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will to all mankind’. Today the same song is being chorused
from Mount Carmel and Beirut. May the whole world catch
the spirit of the music, that harmony may take the place of
discord and enmity be turned to peace.
Bayard Dodge, former President of the American
University at Beirut, Syria
(Baha’i Youth Bulletin BE 115 : November 1958)
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Key to Abbreviations

Baha’t Administration, Shoghi Effendi, Baha’i Publish-
ing Trust (Wilmette 1968)

Blessings Beyond Measure, Ali M Yazdi, Baha’i Publish-
ing Trust (Wilmette 1988)

The Baha’t World, volume xviii, Baha’i World Centre
(Haifa 1986)

Dawn of a New Day, Baha’i Publishing Trust (New Delhi
€ 1970)

The Light of Divine Guidance, The Messages from the
Guardian of the Baha’i Faith to the Baha’is of Germany
and Austria, Bah4’i-Verlag (Hotheim-Langenhaim 1982)
The Priceless Pearl, Ruhiyyih Rabbani, Baha’i Publishing
Trust (London 1969)

Shoghi Effendi, Ugo Giachery, George Ronald (Oxford
1973) (Extracts reproduced by permission of the pub-
lisher)

The World Order of Baha’w’llah, Shoghi Effendi, Baha’i
Publishing Trust (Wilmette 1955)

Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Baha’i Publishing
Trust (Wilmette 1944)
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List of Words with Meanings

Where more than one meaning of a word is given, it is often
because at different places in the story, different meanings are

necessary.

abandoned: left without people

Abha Kingdom: spiritual world

abhorrent: hated by

abstractions: thoughts or theo-
ries without practical exam-
ples

accompanied: gone with

activate: cause to act

adamantine fortitude: great
strength of mind

adjacent: next-door

adjoined: were next to

advocate: recommend

aegis: control

afflicted: hurt, suffering

agony: pain

alabaster: white stone

alarm: worry

Allies: Western armies

allocated: passed on to

allotted: given

alluring: attractive

alteration: change

alternative: choice

amounting: adding up

analysis: summary after looking
into something

anathema: something to be
avoided

anguish: suffering

animated: excited

animated: moved

animation: eagerness
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anxiety: worry
anxious: worried
ardently: eagerly
arena: place
ascending: rising
ascension: passing away, death
aspect: feature
assert: demand
assumes: takes on
assurance: promise
astonished: surprised
atypical of: unlike
audacity: boldness
authoritative: official

Bahji: the House where Baha’-
u’lldh lived the last years of
His life on earth

bear relation to: have relation to

bereavement: passing

bestir: move

bestowed upon: given to

binding: to be obeyed

borne: carried

boughs: branches

bounty: gift

brief: short

brocade: cloth

burden: load

calculated: thought out
calibre: quality



campaign: plan

casket: coffin

caste: inherited rank

catafalque: coffin holder

Cause: the Faith (capital C)

ceaseless conquests: continuous
teaching victories

Celestial Concourse: souls of
the next world

centralization: bringing to one
point

chamber: room

chanted: sung

characteristics: qualities

characterized: marked

charger: horse

chastisement: punishment

chattels: movable possessions

chauffeur: driver

cherish: hold dear to the heart

clarion: trumpet

collective security: world gov-
ernment backed by a world
army

combat: work against

combatants: fighters

combined: joined

commemorate: remember

commenced: started

commissioner: government
authority

communications: ways of
keeping in touch (postal and
telephone lines)

compass: go around

compliance: obedience

comply with: obey

compounded: made up

comprehensive: complete

concealed: hidden

conceive: think out, imagine

concentration of power: bring-
ing the power together

WORDS WITH MEANINGS

concern: worry

conclusively: finally

concord: agreement

conditioned upon: limited by

conduce: lead

conflict: war

conjunction: in conjunction
with means in co-operation
with

conquest: victory

conscientious: moral

conscientiously: faithfully

considerable: fairly large

consolation: comfort

consolidation: development and
strengthening

constitute: make up

contrary: on the contrary means
the opposite was true

contribute: give

conversing: talking

convulsed: tight

convulsive: disturbing

coronary thrombosis: heart
attack

corruption: becoming impure

cortége: procession

crabs: sea animals

crave: desire

creed: religion

crowned: topped

Crusade: big plan

crystallized: taken on a definite
form

custodian: caretaker

custody: control

dazzling: shining

decade: ten years
decimated: greatly destroyed
declared: announced
decree: decision

deems: considers
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defiance: challenge

