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The Power of the
Covenant

There is a power in this Cause—a mysterious power—far, far,
far away from the ken of men and angels; that invisible pow-
er is the cause of all these outward activities. It moves the
hearts. It rends the mountains. It administers the complicated
affairs of the Cause. It inspires the friends. It dashes into a
thousand pieces all the forces of opposition. It creates new
spiritual worlds. This is the mystery of the Kindgom of

Abha! The Covenant of Baha'u’lldh, p. 70

Know this for a certainty that today, the penetrative power
in the arteries of the world of humanity is the power of the
Covenant. The body of the world will not be moved through
any power except through the power of the Covenant. There
is no other power like unto this. This Spirit of the Covenant
is the real Centre of love and is reflecting its rays to all parts
of the globe, which are resuscitating and regenerating man
and illuminating the path to the Divine Kingdom.

ibid., p. 71

The first condition is firmness in the Covenant of God. For
the power of the Covenant will protect the Cause of Baha’u’-
llah from the doubts of the people of error. It is the fortified
fortress of the Cause of God and the firm pillar of the reli-
gion of God. Today no power can conserve the oneness of
the Baha’l world save the Covenant of God; otherwise differ-
ences like unto a most great tempest will encompass the
Baha’i world. It is evident that the axis of the oneness of the
world of humanity is the power of the Covenant and nothing
else. ... Therefore, in the beginning one must make his steps
firm in the Covenant—so that the confirmations of Baha’u’-
llah may encircle from all sides, the cohorts of the Supreme
Concourse may become the supporters and the helpers, and
the exhortations and advices of ‘Abdu’l-Bah4, like unto the
pictures engraved on stone, may remain permanent and in-
effaceable in the tablets of the hearts.

ibid., p. 77





















which it ordains, protects the Faith from the enduring in-
fluence of individuals whose passionate desire for leadership
impels them to violate that Covenant. The Universal House
of Justice describes the Covenant as:
an institution which protects the Cause from indi-
viduals who, through the assertion of their own
wills, would try to force God’s Cause into the
paths of their own preference and thus divide the
faithful and subvert the world-wide establishment
of divine justice.20

The Teachings further indicate that this desire for leader-
ship, and this preference for one’s own will rather than the
Will of God, is a consequence of the fostering of the lower,
or material nature of man. Baha’u’llah has issued a sober
warning in these words:

Endeavour to your utmost to protect yourselves,
because satan appears in different robes and
appeals to everyone according to each person’s
own way, until he becomes like unto him (satan),
then he will leave him alone. ... Be informed by
these utterances and shun the manifestations of
the people of hell. ... The greatest of degradation
is to leave the Shadow of God and enter under
the shadow of satan.21

The meaning of the symbolic terms used in this passage
has been clarified by the Universal House of Justice:
The references to Satan or The Evil One in Baha’{
Scripture are symbolical and do not at all imply
the existence of a personal devil. They sym-
bolize the lower nature of man, the selfish prompt-
ings of his ego, and so forth. They are also used,
sometimes, to symbolize the machinations of
Covenant-breakers or the spirit of Covenant-
breaking, and this is the sense of the quotation
from the Words of Baha’w’llah on pages 20 to 22
of Volume XIII of The Star of the West ...22

Thus the promptings of man’s lower nature, allowed to
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influence an individual without restraint, lead to an atrophy
of his spiritual faculties; his lower self rules his behaviour,
and his egotistic desires motivate him to seek leadership
through violation of the Covenant.

Do Covenant-breakers know what they are doing?

‘Abdu’l-Bahd provides an illuminating insight into the con-
dition of mind of a Covenant-breaker. Referring to violators
of the Covenant, He states:
These do not doubt the validity of the Covenant
but selfish motives have dragged them to this Conj
dition. It is not that they ignore what they do—
they are perfectly aware and still they exhibit
opposition.23

From these words it is evident that Covenant-breaking is
a non-logical phenomenon having extremely destructive
spiritual consequences. Only an insatiable desire for leader-
ship and power, or a desperate obsession with self importance
and personal superiority could lead an individual Baha’i to
knowingly violate the Covenant. As ‘Abdu’l-Baha states
“they are perfectly aware”; yet this awareness is insufficient
to restrain them from their destructive actions.

Covenant-breaking has no parallel in everyday experience.
It is foreign to our normal understanding of human behaviour
and differs from the characteristics we usually observe in,
other human beings or in ourselves. Its rarity challenges our
qnderstanding; we must be careful to base our comprehen-
sion of it on the Teachings rather than by comparing it to
cher behaviour patterns we might have observed in daily
life. To understand this subject we need to clear our minds
Qf preconceived ideas or prejudices, and approach the Teach-
ings with the authority of the Manifestation and His Holy
Text clearly before us.
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Il
Some Historical
Aspects

Has Covenant-breaking occurred in past Dispensations?

