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EARLY ZOROASTRIAN CONVERSIONS 
TO THE BAHA'j FAITH IN YAZD. IRAN 

by Sma" SHIt, 

Thk Rudy vcamilld tht (OlIvtrslon of ZOlOllJ.l,hlrlS 10 t~ 
Bah1'i Faith In Yud from tht tarly lMOt until 1921. This t iilfly 

ilpptiill to ptrtOn. of nOll-Musiim b;.cl.;ground W H ~riaI. to 
the em~t\(f of the Bihn F .. ith u an \.nd~1 world 
religion. II involvlld two ptlKtsKii. Fin t, &hoi-is Wf!A' challmged 
to diSf;fII\Iilh Ihernwl,," from 1M reli,giGus matrix out of which 
they Iud come, namely Warn , Furthfl', tnt)' ltuned to mab iii 
ronvlndnglpptal of suffkltnt un!vH'5i! Uty to I !tr .. ct the hum 
Jnd mind. of non,Muslims Ind convll'Ce Ihm! tG embt;1.~ the 
!J .. h1'! rallh, This p ipe!" will e.plorf the lactor! whic:h ioclimd 
Zuroulri. ns 10 become Bl hns ~nd Iht effect of such iii conver­
,jun movement on Ih t Zoroa!trhm community, Finally, It will 
('xaml,.. tht procesel by which ZoroBltrlln Blh~'h; began to 
di stlngukh themselves from their fornlll!r rt li&ioul community, 
,leye lop separate aoc:ll l Ins'itlli ion. , and Inrorporate themselves 
Inl" lhe brse. Bahi'l rommuni lY· 

Napier Makolm, a mlnlstft' oJ tht Chllrch Mlaiona ry Soci­
.1)' living in Yazd at the tum of Iht century, dacri'-l In.: 
'"wn, locl led 'I> unlnl Persia, .as il>sul.IT alld prov ln~l . Mw.-­
lions nf'tn m1strtalKi the nli&lo~ minori tin, who w~ ll\.JinJy 

i"~~st tlaM or hwI, Malcolm wrote In 190'1, 

Up '" 1 ~.s no r .". (Zurontnanl WM allo....d 10 c .. rry an umb<.,o., . 
[~n du"fI« IN 'i""" lhat 1 ...... 1n Yn d thl')' (ould not any ...... in 

" 



" 
tow ... Up to 189~ that wu ~ Slra .. prohibition UpOII tye-&Luwl 
.nd IpK~ up 10 IUS !My -.e Pfl"'tn~ from ...... rins 
rtnp; .Mlr .;"Dn had 10 ~ rMCIe ar IOVah un."' .... Up 
to 1m tM l'an.I. ~ obll3fd 10 twill tholt I""",,," tllt~.td of 
fokli", tht ln, ... Up to 1891 all ~rialU hod 10 ... "lk ~n 
towl\,. nd e~!I in th. danl tkey Ita~ 10 d',,"OI.Inllf IMy _I .. b •• 

Mllaulm",!. •.. 
Up to ilboull860 Parsli ~oukl net e"'"iII in Ira&.. They uMd lc 

hldr thlnp in 1M ctlw" ,OQI!1I, . nd .. 1L 1M,.., _relly. They u n 
now I f . ill rho <antv"""",,1s Of hoM..!,., but rM>I ln tho! bunTS, 
nor may Ih.y ,,..do In ~Mn dr"polY. Up 10 1$10 ."" "'1ft 1'101.-­
milt":! to N WI school for .M', childrm.' 

Zo" , .. mi~"ism . Perhaps the oldHi prophe tic . ellslon I, Zorn­
latrlin ilolll . Tht uhim~tt hwnan losue fo r ilf f" llowers Is .he 
choiet be twftn sood .nd evil. Their CftItr.l1 Clow:! is no t . lita t.,.. 
IIWn! of rheolou", bUI .. mOfilI cado., good thallghts. good 
........w, aood Qft'lb. 

Mazd!ln C\lItic pt.Ktices appear 10 prPdate Zoco.uter and ,. .. 
.. millo. 10 th~ of the Ri,g Vedio . Zoro.Is.lnalll n nnate the four 
mmtnts: nnh. W.lter. air, Ind I~. Rre , 105 the symbol of 
OIvlne Truth, p. ovldn tht Ct'(Iter of Zoroastrh'n " ,u i lift. For 
this reason ou tr.icS." hoove often dubbed them "flre·wonhlp­
pert." Laymen t~nd !l!l.cn!d flreJ in their own home' while 
pritJti known as mawblld! and d(lJ/ur$ . care for thost of the 
fire le;"ples wh!eh arf I O<:~led In 10Wl\$ i nd la r,!!!' village!. 
Zo,oastrlal'll strid ly adhert to Itlonlbrdt 01 ritual Pllrity. Fo r 
tMm the dtad arlo highly pollulin&. R;.thl'f lhoin duecra tt ei!ho;or 
1M firth Ol' the fin by bumlna or buryina their dud. ~ 
trllonJ h,ve, until r«tfItly. p,eft:"ed ro \Nvi «ItpK$ on bart 
mOWllainl-iOes or in lowen of ~ Jmn' (dll~mih) where they an 
quickly eonsulnfti by KII"tnitl'S. 

Zoroaslrilons an inUartd inlo the faith of Ihelr lathen whrn 
th.y art' invested with a s.>ered cord (kumlt) which con~l$ti of 
~vtnly. two ,!rlnm. This cotd II rituIUy lied ~nd unlled during 
Ihtir obliaatory pray.-r!i wh ich art performed flye tlm~ dally. 
Thty Ire il lw glyen a ucred &hirt (SlId, .. ,, ) whick I. worn !l('xt 10 
Ih,IIo:ln 01 all limt'S. In the past . ;nv[')lllu'" " >nk pl~n when II 

Zo,~,riII" C"""",,iom 10 lilt 8oM'1 Flli,lt 

youlh rtl ched fifteen . Todiy childrfO'l art' invn4ed ... aboul 
""ttl or ri&ht. Zoroutrl.ans eelobrale rb RltOnll f~iYa ls 
i!jllt_/HIr) eACh yur. Communal me;!.]s Iort offered a' ,hese 
tvttltl and portions of their ... cred scriptures, tht AvtJla, a", 
"'loCI. 

Zoroast rl.n ndul lo!ogy 1$ one 01 the richest In the world. 
and from it much of Jewi$h, o,rlrdan, Mul-iim. ilnd s..k,;i'i 
KChalology i. drawn. Unfortunately, vety lillie Information is 
av"'lable on It In Ihe English 13"8\1ag~, and much 01 thl$ infor­
ma tiOn Is connktlng. Whilr mO$t Zon»5tr;'n ..schatology wa. 
wrillen mo;or the tilnt of Altunder the G",.t (and some during 
the lwamic I""rlod~. the Galh,u . the earlie,t ..:rlptutel, them­
$flvtl defin!tely a!lude to "tht end of the world" Ind fore tell ill' 
final renova tion with i new l'H"rrectrd humanity. AI this time 
tM lie, tke Gatklc iymbol of tvil, wUJ bor ullt rly destroyed. 
ZorOllslrians came 10 btlityt thaI a strin of Ihnot Sayosh.lnt5 
(Yy4!!!!m). or ~net.cton, would appear In intt'l'yali of a mil· 
Jt.nlum. AD would be born of virsins ImPl'elN'ted by tht' seed 
01 Zoroutt'r which h.s bttn mirandomly prunved In I l.tlt . 

While Zoro.Iwrianir.m wn OIlCf the prinfiplo] reJ.islons of 
Ira n, 11 gflodually dimini!.1wd afN!r the A.ab invulo~. Tho:: 
drSllnltgraUon of the W.mic Em pire inlo flTla lltr s.t at~, and 
Ihe lubsl-quen t MongollnVillioNl. further thrut tned the rem­
nant of that community. Many fled to India and e~l.bHlihed 
(hemstly,. In GuJara l, wkile the remainder hovtred around 
Yud and Kermln. The Iranian and indian comm1.lni tles dev.1-
oped 011 entirely different levelll_ The Pam. or Ir.dilon ZOI'Oa5-
trlIom:, under protection of the BritJ>I\. borcame incl'f;uingly 
Wfltffni::ed u th~ prospered In trade and COt\'Im«ee. The rtm­

nanl 01 Zor~triam In Inn. known dtNive!y II ,mbr, w.." 

,ef,trlcted to avirul lUl'f, sunk in to the d~ pOYeTty, and rt­
malned oppressed and cultu ... Uy stAgnant. 

Among Ih. vah," whlch ]'an\ol n Zora.stri. n. adopted from­
In.- Shrl M"",lirm wn lhe attltu<le they held low.vd , uIfff;n,g . 
perHCu lion and opprf!'Ssion . T~ Shl'l i per«iY~ ol IMmse!ye. 
a. dl .. poutsloed . They millntained I;""! ,,, If-pcrcep lion . ~pile 
numtricel ~nd idO'O losical dominanCe in Iran, by conlinua!!y 
replf$tl'\linll Ilk- mt'anillll ,,( lhe i. oaeted hillory in tnm~ of , .... 
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Alfluinp ~rw:lUled by Mub.mm.d'l drscenlkToti, ' he Imams. "I 
,hI! h~r>d.of 1M oppmoJiVt Sunn! SllIlft . They ~;ect~ Ihrtrium­
phaUsm fO~imn _ i.ltd with Sunnl ["am, and 1f15!m 
"'8ardf:d perwculion In I~ jMlh 01 God .. I an indication of 
Iq:himacy. Jewi .nd ZorD.Jlri IM found thil motif uniq'""y 
lulled to their own illu.tion ."fMy came to lnltl'prel t~r own 
5.ll:~ hi$<lory in slln!! ... tffl'TlS, for If $\lfffring ~nd peneculion 
Itnt ~timiley to • ~liJl.on , they Wffl' manlf~y ItgiU ...... II! . 

