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Challenges for foundational work

AcCcess

» What is out there?

» “Chart the coastline™
Content

» What does it saye

» “Plumb the depths”




The goails

Create two aids for foundational work
» 1. Facilitating access: catalog the accessible sources
» Exhaustive list of what we presently have access to
» Both original texts and translations
» Include all three Central Figures
» 2. Exploring content: thematic reconstructions

» Mulfiple approaches possible




Background

» August 2019 Wilmette Institute Webinar:
The Writings of the Bab

>

» February 2020 Wilmette Institute Webinar:
The Writings of Baha'u'llah (and Abdu’-Bahad)

>




Challenges on the path of approach:
The Writings of Baha'v’llah

» AcCcess

» Both original texts and translations are scattered,
uncoordinated (beyond the BWC)

» Majority of texts (>90%) are untranslated

» For those wanting an exhaustive and systematic study: where
do they begin and where do they end? And where can | find

theme

» Content

» Size: ~5+ 6 + 6 million words
~2,000 + 20,000 + 30,000 surviving works

» Uncharted vastness discourages the approach




A “coordinate system” for the Bah
Writings

» Writings
» The Bab
» Bahd'u’llah
» ‘Abdu’l-Bahd

» Utterances
» The Bdb
» Bahd'u’llah
» ‘Abdu’l-Bahd

Longest
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Shortest Later additions

BBOOOO
BHOOOO1
ABOOOOT

BBUOQOO1
BHUOOOT
ABUOOOT

BBO0635
BH11676
AB11805

BBUOO15
BHUOO65
ABU3664

BBO0636+
BH11677+
AB11806+

BBUOO16+
BHUOO66+
ABU3665+




Results of the inventory

» Availability:
» The Bdab: ~25-30% in public domain in original languages
» Bahd'u'lldh: ~75%
» ‘Abdu’'l-Bahd: ~40%

The Bab Bahd'u'llah ‘Abdu |-Baha

By item count
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» Reported utterances
» A few thousand more (mostly ‘Abdu’l-Bahd)




Accessing the inventory (~50MB pdf)

>

Welcome

A Partal irventory
of the Works of
the Central Figures
of the Baha'i Fasth




Parsing catalog entries
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Catalog ID

Title

Word Count
Language

First line (Ara/Per)
Manuscripts (Ara/Per)
Publications (Ara/Per)
Translations (Eng only)
First line in franslation
Musical interpretations
Notes

[Hyperlinks]

BHOO001. Kitab-4-Agdas (The Most Holy Book). 10520 words, Ara. L Jy
P 56 SO0 o allas 3 403 B QU Rl pu.‘ 5. ML INBALS 08D,
BUROOE20.001, BUBOr15691 001, BLIB.OF1IST29.002, BLUIR.OMS7174 001,
KIS 3 . CMB.T29, CVEBF30, CMBF 3L, LEID.Or49689x, BN 6197

GP8.325s, 2 331.-332y, 8.376x,
MEW. 1660, MBW.168x, PDC. 040N, PDx

TROES, SLCPTA056, SSCLI0 MOE3.044+048n, SSC 154 3

261 8547y The first duty prescnbed by God for His servants is rfc
rno,'ﬂw of Nm Who /i the C\'j\p' ing of Wa Revelation and the Fountain of
M lows. Noted: LAC.213-257 S et ol OGS et al, R
3|, EBTB. 155, EBTB. 189, MMAM 199, GSH. 133, LLa027,




Some use cases

» Lookup from source reference (e.g., “"GWB#050")

» Refer to bibliography for source code abbreviations
Lookup from words/phrases in first line
Systematic readthrough
» Longest-to-shortest, shortest-to-longest
Browse fitles (from index)
Browse questions (from index)

Collation of original text from mulfiple manuscripts

» May be useful when authorized text at Bahd'i Reference
Library does not exist




Next step: Content
(appendix to the Inventory)

Kant's Critique of Pure Reason
» What can we knowe

» What should we do?¢
» What may we hope?

