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To Mr Gzla Mich9,el Bahta 

0 God/ 0 God! ■ 4•• 

Make me 'Victorious through the armies of 

Thy Supreme Kingdom and encircle me with 
Thy confinnations, which shall make the moth 
the eagle, the drop the river and the seas, and 
the scintillas the suns and the moons! 

Abdu_-Baha 
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l. I TRODUCTIO 

Moths Turned agles' is principally he nsplring story of the introduction 
of the Baha'i Faith into Ethiopia and Djibouti in the last century by Sabrr 
Elias, a remarkable young Egyptian from Alexa drla, .and his wife Ralssa. 
A 50 con rlbuting to ttle growth of he Faith in these two countries were a 
number of bellevers to whom they Introduced the Fa th, prominent amongst 
hem be ng Gila Michael Bahta, an Addis Ababa lawyer who la er rose to 

intemational renown. 

Ethiopia and Djibouti are part of a beautifu 1I and fascinating region whose 
ancient civ llsation had already welcomed new religions - Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam. This book ou lines the two countries' acceptance 
of he world 1s newest reUglon - he Baha l Fa th, which came into being In 
1844. 
Sabrf's early 'ife was difficult and unhappy and makes heart~rending reading 
and, except for some training in tailoring, which he put to good effect 
during his modest life, he had no formal education. Rarssa's chlldhood was 
happy, and her educat1on was as a seams r,ess. During the early days of 
their marriage the poverty rn which they lived was dire. Yet this was not 
to be a deterrent o their splrltual achievem nts which were spurred on 
by passion to share the Teachings of a Faith that they loved and served. 
Their devotion and tenaclty are a shining example for generations to come. 
Here the author's selection of this book's title flnds justlfica ion: Moths 
Turned Eagles. Although the trials and tribulations of these two eagles were 
many, some events in their lives recorded In this book may be regarded as 
nothing less than miraculous. 

Shining through the story is evidence of their devout love for Shoghl Effendi, 
Gu rd an of the Bah''' Faith from 1921 until 957 to whom they tum d 
cons ntly for advice and whose recommendations and suggestions they 
allowed wfthout question. 

A large proportfon of this history is derived from udio tapes made by Sab f 
and Raissa at diff ren times. The Importance of thrs rnformation, recorded 
usually soon a er the events descnb d, cannot be underestimated, nor 
can the value of thel transposition and nslation from Arabic, made over 
severa years by the Gamal Hassan, for whom this has been a labour of 
love. The au hor was also an eye witness to the latter part of Sabrf and 
Ra ssa's long llfe of service and, therefore, is keen on shanlng their story 
In ample detail. 

r,1,:; 11R11 ,. o, 'Qll · o,.· 11sR1 &- RA, :s,.,,, • /J.f, 

2 P ologue 

His ory ells us that today's Ethiopia, Erftrea, Djibouti, and part of 
somalia use to constjtute the histor·cal African dominion of the K·ngdom 
of Abyssinia. n,e reglon is belleved by anthropologists to be the cradle 
0 mankind, as evidenced by thel discoveries of four-million-year old 
fossils of the human species Homo sapiens. However, recorded history of 
Abyssinia starts only from 1000 BC. In a fabulous in e lnlng of religion 
and legendary tradi Ion, Abyssini n mythology presents the birth of th 
empire as a love story between the wisest and mos renown1ed ,among 
th prophet-kings of Judaism, K ng Solomon and Queen Makeda of Sabea 
(Sheba), whom some scholars also refer to as Yemen's Queen Bilqais of 
Saba' - since her vast dommion included Yemen as well. This legend speaks 
of an In 1ma e relationship that developed between the two monarchs w en 
the Queen ventured nto he Jewish Kingdom at its apex The Queen's 
encounter w the King and her conversron o 'the faith of God' is recorded 
in the Qur'an 2, and their relationship has been metaphorically alluded to 
I he Baha'i Writmgs3 as love in its oble mys cal form. According o the 
legend, Makeda bore Solomon a son, MeneUk (a name that literally meains 
'th son of the King), who succeeded his mother to establlsh hat is known 
as Abyssinfa's Solomonic Dynasty. 

As a ma er of fact, Ethiopia's contact with God's Messa,ge to the ch ldren of 
Abraham (or Ibrahim) extends to eariier biblical times: Kush and Kushites 
are the names of E hiopia and its people In more han thirty biblical 
references. The Old Testament explicitly mentions that Moses wed an 
'Ethiop an' woman4 and, above all, King David sang praises to the country, 
~Ethiopia shaU hasten to stretch out her hands unto God". 5 In genera , the 
Old Testamen conta ns some thirty references to Ethiopia. 

Do n hrough the ages, Ethiopia contlnued to rece•ve each of God's Messages 
at very early st ge lr, Its history and development. Exactly the same year 
Christianfty changed from an underground faith to a state-religion wfth the 
conversion of the Roman Emperor Constantine, the Message of the Gospel 
came to Ethiopia: in :n D, two Orthodox monks, Frum ntius and Aedissius 
came from Egypt to t iopia and met rts reigning King, Ezana of Axum 
(A.ksum), who convert d to Christiani og ther with many of his subjects. 
Frumentius, journeyed briefly afterwards to his base in Alexandrfa, where 
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he was consecrated and ordered to return back to E hiopia as the Found 
of he thiopfan Orthodox Church and its first bishop. 

Islam came to Ethiopia in a eco d short time, even before Proph 
Muhammad made is historical move (Hfjra) from M,ecca to Medina. I 
615 AD, Prophet Muhammad llowed a hundred of his devoted followe 
ncluding one of his cousins and a son-in-law, to move away from the wrat 
and persecution meted out to he early conv rts to Islam by the infidels 
Mecca. Wi h E h;opia being hen the only hospitarble place known o the 
and with a rule who was reputed for his fairness - egus Armah, thes 
emigres sought refuge in the Ethiop·an Kingdom of Axum. When emissari 
were sen o he Negus by the Meccan enemies of this nascent Faith, wit 
allegations hat they were renegades and mischief-makers, he caUed th 
refugees to a hearing. After lfstenfng, over two da1ys, to he refugees, wh 
appointe the cousin of Muhammad to respond, who gave an eloque 
refuta ion of these allega Ions with an rrefutabJe vi dlca ion of he veri I 
of Islam and its deep reverence for both Jesus and the Virgin Mary. Th 
Negus sent e eccan emissaries home empty-handed, and allowed 
refugees to remain hencefo h In his Kingdom as long as hey wishe 
Wh.le he majo ty of these immigrants -re urned to Arab a afterwards, whe 
Muhammad established his rule In Med'na and defeated he enemies o 

ecca, some of hem settled permanently in Ethiopia( enjoy ng a freedo 
of faith that was qu'te unique at the time 

It is in the light of _h s unique histoncal significance and perspective th 
the most recent of such spiritual 'conquests', as related in the folfowin 
chapters, must be viewed and appreciated. 

In sheer ,contrast to he numerous milrtary expeditions • hat attempt 
to conquer or subdue thlopia rn i long recorded history, the spirttu 
campaigns tha opened it to the Divine Messag s did not involve a costl 
and sop his, icated mobilisation of armaments and troops. Each spiritu 
conquest was invariab y accomplished by the peaceful and unassumi 
fai hful, with the Baha'i Faith presenting no exception to this rule. It wa1s i 
an even more subtle and humb e manner than any prev•,ous mlssion h 
the Baha'i Faith was in reduced o thi hrstorical land. This most recent 
mis ions was entrus ed to a Baha'i faithful from Alexandria, Egyp , wh 
came to Ethiopia solely for this noble purpose - firs a one n 1933, an 
la e in 194 accomp nied by is small ami y of a young wife and 
infant ch.Jdren. 

6 uslim lendor, o uwn Hijri, m th uh. • led, 
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start n his journey from ort Said to Ojibouf v·a Aden by ship with an on
d k ticket h wa upgraded through the charity of sympathetic f ends 

e~hird-class, Mr. Sabri Elias arriv din o Ad1dis Ababa by tra n on h early 
0 

ening of 25 November 1933. Sitting soon after his arrival in front of 
~ oof- op shack which was the hotel room he could afford to hire for 
he nigh , Sabri, then aged 27,. was in a s ate o~ great confuston. While 

in Djibouti he had1 very kindly given most of the little sum of money t~at 
he brought along for his in ial se I me t to a ne dy young Armenian 
trave er, whom he casually met during this arduous long journey but now 
could no find. 

oepr ved of any forma educa ion due to hars childhood circumstances 
and armed only wi h ailoring skillls, this onely soul accomplished the 
mi ion tha wa entrusted to him by Shoghi Effendi, the Guardian of he 
Baha'i Faith: to br"ng God's essage for today to a land that is destined to 
'hasten to stretch out her hands unto' Him. 

Whife he accounts of bringing E hlopia ·n touch with the three previous 
essages (Judai m, Chris, ianity and Ista,m) are enveloped In mythology, 

Incomplete, o sketchy, we are privileged_ o_ ~ave a quite precl~e and 
comprehensive s ory when it comes to t Iop,1a s first encounter w! h . he 
Baha'i aith - thanks to he echnology of our mod rn times! In capt1vatmg 
tape-recordings that they started in 1975 and ended as late as end 995 
- a ew months before he pass ng of Sabri - e couple left to posterity a 
detai ed account o their our pioneering ep·sodes to Ethiopla and D1ibouti, 
hei humb e beginnings and other important evens of their lives. 

Spo~ n in the Egyp ian dialect of the only lang1uage that the couple 'knew 
II - A blc, a part of these recordings represented the recolle~o s of 

Sabrr on events h he alone had witnessed, such as memories of hLs early 
ildhood his first encounter with he Baha',. Faith to which he dedica ed 

is whole' eing, or his audience wi h Shoghi Effendi and subsequent first 
erm in E hlopia be ore his marriage to Raissa. By he same token, ano her 

P rt of the tapes con a i ned the reco I lecti ons of Ra Issa of that pe • od in he 
llf h t preceded her marriage, and events that she sole y encoun ered 
a erwards. ut, for th most p , h recording sess ons wer the work of 
a con ended coupte who s em d .o be taking short breaks from he pa nfu 
daily chores o life as hey would huddle and coo like wo lovlng doves 
sharing her exp rie ces. Their episodes are more capfvating than the 
most thr" ling of hrillers, and heir words conveyed h Ir nnermost feelings 
as t ey seem to reliv the cher s ed memories of a glorious l'fe; when 
lis ening to each o two separa e recordings at Sabri had aped seve I 
ye rs apart of h first meeting of that estranged young Arm nlan traveUer 
WI h h's mo he Addis rain station, one would hear him re-enact the 
sto nd w ep bi rly at tl He ev n discovered another re erence In the 
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Old Tes amen o E hiopi , as wi I be fat1er rela ed in Chapte 7. 

In order o prepare the core-material of th s book, he tapes were ra1nscrib 
ad verbatim in Arabic and then translated in o English. While he v·vidnes 
spontaneity, and heart-rending nature of this audio autobiography a 
not to be found in the transcrip , th,ei unassuming spirit and matchle 
genuineness never fade It is to such a great advantage that most of th 
stories told in this book are taken straight rom this matchless source. 

Currently preserved among the mos cherished treasures of the E hiop a 
National Baha'f Archives, i is hoped ha these apes will be widely circulat 
in future in their genurnie phonetic form1, in order to avail a chance of 
journey back In time with Sabri and Raissa to future generations. It fs al 
hoped that, within he shortest µosslble time, heir Arabic transcript w 
be pubrshed as-is, so that the compatriots of this illus rrous couple, th 
Baha'is of Egypt, may derive added mspiration and courage from the 
during the eventful years hat lay immediately ahead. 

No account of the annals of th hfstory of the Baha'i Faith In Ethiopia woul 
be complete without a befitting mention of the firs convert o understan 
the real significance of embra1dng o God's Message for this Day, to hol 
fast to its life-giving Teachings under the days of ex remely difficult an 
inhuman circumstances tha were to become his lot in years to come, an 
o make its promulgation the dommant passion of his long I fe. Bette 

known by his professional title \Kegnazmatch', I.e. 'Master' or Maltre', b 
wh·ch a high ranking professional would be called, Mr. Gila Michael Bahta 
was, in the words of Mr. and Mrs. Elias, he one who 'saw himself creat 
as a Baha'i', and ~was he kind of pers,on who instantfy recognizes th 
Truth'; and whose 'fai h was unrque and life was like a plaque of honour'. I 
spi e of not being chronologically the first person to declare, M. and rs 
Elias regard K gnazmatch Gila as 'the firs person to embrace the Faith' i 
Ethiopia 

When Sabri went o Ethiopia In 1933 for his firs pioneering term, a yout 
of Eritrean descent had been sent by his father t 10 school in Khartoum 
Sudan, two years earlier: first at a Cathonc ission second ry school, an 
hen t the Faculty of Law of Khartoum University. By the time young Gil 

completed his tudies n 1941, he was des ined o be among the enthusiastl 
and excited Eritrean and hropian youth tha marched on foot, all he wa 
from Khartoum to Addis Ababa; with Emperor Haile Selassie at he heels o 
the combined army of British troops and esistance guerrfllas who Ube ted 
their land from colonial occupation. Returning to AddJs Ababa as a young 
a d h ghly gifted lawyer who was arm1ed by the mas ery of Amhanc nd 
many other indigenous Ethiopian dialects, in addftlon o fluency n Engl sh, 
Frenc , Ita ian and Arab·c languages, Kegn,azmatch Gila's star was soon to 
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rtse by taking on a legal case that waIs the focus of na ional attention a the 
time. It was during the proceedings of this case that he was yet to win a 
higher acclaim of a spiritual nature: meet'ng Sabri and Ra·ssa in ·944 and 
embracing the Faith almost instantly when they found a sui able chance to 
each him. 

In 2005, some ten years atter Kegnazmatch GIia's dear wife's pas.sing andl 
burial in Addl,s Ababa, and his elocation to Asmara afte Eritrea's option for 
secession, he managed to write a brief, yet quite in piring and informative 
hl.sto ·cal account of his memories of r. and Mrs. Elias, his conversion 
to the Baha'i Faith, hls marriage in Egypt, and Amatu'I- aha Ruhiyylh 
Khanum's his oric audience with Emperor Halle Selassie I in Addis Ababa, 
16 Oc ober 969 The rea,der is also fortunate to find extensive quotations 
from his valuable material over the following pages, notably th specia1I 
appendix that the book befittingly earmarks to this audience, which was 
possible in large part because of Kegnazmatch Gila's unusual nearness o 
the Emperor. 
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3 God's New Mess ge to Manki d 

The Faith established by Baha:1urtlah was born in Pe ia abou the mldd e 
the nineteen h century and has, as a result of the successive banishmen 
of ts Founder, culminating in His ex e o the Turkish penal colony of Akka 
and His subsequent death and buriar in ts vicinity, fixed its permanen 
spiritual centre in the Holy Land, and s now in the process of laying h 
foundations of its world administrative cen re n he city of Haifa. 

Alike in the cla ms unequivocaUy asserted by its author and he genera 
character of the growth of he Baha'f community in every con inent of th 
globe, it can be regarded in no other light han a wodd religion, destine 
o evolve i the course of time into a world-embracing commonweal h, 

whose adven must signalize the Golden Age of mank'nd, he age rn whic 
the uni y of he human race wiU have been unassaifably established, i 
maturity attained, and Its glorious destiny unfolded hrough the birth an 
efflorescence of a world-encompassing crvutzatlon 

Re tement of E ernal V rit1es 

Though sprung fro Sh 'th slam, and regarded, in the early stages of Its 
development, by the followers of both he Musfim and Christian Fai hs, as 
an obscures ct, an Asiatk cult or an offshoot of th Muhammadan reHgion, 
this Faith is now increas ngly demonstrating its right o be recognized, 
not as one more religious system superimposed on the conflicting creeds 
which for so many generations have df vided mank nd and darkened Tts 
fortunes, but rather as a resta ement of the eternal verities underjyfng aU 
the religions of the past, as a unifying orce instilling into the adherents of 
these religions new spiri ual vigour, nfuslng them with a new hope and 
ove for man ind, fir ng hem with a new vision of fundamental unity of 
their reJlglous doctrines, and unfofding to their eyes the gforjous desfny 
tha wa ts h human race. 

The fundamental principle enunciated by Baha'u'Uah, he followers of His 
Faith firmly believe, is hat Religious truth is no absolute bu rela ive, 
that Divine Revelation Is a continuous and progressive process, that all the 
great eUg ons of he world are d'vine ·n origin, that their b sic principles 
ar ln complete harmony, that their aims and purposes are one and the 
same, that heir eachings ar but facets of one truth, that th Ir fun ions 
are complementary, tha they d ffer only in the non-essential aspects of 
hei doc r nes and tha their m ssions represent successive stages in he 

spiritual evoh.J ion of human sod ty. 

7 h gln Effendi. 1mtnw • r« f,:n 11110 I ~ p • ·i'nl U. { 't11runit1 r' on P,11~ ti,, . J '-17 

Tu£ 'PIRJ'/l..·11 o, 'Q 

o Reconcil Conflicting Cre ~ ds 

e aiim O Baha'u'Uah, the Prophe of this new and gr at age which 
humanity has entered upon -- He whose advent fulfils the prophecies of 
the Old and New Testaments as well as those of he Qur'an regarding the 
coming of the Promised One ln he end o me, on he Day of Judgm nt -
is not O destroy but to ul I he Revelations of the past, to reconcile rather 
than accentuate the d1vergenc s of the conflicting er eds which d srupt 
present-day society, 

is purpose, far from belittling the station of the Prophets gone before Him 
or of whi ling down their teachings, is to restate he basic truths which 
these eachings enshrine in a manner that would confonn to e needs, 
and b fn consonance with he capacity, and be applicable to the problems, 
the ilts and perplexi 1es, of he age in which we live. His mission ls to 
p oclaim tha he ages of the Infancy and of t e chfldhood of the human 
race a e past, that th convulsfons associated wlth the present stage of 
Its adolescence are slowly and pain ully preparing it to a ain he s age of 
manhood, and are heralding the approac of that Age of Ages when swords 

ill be beaten into ploughshares, when the K1ngdom prom sed by Jesus 
Christ wlll ave been established, and the peace of th plane definitety 
nd permanently ensured. Nor does Baha'u'llah claim finality for His own 

Revel atlon, bu rather sti p u I a es th at a fu Iler m a,su re of the truth He has 
b n commissioned by the Alm ghty to vouchsaf to hum nlty, a so critical 
a juncture In Its fortunes, must needs be disclosed at future stages in the 
constant and limi less evolu ion O·f man ind. 

Dnen s oft e Human Race 

The B ha'i Faf h upholds he unity of God, recognizes the uni of Hrs 
Prophets, and inculca es the pr~nclple of the oneness and wholeness o 

e entire human race. lt proclafms he necessrty and he mevitability of 
the unification of mankind_ asse hat ·s gradually approachlng, and 
claims that nothing short of he ransmuting spiri of God, orking through 
His chosen Mou hpiece fn his day can ultima ely succeed in bringing i 
about. I , moreover, enjo ns upon its followers the primary duty o an 
unfettered search after tru h, condemns all mann,er o, prejudice and 
superstition, declares he purpose of reHgfon o be the promotion o amity 
and concord, proclaims i s essen ial harmony ith sc·ence, and recognizes 
It as the foremos agency for he paci ca ion and the orderly progress of 
human society. I unequivocally maintains the prfncipl o equal rights, 
opportunities and privi eg s or men and women, inslsts on compulsory 
educ ion, eliminates extrem s of pove.rty and wealth, abolishes he 
ins tutlon of priesthood, prohib slav ry, asce ici ,m,. mendicancy and 
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monaisticism, pr scribes monogamy, d·scou ges divorce, emp~asiz 
the nee ssity of s rlct obedience to one's government, exalts any wo 
performed in the spirit of s rvice o the level of worship, urges ther h 
reation or selection of an auxiliary ntemational ianguage1 and defineat 
h ou lines of those Institutions hat mus establfsh and perp tua e 

generar peace of mankind. 

Th Her Id 

e Baha'i Faith revofves around three central Figures, he flrst of who 
was a youth, a native of Shiraz, named Mirza AH-Muhammad, known 
the Bab (Gate), who in May, 1844, a the age of en -five, advan 
the claim of being the Herald Who, according to he sacred Scr"p ures 
previous Dispensations, must needs announce and prepare the way for h 
adven of One grea er han Himsetf, Whose mission would be accordin 
o hose same Scrfptures, o inaugura e an era of righ eousness a 

peace, an era that would be hailed as the consumma ion of all previou 
Dispensations, and lnitiat a new c:ycle in the religious his ory of manki 
Swift and severe persecution, launched by he organized fo ces of Chu 
and State in H·s native tand, prec pi ated successively Hrs arrest, HJs exil 
o the mountains of Adhirbayj n, His imprisonment n the fortresses of Mah 

Ku and Chihriq and His execution, in Jufy, 850, by a firing squad in th 
pubUc square of Tabriz No less than twenty housand of hrs foflowers we 
put to dea h w th such barbarous cruel y as to evoke the arm sympa h 
and the unquaHffed admiration of a number of Western writers, d ptomats, 
ravelters and scholars, some of whom wer,e itnesses of hese abominabl 

outrages, and were moved to record' them in their books and diaries. 

a a'u'lrah 

M rza Husayn-Ari, surnamed Baha'u'ilah (the Glory of God), a native o 
Mazindaran, Whoseadven the Bab had foretold, was ssaUed by thos:esam 
forces of 1i,gnorance and fanaticism, was imprisoned in Tihran, was banished 
n 18S2, from His native land to Baghdad, and thence to Constantinopl 
and Adrtanopte, and finally to the prison city of 'Akk ~, where He remained 
incarcerated for no fess than twenty-four years, and In whose neighbourhood 
He passed away in 892. In the course of His banfshment, and particufartv 
in Adrianople and Ak a, He formulated the faws and ordnances of H s 
Disp nsa ron, expounded, in over a hundred volumes, the prlnciples of His 
Faith, proclaimed His Message to he kings and rulers of both the East nd 
the West, bo h Chris ian and MusUm, addressed the Pope, he Catiph o 
slam, th Chief Magistrates of the Republics of the American continent, the 
ntire Christian sacerdotal ord r, h leaders of Shi'ih and Sunni Islam, and 
h high priests o the Zoroastrian reHgion. In hese wri ngs He proctaimed 

... 
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His Revel tion, summoned those whom He address d to he~d His call and 
espouse is Faith, warn d h m of he consequences o their re usal, and 
denounced, in some cases, their a rrog nc and tyranny. 

Abdu"I h 

H's eldes son, Abbas Effend, known as 'Abdu'I-Baha (the Servan of Saha), 
appointed by Him as the successor and the authorized interpreter of His 
teachings, who sTnce early chlldhood had been closely associated with His 
Father, and shared His exile and tr"bulations, remained a prisoner until 
1908, when as a result of the Young Tur Revolution, He was released from 
H 5 confine ent. EstabHshlng His residence in Haifa, He embarked soon 
after on His threeayear journey to Egypt, Europe and North America, in 
th course of which He expounded be ore vast audiences, he teachings 
of His Father and predicted the approach of that catastrophe hat was 
soon to befall mank nd He returned o His home on the eve of the first 
wand War; in the cours of which He was exposed to constant danger, untn 
liberation of P lestine by the fo ces under • he command of General! Allen by 
who e ended the utmost consideration to H·m and the smaU band of His 
fellow-exiles in Ak a and Harfa. In 921 Hi pass d away, and was bun d 
In a vaul in the mausoleum erected on Mount Carmel, a he express 
instruction of Baha'u'llah for the remains of th Bab which had previously 
b en transf rred from Tabrfz o he Holy Land a er having been preserved 
and concealed for no less than sixty years. 

Adml i trative Order 

e pass ng of ~Abdu'I-Baha mar ed he termination of the firs and Heroic 
Age of the Baha'i Faith and signalized the opening of the Formative Age 
destined to itness the gradual emergence of its AdmlnistratJve Order, 
whose establishment had been foretold by the Bab, whose laws were 
revealed by Baha'u'llah, whose ou llnes were del neated by 'Abdu'I-Baha fn 
His Will and Testament, and whose foundations are now being laid by the 
a lonal and local councils which ar elected by the professed adherents 

of he Fai h and which are paving the way or he constitution of the 
World Council to be desrgnated as the Universal House of Justice, which in 
conjunction -..,fth me, as Its appointed Head and authorized Interpreter o 
the Baha'i tea ch ings, must coo rd i na e a" d d • r ct the affairs of the Baha'i 
community, and whose sea will be permanen ly established in the Holy 
Land, in close pro xi mi ty to its world spi ritua I centre, the res ting-places of 
I ounde , 

The Administrative Orde of the Fai h of B ha'u"llah whfch is destined to 
evolve Into the Baha'i World Commonwealth, and has already survived 
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he assaul aunched against its nstitutions y such formidable foes a 
the ings of the Qaja dynas , the Caliphs of Islam, the ecc esias ic 
leaders of Egypt, and the az regime in Germa y, has already extended i 
ram fications to every continent of the glob , stretching from Iceland tot 
e trem lty of Chile, has esta b I ished in no Jess than e i ghty-e I g h co u ntri 
of the world, has gath red I in its pale represen ativ,es of no less tha 
th rty-one races, numbers among its supporters Christians of vario 
denomina ions, Muslims of bo h Sunni and Shi'ih sects, Jews, H ndu 
S khs, Zoroastrians and Buddhis . It has published and disseminate 
through its appointed agenci s, Baha'i literature fn forty-eight languages 
Has already consolfdated its structure hrough he incorporation of ffv 

atlonal A_ssemblies and seven y-seven local Assemblies, in lands as i 
apart as South America, India and the Antipodes -- incorpora Ions tha 
legally empower its elected represen a ives to hold property as truste 
of the Baha'i community. It disposes o interna ional, national and lo 
endowments, estimated at several mlllion pounds, and spread over eve 
continent of the globe, enjoys in several countries the prfvUege of officl 
recognition by the civil authorfties, enabling I to secure exemp Ion fro 
taxation fo its endowments and to solemnize Baha'i marriage, and numbe 
among •ts stately edifices, wo emples, the one e e ed in Russian Turk·sta 
and the other on he sho e of Lake Michigan at Wilmett , on he ou kirt 
of Chicago. 

This Admlnistra rve O de , unlfke the systems evolved after the death of th 
Founders o e various rellgions, is divine In origin, rests securely on h 
laws, the p ecepts, the ordinances and ·ns itutions which he Founder of 
the Faiith has Himself specifically faid down and unequivocally established 
and functions in s ric accordance with he in erpretations of the authorized 
Interpreters of Its holy scrl ptu res. Though fiercely assa i I ed, ever s i nee i 
inceptiion, it has by virtue of its character, un que in th annals of the 
world's re igious history, succeeded in maintaining un'ty of the dfve sifle 
and f. r-flur,g body of its supporte s, and enabled them to launch, unitedl 
and systematically, en erprfses in both Hemispheres, designed to exten 
its limits and consolidate its administra fve institutions. 

The Fafth which this order serves, safeguards and promotes, is, J should b 
noted in this connection, ess n ially supematural, suprana ional, en 'rely 
non-political, non-pa isan, and diame rlcally opposed o any policy or 
school of thought that seeks to exalt any particular rac , class or nation. 
Is free ram any form of ecc~es·astfcism, has nei her priesthood nor rituals, 
and is supported e elusively by voiuntarv con ributions mad by Its avowed 
adherents. Though oy I to their r spective governments, though imbued 
with the love of their own country, and anxious to promote, at all tlmes, 
its bes lnteres , the followers of the Baha'i Fai h, nevertheless, view·ng 
mankind as one en i , and profoundly a ched o i vital in er sts wi I not 
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bordlnate every particular interest, be 1t personal, regional. or 
es~tate to s~he over-rlding n rests of he generality of mankind, knowing 
a ional, o . a world of Interdependent peoples and nations e ad\' n age 
II w II that l~est to be reached by the advantage of the whole, and that no 

f he art is be achieved by any of he component parts If he gen ral 
ting resul can 

s ts of he en ity itself are neglected. eres 
act be overlooked that the Faith has already asserted and 

or sho~ dt:~eits independent re1igious character, h s been emancJpated 
ernons r f orthodoxy in certain Islamic cou tries, has obtained n one 
om fetters o I·c1ted testimony o lts independent religious status, and 
f hem an unso 1 

d d ·,n winning he allegiance of royalty to its cause. 
uccee e 
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S bri - the Orphan d Mo 

aissa 

While n thiopia, probably during the years 1933-5, Sabri was 
communication with a world renowned Baha'i teacher and educator: M 
Victoria Badfkian. She was an early American Baha'i - be er known 
'Auntie Victor a' in v ew of he· keen in erest and dedicated fabours 
the nerd of child education over s veral decades. Auntie Victoria was 
cons ant correspondence with vlrtu Uy all ,Baha'i locaHtles that were list 
rn the 'Baha'r Directory" of the biennial record, The Baha1 World. I 
one of her letters to Sabri, she re ated to hfm a qu te astonishing sto 
hat Sabri seemed to have decif ded not o record in his, otherw,se, wel 

deta led autobiography. Fortunately, it was in a rare relaxation of hfs ft 
grip on total humrnty and seJf-denial tha he confided it verbalry and o 
the record to th s wri er. According to Aun fe Victoria, she once reques 
permission from the Master to allow her to carry he Mes.sage of Baha'u'IJa 
to Ethiopia. t ·s not clear whether this re~ues was made verbally durt 
one of her prlgrimages to the Holy Land during the lifetime of Abdu'I-Ba 
or through written correspondence. The Mas er·s reply was that Ethiop 
w It be opened to the Fai h by a Baha'i from Egypt Up to his poin , t 
s ory s quite an eye opener. Bu wha was quite e traordinary is the fa 
that she made this request in 1906 - the very year hat witnessed the bi 
of a fa her-orphaned child, named Sabrf Elias, to a Coptfc Orthodox famil 
I an obscure village in the heart of Nile Delta in the North of Egyp . 

In a heart-rending ccount of he early childhood of his brother and himse 
Sabri's s ory runs as follows: 

Ill mory o hi ldh starts with the fi • m th.al I m by brolh hi h 
uring I JI hen J wa 4 o ld. Be r th ttirn an a 
• from b t here my bro i • wa • • of 

: ie at ycani of ag . hi c 
o nlh fore m birth. My broth y r. 

been widowed. my mother moved wa thi.:: horn 1 

• g baby. • nee was born 2 m r J ttp in a ilia e 
i my father my b mained. m her or, rath 
kn 'that I had hroth r nam d u h ritil ire 11 u uni . 
bee ill c •hi I uhhi remaine under o hi. dfalh r tn the fumi ly 
l ained u.n r d • l • kling us 

r ·h first lim in our 
e: in th fam· . W 

years m • r. H w ing du 

1·· EJ..Us 

urch llJl ial h cadin d wrili Bibi th 
to this. ur gran toring h·m in mathematic a ubj t t 
i ting c the Domain . Jt I.so tion o the: t1 ere 

th ·ma1i i llianl nd u·te per-ceptive ch.Id t • J 
to him hi m gr ling . Th is J hi 
y my m th • Y ur moth ff1'Y!l.a~., k •. d him as 1 said th is, 
q u ed B 1 w quite as a- ne , 

, c as mo • l h al h r. r • be reatted, ·t don't ha 
ere· hav any idea th l sh xi t d. 

up itb u hf t ill grandfalh r' home or ·ng o 
favoured child - in contrast t ubhi beet, 

hi grand.fa • as nt by my moth r, whom this family di li ecL 
ke e who h d hi • • . Th on1y om .n in my 
wefi som W 
fb ' u lo 

b :r. Th old .r un I , n c t 
tly. owevcr. h had som b 1 . ·o 

tum ather urn red a troke that left him half-pru-alyzcd. Hen 
to r eriou difficulti : our uncle ruled over the h u...iwehold, 

uh t th head fthe amil in pl ce ofh. indispo cd father. He b4: an 
y nd rty. 

pee' I tr ble. 
right f • nheritance in i 

d tbal the b.ildf ·o o a d 

e villagers d ised u hi Lo uppnr h ur 
the pr ' ailing hri ·tian I w n inhe itancc 
d fl th do inherit th er grandfath 1• -------

in w th name the Egyptian ommi io 

• • · i cloc$ not have pccific L won • Thc:rcfart, n w C.."U rornwy in Egypt; in m t• 

111n~. r pply I.be J hmm: hAri h w 1 l. 

le d I Ii in i • • c:acb fwnil. • ' • 
• up of lh eldest o 

ily property nri ·ib,le unit, gen roti to 
iti n f cl, f. m ·11c.c. woold i:'I put lb JJ3f 

n::fore, hildrrn could noL sl\are their c th pro ir 
• earlier. fo rctum, cl were gi the l 

®i:~ed thcr wiLh equity and • 'OWlll • lhc:y w wn 
k int oonss • • • n. Yn. lhc 

f.aouli • 11M 1h e in modem tim~ to Ii in 
lnl! loJ y w :n1 qd Ufifl'C • 

in I.heir gnmdfalber s b-i,.. qcb.s 
'«:di d ·~ ' , 

alt. ' , 
med lobem 

r ~~- ~~~ M 
fter th pl ~ in 1 

[ 



uni .. the • • w·i dfath rt ·m. 
would ay • about o 

f in .......... ~,...._ ther he l 

to ed hi b 1 
e. in ou.r en ,j 

• • the j Hag r remarked th it 1 ture of 
u will not be obl to cl many inh ritance and u1 

• ith the majority o them being Muslims, w quite ymp c 
viUag • est ·m t i 

e thi . 1 than he 
me lO the riest e to h • • • pri s 

friend and dri pamon of my o e but, 
the truth. r n tea do o t, 
at it ilificd lh me. ay. H would n 

t • e the wiU bu nl ng hi ti k n1e 
ct e ·i 1 and handed it o • fri uncf on the Pfi 

pl ti.ng ly. 

• • • • nt enough to infu • I thew 
appen d al th imc th 

ee f p that had 
life. yet tha dark spo 

n rce . Thi p 
·ous in 'ted t 

acba' 
bef◄ 

to in i 
tun • Thu m 

rill d ntte 
t to 'in. 

• • WU th l will 
p dta on to w . It o 
our f; o ne, w.ill 
t p rsecul ld man hhl ban 
him cru Uy. J al I of mmitling ce 
int • n h o ng 
from tha1 we t f urs the 
ultim b ea e ar und I 
h went 

·iwo month fi • ubhi 1sai>oew an • l 
ploym nt eu f: 

tim h r di at d 
g 

whispered to m h • return 

d 
y grand.fa e 

ca ion n the 
hurch 

th' 
I 

r ·as tot 
grc l n f tho 

·t n: i did nor ·i 
wcw re t inh 

old run 
d 

• • n 

lo auo 
ed ·n o th ilia 

m. • . Th re I ru. hed, and the re 
1m tandin by the d ep· e u 
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• e ' Thi vil 1h TO\l;'Jl inuf and I do a l wan l 

e 'BS Kamshush.. and rr m there ~ to 
OW' moth r used lo Li . Upon chintc it J • c:d be l 

tn. J 1 ed her o much. I w of 
ildhood mend wilh,; h ml u 10 

I nt lbe first i y 'MS f my Ii erefoil . r was surpri • d 
stati n instead of gomg ·tru:'ghl l u:r m ther 

. ·w m i be until fall , then wil g 
r we enter th 11/II ge m t ha dirty clolhcs \ e ill t 

Ill t ur m th ram ng b r n ighbour he J m· isce about the days 
y,rjth u hi l em hi it and pm er conduct at all tim . 

• m om t ub me th re nd de ed. 
, t ob "th ti ilw· 

mg 
ould 

main e ·ng ·1i 
l hip of on~ ofmymo 

hi on • month com to i 1 

told in und r th cu 
unpl an t lhe h nd 

t ould not be e rded t do • 
ent n t d lh • w 

ul I ould ften run away 
m m o fug . How ·r. lho 

• l 

contin un i I ubhi bla • n , pennanen t jo in u ·z. Wh ·o be e to i it 
wept e tri d lo reconcile me , ith that uardian, wb nd y m tern I aunt, 

not po iblc. Thi tim , ubbi d to e me to live w th him. Fr m th l mom nt 
w r t the in uez d were never again t.o s.cpar h:d. Th r I ed to I 

·10 ·o pr fe i n whil h was a low-ran.kin mp 'n gyplian ,, 

Eventu fly, Sabri moved to work and live ln Alexa dria, firs on his own, 
nd later with Sub i hen he came to settle in this City - never to leave 

1 until his passing sixty years la e in 980, at the age of seven elgh . 
In contrast, Sabri would travel extensively ror the ne t seventy years and 
o llve is dear brother by sixteen years. 

::hw ,;> he case wit Sabrf, Ralssa was a so destined to be bom o a1 non-
1 family, but fourtee years later. Her paren we devout Muslims 

0 llv d in he City of Alexandria. Two more hings In common between 
1 

for lnc n Hh~ ill 

Y .,. r trunsport.. 
IOwn ; tra lli:rs n foot 

menu it.: ' ',kl litcrnll bmri , in 
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er and Sabri were t at issa never went to school, but she was tral 
for sewing and needleworks 11s in pace o regufar schooli g. 

Howeve,r; he hard hips as ch'ld were not becaus she lacked the lov· 
kindn ss of two living paren , since she wa blessed w th n exempl 
father and mother. Her tests came from distan re ,atrves and so 
traditions She tells oft Is n yet ano her cap ivatlng na rative 

irth on J 2 pri dria, 
fa.mil of rn th r. l 

and r by 
ama 

erfo 1c praye in ti 
kindn of h lov d b 
arent after four son and four d u 

• I • . . u ear that t maud o m . It 
I 

Lhe • o • piri aod sttlt>Sts e u d to ear from relati . ~ D a 
u • • • • o ort • U th e I 

tbe m f ough he was • m 
m I for m • c urage y iD e J 
ti • ful t'M' mmand m y cou i o 
rushed to le y • i u I g rid 

d fa e. He clru kl d 
mo 

h 

on 
tit m 

• na ·on. 

um 
ate le in 

m id nt also p-n 

• e to ha unusual dream ·that ouJd co e true.) One day my 
i t r I of disturbing dream Iha I ha th n • gbt _ fore: 

b da gh e (an le- 'ad die a • • h body. It 
vening: that u ex ' n o a k 

• th 'tc d m dre c :_ng • I 
~s· mo l of them would of u 

ho in me th' 

ei Id hen my o cnt m to 
' • • . v hi h ., uh 

t h d edm to 
her mo • aft. fu 
obi' ga ory nT"R,.,,.n:. i u 

. I a a 
• • funny • al 

ten tro i bmen a e lo hour I rru e 
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. to return to Iha wor 
roth ow d th t l wo Id m 

y there fi lon : I w nt to n tber w rksh 
. . m diti n l 1h Arabi langua e entary m them Li . 

b~ ce he ith· 

hile yet ocean apart from each o he, he mysterious process of prepar ng 
es two helpless and humble souls for a quite challenging fu ure was well 

nderway. fi with Sabri n the ear y 1920's when Ra,ssa was s ill a suckl ng 
hlld. Now a young man of 15 who was o longer at he mercy of crue 
elatjyes and w th a profession ha ena led him to both care for himself 
nd serve others 1 Sabrf w s o be introduced o the Baha'f Fai h through 
he nder care and wisdom of his only succour, men or and brother S bhl. 
pea ·ng more of his dea brother's conversion than of his own, Sabri's le 
s a glowlng accoun of his great transformation n his Hfw • 

[ w re li • tog ther in uez, cmre nden 'tart , d to come 
uncle 1 . i letter plet of me mean·ng and 

I - m thin mu h more ·x titan food. drink, I 
f guidan lhat w higher than w could com hend. , 

in e ence ofth e I t-rs. but uhhf would cxpl in 1hem lo 
quite limited at th tim ded ubhi li U lo 

o our uacl ubhi would e [ f i • e 
_ E ntu I bhi confide to m le h a ccA~ .... tha 

reveal to u . He i trying to o m m thing that he d oo 

rrc pond ubh went tom Un 1 lbrah how 
le e at t 1 d ta I-Bani ut • . 1 

rahi m • l1 mbrac d aith ..,,......:uu11. tcd 
an o,· town 

lhaL I re ~~~~::;red 

ul ubmi th o nence 
pond with •1 to the BahA 
a ti C • [ meaning pla 

number th in i o ubhl 
y fran w'th 

on! • ou th you waJ1t t 
J a ca • high than our y- d 

• of aM •u' d ._.ulJuUM. 

munil of 
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i, Uncl fbrahlm W°' , • e •ennmlly told ubhi t 
1 hrist h lh d I bout begin n w 
" w • wi U grce th world ii ne 

ere liste • hal hi • Uncl • • 1 

r:s. i e word u h w 
su y were ted by the Ri r i uncl 
' u ha f this new a ta ion 
cu fro b Ii p1ie he too 
a trunsparency. hi nu ed at tow ds lhe sun rn ft f bi 
pictu..rc o bdu c h ppened to ubhi at th tim • il happened 
he bun in te family i p • e, in oth we 

an reason. • ie:ture and he d th i talk is un 
... J beli t old (and] lhi could b ve 

lhc erid of l920. [ ta.rte ch (the F it.h] n n .top 
would me t Th po n earth d lop him fro 
faith. • enthu iasm e, no lo th d rburniD or o th 
but lo that o eing con fir ... 

' If I to 11 y u my con ition l th t time: • a 
nol Balta w w n l ful y a in 
c mpreh • f • u brin ing • d m cducati n WaJ li 
towbatC ho J d" n ten 
fhan i c h Jed to th 
Ole rim an er Mr. h. 
w rds, he attained a cert& . yet 1ance and wit w 
than the c • that h din l J aid - being a 
Balui't llh ·me 1 I ft I th Lt w Baha ( at I l for 
p fm brother i.n hi s d 

oU in ing of • s Eminence Abdu 1-B ha . . l potted an i 
m gazine e ... that bad a I d ry imp • po ·1 of Abdu 1-B 
fro e • ue th re a d tion of the funeral listing f 
and f the Family bd ii), d a. numb r of articles on 
Bah u l-Baha ugh th • d framed • o o 
hWl in m i.n th same manner Lbe Chri ho w uld e rtta:it 
in their h rw Subh came to me in • a pl c i 

a' th c·ty used lO m t - th h use A -Rahman 
• ah I Commun ·iy at lh tim num n persons ... One da 
• isit of Subh ncd m • • o to 1.1"1-Rahman 

and he rill gi ·e you a ill bring m me. J wiU be • the cotli s 
the • ay tion until you do . Bu • • book or tt m 

t • The iddi o you know w m • I did n t und 
c d wor . l bdu • I-Rahm 

4 uh' jn1 flhr. toey, 
ough to c, ntiaue. 

the m:ordin p med uutiJ he: 

Till:!. S1wu1V.-u. Ca QUE I OJ. • ~lJJH.1 & &is· ELM· 

01 th b On Lh k 1 w o rcom by an g rd ir to o n it. ince "wha 
i Jeni d i ed' id lhnt my br th r ouJd know. o I ouJd rCHd a ti 

ill nd th n cl Lh so on. v ntual I cam to my brother w·th lhc book., 

. ., spite of his many hours of record ng, Sabri stopped short of rela ing how 
~is ques for the trut continued after this point. Fortunately, Is brother 
;ubhl relalJed i •15 

vin r d th • H idd :n Words against m imenlional pli i • tructions] abri 

111 • o11s tarted and an w r foUowed until bj pc cptions matured. E tually. he lo ed 
be Failh or rath r, adored it abo e an}1hing I . Indeed. to ay t loved th ailh, docs 

1 cc d ribe it. o i, membe lha when we rented h use for both of us. in a 
burb o andria th t w inh.ab tt d y majori hri tian, a hristia.n ne • ghbour had 

ci ry sh pt.ha w imm iately p • ·i wh rn w uld en abrl l shop. 
en b al bri Bah 1 • curi ity grew intcn e:. Ea h tim 

voul th sh ould en • brl in inquirie and d • sc i 
, uM st.and in a ring around bri t h .>'\o.,..,4v 

;abrf' h ight a y n tan we rybody r hear him the 
" him n 1vc better • Wh g db; a qu tion 
o whi h h did nol ha an an wer h would spend th t im light of our 

uintin into th Bi blc in h for an got • n touch 
he w uld do the from the Qur' a t f◄ r piritu I 

lllned until be pe~ ea.rt f te chin ng and fi • inf4 rmati• n 
our an ill th l he mast He e d me! ay 

wh we e Ider than him nd am to mu i teaching 
du • e i le ndria) w re numerous and ful, brmging 
fas in . tho e beli omejoined course-on-high 
red in the Path c in the: sa.m r that did e est are those 

n iii that remained faithfu to th au. o until t day in E -these ere U 
be i.ri tual ch· Id n 

' Spir u IQ e • 

U the time when Sabrf's first 'spiritual expedition' in E iopia had o be 
~b_rtJp fy delayed ue to the ItaUan invasion of the country, Raissa's own 
•
1
P I ual quest had jus started. Strikingly, she was at e age of 15,, jus 
e Sab' 

as towards 1935 that Raissa lost the dearest of her h ee sisters to 
lrl un ime1y death Sh was H kma who I ad jus become a Baha'i art he 
:a;cis. of their younges brother Muhammad, who was taught he Faith by 
-:rs• n o ·g n Baha'i of Alexandria. Sp aking emotionally of hose days, 

s 
pc-rec med n:collecti I\S of Mr. ubhf liD n th hi tury r th 

ubhl m • th recotdin , m re l t ti when bri d R; i cm kcd 
nd Djibouti t rm 1 7 -I 977). 
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Ra ssa's v~vid collectlo never faded with lme. As late as August 20 
she gave us the fo l1owing account. 

oo th great b! ing of c pting th F 'th of 
ouJd co tract a fever d di soon afi a ho ·ta1 . 

p ·n . phy i ian want,ed to • y • o 
ad H an w • Doctor! r want y u 

·th. Th she ga e him her dr d be . 
m ber who ru.sh ital my bro uJi a . 
m y read about th ?'Th pb ic· m ked my h 'd you kn 
lhe aith? cJ i ammad. 'In her dying momen . . Id m o h 
r pred the deeply d physician. 

.. t • ke up b fore dawn d cri aloud, My moth rushe to my 
and T Hikm t h jus die , c an farewell! d 

minu t th n f Hi m th hoopi 
~ 111- • n from Hikmat d ened m grie o fi me to m 

irit and wo der about th bon an spiritual 
much n r to God th b fore t Loo muc 

me • • n tha coofirm to m the f thi Faith 
answered; In th w rid of visi n, I ~ lf at the D y 

muJtitude of peop w re in a tale of gitation d tunnoil. 'Wh 
D of R ction an sommt v ice. But wh w 

·And wh are lbe of the , d th fth 
mighty hand trctch out from x: 

fi ce I not se he is ed. 'H i 
v0 ice. • that H eld a rod th spli th muJ 

o : th R"ght Hand of . l al 
th P f and saw ..... ~•,n,, • umino 
with my bro . 1f. S 
t the P pie of empt r 
parenmJ unt y un beck ned 
replie in anguis s -:nAA d hou 

Right . • And oman, a d c • t 
o l of t f and camp an • you tale of won 
I er hWl , I p ~ Pl guid m to ! he 

I of light and brought regist r your nam 
he m a ecy 'ful can ttle f grce 

o . e I e li t will illumin ifc: I pl • 
th· • yo lifi -givin oil w u will n er li e • ut, tber: in 
of certitu .' gre l j y ,Uft ... 'l"n.n m o.k from my relat dli 

y mo the J yelled • Mo B ith i th Truth 

Wh I you g Sabri embarked rmmedlatefy on teaching his new y espo 
Faith to whomsoever he met and succeeded in inviting many othe 
ollow suit, social trad tion p ayed a factor in delaying Raissa's ea,c 
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c nquests. It was impossible for an unmarried young girl ln er teens a 
have he same open field as tha of a man of he age. Notw hstanding 
this delay, Raissa already had all the quaHties ha she wo Id need in her 
daring future o teaching In a field that would no know ny geographic 
boundar·es. As dis an future events evolved, that fieild included no I ss 
t an a dozen countries in Africa, Europe, and Asia. In recognition of her 
uni ue qualfties, her paren s, who also embraced the aith at the hands of 
their b nevolent young on, Muhammad, gave her he title by wh'ch she 
would be kno n: Ralssa, literally the 'she-chief 

WOE g e : 
1 am th royal Falcon on th rm of the Almighty. I unfold he drooping wing of 

very broken bird and tart i on i fiighi.. 16 

a lah] 

mbracing he Faith trans armed Sabri and Rasssa from moths to young 
eagles. As young eagles with short and fluffy fea hers, they weire no vet 
capable o soaring in horizons away from the vicinity of thefr humble nests. 
Growing up and wi h he unfoldment of their drooping wings was a process 
ha was ye a ak plac during heir pilgrimage to Shrines of Baha'u'llah 

& he Bab and o her Baha'i Holy Places in Palestine; ice by Sabri alone 
a e beginning of end his fi s pioneer' ng visit to E hiop·a, and a thlrd 
visit as a couple with the r first-born child jus before their return. There 
they wer a so lessed to meet at length with the young Guardian of their 
beloved Faith, Shoghi Effendi Rabbani and his wife Amatu'I Ba1ha Ruh(yyih 
Khanum Rabbani, who showered them wi h abundan love, guidance, and 
e couragement - an experience hat started them on their glorious nig t; 
firs wl h Sabri i 1933, and then Rafssa ten years later. From these points 
of lme onward , the two youthful agles were hardened, day after day, 
by c a eless and unavoidable trials and tribulatlons of a pioneering car er 
th sp nned mor,e an half a century. 

1 Tablc11" 8 h4'u'lldh p. 16 



on1 ~ ru '£ F..tt ,, ... 

Young S bri at his sewing machine 
with bro her Sobhy c . 1922 

S b in gyp after Ethiopia t - with 
e black fe - ca 938 

TUI: ['lRl 01 JIJd& 

h y aris 
• ion for their jo 
,f h ir Lord, ti 
• ifluence their 

A is n o e Challen 

... It b ho th t m to choo as the b st 
rn lianc upon God, and to clothe h m l with the 

o Ex lted, he AU-Gloriou . lfth y do o, heir words 
a~ rs. Bahau11ah 17 

brl was the firs hci i a visit Abyssima a stranger withou proper 
owl dg of the country. He had neith r a friend nor a helper, lying only on 

h. Guidance of Bah.fl 'u 'lbih. ·1, Baht 

w p or Ethiopia 

It en e ed he second d cade of the entieth century, h1opia (s ill 
etter know to the world as Abyssfn·a) was emerging from some seventy 
urbulen y ars of a cos ly strugg1e to regain ts place rn the world as he 
ni nation i once was, and seemed to have achieved he degree of 

bl I y needed fo its desired modemisa ion and advancement. n spite of 
looming colonial att mp at the country's age-tong independence, Shoghi 

ffen i's vision for Ethiopia s encounter wi h he new Faith of God was ha 
e ime was hen ripe 

re ·s no daub t at this young Guardian of the Baha'i Faith, who was 
hen n the early years of his glorious ministry of 36 years, was well aware of 
he ag· ions tha were st II ins ore for a nation tha had barely recovered 
om he su ertngs o ts birth pangs. Warning the lonely marshal who 
ros o the chaHe ge of this solo spiri ual conquest, Shoghi Effendi's las 
ords o brl Elias were: 'You wUI be forced by certain clrcums ances to, 

eave e capltal of Abyssinia. A such a me you would rest for a while and 
re um o Abyssinia once more" 

n ot~ r ords, Shoghi ffend 's plan was tha there is no tim o ose, 
eve~ .~f were to be three years that barely separated he first rrival of a 
Bah I P on er ram the yea s of war. 

