ey —

. HERE must :be sometlung in the
atmocph\ re of Genealogical Hall
that 1s especially ccmducwe to the
many | free expression of . peculiar . re-
f’-‘ﬁgfous opinions,, for the exponents of
“G¥geds. that ‘are ~either stronge -or weird
Algays seein’” to gravitate toward this
par‘t"r-ular n*eetm place as naturally as
~water runs down hill

' &If the teacher of any mysterious cult
:ﬁ:vades New York, or the inventor of &
?new religion becomes imbued with an
Gvérpowering desire to preach his mes-
-£age to the world, it is reasonably safe
-to predict that it is at Genealogical 3all
'ﬂ'rat the faithfu! disciples will first be
'ga.thered together. Between its walls
Jnore erratic doctrines have been taught

-than in any other spot in this city, and,

‘as the . result 996 Woest Fifty-eighth

Street has long been the Mecca to which
the lover of relizious novelties has turned
,:When pursuing his search for startling
Jmenta’ and spiritual sensations.

'_E' Genealogical HHall—as its name might
Indicate—is the property of the New York
gGenealogxcal and Biograpkical Society,
:but while this association maintains its
.permanent meceting rooms and archives
on’ the second floor, its members utterly
I"ﬂiscla.lm all responsibility for the extra-
'erdinary opinions that are expressed, al-
.most every day in the wcek, in other parts
1 of the building. And this is the only
“attitude that could well be assumed by
'the society, for while it might be possible
'to express some sympathetic interest in
“lhe tenets o2 one of these organizations—
.kay, for example, the New York Branch
‘of the Theosophical Society. whose rooms
-on the third floor are open daily, with
weeklv services on Sunday—it would re-
quire a most omniverous capacity for the
ﬂigestmn of odd religious beliefs to com-
prehend nmuch less harmonize, such a
wide variety of unique * {ruths’ as are
‘“now expounded by thise who regularly
preach at Genealogical Hall
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is the dav which is most
the first day

- As Sunday
r'favorable to churchgoing.
‘of the week is naturally the ' busy day ™
45y this bhaven of the new religionists.
¥rom 11 o'clock in the m orning, when the
teachers of the Bahai Revelation read
and explain thc typically Oriental com-
mumc:dt:ons that they have received from
'ihe, Master of their cult in the East,
‘until late at night, when the last “spirit”’
messaﬂe has crossed the borderland and
the eager °‘ psychical researchers™ feel
that they may go home, there is scarcely
I;an hour when somebody is not engaged
.{in presenting some ideas that are so dis-

tmcﬂy out of the ordinary that certain-:

'people are willing to pay attention to
'them.

I --

lf.‘_ ®|
|
|

]

o THE BAHAIS
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So far as the Bahai Revelation Is con-
vcerned this faith has been very appro-
pnatelv described as a sort of non-ascetic
panthuqm Its followers believe that the
ewor}d has had many Saviours, or divine
,meSSenvers, including Adam, Moses, Zo-
‘roaster, Buddah, Jesus, and Mohammed.
Each of thesc inspired teachers has
spoken to mankind in the language and
terminologies of his own time and race,
‘and all of the great prophets have de-
clared that one who was still g-rea.ter
would vet come to preach a new revela-
tlon from God witk such clearness and
power that all nations would receive it,
and would come together in the acknowl-
edgment of the truth, in ilie worship of
‘the One God, and into peace and har-
monmus relaticns with all men.

n According to ihe Bahals, the day of the
:fulﬁllment of these prophesies has now
come, for they believe implicitely that the
d'e-vela:l:ion first preached by Baha’'o'llah,
in Persia, some fifty years ago, was God’s
Jast and greatest message to the world.

,n ILike so many other prophets, Baha'o’-
',ﬂah was preceded by a forerunner who

;was knoiwn as the “Bab,” and from whom
‘r.he gect derives 1ts populdar name of

i*¢ Babists.’” His work, however, was

’:':BBrely of an introductory character, and
about 1853, the great prophet, Baha'o'llah,
appeared and was accepted by the dis-
ciples of the “ Bab’ as the direct manli-
festation of God among men.

