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Holy Year, 1

ROM April 21, 1992 to April

20, 1993, the Baha’is of the world

have celebrated a Holy Year. The
urpose of the year according to the
Jniversal House of Justice, was special
eflection on the “importance, the unique-
less, the meaning and the efficacy of the
“ovenant established by Bahd’u’llah.

The Random House dictionary defi-
ition of a covenant, in the religious
ense, is “the conditional promises made
o man by God, as revealed in the Scrip-
ures”. The Covenant of Bahd’u’lldh is
et forth in His book entitled the Kitdb’i-
Ahd or the Book of the Covenant.

In the Kitdb'i-’Ahd, the means for
naintaining the unity of the Bah4’{ Faith
s clearly laid out. Baha u’lldh unequivo-
ally wrote: “When the ocean of My
resence hath ebbed and the ‘Book of
VIy Revelation is ended, turn your faces
oward him Whom God hath purposed,
Nho hath branched from this Ancient
00t. The object of this sacred verse is
ione other except the Most Mighty
3ranch (" Abdu’l-Bahd).”

The establishing of this covenant
narked a marvellous development in the
listory of the religions of the world. At
10 time before had the founder of a faith
o clearly and certainly laid out the
dentity of His successor. Christ did not,
viuhammad did not. For Bah4’is, there
vas no excuse for disagreement on who
vas to head the Faith after Bahd’u’lldh.

This meant that anyone who pro-
osed another leader of the Bahd’1 Faith
vas simply in error and had turned away
rom the instructions of Bahd’u’llah and
ould not be considered as His follower.
Chis simple truth has preserved the Faith
f Bahd’u’lldh from the schisms and

Baha'is from around the world attending the Centenary Commemoration of the Ascension of
Bahd'u'llah at the Shrine of Bahd'u'lldh, Bahji, near Akka, Israel, May 1992.
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divisions which have plagued every faith
from the time of the ascension of its
founder. The unity of the Bah4’i Faith
has been guaranteed. That unity is es-
sential if the Bahd’{s are to show the
way to the unity of the entire global
human race. Unity is the first teaching
of Bahd’u’lldh and His writings, when
followed, ensure it.

Another bulwark of this covenant is
the Universal House of Justice which
Baha’u’lldh called into being to crown
His administrative order.

’Abdu’l-Baha continued this unity
by establishing the office of, and ap-
pointing, Shoghi Effendi as Guardian of
the Baha’ Faith. He insisted so strongly
on acceptance of the Guardian that for
aBahd’{ to turn away from the Guardian
or the Universal House of Justice was
the same as turning away from God. In
His Will and Testament, *Abdu’l-Bahd
says: “The sacred and youthful branch,
the Guardian of the Cause of God, as
well as the Universal House of Justice,
to be universally elected and established,
are both under the care and protection of
the Abha Beauty (Bahd’u’lldh). What-
ever they decide is of God. Whoso
obeyeth him not, neither obeyeth them,
hath not obeyed God; whoso rebelleth
against him and against them rebelleth
against God.” There can be no confu-
sion on this matter.

The Covenant of Baha’u’1l4h and the
unity of His Faith which it has main-
tained has profound implications for the
future of the Bah4’{ community and the
world as a whole. There can never be a
war between one faction of Baha’is and
another. To be Bahda’is, both factions
would have to accept the covenant and
when that happens there can be no con-
flict. If one group does not accept the
covenant — they are not Bahd’is. The
inter-religious dissension and wars that
have plagued mankind will not occur
with Bahd’is. This in itself will bring a
great measure of peace to mankind.

And because Bah4’is are drawn from
all creeds, ethnic groups, races, nation-
alities and economic situations, they can
help others like themselves accept dif-
ferences in the human race as valued
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aspects, not cause for suspicion. This
side-effect will promote unity every-
where there are Baha’is. This is part of
the power of the Covenant of
Baha’u’llah.