~hoghl endl fe t urged o send a pioneer withou delay for ano he r ason. 
wa 5 ncou raged by some correspondence ha s a ed to reach him from 

a group in Addis Ababa h t was heade by certain Muhammad Da ish 
a and claimed to be genuinely a cted o he Baha'i Fal However. 
wanted hls claim of a th to be ascertained in he first place • h refore' 

cle 
I 

que5t d Sab_rl o meet hese peopl and, If hey were sincere in thei~ 
m O al , to Join hands wi h hem and oge her invite mo e people to 

Htm • if BtlM'u 'lhih, p. '"'00 
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join h Faith, otherwise he would shun em and do the work alone. 
how did Sabri come to arise o his chall nge? 

Splrltua D iny of a Ci 

Alexandrla was he capital of Egypt under G eek a d Roman rulers si 
w s founded n 332 BC by Alexander the Grea and made e lite 

scien • c, and commerc al cen re of the Gr ek world. In what is mo 
a d vine plan than mere coincidenc , Alexandr"a was the base from wh 
both Ort odox Chris anity and the Baha'I Fai h would rave to Ethro 
This spiri u destiny of the city is confirmed further by he reaHsa 
that i was the only part of Africa11 soil o have been blessed, hough v 
brie y, by. he presence of Baha'u' lah; on 26-27 August 1868 w en He 
Hrs en ourage of exiles changed sh ps en route to heir confinemen to 
Fortress of Akka by edict of the Sul an of the Ottoman Empfre. A exand 
was lso he scene of probably wha w,as the first conversion to the 5a 
Faith in Egypt when Fares Effendi, a Syrian physician, embraced the Fa 
at the hand of abll, th renowned postte and historian of Baharu'Uah, a 
sent a petition from their pr;son to Baha'u'llah as H's ship berthed in 
city's harbour. 

In what seems to be its preparation for a revival of its pas· sp ri 
fortunes, Alexandria rece ved the first con ingent of Persian pioneers s 
by Baha'u'llah o spread he Fai h in gyp barely one or wo years after 
Declara ion in 1863. This process con inued during the Ministry of Abd 
Baha when he and other memb rs of his family, including young Shog 
Effend he fu ure Guardian of the Fai h, bfessed Alexandria wJth th 
extended intermittent visits during 1910-19 J, when the Master made 
historical journeys to Europe and America. 

Sta ng wr h a handfu of very devoted and fai hful early Egypti 
believers in the few years that followed the sojourn of Abdu'I-Baha, 
B ha'f communfty of Alexandria grew soon afterwards in both number a 
devotion. At he fme when Sabrl embraced the Fai h n 921, he count 
some 15 adult believers n he city. By he time Sa ri and Raissa marri 
and had theJr firs two chi dren, as evidenc,ed by one of he communi 
g oup pictures (C. 1942), a count of Alexandria's Baha'is averaged 

dul , youth and chi dren. 

An indication of th sp ritual reso ve and drive of this community in yea 
come is tha fac that, during Shoghi Effendi's worldwid Ten Year Crusa 
t at took th Baha'i Faith o almost a hundred w countries and terri or 
Alexa□dda's share of he Knights of Baha'u'llah 1 who aros from Egypt 

1 belie \\' 1 rgfo t~• ry 
• wow d wrn 

1Hr I 'AL ' , 'QL. TS OJ RR! & 

this ch llenge was four out of eigh , ven t o of the remaining four 
~ ither armer residents of the city, or close family rela ives of some 
1 s believers.19 

oh 

en e a lonal Assembly of Egypt and Sudan received Shoghi Effendi's 
est to send a pioneer from Egypt to E hiopia, S bn was immediately 

sid r d as a sul able candidate. However, Sabri vi w h mself 
tly, as evidenced by his following reco lection. 

ri ·it J'. f skan r Hann . the f th tional pj ritual 
i h h d any n . He Bi • e ery 

t 
am 

d touch 

. d.· ... L,U~ ·n ghi 
. m 

age of 14 
e 

ti I • 

inia. 
• tpe r ti 

ap bl • rs. H i lso 
n cryon h m ell. For th 

im s po ibl nd1dat bu h d n t ha ea 
i m e li ng th re. Th are also other banie t him 

n i rn but each nam m nlion - h would 
g e ound that h i • hie'. 

al use Jal d 
er ·on.I t 

e • he They 
ch ri at 1 'knew I 
1. a o e reac ed 

e t o • 11 • a ti lin 
01 od w • na ch b enr 

l t n I a o pione r Lo 

mE 
iyyih 

a t<l· 

,·e l Ojib 1i in I 



hen dmi n p lh t n ighL, J had a e d t.: I • w my 
fri nd of min nee f Hi. Em. ghi JI◄ nru dl G 

ith : 1 J want 10 R ·ia o n d" 
• . rcq from Hi • Guard· ao took 
on und er ed w' lbout h 

that d c ! Let 'l y 
th pl f this m ting and w nt to a near droom lha as assigned to m . 
n my bed and wepl bjtte ly. J w ·mn thi de· pcrat conditio~ still in my dr 
bo ap eared to be P :rsian p sed by m • and inquired why I w p'ng. I 

'l')'llJg because Hi minence appoint d person ther than th.at mi • 
p o and I beli • at he i n l worthy fthis as 'gnm m. ·r e e yo i 

, .,. lh1 a• i J ied.. • Hi E nnenc would h ve appo • ntcd • tea 
remained i lent • er person sp k out. Wh I ok up from m. leep 
think , out mys nde~ Wh am . lndee4 l am in perienced and . 
outh.' 20 

The dream, as i eems, was a good reason for Sa bri to reconsi de 
dea of Ms own person. It also made him see d1fficul ies and challeng 
chances that mus be grabbed rather than avoided. The story continu 
folfows. 

•m th morning, I ent imm di tel t the hou of Jskandcr and o d hi.m; • 
1 do not . w who [ am n have the Imo I dge that q • a 
mighty· ofpfon ring ·a. How u kno m • 
in lhe sam Baba' 1 ommunity to h y u lf ou ~ nd 
m ' th n r am wilJin to a it • • • i gre t n 
• what w {Lh mcm -.y,-.u, lyJ we lhi in 

i h to force it on y u. b t ralh you to rise sp ntan y 
that you ha ul gratulac you • • x 

mbly." Then J Jd n Lh new to lib 
an, b ry m h • ed hear i.t id: th 

we waiting ou are a y th of an upri ht c On th oth r h 
a p ion rn you Ii i.ng b.i U make y 1aJly el -su 
qua lilies mak y u cap bl candidat . [f thi , s • you can now p~par yo 
the journ y. n 

rurth r in lhi • pc,,ree nr being unw th. uodcrmkiog Sabrl ) : 
du anon 1/wr I ever I ad r r 6 mom , "' En lbdr-m •dl°a clwof d~ 
'IXKI The es thal I Ulil!11tiJ d ul 1haJ ti.1t ~ ,hu. ·e of inform 1J pTY• !tool 

'I!~ d 1 rhe alplwh I ik'fi I amua hlffl• lo ad. 8)' ti lim I fi,,;s 
a i J that befell m\' brother 011,d I 10t1 pl t! and both of u ,~ di t 

TifF. PIRfl 1 Q,. QUI; 0 ' 'BRl& /.~ El 

Lll~-~-e R ard: Me o I i Eff ~ nd1 

h·mself or the jour ey, Sabrf only needed a passport and a 
? pr pareh e was O E hlopian diplomatic representation or a consulate 
ssa. u e~at ime and he nearest such facility was in Jerusalem, the 

.9Yt fa alestine. A visit to Jerusalem was more than welc,~~e news to 
apit~ ~ ·t meant that h , could also make It o h Baha I Holy Places 
ab ' . 

1 
c~ a fa and b able o meet Shoghl ffendi - an for he fl~ 

~ Ak1 ka ne~o e h wrote o Shoghi Effendi for permissmon to1 make this 1rne. er •' , 
ilgrfm ge and permiss10 was granted. 

hen e ached the House of Abdlu'I Baha in Haifa, where Shogh E.ffendl 
lso re ided, Sabri was met at the door by a person whom h~ mistook 

0 s ogh Effendi, judging by he P.hotograph~ hat he ~aw ea1 he~ of he 
uardia . As this encounter d not 1m1part to h11~ the sp1rltua! f~elmg ~ha 
e xpected fro meeti g he spiritual head of his Fafth, Sabr1 slipped m o 
state of spiritual anguish as this person beckoned the a enda t of the 

earby i grim house: 

long h ir nd ard 
n ard in re pon c and w 

thin am and. 
1 Id ~Mirz Ali 

[ later und u , 
bar! E cort th i 

H to th nearby pilgrim h use my m 11tal nfu i n gr worse. In 
e spiritua] acqu i th t l was . This a in pi e 
• o thi pc rson were ry imUar to th His Eminenc _ h ghi 
the p phs th l had en e rt i r. My p rpl ity ontinued 

i . ~'h 'le [ ,a sippin my t , in thi ondit' on irza • 
th honour fa m ting with 'h ghi ffendi'r 

ci ent l ·h u ed. 'Right no . i( ible right a 

atu e put n hi oat, nd n 
Gl d "din ~ m belo fri nd 

d y 

fi w mtnutes later 
d lh· l 

m • ba kt lh H ly H us·. Th T u h -d into th 
nfu i n. 1 lk ·d lraighl to 1e m • f lhe room and 

air n t to i.n nc 
I e colour p rtra'l 

r d e er mmandcd my nLi 
d minuL later J 
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ome n ent ring th- roomf Wh n J rai e y r saw _ on th an th ind.vi 
w m 1 mot carli yet wilh ome l"P-C""1'ftblancc. But wh n rny ey m this. I uld not 
my If nd II down at th e eetr He lift m up b both arms and mbrac d m . There 
many ming. that I fi I at th l m ment that ot d cribc in words. Anyw y, 
b de me I i d wn with a g ntl g sture, d id ·a mf nedl 

.. I t th ~ spell -
Port • id in ·pit o the 
without men ti oiling that I . a . 

ce ·urprised me by 
nted my elf upon arri 
pent wee in Port 

ondering if l had m a c in o Port aid. lli Emin 
nor • ol itical m u . but rather occupied i lh 
time • d t hin the n t bw; him 
r r . • rued, t th ir minds and lh,lo .. ,r'II~ 

rvin and achin u o od' 

-rben he Ired m • bout my pl or Ab ini . r m nti ned 
lh Aby inian R pr e ru al m. 

'II end • rson to accompany y u [to J 

istlca ~ ·on Visa to th· • - IOP 

As promised by Shoghi Effendi, Sabri was given a companion for . he trjp 
Jerusalem to obtain his visa to Eth·opia. One would hink of hat compani 
as a knowled gea,ble na ive bel leve who would ak,e Sa b rf around a 
facil tate.his visa. But, in wh~at seen:-ed to be part of Shoghr Effend''s sp r 
preparation of the young eagle, h s escort was exactly he opposirte. 

Tha pe,s. n did n t p bic, while J could n t ommunicate in an Langua th r 
th ~ bic: ton~ . H we er, w mane 1 d t understand each th r. L he spo e to me 
P rs1an r ngh h 1 would und rstand him. d if spoke him in my Arabic langu , 

uJd cap . what meant n onlo ke uJ thin that we were two broth rs oming 
th ame amll . Ho e t th l pc:rson was P i n of a Zoroastrian d n who ec 

Baha'i, He ccupied a conSlllar posi ion \ ith th o mm nt f Iran in som Euro 
co1.mtri . in th Zoroastrians do n Ii in J u . Mo or othc ibli al Pi'""''"IV!I 
h had an in lina • n lo oblaJ.D th bl ing of i itin th H Jy Pla I.ha n ither h nor 
anc traJ ·o-rel igj ni re miliar with. Jt or thi re-a! n thar His min en to! 
th thi per on w uldj ·n me. The purpo w • Lha r w uld e him und to lb H 
PJ ce m J sal 111.. hicb l di . 

In what had practicaUy demonstrated to Sabrl the banknuptcy of the 
o~der of things and he Importance and urgency of the m~sslon ahead, th 
v sit to Jerusalem went as follows 

0 

I • 

J 'QUJ'STS 

m. T e Um] lergy 
o hi 
g mu 

e w uld 
• w • ip. To ibis 

o f • ll l ri h 

H m I im hrn • 
t ho us o the hi tati n 
b l I tructi f Hi 
i th t 1 mpani 11 in my min . 1 blw'l<.Al.u.1.. ery 
khs, • n. T er re \\ riu n i ction 

:' • n~_Bu ani 
n: ·gw. o cm 
the ble · g and th bol • 

, al w • ~er t Id e the pla , bul n 
m la p lh m quie 

he s tuation as not different wi h Christian holy places, and qt the end 
ft i i ter s Ing our, and as instructed by Shoghi Effendi, Sabri t a 
o able aha'i who was based in Hebron at that time, . Huss 'n Ruhi, and 
ent with him to th Abyss'nian Consulate in Jerusalem. In Sabri's words· 

it uired on th p yment of en f of 
an rcmemb r. i th thi vis I aine Ii 1 1 le to tra l 

t aw to br; e ew t Hi min nc • hoghi 

p rat o Unto d n e Drooping Win s· 

v rv believer who met Sho hi Effendi, Oriental and Oc:cid ntal alike, 
poke of a v ry unusual spir" ual expe ence. Given Sabrf's h gh spiri ua 
use P lbility, h s description of this exper'ence was quite uni ue: 

say ,.,ery • that Hi Emin nee oghi 'ffend' wus o l n ordi 
pl bel nged to human rac rid as born o a ~ th and 

• r lh tau n and qualili r the anife ta • 011 • 

lUJ7 , H is thi di erent n ture that I ha■•••• f; .und m Hi 
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'me 
belie that 

bon o Hai a. 

Mo NE. >L l.F. 

·Ern 
?' cs!' 
e f od 

or my artur , • Emi gh 
·id n (in laifi J and th pil Id 

inm 
repln~d. l conlent with 
me in th fl pl ce d 

i di c 
ri ffcn 

6. The Fir Ex di on 

., rm at i dilline wi dom.s regarding he appear-an of he Holy or one OJ :r 
tmifi tat ·ans is this: The uls may com to know each other and becom 
. · h a It other: th pow of the lo of d may make all of them the nmat w• ' ,,, 

...,~i,,.-_,. of on O the flow rs of one e garden and the stars of one heaven. 

du'l-

mid-Au.gust 1867# (Field-Marshal Lord/ apier wa~ abl to giv he /f!r!tish/ 
nt fin London/ his e imate of what wa requt d [for he e.xf?CdttiDn to 

troopia/: about J 2,000 fig ing men with roughly twi as many foUowe , 
t 20 000 rnu.1 and other transport animals, artill ry of all 'nd • eluding 
y ~untai guns, and a fie of 280 hips, both .. ii and' t ~ to carry 

fa o ·ts destination ... The theri was th qu non of he ana a 
olla he only general curr: ncy ir1 Ethiopia .. and a earch oft n. and 
oney t nde in rseilles, ca·ro and Vienna revealed th t no nearl nough 

r, available. A contract th refor had to be signed with the 'mperial mini in 
,ennafora new ~-u of 500,000 i 

t of y jou. yJ ·i happened that I had, mo or le s 1 the sum of 
n . I rem.ember at that time that on of he Baha ls in Egypt ... 

dvis d m o k t,p hat sum of money in he innennostpoc er ofm undercoat. 
ei g a stran erin tha coun ry, 'he. aid, 'you would die of hunger if you w 
rel w"th thi • sum of money by rpending or los"ng i. Given your ndition, 

ng r that do s ot own money for food would be in great trouble! 
brl Elias 

e rl r retuctantly m es this comparison bet een the colossal cost of 
he rst colon al expedition tha as sent b ·efly to Ethiopia, and the scanty 
aterial r sou es tha Sabri lias had when he travelled unobtrusively 
to coun ry seventy ve year later. Th Blue Nile's description of 

he I dra al of t e Bri ish roops at the end of this expedition was tha 
ha ly nyth ng r maned to show tha he Bri ish had ever been In 

thlopra i
4

' Tod y, In con st, the e rs a Baha'i community I thiopia that 
1 bra s hat day in history when S b i, a sole and Insignificant stranger, 
ppe ou of the tra n at Addis Ababa Railway St tion on his rst arrival 

n ° the, land. he compa son here Is therefore between two to ,ces: the 
pow r of man' and he 'power of the /~ve of Goi' 

Id aillr - bd1 •1- n,p. , 

I! •'ll!, pp. 2 0- • ·n IJie nny nr 

that h led into Eth re uc h ndf ul 
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The Solo March 

The firs leg of Sabri's journey was by sea to Djibouti on board a 
steame from Po -sard. His extremely igh finances catered onI1y fo 
'on deck' ticket hat would not allow him the ba1s·c comfort o a bed 
modest cabin. This mean afso that, at meal times, he wou d take his p 
o he kitchen and hen wash it and keep it wi :h him un ii the next m 
oweve this was not to be he case, as he recaUs. 

'II h 
t th 

tllh'7 hnl 
to bid n e • f th m r. 

Ult:, wh ml m l during my pilgrimag t • o 
his high . pi ·tua.1 q • • tw them m 1i 

th that th ilia n 1111 en r ho 
ti : 'r C -. n w • lh tick 
ti m back • ther • third la ne, wi ~id El-Din 
di of are. tick t o I S1a in a abin th t [ bar d w'Lh 

ngers . •• 

Hardly anything of sfgnificance took place at the beginning of he voy 
except that Sabri and his two cabin compan ons, who were two Muslim 
from Singapo e, were served poor quality food in comparison a ha 
other third c~ass passengers received. Afraid o be served pork, these 
passengers specified Islamic food' in their particulars wi hout info 
Sabri - yet th two wer happily grabbing the gra is bottles of wine 
were placed on he dining table which Sabri would leave un ouched. 
s tua on was immediately recti • ed by offering Sabri the 'standard m 
t~at, however, did not ·ncfude ork as it was then a delicacy served on 
first dass passengers! This inddent dis anced Sabri from his cabin-ma 
bu it broug him in o a close friendship wi h another passenger. 

• Durin th r u ed to walk up and d \\n lh ai fth hip ... On . Im 
handsome 1 fa u l weaty of age. lri un • • • m • 
but I owi ouJd not un rsland it H hap uen an 
- t Jen th t r d n L I t p friend • i 
he re i my fe ling . o d during an uu mpl to uni t 
th r, Gr k ord. • n • rec • • 

in h c mcti i • on and • ic t y/tb 
Ian uage, l tarted t I nd h w e in Gr 
thr.t wa ric er than min ili rn uni nt:d our fri 
to und ·rstancl c ch oth r. H l ld me that hi n i d 
Armenian f: mi ad nc Ii ed in Turk y. l Lh ut Lhe en1 

in Turk y durin d ~ r J. hj pa:r, n had t run for th i.r 1i th • 

2 r. il B ht.a mt: n;mar d thal • Dikr-..m • i ·.ummon Armr::ll inn n m~ an uJ h vc b 
n man' m.1m . H • ·er ur tory ill u th 1h t bri lo in I r tn ·mbe him 

1 /IF f'/IU AL • 'QUE TT OF .fRR/ 

d th• infant Orran ·nth can: • ly Tur ·1 th too are o ham d 

1 
e r gc ft p ren nlually settled i 1n1 ai 

e u in men wid real~t: n th m ey 
d their on and now they fi und i l suitabl f◄ him to ome nd 

b iriia. Dinm happy ause he was g i hi p rent 
e fir. t limc. I i JOY reat d • rin a d in him oe, r and 

ar paren . • 

otten dvice 

nally, he Ship reached Djibouti Port where Sabri and this newfound 
rme ian fra nd disembarked and stayed in a low price hotel in prepara ion 
r he nex leg o the journey. by traln to Addis Ababa. Agafn, there was not 
uc for Sabrl o recall abou this stay n Djibouti except he following. 

1 ran 11eeded to obtain an ntry • • l Ab ini and h nt to col I t iL 
hil in tate ofgr t dn b need d to pa a high um f m ne 
. The ome Anne.man pa h ere ~ , • e a e 
D • i h d th m ft r financial h lp thC)f. in tcad of g ltim 

for hi l gi ~~unal as ·uram: to th Abyssin i lil wat 
th f◄ n hi arrival into ddi . Finding th affr nl 
e, th en· turned y le vimg iran t ean . 

med to lhc h t l in tb1 s 011d1 tion and • tart~ b 1ll ·rl . • t ry. 
ed 'm ~1 th mon ya.hat you n d or 

r I m o 1 enty Pounds wbi ·h 
m ac 1h t time that n 

m it ational piriluaJ mbl , d i ed m to 
·onceaJcd p t f my underc a • that I~ ould nol lo i 

you would di hut1 itb thi 
e e plam d why: i our nditio 

ul be in grea tr uble! 

't fll.at • ·c t1lt.hough it me from a fri nd whom I h ld 
f ah • nf 4 o I re ered o 1u b because 

god ornmM 
Id he peak l m ut m teriaJ th. ngs in lead piritu I 
er for the spiritual a k ahead • While ll ed to I k do 
P Pt would bu with th ·m 1 c-cpu.'<I 

n th mann be re~mm nded. 



' V cl s. • • m n y ... • 
gave him the r 
ru h dimmed' 

entually w 
t train plough d i 

C Flu -Open 

din my poc 

• di Ababa. and th joum 
and fin lly arri ed Addi aha on 

When the ran entered the station, there as a grea crowd of peopl 
all sorts wa ting for their relatives and friends; For most among them 
a large group of Armenians headed by their Orthodo priest. As soo 
Dsran came ou of he ra'n, the Armenian group rushed owards him 
his parents n heir midst. As soon as Diran's mo her la'd eyes upon h 
she shouted h's name and col apsed, losing consciousness for a mome 
When she recovered, as Sabri notJced, 'she hugged her long-d parted 
wi ht passion ha only a mother can show'. 

Wa ching Diran belng r uni ed, a long las , wfth his mother, Sabri wa 
overwhelmed wit the scene that he forgot completely tha Diran owed 
all the money that he had brough fo his mlss·on. He immed ately I ft 
sta ion and found is way to a ~hotel' tha was recomm nded to h m by 
ho el er of Djibo ti. Th n what? 

ere r r◄ und th ha th u ht t be ah tel a r o wo den n 
fa on 9 tory uilding that housed o p. J "-' 1 o ti hac 

a ·1a at ry cheap rat . I nt red m l d, 
m! 

• r. tu -u-..,.._ ... d Taq ! righ he told m ' uard ur m ne well ~ but I 
U 1 had to Di ran I nly would eve him ag i 

Indeed, Sabd's tota relian e of God was the hallmar of all his acts 
purs,uits. As Shoghi Effendj e)(plained why he was con ented with h 
Sabri possessed •pure, kindly and radiant h art'28 • It is tha quahty of 
'spiritual conqueror' that ung op n he forti ed doors of people;s hea 
Addis Ababa on the evening of his arrival: 

•• ul • I w eeply ab~ • n m 
pa lh • uild kin 

rrying though 
ound jn lhe d 

ah 'u'IJ h, 71 Hi ·n It. rd:Jt I m 111 • mbi 

lo my ha 
·ngs, 1 n • 

TIL /1/R 111AL 
RA/,. El 

th h tel o el e Th top partme t f t 

e tireAnn 
1l in front of m 

er •d Lha l w at th ~ tr in • i n w 
y . 'Diran • I houtcd spcrat ly. • 

nianR cam to me at the bo d t partment 
• t me kn gc o b1c ulary 

· • 'ThL young man ypti an are. II 
0 ho ma • Th u d lo pra1se 

n r if [ •a I.he chi ftain tian d I udd nly cam 
pita 1ty. and got y mane 

. d eave to us a descriptlon of his feelings when he wen to bed 
• t must have been comforted enough a the end of such a ~! 0 allow hist red body to rest in that wood n shack. 

of a.nkind 

The Hidden ords, there are two interes fng re erences t~at might have 
phed to the first ask en sted by Shoghi Eftendi to Sabri when he sen 

m on t is mission. 

San Of Being/ Busy rwt hyselfwi h thi worltL fo with fire We test the gold, 
nd with gold e Our servants. 

y Friends! Quench e th lamp of error, and kindl within your hea_rts 
everlasting tori of divi e guida oe. For ere long the a sayers of man!dnd 

hall. in holy presen '.{ the Adored, accept naught but purest virtue 
nd de ds of stainless holiness. 30 

hil stm a resident of that roo op shack, Sabrf met Muhamma~ Darw,s 
aha d his followers. In earlier correspondence to he Gu rdtan of ~ e 
ah 'i I h, Taha humbly ntroduced h msetf as the insp ctor of _education 
f a I usl' m sc ools n E iopia, and clalmed that he had resigned h!s 
ost to spread he Bahal Fa.th in all parts of the country. Speaking of hi~ 
r I pr ssr o o them and he unusual experience ha followed, Sabr 

I us. 

mpany any Baro•i woul n "nly v id. u h d d 
d arwi h ah pe n who pntc:nd f H 

en c fir l me. for I.hi re n tri d to k cp Y r m h m. 
rs t [d e th , uni I h ed "th them h te er m nc I h d 

hie 
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they , uld write a p lition Hi inen 
Thi b c u th th ugh I cam wi h 

Fin II I fro lhe ho I to re 
whi h we :paym n r in kind f lham l nee ga th i ham 

ab . rnc·d :ntafl}". thi pl - h I.bi man and 
a·t n"ght. l would • roo of my . 

nable l ten Lheir 
n n • me c o in l 'th any peopl widi wh m I cou 

th. J found m If la . I ~ saddened and car a th ir 
l ghi ff en i. ince J till a n v and in x rieo • , [ thou 
re lly do me a gr t harm. 

•• uch m pcrate condi ·on, •hen Yeme • \\rith wh m I d ve 
cam l vis it me. He wiu d ch 

u ! h offered. 1n m . e of deep gri 
t th t n as oll 

u I per to ing. .. 
I ac:c • ha he sang \li as 

were th land 
I id to you. 

for • my 'eart' d ir ! 
Tha the words they uu 
Would h n fti n you!'J1 

P n hearing lh It if Bah· u'U h want rne am : R 
r{ ! othin \ 'PP n to you. Ho r f al e r us th ir lie ga11 n.s 

t . 11 com to nought. 

·r as ond ring at th t ime h w I oul d earn Ii vi g. acqu ir 
hine and open lai • ·h p in ·l •a m pr • . H I di n 

l e h m r uch an ambiti us roj t~a began to ·erv 
hou e, which th General Posa Office at that tim . I fo a nearby 
cou.Jd bu d th IL e. wbc h I Jd erv with 1 m 
o coming r I a. Th mon ·y that th y ga • Li 

mnl that o low cl coffee shop. n rd • I would 
quanthy o oo t Jun h • m hich r u e to tw r I.hr other 
rerum , or m ne . Thu , m bu in ffairs ly rarted to pu h ahead 

Te chin Work Be n • 

The unexpected harassment that Sab i experienced from h s g~ 
temporar ly disturbed h m and prevented him for some • ime from proceed 
to the second and more mportan task entrusted to him by Shoghi 1Eff.e 

1 In 

Th . 1•1Rf11JA' , 'CJ • rs OF 11Ri • RAl SA ELIA 

. e Faith of God. However, i proved o be grea blessing n 
ch n th the other hand, Sabri clearty understood hat th aith of God 
uise. on from he maUce of opponents and does no depend upon 
u te im une rt in order to grow o prosper. His comment on this poTnt 

y human suppo 
Im In his mission reads· 

il clear th t th F i1h od i a elf- erving Cau. 1 

F ith O odd n in f1 t. erv t. ut rath ave lhe w Y ~ r l 

have ccess o parts of the Bati a1 '[ Writings that clearly exp la In 
day, iwt such s bhe following, bu one wonders at Sabri's stiarp spiritual 
~c~~;on a a time when Baha'i I te ature was lac king. 

• Jo he 
ve h oma 

11 on art 

e of God a.lon that y tongu counsell~th you and_ that My pen 
mention of you. for neit r n the malice and demal of all who 

hamt Me nor the allegiance of the entir: creation profit Me. 

e me ventua ly arrived which Sabrf considered was the eginning of 
e a th of Go in Abyssin a'. 

ey w ~ t o i tio ui b d and r peeled rcsidco . The 
• t • al h d cap • an lad in plendid • ional 

e to me. 

n o to hi 1o bile the 
er • t fa p d, • an we ha e ea 

foo • ple ur . 1 offi red them tea with t or 
·th m i anner. 

lh 1 the 
o th y did • e 

t m el thi inilta oun r. it w o 
ginnin e to me. 1 w 

• i.e. tlu: [ ded] family fEmpcr ie. 

pl l m ord· imilar anl 

m p led thi to e bu I do not pay th much 

• 11 p • n t uiLa le ti r you. 

i my d I isb to find pla 

me th I ft. 
. Eventually th y id hat the pr m1 d an 

.... 
7 
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rm. r loc Li n 't ie ·Imo d 
t thi , • th - th ngs. h 

t ail it ' • 
• 'dg c nm 

m. nor my an 
• t did' and had a 

t u t wit c wi • und lh 
p rticion Lh • fr m ing pl ce, • 

peni ng thar . rv r parti tio11 c ed • g pla e fr 
in • tio wh r I pro • • and the Ii :r wo d • 
plac into three om e the a~ad of m w located on th 

e nu , tl e er the d eep hanne 1 iliat ied to deep g 
in t , o,i to nti U ng th wet n. In • e th i • an a coun 

place I ok d. 

'Thu I ·tarted m. la.ii rio pro • D. e Annenian c c. ofDiran am l 

40. chool unifom s. I p id f◄ lhi. j band m/ m iu,1a 
• t: ·tart umc a regular p Lt ·rn and in e J r ntcd I 

ith me. c o nu w I02. 
another-re n. • • l ma·m • th ati na u 

pi in addition to the; th rm ch int:d l~ner. In 
managed l lead lifi and am i ing. • 

Th F~r Ethiopian, Converts nd S br- Presentat on' 

The in reduction of Ruhi Courses in recen years pu Baha'is world 
in touch with what is known as Anna's Presenta ion3 , which they 
enthusrastfcat y us,ed as a means to teach he Fa th directly to· heir rela 
friends and acq ain ances. n con rast o he teaching approach of 
believers, ith Sabri offering no exception, Anna's Pr sentation a 
repe ition of he proofs with hich he Ser ptures of past great religion 
r plete and presents, instead, he Person of he anifestation of God, 
Words, and His Teach ngs34 

However, unlike our contemporar'es, the seekers of those early days 
well versed in their own Scrlptu es and deeply rooted in hefr relig 
radi ions. Such being he case, th y ne ded both,. radi ,ional proofs' 

their own sacred books alongs de e spir tuat and logic I proofs 
were offer d by the aha'i Writings. Bereft o he wealth of ansl 
and pri9ted Baha'f Writings tha we hav oday - exc p for books 
Kitab-i-Iqan, Some Answered Question , and Baha u'llah and The Ne 

Bou 6 - T l11n th . 9 -11 

h Prr1t,fs BcJ/td'u 'II, f; s M ilm, P I Lam k. ra1 hrn P\JMi :1rions. i n 
mpilntJOl'I from Bllh 'I rilm ' n lh • • th~ p Ii . 

0 

1 
and othe ar~y successful ah ''i teachers were quite capable of 

br he only ev dences tha were ead ly vailable: traditional proof • "bi . ng tradit onal proofs w·th whatever logical and spintuai proofs 
'!1 ~s osal they easily attracted people to the Fal h aided by he most 
~~f ~ep 00 1:' ca re u I ly re fie ctr n g the Baha'i Teachings l n a I aspects of their 

n personal lives. 

d tradltional proofs are viewed as advanced scholas ic comparative 
. a.~n research. 1 was for people of such academic pursuits that Sabri 
~ this approach o a ract he first converts 1n Ethiopia, or what the 
• er likes to call Sabri's Presenta ion • 

ab u Lhe B ha i ith lO Lhe e two br th : At um ibril alam and 
ibnl. During rn di u • ri h th m pl ined th • i of 

- "hri t . Id the return of Je ·u • Cnri tan .. r 1ou and 
. , n to n be in that pb ical blood n h form that H had 

u Who was rucifie ~ lh m t.hi. i quh impossibl . 
n he pl\ 1caJ nn m oJd be ~arth r 

ther hand a [ expl in d the t read in th Bible lhal 
ume a rre ,,amt:'. Th B ok f Re elaf n . pc ot •m n • 11am ' • 

t lh Christians ·u di. tanc th msel 'CS from Him r, mlh r He 
. hi • i according l lh fo ~ in o t.h Bibl . 

hri l 

re-d 
nee 

,:y ·11 a ro m in llllll day. wrd, 1An e not proph i d in 1h , 11am ? nd in th ' 
hav cast ow il . And i11 1/1 nnrn don nd rful wor •. nd th II tJill I profes • 

th. . I r . ou. depart fm II m , . • tll(ll 1 ·or • iniqr,; • 

1a al lb rim of th n<f Jesu w·1 al ·o lh m, ·.e. th hristian, 
p njrom _ llr ed, irzto verl • ,r • . .. Jnr I was an hw ge~ d, and 

a1: I wa. tllir ty, an a e me no I •a a. lra11ger. c.md ~ tnok m 

lathed me not: nd ii pri nn. a ·it d me no ... Verily, I a ' 
·e did it nm w 11e of th least if ti id ii n t to me. ~ 

i:m an thata the imeoflh w yward 1 hr".l1an 

returned esns hri. t of • ·ond rjul , ·orks' He ollld r Ii c l 
hem a th e ui1. '. This mean th l lh re will be 

r' fr m th O 1h t • 11 th l w 'LI om w u l 
7 that n huma 

m • nin and th Dj •in , i ~---- ag I further pla • n d t the 1 

llltl 2 . l , 



1on1 Th 

Ian UDge • common among the ··ndr uch, J su Chri 
o them in l ic ,au.11:.uaa.:. could nd ihe peec 

same ke Di '· a • matter. 
mann -r all th.al la • e D y o Jud nt. th 
imil t a of .fi cance. 

04F the • s1an to fall' for in. tance hen H , i. . J u , a that bri Hi coming th 
ihall /I from lea en . m an ometh·ng l . lf on- ingle star f ll 011 Pl 
mean the end o lifi n artb. But J us hri said. everth I hen tlie on of man c 
. hall h find faith on the earth? lQ In th r wor-ds. th divin re.afti • to lly diff eren 
the Ii rary meanmgs of e criptumi F thi reason th oul nt .. .,,. .... '"-" and ere I 

Di inc uidance, ( went n. i pende L u on I.be soul and heart 
would p s a soul' and a ~heart' und rstan the r I meanings. 

• n th _ ..... u ..... o tho· discussions I w ul refer t my of h ib w 
o thmn w uJd c n uhin th ir own mh • 10n y po po 
said. In thi manner lb roa b d h"gb d &1i e o kno ledge and under: ta.ndi 

"'One of the two b ol m tha ce ain pri r monk tra eU d t 

d I ived th re for hen h returned. they • ed him regarding J 
Hi that very strang n w ab : ome peopl • • 
Cbri • ned to ri n. T • J • urrcnti a pri one rn 
Lan J h unt. f confinn d th i. u U h , , a pri ne 

m wrongdo' I in the path of G i en th case wi h J 
Proph the . 1 m who mong the Proph od d and coul 
to Ii ea p carefree troubl -free. d y. Ii fTbe n sted pa· 

d om.ire. t the id n e of the trUth o aim . Th on ,. 
truth nd ngs nom the n hop ls a o • and its on 
the ontrary I What i meant by the and Gran i n 
GntJ11d ur of H iri th M"ght piri and .i Hi Tea hlngs 

h in of an if◄ talions o God im erishable and wilJ never d • e. 

• 1 in this mann r that I • e to iyoum G ibril and Hail Gi bril. l also in 
th calcul tio mentioned in the S • p ardin th time o Cbri t • 
which i • same ear 1260 AH ac ording lo 1 J la.JDi alendar. Th i ! 

3 

3 

0 

'nth Book f Je miah and the r0 el of n.he Chapter 24.40 I 

C1m rcfeB t lhc 
p would lrult for" JOO 

the Pcrs:um • ng 
• m , Thit/in th 

2 

i • 

1 t to rebu 
a' o 1bt 

h 

l le 

l'IRff ;1.L .o. 'QU srs OF ,AIJRJ • R./11s&1 E1.u. 

c ith to th cum..-n of lh odd. 

It that 1 said 10 them ... [but) lhe wer list 
t.h m de 1 d their rait~ d becam 6nn 

e on nu to vi it m m • than ver before. 

th Mat ri I 

du 1- ha sad, 'only by ·mproving spiritually as well a materially can 
m ke a y real progress 1 Sabri's renunciation of wealth and material 

m ort w s only when hey would bar him from his spirttual missi·On in 
. e always subordinated the material to the sprrituaf and regarded 
terlal resources as a means of service to he spiri ual. n hJs words, 

ol owed a erwards was a period of retative ma erial comfort. 

o n personru e tl urish~. One da a pe 
ro n Prin lga ra h, had a on who w bou to 

ountry. or lhf r anted to h e a c t an 
rson a ed me how one ] wo Id ' e. W gav him 

at he wan c mmi • on or tip. l di nol 
i comm· ion I reque d h took me to lb 

L'!S ur h ch fi or . I ilorcd 
iT s.af f1 lion. The coin ived w irr bich 

• -a rding to a • ngraving th . n 
re b • I earn d um of money • t at 

here [ kcpc th ca h in my sh p. lt w • 
ly of livi m ly ch 1 . 

the fol lowing x m1pl on how cheap o t f livin me 
and go ac uod with it looking fir usl m rs. They were 
in. , which they w uld e po gn ountries. For • 

wou d for Dl 'mum um of a ou fi e rs or 
b d for 2 Pi :ry small oin th n kno"'-n 
co tun , ~ b th low cost of Ii ing 

plici 1· . 

Oppos o 

n~ ~nd I e typ cal chatactertstics of every new Message from1 God o 
0 ly fr~ hathas soon as It's progress is not.reed, t aces fie ce opposition, 

that h m I ders of ear ier religions, i e. the cl rgy. Typical ,of a 
d r ptiv~ eamed a befl mg place in history for ts rel gious olerance 
0 negl'g b/ty, 10PPo~r lo to the Baha'r alth in Ethiop a was, with one or 

1 _____ except,ons, spearheaded by non ind genous elements. AJso, 

Pa ri Tai~ . p. J 
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thanks to Div n nterv n ion, opposi ion was qu 
cases, would invoke more in erest in he fa'th mong the na iv 
country. We have een how the oppos t on of Muhammad Darwf 
and h s entourage generated the sympathy of thes Eth opian n 
who extended heir kindness and oving support o Sabri nd, ev 
enlisted hem in o the ranks Qf God's new Faith. Speaking firs 
progress ha was soon o be achieved in the span of less han o 
Sabri g ves the foHowing glowing accoun . 

e ·ncn·nc,C, of the f' 'th cont in ld man e 11am do Ol no 
came e F • b. , a th n m 

r- e e for my resid 
th of my y ung d come. They would 
pened it.. would yin Amharic ·Addi ha 'man, t_c11/a. 

of the new 1th? I would pl ~ es~. and they would hou 
commun.ica with th best. of my bilily. 

ti ulh pharmaci 
I ouh 

I 

a Baha'i. 
• I • 

met a natt o ·og to a 
h • During 

b 

lb Messa 'llah, an ·m h u i 
ha e ·us • th am • in ou 

nu Messa,[e ul h w mu h money you ,. in a 
ward - who happened t be h ldi • Ii journey -

• a hea hi an • u 
· d monk • fr 
F ith and bee to I.he Local i 

thn J . iftly pri.n ed pl • in pamp 
gi title i.e. B ~a· Prin ipl ... 'l,&4,........ it • e o • 

Prin ipl th ali 'l • ion'. Th per on thi pamphf l 
herif : D t di ,rPc,_r in ia 
on of her e • 

confr • B 
t tim • rin 

vm ili ~ d 
Reve ca thJi 

'thful' llDd 
hi M1 . i n. ev 

Mal'tn o~nr.d, omJ be 1 01 uprm lim wa.: call~d /"aJthful 

TIIF. PIRJTU. o. QUE" ·1 .. Of-· AHltf & 

at e in lb 1d and cw uh mm d. d 
nnd 1gn m nf ·o I nd I dith 

• l of Bah u~llah tually h d c • tT0 , m 
dian req esting to rec a'i fterature. min nee sen him 

1e re u ted. I w great bl in tho • er 
r from H' Emincn the Guar ·an in r pon Lo pc • • f 

in Addis ba a • reased until i 
tian and o mcnis on f whom d m 
e r mam of th Grand Mosque of A • 

g e isted among rts ea y converts, hough discreetly, no ab es from 
n and file of weig ty Musnm clergy, it is not difficult o guess from 
quart rs e Baha'i Faith, or ra her Sabri, wou d experience the 

st of opposi io . The fact that Sabr was naturally more a home w th 
ho spoke Arab c inevitably brough him into close contact with the 

ela vely large Arab origin Muslim opulation. Word mus have spr ad 
eir mids of Sabri's missron and unt ring e posltlon of he ve ties of 
ai . As Sab ~ was an Egyp ian resident o thiopla, the leadership of 

commun ty, he ead of he Muslims of Abyssinia and heir Chief QadC, 
P ed his expulsio t rough th Egyp ·an Consul in thiopia After first 

ng o abri i i ially to fine-tune their actlcs, hey lost no time to wri e 
ti ion o he Consult asking for Sabri's e pulslon from Ethiopia. In a 
tan ously v vld accoun that akes the l's ener o he stree of Addis 
a In 1930's, Sabr' recorded th'.s incident as follows. 

lo m. 1 ,y an tt n ant wh 
o travel d e 

an e onn oth rr ger came 
me t h y ur horn B i 

ft re 1 • mann um . 
th 

l 
am, ii llolin e from 

., an had th kn wn that any n 
ld f pint rather th n th mat n 
would h.av n t c n plain of e. owe er. 
om. 

on en 
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report hat you arc a k.io rshun. Thi • • n. pite o 
the offi iaJ li ion t Egypt. ur G vemmenl i 
uslim onarch r' 

hri tian rdi i n l :replied ya Icing him qu 
ur li • Wh he answ red l the affirrna ·v , I ontinued 
ground. Bu I would like che make lhe statem nt th ti f 

than lah and th Muhamm di, lh • g r f lab',•• w 
the lrUth f l lam. l th peo ai hav a e 
gai thi would mean that la king the Bahe' 

1 a I p m I in e y Lhat hri ti 
it.her i a Chn Liam; • on enemy lo the J ws, nor hn t again th a 

n ithcr Bah a· u I Ith oppo d th an n an th en mies of ls lam. On 

w Baha belie\f that th Qur~im is a Book ofG I e ig' on rom 

Ti prove wb t y. • • m o shar with e of th b 
literature ht • e ! d 1 ga e th onsu_l g f th B 
that ho ith h r lam in high gard. A quickly 
o • that] pl ced on hi d he sai~ Tha i ufficient, but I advi you 
your pursui ur bu • d do not bring any more lroubJe n elf.~ 

Ind d h . Con. u I • e with m d I learn d aft rds th t be re Li 
th Gran d . Hi I tt r mentioned: summoned lhat yo 

fi d b li ·o I f m d d n t hi ton 

al o o a so emn pr mi e th t 
about a q lbe"t mporarily! 

' nh ppy y al l.h • e two p h nl an • to the edi 
Ii ral iy: th in that he in t u.nd • 

ar4' complain.in in i who would spread • 
Egypt l u a • I aled lh lion 

a ainstl la • me mH11 ng oing . In h a 
n my of l lam. • ne pub i lled lb ·th lb oU ing o a 

nd we advi ur Muslim br. thren in Aby.v inia ro fu.m thi an, in lit 
that th • hould avoid a leper nr a p r n ,jflict d wirh rnberculo.ri.r;, etc. 

.. Th edj 11 rl I c mmenl continu ~ to 
or soc· Lin w • Lb me in any form r 

lim commumty!' 

Muslim b~ 1hre1 o b in ia g 
- and th ul • wru o total o 

4 

t i 1itt1le f c.ammg in 
timid Dyn ly, 'POJ' d 

99, (lubli hed 1 S 

tim nies , w ich 

ia 1h 

5 

THE NR1 , 

o 0 andl g Acco pli h n 

b en the most o utsta nd i ng acco m pl is h ment of Sab ri's 
at m1gh have e in Ethiopia was securing the first Amharic ranslatlon 

Pon ng te~;'u'llah & New Era, which he did at the behes o Shoghi 
d pr n 1 9 of Ba of sab .,.5 modest literary abmty, it was a feat even to 

ndl For a. ~as~curfng an Arabic transtation of such an important Baha'r 
trus I boo~ _ not to mention that of a puzzle s range 1anguage, as f r 
f r ':s co cemed. However, Shoghi Effendi knew very weU what kind 

e d sa rf was. Neverthel ss, the assignment proved to be more 
ffi 

5f ~e~ the wildes. of imaglnations. W ile the picture publlshed in that 
,c d' v~I me of the biennial Baha'f reference book, The B ha 1 World, 

h7~h !hows a proud and happy Sabr1 shaking hands with. the A'!"haric 
n /ator' of Baha'u' lah and the New Era against the deco~t1ve ,se •~gs of 
Addis A aba studio1 yet th reality was tha of a hal"i owmg 1expenence! 

ou1 nd tarte t ar b for 11 I t r. Through a 
i il f\'artt wh w w g at lhe P Offi c ho ai he wou]d trdll l 

him t start b • in chapt rs. ,ve him a blank 
0111 write the n h pa o th chapters. e 

~ and w greed on i t that l wo y rum ft::r 
hi person and aid • . e otebo • 

you ha e l • m th l wa 
we th t lhe i first ...... .-edly~ on 

be r imp lit comm t. ger • • u 
ht ngag • 

·h t, oth rwi wo I a co l met 
d im o wh l happened. He q to e th m ,nu ript.. and 

a wh l th t mun rot h d rit , n w n th in T th r than abuse, insu.lts, 
Y on md F hh. That man i insultln y u, and I I hat i writ n in mis 
in t ;nsul t1 At ·youm . id. e r mind, I replied sadly. "H • insulted 
o for it!' 

ed; Soon th met a youth ho turned 
n ~o~ 

d 11 att mpt 1 om th· opia. Wb n I 
Lh ubject of lhi tran latio~ G und him re eptiv •. inc he , h 
i in • ran he had an independent mind. H e pre scd hi ilHn 

too him t ph, t • d h d picture o th 
mbl m G han • b'gh in the 

'I this ph togra th t thi i lh 
Bahd u 'II n a 

7 

s h 
nd 

picture f th 
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• I an 
d top 

• rn -a • w 
• di or uld obtain a 

lh young h dcd 
pt I m doio th 

th tran r d' pear for o long im I not et aware o 
a [ wenl lo the f; me t fi d ut w t had happened. l foll we c 
the fam ·1y b e l th tor h on e described o me and the 
I t:d hi name l pe on I met. J ti tenn Ion • _ 
re lin on m in. I imrn diat 1i '· • Ji.la 
per n u Id no I thal m ond auempt translal ad b 
a lh first. n ea.ml th l wh ap n d to the or and to mewl 

him • Ahm 

• d th qu Lio • ha a rem live 
the man r 

lime t a· • 
•. It urred lo 

lat oum m el. 
i ndin hi h rankin . did n • h to dd t 

r pon . 

assi 
beca 
e th 

Thu 

la e th boo nd d HI1l 

km Baha'i and the o 
leii F 'th. et tran. I Jin he bo k i 

bcli o the e transl 
mpl t min nc 
r J rev i d i ln J m ared th bic • 

lran • n mad o la: r 
graph. that l v. bdu • 1-

• ah· e I in 
This ahA'1 o 

ritin in o pmcti . l I, n}his book it-•a nvised irilcJJ r _ rs it rh 
poi,rt >as mi ing fr m th translalion. and it ~ im Ned in /Ir n I di1ion. 

[n lh uan1 ian I g 

7 t thi un Jc -up hi n w by r~ue o hi ulh n • a 
r th th 

fi pb r th tcr . ·hi h q 
u' I who /n.•r. the lifi a,· ording In tlr R o 

i.f ltrad.i• n B o r an , a i II m_(.I) all hif ' If <1 JJulul.'(fe . .Sr nd 
n I ltv~ the lifi h i n I u &/rd' .. ," 

IE NRtTTWl 
0 RR/ 

• • 0 Jt w y.;ned by ur pean k r 
e youth., and th iT pri 
to e ok fro ' mm 

tuaily 
owin 

mail ard ian. 
rinting 

a ta l 
an • r. When h 

ic e 

p 
to ie a hi 

ig alizin 
• us LO beb e in 

r f ' • g 1e book • u.ld rcmin 
uld 1 - qu lh t J fulfill d 

n b for pu 1' hing Bahd'u 'JI • and 111 

hd't Principle am hl . •. my h u 
'th one c f h title.•• 

mpt d D vine tri u ion 

happen that Sabri was nvlted by a family of two Yemeni pup 1s with 
hom he us d to cha in simple Arable to come over to a social gathering 
f he Yeme I community in Addis Ababa. Sabri was :urp~sed to find th~": 
he wo Muslim I ers who had trted in va·n to dismiss him from E h opia. 
1yyld bra him Al- M djuz and Qadi Ahmad. Ther was a so a rie d 0 

abri, a Turkish ma ca led Ibrahim Rasim, who used to own a bookshop 
alled B ytu'I-K tab. Every person n his ga herlng was se~ ~d on the floor 
n rpe nd c ewing Qa , a narcotic plant to wh ch mill ons of people 

th Hom o A rica are add cted. Some of his weed as he placed on 
pla In front of Sabri who hought t to be a kind of green salad, from 
hich he te o or hr e stalks! 

hdj~z oo advan ge of t e presence of a1 young man who w~~, 
ri, dressed in wes m a ·re to remind he g hering tha Sabn 15 

om one w ose company every Muslim must avoid. He ~ebuke~ ~he poor 
ung man for dressing like uropeans and labelled h ma Ca ho 1c - a r al 

rding r. br lb • 

t n 1c ffortl tu pa. r th intin hi.·o 
l!ii 

l , 
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insul n s ch an exdus·vely Muslim gath r ng! Sabrl fel hat he m 
was di rec ed at him and, in respons , he r mind At- Mahdj 

I 

z ha 
jacket that h wore on op of his Arab robe was 'western tttre' an 
yarn of h s robe was made fn Eu ope. ikewlse, an angry Sabri ar 
Al- Mahdjuz himsel would be also a 'Ca hoUc''. o th s remark, Al
screamed tw ce at Sabri as he vio en ly grabbed h s own ong g rb i 
outrage, 'This is he a ire of the Arabs!" 

Yet Sabr cont nued eflan y to remind e chief MusHm cieric th 
w ist-watch nd sp ctacles were also imported from Europe and, as 
he m gh be afso called a Catholic. The confronta ion wen on, in S 
graph c na ration: 

• Hi ut.rage and an r became o 
Letm ky u qu li a! 
h greate public figure in 

Iha' i 
utmge 

m his ne l mov 
d continu rith my :umen , 

""ZaghJt1l re • ·o t aad l.aghlul th famou politician 
ti d u pu on lhe m ni lh l ear I mu cd, 

a tandoff... t p • h fbrahi R.asim 
twe n u and c d m hand • ! Enough. 

my argument nd d a Ibrahfm d met w la e. m1 
hi le 1- abdj uz till rumbJi ng and mumb • e an e p 
left. Ibrahim Rasim c u~hl up ilh me t xpl • is une p cted 

who thi perso is? [bnihim warned me r 
in th m w that Em ror Haile las i h o r bis sub" t . 
alholi 

ii did n t insult him. e pl ined ·1 h - imply respon to th abus that he • 
e lied ag inst lha youth and me 

it for hat ill rtainl happen toy u 1 th hand of that m n! 
fin { a me w part ·e n ur WlJ7 ! 