:, He taught that the time was at hand
Jor the coming of the *‘“most Great
“Peace,” the cessation of wars, the unity
and harmony of the world, the increase
and diffusion of knowledge, and the wor-
f.:‘-hlp by all men of the One and single
God. He declared the purpose of the
mew revelation—or the will of God—to he
"the abolition of all differences Dbetween

;rehgions, the brirging of aill into the wor-
:Shlp of the same Creator, and into abso-

‘Jute- fraternity one with another. In
*aother words, the basis of the Bahai Revel-

,atxcm. has always been the unification of
all religious beliefs, and, as the result,

hrlstian Bahais now worship in full ac-

‘\mﬂ with Buddhist Bahais, Parsee Ba-
hais, Mohammedan Bahais, or Hebrew

a.ﬁals for, at this time, the Bahai doc-

"fr!ne has its representation in all the
grea.t religious systems throughout the
j'world.

i The present head of the Bahai cult—the
ydirect representative of God on earth—is
Abdul Baha, or, as he is better known
10 the faithful, the * Blessed Perfection.”

i,Succeedmg to the position upon the death

L.bf his father, Baha'c’'llah, in 1882, he has

"since been the sole interpreter of the new

"'la.w, and to him every true Bahai, wher-

;ever he may reside, is bound to accord

g jmplicit obedience in even the most trivial

’affalrs of life. As one Bahaj writer has

!Said" '

.!
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ij ““He is the perfect man, the model. the
‘ e\emplar of righteousness, the interpreter
,of the YWord, the liver of the Law.”

! in other words, the attitude of the
gBahazs toward their Master, Abdul Baha,
tis the same as that shown byv Christians
'10 Jesus Christ, or hy Mohammedans to
I\Iohdmmed 1t is to him that all their
»fnralseq are sung, for it is through him
' #lone that the spirit of God is now mani-
*Iested on earth.

*’-b'ﬁdged by its ritual. the Bahai service ;

is almost commonplace. Its * tablets "—

;,.:s:-’— the messages from Abdul Baha are
‘t-a.lled—are filled with such expressions
as ‘*the fragrance of the rose garden of
ithe Lord.” * the melodies of thie dove of
E*'Ihy Oneness,” * the hyacinths of my
==knowledge and wisdom,” °*‘the chalice of
‘immortallt} passed by the hand of the
“cup-‘nearer of eternity.,” and other Ori-
.enta.l imagery. but the meetings are con-
t‘aucted with an Occidental simplicity that
,Js almost puritanical. The tablets are
“read hymns are sung by the congrega-
"tion, and there is a discourse by one of
"the two accredited preachers, Howard
‘r'\tac\rutt of U35 Eastern Parkway, Brook-
H]yn, or Hopper Harris of Newark, N. J.

ﬂ Yet, simple as these services may be,
.‘there is something about the Bahai Revel-
(a.tmn that must appeal to the human in-
~'telhgence Certainly it js not from the
"imcultured or ignorant classes that its
.concrregatmns are recruited, when they
zare composed of such persons as Percv
»is\'Voodcoch and Miss Juliet Thompson, both
abf .whom are well-known artists; Arthur
;,P. ._*Dodge a lawyer; Mrs. E. E. Gibbons
izqf ‘83 Madison Avenue; William H. Hoar
i%t Fanwood, N. J., and other equally

1

In Genea]ogmal Hall- There Is a Strange ‘Fraternity of StranO'e Creeds,
. with Many to Whozship at Their

prominent business and professional men
and women.
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NEW THOUGHT HEALERS ‘

1O ©®
! As soon as the hall is vacated by the
\Bahais, it is immediateiy put in order
| for the Sunday afterngon lecture of
\Charles Brodie Patterson, the meta-
|Ph}'8101an As a New Thought healer
|and teacher, Mr. Patterson is always cer-
ltaln to attract a large audience and one
composed of those who believe that he
-ha.s solved the mysteries of life suffici-
ently to enable him to show them the
shortest possible cut to health, happiness,
“and financial prosperityv.