In 1854. tht P.nh ",u,IiVI~ TM Society for 1M A:neIIon­
tJon of thr Condition ol lM ZoroutrlanJ [" PenN. (Alljunum-; 
Birlllp,tl for the p1.Irpow of a1JevUotlna IN opprut!on and pov­
efty to whkh thri. In.Nan c.o-~li8iOnists W,," I1.1bjtcl . A,g~ts 
W~ Mnl from Bomb.y 10'110 ... ised th I,andoud oIlivins and 
JI.IUS of Zoro;olllriaM wllhln Iran. bill at 1M IiIIl>C 111m dis­
rupted 1M ;nIM'1 .. 1 equlllbrium of thAt community. Tht "gl'lllll' 
lnfluent"r ... lllnl with &Towing .r;ode relations betWttl'l Yil~d "n<! 
Bom~y in which ZoroutriinJ played a promlnmt role. Jed to 
tht r mtfit'ft(;e of .. mtKh .. ,,! and prof~ion.1 da56 timil.lr to 
wht had long o.ifted amana Ib PaniJ of India . By lostering 
I1Ipid e<'Ol'omic and $OC'i.I1 chii,.., I~ r ani ",tnt! wt lhe lUge 
lor poltntlal ideotosinl chlZl3t as wdl. 

M(m~kji Limii HaI~rl. The Fint Plni l~nt btOUllhtthe Zoroas­
trian community Into tilt!. Initial. direct contact with a vehicle 
of Id~IO.i!k:al chlnse, the Bann Failh. Their Ilnl tmluary wa. 
M.~akl\ Limji Hatm, knawn In Iran .. Manlkch! ~l)lb . 

Manakji traveled 10 Penli via Saghdad in 1854, wht", he 
m~ hhi'ulljh. CorftlpOndtn~ be tWfftl Mana!.:jl .nd Saha'­
u'llM1 eorlllnl1ed 100' a nl1moo 01 ~al'5. At ltai! OM of &­
hi'u1lf,h', Itttt'B to M..,.kji hal beoen transl.ted In to EngIoo! 
Man.kjl R'tN 1~ on l ritndly ttr .... with the Bah"'s throush-
01.11 hlJ lik u did ... bwquml Pars! agenls, Thil Iud a ma.bd 
Impact on 1M Zo' onuil n eomm ... nilY In Iran a nd favorably 
affKtf'd lheir at tilud" IOWlrd Sahi·ls. 

In 1864. . Manaklf "" ... rned to India for a short period whtno 
lit prntnled tM plllht of the Iranian Zorooostri1lns lulMi. sht~ . 
community in Bombay. HOI relumtd if! 11l6S w!th oKiditinnv 
fuf'ds to f'SIabiish ",hooll for Z"r~",rian d llldA'tl fln 1M Wt"I-

" 
trn model. The tU$l of th_ tchoob opened in Tmafl with 
lOme foRY dUJd""" . Mlnl kll and hk wift It lint allempm:! to 
manap Ihil Khool with only tht uslMlnee 01 volunlftB. 
Hownrtr, Ihtir knowltdge of ?tni.n proved i,..dtqualt, and 
otMr f'luotw ZorO<l~lrlllnl ~ not av~;lable to IUd> . 

Around 1$76 Mlrd Abu1-Fadl GuJp~)I8.in l, who late. be­
('arne tht moil l'fudllf IWI!', scholar of his tJrnt, w;u; upelIed 
from hi s position at a luche, in 11 ttlisioU'l shool In Tthran 
whtn hk Sahi'l coavnalcKl wu dlxovtoo. Mal\3kjl Mud of 
Mlrz' Ab ... 'J.F~dh pndkilmenl.nd kMw 01 hlI1k1i! In writing 
pwt Puii;m will't_1 .ny ward. with Anobic root.. BeIng wcll­
cIrspoted tow;ml ,ht &kJ 'bi and I ~killlldvaniap ai /he oppor­
tunity, he ..,~ Mira Abu1-Faejl to Ifach Prn.lan lilt .... lure 
In his nl!'W Khool and $tl'\le II Manaklf' ~al lK.dary as 
\nll. Min~ Abu'I-Fl dl acceptf'l th. posItion . Miny of his 
Zoroastrian Rudent, beclmf; dnrotf'l to Ihk fo,mH mull<land 
latH _~ among Ihe ",.u1161 Zoroastrian IUkJ1 ... 

Through ManakjrJ tHortl, life for Zo.outri.M grtally im­
proved. Acrord:na 10 Malcolm, the Zoro.IStl lans Iherrudvt5 
credited tht &/Iff, with ., Iust lOme of the improW!mm.l. H~ 
h lm~lf Mt.td lhal although the Ibhj'j Faith wu. JtmHtcre! 
11K!. th!'ir open pl,,,, for ge"" •• 1 ftliBiou, lreedom and tolera­
tion had errated an atmOlphert ~ondl1civt to the De ller treat­
ment of mlnorirlra.' 

Ellrli'~t CO"!Jrrf • . Tne firsl ZorNMria" 10 btcOmf; a San~'1 wa_ 
Kay-Khusraw lQtudid'-d, . Yudi who openlm a trdile More 
in Ka5han and C01WfriN IhHe. He ;nvHligated the Sahi' , Faith 
,,(Itt wit~ Ihe tort~ and delllh of a ~IeYl!r! I Ml'f\tiontd 
bd'on Ihil ' :;tYual of Mlru Abu·I-FlldI·. stUdtnti Name 
l~hnJ. The mOIl wt ll-known of these wa,lhtjd Jav.in·J\.1ant 
whom I»ht'u' II .o1 h tntHled ~1""Mard, or LIon of a Man. U te<", 
LJ.;!ad Javan·Mard bK"me Ine principal ollh~ fi rst ZorOllMr;an 
><hool In Yud , He ~m,jned I prominent mtmbet of the 2oro· 
a.>l rliln community his enlltt lift' dHplte his convertion. 

Onao .... wrot~ In 1~h.i'u·LUh ;uking aevtn questloo5 CO!Ketl!­
iflll nl \l4 t~, Il'I~t ;'". ~ wit h Ihuwo of . llher ", lillion,;, ....,h'lo· 
"'I<io.~1 m.lttr .... ~...J ""h~ · .. · !1 ~ h·~ }\MI.-.,jnKY. 
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s.a1l"'II'II' 1\ rupondtd by proc;l .. lmlng hlmitlf to \>Ie Sh;ih 
Sahri m (. IJtl~ tomd JIMS .ppl~ to 0"' of the Say05t..;n ts). He 
flll1Mr m.intlJned tht the Judiment Day was ~n' with ru. 
own Mllnire tation . As to hit: ~talo&y, Ba!tA'II'n,1ih refernd 
lJstjd Jllvln-Mard 10 In. o~ previously compiled by MIni 
Abu1· FMlI.' In h. Ibhi 'u1lih', dncmt wu uaU'd thn>U&h 10 
Yudigird III , lisl of lhe Sa,...u...n mon.rch,. BiI},l'u'Uih', 
smt&!OSY rnu51 t-..vt bf.en tnrrIpllrd whlle Mlna Abu1-Fadl 
W~ worl-.ing for Manak)!. AI we 1h.J.!l Rt. II proVfd of pHticu­
In Il.sniflunn 10 ZOf'OM t.ian COfIyem.' 

Om of IIw: moti! ImpOlUnt uri)' CGllYUts was Mun" B~am 
A!hlilf.j Khiyan. Hlvln,g dlorO\l3hly tt\!d ied tnt apOQlypti<: 
H~tu~ of hi& n lision. MuU /WIritn beu/TM' firmty con­
vlrQd tha t 1M proph«iK would toon be Nlnlled. For .. lime 
Mult. Booluim Ii V«l in Tehran whtre ht .. nd totV'el\ other Zoro­
astrians worl:lKl tht: I.nd of 0lIl' of lhe mini)ttn of t OUl t. Their 
supervi30r wu I nmnm of t~ I'.1j·AJ lihl 10«1.' While ,he 
supt'O'lsor endl'a vort'd 10 conv~r t Mull. Bahlim 10 hi~ religion, 
MullA Slhrim tried 10 corlVlnte him of the val idity of hi5 own. 
The proofs MLlIl' Ra hr' m add'Kld We t! IhDSt! t' 8arding the 
miracles said to ~ ~sllOC1.' ed wllh Zoroaster and the p!'rsn:u­
lions endured by the Prop~t and hi! followers. The !>Upuvioor, 
I;U.j! Malik, questi oned the truth of tht mind",; as to tho 1"''''­
CUllOM. he said , ' 'To be killed 11\ the pa th of faith Is not proof of 
the truth. for several yean ISO thty k!lled eigh ty p"'0ple of the 
B.ib! 5ect by the order of Ni?-lru'd-D!1\ ~'h at the foot of th~ 
gallows, yet the fal~hood of the Bib! le(:t I~ e-vldel"lt .'·' 

Mull' &.hr,\m·1 cu riolity WII thul arouoed . INh I.'f\ he finished 
his work in Tehran , he IflI veJed to KuNn wheN ~y-Kl-tf.l~aw 
~udjd.id mlployed him In hlillort and Ulught him th ~ Baha'i 
".;lith. Whm MulUi IUhr' m t~urned to Yu d. he (Q<lt.;K~ 
~m~rs of the: lbh.i'I communi ty Ih~. Th~ a..h.n~ int.o­
duced him to ti.liJl Muhammad ntur Malmtrl. ti.li jl Muluommad . . 
T.lihlr wrote of that m.-dina: 

Up to that .1m. IIUl or 1S631 no .... ,, __ 1mo>na rt>e z..t-.,.i&n. 
I ~ VndJ!>ad ~C .. pIN ,'''' r.a.I" . l.-..Jrt'oJ. 1M 1lah~·;' n ... kJ.,, ~ im.~· 
ino ."",, I ...... rn~ w,,,,k/ r mhr ... ~ ,ho- " ... I" . ~4_1"" 1 "' .... 