Th s warning was quite jus fled: hardly a week had passed when 
following serious incident took place. 

ut oa w k ft r thi in j ot l n th d at 
th e ni und thac m • Ahrnad Q 

the night and I a an-an 
a hjle 1 lept=in lh in usual. I do n 

C 'ES'1"S O rBRi & /uJSSA ElliS "E '/Rff'L,/l Q 

that night. In th carJ hours f night, I ~oke up to Ahm 
·v m • a candl or a mat h for I ,gh bee ' ~ want qu 

Lied 'l do not h a candl a m h or anything th t l 

11 I am id-.~ Th e w nt bac Lo leep bul er a 
. ·n ·un i! In pit o th Ii b t fill th ho , 

th you hav mat h'!' 

. ] trie to open my o my surpri 
om, i ream an ast<:um· bmen~ but 

d tarted Lo loo un I di t a numbe o 
u IUOl~ d lo me m m b igging 

~ 1b b turm I om lhe id of th v lJey ·ght 
the 'nterior mom l as Jeeping. ing the 

floor wbic I a.rge enollgh to nU w yone thro11 b. It 
kill ~e drag me th house y body mto th 
p d th bm d re I n t woken up 

....... ' wmmyand ic ~•· 

incident o th . Th y 
li ti ns did not lead y 
wh o he cam and w th tunn I that ·t w 

h: t bap ened 
L owe: er: i 

re liatory 

Al-M djliz bad ome ri l dden by a fl er . 
. an was in taU d :r of c Musrm 
o, ism· ed d repl c d by Al-Hajj Sherif -

Glo o C ap 

se of ti is arc -enemy and deposing he other ga,ve Sabrf e 
h he needed to concentrate on the work in hand. This period 

e spread o h a· to all comers of e country 

o d o lh name 
the other 

inen rt • height. wh 
e o wh.i h i p· 

or Muhammad. H used t 
rnuni tie in order lO bring th 

http://Eagi.es
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Howeyer, his g orious chapter dr w quickly o a close and our v1cto 
lone y sofd er had o ma e a temporary retrea from his ertile Held 
home-base, Alex nd a. Italy had dedared w r on E h'op al 

'Wh n Lhe liaa army t acked Ab great uph v: I. 
1 ted iyoum Gibril p mobiliz 

i ther Haile ibril o istanl are . The 
in ir n tional at ire in th • • iti 

. ey • modern 'eapon fro ir King. an 
th ir country. Th ians f cou.rse, e more ad 

a • ar. The had in mara ny years . 
colon i nominally und th dom ini n f 
ru1 db lony. 

• e au e o th our wen u of han nd I ,a o rcom 
lt happen d that J w nl • it a who Ii 'ng n H 

op~ n t Bahrf'. ith 'le and idea . d , 
Laned to l him in hi b l nd infli • 

Thi reftec d growing ani whit, m e. l w 
to pul ether lian d di te p to remain in their un 

Thus our diffi uJ • ere con • • to hol 
n o h re toke 
in hich C could pl 
nded. Then m roth 

ht in ult in 
. it • th mud and earth until 

h' J. as, may God bl hi soul 

• ... Ac r ing lo wha1 i • b in publil'hed i the £"g rptkl n ' -pap re J u 
th t th conditions ar }': dan I roi1. h re ' u ore. You haul n pe 
His in nee th GuClrdiu.n to r, t ,m to EgJ'Pl ..... • 

u bl 
a pioneer 

not r tum.· l c u d not reall 

You write o i:nenc the uardian i 
• comman If h • o return I ·11 r 

cam here t 
'j near me e scane1-ec1, eryon going in a i 

from Hi. Eminen e th Guar ian: rn • ed th foJJowin 

E y R 

I 

thin the p 
uu.· . [ ve I to 

printin pre arranged a 

H 

0 

f'/Rrl 
~ Q O • SABRI& RAJ ELIA 

r.m 

Rid to S fety 

• nta Balui'{ Prii dpt 
pi ah ·11 II I and the 

• f Bahd' u 'IJdh 
• lati e 

end of tht war.' 

w re 
id the charge 

obtai11ed 
gc ·ill a t 

b ,,
5 

journey from Egyp to Ethiopia, some three years 
r1gou s of Sa dn rf d by the misery of a pe ·1ous and difflcul re um 

r ,er, w re o be wa e 

un nned d ing 
b lh Bab 

d that th 
musing 

g 

n 

•Thi i ~ He told me. t c mfi rting 
Ii r tran ·•; P inciple • and no ht:r 

er or to re cue Y l • 
- • luding m • r, 

i 'lwa talion through an unfrequented 
in that was abou o le the train 1 

ol o pe to Djibouti h ml 'oin h w 
om me. 

• • .. ·11 I be ery unn tnp or you. 

r me! ' I - c 1 im cl, h ving noli d th t • I c I lhe n ll 
t ' gon r w uld ufii i d if opened ill ould 

m llarar" h 
tri m und 

ho had to lit m 
• that 

primitl 
a on 1 • way l 

"diog a mu . By the 
total I un ble 

n. u 
. 

lied o th 
gyp 



obtain di o'I from den in c t did n u oil. T man 
, v n though i, did n y an nm 

o d lilc to m::nti · h earin • 
eta eri o ifl 

on Ab • r.he hali y th 
r this re I threw away thi hat d deei 

o l found a bla :k cz ht ithoul h 1ta on. 
h at i bla rather than red in • • till l w ruJd f 

d would not be mi taken a11. In this head ruu-I too 

'l 'NR/1 4l 

1. ea1· g du ng P lgr1mage 
Matrimony I W i 

cond P•I rim e 

h rs x edition st rted and ended at Port Said, ft also started and 
dt : it p lgrimage during wh ch Sabri was 'showe ed with Shogh· 

nd r's g racefu I praise'. 

bri landed a the docks of Port Said in a very pathetlc condi ion, and 
gged his arv feet towards 'the shop of he aha'is which was owned 
Hajji Ahmad Yazdi5., bu could loca e it only after repeated a empts 

caus of is ill health. Suffering from the rigours of n xceptionally 
duo journey and lack of utri ious food and basi,c hygiene, Sabri, o 
eak of he leas of hls afflictions, con racted v ry acute dysentery that 

as Ir e Uy d lnlng is sys em. 

urning o e hospitab e Baha'i community of Port Said m st have been 
S bri Ii e a ·ving a an oasts a~er a long and peri ous desert journey 
der e score Ing hea of the sun. The friends there noticed his bad 
yslcal condition and looked after hi needs at once. Having found respite 
r hree days or so, h fel a great longing to see Shogh Effendi. This would 
sually e n ending a written reques for permission to the Guardian 
nd waiting for some weeks unt"I permission was granted. However, what 
as in store or S brl was indkative of r ciprocated feelings betwe n the 
ommander d our lonely sold er. 

thre day I met r. fahmud u hughati k rmi . i o 
o • ·m· e Ou rdian d find h ther heh 
ol l h h d lready r ive my fi 

~rf•~ d 5~ ·p ion of ~hat he was c rrying among his luggage gives an 
or 

5 
ep_ e ion and reverence tha he harbou ed in his untiring 

Oghi endi situa ions of gr a peril, an escapee would 

I 1 d • f uh m Y., di, 
1 'u'IJAh. 

bu c 

u' al of 
'i pil • m I lhc: Ill 
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normal y hi k of his own sat ty a d wourd carry only provision 
he wouid need most. ~ t, Sabri's luggage showed tha he was car 
pr paring for h s second audience wi h h·s beloved Guardian. 

"1 I H if: from P rt l pi 
Bal '14'll 'hand th • Er , an • uri in5 tha I brou h with 
• gift t Hi ·min nee h hi ffi n i. thought lh he o ld p my rcq 
ki under h1 de t bi fc warm whil orkmg I • at ni hi in wintJ .~ 

Unlike his first me ting wit Shoghi Effendi, Sabri d d not eave 
elaborate account of his feel ngs as hfs tired and sick being stood 
the piercing yet compassionate eyes of the object of his adoration. 
now te to ou magin tion to read Sabri's inn rmost emotions be 
the foUo ing lines. 

n l 
b 

n rth o 
ta 

ma 

d m Hi Em'a =11 I • :ffeoili. Hi hmin ce w 
• • d triumphant - w 

t J ur 
i ·ii n J o 

f. Hr Emint.-nc rj I 

A Pr n nt he Lord of o 

Going back a month or so in time wlth Sabri before his unnoticed xit 
Addis Ababa, he question ha comes o one's m·nd is whe her h 
aware that, by the mere act of buying a monkey hide from an Addis A 
market, he was n fact fulfiUing a 2, 700-year old Bib ical prophecy. Th 
exactly the question a Sabri nswered, when he sat down n 19 
mon h or so before the end of his earthty Ufe, to reminisc on that gJo 
po n ·n his history. 

h rcse d t Ii . min 11 e ndi th gift that J brough • all 
in.i , • naf • te 

l pl • • ds i r 
ail r iden I fo a 

5 

• ed at as 1 th t •• 

ood thi a kin tur in honour f 

t r-ead in th B ok o l a·ah in th Id 
111 br u ht nt th L «I of ho lS f 

·bte from th inning ruthe to: nu i n """"''' ... ' 

hrde 
rcgi n 

-and- ·h ll mo11 k y Iha 

66 

fi und n 1 i th • ulh rn idamo 

m in lh sooth m !\td 

11 TS 

o th nam of th 
C • th -uP-r'I:'• -..::. nli I that 

m:d L th ha brought ·ith me. 

. overrun by the ta lan army when Sab i arrived in 
io i had JUS efu: wrapp d gift: indeed i w s a nation m ted o~t and 
a Ith is ~r t ,s/80 Indeed no country on earth s a land spoiled by 
d n under , oo , . ' 

uch s thiopra • , • d h' ·1t • • t to h manner in hich Sabra came s g1 Is m grea con ra 
e~e~ T ~minion of hiopia as it as, one day, under Queen ~a eda of 
m ~s~ ba} w en she rode ·n pomp in a g eat caravan laden wit cos ly 
a f ~ rvory slaves aind much els , to h wish K'ngdom o Ing 

0 ~ 0 ~f n Jerusa 
1

em. B; he sar:n~ token, nothing remains today of ose 
I ffermgs O Sh b - which s m um a fact ha repr sen a contrast 
h Y ~odest g ft of ab ·, now on display at the Baha'f Archives o Moun 

rmel for hundreds of years to come. 

xt n _ d for He I n 

at Sabrf did no men \on, sl ply because he might no have be n aw re 
i w s Shoghl Effendi's plan o heal the illness of a soldier fresh from 
ttie. Ho v r, th pl n ecomes clear as Sabri spoke of what followed. 

• I: 11 u 1 ilgrim .. en or nin 
J n Hi m 

u d n lhi it. ... 

time S brl as very ill and it seems tha th belov d Guard an was 
are of is condi 10 . I appe ed that several fri nds from he aha'i 

llage of Ada iyyih, h'ch is ear he River Jordan, ame on pilgrimage 

I : 

5 ·i no n o war ... lx.-.pil~ heroic 
ps ·ere o Im by 
i. D g ro 

pen Elhi pi 

t t 
r 

en •IPI 

.un11po 



and Shoghi Effendi asked them to take Sabri b ck wi hi them o heir vi 
say ng to them "He is sent to you by me. W lcome him n my name" 

They a II Invited him ba c to the i ho mes with great happiness and o 
wonderful hospftality, bu du to h s stomach conditaon he could not 
any food despite being asked what would please him. He was so o v 
happy to be with them that they wondered why h would no eat a 
to,d hem that he was too sick o eat'. 

Anally these friends realised hat was his probJen, and took hi 
nea by v1Uage called Al Himma, where here w re spr ngs of su 
water. Upon reaching he spr ngs they reques ed him to fi I a glass 
water and drink. He protested: This is su~phur!', bu they assured hi 
Hrs Eminence Abdu'I-Baha had told them that if ny sick person ca 
hem I hey should ma e h"m drink that wa er. As this was a di~ ctiv 

'Abdu'i Baha, Sabri drank h ter. 

Afte dr·nking the wa er he group took h m to the main Ja1 ge ba 
two or three people were ba hing. When h•s group saw a band of 
or thirty people approaching hey were frigh ened and immedla ely u 
from he bath, hurri dly pu ing on heTr cfo hes as they ran away. 

Firstly His Baha'i friends hr w n o the wa er a large quantity of o 
that they had brough wi h hem for this purpose. As the fruit oa ed a 
on the surface of this sulphuric water, they took him into the spri 
ba he. This treatment was successfu I; Sabrl was cured and slowly reg 
his heal h. He stayed with the frtends in Adasiyylh for anoth r week 
returning o Haifa ·n a to al y dffferent state of health. Sabr' then ell 

"Havin rcgamaed my h allh. tt· • minen 
gyp , an bad me ar w n j h the c 

l d wilrin ,,, 

B ckto Bas 

u rdj granted m pemt1 sion to re 
)"OU he nnrme and mad ii. 

With such spki ual comfort and physical hearing Sabri rode in the 
from Haifa o his own base: Alexandria and its Bah''( community. 
hrs brother and soul-mate, Subhi, who had had only two childr n 
hey J'ast m t, w s no a f. th r of four. This mus have g ven Sabr( a I 

number of younger friends wi 1h hom he would relate in p epa io 
he day when he, himself, wou Id interact w i h his own chi Id r n. Othe 

being happily reuni ed with is dear brother and commun ty, w do 
have any other accou t of hose few vea rs that preceded th ou 
of World War II, which was soon to knock perilousJy upon he doo 
Al xandrra Itself. Hav ng le Addis Ababa o avo d befng en ngle 

IIF. r1R1n ~l. m uH OF • RRJ R. ELJA 

the coun ry and he invading I alia Anmy, he 
d con I bet":'ee~h e cJ to see wa 5 a no her, y, t m or,e protracted a~ d 00 ~ nQ tha Sabn .~ 1 spite of all Sab ''s inevitabl challenges of social 

s a tic, armed confll inn a living ln wartime, his memoirs are, wi h he 
g djust n and earlr eg vo d of ny me tion of the seven o eight y,ears n of is mar ag , . , 
c •0 d his second exped tIon . 
at prec de . 

Sabin's marriage, we stilf need o rely mainly on the 
o he accoun • o h was hardly two or three years past the age of 

• i, gtrl w o , h 
emo1rs O 

·t-v and conversion o he Baham Fait' . 
vsIc, I matur .. , . . 

•ssa not,ed that Sabri firs wrote a letter o Shogh1 Effendi 
her m mo rs, ~~ion to marry a gir from the community hat ~h~wered 

eek·ng his ed , t I ve and cured his ills upon h s return from Eth1op1a. the 
Im ' th ab n ~n iho Remimscen of Abdu'I-Baha's turning down a reques~ 

ha_ is o Adas1iyEthiopia from someone w o was not from. Egypt, Shogh1 
r pion ering d d this request also n favour of a wife from Egypt. ff ndl a so turne · own ' ~ ~ 

n Ra 1s sa 's words. 

i d r 'You -y.ri] united and marri o ne o th handmatdens . 
I p eed ogether to Eth i i in p rti L uni oo and hacmony 

l hll u o 

peaking of her own spiritual preparations that preceded h 
I Sabri, yo g Raissa gave he fol low n account 

r firs meeting 

J 18 t:arS old. 1 wa ry h ppy 
y h . What happ ned o me n r 

ii • th 
e B· an ing th r 

l• :..... l dsor m a 1e '".... . 
igl I dreamt that A m 

s i l as 'th (i l time ,e d had C n 
wep and greet d hint Allah-u- ,,.--... · .. ~ e 

ut o hi pock t and placed i l o 
• • h nd on my ba k • 
he l ft m J 

oudl y sl !pt • me room, 
onder hy ted ffoor ins~ 
p and find th l l had actuall • m my · ID 



ony 

With this sp·n ual preparation through a dream, eighteen-year o d 
did not need o wa ong for he next s ep in her eventful life. 

e ming, my brother Mu Id me di l he a g in 
fam'ly re ishe to j in him. Thi wast c family 

• bro bri who pio red ti raft ars and ret 
·a. • .. ·1 that person h w hi· p'o 

with my broth r ri . po • pi n • 
two audiences i ndi. I w when u 
bo th con a l in hich • f rap 
w • 'ngl simil pp anmce Bah a 

d th green • y k ith joy an 
hawl th c m dunng !' I im d 

ut it. H au I ith thi f: md. f bcli ve 1 and 
t w di u sed qui m re 

Working out from Ra·ssa1s chronofogy of events, they mus have fl 
about late 1938 or ear y 939. owever, i took Sabrr a year or so 
h s dec·s1on. 

• In ar abr d tor m hand m rother uhrunm . 
•h ·lhe t • I had lo cho r. b th 

p • • n rn th p had hlgh rankin J . w 
who i m re • • • ti n:, and more com.mi e Faith. I res 
b ther, and thi wa • Mr; us ur br t.ed . . . d th m 
pla e durin 1 th am 

Inadvertently, Ra·ssa gave us here the Interesting fact hat, during 
eigh -year ·n ertude between two of Sabri's spiri ual conquests and in 
of sharpening his business w"ts in a foreign field, he was not much occ 
with material pursuits. Other than earning a basic living, abrl must 
been mor engaged with his domina ing passio : teaching the Fai h of 
It is thi same passion that was soon to take hold of Raissa, m kno 
her birth-name Fahlma,. In what seemed to be an earty prepa tion 
long fu ure of each'ng, Rai sa's power of fa th and logic were put o 
test - ven b fore her honeymoon ended. 

After arri d. I nt t • • fi mi y t th ir home. 
kno • door. mot it·. h 

to o 
re Uy m 

e alt ined tun 
u • u ar tr m I 1gi a d y 
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Morn, Tu1-LJ 'E E . .,a1 .. 

h War Y rs In A andr a 

As far as Sa bri was concerned,, wha he sought as a safe hav 
hometown, A exandria, became the base of the Am s in World 
Paradoxica ly, the notorious talian commander General G t2 
finished his atrocious Ethfopian assignment and was now orde ed 
a mightier army from Libya into gypt. It was when the union o 
and Raissa was giving hem he chance for their initial spiritual co 
that Gratzi an I marched across the Libyan Desert towards Alex 
Septembe 1940, to be pushed back in o Libya by the advancl11g 
troops in early 1941. twas at the time of Graziani's re reat from Egy 
the 18r tfsh troops advanced from Sudan and joined Eth·opfa1's r s 
forces to dislodge the Italians from Ethiopia and, h nee, from the H 
Africa altoge er. 

When the German troops joJned he Italians n Libya, however, the 
army was defeated in Tobruk, a base jus inside Libya from • 
with Egyp , and fell back to the hamlet of El Alamayn in July 1942, 
90 kilometres to the west of Alexandria, and dug in face-to-face 
German/Italian foes that closed ir, fr,om the wes . This stand-off pe 
until October 1942, when the Allied troops won the historic ba le 
after EJ Alamayn. 

Neither Sabri nor Ra·ssa lett us any memories of those difficuft y 
desert battles in the v cmity of Alexandrfa, al hough this was during 
three years of heir engagement and marriage. But those were, ge 
years of uncertainty, air-raids, naval torpedo skirmishes, being vi 
cut-off from he outsJde world and, above all, soaring costs and sea 
basic necessities. If Sab • was a 'man of modest ... income' when ~ e 
for Raissa's and, his sftuation must a1ve been that of a dire want by 
1943: then with a wife and two young ch· dren, Hussein and Safa. 

However, the eyes of our two eagles' were set all along on the highla 
Ethiopia! As soon as the British mach"ne of war moved wes of Alexa 
in pursuit o retreating German and ItaHan troops a relative calm and 
feH on the ast editerranean and the Red Sea. The sky was now de 
he two, Eagles, first to gain final g impse of Shoghl Effendi, hlmsel 

married, and hen to embark on their first joint expedi Ion 

Mat r al nd o •on I Prep ratio Sta rt 

In prepa tion for the re um journey to E, hlopia, Mr. Sabrf visrt 
Ethi,opian moassy in Cairo to obtain entry and resident v sas. It w 
w sh of Shoghf Effendi that the residence v sa should be for period of 
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11r I tTMl .·o Qr ~. , BRI & &1s • Er.u 

·o ian Embassy ,official as Mr. Yohannes ndom.' 
a as • Et ed to grant Mr. sabri any visa. Howeve, after he 

rrs r. Vohann_es effu~r. Muhammad Reza Gullestanehi2., . Yohannes 
• rv nt10 n o • h t>l 

rson I In e period of hree mont s. 
d v sa for a 

sue rt that our ',eagles' were quite modest and 
- h s here to asse . tw lf-r ter 15 e b I s as opposed to the impression o o se 

~n-to-ea h h ma; hi! ;is~ iption might infer. To correct h s impres~lon, 
su ing hero 5e~:d of time In th rr own words, sta1rtlng first with Ra1ssa, 
t us uve a P 
en sabri: 

• a: 

ur famili 

dd' and hy ,nu 
111 ln th1 j In 

prevent 
an ri I 

a ·yin 

b th who eir _rly . ~hoo •ith r. 
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Sabri with Newbo 
s In ca 1941 in 

II 

8 e eco d Ex e 

i cou ry for pu . of t a hi.ng Dur Cause 
·, hfm through • power. A company of Our 
• m. as bidd n by Him Who is the Almight. 

d uri r 

h r b1ograp yo Shoghi Effendi, The Priceless Pearl, hich was publ shed 
969 Ruhiyylh hanum described the effects tha he six-year duration 

World War h d upon he prevlously youthful figure of the beloved 
rdi n s she ro about he pos -war years. 

• slrd 11 or L: ·ar ... He Il pp chin 
mples. hi uldcrs m o m pm 

, 11 he had on w ugh ut. I nrml 

ow ver, and far eing a period of limbo in waiting for peace, she 
v s us the following asse smen of what constltu ed a sampl of the 

an of Shoghi ndi's achievements that Shoghi Effendi made during 
0 ·1 pen ous yea of uncerta nly and anxiety: 

·c h h on y • e 1i mi ._.,, Da.' i 
hnd p~~c;e tcd - h • 1 

de:m: tht 

nl per'phe 
uri 'ch th 

d been 1mtJa 

P arl . 
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One m rght think that Palestine was ri mo e om the ba efields of W 
II, but fact is tha the situation in Haifa was lmost 
b en In Alexandria. 

Alth u U did n t uaJly h th Holy Land,~ years we li cd in th ' 
danger so at any lime. We • many th rcountri " fthe orJd, 
b ngs that comprise er h use [fli us of Abdu'l-B 

• • al1<>1w created qui pmblmi; of course im 

m meant great deal of wand :ring around • 
l call t ru - . Haifa, bein a m uor "lb • 

an importan r poinl lraJ gi ally. Th city h d a.nous anti ... aifcraft guns 
about mil from diari • hom . There •ere a fc bo 
n ligible - in mtecti n miracu1 but w bad • 
Lh bi • ircraft gun w uld be. "nkled abou 
becat a piece f ·hrapnel th ·ize o a grape would 

marbl .. __ ,,...._ marltlng the • g-pJac 
n~ them er a tua_ll fi IJ n them. 

Guardi and J • i ometimes when lh l came a ru 
up and Joo ow but lL'iwtlly h • d n t vcn do lhaL e 

ht!n ritis win d lb uJ 
and th hal ur -bombed b llt 

achy nch] 

It was immedia ety a er thfs period ha our two young Eagle came to 
the bless ng of another audience with Shoghi Effendi, an audience tha 
beoom the r last n this earthly life. 

P pa atio P lgrlma ,e 

During Sabri1s past two pilgnmages, he House of Abdu'I-Baha in - i 
onry one Occupant· Shoghi Effendi. When he Guardian was manied i 
shortJy afte Sabri's seco d pUgri,mage, Sabri and Ra,ssa we e to h 
blessing of be'ng hosted by Amatu'I-Baha Ruhiyyih Kha um. hey 
Shoghi Effend·, sometime In 1943 wondering if the ·me was ripe to re 
Ethfopia and asking permissfon for p·tgrimage before th journey. 

Ra· 'Q 

In I, our l'fe 
directi l 

3lld 

cam repl tc ith • oy and happm when we re 1h Be 
would aHowed btain the bJ in f pil • took pla 

·old. 

Sabrf 

6 Ibid. p. I 3 
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uld~ to i te. l w uJde r:n I th • i • 
• C. n e f 

h arms around h a.Ii: I 
th fi m 
Then I 1 • ith 
talk a ly • • 
abl to. t 
n t! l tn ·c 

di • •oul~ th ugh, hen oass,~d ~I lhal 
db . H1 iUumin ti n and wer wer 

Reminiscing upon those precmus moments of her audience with the Gua 
Ra·ssa's narration was equaHy glowing. 

hoghi • i ill in 

tional , tn throu h and bri 
fell to an o pin un ry I f◄ nd 
my 10 lj . in th f or od.' 
( I 

. . 
0 

ns w 
ed. 

un glish. 
from that tim . H ur • 

nninth 
cont nt 

true o ne ligen . re 1m 

I : b m ortcd U'i 'Jui [lh Mo ·t nL 

Pe 1 th • [t/1 • lumi,wus km uag ], BJ ·t th f n ti ] r f Baha 

Sabri and Raissa's keenness on mak ng the pflgrimage before he i 
times ahead were well rewarded. s nee h y were no destin d o 
another p lgnmage, i w s a sourc of spiritual nourishm nt for the 
their exc ptionaHy long pioneer"ng career. 

nd rful ~ re h hi h Hi • w u ld add • t u 
• to 011 H uJd th • u man11 
to u. • I.: cnts. wbi h w d' kn "· I 

ubj h a B I ··1 dJnini ·LJat n and t.h 
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that eh d heard from 
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l th t 

w m 
uld mee at th 
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w h shoghi ffe di offered a wonderful opportunity for he 
r au~,e~o listen O his ecommendattons, and hls plan to support them 
~ag stl ued prayers for their success as well as sendfng other pioneers 
ts con n 
hiopia o help 

ini • d n t tea h th F ith hastil f r • 
, 
m fu.tn . 

m Iran en l th nic 0 

y alw . 8l th· H ly ·hrin for ' ur..: nfumation and idan 

sa, particular. was privlleg d o sp nd a long im wi h Ruhiyyih Khanum 
ec ally as she as the only woman pilgrim at • he time. Their alks were 

info l and intimate . 

l ne tim n w ld i i 
served f 1i quaH • o 

ith you in Ethiopi !"' 

~r~sence of young Hussein wi h his mother was a grea source of gladness 
Ruh,yyih h num's heart since she ad a grea affinity towards children, 
lie she erself was not to have a c ild of her own. 

th r L lJ. He energ ti a.nd wished t 
l • :n I w nl n for moon 

• • h wond red Wh re i 
un n d le hlm with his falh 

ove un 
idi Ruhlyyih 

• I rcpJi 
id 

Wit bring r Th • nc. t <la l ·tum brin • H in 
un ntrolla l .. 

u d th attention of Shoghi Effendi and was a recipien of 
abri na t d the tim of r d parture, w· h both Sabri 
9 a th ir separation from their beloved Guardian 



stoni. h lo Huss • Id hi "hoghi 
, • Eminen th ian!' B l ed Guardian pla 

Hll..! in ocl willing; he would 6e bi gin up in Baba i mann 

Thus th final day of pJlg ·mage anived~ The sadness of s bn and 
boundless. In remembrance of those unforgettable farewell momen 
addressed the following words to Raissa in their audiobiography. 

y u an I \\'en: crying e • crying l our ti n from the 
1h Holy hn happin t, thro · 
t o bein 1n n, r , we f 1 

paration.•• 
·ng expelled of . It indeed. an 

In an unusually emotional farewell, Shoghi ffi ndi walked ith the 
the s eps of the Master's house. In his rast words o encouragemen 
he conferred upon h m the tme that was to be associated with Sabrf 
for eternity. 

''Mussoflni did no conquer Abyssinia~" asserted Shoghi Effend·, , You 
[spiritual] co queror of Abyss;niai· 

A d, o Raissa, he spoke words that kept reso afng ~n her ears for 
come. 

\ Res ssured, Rest assu d, 0 handmaiden of God! I am always wi 
pray for your sucoess and confl rmation ! " 

As had been the case when Sabri set off from Haifa for the first ex 
•
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His Emincn hi ndi reqi~:!'d U th ident and • iting beli 
bid us fAil weU. The numkr f th ort w huge 

ere nd Mir c e 

he memoirs hat Sabri and Raissa lett us about thefr journey by la 
Alexandr a an the way to Add is Ababa can only adequately be descri 
journey of miser·es and miraclesf Of au the suffering of their long plo 
career, this journey stands ou a a testimony o the unmatched e 
and heroic fortitude o the con uerors. n v ,ew of th's fact and 
couple related this part of their history in the most moving and ca 
of n rrations, he wri er prefers to give it as ·s: unedited and i full I 
o help e readers know a which part of he journey they are, I 

long description has been divided into su -headings. B cause It h 
r corded by Sabri and Ralssa 1n a pilot/co-pi ot manner, the narra or': 
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c;uuts of the Divine Providence 

AS was the case with 5abrf's first arrival in Addis a decade eartle!; Divine 
Pf'OYldenre took good careot thetamlly rrom the first moment of this second 
arrival, late one evening ol March 1944. The travelk!fs who barely ~e It 
,rornKhartoomtoAdci'sthroughsuchaperlloustrlpweretobetheredplents 
o(God'sboun1!fulfa11ours,<lesalbed herelnSabrf'swords: 

"1t,ecallc:"ff"/.,omaluponowam\'II.Owrwochikmt.,,:n:a.ltq,llld"wilbtd1111«oll' 
._ but. ynil .,._ darl. llQWeYa, wr ""ffe wondffin& .,'llo:fflO f11 if.,~.,'mlO ~11,ebi,o ■ 

tudi1omr.Thffl.•~--"-.i.-.my-.1~ .. llh.......-.·0011c1 
i1bod.t.-oflhe[oldFJhoopl&JS..'ll*ho11,aiU....m?Ancl-iflkaJifdlC-,who 
,..u,11u.,..lhll~wmcom1na""°"'blll'r 

n seems tha1, al um moment, Sabrl had fofgotten all about the klrnl m1m 
who met them on the train rrom Khartoum, Mr. Subhl Gurunfull. The pefSOfl 

who shouted Sabrl's name was one of the attendants of Otilia Hotel:, who 
dutifully!ooltcareoftheluggs1geofafa~thatwastotallyexl'laustedby 
• one-month journey, tnd guided them to a waltlr,g vehicle! ln such ease 
Ind comfort the ramlly was taken to II hotel that was quite magnificent by 
the Randan:ls or those days. There, they were re<:ei\led by the hotel manager 
ffho apologised for the fact that Mr. Gurunfull was not present to receive 
lhernin person. At such a reception accordedonlytoVIP's, the unbelieving 
Ind weary Sabri and Raissa, now carrying their sleeping children on their 
~were~ into their room. It was a large room wltha bath and 

Ail this moment Ralssa was struck down by the dysentery thlll. she has 
<lMit111ctec1 on the Journey, whlle suckling Safa had been critlcallV ill some 

~~~ J!llsw~: ::~=:. ~I:~ :e ~~:,,..~ 
t ~":~u==:: =:!'~ S:..~~ ~==t 
~ brought a ve.rr nourishing supper to the room, finding that thelrguestl 

~cltoti:~: ~~~~:~~~ ~= :at;h:i'td Ralssa'.s ..,, 
~"""-:la-b,ks-rllldWl 11oaro/dlati.ltW!lllld..-havcmlm:dl!l)'ltadWl"'r 

http://lxv.nl
http://1Iic.it


Mo1111'fl.tWtn&,;t,1:t 

"'O\lld<Ul)"inwdl•ho!ol:«lbil1dnci«olWcalibl1!wwldlreolkloisaliondihebllb-r.« 
l:olmxlT,wid,1\111'1ttll.._...,IO...fu,i......,,nginAoldisAblblffi<kdl,y....,.•~h 
.-dsleiepinau,OCll!lfonabichala." 

RaiJ.Ja: 

"Durifll.,.,journoy.Sat.i-•lenct1oHis~lbeGuardianoflheCrll"'ofGod 
tvuyplacewe~Wt,.,....,lfflVcdinlhisholdlwas,'Cl')'..da>dt,th.uslcd.ln 
101\cuerfromSabrfEffmdilha!Jpok,oflhcdiffiaah, .. thatwcsufl"~dunng,,..· 
Hi$ Emfomoe cabled bad.: 'PRAYlNG YOUR SPEEDY RECOVERY HE ASSURED.' 
lhtlirncwertteivcddusubleOUJ"illnessnwmmdda,lysonc!" 

Equally miraculous wa,s the Wort< !hat was a,mmged for them, even bef 
they arrived· i!lll llirri'l"lgeme!'lt th&t greatly ,ased theh'ff~ settlement. 

-· 
"W!111.,■ l'DOl'e~111h11Slt,rlw■ p,1iao .... a(moirllik,riqaJhop.lnilnt 
wtrl:,b<hcamtw:ty..:oe■Maide)Cc,,lkd'-"''llopn,,:cdedhui!..h"'11faqpfi,:dpooi. 
Th:employmlffl\idi:dSlb'IEffiwliwilll1biaJllyskilkdlaboirfixa,lk,wc,,,\'f,_.e1,-j 
mooeyodittlhm.,,.,lhirlypo,mcliowllidl,_quil,:1imall-.l,ypooi1•"'V 
LIICl<ily.lhccmp1oytr~meiowmwiihSatr1ia!be......,.O...l'WNllgdUIY 
10maRmmeM1lilhinpf'ttih<hxelsudt•CISWll.llll'kim.,wfUflif(fflll.bed~ 
s.trlll>dl....,..Jd011his""n"-orli:as,~CO\lnct.So.ewrydayaftcl',eva,o'okl<l. 
lhe..-.-cnias..,-..oold-,.lhlllldi;lillOnllossillJ!lllmls.tiriorouldfinlMlbis~"'lrk-.d 
wuildhavelllll'supporintb:-.vorbhop.Wc:lba:iimngalfll'H..ssa1111Jds.,.&ro1~ 
lheworkllbleaodc:o,,=dlhemwidlalmOOlh"wllca..,..ilhll...,booogbl10prn&ca. 
li-om~Thtl!Cl<fillf<J$10'0llld.fif11•_....,~-i-1ri!whood"•lilnti<lw,;gs 
mi,dn;a:f,111"laler.'11,.isw,:,rt'fflWdSalhr1'•rea,,i.tsalary.inldd1tion.,_,extninoomoin 
forlhis~wtn.• 

..,, 
MAI~ md ofllll' fuSI full mcnh of miploymeli. ~ ..r.,plo)'CBcalcubil.:d.,... IDOll1hly 
•30powdl. Totb.isl:osic ala-ylbe)l•booddal lllinypercG11oflbcwurbbop'1""' 
~•fttr deo.letiata ofal! e<J!<"$CI-\I/hon uinqllired lbo.t ~ ..... should i-)'far 

holl:l~wel'midthallheinameam<db)'Raisaaforlhccxnwatc,..as 
loCO','a'<IUfb(ulb;ILThertfc,re,w<::didnolnted"'-,,,,10,spcnd-ll'laulincome...,11idi 
~inlhcblri:~wifldleJO~dllr""~imnEgyp(r· 

Beforethel11ipseofafewmonttis,thethol.lghtsofourE11gleswerefowsed 
how to establish II home of their own, In Which they would enjoy the p,riv 
toacti1evethelrone11n-d01"1lygoalorcomingtoE1hlopl11:teKhingtheB;i 
Faith. 

" 

uponretumlngtoEthlopfathlstlme,Mr.SabrfEliasdlscoveredthata,lltf'le 
be)Jeversofthelirstperiod,~ceptforSlyyldManslir,wt"recompiete!vd!splaaid 
by the two wars that !iwept the country during h!s absence. Sfyyld MaOSUI"", 
an immigrant from Yemen, was the only believer still there, llind he becalm! a, 
member of the re-~ected Spiritual Assembly of Addis Ababa,. However he left 
the Faith 1n the ml<l-1950's, att:ei--sabri and Ralssa hllid moved on to Djibouti. 
-n-ierefore, Mr. Gia, Bahta, who wa,s already a dlent and nei9hbour of Sabri 
andRalssawhentheyspokelohlmaftheFailh,ls"'9ardedbythemas'the 
llrsl Baha1 of Ethiopia', and Sabrl gives tile following brief BCCOUl"lt of how he 
w11sln1roducedtotheF11ilth. 

"A!l1Jnc:whenl,...atailirin,i•ou~f,-A10Gil.l.hlsfolhtrd...S01A$illlf'.L So.hl'tn1vtll«llo 
,!..v,ual(IIIUrl/l!hff-.1. l/ponlli.r_,,1<1Addi.l.lli:-10te0oi>'C#k--.ll""""''ikm 
•\'cfY-h.O...fni:r-<khiplxunv:clole,-aidwcllalt«IIQv,11tcachor!w:r'shomeo.a,pocla!1y 
bocalllc""'wm:ne,gt,bo,.n. H~w01>kltlflonuseao:humcho]:Q!,Kd.aidwe.,ouldljW!ldlbe 
urnc4-u"'l!lbellahi'iF1ilh.ll/l1m..,uxplaino:110bu,ilhc,Teadmpofllah,li"u'l!Mi,llcllid 
ih/llllloy"'lltt""'Ymll<hlilchismhc:r'JidcalL l~<U1Sldm,:ihlnadfwbe-""' .. •Bah6'L 
Dlmnglhescwsiion5ofhiseaiy111q11iry.arricndofbit~T',sl"&Si"'1would~ybim 
bul,~ly.Ttsf1neva-bctame1Blha"i.AwGila<lid11<11tikl001111Dyquestiros.ffll'ho 
"•thckn::lofpmonwb,il'l'Uftllyrea,gniuslherulh.. Hisfailh,.'auniqueardlulbfc,.... 
liktallbl<tofllonour.Sio«hoernlnoidih<Faith.hodidno1di.o,o,••ingleiilSIBnOC~
o:mfonuitylolt1Teach1gC 

Wtan!!rortunate to have Mr: GHa's versrottoftti/s story- Che rtoryof 
how he beca,me Baha'i, which he wrote rec:ently'" In his ht>me In Mmara, 
Erttre11i,lnhlsrasclnatln,gstral9htforwllfdandslmplestyle. 

"Myfi111mcc1iag..,idiSobrlhlpptnol;lm1hol,,JinAdd,.Abob&,JbonlyallcrbisM>C<J<1d 
fl:IW'tl10Ellu<,pa.Sabrf..-.. lpe8ku,11wnhlhebolelclminArat,;,:,.,-hkhlheclerkdidnot 
know,rcameforwudan.dlllk.-d10Sabri.lnArabic•lhadli~cdandlllldiedinSud.ulfot 
"""-clhanJOyem.'Canihtlp?"Sabriwuh:appyiolind-whospol:ehuwngue,lnd 
•1DCelhaJ1im.e..-e!Wledvisiliaseachlllherandbecame1oodfrlmih.. 

"°'""' day, I w"' summontd l,y lheCo,m.ondrequested1011311d as a lawyer fll'• defcru:l1n~ 
Th.ricais,;,dwaJ-rnarri(d11>aneotdleda•gh1er1ofHislmperialMa;estyfl1ikStlassie. 
Unr0n.11u1ely. lh11da•gmtt po:wedaway while ll"1ng bilth III lhcdnmd&n!'• 1i,s1 child. llil 
~ 1Jtlty11'UIOlng1)' w,lh him foi "Cll&m1ng,ng boll({ hltdical can: r«btr in Addis A~ 
""er than leav-rl1lhCl'lOJl""butli1rh.o.,c. ThismMI wuGo,·m,orOflpn>','lDCtinTip-a,. 
• ~'°" orElhK'!"l ltlal ill odjxffll lo 1:rli;mi bul 'l"ile r. fn,mAddi, Abllbll. Tb<tefo,,,. 

6<j 11,.fllll...,.w•S,yy,dM ...... llmAt.do'l•~ ...... 8H"I~ 

1{)'1~0do•-hil.,._...._,..200I 
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bdbrehand d s rid b r he could 
hil birth. 

law· he cc 
r dea was inlenf onal calcu lat1 n 

·• en the am w D ·azm ch 
he b I mun t h had no mo 

gage me. Thcref◄ I y the mm 
an. at wn to tud e b t l 

air. I went Lo walk up and d wn id my hou 
be nearb , an he me walking me and ¥ tc 
1 ~ pon d 

e. an 
·m. 
d e 
ri' h m 

ith ! H inv1 

'le tcd w'th an h. famil in th fr\ nl garden o, • hous foT t 
to ds e ly evt!ning • bl h clari 

uld easily count the a e f th 1 

me ti ned ible or e ·e 

kcd 
that I do not agree with. 

m di tin th ide . Th re 

... ik hat?' h claimed w·th 1gp o eat hi ac. 

• m nuoned • n lhe • • I r plied, th t upon lhe 
th f lhe sun ill h e no p 

elight.. •llJat 
d cli pear. d 

anation to all • plied ubri o 
ri Elias du nd he 01 b m 
ed. 

an' He repti but 11 t rm e ard. 
• i aith lhal he now mb w s 

to, in rincip d w ndere oo 
lhe ub' t. lm ly beg re 1e Bah4'u·Jlal d t • b 

·ng fi r mor- I gi "'O Pari Talks d thus 1 e . 

n a ma e of a few mon hs other people became • n touch with 
and declared the r belief in ha'u'lla . Ye , Sho hi Effend·'s advlce w s 
not ~each the Faith hastily Be careful, ... ', and they he ded • . Ho 
Sabra ,and i noticed ha hose who i nit ally came into he Fai h 

o up to their expe tions One of h m, fo example, could no give up 
r nki habl , hll ano er was of Umtte p rceptions tha di note 

0 

HI l'JRITU. 1. 0 QUI::~ 

rasp he ail h properly. Rather an being d1scou d, s b and 
h . 0 cg ntinued to pray hat God might bring ·n souls who would become he 
lu'1 us of ong Baha'i community. eir prayers were a swe ed b or 
nt.1d a related here by Raissa: 
10n , 

my 

1bo could no fully comprehend ith. 
th ur rolh to wh you c 

n • of the ecurlty De and 
r . ty Dcpartm 1! Ho,. utd h frien d 

1 
• en wen to ~ ooL L 

ta' t Prin iple • pamphle: th ~............. i 
m friend th H d of the - urity 

bal will happen ne n 
pub • 

t 

ha 
p\i • 

and 
sured 

dl~ 

anted t • • 

0 

y. b be 
• h F rn· sm11ce. 

of i 

, r 

o them. 
l "d. y I 

·gion ' 

hel d great pp· 
what i The • • ons and ,...,e.;:u .. ..., 

...... -..t lO be q • nisti m 
and ·1 - • 
t! While d became a e 

sem dis ._.,, .......... lb t him l 

an ·:nc y nof 
and trust 

c unlingl" 

()] 



F.I> Encu~ 

T s &. r bul tions 

As Sabri and Raassa were achieving such great successes In teach ng the 
Fa·th severe sufferings and tests came their way. The record is replete with 
many trials and tribulations, but the following three incidents are selected. 
They nvolved Hussein, Safa, and Raissa, respectively and are all r,elated by 
Raissa. 

Hu ein's Love for Ani.mals Turned Sour: 

·~Th fl riou ~-t as th t Hus in used to I e animal and play with then e th re was a 
do by trn: gate our bous . Hussein started to p!ay with i~ but uddenJy th dog harged Hussein 
and bi hi. thigh! e, as rabid and had ha b"ttcn way a piece o H ·n eh. Hussein 

inted chi hoc . Hi condition was very critical and h had to be ru hed to th ho pital. 
There. th wound was tit ·hed and ·1 n sary lo give him anti-ra ies injections. abri 
him to t.h ho .pit.al very d y h re he re ~i ed n injection in hi belly - tw I e mj lions in 
l tal 

day I id o brl: •You m tired an ha e ha no h. L t m take vcr and carry H tn 

to the ho p ·1a1 from n n!' H greed but it appcned l t r lha·t night I h d an inner fi ling 
that something t nibl a going to ba p n. The nc l morning, J wa rying and aid to bri; o 
t 1 the truth, I don wantl take Husr in to th h pital today!' H • replied. ~o·dn·t w a that 
y u wiU take over thi k , I said I h "e an intuition lh tan acci nt i going happen 
am so scared about Hu in eU. H repli : Mind you.. nothing will happen!' Ho ever, afu:r 
he w ot out of 1h I use and alk away f • r some dismnce h e hack. He • d: • 11 il be 

0 d! Just Go! o hann will befall ou.. I. Lc)O(f, i H ein hand in min b,, th te. ach 
time a h cart w uld p -by· I w llld h ital lO p it . d co b would ome and I 

ould sti H refuse and on. y be:itation wa so cl that i al1r3J led my neigh ur s U nti n. 
h was an Annenian woman who 1i ' din upper oo of OUT h use. h cam do"'11 an keel 

m : Why are you luctunl t taki o h? I hav been w tching y u fr m the bal ny and sa 
ou tum away thn:c carts. [ rep I ied; I do n t kn w why, but my heart i • m 1 d with ear. y said 

to ure me: Hu·· in m t ha e hi injection. Don't be afraicJt [ wiU .tay id you witil you 

take a coai h.' 

' Finall . a fourth coach came and l took i with .,. ...... """'in besid m . t g of the trip, th 
the middle of th ~•d ddenl a priva~ automobile m bin 

at ve soe:cu. [l colli fi rcibly with the right ide f ur c ach and tos in the-air. 
Hu . in and J n 1h pavemt!nt on t hand id the road. Th f◄ n:e of the com ion 
was ln:m ly .. .,....,,........ I n o my hcst and l ould n t br • th e re in ma feel 

hest bed Hat and I ch kin l ,; anted to cry ut d say • my soo l 
I m • o sound. I certain d. ~ Mmm. . . only • und that 

y to . h ul l dn l. m crune 
lo our m· u . pie rn up from l l l ried out ~m 
and i n usly rep I icd M ma. M ns • of great am to m 

• 01 . 1 loo i. a e to find that iL wa ,,ery ollen. in e he u.ld ry ut 

2 

\\ 

l 

Ell/I. 

a." still ali . Gra.duaU my brealhin slo ;ved but 1.-lru1t!d lo r aJi1.e my o n 
m people took us to the l ospi Lal and at r . bri. 

ca.me he said: •sin • this morning I nicd ilc I wa: we rking ilh lhe 
d w· trembling. I became rcaHy sarred, b caus wo ruanned ru . I d 

at • m thing would h ppen. o ~· it ht • hap . It t k me mre Utan on 
fro ·n·urie in I was t v n abl to rai m ann. B t Hus in•· 

ithin k. 

t log1l . H was driv ·r fro 
flered t pay ompen tlon. 

m • n and m . l impor1aol all \"' w 
of our te 1·· 

Life Saved by a New onder Drug 

u a at afo suffeTed. C day, hil h • w p • ith H sem 
rem i.=d a draw from blc in the li • m and it 

we naii t through a • t in 
, ch 'afa injury t 1 

from in r pl'ied ~met· of e inJury. 
to hi tempc rat t o th doctor 

·implc o d prescri I ec nt. I er. i 
• . Al nigl l he f miting. diarrhoe , onvul ions. and 

• g •e to the me d e w • an I lal ian • • 
r. becked said: It 1. poisonin ! The inf • 
--re • hope Lhat h • ms en be ·d this I be 

uld . What'? M n ... ?' ry beautiful and 
Lid_ •Thi. is impossible. ha u llah, impo ible-" I w nt into rhat ore o • 

. prayt!r. "IL i. 1mpo take him um mel o. o! lmpossi 
m! I nti ue to uttJ r th e w id my t ars and scr 

i tim p raturc shot bi . 1 he doctor sa • t lhe boy • 
k.' He aid mat ly we wil • n m to help. 

: 'lf you ur u ky. there i a nc • drug d • penici Um~. Ir th sbipm !111 of thi 
• • ] tl • poisoni-ng •. Lal m nt mad 

in okc Baha·u·11ah re to cal afo f r 
m b si '-'as in th ........ ~, .. u.. r. mberto ' • 

brt ll"l, hi m dical assistant amc into th m. Th • i Lant said: Dr. Um 

di red in th urse of orJd War II y the Ameri nlJ t . terning. 
o, i biorics. poison· tb • g ne I term u escribc on o.,_; ·J"\ h lm-

m1 -hi hi, b~· t d y· ·epti en ia. If o t ~• db. anti • • ·1 would 
I! lo lhc • lt ·nt•s dc~nh. TI • in id n~ p ,babl •, t k pl ne year~ fiu:nily' • 

Et.hi p· • • t Ul. l.L! .• m 
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Raissa R ifu.ses o Die 

oeoame iJI ·th typhus fev 
Anet~~ did n t kno • that 

m d said.• 
bae orrha 

diti W, • 

say that l will • 
h smil 

lh 

graduaUy in reasin 
ery fty t'Wrl'Vln 

• at o . 
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R lectJ g th Splr u I em ly of ddi ba 

More people st rt d to come Into the Faith, In additio they ound o 
believers ·n in Addis Ababa Siyyld ansur and Ato Araya Anton'2• Each n 
believer would su mit a petition to His Emlnenc , and each of them 
lnv riably receive welcoming and ess ng le: er from Shoghi Effendi 

Y 1947, a r less than th- e m he a of abrf a d Rais 
h opla, Sabr( and Raissa e v, h I owing ca fi • aifa. 

72 n tR ~ntl QJfdp u o illn 

4 
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incidentally the number of new beUevers had ached v when 1s cable 
arrived, whlch brough .the t?tal membership of th B h ·, communll'y 
of the capital o nine, incl dmg Sab r and Raissa. Commenting on 
recommendation of he Guardia to hem o exercise care n teaching, Sabri 
ives an explanation of why It took them lmost three years o teach five new 

bell vers. 

did no low wn w- bing w th this USC O m 
• m5lan 

Therefore it was possib e, a is point of history to re esta lish the Baha'i 
Spiritual • m ly of Add~s Ababa, with the foHow(ng membe hip as t d 
by Rai 

• in number and bf ed the 
bl [ to]G ~ 

ri Elias ~'1.1-1,_ El answ-? 
~.-...... , ..... michael. 

Ther was a prec·ous gi in wa ting for eac of the member of he Assembly 
as, a,galn, related by Raissa. 

y JV 
I 

Iii 
lluhd' 

pilgrimag . Hi us nin 
am. • 

in 

n i • , man of~ m,. 1, oodquQ{it, , ho 
• and t>inbracal rhl! Fa th I nvrln hi ·ifi • ffe e-OP. it,on'. 
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9. Mission Accomplished: 

The Bah.i'i Community of Ethiopia 

ll was quite amazing how the Bah.i'l Faith became nrmty established Jn 
fthloPlalntheshortspanofafewyelll'!i.SoonafterSalmllfldRalss.a 
~dedlnteachlngenooghsoulstoformtheSplrltualAssemblyofAddls 
,l,baba tor the second time In history, several Important milestones were 
eoY':!red towards the maturatkln of botll the Baha'i community of Ethiopia 
,nd the Spiritual Assembly d Its capital. Among these milestones, the 
followlngmlghtbecitedlnvlewofthelrgreatfutureslgnlflcance. 

,urriage with tmperlal and Splrltual Bluslngs 

we read In boof(sofandent historystoriesofdlllgentandjustmoriarchs who 
would walk among their subjects tolnvestlgatetheirconditionsandtend 
to their needs. However; one would not expect such personal encounters 
be:weenakl119andhlssubjecthavecontlnu.edaslateasthemlddleof 
thttwentlethcentury.ButthiswaseoctlythecaselnEthlopia,especially 
l)u~ng the decade5 that Immediately rollowed Its liberation In 1941. In 
those days, the Ethiopian Sovereign not only knew many of his s1,1bjects by 
11&me, b!.it was also aware of their private lives and clrcum$tances. One day, 
l he•rd the following story b~ng told by Mr. GIia Bahta lo some western 
8ah,"!s and one of them appropriately exclaimed: •w11a1 a Monarct11· In 
lrthot may be regaf'ded as layl119 one of the early bedrodcs In the firm 
~ndation of the Ethiopian Bah.i1 rommunity, Mr. GIia 8ahta took the bold 
cleds!ontoest:abl/shhlsown'Bah;!1home'. 

l!e,ng 'an Import.an!' subject, he Informed his soverei1Jn of this Intention 
llld -..as carer...! to bring him up to date with all related developments, as 
~..,hentheyhappened.Here,thereaderisusheredlntoGi!a'sao:oont 
~lmPOrtanteplsodelntheBah.i'ihistOl')'OfEthlopla,whlchlsalsoa 

~r,j ~ft:~:J~::it;:~~~::i~ t=n~l!::~ri:/ls feet trod so firmly 

~Cn.l'Oan;•fterbi:com~•8ahi'J,lcona,ll(d),.kSabrioboulha.;.ga8abi'Jhorn,of~y 

~~~~=~.~~:=~!'!':"!~~;;;~~m.:,;c: 
-.ldc._1,vifcyou1XU'f• 

~~1~.:r=::..;:.i:~==•1:!:.:;E~"7o!':!~t~ 
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OTJl' nm ~ED I l F.. 