deliberating upon: talking about

depiction: description

deposited: left

designate: appoint

designed: drawn a plan of

desolation: disappointment

destined: appointed

destiny: spiritual future

detected: noticed

determination: steadfastness,
strong will

deviate: stray

devolve: fall

devolved upon: was up to

diligently: carefully and steadily

diminish: become less

disaffected: unhappy, no longer
loyal

disaffections: becoming no
longer loyal

discharging: doing, completing

discreet: careful not to embar-
rass unnecessarily

discretion: decision

disheartened: sad

disperses: scatters

disrepair: need of repair

disruption: disorder

distress: pain, upset condition

divers: different

diverted: turned away

divining: seeing

division: disunity

domain: area

drafted: written

drawn: brought

dunes: sand piles

dynamism: forceful energy

eagerness: excited desire to do

things
efface: remove
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effected: caused

efficiency: working well

effusion: outflow

elaborate: big

electors: secondary electors are
delegates

emanate: show

embellishment: making beauti-
ful, decorating

emblem: symbol

emerge: be born

enabled: helped

enactments: decisions

endeavour: try

engaged: taking part

enlightenment: education

enshroud: surround

ensuring: making sure of

enthusiastic: happy

enthusiastically: happily

entrust: give

entwined: grew around

episode: group of events

erecting: building

esoteric: only for people who
have special knowledge or
interest

essential: important

estate: property

estrangement: lack of former
love

evacuated: emptied

eventually: after some time, in
the end

evident: clear

evolve: gradually develop

exceeds: is more than

excerpts: quotations

exclusive: undivided, not shared
with anyone

excommunication: removing
Baha’is from the Faith

excursion: trip



executing: carrying out, doing

execution: carrying out, doing

exemplary: an example for
others

exemption: freedom

exercise full authority: apply full
authority

exercise: carry out

exhausted: worn out

expend: spend

explicit: perfectly clear

expounded: explained in detail

express purpose: only purpose

expression: look (on a person’s
face)

expressly: in so many words,
outwardly

exquisite: perfect

extend: make larger

exterior: outside

extraordinary: strange

extremely: very

facet: flat surface

faculties: abilities
favourable: suitable

firing: shooting

flasks: bottles

fled: ran

fleeting: quick

fluke: coincidence or accident
flushed: pink

fooling: confusing

fortitude: strength
fragrance: perfume

fragrant: sweet smelling
frustrate: stop, interfere with

garrison: fortified centre
gaze: long or steady look
gesture: sign

gilded: gold-covered
girdled: circled

WORDS WITH MEANINGS

globe: world

governess: teacher

grasped: understood

grave: important

grief-stricken: heavy-hearted

gullibility: readiness to believe
what a person tells you

Haram-i-Aqdas: gardens around
the Shrine of Baha’u’llah

hallowed: holy

hardly: hardly used means badly
treated

harmoniously: in a friendly way

hastens: hurries

henchmen: supporters

heritage: gift from his parents
and family

holdings: properties

homage: respect

horrified: shocked

hosts: thousands

humiliation: loss of dignity,
suffering

hydra-headed: with many heads,
which grow again when cut
off

idolize: admire or love greatly

illumination: light

illustrious: great

immortal: never dying

immutable decree: changeless
will

imperceptible: cannot be no-
ticed

implementation: carrying out

implications: effects

impressing: impressing upon
means convincing

incessant: never ending

incident: happening

inclinations: likings
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inconspicuously: without being
noticed

inconvenient: not easy

incumbent: a duty

indefatigable: tireless

index: sign

indicate: point out

infallibility: never making a
mistake

infancy: babyhood

infinite: many

infinitum: ad infinitum means on
and on forever

infringe: interfere

infuse: inspire

inheritance: wealth coming from
the family

inimitable: special

initiate measures: start activities

innermost: inner meaning

innumerable: too many to count

inscrutable: which cannot be
known

institute: start

instrument: way

intelligible: understandable

intense: great, strong

intention: aim or purpose

interpretations: opinions

interred: buried

intimacy: closeness

intimate: close

intoxicated: excited

invariably: always

inviolate: pure, not weakened

involuntarily: without choosing
by himself

irked: unhappy

irrespective: regardless

jurisdiction: control

latent: like a seed
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Latin Republics: countries of
Central and South America

limited: short

loathed: hated

lopped: cut

lull: quiet time

Mashriqu’l-Adhkar: Temple

machinations: tricky actions

major: big

manifest: clear

manifested: showed, revealed

manifold: many

mansion: large house

marble: stone

marshalled: organized in order

marvelling: surprised

Master: ‘Abdu’l-Baha

Mausoleum: Shrine

measure: step

mentioned: told

midmost paradise: centre of
heaven

ministry: time of leadership

minor: less important, small

miraculous: a miracle

mischievous: naughty

mists: clouds

mitigate: lessen

moat: ditch around a city or
building

modest: small

modestly: little

modus operandi: method of
procedure

mountaineering: climbing
mountains

Movement: Faith

multitude: large number, crowd

muster: gather together

Nakezeens: Covenant-breakers
non-denominational: general



nostrils: part of the nose

obligation: duty

obscured: made hidden

obviously: clearly

Occident: West

occupied: lived in

occurrence: event

offend: hurt

offending: harmful

onslaught: attack

opportunity: chance

ordinances: instructions

organism: whole body

Orient: East

oriental: Eastern

orthodoxy: sticking to the
accepted opinions

overbearingly: in a high and
mighty way

overwhelm: overcome, defeat

pall: cloth
particular: special
passenger: traveller
passionate: emotional
pattern: way
pending: waiting for
penetrate: sink, go into
penetrating: seeing well
perennial: never-ending
perseverance: steadfastness in
his work
persevere: keep on
persistent: continuous
pertaining to: about
pickets: pegs or sticks