" 
1001 Ilwo"'~ In ,ho o •• ly hlllOry Inc! e'lontl . u""i. ,ed with the 
M.nlfnt.Uom of Cod .nd _ rt not indudtd In any discussions 
ronuml"4l IM Fi fth. Ho ....... u thai ~y I 'PO'" .. I>o.rt II ... F .. Uh to 
MlIlli 81h,i m. ~ GlInt t~ nut da y, . nd altt. . f_ days he ac­
Ir.nowltdpd tht flU lh 01 tho Ca_ 01 a.~·u11Ih." 

Another p, omltIttlt Z~Nrlan C"Ol"\ytl1 wu Siyiv.u h Safid­
vlsh. Siyly."", fl thK _ I EMrch.att t who lived for a ti~ in - -
Tehran . Hi5 fu hllf" rti. ted to his 110ft how ~ had witnessed the 
mlel e:r:tcUllon. 01 the B.libll In 1m. Ht Ylviodly d~n~ the 
deilh oI l;U.lf SuUoYINlI !Q!1lI. in wh~ fifth ~ iMrrttd burn­
IlIg ci ncil e5 before he WIS pUIded. u.roU8f\ the strftts to tne 
town p tn wheN hil body wu c1efl in two. SiyJo,.-asl\'. fathe. 
e><prtMd hiJ admiration for the cou.~e displa~ by the 
Bab\t, fer whom he felt grut Iympa thy. Siy.liush ~ 
heweYff. avoIded all contlCtI wj,h Sahi 13 since !he .u.slws 
.J~ppreYed of Ihnn and he ..dh" e<t .tridly to th .. dictat .... of 
hi, rdISlon." 

In t 895 Slylva!!!, aloll$ with tll tK other Zo l'Ollstrlaru!, took 
up buslneu se lling te" tileo in Ille Mu-slim !ohliN dty of Qum. 
l.Iting the only Zoro~trian, r~ll.Ji ng ln that d ty, thoy found 
th;.t th .. B~hj'l, (thom, e!vu mw:hanll from another town) 
we", the only p!'op!e wminl to anodale wHh thnn. Once a 
Bah. '! pres.nlp.d Sly.lva8h. wi th a copy of the K,'/olb-I IqAn. He 
",ad one or two palle. , but wht ll he came upon lom~ quota­
tiOn l from the Qul i n, 1M: ImlMdlately TtI UTIII!d the book. 

It happened that the father of Siyha!h. pas5lld away in Sui­
' , ' nab ~ d . Titer! MinK no ZorolNrlanl !n the town to ...-e to hi. 
luner.1 IIffl ngementl, I Jewish 8 11 10. 1 atfa l"l&ed for hil buri.J1 
.tnd ft"t..yed new! of his drllh to SlyJi v.;ldt vi a tt~rlm. Si.yj­yam immedilltt ly !toit to ",ttlI V' his fatW I rtm;Ijru;, sinu' il 
w.~ ronl r.rty to Zorotit. ilIn Iilw to bury th.e ~.;id. Siylv.1.~·i 

I.other .;Ipptared to him In a d'eim Inc! pleaded WiU. him not 10 
.Iisintrr hi, body. WMn he .;Inivord In Sultan.ilob.>d the jew4h 
IlIh.l1 .aught IIkewiAf to dlSiuad, him. Ntvrrthcless. in Ih .. 
"".>1 oIwmmer, Si)';v~ Ir.lPlportord his I. thu', mn.;lins 10 iI 
• • " t un lht /Jilt nl ~ mountain and lefl thml th~. 

I )cosp1t f hif dl"'ppr., v.1 ... the buri. l. Siyhilll"l did ilppm:iltf 
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tile klndntu IMwn b~ the Jewi", Balin WACI was unf~jjiar 
with Zoroamlan CU1lClmt ." W .... n he n!tumtd to Q..nn his a lti­
t~ toward Batui'/s b« .. mc " .ud. more opm. I-k a~:~ 
..... tmalt C1fn,~ ICI him by s..",'1I: lodudina the Tabid of ~ 
Questions I !muM Ht1/I Puni!l!J writ"" on bthooll of 1Js>.jd 
I .. vin-Mard. Sly;'v'!!!. w~ most Imp~ " 'ith the' ~,",;ology 
of Bah,!:'u1tih . PttvlCll.l$ly, for had NIt bem wiDlII8 to .<:<:epl the 
fUb! hilh ~l"ICe the IUb w'" a dftcrndmt of MuhalJll!l.ld. 1"he 
deArucUon Wl"o\l3ht by the Ar.b irwldfn, hI saki, combined 
with the prestnl Clpplft5i"t ~""''rior 04 M1aI11NI III tbEiT ~aJ.. 
lnp with ZoroaJuUM mad. hlm. n!ludilnl to ~pt ;uoything 
"iau", to b llm. But lin« ~M'u1Lih Wall iI detCmd\'f\\ from 
SasAnian ldnp, he: WH In Stybub', tYf$ mOn! ;KUptable. 
Aha- pmlSing m"ny of Bahi'u'llih', writlnes. he ;ond all three 
of his companions tmb ... «d thf BahA'I F.lth in Qum.u 

As the: xcount of Siy&vA!h:' COIWttSiO" inclicalH, ,"" p .'s! 
Impediment to 2croaltrians in a.o:«plin, lh BaM1 R/igion was 
the nett$$l ly of accept in, Iht Prophdhood of Muhamm.od il5 
wo:/l. One Zoroa5lri.n Batui1 rcc-ountlfd thaI bt.fo n!·h~ lnv..m­
gated the B.hn F.'lh, he had Ilwa~1 asaumed lhat Bah~'i5 
could not ponlbl)' boHtve In MU~lmmad bt'cilV5e Muslims 
treated them 10 bld l ~. He Ihfn!fo", ffllS"!al sympath)' toward 
Baha'il . AI ont polnr he wltnf,~ed a ~ht'l ~Ing lo rn to pH.>ces 
b)' a mobilmj wiltched thtm lie! h!. co rpH on fi re . This Zoro­
astrian showed lIn!il t eAsem~u to study too Bahli 'i . acn!d 
writillil . Bu t thtn to hi l dilmay, h! di lCovered Ihat Baha'i, did 
inde-ed il t"Cept tht val id ity of the [flam!, revelation. The Bahl' fs 
u rg~ thefr Zoroa5lrl l n fr!f,nd not to judge I.Jam on 1M basii 
of the religion's pl"I~nt follow<:f"f. JlUltld, thy S\Ig8:.,;led, he 
ihouJd read the Quran for hfnuelf and lWktm[ne its validity. 
1"he Zoro.tltrio\n pointed 01,11 ttuol ";nce 1M Qur'an was In Arabic 
h~ could nol pouibly Il!ad il . A e..hn who was also one of the 
ulama amon,lhe Mudi""" Mulli :-'bdu'J-Qanl. then ofkrnl to 
read ;1 wilh him. Th.y _udJed that 1f~'1 fot ovet two years 
bdore Ihis Zoroastrian bK"ame a BaM';. 

The kindness demonslrfl.-ci by Bahi';t In lhoeir dtalirijpl with 
minorities In!ildy Imp' Id the Zoroor5lrianl . ... ZorNolriiln 
youth F\ilmed Ardl.!:!!) r " jsl rPd Ln. 00mt of M~tli 'Ahdul-Qa:d. 

Mull' ..... bd~'I -Qanr IIracloutly r«eived him. He wved him {"" 
Ind then d.!lIbtrii tely violated the IoIrlctw"es of ",,;w (ritual 
cle.""MU) by drinking oUi of Ihe lame al- wilh him. T urni", 
to his lurpt lsed guest he A ld, "You mUll ha"e htard how. in the 
days of the advenl ollhe p.om.lwd lo,d. the lamb IUld the wolf 
will chink from the "'1M ttrum iI.nd gnu In I"" ,",me meaoow_ 
Do you 11m doubt that "'"I art living In thai Dayf"" 
n. ,,",atto" ra,IOIIalll.m exhibi ted by &hi 'fl also ftlCourased 

tOn"erWoM, Michael flIcl.tr, an anthropologi.t , lives this ac­
count 011 /tIO,e _ r a)nveqjon: 

A YudI Zo_riln no ... raIdrtot in BomiNy Wb 0( his <:<NlVU­

oion: H. wenl to 1'; ..... a.tomu Hi&fo Schoof In TMtrItl and bdll!! 
Zo,oas.trliOn luendcd the ~Ji.km c .... fat ZO........u;MOI. OM.wy .. 
&h,,", (rletld n~.td If lot unde .. tood what he w~ mrmori.rill!!' He 
~Iitd lID • • Old ... «<1 ,''', lot "'auld. When 1M next d;oy ~ 
domoonded v." ...... l lo~, ht WaJ bNtfn. "Tht M .... im in.lnlet", . 1 
, hot school hun l Dlihi. and In wlted hi rn lo hi. Qur'an cia" promis­
ina hili , ,,,,"'nilt lon I,,",. He -..1 .nd lOOn b«_~ Ihr nllm"'" 
" "'f stud,n l In Ih, Our'.n cl.u!. for IIIlI he was rebuktd l>y 1m 
Zoro..trla" Antom.n . Tlotn hi. B. IoII frltnd calM and Nld, 'Whol 
il Ihlt th.a t you IoI vl btcom. MUIl!m7 Religion I. no! . "'in you 
cha na' , ... , )'Q.y. ' Iodl), you ,,, Mulllim, 10mOrrOw Jewish. the 
no:xt day CII,I,tl, nl ' and hI ,~pI .inld lhe Rl II.1 Io>nel that all reli­
gion. ha" . the I.m. !!lrnat ml,nte, onl~ Ih. eMi rul •• of !if<, 
mUlt ch.n81 with thl lim.,. Wh, n 1M boy now announc<:d to hi. 
mOlh.r Ih.t h. had b..comt. 8~h.l, ,h. threw him out of tM hou"" 
crylns, 'You Muollml !'rom loda)' on the mOtMr'1 milk I i ..... you 
from m~ breu.t hal run dr)'/" And to he ""ilnted to !lom!>..y 
whu. II!! f.thl, wu !lvt",." 