I decided to sc k penni ioo from the mp ror. Wh o the mperor h~ my q u t ~ 
rmi • l m om n from Egyp h w s ast ni. hcd and w dered why 1 woul 

m rn.o • bl • •J a rcas na e excuse, I said that the ·thiopian w men fr rn 
I oul b 'ife w re Jr dy rnani d, whil th a railabl no id 
suit me. r, in th "tin room for a while and then re all d 
a r a utt n minut . 

• o, ~ou have decided o marry gyp ti an w man t for your hildren, I 
and mmd your h u. ·e ' h mpcror said l m he ecmed to h e understood that I 
oth r n . Ho ever and in order to make me h ppy. he granted me permi ion. 

There eUed to E d tart d the •. i, by 111 tin ith i onal 
[ tri hid m ' r al o f .oming, bul I di co e 

h to deLail. I e e u 
embers came dir to the matt r. I was 10 

al dy oe cortmein ar a if. I thank m firth tim 
t . con. ider my c rio 1 ap int d I dy as an elderly ·om~ 
w1 . he took m around to many homes in Cairo and Tama i 

irl met my e pe y ort ame very U-p. t.. nd :ice 
want.~ Ir plie [ at om on ho· ly lik you but youn 

• th arc th girl lhat 

d from m • to i ·it the casi it f Al 
th Baba, i in mu b one med and willing t 

h I·, in d. lhe frien l hould go to Po - aid 
mm 11. m hi l I= ublc o in numb f u -11...t•: • 

aha'i of Po ue ti . Tuer n Day t 

n e~e any girl who m on ... in 't d m to go home with hi 
o h1s hom ... h • ·uddcnly r m mber You kno am _ te ant in thi 
rn pr p rly of th family o a wonderful young Ba.ha j girl ailed i • mat but t fo 
you that she was not at the Feast thi evenin ... I le in it m up ·lairs or thi.· 

eetin and in d m to both m th r and da ho d m wi 
rving ft . mpan.i n inun noti ound my h ic l Joo 

ing 'u . d to lhe father h greed marry hi d ughl 
thal end1 he uard" n of the h ith ul him el 

th r cabled or th l.lAJ'dian s n n • om 
iro~ 1 wa th o sein Blear and 11· i i 

M red b u1 my tra el I n . Id him that I 
o the marriage,' Ir ked. -nd goo th rwi J • 
lo interfi onta led r: hughali and on in cd h1 

n lu:-.· Lh • um:cnn 
·mpornml m i m 

TIil. 1'/RITU I. o. ~Ql ,\j o,◄ AllRf & R..i I s. E1.u 

th. tional piritual Assembly. The l m 1 m land LIJ:lllllimou. ly cd lo lh nu1n~u1111,~ 

in ited the th t the • hich • I ted on the upp r floor of th 
I v.i ratu' l Qu d i m dcci i n. fk.'"T me h it timi tl1 fi th 

b y . r. h w· going do nstairs in thi • m d of un rtain y 
to rejoin u w th lm hout a the gal . ah fr ndi, Mahmlld ffi ndi! You 
h v a l I bcli •ingl Mr. u hugh ti reached r Lh cablegram un d it, 

and read: 

MARRJA BLE ED. HO ,H ' ' 

T e Fait and he m eror 

Another important milestone n the progress of the Baha'i Faith in Ethiop a 
as also destined to be achieved by Mr. Gila Bahta. This was nothing other 

than bringing the Falth to the attenfon of Emperor Hail Selassie I, though 
inadvertently and only through the curiosity of a Monarch tha was ·ntent 
on inute deta Is, when it came o the affa.irs of his important subjects. Let 
us read it from G la's interesting notes, 

,m ~im er ha ing fi Lurne t dd i. baba 1i • th my bride, I happen to be al a hosp· tal 
1 th same lime tl at tb , ~mpcror w there to c it n imponan pali ·nt. H n tic~ m 

p en and immcdiat 1y . nt on of the ro al atL ndan lo umm n me t hl pres nee. l 
a p d before the mp ro h quired whether I bud married. Wb 11 answ iJJ th 
affim.1ati e h a ked • \ h didn t u hrin y ur bride to see m 

I did nol w; h to im se on ur preci us tim ~ om aj ty.' I pLi d respectfully. 

4 Bring h r L the al tomorrow! 'W th lo:rperia1 ommand. 

•• 

t langu do mper r nqu • cl 

pc ngr ~ and r nch olll' aj ty. • 1 replied. 

o mu ingl , oda ~ e wHl llow 
ch. But n t time you ha •e to sp in Amhari . • Th n. addf1 in m -
err Ii ·on! 

I d: m M nar h knew that l nm hri ti n d he sh u ld I en it te 
o hri tian. I started plate houl I n pfy th t h , Mu lim o 

. l gathen ·d resol ru1 id a a' like m el ~ 

\ h l! Wh l •. Baird' 1 1'' ~I he Em - r d man de in astoni hment. 



-o,,.,.c11eu.ollotrcclb•lni,malaudlftl<e.f~da::r•odlMCll),mooat-.;dor 
1ftl,-.:pru,aples.."V.'t,ll.',.._1htEmpm,f"1'"'-""'D.~J'Oll_,.b,;d,,?' 

""Y111, Ywtl,....iM•Jt1tY!'lttplicd."8f18il"'°'"boc>l?'He,;,r«m:I. 

"Tl\u.1Ni"mk's1imaudi<-oi:e.,,llldieCmpm,rmdoed.lhefolkl'a-'lllllday,leimeio~~ 
.. ,lh18ahi'(bcd<.llld~1Dludic:,,ce•ithllil~y.llc!Mflki:drMW•1d,·1r 
Wcmfllyou,you...-illbc......_,.,,,,. 

"A)'ff{otll01aut,,ny.-,kp.,.bl/lllio°"'h~•-J_,..,&,W,,,i,1,utNi"mllwtlUld 
callhalU--•--•Anboc.Clalhls-lhcl.OCIISpintualASXlliblyol 
AdohiAboboll<lv!Kd,.,..IOUlb.t,. ..... oflllol~..,i~-IWii"lbookcflO 
H11Ma,c,1y,•11ilcpv,111bsmd.e.,.,cl....,1ofBIRWll'1bonlL l"""'_•collocl><ll.of~ 
&M"iboob..!meidleEnlptm-lOp•-.:Ulllll<good-.oflhcbirtbolwt-. God 
blc-.himr .. vlloeEnpcrur'1taponteiolhc.......,anddltflhc:1aid.'Wmyoa~ 
nnthi1RC'!,giQnb)'your•1fe?' 

•·Mo, YoarlmprrialMoje,l.y,•1 tq>bed. •1.,uo lllM"fl«1woyunbcforclF111111'ric,cl' 

-v...,..Leaclcl'••~isri'\Hc'l"llc<UIUIIU<d•illlliot~'V.chl>"""lndiil-," 
lrcplled.'\1,'tlot,,c1G\lardlln.Wl\oi11111bcUolyllDd.' 

"'YowLndcr•..,111L-.•l~'llc........t'lllimlle-ffllllF'tos.glidad. 
C--u,c,ple,Adri-.,le.Galhpoli,H1ifa.nllbcnM>AlU.l.,'lil'I' 

-vn., y,,.. 1mpcrill ~.' I offirmtd ., bcwildcm>ffll. To lhit, my Moaar<:I\ m'IU>ti:d 
1.n(lly,"YoudollQlknoW)'QUl'Rclip,nl' 

"lplhii~lnal-,dillllmalC"'°""'lll<EmpcrtJrmdtdlhrlllffl1•11>daid.'Wcwillca.llyw 
wi..nW,accdyou.'FromdiltllmC1111hc...-ouldftfti••ll'C:~-andll>tn10.S.
lhoF•,lhrurthn-Thtmfflll!&Swouidllial'romll•~101a1nul!UWl...i,-1 
or.11oa.· 

Viewed 1n hindsight, It Is evident th<!ll this open and bold essertion of the 
veritlesofthe&lhii1F11lthtothen.,leroftheland,11lmostlmmedlately11~e 
!tslntroc1uctlonlntohlsdomlnlon,l\asshapedthepollcy11ndattltudeofthl 
ea11,1 Administration In Ethfopla toward$ aH sovereign oovemnleflts of tJICt 
land. It 1s such policy and attitudes that won the 8a"'1s of Ethiopia fama 
and respect as loyal sef'Ylngdtl?ensofthelrtOUt1lfyund1r1Htlrtum$1:afltff. 
Thrssallent tharacteristlc of the BahA1 Admll'llstrallon In Ethiopia was 
Klr.nowtedged and tommeflded ;1t the S.hi1 lnt.ematlonal ConventlOri 
1983, when the members of the ~tlonal SplritUal Assembly of the ~'It 
of Ethiopia managed to attend the Convention 119111nstallod<ts, and at• 

n«Sl'IIUlt.U C<.l\'O(,J;S1l01'$.J!M(JR.m«F.1.1.u 

urnethatmaritedlowes1ebbofthefortut1esofthe1rcountry." 

i.,stbutnotleast.themoR.lmportantslngleresultofGk'sablhtytorelate 
50 fr.,nkl'f' and Intimately to Emperor Halle Selassie took pl<1te when Gill 
m,1111<1gedtoarrang1forthehlstorlcillmtttlngofl60ctober1969,between 
111eEmperorandRUhlyylhKMnum." 

,toNISOUISJoln 

n-,e relentless teadllng efforts ol Sabri and Ral$sa galtlered momtnlum as 
tile yean. wertt by. Over tl'lt! three years that fof~ d'le reinstatement 
of the Splrttual Assembly ol Addi$ Ababa, and befon! the <lrTival cA other 
e.a,ha1ploneerstosupPOftthernatthebehestofSl'lollhlEffendi,thec;ouple 
1ttncted many souls to the Faith, indudlng people of prominence arid 
c.l)<lclty,ThefollowingillCCOUntbyRaissaexplalns. 

·1,~oi:dor11!,Jayd,a1u..,m,;oncemcdh)-,1l""'1nJ..S0,.'111now,_h,nscfforu. Tbm 
••docilkd10pb,i::taB.tlli'lbookoallleCOU111ororOUJWOrtub,,p.Tllcldea .. -aslbal
lM)"p\ckllupllndJhowm""'31. Wc~thauGodm,&l\lopmldooJ Evcnrually.
talk-df_.,~.,.~(J("'"C""ll9/H..L,Nr1K'ICIUfbr•f"W•-IM 
IIOllliomf...,111111uicsm,dlXUN.Whllo-talb,t1am.bcea1$111 ..... oflbcbuok,picudilup 
adianediol.-.d._Hcwuoolb,orbcd111~11bclloc,tlllal•llmbrbecamc ... -of 
lhtumtliicndann,d.'MyOod,ll'orplt.,ywtf.lcm,cbctt,_iyr.,ll,-.,111,naea!V.'ouldyo11 
allow111t1obanowdiifbooli1'Hilreq-•._IIIIWffNI.IAdal\ar,,-o,..ccbbcc:amcludl 
1111o1 .. 11uot_fi.,..)'0Uftlrollef&uelofllll11a,-.,.-.adil,1Pd!Al•Uor11,rm ... ""IOUCilrd 
by1~AII\Oaltbcai"vanfd..:Oledyouihnotne11Kaiba.wfto.,.rmpioycd1111bcDcpann,elll 
orc .. ·,IMUluoa.~·romlhattillM!oa,lhe,e)'Olllhcon1inucdto\1Sllldrt(IUlorly. 

"Atl)wllffl<,1SlldaoHeyfUII.Ml>NIAlmll:t,nmmSanwa.nalncl!dlbtFaJILTINl
-• .... ofMr.KldaaManam,•'ho'"V•1-bcrof--.HUl4Clll.and•119atrxttodlOlhe 
h•tlllhrmah H-.1\,,-lf.altbau&b, H- -ci&bl Of 111• ~old II.doll --

"la liori. q11a< 1 lqc llllDlbor o(peoplc ffllbrattd lbc full .. (indlld, .. ] Mr. Talbol. • 
Aln.,..Aacncm...!Dr.W,.,..wbo,_m,m~E,_.M'ldill1prmm
p,,111-.~ 

First Intem•Uon•I Bah6'1 Visitors to Ethlopl•: P•rtklpantl of the -1~\lr 0u,iw.- .. loMd111tlbli,,,,.,.,....,~.,....,1a111c ....... orw~•""'o-,-
l'-lorbc:-orGo,1llolllyyll,io--"'°""or .......... .-1-.i,..,o1111o,.__.s,..-i 
"---,.or~------<-••.....,,..."'"".......,_,.,.. .. __ .., ... ~ ......... - .......... ---.-c..- .... 
................. .--ak)"--,i,n....,_ 
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Mimis AA~w t:,«;,>.,· 

1953 Kampala Confuenee 

ll!TM! came In Febn.t<lry 1953 when the flm; Atrlcan ~ha'f confe 
was l'll!ld In Kampala, Upnda. This conten!nce as weU i!IS the oltler 
confe~s held ln WIiiamette, U.S.A.; Sweden i!ind New Delhi, India 
convened at the request of by Shcghl Effendi, In pn!paratlon for the 
YHr Plan that took the eati.~ Faith to all comen; of tt,e Globe. 
conferell(:t;s were widely attended by Bllh;i'is from many countries. 
a hub of ,tJr ~n$POl1' ~ the t~. Addis ,\Nba was an Jnevitahle 
OVl!I" fOf" Bah,ns trl~llr,g to Kampala Con~ In Ugandai, , 11 
of them being prominent people 11nc:1 teadler5 of the Faith. The ex 
ofthelndlgenousBati,'"asofA.dGll~bi!ltosuchspirttulll Int 
visitors ~ve them flrst-hend e,rperlence on the unlversi!il charactt,
ttw- riewfy espoused F,Jlttr end fllf'therdfff)ffled ther llnd&mndmg 
Its tenets. Wondering why Kamp;!l!a, end no!. Addis Aba~, was chosefl 
venue fOt' this flrst Af'rlcln BahA1 conferena, Sabrl <1nd FlalSS<l <1pt:t, 
thisflrstlntem.itlon.elexposureol'thelrsplrttuillchlldrenintoltshi 
perspective: 

~,up,oni,er1111Ecll,opia.weh•.J._.,,AddllAb&l:aWllle•ll'MSofa:Fd
Tho.....,arnc• 19j).-beadwftl1'ArtflnConfffml:t•,.held.llld.-c•~ 
K~ 1._i beai ci- ~ o/ Addol AblillL My opm'°" •• fflll Elhiopu, 
1M faith earl'" 1Nn 1h11 t-.y [Upn<laf'. So I WOlld,:n'II "hyll,o Coeum,acc -
lhn'c..-.lM1hett''0111.•l\crhllkl, .. lhl1.-on<krfu(Co,ifffaWcUl!9SJ•·hichwu 
bylllou.'llnlh(ofputi<lpllll,),-..o-..m,"-Jlf'Je,1110,..111111yvi"1<111Cllmtl!gl01>1ill 
AblillL Amon1chomwmJllndtoflhcC-olCkod'"Mr.Mlldi~ondMr Olu 
Khadimllndlhdrwlvn.AllOlhffpromin .. vi1iloo-wiu).1r.JalllKhhl".priorl01liJe 
lO!h< nutk oflludoflMl.:MIM ofOod. Mr. MNOII 11.fflly. •·ho was 51111 01:c"P)'lllll: l 
lM Flilh, 111d Mrs. Mildred M111u1hdel1. AIM'> amo tbr lltarnl amDrll""' l!IO'!'liari 
tiimds{IUll&btoflnhA·u·1w,,Auuh11yDmrdMcmbtt,llndlllcrCOI.IIUdlarJ Mr M 
M-fa. Atni,nltbcm ol.., w• fA1D1lilll')' Board M•~I Mr.Abd"u!•Rahlm Yudi. lc 
.-wn1ina,:111ohlJ110n!Wc.,,c,d1Qt<tt1V<11hcH frinldt11pOUthtif1nwala1Ad<lil 
at,pon w>d on th...-..,., '-c~ from 1M l(anpt,111 COOll°ermce. Thlt/mllH otBall'·( 
~llx.......,.ono•·Kk.Wc....dlOU.o ...... lbt~•Allah 

nu.--.,._..,...._ ..... J1,...,..1.,1_.....,., _ _...,.,,11,, .. ._. .. 
,_.... ... .._ ..... _ .. .,.,...&..Knya:M,.U-_1-'loio•olc 
MrAQ"'-h;a, .... MO.-,.~,_.__ .......... _)')'L_,.M, l'hilifl 
i. • ..-o111,.-,--~ .. -- .... -11ooa..i.-y1,y"'°"'-·___, 
a.w,·1~...i~- .. -ollliohllol,i'f_,.. __ Abl<M_I 
•-•rM<N-T--ol~ 

7151ootio[thdl, .. o-d,-,l11t ... ·1f ....................... ___ _ 

Haad,,ol .. c..., ....... _ ..... ...,...... .............. IW,j.jf .... .,_ 
___ ..,..._..,,_~--- ...... --, ... ,_._al .. 
llo<C-olG,dll,\ .. ...._..-W_ ....... ..,. .. u.;,....it .... ofMI.,. -·11.c--...._....,.,.__.,,._,-..,,.-.i,._ 
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1'11r.'im;mw. °"""'~= a.-S..1Mfr.l R11~r:.,.1'-' 

icb,hoo<S-11.0f"""""")dwlho•,rpnnw.,dn-,,~lol'ffl.-.,hathc,-["':l"ng} 

:~·:::.~ ~:=;~~"":S..i='!a::.~i~'":!: 
v>'p1,,<c .. lbclanoo(OrTalboc,and1p,cnnQ{cllacmfflJ111,o-.takc,, Duru,.lhcllO 
"'1f- Ill< Dlbi"ilo( AcldaAhabo •·.:n, VCl'J'luf,p)' Thcyheanl apc,,1 dtal of_and,_,y 
pltlhr1docAdchllmof-.thcEd,,opanlhW"l,dodhw•)'DIIOopcal:aboutlbcBahi"I 
f,,.,ucq,,lhtrM1..t-.i,..,..t11cy~<:ilhffl!~ 

.s,IJClihl Effendi'• PromiH: MON! Plon,eet'$ loin the Eagles 

stio9hifffendrsTenYe1rCruw-decallfOt"Ba~'iploneersto~riseforservlce 
WI foreign lands was not limited to those who opened virgin cOIA'1tries 
~ territories to the Faith. Many mo<1!: went to consoll~te the Faith in 
countr1esrh11twere.s,l'Ndyoi,ened,sU<:tta-sfthiopl.-.Thehappinessand 

Ct1nS:::~~::,~~=:~=:a:gs=::\I~e'fn~:ni!t~~ 
piOfll!tl'S came to their support. Starting with their ml!fflO<Y of the promise 
1h11'. Shoghl Effendi mt<le to them prnmlsing such 511pport, the following 
urerpuoftll.ttlengthy.1ccountmarbesavoured. 

11,\oC
'1\ocflnl,;,ncio"'°"'lhedcilrelQ~"""'-M,a.Shumalt.wl(herMi-J)DrAfNIII, 
lloot.••• ... ~t:a1111!!t0Addi1A._.,,,)lnt; .. ~ffijUC$1ollli1t:rn,"'°""SlloihiEffondi 

~ShotnwaAIWrlw••~.u~ ... ·~..-uh<TltuJml.Mr ""-"'• T1w 

~71::;~:=;~:..,m:.!.T-~:.~'::t{.:;:i 
~•llldllll1-i,Jy \Ir ~•""asq1111e,iyrlamlcond--,CUC,,•'Thc:n.oncday, 

,.~---•-DfMtlul/lal•-•r.,lklw> 

~"""""'-••"'1~•-·lli•-·----",.· --··-· .. ,..,,,,,,.,_ c....,,_,.~ ,,,,_.....,.,..,.,,_.,,,,,._otw;,1,fl/,......,,_.,,11,-
:--,--•,--.,,,,.,Jm_.., __ .,_,,, 1",,,.,,,,fl/F...,,._..,,.,e1.,.-..--, 

~=:::::.:": .. •----vlMI -"'-i••~ 
,...,_~ .... ~ ~ ......... ..-1 .. _.,.,.,.,.. ...... 

..._1,_,. __ ~_, .. ._..,_,., _,_,., __ ..,,, __ _ 
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,Mqnt11lJK1,wEAcu~ 

_rtta .. cdat:lblcrrom.,~yoadl.nmnodFr<d¢ndSd11c1cr,..i<iaa•10,nm"
•AddilAirpur1.~ ..... 16,.,..old.V..,,.,,....,n..i1um...., .. w,.._alflol"lmforehcad ■l11 
.-w•bliizm:dd\lC1o(llos•~~-dw•um,,olyhot,un<lllr-.lllll11.1y.,1>,,bt,uq 
filr1/i:wmonlf■ 1flcrb,:IITM!l,/11Kf'<:Mlp,onffl"&oli!AmfflCII.". ~--/,ff, 
American\pionc-orl,..ho_lOUJ]callNIH-nllullt HewM•Ammcanyowbbol.., 
wiB~"fW!llly.for1h!1,_lhcyp.-.:hlmlhcnarncHassan ... andheWll$fflYITTucll 
Iii<,, Mr. Alfrm Scllic1tt [m lpW). Tbcfl Mr. Gama! Rldbdy and 11111 wife Hoda CIIIIII! Ii~ 
fl)llf-" • 

ASd/-Sl}-ldH""'1~~ 
-,,,.,...,...,6ta111h■ tune.tbal_,,,,Balli'lpioo,ttrs!fiual ■-'&11"'9t.wbo"'ffl 
doctonjwi!Ufdcome(10Edl,opil,!andCMtl"~lhou'OW'lld1nj_,.c,,-110,:cmploymcnl"'"" 
lhcMini1tryofH01hh.h""'511CttSW}'1"orc..:hoflhm>looblain1pmn,1fromd\o>Mmistry 
Heal1h.1t ... -..r .. th,spwpo,elhalMr.Gilaw.:nllOlllofficcf[rallfdAIOMombanJ ••• Wt,. 
Mr.Gibukedb-ltla!pm1111,IIIC'c,ffitff,apondcd10lbotffec:1111al.a11oR11uhrlffllllllwilia 
luoclll)k1ty ■ IMM,nltill)'e>(llcr,flll.ll<WWldncvcrapff1Dlhc....,_oi'•Map:BalMI 
a(llhc(OUIIU]I, Mr,Q,J1('""°-...i1111iave~lmlofficcrlilf1locl11u•lff!IIIOII; 
"Ge>d .. ,,,.,._lllelkht,'l1willcc,nci111pVof)'OUll't'NClll>OCM.M<nlMOIUldiaalMll(ill1 .. 
ff111y wu lloll i mtmbffoflhc Min,sityofllcahh-'fcal~OawAbcl'wl•N- iowhaa 
wc11ugh1tl>tFa11fl.c..,,.10,...,dA>d"'-i~us.ialfyrett1votaoopye>l'tl>toffic:lllonxlll 
ofkcy-ltltrinnsrera In me M,nisuy of11calth. Omaruw a oopyor.,omc,ll i-1100 
Qnkttd lhcnmsfcrc,r AIO Memhari frC>III Add11Ahllhl to Ojibollli. Upon hcanri1 !he-· 
111i11nnsrtt.Mr.Oibwcnt111A1oManbanlho:follo,o111&doy.Tho,ttllcfoundhirnMlllft8 
o,1lmdtskaadboldi~11hosliadw-nlllusllllnda.A1-ubc._1..,_o(tb, 
ofMr.Qilainlho,n)Ofllhe~;-C.)'OllboliMeil,Gila1;(bey••·co,ckrtdcay 
1alhall'c,y~C0111>lr)'[i.c.l>,ibo<WJ.l-bcaritlc~.Thtn,lll'lllccna.l)'--

,.ijw,b s-,.-,i,,,,-,tA,J,R,Ab,ol,rll.., ... //Jt:t,/,1,,,_,_of•-"1-'MJ&~ W. 
.1f""'1}ft,llw,-J,/1<M,1,jfWJ-"t,r""4bwl.,..,N, ....... ~,loJ•~l•"1ft1~.11,,....., 
tit<• p,,,xw4 .. w. ··-.,,,.di,,,.,,.. ... ,,.__ Sod~ .. , ... .,.,,,.~,-. /t!,n-' 

,.,..;J,r 
8l 1ai-,-..Mr.FIOdS<Mt<r-~byllleu-....ail-ol1W1>«10llo< 

T--.c- ... ~-~b-,-..ln.._ __ • s.f..i_lo,--ct,_ 
bmidmrlio.lli<iou.,.,,ac ..... 
•1,,,, 1_,.-.,,~lllfJf,,,,,li"l(/ljjJ)..tl.,,,,,,,,_.,..,_1,1,o--..wM.,...,,_,...1,.,,. 
WH.,.-,.,..../F,..,JJ-.W,ml .. f/MwrlOOJil-,1,.Jk....,_M........-uf_,~ 
1tot~U _ _,,,.,,,,.,..,,.,,.AJ1,,,,,.,,.Ji,,i_,,..,,1,,a,,,1,,,,.,,,,f,I-..Jw,tM~,-J,,,ffe.J 
fr--"""lt,a/t/lfl"'IM-,0,,rltt,,,_."'°""•""'""""~A,,JJ,,,ri,;,,/-"""""""°d"''" 
~'""""'"""',,,_,,,,,,,,._,. .. ,,,,,__ ..... 1,,,--,,wj'!"',,_..~,,,; 

~ .. ,..::,::.:;,::,!:;!,"!;!=·~,!;.=;'....,~a 
E-:SEF:;.:Z-:.b~:;w?=.~~ 
Jnlti<J",-oJIMtt..,,_t,f,M~•M•--•"'''"diti<wo•--••"'rlwU,,,'11 

~:::.::;'/:...:;;;,;.,, '7: Zi!::';'-'°"".:;::.::::.:,'::::~::!;t:, 
_..,u...-w..,,,,.,,-.,b.' 

nu: Si'fAlll!AI. ~<n <lF S.i•~f{I RmM f:JJJJ 

,11MMl.Gtlocomn.med,"1lu~~yOl~thal)'OU..,,1.wv .. .no.
d,emUJc,/.,y8im•[llll()Eduopo..Ya11...,lho""""'holllvoudy,i...--111rlMftt1• 

Haturlty of community and Administration 

As they completed ten years together In Ethlopill, Sabn ,nd R.als5"'s 
descriptlonofthestatusoftheFalthandltsAdmlnlstrationlnEthloplagoes 
as follows. 

-n..- lltahl"f Spinnaoi) ASKfflblr lof Addis A.bbl~ very SlfOn&. The fB&hi.'11 
Admllllilnl~ WIii .,,]1-oqia,ilztd IO~• drPft 1h11 • ipCC1l.l "f>ie>rleer Comm11lec'.,.. 
f,:rnicd .,or<icf 10 facil,i:.1e then onu, ~ tmd lo 1bc1rreule1ne,11 ... we UICd 1o hi'""•,_., 
lbat we rffllcxl, on the ~I noor of1he same biuld1n1 W~ Mr. Gib'1 oflkc Wllll k,atod. 
On 1hr door oflhll nlOITI - plaml the oign B<wJ"fCtn,,.,. Tho"""" -aiuippcd ..-.ti a 
~•boobhcl('"ld.,odlf'll11yfwn1t=. Ytt,,.·cdid11111ha~t-,_yone,.hotollldnm 
1hdol'lkc<W11t\llln-Wll .Thc"'°""""•llo>joil>Cd•laic,-hll<ll'irtl~ 
1Mdtp,tCJl'lhlproptt1oflhcFIIChinEdtiopl,.. l ►<W~JwbtnMr.M11111jj1m-, 
hrVUllcdouraah6'1.Ccn1ttond ■1mded1fflCltttrllofthe,-C0mim11cccinwhid!a 
nim,bcr olc1p1blr8""''i1 ~ lb,: mMICI' lablod oo, the¥ndl _ whal_.ldbe .... 
tohclr"""P•onect1 ... $omcm1111ftc<...-anls,J hcardMr.M\IIIIJJimsay, "Y.'hallfll"Sl-,1 
lbooghllh;II I camc1<1hclp.Auoou, I omffil, I r.11 awmedormysdf; b•anm I found u 
1lic affa.no(1hc 1'111hwm: wcll•..S....111sicr-cd". 

~As1olllcoo,,di...,,,olll,cBah6"1f[ofAddtsAbal.la1lh■ i-:lodccd..alotdw::rllbet:aM 
fullyqqedin~1oll,c,Fa,lllo(Qod.l1-11111j...-.-011 ...... «mru ..... lbelll
,, ... a110flhcm••bo1011edllndW>oumff<Wlhth,thin~ieloyal1y..idNd.-r 

Senn of A11111er, th111n Aedund•ncv 

Sabrf ind Ralssa were happy to see other Bah,1 pioneers come and join 
them In sud! a vast field of 5efVlce. However, the sense of re(le{ wH to 
be ;raciually replaced by iill sense of redundllncy. When they llrst came, 
thelr cont11cts iillnd converts were those who could communicate with them 
In Arable, or the broken Amharlcthattheymanagedtopldtupoverthe 
re11rs. The new pioneers could open new doors and reach new contacts, 
boththroughthel'ieldofthelrworkal'ldabllltytocommuniclltelnEngllsh 
~ a liillnguage more widely spoken Jn Ethloplll than Arabic. We leave It to 
our two Ea;les, now with hwo more daughters, Qmnel and Melakoul, to 
0Hc;nl)e how they felt then •nd what they decided to do abOUt It. 

::1:.:i=::,~:•::::-;~ci.:~•.:t~';,~::;':r~= 
=~~;ihi-:;t~':!.~!.~~:'ii'::.::,.w!!.S:::1'=~~~ 

http://tiuf.li
http://llr.il
http://iruiii.if.tr
http://inrtrinrr.hr/rom
http://htllycngagediTiiereieeioiheKiiJihofGod.il


Mcm11n•=EAc1.L-s 

lll<11CW.-,fi.lltcldris-.-,,fu:.llll,,,.e,lbEqluh-lf'CM"'ie.t.'l1olcapocily) ... 
f-.dlour.,.uc.cemablfflt,,......,_,_.,,.1ea..,,,nporua1 ... w,:,ro.Mllhat10mua(m 
l'.!lnopil,)--Wpn,d,oc,o"",_.,M-.d"'scraliotdlhatdocFtlUlcwld~widooul 

·A11hali..,..ad>qlmned11au,-,,~lhln...-u-& .fMdJ--,.,wrt 
lillppyio-•Jionunl.i-·b.n]a,lbopodlofGod•il"''NOIWubil. •sc
lOHit ~lheGuardia --~iad)'IO~IODliboutira, ........ IO 
biJappn.ldwtfamilyfronlAdllitAi.bl"owdmovcibm:111fllllhevacancykllbyF!ft'. 
Schcccer'•iuhil,cy10......,..pcn,gnmc~,.DJiboval.-

Thus, S11brf11J'ldRalss.awlthy01J1"19daughtersC11rmel111'1dM11lakoot(barely 
11ged411nd2),lettEthloplatoarrtveojlboutJlotheshoddngwmmerl\ellt 
of 6 May 1954, this Ume separated from Husselo and Safa who had to 
remain Addis Ababa for their educatloo. 

The 8ahi'I Community of Ethiopia today 

FiltyfouryearshavenowpassedslnceourtwoEaglesw~edltilwayf'rom 
theralnytemperateEthloplaohlghlaJ'ldstothesteamlng-hotill'ldlowlands 
ofOjlboutl-5eventyllveyearsslncesabrihadlrw;:onsplcuouslysethls~ 
fw the llrst lime on the platform of Addis Ababa tralo u.tlon one eYenlng. 
As the Bahi1 Commuolty of Ethiopia Is poised r« the festive ~llol'IS 
of lts Diamond lubllee In lanu,ry 2009, those splrftual see-tis and s.aplings 
thatSabri,ndRillssahildsopa,tlentlyandtenadously,yettenderlyal'ld 
lovlnt;ily, sown and raised In the fertile solt of heilrtl have produced 1111 
abundant(nlp,both(nEthioplaandthec:ountr,/tl\atwa,oncepartof 
It; Erltrea.Tod1y,bothElhlopli1aodErttreahaveNatlo11i1tBah61Splrttuat 
Assemblies of their own. In Its OllfflOnd lubllee publ!uiUon, Introduction ltl 
tM Bah61 ,.,,th In Eth/opll, the ~tlon,1 Splrltllill Assembly of the sah,~IS 
ofEthlopiil lakes stock or, myriad of staggering ll!ilP5 lll\d bounds of 
progressKhlevedslncelheBahi1Falthcametothe country. ToglYetne 
reilde.. • g"mpse of the transformation ol the fortvnes ol the Bahi1 Faith 
lnEthloplllal\ltl'lheoepilrtllreofthetwoEat;ilesl'fhobroughtll,lhewrlter 
selectsthefol'°""'°9. 

•-- a/M1'a1dt.-W1111,_.,l~/..,,,..,ti,tt,1.--,t,-IN/Wl0~. 
-~,,..,._,-, 71,--- MO~N'•oo""-"",Ullnwalld""' 
~Mtlw,n,:,lu10DjlMfi-AIO~T ...... ,oZ-.W.,,At,.,.,..,u..., .... a1lflftf' 
afbhiopl,a-.lFJimotoj,,M,l~~f,oMl'.llllopu,.,z-bia,N°"'ibul_,U,,.,,. 
,._,.,,sipipt.,,,ICMtrlbw"""t,~flaM'C<"1..,_fluJwl'(...,,/J....,w11t,,/II,, 
EslwuJn °""'"'~ If,,,,., w/wi '-':,11«-1Arfo.11~•«1"•l«Wltd {iJNl"""'tptd• 
ilt •1.i l:Ofoltlf"/CN/twa /liua,,/ 1,«,,,.,, 11{/rb 1'ul11', -f,r.11 INNdurtd ltJ ,M flt,/td'( f·~,m i,, 
""''"R"I ,.,,,,, Erlrt,,,.,,,, /lul,d'/,..,,.,,J M,, Gi,-&,W .. 

"" 

Tla:~Co,.guunO,,£iufUlu1ss.,,Eu.fs 

•Jlltrl971,~.,,IA,/~URc,oi-;,,E,,.,,,,..o,wlofrlwd>-ll......-;,o,\,d,..,J,J,,.Jy 
,t<lf'l/•,*llaM"f,-,.«.s/qllMt-,,_,Jl_.....,,,,dw~NMttlblywrrl 
..,~.1.,m~-,..10/X]l}11aNn,--•/c,Nlinc,afwwll1tl0""'4 
1,c.1.......Woa,n..n-Aoaw~-.,..,,i---1,._;,..,..-.-,ni,odwBlflld'/ 
_,_,.._...,,,...,,W~~af-,,_,••~afBlllld'I-. 
........ ~-'"'*""""""'"'*-.s-1r,..,.,....,,_ 
-fll;&N"f~o/~WNCll"""'11Mdilldw,,,_..af-.al...t--· 
kWk,,,.-,,•iltaii.....,,"""4wd_70-,fll(l ... -.ri"I h,Apri//!19J,IM&IM'/ 

""" ,,_,,.,,.,,,l,,,u,d,td1UT1,tuY...,,PJa,,(J!l9J,/'96JONI/Jtt:&M'("""""""1yofE1,.,,,,... 
,...,,.,m .. it, 1/r/spl,M. O,,,of1M ~ 11bj,,<1r,uof1hl.ipJa,, ....,oj,M /lrfplt1Nn1W<"'4 
,{.«la-ttOMmicdr.v:iopnt,,tw, 1iJW1,1 inl011M:JOrm1M,piri1,.,.1di·-,..;,,,,ofmi111, n., 
rltall•"l'•llllllonk-,,_,uaf1Mu tJwt ytanp,u•ldtdllw 1,..,,.. ""1J n,,,J7ib,.1,J"' W 
,.,..i,1w-,.,P{1a ~ iA<lilllN ill bhlt>(M bt /1/916.,ltkl, .....- /alrr -.I/It,. Sahr( 

D,w,,,,__/,uh,_, ~Sab,l~,u/,..i,Meii,IW,..jon,Mttl_,.,_J/tut,111tt 
·,1t&IUN1tJdw....,,,,,_,.af"-"',,_.,p,,.,,-,.JJiw"'°riftM>I,--,,~ 
_.nJnnl,,.,,,,.,,,__,,,,dw,-,k,11/bltlapia 'Aa-dc{O.-toff_,.,,,,J_, 
,-,W"11Wt,',.,,_,Spi,.,.,.As-.Myoftl,r&/rd"Uof,:,.,..,,..,.,.,....,w«11_,, 
""'°"PirJ/w..J~(si,,,IJ,li,.U...,.lu.,...,tf-Jl-,ttl,,oalJtommof* _,. 

"' 
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1DTI-I 

Family passport photo ca 954 

Kampala Conference visitors ln Addis 1954 

10. Dj bou - I 

The trfbes of Somali.a are kind-hearted and we could never forget their lo for 
us.• 

Raissa Elias 

Th Ch II ng 

To llustrate the magnitude of the chal enges tha our two Eagles had to 
face In the course of their spiritual conquests of Djibouti [ hen French 
Somalia], only three out of the eleven cassette tapes ha they recorded 
for the Natfonal Baha'i Archives of E hiopla deal with the ten years they 
spen together ,n Ethiopia, with the remaining eight tapes dedi.cated to 
their rst five-year term rn Djibouti his should not be a surprise since 
such a re atlvely small country, both in popula ion and size, needed three 
Knights of Baha'u'llah to, be brought by the D1v·ne Call during he Baha'r 
Ten Year Plan - first, Fredrick Schicter, and then Sabri and Ra+ssa eras. 
Nevertheless, such a successfon of Knights was not enough to guarantee 
success at first attemp - because Sabri and IRaissa needed to return to 
Djibouti, twenty years afterwards, for another consolidation term that 
spanned the last decade of heir exceptionally long and toi some pioneering 
career: 

I is the op1n·on of the writer that the couple's spiri ual conquests of Djibouti 
merit a book on its own, perhaps twice the size of this boo . Here, we 
are fortunate o have a summary of Djibout11's 954-1959 years hat was 
prov'ded ·n 2007 by Ralssa, in amazing clarity and ample detail, in spite of 
being written fifty years atterwards. 

Since the two Djrbouti episodes are twenty years apart,, they will be handled 
he e in two parts., first this Ohapter, which covers the first term mostly as 
summarized by Raissa, and the second part (Chapter 12) that wiill relate 
the ten-year term ( 1977-1987) which is based on another captivat ng audio 
narration hat the two Eagles managed to record a few months before 
Sabri's pass ng in October 1995 

S o I ffend 's Appe ii 

• ~oo after Fred Schicter had unwillingly left Djibou I to resettle rn Ethiopia, 
hoghi Effendi sent a special letter to the Baha'i community of Addis Ababa 

llrgrr,g them to send a Baha'f family o settle in Djibouti. In what was 
re111iniscent of Sabd's 1933 ini ial reluctance o arrse In respo se to the 



MamrTIJvl1'.n£.«;u;i 

Shoghl Effendi's c;a!I tor • pioneer to Ethlo\:M, our two Eagles took evet1 

more time to respond. 

~blttM!lnlffaldoeO-.-»~lllbl,·t~al,..,.Ahlba»oend•~ 
r-1)111>~-r-.-..i-.1111~t.-O.,,f-.lhllll11:IIII ......... 
al,,,.._dio)'I . . b...-cnl-i.•--h~&.- ... .,__,Edliopia,>BIM'I 
r-1y--w,-ft,-Addae:Ablbe,lmaiyal ........ ~-.....-
~-o,~. Ndoldlo)'9_111{.....,-,body ......... 1Mall.R.-....ilkd; 
_......,. ...iiwdoedllll---dilllil__.»bc,..-itikb--,,cas 
IO..,._bO,,i.o.i,wbelha•,.........,. .... Wjolllll_,,.,..im..1,_ .... -,. 
Edliopoanlieoly~AddilAbabLTlladbn._..•.,.w..,...alttd:11111. ......... ad•• 

•-UPf'Ylllllhll-.....,_I 

~IM~oldocfllldl_,.IW...,_ofBIM"w'IIMl.-ollhe~fi~ 
ofthcf .. •1MU..-.li'-al.tuooct1M,-,1•~ .. _,.otm,,~:-' 
•wldbc,..-•--llwlff'linoClheC-olC"ood-o:adun<d••spnl 
llhlolachl•ill.Sudl_ ....... ._ .. ol•--IIIICM-....i1' 
m,,ron,,o1,--"'•'""~-.,--w•11m.«.,._· • 
•efdldllllli••-------,,.,.- ... 11-~•o-diaa-""
dmo,p;a-.-- ..... ._........,.......,.. ~- ..... --~ 
100,ibNii,aad.,.._10H11~1Wo-nlallMl _ _......ty»p. 

~ .... lllllllwcWchtlmm•ho•-...~IIIIEdaoopa-=boDis.Webl"'~ 
...,.~t,1,e,onnsfto'llwdilldrea&o.AddilAboba•al'lftsuyanalllUdyaa _ 
Mw1.Alnhlric•100,ibouli,.-lwn! lbcSdlOIIIIIHICh .. ly• frmch.0...Nlh f.,.......t..-.sJ_ 
likt c,ur dcpwtun from fl)'J)l 1o l:thiop,a i• 19'4, Tim,..'- .... 11..-.yi se,,,~ 1M r., 
prompcedb)'1fnll"81hati1w11•dw)'for11JLOKhN.~ 

flight In COntr•ry Wind• 

Even a~er heeding the call, It was quite ~nf\ll f~ sabtf and RaisSII 
wel n the community that they had to lovingly raised over the ~st 

~~; =~•:"!:n~s.=:=i~=/~1 
~ e: ~to-=~~~;'=~ we; !:~%a 
and their relMlvfl In Egypt. ll.iss.J"s Mdne5s .«,out those times 
her re<ollectlons ol them many years later: ---al TI,,o ___ .. _.......,._.., __ c....,..a.w·1,...,...Mr. ..,...,._ ___ .,,._ ......... ,__ ....... ,,,.... ___ .,.., .. 

.,,__.,s.a,,1 .... _u._ ..... 

"' 

"l'loiSN1tr111.u.~,,;n,01'S.-/C$RA/UA1:."UAI 

~M-,,oldlt Mmd:I,.Ed11,,1t11111d 1!1)111 blomed,. ...-oa&Jybtc:aux f•lll1111:do11, 
Wc.,...lllowpropmy111~c!Mppn,c-.in<11M1..,_....,.,_,,,1lnaad••ul,op 
....,..._WcllOldc,,aycluqw,drioulllatll ........ llricao,rqp'Ct.lf......,friendlin 
ES)'Pl_,...talhll1wewcreal'lft.clllh,lhclactWM"-"""'·maioOJibouu.11far 
•-~--- . ..._ • ..._ ____ ......._Whllfinlliculba>dit 
.-lddoorllbcNmikn••u-')-looC-,•bae-o(lh,peopkwallr<d......i . ....,. -~fna'ldlinA<ldlsA....__,,,.1_alpf..i-They11S<c1ioay-'You..., 
.....,....,._. .. Add,,A...._\l,,,,.dl,)'Oll~ ■pinlOmocherc-.cry'l$gy•ith .. ... ,. 
..,._,..•·tttll,oobJoc-lrom--n.hl·11·'"had111U1-<loorl>righl,our,1Syrill,lldy, 
....,_lhobl.n .. -.Sbt•ould..,.: 0 You11e1llllllllcf!H-t111youp..,.ylnv,11 
~duldtmbc:bm?Kowca)'OfJli..tr.d ...... ffl.....,....fuljobr 

,_ •• _..._,placelhoaeui..is.r.1111tio.dir'oltchDol.boitlhrtdlool~ ........ -
ko,e.bofOf\'1.-ll•1W0111111■1l..._Whm: .. ·mt•~._iola"C~lbm?Wt 
--.,l10llollll-~10looll1fterlhml loJ-lhcEc:,tp:1111KhoollCldle,o(-
- He-~•firiilll.1'111&....i ■-d1lqhly~-. ToldlllatlNlll;N1IIIOCIICr 
nOlW_...,bffc:hild,a,,llfflll-.dlO_....,.thatlaa ...... of,_'"">'•Addgw,lll 
-,.-■11iom0UL .. lhc........,.....,.poop1c.,_,obod111farn.-dl..irena...i111e
..... You-=mi.c.t.._ Wh)'did,-dolllllll?'Todlill "·ept...iaidiornytnist.nd. •11 
-••-nu-■km....s...:l.Couldi1bcthat-.yoncclwWMmisw.mandl._dw! 
onlypa.-.-i,.,.,..,ilh(711m,plbellwotherw1ylf0Wldl' 

-o Ood.' l'ervcruly I snyed IAIL nia],r Ind woodered, 'If, in my twi.,, I baveerml, ~lcue 
,.. 111110 lhcl rllJhL thin1I Ouldc mel Toll me the ri .... 1 lh!n1I Tell me whit IOdo and wlull lo 
•ldo1illllhcrllJhL1l11n1lhll...,htlirnowlMr!I01hcrpr(>Jllc?' 

"""--idle lhinp Iha< •CR •Kl LO-. -thlt lhcGo,,tmmmtofl)jibouli WOllld dot.millll 
•.,111Mn-~o(.,....,,V1L'fi11t.'lhq,.-ould--,,,'You...,Egypcians.~1R 
ro.t..dd..111-yiao,.ibouu.Y,..will,,otbeallowfllioranllllbctt!' 

.,...odla-lillqlbllll.WNIClld•-lloollil-o.m.dydilfiaaltlOlirlcl1llouKfo,Rn1. 
""-.tiolovcdi,,O,.,_roldollheo.~dilllaaltb._...~allhlt"""""Y, 
"Nti._you_..,_.doldtmwill bc ... lO ..... llrod,_!.dleyuod. 

~==:..~:.7u::i:::.:=~~~=== 
ti....,.lhtabd>u>d1Cowd11bclhal•blllllhcochon11yia<Xlf'ttlCl?'lwuuldnc■IIU.... 

~1 !::,!°"11wr, -;.-;.,.."°'.:,~:!;:=r.::u:; ~~:~•I 

ll ,_..,.,_. .... _."' ........ ..---><>ldJ'-X...·,__,. 
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'"T111u nighl. 1 prayed from the bottom of my bean that Bahl'u'lWt may pride me ,o wti. 
wugood. Finnly I lOOltlfl01lhbcfwecnmeand llim: 'Myl<l<dl ldollh,._ya...,drearusU-. 
would «Kn<~. I do fully beli,,ve in the world ofspint and lhe mysnc, msp,..cloa that ol\e,, 
comes <01i~ bc!iov,:,1;. PJeMcgu•do me uncowl>a111 riglui' 

"Wllal I dreaded •hove 111 else was my apprri,ttu.ion thal. u I .,.,u !Old by the &,ends, Iha 
Aulhoritl .. ofDjiboutiwoulddotlyutrcaidttia:.V/h1cw<iuld..,·cdothen? 

"I uw my.If In tarl\11 pnyrr. Durill8 my pnyot I qji:o,d lhe .._ q-iOC'll. not~ 
wlu1110do.111tntomC011Cc.meComeruiucstingmccofollowh,mlncwder1t1mectlll• 
EmineneetheM0111!J<1JtedOnc,che.lW!.lbcamo10hllppyandoci~.J~forwlld 
10...,llll:Bib.w,dingbythe<lcx,o-11four""'1se.Hi,~c-JObn<11ifullHcWMcW 
in1p<:11lcsl wbue1uiff, Whet\ he beckoned me I !hm>'mY1Clf11 His fffl all the "·hilc wecpi..., 
'Mylonl.'lplelded,'sa••cmell1i1truccha1l..-nmi,w:cn?' 

"l.$ffltlal10bemoanmyinncd1agririandfea,,A1tb1SHeplaco:IHUbanduponmylllout,w 
andsaid;'Rw~IOnllOlgric..,.,!YouwillpiDflffrandseulc.You.,.illobwnlhcrcs:idcoce 
pami! within one, mc,nb- tbiny da)'I 10 be exae!I' 

"JU JOOO 11111 l woke "I). I n,lakd lhc dn:am IC my husband. 'ROSI anund Sabrt!' 1 criclll. 
·i;:v"YthingwillbcOK.' 

"'M.oyGod comfon yQWheart.sinccyooh.ove new comforted mmcJ·Sabn responded~ 
1gn:a1scnseof..-lief." 

~we arrived in Ojibl>uti6~fay 1954. Thoheai wasunbcanblc.Saboilookoffthc .,._vyelolloi,. 
chat hewor,:11 lhebcginnir,;oflhejo,Jm.-y fitlfflElhiDpia.. Thed\mw:inE\hlaJ,bilvcr, cclll 
and,incompariJor>,Ojibollli'1~tb•rbyJW)Olllimewbetlwearriv«l'""'1unbclic'iablybot. 

"W~him:l1,-lnlflholeltha1wucwncdby1Som■linamedAI/H~. The!~ 
WIS vc,y high CVOQ il!fidc. We had broughc ""'elder doughier C--1. """ ..... !Mn ,.,. 
ye..-. 0r1d fow mornhs old, and M1lakou1. her ycu,,ge,- 11S1Cr whn was lhrff. Iii.,,..., cflbl 
inlet\k h,,•t, Carmel "'d Mlllakout would spr'ftd p,.- of~ on Che lloor Ind place ihdr 
hcadl..,d hodicsll8,linte them. ~.Malakou1 Aid wCarmcl, ·Carmen r ...,lhc,u11cgo., 
God,'andCNmc:lreplicd, 'Alrighl! Pr ...... ,,vemm myn:gud:l.'Bc:cauKo(thisinien..i... 
S1brf Ind 111yd&ugh1cr M~!okootck-velnped painful Kin sons. f<lffieth,na thac l<lrrnffl~ th<d 
vcrym1.1<:h. 

