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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work



Vol. 3: The Bab: Early post-declaration Writings (Shiraz, mid-late 1844)

of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry
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Introduction to volume 3

This volume contains the Bab’s early post-declaration writings from Shiraz (mid-late 1844), a
moment in which the new community is being constituted, disciplined, and dispatched even as the
Bab’s own horizons widen toward pilgrimage and public proclamation.

The texts fall into three interlocking registers—(1) hortatory instructions to the first believers,
(2) high Arabic homiletic/theosophical compositions, and (3) devotional-ritual materials—which
together illuminate how the Bab simultaneously forms a cadre, claims scriptural authority, and
reconfigures piety.

A first cluster centers on community formation and mission strategy, especially through repeated
addresses to Mulla Husayn and the Letters of the Living. In “Words to Mulla Husayn” (BBU0009)
the Bab identifies Himself as “the Gate of God,” appoints Mulla Husayn as Babu’l-Bab, and
outlines the emergent structure of the movement: the completion of the eighteen, the imperative
of discretion, and the commissioning of distinct missions in advance of the Hijaz pilgrimage.

The later BBU0003 and BBUO0005 deepen this commissioning logic: Mulla Husayn is directed
northward through major Iranian cities, with Tihran singled out as a locus of concealed “mystery,”
while the Bab travels with Quddus as companion to Mecca and Medina.

The same apostolic pattern culminates in the “Farewell address to the Letters of the Living”
(BBU0001), which frames their mission in explicitly ethical terms—renunciation, purity of conduct,
steadfastness under opposition—using a rhetoric that sets their vocation within a wider sacred
history (Jesus and the disciples, prophetic victory through apparent weakness).

A second cluster foregrounds the Bab’s scriptural self-positioning within Twelver Shi’i categories of
proof, mediation, and sacred authority. The sequence BB00309 (Khutbih Qabl az Dibajiy-i-Sahifih)
— BB00431 (Introduction to the Sahifih-yi-Makhzunih) — BB00018 (Sahifih-yi-Makhzunih) is es-
pecially revealing. The introduction explicitly presents the Sahifih as a mighty “proof,” associated
with the Qa’im/Hidden Imam (Muhammad ibn al-Hasan), structured in fourteen “gates,” and
marked by a strong claim of inimitability and eschatological accountability for rejection or tenden-
tious interpretation.

The Sahifih itself (BB00018) is described as fourteen prayers and visitation tablets, tying the com-
munity’s daily devotional life to the Imamic presence and to the night of the Bab’s own declaration.

Within this same arc, metaphysics and cosmology are not incidental but integral to authority. In
BB00309, the Bab articulates a structured account of divine action through named stages—Will
(mashiyyat), Purpose (iradih), Measure (qadar), Decree (qada’)—and uses that schema polemically,
distinguishing his account from both Christian trinitarian misreadings and certain philosophical
models that (in his view) misconstrue the relation between God and the created order.
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The volume’s homiletic register is also represented by BB00498 (Khutbatu’l-Baladiyya), whose
densely symbolic imagery and repeated invocations of divine praise press toward an apocalyptic
horizon (“the pole of the zone of the Uprising”) while treating the Word as the locus of sovereignty
and certitude.

A third cluster makes visible the Bab’s early effort to repattern piety through devotional calendars,
ritual discipline, and “innovation” (badi’) as a positive religious category. The Sahifih-yi-A’mal al-
Sanna (BB00025) is explicitly organized as a fourteen-chapter work providing prayers and visitation
texts across the twelve months, and it embeds concrete ordinances—fasting and silence, limits and
expiations—inside a rhetoric of covenantal fidelity and divine remembrance.

Alongside this, BBU0005 contains a striking maxim: deeds are accepted only “through the Covenant
of the remembrance of God’s Name,” and believers are exhorted to convey revealed verses and follow
the “innovative ordinance in the Later Book”—language that anticipates the Bab’s broader project
of reauthorizing law as revelation-driven renewal rather than mere juristic inheritance.

Finally, the volume includes a vivid visionary/martyrological register that grounds spiritual author-
ity in encounters with the Imams and in Shi’i sacred suffering. BB00578 recounts a dream-vision
involving Muhammad al-Jawad, presented as a bestowal that “expanded” the narrator’s breast—an
experiential idiom of legitimation and inner transformation.