1hne OOIIVlrsion tlOries .toar •• number of bcton In com­
mon. All of the u rly con"ut, _re dlllwn from 1M new edu­
"all'd eli" wh ich M.nakji·, mornu, growlna Irad.: n!lations 
wirh Bomb.iy, ilnd lhe do'nsing amditlons within Inn had 00JIl­

I>lntd to crlille. Som. -re profesioNls. Of"",, mncltants, 
wlllk- still 0111"", were the mot. Pl"OIpetOll' agricul turalists. 
·11I.~ conveni<)nt wm ul~tlc: to othef conwrslo"" ilmona 
llot po",",r ~.!Ia"I' who '5IoOCl.l ttd wi th the OIMn. R~laH"es 



" 
!,equtnEly eonvertHi I<)C n ~ter the (CnVemCN of t"~ key 
illd;y;du~ll, who fonnfCi the ludtl'thlp of tho! ZoJW:oIri,m 

""". The tarllel COM''''5 tmdtd 10 ~ much mort lrIoblle IIwn 
olhtr ZoIOtiftl.ins. ~y had .0 ok"elo~ tl<tmsIv, rdlItion­
snips outside I"tir In~r ZoroNt,ian commu"ity. At the UlIlle 
I;me, theY ;lin! aU picturt'd as d"'Ply t\'ligious. JlnqWi", hPm­
k .. Uy 10 m,inta in ~ricl onhopruy in .. n mviror" l'If!I)t which 
could not ¥commodate i t. Within thl, conw~·t lhe Rlhn F.aith 
pr~nTl!d these ptrson~ with an al ~rnatl vt way 10 .. fflnn lhe'".r 
n. rlt.age. remOlln religious. lind ytt m. l:e app rapri .. le Idju5l­
mffltl to Ihe dwnglng ci rcunutanCft 01 IUrn-of-IM-<::entury 
Iran . 

In ~rd 10 tN., the oeMtologn l component plovidrd the 
bridgt bel_n !tit two communities . AI SOOfl .If ronlKtli bt--­
tWfffl Zoro.lstriam and BaM"Is ~". &h,i'ls ptftoenlN &hj:. 
u'lUh u 1M ful/IUmml of a ll tIM prop~1es of tht Zoro.strian 
I~t$ . By uli", put\' ""rs~n in his rorrespon/kn« with Zoro­
ulrnon., s..",'u·U'" himself playHl down Iht I-";lmic bad::­
ground 01 tM fai th In filvor of Hs Permn uptttt. s,.hli·u·1llih·. 
genulos), RrvM Ihe u me fun~t!on . By prtscntin,g th~ BilM'l 
Filith &Ii the culmination of all (eUgiou. tradi lion~. &h.i'!s wer~ 
able to pruenl rfl!!Ctively their rel1310n to minoritl", both a. 
an all!rmuJon of their pa,t as well as a new po5slbil!ty for fac­
inS the furure. 

Ar a time when Weflern rationali!m Will , ffecting til e Iranian 
ICtrH! . rhe response from . 11 reliaioul communltiu tended to be 
n!ooctJ on;uy. They ' trove dtfeneinly to adhere 311 the more 
.trInsrn tly to their aneimt rul" and rIlUi !'. The 1lahJ.·!s' inIis­
renee on the Independent innn iption of religious Imtll pro­
vided a mlftlling a1tematln. At the ~mf 111m, Ibhli'b; ml<le 
USf 01 motifs common to roeany ilil rtll&ionl in Iran. Minori ty 
rtactlon, to the Mlffmngs a nd Pfcl'S«1ltlons mdu(td by Bahi·i. 
if ~ tl<iImple of litis. Zoroastrian tyrnp,lIhin .......... RJ'Ouord 
toward tilt IUh ... ·js sina they '"'w them ,u fdluw )ulI(,lT11I. Bm 
more impunantly, th~ addressed the pet«'pti..,ns..,f lrgitimacy 
WrN by millt lraniaM. and dtli~ !r"m Shn th .... I"IIY. tholl 
'1ft' pl'1'S« ... tiun imd lollUerl1\8 <I~ sbllls •• , iI IIU,· reliilil>n . A linal 

n 

lactor teem. to be the StUb!!' klndnH8 Ind lokration t~hibiled 
by a.",'b , In an . tm~phere WMrt MuslilTlJ ohm took t very 
owonunity to humi]b.le mlnorttle. 

TIll Con/lu.llet of R,/igiClt. The farlitst ronnk l$ briwttn the 
Zoroal(rltn community and Ihe early s.",·i ...... "t'rtl wrre 
prg lplta:td by the rtpealed vloI;! tion, by lhotoe &hi 'is, of elh­
llie s roup boundarin in thori r relatioM with a.h.ll1s of M~m 
bKkaround. Mut.Um &h,,';, ilnd Zol"Oulri",n a.h.ll·!s fre­
qUf lltly invited ta"h other 10 Ihelr homn and ml~n",inrd each 
other in thoei r rttpec Hve nt ighborhocxt.. Amona M ... .Jim s.~'ts 
this I.Omelimn h.i>d to be done _ Iy ilt nighl, bUI 1M Zoro­
urri",n & h,l"ie openly received Iheir gUfit l In hop" !:his would 
alTtKI thr; allml;Of'I of Ihelr ZorOUlrlan noeighbo~ ~d GIl""" 

them 10 inqui~ ",boul the IHhi'f f ailh . 
Durinllhe diSlurb",nct'!- rclated 10 ' he I"Unomo' "Kurion of 

"ven 8.""15 in Yaul In 1$91,'" Ih' loroastr~ lHhi'ls found 
Ih,m~vn in. brtter positIon to defend otMr s..h.n~ sine" th~ 
ubma wer, mort Ukfiy to 19no~ them. While tM bodin of the 
Bahi'ls were bel", dragged through the " reets, Ihe mob spotted 
Iwo ZoroutrJall a,hi'i. named Nimdir Mlh,..b~n and Firay­
tUm Ardlnhlr, Not 'u5pKtlng that lhey 100 wert! Baha'b, the 
mob forced them to come along . nd to bury th, l>odi~. after 
they had lnen dumped In a well . Throu", thoM two Zoroas­
trian Bahi"s, Ihe other BahA"$ were able 10 10<:ll te tM rt main' 
Ihat nisht lind provide them with. decent burial." 

In n;ntlefnlh-century Iran. when a .lew, Cllrilltan, or Zero­
amian converted to Islam, the ch'l\&lI WH as dramatic as il wa. 
tIotcislve . Physically I.~ well as spiritually, Ih, cOllvert ],dt tht 
communi ty of his lnett ton,llI,witlg behind his form"r <'USI.o,..., 
d,HS and nlme. He wmdd now adopt ,II, liffityl" . laws and 
",,,denet' of tht people who$e relision h, Nd ",",braced, In th~ 
N rly day. ul ,lie Bah" f hilh. belOrt it h.i>d eslabIldtPd """'Y 
distinctive !t<lhtr~ of il$ uwn social life In I,an. and wlu .... it 
w., )liIl ' hl' ,>b~t nf l iorrce perw;ullnn. such. ,.di ... 1 conYer­
!II"" war ron~.~,cd nt'ilhf( r'It.-(fl'.,IIY. "cmlbl~ . nnr dt5irab ... . 

Alth.'1<xh u.U·u·ll:.h h ... 1 p,,,vitll'd I" hi~ wril;~ for II-... 
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ne<::e&&.ary ll ws and 'ocill in!.liu.u;on, upon which a dis.linctive 
community life cCluld be (cn"'rueled. com:lltion. were not at ;oU 
favOl'"able to thdr development, .ince tky wou.ld subj~t the 
Ba!\.i'(, to mort poert«llllon. Then, too. the ..-ntial isw.e 
r"" Sahi'js in developing to an inckpendMI c!>arl cter W"," to 
di\fora.lhem~l vetilrom ],].mic 1'I',,1cularism. As such, ,m. rm­
phuia of Baltn. when ft l Chi", out to mlmn-itin, WM on the 
univ<'lYl uptt~ of their relit,ion. TMy !Ought to affirm as 
lNlIy elemen" of the O'~(I ~Iition ti possible, rq;Iming no 
religion ali "$~n till1y wrofll . AU emanated from the Sdme 
5O\U"a and found th ir culmination in Bahii'ullAh. 