The SPf/Utt.W, Co/.lQuun OF SAMI(:/ lwW EI.MS 

"Slbri and I a.ied I<> wOl'l<kr who woold help,.. in I wuntry whm, our only Kq1t1inWM;c 
- lhchmel ...,,,.,.. How~ ... elhlred ou, wnrriesw,tl, him and hepromi<Cd 10 ho,!pand 
tept 1hispromi$<:. Helint ...... cd 11110 find I plac,., 10 l>vc•fter""""' !Went)' da)'I. This place 
,....1stcn,,-qllwhadnnlyooc"indowopposi1eii,flimsydo,;,r,.,.·hich1nychildoould 
P<J"0pen-.faner.Hi,wevcr,wllcn,.c-...i1ctbisplaccla1er,wc5"'up1..,,.ll5hopin 
IM~Dwin&lllo:sonrlyda}'l1111)jibouti,w,:livedonlhemnot,r.expensivecanned 
(ond....twould .. ldo,q...ivegelablesorpuU,iovicworlhr,·i:ryhighro.t.Weal9osl,p,.on 
thebarc,,.,,,..enftcoroftheroom. 

'1lwswelpCnlthefintl5d.a)'l.•~rhorolyl\veda)'lleflnftheoocmornhvisa!lww,:had 
upnnfiracntty.Wen<'Wrknew,.betberwcwcn:10c>btaln•ra1denc,opennicorwouldbeuni 
i.:1t.h ..... 11111U1n1>echatSab,f1r11ve11td,oAdcnondb,;,ugb!ustnr'lleelnthescha1w,:n,-
1Wtlblc(ortluohntclim.ll1e,suebasdloru...t1ighcshlru. 

--0.)'I Wfflt bymd,,:m lhc 11,tdlyofourru,denc,o ,., w,:•Mkcdthepmor, ,..bi)m we had 
~10holp1a1wilhthevia.....thosaid.'ll>a""done"''r<ylhingchatlca)l,Y0Umu11 
-my...,yourhrl.J'" 

'Where Is your dream, R.alssa?' 

-Where ti your dn:am1' Sabn wcndered. Rut I oould 111)1 find "'Y wonls. and becaJT'II' 
l.'atlUIDIOdinpny<'B. 

"11 ..... \0.00amtbatday"''hcsl..,o!llccrbiocked11ou,<1cx,o-an<110lduslcgclcthel)cpartmnlt 
oflmcrior. Tlleno we""'"' surprised 10 lam dw we had been granccd rcoidcnce in Djibc>,ni! 

-nxawcwo1<e..,101hcf1<:1.Chalthe~thal,.·el'CfltcdWQblll:of0r1yfumi1Un:.l!didnct 
eveallavealirl&lc fan. furthcrmcre. whal"'"" n>orM:Y chac ,.,.,,.u,edwithuswa.sbattly""°"gh 
10selllethclloo:lbillthltweaillowul WhenwediJCUSscdlrusprcblmi..lcomfoocd Sabri: 
·Do-fcdAdllnllil.dcar!Wedollave""""')'.' 

-Mnnoy, ...,,itbmoocy?'hewcndon,cl 'R""""'brr_'l,~lied. •we11wn11>nuk:inAle~andri1". 
It ill pn,pcny tbac 8111,j'u'lW> pvc us, and nnw ""'0 Ulm 1, ,..n,nul' 

"'Rulwe__,.RU ~.;IICCthc El!YPbUI Govmunen1 hu hlnncdanymnney """1ferouccf 
"-IYPl'Hermiiodi:dme. 

"1t-~12.00""""whea1.....,gcrknnl:kcdourhordmomdix>r.HeAid1h&1he 
~fn,ml:IM'twlw>w1!,hod10mN111J,Stbrithough1chactheym.wbe 

84 l1 ... doraile,,t ........ ..,f..,,...,Ra1No.-dtbofollowiof:"Wll«l-.ic11nl"""",w<llod""IY• 
-o1-,,-,w,,. • ...,.,_ ... .._ .... ,.""',_..,,n)'-'""'141N,y:-"""io.ft 
._..,..,,,.....,.,,.__,Godopcwdfor"'•lloc>t........,,•""""';.....·v,••,..,..-.., 
""11-loAleunch.l•- ......... n~ollouKoloo,r.,....111Aiuondrio-obooi1<0I 
•atcllmllocal-.~·"'"'-•-lhal ... i-ar... .... 11o!l'""""- .... .cl)'ln£<11k>~-
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Babli'lrwhobadamwd~llwai,pon.nc"""""ofllwlloltla.nd-.'Gow11h....._ 
0..IIOllbo•&a.d.lkMwlhismaa"'O)'well'Wcw..,.,..MhlhllWMgcrtolllamo:wholc""" 
l'ound..,El)J,u,,aram,lywlloalreacl)'knew .. inAddla.Thcladyoflhr'-"e..-dcomal111 
• IN door, ·1 ... ...,.•111c""od. 'YOII ,-.,...,.,mtMl'CinDjibwfsit•li-•"ft<n •Yll>IOfl 
invcltoA~11obl.y1"°""'1he"''· 

-wco...,,,.,....,Akundnlo!'\\<n,.......,,_Wc-•iodceKrihtdlc:p,q,crtyiolbna, 
...iil-uaalYwi.dl<y.-.t.1_..,ly,lho..t.d,Mr.Hat.dainnu.,IOld 
w-,1~.Mm1111ra,·11na&•-,,••·cMtti11Mafc'_Wid,h~..., 
....... 10 .. -n111llcinoualconinaofald~Mkm••-twdlerwelad1......,-.d 
l'\nibft(.,DJibouli] WclOldhua..,.wc-,'Ul111•~-fOftlbkpla«lhal-bow 
oflll)'fumi~ 'lnM1eiipD(Cl''hcuid,'l•1llfurmayowllori>csmcelhawlll\Nlt)'VII 
nccd.'Aftctiavmn&1111olllft<h.Kab1$11icuwOYWtoOUt",,,_,llld,nstalkrd!aas.pnwi,i:d 
111widl1n,f....,_,ht,k,andalllllll•"C..:,dal..1icabo~-.•\\<willck<liot'IIM 
-o(lhill\inu111n:tm.1KW-:coflh,o.....,.ir.....-lb.iwc_,,)'OII.' 

"Tllt-Jralatlllally-..,aa!A!n.,,_.111..,_M_wc-.,il,dwoupllw 
Gnc-cofC-,od.10oblal 1 ~raideal n .. ...ipitllcarplal Iha wllCUicd.Ow 
11flU'IWOfcffl111~l-do$crilitthci,app,-lhal6llalmyheaot•..cb1 
m,..:lc. 11,. v,ilon INol L •"' omr tru,, HKtly"' Iii, E.m~ the BM, \Old me ·You w,11 
1r1vcl, t<KU]e. Mid pl I pt1lllaMIII v,111.'~ 

NoTlm•Lost 

"5-of\trwanb,IMlaof:hln.swcdMK\al In l)iiboula;Anfdoiulcd-. Moharnmad,\I
Awhf ,eam<IOWl,Ul1CTwctnewllv.1hcWNK111byliM:f"rmciAdmin1SUaOOC11nlfle 
country to invetl1p1c0\lfinlrl,1ionl,1'11oNdll)',..,cre m<>lldill\nlt (from~political point 
of view) .. it wNtltt 11,ne orme 1•.mi 'Tr/,paHlkl A-,,u,lon' (by Bntaln, ffl.nU, 111d 1 ... 1) 
onl 11)111,Tht...ii,t'1yptlanM1Mlll\ffl1JoftMFrmchAllminlUt11LloninUj1~iwt11111oCh 
WlwhcnJ"""'t,«am,,JU•thllmi,ellldwcntlO..-khrlplillfflafrmchcloclor,hcn:fuMd 
tolmllllle'.Thntfoff,lhadtoll'l\'ellllllw•·•tMIAdditAbabar«lffalMmt."''blcbwu 
ror1-l),comb.lfd .. a-1111ti-m...iS.t.ioltndM1lhrlrnttds. 

-"'~ .. Mr. M~ Al•A~ WU ODIICcmc,d. be led. IOfflC (Bahi'f] boob from 
..,..,.. pw lhcm coti..Fmich. Yet.chi flO""III' ofOod umo.ioacuon, Md tllc pcr...dinf; 
lflllumccoflhcflithtooliconlroloflulhtllt TinitAl,Albahl--•bclieverwbowNfial1 
lhcdcuc111iacltlhcC- 0..,..~-,Yl)Jibou&ida)'l,Mr llabasbllbnhlmnlhn 
..,f'cM....._ftO ..... _Alc.undNPfllll(l'l)',ClllblxallMFlillt11...._-

The Inevitable 

•Afte.hepnod1hcfll\ll.Mr.al•A"'-lwu1111w._,10lhct.UC111lhalhea,u-,da.,.._
....... 11u1,.puc..i11111w""""'"°'°''lwluti"',,..,..dooWffOn•da,l:,buislhef
...... WOllld ... .,..lu,•111adpelt .. ..-1111-we~Al• ........ Mluql~ 
fur••illlcbulhe..-Wuy,'...,l~.·s....,.,........,_iw.,11111ti,.111,1-,r_.i 

TII~ $r11uro,u.~Ol",t,u1Y~.£.u.,u 

11UOUlbulcfllmll..-.ly...dlnd,Nl,lc10IJIQk.Wefcltwryud•lhlJ.lndhcdidno1 
hw'°""""111fflhe9'f0kc. Aftcr••hilc.lmmobaa-dtcd<Mad .... ~~ 
....... 

•1n19'5we'.'l"""'Cd•cal>lqJwnlhlltt11Em1,_ShoptElfffldi~10.i1spin11w 
~blica. 111tludlnt Ille Local SpinlUal Atarnbly ofl)Jibollti. In lus cal>lc Ibo Gunmr, 
......-c,:lallAstffllbijes10Qblc~101heShahoflr■aiamlflPCl]11111<>p1M~ 
a.-dnclodiolll<Pa,ilaRaM·tc~.AJalcplesoflheSpinlllfllAMfflbly 
o(DJ1booili,...,complllld.Atlhel'OIIOll'ict,dr,cq,,.,_..,......_,-.wenbcl"'fflllhc 
,_ ........ ~ ..... Baldi.ifaodland!M~of111..,.,._...111 
lnn.Allff1ha.,._...,_,.~bydioc:T-.Clcf\...is.tw1111fflt10M'II..,, 
accompanic,dby-of0,1bow'1be1ic>'as.Aftcrq_,.,.,ffll,lheoffil:ials~
i,,- .... ..,,,udyllld~~-oflllc-H.tM'/f.a,.AIIIOllllror••"""'·-,t,. 
•offlccrcainctol'ffllllllll<boob..isaid:'Y.,,.Rdia-111111111Kula1cl,tau,.O.W'l:o 
abooW!ydono1_,....ilpolOUC11amcn.'Tl,isilladmla,-.drw.hrrirllffd1'1'-' 
BaW'IF ... adlmdoorio_...,._.._.,._._bclicvffl_-. 

•A111MittdMe.thtiieadJ-10,.ia•-of .. ..._Bfca.ThtylOlduslbt,t 
lhcy.coutdno1""""'anymon:.._mq,badrt<:t1,·cd--s11v.tsomclaaat,c:d...,WTre 
(ontiderlllflllOlflictq "'· T1wy b<q<,d UI IO ftco: to Elfliop1lo,Myother-.y As ((If 

illmt,tlY111.IIW)ldecidrdto1111y1""1~ftom11111111tllt.llllll\JOllcleaml. 

··r, .. no11...,.....i•w•cu~·Ood .. ,Ul'lr-o4«(11S.ifdlirlrll11•·,,ti.' 

~Wcbldcllnn(ll'n"olllflll~dieol,lh.iw,_.11:,lhevcour,ayliall),prqllml10~ 
111yhanll,l11p .-,11,,o1•a11tof0od WclOldthanal101hatwcw~-•lnidor doalhSl!lf:C'wc 
embolctdaO,vinoM~lha111A1111ttnlortu!ldbyJlll.hol"rophottorlhoput,lflll1bat 
God will proceo:t ~• IOOIJ ru wa ren11l,w:d1teadfilu 1n 1 ~'1i1lt 1h11 bids III hi !ova hum.on~md 
I fll1lt 111,t 1111)'1 ·c.,,,,,,,, ~•/1h 1MfolliYM'f''1 f>/ <11/ "''I""""' 11 spirit of J,J,""1,Mn ~nd 

fe/""",Jd,,... We llto q\lOled IO lilml (to,11 Qur'"': 1M w,w;' Str),, 'N1Hh"'M Ml HfaU ,u bw 
""IC,v,Ot1dllm,ttdfo,ou'• 

,-1"""'--,IIN:l-.:.blwlllllcllbrowlh,c,,,IIOfte.••S11>CewcwcntvirbiallyUIIIIIO\'al 
■-U.0....iu11m11:~by1ltls,lhemallel'Pl"Kdllft:l:,O-day11t ..... .U.1111in 
lhirllf'ffl,.K1mCNman.b1011cd--11me...i~·•Y,wmlidtJ,yf>Ufollo,o·.,-o(,,,.. 
&hl)Yllldlplll!' -1111'1M&hl,'lRclllP'lfl' AJl~llomclwNlft1scaceof 

=·~-f~·.::~::=::=;..~;..~~/~~ 
a, ,....., • ...,. .. ..._ .. n 
16 5'rU·~I 

117 ·~ ....... "'- ....... _,,_..,._,,,.,_.,._ ..... ....._,....... 
---•-lllllmnlly 

(t)T ... J._,.,....,_1......,. 
(l)T-.J.~.,_,.-•-m•• 
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b..noNl~bockil~"ll'llcuclaU'Md.Yet.1-IIOlr«lifltuy,...,.atall. 

1hffl_....b)'Sl8MCfl•wwllal..,...11"ingon""'!11kntp>etoinformlbepolke."They.e 
jllSlchskhn''IIOldlhml."NolThcy""'a,ownuplThc)'coinmcnlft!. 

-..vlonls.b'f•llud•lhe-lhemotll-'OIIW ...... 'blMel!"M 

7)111 S,,,11m,w. ClwQu,:rn O~· SAW~ R,,m,, El.us 

M'lcameto1CC)'OIIW1llolll)'bl'odlffAbdu'L·Klrimlllordrr10inirockab11111o)'Oll.'Mr.HMbl 
1111d .._'I""' .,....1o11.vcl IOSaudiA...,._ ftirpilgrimtccand I....,. you IO.-d<Abdu'I• 
ICarlm't hrlp ,.1,m -,r • And, tddr$"'1 this man, he AKI: "Af lO )'<IU.Abdu'l•ICarlm, I 
Wllfll IO )'Oii lO prolffl dli1 fMlily b«woe lheyan: "'l'bl'Ochcn, Sl>ould •Y 11am, bcfall tht-tll, 
lw,Ulflllldyoutap(lnllible.' 

-O.muy~~-ldalso-1o111iaa.,_io_.,1111oundad-,,dutt 
.. 1o-ci..dbeft.He_...lheroJ1111111..,_lbcir~ ...... lmllbkntt.ln11n1, 
....,_cl>Kr1wowc1pvc .. ~1atudi•1)'1111111i.nborapl.whichwcWOllldb"1'for 
Mabmud1og,velhml1othcllftldy,foril,...IOflmuchfor1111<>-•i.laighln.M 

MlracJ• In MKCII 

'"Vpoafffinllf'l"--ol..,__'°""'_,d.,dJcls,M......-...IDld1111hathcwouldbc 
1nven,,. 1oSaidi~forpilanmaaeb)lpa.,.iar,,olilyl'timt.llOldtumtbabcwill 
In~ by sh"' IDSl-1. lie rcpliod 'No. the l!Ckn ii here in my pocbt!' 

"Oalllel"olk,,.1D1da)llw....,..10ourllo!MMdopnke10-~'liowclWynu~ 
diMl•·111o1n~dby.io.,?Tbday,l•"11~10llb1ptl1allM:Kqols..diArabia 
t,.,.,,thcS-olDJiboooti.TheJtllil"'111-.Fordw-lhld10chlonpmytrlclfmm 
&ulO-.'Thmhe~"''°OIIIIW(IOlhcporl)IObMlh.imf--ll,.,thalpeopiewowd 
know how clole .... WC-«. w, ... ~. llim 1 ·-ye, fer p,-o,«11,,,,r' t,y ~- .. ·1w, and IOld 
bm, ·~ wane yo,,'°""" r.....,mdy1<>Gocldurintrour~ilit 10theS11rin,eofH11 M-,n 
M"""""-l,,olhalllcffl,pl.......,you1min,dcor111ptbal=abl0,.:,o,lhctr11thnl"IM 
NfWFaitho(Ood.' 

"'Whtn he n:tumcd from M«t:l. iltnol montlll lller, Maluniid alll!C lo III almott imrncdillcly 
after he 1nivnt home, and rcla1cd 10 "I lhc (ollowing unwiual incidcn~ 

'l>linn&UII! pilan ...... riu .. l,. J lnol lhc wa.Jlcl 111 ,.·hich I bpi the ... ya lhlt)".JII 
p~clO me .. "'fll Mall my->", lc!Wnot fttladabour "-ac!Mmoney bul, 
rKher,abDUl~IMpn)'llf'lwhicbbocaa,cmybfeuina_/ll'wdtollndillJlllwbat 
l(oundillSlcadwa,,,,,.,..;,,.,.i.,1• 

~1i.,lold"' ,n cxciLcrnml Illa~ insteld o(llndin1 bis wallet. bc found •""I w,th the Gn•aust 
N- ......... OII ii. Sabrf-kocldw W. WIISID liDUAIII thin&[IO fl.tin M~}.ad 
"""-P,ii1,....•R111•-.dlll_...,ffi¥1...._.B\11Mallrralocl~1e1•1be~day 
"'lll,lloe,..._1, .... t#ponlJDldaocl,mdftd,w,ll,lhe~N-....,.....,_illHcCYCD 
.... llllllnlil-uactiylhe11211t#laifrint;fiac,:r. 

~~Alcl'lamabcbevcr!l-.ldharJlyolocplNl111pM.11/....,~w,y 

;:::::: ::.=.:; ::• pnliuc-. nik !he lbbi'i Flidi t'moock il9 t'ollc,wcn 
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''Soon 1ft,c,wardsSabri wrote I ktlerlO his dear brother Mr. Subhl Eliu~ iold him lhe"'°7 

~.:.,~~~~ 0,W:'v~:i=v~~~~1:ww:;~~~:t;~~ 
sadbccausehe1¥UC~~l1cdfrom11i,jobuanmginecrthen!b«l ...... heWUIBahi L~ 

!~"':nlO:;.h~~=.N::e ":'~ = :bh~~:: t~~l~ !"'.:: 
o.,,· 

'"Tbem1..clchen!ilhow1G,w,u11N-""lcouldbel!>'lbylhi1'"°""'ias.udiAnbil'1 
Musbm Holy ptac,csd"""'lhl: pilJnfflltc' lltUOII, whffl INlllouo(proplc n1ill.~1Dd 
oi,JyMabm(ldwooldl\lldi1-!he,·ay~whomwettquet,lcd1<1r:nYfor1mnck. 

Last Olrectlv• from Shoghl Effendi to tha Eaglu 

•Aflerlbo,,t two~ b11111i in O,iboull, weremvcd• visit from Mr.Ad.r. V~ 1,le !Old 

111 tlw 1111 En,lnmoe the Guardian ¥1'<111ld be plc:a...i ifwcooold eubillh (D;~••.1i1'91J 

=:~~~~~lhlt~d;::i_:.~:eA~S~ ;~r~i::!'. 
MukhW&,IJl)'hlo~[$ah'IElialJ,andl.Thi1Yil11¥1"Uinfebruar)'l956,w11hbarcly,..., 

montblbd"..,...,lhedtliredd..c=J 

"'Slhri 111d l were -,anjjins II lbl,1 time for my niece M(u Fawriyyt. [SubhfJ" 10 join Ill 
fromcaim.Newsthencamelhatshewudu.etocometoDJibouti,ydlhepro<r5Sbetamt• 
procr-Ku:dlhltwo1lmot1IOS1hope. 

"On lhc olhcr hand, lhc teach1n1 work aune to I llandstill: even our business wu boywll~ 

:Ci:,~r P~::cd=~tc!~om~,::~•u:!:r~;;:;:'~= t~ s;::: 

As5Cfflhly tlw Ridv6n. u lhc: &loved Guard,an wu1cd. 

'MJI Calalllity UI Jly Provid•nN' 

::1:-~=vc~=~l=t=ly~t=~:::~~m:'A=:;n!~~ 
mi.24-bourtnlinjoumcy•llmylhou&httWffl!Co:fllf'CdOllh<r,,,-lrouldicachlW<>-lsto 

;;-:;::::::--ic-,.uithWiDISldrul.o.,;,-..roA,..udS.......,...,,.T..,v-
~-,_,.i.1..i.......i111c-,.w.....S.-. 

90 n..oi,net-...-Lowao...-lOKaylcMt.YNCli•-.•kclc,I-UIOr1t11NSA1>f. 

~~~n:.:i::=i:...~-!".:i:!::!!"~.:::'.:i'~-~~-
~,_19')-Lg-Bllcn,...,1-.lk.,.....t•nyllboo ...... 

91 i-Mrs.r...- .. ,.,..~J~.,._,.,.--,.,...--o1,...,_...,.,l'-s)l"

'" 

Th1; SPIIIJ'TT.l.f/. C-0NQU£S1"f Oi· &IUl.l& ll/1= El.LU 

(ht'A.ucmblymaybc formed w,lhin two months.On thctnJn I looked~! 1hosciwscngn11 who 
,..ere wilh me in the Kme curia1c who were of '""OWi nationalities and f'IICeS. yet IJIOl!ly 
)ll<'«inArabic. Thr1rC(NW..sationdellt withpolitlcll maucnorthe i$$<1CSoflho time,, I l,,h 
~ to ~ak out and draw lhe aHfntU)I\ of these p,,oplc to the Mrssagc of Bahl.'u"IW.. I 
fo,,mdmy,clfspooW1CU11;11lylddrnlto1tbo>mloudly; 'Mybrotheral Have you heardobolollhc 
- MN11111c1hlt hal beffl brw&ht byGoci"s Mcafflp,r for tod,y, BahiVIWt- lhe M~ 
ct,.il'lllsforlhellllityofmanl<lnd.miffl"lallovcandpcacc,andthali:onsido:ntbcEulb11 
- country and mankind ill eitiun(I" AU !he pasknpn pzcd II me""'""'. anp,""" of 
d,tmlpllkrt.c•.u.allnally-oflhcm~·Whai.111he11M1CoflhcM~'Ancl 
1ropnud. "Bahi'u'lWtl" \ 

-1amof1hcop,nKN1that.lfpa:,p•don01heedW1-,thl:ywouldda,m,clhMOod 
llolmllhembylhe1tm1ocboxnh. 0 -11oc......,.,n11'0tp<11151!oflhis1n111.whowuof0retlt 
u1oooal11y. I r.-11 LhM (lod hid _,.erfll my pn)'ffl D01Wllluw>din& my •--eaklas and i..:• 
o/npte1•y.Thtrefontldcekkdilllfflfd~yto111k•othcpaMm&trlboutlbcWffiH!lloflhc 
f111h.Thtrewu1.--rwx11ohim.110lr.1tbyhiltldeancllllrlcdtotllLlleW0111duk 
~andl.,........:dthom.l1Qldmy,elfthiitwcn,c,edaD<Wmcmbcrforour....,.Bahi'I 
Communi1yo(D:,1bouti. bul thu m1111 ;, oa hi1 ,ny111 E1Mnpia. "l>o yu,o live inAddi1Ababa7' 
WII my ut.dCM qUNtlon. 'No! 1 u5oCI 10 live Ihm,.. BIii oow I am tnivcllifla IOAddis 10 brinl 
,-ybclonainp.sillulhl~efound1jobin0jibo,11i.'lltrq,l!Cd. 

lbramccxtremclyhlppy111hcpluof0od!hlthaduntlhi1manmy•-.ytohcartheDiVIDC 
Call. At lhccndofmy 11!k,hesaid tome in hi1Grttkdialect "I amBaha"i!"Thus. wcputcd 
on1promisctba1heandhi11iS1trwoutdvili1wi1nl)jibou1iandthallwouldgivchim1Balu"i 
bookintbeGrttkl,\J\gllll(!I: 

'1.Jpon my arriV11I Addi1 Abf,t,,.. I found Saf1 in llospilll suffering from I paralyad ann Al 
IOOn11Saf1Awme.lw,rcxhcdouttomewilhhll injurciumandsboutcd, 'Mama!' Tolhio, 
tbedoci.,,.·, observation w .. uw Safa'lpNMn.wnaticum paralysi1wuindocdP'yd,ological 
lllhcrtha,t physical. I f<11.11\d It pos,ible to brillJI Slf■ back with me to Djibouti, where ltc fully 
IYloovcrcdand!at111rcjoincdHw.a.einlnAddistooontin11Cwi1hhit1tudie,. 

"' 
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Bah,'I• of Djibouti and Ethiopia mffl 

~'-'nlybw;ftllwror-..011of1Mfir91Loca1Spinl..al..._...,.1ofDjibouli.we~....s 
•--lhlt•&W·t-ldloolw11111dbalotldiio,._!hca,,...ofElhiopoa.w, 
.t.ch _ __,.,.._i1y........i. n_,.,......,.,o,1'1m1Jw_......rar.~ 
.....,,:,oacem,cd.ltadm.-faadil""bc•miloppo,11,mil)l""--.l-ofdoe-DJibooc, 
bdoev.-,..,.,.,, ...... IO_llwlflWl6'1broNn...i-•--u,.y...,,.,, 
bc-""5--'•-·n...ND)itJoutl~waot.Ali~O.. 
Dlrial.~ .. ,_._11w.,.;...abccwfladiMUooy..-dr...llmlopcna,oo
..--ney---••111ihouliwilll .......... _....-
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..,... __ bf_..,_,,,.,...,,.,.---i..,,......a1Ap:i11956). w._,,,...w 
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~raw:t1)')'111111o)'edwilll•IIIDjillololiforrnDNtt..•r-witholilbcul&oblctofind1joblf 
1tffdlu,Tlwtriln,...., ........... 1n1.-.ll."'1(108m1ohs-aliaon~ofempt,oy,mo!}. 
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~:::.~•1tcttp1...t.-n-,...i.---.lboullhca...·1r•o.,,- ... 

"Such .. -u o~,rn•,-n11N11,.hnlld wond<f\'tl, ·Who ,.,.bdu'l·Ba!LA?' 

"lllil_.,...mc,opponunhyf'orwhiohlhadbeenwalltllf,L0$p<:ak.P11hisyoulh.,..lhahrth 
W11>1&h1m1hcjlUnph1et.Myrn)'flSw""'lllut111$Wer,,d!A~flkin.loiari..,....-lhe 
roon,andatlc,-...,wcn=..,nlcd,Aliondhlofncr>dN<i<,..aoo,ln1&J,l 

M••-lhnoll900pmwhmlmumod1Dlllkw1LhW.m111,Mr.BN,;1iMa<E1-l.-eoilllm ■ 
i.tabo.Abdlo'l-&.hlWhomlle ■doml10ou:h.liaw-.... -- ....... or .. ,pamlal 
IWl11yofU,,.M- •·or111io,_ ■no1i..llnnplaia,"'liollinl111e-or11wrllllh 
=~=-~:.:.m."°11'1Clllylllif'l1hll""plho~<,pemdluc)'fllDd,a....,...t 
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Moms'/U1!,"lf.i1r.A('.lft 

teckefn.ameci/l.bdu'1•R-'1min."'ho-abouttoda:larelnSfa1lh. 

MSabri and I fdtchat"e "'CR fa,lin&iftourduly and=:.:::..~~g~;~Z,~"';,!:_ 
~:!~i:si:::t~~:;;~•~~: ~lro""~.,,, ihu ;111p11r,dm,r. Whydo.11 tho~ •~•

1 

,1t~lf1Mrrjrom1-., 

"Soon..,·erumrdourf-=toll>tpowel'Of(icll.,.J,ichis:::;,:::::~~;!~~ 

:;r;=;.~~:~"';~R=: =:!become• Bahi'I befQ<C llll: m«ring 

---

1 /If. ~P/Rnll.1L l.:aNQUt'.S111 0~• S.111111 & R.11<L1 £t.l.f$ 

The Power of Prayer 

Sabri and Ra Issa relied very much on the power of praye~ throughout their 
llfe,especlatlywhenofferedforthesakeofsuccesslnbringlngmoresouls 
In touch with God's Message for this Age. 

MAmon&tbose"llorn"-e1aught1hcfa1thwuakind•he•rtcdfnmd,.·hobelon~d1olbe 
D.>nkah Tribe. lie used to visit u, regularly on w«~ basi• for almosl ayes.Al ach viut..., 
ined to iach h1111 lb< F.;tb t-,1 M """'Id POI Imm bca,QC Iii> nund ,.._, focused oa politics. 
He woold also spoak ofnothillJI bot politkli. Thli IMOyed u.t u "'C avoided political malleff 
111 UIS!nK:IN by the Teachings. Ye! lhil ffilll..., a pm adnurwofs.bri. One day Sabr( 

rc,qui,skd,'Ra1ssa,pn.ylha11hi1maJ1mayl)'m'i,·e"'h•tlheSahi'if1ilhisallaboutand 
,-·ouldforgctpolitics!' 

Mt rrrtM'mbered Sabrf's rrqucst .,;her, thiunan rctumcd to our house: I pra)'ed so fof\-emlyttu11 I 
l!lmilly broke into rears. Then I "'mt Mni&ht 10 him and said !llemly, 'You $hould mhcrli!llm 
iowhl1Ba!Y'u'llihsaysl"Thmloontuluedtoicl1himtha1&h6'u'IW!said,oand,o.~. 
Suddnlly Ille man came to hi1 SCflse!I ind ,iamd IO l'IY i11tn1ion 10 wha1 I Wl5 uying. 'How 
i1ittha1llla,·cbttnv1111111&youforalmost1y,:ar,aodyounn-erlOldbcahoutBahli'11"llih.' 
be pro1e111M. 11.-,u,g ll'Vml1Ullly ,;omprl'hendtd wtun "'"C were wmng him. and ,llci scriou, 
,nvc,;(iption. th1i man embraced the Faith -thank, 10 (be powior ofp,ayer!M 

Pef'5etutions Unlimltedl 

Persecutlooscontlnued tobe meted out to the new believers at the hands 
ofstrangersandrelatlvesalfke,aodthefollowlngsadstorylsoneofseveral 
examples. 

"The fa1her of Ali Sbcl<.ha,h dqlnved thi1 son from inhcri1an1:c. lie e>'tn took propcny 11111 
belonlt(l10Alioathcptt1exttti.lbcbecanw:11111lfidr:olbyemtncingthcfailh,Thisf__, 
"ouldoftfflromeioourhomctoknock11thccloorV10lcmly.1houiinsa1tbe10poflus,·o,«, 
ond insutlinJ! us 'You inf\~1,;! Yoo have l;u;tn my son away from me.' Thinkiog th11 his'°" 
..-.Sludinginourbousc.bewouldalsocry, 'Gdout.Ah!' 

"We v.ould plead with him to keep calm and Hllltt him that ,..e hid nc1thcr1tt11 his""' for 
1 lo,ig nmr:.11orkiww bis u·hen:ahouls, Aflen,.-.ds. ,t became dtarchat/1.h Id\ tbe Faith in 
"ltW of the fim:e per,cculion !hit be wffercd ai the hands ofln~ vwn father. He eventually left 
Djihou1iandwcn1toonothercOU11ttyl!ldb«-in,'Ol•l'dinpolmc1.U1vin1~ivedthis 
lltw1aboulhisl0ft,tbcfalhcrcamctousandcncdinrrmone.andadm1nfdl.balbecau,cof 
bit m,su.,auncm Ali ,..ilS forud 10 lca,·c his coo,1try and •bandon his won:,M 

-' few shining examples of steadfastness, however; stood out as far as 
tf1i! Bah.!t'I community of Djibouti was concerned. Sabri and Rilissa always 
iing1ec1-out Mr. Omar DUranl for his splritual strength and fortitude lnthe face 
°'severe persecutions that continued relentlessly over several decades. 

'" 
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"M1. Omar Dunln/ 1uffcre<f• loll in !Um. buf ""1la1neJ 1 <!cadras! t,.,lraY:rl/!ro<lglroul h,s lift, 
in spite oflhc tribul:iuo,,~ ~w bcnmc his lot...,. 

Djibouti's First Episode comes to an End 

When the Eaglesfirstsetfooton Ethiopian soil in l944, the!rson Hussein 
was a chlkl of three and Safa was a suckling infant. They had two more 
children, their daughters carrnel and Malakout, before they pioneered again 

~~~j~~~~o~~nw~~a:1~a:ri:lo~~~trtaui~e~i~::~:r~~~:~rs:~e1~~;
1
~ 

difflculttaskofchooslngbetweentwooptlons:totendtotheneedsofthelr 
spiritual children or those ofthelrown children.'"" Raissa e~plalns here the 
welghtyf<Ktorsofthe/atter. 

"As we m~ntionOt.l earliC'f, we left HUS$in aJ>d Safa behind in Ethiopia "'hen we ITTO'lc,d to 
Djibouti in 1954. Thcycndw-cdagrca1dc1l.bull>i~inePro,•idrn«sliicldtdthcn>fronioU 
da,,gc~ !hat came their v,ay"'· Ofpilrtlcula,' note is that whtn they,.~ adolcs«nis-lhey me1 

99 0.'ffmaOy)'OUo,Onwald\ln>i•,po,,io/""""""'gf~w,c,,ll<l,,xanie•8,l,,l'/,"""1• 
his..,ife·sdi>«tingb"" in«>mplWI<< ~·,\hathcolop:oljodsma,< [fa1,...]ohMu,limclcri<1tt.1, 
'""< Onw bec>m< • dillbol;,,,;,r, <hotarlllQt remalll UI I>< hi, wife, llu""e"l"cr, Onw ttnU<UlCd r.;u.. 
Mlr.umm,nodl(JbiooblipllllO,l(J"vdshi,.childtr;iondhi,di,w=.andl(Jf,ksrca1ca:clO • 
.,_.,.ollhhcbiW,.,,.a,lh,besl><tluoloondunivemti<>inEl)'p!andF1211<e.ln_,1ra><,ohi<l'IIOlhcr"1 
b<ha,·iour.Omor•••l~-.Sabh,con«'llkd•••·~U'l)ur>t<>C<>m<.101homuria11""1• 
<""""<:>fbi<,01R,..-...ck"'C.1lm1...._ Th<writer~efllli,.fac:1,.bmhc:....,111;.R.-,Jet<Chrio
tWI Dl•bwoflboUuranls1n !990int,iairol,i.K.,.ya. 

100 Tb,:11aW,•(Foi111Kco«bapan11noun1impa,w,«10lll,,Ulttta1of-·,r..m,cy1na,im1laroin> 

::;::.::i~:::..~1<,,,-io1di""""cs..u.,,.·rinm""6July IVJ8,°"hc:llaifofSbogt,i EffrndilO• 

"M~ruwpfans:Ul<Guan!ianlhl!y•J>P<O''dill<k<d<:>fyourvi<wl!oa<oo_,(<f,,,,.,.url!""' 
amlvitaltht~in:Dlcnl1oflh<t<ochin1wurkmoyt,c,Y""<bouldUlld<,-""d"'u~n<gl<d 
lllc:oJ,.,:,u""'efyo11•oloildttn.lll01<-.rdolhcmJ""'ha,·oonaliliga1;o.Olli..,~dw<'°"'ord> 
1hc:°"1><.An~plano,.,...,gcm<1Uyoun,ayarri,<ll"'hich,_,,,.,l<l,ombine)'tl"fl"'Ofolddll1in 
..,,.-.,J,yaurfllllilrar>Jlh,C...O,.and,.-ou!Jpm,>ilyoulO"'""""'°"'i""workinlllc:fi<ldof 
pion«,10ac:hio&.ar><l•bo10l&keeo<><!canoofyourchildrcntoo,.,,IIOl)t0p>t~""lbeirf<J\Ottili 
11i,c..,_""""l<ltnm"·ithlhow~i.,.bi:an,od0Pf""'"ll,lofthoGuardion." /TMC-,,U,, 
110,,,f(."(>lttplt,,..,,,,.,l\,1 ...... 1.p.40/} 

101 ;:::iEf~;=;;?~:~:~~:1=I~~;G~~ 
fmmaU...hi"l"'"co~oomofri<ndoU><r<l'oundd>Ol~,..,.....,!a<t.fotd><)'ll\lngbuyotoretumlO ..... 

E;?J~~!~~:~~•:;.:;~;;;~;JE;~;1~12=: 
oq,aml<dlh<Sci-1fmmtho .... ,~m..i.M1hlllc""°"<t,·cluclcloll&8'>"<,lhc:y•mehoni!kd.ofl'I 
,omc<di~,1<1fu,,d.,._,.,.1pairsofrnl<)"CSBlarlnj;ot\hc:m!iornlhodo,i:.bu>l,.l.lw1"11thtd>!" 
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..-,UillllJ rimun.<tan<<'S. JJy J960. H1wd11 and Safa onmpkted their ..«C<>da,y cducaticn in 
Ethinp,LNowlheyncededtogoforfurthC'fSl><diesinl:g)'jlt." 

Anally, Sabrl and Ralssa returne<:1 once more to their base In Alexandria. 
For almost two decades, they will now be tending to the s<1cred duty of 
raising and educatlngthelrchlldren. It was not solely, though, a period of 
materialcaresandconcems,asthenextchapterlllustrates. 

The 8ah6'1 community of Djibouti by the End of the First Episode 

TheBah.i'icommunltythatSabrfandRaissahadleftbehlnd!nOjlboutlby 
1959wasunlikethatwhich they had left In Ethloplaflveyeal"'Sbefore. 

The tests that were soon to be-come the Jot of every new belle"er Jn 
Djibouti had no parallel In Ethiopia. They were so fierce and, wlth very 
few exceptions, mostofthenewbelleverscouldnotstandthe vehement 
family and clan opposition that was fuelled by sentlmentsoflnto!erance 
and anchored In age-long tradition of clan uniformity and adherence. 
Furthennore, there was anotherunfavourab!e factor In the 1950's-1960's 
cauldron of OJJbouti and, indeed, many other nascent African nations; that 
ls,thelureofengagementlnpolitics! 

As of the late 19SO's, most of the African countries that were still under 
colonialrulewereleglt!matelyseekingindependence. In mariycases,thls 
took the form of protracted armed struggle that cost the Continent dearly In 
termsofllvesandproperty,anddeprivedm!lllonsofltslnhabltantsofsoclal 
peaceandadvancementformanyyears. Coinciding with the highest point 
1n the 'cold war' between the world's superpQwers and their Ideologies, 
Afncanlndependencemovementl;werelnevltablycaughtuplnthlspolitlcal 
polarliatlon process. Worse still was the fact that opp0,tunltles for 
education and emp1oymentwerecontlngenton oneoranotheraffiliat!on 
and, with no other available altemat!ves, the desperate youth of those 
tlmesneededtoidentlfythemselveswlththeseaffillatlonsiftheywereto 
haveaviablefuture.• 02 

In comparison, Ethiopia was an exception: an Island of stability and a 

country of clear national Identity 1n the midst of other Afrl~an countries' 
Painful Independence birth-bangs. Ethiopian urban youth were keen to 

v,·ba,hycnuwcre.C<)mrn<lnpbc<inlhcwbwboofAdd>IAbol».lt\11$<111-dooflnll(J"""IC""' 
dang<fond,opo<1~.ranotklp..,...iw.,-.,li,thc:"'h<:,Qjtw.,,ldU,g.lca,-inghlilc»o,;pcnenced 
lnd.-cprrpb<d~Safa1otnli!l,o!o1ndma<1110uf.,...,hom>r.un1;1h<llh.-each<d .. r,1yt 

102 ~hi<highocho,,!~inElll-J>l/l9S$.l%1).lh<wn1«..,.. 1 oi....m...Df"'""ySomali 
l!<>ilcms.,,d.l,,!b.o""'8HJcfw"'1<;,,Mr;,,IJ,,i;ronbiv><fc4ucal-.lMy~!.fo ll<X<k<llll,:r,.p,eitJ 
<h<·cu11 .... 1·..:1ivn, .. oro<mu1 fattill"mi"'"""-ll>m<li""'•"""'uog<llher«h<.ol-.includinj 
:;;;""•"'ll""·•101h<ir1•••l""'tJ'••-1lui1\hc:ybod"·ookb<arlcdlyC$p<l<Joallllioid<l>Joay 
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share In the modemlu1tlon proceu thlllt WH raumed as soon as the 19)5-
1941 war ended, end their keenrieu wu reedlly eppr9deted and rewarded 
without the need to loo!( elsewhere for education and employment. With 
their concerns ove-r cereer1 end soda! roles thus met, and being raised 
unde,- ,19e-long ~dttlons of religious tolenlnce and openness, thet"e was 
no bbrrief" between them end the new Faith of God. This Is why droves of 
pro(e5$1onal youth iOJned the Bat,j1 Faith, both when Sabrl and Ralssa 
were ltln there and aflerwat'ds at the tt.nds of~ 8ah61 ptoneers. 

In contrast, Djibouti WH In the midst ol Afrlat's pre-Independence sodo
polltlcal ~ and '9tltlons when Sabri end Raissa arrlll'ed. Under 
lmmen5e prenure end p,en.uaslori to•~ in polltlcs or profess a given 
foreign kleotogy, oot to mention ~e famlly and clan opposition, the new 
Beh61slnDJlboutlwen!Mllffelylested;endthec.esualtleswe,-edeplorablel 
Meny were the sools that aime into the Faith but many could not stand the 
te:stli, ,u Toe ume wH true of thoM: who were already engaged In politics 
and came to realise that, to become Bani1s ol good ltanding, they had 
to ;ibandon their potltlc.el c.ereers. The most Ol.lt$tanding aise of the time 
was that Mr. Mahmud Harb! chose, instead, to continue with his political 
career. Initially his lUccess was great, es he became Djibouti's Minister of 
the Port end Deputy Prime Minister In 19S6. But, l'e1iJrettabty, this material 
achievement proved quite ep~I ln a span of Ol'lly two years .... 

Eveluatlng their first five ye;irs in Djibouti, Sabrl made the followlng 
enalys1,. 

10) r-.,.•-f•ota..iw.._,..~---111•""•eru.C""'flU"lh<"°"""' ... 
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_,, ___ ........... __ ,,,__--.i_ ...... .,,.,"' ............ 
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/lfrnH1'fl•M'l-;1J£K',IJJ 

1n11parllwlth8ahaichlldr!nta, 1985 

1Sabrl&Ra15satoward~!ndofDJI· 
boutl~.1986 

n1rSn!U11.!-'I Cw,Q,.,,=o,:S,11111.t& /uJn,,£a1s 

11. Reluctant Return to Base 

"E""'!,t lime we proparf!d lo leaue, o persecution or Mrassm"nt of some, son 
would Wfa/1 !he Bohd'l's- of 8gypl and d1'/11y l/.S, • 

Sabrlf;aas 

5enH of Trantltlon 

5abriandRalssaneverconslderedthelrretumtoEgyptln late 1959as 
permanent but, rather; a break to take care of their ch!ldren·s educ;atlan 
and future. They always set their eyes on another ploneerlng career In 
another country. Serving the cause was the dominating passion of their 
life. During those years of transition Sabri would remind his chlldren: 

"YourlDlllhcrmdlwcstlkdM(OW·f<Jmmdsioobtha1~vcaoly~li:g:s,lhUJmll,,inJ>l 
cr,,>IN!iflicu~ for"" wmax. W~ d,d l'l(llro,ne m Egypt inmlormscnk do"ll. We mchmc to 
~)'OW'•lf&>n<mdour.iOC11hal."~INlyW1blc1<JplODC:ffMCClll<ltt." 

As early as the flr,;t few months of their rerum to Egypt, certain 
correspondencetookplacebetweenSabriandtheBahA'ladmlnlstrat!onof 
the time, In which 5abri and Ralssa were urged to piorieer again. However, 
thetaskoftendlngtotheirchlldrenwasstl!laprimeconcem. 

QuitereluctanUy,theEagleSremalned!n Egypt,yettheirdesiretoploneer 
was paramount,, 

"Havlngstartedourllfeaspiooeers,"Sabrioncesald, "itwasalsoourwlsh 
to remain pioneers until Its close. In other words, we did not wish our death 
tobellkethatofon11narypeoplewhod!epeacefullyathome.• 

However, as 5abri ei,;plaltled, It was at every Instance of preparing 
themsel\lH to leave that a persecution Of' harassment or some sort would 
befalltheBahj'isofEgyptanddelaythem. 

8ahi'lsofEgyptunde1110Perseeutlon 

The persecution of the Baha'i community of Egypt today takes root In events 
thattookplacelnanobscurevlltagelnUpperEgyptandrulmlnatedlna 
MuslimcourtlssulngarullngthatvlllagerswhoCOflvertedtotheBahA'IFalth 
would be divorced from !heir Muslim wives. Inadvertently thls same court 
ruHngdedared the8ahA'i faith to bea riew religion that ls Independent 



from Isf am. 105 Finding that they have thus committed an Irrevocable 
mistake,· he Muslim c,ergy of Egypt continued to seek an opportunity, over 
the next forty years, to ban the Faith from their country alt 1ogether. Taking 
advantage of post World War U politic.at unrest and the two Arab-Israeli 
wars of 1948 and 1956, the clergiy started to, brand the Bah~'fs as 'agen s 
of Zionism and the newly-founded Jewish State'. Finally, their aHegations 
found a sympathetic ear:, the Baha'f Spirituaf, Assemblies were disbanded 
and proscribed ,n 1960 by virtue of Presidential Decree. With Cairo being 
then the seat of the Natlonat Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'1s of North 
Africa, it was necessary to relocate it to another capital in· he Region and, 
hence, its sea became Addis Ababa. Ab1dlng by the Baha'f prlnciple of 
obedience to government and laws, the Baha'f community of Egypt has not 
ef ected Spirituai AssembUes nor pursued any of their activities from 19160 
to date. However, the persecution took another tum when its perpetrators 
interpreted the law as a virtual ban of the Faith itself. A series of arrests 
and aHegations arraigned known Baha'is before the courts, with the first 
of such cases n 1965. Totalling five in number, these attempts ended In 
vain with the \ast case refrerred to the courts being in 19BS.ut6 It was after 
he hearing ,of this ,ast case that this lega1 ambiguity was clarified by an 

historical court; toda1y the Baha'is of Egypt can, among other privileges, own 
Baha'i books, meet together for prayers, celebrate Baha'f Holy Days, and 
fuifil the Baha'i taw on observing the beglnning of ,every Baha'i month. 107 

Eagles In a Cage 

Used to daring spiritual conquests ln various lands, our Eagles were confined 
to the new Umi'tatlons on Baha'r activities. It is not hard to see them Hke 
two eagles for whlch the sky was once their limit but were now confined to 
a cage. Although their share of persecution was that of being1 arrested and 
arraigned in court once in 1972, that of their immediate· relatives, notably 
Sabri's brother Mr. Subhf Elias103, was abundant. On the other hand, they 

IO For fwth r reading on 1.hL ubjcct CL:: hoghi Effendi. C{)(J Pas.n IJ, •t. Chaptt:r [V. ~man i-
pation J R oogn itlon of th f hh. 

IO f r a mo d t~i led c nt or lb pcrsei=uti n th t too • place in gypt b-as d on the is ·wmce of 
th.i D re • sec App ndi TV• 1/r I 72 Ca.l ti/ Tania, 

107 I. o\!.·r,•cr, and of • th pc uti n flh gyptian Bah.· Comm\JJlity h • be n re,,·,r din 
the nn uf den in • its members hmwing ffi iru docum nt . h as brrth, mlJilUlg, and death 

·fie ttS, as well ns idcntit cnrru. The attempt to 1mpo such wndition •ci 1t de th• n lb 
hA or Ei}'pl i . a tn, b oo on misinterpretation lhc I . by llcging th1u Lhe fre dom o 
1ieri re tm:tL!d onl, 1n • d, in rebg1ons". ,hi,•h are c trued by Egyplion. 1u lim I iru;ti 

uu1itu u:m to be only three: Jud ism, Chri 1umh , nd hlam, This tin-w:. Bah 1 i 100k their gi \.'-
tmce lo the C UJtS ' th1.:y h~ lo he ab! t btain thci bo i L n righ lhrough thi urrently 

l R I prooc .. 

onh • st Africa wli n 

1 Ht-: NRI11J.lll CoNQf '£ 1 • 01-· s11{j~f & R. ,.v.vr Eu .. i~· 

always, !acke.cf valid passports and v·sas o go lsewhere 

It was around 1968, however, that Sabri and Raissa 
and settle in, neighbouring Libya for a ~ . .managed to travel 
Carmel and allakout only s·nce Safa ae~ ~:rs. _ThhlS dt1m,e 'they went with 
and carried on with heir, own careers d .: ss:1'~ a a ready graduated 
Ca I th an ,am~ mes. It was in Libya that 

~ ~me me er future husband, Abdu'I-Karrm Isfah. i d ~ • . 

whrle the famHy re urned to Alexandria with M J t" 'ta~ rehma ne_d there 
education around 1971. a a ou ,or er umversity 

As soon as Malakout finished her d r 
started to look around for ar h e -utca ~on,_the EagJes became restless and 

c ance O 11'Y high as they ever did before. 