No previous Dispensation has embodied a Covenar}t having
provisions as clear and authoritative as those within the

Covenant of Baha’u’llah.
Referring to Christianity, ‘Abdu’l-Baha has stated:
... divisions were created in the religion of God and

it was not known which was pursuing the right
pathway because there was no appointed center to
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whom Christ referred everyone, no successor
whose word was a gateway to truth. 24

The Guardian has pointed out:
... the text of the Qur’an ... gives no definite guid-
ance regarding the Law of Succession, the source
of all dissensions, the controversies, and schisms
which have dismembered and discredited Islam.25

There is no direct parallel to Covenant-breaking in past
Dispensations, no evident similarity in religious history.
However the spirit of Covenant-breaking is that of betrayal,
when a follower of a religion betrays its Founder or its
Teachings out of a desire for material gain and power. His-
tory demonstrates how shameful has been this betrayal in
previous Dispensations, and how destructive it has been in
its perversion of the true purpose of religion.

‘Abdu’l-Baha refers to Judas in Tablets wherein the spirit
of violation of the Covenant is discussed.
Judas Iscariot was one of the disciples yet he
betrayed Christ.26

Iscariot must not be forgotten; the Divine sheep
must constantly be guarded against devouring
wolves. ...27

Praise be to God, you know with perfect clearness
that His Holiness Christ was extremely kind and
loving, yet there were people like Judas Iscariot

who—by their own deeds—separated themselves
from Christ.28

Interpreting prophecies of the New Testament, ‘Abdu’l-
Baha describes the perfidious behaviour of the Umayyad
faction in Islam, which perverted the Teachings of Muham-
mad to obtain material power and leadership. He describes
the Umayyads as having “... dominated the Muhammadan
religion,” “... destroyed the third part of the holy and saint-
ly people of the lineage of Muhammad who were like the
stars of heaven,” ‘... sought to kill any of Muhammad’s
descendants who might be highly esteemed.”29
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The annals of religious history have long been staiged with
the mark of betrayal. The Bah4a’i Faith has not been immune
from such behaviour; the uniqueness of this Dispensation lies
in the fact that it is endowed with a Covenant which ensures
that Covenant-breaking will not succeed in dividing the
community, compromising the purity and integﬁty of the
Teachings, or retarding the dynamic rate of its growth.

Has the Bahd’l Faith been subject to Covenant-breaRing on
many occasions?

The history of the Bahd’i Faith shows that several atter.npts

have been made to subvert the Covenant. Shoghi Effendi has

written: '
Manifold, various, and at times extremely perilous,
have been the tragic crises which the blind hatred,
the unfounded presumption, the incredible folly,
the abject perfidy, the vaulting ambition, of tl}e
enemy have intermittently engendered within
the pale of the Faith. From some of its most
powerful and renowned votaries, at the hand's of
its once trusted and ablest propagators, champions,
and administrators, from the ranks of its most
revered and highly-placed trustees whether as
companions, amanuenses or appointed lieutenants
of the Herald of the Faith, of its Author, and of
the Center of His Covenant, from even those who
were numbered among the kindred of the Manifes-
tation, not excluding the brother, the sons and
daughters of Baha’u’llah, and the nominee of the
Bab Himself, a Faith, of such tender age, and
enshrining so priceless a promise, has sustained
blows as dire and treacherous as any recorded in
the world’s religious history.30

The strength of the Covenant is clearly evident from the
fact that it has successfully withstood these attacks, and that

it has emerged triumphant from these crises.
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What form did it take in the time of Bahd’u’lléh ?

The principal Covenant-breaker during this period was
Mirza Yahyd, described by the Guardian as “the Arch-
breaker of the Covenant of the Bab.”’31 Nominated by the
Bab “as a figure-head pending the manifestation of the
Promised One,”32 he claimed to be the successor of the
Béb, and later claimed to be a Manifestation of God, when
he became aware of the claim of Baha’u’ll4h.

His attacks upon Baha’u’llah included poisoning, which
produced a serious illness with severe pains and high fever;
he poisoned the well providing water for the family of
Baha’u’llah; he attempted to organize assassination of
Bahd’u’lldh; he maliciously spread defamatory untruths in
Constantinople concerning Baha'u’llah; and his behaviour
played a significant role in provoking the Ottoman Turkish
government to exile Baha’u’llah to ‘Akka.