THE CANON OF PURE REASON 6%

THE CANON OF PURE REASON
Section 2

THE IDEAL OF THE HIGHEST GOOD, AS A DETERMINING
GROUND OoF THE UrTiMATE EXD OF PURE REASON

Reason, in its speculative employment, conducted us
through the field of experience, and since it could not find
complete satisfaction there, from thence to speculative
ideas, which, however, in the end brought us back 10 experi-
ence. [n so doing the ideas fulilled their purpose, but in a
manner which, though useful, is mot in accordance with our
expectation. One other line of enquiry still remains open to
us: namely, whether pure reason may not also be met with
in the practical sphere, and whether it may not there conduct
us to ideas which reach to those highest ends of pure reason
that we have just stated, and whether, therefore, reason may
not be able 1o supply to us from the standpoint of its practical
interest what it atogether refases to supply in respect of its
specualative interest,

All the interests of my reason, speculative as well as
practical, combéne in the three following questions:

t. What can I know?
2. What ought [ to do?
3. What may [ hope?

The first question is merely speculative. We have, as |
flatter myself, exhausted 21l the possible answers to it, and at
last have found the answer with which reason must perforce
comtent itself, and with which, o Jong as it takes no account of
the practical, it has also good cause to be satisfied. But from
the two great ends to which the whole eadeavour of pure
reason was really directed, we have remained just as far re-
meoved ay if theough love of case we had declined this labour
of enquiry at the very outset, So far, then, as knowledge is
concerned, this much, at least, is certain and definitively
established, that in respect of these two latter problems, know.
ledge is unattainable by us.

Thy second question is purely practical, As such it can
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Previous systems? == — T———

Reasoning God Mathensatics

Ad |e r’ S HS n -I-O |C O n " Philosophy Religion Science
y p Metaphysics Prophecy Physics
Theology Astronomy
Logic Nature
Principle Soul World
Definition Imamortality Element
Cause Angel Mechanics
Chance Space
Change Fate Time
Dialectic will
Hyypothesis Animal
Induction Sense
Moral philesophy Evolution
Being Truth Life and Death
Form
Matter Good and Evil
Quality Sin Political philosophy
Quantity Duty Justice
Relation Judgment Liberty
Oppasition Law Progress
Punishment Man
Necesuty sad Contingency
One and Many Virtue and Vice Labor
Same and Other Love Wealth
Universal and Particular Temperance Education
Courage Family
Eternity Honor
Infinity Prudence Government
Wisdom Aristocrcy
Democracy
Desire Monarchy
Miod Tanguage Emotion Oligarchy
Mind Happiness Tyranny

i\im'-\‘le‘qg(; I 2 Pleasure and Pain
. ﬂ"t‘() A IIINLI'L 200 Habn \L‘lc

Expenence Citizen

Idcfi ‘ Slavery

Opinion Consurution
Aesthetics Custom and Cosrvention
Beaty Revolution

At War and Peace

Language

Sign and Symbol
t

Rhetoric Poetry

History

Medicine




A classification
scheme

» What can we know?e

» What are the ultimate
things to know about?

» How do we know them?2
How does language
function as a vehicle for
the transmission of
knowledge?

» What should we do?¢

» Asindividuals, in relation
to ourselves, others, the
Truthe

As groups of individuals
that need to both
cooperate and
compete?

» What shall we hope?

» Where did we come
from, and what kind of a
world are we creating?

AppPENDIX

A SusJECT CLASSIFICATION SCHEME FOR THE BAHA'T WRITINGS:
Man HEADINGS

|. Degrees and Conditions of Existence

A. God and the Readm of the Divine WHI
8. Metaphysics and Natural Philosophy
C. The Maniftestations of God

D. The Covenant and the Fath of God

Il. Knowledge, language and symbol

A Knowledpe and the Invwstigation of Realy
B. Language, Symbel and Intorpretatior

C. Sacred Writiags: Modes, Styles, Disposition ¢

I, Individual Reality and Developmaent

wdividuad Spiritual Reality: Soul, Mind, Spiria
e Spiritual Purpose of Human Existencs
ritua Lde and Practice

n Relation to God

o

i

2. in Relation 1o SeM
I

' Relation to Others

IV. Collective Reality and Development

aws ang Urdinance
Prohibitions and Admonst)
ocial Teachings

L The Admimistrative Order and

the Bahi"i Community

V. Past, Present, and Future

&5 and Dispensations of the Past
Central Figures and Events of Their Mirskstries
o Future Order; Crisis and Victory

Satements




Classification:
sub-categories

A SUBKCT CLASSIFICATION SCHEME FOR THE BAHA'I WRITINGS:
Sug-HEADINGS

LA, GOD AND THE REALM OF THE Doving Wil

Links to thematic
compilations of
extracts

Shoghi Effendi,
Universal House of
Justice heavily
referenced here