Anywhere but D lbouti 

When the chance came fo th· t _ . . 
and to a certaJn de ree :m o, resume their pioneering career; Sabri 
to o;ibouti G1·ven theg· ,xtRa1ssa .had second tho. ughts about returning 

~ • ir e reme pa ience and hr h d 
~~~rxc~~~~~n for the reader to wonder why. But s'!bJ~a~:::• f!~~:~: 
··rn Djibouti ( J 54,.1 ~ 9) we uffe ,ed uch gr at hardships that ur r~ , . 
~d upon our departure from Djibouti that lime J v wed n l tor rum ia~er:" as m_J h pillid •• 
pmn r lo a11 counny o her than D jibou1i. This d i i n wa· no b~ of • my w1s . w • L 

e met but in view o the act thai~ during thos"' five years l did not se th th !rdships that 

di: n:~i:~ '!:'~~=~:!~"~:7';"..:~cs~ 1!.~'. i • those wh embra cd lhe Failll ei~~~=~ii 

However, the Eagles were not to get wh t th . h 
once handled solely by Shoghi Eff d' d a . eyhw1s ed. The tasks that were 
Went on their firs m . en '·, ur1ng t e days when the two Eagles 
Continental Pioneer ~~~~~ih as adpione~r-couple were Jater entrusted to 
and Counsellors. Sabri an~ :es ~n er guidance of the Han.ds of t_he Cause 
frrom the fr daughter Carmel to ;~f:~:~und h an. op~ortunlty m ,an mvitat1on 
that was to be held 1976 . N . b. a • e Bahar Contfnentai iConferience 
djfficulti . . . m a Fro ,, Kenya. Wfth the passport and visa 
in time ;s ~~ t~ time, they b gan their travef forma,lities: Ra ssa got hers 
to s . or e onference. SabrI was left behind after ellJn R · . , 

ay on his behalf in Nairobi: related here in S;bri's words g aassa what 
1 b\tc Rai 1 · • . 

any a an app 1 aEmn that J wrote in my nam pressin m "'"''"d • • country _ D" ho · . , . n.a mess l pmneer to 
lcuer fi . pl 1 ut1. However, Ra1 sa refu. d. ying "J d no ept to hand-carry 
h r S~~ you h1 e ))OSI.man. [n d, you may gi\.•e m a verbal message: to peak on y ur 

• ga e r my Vt:rbal me g • • ay th 1 ill. . 
d. • 3 we mg to pioneer to any c unby n 

1. b d d ~· lb · • lb , r Js reaso111 h rem· ned t the! P uf lhe-Ii t f lb• &h "· lha -
f: Pe uti n • 1h L ollo , d I d. - I • rt: lm'gcle.d by aU 
Jfhow ,,_ I ~ 'me u t g pLrtlLn him under reni togelh r wilh 26 o·tht:r Baha'as 

.. 1 r I m aths. tn 1 • 7. • 

L 



MnmsTt111Nr.nEAG1.J:8 

C<111d111on 1h11 5'1<11 I COWll!y should ha•• a temper~IC ,lunate. TlllO i1 ~•- \lUI proF611iOII 
- uuloring. {ron, whkh we um ow lh-inJ, ttqUifff • m,ld c!imale. A~ IO Djibc>uri. l do DOI 
wisll 111 rctum to it (o, many rasoos." Thua, Ra'"" •J"'ffl IO IUe my v,:rbal messak", and I 
rql("lllcd 10 her 1bar SM should~ occopl llfly hinl lluil wr might ~pioneer to Djibouti." 

Nowhere but Djibouti 

What transpired in Nairobi was not as Sabri wlshedt 

"Whalhappmodlbrn,."Mlh:atl""enttolhoConFOfrnfO."hom:lmctM~Omlll"Dlirinl-
o{ the early beli•••·•n io O,ibouh. Whm """""' """· ~ was• great min""' lhllr follo'f,"l.'d • 
~o{-~lyY'C'ffl,.lleiMUnllylhoutod'l"..,.._Y'JIIIOffl01111<>"'!'1.-.plw:,d 
•PIC:ac,bifllhilrmmabttlll>Ms.\wlw,\\,,,.....,,¥~IO•-IODJ,bo,,u". 

"'No,' Omar imisctd 'I Qmc III lhis Coakrmce ,.,,111 !ho"""' a,m or_,.,, yo,, 10 rcwm.· 

'"Therelmct1botJM:lat<ollandoflheC-ofOodMr.F.nod!01,np,mdlho-lueMr,H.
Sabo...,whohappenecltoSllndbcl"',omlhe1wo11f111, rrans.latiJla what I ""Msay1111t, 'Sabn'I 
pi,d•lule\bw\1(81U;l&lcd,'(~.,,,-.htdtoen1NUinc•itbaku.ctoqwe1!.Ullllil~rc!Wt11> 
ro1um toDjibooti. llowner, I rd\.,5"1 robrinj h,s lcl11:rllul pn,m,,od him 1ott1n"")'hi, w1ih 111 
you Vfflllllly. Therefatt,plH~ i,t,orc 111,. otkaofu1 mum1na roLIJ1bou1i.' Ku1 HUM 11$1<,r\fd 

Aatly,"Noonewi111otoll:J1hou110,cep1lhcr,,·oo(youl' 111 

"Mr. Olinp lhen eommcnu:d, "Whal llUllll D)'t It in,c, Look II what Qmatl>winl111y1. no 
l!llei1np,.bleof...,-vin11inlljihou1lllk~y0\II' 

"1i-.e..a,11ICfflOflllWOrcJnpowffll.,l1ndmcwlna,1111<1Sabribcc,n1hcrc .. -llh""'11lhcrimc,. 
he "''Ollld blve •I"" 111:ct'plcd, l 1111 uy1na 1hi1 bfcauk' L found my l<'lf~JP'tting 10 our mw,, 
111 l)jibooli .. -i1hou1 hell1UIIIC)fl, Yet. J WU ,t I lou bca,11,;c they would not bclie,e !Ital Sibrl 
,, ttluctanl 10 l'CIIU'fl, They even told ml: lhat it WU I .. IM) WU 1M OIIO who WU rcfusin&, Doi 

"""· 
ilHIIIIII C'Vffl aid 10 me, 'Sabri would 11111 Ay 1h11: you 1111111 be the OM!' 

~1 e-.·onnaalty ~ 1h11 we "'Qllld mwn 10 ll_tibow, wnh complete con1tn10M:1U. I wa:9 ah<' 
..in,1hatSabrf,.·ouJdboconten1ulwu,bcc,auselheFailhi11heUlldispu1,:dlydoo!lnantfOtCI' 
u,ourl,~." 

109 ThfflSecmaryof ... C..c.......tl'..-C-bArn.a,.,hld>""•bmed•~ -110 U...Uyll>M'l.......,._~wi,t,~-...ii,idualho ..... <n_,.,,....,.. .... 
iilpi ...... MdlNV<lm1<1i110lholilp,-i ...... 1..,...-,-..,...,ho.-eofli-•,~ 
,.,,.Sobof_ll_wluk~• ... •l!a'fll"""'-19),.•·lwt-.-by---
lD-doo•-k>lhe6.c:, ....... lloM.IC_.iyofO,iMull~ly--4.,. 
=:..wu.i,.,qu,.......,_...,W,riwould~""f'OCl""'....a...,o1..,.~'I 

1)1r 1',"N/t/TIJ,I/. Cw,.'QUF1Tf 01'5ABR/ C! R,mSA Ews 

Now, to the reaction ol Sabri, who must have been counting the days for 
RalSSIII to return to Alexandria with the news! 

~I waaj/ttatlylho<,kcd whc:n Rl111,Arolumed1111ell mc::thalourpionemngwill brlOLIJibouli, 
Myini1W~wulha10F,-n1me01olldprota1,t,u1~-nowayou1IAm,'day,, 
afterit.issa'1mum,we1"XicedllOl"llefflea1ourdoorbcsitatillgwc:omein.Thofeawresof 
\Mt.~"'""~ f~ Wbm 'Ole ukcd him what be wan!N. be AMI; 'l 
came to SH Mr, S.brf l:liu!'The vi,i!Q" •W Capcain A!n1 Al''I)'&. a membtt oflhc <I,:., 
IW,j'jCom"""'11yofAddiciAti.ba.C.-i,,"-btt11Mourpestforlha1niaJ,tandp¥C ... 
nnetl!irc lhal be hall bruul,\111 with lllm: a Jenc,·from lhe u.,,,cna1 Howcof Jinlioe bles.1111 
ovrro1um 1110,iboullil~ 

A summer v1eatJon In 
C41rowlthS.1&hls 
l&mHy29Augl981 

"' 

Alamllyreun~ln 
Alex,ndr1,c11971 

http://tli.il


PinlnglnCa,mupcmreturntoEgypl 
ca.1959 

Sabli&~lssal~All!Xandliaca, 
1976 

FamilyPicturelnAleundr.i-tn 
theearly1990's 

Sablilna\astplcturewlthbrother 
Sobhy In Alex - ca 1980 

12. Djibouti II 

Jnwhatwasdestlnedtobethelrlastmajorjolntsp!ritualenterprlse, 
sabriand Ralssa retumedtoDjlboutlforasecondterm, in order to help 
theselectfewBah.i'iswhorematnedsteadfastlnthefaceofuntold tests 
andhelpthemtolnvlteotherreceptivesou!stothelrfold. 

At the onset of ttielr first and second spiritual expeditions, the young 
people were Invigorated In those early days by meeting Shoghl Effendi 
and receiving his encouragement, advice and blessJng. Atthestartofthis 
second spiritual expedition to Djibouti, many chartges took place In the 
world ofmaterlal existence: the faglescould no longervlsltthe BaM'f 
Holy places In Haifa and Akk,j, and more than two decades had elapsed 
since the passing of Shoghl Effendi in Novembef 1957. Th!s time, our 
veteranexperlencedEagleswerespurredonln thelrmlssionbyasplritua! 
bounty that they had received earlier ln A!e~andrla: the written blessing 
of the Universal House of Justice - the supreme Institution designated by 
Bah.i'u'll.ih to administer the affalrsofthe Faith, which came Into being 
afterthepassingofltsGuardlan. 

Sy the same tokert, and In contrast to the socio-economic polarity and 
lnstabllltyofthe 1950'sand 1960's,thesoclalcllmateofDJlboutl changed 
Q1',11duallylntothatofstablllty, with manyofthecountry'seducatedyouth 
returning home to participate In Its development and progress. The social 
envlronmentthatoncehelpedtheEaglestofulliltheirEthlopiamlsslons 
suo::cessfullywasnowinplaceforslmllarsuccessln Djibouti. 

Before realising these new favourable developments, Sabri's resentment 
of Djibouti was prevalent when the weary feet of our 72 year old Eagle 
touched the tarmac of Djibouti Intematlonal Airport on 17 May 1977, as 
explalnedlnthlscommentthathetape•recordedayearorsoafterwards. 

~My return,,:, Ojiho,ui was enveloped in the""'"" feding that J 114d harbour-cd toward• 1, for 
tho past twefl!y.flve y,,an. I did not Feel lhat J wu happy IO mum. but rather lhat it wu my 
duty. In <Xltrr words, I wu usi11J1 my ulmOli! ~m,,,gth to <ope wilh tho situation. A• IO Ra,...,, 
1hewaselwaysanaudat::iousbeingwhowooldaceeplat1yl.hinsinthcr•lllofseMce.'"~ 

IJI S.br!,,.,ooor,i,,oJU>ngchismio.dohnu<i'.!jibouti,be<,a..,aohang<offartun,wudallincd1n 
tlcvtk,p,.·ithin ..._,han,,~..-tho. lna l~7f.1"'9r«:Onlm1ofWi,..,,.""11crm inDjil,.:Hl!i.lbc 
(ollo.,·ln11di•l"8"<1"""plxei><l"'<t<lth<t,. ◄>Eoglcs: 

Sabi: 'No••,.,. do,.,., - "'Nlliu .,. ,i.,,t/ ""''"~ m IJJ1/,o,,,; m />, l>wi,d;,, io #HI."' 1,a..,. 
a,.,,,i..,,J,,,,,• 



Inanextremelysenslbleandklndguturethatremalnedlndeliblylnthe 
tleart:5 and minds of Sabrl arKI R.efssa, u~ Bahn eommunitv of Ethiopia 
Invited them for III two-dey stop-over In Addis Ababa on their way to 
Djibouti. 

•11--i.,~•---,.iw."&uida.,_mulrilu;k:ofbdro'ffl 
ptbcralla~ ... --y.-•childtta.11 .... recq,aonbditlmsruyalty: 
.....,.._ ......... 11 ... adi•~GJKflll'IX-•.~d,mK'V'enty 
,-sold.--••--rerwltted•..:apabi,eof~widldaefftlmp 
lhllQ¥CralM•oa•--.M1fcd"'IP_,...,_1,cc..,.maur....,.aftcr• 
-,yewsiol:llioopll-lhe-,• ...... RaioA.-dlioiltdfu•aayye.s ••• d..ff
aboa ... wdl ....... ArrlMi...,r.·11·f~()Ull~l'AR£},"TS!.., 

""'""'·•dlocN-.....IBlhl'IC-ofAddir.AINk.,.~• .. ~lhlsllrJtl'mdicnce 
(l(bd..-lkf...,..~IMl_._dollfflllllSl,edlnoldMr.Glla~wboop<MI 
Ani.clikc.,-Anbor[&ypl11n.wtiolfllCrJlfflc'd(or ,rsdi,:..,.....INl..-.naslellby~ 

--.----- .... 
Arrival •nd Readju,tment 

It was In the same appalting fleet of Mey - twenty-three years later and In 
therelatlvec.omfortof1!rt111vel-th111tthetwoE11glesretumedtoDjiboutl. 
Unl!ke their touc.h down 11rrlv11I two days ear11er In Addis Ababa, nobody was 
thereto receive them atthlselrportl But Divine Providence was at work, 
easlngthelrp1ssage,1ndgr1du11llyglvlngthemthestren9thtocope,as 
Sabrlre\ated: 

"OuriJliOllf n,sN rromAddi1Abt.bt.1ollJ1bood ... WCI~ Mf.iod MXI IO lljiboutian pasKnl!erll 
who h:sppmcd 10 be !'rltndl of Mr lluhinl, lhe ton of Mr. Gi~. S<>. wl,en wt amnd !hey 
ooli&i"&lrdrovtus101hcC<)nllncn11III01CI.Thffcwe11ayed(or1f...,day..blll,..,,.,e1enol 
,;,cm(or\ablew,lhlhtuorbiwi1charplohl111hot,el.F.Vffllllally,Mr.Omar!Xrinl •.. rentell• 
plaa:for111 ... ilWUVtf)'...,1-1ldlllfflfc-a....,....l\lllo(ln,ecu.rode$$,llldge,,lwa 
-diffic1dtfulfl)'OfWwhot.dbvcdiaAl<-.undnl10et,peWidl. lbcboii,o:hada.,ngkroor,1 
lllalopeoeildo~onlOl-adNiCl-windo,,oAldiollpll .... ~lhcbeal--..,._ or dnc Uys alln ow snval. our ,-o,unsai ......- ~•joinal m.. Smet" ito: 
....,,dtla)'CdUlapMPOIIOl"Olbcrtn~l~•c-dcc...,IOIDffldadofi.:,-. 

112 
Ill Tr,oa,1.tGilo"•,--•.__.s..i___.,......,..,.__,. __ ._,~ 

..,.,,._,,...0-_ .. ____ ._.,._ .... llrloi.iC-b..,__,.. 

.,. ___ .._.,.,_,... .. -.·r • ...,,,.....iw,__._ ... .-,,-:--

"' 

.>ov and Pain at Reunion 

http://nu.su


Mryn,11)111N1;n&«;u.1 

of111wtte•bwt10mc,:landpr!IY~•w1\I...Jlodornpu1yc,an.Unfo,tuna1Cly.lf•II 
"°"'·nancllUJT..-al•rompounckdh1P'jo,n1frac1o«1t1mylhi&h.~ 

When the two Ojlboutlan friend$ arrived, they were faced with the duty of 
taklngthelrhostesstohospltal. 

A 8luslr19 In OlqulH 

In the conl"ln-n of this modest home, the family would certainly not have 
come Into contact with Djibouti'$ group of Interest: the young educated 

~~•:~:;r:;n~,!~=~a=~s:~ 
seemingly unfortunate ecodent that they _, able to meet ~ith this 

~ ~~
1::!::t~~ve~:,s:r:::r~~ 

joint•oolobiOOl"llphywlthS.briln 1995: 

:~-.:;:~..::;,~~.!:.:::::'.:':;:~.:.~~ 
....,·S,,-,"'1wnityhrlwodwlwll~Atlwftl-o{UIU,__,,a,w/byWNdl1#1,Zlltu 

~tnK<I.N~""'~--•• 

"Mr.Omarl)winl1ootmcwlhcfmichll~ H<1W~•,a.111ydomu,alqJ>a"""'""alllO 
1eaeb1bef1&th! Wlukinhorlp,1111 uf'Nl1<1pn,,yo11<,n. inspi1cofmyp11in,1hattwo_OOW•ma)' 
embrac< I.ho fa,1h in 1N11 pme'-f,tU1l, IIOIN1 I m,p, t,e..,-ia II the ~tal !ht mvoca11<1n 
-v,llaht'uL-Abhl..orlhc~IIIJ'Allah,u-Abhi'.Thi1wumy.._.k,.·,1h-a,.,shufflOlll 

&Jlhcpoinl 

~ At \hit l'l'fflCh flotpU•I ! had a,, ope,.tWfl, l)ul it "'l~IIIISUC«u.f\d f'?"' ,the: VC'I)'_ ~~inni"II 
<1Mpi1c the twieon'1 hopcl, It 1r11:ludcd lllc ln-i,:,n ofthlff tW\i«oJ P"'• ,nwlMJOtnl. SOCXI 
afl«wordllhcpin1~gan10lootcn,oneafle<lheOlhal 

;,::..,~=::ih:~~:Cr~:==~~I~=::.~:;: 
~!=~=.~._n::i:::=;i::;:=t~=:::.:: 
quid. Ont Illy. be n,que,ICd • phuiUsraph ol Ahdu'I-Oahi. As• iokcn. "" p,.-c h,,...,.. • 

t,nwfialc,,;,kN,po,:,n,iL 

:~=;::.:i:.=.-i.y~IO~~~.=.i=----.:=1 
nc,ocledlim10M•-c•X~•ll--.i'1offi« Tllcfe,SabnMdl ~-very~ 

\15tt.a_.,No.S1'-,__ 
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find .... he ti-.! f!I\Cd lhal p,clun: ofAbclu•I-U,ahj inlO• hffuc,fid rr.mc that ht placed on fr(lf)I 
ofh,111 «natnly111J110~"",b«a ... hcd,cl110tcxpectu,toromei111<1luoollice!We 
f<Mllld1hathcp!KcdaJ,o•nwnbaofllahl'lboob011h11destforlllhcrs10...,ftrnd." 

"T111udaylnhospKalond•ft"1hcX•ray,lf'ffllmed1olhcJUll!C"IOIOann1hepu,.Howe>W, 
M....i"T11a"""1)'!l-dodt,eopcn1 .. buauclhc~is...,,._.Sinc-.lw• 
11>lldonlledi.,lhcrnJinuonlhlllU--11,-lb«omc•dn-.lbdievcr,lr..-,;!lbo 
""""°'"10dolboopcn1- .. ,111ou1~.·Jmpoa.ij,lc!'lleacbin,d·No-llooo' 
lnvo,)'OOl--,.M,il-bcdonr.'lt°"..,_,1-..i .. DVlll&lt>e-.sc,yiad:i,s......,, 
oadprm,,tedllia10 ........ 11t,e,..._€¥mlmlly,Wcbdlt>eopaaio,,ond _ _.......,..., 
bdd,.-,1111Mda'-'"lllle1"" -.lllMdleddoo..,.._Atis&clorily.Hcr--.lal 
1Mtl..,...illw.n· ..... ••........,ibcd,bollllf;oldUlhal-lavclhc~....._ 
_....,._-v,...,1,mi.a,t,.iowaa-.w........_Buc,~1 .. -..w.,,owa1t-o111w. 
llosplal-.lmw,,~ ............... 

Jewels to Dure.st of Friends 

The pain ~ Raf1s..1 "'-'l'ftfed by lmistit19 on .surqery without anesthesia 
lll'ld her IMlstence on w•lklng home soon arterwards wa,s for a purpose 
th11t. in her words, was • mel!lrtS ol obtaining unexpected spfritua,I comfort 
thatsameevenlng. 

'"Thc1tcuonriwmyUlll-onmllflWllrctumhon,c,oJ1110Stimmcdwtly1llalhi1......,. 
Wnlh.11• PrmchR .... '!ofl'ffliMoritin.Dr.MurMid:ddeh., ..... ,,.,, •. i,it10Djihou1iand 
'"'nt0111jjl1J""-'CIUW11t11ll Boh!'leumm,,.,,tyMourhotuc. W)K,,-..,crctumcdihccomm11t11ty 
.., • ., only llve ~h,....m. and lhm IOOlhc< toll)' bclieva, • cousin ofUlhrnan. came forward, 
Now with llummadw~ b«ame ....,l!'ltln1otl11 

~llou1,i1 wu1wondt,tul~•CTIIJ\jf<lfmel0rt111mtolhci:ompanyofthef,fonthdurina;L>r. 
Mullhld7Jdth'1 vi1i1! Al th11 pthcri111, Sabri n,lalt;d Ille ,w,y ofmy a,cide,H to the tl>tll, 
So.Or.Murshidn,dd,p~emeaurd,.,1habel&,c,fulptni1111c:alli(ll'llphyofthcfolk>wU11 
~....:inh:uf&M'u'IWl'/Mw~,tNJ~"''/Jo,isfallo/l"ffU.TMu)tw,I,,.,., 
1,,.,11tr"8firno,u,,,.,,/1,,,»ow.,,_1/trM<JN,i-.,,,,1ttyp-w,.,i,:lbisimcripliona-uhkc 
baim1omyi-t.• 

Djibouti Reg•lns Its Spiritual AHl!mbly 

11ummilld wasoner1'thetwosoul$that Ralssa prayed tobeabletoconvert 
In thetourHolhef"medlcal tre11tment at Ojlboutl 0sFrend'IHospital. Inviting 
=i:se:=~~ ,!;!~nllghtened youth rrom among the same hospital 

~~:=::::...":t ... ~-:-'So~~.::::.."::..~!:..".: , .. 
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/11(11Jll11nt1'Fnf.:..«;1u. 

1-~lbelloop,W1flc:fwan!,,lhc~11w,....,IW11tk~Q11cni11:hc,w1ll1 
Sabn,'An:,o,,.,...11omc .. 11hoa1..........,.,11u,llal?'Hcuclnned.'V.'t:do-bw1 
c:ar'Wercplltd. ·t.etme,dwn,dri-w:youi.-J'lllo!M>ffl. Tlllo~wastobecul,c 
lbrlffondnn,b<loc,.-a,Abdu'I-R"""'-.M-•wc11111nh11c:ar,wc~LOiauoduce 
llunD!hcF•<di. 'l(uw-,..., .. mt1*obtl,,..es"'~~-I...-J,50d•-naocd(b,Nll..r 
my.:codcmwaslhc..-.by"lu"hlho!F.;ll!llad,p,nd.Mypa,•WIOll6,cnedb)'dmdivine 
YICIOr)'Mldw~-....,,.,..,a,uc,w 111111 !ho! 1~·1comm""•Yofl>J1bouu """'"""'bnnl"~ 
Soon ,flnwmvs, lbe lli~ih l'K!llberUl'MC Mr. LlJ1mO. whc, waa s«n:wy oflhe Ownber of 
~-O...:C....,,U,iNU!it,«...,1-fcr•Bah6'iSpir\NIIIAue,nbly."'" 

M<1lakout M<1kes Her Own NW 

After thf! re-establishment of thf! Local Splrftual Assembly the himUy 
~Yelled to Alexandr1a, for • rftt from Djibouti's stHming hot summer. 
lJnfort\lMtely, M.alakout's PIIISPOrt wasconftscated upon the family's arrtval 
Into Clllro 'on r,rounds of my t,elng a &iM1' H Malakout laterexplalned. The 
l)IISsporU of Sabri and Rals111, however, were not connscated, perti11ps In 
vlewofthelrold119e.Tlllslnddent511ddenedthel'amllyverymuchbec.au5e 
all •ttempts to re<:lalm her passport before thch' return to Djibot.ltl were 
futflt!. Thus, Sabrl and Ra~ had sadly to be separac«r from Malakout for 
the nrst time. Mal11kout'1 gr1ef WH even greate!I". What must hllve been 
11 solace to Sabrl and Rals111, that they tel\lmed to Djibouti with another 
5t09•over In Addis Ababa, at the request of their dear 83hil1 friends ol 
Ethiopia. 

Mlllakout spent the followlno few month, ln Alexandria as some 
correspondence took place between her parents In Djibouti and a youth 
from Morocco, Mr. Muhammad Walll, who wanted to marry her. At the 
request of the author, Mal11ko1.1t gave the following brief account of what 
tookplace11fterth!sfon::edsep11r11tionfromherparent5. 

•11_dwr,,.,.._fcw~(May,Seplemberl978)thall-employalb)'lheE&JPU"" 
M,_,. ol O,lun, i,, Akundri,, N ii '- bun !he .,.-i pol")" .., ffllpk,ymcnl ol 
....,,·mily~ ,,.,..iionlhlll~lbmlwmtidforlCVfflll.-tm,.:U ...... 
JltUU/"WIO,qaMffl)',-u,,otflO-IODJ._,,~Jfi/J,.,W.~M,.Mial:ua,mld 
Wahl,,,.... IOAlc........,alnlllftdmod-July 1971. forout~Mld I laidffl)'lffAin 
in tho haollk ,;,,fO<,d • I - mptnl 10 a Bahi'I from Mon,cro. yet ,.,11,oo,1 l ~ IO 
1 .. ,c 1M co.intry. In view uflhc fKI lluit 1hc <>btcacles 111;,c pm,m,<d rep.min& my~ 
......,ma,Jobylhellllffl1p1.tmOfflcclllAkxandria.mybnKhcrlluYcindecidtdlOW..lbt 
maUfftoCaarolleodq,mlcn.nmrhc-llbkto,q;aiilmy,-portqu11eeasily"·bon~ 
"""umec1111111 ..... 1ai..-w:111e-,.ror....,...wwa1anca1111M<Jro«o.TbeC..
...i ~ ot-r...-. • dw-.... .. 'Ctt • reon....i.. w dM: .....- -..• 
celclnlcdMlbea.-ot,nyu-,t,,,SuWiiU-mAba.odna.,,-td,eeadofJ-.1) 1971-

117 .... ..,....,_(April)l919,-IIO .... _.__, 

'" 

7),r $1"1111111.f! Cc,~{Jl'•rn Of S.,11tll:I RA1u.1 EJ..,..., 

MletlbrfflfliffDCtll, I trawllfd10Momc:co*·•lh W.hl "fhtte. l••lhc ..... od'lhc r...ty 
olM,,NlhJ WloWm,lnCbnllherolmyMIICt'lhu.blindwhlle I ccn,pk,ICdlhclepl peoodof 
n:Mdcncclhllwaa"""',mlb<fon,my ........ Tiwccr..-.y,....evcntlaally~by 
GWMo,o,:-e.ht"lf ....... •1°'1obrr1971.-

Back In Djibouti, Sabri and Ral5sa patiently continued with their persistent 
teaching work lsslsteCI anCI encou~ged by the newfound zeal, steadrastneu 
Ind dedication of the new members or the Baha1 community. However 
Ralssa's condition deterlo,..teCI anCI she needed II majOI' operation It~ 
hands or a competent orthopaedic surgeon 1n England. 

R•lsN's t-t .. Hng Journey 

Raissa new 110M for her 09el'atiorl lelvlng Sabn alone in Djibouti to count 
the Clays untM their rainlon; we koow that she departed 10.30pm on 8 May 
1979. However, he was not to remain lonely fOI' long as Carmel anci her 
family ~me to keep him comp,any and support exactly a ll'IOnth later. Of 
her healing journey, Ratssa gave the following Clramatlc account. 

"Duo IOIMhdinoflMJcw.......,,.lhai lhldHl~ibuw<•. / •,:mw~ f«.....,..,. 
op,:r■-1,...lhffl"""""""'iedbylMpny,,q:ofdlcUa"'fflllHoo.,.o(Jl'MICC .,..)"!ti 
INll..-uccrwnwou,ld11vc..,.1n1e.....,._1no11spc,ed)---..y nm,...llwfflllJ<lf 
-.,Y lhlol .,._ IO - ... ,Ill M1«<'11,. J lrl•'Cllcd aloroc fn)ffl l>Jiboooti IO,.-.,,, ..-111, 1 i!op

<WCr i,, Tunis..-~ I W11J 1ht suettofMr W \1rt. Rowshan MUflai,ha. 1 "'1$ .... blc llOwalli. 
ondllad10lllohclpodb)'l'ffllll<hold111gboohmy......_lhadbootcd1jl>um,:ylhllmd<d 
Ill Liverpool, Eftaland, hut -..·hca I n,;,ch,(I Pllrit, oncoflherwo,.,.,.o,1'1hc l,10 Mr All~ 
15flhiJII, whc, had h~e\l ,n l'urt S,,,d SGrl\t forty )'C'llS urlicr, ,...,...,ung fo, -· Thii wa 
""""S•d by Mr. ltow-11ai Mu1u.phl ,.11c, to10f)NIOO(I him during my s1op-o~cr in lllllii. from 
0.lcyAirpon,Pllria,ldq,anodLOl.ondort."' 

•Ve,y IUIU$IW evniu ud place duru,lit 1h11 ! .. oflM t:,p (l'lns/Londoa), In onlcrllO lltc 
lhc,..:.t f'l,pt l'rom Loodoa IO U,·np<>DI,,.,,.,,, Dr. Nlhil MIUllph,, -..-ould be ....,llfl&fo, 
111C.lhad10coll«lmy ...... •London ... irponMldpulMODtbeDat~.lwa111• 
bio,;allle'olmyllllhohCylO-ICIICWlllllheauluxcrew.&a.lhtttwu•Enclulan,a, 
ljltdaboul50.)'llln,,•IN-t'l,p.lOL.mda,i.'J1-~wuwryma!J.IIINlmn.dni 
Th•f..agl.....,_,coc,clup.lllrlu1_..._0Cl'llpftdby1Frmc~Lldywl,,;,,waa~bylll)' 
11<kmwlpl-.:lhffl"IPl!l=•i1.A1dlis1110mm1,abllvfdlffllmlbrl111P11<1*klndwu 
ahoul1oh11myii\iln<llq.TllcEngl""-a.lOJll1tho1bquil:*'3Sllboon1<>1and1>11my 
.... I lh111bd h"" forA•lllllmt, IIOd lftf-<dlhelady10.--.his- arod i~volod hom I<> 

III ....... Tll1111lwj,;,wncyfioml.oodoatoJ>n~Mdweaartedrowt.·w1,ydiclyou 
-IO~- .......... M)'n:phc•wcrclllllrclirt1~yctllmmaicwldllMOtsw,d 
-,.llnlMdEnahsll.Hcaaodmeahoucmy.,._Mldlll>ddwl•• ..... ..,I~ 
ro,..,...-.-,...UitU!lkallwlys•yi.tiit,1opmero1umaboullMfaidL'l"-'11hcad 
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Recup ration a d Teac n n Mo o co 

ell 

The British s rgeon who op rated on Raissa1s hip-join recommended a o 
month recuperation p rio in a other hospi al hat was a cheaper than the 
one where she had the operation~ However Raissa could not afford to staY 
fo more han o e mon h and, against a strong recomme dat on rrom the 
surgeon, accepted Sabri's suggestion that she rave to nearby Morocco to 
rest in the company of Malakou and her fami y and tha Sabri would come 
from Dj1bou I to join hem.• Wha was mean to be a recuperation period 
for Raissa became a perlod of ·ntense ac ivi y, as told here by Raissa. 

l 

19 In I nc-r 

re :in 
Th 

t.h i Lim r hri 

im.medi t ly 
. h fixed h 

rlh 

u r 
t 

pnn 

c., m t lb ir n-in I w l't 

-. ·- -· .. .. -

m 

-•-- .. - - - ------- -----

h pilaJ 
care of 

e to j in 

• i Mo~ co vi 1 we Lra eJled t g r r union ,,th ur sons u m and 
an ir fam"li • Eve tuaJly ab d Ir rum d to D'ib utt afie hi n ahsen . 1 

C O T ck 

Wha happen d during the seven year ha rema ned was for the Ea 
o d ompl~te thei~ ~jibou i conquest w th a period of total transforma gii~ 

an new- ound v gour, so far as he Ba a'' community of tha country was 
c~~cpeemreodd. Tnhletfo lowing rema, ks made Y hem as they lovrngly recalled 

a er years t 1ell us the story. 
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Moms 1'uMm E.Ar.u, 

ofDjib<,uu TV Broodcasting s.r,,ice na,ned Chris1ophcr Firih. 11,....., there was an inflwt of 
bclievers./\nO!hcrconventolhcF11!hwasapoliecoffiecr.Y.'hoWouldCfle1-gt,i1,aUyl&l.klllld 
g,:<1urn•lC>(;)'mcrtins•1wi$htutellalllhcpe0pleofl)jibou!i101urn101his~Divine 
M....age. This ma,,·• n,me ,,,,.. Mahdi. ln ocher words, lhcre was a woodcrful ,.,.w...,nec ,n 
Djibouti 

Thcnam<1thal)'Ollhavcmeruiooed..dcarSahri,arccorm:1:DuMi ... emln«dlhcfaithina 
V(;)'Shon1ime.andheu11gh1thcfailhwChrulophcrfirih.SeifaloobccameaBahi'!.andhe 
became Secretary of Djibouti's Spiritual Asscmhly. Other btlie,·ct1 who joined th~ Faith were 
one ofUlhmAn '1 ma1emo1 cousins and hi! son. Muhammad. who wu sllll a )'Ollth. 111c number 
wnqui1ehcaneningthoscdays,andlllwm:onfire. 

A Solld•Rock Community 

The Bah.§'/ Commun!ty of Djibouti gradually reached the expectations of 
Sabriand Ralssa - a cohesive and united constellation of souls who stood 
firm In the face of tests and opposition. The following incident, as related 
byRaissa,illustratesthis. 

•Am<l<lg the new faill,ful t.clicvCff was.Ahnlll<IAIL He had 1wosons who y,•~re in a missionary 
schooland"""°"n1ored.,,.,..,diffieullie,,lherebccauoelheywen:llah.i'/s,likelhcirl111.her. 
Tllc,ichool1c~her,aCatholienun,opposed1hcm,AsS<l(lllassheheardth,:mmmlloolhcir 
religion. ohe requested 1hem 10 bring thc-ir parenu IO school. Hasing heCfl thll! summoned.. 
AlunadAliconfltmedthatheiuBaM"l."~whyshould)'OllrchihhnbeBaha"/slikeyou?' 
thetcacherdcmanded.A,lhcwanted10knawmoreabowth<l'ailh.hegavcht:t8ahi"u·1w, 
and the Now f,a in French to read. Then Me asked him IO b,; im.roduced 10 olhc, 8ahi"f• for 

"'One day Ahmad came to 11S will, this t...:ho,-. She a,gu"'1 wi1h Ui,, ll!ing the llible. saying 
thalwhatwcclaimi,basclCMandlherewasadiscuMion.Al$0pre$<nldurin11ll,i1mct1ing 
was Ahmad"s wifo who was noe yCT • believer in spite of her husband•' previous ,nempts lO 
in1roducehcr101heFailh.TllcCalhoHe1cachcrwmtootosay1halMuhaminadeJI1ne,·trbc 
• MC5jenger from God. So..,~ proved 1he opposi1e usin11-holh lhc Old JI1d New Te,;wn.,.us. 
Ev,1mally, she could not sp,-ak anymnre. Out it was the ,.-ife <.>f Ahmad who Y.'U lOUChed 
very much by the diKUS<ioo. "Thi, is the firs1 lime,' she S1&1d ·trutt I have heard you prove the 
validi1y of the Missioo of Muhammad so fe,v,,ntly w llus nun. You have really m,don:d h<r 
JPCC"'hle<S.ILis\>lllynowlhatlcan5ay11t.,1!b,;licve,nBahi'u"llah." 

~A~ lhisCatholie nw, was leaving oorhuuo«. she mel anQlhcr 8:tM"I who lud c:omc-1os« 
ta. 1'hat was Mr. Hummad. !he X-my SJ>CCla.li$1 whum w~ meollO<tcd earl,CT. Obligin1:ly. ~ 
de<:ideJ 10 drisc her back to her J<hool. n..., ht rc1um«I 10 11! 10 relate lh:11. as th•y wm, '-"' 
~"'way10school.Waskedwt,.,lhcrheisalooaUahi'/. 

··Yes!" Hummad replied. Ar,dshcoskedagain 'Arelh<:reotherAahA'i•in Djibouulthyou?' 

1)u Snl'J"fV.a.Co/\lQvUT'fOPS..aRi&iu1=t:1.us 

licrcphMtotheaffim1a1ivc. 

"""AreyouanAfori"'"'Sheasl:cd,"Ycs.•HcMl!WCT'«L 

'lfowcome,'$1\ee.o«:laimed. 'Iha\ wo havo b.,cn hen, in lhiscowttry preachingChri:11i:mity for 
manyy<'al'$,yetwccoutd1101inlluem:ec,,.ffl1•ingle\>llcofyourr,,cc?' 

Hu~madexplainod. 'lh.ot is~•..se youcamc,10ll!wi1h an old M<SSltgetha! no Longer applic,i 
1<>lh111agc,.butthelhhii'ifa1thisthen,li&ionoflhefu1un,-arehgion1h:u.h.,:ib=,anti<ipa1ed 
by11llmankind.•religion<.>fpace.andsoon .. .' 

~H""'cver, the ou«ome of this invesrigaliOfl by lhi• miuionary 1eochcr was the di,missal of Mr. 
Ahmad Ali"• children from 11,e school immedi11.ely 11\erwan:l,. lh,rcfore their fathCT """' 11,cm 
toaBahi'!schoolinlnJ1a.'"Heevena«:ompanied1he,nthcretoorrangeforlheiradmiui0<t. 
andmadelhctc<juain1an<:<:oflheBaba"l1cachcrsthcn:.Thanl«10Godlll,c:secbihlrenhave 
IV"""' up and by the umc we loft Djibawi, U,oyhad broome y,·Oflderful Hah.n yoolh. While 
studyinginlr,dialheyinvigoo,.tedlh:"irpareo1Sbyrcla!inQall1hallheywereexperi,:o<,ing.Of 
panieular note., ... _lhc -""'Y of the ,naugum,oo of the Mother Temple of India. They shared 
tbce,,·enuwi1hlhe,rpan,ntlltna1ape.rewrdcd"'"""8•,includingtheiA:augural,peechof 
Amat\t"l·Bah:IRlihlyyih Khitnum.Thcchildn:nworeclatoddurinBtluteveru.S11Chwlllalhe 
lll'Cllgth of!M..,pan,ntll" faith. >1eadf""10c"' and loyal!)", when wedepaned.."" 

Mission Accomplished 

Sy 1986, with5abrialreadyanold manof82andRaissa'sfrequentuseof 
a walklng stick because of her hip-Injury, the Bahil'f situation in Djibouti 
was a l:n.le·r~flectlon of what the Eagles experienced fn 1954 In Ethiopia. 
Manyotherp,oneerscametolendsupporttoanalreadystrongcommunity 
ofDJlboutianbelievers, intheEagles'words: 

ThcFailhprogresscdinDjibou1i.Truefccli11£$andSinccreconversiunwcrethm,oothcpar, 
of the Djibouuon btJie,·ers. Such wu their 5!Cadfsstnr:s&aod ~glh that those pionccn: who 
followed II! fromolhercoun1ricswercpo,ued to other pan.soul.side lhecapi!al, which no 1'-"'itr 
nccdcdpioae<:rs. 

Th,(legr,cofadvancen>mtandactivCUC$$Ofllah.i'iehildttn.for,:,i.ampk.w""sw:hthatlhey 
"-'OUldOf'!lani:teaBaM.JKhoollhcmselscs;Theyusedtomfflalthe8aht'/Cettlrctostudy 
'!'"Fai1hand11m111geotberactivi1ies.Tha1is1usay,lberewerevff)"fmuteningadvanccoatlha1 
nmc.andmorepcoplei:amcintothi:Failh. 

123S«,4pp,ndi.<I/Ell,;r,pia&DJU,,,,.,,..J/;no,y.L.andtutJ/'rop/,f.,.th<<llu,;i:mako•op<>fDjlNNll 
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,._ 
Aa,onalhe~CYfflllof-m:oad0j1hout11em1••lhll-Mdtllallllo'I~ 
6-Sudln,Mr.Mllibonl;l..,_ .. ,.,1,o-•r.ithfulyoutll.To-,iali.,;,,1-helauglltM 
■ pri-111'hool,Dunnllw11Uyin0jibowcihc"""tladylram~b•wi.,.htfoundl0 
1,c.., ... ,.,llcw,sbrdtoioprali,IOM..,..lhcfllth,bul.i,.tolclti,r.lhol.Wwas.a.adya 
aahi'I.Tlllla.lwcamtto~lhil&hl'l.,_,-,Rulllolt.•hoc:an,cfro,naBabi'lflomily 
""'1.•-•shrmcllhcll.W.'iComnu111y,$11,eopmed~bon,efor~'laotiviu.ct.Shc 
wark,:d r..- lhc u~ Nanona in U,ib,,uci ond p~c c;cccllcnl "'"~ to lhc railb. inclll<WII, 
..-.·, ... onlhcl,.ocalSpnlllolAJKfflbl)lfbr-,,.~•USecffllf'J'n-e-,-emscoiacided 
-.,lli!Mbca, ..... ol•"""""°'pomcm10D:,iboutl,•h..:h•hoclallhnh<mandlml'al!lity 
•-ll•holt.odlor,Ahdalla.0.Mlhcnic:aao...ulnlmMteea,SaudiAnbia.•iriklhc 
...,_rn._....-,,. 
In 19S4, when the E119les felt they 5hould tuve Ethiopia, they h.cl the 
strength and v19Wr to move on for the more challenging mission of 
Djibouti. Now, the situation wllS d1trerent: upon the recommendation from 
Mr. Gial Bahui, then I Bah'1 COunsetlor• in chlrge of North East Africa, the 
U11lversa1 House of Justice advised the Eagles to l~ve Djibouti ln view of 
their advancing aC)e and their need to be ~red for by ttlelrown children. 

A Chapter Hatd to CIOH 

The Eagle's memorieS of thelr last few days In Djibouti give the Impression 
tNitltwMahardchlptertorthemtodose.Jnract,theclosingoftllls 
chapter represented also the concluslon of no less than four eventful 
splr1tual missions that spanned more than half a century. The readeT ~'f 
be!eftheretoenjoyRlllssa'slastrecollectlons. 

·•Durin1thcfewday11kalp,«cdtd011rb1ddln1il)jil>outia1l111ltmwcl1.many...-ondc<fal 
...-en11louk.plK<".Dunni•~i1hofJ..il)uM,1.c10ut.wcMl<tdh1m'Oon'1youbrina50fl\t'OM 

::.:~r:.:.~:..:.:::~..== :°':c~i:::.:::~=~i~ 
U11111lhnmmlh.tu1CChellllcomplcu<llno.....i-.M...,lft...,.,.c"-cmmdsl ...... 
ION«hh..,lheflllll.' -,,,..incidienl,.._obJut,_..,wl,pno,1<>-dq,arlufc.Att-.,.._ 
Ill came Ill •W1lll his f"'""4 tt- Md• hiJ lffllkonhlS &ff. 'IJnoilne:!' Hcac..,,..t. 
•111'b,enlmctl.._111heaup,:,,1l-'""I01'-C:himallmloll\-''lprinc,pl,n,Mlhewa'1 
home. He 5W1lcd me by 1111)'1111: •you are 11lk"'g lboul Ibo: BIIIA'I l'a.lh!' I aslcd blm llool 
heUIN'andllelOldmethllhe.,..alr.-dy•Bah:i'i,uplaod"'lllllllllhlidb<atia"""lb< 
fa1thin ►'11111<cbyMimmip,o11tA1prianphysil':.an,'ThM,0.0,HUSM>,,;ouldqwc<.rr.... 

12' :~==:-O:-~~=:,:...-::=.-s::: 
_.....,.el1MS.W'loel5-loi.,;i.,__,h_.-.-. 
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7}111Sl'lll.r'TIJ.ft. C<,..,qu#,:.rr, o,, £111111 U Rmv Eu,u 

tboWri1111po(~'y'IWtlUlheleamedbyllctln. Amoaslllaewcrclheltidda,WordJ, 
...., .. ya,c:,,1_..,.o( .. lucltl,cahok,ww,Tiu:,,...1ike.pft&oo,BaW'•'IWi10p!c19c 
owreeb.l,owu-.4,i.we,,-tpa'11Swilh_,h~J1-lhe-1Jc,1..,.,w 
-....dioboafleadfai-..lclutincuishodBaW'f. • 

"llhlppffltdaho1111lhl"fl)'dayof1Udef,,rin1nllllll.,..Jboppirisforlhcinp,Upon 
<>Dfflll!&0111°':lho.i.c,ponmy_-rit,ome,myryamc1U..-ofal',-,tilady Wtlooked11 
ff<'h<>dler"'."lf"wcrcoldfritadl..Shenoucedltiallwu,nitiqgforawi,but~ .. °"' 
110~o:ln,nJopt.:Any,o,,wa11ql'oraw,i?'lhellbdmc.Wllcullald'yc1'ohtoffffld 
IOG"ive""'bl:a..l;o.,edlwrpel'ully, ll«rnolher.,1111aboialbo-.Shc..talr.e:ftoa 
wlldo-.uyl-.•t-~'lrq,bedondldded,'t.al•&lm•BaW'f.°She 
~·1-•aBIW'l,ondllaYO:two-'"""audy••Bahl.'lldlool,'h._•if 
IW"'-11i,-.-.41•1111~$ady.aal)'dlrftloams~•11 .... ii,,o: 
~tbe .... at,-11,ool~fi'c.DJ~--opo&acm,d•btas_.,. __ 
_ _.1waa,.,_-.,ochcrl'ttlJodldllua. n..•1ecntlnctdecbodamf'arc-wdl!" 
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13. Looking Back in Contentment 

After their final departure from Djibouti 1n 1986, Sabri and Raissa first 
went to Morocco for a few months before eventually settling in Alexandria. 
Their wisdom and wealth of splritual experience was a great value to the 
Bah3'is there and elsewhere In Egypt, especially the younger generation. 
Invariably time was allowed at every Bahi'.l'i meeting for the friends to listen 
to the captivating talks of these two veteran teachers of the Faith. Their 
home became a point of spiritual attraction to Alexandrian and visiting 
Bahi'.l'is alike, and there was no greater happiness for them than sharing 
their rich experience with everyone who knocked at their door. 

Another great source of happiness for Sabri and Ralssa was the proximity 
of their children, and grandchildren, especially Hussein who had not left 
Alexandria since 1959, On certain occasions, all would converge on 
Alexandria for a wonderful reunion. 

The writer was greatly blessed to have met them, though briefly, during 
the few years that preceded Sabrf's passing. In the course of a lovely 
;,ndgraclousresponsetoarequestfromthewritertoflllsomeg;,psthat 
werefoundintheiraudloblography,Sabrigaveabeautlfulsummaryofhls 
spiritualexperlencesandacaptlvatingovervlewofhiSro\easadevoted 
servant of God's Cause for this Age. As Sabrf had made these comments 
only two months before his passing, his remarks were those of someone 
who was giving everything he had. The following excerpts show how he and 
hisllfeoompanlon, Raissa,lookedbackuponthelrrichsplritual\egacyln 
greatoontentment.Senslngthatthedayofhlspasslngwasnotfar, Sabri's 
follow!ng words are those of writlng a will more than anything else. 

On tits fm,,st.s-tlbl• Prog.-SSS o/ tNI Faith of God 

The l'•l1h is lhc Trulh. Sin« it is tht Trulh from God, and even if it is faced wilh oppn,;i1io,I. 
-<lifficultio:1. oppo$ition. resistance, aod ~udia1ioll - such may pcniSt only fo• a limited 
period of time until e,,.,,_tua\ly d;s,;;l)llted. God fulftls liis CauS< and nobody can 00,tnJ<I the 
spreadofllisC&usc. Whcnls•y'"HisCausc"ldono1oolymcanlheCauscofs.h.i'u'llil1. 
bw also~very DMn< Cause championed bylbe Prophmoflhe pa$l Eve,y Divine Message ls 
always supponc<I and p,Qlectcd by God. h may only requi,.., the pursuit ofgentlo pcmWiO<I. 
wisdom. and w:,od cond.,ct. Ye\ i! is the Cause of God Iha\ i1 !he ul1imatcly pcrvagi~ and 
p,..,niling Power. Nobody can prevail over ~"' Ca\1$t of God. 

On'thel,. Spiritual Idenlity 

Wcwcrcb<:licvenwhoha""cmbra«•d1heC•uscofGod.andsacrific<:do'11"\'eryllv""io 
l1$palh.Thi.w10SSUChtha1thcrcw•sn<>J<>Yor«S1-a•Ylh•tcou\dsllfPlLSSlhatof<CCingd"' 
FaithofOodspread.TQ&cther,Ra1ssaandls,:r,...:lthcfai!hwithin1hclimiU.LioPSOfOII 

'50 

T111; SPJ!l.11Uit, 0:mQ..,un Q,, ,'uRRJ& R,m:v El.Lis 

~~;u,::c:::;. =~ ~ :;::::~H.:w;:~~i:~~:7:::-::..:ie:•bU~lc 

~~=t.:e~l:~::~~::::;:i.~! ~!~~:~~ll ;;.c2:~::c1:h~~=":E 

~~!~:~~~• w11.houtrngllgmlml 1n such wor\c, our life would have had no any 

On tM S•cnrt of Swccus in Senlic• 

~~;!i~rr§§l§tr~i~~~~ 
On thefr Tamlly 

[isf[~:#:1§Jff~J!§;:~J~~fB-l,~ 
to11duct ao ovcnll fam,ly count !hat indudes the Spol15<$, we= 19 individuah:. 

On th.sir Life ae a Whole 

~c~~~: ;;.~ ~-Ui~i;! :i:;:.r,nbe~\;:i~~a:1~n;" :0~";;-~;:;~n~;= 
m ~hul~llr,n aod d1ffkul,1~. we were happy hcc•'1SC it wa,s in Lhc P11th of God. We did not 

~::eshor~:':f O:.\:;::.~!:; ::;:n:~I~ ~::c ~;e:...~~ ~a ~:.tcri•l 

;~t~i~~~~~:g"r::~:%~::erh.,i:~!~!l:~h=!!.~~;~~;,,~~~~~ 
pndebeca~youhavc~ed1<:a1edyourm11rehfetoitfromthcagcofabo,n20until110W 

Flh~:,~~=t::"';~~~=-~~~~~,::::v:~~!: ~:~:~~7i'. 
c,ngyoungcrlhanm<:,Ra,,.....,,nhave,Oodwilling,11ongerfutu,elOS<:rVClhcFailh. 

:::-:E.:~~:~::~~~~hfflheb<h~fabcr<~umoo~h<rorchi1bulhand 

l29Ula,andllan! 
[]Q lm'-lu,dHll>d 

!.lJ 11 .... i~{..-Hooaill)..Ot>dHudi 
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14. Sabri Wings Away 

On 29 July 1995, Mr. Sabn Elin l)OUttd out his heart In the folowlng Vi!t'bal 
mH5aOe to the Ba"'1 Community of Ethiopia, which he enlnlsttd to a 
friend of who was on his way to Addis AbaM> 

'Cot11•ry lO llwool "'Y ~~ .. 1'0!11 llwm lhal "'Y '-" is burning Clf Ill.JI 
mnotfflftatr- them. AN ii ls !hedrcwM.r~ "/lfo 1NU ha .. -,,arolffl 
u.i / (>/wo.J,IS wonder hou, t'-1! Cl,.ff'l"'fl°"- lpmy tho.I Ood ~ ~rtlw111 
~..,.,,m,hnr/wlperoltd"""PCl-1" 

In • tape-l'fflDf'dlng that Sllbn and Ralssa made two months later, SMwi's 
voice could be heard rlfwalng ~ and his menUII IIICllltieS were 
evidet1Uy n Intact 111 ever. However, he became senousty in soon afterwards 
to such• IM9'ff that both r,mlly and friends In Egypt beseeched pnye111 
on his behalf at the Bahl,1 HOiy Shrines. In re,ponM! to this appeal, the 
followln;cablewasrecelved. 

t50ctober 1995 

ASSURE THI! BAll.4.'11 RIC"'l>S N EOYPTTHATOUR LO\llh(i ,.,.YERSATntl: 
HOLY SHKJ'1ESAI.£ D8N<l Offtll.EOON DE.IIAU'Ot' MR. SARR.I ELlAS 

11/R UNIVUS,\LHOVSI! 01' JIJS11Cf. 

With only one month tohl189'" birthday, Sabriwaspreparfng fQraflnal 
nlght,thlstlmetoetemlty.Bythemomlngof220ctober,hesllppedlntoa 
coma, and Rals.sa sat by his bedside, consumed In p,11ye<s 1nd overcome 
with the std reallwtlon that their physical separation was inevitable. The 
memories ol their ~st houf11 together remain so vlvklly In Ral5sa heart and 
mind that she related them many month$ later In the folowlng mirlutt 
dttalt."' 

"lraaffllbor.Slllt6rtitilh0f0Ulerial~•daylbll.lme,,d(c~ ...... -llnlal.l1t1od 
IOllllkc: ... dlamebulNw_,_..._ __ IObeadttpt.lccp.1 .. "r""'Nlkaad.• 
lhcldhaJllad.lradllllnpn)'ffl•we,...i1r1do~.n,.,,.1ww,11r111on,.,..,a,dibk 
~,"Sobri.""'"Clff<llhalholhor .. ...,11.-t-~odicrlrllhc....ldot,ptril.Wb<tb<" 
y...andl.....Wp,lnl•nolimporlaalt.l.'8dler.iiiJdicfk'tti..""'""llcawnly.....,. 
!Mnl.~.,..linl...,ll-~Mwbodiweapenalffll: ... 'ffl--' 
dipt!Mll_o(....,.,. .. f ..... ao-."'--""·""•Wll.- .......... ....,,-..i ...... --132 ~ • .._., __ IJM,-1.,._ 

7W .'il'tltFTHfl COi'IQl.tffn(» $,,uJ(I R&u, £1.w 

"llowmidldoly-,,1C1-lhcworldhr)'Olllll."l--i1<1Noyio51M..,_.,.orldol 
wb,driDaW•••a.a. .......... lt._...,...b11n1cbdievcr.,lhc....Wl,ey'Ulldbe 
IW'lftlal10dlca-el1,w,:dlo',cyc.ncryooal..Wapre,•-,-

.,...._Nll'p,,,ai-(,.1-,lookalan,lftd~.A1lllll-lr..fl 
1111111,c ..... .,,lh..,follow .. n-aywonlll'llllAid..l~-prll)'ffll'arllm,•h■ 
shppedbodiloll01deq,--■.ll,....IJlonlyol'lff-[ofl?"ofOClobtrl99SJIMlhl, 
toulwinac,! ■w.y-

Thu111gloriousctiapterO(uniquehlltor1calllgniflcal10l!lnthtrealmoltalth 
WH brought to I physical dost. A Mte ol humility that WM c:omolntd with 
audadty; .ims,lidtythatenvfflPt(ldttpint6ght; extreme klndnenmlngled 
wlthhlghresotwe-torMnllonbutaf,:wotthewem,ngly~ 
qualitla that Sabri so demoMlrably musttrt!d, then ended in 1h15 _.. to 
11/ve w1y to an eicuedlngly wondrous aftenll'e. 

The ntW5 ol Saorl'I passing iOOn lf)rMd wondwlde lfke lf911tenlng. As 
his noble body wu being lllld to rest the following morning In the &ahn 
Cemetery of C.lro, Mir the gn,V1! of his dear brotne,-, Subhl, the Unl~rsal 
Hou5e of Ju1tloe cabled Its sincere condoleflCtS to italssa and the rut or 
tnefamlty. 

OUlt HEAii.TS ARI': OltlEVEl> AT nn: PASSISO OF TIIE KNIGHT OF DAJl.4. VI.UJL 
Dl!VOTED SPlltIT\JAI, C()t,,QIJ£11.0tl. Of ETHIOPIA. AND CO"W:CRATI;D 
INDEFATIOABLI! PltOt,IOTElt ANll PK»,EEJt Of HISCAUSf.SAIIRI ELIAS. EXTEND 
OVII. LOVING SYMPATHY TO 111S lll:AR WTA; ANI> MEMBERS Of 111$ FAMILY. 
AS.SURF. THl'..M Of' OUJl f l:RVt:NT PRA VEII.S FOR TIIF. PIIOURESS OP HIS RADIANT 
SOUi. iN Tlll!AIJI!.'. Kl'IOOOM 

TllR UNl\11:RSAL IIOOSF.OF JUSTIC!' 

;~;:~i!r;'~~ ~:eorfa~:::v ~:::r:,:U.~:: 

Ek:~ S.brl EliH Family 

Dearut Fllhlrn• Rm1a Sabrl, and.Uthe bfcla,,ed 1Mmbe.-.of1he runily. 

We ~dof:pfy ~ by the pauiqalour~ spirini.i father, the 
conquering hero al Bahll\ltlah"1 Fann 

Nau«>&! Bah4, eonunurucy ol EUuopu. ~trng Bahi\.oUW. accord 



lie 
Mrm,sn..,,_,,~ 

bmrtirlcl'tteplion NtOepaned ...... 

Gmcnt>oNJClunbom,lnba>a~IOcomc,throughoutlbr<bpa\Muonol 
Bahi.\l,W, wlU ~bfflllll-•uh.-tltude 

n-ofut who hHt bttn bieual Wllh ftltttina him ..Uctin.t, his 1DCm<1fJ 
~lour~ 
Althoupthc~of-aopnciouf,and-'-~amonpt 
~-•~oftplrilual)ur,..,-.nncM.,_dnpondrntlJ'bec:9u1eSuri 
:-:ii:=-i!n~ofut,ln--.llndlnthelfwaofBahlil,ener.tiom 

Wtlnt.hiatountl)'wlDtw1un1.1etoblhlapl'fll':nOl!-ncatu1and..,. 
tuunyau..Uofourfnwn1alld,,_llncerep~Wtan,boldang...,tlon
widt--Weemcflin 11111'-'ronSu.ndf!YOaobe,29, 1995. 

Onbehall"ot:,owlthlopanr.nslly, 
Tbc/lf.....aSplnru.l~ollhckhl,11o/Elhio,p,,, 

Equ.llyud<kneclwereStorf"s~ualchlldrenlnDjlllloutlandthtmany 
otNl'"countrinwlltn!hellldsoucrillcllltylabouredtoSNretlle~ 
::.lnhlshffrtwithothtrfdowhumtnM!ngt:olll,_,dass,md 

RilluilwlthoutS.brf 

=:. of her nre with S•bli, Rals.s. summed it up In OM ~ptlvatlng 

F•ll,-s111111t.,.-_,.,._ ___ hd_E.o,l,Mo,,:w;,co.ondSy.... 
... ..,._.. • .....,._,.. __ ....... t,, .. ~1,y-..,._10 ...... 
.. , ..... .,., .. 1,y .. _...,._-.iSob,laadlllnrlf-.-.ndccadcs. 

n.wmw ~0,-,S,a«i~RAlruF.JJM 

1,i.....-,--.-Wbclocn_. .. pod'IOffltO-lllllii'a.._..,.ro, 
.....,. ... ,.. .................. -•_~•--.T•iM--
....... ofW .................... I..Wlbll~lhe ...... ~ 
-.,. ... _... ........... MoidllCIOi. 

MJ- ■ ..... Mr.~{Ma)M.., __ ,,...IO[m,1 .. 1 __ ._ 

u.,......-,. ... - ......... -. ...... .,. ..... ""---.ol• .. u,_ • ...,....., ...... .,..,.5-ya_........., __ ._ .... 
_,a,,1,1 .. _...., .... ..,..~_.,..,. •• ___ , ...... ~ 

~ .... MalllDllllldi.-•-"- .................. Al-poonllll 
- Ma,...,dllNll)'IIIINIWil'IF_._. .... _,.,.b,shdaK_....,.•illl 
... a.i.,_..,.otf.a),,c.W.locn._fll,...,_111bo8""''IC-,.aC..., 
_.,..,.....,.,rlio...W,oo•--l•••"""'1111tiaolUlllbwl---.Nllrp 
Cfow.lfll-·lllld-111*•-.YhaAio.-dr'll•P')'W........._W... 
•-Ma-U.W•'llollf•-.•-.....,.,..i111te0doo.,..__fll'"-.aptlllll 
.... i.,.._.ty_..llcl' .......... Maa., .... lraly ................. .,.... .. .._. __ ....,.. .... ~--....... -. 
..,,.., ............... jofwfl.,_ ...... , ___ .,.. .......... ....,. • 
.............. ,.,..i,c,..wia1 .... ~ ...... -'-" .. in,,I,." 

.......,. ... .,....i,tyia1-, ....... ..._.fll..,_h'_.•MaAh 

==-~~....=ly-:,::,_:.!,7:,u-::.~...:.·111-= 
i-..,_..MMI.Af .. 4o)lllwfM•oloci-dlllobrldllllWll"1"'llilo111 .. P<~· 
DoyF_f/l,Apnl2006,.,.Milht..,.,...ofdiclloh6"1___,-r,(0 .............. 
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15. Epilogue 

Ha"°"'9 dncribed Eun)Jle's elitbor11te Nineteoanth Century conquestS in tht 
aiuntrlUofthe,._Blsiro,thl!authorolThellcJeNiJeumetothl!foloW!ng 
cond"51on~theendolhlsbook. 

11----~bcal ........ diallbe-,cen,~ ........ -lolha•-ebffflvey.,.,. ■ 
fflln>llbltdllfflW,.-C-•"Mblitudbyw-,,-.Sul.cb-llDlthec:aee;ac-ol 
lbo:•alc:minvldmfnn~"•nn..1allulha,-.,b,nliblc10lbthelrl'altho,,then-. 
ThtMOllrm imam [U11btM01Wlll-domin,t,:d<kSffl oncllowlandl] .,.J theCaplle pr,CSI[., 
1Ml!!ffll>pM!h1jltillldlJ,n,llt!lrodlrnlitmlycnlmldlo:l•tlll')'nff"'ffl'-l1>Ui.s.-v:M 
leall11M1nhal:,1111n11ormi.,i.11a,eneV1:rbeierl~'~ 

This Is en ll'ldisputabll! fl!Ct, sine!! $plritual COl"lqUUUMre IIQt, end neverwlll 
be,ach~bylll"ll'M$.5oml!mlghtarguedil'rel'el'ltly,butthef;,ct.remains 
that. no m.ner how ronnldable an armed auwde might be, podceu of 
rt!Slstanee11ndokl UM!tlon5rernain .... ~ofEth!o91a, It wilSQllftn 
Makeda of SllbH (~) who sought Jud.Ille enllghtemnent and wisdom ol 
nerownfTeewll;twounarmedsoutswttoYl'OnOYll"thehPrt:soleunaot 
Axum (Ab:um)toOrthodoxOwfstfaruty;anctthehefplitssfugldwrelatfvl!S 
;,nd foiloWer1 of Muhilm!Nd who evoked the IYfflpathy 11'111 protection of 
N~usArmah. 

TIie Bal\6'1 conQU61 ol Ethiopia was no e.,cctption to this spiritual n.ile: 
Today,therels1Bah.61o:immunltylnEthloplethat1dtntlfiesltsbeglnnlng 
with the day when atonely and penniless SllhA'I pioneer from Alexandria 
errived unnoticed lrlAddisAbaba. 

Suchbel119thec.ase,ourbooktsofastorythathuneitherabeginnir19 
nor ,n end. Blni'u'Mh said that his Faith 1$ • llnk In the endless chain ol 
God's revelet!Onl to rn,nklnd - a prlndple known to BlhA'k as~ 
~tlol!. Mekeda, Frumentlus, la'Tat"', Mid Sllbri l'IM, In tact. written 
consea,th,e~olanendleud~sertno,ithespirltUaldestinr 
oftheKof'nolAfric.a.tneachofthesetPilodeSthetlmeMw:lllttof"swef'I! 
different, yet the theme was Invariably the ..me: ttHt lnvlndb'e ~ol 
God'sFalUI/ 

With V1!fV few partltulars ,11v,1111able In historic.al rec.ords rt9ardlng the three 
~,werullsehowJuckywe•retoheveatourl'lngertlpsthl! 

134 1Uio,lhoJ:1ol~t.-1110Joy•f""""\-\e<ltlt•il 
1)5 M",.,ll,oA11i-T.W,, ... _o(lll<1"r.,bt!lol..__.,11,o1o,11WMo,.h,....,,,,•u,;... 

,.ctlt.MIWy,wi. __ ..,C-•,fl"'-,#-12-' 

"' 
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""nuteOl!Ulllsolthefourthandlatestone-thankstothetechnologyol 
thlt ege, wch es photog~ end tvcllo equipment."" The technology 
1"8lwilhdptopreser..-ethern,nut1Hofthenext~,ln•thol.lSand 
or ,o 'f"¥1' timem, Is left to OI.II" ~ lmaglllatiort. 

£eetiolthese !!pisoOes el5o ~ open untll thebe,J!fv,1119 of the next. 
111othel'"wonk,ilis~edover1ndover,eachtimeabefieve.-l)IIINI 
1t1etewel offlllth to eriothel"Wllllng soul. No wonder then that, in •dNr" 
~ to the pe()ml!trlc.al prt19re5slon through which the word of God 
11pllssedtrom ooesoul toll'IOthel"al'ld lromoneQl!fll!ratlontothe next, 
91t\6'uil61'1statedthelollow\ng: 

•~i,,erquicke,i.sane--11n 1hi,Cm1~111l,lib1.1nlaonequickeningall Ch• 
lll!l'r,lllftt.11,.,"'• 

Jnoeed, as these lil'll!s were being wrttten, news ~me from Syria that 
~ua ls writing yet 11nott,e,-91of'iouschaptl!r In the B~s legKy, Ind It Is the 
~ho9eoftMwriter1Nthewlffbeabl4!to~amore~ve 
acr;:ount.ofRalssa"sconquestsln1futurermsedolthisbook. 

Furtherlnore, thefl!ls elriQUefuturfllnthe BaM"iFalth, which ls the 
prwldple. that th!! material goes hind-In-hand With thespirffual. AcCOrd(ng 
to tNI pmdple, and as the Feith spreld1, Its lol~ are entrvsted with• 
iNty to transiate the spiriNII hni1 teachings thltthl!yleam Into tangible 
oeeds. Me..e, sabri will always be remembered n the Spiril\NII Conqueror 
d Ethlop(,11, since th!! &at,j1 Community of Ethiopia Ms decided to neme 
1/w"himoneo(thelnstltu<fonStl'l•twlt/transt,11tethespiritwlteadllngsol 
their Falth Into benefld,111 philanthropic. endeavours: Jlie sabri Development 
lnstitute.u• 
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Anally,oneofthe promises made by Shoghl Effendi to Sabrland RaJss. 
during their lut pilgrimage In 1943 might seem never to have been fulfll!!!Q• 
mentioned herebySabn'. • 

Thitpil~of19-ll.,.-.lbclut.ufo,MWCWrn:~hwNthelhlnlond._ 
~Umc.lremmiberthalweukcdwlH:thi:rwe"""11dbellllt111vi1i11heliolySJ...._ 
\r,f,aure.To,t,/-,~\\i1~-..l:"Yr,,.\¼l~yo.,~y,,,.<~;.,,~ 
Ablbo.lhcnp,u,eerlOaoolherDDll'IIJy,Aflcr)'OU fulfil ywr..,.;.,.lhcre,y.01will olu111 .. 
~ofanolhorpilgrirnaae." 

However, this promise was also ful"1I1ld: the two Eagles were never able to 
retumtogethertotheBa~1HolyP1aces:5abrlandR.!11ssabecameKnlghts 
of8ahil'u1IilhforopenlngDjlbootltotheFalthln 1954. On May 29, 1992, 
onttieoccaslonoftheCent.enaryoftheAscenslonofBaht.'u1Iih,a'scroll 
ofhonour'conra!n1ngtheMmesoftheKnlghtsofBa~'u11t.hWIISPlllted 
und«thethresholdofthe Shr1neofBahi'u11t.h. In effect, this was the 
couple'slastp!lgrimage,thusfulflll!ngtheGuardlan'spromlse. 

Mama ~Issa with carmel, Em~d &. Hind In O.mscus ca :zooo 

Appendix I 

Timeline: the Faith and the Land 

8ah.11'1Hittory 

1B17-81rthol8.ihll'u11,U1in1llkUr, 
nrarTeflran Iran 

1Bl9-8lrthof~8'bln 
Shlru Iran 

!84<4The&abdedaresHl1Ml11lon 
lnShlr6t 

1850 - Martynlorn oftt.. a,b In 
1llbrlilran 
1853- Exileof8aha'u11ehto 
Sagh<l•d 

!85S-l862-WhHeln8aglld1d, 
8ah6'u'll;!ih~VHlst:hebulkOlhls 
mystic.al Writ/~ 

l~3-&ahll'u1Iahdeclart,SH11 
Mlss1on10Manklndontheeveof 
HlsRCOndexlletoConstanllnople 
•ndAdrl1nople 

l868l!.lh;!i'u1i;lhlmprisooedlnlhe 
fort~ssdtyofAkk~lnPalestlne 

187Jllil~'u1~rf!Ye1lsHlsBook 
oftawsKltib-1-Aqdas 

ElhloplanHl~ory 1 

1818-Blrthoficasa,l&ter 
EmperorTewodros 

1855 • Ka,;.i,b«omes 
Emperc,r-Tewodrosll. 

1868· Tewodrosdefealed 
byeSnUshexpeclltlona,y 
force1ndtommitssulddeto 
a'IOldcapture. 

1872-Tlgrayanchleft.aln 
becomes Yohannes IV. 



1889&aNoullahvislUMOUnt 
carmctlnHalfa1I\CldlrectsHls 
,eldeStsonAbdu1-8aMtolhe 
spottwherelhemMlnsalthe 
Mb•retobelaldtoetemalrftl 
•l'ldtheloatk>nalfuwrt8ah61 
WorldCef'lter 

1889-Yol'lll\lleSIVk\11..:1 
whllefhJhtln9Mahdlstton:es 
,ndlsiu,cnededbylhe 
ltlngdSholi,~~ 
Empero,Henelt<II. 

• "'lllll• 
bll1t...-.lfrlendshlpln!aly 
wlthltllyatWuchale .. hk:h 
ltllyi!llltfltt(SUlllvif>II 
it•prott,etonteover 
Ethlopi,l.!thlopM,rejectl 
thlslnt~llon,i.ter 
renouncestheln!atylnd 

1889-AddllAbalY 
t,ea,mesEthlopi,l'supitll. 

1992-lWarlMalconnen, 
i.terl!mc,lf'Ol"Hlllt!5el~ 

f!""-c-c-c,===:,.-- ~~- fj.a- Goro, 

U196Nffi•ldthe:nrsteah'1 
pll9flmSfromtneWnt lntoAkkl. 

1111<1•17 World War I brt!akl, 
wlthAbdu1-eah,N!-lncar«ratfd 

=-~llef~tl,':= 
Palestlnlln 11117 

160 

18115-ltllylnvMlellthlopia. 

1896-11 .... lorca 
clel'ullClllytheEtniopl,ons 

:.~1i.:i, ='r!oo~s!le 
f1hlopla's~nc1but 
rttl,Mcont,oi-frltrff. 

Tur s,.,Ult.Ut ~unO,.~U R,,nu E.,_uj 

19"l•44S.twt,llllsN,ondthelr 
twochlldrenPf'O(ftdtoAddl1 
P,t,aba11y1narduousi.n<1Joumey 