BB00605 reaches even deeper into Shi’i pathos: the Bab describes a pre-declaration dream of the
head of Imam Husayn dripping blood, the drinking of that blood, and the consequent animation
of his soul’s “spirit of prayer,” linking devotion, revelation, and martyrdom into a single economy
of sanctification.

Taken together, these texts show the Bab in mid-1844 already working on multiple fronts: insti-
tuting a disciplined missionary vanguard (the Letters), elevating his revelation as decisive proof,
articulating a cosmology of divine action, and supplying liturgical-ritual forms that embody “in-
novation” as covenantal obedience. The recurrence of structuring numbers (notably eighteen and
fourteen), the constant appeal to the Imams, and the pervasive eschatological pressure of judgment
and unveiling give this small dossier an outsized interpretive value for understanding how the Bab’s
earliest public ministry fused organization, theology, and devotional practice into a single, rapidly
unfolding dispensation.
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BBUO0009

Words to Mulla Husayn
Date: 1260-05-05

O thou who art the first to believe in Me! Verily I say, I am the
Bab, the Gate of God, and thou art the Babu’l-Bab, the gate
of that Gate. FKighteen souls must, in the beginning, spon-
taneously and of their own accord, accept Me and recognize
the truth of My Revelation. Unwarned and uninvited, each of
these must seek independently to find Me.

And when their number is complete, one of them must needs
be chosen to accompany Me on My pilgrimage to Mecca and
Medina. There I shall deliver the Message of God to the Sharif
of Mecca. I then shall return to Kufih, where again, in the
Masjid of that holy city, I shall manifest His Cause.

It is incumbent upon you not to divulge, either to your com-
panions or to any other soul, that which you have seen and
heard. Be engaged in the Masjid-i-Ilkhani in prayer and in
teaching. I, too, will there join you in congregational prayer.

Beware lest your attitude towards Me betray the secret of your
faith. You should continue in this occupation and maintain
this attitude until our departure for Hijaz. Ere we depart, we
shall appoint unto each of the eighteen souls his special mission,
and shall send them forth to accomplish their task. We shall
instruct them to teach the Word of God and to quicken the
souls of men.

DB.063
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BB00309 UG98 e SAST N it Pl
Khutbih Qabl az Dibajiy-i-Sahifih

Date: 1260-06 ca. [1844-Jun]

SCa

Praise be to God, the Incomparable in sovereignty, Who hath
caused to perish, and hath extinguished, the lamp of every
one that veileth thee from God, exalted be He. Thus hast
thou attained unto the Praiseworthy Station whereunto God —
glorified be He — hath promised the people of night-vigil and
prayer; that is, the turning, in true unity, within the darkness
of multiplicity: “It may be that thy Lord will raise thee up to a
Praiseworthy Station.” And this writing is a path of wayfaring,
a road of consecrated devotion for them that are endued with
insight; therein is sufficiency for the sincere, the upholders of
God’s unity.

And, in fuller detail, it was written by my lord, my stay and
confidant, my teacher, Haji Sayyid Kazim Rashti — may God
prolong his days — who hath set it forth and made it plain: “Fol-
low thou the way of thy Lord with humility; there proceedeth
from their bellies a drink of diverse hues, wherein is healing for
men, and mercy; yet it increaseth the wrong-doers in naught
but loss.”!

The treatise of wayfaring [suluk| was completed; in the days
of the late one it was written, and it remaineth preserved for
a person wondrous and truly unique, whose station none can
know, and whose rank none can number, save His honored
presence — al-Khalil — and the noble Master, my soul be a
ransom for Him.

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate.

5 Praise be unto God, Peerless in majesty, Most Glorious in
praise, unique in origination, Exalted in beauty, Sanctified
in raiment — the Single, the One; the Originator, the Self-
Subsisting — He besides Whom there is none other god. He
hath brought into being the conjoined realities in their own
forms, without any prior exemplar; and He hath created the
kindred essences in their several shapes, without likeness that

Lef. Qur’an 16:69.
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could match them; that the peoples, in the pathway of their
repose, might learn their portion of severance and detachment
— without attribute that resembleth it — and that the unity-
proclaimers, in the dawning-place of rejoicing, might witness
a dewdrop from the radiance of that conjunction with the Un-
approachable — without description that could equal it.

