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Definition 

Nearly every reference found in the authoritative texts to the Arabic phrase ‘Alláh–u–Abhá’ 
describes it as a greeting… 

“Greeting (noun ) 

1. the act or words of a person who greets.
2. a friendly message from someone who is absent: a greeting from a friend in another

country.
3. greetings, an expression of friendly or respectful regard: ‘Send my greetings to your

family.’ ”
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/greeting

“Greetings are often, but not always, used just prior to a conversation.” 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greeting 

Usage 

Let him, then, repeat six times the greeting “Alláh-u-Abhá”…. 
Bahá’u’lláh, PRAYERS AND MEDITATIONS (The Prayer for the Dead), p. 260 

The use of “Alláh-u-Abhá” in the East is, generally speaking, confined to a greeting. It is not said 
at the end of prayers and the Guardian feels that the less it is used freely in public by the Bahá’ís 
in the West (before strangers) the better, as it gives a very peculiar impression of us, and makes 
us seem like some strange Oriental sect. 

On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, PRINCIPLES OF BAHÁ’Í ADMINISTRATION, p. 16 



Description 

Concerning your question regarding the “Greatest Name”: The Greatest Name is an invocation 
which means “O Glory Thou of Glories!” The word “Bahá”, or “Glory”, is a reference to 
Bahá’u’lláh. The Greatest Name is a distinctive mark of the Cause and a symbol of our Faith. 
The term of “Alláh-u-Abhá”, on the other hand, is a form of Bahá’í greeting, and means “God 
the All Glorious.” 

On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, December 8, 1941; LIGHTS OF GUIDANCE, p. 266 

The Greatest Name is the Name of Bahá’u’lláh. Yá Bahá’u’l-Abhá is an invocation meaning: “O 
Thou Glory of Glories!” “Alláh-u-Abhá” is a greeting which means: “God the All-Glorious”. 
Both refer to Bahá’u’lláh. By Greatest Name is meant that Bahá’u’lláh has appeared in God’s 
Greatest Name, in other words, that He is the Supreme Manifestation of God. 

On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, December 26, 1941; LIGHTS OF GUIDANCE, p. 266; 
LETTERS FROM THE GUARDIAN TO AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND, p. 41 

“Alláh-u-Abhá” is an Arabic phrase meaning “God the All-Glorious”. It is a form of the Greatest 
Name of God…. In Islam there is a tradition that among the many names of God, one was the 
greatest; however, the identity of this Greatest Name was hidden. Bahá’u’lláh has confirmed that 
the Greatest Name is “Bahá”. The various derivatives of the word “Bahá” are also regarded as 
the Greatest Name…. 

Bahá’í World Center, THE KITÁB-I-AQDAS, note 33, p. 181 

History 

The greeting “Alláh-u-Abhá” was adopted during the period of Bahá’u’lláh’s exile in 
Adrianople.… 

Bahá’í World Center, THE KITÁB-I-AQDAS, note 33, p. 181 

It was in this period that the greeting of “Alláh-u-Abhá” superseded the old salutation of “Alláh-
u-Akbar,” and was simultaneously adopted in Persia and Adrianople…. 

Shoghi Effendi, GOD PASSES BY, p. 176 

The closing years at Adrianople were also marked by significant internal developments. The 
appellations ‘Bábí’ and ‘the people of the Bayan’ gave way to ‘Bahá’í’ and ‘the people of 
Bahá’; the greeting ‘Alláh-u-Akbar’ (God is the Greatest) was replaced by ‘Alláh-u-Abhá’ (God 
is the Most Glorious), although it ought to be noted that both of these greetings as well as 
another. ‘Alláh-u-Ajmal’ (God is the Most Beauteous), were sanctioned by the Báb. 

H.M. Balyuzi, BAHÁ’U’LLÁH— THE KING OF GLORY, p. 250


