate everywhere . . .. Then 
they set out for the' Land of Holiness' [Arf-i-{iuds, i.e. 
'J1eheran], so as to be near lfafrat-i- WaMd 3

, and he [i.e. 
Jenab-i-B((;$/r] obtained the honour of admission to the 
glorious presence of the' Splendour of the W orId' [Beha'u'l
imkan, i.e. Beha'n'llah]. On hiil arrival, lfafrat-i-Belta, 
to try him, began to display his fire and his wrath, osten
sibly shut the door of regard in his face, and absolutely 
forbade his admission. But as he, placing the foot of 
sincerity on the carpet of intercession, drained with affec
tion the goblet of affliction without suffering one sigh of 
complaint to rise from his patient heart, Beha, seeing him 
thus sincere in the path of love, and thus observant of the 
rule of constancy, removed the veil from the face of his 
compassion, and disclosed the countenance of his mercy. 

1 The maiden for love of whom Majnun became" the Mad." 
2 The chief Persian port on the Caspian, and the harbour of 

the town of Resht. 
1I i.e. ~ubl;1-i-Eze1. See n. 2 on p. 380 supra. 
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And the effulgences of Godhead from that 'Splendour of 
Paradise' [BeMi-i-Ri~van, i.e. Beha,'u'llah] became reflected 
in his ri.e. Jenab-i-Ba§{rr's] body of servitude, 

"Thereafter lfafrat-i-~abZll- one day entered his pre
sence, and, though they were to all outward appearance 
unacquainted, and ~aMZt was but a man of the people, 
nevertheless he had no sooner entered and spoken a few 
words than the breath of his influence so played upon the 
palate of Jenab-i-Ba${J"s heart that it took possession alike 
of his spirit and body, seized him in the grasp of the 
power of its loveliness, cleansed the mirror of his being 
from every stain of not-being, and cast thereon the image 
o~ its sublime beauty, so that Jenab-i-Ba§{r recognised 
wIth the Eye of God the Glory of God and knew Him 
through Himself, according to the purport of-

'I see the Loved One with the Loved One's eyes,' 

and of ' 0 tllOU whose E<;sence sheweth Tltine Essence, and 
WllO art exempt from all community of nature with Tlt.1J 
oreatwres. ' 

"In short, Jellub-i-Ba.~{r,impelled by his perfect jus
tice, took his stand in the station of Annihilation r of Self] 
and transmuted the poisons of affliction by the alcl1emy of 
love, till he was able to pour the honey of Permanence [in 
God] from the brimming bowl of the 'rheophanies into the 
mouth of Union, and the Essence of ~abZl/s Godhead be
came manifest in the alembic of his Servitude. 'rhen he 
announced himself to be a' return' of [the Imam] I:Iuseyn, 
which claim was substantiated by the production of verses, 
homilies, and prayers; and he wrote letters to lfafJ'at-i
Ezel and JenaJ)-i-Beltu concerning his manifestation. 
lfa~rat-i-Ezel in reply honoured him with an epistle ex
pressing his regards and his pleasure, as the superscription 
of which he wrote 'In His name, tIle JJfost Discm·ning, the 
JJfost Discm'ning' (~')ll ~')ll ~), and in the course 
of which he said, '0 Friend, we have elected thee from 

anwngst mankind' (V"'WI ~ .!,II :~; b "I .... ; ~ 4)." 
Here follows the passage already quoted at p. 338 supra, 

describing how Jenab-i-Ba§{J', while in the' Land of J{6f' 
(¥azv{n or ¥um), whither he went on leaving Teheran, 
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pretended to recognize in a dog which was howling outside 
the ~ouse the 'return I of a certain unbeliever, "After 
tl~~t" continues Mirza Jan.f, "he went to the' Land of 
R(ij (Kashan), where he alIghted at the house of Jenab-i
Nu~ta-i-K6f{ (' His Excellence the Point of KM,' i.e. 'of 
Kashan ') 1, because for four months they had [both] been 
gladdened by attendance on Qazrat-i- Wah{d [i.e. Subh-i
Ezel] and Jenab-i-Beh6 in the'Land of Nur [in Mazan
daran], had tasted of the wine of one another's affection 
and had so intertwined the cords of friendship that n~ 
sword of deceit could sever them. 

. "Now' His Exce~len~e the ~oint of Ka~' had supposed 
Illmself to be superIOr III statIOn to Jenab-i-Bas{J' but 
when he came within the sphere of his influence' h~ was 
attra?ted ?y ~im. And the symptoms of such attraction 
an~ IllumIllatIOn areas foHows, Firstly, that when [two 
belIevers] come to speak of the subtle points of the Doctrine 
of the Divine Unity, his rank is highest whose range has 
?een greates~.. Another ,,:"ay is that they should engage 
III a competItIOn of affectIOn, wherein whichever attracts 
the other has the greater force of spirit. A third way is 
that they should becOlne angered one with the other when 
he who is subdued is proved the weaker. To be' brief. 
although. ' His Excellence the Point of Kaf' was by far th~ 
more emIllent and learned as regards outward accomplish
ments and, power of exposition, yet so fair-minded was he 
that so soon as he recognized the illumination and superior 

1 I confess that I am unable at present to identify this' Point 
of KaJ.' Since KasMn is called "the Land of KaJ" (Arf.:.i-Kaj), 
it would seem probable that he was a native of that town; and since 
Mirza J ani entitles his book Nulf!atu'l-KOj, "the Point of KaJ," it 
would appear probable that some relation existed between the two. 
I-Iaji Mirza Jani had two brothers who were Babis, Rajf Mirza 
Isma'il (Trav. LV arr., vol. ii, p. 332) entitled .?'abiMp. 213, n. 2 supra), 
who died in Teheran; and Haji Mirza Al}mad the Ezeli, who 
was killed at Baghdad by the Beha'is. It seems possible that 
the former may here be intended, in which case he is identical 
with the ~abi{l, whose manifestation is described at pp. 385-390 
supra. 
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station of Jr!11lib-i-B(t$[r he becmnc entirely n.nnihil:tted ill 
him, althouuh many of his actions were [in appearn.nce] of 
an extremely mischievous character, and the very e~sen~e 
of I dark, dreadful, dire calamity'l was appare~t III Ins 
words and deeds, inasmuch as he was a type of the Gate 
wkic1l is inwardly JJ!Iercy and ontwal'dly of tile natul'e of 
Torment.' For this reason most of the brethren fled. from 
him notwithstanding which I His Excellence the Pomt of 
Kar" was steadfast in devotion to him, by God's hell?, 
shutting his eyes to the strictures of the belllgh~ed.' ,esp~cI~ 
ally on the occasion of the quarrel between Jenab-~- A-?~m
and Jenab-i-Bas{r, whereby the hearts of the brethren 
were torn [with conflicting ~ent~mellts J. -" . 

" Now the cause of tIns dIfference was that Jenab-t
A 'fam (sic) sn.id, I I at,n the Ga~e of th~ t\~O N!aste~s3, ~ml 
the friend of lithe FrUIt of the Eternal (z:e .. ~llbZl-z-E7'el), 
a,nd King Man~{lr\ and this by many explIcIt declarn.tlOl1s 
[on their part]; wherefore I should be obeyed by'you and 
all the brethren, and it is incumben~ up?n a~l III e;err 
case to humble themselves before me. 10 thIS Jenab-I
Ba:j{r replied, I You spea~ truly. and rightly,but tho~e 
things which form the baSIs of your greatness befo!e HIS 
Holiness I the Point' are two: firstly, that you claIm the 
position of Perfect Service and Proximity to him; secondl:y, 
that you assert that the true signs of !,he. Sun of IllS 
Godhead are manifest in the Mirror of ServICe III your soul. 
Both of these claims of yours are true, and you have, 

1 See p. 216, sllpm, and n. 1. 
2 i.e. Mulla Sheykh 'Ali .. 
3 Vej~ ",,:",l~. I suppose that the Bab and ~ubl).-i-Ezel are 

meant. 
4 I do not know who is meant by "King Man~llr" (Ul.b.L, 

~). I suppose that there is an allusion to j}[an:~ul'-i-lfall(jJ 
~he Sufi who suffered death for his words "An(i-'l-Ha~r 
(" J a~ the Truth "), and that this title was given to one of those 
who claimed to be Divine Manifestations after the Bab's death. 
I think that I heard ~ubl].-i-Ezel once allude to "Sultan Man
i?llr," and it runs in my mind that ~useyn of Mihtn (see Tral'. 
~Ya1'1·., vol. ii, p. 357) was so designated. 
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moreover, explicit declarations [in support of your claim 1 ; 
but I advance the same claim, and this standard holdS 
good [in my case also], and I think that I recognize my 
service and self-annihilation before the Glory of that Sun 
of Might as superior to yours. rrherefore the signs of His 
Godhead, to wit verses spontaneously uttered [ayat-i-fitrfj, 
which are the greatest of all signs, flow from my lips.' 

"Jenab-i-'Azim, however, hesitated to admit his claim, 
either from consIderations of expediency, or as a trial [to 
test the faith of the brethren], or because the contest was 
left undecided. At all events, as the conduct of Jenab-i
Bafjir was the greater stumbling-block (it being iJ?-wardly 
inspired by the Doctrine of the Unity, but ostenslblyop
posed thereunto), therefore some of the brethren comJ?lained 
of him to lJa:;rctt[-i-Ezel], saying, crl'he blind SeYYI~l has 
put forward certain ~laimi3, an.dact~d thus and thus.. So 
Jfa/f1'at[-i-hzell, seemg that m a tIme of apparent Impo
tence 2 it was his duty to make 'apportionment to every 
clahnctnt of his rights 3

,' issued a manifesto designed to put 
men to the trial, so that the state of every soul might 
become known to him, whether they possessed spiritual 
vision, or were impelled by a mere blind confonnity. No 
sooner was this manifesto issued than differences arose 
amongst the brethren, especially in the 'Land of ~ad ",.' 
where many believed, but some few remained veiled. And 
these differellces endured for a space of six months, after 
which they passed away, and the brethren were greatly 

1 By u~1 ~ I, "the blind Seyyid," Seyyid Bal?iris of course 
meant, for we learn from p. 245 supra. that he lost his sight in 
his youth. He was called Ba~il', "the Seeing" or "Discerning," 
because of his spiritual enlightenment, and it was no doubt 
because the Bahis regarded the claim which he now advanced 
as the sign of a benighted condition of soul that they thus 
renamed him. 

2 i.e. during a period of ' Minor Occultation' when the 'Sun 
of the Theophany' was no longer visible. 

'" '" '" 
3 6.i- ~~IS,) Jb "l~1. 

" 4 i.e. I ('lfah an. 
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edified, having apprehended the mysteries of the Doctrine 
of the Unity, and understood the Essence of the 'frial. 

"And besides these two 'Manifestations' which His 
Holiness 'the Reminder' [Jen(ib-i-~ikr, i.e. the Bab] and 
Jenab-i-'A:fim had foretold, saying, 'After me there will 
be two Manifestations, one the Manifestation of ij:useyn, 
and the other the Manifestation of Y al~ya, and neither 
will remain in the womb more than six months,' there, were 
many other 'Manifestations,' one in the 'Land of Ta' 
(i.e. Tabrfz 11; one in the 'Land of Fa' [i.e. Fars]; one 
III Baghda,d, to wit he whom they call Seyyid-i-' Uluvv 2[?]; 
and one A~a Mul).ammad Karavi 3["?], besides others like 
unto them, each of whom revealed verses and exercised 
powers of influence." 

We, in reading these pages of Mirza J ani's history, 
cannot but marvel at the chaos of "fheophanies' which he 
describes; but he, so far from lamenting the appearance of 
all these claimants, sees therein only a fresh proof of the 
greatness and dignity of the' Manifestation,' and calls upon 
the 'people o/the Furlj;an' (i.e. the Musulmans) not to "ac
count as a slight thing" a religion 'which could produce 
such effects. 'fhat the state of things which he depicts 
actually existed is proved by other evidence, to wit by 
~ubl).-i-Ezel's own reminiscences (Traveller's Nal'l'ative, 
vol. ii, p. 331), by the explicit declaration of the Hasht 
BiMsht (Tl'aveller's Nan'ative, vol. ii, pp. 357-8), and 
by the testimony of certain poems still current amongst 
the Babis, from which I cite as an illustration this verse 
only:-

A if ~ . 1 ~L cboJl.o d..o • i-I.:. · "'Y W. W J~ 
'" ". 

t t ~ ~ 

L 1...,:.,~ A. 'I o~ A. 'I ... - II. U·~ "'~ ."'YJ "'Y--

1 Mirza Asadu'll:ih of Tabriz, called "Deyyan," is probably 
meant. Of Gobineau, pp. 277-R, and Traveller's Narrative, vol. 
ii, pp~ 357 and 365. 

... 
2 In the original ~ ~, which seems so unlikely a title that 

I suspect the text is corrupt, though I cannot see my way to 
emending it. 

... ... 
3 ~J!J..= .,) 0'" 0 I 
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"By the Manifestation of that Beauteous Moon, by the' Am 
I not f' 1 of that King of Gods, 

All the Gods are gone mad with chantings of ' Yea,yea,.''' 

So likewise the author of the Ilas/tt Bihisht complains of 
Beha that he was not content with being God, nor even 
with being a Creator of Gods, but that he regarded the 
least of his servants as a Creator of Gods. In support of 
this assertion he quotes the two following passages from 
the poems of N abil of Zarand :-

... ... 
oMl .!.ll~ ~ J:.Jl~ ~~ ~"JI 

"Divinity entered the plain of His Perfection with lacerated 
bosonl; " 

and:-

.A':!I ~ ),J.,il ~ J U~I""" ~,~ ~ 
• 

U~I,J....O.. ;J..;..,j J~ ~ ~IJ ~ oJ~ 
"Men call Thee God, and I am filled with anger thereat: 

Withdraw the veil, and consent not to bear the shame 
of Godhead ! " 

Well says Gobineau (p. 337), speaking of theBabi doctrine, 
"P~rsonne ne saurait se laisser aveugler par Ie dogme 
unitaire au point de croire que Ie polytheisme n'est pas-Ia 
en germe, et en germe patent;" but even he could scarcely 
have seen cause to apprehend such developments as these! 

In the few remaining pages of Mirza J ani's history 
ouly one or two points demand notice. "'rhe Emperor 
of Russia," he says, "sent to the [Russian] consul at 
rfabrfz, bidding him fully investigate and report the circum
stances of His Holiness [the Bab]. As soon as this news· 
arrived, they [i.e. the Persian authorities] put, the Bab to 
death. [,rhe Russian consul] sumllloned A~a Seyyid 
Mul).ammad J:Iuseyn, the Bab's amanuensis, who was im
prisoned at 'fabrfz, into his presence, and enquired c,on
eerning the signs and circumstances of His Holiness. A~a. 
Seyyid ij:useyn, because there were Musulmans present, 

.... J 0".,. 

1 i.e. 'Am I not your Lord l' <P.~ ~I). Of ~u'ran, vii, 
171. 
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dared not speak plainly about his Master, but managed by 
means of hints to communicate sundry matters, and also 
gave him [the Russian consulJ certain of the Bab's writings l

." 

'rhat this statement is, in part at least, true is proved by 
the testimony of Dorn, who, in describing a MS. of one of the 
Bab's Commentaries on tl~e Names of God" (which he calls 
It Koran dm· Baby") says, at p. 248 of vol. viii of the 
Bulletin de l'Acadeinie Imperiale des Sciences de St. Peters
bom'g, that it was "received directly from the Bab's own 
secretary, who, during his imprisonment at 'rabriz, placed 
it in European hands 2

." 

'1'0 this circumstance, as indicative of friendly interest 
on the part of Europeans, .Jilirza J ani evidently attaches no 
small importance; and this interest he attributes to the 
fulfilment of certain signs by which the Christians expect 
the new 'Manifestation' to be ushered in. He adds that 
the Babi faith is not cOlliiue(l to Periiia, but that, as he 
has heard, it has many votaries in 'l\ukey, India, 'rur
kistan, and other countries, and that in Constantinople 
especially it counts numerous adherents. "I have seen a 
tradition," he further remarks, "to the effect that the 
Europeans will avellge the blood of His Holiness in the 
year '80 or '90 [i.e. A.H. 1280 or A.II. 1290J from the 
qnarter of the 'rurkish dominions." As to the final triumph 
of the faith for which, a few months only after he had 
concluded his book, he (lied a martyr, he has no misgivings. 
'1'he Shi'ite doctrine of Islam was the true one, but it was 
not till the time of the ~afavis that it obtained the pro
tection and snpport of a powerfnl dynasty. "'rhe just 
shall inherit the earth," and, though it be after a thou
sand years, the Babis shall in the end triumph over their . / 

enemIes. 

1 )Iirza J ani adds that, in consequence of this, AI~i Seyyid 
Mul)ammad I;Iuseyn was removed by the Persian authorities 
from Tabriz to Teheran, and there subjected to a most rigorous 
imprisonment. 

2 0.( my Oatalogue and Desc't"iption of 27 Bab/' .irISS. in the 
J. R. A. S. for 1892, pp. 649, and 650, n. 1. 

APPENDIX III. 

A SUCCINUr ACCOUNrr OF THE BABf MOVEMENT 
WRI'J1TEN BY MiRZA YAljYA $UBJf-I-EZEL. 

(ENGLISH 'rRANSLATION.) 

(For Persian text, see end of 1:olume.) 

"HE IS GOD, THE ONE, THE SINGLE, THE LIVING, 
THE EXALTED. 

"Praise be to God wllO ,is unconditioned and unmatched, 
wlw abidet/~ ineffable and 1l1lchanging, wlw endllretlt un
ceasingly f01' e'~'edasting. Glory ~e to Him: [Ie knowet!t 
best tlte beginmng and t/~e cOllcluswn, and He 1,S the Ornm-
scient, tile Glorious. . .' . .... 

" From tile Iwmblest and least [of mankmd] to t/~e most 
noble and illustTiollS doc tal)' (may God preserve ltim from 
sorrows and sickness). 

"The lettm· reached me from yOltr Excellency, and the 
hea'rt rejoiced at that wlwreof it took COf/1zizance ~n ~he 
burden of the discOltrse. pl)'aise be to God zn tlte . beg'lnmn~ 
and in tlte end, fm' tllat lie hatlt l)·endeIJ'ed attmnable. t/~~s 
good thing. FI)·om Hhn ,is tlw beginning, and lmto H'lm zs 
tile retU1"7l. He is the Firs~, and the La~t, the Apparell:t, 
and the Hidden: no aSSOCIate hath He lll. essence or m 
attributes, and He is the Protector, the PraIsed, 

" TIle first antecedents of tltis I nSltpm·able ]fatter. Some 
years before the Manifestation, His Reverence the late 
departed Sheykh A1}.mad of La~lsa I, .who ha~ for s~veral 
years dwelt in a garden at. Ba~ra, havmg prOVIded hlIns~lf 
with certificates of profiCIency from doctors of repute III 

1 More commonly, and apparently more correctly, Al,J.sa. Of. 
Traveller's Narrative, vol. ii, p. 234; and p. 339 supra. 
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every part of the country, went thence to Kerbela the 
Exalted, and there began to teach and to lecture. Now 
when he had inaugurated his work and teaching, a great 
multitude gathered round about him; and, since he differed 
from the Shi'ite doctors on certain religious questions, the 
Sheykhi School I came into existence. rrhe signs and 
tokens of this Matter 2 were clearly set forth in his treatises 
and books, in which also were contained certain trans
cendental foreshadowings. 

"After his decease, His Reverence Haji Seyyid Ka?im 
of Resht became his successor in his stead. rrhe fore
shadowings and declarations which he uttered concerning 
this Matter are recorded amongst his sayings 3; and in the 
latter time he was even wont to exclaim, 'Do ye not desire 
me to depart, so that the Truth may become manifest?' 
Thus was it till he departed, and the further development 
of the Matter was witnessed. And these two reverend men 
are known as the ,rrwo Gates' (Biib)\ and bear the 
appellation of 'Initiatory Gate of God' (Biibu/ lliilti' 1-
ffIu/faddarn), for thus it is written in the verses of the 
Best of Stories S :-'in the former time we did send two 
Gates, A4mad and Ka~im,' as you may see in that place. 

(( Now when the time of the Manifestation was come, 
the Lord 6 did reveal himself from the land of Fars. For 

1 Concerning the Sheykhf doctrines, see my second paper on 
the Babfs in the J. R. A. S. for 1889, pp. 888-892; and vol. ii 
of my Traveller's Narrative, pp. 234-244. 

2 i.e. the approaching Theophany, or Manifestation of the 
Bab. 