~~~='i?r: 
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Appendix II - Ethiopia 6 Djibouti: 
History, Land and People' .. 

Ethiopia 
Ethiop. Is credited with being the ong1n ol nwl'lklnd. &ones d~ ro 
e.ntem Ethiopia date.bad! 3.2 mllNonye.rs. Tllerels nodoubtthilthun'lllins 
havefnhabltedEthlopjaslneethe:dawnoflllCJDrdedhlstory,u!ndicatedrl 
earlycavedt11wlngs. Jtlsthitonlysub•Sa~nAfrican nat.ioflwlthde.lr 
hlstoricalandcultvraltlestotheanclentwl'hlresoftheMeditemmean. 
Perhaps Nsecl on their naval e,:ploratlonsof•Punt• (probably a coastal city 
on the Red SU), the: Egyptians themlelveJ believed that their forebl!a~ 
wer1!Ethloplan,and..-.EtNo9111ndynastywasestabiishedrlEgyptln 
720&C.Vilriouslnso1ptlonsandotherreconl$indic.atethatthe:earteR 
EgyptlansdearlyknewolEthk)pla'suistence,butiltthilttimethelatter 
Wll5 llttle mote tf'll.n ii loosely allied netwQn o/kln9(iorns. No wonder, then, 
thatthl5bookrfliltesa modem time storyo/dosesplritualtiesbetween 
EthlopiilandEgypt. 

Ancient Hist~; Acalrdlfl!I to tnt(llt\on, the ~n nation was twnoed 
by Etloplk, great gnincbon ol N~h, and Axum (Aksum) was founded by 
Etloplk'S son, Aksumal. Quttn Mtkeda ol Sabeil (Sheba) would l'lilYe beer! 
, member ol this dynasty; she ruled a va$1: 11rea that lnciuded Yemen, and 
lnherrelgnEthlopianstradedwlthpeople:s115farasPalestfneandlndla. 
Makeda ventured to Jel'\ISillem to visit King SOiomon, by whom she bon! 
a son, Menellk(from lbn•al•Mollk, Son of the King). Thus wasestabllshed 
the Solomonlc dyna5ty, which tradition ldentllles with various lines 
amalglmiilted Into the dynasty that !'\lied until 1974. The Old Testamel'lt 
of the Bible records the Queen of Sheba's Ylslt to Jtf'\lsalem. Acawding 
to ~nd, ~ t, tM son of 1(109 Solomon Ind ttw. Queen of Sheba, 
founded the Ethiopian Empire. It Is believed thlt Menellk Ylslted his father 
In JeruSa1em forthrtt ve-1'5 Ha young adult, leilmlll!I the: MOSiilk law, 
and ret\lmed to Et"'°9111 with the Art ol the C-oYerwint. There Is, ~. 
noconcluJl\le~ofthls,orolthe.kwlshfelashapeoplesbelng 
dacerlcled tromJewso/Solomon'$tlme, and somescholil1'5 Identify Queen 
H,ke(la with Queen Bilkb of Sabeil (Vernen). Tht kingdom known lO the 
andent GrHks and Romans M Ethlopiil, ~ was In f.« centered ro 
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What ls now Sudan. IU a!)llills""flf'f! Na(IIILI a,o:v1,latec', Me.<'Ot. Ttw.ainditnt 
Aksum (Axum) Kingdom, anc.estor of ~ Ethiopia, w,s founded by 
5emlbc·spuklll!I Immigrants from southern A,a,b£a who lolnded In about 
1000 be on the northffstem Ah1can coaist. The,, establlshed INws on 
the northffll highland$ ol the Ethlol)l.n Platuu llnd tn:wn there HPllnded 
tollthwa<d. Alrum town (Abum), In the northern ni,ay region nf!o)r Adwa, 
- tounded around soo ec. tu economic Import.Ince, based on tn<lfl, was 
born during the ptolffllalc period of Egypt (330 8C) llndftourished With the 
expa,nslon of the ltoman Empire. Roman cMtlzabon OtJtShone Greek culture 
for a time, but with the ,ts,t to pn;)ffllr'lflnCI! ol the Eastern (Byzantine) 
Empire and theam\l,ll olChrbtlilnlty, the Greeks again made thfll,r 
lnlluenai felt. 1(]09 Ezan, was r,mous for Chrtuiolnlzing Axum Kln9(10fn. 
The Axumlte Empire Is de$c;Jlt,ed In the Greek chronlde l'!eliplus of the 
Ancient SQ, wtlttetl In the ftrst century, and by the~ author Hanni, 
who two centuries lilter con5klered It one olthe world's great emplrn. 
The Empire ~ed with Arni■, lndlil, Rome and PerJl.1, ilOd 1t5 peopl,I 
5POke a language aollecl Ge•ez, written with the Silbilean alpha,bet. Their 
grMtat ar-chltectunil legacy ls their dlstincttve rrw:inotitNc g~lte IOYfefs. 
ThoughGreeklnftuenceswerecertillnty e'Adent, Aiwrngradl.liilllydeveloped 
Into ii dvlllzatlon in Its own tight. With the support of the Patriarch of 
Aloandf1a,theAxumlteernperorcalebfought1...,.ag,;nstJew!s.htnc1ers 
~tolonlsuln'l'tmenlnADS2l(Sl3CE)lnresponsetothe~ 
ofO!r1stla111thett, lmpo:slngEthloplanadmlnlstrabOl'lforatlme. By the 
"9hth cefltury, with Muslim Influence growl09, Ethlopiiiln polltlcal lnl\uenee 
on the Arablanl'enlnsulagradu,Jlydlmlnlshed,thouqh Ethiopian tr.1der5 
continued to reside there. The Axum!tc Empire Itself spread southwa<d 
lntotheAgewreglonanClthefltolasta,andthlsledtosqu,bbJeswlththe 
peoplesofthesc,reas. 

M~leval History: The Ethiopian cutt1.1re we know today m,y be wkl 
to date from between the ninth and elfl'Vflflth centuries, coinciding with 
Ax1.1m'I polltk:al decline. Jl.ldaiRn and I.Slam grew to be powerful forces 
In Ethlol)la. The Felasl'lil ()twist,) qvun Yodit, daughter of tt,e quasl
lfl9enClary Gideon, led • datl'\lctfye expedition against Axum around 
980. It Is belleYed INt ~ Yodlt'5 CIHth, ii Christial'I king, AnbesM 
Wudlm, retvmed to AxlMTI to .-ore Christian control. The Zagwe dyrlasty, 
first INIMd In l..1sla, emtr{ltda,oundthls time. MolnyolEthloplil'lrodt 
churches at Roha (now 1..11ibewl) Nte rrom the rei9n o/ the Z119we kll'l!I 
L.alblla. A oomoer ol fortresses wen .t5o erttted dun,g this era. King 
Yekuno Amlak aKended the throne In 1270. His origins ;i,re uncerf.lln. The 
KflbreNe9eSt(TheGloryoltheK1ngs),01'1ColEthi0pia'smostlf'l'IPOtUlnt 
hlstorle5, decrtMS his Nne's SOlomonlc dHCent. The story of P'!Utt' John, 
ii legenoary O,rtstl,n !'\lier ol Ethiopia, added IU:Ster to the soiomonk 
fTIOnilr-cht'l'\lle, lnthefourteenthoentury,Empe.-orAmdilSl'fO!'ln'llldfll 
Mrlousel'rortatexpa1\$10n,annexlngterritoriesandconsolld•t1119tMM 
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Into Im Ethiopia whlo::h more or less conformed to the boundaries of today. 
Todoso,hesuppresse(lethnlcmovementsandnrmlyestabHshedEthlopla 
as an Amharic and Christian nation. He granted a form of autonomy to 
reglonal rulersashlSfevdal vassalswfthauthorltyovergults, orflets,and 
accommodated Islam. Zara Yakob, born In 1434, was one of Ethiopia's most 
remarkable rulers. Renowned tor his Intelligence, he further developed What 
hadalreadybecometwofundamental lnstltutlonsoftheEthloplanstate 
--Chrlstlanlt",/ and feudalism. He a!so Instituted a nt.w cap,ita\, at Oetire 
BlrhanlnnorthemShewa.ZaraYakobexpandedhlsrealmlntoEritreaand 
established tenuous dlplomatlc ties with several European monarchs. With 
Portvguese help, the MU'Sllms, led by Ahmed Gra,gn, were again suppressed 
In ~543. This didn't bring an end to the hostlllties, but It certainly lfmlted 
senous uprisings. Portuguese and Cathol!e Influence became greater. In 
1632,theEmperorFasllbanlshedmostforelgnersandptacedtheOrthodox 
Church \fl \ts pos\tlol", of primacy. F~\\ resloed at Gonder, which he made 
Ethiopfa'scapltallnl636.ltremalnedsofortwocenturles,andape(lodof 
prosperltybegan. 

Rec::ent History: In Ethiopia, the title of "emperor" literally means "king 
of kings." By the nineteenth century, this role was essentially $ymbollc. 
Kasa H11yla, crown.ed Emperor Tewodros II In 1855, sought to change this 
situation. Though widely respected, Tewodros was II ruthless and eccentric 
ruler whose ;>Olicies were not universally embraced In Eth1opl11. As the 
consequence of a two-year delay by Queen Victorlil of Great Britain In 
replying to a letter Tewodros had sent, the Emperol'" Imprisoned several 
Britishofflclalsat Makdela(Magdall11).Alldlplomatic11ffortsfalledtosecure 
their release. In July- 1867 a military force under Sir Robert Napier was 
dlspatchedtoEthlopi.,tofon::ethereleaseoftheBritlshprlsonim;.Landlng 
3,000 men at Mulkutto on Annesley Bay on January 7, 1868, Napier led 
his army_ on a man::h of 650 km (400 ml) auoss the mountains, aided 
by dlssat,sfled elements of the population, especially In Tlgray. Tewodros, 
his power waning and his army dwindling, set out for Makdela to meet 
the British. The mountain fOl'tress was captured by Napier's fon::e on April 
13, 1868, and Tewodros committed suicide to avoid capture. The erttish 
then withdrew from the country. A war of succession followed. ln 1871, 
Emperor Thkla Gl0f"9JS was defeated by the ruler of Tlgray, Kasa Men::ha, 
who happened to be his brother-In-law. Kasa Mercha was crowned Johannls 
IV In 1872, but his authority was challenged by certain regional leaders, 
such as Menefik of Shewa. In 1878, he sl;ned the Leche Agreemenl In an 
attempt to regularlie thepolltlcal relationship between emperor and princes. 
Unfortunately, thlsdJdn'tpreventtheattemptsofoutsldeforcesto-d1Ylde 
and conquer' EtNop!3 by negotiating with the varlo\ls princes. Ethiopia's 
rolelnEuropeanpotitlcsresuttedfrornFrenchandBrltlshfnfluencelnthe 
region. Ethiopia was one of the few territories which had not become a 
European colony, and Jtaly, a newcomer In the colonial bon110za, soon made 

Tl11ISPIIUTIW.C,,...1J1,,msOFS,,IIJl/{.IR.,1,wf;i.w, 

Its designs known. Unlike Fr1'nce and thti United Kingdom, the Kingdom of 
1raly, formed by the forcible annuatlon of seven,I Italian monardllrs In the 
1860s, was not a partlculariy free or democratic nation. Despite a shadowy 
constltutlonalstructure,controlofthegovernmentwaslnthtihandsofa 
klog who appointed senators and most mhiisten, and even determined 
foreign poHey. The Italian n;1t1on·.s army and navy lflft. much to be desired ln 
terms of \udershlp and genen1\ battle readl-, a situation that changed 
I1ttie with the passing decades. NeYertheless, tl"lf! other powers found it 
eCO<'IOmk:llllY convenient to allow Italy to act as their unofl'lclal surrogate, 
especially If this served to curtail France's occupation of British territories 
or vke versa. Italy recelVfld Massawa from the Br1tlsh In 1885 and occupied 
several Red Sea ports In 1886. Italy defended Its acquisition of these coastal 
territories on the basis of securing thrse for trade. Johannls was all!ed 
with the Bnt\sh ln the\r war against MaM\st forces In Sudan, but attlltkecl 
severaloftheltaflan',larTISOnSduringaserlesofbattleslnl887,and 
usually won. His troops were repul$t'd at saati ln January, but destroyed a 
force of 500 Italian troops at Dogali the next day. In March 1888, when he 
lrd a force of around 80,000 Ethiopians to besiege the ltallanfortatSaatl, 
the occupiers refused even to leave their refuge to engage the attackers. 
lnMarchofthefollowingyear,JohannlsdledasaresultofwoundslnHlcted 
during a battle against Mahdlst forces and Menellk II, negus of Shewa, 
succeeded tilm as emperor; Born 1n 1844 as Sllhle Miriam, Mene!Jk II Is 
oltenconslderedthefouncreroftheEthloplannatlonasltexlststoday, 
havlngsuccessrully unltedwhatwereprevlousfyseveratdlsparateregions 
and peoples. This resulted from conquest as well as appeasement. He was 
king (llfl!IUS) of Shewa fTorn 1865 until 1889, when he became Emperor. 
The rapid modernisation of his nation was Menelik's greatest domestic 
achievement. Menellk II tlad moved his capital to whal was to become Addis 
Ababa. A rinderpest epidemic; spread by cattle Imported DY the Italians 
broktioutln 1888. lncombfnatlon with II seve:redroughtand an Ina-ease 
In thelocustpopulatlon,afamlnedevelop,ed thatwastolastfouryears. 
Continued feuding among fthtOplan princ~ did littfe to help matters. In 
October 1889, Italy- unllllte:rlllly decfared Ethiopia a protectorate on the 
bast~ of the Treaty of Wec;hale, Into wl\lth {taly had Inserted a clause not 
Present In the Amharic version of the document. (This seems Incredible In 
theannalsofd!plomacy,butlnfactltallanforefgnpollcyoftheperiodowed 
muc:htosuchtactlcs.)lntheevent,ltalyhadalreadysecuredcor1tro1of 
Eritrea, to which Ethiopia's own dalms were less than absolute. But Menellk 
hadtounlttihlspeoplelfl"lf!wastoconrronttheltallanthreatsua:essfully. 
This was a gradual process lnvolvln',I extensive technological modernization 

I 

u much as pO\\tlca\ ma~r,g, Wt he was eventually able to n1l~ a 
l.lrge, well-armed multlethnk army or 100,000. Outside Ad"'a (or Adowa) 
on 2. March 1896, Menellk II Pfl/"SOnalty led his army to defeat ao ltal!an 
1111(1 Eritreanforceofarouncl 15,000 troops, ofwhlch11thlrdwer1actu111ty 
Italian troops. The Crisp! government fell and the Italians retreated to 
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Erttre11. Henelil,; continued the mo6emlz11tlon of hls country, There w
mud'I to be OOne. Wider lntroductiOn of electrictty, r11llwil'fS, telephooes_ 
Khool5, hol9ltl,1s 11nd pilYed r0MI - ii few of his ild'lleYements. Tho~ 
Its ruler WH AmhariC 11nd Oristiiln, fthlo9'11 boHted •bsolute rellg'°'-9 
ffffdom. UpGl'I his doth In 1913, ~lk wH~ b'f hlsgnmdSOI\, 
IYHU, who reigned only briefly. lynu WH OYerthroWn With the support 
of the Crown C.oundl In 1916. Mel'llllk's dilughter, Zilwditu, WU crownecr 
Emprep In 1917, the ume ff« In which the r11llrOlld from the poft al 
OjiboutltoAddlsAINlblwn~ld,wlththeyou"ll'fllf11riMilkonnen• 
regent •nd heir IIC'pllrenl. Kin to Menellk, 'fllfilrl WH the son of M11konnen., 
cousin ilnd Mh'lsor to the lilt!! Emperor. M11kotlne:n Will to NYe succeeded 
the Emperol' but ~sed him. Tllfilri Milkonne:n, born •t Ejilrsa GonJ, 
ne11rHilr.;lnlB92,exe~c:ondderlll:l/f:lntlueooeat(l:)IA"t.Hel:lec.amt 
Kl"'il of Shew• In 1928. Follow,"'il the dHth or EmprftS LlWdltu ln 1930, 
Taf1ri Makomen was confirmed as Emperor by the Imperil! Cmwn COOncl 
and ascended the Throne H Halle Selilssle I, a name whcl'I muns "Might 
of the Trinity.• Like Henellk, Halle StiaUle WIS known M ii fefonnel" .... 
modemlzer He rtYIHCl lhe c:oostlMlon and SGughl 10 brin;a Ethiopia doMr 
10 the European style ol mon.w-m,, 11nd gowm,nent, I~ Yillk>la 
IOCIII wdare orograms and ltt<tffll)tl"'il grDtll" ul'liftcltlon ol Ethiopia .. 
dlYefW,peoples.1twas11tl'll$1.1r91"'illhiltElhloplajolnedtheleaguer:I 
Natlonsln19l3,hrit011outll"ffils&IYefY. 

Wor1cl War II: It was Ethiopia's role In the Secood Wor1d War that defined 
thenatlon'11dentltylntern1tlonallyfCKthesecondllalfofthetwentletll 
century.Thelt1llanslnv11dedEthlopl1on3Cktollert935.Justprfortotlie 
fall of Addis Abab• In early May, the emperor, his start, and part of whit 
rem11lned of his 11rmy, re1reated Into •~lie, stopping briefly to pr11y at one 
of Elhlopla's f11mous rock churi;hu. The emperor addressed the League cl 
Nations on 30 June. Hls lmpaSlloned plea fCK the Ubenitlon of his people II 
now famous, and resulted In llrnlted tnde sanctions against Italy, but ti.,. 
seve-alysrsbef«-etheworidrespondedln1ne1P«t1Yewar.Hea~ 
ltallan·blcnd fO<'CH murdef'ed the monks of the Debre Utwlos ~ 
andexecutldArd'lblshopPelrvs,PatrlarthoftheE!NoplanOrthodllll 
Churdl. From the seat of his goyemment In ville In a.th. England, t:111 
Empef'orSOU9ht lntematlonll Support, with no lmmedlllle results. HoweYII< 
Jtilly's dtdlraUon of war on the Allies In June 1~0 and it$ $UbseQUfd 
selzurt of 8ritl$h SOf'Nllland two months ~r, p1Yl!d the war for AIMIi 
mmu,ry assistance. In earty 1941, Halle 5ellssle and his ln:JOl'S arrived• 
Ethiopia with the British. 'Thi! empen:,r re-entered Addis~ on 5 l'WII, 
1tveyurstothldly11fterthecap1ta1'scapturebytheltallantroop5.01'11 
ol Halle Stilule's fl'5l Kts was to ensure the orotectlon ol lta~an ~ 
and dvlllafls In his ctornlnlons. In I 1947 truly, Italy ildcnowledqed II 
wrongdolnglnElhloplaand~topeyreo,ratlons. 

"' 
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fthlopla tod1y: 'The pOSt•W&I" yurs witnessed the eml!f'Ql!fU ol 
enl1Qhtenedandeduc.atedEthlo9iangeneradon1th1tbroughtrnodl!mltytt1 
the tOUntr"l''s urb¥1 arus, and put Ethlo9l, In the fOfffl'Ont of Afro's post
~ndence lNderihlp. Addis A!Nlbl rivalled other African business W'ld 
poiltlcal Cll)itals sud! as Clllro, Nairobi Ind )ONMl!Sburg 15 home to plfl• 
Afr1(an Ind lnl~ or;.n!Utlons Ind an air tran'5()0rt hub, Yet., al'ld 
.slllsthecasewtthlhifdWOr1dcwntr1ft, NnilEthloplil remained 1111,vety 
untoudled by the muntry's urt>an mo6emlsatlon 11nd development. tn 
Fet>Nlry 197◄ students, ~rs. ind soldiers be91n a series of strikes .ws 
Oemonstrallon'ithiltculrnirlltedonSe:Plember12, 197◄,wlthtru!depo$iti0n 
of Halle Selnsle by member$ of lhe armed forcft. Placed under MUSI! 
ilfTfll,H11lleSl!lassledledthefollowlng~arlnrnysterioosdrcumsuinces. 
Mudl of the post•war progress was wasted In tM 25 Yl!ill'S o( ideologkal 
andethnlcdYII thiltfollowtd: 1 strifelhilt \Jbeill!Yedto have lolled 100,000 
In lost IIY1!$. During the Ame period, Elhlopla's sodo-economlc problen,s: 
w«e further oKl!fbated b'f , decide of droU;hl that culmlnated Into 
!he 1~ greilt Africanfarnlne, Ind the exodul ol the majority d mostd 
the country's educated llnd profll!Ulonal population to the Welt Ind ottw 
AMc111 counu1eslorenene,-p1stUl'ff. In ,_..I' 1991 themllitM}l~ IQs 
depOll!d 111d • natlonll tnlnsttlonal 90Y1!11'1fflenl was set \tP In Addis Ablbl, 
and a l)f'OY1slonal goYi!mment was ntabllshed In~ - a region !hat had 
bffnflghtlngfO<lndepenclenctfromEthlopilf'ormore.lhanthreedecldes 
urilef'.Afterareferendumlnl993,frttreadedlredltslndependll!nct,1nd 
Ethiopia recognized the new Erttrffn government. In lune 1994 Ethlopl1n 
voters elected represent.1t1ve1 to a COnsttlu-ent Assembly, cha,ved with 
wrttlng a new democratic constitution, A new constltutlol'l gnmtlnr, sped11I 
rights to different ethnic groups In Ethiopia was rilllfled In December, 1ml 
bec:11me effective In Aug11st 1995, In May 1995 ii new legislative body, 
the House ot People's ~ruentatlves, was elected, and ln August the 
Const11uent Assembly officially transfemid power to the new lfl9ls.latul"II!. 
TIie country was renamed the Federal Democtatlc Rel>Ubllc of Ethlopll, 
wltna"9ureheitdPreslderw;yandellecutlvef'fflnler$hlp.Thefedel'ationof 
fthloplal1currentlycornP05edofeleYen1t1tes. 

Land 

Wik,pil It thll! 1enth largest country In .vrtca, aNering ◄39,580 square 
miles (1,138,512 squ.tt kitometffl) Ind Ir; !he ll'IIJCK COl'lStituent of the 
landmass known as the Hom of Africl. It Is bordered oo the north llnd 
IIOftneHtby Er1lru, onlheeast by Djibouti andSornalla, onlhe 50Uth b'f 
Kenya, and ontheWll!:stlndsouthwest by Sudan. 

Thia centnil plateau, known as !he highlands, Is sum>tJll(led on three ikles 
byc1esertwlthaslgnlftcantlylowerelev11tlon.'Thl!plate1uisbetweenlill 
Uiousand and ~ tnousal'ld fleet 11bove sea level, with tne h/gMst pealr 
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The Greil 11.1ft. V1Uey bl$ect$ the centrll platffl.l. The Yliey exl:etldf; 
soothwutthrvuththec.ountryandlridudestheOanaluC>epresslon,I 
oesettconui1ningthelowettdrvp01ntontllee1ft.lllnthel'Nglllan<1115 
Like Tarwi, the 10Urce of the Blue N•le, wh~ suppliff the gre,t majonty or 
watertotheN1leA;lverV1lleylnEgypt 

People 

While Ethiopwls ,,. l)redoml111ncfy Hf9rold, the more modem ~ 
arenot.1 Sll'!jle rKIII orettwc,roup, 1 r1ct reflected 1n thedrVffllty 
of tlw IM!guages. In the yor- 2000, the popullbOn - approldlT\ltely 
61 miHIOri, with over e,gllty ditferwnt ethnic 11roui,5. The oromo, Arnlllr1, 
and TIIJrUns ,ccount for more thin 751)8fttnt or the POPUiation, (JS 1'. 
JO 'Mo, and 10 1'i raoKtJvely). Smlll!II" ethnic groul)I k'ldude the Soma•: 
Gu~, A/tr, Awl, Wflamo, Sidimo, Ind Beja. The U1W11 population II 
estl1T11tecl to be 11 'ii, of the totll population. The rurll ~nd population 
Is co,npowd or IT\lny IIOfTlldic and semi IIOfflldlc peoples. The nom.a1c 
peopift WISONJly g1"11H: livestock, ¥rlllle the: Rmi IIOll'llcllC peoples ani 
subslsttna, farmef'I. The rural ~ economy ~ bawd on ,grialtture 
1ndli'lfltodt-ra1t1n11. 

Thereareelghty•slx known lnd,genous languages In Ethiopia: elghty•two 
spokenandfourexUnct.TheVHllT\l;,ntyOfthelang~spol(enlnthe 
country can be dass1nec1 within tlv'ee famll~ or the Afro-Asiatic super 
language family: the Semitic, Cus.tlltlc, 11ld Omolic. 5em!Ut·l1ngu11gl 
speakerspredomln1nt1y Uve In the highlands In the center and nortn 
Cus.tlltl(:•llngU19f speakers live In the ll19hl1nds and lowlands of Ult 
south-central region H well IS In the north-centr11l 1te1. Omotlc speakffl 
Hve Pft'(lomi111ntty In the touth. The N1lo·Slh1ran supe,- i.nguage f.tmlly 
iCCOUntsforabcWt2percentofthepootJlatlon,1ndtheselanguages1re 
spokenneartheSudanesebonierAm111rklllsbeenthedom1nant1nd 
offlclal~forthelHt tSOyurs. ThesoreadorAmhlrlchasbeefl 
strnngly l!nl<:ecl to Ethlop!ln nationalism. Engl1s.tl 1$ the most~ spol(lll 
foreign ~e and the langu19e in whk:h secoodarv sctiool and univeNlt 
dassesatttaught.frenchbhelrdOCUSIOnallyln.,.,Uofthec;ountryne¥ 
Dj1bovtl, forme'1y frendl SOmiWlnd. IUlliln all be heard on oa:a,IOII, 
part!CUlalty1rnongtheeloerty1ntheTlgreregion 

There NS been ,.i191ous treedom for centuries In Ethiopl,I. The ethk)pll" 
OrthodoxChurdllstheoloestsub-s.hiranAfrbnd'N.lrth,ll'lcltheN1' 
mo5qUelnAfnQwasbulltlnthellgre~ Cl'ln5tllnoty1ndlsilfl' 
have c»ul5ted peacefully for hundreds of yeo1rs, and the Chnsban lungS d 

'" 
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EthloPII gave ratuge to early Musllms ln the lifetime of Prophet Muhammad 
during their persecutlOl'I In 50uthem Arabia. It ls not uncommon for 
Chr1stl1ns and Musl•ITl5 to visit each other's house of worship to weli: health ~-
Djibouti 

DflboutlltlnnotthultAfricl,ontheRedSOcoHt,bofderedbyEritrel, 
Ethiopia, 1nd Somiltl. AS It It kt\OWn today, Djibouti was cruted by ff11nce 
In the late 111ntttenth caf1tUfY dunng the c:olono1I Knimok! for Africa. In 
1977, It became lnckoendenl ,n.m- lllvlng been I protectorate 111d cob'ly 
forfl'IOl"ethan1century. 

HltlOf"'f' 

DjibouU'I history has bNI'\ lhapecl by the lnlrQte ltl6tlonS be\ween the 
lsw-Somill 111d the Alar. kfort: the cdolllll -· ~ were nomadic: 
paSlOrll,sttand u-.der1,and were pOllllelllyhighlyOf9ini!ed bulhad no 
st•te·formlng tradlUOn. The Afar had ~doms and four 11.1it.nates. When 
theFrenct11n1vtid,1bout75percentofthetemtorywHlnll1blteclbyM1r 
l'IOITllds. The Ina had a decotntr.11.ted polltlcal org1nliatlon bawd on dan 
loyalty, although therulerofZella, 1 ir.dingceMeron the:SomlliCOlst, 
had great lnfluerice - them. 

FrancetrutedDJ1boutlas1colonv1ndsupe1""•lmposed1central,st1tite 
structureonloelll)ISlOnllsoc:lttlesDjlboutln1netlonderlvaltsldentJty 
from Ill tlrlteglC ioc.tk1n 1nd the economic: _,.,pom,nce of the port. IS well 
as the 1splr1tlon1 of Its two m1ln ethnic communities that have ~ated a 
social contract within the context of the 5t1te that allows them to maintain 
theltlndependen(• 

"'"' 
Djibouti lies In a hot, ind area of the Hom d Africa. Its 1re1 Is 8,960 square 
miles (23,200 squarw kilometers). The soil ls rocky 1nd s,My and lies on 
vok:lnk:llyeB. lnthehotind humiddimate,ntlnfadisverylow.Moltof 
thelOMlsnot11.1,u,bltforagt>CUltufe,andonlyaboul:lOpen:et11:1SuseCIIS 
past\lre. The~tlonconslstsm1tnlyolc1esettshrubs1ndacaci,trffl. 
There ,re only I few petdlH of pereMlal fornt. The tradltlonll mode of 
life was nomadic pastonlisrn, In which sr.tt bordtr'5 were not recogntzed 
FlshlnglntheRtdSOprovldes1bmlled~oflncomt; homeult\.-ek 
posslt,le only on a small 1e11t. The 8ly of~jourl ":'ts Into the c:ountrY 
from the Gulf or Aden. TIie ternln ls IT\l!l'lty • desertlike plaln wrtl'I some 
lntermedllte mounQln ranges near Art.I and the eastem bof"det; There ii 
one actlvevaluno. Thtrt..-e 5easonal streamsltwll: now toward the HI or 
lntolhttwoS1ttlikes.AplftfromOjitloVtlOty,thecaprtal.rldlargeUrti.A 

"' 
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Cfflter, thete ,re • ,~ ffllllll toWl'IS: lWjourl,, Obock, Dlkhl, All Sabiet,, 
;a,nclYobold, 

Although the~ holds most d the llnd, Ufbln llncl on be owned 
prtv1tely. Nomldlc: pUtOrlllsts control lhelr" b'IMlitionll pHture aJ9S 
ttof"OU9h ~om,ry r1ghts. 

SbteaMll'Mph: 

The1T11jor1tyolDJibl;lutl'lpopulltlonlsfOffl'litdbylhecountry'stwo,n;a,tn 
ethnlcgroul)l,thelSM·Sclm;a,MendtheNtr,whlchdevdoPtdSMredldentlty 
,nc1 ~ CO!lldousneu based on SO<III incl cultu111l llmilartUIII bet'll'een 
origlnlllly nor'l'lldlc•PHtOfll populltlonr; 1h11 spffk rellted langu1ges, 
adhere 10 19Yffl, Incl P\IN I Wly ol W.. The WHIUI brought by Djibouti's 
SoNl)Oft:SunMSthtlnhabklnts, whoslltrethe ldH ofbelng.nlslll'ldol 
Nllllve1Ublltyln1wllll.Jl1~t0n.Thenumt.rollSM1nclGadibursl(the 
third llrgest group, tho 5on'IIII) grew llHdlly In the lwentleth century 
beclUM olln'Wl19'iDOn frVffi Som,111, The IINk 5on'IIII (lboul I) pet«nl 
oltMPQ9Ull(lon)llsoorlgin1tedlnSOmllll, 

The country did not expenenc.e 1ny ~ clvll w1r, Ind compromise 
hlsSNll)edthelifeotltspeople. 

DJlboull'li 1999 census ltU the pol)'Jlldon 1t ,bout 640,000 ol ettinleaay 
dlvel'$t lnlllbltanl5, Including Europe.i,ns (ITll1nty French) ind Arlbs (mlllnly 
Yemenis). The-re Is I llzablt community ot Elhlopl ■ ns ind refugees trom 
fn'tree end Som1ff1. Mort thin 1'11Jf IM popufetfon fives In Of/bout1 City. 

Ttle main lncll9enous l1ngu1ges 1111 Af1r Ind lsu-Somell, both of Which 
btlongtolheCustittlcllngu1gegroup.Ttleoffld1ln1!1on1lllngu1gesare 
french,wlllctllsuiedlned1.1t,11tlon1ndldmlnlslrltlon,1ndArlbic,whldlls 
spokenbyYemer\11ndotherArllblmmlg111nts. 

Tntheurbancufturt,trklltlonllsodlllnclQllti.nlfuturaotthtlndlger,ous 
popolltlonstend to fuse Ind O"Hlenewfonnl. In the countryside, the 
her'derl'-"' mlgf11tlonl Ind ~-bon:lff croultlgs ol N1r, ISSI, 1nd 
Gldaibursl ~ $how the rnollllty Incl frN UMI o/ 191Ce n«e:sslry 
forlhe5Ul'Y!Yllolhum1n11ndherds.Thesepeoplthlvellutslndfl.lrnit1Jre 
ltlllcanbeen1typ,,cked1ndrnoved. 