6 Glorified be God, One in His bounties, Single in His gifts, sanc-
tified above the limits of similitudes and the strokes of parables!
He hath called into being the Will as the beginning of act, upon
the temple of its love; and He hath chosen the Purpose that it
might be known in the form of its receptivity, with none be-
neath it to rival its creation. And, in truth, He hath brought
forth — upon the line that divideth the Purpose — the Sea of
Measure (qadar) in the figure of a triangle, by a wondrous
origination, for the overflowing of its effulgence. And for the
Decree (qada’) He made firm the ordinance of manifestation
after concealment, from the secret of creation, upon the temple
of invention (bada), with a crimson hue; that the detached in
this House might learn the judgment of the Will — arising from
no thing, and fashioned in no form that any can encompass.

7 Glorified be He above all that the likeners have imagined! For
the sages of illumination have likened it in a manner foreign to
its truth; and they have judged it by the measure of a fourfold
scheme, even as the Christians judged by the figure of the cross
concerning its “sister” Exalted be God, the Creator of all
things, far above the description of the Peripatetics and their
characterizations — whether they name it the fourth word, the
all-comprehending pillar, the flashing light, the rising sun, the
far-reaching name, the decisive trace, the guarding secret, the
repelling decree, the hidden treasure, the all-embracing bounty
— through whose hands God hath disclosed oceans of marvels,
and by whose wisdom He hath perfected the mysteries of His
crafts, and by whose hands He hath manifested the veils of the
beauty of the advancing dawns, the One Who counteth all.

& By God’s leave, this is a writing — a workmanship — fashioned
by every craftsman: the one severed from all save God amid
the assemblies; the divider between trusts; the vowed one by
whose words a shining light hath arisen; the one through whose
nobility the love of the Wondrous hath become the dwelling-
place of every contented soul; the bearer, by His majesty, of the
weakness of every supplicant; the sender-down of benefits from
the gloom of gatherings; the served one by whose verses the
gleaming breakers of idols are made manifest; the one uplifted
by whose lights the swiftness of the assailants is quickened; hid-
den with God upon the heights of the sanctity of rising-places;
and manifest unto creation through the Revelation of God in
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decisive lines — the Light of Praise and the Mystery of Glory.
God hath made him, for the loftiness of the majesty of the
Family of God, a trustee of His power, a subduer of His awe,
and a herald of His greatness; that the unity-proclaimers, at
this mighty Point, may behold the sanctification of the Truth
and His chosen ones above the bounds of likeness and the lan-
guage of representation; and that all may attain, within the
temple of magnification, their share of holiness.

There is none other God but God, the Single, the Unique; the
Self-Subsisting, the One, the Everlasting, the Living. He hath
no peer, no rival, no equal. He hath singled out His chosen
ones for the knowledge of Him, above division and disjunction,
through the loftiness of His recognition and the greatness of His
gates in the paths of separation, beyond the limits of conjunc-
tion, for the majesty of His love — so that the holy essences of
the most sanctified knowers may witness, in the dawning-place
of praise, the crimson mark in the description of the sign of the
Gate that shineth throughout the white age; and that the in-
ner realities of the most noble may perceive, in the Orient of
creation, the mystery of conjunction, beyond description, in
the sign of praise upon Sinai’s mount; and that the pure in
heart among the Arabs, in the utmost reach of eloquence, may
know the station of union within the Point of severance, by the
fragrance of the Unapproachable — through the recognition of
a thousand souls cut off from all save God — by this Most Great
Pillar, wherein are hidden the attributes and the names.

Thus hath this become the Proof of God unto the possessors
of understanding among the people of attributes — complete
in its proclamation — and the manifest bounty of God, over-
flowing, unto the people of prostration, through the station of
detachment. And let all behold — by the appearance of the
dawning one — from the eye of the needle upon the breast of
Sinai, for these youths, the secret of glory and praise. God
beareth witness that there is none other God but Him, even
as He hath borne witness unto His own Self; none knoweth its
measure save He, the Most High, the All-Exalted.

And I bear witness that Muhammad — may the blessings of
God be upon him and upon his kindred — is His servant and His
Messenger, chosen in creation above all similitudes, selected in
origination above all resemblances. God hath manifested him,
through the loftiness of his own reality, with the majesty of
His own Self; and hath established him, in the might of His
sovereignty, by the splendor of His essence, in the station of
His love — so that none is known beside him, and none can be
described by his creation. There is none other God but Him,
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even as He hath borne witness concerning Muhammad, His
Beloved, in creation; and He is the Great, the All-Exalted.