3 Cf. pp. 339-341 supra. 
4 Cf. Travellm's Narmtive, vol. ii, pp. 232-3; and pp. 332-3 

and 335-7 supra . 
.; Alfsanu'l-J.ci~a~, another name for the Bab's Oommentaryon 

the Sum-i-Yusuj, also called ..{{ayyumu'l-Asma. See my Remarks 
&c., and Catalogue and Description of 27 Babi JISS. in the 
J. R. A. S. for 1892, pp. 261-8 and 699-:-701. 

6 Thus, throughout this narrative, do I translate the title 

.,:.,~, which hitherto I have generally rendered "His 
Holiness." 

f;lUBJ.:I-I-EZEL'S NARRATIVE. 399 

after that His Reverence the Seyyid [Ka~im] was departed, 
His Holiness the Gate (Jeniib-i-Biib), who is Mulla 
Mul).ammad l:Iuseyn [of Bushraweyh], came to Shfraz with 
certain persons who were in appearance his disciples, and 
there began to teach. rro that place before the Manifesta
tion would His Holiness the Point sometimes come; until 
one day, when His Excellence the Gate introduced this very 
subject, saying, (Such an one must appear, and these will 
be his tokens,' and proceeded to describe the conditions of the 
Manifestation, His Holiness the Point said, 'Look whether 
these tokens be in me or not.' At this saying alone His 
Excellence the Gate understood, and, after seeing and 
hearing, believed in the First Book I; and for a while, in 
the words of the Book, 'None believed in the Bii save the 
Bin 2.' rrhus it was that he, winning priority in faith, 
became 'the First to believe' and 'the Most Mighty Letter 
of the Book.' For he was indeed a soul comprehending all 
spiritual degrees, and possessed of renunciation, learning, 
and worship; while outwardly, too, was no defect in his 
nature, and no doubt as to his virtues and wisdom. From 
first to last he fulfilled all conditions. 

." At length, little by little, the 'Letters' were com- . 
pleted, the last to enter being His Holiness the Sacred 
(Jenab-i-Jfudd'lts), in addressing whom His Holiness the 
Point thus speaks :-' 0 Name of the First and the Last, 
the Apparent and the Hidden l' ... &c. If God please, your 
understanding shall be with fullness of insight in the 
spiritual world. And this body of ' Letters' is called in 
the Beyan 'the First Unity.' . .. 

" As for thetnuch.;wrollged Tahira 3, she likewise be
lieved according to her degree,even as you have written. 
His Excellence A.lra Seyyid Yal).ya [ of <Darab ], His 

1 i.e. the Commentary on the Sura-i- Yusuf above mentioned. 
2 i.e. "None believed in the Bab save ~Iulla ~useyn." The 

"Letters" of the Babf hierarchy correspond to the letters of the 
formula "Bismi'llahi'r-Ra?w~ani'r-Raly,im" ("In the Name of 
God, the Merciful, the Clement"), of which the first and second 
are ~ (Ba) and ~ (Sin). 

3 i.e. I\urratu'l-'Ayn, called "Her Holiness the Pure." 
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Exce~lence 'the. Mighty \' and His Reverence A~a Muham
mad Ali ofZauJan, who was one of Persia's greatest divInes 
are to, be menti~ned in another category 2. A ~a Seyyid 
Ya~ya s aC~OI~phshments and. virtues 'were beyond' all 
bO~1lld and lImIt, and the case IS not as that historian 3 has 
WrItten. I take God and His Spirit to witness that it is 
sheer f~lsehood which he has written. Most of the people 
of. PerSIa ackno'~ledged his [A~a Seyyid Yal~ya'sl accom
p~Ishments and VIrtues. I myself in my youthful days met 
hlIn on several occasions at night in my own house and 
el~ewhel:e, and have. beheld his virtues: apart from what 
HIS Holmess the Pomt hath said, I have beheld with my 
own eyes.. So too His Holiness the Sacred (Jenrib-i
J[uddus), 11l whose eyes I saw that the whole 'world was but 
a~ a handful of dust. Some of the brethren in Mazandaran 
dIffere~ \ ~ccounting His Holiness nobler than all others; 
but. thIS IS another matter. And that much-wronO'ed 
rraillra w~s to all appearance perfect, endowed with virtue 
and learmng, and,[favoured .with Divine] inspirations; but 
men uttered agamst her dlVers slanders O'ivinO' vent to 
falsehoods an.d calumnies of their own de~ising. b I, for my 
part, be~eld m her naught but goodness and virtues. The 
late HaJf Suleyman Khan was, like his father and grand
father, of those who frequented the gate of the King's 
palace; a~d he possessed the utmost self-devotion, ex
cellence, VIrtue, and. loyalty. H~ spent many months with 
me, . and accompamed Ills Holmess the Point and His 
Holmess the .Sacred on the pilgrimage, and was with the 
Lord at the tIme of the pilgrimage. His renunciation was 
complete, and he attained, as you have heard to the rank 
of martyrdom, wherein he endured with' superhuman 

1 Jenab-i-'A~im, i.e. Mnlla Sheykh 'All. 
2' h 

'L.e. t ey were not included amongst the "Letters" but 
occupied a less exalted position. ' 

3' M' 'L.e. lrza Kazem-Beg, whose views on the character of 
Seyyid Yagya (Journal Asiatique for 1866, serie vi, tome viii, p. 
239). I. had. cO~lmtl1licated to ~ubl).-i-Ezel with the object of 
obtauung hIS opmion. 

4 Of pp. 282 and 336-337 supra, and the foot-notes thereon. 
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fortitude the darts of affliction and trouble. }rIay God slay 
those wlw slew him; evil was that which they wrougltt, and . 
evil what tlleY dec'reed! . 

" After the promulgation of the Matter and the affirma
tion of the' Letters,' the Lord set out on the pilgrimage; 
as it is written in their Law in the books that the Lord 
shall appear from Mecca and Medina and beyond Rufa, 
and his banners from Khurasan. And His Excellence the 
Gate, who was the bearer of the Book 1, and the rest of the 
'Letters' journeyed forth in divers directions and began to 
preach. 'l'hereupon did many afflictions and wrongs be
come manifest. For some they did bridle through the nose 
(among these being His Holiness the Sacred), grievously 
tormenting them 2. His Excellence Mulla 'Alf of Bistam, 
noted for his sanctity (for he is C the Saint of Khurasan '), 
set out for fJ.\ll'key, but was seized and cast into prison at 
Baghdad. Afterwards, by order of the Mufti, they sent 
him towards Constantinople, but martyred him with poison 
in a place nigh unto Baghdad which is called Bad-ra'i a

• His 
Excellence the Gate departed another way, and His Excel-
lence A~a Seyyid H.useyn of Yezd, bearing 'the Best of 
Stories 4 " went to preach at 'feheran. 

"The Lord set out with His Holiness the Sacred to 
perform the pilgrimage, and on the way Haji Suleyman 
Khan joined himself to them until the time of their de
parture and' return to Shiraz. ['fhere] ij:useyn Khan the 
governor and the doctors of that place did greatly afflict 
and oppress them, working manifold wrongs, even to 
decreeing the imprisonment of the Lord for a while. As 
his own words testify, on the' Night of Worth 5

,' when no 

1 Of Gobineau, p. 158. 
2 See Traveller' s Narrative, vol. i, p. 7, vol. ii, pp. 5-6; and 

p. 202, n. 3, supra. 
3 See Sir H. Layard's Early Adventures &:0., vol. ii, pp. 334 

and 337. 
4 See n. 6 at the foot of p. 398 supm. 
5 Leylat1t'l-lJadr, the night on which MuI:tammad received 

his first revelation, generally believed to be one of the last ten 
nights of Rama~an, though which of them it may be is not 

N.H. 26 
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[such] thing is lawful, they fell upon his house and despoiled 
It j and l,Iuseyn Khan wrought such wrong and hurt as 
he was able, until he was reproved in letters from the 
ltJzt'tamad l of Isfahan, who demanded by what right. he 
molested a Seyyid. So at length they thrust forth the 
Lord, who set out towards Isfahan, intending to go to 
Khurasan. 'fhere the ltIlt'tamad (on whom be the mercy 
of God) developed a firm faith in him, rendered him the 
utmost service, and asked of him many questions, to which 
he received answers. Amongst other things, he requested 

f
a treatise on] the' Special Mission' [of M ul).ammad] and 
divers] Commentaries. He also wrote to the King, saying, 

, It is not seemly for the State to fall foul of one individual 
and contend with him.' He made a feint of sending the 
Lord to 'reheran, but in reality caused him to re-enter [the 
city] by another gate, and placed him in the 'I171l'il'at-i-$adr; 
and he continued to manifest the most sincere attachment 
to him, and offered him all his riches, saying, "fhey are 
yours, and belong to the Imam,' so that he even took ofr 
the rings which were on his own hand j but the Lord re
turned them, and would not accept them. 

"At length the ~fu'tamad died, and his heirs who were 
of his kindred succeeded him, and sent the Lord to 'feheran. 
But when he was come nigh unto J.{azvin, news [of his 
arrival] was brought thence to the Vazir fUji Aghasi, who 
sent an escort under an appointed officer, to wit a post
master named Mul).anunad Beg with ten horsemen. So 
these escorted the Lord to his prison at Maku, and delivered 
him over to 'Ali Khan the Governor. But on the way 
thither Mul~ammad Beg became sincerely attached to him 
and believed, of which thing he was wont to speak often 2

• 

N ow on the way to Makll His Excellence 'the Mighty' 
(Jenab-i-'Aflm), and the,"feacher of Nul" (lJIu'allim-i
N{u'i) , and His Holiness A~a Seyyid f.luseyn accompanied 
him. [And he abode at Maku] till the matters there made 

certainly known. Of vol. ii of my Tmveller's Narmtive, pp. 
10-11 and 262; and pp. 203-4 supra. 

1 Minuchihr Khan, Mu'tamadu'd-lJawla. 
2 See his account of the journey to Tabrlz, quoted at pp. 

217-224 supra. 

I 
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manifest were noised abroad, and the Word was loudly 
proclaimed j whereupon [the administrators of the State J, 
foreseeing detriment to their a-tfairs, sent the Lord to 
Urllmiyya, whence they sent him a prisoner to Chihrf~. 
'rhus he calleth Maku 'the Open Moun.tain,' and Chihrf~ 
'the Grievous Mountain 1'; for there the place of his 
captivity was a house without windows and with a doorway' 
of bare bricks; and at night they would leave him without a 
lamp, treating him with the utmost lack of respect, although 
this was not customary. For a while, indeed, they dealt so 
harshly with him that they would not even grant him per
mission to shave his head. [So matters continuedl until 
the present King came to Tabrfz while he was Crown
Prince. 'fhere he made an assembly unto which he sum
moned the Lord, and there likewise they entreated him 
shamefully, until the Sheykhu'l-Islam led away the Lord 
to his house, and, with a company of Seyyids, inflicted on 
him what he termed' legal chastisement.' And [the Lord] 
made known the ordering of this in the Place of the Blow 2

• 

Shall not the cU'rse of God rest 'upon the oppressors? . 'l'hence ~ 
they sent him back again to Chihri~.' 

" The fi'l'st . bloodshed which took place in Persia. A 
certain person named Salil). 'fahir, one of the followers of 
the late Shey kh [A l).mad of Al).sa], slew one of the doctors 
of J.{azvin 3, whom he regarded, according to his own re
ligious viewS', as deserving of death. Suspicion fell on this 
sect, of which many members were arrested and greatly 
tormented. At length the murderer came and confessed, 
saying, 'I slew him; what have you to do with others l' 
Notwithstanding this, three others were sent to Teheran 
along with that person. Amongst these was one Hajf Mu
l).ammad 'Alf by name, a man of great excellence, who had 
several times performed the pilgrimage on foot; one Mulla. 
Iprahim by name; and one called Sheykh ~aliQ. the Arab. 

1 ,b...,lj ~ and .Jt..I.~~. OJ. Traveller's Narrative, 
vol. ii, pp. 276. 

2 i.e. Tabriz. This rather obscure passage is translated in 
accordance with an explanation given by f?ubl;l-i-Ezel in a subse
quent letter. 

3 Mulhi Muq.ammad Ta~i. See pp. 274-5 supra. 

26-2 
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All four of these they imprisoned at 'rehel'an, nutil A~a 
~aIil). 't1ahir, who was a native of Fars, Hed with his fetters 
and bonds, and they found him not. After that, with the 
compliance of the ~adr of :Razvin l and by his maintenance, 
they beheaded Sheykh ~aIil).· the Arab in 'reheran. And 
they brought fUji Mul~ammad 'Ali and Mulla Ibrahim to 
:Razvin, and there bound them to a tree. And 'all the 
people assembled, and each inflicted on them a wound, 
martyring them in the worst of ways. 'rhis was the first 
occasion of slaying. 

" After this His Holiness the Sacred (Jenub-i-l[llddus) 
appeared in Mazandaran, and His Excellence the Gate like
wise at the Lord's command set out for Khnrasan and 
traversed Mazandanin. 'There they met; and [His Holi
lless the Gate] used to sit above His Holiness the Sacred 
until one day he came and sat below him. 'rhe friends who 
were there noticed this, and all tendered allegiance to His 
Holiness the Sacred, until this matter was noised abroad, 
R.nd the Sa' idzt' l-' Ulama, a divine of that diocese, together 
with a myrmidon of the Minister Haji Aghasi name~ll\'lu
l~ammad, raised a tumult, and expelled him from thence. 
So he set out for Khunisan and ,vent to Mash~had, where 
the supreme power was vested in the Salar, who made 
display of friendship until such time as His Holiness the 
Sacred turned back from Mash-had, whence he came forth 
on foot. Afterwards he obtained a horse, and was joined 
by some of the brethren. His Bxcellence the Gate departed 
subsequently, and at every stage some of the fi'iends joined 
themselves to him. So at length His Holiness the Sacred 
came to Barfnrlu'lh, where the malignautsagainraised a 
tumult. Khanlar Mirza, the King's unde, while coming to 
take the government of Mazandaran, foregathered on the 
way with His Excellence the Gate, who was entering 

1 In reply to a question about this person, $ubl;t-i-Ezel sends 
the following note :-"'1'he $adr of I~azv{n, to whom allusion was 
made, was one of the dignitaries of the reign of Mul;tammad 
Shah, and a government official. His proper title was I;'ladru'l
mamalik, and he was a native of J5:azvin. I have never heard 
his foul name, though he [afterwards] lived in '1'eher~ln, until at 
length he was driven into banishment." 
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Mazawlal'an with over three hundred horsemen. Muham
mad, the aforesaid malignant, who chanced to be there, set 
the mischief afoot. On hearing [of the matter, Khanlar 
Mfr~a] ~sked,. ~ Whither a;e these people going?' They 
replIed, To VISIt Kerbela I. He answered, 'Let them give 
a present, and go. by s?me other road.' 'fo this [the Babisl 
agreed, and, havmg gIVen a present of horses, swords, and 
money, they turned back to Chashme-i-'Alf. When the 
governor [Khanlar Mirza] reached Sari, he gave orders to 
summon His Holiness the Sacred from Barfurush. So the 
state messengers brought him to Sari; but mid-way on 
their arrival at 'Ali-abad, a .heavy rain came on, and they 
halted there. 'When the ram ceased, and the weather be
came fair, they again set out on the road; but even as they 
reachec~ Sari ~!le ,post arrived from Teheran bringing the 
uewsof the Ji.mg s death. 'Thereupon the governor, con
cerned about his own continuation, departed for 'Teheran' 
and His Holiness the Sacred took up his abode in the hous~ 
of Mirza rra~i the divine. His Excellence the Gate set out 
for Barfurllsh. On his arrival there the people of Barfurush 
barred his way with guns and weapons. of war. A fierce 
conflict eIlsued. A certain marksman discharged a gun at 
him, the shot wounding his face and hand, and also inflict
ing a wound on his horse, and then fled. His Excellence 
pursued him with drawn sword, and he took refuge in a 
narrow lane' where the horse might not pass, making his 
gun a guard to avert the sword of His Excellence, who, 
however, smote him through the waist so that he was cleft 
asunder even to the other side. Thus the people of Bar
fur6sh suffered ashameful defeat, arid fled with one accord. 
'rhey closed their market and shops and houses, and 
suffered none to enter. His Excellence alighted with his 
companions at a caravansaray. Twice the people of Bar
Jur6sh attacked him, firing on every side of the caravansaray 
from all directions. His Excellence sallied out with his 
companions, and the fighting was renewed. Here again 
great deeds were done, and there were [ many] wounded 
and slain. Once more the enemy were routed and betook 
themselves to flight. " 

1 Of pp. 360-1 supra. 
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"At this juncture the Governor-general of the province I 
arrived with his horsemen. He enquired into the matter, 
and arranged a truce, whereby it was agreed that H~s 
Excellence should withdraw. One who was the General s 
son-in-law 2 went with him as an escort, and His Excellence 
departed with his companions. Now the day being far 
spent they alighted at Sheykh Tabarsi, and there halted; 
and, the time of prayer being come, they arose to pray. 
But a certain rogue of ~{adi-kala named Khusraw, who had 
followed them with his band, came up and demanded their 
horses and swords. 'Be patient in this matter,' said they, 
'and wait;' and so they again turned to their prayers. 
·While they were in the midst of their prayers, however, he 
again ungraciously interrupted them. . At length the 
patience of the brethren was exhausted, and they awaited 
but permission [to strike 1. Having obtained permission, they 
severed his neck with the sword and drew their blades on 
his followers. 'rhese all betook themselves to flight. Some 
were drowned in the river Babul; another portion were 
dispersed through the forests and there perished; while 
some effected their escape [and lay hid] till the time of 
their return and the· conclusioll of the matter: 

" [Meanwhile] other evilly disposed persons assembled 
from every quarter and carried off all the possessions of the 
Exiles and Allies 3 as a booty, so that when these returned 
they found nothing save the garments they wore and what 
they had with them. So they were compelled to tarry at 
Sheykh Tabarsi, and there they abode. And the officers of 
the troops for the most part did homage and made a show 
of friendship. After this event, His Holiness the Sacred, 
who was in Sari, came to 'fabarsi. 

"At this time the coronation of the King took place in 

1 The Sardar 'AbMs-~{uli Khan of Larijan. 
2 Sa'adat-I~uH Beg. See p. 53 snpm, and n. 1 at the foot 

thereof. 
3 Of these terms, JlululJil'in and .A n~al', originally applied 

by the Prophet Mul,lammad to his adherents of Mecca and 
Medina respectively, the latter here denotes the Babis of Mazan
dara,n, and the former those from other parts of Persia who had 
come thither with Jen{ib-i-Babu'l-Btib and l1a?1·at-i-({uddus. 
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'rcheran and the chief officers went thither and· came 
before tile King. '£here it was arranged that war should 
be waged on these people, and a certain 'Abdu'lla~ Khan, 
one of the best ma,rksmen of Mizandaran, was appomted to 
conduct the war with his followers. [So one day] at noon, 
at a time when there was a truce, and they were at peace 
with all and there was no war, these came to do battle, 
a,nd ent~enched themselves in the villages opposite. His 
Holiness the Sacred had ridden out, and was there stand
ing; and His Excelle~ce the Gate, on ~orseback, accom
panied by a band of men on foot with drawn swords 
hastened to fi()"ht with the enemy. The leader of t~e 
malignants was<=> slain, together with a great number of ~IS 
followers' and the rest fled without halting. On the SIde 
of the b;ethren one had his shoulder slightly grazed by a 
musket ball, but no other was wounded. 'fhey left the 
corpses of the foe as a portion for the beasts ?f prey:; and, 
as it was perceived that ~he ene~y w?uld receIve assIs.tal~ce 
on all sides from the nmghbourmg VIllages, that rth.mr. m
habitant.s] would join in the war, and that the bmldmgs 
round about would be made into entrenchments for guns 
a,nd musketry therefore they destroyed such villages as 
were near and began to dig a trench, to construct towers 
a,nd walls: and to collect munitions of war and men. . , 

_ "News of this was brought to Teheran, and the Kmg s 
uncle Mahd'f-Kulf Mirza, was appointed to the command 
[of the army] ~tl~d goverm~e~t [of the province 1, and took 
up his quarters m Vazkas wIth an army several thousand 
strong.. One night His Excellence the Gate?a!lle out and 
exhorted and counselled all the brethren, the origmal number 
of whom Exiles and Allies, had at first been somewhat 
()ver thr~e hundred, but had little by little, by successive 
reinforcements, mounted up to about seven hun~red, ~r 
somewhat less. Another time on a favourable mght HIS 
Excellence the Gate arose, when several. watches ~ad 
elapsed of the night, with the determina~ion o~ conquermg 
Vazkas, which place .he seized and ?ccupIed, dlsarmmg the 
garrison. The surVIvors took to flIght, and the governor, 
bare-footed and naked, fled to Sari, and there for the second 

1 See p. ] 04, n. 1 supm. 
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time began to collect an army. But ill this second engago
me!lt the enemy ~red a shot at His Holiness the Sacred 
whICh ~ounded ~llm so~newhat. His Excellence the Gate 
on h~arlllg of thIS, man;fest.ed the· deepest sorrow, and de
termmed to exact retnbutIOn; and countless numbers of 
the army of the malignants were slain [by him]. 

