Peru

Radio Baha’i of Lake Titicaca is born

By BORIS HANDEL

At an altitude of 12,541 feet above sea level, on the high
plains of southeastern Peri, a momentous international
Bah4’{ teaching project linking the sister communities of
Perti and Bolivia has been initiated: Radio Bah4'i of Lake
Titicaca.

The radio station, located strategically near the town of
Chucuito, about 11 miles from Puno on the shores of Lake
Titicaca, the largest navigable lake in the world, is destined
to serve as a powerful instrument for the proclamation, pro-
motion and reinforcement of Bah&'{ teaching in that area,
and for the deepening and consolidation of a large number
of Aymara Indian Bahd'i communities distributed
throughout a 150-mile-long zone between Puno, Perti, and
La Paz, Bolivia.

Aymara culture

The Aymara people have an ancient culture that is dis-
tinguished from that of other groups by their language and
deeply-rooted customs. Their principal occupations are
agriculture and animal husbandry. Agriculture is limited by
a hostile environment and by a shortage of arable land;
animal husbandry, on the other hand, is pursued more in-
tensively, and is even found at altitudes higher than 15,500
feet.

At the present time there are approximately 4,000,000
Avymaras, a large portion of whom are virtually untouched
by Western civilization. Many are illiterate and do not speak
Spanish. The Aymaras, from earliest times, have been char-
acterized by a stubborn resistance to cultural change. The
powerful Inca empire met strong and heroic resistance to its
expansion to the east, and was able to annex the Aymaras
only after establishing a treaty that respected their language,
religion and organized way of life. The first Christian mis-
sionaries in Perti also encountered many problems in
attempting to establish their evangelical centers among the
Aymaras.

The Message of God

Today the Word of God is deeply fixed in the hearts of
these men and women. For them, the life-giving Message of
Bah4®u’lldh has opened the door to their true salvation.

An ancient Aymaran tradition states that at a certain time
white men would come from the other side of Lake Titicaca
and forcibly impose their culture on the Indians. Then, at
another time, other white men would come from across the
lake, but this time to educate and guide them for their well-
being.

Throughout the past few years in this rough, immense
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The buiiding that houses Radio Bahd'( of Lake Titicaca,
near Puno, Peri, as seen from the highway.

land, the Baha'i teachings have been actively promoted.
Various groups and individuals have come to establish pro-
jects for teaching and expansion. The inspiration for this
noble enterprise was the promise by ‘Abdu’l-Bah4,
reiterated many times by the beloved Guardian, that was
made on Page 10 of the Tablets of the Divine Plan:

““You must give great importance to teaching the Indians,
that is, the aborigines of America. For these souls are like
the ancient inhabitants of Peninsular Arabia, who previous
to the Manifestation of His Holiness Muhammad were
treated as savages. But when the Muhammadic light shone
forth in their midst, they became so illumined that they
brightened the world. Likewise, should these Indians and
aborigines be educated and obtain guidance, there is no
doubt that through the divine teachings, they will become so
enlightened as in turn to shed light to all regions.”

Valuable testimony to this sacred promise has been the
great receptivity to the Cause of Bahd'u'lldh in the Aymara
area and definite indications of the beginnings of mass con-
version. The progressively increasing acceptance of the
teachings has fanned a fervent desire among the Bah4’is to
reinforce and augment the work already done, and has
motivated many traveling teachers and pioneers, both na-
tional and foreign, to teach among the Aiymaras.

This area of Perii has been honored by the presence of the
Hands of the Cause of God Amatu'l-Bahd Ruhfyyih
Khdnum and Rahmatu’llih Muhdjir. Among the first
pioneers to come to this zone were Dr, William Baker (son
of the Hand of the Cause of God Dorothy Baker and
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presently an Auxiliary Board member in Bolivia), Miss
Christine Hoyt, John Kepner, and Ronald Mease, who serv-
ed as an Auxiliary Board member.