2 And I bear witness to the successors of Muhammad, the Most

Great Family of God, even as God bore witness unto Muham-
mad — may the blessings of God be upon him and upon his
kindred — in the dawning-place of separation; without a let-
ter of that inmost essence from which He caused them to be
severed, by the secret of His response. Wherefore may God’s
blessings be upon them, according to what the knowledge of
God hath encompassed concerning them. Verily, He is sancti-
fied above resemblances and likenesses.

And I bear witness — unto all — according as the Book, in the
presence of the All-Merciful, hath borne witness: there is none
other God but Him, the Most High, the All-Exalted. Glorified
be God, the Lord of the Gate, above that which they ascribe!
I have offered, in this sermon, my greetings unto the people of
creation; and, as my Lord hath willed, verily He encompasseth
all things. There is no power and no might save in God, the
Most High, the Most Great.

In such wise let the unity-proclaimers write. Say: O ye that
worship at the Sacred Waymarks! Bring forth your proof, if ye
be of them that speak the truth. And praise be unto God, the
Lord of all worlds.
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Introduction to the Sahifih Makhzunih
Date: 1260-06 ca. [1844-Jun]
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Praise be to God — there is none other God but He — the Most
High, the Most Great. O beloved one! Write, at the bidding
of thy loving Lord, the Most Great Proof of God, Muhammad
ibn al-Hasan, the Lord of the Age — may the peace of God rest
upon Them both — unto thy fellow believers, that this mighty
Epistle, revealed for the path of visitation unto the People of
Infallibility — peace be upon them — hath issued forth from
My presence, that the upholders of divine unity may learn the
ways of true knowledge concerning God, their rightful Master.
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Were all that dwell in the heavens and on the earth to assemble
to produce but a single letter like unto a portion of the letters
of this noble Epistle, they would assuredly fail and would be
powerless — though We were to reinforce them with seven thou-
sand like unto themselves — such is the pure truth. He is God,
the Lord of all worlds, and over all things a Witness.

Within that glorious Epistle standeth the Most Great Proof of
God, revealed from Our presence through this youthful Arab,
eloquent of speech, whose station none knoweth save God and
We, the Pure ImAims. Sufficient is God — and Us — as witness
to his proof, in truth and by truth. Whosoever rejecteth a sin-
gle letter of that Most Great Epistle, or interpreteth it away
from the straight reed of its intent — by God, the True One!
— We shall cause him to stand upon the Bridge on the Day
of Separation, until he confesseth his grievous failure; there-
upon shall We rend him utterly, with pure justice. God, your
Lord, the All-Merciful, is equitable in judgment. He is power-
ful over all things, encompassing all things, independent of all
the worlds.

By the leave of God I have divided it into fourteen gates; and
upon each gate, on the Day of Origination, God wrote with His
own Hand His Name: In the Name of God, the Most Compas-
sionate, the Most Merciful. Therefore hath God laid it as an
obligation upon those who write to obey Him. No soul that,
with pure intent, should contemplate even a single letter of
this ancient Epistle, but that We inscribe for him the gardens
of Paradise and security from terror on the Day of the Great
Dread. Verily, the promise of God concerning that exalted
Epistle hath been decreed — in truth and by truth.

O thou who art strengthened by lights! Take ye heed and ex-
hort one another to write it with yellow water from red gold,
with crimson ink, upon white tablets. In this Epistle are hidden
the mysteries of mysteries, and the verses of the Sinai, estab-
lished upon this Mount, resting upon a point — one description
among the descriptions of this Most Great Gate, wherein is
the uttermost reach of praise and glory. God is fully aware of
what ye do.

This mighty and treasured Epistle God — glorified be He —
sent down from His presence unto His Proof, Muhammad ibn
al-Hasan — peace be upon Them both. And the Proof, the
Remnant of God, the Lord of the Age — peace be upon Him —
brought it forth unto His Most Great Gate, that it might be the
conclusive proof of God over all the worlds, proceeding from
the Remembrance with manifest eloquence. God is Witness
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over all things, and sufficient are His verses and the Proof as
helpers unto His servant, in truth and by truth.
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Sahifiy-i-Makhzunih (Hidden Treasured
FEpistle)
Date: 1260-06 ca. [1844-Jun]
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In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate

All praise be to God, Who existed before all things when
naught existed with Him, Who was when no existence was
found in His presence. The hearts of the mystics fall short
of knowing His most modest attribute, and the minds of the
monotheists are powerless to comprehend the least sign of His
power. Glorified art Thou, O my God! Tongues are rendered
impotent to extol Thy handiwork; how then could they ex-
tol Thy power? Understanding fails to fathom the essence
of any of Thy creation; how then could it fathom Thine own
Self? Through Thy revelation of Thyself have I known Thee,
that Thou canst not be known through aught else but Thee.
Through Thy creation of all things from nothing have I known
Thee, that none can attain unto knowledge of Thine essence.