"At .length [the govern~rl, having again completed his 
preparatIOns, once more, WItIi seven thonsand soldiers of 
Mazan.danin, s~t his face towards Sheykh 'J1abarsi for battle, 
and .. ..pI~ched Ius camp. over against it. On the night of 
Rabt 16 1-A v1.:al 9th HIS Excellence the Gate, with all his 
own followers on horseback, and a number of the Allies on 
foot, went out armed to fight. rrhe battle took place before 
day-.break,. and several thousands of the enemy were slain; 
fo;' III theIr terror they shot one another down. Of the 
fnends [only 1 forty men fell martyrs, and ninety were 
wounded. Now of the manner in which the death of His 
Excellence the Gate took place there are different accounts 
~nd some ~aid that he b~ought it about intentionally. At 
a~l ev~nts Abb.as-~uli hlul,n, who was the chief of Larijan, 
hId lmnself amIdst the bushes of the forest and fired three 
shots at I-hsExcellence. In his own words he said 'I fired 
three shots, and two certainly hit; yet that brave ~an did 
not ~all, wh~reat I am astonished'; for His Excellence was 
of shght bUIld and delicate. At all events, two of the shots 
of that godless. man took effect, and His Excellence fell a 
martyr; yet, WIth a last effort, he came back to the castle 
and whe~l he re-entered it he still held his sword in hi~ 
hand, .nelther had he fallen fi'om his horse; but some of 
the fnends had borne him COil1pany. His Holiness the· 
Sacred commanded that he should be buried in a certain 
place, and there was he interred. His brother also \ whose 
age was somewhat over twenty, fell a martyr in that same 
place. 

. "AftOl: this ~isgraceful defeat, whereat all men were 
stncken ~lth palllC, so that the people of Barfurllsh carried 
away then: possessions into the forests, the army of the 
enemy agam collected a force of several thousand men, and 

1 i.e. Mirza MuQ.ammad 1;Iasan, concerning whom see pp. 87, 
93-5, and pp. 3;36, 363, and 365 supm. 
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made covered ways afar off, and built a tower of wood and 
other defences, and compassed themselves round about with 
a trench. And these contests were prolonged for several 
months, or [as some say] for eleven months, the difference 
extending [ even] to fourteen; while ever and anon a 
trifling skirmish would take place. But [the enemy] 
guarded the roads on all sides and prevented supplies from 
being sent in, and no man whatsoever might pass, and they 
made arrests all round about. At length a truce was con
cluded and they made peace, since by their own guns and 
musketry they gained naught save only defeat. Now on 
the side of the fortress of the Friends the [only] competent 
general had been lost, the munitions of war were completely 
used up, and for seventeen days or more none had eaten 
anything, so that they were an hungred. In spite of this, 
however, [the enemy] quaked and trefi?bled at those swords 
of theirs which clave men in twain, and dared not fight. 
So at length His Holiness the Sacred and the others came 
forth in peace and under a truce, and the enemy treated 
them with the utmost respect, and observed all courtesy 
towards them, pitching tents specially for them, and making 
preparations for their comfort: But, after shewing them 
all this respect and hospitality, they had recourse to guile, 
and said to the brethren, ' Your chief commands that, 
having regard to the fact that the officers and soldiers are 
apprehensive" you shall give up your weapons and depart 
in peace.' And so the band of faithful ones, being de
ceived, yielded up their arIllS to the enemy. The Larijan 
regiment, which, on their own admission, had certainly 
lost two hundred brave men and valiant yonths out of . 
the thousand soldiers composing their force, without 
reckoning camp-followers, opened a way through their 
midst and allowed them to pass; but all at once fired on 
them and slew a great number, causing them to drink the 
cup of martyrdoIll. rrhose who survived they divided 
amongst the different parts of Mazandaran, and martyred 
them at Sari, Barfurush, Amul, and other places, all save 
Borne few children of tender years, whom they let go. 
'fhey brought His Holiness the Sacred to Barfur6sh, and 
first of all the Sa'fdu'l-'Ulama tormented him with his 
own hands, and then the state executioner ·cut off his 
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head. ilIa,!! God slay tllem wlwresoever they turn away! 
And after his martyrdom they set fire to his body with 
naphtha, but it would not burn; and one concealed the 
body in a mound opposite to the house [of His Holiness]. 
llut another relates that they buried it in the mosque of 
A~a Zaki, in the midst thereof. But the other martyrs lay 
as they fell in the midst of plain or forest. Their Lord is 
their portion, and God Ollr Lord is Ollr pm·tion, and good is 
Ile as a guardian! rrhus did many afflictions befall the 
dwellers on earth. Wherever there was a poor unfortunate 
man they arraigned him on some charge, and he was made 
a prisoner to men's tongues 1tntil w/lat was accomplis/ted 
was accomplished. 

" At length the [Prime] Minister issued a fresh command 
in Teheran, and imprisoned a number of persons, of whom 
they beheaded seven selected victims at the foot of ,the 
gallows l

• Amongst these were His Heverence Hajf A~a 
Seyyid 'Ali, the maternal uncle of His Holiness the Point; 
Mirza l,{urban-' Ali, a well-known dervish, who was a great 
religious teacher; A~a Seyyid I:Juseyn of Turshiz, a great 
divine; Mulla ~adi~ the rrurk; a man of Tabriz; Haji 
Mulla Isma' i1 of l,{um, known as 'the divine;' and Haji 
Muhammad Taki of Kirman the merchant. 

i, After the 'o~currence of these events, the episodes of 
His Excelleqce A~a Seyyid Y al~ya [of Darab] and His 
~xcellence A~a Mul,tammad 'Ali of Zanjan took place. 
A~a Muq.ammad 'Ali had been formerly a divine of great 
eminence, and took a very prominent part in this Matter. 
Haji A~asiJ because of his fear of the doctors, summoned 
him to rreheran, and ordered him there to remain. After 
the death of the King, however, he returned to Zanjan, 
and there abode in his own house. One of the doctors of 
that place, however, who was the originator of the mischief, 
and loved him not, so brought matters a,bout that His 
Excellence was compelled to fight. Several times a peace 
was concluded, but at length officers and troops came from 
Teheran and made war for a Ipng while, even for several 
months, while His Excellence A~a Mul~ammad 'Ali, sup-

1 Or rather the execution-pole on which the heads and limbs 
of those who have suffered capital punishment are exposed. 
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ported by his followers, held his own with the utmost 
courage and bravery till he fell a martyr. Many others, 
too, were slain, and the rest were taken captive or dispersed. 
Of the soldiers also very many were killed, even, as they 
say, countless numbers. One of the captains of Zanjan 
was Farrukh Khan, brother of the late Haji Suleyman 
Khan, who had pretended friendship [for the Babi cause]. 
Although the Khan forbade him to take part in the. war, 
he refused to agree to' this, and went and entered in there. 
In appearance he was a brave youth; and while in a state 
of intoxication he attacked the Friends. who dealt with him 
as he deserved I. . 

" During the course of this war took, place the. episodes 
of Yezd and N iriz. His Excellence A~a Seyyid Yaq.ya 
with a band [of his followers] became embroiled with a 
treacherolls host at Nfriz, but the cause of the war did not 
transpire. At length defeat befell the King's army, and 
the enemy proposed a truce, swearing on the l,{ur'an [to 
observe it], and taking solemn oaths after their wont. So 
His Excellence came forth; but, after (thus] concluding a 
peace, they severed his head from hIS body. Now his 
martyrdom took place on the 2sth of Sha'ban 2

, one day 
after the martyrdom of the Lord. For the rest, it is well 
known what took place at Niriz. The Amtr-Ni::am, who 
was the Minister of the Court, stirred up all this mischief; 
until [ at length] he sent Suleyman Khan Afshar to Tabriz, 
and summoned the Lord thither from Chihri~. There, so 
far as could be ascertained on reliable authority, I:Jasan 
Khan the accursed, the brother of the [Prime] Minister, 
arraigned him, and displayed such cruelty and i.njus!ice as 
was natural to him. As you have heard, they lmpnsoned 
the Lord with seyeral others, after they had greatly 
tormented him. Aka Muhammad 'Ali the merchant 
made, entreaty, sayi~g, 'I desire to accompany you in 
this journey'; and though [the Lord] had sai~, • Let all 
have regard to their ow~ sa~ety, for the contIm~anc~ of 
friends is most to be desIred, . nevertheless he cned III a 

1 See pp. 154-5 supra, and n. 1 on the latter. 
2 In the year A.H. 1266 (July 9th, A.D. 1850). See Traveller's 

Narrative, vol. ii, pp. 45, n. 1, and 253-4. 
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loud voice, ' Veri(v AIllljamJnrtd 'Ali s/~all be u)it/~ llS £n 
tIle Highest j-'antd1'se I.' SO whell they wonl!i have bound 
t~em to the wall before the soldiers,his relatives said to 
lum, 'Recant, and say, " I am not of them," and we will 
deliver thee.' Bnt he would not consent, and said, 'If 
you love me, biud me opposite to the Lord.' 'fhen they 
bound him, together with His Holine~s the Point and the 
soldiers discharged their mnskets. Aka Muham~ad 'Ali 
fell a ma:rtyr, but no hurt came nigh the Lord.' Again they 
bound hun, and wrought what they would. 'fhe late Haji 
S,uleymau R;~an also was amongst the people with sword 
gIrt on, waItmg (for an opportunity] to effect [1 rescue 
when he felt in hImself a faintne8s such that he becam~ 
weak and insensible, and sat down for a while amidst the 
crowd 2. When he came to himself and returned to his 
sen.ses, he saw that all was over and everyone had gone, 
wlule the bqdy of the Lord was left with, the guards. His 
Excellence A~a Seyyid I:IuseYll, and one A~l'i Seyyid Alllnad 
by name, both continued in prison. A~a Seyyid J.Iuseyn, 
by ~he comll1aIid of the Lord as it would appear, recanted, 
saymg, 'I am not of them'; bu:t after the martyrdom he 
was filled with remorse, and desired to compass his own 
ma~tyrd?;;l. '11~le other friends, .however, prevented him, 
saYll1g~ I hat. tune has gone; WaIt for the pres\3nt.' Even 
thus dId he hImself write in certain supplications "which he 
sent to me :-' At all events thus did the Divine orderino' 
take pla~e; [I.et. us ,~ait and see] where it will finally end: 
-:lnd durmg hIS nnp1'lsonment the Lord said, 'Verily [$ltb~
z-J Ezel must preserve himself, even though none in the 
worlds believeth in him.' It is not because I cared for 
myself [that I avoided death], but thus was it ordained, that 
the things of God might be eshtblished and pretenders 
might appear, and hearts be made known. 

" Now after the catastrophe above described, Raji 
Snleyman Khan sent certain persons to obtain possession 
of that holy body, together "\yith [the body of] the departed 
A~a Mul.lammad 'Ali, and to deliver these over to him. 
And, because they had been commingled by the blows of 

1 Cf pp. ;301, n. 2, and 383 supra. 
2 Cf pp. 309-311 supra. 
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the bullets, they placed them in" one coffin, and so shrouded 
them. For this reason I also refrained from disturbing 
them, [and the other body] was deposited in the same 
place and in the same coffin with the Lord, until [both] were 
stolen l

• So far as is known, they had removed their shirts 
and clothes, as is the custom of the Persians, unlike the 
Jews, who cast lots for a shirt. And their underclothing 
which they had on, and which had been pierced by the 
bullets, Haj! Suleyman Khan brought away. Such, briefly 
told, was the Catastrophe of Tabriz. 

"'fhe martyrdom of the Lord and the events at Nfriz 
took place during the Zanjan war, until all was concluded. 
After this Catastrophe and these events, as well as before 
them, they continued to destroy the brethren singly in 
divers places, till men were altogether afraid, and the matter 
became complicated, until it came to the affair of Teheranl!. 
After the events in Ma~andaran that much-wronged one 
[Her Holiness the Pure] went to N til', and the people of 
N tir brought her forth, and sent her to Teheran. The 
King would not suffer her to be hure, so they imprisoned 
her until the' [time of the] events which took place in 
rfeheran ; for men were· made desperate by oppression. 
And such things were done that, as [the King] himself 
wrote in his journal, 'they slew them' (to use his own 
expression) 'as they would not slay any infidel.' And 
they brought forth that much-wronged ~1ahira from prison 
by night and compassed her martyrdom, [in different 
manners~ according to different accounts, even as you have 
heard. fhe truth of the matter is known only to the 
executioners, and to the actual rulers of that time, who 
were the King's mother, the Chief of the /ar'r(1slles\ and 
the Prime Minister. You are doubtless aware of the 
differences [in detail existing in the accounts of the events] 
of former days, and it is even so in these days. One cannot 

1 By the Beha,'fs. See Traveller's Narrative, vol. ii, p. 46, 
n. 1. 

2 i.e. the attempt on the Shah's life and the subsequent 
massacre of BaNs in A.D. 1852. 

3 Cf. Travellers Narrative, vol ii, p. 313. 
4 Raji 'Al( Khan I/(ljibu'd-IJawla. See n. 2 on p. 256 8upra. 
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se~ forth wi.th certainty the truth of any matter since 
[d~fferent wItnesses] describe it in different ways;' as [in 
thIs case] some have related. that they bound a rope round 
her neck an.d strangled her 1Il a garden. At all events such 
are the a~alrs of the world. Though rthe administrators of 
the PersI~ll Goven:ment] were forbiaden by the Russian 
and EnglIsh ~egat~ons. [to commit these cruelties], yet it 
wa:s of no avaIl. 'I he hke [fate] befell His Excellence the 
Mlgh.ty, who~e name was Mul!a Sheykh 'Ali of 'rurshiz, 
notwlthstandlIl~ that ~e .was .,vldely known and respected, 
and ,was an ~~lIlent.--~!VI!le, 1Il whos~ family men reposed 
confidence. Ihe lfUJlbu d-Dawla, ChIef of the jarraslzes, 
and .one of the clergy of that place inflicted the first blow 
on hnn, and [then others] tore him in pieces. So likewise 
did they rend ,in pieces His Excellence A~a Seyyid I:Iuseyn ; 
and the remamder of the friends whom they found they 
brought by divers methods to the rank of martyrdom. 

"'llhi~ recluse, because the oppression of 'the enemies 
h~d prevlOusl~ reached .the highest limit, and because that 
wIcked noble entertamed [towards me feelings of] the 
utmost enmity, used at. times to 'Yithdraw to Nur; for 
although. my place o~resldence was 1Il Teheran, yet, since I 
was ongmally a native of. N {!r, I thither transferred my 
abo.d~. One ~f my. ~elatlves [afterwards] occupied the 
posItIOn of Chief Munster; and I likewise had an uncle 
there .who ac~ed !lllrighteously, and sent a declaration to 
the Kmg, saylllg, Such an one has collected a (Treat com
pany to the nnmber of a thousand, and claims I':l to be the 
Mah.di a~d to exerci~e . sover~ie-n powers.' 'llhis the King 
credl.ted, and the ChIef Mllllster, who was one of my 
rela~Ives, and. who had from of old inwardly cherished 
feelmgs of enmIty [towards me J sent a special officer from 
'reheran with. an army. two tho~sand strong [composed] of 
two large tnbes, whIle all N ur sent auxIliaries of its 
inhabitants. Several thousand persons attacked' a place 
which contained. not more than sixty households, and set 
themselves to kIll and to plunder. But since [most of] 

1 i.e. Mirza Ta~i Khan, the Prime Minister. 
2 Mirza A~a Khan, the $adr. See Traveller's Narrative, 

vol. ii, pp. 374-6. 
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the inhabitants had fled, and I, moreover,· was not there, 
and all these accusations were false, certain officers had, 
ere the looting of the place began, striven to prevent it. 
Yet the nephew of the Prime Minister, whose sister was 
in the house of my elder brother \ and who was the chief 
officer of the tribe, would not acquiesce, and commanded 
the place to be looted and destroyed. So the soldiers fell 
upon it, and laid low what had been high, and plundered 
all the inhabitants. 'rhe officers took up their quarters in 
~y house and confined my wife in an upper chamber, where 
she remained for some days. They dragged men from the 
mountains in chains and bonds, and ma,rtyred two persons 
there, and carried off a number of divines, squires, and 
others of the country-folk in chains to 'reheran into cap
tivity, together with my wife; and the men they brought III 
chains and on foot. Although it was known to the King 
also that there had been no fault committed, that none had 
interfered with another, and that there had been no con
spiracy, yet, for his own ends, he enquired of naught, neither 
demanded what had happened, but only said, 'I give over 
the N uri to the ~adr.' The $adr too, by reason of his 
enmity, said nothing; so that tneycast nigh upon thirty 
persons into prison. Some few r of these] 8urvivedand were 
released, but the rest there quaffed the cup of death. And' 
my wife whom they took captive has by now grown old in 
Persia withou~ an interview being possible; while a child 
who was at the breast died from lack of milk. One would 
say that compassion had been taken away from amongst 
this people, and that they concern themselves not at all 
about any matter. 

(C So once more fresh troubles arose in all parts of the 
country, and some they took captive, and some they slew, 
carrying off their possessions; until at length they again 
made an assault on N frfz. For after the martyrdom of His 
Excellence A~a Seyyid Yal~ya the people of Nfrfz despatched 
the governor, who was the originator of the mischief, to the 
bottomless pit. Quarrels arose anew, until at length a 
pacification was effected. In the end they brought so 
many prisoners from Nfrfz to Shfraz that [their number] 

1 That is; as it would appear, she was married to Beha.'u'llah. 

,
I 
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was beyond all limits. And that crowd of captives they 
brought in to Shiraz in this wise: numbers of women and 
men, aged and young, bound in chains and bonds; and the 
soldiers :vith the heads of the slain set pn spears, amongst 
the:"e bemg the head of His Holiness A~a Seyyid Ya1wa, 
wInch they had brought from Kerbela 1 in such wise as you 
have heard. 'rhus did they bring these poor people into 
Shfraz, whence they conveyed them to Isfahan and Kashan, 
and l finally] brought them to 'reheran to the sound of 
dru~s a.nd trumpets, as they themselves related. It may 
be lmagmed what the suffermgs of these women and men 
were ere the end of the matter; such as seek for the truth 
will assnredly hold them in regard of their lofty view. 

" 'rhis is an epitome of the events connected with these 
matters; but during the course of the war sufferinO's of all 
kinds, beyond all limit and computation, came ~pon all 
men. Had the doctofFl of the age not differed at first, the 
matter was not of such a nature that events should have 
been thus protracted, or that the affairs of the world should 
have been thus disordered. 'rhis is nothing else than what 
God (to Him be glory) did purpose and will accomplish. 
God isoll1' portion, and good is He as a GUaJ'dian .. 

"Ill brief the people of N llr also are notorious for 
qualities of injustice. 'rhey wrought their own deeds and 
left for themselves a name; It is strange that all troubles 
should occur through a man's own relatives, even as the 
troubles of N llr were from N llr, and those of lVIazandarall 
from thence; and so likewise in Shiraz, Zanjan, and other 
places all the troubles were from the relatives of such as 
believed. 'J1he troubles of Persia in the first instance were 
for the most part from Haji Aghasi, and the deeds and 
actions from the Amir Ni~am. 'rhe latter, indeed, did not 
fan short in cruelty, oppression, and rejection of the truth. 
He continued for three years, and his brother also wrought 
great injustice, for he it was who effected the Lord's 
martyrdom, until at length he entered into everlasting hell 
and fire eternal. All tkis [was done] for the sake of a 

1 I suppose that the name "Kerbela" is here used meta
phorically for N iriz, the place of Seyyid YaJ:.:tya's martyrdom, 
just as by Mirza J ani it is used for 1'abars1. Cf p. 337 supra. 
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few brieJ days or for [transitory] wealth and provision ; 
'but the life of the world is naught but a [precarious] 
provision compared to the Hereafter' 1; and the decision 
restetlt witlt God, the Lord of the worlds. 