Th .. u rly conV""$ ff'ttlalMd with in thelr ancesulJ cornmW!­
ity, often a bidill8 by their customary laws and ~Upp<>lt ;ng rhtoir 
social ins ritutions. AI Ih .. same tlnw. Zoroastriiln &hiI'~ sought 
to convince other Zoroastrians of th, truth at the BaMl ... vela­
tion. M .. anwhi~ th~ Ilft ly aswdated with Bahli"is of other 
badtgroun<b. 

The lim o~ to oppose the actJ.,,!!!" of the Zoroastrian 
B.aha'i5 wen, prroictabJy, the Zoroastrian clergy. They used the 
persecutions of 1891 as an excuse to bring p~ .. ure to b<-ar on 
Ihe converts. Dastu.r TirAndiz, Ihe chk'f pr~st, drew up a list of 
Zoroastrian Bahfi'i, and s~nt!t to the headman of MaryamAb.iid 
where !Nny of them lived. Those listed were summoned to 
a _eling held in Yud. When they had gathued tM arul'" be­
gan to abuse thm"!, c. l1Ing them aposta tes and threatening to 
have their leadet"$ executed and the handa and ear. of otMrs 
amputated, Isfandiyir 8ahm'n, the brother of Mulla Bahram, 
asked what crime they Wffe being act ~ sed of. At this the dost", 
became enraged and shouted that he. in particulu, had heen 
opotted in the de~rt performing the BahH obliga tory pnyen. 
MullA BahrAm pointed Qut that for them to be juJtly pl.lnished it 
would have to be e"abJlJl\ed that they h.d broken a specific 
law of thtir rellgion . Since he wu UMble to do this, the dastUr 
eventually dismlHtd tMm." 

When Manakj; p..woed away in 1890. 1M AIMJioration 50d­
ety of India 5m1 Qut .. nother rep~tal iv" by the mime of 
Kay-lS!.'ul;r.lw II ~I)ib . n.e most notable ach~vement of thi'i 
agelll was to establish the A/riumon·; N,II'ri. an "'"'1\ .... body of 

Zoroastc4n lradm, principally laYlIM'n, who would overoee 
the activir i~s of the Zoroastrian commllnlly. He patterned it 
after oImUar KlCietin of Pill·sls in lnd i~. TlIi~ body ",placed the 
tr~ditjon al council of eldets In Yud who held pMitiom based 
on "e...,dily. D<t5Iu.., hotd a separale coundl which ruled on 
strictly ",!iglom malleu, Unci ... the old systt'm. the =uocil of 
eldefi oversaw rM ucu.l.1ir affairs of ,he community and did not 
interffr<! with the Zoroastrla(l cJ""y. Gre .. tly COlKWned over 
!he corruption of the allSlurJ. KaY-!S!! U!lraw Jl S-Ib ib urged lhis 
new Anill""'" to rqulate thtir activities as well. The Ani ........ n 
also Rp~ted the commul"ll ty In 115 relat ions 10 Ihe ouloide 
world and ddlmded Us tight,; when nKeINT}'. According 10 
Mull;' BahrAm·s memoir"'5, 01 the twtilly,three ~be,.. origi­
nally elected, Ihe m~jority were ei ther & M'is or highly sympa­
thetic to the Baha"l Failh." 'Abdu'1- Bahli sent a tablo t la l~tter ) 
congratulating 11M Zo~~r~ community on lhe \'Stabll!;hment 
01 this Anil'm"'r. 

Kay-Khusraw Ji Sahib ~tl' rned to India for a time . In his 
ilbsence:-ihe d<ls '''r~, 8~atl y threatene-d by h" reforms, con­
spin:d lC dispose of him. According 10 Bahli'i SOUl"l:es, a m<lW' 

bQa. Ardillllr Khudabandlh , poisoned Kay-Khusfaw alter he 
returned to Iran and killed him. Whim newS of his death ",ached 
India. another a~nt , Ardithf, )1 $~l).lb , was sent.'" 

During th is period Aqa Ghulam I:lll$~yn Banak!, a Baha'i of 
Muslim backSfOUl"ld was tortl.lr..d to <lu th by the order of one 
of the leading ul.m~ of Ya~d, Shaykh 5abzivar!. In response 
10 Ih;. MullA BahrAm Sfl"l! a peUtiQn to the Prime Mini.le., 
Am!nu's·SultAn by way of Slybash who at this time was ~til1 in 
Qum. T~ Prime MinistEr ordr",d Shaykh S.bzivliri expelled 
from Y;l:td .nd sent .. copy of his or~r, along with Mull ... 
Ilahr.im', petiliol"l, to tht Wfalthy Zoroa. trian entrepreneur, 
Arbab Jam. h!d. th!nklng no doubt this WQuld win hi:. favOl". Ar· 
b.ib lIm$h(d, howevro", was disturbed to) ~..,. of a loro;tStrian 
Inlenrenlng on behalf of a Muslim OOdic and thereby possibly 
..nda~rlng Ihr ZorQu~rlan community. He <:Omplaird of 
Ihi. action to I .... A"JllmQ., which p.euu..~ M .. 1Li 8;thrAm to,."... 
. IKI"I . But rhe rnr uf th, Bah,'is remained member.; in good 
~tanUl~." 
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0....111& tM riot. lind massacre of 6;oMo'\s in Yu d in 1903, 
Zoro~rilln Ibh"1s did not fan w~l. A numb« of Ilwm ~ 
$ide<! in. ylU. ow~ by Jiliolu'd-Oawlih and .... H" ~xj)elled 
from it. NOMthel~J, their Zorou"rbn bacq.."und wu whal 
aJlowtd IMm to etCapt with theW' llva. Whm tM mobl stouted 
In altKIe. on Ihfm. the ull.ma turned them bu:1e. sayi1'l8 IIwy 
... ·ere a protected minorlty .n M3ny Zo. u stril n &ahn, w~ ... 
forad to fief; 10 Trhnll, WMr~ they ~ "io:tfI m by nOlle 

otMr thatl ArW.b J.mthld . 
..... bib ).m!hld rose from modest beginnings as &!\ illiterate 

textile worker In Y,ld to b«ome one of thf wealthiest men In 
Iran . A1'ho~ his ,,,dill& hO\l$t'. Jarmh/llIiyM , had brancheo ;n 
Sl\irll. Yatd, Kermirt. &ahdad. Bombay. C.kutta, and Pins, 
he nimwlf o j)e" teci 04.11 of Tenn.n wheft he m.de • consider­
all!" pNiil ftOm land J9KU/.tion . Hit . cll.vitla u • tamif, cr 
Iraditioc'lill finatlcit.r, brolllht I !ignifinnt number of sovern-­
mtnt offJdaJ. WlW obliption to him. Whtn the firll Pulia­
IMn! of Inn wal fonMd in 1\lO6, ArWb J'""'!!:!.ld Krved iI5 the 
Zo. OiI5tr1an A'pA'MJll arl"". Alhlob JanuJ,1d e1lCOUra,ed otMr 
ZoroHtrian. to rna"" to Tdtr.m 10 work for him. He wu JUSt 
as .... 1111111 to hi ... Zo.lHIslrian Ibh.l.l,l. BJ<mI the muucrt$ of 
1903, Sly6vit5h hid alr1!&dy com" to work for Arbab /limohid. 
AftI'rWard. o lh. r Bahi'll, Ineludl", Mull~ Bahrim. we~ hlrlJd 
as well . Mull' &ah. im and Siyavuh worked for Arb.b j.mlhld 
for some fo urteen YUrI. 

Tht dOle 1$IO(IIllon of 8ahi'l~ with Arbi b )am~ld 1.01 
much to thtlr prestige wJt hln the ZorO;l~ lrian community , 'Ab­
du1-Sahi !;Or"'~p<lnded with him ~gularly . He urged 1M. 
B.th",'ff to ~rye ArMb /~m$hid fai thfully ;lnd to regard SHVi~ 
to him '" K~ to 'Abdu'I-lbhi hi~U , Although Arbib 
lamsbld MV« ben me • 8.1ihi'l, hi ' 6l\ilined thotfr li ft-Ions 
friffid and protector. 

Tf,. Em'"8'"' ' of A DfiliftctiN fthtorily. Many YU r!I W ort 
MulU fWtrirn moved to Tehrin. his d.ughl .... h&d died, When 
he tried 10 Iltke IUs dlIush~r'f body to the dAkhnrih to be k ft 
e>.po5td, I ht Zor~strian c!trtly ptevfnled him em t h~ grolll\(!s 
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IN t ht Wit no IOlliff;o ZoroMfri. n. For hllo ct.ys Iht body re­
malntd . 1 home, u,,1iI finaIJy one of tht more p.fttlglous 
ZorGl..triarl lI)'fMt1 in tr .... ;rnul 00 h!J beh&!! Ind forced tho. 
"fit,.. to perfOml I~ ~ry rilU<1Is." 

When Siyf,vasll s..fidVaMo ~"rned to Yud around 1915, .... 
t>Cperient"td iimnar difficultin.. SiWMh Iwd alimllted tM Zorn­
Mlm n citra)' by P\lbJi.rung " ~n;- of pamphlru n .... till& 
Zo rOl.llrI~n ptophesifs 10 tn. B"" , ' , Fallh . ~ WC1't dl~rib­
.. led In Yud, Tehran, Shiraz, }(ashan, Bombay, and POOmi. 
The dilSlu" pubHs .... d a nolice w~rnln8 Zo ro"~ tri.nl, on pain 
of expulsion. not to a'lSOCille wi th Siy 'va!h, for he might 
mislead the Igno rant. Some Zoroa 51 rJan Bah"l~ ~!opOnded to 
rhll nal ief: b~ wrillll& a tetter which al'lluM thl ';n«, u the 
nOllce claimtd, tht ignorant C<)II1d be nlily m!sltd, it wu 
nKeIS.lIty for . 11 persons 10 ~nw ;"formed and Invnl;ple all 
mlllnlF fully for the:m5eJves 50 ~t no \&norana would rr­
main." 

