
Lights of ‘Irfán

Papers Presented at the

‘Irfán Colloquia and Seminars

Book I I



Lights of ‘Irf á n

Papers published in Lights of ‘Irfá n re p re s e n t the views of their authors.

Re p roductions from this compilation are permitted prov i d e d
that the sources and authors are clearly indicated.

‘Irfán Colloquia
Bahá’í National Center

1233 Central St re e t
Evanston, IL 60201

U S A
Phone: (847) 733-3501

Fax: (847) 733-3502
E-mail: iayman@usbnc.org

Lights of ‘Irf á n
Papers Presented at the ‘Irfán Colloquia and Se m i n a r s

Book Tw o
Sp o n s o red by the Haj Mehdi Arjmand Memorial Fu n d

158 B.E. 2001 C.E.

Copyright© 2001, Haj Mehdi Arjmand Memorial Fu n d

Pre p a red by Trey & Lynne Ya n c y
t e x a s e m b a s s y @ e a rt h l i n k . n e t



Lights of ‘Irf á n

Immerse yourselves in the ocean of My words, that ye may unravel its secrets,

and discover all the pearls of wisdom that lie hid in its depths. Take heed that

ye do not vacillate in your determination to embrace the truth of this Cause — a Cause

t h rough which the potentialities of the might of God have been revealed, and His

sovereignty established.
— B a h á ’ u ’ l l á h

Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 326
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Pre f a c e

‘I
r f án* Colloqu i um compl e ted its eighth year of ac tiv i ties in the year 2000. Dur ing these eight years

a total of 32 sessi ons of the colloqu i um we re held in Europe and North America. ‘I r f án colloqu i a

and semin ars are held separately in the English and Pe rsi an lan g u age s. Dur ing the year 2000 a total

of 103 pre s e n tati ons on var i ous a s p ec ts of the writin gs of Bahá’u’ lláh and on topics re l ated to fund a-

m e n tal pr inci ples of the Bahá’í be l i efs or comparative studies of re l i gi ons we re made at these gat h e r in gs.

The main a ims and obj ec tives of ‘I r f án Colloqu i um ac tiv i ties and semin ars are to promote be t te r

unde rs tand ing of the fund am e n tal pr inci ples of the Bahá’í be l i efs, sys te m atic and deeper study of the

B ahá’í holy te xts, and comparative studies of world re l i gi ons in re l ati on to the Bahá’í Fa i t h .

Since its ince p ti on in 1993, ‘I r f án Colloqu i um has been supp or ted mainly by the Haj Me hd i

A r j m and** Me mor i al Fund, which is adm in is te red through the Bahá’í Nati on al Cente r’s Off i ce of the

Trea surer in the United State s. In 1998 a schol arship fund don ated in memory of Nadia Sa ad at*** was in i-

ti ated to facil i tate the par ti ci pati on of youth and people from fin anci ally less pr iv il eged coun t r i e s.

Li g h ts of ‘I r f án, Book II con ta ins te xts of pap e rs pre s e n ted at the ‘I r f án Colloquia and Semin ars in

the year 2000 that we re received for publ i cati on by the end of that year. Four of the pap e rs in this vol-

ume we re pre s e n ted at the ‘I r f án Semin ar and deal with the Bahá’í holy te xts: “An Intro duc ti on to the

Sú rat u’ l-Hayk al (Dis course of the Te mpl e)” by Moh amm ad Ghasem Bayat; “Tablet of Unity (L aw ̇  -i-

It ti˙ád)—A Prov isi on al Tran s l ati on” by Mo ojan Momen; “A Short Poem by “Darvís h” Mu ̇  amm ad ,

B ahá’u’ lláh: Sáqí az ghayb -i-b a qá bur qa’ bar a fk an az ‘idhár” by Frank Lewis; and “‘Abdu’ l-B ahá’s

C omm e n tary on the Qur ánic Ve rses Conce r n ing the Ove r t hrow of the By z an tin e: The Stages of the

S oul” by Mo ojan Mom e n .

A second group of pap e rs are re l ated to var i ous topics deal ing with mys ti cism and the Bahá’í Fa i t h :

“The Mys tic Cup: The Essenti al Mys ti cal Nat ure of the Bahá’í Fa i t h” by LeRoy Jones; “‘W h at I Want to

Say is Wordl e s s’: Mys ti cal Lan g u age, Re ve l ati on and Schol ars h i p” by Ismael Ve l a s co; “The Firm Cord of

S e rv i t ude” by Theo Cope; and “The Hum an Inte ll ec t: A Bahá’í -I n s pired Pe rs p ec tive” by Adr i an John

Dav is.

The last three pap e rs deal with var i ous subj ec ts re l ated to the pr inci ples of Bahá’í be l i efs and the

Fa i t h’s re l ati onship with other world re l i gi on s: “The Chain of Proph ec y: Pro g re s sive Re ve l ati on as a

T h eory of Re l ativ i t y” by Za id Lundbe rg; “Pe rce p ti on Into Faith: A Rad i cal Dis con tinuity Wi t h in Unity”

by Will i am Barnes; and “Ke ys to the Proper Unde rs tand ing of Islám in The Dis p e n sati on of Bahá’u’ lláh”

by Br i an Wi t t m an .

Beginn ing with this volume a new sec ti on, ti t l ed ELUCI DATIONS has been added, con ta in ing in for-

m ati on and expl an atory notes and comm e n ts. The first item publ is h ed in this sec ti on is “‘Poin ts’ and

‘L e t te rs’ in the Wr i tin gs of the Báb” by Muh amm ad Afn an. We lo ok forward to receiv ing add i ti on al sub-

m is si ons for this sec ti on in the fut ure.

These pap e rs present the views and unde rs tand in gs of their aut h ors. The te xts of the pap e rs are pub-

l is h ed as prov ided by the aut h ors without further ed i ting; therefore, they do not follow the same styl e s

or schol arly approac h e s. They are publ is h ed in this volume accord ing to the alph abe ti cal order of the

n ames of the aut h ors. Ab s t rac ts of all the pre s e n tati ons made at the colloquia and semin ars are publ is h ed

in separate book l e ts.

I raj Ay m an

C h i cago, March 2001

* ‘I r f án is a Pe rsi an-A rabic word refe r r ing to mys ti cal, theolo gi cal, and spir i t u al reco g n i ti on and knowl ed ge.

** Haj Me hdi Arjmand (1861-1941) was a dis tin g u is h ed Bahá’í schol ar of the Bibl i cal studies and a prom inent teacher of the

B ahá’í Faith in Iran .

*** Nadia Sa ad at (1956-1994) was a young Bahá’í de e ply de voted to studies in the Bahá’í Faith and promoti on of the Bahá’í

teac h in gs.
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