" A copy of the verses which were obliterated from the 
first and second pages II is forwarded [herewith] to Your 
Excellency. Please God it will be found correct. As to 
what you spoke of touching that much-wronged one 8

, it is 
the writing of Her Holiness the Pure and her letter. 'rhat 
you may not be disappointed, an Epistle in the blessed 
writing of His Holiness the Point is rherewith] sentt. 
Please God you will preserve it carefuI1y. As for the 
Letters of the Living, concerning whom you asked, most of 
them were martyred in Mazandaran; but some few, as it 
appears, were excepted, and did not suffer martyrdom there. 
But the matter is established in the Name of the First and 
,of the Last, and is sufficiently represented by the word 
Ifayy [Living]. The full elucidation thereof is' not con
tained in the Beyan lS

• As for the histories which have 
been written, their truth and falsehood will be apparent 
in their .attitudes. In every Way it is thus, and in every 
Path and Law there appear many differences whereof the 
removal is difficult ; neither were the events of this matter 
so circumscribed [that it should be otherwise in' this case]. 
Naturally a movement whereof the incidents extend over 
many years needs many historians to collect the facts, and 
the L different] ~ccounts of [ different] men, so that the false 

1 J>: ur'an, xiii, 26. 
2 Of a MS. which had been sent to me a short time previously 

by ~ub~-i-Ezel, and which had suffered a trifling injury .. 
3 i.e. J>:urratu'l-'Ayn. Allusion is made to a letter from her to 

.Jenab-i-'A~fm which ~ubJ:.:t-i-Ezel had sent to me, and of which a 
fac-simile is contained in this volume. I at first supposed it to 
be the Bab's autograph: hence ~ublt-i-Ezel's expression "that 
you may not be disappointed." 

4 Of this also a fac-simile is contained in this volum~. 
6 I had asked for a complete list of the 18 "Letters" who, 

with the Bab, constituted the hierarchy of 19 known as the 
'''First Unity" (Va,~id-i-avval). 

N. H. 
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and the true may become known. And God knoweth best 
in the worlds. 

C( As for the visitation of which you spokeI, the special 
~ct is c?mpleted iJ?- t~e intention; eveJ?- as you did outwardly 
mtend It, so was It mwardly accomplIshed, and the virtue 
of desiring is more excellent than attaining. Assuredly 
you are exalted [thereby]; thm'e is gain in your traffic and 
blessing th~r,ein.Having reached Tabarsf, it is as though 
you had vIsIted all other places. 'rhe prayer of visitation 
especially intended for that place is written in the book II 
which will reach you this time; peruse it. 

" Yes, had men possessed discernment they would not 
h~ve been like the Jewish people that they should hang 
~lm whom they sought, and do tho~e deeds [which they 
dId]. May God CltrSe tkem for tlte~r unbelief, and slay 
tkem! As for the dispositions which [His Holiness the 
P?int] made, at all times, even from the beginning, certain 
hmts were current, but at first [mariy] sayings were uncom
prehended, though some were understood. But after his 
ascensionS it became evident what was intended: and tllis 
God witnesseth and knoweth. 'l'hus in certain passages of 
the Persian Beyan it was signified that he was not far from 
his asce1;1sion .. Assuredly if you search all his writings 
these thmgs wIll become clearly known, and the sublime 
foreshadowings of the Lord will be apparent. Should it be 
so decreed, a portion of the writings of His Holiness the 
S~cred w:ill be sent for :you to p~ruse4. Please God you 
WIll co~tmue enthroned m the heIghts of glory and wisdom, 
and wIll under no circumstances expunge this pilgrim of 
the land of affliction from the regard of your sight, but will 
ever remember him with letters. 'rhis recluse also will not 

1 i.e. the visitation of the Bab's house at Shfraz from which , , 
by an unfortunate accident, I was debarred. 

2 See my Catalogue and Description of 27 BaM NSS. in the 
J. R. A. S. for 1892, pp. 471 and 474-6. 

3 i.e. his martyrdom. 
4 These were subsequently sent. See my Oatalogue and 

Description of 27 BaM NSS. in the J. R. A. S. for 1892, pp. 
483-7. 

! I 
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forget your ~llustrious person until God shall accomplish 
what He w~ll, and s!tall effect what He purposeth I. To 
eacl~ one is an appointed time with thy Lord, and God 
wottetl" best .of those rightly directed. Verily there is no 
powe?, save ~n God, to Whom be glory: unto Him is the 
passzng of all on a day near at hand. A day WllereQn it 
shall be decided according to tke right, and whereon judge
m~nt shall be p?,onounced accor~in.g to justice. Glory be to 
H~m ! To H'tm belongetlt domww'Jl. and decree, and verily 
l!e. ~:s Mighty, the Witness of all tkings. He knoweth wltat 
'is zn the !leavens and t!te earth, and what is betwixt tltem' 
He witnesseth e'Derything; and with Him is a Record kept. 
In Hi~ kand are the destinies of all tkings, and verily thy 
Lor,d 'tS Powerful, All-encompassing. And verily He is 
Wzse and !nformed. Wh~soe'Der seeketh kelp from Him, it 
sufficeth h'tm; and He ra'tseth up whom He wilkth to a
lofty height. Praise be to God, the Lord qf the worlds. 

He who prayeth [for you] 

~UBlf-I-EZEL. 

[Po S.] "One IJasan by name, who, with his regiment, 
effected the .shooting of the ~ord. was appointed to 
Mul}.ammara III the Anglo-Persian war. Although he 
shattered, the war-ships with cannons and bullets, at length 
some of the English gunners struck his head with a cannon
ball and despatched him to hell. This help, too, was from 
the English. And tke final 'Dietary is to sue!t as stri'De [for 

_ God]." 

1 i.e. until I die. 

27-2 
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APPEND IX 'IV. 

ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS AND FAG-SIMILES. 

'fHESE fac-similes, reprodu?ed with adm!rable fidelity 
from the original documents m my posseSSIOn (for all of 
which I am indebted to the kindness of ~ubl~-i-EzeQ ?y the 
Cambridge Engraving Company, under ~h~ superV1SIOn ?f 
my friend Mr A. G. Dew-Smith of Tflluty College, wIll 
enable all who are interested in the history of the B~bf 
reli~ion to satisfy their curiosity as .to the style all.d ~CrIpt 
of Its Fpunder of his amanuenSIS and most mtunate 
disciple A~a Seyyid I:Iuseyn of Yez~, of his successor Mirza 
Yal)ya $Ub!l-i-E~el, and of the Immortal poe~ess and 
heroine Kurratu I-CAyn. I account myself slIl~ularly 
fortunate 'in being the possessor of treasu.r~s so prIceless, 
and I rejoice to think that should the .ongmals,br: some 
evil chance perish by one of those aCCIdents to whIch ~ll 
documents 'are more or less liable, their form at least WIll 
be preserved in these pages. . . . 

With regard to the documents I~ questI?n, theIr repro
ductions in type, and the translatIOns wluch I have at
temp~,ed to make of them, a few words are nec~ssary. " . 

No. I, the Bab's epistle to Mulla Sh.eykh Ali Jenab-z
'Aztm, was sent to me by $uhl~-i-Ezelln Decembe~ ~88~, 
enclosed in the letter translated above. ~ts authe~tIcity IS 
certified not only in the concluding portIOn of thIS !etter, 
but also in Subh-i-Ezel's endorsement. In the deCIpher
ment of this 'document (which, compared to Nos. III and 
IV, is legibility itself) I have had to trust to my own 
unaided powers, and, though I have done my. best, and 
spent no small pains on it, I am not perfectly sa~Isfied as to 
the correctness of either my text or my translatIOn. . 

No. II, ~ubl).-i-Ezel's copy of th~ do~ument ,~herem tl~e 
Bab nominated him to the succeSSIOn, IS so legIble that It 
would have been superfluous to print the text, besi~es 
which I have already published both text and translatIOn 

, -
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at pp. 996-7 of the Journal oj the Royal Asiatic Society 
for 1889. rrhis document was enclosed in the first letter 
which I received from Captain Young (till lately Com
missioner of Famagusta in Crprus), dated July 29th, 1889. 

No. III, Seyyid I:Iuseyn s letter to fC the Name of the 
Supreme" (apparently Hajf Seyyid CAli, the Bab's uncle) 
was given to me by ~Ilbl~-i-Ezel during my visit to Fama
gusta in April 1890. Its decipherment proved so difficult 
that I sent a photograph of it to Sheykh A--, my Ezelf 
correspondent in Constantinople, and requested him to 
supply me with 3 legible transcript, which he was kind 
enough to do. This transcript, which I have ventured to 
deviate from in only two instances, both of which are noted 
in tlJ-eir proper place, ha.s enabled me easily to follow the 
original. For explanations of certain difficult expressions 
and allusions given in the foot-notes I am indebted to 
~ubl~-i-Ezel, to whom I addressed enquiries which he 
answered in a letter dated Mul).arram 12, A.H. 1309 (Aug. 
18, A.D. 1891). 

No. IV, l.{urratu'I-CAyn's epistle to cCJenab-i-CAf{m," is 
perhaps the most difficllit both to read and to understand. 
$ubl~-i-Ezel, however, recognizing the first of these dif
ficulties, enclosed with it, in the letter of October 1889 
which accompanied it, a perfectly legible transcript, which I 
have followed, comparing it word by word with the original. 
Some, but not nearly all, of the difficult expressions with 
which it teems were further explained by him, as set forth 
in the foot-notes to the translation, in the letter of August 
18, 18.91 above referred to. - l.{urratu'I-CAyn's letter con
sists of two parts, of which the second, beginning at the 
words u,il1 ~.:U)-' ":-,,I~ ("Reply to the second sheet "), is 
even harder to understand than the first; so much so that 
1 have despaired of rendering it into English, and ac
cordingly otfer as a sufficient specimen of Jenab-i-'fahira's 
epistolary style a translation of the first part only, which, 
besides being relatively intelligible, appears, from certain 
expressions which occur in it, to refer to some crisis which 
gives it a special interest. 

As regards the translations, I must crave the in
dulgence both of the scholar ang of the ordinary reader; 
of the former, for the inaccuracies ,vhich I cannot hope to 
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have altogether escaped; of the latter, for the cramped 
and awkward English which I have found it impossible to 
avoid without departing further from the originals than 
appeared to me permissible. Almost all Babi writings, 
save those intended for circulation beyond the limits of the 
Babf church, are more or less obscure. 'J.lhis obscurity, 
especially in the case of their Arabic writings, arises in 
part from a certain want of dexterity in the manipulation 
of the language \ but it is in large measure intentional, and 
is designed to prevent the uninitiated reader from penetra
ting the true sense of the words he reads. In the case of 
letters such as those which I now publish the difficulty is 
enormously increased by our total ignorance of the par
ticular circumstances under which they were written; for 
whereas a general' epistle would presumably at least be 
comprehensible to any learned Babi, a private letter might 
easily contain expressions and allusions which none could 
understand save the person addressed, or such as were 

1 The profound contempt for grammar entertained by the 
Bah and his earlier followers is shewn not only by the writings 
themselves, and' by a passage in the Persian Beyan cited by 
Baron Rosen at the foot of p. 3 of vol. iii of the Oollections Scien
tifiques de l'Institut des Langues Orientales (Man1lscrits Persans), 
but by the following passage from the Haskt Bihiskt;-

... 
" ~1 ~~ ~1 .;..a.:.b ~lc:-Jl ~~ JF1 '-.S,.L-
,-...i jl •. 1o,,:,jJ'~ ~ 0-:11 -' ..,J...Jj~~ .JA- 0 l.ol;.:' 

* ~ ~I, J~ lril jl ..J.e; 0~ J~ Jl 6 ~~ -' 

"Harut and }ffarut" [the names of two angels believed by the 
Muhammadans to be imprisoned in a well at Babylon] "are two 
fixed habits, which, descending from the superior world, have 
become imprisoned in the well of the material nature, and teach 
men sorcery. And by these [two] habits are meant Accidence 
and Syntax, from which, in the Beyanic Dispensation, all restric
tions have been removed." 

I 
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intimately fa~iliar ~ith his condition and circumstances. 
Let these consIderatIOns not be altogether lost sight of by 
anyone who may detect an error in this portion of my 
work. 

No. I. LETTER FROM THE BAB 

TO MULLA. SHEYKH 'ALi "JENAB-I-'AZiM" . . 
(TEXT OF LETTER.) 

" ~')ll ,. 

.,. ~I .JI "J ,J, cUll ~ ..r~;')ll ~~')ll 4111 ~ 
~ .J "".It ...J.J .I, 

-' U~ -' ~.,(7J ~ -' ~ ro')ll -' ~I AJ 
. - 6 .., ~ 

~ ~ J= ..:"."uo ~ ~ ..:,,~ ')l ~,. .JI 
,. .., ~ ~... lflii' III ' ' 

i\~1 loJl -' !HJoJ ~ ~ 0~ 4.i1 ~~ i~ Lo 

~ d~l;";1 ~~I ..yl~t ~ cUll, u-o i~1 " 
... ... ... 

...oJ U..u u..o ~ ~ ~t-, ~ UJ~; ..MJ, -' '~I 
.., ~. ... 

~ ~ ~t ~~ -' Uoe+'UtJI J.= d..O.o \,;~ J.-X 
vi w ttl ... 

l.o& ~ ~JI 0~.,(71 0fi.JJ ut ~.JA~ I,;~ ....... 
..... .. til 

J""~ ""~ \,.., d.J ~~')ll J.= ~ ~I-, ~,.,.. 0"~ 
~ ... ... 

,X""i ~ J.= .J.;. 4111 " ~t u..o ~ -"'I 
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(~UBJ.I-I-EZEL'S ENDORSEMENT.) 

~~I .,.. 

J ~loJ~;S ~Iho.. ~ ~\..:.~ 6 ~I ~;~'J 

~Io~ JjU JI ~I 0-0' 

~)~ ~I ~lL;1 ~ o.)l:..,;J )1=.)-1 ~ jl )\~.)l:! 

J-J)-I Jll.. J' 
... 

~)~ ~I ~~I ~ o.)L;...,;J (~ ~ .. ) .)~ ~~ 

~i ,)~ 

(,rRANSLATION OF LETTER.) 

"He is the Most Great. 

"God witnessetlt that tltere is no God but He, the Mig!tty~ 
. the Beloved,' 

"He is the BIost Miglzty. 

"In the Name of God, the Most Unapproaellable, tke 
BIost Holy. God witnesseth tkat there is no God but He,' 
to Him belongetlt creation and command, He quickeneth 
and causetlt to die,' tken He caltseth to die and quickeneth; 
and verily He is the Living, who dieth not. In His grasp 
is tke dominion of all things: He createtllwhat He pleasetlt 
by His command,' verily He llath power over all things. 
And the Splendour and the Power from God, as likewise 
His BIight, are only amongst the people of Right Guidance, 
the wlwle of tlwm, and all; Verily We have assigned to 
each one a Form of ~fight on Our pa1't, whereof not one 
letter skall all the worlds cause to pass away. This shall 
be joined unto tkem at suelz, t1:me as tkey become manifest. 
Consider well,' then purify thyself. Your land is good,' f01+ 
what would ye journey fortlt? -One Letter shall subdtte to 
itself all the Letters by virtue of that wldelt God ltath 

raG-simiLe of the Bdo'.:; autogra/~/z,J 
recf'ivl':.i from ~u6~·i,-Eze/. 

"i'ubIJ -i -E zet's eadorsemtat an d 
descrcfiUoa of the same. 
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accorded to it of The Truth; and God hath power over all 
things. 

"The Letters of 'ILLA 'LLAH' ".1 

(TRANSLATION OF ENDORSEMENT.) 

"\ " 

"He is the Watchful. 

"This is an Epistle which He [i.e. the Bab] addressed 
to Jenab·i-'A~fm, and which was revealed on his account. 

" It is sent as a keepsake for your Excellency. Please 
God it will arrive in .safety and good preservation. 

"The book promised (20 sheets) has been sent. Please 
God it will be found in good condition." 

1 I am not certain as to the reading of these words, nor their 
meaning, nor their proper place j but 1 think that they stand for 
a'·'signature. The Kalima-i-Shahadat, or Profession of beliefin .. , 
the Divine Unity (cUll ~I cUI ~), is regarded .by the Babis M 

consisting of two parts or clauses, a negation (" La ilaha," "There 
is no god"), and an affirmation (" illa 'llah," "save God ").'0 The 
five letters composing the first clause are called" Ifuruf-i-nafy" 
(" Letters of Negation "), the seven composing the last clause .. 
"lfuruf-i-ithbat" (" Letters of Affirmation "). Thus are com
bined in this formula the antitheses which must co-exist in every . 
Manifestation-the "Yea" and the "Nay," the Light and the 
.Darkness. The Bab is constantly called "He" of the Seven 
Letters" (~~I ~-'.J'- ~I,)) which title, perhaps, may contain 

an allusion to this Clause of Affirmation a."I well as to the number 
of letters composing his name, 'Ali Mul}ammad. Of. Traveller's 
Narrative, vol. ii, pp. 230, 231, and 421-2. 
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No. II. NOMINArrION OF ~UBij:-I-EZEL' 

AS THE BAB'S SUCCESSOR. 

(Copied by $ub!l-i-Ezel frmn the original document in his 
possession, which is in tIle Bah's handw1oiting. See 
Joltrnal of the Royal Asiatic Society f01' 1889, 
pp.996-7.) 

crRANSLATION. ) 

"God is Most Great wit/~ tIle Uttm'11lOst Greatness. 
"Tltis is a letter on the part of God, the Protector, tlle 

Self-Existent, to God, the Protector, the Self-Existent. 
. "Say,' All originate from God.' Say,' All ret1tTn unto 

God;' 

"This is a letter f1'om 'A l[ befmoe N aUlI, God's Re
minder unto tIle Worlds unto Mm whose name is eq'uivalent 
to the Ncltme of the One [W al~fd = 28 = YaQ.ya, ~ubQ.-i-Ezel' s 
name], God's Remindm' 'ltnto tile Worlds. 

"Say, 'Verily all originate from tIle Point of Revela-
tion.' . 

"0 Name of tlte One, keepwltat hatlt been reve.aled m 
the· Beyan and wllat hatll been commanded, for ver~ly tlwll , " art a lJ:lighty Way of Trutlt. 

[Signature. ] 

1 Nabfl is numerically equivalent to M~t?~amm,ad, the sum of 
each, according to the abJad, being 92; so that "'AU b~fore 
NabU" is simply another way of saying" 'AU Mu~~ammad." 

~,~~t:S\~ 

JJ~~YY 

-J4~J",,:",l:5'llA . . 

Lj.lJouI;Ji.jJ~ 
., .' 

Fac -simde of transcrtjtt 
made bf ~uM- i..-Ezet of' the document 
lWlIlifluting lain as tlte Bab's successor, 

(Ongina t written, by fhe Bab) 
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Ismu 'tlahi ·l.'AU. 
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No. III. LETTER FROM THE BAH'S AMANUENSIS, , , " 

A~A SEYYID IjUSEYN OF, YEZD, TO 
THE' NAME OF THE SUPREMEl.' 

.. 

(ON BACK OF LETTER.) 

~ ~I u-LUI 41I1.A""1 

~4IJ d..aJlb.o 

(TEXT OF LETTER.) 

~~I ~J~I ,. 

~ ~I ~ ~I &i~ u'la.:.J1 u'la:.oJl 4111 ~ " 
W'" til -... 

~t. ~ uA'lo. ,,_ .~. J=t """J ~.' U'!'J ,,~'J=t · All 
WI ' IirII - - ~ 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ J=t Jj!; ., U-~!; ., ~J=t 

~J~ ~ u-'J~" ~ ~ ~ ".'~." ~ 
.. VII - Will ... .. ... .. 

J=t ~ &i~~ ~ J=t J~ " ~J~ " ~ J=t 
..:",.,.a.oJ1 ., aLoJl .!.lJ ":"';1 ~I All ~ 4111 ":"';1.!ti'4 .. ~ 

&J., ..:""..~I ~ ~JoiJI &J .J ":"~I ~ j...".J1 ..!U -' .. .. .. 
" ~ I .!.lJ ~ ..:""...,l.:J I ., a .~ I .!.lJ., ..:"..,JY I " o".aJ I 
J\~I ~ ~.,JI .!.lJ ., JI~I " c1a.l.bJ1 .!.lJ " 'J~I

.!.lJ " J I..AAJI ~ a... .. ;JI &J" Jl.Jt..A.J1 " ;; ~ 1 ..!U " .. .. 
J= Vo4 Jla..3 " .,:.: ..... Lo J=t .!.lJ ~ JI..w1 J o~1 

1 By "the Name of the Supreme" ("Ismu'l-'.AU") Raji Seyyid 
'Ali, the Bah's maternal uncle and guardian, appears to he meant. 
Cf. my Catalogue and lJescription of 27 BaM MSS. in the J. R . .A. S. 
for 1892, p. 480.' 
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~ ~ .!.l~ ~ J ~ IJ-6 ~ 0-4 ~~ ~ ~ 

..u;1 J ..!.CI'L!..;I ~J~ ~ ~. J .!.l;-ol ~~ u";. ~ 
~ VII UrI ~ "" 

!J':!~J ~ J= ~ ~ .!lil J ~ ~ ~ ~ 
W W W 

~~,I ~.A'j 4tl1 o~ ~ ~ ~j 04 ~~ 

L~ ~,; ~ ~ ~I I~ do! ~I ~J u- ~ 
)1 o~ ~JlC ~U ,,~ ~J~J.:' * ~ J * ~.1-J 

...... w 

4tI oJ.:!,;= ~ 0 1 ~!J-i..:t J o~ J;t..o J ~J' 

~ ..1 \A.,., I ~ ~ ~J J ?lii ~J l04 ~ ~I 
III ." _ _ _ _ '" 

1 us- ~ J d...I.1-J "l~ ~ u-ll A A La. v-o ~ ~WJ -' 

~ ~ ~ ~ u-:'# cU.lD.. ~\'!" ull ~~ OJJ'; 

ull olJ"':' ~ O,)~ 0Jl :;.... V~ ~.b..i..il J do!~ 
4111 J!...I lo4 j ~~ J~ ~~ U; ~~d...:!jJ 

"" .... till ... 

l.o ~I ~;JI lo4 J ~J ~ ~ JoS '04 ~I U-TJ v-o 
oj 

J-M:! 0 1 u-:'J ~ ~ ~JI ?'~ v-o .A--j'JI .1-J 

~.,J.J t~ do! J ~ ~ ~ ~J l-o-:' cUleJJ~ ~I 
, .. w 

""r"""..,.AJ1 ~I ~ ~,; 0 1 ~I ~~I Opll~-' ~leJJI 
I 

~I -' J~I lo4 ~ MJ ,,)0'" II· \or""u"" 'I C~I J 

J ~I -' j.x l lo4 u~ 4tI ~I J J.x l Lo ~ 4tI 
... w " 

J.):JI VA:; :' d;)~ ~!J-O J d .. Jlj J~ v-o ~~ 
til "" "" ... 