The Guardian tells us that Mirz4 Yahya “lived long enough
to witness ... every hope he had so maliciously conceived
reduced to naught.”33 He was unable to divide the Baha’{
community, and no trace remains of the small band of fol-
lowers with which he surrounded himself. In later years,
his eldest son approached ‘Abdu’l-Baha, “expressed repen-
tance, prayed for forgiveness,”34 and was accepted back into
the Faith.

Despite the ultimate failure of Mirza Yahya’s attack, he
did succeed in causing great suffering to Baha’u’llih. The
Guardian tells us that his attack “brought incalculable sorrow
to Baha’u’lldh, visibly aged Him, and inflicted, through its
repercussions, the heaviest blow ever sustained by Him in
His lifetime.”’35

Was Abdu’l-Bahd subjected to attack from Covenant-breakers?

Mirzda Muhammad-‘Ali, “a half-brother of ‘Abdu’l-Bahj, ...
holding a rank second to none except Him Who had been
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appointed as the Center of that Covenant,”36 was “the
arch-breaker of the Covenant’’37 of Baha’u’llah. The Guar-
dian explains that:
The true ground of this crisis was the burning, the
uncontrollable, the soul-festering jealousy which
the admitted pre-eminence of ‘Abdu’l-Baha in rank,
power, ability, knowledge and virtue, above all
the other members of His Father’s family, had
aroused not only in Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali, the
arch-breaker of the Covenant, but in some of his
closest relatives as well.38

He subjected ‘Abdu’l-Baha to abuse and to malici}ous
unfounded accusations of perverting the Writings of Baha’u’-
llah and of depriving members of His family of their mon-
etary allowances; he himself forged passages of the Holy
Writings to distort their meaning into that which suited his
own ends; he launched a conspiracy for the murder of
‘Abdu’l-Bah4; and, his ‘‘incessant intrigues and monstrous
misrepresentations’39 resulted in renewal of the imprison-
ment of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

Initially, Muhammad-‘All appeared to enjoy a measure of
success. He
succeeded in ranging on his side almost the entire
family of Baha’u’llih, as well as a considerable
number of those who had formed his immediate
entourage.40 .
His attack subjected the Cause ‘“to one of the most grievous
ordeals experienced in the course of an entire century,”4l
while ‘“‘Abdu’l-Baha’s grief over so tragic a development ...
left its traces upon Him till the end of His days.”42

With the passage of time, it became increasingly clear that
Muhammad-‘Ali was doomed to total failure. He
was condemned to witness, in a growing measure ...
the frustration of his evil designs, the evaporation
of all his hopes, the exposition of his true motives
and the complete extinction of his erstwhile honor
and glory.43
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Eventually he passed away, ¢his hopes shattered, his plot-
tings frustrated, the society of his fellow-conspirators extin-
guished.”44

Another Covenant-breaker who emerged during the
Ministry of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd was Ibrahim-i-Khayru’llah, a Syrian
doctor who joined the Faith in Cairo. He came to Chicago
in 1894, and began teaching the Faith there and in other
cities. His teaching success inflamed his egotistic nature and
he plunged into the abyss of Covenant-breaking. Collabo-
rating with the Covenant-breakers associated with Muham-
mad-‘Ali, Khayru’lldh wrote denunciatory publications
attacking the Master. He “met his death soon after he had
uttered these denunciations, utterly abandoned and despised
by the entire body of the members’’45 of the Baha’i com-
munity.

Did the Guardian experience attacks from Covenant-breakers?

Several attempts were made to overthrow the provisions of
the Covenant during the Ministry of Shoghi Effendi, Guar-
dian of the Faith. Only some of the principal figures are
mentioned here.

Ahmad Sohrab, a former secretary of ‘Abdu’l-Baha,
impelled by ambition and a sense of self-importance,
attacked the Administrative Order at great length, “striving
to deface ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s noble handiwork and corrupt its
administrative principles.”46 His efforts were “completely
frustrated.”’47

Avarih, who had been a very active Baha’i teacher, fell
victim to his ambitions and violated the Covenant, attacking
the Guardian in ten volumes of books. Described by the
Guardian as “condemned by posterity as being the most
shameless, vicious, relentless apostate in the annals of the
Faith,”48 he found himself unable either to gather a follow-
ing around him or to disrupt the Baha’{ community.