Asg all students of New Thought doc-
irines know, the secret of this victory
over the obstacles of life is the mastery
of the mind, for it is the mind that Is the
master over the body, and if the mind
.can once be controlled, life can have no
further difficulties for the individual who
adopts this correct mode of living.

L

~ "You can he what vou will to be.” is
'the fundamental principal of Patterson’s

system, and, judging from appearances,

the apparently intelligent persons who

flock to hear him every Sunday after-
‘noon at 4 o’clock are reasonably success-
ful in putting his theories into practice,
at least so far as the matter of financial
- prosperity is concerned.

| |
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In the evening Genealogical Hall is
given over to a ‘‘psyvchical research so-
ciety,”” which bears the very pretentious
title of ‘* The Renaissance of Christian-
ity anda Harmonial Philosophy,” but
which. as a matter of fact, is nothing
more or less than a regulation Spiritual-~
istic meeting, where the usual Spiritual-
ist doctrines are expounded and some very
ordinary * tests " are given by Mrs. IKath-
erine F. Fenton, a * psychic” who has
rccently located in New York.

. So far as the casual visitor is able o
' determine, the principal object of these
' meelings is to advertise Mrs. Fenton's
business as a medium and spiritual heal-
er, although the chairman of the as-
sembly, Mrs. Emma Struble Arbecan of
237 Pacific Avenue, Jersey City, who is
a Daughter of Ohio, a member of the

ly Club, and President of the First Chiurch
of the Spirit. of Jersey City, secms to
take them more seriousiyv. '

« This movement,” she said, in explana-
tion. ‘* was started by the Rev. Mr. Fic-
thorn, a clergyman who resigned from
| his church in Pennsylvania because he
"had a more important mecssage to give
|1he world, For some time he was our
preacher, and he would probably be with
| us now if 1 had not been taken ill. While
| 1 was sick, however, the spirits told Mrs.
Fenton that we ought to change the name
of our organization from the good one
that he gave it, and call it a *psy chical
research society.’

I+ & b

« A Mr. Fiethorn -did not like this, he
went away, and now I can’t get him to
come back again. Still, I intend to keep
ihe same title, because it Is so compre-
hensive. ‘ Rennaissance,’
means ‘recnewal’ or ‘ awakening,” and
this spiritual phase of the new thought
movement is really the awakening of
Christianity. Then, the words, °‘har-
monial philosophy’ simply mean that we
are willing to accept all the philosophical
{heories that are in harmony with this
awakened Christianity. I think it is an
awfully good name, and there are lots of
people who need to have just such truths
preached to them, but I don’t know what
<wve shall do now that we have last Mr.

F¥icthorn.” .

SUN WORSHIPPERS 7'

- ®
1f the future of ‘ The Rennaissance of

Christianity and Harmonial Philosophy ”’

js somewhat uncertain, however, there is
no such element of doubt in the plans of
the “Mazdaznans,’” more familiarly known
as *“ Sun Worshippers,” who occudbdy
Genealogical Hall every Wednesday even-
ing. Whatever others may intend to do,
they have come to New York to stay,
and from the size of the congregations
that are atiracted to these Wednesday

-

you Know,.

Rubinstein Society, President of the Lone-
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'e\'emng Jectures t.here_ is no immediate1

prospect that .tha .work will be discon-
tinued from lack of interest.

Althoigh the New York temple-was €s-
tablished by the Master of the cult, Dr.
Otoman Zar-Adusht Ha ’'Nish of Chicago,
in 1905, the general public had practically
no knowledge of the existence of such.a
-iaith untll some two years later, when
‘its mysterious rites were subjected to the
tdisapprova,l of both Anthony Comstock
and the State Medical Association. .

f At this time one of Dr. Ha'Nish’s: text-
| books, “ The Innher Studies." was fbrmal-
11" SUDDressed by ‘Comstock’s society,
' while several of the leading members of
the cult were charged - with the crime
}of practicing medicine without official
|

authorization.