Alter III!. Inddmt, Siy.iv.sn knew he «Iuld 1101 ~ IN 
dmtiUs 10 offlcloore ;0' the ~r of h.Is broth« Mlhrahan 
TasNkkur. In SlyJivazh's ... iew this '"wo.bd for the good of 
the s. .... \ community bft:a ..... it allowed thtm to di~io&Wh 
themwl ... n. acquire m~mc( alld ~le.Md thtm from the 
s.haclcJ.u 01 paat r~!lgions .'7> He cOMkif red It "wisdom" (hik­
>11111), however. to appro~h tht prob lem through the pro'~r 
, hanMI. 10 that the Baha'!s would be immune from , rJtklsm 
f(l' tntl r w bH quent action •. They WM)le to D • • IIl , N' mdir and 
.,ked him cleuly 1(1 .~te his posil lon on Iile ~rf(ltm.1lnce of 
m.nl~ ce~lfIonles for ZOI'03<tri;1II S.U·Is. Wile,.. al ler two 

Of th.tt reqU",I, n(ll'q>iy was ~v«I, the 6IhJi'b .Ioked Jor . 
dec ijjon from the A"jomum. Alt ... much dt:b.le, tht lin;"""'" 
decldtd 10 se'IIl a ddeg;ooon 10 the dl>i5 !/i,.. 10 nq:oli"e 10'1 the 
!NOrN:r;t. AmOI'l3 thOR sent Wert Ust~ f . ... in·M;IId Shlr· 
M .. rd. a &hi1. and Ustid KhudibakMh, prtVdornt of 1M An. 
j",""", who was highly ~ytnpalhtic tOwlrd &hi·I •. The 
d~eg<otion f .. lIed 10 Rach a compromise with the dttsli.,.. who 
adamant ly rd ,,!.td to perform the ~rtm()ny. WIlom the di'1tg",. 
lion ;MUed ill repor t. the A"ju»1l1n ruitd that tnc matr ia~~ 
co .. ld be pe.f"rme.l by a Idym~n fam iliar with tnc " ... c~tQ ~ inc~ 

" 
lheir K'lipIUTH did nol upijcjlJy <t Ile thll il mw be performed 
by a d/Ulli,. 

0,. ... one Ioundred. repected Zo~trlar. attended the ...ed. 
dJtoc, Indudin& _".;oJ mm'.bmi of the A"i"""'" ' BftOH the 
actual ~mony was I""rformed, a lel",r from the P.usI 8#nl. 
AId!!!!!r 11 ~~ib was rNd u:p,ins unity and r«Oncillatlon be­
t_n al1 ZOI'OMtO;ms. Then an a MOUncmJflI l pr.p.llred by the 
,room w it read, 

Du. 8.glh!!I: 
~ Iw.r, thl t tho d~.turs. parlkul~rl y Dut~ . Ni mcl k h . .... ~· 

fUioOd to officllte Ihi. muri~g. conlTI~1 de..,Ue 1M itd"l~t 01 the 
I\ .. ju ....... • nd it! ..... pectd leade ... Slno;e Mowh.rr In 1M A~a 
dod II ... , thaI a puoon. withoutt"" ..wan« of a <WI';, . cannot 
... IIl • • ried ..:wrdin& to Zotoatri~n I .. w, .n~ :zo..oa.uLon I.yrrwt 
IIl.y P"f0llll the (annoii)'. ~ore lOd.y with Jot Incl haw>-
1\tIO , the rn-.nqt 01 Ml~ and h .an&IJ • .u.uaill« of HilsNn,; 
Wli br oIlkWfd by Flniz T~. My ~ Is thaI ;n In.- fuharr 
all 01 u.. l o.outr;.n Loymfll will "-'forth ... I""~ of tMit own 
rtlillon In ordtr tNt all ".'fairu "" ..... 11 _ _ y I"ulun Into tMir 
own ......... and done by !Mm,-

!\lid, from the absence of the d.wul'$. th" S.hi·" "'6. cart­
fill 10 pt. form Ihe ceremony in a<:cord",nc. with ZO!"()astrian 
C ~ lto m. Bu!, this incldt.nt pooed ~ MOrio .. ! thr • .!.! to lhe position 
of the u/Utll,.. !ln~. by denying fheir rl lul l n.ctnlt)', the An­
i~m~n had chall. nged the very basis of thti r priel tiy po_r, 
Thul the J.i.tua tion w .. india-li ... e, 1101 only ai l" ! tmlions .~. 
j,tl", bootwttn the & hi'i COf\Vtrl5 al'lCi Ihe traditional zo~­
tf;aM, but 01 those eristir.g brtwHn th. o. thodo~ clergy and 
Ihe ftCui., reform~ ~ted b)' the Anill,,",n 

At thc ttfllioru ~t-.. the A"i"num and 1M ' Mitlon;o] 
. I.rgy had led to iI 5ep'Iration of Zor'QM(rian B.M'(s In 'he ""t· 
i",ma~ of maf~ ceftJIIonlH, lhe faIM tezWOnJ induced 
Ihe Il;a .... ~ 10 t llabli'" a ~ery. WMn the motMr of 5iy. 
.... "" Alff..rtd "stroke. a <Yriain "'''UlbGd came to call on her. 
T.klng 5iy~ ... ash asid., he ~TI to thre.t,tf n him ... yll'13: "YOII 
1I.1h.\·;. h"vc YC1yrsd " ..,. pE'l'f nrmed yo~ r Own m.arrialSe' and 
Ilw _ !nll' rirrl"'] with tiw work " I tlw ,J"&lI irA. WhM will you do il 
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your motlwc d in and they don' l Itt her into tnt d"lclrmiJ.r 
Slyha!!!:s molhe: ovffh~.ro lilt con ... fSiltion , Otspi~ her ill­
ness and polin ~ .no...ted bad: at the nurwbold th~ t ih~ would 
hlV~ nothing to do wilh eithff dlOkhmihs or dlU/(Ir" ~. 
dlff! she inlw M to be buri\'d according 10 Blkn I .. w and 
wou ld no l forp~ hn' ~htld ren If tMy di d Inylhina th~ , 

AI It was, ~ lived IIllcldlt;Of\iII twtnty,three YUIl'. But the 
B;thi'1s now ~;tllud thu lIn~ Ihl' dasturs had beren unable to 
.dli~ve lhel. purpose by .... ilhhoJdins theIr wrvlee. IO Dahl'lul 
,,,h,,mbd ... Ind maniases, IMY would try aglln, I. they had 
with Mull.i Bahrl m, 10 prevtnl the BaM'Is From havins access 
10 thr d"kitmi",. Thr Zoroastti.lln ~hn. consulted tosr lhl'l" 
.I\d dedd"ed 10 fonn a vlUll (n-liSJous found. lion) in order 
10 nt .. bHsh tlM! i. own crmetrry. This c"",elery Will liven Ihr 
... me name Iha l was applied 10 Bahn "",meterin Ihrollghou t 
I, ;on, plill.m-I jAvit/ ( .. Iunal prdto). Thr Zoro.llirian Bl.ha' Jii 
r«ovtd .II , .. bJet from i\bdu1-Bah' Ippla",dlna IMiT d lorts 10 
mel .... h .. 1 he tmnrd the no):ious ptKlicr of It.llvinS d .. ~ bodin 
upoHd 10 vul lUIti and 5IClI~S. HI' W"Std Ihtm, how.." ... , 
10 procrtd. w;lh thr u tmO$ I aulm and not providf tlw d ... t ...... 
with a.ny rxo:l* to tre.lltr f\ll!hllO" di:sturba.nca ." 

Accordinsly, the B.ohU, w rotr 10 Ihr I fn i dlUt~, of ~r­
man, Kay-KnuilRw Rullt.llm I nd .!lked hI-! opinion on Ihe mal­
len under diiIPut • . This is a part of hia r~spon!~ : 

Q : if any Zoro.:oSlrl~n l'Ym&l\ hi •• ,"""mba, and • dOll/w, 10 ngt 
I",UII\oIe 0 1 ref ....... 10 <;e<ne, may this duty tri ll bot perlOl'"tlUdl 
A: Any z.o.o.:o,n""n ~~m&n whc QfI rtlel 1M A_lI may per­
f_ tbe ~ocoo.. . 

Q : Jtr&.ordina mv ..... ' If. ""'......., is _ ''''''I~bM or """'- to 
twnII. wlw is Ih.e Mudt,n Ia wl 
A: In my oplnior\.. If a ~" not ...... law. Or rtf...- 10 nr.M, 
any Zoroutrian who"-' UncI may IUd 1M p,.~tn of blessi", 
in tht !>f<"H"ftCe of lho flithful ;u,d tlltnby ("tlfm 'M conditlons;u,d 
' equlrt<olt!\li, In <:>«Ic-r to loIn t ... o Pitt;'" tM baric requlrtl" .... t ll 
1M prtWM"t" of lwo witr.f"UotS . 
Q : Wh.1 _ t~ ClIliom of tho. oIDlth""b. t I'" 11m. ol1..cro;ostor 
and Ih.e IlalUS of bu.r1.>11 
A: AI dttennint<! by tM Holy T,," t, ' he >lalu. nf b url. l tn , .... ' bM 

ZorQ<lSf,;"n Con",,,,lol"U" fO Ihe Bahll'/ Fllith ., 
of this ~at prrJO~ waJ.u foll,,_: ~ 10 tn.- Di"brrd. 
1M body WII. left In .. _ uypt far f""" hunwo h.abilliion, The 
d1tJrJ.,..JJo _ rno<k of atone. duolk, d .. y .nc1 mud, fu ('OM any 
WliT_1 lhal lhe body .... ~ boo InN! for I .... ",,"~"ru, 6<11 In~ .... 
<;"!tn, tlmn it w.u p.efer.boIt- lO .... ". crypt Ollt of ~ oIna1~ .to"" ttl 
Iht hilt, and dose- off 1M tO$' . This II ~~. I y _ <"Onl"'y to th~ 
Good Rcllston. Ml.ny J.\ICh <rypl1 We<"t tho!: burial placH of king •. 
'" I u"«rtI.and it. ul-Ilally 1M .w:....!!mj~ lndudr.:llhr poe •• nd •• 
much.os ~ limit(d dl .. contam lnatioro oflho!: lInd and w .. t« 
supply. it il ..... oppoied to rtli3iOn 10 bury 1I", dtad In a pIKe sur­
roundfd by 510fl., with I h~ lop doxd, p.o .... ldl", II I, f • • f,om Vly 
habll;ulon ." 