Thou art God — there is none other God but Thee. None
knoweth how Thou art save Thee alone; Thou hast no partner.
Thou art God: Thou hast ever been; and there was nothing
with Thee. And Thou art God, abiding for ever: Thou hast

ever been, and within Thy rank there hath been naught.

Therefore do all confess their impotence, O my God, even as
Thou alone knowest Thine own Self. Thy creative power is
known unto contingent beings, and Thine originated inventions
are described by way of intimations. Glorified art Thou! FEx-
alted is Thy Self above the knowledge of any of Thy creatures,
as Thou art meet and worthy to be known. Wherefore glori-
fied art Thou: by Thy creation out of nothing, all things have
been barred from knowing Thee; and by Thy bringing forth
of the creation as it is, Thou hast borne witness to their utter
nothingness before any attempt to describe Thee. Glorified
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art Thou, O my God! Souls have proved powerless to magnify
Thee, and minds have fallen short of praising Thee.

O my God! I testify before Thee that Thou art known through
Thy signs and described through Thy tokens. Through Thy
bringing us into being, we acknowledge before Thee that Thou
art sanctified above our description, and through Thy creating
our attributes, I bear witness that Thou art exalted above our
knowledge.

O my God! Grant me the perfection of ascending unto Thee
and draw me through the breezes of Thy holiness unto Thee,
until I rend asunder the veils through the light of attraction
and the dwellers of separation are dissolved through arrival at
the seats of union, and the veils of subtleties that prevented
me from entering the mansion of majesty are made thin, that
I may enter unto Thee and abide with Thee, and acknowledge
to Thee what Thou describest to me of Thyself: that Thou art
God, there is no God but Thee, the Single, the One, the Self-
Subsisting, Who begetteth not, nor was begotten, and there is
none like unto Thee, nor any protector out of lowliness, and
Thou art God, the Lord of all worlds.

I testify that all besides Thee are Thy creation and in Thy
grasp, and none hath power to spread or withhold save
through Thy will. Thou art the Ancient Sovereign, the Great
King. Nothing can frustrate Thy power, and naught exists
save through Thy will. All acknowledge their servitude and
inadequacy, and there is nothing that doth not glorify Thy
praise.

I beseech Thee, O God, by the majesty of Thy glorious coun-
tenance and the greatness of Thy ancient Name, that Thou
deprive me not of the breezes of the affairs of Thy days which
Thou bringest about and createst, and leave me not for Thy
days wherein Thou sayest “Seize ye him and fetter him, then
cast him into the blazing Fire; then in a chain whereof the
length is seventy cubits thrust him.”

I adjure Thee by Thy right that Thou make me among those
who attain unto Thy nearness and seek refuge in Thy presence,
and that Thou call me secretly unto all that Thou lovest in
the path of Thy love, that I may act for Thee openly. Make
me among those whom Thou callest from behind the veils unto
Thy unity and the ways of Thy good-pleasure, and they answer
Thee; and whom Thou regardest with the glance of Thy coun-
tenance, and they cry out from Thy might; and whom Thou
callest unto Thy love, and they turn wholly unto Thee.