As a matter of fact, the Mazdaznans
. still insist that they have been the vie-
Itims of persecution at the hands of the
- authorities. As they explain, they do
} not pretend to practice medicine; instead,
-they teach an art of self-healing that is
. thoroughly in harmony with nature’s
laws. These results are obtained through
! the correction of the diet, by a new sys-
tem of rhythmic breathing, and by the
practice of other rites that are supposed
' to attract the life elements from the sun
"and the air. What the Mazdaznans do
liay clalm to is that proficiency in its
' mysteries is a positive guarantee of a
' long and healthful life. In evidence of
‘the reliability of thelr claims they point
to the personal appe¢arance of their mem-
bers, with most of whom time has ap-
[parently dealt- kindly, or even to Dr.
Ha’'Nish himself, for he is a man upon
)whose shoulders the weight of sixty-five
yvears rests so lightly that one might
- easily be excused for mistaking him for
a youth of less than thirty summers.

““ Tt is all in knowing how to live,” one
of the pupils exclaimed. *‘ We begin with

Shrines.
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the diet, by eating only those foods that
are in season. If you eat strawberries in
December, you violate one of Nature's
laws. We go even further, and eat noth-
ing that has to be killed—not a bit of
meat, or poultry, or fish—from one yzar's
end to the other. When you eat such
things you take a rank poison into the
system, and there is no wonder that peo-
ple grow old and dié before their time.

* Then, we breathe, for breath is one
of the most important factors in upbuild-
ing the health of the body. Man has|
twelve senses-—-not only five, or, at the
most; six, as is customarily supposed.
These senses are: (1) seeing, (2) hearing,
(3) smelling, (4) tasting, (H) touching, (6)
feeling, (7) intuition., (8) transmission of
ideas, (9) telepathy, (10) spiritual dis-
cernment, (11) clear-sight, and (12) reali-
zation. .

e I

“ Each of these senses depends for all
its development upon that life principal
that can only be accumulated by correct
methods of breathing, the breath being
the first linlk that connects the human
being. with earth life, and the last link to
break as he passes on to another sphere.

““ Mazdaznan is one of the most ancient
of thie world's religious philosophies. Orig-
inating among the Chaldeans, it passed
to the Zends of Persia, and has been in-
troduced in this country through the ef-

g Py

forts of Dr. Ha'Nish, who is, without
doubt, one of th_e wisest men in this
world. According to his teachings, man

is a wproduct of evolutionary bprocesses
working through eons of time. He con-
tains within himself the sum total of all
the experiences gained in the past forms
of earth life from protoplasm to man, andg,
as the result, true and rational education
consists in drawing out and vitalizing
these experiences, developing the latent

powers and dynamic energles acquired in
the struggle for existence through each
progressive plane in which man has mani-
fested.

“ And this is exactly what Mazdaznan
does. No matter where you stand to-day
—even if still at the very lowest round
of your development—this system will give
you something which you can grasp
and which will lead you out of the vapors
of accumulated ignorance and superstition
toward man's estate.

**1f you are a thinker, overbalanced as
most thinkers of this age are in mental
development. lacking the physical founda-
tion to back {t up, Mazdaznan will bring
It within your power to control your
physical being. It will enable you to ac-
Quire perfect health, self-control, poise; it
will teach you the conservation of life
forces, making you an all-round man or
woman, at lthe same time enriching and
broadening your mental conceptions.”

With such a programme—a programme
so full of such enticing promises—it is
not surprising that the high priest of the
cult Otto Schmid of Coronet Court, River-
side Drive and 139th Street, should have
little difficulty in persuading people to
attend his Wednesday evening lectures,
for with so many practical blessings like
perfect health, perfect self-control, perfect
poise, and almost, if not quite, the wholas
secret of eternal youth to be galned, who
would not be a *‘ Sun Worshipper ”* ?