Siyavuh ~at6 in his auto biography th.1t lhe B.ohJo1s !KIlIghl 
Ihls opinion from lhe diUt .. , of Krf"",n 10 10'ellall any <>pp<r.>i­
lion whit;1'I IlI;Sht aow. HI' considered it imporUnl as well 10 
m .blish thai Bahi';s did nOI bdievr it ri8h1 to IrUI ~UalOJl "" 
IoOmrfl'linij 10 be ~ipublrd according to one', own dni."". 
'I"he-rdort, lilt B,ah3' iI soug/li lo plOY!: !My _ ICl lne In '"ceo .... 
,I, na wilh loJOiUtrWl bw." 
A~nlly, the Ibh.ns had not madr I<Ifficif"fl t Inroads into 

the Z.orouln..n commul"\I!)' 01 Krrm.lln 10 pose a.ny tbrul to 
the prie:lthood thrrl' . He1"lCr the dQ5t~, drmonSl r,lIrd no ant~g­
"nllm toward tht Bahns (If in laC"!., hi! k!'H!w Ihnn to be .a). In 
.' Ilpt.ling 10 an outlide l u thorl ly, tho! Bahi'!1 w~rr Ofl(r again 
~ ll1 derminfng tht: dllSlurs of Yazd . From Iht lettet, it wOllld ap­
I~.or ,hal Ihe d"stur of Krfm~n w i! unusually liberal in h i. 
thl nkins lind M a bro-adl)' based tducition. In all lIkrlihood, 
II(! w .... chos.fn ror th'l lUl-On, 

The A"j"m",n """orously .... pportfil lhe dft"blon of tloil Iim­
'1" . much 10 ~ diMna~ of the pr~ts In Yud. n. dlutlin held 
•• ,111" al the fire temples and wrotr lracts NOfu ti". hl$ po\ilicm 
III ~rd to buri;ol. A m~mbtr of the Allill""'" repondrd to 
d,use t rKts: 

If rwM bUI II dow", <;"lIn !'ClfOrm ,~lig;o..,1 _ In , . U ,"" Z"ID_ 
. ".nan. <>f Tdu .... l<e ~ 10 lM!U , ..cI t"'l. chlldr .... ~ iIItgiti­
'IU''', It,.. ,hoi, N ffMOfIWs In Trll •• n '<e ...... .........d by AnIio.hir 
I(,,".m Kuc¥ih. Thf......, to I .... fur 1M Zoro-HIri.,. ai London. 
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ChiN .nd AmHb. If il br arguN lhal 11110; III ~11.,..cd <rul 01 
_-'Iy ~ ~t'gtn<y; tho> ... me wCNtd hold ...... 11'1. situalion in 
whld> Ihe~r""posail •••. In~nyu~ lhe,uardlambip of lho> 
dakJ!mill ""~ with A.,p-." 

To lurt~r <;<tntolidate their pt)Sition, the B~h;\'li obtained a 
dO(Umen t ataling 1M sympathetic posil itln ,.ken by one of the 
dlUlul'S 01 India. This statement w~. originally ma~ in English, 
but one of the B~hffs tran~lated it Into Penian 10 di'trib ule 
Mound Yud. The author, )iyun·JI Mad!, stared that while he 
w~. In EuroPE' in 1889 h. became acquain ted with the princi­
ples of the Bah,3.'\ Faith," From what he had l tudied of it he be­
lieved O!'le could ea.;i1y be both II BaU'j and a ZoroUlrilln just 
;'" O!'le ~ould be a Suii or a Freem~n and "m be i Zoroaslrian , 
As lar as he could lelI, the Baha'! Faith Wal not a 1T1 ~ion but a 
phUotophy which .n~ grultr IrHdom for metI and 
women "I'd dC;rourngW ITligious l .. naUdsm and ignorance. 
The~fole, as lona "" a Baha' j wOIT the IQdrih and /rushll L'ld 
followed the leachings and l a~ ol Z«oaster, he WllJ to be con­
ai~red " Zo' oastrian, The dasliir nattd thit some Baha'is hoiId 
dil« ~ rdtd theit' customs, but wen peNOnl weI'! nei thrr good 
Bahn. nor good Zomas/Jiam, As 10 th~lr beliefs ab"u t pro­
phesi •• concern ing the Say""hant i Ind ~'h Bahd.m, the 
Baha'i, .... t:re clearly confu""d about this, The Biib could not 
possibly btl one of those, and n"ne of thei r lead!1l! was con­
ceived in a lake as the Sayoshant. would be , Nevertheles., their 
error here wall cerl~inly not ""riou. enough to exclude them 
fro m the community," While Siyiivath lItateil Ihls OOculMnt 
was no l !rIdin!lve (If the act ual views held by Ball,j.'!s of the 
lim", IMy nc nelhele;;s WO!n' willing 10 utilite the !ilall!1YM'nl in 
Ihflr di'p"'t& with the dASfii", of Yud,u 

Idandiyu GushLiIf> do""t..d the bind fOf' the CemHery. 
.... hich consisted of a walled garden localed not far from the 
dllk/omih, The Bah:'i'fo made crypts oul of six ,10nN which ~ 
placed on ;ill Jiclt:s, In the ground, they imbedded chalk. U. tfid 
lavin.Mard drifted the ullqf docurMn t which w., laken to lhto 
Mu!! im /'Plujtllnid, Labkhandagi. The mull~llid ,hanged the 
wording " I the document and issued a de.;: r~c In J~nj.\uJ~c which 

" 
was qul~ offen'liv", In SOIM way' it wu Indlu tivt 01 rdatio ru; 
bel_ Muslim< and minorities in Yaw al the li~: 

It Is Ike ( bSlom of "'" ZoroutJi.u1 ~ not 10 bury their~, be 
IMy mtn or wome", youns 0' old; nor do they (OWer ,hc;. fa<... 
ewn ii stir be ~ WOffilln. R.ther, lthe bodyl b tlV1ln 10" oI"!IV' , ,, 
bf pJolCfd In .. remote place or • J~ ~h,.,ih or on • Ji" no, nposed 10 
dw lun and mD<ln and . 11 the ~ ....... nt., I" bK""", m •• t for vul­
lurel who eo l what i. unclean, ,t., Anyone wllh • little Insight and 
undfrstanding would [~l the g~~ tut ~.Ionl.hm~nt and rrvul. ion 
al Ihi. , u",,,rn , although history .how, tha I i~ the p~st th~y were 
nOI alway. this way .nd did not alway. duplM Ih~lr dead In tlli' 
malVlE., Now, litl1. by litlJ.e, Ill n y<>up hu c,,~ to und ..... tand tho 
oIfenlive"", of Ihi' b<>havior and are emba1TuK<l by i i, corn""ud 
te In..g""" rul .. of MnoIim., lell8 .," lhey acIopr.d the ~"'If, and 
ehenllTMS lhey 1ilew~ _ " In.. ~uI"uoce 01 MuoJI".. for thoir 
marr iage ...... moni .. , II is now lheir in ltnll"" 10 do the 1Wn~ in 
rfi/lMs to burial. 1be<rlore, tn obWimct 10 1$1;01'11, Ivandiyn Ibn 
Gush~ Ibn SuriM Qjsim.\WdI, in rny prtSeltC~, by hit own ~ 
.... iI['ln • lrue ~amic ",.""er. has ntabll&ht<l thl! ""qf,''' 

A cop~ of this document wa~ fc""vucUd 10 Tehran and con­
firmed by 1M ulama lhel'! whll~ another copy remained in the 
[ilea of the Guli, tan-i Javid Foundallon, Munwhlle the dasturs 
w"k atep! t" alir up agitation against the ~m~tery among the 
,urrounding villages. Finally, the dr:lJtur$ decided to tear down 
lhe cemetery wall. them:;elvei and desecrate the ,rav~lltel , The 
Baha'is dlKovr red their plan and uked the "'"I .. mllllio request 
Ihat thl! gov~rnment po:;t II guard to protect the si te, The gov­
r rnmenl sent ieVl"fa! honemen 10 gua rd the ~mtl"Y during 
Ihe day, I)ul alter Ihey Idt at night the dlJSliits cam. under Ih. 
1"·(!ltl'\£f thit they were reading SCriptlllU at the d,,/rltmih. TMy 
I'r"io;e Into tht ct:mttery and deat royt-d lhe gnlvntones. When 
Ihr Haha'j di$covt:recI the da~ lhe: nat day, thl!y report..d 
lfw intldtnt to Iht: A niumlln, 11M- MSlr'lrs insiated th"y hd 
""th ing to do with it , Fir". TIrnndiz went 10 the surmunding 
vll l.l!;ei ond quel ti""",d th~ peasan ts, The villagers toM him that 
tlK' d~51~rj tMm.., lv~s had vandalized the ~m~tery , In Ih l$ case 
11K' All""'''''', in ord~r to downplay the Incident, asked lofan-
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dty~ r GU~lasp to drop ",II (~ ,nd paid kim for ,he 
d.o.mlllft·" 

Tit, Ag;w;nQrio'l of Us' tW MQS10 KIt"JlitHIkhJh. Deeply con­
cuned OVII'I" dw lJopldly d!'l.ffiontinl ,;tu l;otI ... i lhin 1M Zom· 
astri .. n comm\lnl~ 01 Yud, .... rdi!ohlr-H ,s"hib, 1M Pani ~I , 
CltrIf: from T tnr .. n to Yud to ftfti:t .. rK OI1dliiotion . He called 
lor ;II 1J1ftIilll of lhe fl'iU'f ZorcwoslrLan commu/'iily, including 
tM ZOrn .... '""n BeaU'is. In a paKLona'e sp«Ch. he urged both 
groups to maintain tht lt unily. He menllonftilhl he had mel 
'Abdu"·Bahi two yUrt boero~ and vc tolled hit chractr. and 
knowl~." 