pilgrims: visitors to a holy place

plucked: picked

plunged: sunk

polling: election

pommes sautées: fried potatoes
precincts: nearby area

WORDS WITH MEANINGS

preoccupation: thinking about,
thing to think about

prerogative: privilege

prescribed: limited

preserved: kept

prestige: high standing

presume; suppose

prey: victim

primal: main

primary: first

pristine: original

proceeded: went on

profoundly: deeply

prohibition: unwritten law

promote: help forward

promptness: being on time

pronounce upon: decide on

propagation: spreading

proportion: proper share

prostrated: weak

province: area or control

Qasr evacuated: Mansion
emptied

Qiblih: centre

quota: number

rapport: co-operation
rare: uncommon
realization: achievement
realm: world
reared: brought up
rebelliousness: resistance
recall: remember
recapitulating: telling
reception: eating and drinking
with friends
recognize: see
recommences: starts again
recompensed: repaid
recuperate: regain strength
referred to: spoke of
refurbished: furnished
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regal: royal

regeneration: rebirth

reinforcements: more soldiers

reiterated: repeated

rejoined: returned to

relationships: ties

remains: body

reminiscent of: like

remonstrance: protesting

remonstrated: protested

remotest: farthest

render: give

rendered: made

renounced: gave up, left

renovated: made new, rebuilt

reposing: resting

representative of: serving as a
symbol of

reproduction: copy

requested: asked

reserve: holding back

reserved: kept

resident: living there

residential: home

resounds: can be heard

resources: money

resting-place: grave

restoration commenced: repairs
begun

revealing: clear

Ridvan: 21 April - 2 May

rigours: hard conditions

ripple: movement

sacred: holy

safeguard: protect

scent: perfume

scheduled: planned

scrupulous: perfect

sculpture: model

secondary: less

secretariat: administrative
headquarters
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sectarian tendencies: division

sentiments: feelings

sentry: guard

sequestered: separated

sheaf: bundle

showering: giving

significance: meaning

significant: important

signified: showed

signify: mean

simplicity: simple nature

sketch: drawing

snatched: taken away

sobriety: careful balance

solemn: serious

sorely-stricken: suffering

sought: wanted

speedy: quick

sphere: limited area of influence

spiritually-quickened: made
spiritually alive

spurring: pushing

spurs: urges

state: condition

stewardship: time of service

stimulating: encouraging

stormy atmosphere: troubled
times

strangled: killed

strategy: plan of action

stricken: heart-broken

studded: sprinkled

stunning: big

suffice: be enough

sufficiently: enough

summons: calls

superstructure: building over
another building

supervising: watching over

supervision: watchful guidance

surmounted: having on top of it

sympathizers: friends



Tablet: letter

taint; small infection

tarry: wait

tease: play tricks

tendrils: curling stems

tentative: waiting

terraces: level gardens

therapeutic: healing

thorough nuisance: complete
pest

Threshold: Entrance to the
Kingdom

throb: beat

throughout: all over

tidings: news

timidly: gently

toilsome: hard

trace: mark

traverse: Cross

tried: tested

triumphant: victorious, winning

turmoil: confusion

twinkling: laughing

typical: correct

unblemished: clean
unceasing: never ending
uncompromising: strict
undaunted: steady
underestimated: ignored
undisputed: unquestioned
unerring: not making a mistake
unfettered: free
unflinching: steadfast
uniformity: doing in the same
way
union: marriage
Union: United States
unique: only happening once
unprecedented: new
unseemly: improper
unsound: weak

WORDS WITH MEANINGS

utterly: completely

valiant: brave

vanity: showing off

variation: change

vast: large

vault: container

venomously: poisonously

vicinity: in the vicinity of means
near

vigilant: watchful

vigorously: with power

vigour: power

vile: dirty

violators: people who disobey

vision: view

vital: important

voluntarily: of his own will

voluntary: by his own will

vOws: promises

wayside: side of the road
weal: good

wended: travelled
whatsoever: every
withdrawal: going away
woe: suffering

yards: metres

zenith: high point
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‘Abdu’l-Baha
station of 76
Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. See Will and Testa-
ment of ‘Abdu’l-Baha
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Heroic 77
Transitional 77
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‘Akka 21, 33, 41, 90, 98, 107,
109
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Bachelor of Arts 24, 41
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