~I doll ~ 4.i1 J ~~I ):;.aJ1 ,. ~I doll ~ 4.i1 ~ 
... .. w 

J.= J-!.'~ o'joO;J ~"..~ ~I J ~~I ~I ~ 

1 Sheykh A '8 transcript has~, but the original docu-
ment does not seem to me to justify this reading. 

I ~ 
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~~ ~I J 4M!.= ~~ ~I V"'JoJ "oJJ'; ~;a./~~ 

j."a J 'joO"'; oMl.,.. J~ ''''' "~J4 ~ ~~jl 
o,)~..,; JL..,JI ~l:= V:! I jl ~J 6 J;I ~l:= ~J\:!H 

~l:= J' I 0Lo;- ~~ jl v-~ J o~ J j

w
", 0 ..J...t.l~ .. .. 

oJ'; V:! I ~ ~l:= Jl J JH ~ ~~ ~~ ~ 
Jl ~ J o~ J 1-,..1 I J=..,.JI ,,~,~ ~ ~L.-I ~ 

ull J o~ ~i o~ ~JIJ ~l.o ~l::>.;- J...~ ~.~ 
. A . ~. ... 

~ 0~;' 00/ ~ J oJ.:!';= ~JIJ ~~ "o~ Jl 0~1 
4111 ~ I.:A}I ~I !;~ ~ 0~1~1'~~ 

~ ~ ViI ... 

p,; J !HJoJ !.J~ 0 l= 4.i1 "l.!, 1';1 ~. J ~I . 
,.. ...... . 

,,~I ~ #1 ~ JolIJ ~ Ol""; !.J~JI 0 1 "r"1~1 

,,J.,aI.,..JjU 0~1 fi ~4 l~ J J..Qj ~l4:Lo~ ,At it 
6 u+-J 0l.A ~,; jl ~ l~ ~~~ Jl J ,)~~ 
-' ~..,.....~ ~~ ~!.Jl!,1 jl ~l~ ~ ~l~~ 0..1\,:,1 '~'.~t.,.:,~~~ 

~I ul-' 4111 -' l"':' ~~ lj ~ ~, fo,; ~~ 

~>T ~-' ljoO;J ~I.,.. u-o-li !.JJI,-I C~ oJI~ ~~-' 
VII - - .... -'.", .... "-

~~ !J...Ql- ~ 0-4 ~ ljoO';-s ~I.,.. ~~,J.!::t 
... w ... " ",. . -. ., ,MIl 0_ 

J.= ~J ~J 4tl1 J..o.D.I J ,4l11 -lw, ~~I ~~. 
oj.. ~ oj ~ 

J.= ~ ~\aJl ~J I..S~ ~. \~ J.I..S.H Lo~·~.J ;U~, 

1 The transcript made for me in Constantinople by Sheykh 

A has 0'-'~, but as I can extract no meaning from this, 
and as it appears to me that the original may equally w~ll be. 

read 0Lo;-, I have ventured provisionally to adopt the latter 
reading. 
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L.~ ~ Jltj..,.J • .,)..aJ • L; . - ~ .,~ . .,~v-:.,~ 
w w 

~I J..c~ u:.-- "l.cJ1 ~JI u-o.;.o u" ~JI ., .!J,.J u-o 
w _ ... 

~J ,JJ ~I ., ~ ~~ t)U:,1 ~~ ~I u" .,1 

~WI 

(TRANSLATION. ) 

" Let the name of God the High, the Supreme, peruse it. 

" He is the Most Exalted, the Supreme. 

" In the Name of God the Sublime, the Sublime. Gwry 
be to Thee, a my God and the God of all tMngs, my Lord 
and the Lord of all tMngs, my Oreator and the Oreator of 
all things, my Provider and the Provider of all things, He 
who causeth me and all things to die, He who causeth me 
and all things to live, my Maker and the Maker of all 
things, my Limner and the Limner' of all tltings. Verily 
I and all things bear witness that Thou art God, there is 
no God save Thee. To Thee bewngeth the Dominion and 
the Kingdom; to Thee the Glory and the Power; to Thee 
lJfight and Godhead; to Thee Strength and the Uni1)ersal 
SouP; to TIUJe Sovereignty and tIle World of Men; to Thee 
lJfajesty and Splendour; to Thee Effulgence and Beauty; to 
Thee Comeliness and Perfection; to Thee Power and Deed; 
to Thee ffIercy and Bmtn teo usness ; to Thee Awfulnessand 
Justice. To Thee belongeth whatsoever Thou hast created 
or shalt create, be it what it may; naught disappeareth 
from Thy Knowledge, and naught ba.f!letk Thee, neither in 
the Kingdom of Thy Oommand, nor in the Power of Thy 
Oreation; verily Thou hast K1wwledge of all things, and 

1 So I translate Ya~ut, which seems to be used in this sense 
by the mystics. See Jurjani's Definitiones, ed. FIngel, p. 279, s.v. 

~~I .13";~I. So Hulk ("Dominion") means the Material 
World; MalalcUt ("Kingdom") the Angel World; Jabaritt 
(" Power") the Spirit World, &c. 
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verily Th,ou hast power over ~ll things. ,I pray' Thee . to ' 
bless Him whom God shall manifest, then his Proofs" w~th 
every salutation which Thou comprehendestin Thy know
ledge: verily Thou art able and powerful to do this. " 

"But after this. You have written of the receipt of the 
second epistle, wherewith you were honoured from the Land 
of K6j\ and by the perusal of which you were gladdened . 

. Praise be to God for that which he hath conferred on 
you, and for ha1)ing furthered your pilgrimage in" t",! 
jOU'l°neys of His love and His good pleasure, now from H'lS 
Oreation to the annihilation of His Sanctity, and now from 
the highest pinnacle of His Throne towards His Oreation. 
Well is it with him who joU'rneys in the paths of his Be
loved, and se1)ers himself from the love of all save the Object 
of his desire. a !tow great ,is our longing to behold your 
beauty overshadowed by the beauty of your Beloved / . I 
also ask not ft'om my Lord a'ught else than that which you 
ask from ymw Lord, neither do I desire aught sa1)e that 
which you desire from the Object of your devotion. I hope 
of the Grace of my Lord that He will 1)ouchsafe help unto 
His Saints according to what hath alre(.tdy appeared of 

",His help, whereby He Irejoice~ht~heart~ ,ofHi~, B,aints, 
'and refresheth the souls of HlS frzends: 'is not thlS mdeed 

the Victory near at hand, and the Morning ardently de
sired? Praise be to God for the Light which he hath 1)ouch
safed and thanks be to God for the blaze which He ha,th 
flash;d forth', and glory be to God for what He hath dis
played and caused to sMne and gleam forth from the Light 
of His Essence and the Min'or of His Nature, that all may 
be assured that there is, no god but He, the fflighty, the 
Beloved, and that there is no god but He, the Protecting, 
the Self-Existent /. 

"As for what you wrote, all was submitted to the 
notice of the Zenith of Supreme Sanctiti', who will' ap
portion to his saints what is best for those who love him. 
We have not yet been honoured by receiving your first 
letter, which you wrote before this. Subsequently to the 

1 t·.e. I):azvin, as explained by ~ubl;1-i-Ezel in his letter of 
Mul;tarram 12, A.H. 1309 (Aug. 18, A.D. 1891). 

2 i.e. the Bab. 



432 APPENDIX IV. 

Day of Deprivation 1 two letters in the han.dwriting of His 
Holiness the Eternally-Beloved, and two letters in the 
handwriting of this insignificant mote, together with several 
'Names 2

,' were sent to the 'Proofs of the 'rruth\' but, such 
obstacles having arisen on the way as have arisen by reason 
of certain movements, the communication thereof has 
hitherto been deferred; though, in accordance with C None 
shall toltch it save the pltre4

', the writings are in safe 
keeping ltntil such time as God shall convey tlWm to yOlt; 
and He will convey them to yOlt; and He will convey them 
when He pleaseth: verily He is Able and Powmful. 

cc He 5 maketh mention of the Friends of that land, 
especially the father of the Ohief Martyr6 (upon him be the 

1 That is, as I suppose, the day when the person addressed in 
the letter was parted from the Bah. 

2 i.e. Sections of the' Boolc of Divine Names.' See my Cata
logue and Description of 27 BaM MSS. in the J. ll. A. S. for 1892, 
pp. 648-659. 

3 i.e. the 18 chief disciples of the Bab, called also" Letters of 
oj 

the Living" (u-- ..:..1;,,;--), and "Proofs of the Living" 
oj ..... 

(U- ~ ~,)I), which latter term is thus explained in the HasM 
Bihisht. 

4 ~ur'an, lvi, 78. 
6 That is, as I understand it, the Bab; but the words are 

ambiguous. 
6 In answer to my enquiries, ~ub~-i-Ezel thus explained this 

expression in the letter referred to on pp. 421, and 431, n. 1 supra. 
"[The term] 'Chief Martyr' [ShaMd~i~Akbar]is applicable to all 
the' Letters,' but here his [i.e. Als:a Seyyid B: useyn's] father Af8. 
Seyyid Al;tmad is intended, who, notwithstanding his extreme 
weakness and old age, sacrificed himself and his little child Seyyid 
Murammad 'Ali [see pp. 82-3 supra]. Two of his other sons, 
His Excellence Afa Seyyid ij:useyn [of Yezd, the writer of this 

letter], and A~a Seyyid ij:asan, both lost their lives in the Cause 
These had another younger brother, but whether he still lives, 
or in what condition, is unknown. The father of these is [here 
intended by the term] 'the father of the Chief Martyr'." 

ORIGIN AL DOCUMENTS AND F AC-SIMILES. 433 

Splendour l); and He will reveal unto them ,whatsoever 
may be dictated by His Grace and Bounty. ' " 

"With respect to the sum of gold specified t, the impli
cation of the words appears to be as you suggest, but no 
further indication has been given which I can offer to you. 
A nd God is the Protector of the pious. 

"Continue always to write accounts of your condition. 
You will convey takbfrs to all such as give greeting with 
the takbtJ· 2, especially to him who is [now] present beside 
you, the 'rraveller of Truth (upon whom be the Splendour 
of God /). 

1 ~ubl)-i-Ezel's note on this passage in the letter referred to 
in the last foot-note is as follows: ' 

~s Ut,;...,,,, ~ 6 ~1'-.5'.,M; ...,....j )1 '.~ lJS. 

~ ~I ,,~ )!JJ " ,).,...; ~I..b ~I)I '-SJL..,\~.A""'\,I 
... 

Uo:!I 6 l~ ul.= " ,)r/, ,,~~.o ,,1 lj-J' I,,') ~)~., .. 
~I l~ ~) u\~)1 " ~I ,,1 J..i.j ~)I ~ 

Jo.ild.;:,;) u~.l'td J\..c.,jl " ":";;.0)1 ~l-,::, Jl..~1 
• ~ ~ '. . ' VII '" 

J ...cry.!~,,1 I~ MJI ~l!i ..M:!\~ ~ ~;j ~ " 
- oj oj 

*....0-:-) ..,..,1"JA.i1 
"The sum of gold specified was a sum pf money which a former 
friend had squandered for him on pretence of finding the Philo-

_ sopher's Stone. This man then ran away, leaving with him some 
chemicals which he supposed to be the residue of that money of 
his, which had disappeared. Such is the condition of those who 
forsake generosity and justice, and shew mercy unto none. >May 
God increase tlwir remoteness, or direct them aright: verily He is 
quick to repent and rnerciful." 

2 The Babis used to salute one another with the talcMr, i.e. 
the formula " Allal~u Alcbar" (" God is Most Great") .. TakMrin 
this place therefore means "greeting"; while by "such as give 
greeting with the talchir" all believers in the New Revelation are 
intended. 

N. H. 28 
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" I pntise God, my Lord, and tIle Lord of all things, 
the Lord 0/ tIle Visible and tIle Invisible, tIle Lord 0/ tlw 
Warlds, at all times, and before a time, and a/tet· a time. 

He l hath revealed for thee an epistle from thy Lord, w/tich 
. hatll been sent 1.tnto the /aithful belie'ver in the Land (fl 

$tid 2
, that it may reac1l tllee, or thy brother. This is men

tioned for your information. Praise be to God, tIle L01'd 
0/ the Worlds!" 

NO. IV. LErrrrER PROM J.{URRArrU'L-'AYN "JE
NAB-I-rAHIRA" rro MULLA SHEYKH 'AlA , , 
" JENAB-I-'A~IM." 

(~UBJ.I-I-EZEL'S ENDORSEMENT.) 

(TEXT OF LETTER.) 

~ .. 
I:!.r' uYI foro ...} 

ul "i~1 cUJyl ooM ~ ~I ~~I ~I All ~I 
~.,. ~ 

ul= ~ ~ ~ 1:-0- U, ~U~,).; ~Icl.o-wl 
w ~ w w 

;aJ1 ~\..., ~ ~ ~I cUI ~ ~I ~~ ~;_I u-o 
tiJw .., ~ 

~I ,.:.,I~ ~ ~ 1.0 J.= ~ cUll ~ ."..u ~~ 

~ ~~I t';J~1 ~I d..oli.o ..,ol4lJ olAb..c1 ~ i.:~t. ; 

~ ~I ~ CI= J~~I JAI ~j u-o ~I ~ All 

~ u jl J o.,J.&.~ J,)...Q J.ij \~ ~L..!.JI J...AI ~~ 
I i.e. the Bab. 2 I§fahall. 

rae-simile of a. Letter 
F{'()m '.\I~rr-a-~INJl·'A)'r1 10 MuZld Shey/dz 'AU. 
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~-' l:! ~~ 1.0 -'" -' ....o~1 ~ I:! ~1..A..!, ')l~ 

p!M-iJ1 ~)')ll "..u ~ p1J1 ~;- ~ 41I1....crAI.k .. .'~) ....o~iH 
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4111 ~ ~~ Uo:!~~.n....o~ ~ pl...,1 u-o ....o1a.J1 
l!.A .... '1 1 I ~ ,:~ ~.y ~ ~ . .:: •• 1 ~I I:! ~I ~I ~u ~)~I 
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.. ~ 
~ -' ~ '4~ -' 4- -' ~ -' c':l.e-il.) ~-' -' 
~ .. ~ 

4eJ~ ~ -' cleJ~ ~ -' ~-' 46":"'; -' a..;~ 
u l a;;l...-,.J ab~ -' ~I-"", ~lJ -' a;,~-, ~,.,... -' 
~')ll t lbiJl ui ...} ~I o.Jo&.y. ujSJI~1 ~..tJ, 

US ~I ~ ~ ~": .. " ~I ~ i; ... ~I ~ 
~ -:"" 
l:!~ l:!~ ":"l:!;b...J1 ..:"u)-"'~ lAp; I J ":"~l.J1 J= 
4:!)~1 ..:,,~ ~ ~ .. A~ ~i .J-'O~I uU ':~lU. ie-i\~ 
i~ a.;~1 ..:,,~l!,1 '~ ~ ~I~ -' ~ ~ 
~')ll ~I ~I cLi~ ~I .,t.a.')ll ~I u-oJ 
~... ... 
~-' ~I ~-' .u11 ~\01 ~I "J.A ...} \-0,$ ~ 
~ ~' 

~I ,... -' ~)~I W)-,I -' ,,~-' ~i~ ..u J,.oaoJI ..tJ 

. ~i~ ~i ~I dJJ. Uy.".a.j HJ~;!.; u~ ut::. HoJoJ 
- - t§. 

* i;l= 4.:!~~1 4,J1 \.oj)-,I -' ., "JS.-, 

(TRANSLATION OF ENDORSEMENT.) . 

"She wrote it to Jenab-i-'A~im. ' It is the original writing 
of that much-wronged woman." , '. . .,. ' .. 

('rRANSLATION . OF LETTER.) 

" Thou art tke Most Beloved, Most Mighty beyond all de
scription, equably establisked in tIle midst of tke Beyan.' . 

" I take to 'tfJitness in th~s white kafl God, tke Living, 
tke 07U3, tke Stngle, that hzs Mzme 'tke Mighty II , is a 

1 i.e. this letter. /?ubl}.-i-Ezel writes ;-. 

-.::..,..." J"...,;o C-'" u\.... \~ pcU)J 

2 i.e. Mulla Sheykh 'Alf of Khurasan, "the Name of the 
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l1alismanic Porm; and tllat he is of tIle Letter's of tIle J/ace 1 

of Him, the Living, than 'lClwm there is no other' god, 
r'esplendent in the Heaven of Glory; and that God hath 
purified him from all that taketlt origin from the Shadow
Plane'!., and hath chosen him to stand sublime in the place 
of Him, the Living, the ~Most High, the Supr'eme. 

" God! He is Mighty beyond the magnification of all 
creatures, and Supreme above the glorification of all WOI'

shippers; and He hath faithfltlly observed His promise, and 
hath brought somewhat of His signs for' a sur'ety. He hath 
illumined tIle eartlt with the Light of Ilis Face, and hath 
made it a ~firror' brightly polished. 

" 0 thole whom God llatlt displayed ((,s a new wonder to 
His New Oreation, and hath taken for' the 'llj)1'aising of 
His Sltppor't on high, God is tlte constr'aining attraction of 
thine inmost smel, and lIe, ih Iris mon Li't'htg Pe1'l;on, lutth 
shone forth ttport thee every moment, all-encompassing, r-e
splendent. It is not given to descriptive powers or' 'lttter'ance 
to describe thee, nor' can thy state be 'readied by a·ny impli
cations 0/ praise or' any explanation,' thou at·t thou, thou 
itt 'thyself the Living, enthr()ned in Iwliness, mighty, lofty, 
sublime, splendid. 

" The heart of the Za was glctddened, (};nd the Letter' P(i. 

Mighty" (Ismu'l-'.A~~m), or" His Excellence the Mighty" (Jenab
i-'A?~m), to whom the laudatory expressions which follow are 
addressed. See the first paragraph on p. 353 supra. 

1 i.e. the Bab, one of whose titles was Wajlm'U(ih (" The Face 
of God"). 

2 See pp. 328-9 supra. ~ubl,1-i-Ezel writes :-

'J'~ ~ J' J ~;AlJj ...oJ~ ~ a:;..r 1; 'I ilLJ 
j ~ ~ j ~I ~ J...- ~lM 6 ..::.-1 ~ 

*..::.-1 ~~ 

"Nash'atu'dh-dhilli.yat. This phenomenal world; or, in some 
passages, one who stands opposed to the. Truth and is the In
carnation of Denial and Darkness." 

, 
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r'eJoiced, and the bosom of the 'fa 1 was elated for that sIte 
saw thy signs from the red leaf" arising. This is of tlte 
Grace of God the JtIighty unto me, and verily the Grace of 
God unto this Tree 3 hath been great. ' 
, "0 light of the Pire, and Mystery of Revolution" and 
B~r;sence of Stability, how long wilt thou, enjoin on me pa-' 
tience, when the Cause hath appeared resplendent, and the 
Or'dm' hath come determined? I conjure thee by thy Truth, 
the Mighty, the Most Mighty, 0 venerated Talisman, and 
o Enigma beal'ing on thyself the imprints of the Spirit5! 
Patience and endurance are at an end, and there remaineth 
not aught save reprimand and self-reproach dominant in, 
tid.'! moment of Just retribution. 0 most beloved ,of the 
Beloved, 0 influence of the Friend, how long wilt thou make 
intercession for these drunkards and brutes 6, all of them? 