SUII . thot tension 'Ir~ily WQl'Wned. TM dflSlim and 1M con­
wrvaulI<!@!m-omls of the community bfpn to.Im Ihrit attACk 
directly a' IIIM-ral me~rs cline """jum .. " who 'I~y 'ym­
pathiud with the Balin,. Foremost imong I~ Wr.I UlJtid 
Malle. Khud"'.1!i!!!!!, praidml of the """flo"""'. ~1I.w...kh~ . 
lhoqh born In Vaul had emiauttd with his family to Bom~y 
durina the famine of 15'10- 1871 . He recflvnJ hkf'duc:oti'>n from 
the P . .... 1t; alld Ihen returned to Yazd to tuch at th Zorouuian 
schoo], Dabld.frAn K~Y·~Ullrawuf. Regudtd .10 5 the l.ader of 
the libe r.l fac tion of Zoroamlan laymen. h, oppoted th~ ritual 
satrlflcts, , .. ppon ed calendar ch.nF' .• nd f3vored limitations 
on the power of the cIergy." A lIO(iely, MRJm'ay-lliaq~hi,,63 
W<l I:/AQBt4y-f Ya l d (Society of Tr .. th-Knowtn and Truth­
Speakfrt of YudJ w~~ formed to oppcte thne reform, ... _ll 
u the IctivhlK of the Bah"! •. The lIO(iCly commlwontd an 
._In. RraydUn Rultam Klrm!nl, 10 ioU! both M.r;ter Kh ... 
d'bakhsh and flM T""andU. 

Flr.lyd6n RlKt.lm ~t to the door of PI.rUz Tffillndb d3-
gu\sed as a tdegnm I1'IIIn. f iNZ opened the door. then ,ud~ 
bKime MlSpici01».II\d closed It. Finydim Rutt.lom riddltd tht­
door with bllllri. and then fled Ih, laroe. flNz TIt.l.,.!U sul­
feftd no injuM, The nut day flr.loydlln Ru, tOlm ,hoi !S!'u,u­
b.>khsh thl'01.lgh the he.lod as M W.loS hudtd fnr 1M Khool. TIw 
MII;m" sent .10 threllie-n ing leiter , illht" n d"YJ lat<"r tll lkta.d 
KaYllm. rth. Khud.\b.lokh!li' ("Owork,r. who had ~it<:tl their 

oppolit!CTI by offerios fret ed .. cIUon to the poor.- Kayum •• !!:! 
RHI to Bombt.y. The .",-"m WI' eventually arres.lHi, but 
RUlII.lm lnIIC.r and ArWb Kay-J<hulUlIw in tervened on his. be­
h.llf .Ind arr~ for hlm 10 ~ .I11owed 10 t$CIpe. The Zoroas-
1.I"nl !.lIe, COMtruc'If,d a mmlOrial cont.lnl1\3 a burning b mp 
I l lhe Ihe of Mas«r Khud'billkhlh', _mnalion.-~ Bah.'" 
th_lves regardeod M a5le-r i<hudiblokhsh.los .I m .. tlyr Vld be­
Iltvtd hiuyrflP.lo thy toward Ihe 8.""., was lhe m.lojor re.lSO:1 he 
W.lo$ ;Ii$5.lotsi~ttd . 'Abdu1-BaM, ifni ;Ii Ieller 10 the Zormosl rian 
B.hn, .ccording him the st.lliOfl 0 1 .1 BahU m .. rtyr. de.pite!he 
!.Ioct II was rec08niztd th<ot he was n,ver .. BaM·I. His dfscen­
danlf bK.Iomt BaU'!s," 

The __ ~Iion provfd. WriOU5 mllcalcul. tlon on u... pM( 

of the contotrv .. t;vts. for while Il\ty may No~ .lKaflIed in leI'­
rorWll8 lOme of JIbttaI f.lo~t;on of Ihe Zoroasttbn community, 
tMY irn~ly Wlderminfd 1M moul cndibillty of the Zorn­
asm..n c~Y. From this point on, 1M power and authority of 
the prles!hood disintegfiltfd rapidly olIld lilt Alfjunllfn AS$lU11ed. 
.lmol! compl~e leadel'lhip of lhe ZorQ;lSlr~ commWlity. 

Zoroastrl.ln BahUs of len made mtmero", tt"" to Bombay, 
bo th for businns and 10 promulgate their feUslon. Before long 
tome of the r.l'lliln Bombay ],eQme coocerned with their ac­
tivl tie •. bo th in India and in Iran. In 1907. tht eminent Zoroas­
trian theologian Dr, ManekJI Dhalla tried to convince the Par~i 
ltadenhlp In Bombay of Ihe IM!riou.ne!! of thf: Hahn Ihreat. 
MOSI of thoh! luden, he_vet, tfgarded Ihe Hahn Faith a~ /I 
hlrmleM movemenlslmllar to the Theosophist •. Or. Dllilll vis­
It...:! Iran In 1920 and found. to hll dlsmlY, thai III tM '-""<.loll ed 
Loroutrlanl 01 Quvin Weft In fact Bah .. " ." 

In 1911 Iht Amtllontlon Society wn t 0111 a"oth • • reprncn­
!lIlive 10 Ir"n. Pnlan)l Tasl:e-r. Ht dlKovr rrd 1""1 Baha1s w""' 
~ti!l prominent in tl-tr Zorofl5lTian sdlool '~Irm . H. found 
:t.uro.nlrian Ba!>j'K invt:Sleod wilh lhe paed cord, silldying 
/\tabie im.lt.d of Avnra. l>est .. nli ;lIuemplcd to ptfiSure one of 
the ZorQ;lsrriiln BlrhJ.-1 ttad~n 10 m.loke;li Ilit lhe rnerr.bers of 
Ih" ZorQ;lm'i.,n community who were in fact Bah~·i~. The 
t,-.reIK'. m uJ«J t(> 0.10 iI<>. Su~ntly. flnianji issued an order 
... hk·h Wll~ 1',,,,rC'd un tht- m~ ln Un: leml'lr "I y" rd ~peJljnlllll1 



.. SUJoOn 51iltli 

poe",,'" not fully abldi!'l& by Zorouttian ttadltlon from p.rtici­
p.l1;on in the ZorQut~., community." B.Ut.i'u, ptcKftt~ Pa­
'''"li'- order to 1M British consul.i~ In Yud. sinu hr ... .os I 
Bri,"" I ... b;ecl. TIN: «InsuLate hlY~i&"~ the mallet, but re­
fmHI lo irUtfVtM ." 

Crmc/ullon. Whil ~ Zo,outlian BaMo',," continued /0 Ibide by 
Ih .. clUtomary laws of their an«Stral rdtpon and IIIpporl lis in­
st it u tlON, th~ at Ihe IaITIe III'M usodated f!'Hly wllh Bah.li1s 
who Wfff out$ide 1M Zoroastrlan communlty. In so doina they 
violated 1M ... "wri tlHl ethnic religious boundiriH which re­
stri(led relations bHwffl'\ membtn of .epa,. ! .. oommunirin 10 
iKllely KOnomk llI'IU. T l'Iis tx(;ttC the OfJP05itkm of many 
ZO'CNlllriilM, npecia!ly the de.sy, ag;;a;nsl the Sahli'ls. For the. 
mOllI put Iht merd'lnt and professional cia"" within tt... 
ZOl'CNOlimn rommunity rqardtd 1M BahA'is ., pfO&lH!oiVf 
mfl!lbn's cI tt... commWl;ty and U10wed no ndllcUn~ In ap­
poimllll 1Wl"',, to ".mtiON of lutdtrs.'>ip. 

c;,~\I.lly. z.o..o;utmn a.h,'ls besiln to "lAbiltll ~r.lf 
Inl.ll tuliofUI a1on,gl1>de the traditional Zcro.stri,n OM:l . StiD, 
ZOI'OMtnatl Baha'i, sought 10 justify their deJ)llrtum from 
ZOl'Olt'ltr\1ll\ restomt In I"m' of Zorl»strian I,w Iml .p~ale<l 
to reforming elem~n ts of the community to iUpport them. In so 
doing they markedly aJt~red the character of enti re Zoroutrlan 
life, dl Kre<lIUng the Zoroutrt an cle'KY and al10winK the secular 
elite to usume effett!ve H:ildership. Zoroastriiln BaM'is did 
not fiM]!Y MpUi-te Ih~rmelVft from the Zorontrlan COmmun­
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