Ruth White, an American Baha’i, disputed the authen-
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The Hands of the Cause very clearly and lucidly demol-

ished this spurious claim, stating:

26

Without one written word from the Guardian,
Mason Remey claims that because he was the
President of the International Baha’i Council and
because this body is the embryonic International
Institution, it automatically makes him the Presi-
dent of that future body, and hence, Guardian of
the Faith.

If the President of the International Baha’i Council
is ipso facto the Guardian of the Baha’l Faith,
then the beloved Guardian himself, Shoghi Effendi,
would have had to be the President of this first
International Baha’i Council.

If the presidency of the first International Baha’1
Council, which was not an elected body but
appointed by Shoghi Effendi was a permanent
thing, why did the beloved Guardian himself call
for an elected International Baha’l Council in the
future as part of the evolution of this institution
and its eventual efflorescence into the Universal
House of Justice?

We have not even an intimation in any writing of
Shoghi Effendi that the officers of the first
appointed International Baha’i Council would be
carried forward into the elected International
Baha’i Council.

There is nothing to indicate anywhere in the
Teachings that the officers of the elected Inter-
national Bahd’l Council would not be elected
according to the pattern of election of every other
Baha’i elected body.

The manner of the election of the Universal House
of dJustice has been laid down by ‘Abdu’l-Baha
Himself.

There is no possible reason for concluding that

Mason Remey, or any other Council member,
would automatically be carried forward into mem-
bership in that body.

If the presidency of either an appointed or an
elected International Bahd’l Council were syno-
nymous with the presidency of the Universal
House of Justice, then it follows the beloved
Guardian himself would have assumed this
position.64

No more than a handful of Bahd’is were deluded by Mason
Remey’s claim, and followed him into violation of the
Covenant and expulsion from the Faith. During the succeed-
ing years, they failed to make any enduring impression on
the unity of the Baha’l community. As the Baha’is went on
from victory to victory, completing the Ten Year Crusade,
electing the Universal House of Justice, embarking on the
Nine Year Plan, enrolling a multitude of seekers from all
parts of the world, the disorganized followers of Mason
Remey became fragmented by bitter internal dissension
and division. The body of the Remey supporters, deprived
of the spirit of the Faith, decomposed. Finally Mason Remey
passed away, his hopes of usurping the Guardianship totally
frustrated. His passing was announced to the Baha’is by the
Universal House of Justice in this cable:

Charles Mason Remey whose arrogant attempt
usurp Guardianship after passing Shoghi Effendi
led to his expulsion from ranks faithful has died
in Florence Italy in hundredth year of his life
buried without religious rites abandoned by
erstwhile followers. History pitiable defection by
one who had received great honours from both
Master and Guardian constitutes yet another
example futility all attempts undermine impreg-
nable Covenant Cause Baha’u’llah.65
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What is the reason for this restriction?

The Manifestation of God expresses Divine truth in His
Revelation. Quite often this truth is quite novel, and goes
beyond the state of knowledge obtained by use of the
rational process alone. An example lies in the statements of
the Teachings which describe Covenant-breaking as an infec-
tious spiritual condition, directly analogous to the infectious
physical diseases with which medical science has become
familiar over the past century. In answer to this question
from a believer, ‘Abdul’l-Baha wrote:

Thou hadst asked some questions; that why the

blessed and spiritual souls, who are firm and

steadfast, shun the company of degenerate persons.

This is because, that just as bodily diseases ... are

contagious, likewise the spiritual diseases are also

infectious. If a consumptive should associate with

a thousand safe and healthy persons, the safety

and health of these thousand persons would not

affect the consumptive and would not cure him of

his consumption. But when this consumptive asso-

ciates with those thousand souls, in a short time

the disease of consumption will infect a number of

those healthy persons. This is a clear and self-

evident question.78

In another place He stated, “one must protect and safeguard
the blessed souls from the breaths and fatal spiritual diseases;
otherwise violation, like the plague, will become a contagion
and all will perish.”79 Similar statements are made by the
Guardian. Referring to Covenant-breakers, he wrote, “they
are afflicted with what we might try and define as a con-
tagious spiritual disease.”80 He also points out that
“Baha’u’llah and the Master ... have told us, however, to
pray for them.”81

The analogy to infectious physical disease continues to
apply. We quarantine an individual afflicted with a conta-
gious physical ailment, but offer prayers for their healing;
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in like manner, we do not associate with Covenant-breakers,
but our prayers are offered for their healing from the severe
spiritual disease.

Does not this Teaching of the Faith restrict my liberty?