1 By "the Za" (ZalLra, "the Bright"), "the Lette,' Fa". 
(Fatima, the daughter of the Prophet Mul;tammad, who, as the 
Babis say" returned" in ~urratu'l-'Ayn), and "the fa" (,!,aMra 
"the Pure"), ~urratu'l-'Ayn herself is meant, as explai.ned by 
~ubl;t-i-Ezel. 

2 A letter sent on a former occasion is referred to. (~ub1,l-i- . 
Ezel). ' 

3 By "the Tree" also ~urratu)l-'Ayn is meant. Cf.ll.2on 
p. 273 supra: '.." " 

4 Th~ word J I~ I cannot, of course, be really derived from the .. 
roo.t JJ', but should come from the root J'J. In face of the 
splendid contempt for grammar manifested by the early Babls, 
howevE.'r, one has to look no.t so much to the actual meaning of 
the words employed as to the sense which the writers appear to 
have attached to them. .., .... 

/j The word munamna1n (~), which I thus translate, is 
properly applied to sand striated and blown into. small ridges by 
the action of the wind. ' 

v That is, "these unbelievers who are intoxicated with the 
wine of heedlessness and sunk in brutish indifference." On this 
passage f?ubl;t-i-Ezel made the following o.bservation;-

~ jl ~\A!, ~I ~~ ~ ~\~ tJ£::, u:i\.l= 
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By thy Truth, they will not believe in the signs, neithel' will 
admonition profit them as an intimidation. God the Tt,zfe 
hath willed to see the Tree cast down on the d1tsty earth zn 
most great abasement 1 

, and from all, in all, by all cut oil: 
His, then, is the command, and His the decision, universally, 
partiaMy, particularly, all-consuming. 

" Now by thy Glory, .0 Attraction 0/ the inmost soul, 
Mystery 0/ the Gause, sta,nding immoveable at the Oent1'e 0/ 

A 

...:,....,1 o~ 4-:~"'; ~ ..,.,I~ .".;~= ~ 6 .".;1 0,)""; 

~I ~ ~ u31 

"The words written by Jenab-i-'.A?irn contained intercession for 
certain persons, that they should be pardoned. The answer was 
written thus :-' HOlV long wilt thou make intercession' ... &:c." 

1 By "the Tree", as before, 1{urratu'I-'Ayn is meant. On 
this passage f?ubl;t-i-Ezel remarks :--

)l ,,~U,. #~I ar~~ ~I I...Sfti oUIl ,.I..!. ~ 
~ dI 13 .".;1 o~; ~jl ~I ~~ .. ~ ,,~ 

Ia..:!,;b ~I ~)I ~ ~I J....bl,i "~'.:..:- "";1 o~ 
A 

~ 6 ~I I...S;A!J:; ~)I ,)~ " .!,II... I...S,,) fi 0~1 
A 

..,o1~1 ),) )!.Jbla. ~j),) "";~(;I .!,Il ... l...S"fi "::",)I~ jl 

..::",)~ ~ ~ ~)I " ~I d..o~ U' ...... ~ 
...:,....,1 .!,II ... \.S~. U~ 0,)l.;!1 " 

" 'God hath willed to see the Tree cast dOIVn on the dusty earth 
in greotest abasement,' even as she did certainly in her prison ahd 
bondage experience many sufferings ere she su~ered martyrdom, 
as she says, 'cast dOIVn on the dusty earth,' thrown on the fa(:e of 
the earth. The earth is to be taken literally, for after her mar
tyrdom they cast her on the earth in a dusty plot of ground. 
'TIle Tree'in this passage is that same much-wronged woman, 
and 'the dusty earth' is the place of her martyrdom, where she 
was cast in the dust." 
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the New Dispensation, I am nigh making complaint to my 
Lord 0/ a people chilled and soulless, all 0/ them, /01' that 
they have /orgotten the Way 0/ God, and have taken the 
Matter as a thing 0/ little account. Were it not /or thy 
intercession, 0 Essence 0/ Generosity, and thy grace, 0 Face 
0/ the Eternal, God would assuredly have punished them with 
the loss 0/ the Letter Z6/ /rom this dusty land many days 
be/ore this as a retribution. Ho, then, 0 Bli! Verily so 
long as they continue to sojourn in the lands 0/ God? they 
will not humble themselves. May God in His Mercy com
passionate them, and compel them to enter into the Paradise 
0/ His Proximity I" 

(Here ends the first part of J.{UlTatu'I-'Ayn's letter, 
which alone is translated.) . 

1 i.e. ~urratu'l-'Ayn' (Zahra, "the Bright"), as already ex
plained. 

2 According to the law contained in the Beyan, unbelievers 
are not suffered to remain in the Lands of Fa (Fars), '.Ayn 
('Ira~), .Alif (.A.zarbaijan), Kha (Khurasan), and Him (Mazan
daran). See my second paper on the Babis in the J. R . .A.S. for 
1889; p. 927. It wouldappearthat~urratu'l-'Ayn advocated an 
attempt to give immediate effect to this law, which was depre
cated by Mulla Sheykh 'Alf Jenab-t"-'Az~m. 
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n. 2 
Antichrist (Dajjal), 234, 237, 324, 

363 
'Arif, 136, n. 1, 139 
Arim (in Sawad-Kuh), 45 
Arkhalil;c (under-coat), 294, n.l 
Armenians (Aramina), term loose-

ly applied to all Persian 
Christians, 242 

Arz-i-Akdas (" the Most Holy 
. Land "), i.e. Maslthad, q .11. 

Ar~-i-~uds e'the Land of Holi
ness "), Teheran so called, 
389 

Asadu'llah, Haji, 278, 280, n. 1 
Asadu'llah, Pahlavan, Zirih-push, 

145 
Asadu'llah, Mirza, of Tabriz, 

called Deyydn, 394, n. 1 
Ashraf (in Mazandaran), 359 
Ashraf Khan, governor of Zanjan, 

223, 224, 352 ' 
,A.shitra (MuJ;tarram 10th), 195 

and n. 1 
AsIan Khan, Amir, Majdu'd
.' Dawla, 138, 162, 287, n. 2. 

See also Majdu'd-Dawla 
Astronomy, wonderful results of, 

applauded, 7, 326 . 
"Austrian tea" (cMy-i-namse), 

80 

'Ayn, La.nd of ('Ird{»,441,<n.2 
A~an, the Fatal, 50, 51 
Azarbaijan, 96, 197, 241,· n. 2, 

261, 284 
'A~im, Al;ca Seyyid,·the Turk,103 
'A~im, Jenab-i-. See 'Alt, MuUa 

Sheykh. . 
'Aziz (" the Beloved "), title of 

Al;ca Seyyid ~useyn of Yezd, 
83,382 , 

'Azizu'llah, Al;ca, xxxiv-xxxvi 

B., Land of, Barfurush so called, 
341 

Ba, the [Letter], 399 and n. 2 
BAB, Mirza 'Ali Muhamma.d the, 

xii--xiv, xxvi, 'xxvii, Ii, 24, 
25, 27, 34-39, 41, 42, 93, 
136-138, 198-228;238-
242, 284-312, 368, 371, 880 
-383 

" a.utograph letter of, Ii 
" miracles ascribed to, 42, 206, 

207,212, n. 2, 220, 221, 225, 
226, 240,· 262~265, 312, 343, 
346,347,351 

" system devised by, its charac
teristics, xii, xiii, xxvi 

"title of, its meaning and a.p
plications, xiii, 286, 330, 331, 
335--337 and n. 1 on latter, 
339, 344, 353, 354, 398, 399 

"writings of, their style and 
character, xii, xxvi, xxvii, 
422; their extent, 238, 239, 
352 

" his birth, parentage, and child
hood, 262--265, 343, 370 

" his youth, 325, 340-345 
"his II Manifestation," 34-39, 

330; date of, 307, n. 2 
" at Kerbela and Nejef, 340-345 
" at Mecca, 198, 199 
" his return to Bushire, 200 
" his return to Shiraz, 203-205, 

345 
" his journey to Isfahan,· 205~ 

. 208,<346 
" at Isfahan, 208-213,322, 346, 

347 
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BAn, his journey to Maku, 213, 
217,228 

" at MlircM-khlir, 349 
" at Kashan, xiv, 213-216, 349 
., at Khanli~, 216, 217, 226, 349 
" at J$:azvin, 275, 349, 402 
" at Zanjan and Milan, 137, 219 

-221,351 
" at Maku, 221-228,238-240, 

350, 352, 402, 403 
" at Chihrik, 240-242, 290, 353, 

403, 41i 
"declares himself to be the 

Ka'im, 241, 296 
" examined at Tabriz, 284-289, 

322,353-355,403 
" his death decided upon, 291-

293,411 
... examined before ~amze Mirza, 

293-296 
H his martyrdom, 297-310, 325, 

382, 383, 411-413; date of, 
307 and n. 1; foretold by 
himself, 235, 309-311 

H disposal of his remains, 311, 
312 and n. 2 on latter, 412, 
413 

"Letter from (facsimile, text, 
and translation), 420, 423-
425. See also p. 417 and 
n.4 

Babbicombe murder, 308, n. 2 
Babis, their probable number, vii, 

n.l 
"their attitude towards the 

Crown and the established 
religion, xvii, xxv, xxviii, 362 

H schism amongst them, xx
xxiv 

"popular misconceptions con· 
cerning them, 25, 234, 322, 
323 

" their actual characteristics, 26, 
236 

" doctrines of primitive, 327-
339 

" their salutation, 433, n. 2 
BILbu'I·Bab (" The Gate of the 

Gate "). See ~useyn, Mulla, 
of Bushraweyh 

Babul, river, 406 

Badakhshlm, 242, n. 4 
Badasht, 99, 251, 283, 330, 355-

360, 361, 365, 377 
Bad-raii, 401 and n. 3 
Baghdad, xx, xxiv, 31, 88,93, n. 

1, 272, 339, 356, 391, n. 1, 
394, 401 

Bagh-i-Misha, 191 
Bahman Mirza, 221-223, 224, 

352 
Bakhtiyaris, 346 
Ba~jr, Haji Seyyid, of Resht, 349, 

350 
Bakir, Mulla, of Kan, 232 
Bakir, Mulla, the Turk, 33 
Bakir, Muhammad. See lYlu· 

• ~ta111111ad Bdlfi1' 
Balasaris, 333, 342 
Balkh,88 
Bah'lChistan, 88 
Banna, Huji, 154 
Barbier de Meynard, M., Iii 
BarfurUsh, xvii, 47, 48, 52, 53 

and n. 2, 55, 65, 73, 88, 92, 
9~ 103, 337, 341, 355, 359, 
360, 361,362, 364, 377, 378, 
404, ;105,408, 409 

Barzakh, 46, n. 1,332 
Bashir, Mulla, 33 
Ba~ir, Seyyid, the Indian, 244-

247, 249, 338, 384, 388-394 
Ba~iri tribe, 124 
Basra, 397 
Bast (sanctuary), 152, n. 2 
BatUl, Seyyida-i- (" the Lady 

Virgin"), Fa~ima so called, 
307,n.3 

Bayazid of Bis~am, the ~ufi, !) 
and n. 1 

BEHA'U'LLAH (Mirza ~useyn 'Ali 
of Nlir), xv, xx-xxiv, xxxi, 
xxxii, xxxv, xxxvi, xl-xliii, 
64 and nn. 1 and 2, 65, 139, 
n. 1, 177, n. 1, 178, n. 1,200, 
n.4, 21~ 247, 273,n.2,283, 
310, n. 1, 316, n. 3, 349, 362, 
374-380,389-391,395,415, 
n. 1 

" his character and policy, xxi, 
xxiv-xxix 

"his "Manifestation," and its 

INDEX. 44'7 

date, xx, xxi, xxxii, xxxv, 
n.3 

BEHA'U'LLAH, called Tal'at·i-Abha 
(" the Most Precious Appear
ance"), 139, n. 1, 247, n. 2 

"called ,!,al'at-i-Malf~ud (" the 
Desired Appearance," or ra~ 
ther .. the Apparition of the 
Desired One "), 283 

" called Tullt'-i·Akdas-i-Abha 
(" the Most Holy and Most 
Splendid Dawn "), xl, n. 3 

"called Ufulf-i-A 'w, (" the Su
preme Horizon "), xxxvi 

Beluch. 134 
.. Best of Stories." See Commen· 

tary on Sum·i. Y1tsuf 
Beyan, xxvi, n. 1, 26, 46, n. 1, 

64, 267, n. 2, 326, 334, 381, 
399, 417, 418, 422, n. 1, 441, 
n. 2 

Bihliotheque N ationale, xxx, xlvii, 
Iii 

BiJ.taru'I-Anvur (a work on tradi-
tion), 325, 363 

Bismi'llhh, 263 
Breal,M. Michel, Iii 
"Brothers of Purity" (Ikhwanu'l!

~afd), Babis so called, 100, 
255 

Buddha, xi 
Bukhara, 88 ' 
Burton's Pilgrimage, 312, n. 3 
Burujird, 247 
Bushire, 1&8, 200, 202 

Chahar Chiman (book),' xxxviii 
Chashme·i-'Ali (Mazandaran), 

405 
Chihri~, 156, 239-241, 284, 290, 

293, 309, 403 
Chihrik, called " the Grievous 

Mountain" (Jabal-i·Shadid), 
403 and n. 1 

Christ, 2, 13, 106, 132, 236, 237, 
321, 325, 326, 331. 335, 33~ 
366 

Christians, xxv, 60, 323, 396 
Churchill, Mr Sidney, xliii 
Classes antagonistic to new truths, 

25 

Clergy, Muhammadan, jealous of 
power, . 25, 26; their para
mount influence, 180-185, 
189-193; their ignorance, 
obstinacy, and meanness, 193 
-198, 314, 321-323 

Commentary on Sliratu'PAsr, 
209 . 

" Sliratu'I.Bakara,· 35-37 
" Suratu'I.Kawthar, 209 
" Slira-i·yusuf, 39, 330,398 and 

n. 5, 399, n. 1 
" the Names of God, 396, 432, 

n.2 
Communistic tendencies of early 

Babiism, 361, n. 1 
Cucumbers, letters enclosed in, 

137 
Cursing, mutual (lJ.'JuMhala),61, 

373 
Curzon, Hon. G. N., vii, n_ 1, 

124, n. 3 
Cyprus. See Famagusta 

Daghdari dervishes, 245, 388 
Dala'il~icsab'a (USevenPro()fs "), 

329, 350, n. 1" •. 
Damascus, 125 and n. 2; Teheran 

so called by Babis, 337, 373 
Daniel, book of, xxxv, xxxvi and 

n. 3 on former 
Darab, 111, 130 
Dasak.sar, 104 
Dasatfl', xxxviii, 323, 324 
Daskes, 104, n. 1 
Da'ud. Mirza, 67 
David, 57, 133, n. 1,166, n. 2 
Delisle, :U .• Iii .. 
Deylamite, 132,134, 191,325 
Dew-Smith, Mr, ·li,420 
Dih.i-Bazu, 59 
Dih-i-Nazar Khan, 362 
Din-MuJ;tammad, xlix, n. 1, 140, 

142--148,150--153,158,161 
--165 

c< Direful Mi~chief" (lNtne.i-~ay
lam), XXIV, 392 

Discussions between Babis and 
MuJ;tammadans, 172-180, 
314 and n. 1, 323-327 

Dorn,396 
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English, 87,197, 308, 414, 419 
Enzeli, 389 
" Eternal Witness" (Shahddat-i

. Ezeliyye), 44, 65, 72, 90, 356 
Europeans praised, 15, 17, 21, 22, 

326 . . 
Ezel. See Subh-i-Ezel 
Ezelis, xxiiI, xiiv, xxvii, xxviii 

xlii, xliii, 301, n. 1, 421 ' 

Ji'a, Land of, Fars so called, 345, 
394, 441, n. 2 

Fa, Letter, ~urratu'l- 'Ayn so 
called, 439 and n. 1 

Fakhrf, el., 279, n. 1 
Falsehood, its prevalence and 

noxious influence in Persia, 
5,8 

Famagusta (Cyprus), xix, xxi 
xlv, Ii, 140, n. 1, 421 ' 

Faramush-khitne (" House of Ob
livion," name given to a 
masonic lodge), 166, n. 1 

Faran (Mount Paran), 91 
Farhad Mirza, 120, n. 1, 124, n. 

1,371 
Farrukh Khan, 154, 155 and n. 

1,411 
Fatq.-'Ali, A~a, 146, 155,156, n.l 
Fatq.-'Ali Khan, 191 
Fatq.-'Ali Shah, 67,190,196,284, 

n. 1 
Fatq.u'll!lh, Aka, 148 
FatJ.tu'llah, Mulla, of ~um, 229, 

n. 1 
Fatima, 333, 334, 356 
Fattah, 191 
Fa~il: Raji, 192 
Ferrier's Travels, 149, n. 1 
Firazistan (history of ancient 

J{ings of Persia), xxxviii 
Firdawsi, 340, n. 1 
Fire, ordeal by, 61 and n. 1 373 
"First who believed" (dvvalu 

man amana), Mulla Iluseyn 
of Bushmweyh so called, 34, 
344,399 

Firuzkuh, 361 
Firuz Mirza, 120, 124, n. 1, 371. 
Firuz, Mulla, 323 
Fitne.i-~aylam (" Direful Mis-

chief "), xxiv, 216 and n. 1, 
092 

Four, the number, 354, n. 1 
Fu~aha, 333 

Gate, Ris Excellence the (Jenab-i
Bab). See lfuseyn, lIfulla 
[1IIu~lammad], of Bushraweyh 

Gez (a sweetmeat), 225 and n. 1 
Ghalis (Gluiliya, Ghulat, sect of), 

20 and n. 1, 28 
Gheybat. See Occultation 
Ghulam, Raji, 149 
Gobineau, M. Ie Comte de xix 

1 . " n. ,XXIX, XXX, 40, n. 1, 166, 
n. I, 252, n. 1, 271, nn. 1 and 
2, 301, n. 1, 318, n. 3, 357 
364,395 ' 

Goliath (J6.hit) , 57 and nn. 1 
and 2 

Grammar, contempt entertained 
for, by Babis, 422, n. 1 

Gulshan-i-Raz, 262, n. 2 
Guns, Babis blown from, 117 167 

279 ' , 
Guran, 141,157 
Gurgin Khan, 213, 348 

~abib (" the Friend "), the Bab'l:! 
uncle Haji Seyyid 'All so 
called,046 

Hadi Beg, 168 
~afl.~, 141, n. 1, 185, 192, 340, 

n. 1 
~afi~iyya (Tomb of Rafiz) 205 
~aji Mirza Akasi. . See 'Mirza 

1Ms!, 
~aji T'arkhan, 189 
~a~il,mt (" the Truth "), 186, n. 1 
~a~~u'l-Yakin (title of two books), 

262 and n. 2 
Ramadan, 156, 161, 273 
Haman, 349 
~amze Mirza, 293, 296 and n. 2, 

297,360,382 . 
~anafiyya, MuJ.tammad ibn, 20 
~anbal, Ibn, 276, n. 1 . 
Handmaiden, Tradition of the 

38 and n. 1, 62 ' 
Hanging, 308 and n. 2, 309 
~anifs, 032 
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J.Iarmala ibnu'l.Kahin, 306 and 
n. 4 

Harunu'r-Rashid, 62 
~asan, Aka Seyyid, of Yezd, 224, 

241, 297, 298, 299, 382, 432, 
n. 6 

J.Iasan, a youth of Yezd, 116, 117 
~asan, the executioner of the 

Bab,419 
~a8an, Haji Mirza, Rizavi, 232 
~asan, Haji Mirza, of Khurasan, 

365 
~asan, Imam, 336 
~asan Khan II the Accursed, " 411 
~asan, Mulla, of MaJ.taliat, 233 
I.Iasan, Mirza, brother of the 

I'timadu'd-Dawla, 380 
I.Iasan, Mulla, of Najistan, 33 
Hasan, Muhammad. See Mu
. . lJ,ammad I.iasan 

I.Iasaniyya. See Handmaiden, 
tradition of the 

Hashim, race of, 31, 325 
Hasht Bihisht (Ezeli contro

versial work), xlii, 200,n. 4, 
. 384, 395, 422, n. 1 

I.Iaydar [or ~aydar 'Ali] Beg, 
xlix, n. 1, 149, 151, 154, 159, 
164, 167, 168, 373 

~aydar, KerbeWi, 146, 165, 156, 
n. 1 

I.Iaydar, Mashpadi, 145 
~a~rat-i-A'la (" His Supreme 

Holiness "). See Bab 
I;Ia~rat-i-Ezel (" His Holiness the 

Eternal "). See $ublJ,-i-Ezel 
I.Ia~rat-i-I.Iabib (" His Holiness 

the Friend "). See lfabib 
~a~rat-i-~uddus (" His Holiness 

the Sacred "). See Mu7].am
mad 'Ali 

Hazrat-i-Zabih. See ~abilJ, 
Herat, 149, n. '1 
"He whom God shall ma.nifest" 

(Man yudh-hiruhu'llah) , xviii, 
381 

Hidayat, the poetical pseudonym 
of Riza-Kuli Khan. See 
Raw~atu' ~:~afa 

Hindoos, 21, 28, 60, 326 
Hisham, Ibn, xi, xxix: 

N. H. 

Horse-flesh as food, 80, 81 . 
Hud, the prophet, 821 .; 
I.Iujjatu'I-Islam (" the Proof of 

Islam "), title of Mulla Mu
J.tammad 'Ali of Za.njan, q.v. 

