The Babs of Persia.

Owing to the fact that there seems to
have arisen In Persla a well-organized
movement to drive out the Babs or Babis
or Bahas, the book already announced on
the Fall list of G. P. Putnam's Sons, ' The
Life and Teachingy of Abbng Lffendf.,” by
Myron I1. Phelps, resident of Colombo, Cey-
lon, will be of particular interest. Abbas
Effendt is to-day the head of the Babis in
Persian, Mr. Phelps gives an account in his
Introduction of the formation of the Baby’
religion. This faith—Beha'ism, as it is called
—was Inaugurated in Persia in 1884 by o
yvyoung man of twenty-five, who declared
himself to be the ** Bab,” (Gate,) meaning
that he was the forerunner of one who was
to come and rcveal the Divine message.
His followers were all natives of Persia
who were suffering exile or {imprisonment.
The young Moslem supported his claims by
passages from the Scriptures, and by the
traditions of the Moslom Church. In 1868 a
wealthy Perslan appeared, whom the Babs
regarded as o leader and whom they vener-
ated for his wisdom and character, He
wiag named * Beha Ullah,” Glory ot God,
and a few years later he declared himself
the Manifestation of God, whose appear-
ance was foretold by the young Babh. His
ptatement was accepted and the religion of
thesé exiles has since been known as
Beha'ism. Mr. Phelps, in describing Beha'-
ism, says that it possesses a system of
philosophy and psychology. ¥e continues:

This aystem Is logical, and to many minds
will seem persuasive, It harmonizes in
every regpect with the dlscoveries and con-
clusions of modern sclence, and makes
strong appecal to intelligent and reasoning
thought. ¢ * * On its ethical side, it has
as high moral standard as any of the other
great religions; while the social regulations
‘which lt'gdvgcates_- are- certainly more en-
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lichtered than those which have gonerally
been put forward in the name of religion.
Another characteristic of Beha'ism, as re-
froshing and attractive as it is striking to
the mind accustomed to the dogmatic nar-o
rowness of the modern Christian Chureh,
I8 ilx marvelous splrit of Hberality., 1t rec-
nInizex every other retigion as equally di-
vitte in origin with frtself. 1t profocses onlw
10 renew the message formerly given by the
Phivine dessengers who founded those relly.
ions, and which huas bheen mare or less fore
gotten by men. * * * This fuith dovs pot
expend itself In beautiful and unfruitful
theories, but has a vital and effective pawer
to mold life toward the very highest ideal
of human character.

The title of the book indicates its con-

tents, Beha Ullah, by the way, was the
Tathrr of .&bbz_ls Effendt
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