All of the Baha’i laws impose constraints upon the range of
behaviour permissible for a Bahd’i, e.g. the commandment of
obligatory prayer, the stipulation of a period of fasting, the
admonition to avoid intoxicant or narcotic substances, etc.
However these constraints do not restrict one’s liberty; on
the contrary, the purpose of the Baha’l Teachings is to
promote true liberty, through freeing the individual from
bondage to his material nature. Baha’u’llah has written:

True liberty consisteth in man’s submission unto

My commandments, little as ye know it. Were men

to observe that which We have sent down unto

them from the Heaven of Revelation, they would,

of a certainty, attain unto perfect liberty.82

Viewed in this light, with the perspective of the Baha’i
Teachings, the commandment to avoid Covenant-breakers
is part of the code of behaviour whereby an individual
Baha’i can attain an unprecedented degree of liberty, with
its resulting happiness and serenity.

Does not this non-association with Covenant-breakers con-
tradict the purpose of the Bahd'l Faith to promote unity?

The Universal House of Justice has expounded a vital prin-
ciple which underlies this question.
In attempting to understand the Writings, there-
fore, one must first realize that there is and can be
no real contradiction in them, and in the light of
this we can confidently seek the unity of meaning
which they contain.83
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The thought of reporting such a matter involving another
Bahd'r to an Institution of the Faith is not wholly attractive.
Why should I do this?

The Teachings point out the great responsibility placed upon
every Baha’l to protect the Faith. ‘Abdu’l-Bahd has written:
O ye beloved of the Lord! The greatest of all things
is the protection of the True Faith of God, the
preservation of His Law, the safeguarding of His

Cause and service unto His Word.96
When a believer is aware of possible violation of the Covenant,
his clear responsibility to protect the Faith necessitates
bringing the matter to the Institutions of the Faith. The
greater the delay, the greater the likelihood of the potential
problem becoming more widespread and the possible viola-
tion more extensive.

Which [Institutions are concerned with protection of the
Faith?

The specific function of protecting the Faith is assigned to
the Institution of the Hands of the Cause, described by the
Guardian as:
Divinely appointed Institution of the Hands of the
Cause, invested by virtue of the authority con-
ferred by the Testament of the Center of the
Covenant with the twin functions of protecting
and propagating the Faith of Baha’u’llah.97
and given by him “the primary obligation to watch over and
insure protection to the Baha’i world community, in close
collaboration with ... National Assemblies.””98

The vital function of the Institution of the Hands of the
Cause is restated by the Universal House of Justice:
The institution of the Hands of the Cause of God,
charged in the Sacred Texts with the specific duties
of protecting and propagating the Faith, has a
particularly vital responsibility to discharge.99
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The Universal House of Justice brought into being ‘‘Conti-
nental Boards of Counsellors for the protection and propa-
gation of the Faith,”100 and specifies that “The Auxiliary
Boards for Protection and Propagation will henceforth
report to the Continental Boards of Counsellors.””101 The
Universal House of Justice later provided this clarification:
The Hands of the Cause of God, the Counsellors
and the members of the Auxiliary Boards fall
within the definition of the ‘learned” given by
the beloved Guardian. Thus they are all intimately
interrelated and it is not incorrect to refer to the
three ranks collectively as one institution.102
However these texts should not be misconstrued as implying
that only the Institution of the Hands of the Cause has
responsibility to protect the Faith. In a most illuminating
passage, the Universal House of Justice points out that:
In the Order of Baha’u’llah there are certain func-
tions which are reserved to certain institutions, and
others which are shared in common, even though
they may be more in the special province of one
or the other. For example, although the Hands of
the Cause of God have the specific functions of
protection and propagation, and are specialized for
these functions, it is also the duty of the Universal
House of Justice and the Spiritual Assemblies to
protect and teach the Cause.103

The responsibilities of the Spiritual Assemblies to protect
the Faith are also affirmed by the Guardian, in this descrip-
tion of their functions:

It is incumbent upon them to be vigilant and
cautious, discreet and watchful, and protect at all
times the Temple of the Cause from the dart of
the mischief-maker and the onslaught of the
enemy.104
He further states that ‘“the whole purpose of the Assemblies
is to protect the Faith, the Communities, and the individual
Baha’i as well,”’105

Since the function of the protection is shared between

43





















	The_Power_of_the_Covenant_Part_Two_cover
	The_Power_of_the_Covenant_Part_Two
	NPSCN(1)(1).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(2).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(3).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(4).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(5).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(6).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(7).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(8).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(9).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(10).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(11).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(12).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(13).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(14).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(15).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(16).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(17).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(18).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(19).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(20).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(21).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(22).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(23).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(24).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(25).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(26).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(27).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(28).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(29).pdf
	NPSCN(1)(30).pdf