On Thursday evening Mr. Patterson
again lectures on some subject in keep-
ing with his theories about the mental
healing of disease, and, from time to time,
but with less regularity, other teachers
of peculiar doctrines occupy the platform
to explain thelr ideas to all who will
listen. Or if, by any chance, the lower
hall ,should be unoccupied, the pligrim
who 'is searching for new religlous
i truths ”’ can always ascend to the rooms
of the Theosophical Society, where he will
‘be certain to find somebody ready to in-
struct him in all the intricacies of the
mysterious doctrines of * reincarnation '
and ‘“ karma.”

rr

THE WOIVMIAN CURIO COLILECTOR.

“"HE craze for
kinds has been beneficial in more
ways than one. It has given em-

|ployment to a number of women who are
adepts in the art of finding things in out-
of-the-way places and getting them at
low prices.

One of these women has desk room in
an office in Columbus Avenue, and has
put out her sign, ‘“ Curio Collector.”” She
pursues her novel vocation in a system-
atic, businesslike way. In the first place
shie reads the papers carefully, learning
through them of many people who are
making a collection of odd and interest-
ing things. Then she has a wide ac-
quaintance, and hears of possible custom-
ers through the gossip of drawing roomn,
tea table, and boudoir. Her next step is
to call on the collector, introduce herself,
and proffer her services.

‘““T am in correspondence with many
people in many cities,” she says, ‘‘and
am in a position to procure for you ar-
ticles which you would probably never
hear of, or at least would have great dif-
ficulty in getting. Moreover, 1 can get
them so much cheaper than you can that

even after paying the price of the ar-
ticle and giving me my commission you

) J

collections of various.

had

will have spent less than if

made the purchase directly."

The diversity of tastes simplifies her
wvork considerably. For instance, she
may be on the lookout for an addition to
a collection of old and antique rings for
cne person and uniquc vases for another.
The man who has a passion for rings|
may have a vase for which he cares lit-
1le, and vice versa. By a stroke of di-
plomacy a change may he effected, and
she receives her commission for both,
with the expenditure of comparatively lit-
tle time and money on ner part.

you
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It is strange how many valuable arti-
cles—valuable, that is, from the collec-
tor's point of view—are to be found in
places least suspected, and in the posses-
sion of people who have no idea of the
worth of what they consider simple be-
lengings. These may be heirlooms or
small objects that have been picked up
carelessly in going {rom place to place.
But whatever the associations clinging
around these sought-for treasures their
owners are usually willilng to part with

' }
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them as soon as they learn that for some-

Lody they possess an intrinsic value.
The Columbus Avenuye collector has

many ways of finding the wares in which
she traffics. When she is given an crder
to secure a definite article she adver-
tises. The things that are submitted for
her approval would form a curiosity shop
ir. themselves. Then she corresponds
with other collectors, visits stores., shops,
and mus:ums, and sometimes, when other
plans fail, she adopts a system of house-
lo- -house visiting in neighborhcods where
1t seems probable that she may come
 across something in her line. She states
| her errand concisely and is always re-
ic:eived courteously in making thesge un-
ceremoninus calls.

The woman attributes her success chief-
|1y to the fact that she never tries to get
| something for nothing, but pays amply
' for whatever she gets, knowing that it
will be returned to her many fold within
|a few da)s. She is now working on no
' fewer than fifty different collections.
| many of which are exceedingly odd and
show in what freakish directions some
|peoples minds are inclined. Here are a
| few of them: Stuffed toads for a Madi-
| son Avenue woman, who already has. 300

-

}
’speclmena of the genus toad in hls*va.ri-i

' ous shapes and sizes;
. tion, odd bottles,
'photographs of vicious amnimals, paper
weights, door keys, exact miniature cop-

Iossxlized vegeta- !

‘ies of inventions for the punishment of'

criminals, skins of cats of lofty lineage.
The foregoing fads are selected at ran-

dom, but will serve to show the scope of
the work undertaken by the person who

| adonts curin collecting ag 5 nrafession.