First meeting in centuries

The potential of the area, and the formation of the first
Bahd'i communities, especially in the Juli region, moved the
National Spiritual Assembly of Peri to organize the first In-
ternational Aymara Bah4’{f Conference in August 1978, It
was attended by Aymaras from Peni and Bolivia. For the
first and only time in their history, the Aymara peoples met
together to consult about their spiritual welfare, and to
study seriously the conditions under which their village life
could be improved.

The most valuable fruit of this conference was the in-
auguration of a teaching campaign entitled **The Spiritual
Conquest of Lake Titicaca,” which during the Five Year
Plan generated an impressive record of expansion of the
Cause, opening vast new horizons for the immediate future.

The Bahd'i Teaching Institute in Juli, Per, was dedi-
cated to the majestic and inspiring figure of Dr. Muhdjir.
Bah4’{ literature was translated into the Aymara language;
in the space of a few months, through the dedicated efforts
of native-born traveling teachers, more than 2,000 new
believers were enrolled; meanwhile, local endowments were
made and 20 local Haziratu'l-Quds were constructed.

The beloved Dr. Muhdjir, during a visit to Perud in De-
cember 1979, called on the Peruvian Bah4’is to unite and
arise to carry the Message of Bah&'u’lldh to all parts of the
region by participating in a special 40-day teaching project
in Puno. A few days after his ringing call and moving
presentation, word was received of the unexpected ascen-
sion of this illustrious teacher of the Cause of God. The
friends were plunged into sadness and consternation by this
news; nevertheless, it added even greater impetus to the
teaching efforts, and the spirit of service and devotion of
the Peruvian and Bolivian Bahd’is was redoubled, resulting
in widespread proclamation of the Faith and the enrollment
of hundreds of new believers.

The first radio activities
Toward the end of 1978, when 18 enthusiastic indigenous

A Bahd’f children’s class is held in the middle of the ‘Puna.’
The jeep used by the Bahd’f teachers is at the left.

Bahd'(s participating in a teacher training class in Pilcuyo,
Perii, present a colorful picture in their native cosfumes.

believers attended the first radio workshop at the Bahd'i
Teaching Institute in Juli, they could not anticipate the
glorious nature of the activities they were initiating. A series
of five more workshops followed, culminating in the Inter-
national Bah4'i Radio and Television Conference, held in
Puno in May 1980. The desire of the friends to serve Bahd-
"u’'lldh enabled them to surmount virtually impossible dif-
ficulties, such as woefully inadequate equipment, to pro-
duce for the first time ever programs in the Aymara
language that were broadcast by a local commercial radio
station. Their constancy and progressively improving exper-
tise, coupled with their devotion and the selflessness with
which they shouldered the many responsibilities, assuredly
attracted the blessing of being chosen by the Universal
House of Justice to establish the second Bah4’{ radio station
in the world.

Radio Bahé'i of Peri is born

The first International Bah4'f Conference on Radio and
Television, sponsored by the National Spiritual Assembly of
Perii and the Continental Board of Counsellors for South
America, was held on the campus of the National Technical
University of the Altiplano. In addition to exchanging ideas
and experiences in radio and TV teaching in several national
communities and on several different levels, the participants
also commemorated the 88th anniversary of the Ascension
of Bahd'u'lldh.

At a crucial and dramatic moment during the conference,
dozens of Baha'is came forward to volunteer their help in
the development and construction of Radio Baha'f of Lake
Titicaca. The success of the conference far exceeded what
had been expected. As a part of the program, the Faith of
Bahd'u’lldh was proclaimed to high government officials.
Among the other high points was a meeting of conference
participants at the proposed site of Radio Bah4'i in Pert
and the recital of prayers in several languages.

The ‘For’ project is begun

In the days following the Radio and TV Conference, a
teaching program entitled ““For'’ was launched. A number
of Bahd'is from several countries volunteered their services
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and were immediately organized in teams that traveled and
taught in the area around Lake Titicaca. Starting from
Puno and ending at La Paz, Bolivia, where a satellite con-
ference was held, the campaign had as its objective the loca-
tion of towns that could, in future, become archetypes of a
Bah4'{ society.