The existence of this worldwide,
diverse but unified community is an-
other subject on which the House of
Justice exhorted the Bahd’is to reflect.
In the brief century and a half since the
inception of the Baha’{ era, the creation
of such a community is itself remark-
able. Has there ever, in the history of the
whole human race, been such an accom-
plishment? What other religion or em-
pire has united millions of disparate
individuals all over the globe into a self-
conscious entity? It is only through the
unifying power of the Covenant of
Baha’'u’llah that this achievement has
been possible.

It is often easy to see the few Baha’is
around and think: “Such a small number
of people cannot really be significant.”
But these small groups of earnest and
devoted Baha’is exist all over the planet.
There is virtually no country, territory or
island without some Baha’is present.

According to statistics gathered by
the Encyclopedia Britannica, the Baha’{
Faith is the second most widespread
religion around the world. And often
these Bahd’1s have formed their segment
of the Bahd’{ administrative order — a
network covering the planet. Such a
network has never been achieved be-
fore, nor does it exist now among any
other group of people.

As of late 1991, the Baha’{ world
community could count more than five
million adherents living in approximately
112,000 localities. There were 155
National Spiritual Assemblies co-
ordinating the affairs of more than 20,000
local Spiritual Assemblies. This com-
munity is spread over 167 independent
countries and 47 significant territories
and islands representing 2112 tribes and
minority groups. Such a feat has never
been achieved before in the history of
humankind in such a short time, less
than 150 years. And it is not slowing
down. Last April the number of Na-
tional Spiritual Assemblies increased to

165 and other numbers also increased.

This success of the Covenant of
Baha’u’llah in unifying such diverse and
wide-ranging elements of humanity is
also one of the subjects on which Bah4’is
were urged to reflect during this Holy
Year. Could this success have been
achieved without the power of
Bahd’v’lldh’s Covenant? It is doubtful.

The first Holy Year of the Bahd’'{
community had a similar meditative

Those people who
refuse to admit the
possibility of harmony
on this planet now
have proof that it is
possible. The whole
human race can live in
peace and diversity —
it has begun.

purpose. It began on October 16, 1952
and ran until October 15 of the next
year. The first Holy Year called the
Bahd’{s to contemplate the circumstances
surrounding the receipt of revelation by
Bahd’u’llah 100 years earlier, and to
rededicate their lives to His service.
During that Holy Year the first interna-
tional teaching and development plan of
the Bahd’{ community was launched. As
this second Holy Year closes, the sixth
international plan will be initiated.
There are many parallels between
these two Holy Years. Both have oc-
curred during times of major develop-
ments at the Bahd’i World Centre. In
1952-53, the Shrine of the Bdb on Mt
Carmel in the Holy Land was being
completed. During 1992-93 the terraces
and gardens up and down the mountain
from that shrine are being constructed.
Forty years ago the number of countries
open to the Bah4’{ community more than
doubled; now the Bah4’{s are witnessing
vast areas of the globe newly opened to
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the building of Bahd’{ communities
because of dramatic changes in the
political situation in Eastern Europe and
the former Soviet Union.

Around the world, special com-
memorative events have constituted part
of each Holy Year. The first major event
of the 1992-93 Holy Year was the gath-
ering in Israel of 3000 Bah4’is from more
than 200 countries and territories to
observe the 100th anniversary of the
Ascension of Baha’u’lldh.

In November, 30,000 Bah4’is from
around the world gathered in New York
to celebrate the Covenant of Bah4’u’11dh.
For 100 years, the Baha’i Covenant has
operated to preserve the unity of the
Bah4’{ Faith and propel it forward in
new directions and growth. It is to this
process that Baha’{s were to draw their
attention during this past Holy Year.

These two events, gathering together
in unity members of all races and peo-
ples, served to demonstrate to the Bah4’is
themselves that the unity of humanity is
truly possible. Never before had Baha’is
been able to see, in one place, such
dramatic evidence of their accomplish-
ments. Those people who refuse to ad-
mit the possibility of harmony on this
planet now have proof that it is possible.
The whole human race can live in peace
and diversity — it has begun.
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The Bahd’i community emerged
from its first Holy Year a truly world-
wide community. The results of this
current Holy Year cannot yet be imag-
ined. [ ]
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