~useyn, Imam, xvii, 9, 46, n. 3, 
51, n. 1, 68, 76, n. 2, lOt, 
121, nn. 1 and 2, 126, n. 1, 
134, n. 2, 139, n. 3, 162, 
165, 235, 304, 305, 331, 336, 
363, 371 

J;!useyn of Milan, 392, n. 4 
~useyn, of Zanjan, son of Mulia 

MuJ.tammad 'Ali, 161,165 
I.Iuseyn, Aka Seyyid,. of Tabriz 

232 . . .' 

I.Iuseyn, A~a Seyyid· [MuJ.tam
mad], of Turshiz, mujtahid 
(one of the "Seven Mar
tyrs "), 232, 252, 256, 260, 
261, 369, 410 

~useyn, AJ.ta Seyyid [MuJ.tam
mad] ~useyn, of Yezd, en
titled 'Aziz (q. v.), the Bab's 
amanuensis, Ii, 33, 83, 224, 
241,294,297-299,·382,395, 
396,402,412, 414,420,421, 
432, n. 6 .. 

" Letter from (facsimile, text, 
and translation), 420, ·421, 
427--434 c 

~useyn Khan, Mir Seyyid, of 
FiruzkUh, 140, 157, 372 . 

~useyn Khan, Ni~amu'd-Dawla, 
Governor of Fars, 202, 204, 
346,401 .. . 

I.Iuseyn, Mirza,· of Hamadan, 
author of the New History, 
xxxii, xxxvii-xli 

~useyn, Mirza, of ~um, 103. 
I;Iuseyn, Mirza, of Tabriz, 266, 
. 266 
~useyn, Mulla [MuJ.tammadl, of 

Bushraweyh, entitled Jenab
i-Babu'l-Bab (or Jenab-i
Bab), and "the First to 
believe" (q.v.), xvii,. 25,32 
-39, 42-71, 77, 87, 90, 93 
-95,97,106--109,198,231, 
270, 271, 281, 285, 330, 33&; 

29 
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344,345,355,359, 360-365, 
399,401, 402, 404-408 

~useyn, Mulla, of Khurasan, 243 
l;luseyn, Sul~an, fiafavt, 196, 262, 

n.2 
~useyn, Mul,lammad. See Mu-

Ztammad Ifuseyn 
Huseyn 'Ali, Mirza. See BeM!
• u'lldh 
~useyn Pasha, house of, at Zan

jan, 158, 164 
Hypocrisy prevalent in Persia, 

8-13 

Ibrahim, Mulla, 403, 404 
Ibrahim, Mulla, of Mal;l!l.llat, 273, 

279, 280 
Ibn Hisham I. . 
Ibn Is-};u1.k ~ Xl, XXIX 

1~an (Babi controversial work), 
xxxii, 26, 235, n. 1, 325 

ilkhani mosque at Shiraz, 36 
'Ilm-i-kashfi, laduni, vahbi, zawki 

(different kinds of know-
ledge), 186, nn. 2-4 

Imamites(Imdmiyya), 20 
Imam-Jum'a ofIsfahan, 208, 209, 

346 
Imams, 268, 333, 334. See also 

'Ali, Ifasan, Ifuseyn, etc. 
"Imam's money," 77 
Imam Mahdi, or Twelfth Imam, 

xiii, 333. See l}d'im, and 
.. lIahdi, I1n<im 

India, 87, 107 
" Indian Believer" (Mll'min-i

Hindi), 241-244, 259, 330, 
368, 369 

Isaac, 253, n. 1 
Isfahan, 40, 128, 196, 198, 205 

-208, 402 
'lsh1!:abRd (Ashkabad), xxxiii, xlvii 
Ishmael, 253 and n. 1 
Ishra~is (Platonists), 333 
Iskandar, Mashhadi, 137, 140 
Isma'il, Haji Mirza, of Kashan, 

xiv_ See also ZabiZt, and 
"Point of Kdj" or "of 
Kdshdn" 

Isma'il, Raj! Mulla, of I}:um (one 

of the "Seven Martyrs "), 
232,251-254,259,260,369, 
370, 410 

Isma'ilis (sect of the), xiii, 357 
Istidlaliyye (treatise, also called 

Risdle - i - Ayyubiyya); xxxv 
and n. 2 

I'timadu'd-Dawla, 139 

J, the Letter, xxxvii, n. 2, 170 
and n. 1 

Jabir, tradition of, 132 
Jabul~a and Jabulsa, 287, n. 1 
Ja'far-i-l?adi~, Imam, 8, 20, 325 
Ja'far-i-Kas7ifi,A~a Seyyid, father 

of Seyyid Yal;tya of DaralJ, 
111, 231, n. 1, 347, 348 

Ja'far-I}:uli Khan, 139, 157, 372 
Ja'far, Mulla, of Kashan, 232 
Ja'far, Sheykh, the Arab, 197 
Jal6.1,A~a Seyyid, the Indian, 245 
Jalalu'd-Din Rllmi. See lI'Iasnavi 
J alil, Mirza, 154 
Jalil, Mulla, of Urumiyya, 232 
Jani, Raji Mirza, of Kashan, xiv, 

xv, xxxix, xli, 34, 64, 65, 
213, 217, 232; his history, 
called Nulf,tatu'l-Kdf, xv
xix, xxviii-xxxi, xxxix-xlii, 
li, lii, 34, 39, 43, 57, 64, 68, 
89, 93, 95, 106, 113, 199 and 
n. 1, 206, 214, 241, 244, 282, 
n. I, 309, and passim; date 
of its composition, xix, n. 3; 
MSS. of, xxx, xlvii, lii, 199, 
n. 1 ; cited in original, xvi, 
306; abstract of its contents, 
327-396 (Appendix II.) 

Jawad, Mulla, the Sheykhi, 283 
Jawad, Seyyid, of Kerbela, xxiv 

and n. 1, xxxix, xlii, 200 and 
n. 4, 313, n. 2 

Jemal, A~a, of Bnrujird, xxxvii 
and n. 2, 170, n. 1 

Jenab. See the distinctive title 
which follows, e.g. for Jendb
i-'A;rtm, see 'At:im, etc. 

Jesus. See Christ 
Jews, xxv, 21, 60, 92, n. 2, 140, 

236, 323, 342, n. 1, 418 
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Jihad (religious war), 73, 196, 197 
Jihan-Shah, 191 
Ji~a (aigrette worn by the Shah), 

107, n. 2, 257, n. 2 
Job, 132, 325 
John the Baptist, 332 
Joseph, 326. See also Commen

tary on Sura-i-Wlsuf 
Jurisprudence, study of, forbidden 

by the Bab, xxvi 
Jurjani's De.tinitiones, 430, n. 1 
Justi, xxxvii, n. 3 

Kar, Land of, 391. See Kash6.n 
I}:M, Land of (I}:azvin or I}:um) , 

390, 431 and n. 1 
KM, Point of (NltMa-i-Kafi, 

NuMatu'l-Kaf) , xv, 391 and 
n. 1. See also Jdni, Haji 
Mirza, his hist01Y, and ~ab'i1.J, 

I}:ahir. See Rajab-'AIi, Mulllt 
J5:a'im (the Mahdi, "He who is 

to arise "), xvii, 40, 91,241-
243, 246, 252, 268, 282, 294, 
296, 333, 357, 363, 368, 369, 
375, 383. See also Mahdi, 
Imdm 

I}:ajars (dynasty), vii, xvii, 337. 
See also AbU Sofydn, Fat1.J,
'Ali Sheih, llIu~ammad Shah, 
and Ndsiru'd-Din Shah 

Kalb-'Ali, 152 . 
I}:anat, 147, n. 2 
Karim, Mashhadi, 144 
Karim Khan, Haji Mul;tammad, 

of Kirman,. 200. and n. 8 
Karim Khan, the Zend, 191 
Kashan. See s. v. Bdb. 

" Point of. See Kdf, Point of 
Kashani, Raji, 378 and n. 3, 379 
I}:asim Khan, 148, 151 
J5:ayyumu'I-Asma, 395, n. 5. See 

Commentary on Sura-i-Yusuf 
Kawthar, Suratu'l-. See s. v. 

Commentary 
Kazem-Beg, Mirza, 200, n. 3, 400 

and 11. 1 
Ka?,im, .A.~a Seyyid, 207 
Ka?,im, Raji Seyyid, of Resht, 

xliii, 31, 32, 34, 35, 38, 39, 
44, 139, 245, 271, 272, 332, 

383,335,339--343,346,898, 
399 

Ka~imeyn~ 31 
I}:azvin, 93, 140, 273-275, 389, 

402,403 
Kerbela, xvii, 31, 32, 34, 35, 46, 

n.4, 51, 61, 68, 75, 88, 98, 
94, 106, 125, n. I, 134, 180, 
195, n. I, 245, 272, 337, 342, 
344, 346, 356, 361, 363, 398, 
416 

Ketman, 252, n. 1 
KM, Land of (Khurasan), 441, 

n.2 
Rhamsa (district), 144 and n. 1 
Rhanlar Mirza, 404, 405 
Khanli~, 96,216, 217,226 
Kharijis, 20, 28 
Khizr, 337, n. 1 
Khums ("fifths"), 10, n. 2 
Khurasan, 29, 43, 44, 48, 90, 94, 

281, 348, 359, 1$61, 376, 377, 
401, 404 

Rhusraw, of J5:ade-Kala., 53-55, 
406 . 

Khuy, 243 
Kirman,141, n. 1, 198, 200 and 

n.4 . 
Kirmanshahan, 273 
J5:isasu'l-' Ulama (Biographies of 

. eminent divines), 275, n. 3 . 
Kitab-i-Akdas, xxv, n. 1 . 
I}:iyamat (" Resurrection," " Up

rising "), 334, 385. See also 
Allegorical inte1'Pretation 

Knowledge, different kinds of, 
186 and n. 4, 328, 329 

Kuchak 'Ali Beg, xlix, n. 1, 124 
-128, 371 

J5:uddus, ~a~rat-i-, or Jenab-i
(Haji Mulla Mul;tammad 'AU 
of.BarfurUsh), xv, xviii, 33, 
39,40,42--44,48,57,59,65 
--71,73,77--81,83,85--92, 
95 and n. I, 97, 99, 100, 102, 
105, 201, 204, 231, 281, 282, 
330,336,355--360,362--368, 
374, 377-380, 399, 400, 401, 
404-410 

Kura, xvii, 33, 121 and n. 1, 139, 
n. 3, 337, 843, 345,401 

29-2 
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Kufr, meaning of, 8 
Kul!lh-i-Firangi, summer -house 

at Shiraz, 126 and 'n. 1 
~um, 152, n. 2 
Kumeyl ibn Ziyad, 281, n. 3, 329, 

357 
Kur'an, 3,4,94; oaths sworn on, 
. 85, 86, 120, 121, 162, 163, 

411 
~urban-'Ali, Mirza, the dervish, 

of Astarabad (one of the 
"Seven Martyrs "), 96, 226, 
229, n. 2, 232, 252, 254, 255, 
260, 370, 410 

~urratu'l-'Ayn (Zan'ln-taj, also 
entitled Jenab-i-rahira), xv, 
li, 94, n. 1, 232, n. 4, 269-
284, 355-360, 365, 377,378, 
399 and n. 3, 400, 413, 414, 
417 and n. 3 

" Letter from (facsimile, text, 
and translation), 420, 421, 
434-441. See also 417 and 
n. 3 

Kursi, 91 and n. 4, 277 and n. 1 

Lawh-i-Basharat, xxv, n. 1 
Lawh-i-Fatima, 212, n. 1 
Lawh-i-Raiis, xli and n. 2 
"Leaf" (wara{ca), 273 and n . .2. 
Legal quibbles of the Sh1'1te 

clergy, 10, 11 
"Letters of the Living" (J.lunlfat

i-I,Iayy) , 336, 356, 401,417, 
424, 425, 432, n. 3. See also 
Unity . 

"Letters of Affirmation and Ne
gation" (I,IurzVat-i-ithMt, -i
nafy), 425, n. 1 

Lisanu'l-Mulk, xiv, xxxix, n. 1 
Logic, study of, forbidden by 

Bab, xxvi 
"Lord of the Age." See" Ya 

f$a~~ibu'z-zaman " 

Magians, 21, n. 1. See Zoroas
trians 

Mahan (near Kirman), 141, n. 1 
Mahdi, Imam, 25, 69, 75, 333; 

signs heralding his advent, 

234,236,267,321,324-327, 
376. See also Ka'im 

Mahdi, MulIa, of Ka'n, 232 
Mahdi, Mulla, of KMy, 232 
Mahdi-~uli Mirza, 59, 67, 73, 99, 

101, n. 1, 291, n. 1, 355, 362, 
366,407 

Mal].mud, A~a, of Teheran, muj
tahid,278 

Mahmud, Haji Mulla, lIfulla
· Mshi, 285, 354 

Mahmud Khan, the Kalantal', 
· 283, 349 

Mahmud, Mil', Ghilza'i, 196 
Mahmud Shabistari, Sheykh, 262, 

· n. 2. See Gulshan-i-Raz 
Majdu'd-Dawla, 141-144, 162, 

167. See also A~zan Khan, 
Am!r 

Maku, xiv, 43, 96, n. 1, 137, 139, 
206, 221-223, 226, 238, 23H, 
241,402,403; called Mah-kil 
(" the Dwelling of the Moon"), 
350 and n. 4; called J(Lbal-i
Basit ("the Open Mountain"), 
403 and n. 1 . 

Malik, 276, n. 1 
Ma'mlln, the Caliph, 121 
Man yudh-hiruhu'llah. See He 

whom God shall manifest 
Manakji, xxxii, xxxvi-xxxviii, 

xl, xlii, 21, n. 1, 313, n. 1, 
318, n. 2, 320, 324, 326, 327 

Manichooans, 28 
Man~ur-i-~allaj, the :;lMi, 93 and 

n. 1, 242 and n. 3,243, 392 
and n. 4 

Mansur, King, 392 and n. 4 
MarB:gha, 252, 257, n. 1 
Marjana, son of, 127 and n. 2 
Martyrs, the Seven, 249-267, 

368-370, 380, 384 
Maryam, Jenab-i-. sister of Mulla 

J;Iuseyn of Bushraweyh, 94, 
n.2 

Mashhad, 29, 48, n. 1, 99, 154, n. 
1, 360, 377, 404 

Masih, Mirza, 197 
Masji'd-i-Shah, Isfahan, 210 
Masnavi, 33, 92, 93, 112, 195, 

230, 236, 237, 242, 243, 340 
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Mazandaran; xv, ,24, 43-'-46,67, 
78, 81, 97, 99, 109, 142, 205, 
207,208, 234, 247, 251, 291, 
292, 355, 356, 376, 377, 400, 
404-410; See also Tabarsi, 
Sheykh . 

Mazandarani dialect, 362 
Mazdak; ix 
Mecca, 198, 199,' 245, 246, 267, 

268, 345, 401 '.' 
Medina, 200, 401 ' 
"Meeting with ,God" (Li{ca'u'l

lah),331 , 
Metempsychosis. See Transmi

, gration of souls 
Meydan-i-sabz (Teheran), 252, n. 

2 ' 
Meydan-i-SMh (Teheran), 252, 

n. 2, 259 ' 
Mighty, His Excellence the (Je. 

nab-i-'Afim). See 'Ali, MullQ, 
Sheykh ' ," ' 

Mihr 'Ali KMn, Shuja'u'l-Mulk, 
120, 127 ' 

Milan, 220, 221, 227, 351 
Mim, Land of (Mazandaran), 441, 

n.2 ' 
Minuchihr Khltll, Mu'tamadu'd

Dawla, 208, 209, 210-213, 
216, 346, 347;348,402 

Miracles ascribed to Bab. See 
under Bab 

Mirza AMsi, Haji, 135, 138, 211, 
213,' 216, 223, n. I, 238-

'240, 278, 284,291,347-349, 
402, 410, 416 

Miyami, 44,360 ' 
Mochenin, M., 242, n. 1 
Moghul invasion; 191 ' ' 
Moon, Cleaving of the, 63, 112 
Moses, 14, 52 and n. 2, 61, 62, 

132, 134, 321, 325, 326, 331, 
335, 337 and n. 1 " " 

Moseylima, ix 
"Mu~allim-i.Nuri" (Mulla Mu

hammad ,of Nur), 224, 365, 
402 ' 

Mu'aviya, xvii, 139, n. 3:: 
Muhammad, the Prophet, xi, 237, 

'321,326,,331,334, 335, 336, 
337 and n. 1 

I 

Muhammad. SMh; xvii" Xlii~' 45; 
, .,' '48,96, :185;: 139,'216; 223, 

273, 278, 290, 291, 316,n. 1, 
, 349, 355, 361' 'j.T 

Muhammad b. el-Hasan'el-'As
, . 'karl, ' 287,'333. '. See 'also 

Mahdi, Irruim; Kd'im" 
Muhammad, Aka, K~flivi,394'" 
Mu~ammad, ~iaji Seyyid, of la· 

, fahan, xxiii . .' .' , 
Muhammad, Mh~za, of Juveyn, 
. '232' .'. '" ., 
Muhammad, Mulla Mirza, 42 
Mu~ammad, Mulla,: of ~azvin 
" , (~urtatu'l-'Ayn'shusband), 

274, 276, 279 
Muhammad, Mulla, of Mal}.aUat, 

'.' '282 233 ' ,. . .. " .' , , 
Muham:nad, Mulla, of Mamakan, 

.. 285, 286, 296, 354. . , " . 
Muhammad, Mulla, of Nlir. See 

· " Mu'allim-i-Nuri " ". 
MuhammadBeg, CluiparcM-bashl" 

'217-226,228,349,351,352, 
402 '. 

Mul].ammad Beg, the captain; 59 
Muhammad Khan, Amir-tuman 
, . (Brigadier-General), of G¥~, 
, 147, 151, 162, 165, 166':'" 
Muhammad Khan, the TurcoIllan, 

· father of RizaKhan, xxxvii, 96 . . ... 

Muhammad 'Ali, Hltji MuUa,' of 
· BarfurUsh. See' J( uddUs 

Muhammad' Ali, Mulla', of Zanjan, 
· called l!ujjatu'l~lBzam and 
Jendb-i.l!ujjat, xv, xlix, n.1, 
25, 135...:..169; 219,231,349 
-":"'351, 371-'-373, '400, ' 410, 
411 " 

Muhammad 'Ali, Mirza, of Tabrlz 
· (the martyr), xlix, n.l, 225, 

" 297-303,310,311,382,383, 
. 411-413' ", 

Muhammad 'Ali, Mirza, of Yezd 
, . (brother of Seyyid I;Iuseyn), 

82,83,432, n. 6 . " 
Mul].ammad 'Ali, Haji (slain at 

Kazvin), 403, 404 
Muhammad 'Alii Haji,' J;Iamza'f, 

'92 ' 
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Muhammad 'All, Aka, mujtahid, 
· of KirmansMha:n {or Mazan
daran),278 

Muhammad 'Ali, Mirza, Nehrl, 
· Isfahani, 232 

Muhammad 'Ali, MuUa, ofMahal-
'lat, 233 . 

MulJ-ammad Ba~ir, ltlajlisi, 262, 
n.2 

MulJ-ammad Ba~ir, the surgeon, 
168 

Muhammad Bakir, Mirza, of He-
'rat, 232 . 