Desce'lt Ind h,mily 1nc1 ethnic group mtmbenhlp remain lmportlnt in the 
conclusion ol lTllrriages ;a,nd in family life, ~lty in the COUntrySide, 
where rttu,t,s wound 1T11nt;tge Ind klnlhlp are ltlll wtdely otl$erYed. Af1r 
have• tnldilionll preference for petrilltenll crtm-cousln tnlffilge; the lssl 

T/.:SlurrvM,Ox,,Q<Nr10,S-1CSR..11UF.u.n 

llnclotllerSOmalls1,.lasstrlct. There ls9111T11tAl';a,r-Lss;a, lnt-rriag,e. 

In dtln, members o/ exten<led f1mlllb often ltve IQ9tther ;a,nd proylM 
mutuail support. hstOl'llists 1mong the ISM, Al'lf, Incl Gadlbursi NW! Ind 
m<M1to9tlherlnutendedklngroups,MlCOmplnledby;a,Ulef;lndldopted 

--
A notable social feature in Djibouti is the consumption of the light 
narco11c leaf qot, which it imponcd from Ethiopia. Q■ t i1 consumed 
recrcatK>n■lly by virlu,lly all men, preferably after lunch . .,..hen 
aovcmment offices and work come IO • standstill in lhc midday 
heat. The weed is also used in religious Sffl'iccs, allegedly bcausc 11 
cnhancc1 conccntnition. dcl•ys sleep. and muics the appctilC. 
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IHihlyylh Kh,num'1 Audience with (mperor Halle S.l1ule 1 at the 
Grand Palace In Addl1 Ab1N, 16 October 1'69 

•0n July 2Jrf, 1969; Wl"Ote Mr$, Vlolette N1kh~¥ini, the companion and 
dlfOnider of Riihiyyih Kh6num's 1on9 and extensive travels in Afria and 
Asia,'"' •Amat\11-llltw RUhlyyill IO'linurn left her home In Kalfa, ind did 
not retYm lhlte und Apl1I •'"• 1973•. lAnding on August SW', 1969 ;,,; 
EntebbeAirportlnlJglnd,,,AUhlyylt,Khinumstartedthe'Grfft.Afrbn 
Safart'thlttooli:l-,throu9h1rduouslravetsandmostlylnherl968-
modelUlndAoYer;fromtheextremeEMtolthecontlnenttoltswestand 
fromltscentretotherno51:IOUthem/XIUl'ltJy.Attheonsetolthe.tuai 
time of •two yun,, lt'fte months lfld fourteen days"'., that she sper'lt on 
Atncansoil,1tter~thetlveeaiuntr1esolEMtAtrica,Uganda,Kenya, 
and ~•nil, she llnded .i Addls~'f Airport on 15 October 1969, for 
1 memonble visit to Ethiopia whefe she stayed for ll days that "had been 
packed with the most wonderful events·; dUMg wllid't ·s11e had 'lisited 13 
towns, cities and """9a and met with over 2,500 people... {and] had hid 
several press conferfflCa ind her visit to the member5 of Ethiopian royalty 
lladbeenbroadclstovertheradlo."''' 

In what Mrs. N•kh~v,l'lcontlOers IS not only the apogee ofllertnpto 
Ethiopia, butalso'the/119llpolntof ... (ller)'11$1ttothecontlnentofAfflc.a', 
RUlliyylh Kll,num hid lier audience with Empe,ror Halle Selassie I, on the 
dayafterllerarrtvallntllecountry.WhlleRUlllyylllKlljnumd!d110tlea11e 
usanaccountof1111,aodlence,wearerortunatetollavetllestorynarrated 
bytwoveryrellable1ndcarefulsources: Mrs. Violette Nakllja11tinlandMr. 
GIia Bahta. Reading of the two vertlons Immediately gives the fact that the 
two narrators did not compare notes, simply beause Mr. GIia Bahta wrote 
Ills recollectlon as late as 2004. However, a comparison by the reader ls 
quite Interesting. 

Having bttn In ~e of arranging tne meeting, GIia's focus was on the 
uoexpectedcimirnstancesofthar,ent(....tllchMSttmitolwlvekeptto 
himself), the equally unopected nor-royal treatment of the guest, Ills 
feelings ISi SUbiett whowlS made 10 sit In the presence of his Honardl 
lnlllolatlonof1ftrlctRoy1lpt01:ocol,and,lnpartlcwr,R.uhlyyihkhanum's 
decl5ion tolnvitellef'lelfn1 guestllllkhome. 

l41r,,,&.w.y,..s.,,,i.,.,,,_,,.., 
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Violette, onlheotMrhlnd,wasfasdnated bytheseriesofgate5thlt 
they hid to PJSI through to rudl to the Inner chamber$ of the Eml)el"OI'" 
theSITIIH roy•ldogthatsnlrt"ed1tthemandascertainedtnelrer191bllltyt~ 
makl!lheaucllence;thelmperlatJlonstlwltRutiiyylhKll.inumoecllnedto 
pat; the fumlt\ire a!ld Mttfngs of the meeting chamber and of co..-se her 
penonal mpmsions of the Emperor whom she saw for~ l\r5t llme •- 111 
bairl!lmatt:enlhltWffllQ)f'M)Of'lplacetoGlla 

eothof~,lloweveJ,spol,leoflheunUfUal9'StUreoftheEmPffl)r'#hen 
MbacleGilltosltdownlnhlJRoy1IP'resena!. lntheir5ilnil¥ttieslnd 
dil'ferencalhetwosioesofthestorySffllenthetwofacetsof•golden 
COll'l,e.choneoflhem ODfflplemenllng theothel: lt15nowleftlolhe reader 
IOddvelntolhetwoVffslonsand~for~. 

(1) The •udltlnc. .. Mrnteci by Mr. Gila a.1tm

l~[-,~ad-J-,..[•·nhE,ap,,m-HailtSema.J10 .. u.--, 
»-olMb01.1\cS.-Sod)ol..-,,db)'--S•• ...... -udicac,,olo, 
-"1-BlhlRohlY)'i)IKM,,-.-.HialmpcmlM..,-

"Ri,WyyibKWninlltheHcodolilleaaW"IW..-ldCom,1111maylhamlistsobo\111Mmi11q 
bclocvm."l11abonrcd,"Shc,1.i.,1IIOllblo•rite1"." 

"Ld me lhtn l'fpOf\)'Ol.lr ~toH11 lmperi11 M1jaty!" HelOld me •·hil~ I pro)'ffM!y 
MIAIIMNilnthewi.i1ln1Jounaefordic0111Cam,:. ' 

f"ially.lbc .... -.w,~ednlllol"-"I-Babi1DEdliopi,,-..A1AddilAt.baAirplwl. 

::::=-.=::.::.:r:.::e~~~-:.==='.:.ri: 
.,.__ ................ .w_.....,,a.y~. 

,,.,.._ .. _..._..IDlrm'Cilllo~A .... lhcNll-.ls,,.,..tAAanblyof .. _,
'-d..,._ .. A.-1-Blhlbc~■ •linlc ... Dl.n. .. -...-_ 
ol ....... .._. • ....._,,._,. .. NSAlor .. .._ol_.,.l!i.l.So•-
"-,_BIWadllia-all--_,,,..,...,__Mn.V.......Nallp,-'.,.,._.._.-.. 
.,. ......... ,....._~ ...... ,~-1-lbWadllia-~ ■ ay 
~u,a. ............ -~-.,eoi-6- ........ 
14<1 , __ _,,...,,.._~ ........... ___ _ 
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IJthouahlllep,olOe<!ldnnudtt!wtt.M<Nrd,~p.lHi1ian....,.illofflciaJmecti,,p.y,ec 
lpoutoflhcYclucle,YidlAmlotu'I-Bllli6andMl'$.l'<laklu•~ttJl,calOdthcre,andwnil l,e-lO~onclin(ormallhalhc:rnc1edtoth11J1atcmemin[nsl1sh, 
,o...,lhcMiniacfor111el'al1a.1inronno<11hcM1a,s1erlh111t11cpescU1illtho!e.andlhat 
the Jl,lllfds ~f'uKd ha IO~ .,.;11, the vfflic:lc IO die Palace Coun)'llrd for mo: -.ng. I •Why-r llcU1:l.;,aed. 
~cdbunlOtr~onknlOtbel),'M'dllopcm111cbevd11doc"1cnlrWKI!. 
·1.ett,,,,,..,.,..incoWPalac<lonfo,,,c"Hctolclme. "TIUIIUMO~lbe~IIIICIM...Ji,ns"lbeconlillum,~arctome.Bul 

c1,er,:...,_yBabfi"llinlbe00lWf)l;
.lflhc ii no1 al~ IOfflla" CM Pia« while ndm&locr "Cluclc," I replied. -i ,.,;11 lac ha 
back.- Atdoomdofcbemettmf.lhc~cmnkedhcrfor_,1111roElhiopll.-..dpayin&Him 

KilM&jntydi4-.aa&,-..-.WI.Amao&"I-Baliidooroldb<d._cdloemulbcl"llacc.wllb 
it...vdtic:lc.1,J1aboho-qudlimcd,._hcthfflbeMm,..-badspradlhcmlcarpt1--tlratmenl 
offered only 10 1 vuicq hnd o( m1e. Wha 11w MIEUIICr lllJWeml "No-. His Maa,esty 
UISlNClal"l)o,tJ"Alllllhlol•lllhosclh#"''m:.,lbe,.i.cc~thcm,d\lff'°"IOrecc,ve 
mimporta,u~uy. 

TbcP1laccpl"l..-cn,ftiqope-ncdlUIClllffllOlccbc\'ehoclc1alhccdjcoflhe~carpct.lDd 
amedown10opcnlbcdoo,fa-bcr.lc"'·"'1aigh1io-oadremcnoberfore>-.r!Ama11.>"I-B.t.i 
eamedoa11 llk• 1quem, dn,s,ed in .. hn• from hn,d I0IOCS ..-ith I be-tut)'R clcpocc Ihm 
suuekcvcrybod)'lfOIIIIIIL 

She. ,.-hilc b<U11 follo,.ff by Violette and mytclf. ,._-,Jk.td over lhc red tatp<'l1motheCoufl 
w~IH1M1jcsly,..-.s-."U1in1-Hco:raoi;cdlhcSC111m1manr,e,-tha1JMwouldA1"ff)'near -·~ 
H1v,n.111Pffil0d the Empm,r and intn>d~ he, comp&niori. Ama,u'Hbhi Jl(ll Ha!N'" and 
11-tlUd !he di,ciw,im by lhankin& 1hc: Emperorfo,mc,rt1n1bcr•lmo,11 lmmrdiatdylfterllhc 
ClmCColhcl'al.to,c. 

'"Your JJnpcriJol Majaty""shc ,aid. "I have11lway, bffl, ldmirin& of yow~ both as 
F.mpcrorandaman." 

Thmlh,cillrtcdnpl.aimnf:chclw..'lhith10eloqua,tlyllldbwll1fuJlythatHis~w• 
DPP)'and~"1dobaclclCmlNW.ThffllheE,r,pmwsunt<tpl,cingk11~ 

·11-inanyeahi"IJdo)Wbave111Etb10p1a.,..lli1Maptyenq,,lttd. 

"We 111,vc ---Amlllu."l·IWI' rq,l,cd in her UIUal .-..dora and humillly. 

14.S v,,__.1,1_-,1 ___ ..._._....,g._r..,o....i .. fo<o<•&u 
•A•-.M•.Oilo-.,--.•~•...W~,....._iu-dr_....,..._...._ 
- ............... -~---- .. o.n,..,..-..~..i;,,.,. io< ....... ..,_.,,_.__. __ MliolN_fl .. .,_.., 

"' 

...,_vnn...-d.UOV."U1111iowithdmr, 

ldrove-'-"l•Bah'inlbe-dopi6odNnnef10thellald,."'llilc1_of.,._ _,.... .. 
"'Ciil-t.-Amlllu"I-Bahi-,rhed me, --Yoa 111 ... M 11,,,user 

"ldohaw1hou..."l-.....-ed,'"lblovc""""prq,aralroonulilryo,,onclV~. 1'°""-.r. 
1"'"NSA6ri<>dedf.,.youlD.._.yin'lhc:t\M.•1111nylllher-sWffe.,....IObosl)Oll .. tbnr 
--
'"TbcA,-,,blyc:aanot orderme."Slle "'"P(IDdcd 11' ajubiWII ...,,.,.._ "'Take rT"'I0)"'III" 
houx!" 

I w., thrilled lo Lhtl IIUddcn dN:illlOII, .-,d looll Amlfll"l-Bahi and Mn. Nakhjavllal 10 my 
houlc. Tbua myfamilyudl lpetllCWIC •-«kin HaiverL 

Dwina Arutu"l-6allt"1 vi$it lo Addis Abal)a. 1M l)MI in!Cn$ive 1C11Chin& !alb 11 many 
impo,w,cp111Ca.'"Thctc ..... 11m!>ffl6ous"'SJIOIUCIOherlalksat,o,.llthc: Failh,llndmaQy 
lltWrpapN11V,1'01cabouclw:t. 

I wuabobicslal 10 ha\111 &rnnJi«I for ha v1si1 ioAsmara, whicb- then the capil-tl of 
CbeR.-ponolEri1m.Theao---olA--..bc1ni11&oodl'ria,;loflftiacmd.111:11:11.ol 
ll'eal_,.... pveAlllllu"l•&hJ lull f,c,edom IO 1C11Ck the Faith in l,is city. The ci1izens IOld 
0l'l'icwJofAlmln111'tffqui1einla"'elllldmlhef1itband1&oodd..iofre.:hin1!00kpi,ce. 

lri--, dM,Oovano,pf<:k>nd.r. _..., .... WO •I-' fiimdolmine, l$Jffll that s1M, 
""ould-ladccodlltw.full!N:ftfn,dybul-llOl•darint•bapcamA--..M 
htcouJc1aocfaceOondar",fuacicalclc,Jy.llcludhi1111LClf ........ YNit...iwllllldno1 
~hcr.llowever.lko,,pasition~b)'chcdCfl:Yhripcdlo.,.._ilheFliU.illOonclar. 
S.....C,-._,,.1cawn""lllbcrofGoadar-.pn:,rn1ne111pmplc~theFaich. 

146 .... _,..,.....,,..~ .. ~ ........ Mn.~-...... ..... ...i ...... 
....__,..____,, __ A<ldio _ _, .. _.,Elliiopo,,.d,ntQ.-....-s.i,,,ti.~ ... 



Moms11JRNw£.,,,;1,M 

At lbc Old ormi, historical v,s,t, ,._.,.Bahf. upr=i,d t.:r grea1 h&ppiDCU 11 m«tin8 lbe 

"""""· 
"Nowfba...,1bckC)ILOallofAfrie1!"Sbc:11D1cd.,.lll1•manlwbis_,"'1-"SIH!al$0rcq.,e,1td 
11510pnyforhlm, 

11,,s hi>IDric visit ofAmant'f-Bal,j ,....rued i wa~• offavatnble Ktivilin for the Fatlh, 
which coatinual for a long ti111e ~ in all tM plkel ofEth"'I"" and Eritrea 1h11 she ....... ~ 

Ubappcoedthat,""'ffld)'eanlatn"',l""ttlltotheHolyLandandhad!Mblcu.injofrn«tina 
A,nxu'\.Bahi,~. 

"V.~ happened ID Iha! manr Sbc immcdiaicly 1<kod. 

"I om sorryhedidll<ll embnathc Faith." I rq,lied, "lie lostWaoodchar>ceofhavinJ; lbe 
blMfllo(BaM'u'IIAh. 

41le KU1gofSamOI" I continucd "pupcd 1M oppol'lllllity . .,bile my r,fot1an:h missed it" 

411eKin1ofSamo&itjust1kioctSbclffilmcd."b!ltthtl111a111uodlul....,ighlon!Mworld. 
lllldbc~lbcFaithbc,.ou[dha...,m.a,Jcc1bi&change.0unnahuffign,lhedOf'IYlill 
Et:hiapl,.,ieldtd,~W.~onlh<.-." 

(2) TM ;audience II narrated by Mrs. VIOiette Naklljadnf1< 1 

The !up po<n1 of Ama1u·J.Blhf,'J .,.,.1 io EthKl$>i1, In f.-i LO Ille conuncnt of l\frka. -
tiff IUdlmcc wilh rn, lmpm1l M-,.,cy Haik Sclu1ic I on l& ~. The Chairman of1111 
NWonal Spiritual /\.JICfllbly, G,la 9lhca. • w,:11-kllowll lawycr in die "ty, llld ISbd for wt 
11Mli-andthcaa,ialconllnniitio,,ofi1onlyarrivcdthortlybrf,n.,•eldlowlKMolf,;ll'Ulf 
Pal-.TbeOnndhlaa:,.111hcofflcllllfficlenci,o(tho,Emjlff(lr-,dal,Qw~herecci__. 
h111JK',11...,...1e.Wehad1c,1otlwou&hX'>'ml111e1and~andwlilfor1wbilt 
unril Gila -i~ the~ frOID !be M.tnislcrofthe Court. 

Al laM..., miffed the Pal1CC i11elfmd.,.ill walled r .... JOmot 11meil11tmall ,,uecltl,,lbel', 
hwu,.hile,.ewerehm.!lw ■ saaalldov:,....ushtml~inwthoroombY• 
allttld■nl.ltlooi:.cdusuplllddo,,,a,milfcdiuusandthcnqui<tlyldl.Sooatflct,Mr.TIJ:h■I 
T-Tcfm■ Wo,que KidaQcWokle, thcOffi,;o o(thcCOIUlaadWOthc Minislcrc,/tlw 
Pai.,'-~~<>flhr.UIIPffill',aconed»',n\O• ......... <lnwio\itoom.\\"'
~lnditionofaoo.fOIWllc.w1eiul,&irope.,parlow, ■ndwas...,id,ntl1 

147 Maocprot.bly.dul•,si,-pi- ■ Ajltill91Jdwzldotl--.....lCoo,_.,..Mdd,Olfl" 
p<IOIIIIMaofM,.(iilt&hlalollN:Car-,.J8-do(O><mxllon.9y ... lio>elll<EmJl<f<"'ilad~ 
his.,__...i<lial.,mY,,"""'-"=-

t48 n.G.-""""""$op,i.111'1Ml 

Tli£SP1flmw.CO.\'QVU1t.OFSAMl&lu1a.46J.us 

ILSedmott11ianulforma1Jonr-..:cp1ionrwmandollicelhan11iaChambtrofSWc. 

fheEmptrorwa,1~bcfOJC,u,/\.1111tu·1.1W1ibowcdverylowlttOOlin&tothcEthiopion 
,nd,tion_ ■nd,.~followcd•uil.TheMinisteroflhrPa1roldus1Q<:<lffl<'forward ■ndshalie 
)lamhwiththcEa,p:ru~thisinvi~tn,nwasdinacd10R1lldyyih KlwlllOl ■ndmconly.Gila. 

who ..... aa.ElhiCljlian.&Ddthcwbjccl:oftbc~,wu.tMlli:alledfo(wardonddid"'lltlw:;,, 
his hand. Wbffl kidlll")'ih Klwu.uu look the Eml)ffl)f'lhand. all Wuid w11"YourM1ja.ly•. 
ul ~ rcv.,..,,1 ~. tkmotioned bef!o be sealed m one of the two tnnChanpiaced 10 the 
righ1ofhisanncbau,lw'dlysix.fcclawayfrumhun. ■ndlu1ne~110her.Hc~Gila 

l}ah!a lO 1,1 0Jlp<)Ci1e lwnoo one of ■ mw ofctllinapinst lhewall, the (anhe.t ffllffl hitseai. 
Th1t.,wcla!crlcamcd.,.-asqu11ecama,ytof.driop(ancustom11ithesubjectsdo-F1""'lly 
,Hinthcprescnoooflhcrukr, 

!! Wit evidmtly IO I:,., I Ewopc■11 ip1erv1,:w. His Imperial M'l)CSIY WU IUd, • f"""t"" figin 
that1descripri11111u:1rc.,Jye1Jkdfor.Sbon ■ndJ.lightinbuil1,hewa,1<>lltlmllldin&fisun, 

.. ·hmone,.'lli1nlu<~.AlthC!ughl>IShliramlbcardwcn:.urctJ<cd...;d,~,lliseyea 

...-c~brillianlllldllClfanlyfullc,flikAlld1~inlcll~.bu1111imc,1rcllec!,1111,urptUin& 
dcgrttofwarmthlndlindli,,ns/nlhomthallllc,wtdtbctoUIO(lh,1greu111111. 

Wh..,,. • .,,..,..,JQlcd.thcEmpcror,aid~ir,Amha>ctohi1StcrcwyorChamherlain, 
.,ho did all tho IIWld■untandwas1hc:OlherperJD11 il!lherwmwith\11. ThcOG!ytdditional 
cra1urc lbcrc "'• me lmlt 008 1hat we had iCCII eutier ln lhc w11un11 l'CIOffl. the Empfror'1 
d<lg.whtchw'5~DlllllOWtl~.TbcyWW..sw«tlla11hcdaif'cdstho:lffleffltyof 
1M Jll""IC. ■nd if be bark,. it,,, audience i1 o:ancclltd! 

The Stcrcwy rum,od lO Ruhfyyih KhMUIII Md Aid. "Ptot:ml". She 1t\trvi..-df IOld III ltow 
much 1hi1dirtt11v,:d1flOOnCffled1>et.unllOllndcd1111rwh■dcorncwith•pctmonor"°'"" 
kind. flul 11 iho: time thc lhowtd M algn ofbcins d,mri,td. Instead lhc -.keel 1f5he. 1111&111 
t•l'ffU "ml wu rc■ llylll btrbeut, 1111wnlly llld c,pcnly, ror ft wan~ ICl~U UisM~""IY 
howdccplyW•·11honolwd:llldmovrclbybr1n1...«>v,:dbyhim,Shclladtolmaadrlliml 
him, she Mid."• I K"" and '51 m1u" because°'""' "'•Y he had w,>du,c-\ed ~, ..... 1r IP ih,, 
f.«oflhcmanyui■l11ndhardship,ofhi1llfc,andbylhe"'lyhchadllveRQfflethna. 

Tim:111gho,n lhcft>li~llllerv>tw, ,.h/fh !Qledl NII hllf•llour. lhc sinurityandtrwdop41> of 
htrfttlin31fof1b11K111£•·C1tvny&Jl!)llrffl1.EYftlbel'Vc»tewualf«ted ■ umcs.for011e 
tould hCllr the IIIOO!ion Kl it. ,and 1hi, w11 ill no way bl 011 Ille Emperor. who, "'Nlev,:rd~ 
he had c~pttted, 111d fflllinly noc expected such 1i,,cc:nty. I think il moved bn 111C1. G!la 
81h1asaidbchadllf\"UNCn111¢EmpemraaU1fomlal,thr.1hc1tti«d1C1t,.,...,,oyiagthc 
mttnns '"'ithAmatu·1.~11nymuth. lndc,ccllhclffl&thofut11cho:~us"wldl«'ff 
\Oooru\m1\l\k.asll<~-111.mbcT"'"'fu\\ef~'f/ho~doob\bo,d~~fQrll\l 
.~..,liDR. 

Ahhnugh the~ b,e,., English quiu: well, 1<r thc fflCdl pan ho: addrcacd Rllhlyyih 
KJW!um inAmhmic.lhruugh hit Seo~. who --,Id ,t,.., lnll!llalC, pn,fu,1111 hit.-U 
,.llb"HislmP£11llMIJCH>'11ys".E~"')'now ■ndd,mlhcllmpmll'w<>0k1,:pak1feww;ink 



Munn Th.otNw EA,,•1.a 

\Ober b-lfin English, bulfindintdis,:w.sloa on phi~ awlmllOO~ic.ed, 
W<>Uldfallbec:kintoAmharic.O.oldlrlll'Mlh,11phcAldwu,"Ooyouha•-cma11yBahi'ls 
il'lffrf-,t"to'<ih\o.hR'1hlyyihli.hsllim<'f>\lri,~.Y-M~.-v,,1aided, 
-U....,_lhoproietllonofYourMapcy'1..,..• 

Thoft,._ccru,npoi1111th.U1M"'•lblt10e:.plalaclelrly,a1dlc~ubdhcrqu,esticm, 
Ind lulmcd 111mUvely10bcr_..._,AII .. 1JI, ii ..... quncl raurbt,k<.'OllvcnMion. hr, 
lheC(U'ltolllllsintrrvicw md111>--isllladcllctlOJIVCC11hcrlwrbol>IIIICallWOI' 
followlhi11EqUmCCol1hcscl'mllfU-ftMl<IUlll"'lfhfdhii.10~lbtt.lUICC~ 
IO~-oacollheClldiaalJll!KbiD&9ofa.ls6'1'llill.llc"'ould6nd001-
loyal_,obed>al1.ub:,rcliabat~lhulhellahl'la. \\'llathcbldll>Ctltionedlhr 
_.poooa1doan,;11:nt1iesollhefflbll'b.tl1SM1}ettylllll:dllilllinhu""""1rythen,•• 
ocnplrlt~oln'hpoll.lhllil"'•~ofbod,M----Chrisl-llldlhll 
~-,...•bo"'~•--hftto6o10 .. 'wllm,a1bc,....,..rilflP'll 
t11o, ..... olGodbetundlheuw,.,tollpCllk,lncltcd.lrocllp(Jkc111.,._,fullylndwilbRdt 
IOlaaalllalilWlllln"'CIIIIOnlO-.INlltodrplotcdllledi>'IIIVClpml..-,gn'I~ 
lt:lda's,lllldMOdlhalha_...,._IOpn>IIIOICUll1lyalld_,,..,._8nlCin&Sllhcm. 

Tbelltroc.,,wcliokClhin,JIKiw-aduttd."Whydoyoulhlnllhe1-clcflolthedlurdltll 
don't WMI IOIIIIIICr She wa111,pdytal.m ablod<, bul-·oml .. ~. _,11Ctlv.,11mplic11y 
Md ...... "YowM-.incy,"WAid. "l dunk dim m1ybc:r.,o,.._{i,rlhis,O....-IMI 
from ,.....,,bc:lld'lhal thrvilka1sc-lbc:only1nocones1Mdicm'on: m11$111tll ..,..be 
dcffflded..Thctceondm1y.,,,;ef,_lbiclaU'Cofpmontlp.n.loriflhedlff.,mu-"ud 
chwd""'•·m,,o,.,.;1c,tboJcindtn111,ptllllotclhe,r;obt."l1••11cthooeSl)'andttnodow 
lhllimprcui,dh,m.llhink. 

R(lhlyyihKhillumwu1blc10H1fonhml""idl&ng~•IMBalll'f~thaln'lig,onb,1 
nacw11l pt,m,1mffio11 in !his wOl'ld, 1 hfc prmc,plc thal will alwt)'l' ..,fold a, man m1turei1 • 
lhlsplaod.lhatallkcvcl11iomarcfiom0od.lhllBlhJ'u'IW.111bc:RcvcaJcrof(',od'1Failll 
fo, t1ws Doy, 111d I.hit lhne w,1111•·1)'1 be:. ill lhc luLurc. fwthcr ,..,foldmcllU oflhis: diVUIS 
1Mb.Sbc:WOS!raxdlhepo11>1lhlllherdlwom11S11llbconowp,lrtllpiru11hcpttJui:ticor 
oflhcalucalldqains11hci11,10111e, 

Wlrocn•e-\Olalcowlfav.,,Amatu'L·&aMaskedif...,mip,lpt-.i•JPftlOllislmpcrill 
~ ... il.,..only1modtlllOl!cnolhcr-.Shl:lllemlOOltfiommclhfsiMr 
bnl sh,,ud~ 111 silk. A)'ll!ldMIHI Lhcworbnanwpolbcr~'111811,-c 11114 
Pcr$ll.andbaod,,d iltolhes«r.lary. Toourlllrpri1e, bcm,ornppecl11arldpr-,,lld ~., 
lbc:~to--·ey,Wetherlbondlow.lhcEmpffllrapinlilooll:llandl.mdwei..:aol 
rapc,c!fmly-.di:thecloor. 

lU$1. a1 "'°C .-.d ii HD MIJftl)' -S-,elh ... 11> b11 Secttury. •ioo appr°""'1cd Rlihl~ 
Kw...,,.llldllklldhcfto-,11-.Al...,stoadlhm,,lltopa,,:dacabma-caiDII• 
wa!Ltootooa111Mandhandodit101bi~.who-...ec!Rmlyyil,""""""to.....--. 
Opmmcdltlnllllaoc.MohowalloalKpdmedalofhisCorollll-.11y,a&dlathc ....... 
111~1h,J1Dbcr,1101~of•ynnMICvaluci1.,,pnho.,,bia•a~Dfhd..,_ 

"' 

'n11.-Smrro,11 CONQll[ffl 0,, S.,111111& RAt.w El.l.ff 

1CllhlyyihK"'-nlttq,r,edilpiol4ly,lhankalhim.andwcdcp>rl<d. 

11Nolffided~--,Clllidnt<i•h\-~int'Vcry.....,.Wben.,.eld\llxrroo,n, 
dx, s«--,.KCOmpamed 111tolheowiokcloor. R.Wnlb KM,,11111 toklblln. '"foday my 
dorp dalll! nl 1 ,.,.i, olO-ff lhirty yan hal bom ful~lled. I hl.-c nttff 111,d ay ~ to 
,ntt11hcKinpMdPmidenis,~ .... addtd,-,,,.doilK1111lhlvc:1lH)'l..mal10-.M 

QutJideinlhcpnlnlju,la1-.-cweR~besocle•larJIC~•'bicblM:iutcdlhc 
IIIIPffllllionl.-llledll;(lhlyyih~irihcwtslledlOplllhccreo11nt.,a1tbey 
.weprmy-.Sh.laobd111~Ml'C'C)'dme)'alcvdloedathnllldlaid."No.lhlnk 
you.lhave,...lltd1-~l~•DH11lmpl!ria!Mljesly;ldon'wanll0bc 
-bylu,1-r' 

lllll~1~8&bl'lof"4d11Ablbl.Mr,Oaym:,Bclty.-tolhcbottl 
1PHIUihlyyih~-uprcnedhts-.whidlllcltwm-dloeeoldlces1tn 
Slht'ICOll>IIUlilyoll!lliiopi..TheM..-weiMIWllfm;"lha•-coom.lOlhat:youonbrhtlfof 
,alllbelkhll'la.Tod.yyouhl.,,mlmdlhelroclwyirc,aptawhodi.,._•·ldcopc,ibri<1n1 
Id. Today,lhou&lillrocrtsc-110•p,1oltnyclo.d&,lhcruoof0od'1pvc1Dddwbclulldelor 
Bthf,'u'IW. ...... bffll~,apo,,111-.lhlvt~andn'~,ved-." 

"' 
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APPENDIX IV 

The 1972 Case of Tanta, Egypt 

01.1rin!lthelongplooeeringcareerafMr.SabriEhas{19ll- 1987), 
heret1.1medtoEgyptlntermlttentlyfclf'pn!SSlngramllyandotherreasons. 
By 19S9 afl:e,-more tNn live years of untold hi,rdshlps In Djibouti, It was 
neces5ary for the fillmlly to ret1.1m to Eoypt In order for the children to 
attendthe1.1nlversityinf0ypt.TI'llswasbillrefytr'lrttyearsbeforethestart 
of a long period ol opp,uslon of the Batij'ls lri Mr. Sillbri's own COUfltry. 
The pel'S('(:\ltlon of the Bahj'ls ln fOypt took the fonn of disbandinq their 
spiritual assemblln, conllscaUng illll Bahj1 endowments (except Bahj1 
cemeteries) 11nd p,oscr1bing ,11 a.ha1 illCtlYIUl!S, by vlrwe of Presidential 
Decree 263 fcN" the ye,r 1960. A few yHrs later; the opposition HSIJITM!d 
greater and more serious dimensions. on Sl!Vl!f'illl occasions, ill number 
Baha'i$ who were mostly forme,- membet'I of the disbanded assemblies 
were11rrestedi11ndtakentocourtsonvillrioosfal5eacc1.15ations. 

8ecaU51! af Mr. Sabri's prolonged~ from Egypt, he was 
neither a member af its splrit1.11I illsstmblles l'IOI' was he on the list of 
Baha'is known to the illl.lthoritles. This kept him and his wife safe from the 
flrstthreewavesofperseo.rtlon that took place In 196S, 1967, and 1970 
respectively. However, after their 1970-71 pioneering trip to Libya and 
var101.1seoco1.1nterswiththea1.1thoritlesforvl5asandpassportextenslons, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ellills were 011 top of the 11st of well•known Bah.§'is. When the 
fol.lrthi11ndmostspectao.,l1rofillllpersecutlonstookplacetowardstheend 
of February 1972, Mr. and Mrs. Sabrl Elias, as well as thelrchlldren and 
manyotherdoseanddistant&ih,'frelatlves,werelncl1.1ded. 

The platform fM these evet1ts was the Town of Tanta, a pf1)Yindal 
caplta!locatedexi11ctlyi11ttheceotreoftheNlledelta,80kmtothenorthof 
Cairo. The c111ckdown wu mutermlnd,ed by a senior security officer who 
came Into Sfffflingty fal/01.1niblt. contact with the Baha'is at the beglMl(lg 
ofhlscarttr,blltprovedillfterwardstobeadedltatedenemyoftheFalth. 
Havlng failed lnaprevlo!.,sattempttolntlictthedeslred dami119e011the 
Bah.i1Comm1.1nlty (In the Town ofSUhaJ, Upper Egypt, 1970), he decided to 
dealanotherbiow.Hlsdatesofprefereoce011startlnveachofhisattempt5 
~s the Bah.i1 lnten:alary Days, known ii$ Ayy,m+~, which fall ~erv 
)'i!ar from 26 February to 1 March, just before: the beglnolng of the month ot 
filstlng. Hav•nv been trilnsfemtd to Tinta H tu ProVlnclail s«urtty Olief'•, 

149 niootll<a" ... .......,.,,_.iio11w ....... ,......r1:Efl,,.'•S...~~ 
-"-· .. ---....----.- ............ -·•r1:ft)?'. .. __ .,...,...._,.,,_,..._...., • ..,,,.,_..Hil.__,...,,2,_""6i,,,w·,.-

1111: Sm,mw. C.,,.."Q!.'Fnt OF S,mtl& R,mu F.1.m 

he sent his lnfom,ers In 'llllnta and the neighbouring towns to nnd the 
8"h6'fs and Hst their names •nd addresses. Since he had 11lready failed to 
prnve that the'Bah6'15 were e~ of the State and agents of Zionism', 
he tned this time to label them as 'heretics, apostate$, and enemle:5 of 
t~m•. To obtain the arrut warnr,l\t$, 'Htllch -..- gNen tvt an ~al\~ 
fanatkpubllcprosewtor, thischlefofl'lcerdid not need to find Bah,~iswho 
were .ctually eng,aoed In teilchlng their Faith. He simply WilS asked to 
provide the n,mes of Bah''ls wno did not deny their Faith upon their arrest. 
several other omcers and prison ofl'lcials joined the mastermind of this 
piot,ga.dlyoffetlngthelrfullsupportalldwellcontti"tmlde11s. 

After arresting the entire «!ult Bah,1 population In Tanta and the 
fll!lghbourlng towns, the plotters obtained the Mmes ol the Bah.i'i reliltlveS 
of the prisoner, who might be l\llng ln other parts of Egypt. The 11rrests 
went on for almost one month. Eventually the number of Baha1 prisoners 
became nlnety•three In total. "They wlft brought in chains by trains from all 
011er Egypt: from Alex,ndriill on the snores of the Mediterranean to Aswan, 
neartheborderwlthSudan.They111ngedfromtetnage1"boysandglris 
to llliJed men and women. While some of the defendants were alTI!Sted In 
thelt tlomes, ottw-s were slmpt,, the relati"es of prtsoners, v,ho v,ere, in 
rum, picked I.IP from the street$ of Tanta when they came to ln"estlgate 
the matter and s.ee to the comfort of their lncarce111ted kin. The 111.1mber of 
prisoners was brought to the welcome number of 95"', two mothers were 
allowedtobringalongthe!f"sucklingbabies. 

Mr. Sabri Elias was among those ilrrested dllring the second week 
of rollndlng 1,1p, His brother; Mr. Subhf Elias, who was bettl!f" known to the 
lll.lthoritlesforh!slongrecordofs.ervlceontheNatfoM!SplritualAssembly 
of Egypt and Sudan, and that of North East Africa."' Mr. S1.1bhf was 
lncldentallylnCilllroandco1.1ldnotbei11rrested.Mr.Sabriwasarrestedalone 
whlle at his home In Alexandria (120 km North-west of Tanta) and brought 
lo chains alld In se"ere winter weather to Tanta security heildQ1.1i1rters 
l)l!lldlng prellmlMry Interrogation. On Saturday, 11 March {1972), both 
Mrs. Ra,1s,sa and her eldest SOl"I Hussein came to Taflta to Inquire about 
Mr. Sa.bri and iff. to the. ~ o( using hl, hardship an<! al)POO\t\ng 
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a lawyer to defend him. Outside the security headquarters, they spotted 
alargepollcetruck~kedwlthseverall!ah.i'lswhowerethenescorted, 
under heavy guardstothePublicProsecutor'sOffice. Mrs. Raissa saw Mr. 
5abri among the passengers and, spontaneously, walked towards the truck, 
called Mr. Sabri's name and greeted him. She was Immediately surrounded 
by security plainclothesmen 11nd pushed Into the truck to join Mr. Sabrl. 
Hussein was watching from a safe d!stance, but It was only a matter of a 
few days before he was arrested In a similar manner when he was trying ro 
do!;Omethfngforhlslmprlsonedparents. 

Since the aim of the plotters was to collect as many Bahns as 
poss.Ible, It was easy for them to get the names of other family members 
andbringthem, lnchalns, toTMtaPrison.Safa,thesecond$0n,was 
then SCfV!ng In the Navy as a conscript. He was brought from the Navy 
barracks lnAJexandriatolllntaln averyspectKularand rough mamner. 
Carmel, the eldest ditughter; had been a resident of Ubya with her husband 
slnct her marriage the year before. However; Malakoul, the last born, was 
11 student at the Faculty ofRne Arts In Alexandria and was arrested and 
brought undCl"escort In a no less Inhuman fashion. A few days later; Mr. 
Subhl Siu walked !nto the security headquarters and offered himself for 
arresttothebewlldermentoftheofflclals. 

Wh!lenomentlonwasevermadelnthepressofthethreeprevlous 
waves of persecution against Bah.i'is, the plotters of lllnta started I 
massive camp,algn In almost all the Egyptian newspapers and magazines. 
The c.ampa!gl'! even spread to all the Arab countries without eicceptlon. 
lncldentally,$0menewspapersofthenelghbouringArabcountriespublfshed 
excellent reports In favour of the Faith and went further to wonder at 
thesteadfastnessoftheBaha1pri$0nersandthestrengthofthelrfalth 
throughout this episode. At nrst, the news of the arrests appeared briefly 
In the semi-official Egyptian newspapers, with a summary of the ln!tial 
allegatlonsreleasedtothepressbytheplotters.Accusatlonssuch.ts'tlle 
Intention of the Bah6'is to change the well-established traditions of the 
Egyptlansocfety','toundermlnetlleauthorityoflslamandbellttlethehlgh 
station of revealed rellglons', and 'thelrctoserelatlonshlp with the Zionist 
State'wereenoughtoinstlgatethepubHcoplnioroandpreparethemasses 
forthenextph.tse.Later,picturesofthemalndefef\dantsandadistorted 
version of their verbal statements were published at length, almost on a 
dally basis. 

Jnsldetheprlson,theplanwastomaketheoondltlonsashardas 
possible for the Bahil'is, In an effort to destroy their will and hasten the 
time of recarotlng of their Faith. No food or money was allowed to come to 
the ptl$0ners from whatever relatives remained outside. The meals offered 
totheBah6'1prisonerswerethoseofferedtoconvJctedcrimlnals. The 
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headsofthemaleprisoners,lrrespect:lveofthelr.tge,wasdlppedbareand 
they were not allowed to shave during the entire period oflncarceratlon. 
AH prl$0nerswereglven worn-out anddlrtycheap-linen uniforms. Except 
fortwooldandfl\msyblanketsplacedonabareasphaltfloor,noother 
bedding was allowed. Themenwereconfinedtolsolatedcells,onecellfor 
each prisoner, but the women were all crammed ln one large room w!th 
hardtyenoughspacetolledownforres(. 

lnsheel"VlolatlonoftheEgyptlanprisonregulatlons,theBah.i'/ 
prisoners were allowed to leave their cells only for about ten minutes every 
twenty•fourhours,wh!letheregulatlonsstatedthatprisonen;weretoleave 
thelrcellsfortwoone-hourrecreatlon periods every day. Such privileges 
were accorded to the Bah.i'[lnmates on paper only. Thejallerln charge 
was Instructed to record In his books thlt the 8ah.i'/s were taken out of 
thelrcel/sforthecustom,ryrecreatlon,whlletheywere,lnreallty,connned 
to their darlt and cold cells. The cells, which were ntted with oroe door and 
two opposite windows that were too high to reach, lacked window-shutters 
andelectrkltyandwerebarrenofanvrumlturee1rceptahardasphaltnoor 
andtwobuckets,onerordrinklngwaterandtheotherforsanltaryuse.Tlle 
Egypth,n wlnterof 1972 was or a record sevefityand the prisoners could 
hardly keep themselves warm In the constant draft of wind that would 
Oow Into their cells by day and night. one morning during the ten-m!nute 
'recreation period' which was spent In the bathrooms, Mr, Sabrl complained 
tohlsfellow•prlsonersthathehadtospendthewholenlghtpllcinghlscell 
lnthedarltness, lnordertokeepwarm. 

ToacldtothepllghtoftheBah61prisoners,theotherpri$0ners, 
who were Imprisoned for crimes such as murder; robbery, arid drug
peddllng, were ordered to Ill-treat them. To Incite the prlsoner5 further, 
theprisonoffida!scircul;1tedvarloustalsea!legatlonsagalnstthe8ah.i'ls 
andwarnedagalnstassociatlngwlthtnem. Inretumforuntoldlnsultsthe 
Bahil'isshowedextremeloveandrespecttoe11eryone.Afterweeksofclose 
observation and bewilderment, the guards Ignored the recommendation 
of the jailers and showed extreme friendship and affection towards the 
Bah.i'fs. 

After a few weeks passed the Impatient chief-officer .tnd his 
followers saw no sign of a concession from their dauntless prisoners. 
Someone came with the Idea of enlisting the help of the lulowledgeabte 
Muslim dergy. A notable Mus!lm clergyman and a reluctant Christian bishop 
andagroupofpressreportersandcameramenwerefnvitedforaface-to
faceencounterwlth the Bah.i'is.Atthismeetlng - whlchtookplacelnthe 
hospital ward ofTanta prison, watched over by the chief pn)SeCUtor, the 
Pri$0nCommander,andse11era!securityoffidals-therealstrengthofthe 
Prisoners and the compelling valldltyoftheirproofs became evident. The 
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questlonsaddressedtothedefendantsbytheclergywerequltesuperfldal: 
Mr.andMrs.Ell11swereattheforefrontoftheBIIM'is11ndtheystartedto 
overwhelm the audience with their mastery of Bah;ii'I proofs from both the 
Blble and the Qur•,n. Mrs. Ra!ssa went further and quoted m;my passages 
that she knew by heart from the writings of Bahil'u11ilh.'"' The meeting 
yielded no fruit except I ceremonial under•aimera pose by the Muslim 
debatershaklno hands wlth the reluctant Bishop who did not say II s1no1e 
wordthroughoutthedeb1te. 

To avoid any embarrassment of the same sort, the plotten brought 
further Muslim and Christian'" cief'1jlymen for s.everal more debates, this 
tlrnelntheabs.enceofthepress.Ghlenthechancetospeakmo~fT'ttty,the 
&aM'is Wen! able to end every debate vlctorlou1ly. At one dellate, whldl 
wu attended by the Prison commander, the Muslim clergy mentioned 
some of the phy51cal mlrades 1ttrlbuted to Proptiet Mohammed and asked 
the Bah.i1s whether BaM'uil.ih did such supernatural thln,;is. The Bahil'ls 
replied that one mirade of61h.i'u11.ih ls that he was able to unite both 
Chrlstl1n and Muslim believers under one new Faith. To this statement, 
the Pf1son Comm1nder said thillt the true ml~le would be If these BaM1 
prlsonen were able to leave the Prison, since ln h!s opinion they would not 
regalnlhelrfreedomaslonoastheyc;onUnuedtoupholdthelrFalth. 

Afewdav,1ater,thedayofthetrl11lc11me.Onthet<1thofA.pr111972, 
lnacourtpackedwlthpressmen,offlclals11ndotherpromlnentpeople,the 
defence111wyersm11nagedtorefut11thealleg11t1onsoftheprosecutlonand 
thesecurltyomcl11\s11ndobtalnedthereleaseofallthe811h;Viprlsoners.At 
the time of lmplementlng the decision of the court, the Prison Comm1nder 
preferred to leave the 11ctlon of release to his subordinates and remained 
at his residence. He did not have thecouragetodecl11rethatthe'm!r11de' 
thathedescrlbedw11sfu1n11ec11 
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APPENDIX V 

Sabri the Poet 

The fact that Mr. 5abrl EYas, in spJte of having t,.,d no fonnaJ education, was 
ag!~ed poet,islnltselfanexampleofthecreatlvepoweroftheFa(thof 
Bahil'u'lliih. For him, faith was a love affair. The moment he learned about 
the Bahii'I Faith from his unde, the late Mr. lblahim Abdu'l,Masih, and his 
brother, the late Mr. Subhl Elias, he became Instantly and permanently 
/mmersedlntheoceanofltslove.Atflrst,helovedtheFalthbecauseof 
the maglcalsplritual transformatlonlthadforhlstwomentors. Later; this 
love took. the form of a deep Immersion that grew more and more ;is he 
dlveddeeplntotheoceanoftheBahalWrltlngs.inddlscoveredthepeeriess 
pearls of the words of God. 

Sabri began to express his ecstasy at his new foond treasure In poetry. 
For this reason, most of his poetry dwells upon the praise ofGOd as well 
as his ador.itlon of the Central Figures of the Faith. In one of his most 
moving odes addressed to Persia, he extols the boundless Bounties or 
God's ManlfestaUon for this Age and laments the heedlessi,ess ancr cruelty 
ofthepeopleoflran. Anotherfavouritep,oetlcalsubJectw.istheTeollchlngs 
ofBah;fu'lliih,wh!ch Mr. Ell.isportrayedlnaveryslmpleandspontaneous, 
yeteloquent,s~le, 

Atthetlmeofthe passing ofAbdu1•Bllhilln 1921, Sabriwesa yo1,1th of 
ffl'teen who was still Investigating the Cause of God. later he had the tiwnty 
ofmeetlngShogh1Effendlfortheflr5ttlmeln1933,whenSabriwasa'ball 
offlre'emt>arlclngonaglorlousploneerlngcareerthat!astedthroughout 
his entire !ltetlme. He was to have the same privilege on two occasions 
a~erward5: In 1937uponhlsabruptretumfromE"thloplabecauseofthe 
ltallanlnvaslon,andln t9'12wlthh1swlfeFlalssa11ndthelrflrstbomchlld 
beforeretumlngto Ethloplaforasecondploneeringterm. lnthemajestlc, 
yetklnd,personofShoghlEffendl,theG1.1ardlanofhlsBelovedFalth,S11bri 
foundtheobjectofhlsadoratlon. 

Mr. Sabrlmlssedthebountyofsettlng hlseyesuponthepeerlessfigureof 
the Centre of the Coven.int, Abdu'I-Bah.i. Now, here he was, face to face 
with thellvlngGuardian of the Bahii'! Falthl At long last, he had achieved 
his long so1,1ght-a~er splrltual union with the beloved G1.1ardlan1 In his 
taped memoirs, Mr. Sabri spoke of his three pllgrlmages. He spoke of hoW' 
Shogh1Effendlhadtovlnglypreparedhtmforthetaskahead.Herelated 
the counsels of the Beloved G1,1ardlan on how he sho1,1ld teach, ernh;re 
co1,1ntlesstests, establlshsplr~ual assemblies, and choose a life partJler. 
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Sabrltoldus,too,ofthepromlsesherecelvedfromShoghlEffendlofthe 
great future ahead, and that he would always pray for h!m at the Holy 
Shrlnes.HedescrlbecltheJoyandgladnessthatflllecltheheartofShoghl 
Effendi when Sabrl returned to him victoriously from the first pioneering 
mission to 'Abyssinia' and the praise that the Guardian showered upon 
him. 

What Mr. Sabr( did not tape was the special bond that tJed him to his 
masterandtheobJectofhlsadoratlon. Hewaseltherhesitanttospeakof 
averylntlmateandspedalre!atJonshipthattiedhfmtoShogh1Effendlor, 
perflaps, could not find adequate words best to describe it. Fortunately, 
apparentlydur!ngastateofagreatemotlonalsurgeandalonglngtosee 
his Beloved Guardlaf\ for ariother time, Mr. Sabri le~ to posterity II very 
movlngandmostabledescrlptlonofhlsloveforShoghlEffendllnpoetryl 

lnapoemdedlcatedtoShoghlEffendl,Mr.SabrfeKpresseswhathedecllned 
to tape In his memoirs. Here, Mr. Sabri • who dld not see: his father whom 
he lost when he was stll! a suck.ling baby, arid later suffered the painful 
separation from his mother- conslde~ Shogh!Effendlashlsreal father. 
The poem explains how Sabri, betrayed and anacked by his elde5t 1,1ncle 
who was atthesametimehlslegalguard!an, found refuge and shelter In 
thepersonofhlssplrlt1,1a!Guardl11n. 

His devoted wife, Mr5. RalSS21 Elias, wasthesubjectoftwounlquepoems. 
He composed the lengthlest and most descriptive of these poems In May 
19781n0Jfboutl: lthappenedthatMrs.Flalssasuffereclaserlousaccldent, 
breaking her hlp Joint and pelvis and risk.Ing perm11nent dls11blllty. He 
rem11Jnecl In Ojfbootf whffe Flatssa went to England for major and deffc11te 
surgery that was arr11nged for by the Bahil'I surgeon Or. Nab/I Mustafa. 
Alone and desperately waiting for news or her, Mr. Sllbrl composed this 
poem.Tile!nsplratlonforthlspoemci!lmeatmldnlghtanddurlngtheearly 
ho1.1rsofthemornlng: hetapedhlsver5esastheycamelntohlsmlnd.Wlth 
unlq1.1eeloqu1inceandspont;ineoussfmpllclty,lnthesp11nofthtrtyver5es, 
Mr.Sabrlsummecl1,1pFlalssa"senUrellfeanddescribedhlsmatchlesslove 
anddeepappreclatlonforher, 

As!tlsthecasewlth poetry, ltisbetterappreclatedlfreadin theorlglnal 
language - Arabic. On the following pages some of Sabrl's poems are 
presentedtoreaderswhounderstandthlslanguage. 
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Alcum (Ak,um) 10 OnhoJox Clui11iani,y; and ,hr 
hdp!c»(ugi1i,·c rd,ii,·r,,nJ follo"·•n;ofMuh•m• 
m,J who <"ook<..J ,he ,yn11si,hy onJ prmccrion of 
N"15U• Arnuh. ·1hc l~h:i'l oJ,·cnr 10 fahio1)ia. ,he 
founhandlwmlinknf1hisch,;n,"·a1nooxccprion 
ond"·••rcluckyindcc..Jmhavca,omfingrnlj>j<hr 
mmmcde1.1il,of1hi,w1111,,.,,., 
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