The satellite conference was transformed into a “‘unity
feast” at which new methods of teaching were shared, in-
cluding such innovative ideas as the establishment of a
traveling Bahd'l teaching institute, the use of new audio-
visual materials, local ““tuning in'* or receiving centers (to
receive and listen to Bahd'f radio programs), and so forth.
On their return to Perd, the teams openly and enthus-
iastically taught the Faith, visiting schools, public plazas
and parks, radio stations, and government representatives.
The doors were opened to present the Cause at a TV station,

Bahd'( teachers with participants in a deepening class in
Pilateria, Puno, Peri.

a theatre, a Catholic church, and a military base.

Closely paralleling the teaching campaign was the initia-
tion of construction work on the building that was to house
Radio Bah#'i of Lake Titicaca. On July 15, 1980, the cor-
nerstone was laid. Construction has been directed by Kam-
ran Mansuri, a selfless and devoted pioneer to Ecuador
from Iran who is an engineer. A number of indigenous be-
lievers from the Puno area also have volunteered their ser-
vices to help construct the edifice.

Expansion and consolidation

At present, the teaching work among the Aymaras is per-
formed largely by indigenous Bahd'is who visit the nu-
merous and distant localities, usually traveling on foot due
to the lack of reliable transportation. Throughout the year,
district institutes are held in the various regions of the coun-
try, sponsored by the Regional Teaching Committee. A per-
manent Bah&'{ traveling teaching institute maintains a pro-
gram of regular visits of a few days each to various Bahd'{
communities where the local believers are deepened in such
matters as Bahd’i education of children, women's activities,
functions of the Local Spiritual Assembly, the Nineteen
Day Feast, and so on. A Baha'i club is being formed at the
university in Puno (the National Technical University of the
Altiplano) where the most talented youth in the region are
to be found. During the Ridvédn period of B.E, 137 (1980),
50 new localities were opened to the Faith and 51 Local
Spiritual Assemblies were elected. During Ridvén 138

(1981), the number of Assemblies was increased to 130.
Radio Bah4'i will be invaluable in the deepening and con-
solidation of these Assemblies and localities.

Permission to broadcast

Much worrying and preoccupation was caused in the
Peruvian Bahd'f community by the long wait involved in the
radio licensing process. Finally, after a memorable week
during which the entire Peruvian national community
united spiritually and prayed the Tablet of Ahmad daily,
permission was granted, on March 3, 1981, to use the short-
wave band at 890 KHz. The official announcement, coming
less than three weeks before Naw-Riz, filled the Bahd'is
with joy. That same day, the National Spiritual Assembly
cabled the exciting news to the Universal House of Justice.

Now the finishing touches to the radio station’s construc-
tion are being directed by a team of Bahd'i engineers who
are lovingly dedicating their time and knowledge to the
completion of this worthy project. The team includes Kurt
Grove, an American geologist lately from Puerto Rico who
is pioneering in Puno; Zabihollah Mohebbi, an electronics
engineer from Iran who is pioneering in Bolivia; and An-
tonio Fernandez, a Peruvian electrical engineer. They are
being guided, as the entire project has been guided, by en-
gineer K. Dean Stephens, a pioneer from the U.S. to Puerto
Rico who is the technical adviser to the Universal House of
Justice on radio in the Americas,

Radio Bahd'i of Lake Titicaca was scheduled to begin
broadcasting in July, with the official inauguration pro-
gram to be held November 12, 1981, the 164th anniversary
of the Birth of Bahd'u'lldh.

For the Bahd’is in Peri and throughout the world, this
radio station, dedicated to Bahd'u’lldh and His Cause, to-
gether with its sister station in Otavalo, Ecuador, and the
future stations ta be estahlished in Rolivia, Brazil, Chile and
Panama, represents the first glimmerings of the glory pro-
mised to the indigenous American believers by the prophetic
pen of the beloved Master, 'Abdu’l-Bah4, in the Tablets of
the Divine Plan.
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