MulJ-ammad Ba~ir, Mirza, of ~an 
or ~a'in in Khurasan, 103, 
232 

Muhammad Hadi, Mirza, 33 
Mu4ammad !;lasan, Mirza (bro

ther of Mulla I;Iuseyn of 
Bushraweyh), 87, 93-95, 
336,363, 365,408,n. 1 

MulJ-ammad ~asan, I;Iaji Mirza, 
of Khurasan, 87, 365 

Muhammad Hasan, or Muham-
· mad ~uBeyn, of Tabrlz '(one 
of the" Seven Martyrs"), 252 

MulJ.:ammad I;Iuseyn, A~a, of Ar
distan, 205-208, 346 

MulJ-ammad I;Iuseyn, Mirza, of 
Kirman, 232 

MulJ-ammad I;Iuseyn, Mirza, of 
~um, 364 

Muhammad Ibrahim Kalbasi, 
'Haji, 209 

MulJ-ammad Isma'il KMn-i-Zend, 
xxxviii 

Muhammad Mahdi, Ak~, 209 
Mu~ammad Ri~a, son of Haji 

RalJ-im the velvet-maker, 199, 
n. 1 

MulJ-ammad Ri~a, MuUa, of Ma
lJ-allat, 233 

MulJ-ammad l;!adik, Mulla, of Khu
rasan (entitled Jemib-i-1I1u
~addas, and Mu~addas-i
Rhurasan, "the Saint of 
Khurasan), 40-42, 83, 87, 
102, 103, 198, 200, 201, 204, 
232,346 

Muhammad Taki Khan. See 
. Amir-i-Kabi,r 

Muhammad Taki Khan, of Nur, 
'64 . 

Muhammad Taki, Mirza, or Mulla, 
. of Nur, 79' 

MulJ-ammad Ta~d, Haji, of Kirman 
(one of the" Seven Martyrs"), 
410 

Muhammad Taki, Mirza, of Kir
. man (probably identical with 
the preceding), 233 

Muhammad Taki, Mirza, of Ju
'veyn,54 . 

MulJ-ammad Ta~i, Haji Mulla, of 
Bur~an near ~azvin (entitled 
by the Shi'ites Shahid-i-Thri
lith," the Third Martyr") ,269, 
n. 1, 274-280, 403 and n. 3 

Muhammad Taki, Mulla, of He-
'rat, 346 . 

Muhammad Taki, Mulla, of Isfa
'han,232 . 

M uhammara, 419 
Mu~iyyu'd - Din ibnu'l- 'Arabi, 

Sheykh, xiii 
M u~addas-i -Kh urasan (" the Sain t 

of Khurasan "). See Mll~zam~ 
inad$aai~, Mullrt, of Rhura
sani and also 'Ali, Mulla, of 
Bistam, to whom this title is 
given (p. 401) by l;!ublJ--i-Ezel 

Mu~anni (vulgarly muohanni) , a 
maker of subterranean aque
ducts (~anat), 147, n. 2 

Mukhtaris (sect), 20 
Mullas, hated by Babis, xvii; their 

self-seeking and disputatious
ness; 4 jtheir dishonesty, 10, 
11. See also Cleroy, Mtt{tam
madan, and Discu.~sions be
tween Babis and Mu~tamma
dans 

Murshid, 101, 102, 365 
Murta~a, .A.~a Seyyid, 224 
Murta~a, Sheykh, 187 
Mu~~afa, Mirza, the Kurd, 389 
Mu~~afa Khan, Haji, 58 
Mu~~afa-l):uli Khan ~aragllZhi, 

120 
Musulmans, true and false, 9 
Mu'tamadu'd-Dawla. See Min'/l

chih1' Khlin. (The title was 
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afterwards given to Farhad 
Mirza, q.v., and also 124, 
n.l) 

Mutasharri's (sect), 3 
Mu?,affars, 191 

Nabil, xxxiii, 131 and n. 1, 293, 
296, n. 2, 301, n. 3, 395, 426 

Nadir Shah, 191 
Nafs-i-Zakiyya, 279, n. 1 
Na'ibu's-Sal~ana ('Abbas Mirza), 

190-193 
Na'im, Mirza, 127 
Najaf-'Ali, Mulla, of ',fabas, 233 
Narjis Khatun, 287 
Na~ibis (sect), 28 and n. 1 
Nasikhu't-Tawarikh, xxxix and 

n. 1, 197, n. I, 35'9, n. 1 
Nasir, Haji, of ~azvin, 87, 103 
Nasiru'd-Din Shah, xvii, xviii, 

. xxv, 58, 139, 254, n. 2, 284, 
291, 359, 362; his journey 
to Europe, xxxii, xxxvii, 181, 
n.l; the attempt on his life, 
how regarded by Babis, 315, 
316 

Nasru'llah, Mirza, of Tafrish, 
the Ezeli, xxiii 

Natik, 247, n. 1 
Na;usis (sect), 20 and n. 1 
Nawruz, 367 
Neil, Mr, Iii , 
Nejef, 31, 32, 33, 34, 61, 88, 180, 

245, 342, 344 
New Creation (J(hal~-i-badi'), xii 
New History (Tal'ikh-i-Jadi,d), 

how it came to be written, 
xxviii, xxix; authorship and 
date of composition, xxxii
xliii; MSS. of, xliv, xlv, xlvii, 
1,237, n. 1 

Nigaristan (palace), 284 
Ni 'matu'lllih, Mulla, of Ardabil, 29 
Ni'matu'1ll'Lh, Shah, the saint, 

141, n. 1 
Ni'matu'llah, Sheykh (or Mulla,), 

of Amul in Mazandaran, 87, 
103, 231 

Nineteen, the number, xiii, xxvi, 
81, 143, 157, 381 

Niriz, xxxiii, xlix, n. 1, 24, 111, 

117-131,202,n.1,205,234, 
291, 292, 847, 370, 371,410, 
411, 413; the second war at, 
128-132, 415, 416 

Noah, 321, 334, 337 , 
Nu~~a-i-Beyan, Nu~~a-i-Ula. See 

Puint, Bab 
Nukta-i-Kltf, Nutkatu'l-Kltf; See 

. Kaf, Point oj 
Nfu, 79, 247, 283, n. 1, 330, n.l, 

333, 360, 388, 414, 415, 416 
Nu~eyris (sect), 3, 20 and n. 1, 28 
Nusratu'd-Dawla, 124 and n. 1. 

. See also FirUz ll.f'irza 

Occultation (gheybat), 331-334 
'Othman, 76 

Palmer, Professor, 263, n. 3 
Parviz, Khusraw, 182 
Peace, the Most Great, xvii 
Pelly, Sir Lewis, 127, n. 2, 165. 

n.l 
Persia, its decadence, 14 
Persians, their falsehood, 5, 183; 

their injustice, 12; their 
national character,17,18,22 

Pharaoh, 52, n. 1, 61 
Philosophy, study of, forbidden 

by Bab, xxvi 
Pir, of Ardistan, a mystical poet, 

141, n. 1 
Plagues, "the White" and" the 

Red," 204, 205 
Point (Nu~ta), 133,335,336,350. 

357, 387. See Bab ' , 
"Point of KM," or "ofKashltn." 

See Kaf, Point of . 
" Point of Knowledge" (Nu~ta-i-

'ilm), 37, 114 
Polak, Dr E., 256, n. 2 
Pope, the. 6, 7 
" Proof" (Ifujjat) , 31, 32, 38, 39, 

60. See also M1l1zammad 
'Ali, Mulla, of Zanjdn 

Querry's Droit MU8ulman, 10, 
n. 2, 77, nn. 2 and 3, 80, n. 1 

Rabb-i-A'la, I;Ia~rat-i- (" His Ho
liness the Supreme Lord "), 
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one of the Bab's titles, 156 
and n. 2. Cf. the Persian 
verse cited in n. 1 on p. 230 

Radagan, 360 
Radd·i-ma~lt1im (" restitution of 

wrongs "), 77, n. 1, 184 , 
er-Rltdhi bi'llah, the Caliph, xiii 
Rahm'an and Rahim, difference 

. in meaning of, 263 
Railroads, their advantages, 15, 

16 
Rajab 'All, Mulla, ~ahir, xxiv 
Ramazan, Seyyid, 147, 153 
Rawzatu's-Safa, xxxix and n. 1 
Rawzatu'sh'-Shuhada, 305, n. 4 
Razz'ak Beg, Haji, 192 
Red in'k used by Babis, 322 
Religious tolerance praised, 22 
"Remnant of God" (Ba~iyya-

tu'llah), 200 and n. 1 
Resurrection denied, 334, 335. 

See also Ifiyarnat, Allegorical 
I nterp1'etation 

"Return" (rij'at), doctrine of, 
334, 337, 338, 357, 358, 370, 
380, n. 1, 390 

RisaIe-i-Ayyubiyya., xxxv 
Risale-i-Iskandariyya, xxxiv 
Ri~a, Imam, 121, 154, n. 1, 322, 

342,360 
Ri~a, A~a Seyyid, 49 
Riza Khan, son of Muhammad 

. Khan the Turcoman; xxxvii, 
96--101, 217, 226, 228, 365 

Riza-~uli, Mirza, the Ezeli, xxiii 
Riza-~uli Khan Lala-bdsM, xiv, 

. xxxvii, n. 3, xxxix, n. 1 
Rosen, Baron: Victor, xxv, n. 1, 

xxxiv, xlvii, Iii, 422, n. 1 
RUhu'llah (the Spirit of God), 

. ChriRt so called, 134 a.nd n. 3 
Russian sugar, 80 
Russians, 87, 140, 372, 373, 395, 

396, 414 
Russo-Persian War (of 1826), 196 

--198 

Sa'adat-~uli Beg, 53 and n. 1, 
362, 406 and n. 2 

Sa'at, Gate of (Damascus), 125 
and n, 2 

f;jabu.nat, 130 
Sabzawar, 377 
Sacred, His Holiness the. See 

Kuddus 
de Sacy, 247, n. 1 
f;jad, Land of (I~fahan), 393 
Sadducees, 334, 335 
Sa'di's Gate (Shiraz), 125 
Sadik, Mulla, the Turk, 257, n. 1, 
, 410 
Sltdikis (sect), 20 
Sadr' of Kazvin, 404 and n. 1. 
· See aiso A ~a Khan, Mirza 
Sadra, Mulla, 328, n. 1 
Safavi dynasty, 191, 196 
$afi Khan, 191 
Sahl b. Sa'id, 125, n. 2 
Sa'id, Mulla, of Barfurush, 231 
Sa'id, Mulla, of Zarkanad or 

Zirih-Kinar, 79, 80, 232 
Sa'ida, "the bearded woman," 

90,91 
Sa'idu'l-'Ulama, 48--50, 52, 58, 

72--74, 88, 91, 92, 97, 356, 
360, 361, 404, 409, 410 

S.ali~, A~a, father of I;Ia~rat-i
K.uddus, 366 

Salih, Haji Mulla, of ~azvin, 
· father of Kurratu'l-'Ayn, 269, 

270 . 

Salih, Mirza (or Sheykh), of 
· 'Shiraz, 82, 274, 276--278 

and n. 1 on last; 403, 404, 
where he is called Salih 
Tahir . . 

f;jaI~: Sheykh, the Arab, 243, 
244, 273, 275, 219, 403, 404 

f;jal~, Sheykh (or ,A~a Mir, or 
Amir), of Zanjan, 144--146 

Salman the Persian, 98, 248, 249, 
336 

Salmas, 243 
f;jamit, 247, n. 1 
Sanctuary, 152, n. 2 
Sari,. 53, n. 2, 58, 80, 103, 360, 

364, 405, 406, 407, 409 
Sawad-KUh, 45 
Sayya~, Sheykh 'Ali, 368 and n. 3 
Schism in Babi Church, xx-xxiv 
Seven Letters, He of the (?at-'i-
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{mruf-i-sab '), one of the Bab's 
titles, 425, n. 1 

Seven Martyrs. See Martyrs, the 
Seven 

Seyyid Hamza, 191 
"Shadow Plane" (Ma~am-i-~il. 

liyyat), 329, 438 and n. 2 
Shafi', Mirza, $aZtib.Divan, 278 
Shaft'i, 276, n. 1 
Shah 'Abdu'l-'Azim, shrine of. 

See 'Abdn'l"A~irn, Shah 
Shah-Mirza (village), 104 
ShRhnama, xxxvi, 61, n. 1, 340, 

n. 1 
Shahristani, 20 
Shahrud, 281, 355 
Shah-sevans (tribe), 211, 346 
Shakaki regiment, 303 
Shaituk, 78,n. 1 
Shams~i-Tabriz, 94, n. 2 
Sharh-i-amthila, 263 and n. 1 
Shari"at, 186, n. 1 
Shatir-bashi, 99 
Sheykh 'fabarsi. See J,'abars1" 

and also Mazandaran 
Sheykhis (sect), xliii, 3, 35, 36, 

20(), n. 3, 285, 328, 333, 342, 
n. 1, 398 and n. 1 

Sheykhn'l-Islam, 290 
Shi'ites, 333 and n. 4, 396 
Shimr, 107, 127, n. 2, 225 
Shiraz, xliv, 33, 34, 40, 111, 113, 

115,120,124,136,198--201, 
261, 371, 399, 401, 415, 416, 
418, n. 1 

Shiruye, 182 
Shuja'u'l-Mulk, Mihr 'Ali Khan, 

120 
Shukru'll!l,h Khan, Haji, of Nur, 

120 
Sin, the Letter (Mulla I;!useyn of 

Bushraweyh), 399 and n. 2 
Sirat (" the Bridge "), 46, n. 1,75 
. 'and n. 1, 267, n. 2, 334, 335 
Sipihr. See Lisantt'l-Mttlk 
Siy{wush, 61, n. 1 
Smoking forbidden, 350 
Sohrab, 340, n. 1 
Spirit-rapping, 321 
Straw, heads s~uffed with, 123 
f;jub:q.-i-Ezel (Mirza Ya~ya), xv, 

xviii--xxiv, xlv,Iii, 95/n.1~ 
103, n. 2, 109, n.1, 123,n.1~· 
151, n. 1, 199, n. 1, 200, n. 4, 
247, 257, n. 1,283, n.1, 296, 
n.l,301,n.4,307,n.2,360, 
368, 374--382, 383, 384--
390, 392, 393, 420, 421; 
autograph and translation, 
420, 421, 426; character, 
xxi; his Succinct Account of 
the BaM. movement, 397--419, 
and (,,\-"; portrait, frontis
piece, Ii; why so entitled. 
329, 330 

f;jufis, 3, 331, 333, 334 
Suleyman Khan Afshar, 31, n.1~ 

85, 101, 102, 150, 162, 411 
Suleyman Khan, Haji, xv, xlix~ 

31, 154, 228--230, 301, n. 1, 
309"':"311, 341, n. 1, 352,400, 
401,411 

Suleyman·~uli, Mirza, of Nur, 99 
Sul~an ~useyn Mirza, 67· . 
Sul~an, Sheykh, the Arab, 273 
Sunnis, 3, 76 
"Supreme Holiness" (l!a~rat-i-

A'ld). See Bab .. .... . 
"Supreme Horizon'" (Ufu~.i. 

A'la), Acre so called, xxxvi 
and n. 2 

SUra. See Cornmentary 
Surnri, 263, n. 3 

'fa, the (Jenab-i.J,'ahira), 439 
and n. 1 

Tabari, 127, n. 2 
Tabarsi, Sheykh, xv, xvii,xviii, 
. xxxvii, Ii, 42, 53 and n. 2, 

55,57--59,64,65,69,79,99, 
104--106, 258, 278, 360--
368, 388, 406--410, 418; 
sketches and plans of, 56. 
See also Mazandaran 

Tabriz, 24, 156, 221, 222, 226, 
293--311 ; called "the Place 
of the Blow" (MalJ,all-i
~arb), 403 and n. 2. See 
also under Bdb 

Tahir, Sheykh, of Shiraz, 273, 
. 279, 280 
l'ahira, Jenab-i- (" Her Holiness 
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the Pure "). See {(urratu'l
'Ayn 

+ahmasp Mirza, 129 
Ta~i, Haji MuUa, of Kirman, 

252, 265 
Tal.d, Mirza, of Mazandaran, muj

tahid, 405 
T~i Khan, Mirza. See Amir-i

Kabfr 
1'al'at-i-Abha, Beha'u'llah so call

ed, 139, n. 1, 303, n. 2 
+al 'at-i-Muharak, the Bab so 

called, 303, n. 2 
rali~an, 359 
+ari~at, 186, n. 1 
Tarikh-i-Jadid. See New History 
+eheran, xv, xli and n. 5, 65, 74, 

93,94,99,113,115,135,138, 
139, 140, 141, 197, 299 i call
ed "Damascus," xvii, 337, 
373 

Theophanies, doctrine of, 331, 
332, 336, 337 

Thief, anecdote of a, 11, 12, 193, 
194 

Tomb, Questioning of the, 46, n. 1 
Toumansky, Lieut., xxiv, n. 1, 

xxxiii, xxxvi, xlii, xliii, xlvii, 
Iii, 313, n. 2, 318, n. 2 

Traditions. See BiQ,dru!l-Anvar, 
and under JJfahdi, Imam 

Translation, principles of, xlvi
xlviii 

Transmigration of souls, 334, 335, 
337, 338, 357 

Traveller's Narrative, xiv, xxxi, 
xxxii, xlv, xlvi 

" Tree" (Shajam) , meaning of 
the word, in Babi termino
logy, 273, n. 2,384,387,439 
and n. 3, 440, n. 1 

Tupchi, Sheykh, 145 
Turcomans, 88, 134, 157 
Turco-Persian War, 190 
Turkman-Chay, treaty of, 197 
Turks, xx, 88, 192, 373, 401 

'Ubeydu'Uah ibn Ziyad, 139 and 
n.3, 157 

'Uluvv, Seyyid-i-, 394 
'Umar,76 

Unbelievers excluded from five 
sacred provinces, xxvi, 441, 
n.2 

Unity, the First (Wa~Ldat-i-avval), 
399, 417, n. 5. See also 

, " Letters of the Living" 
Urumiyya, 240, 242, n. 1, 403 
U~Ulis (sect), 333 

Vatil, the Armenian, 189 
Vasaks } 104, n. 1, 407 and n. 1. 
Vazkas See ~lso Dasak-sI11', 

Daskes 

Waghih, Ibn, the historian, 329, 
n. 1 

Wa1].id, title of, 347, n. 1, 380 and 
n. 2, 426 

Wajh ("Face," se. "of God"), 
123, n. 1 

Wa'l-'A~r. See C01nmentm'y 
Wara~a ibn NawfaI, 332 
Watson's History of Persia, 197, 

n.l 
White garments worn by Babis, 

70, 283, 356,383 
Wrath, Sermon of (Khu-tba-i

If,ahriyya), 239 

Yahya, Mirza. See Subh-i-Ezel 
Ya~ya, A~a Seyyid, ~f DArab, xv, 

25, 111-123, 133, 134, 209, 
212, n. 2, 231 and n. 2, 264, 
347,348, 370, 371, 399, 400 
and n. 3, 410, 411, 415 416 

Ya1].ya Khan, Warden of Chihrik, 
239, 240, 353 . 

Ya1].ya Khan, of Tabriz, father of 
Haji Suleyman Khan, 31, n. 
1, 154 

Yaman, standard of, 359 
Yar Mu1].ammad Khan, 149, n. 1 
"Ya :?ahibu'z-Zaman " (" 0 Lord 

of the Age I tt), the battle-cry 
of the Babis, 69, 74, 128, 144 
145,372 ' 

Yazid ibn Mu'aviya, xvii, 9, 125, 
n. 1, 139, n. 3, 225 

Yezd, xliv, 24, 111, 113, 116, 117, 
198, 200, 261, 371, 411 

Young, Captain Arthur, Ii, 421 

I 
I 
! 
I 

INDEX. 459 

Yl'tsuf, Mulla, of Ardabil, 64, 87, 
232 

Yllsuf 'Ali, Mulla, of Khuy, 29, 
232, 341, 362, 365 

Za, the (Zahra, "the Bright"), 
one of Kurratu'l- 'Ayn's titles, 
438, 439, n. 1, 441 and n. 1 

Zabih xxxiii, xli, xlix, n. 1, 139, 
. 2is and n. 2, 216, 232, 378 

and n. 3, 385-387,390, 391, 
n.l , 

Zaki, Mosque of ..I\.~a (BarfurUsh), 
410 

Zanjan, xxxiii, xlix, n. 1, li, 24, 
135-169,205,219,223,224, 
227, 234, 258, 291, n. 3, 292, 

350, 351, 371-373, 380, 410, 
411, 413 

Zarind, 293, n. 3 
Zeynu'l-'Abidin, MuUa, 44 
Zeynu'l-'Abidin Khan, governor 

of Niriz, 129 
Zikr, ~ikru'llah (" the Reminder 
• of God "), one of the Bab's 

titles, 336 and n. 2,359,374, 
376, 381, 382, 394 

Zillu's-Sultan, 67 
Ziyad, Ibn: See' Ubeydu'lldh 
Zoroastrians, xxv, xxxiii, 60,323, 

326 
Zotenberg, M., Iii 
Zubnr. See TheophanieB, Doc-
• trine of 
Zu'l-Fi~ar ('Ali's sword), 97 
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1 MS. inserts -,. In this C9.se the sense will be "a just man 
named Tahir," or "a man named $alih and Tahir." As, however, 
his name occurs eight lines lower as "A'ka $a,li~Tahir," I am 
inclined to regard this -' as a slip of the pen. 
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