O my God! Unto Thee be glory and splendor, grandeur and
light, majesty and might! Thou givest sovereignty to whom
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Thou willest and withholdest sovereignty from whom Thou
willest. There is no God but Thee, the Self-Sufficient, the
Most Exalted. Thou art He Who establisheth creation and all
therein. There is none to be compared with Thee, nor is this
befitting save unto Thee. All else besides Thee is rejected in
Thy presence and non-existent before Thee. I describe Thee
only as Thou hast described Thyself in Thy perspicuous Book,
wherein Thou sayest: “No vision can grasp Him, but His grasp
is over all vision: He is the Subtle One, aware of all things.”
Glorified art Thou, O my God! Neither can thoughts of reflec-
tion grasp Thy signs through mine ears, nor the most subtle
contemplations. Thou art God; there is no God but Thee. I
testify that Thy description of Thyself is without change, and
no description exists for aught else before Thee, nor any de-
scription from Thee unto them. Glorified art Thou! Sancti-
fied is Thy Self from the description of all else, for they know
not the truth of Thy attributes, nor can they comprehend the
essence of Thy Being. Thou art too exalted to be described
through Thy creation or to be known through any other than
Thyself. I have known Thee, O my God, through what Thou
hast made known of Thyself unto me, and were it not for Thy
revelation, I would not have known Thee. I have worshipped
Thee according to Thy call unto me, and were it not for Thy
summons, I would not have worshipped Thee.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Great indeed is my shortcom-
ing and grievous my disobedience. How wretched is my state,
for I have not known Thee as Thou hast made Thyself known
to me, nor worshipped Thee as Thou hast called me to worship
Thee, nor obeyed Thee as Thou hast inspired me to the path
of Thy love. O my God! By Thy might, Thy truth is more
glorious and greater than that anyone could fulfill it. No thing
can know Thee with true knowledge, nor can any servant wor-
ship Thee with true worship. Thy proof, O my God, is more
sublime than to be described in its essence, and Thy bounties
are more numerous than to be counted in their entirety.

I beseech Thee, O God, O my Master, by Thy generosity and by
the pillars of might of Thy Throne, to have mercy upon these
abject souls who cannot endure in this transient world any of
its adversities - how then can they endure the punishment of
Thine hereafter, which is established through Thy justice and
emanates from Thy wrath, and for which there is no end? O my
God, my Lord, and my Master! I have sought Thy intercession
with Thyself, and have fled from Thy justice to Thy grace,
and have taken refuge in Thee and in those who have not been
heedless of Thy path for the twinkling of an eye, through whom
Thou didst create creation out of bounty and grace.
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I beseech Thee, O God, to send Thy blessings upon Muham-
mad and the family of Muhammad, as Thou art worthy and
deserving thereof, and to admit me into the fortress of Thy
unity and the guardianship of those among Thy creation whom
Thou lovest - those whom Thou hast made the authorities of
Thy Cause, the treasurers of Thy knowledge, the guardians
of Thy mystery, the interpreters of Thy revelation, the pillars
of Thy unity, and Thy witnesses unto Thy creation. O God!
Send Thy blessings upon them as they have manifested Thy
unity and Thy justice, and have conveyed unto Thy servants
what is incumbent upon them in the path of Thy love and
good-pleasure, and have accepted the sacrifice of their lives for
the exaltation of the Word of Thy unity. O God! Send Thy
blessings and peace upon them as they deserve, and punish
their enemies according to their deeds. And they who act un-
justly shall soon know to what place of turning they shall be
turned - the Fire - and they shall have no helper.

O my God, my Lord, and my Master! T seek Thy forgiveness
for every pleasure taken without Thy love, for every rest en-
joyed without Thy nearness, for every joy experienced without
Thy good-pleasure, and for every existence maintained without
intimacy with Thee. 1 bear witness before Thee, O my God,
that Thou, from the sublimity of Thy Self which nothing can
attain unto, hast made Muhammad and his family - Thy bless-
ings be upon them - the places of Thy knowledge, the mines of
Thy words, the pillars of Thy greatness, and the repositories
of Thy command, lest anything should miss the recognition
of Thy Essence and the affirmation of Thy Oneness, and that
souls might perceive that Thou art God, there is no God but
Thee, nothing is like unto Thee, and unto Thee is the final re-
turn. I acknowledge before Thee, O my God, whatsoever Thou
willest concerning them of Thy power, and none knoweth their
essence save Thee, for they point to none except Thee alone,
Who hath no partner. I seek Thy forgiveness!

O my God! T repent for my soul’s shortcomings in knowing
them and for what Thou lovest from the people of Thy love
towards them. I turn unto Thee in repentance for that which
Thy knowledge encompasses about me, and by Thy might, I
am among those who regret what Thy chosen ones detest and
who return to the place wherein Thy loved ones have stood firm.
O my God! By Thy might, test me not in the places of trial,
and guide me through inspirations in moments of heedlessness.
Verily, Thou art God Who hath power over whatsoever Thou
willest. None can oppose Thy Will, and none can thwart Thy
Purpose. I beseech Thee to send Thy blessings upon Muham-
mad and his family as befitteth Thee. Verily, Thou art the
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Lord of righteousness and forgiveness. And praise be to God,
the Lord of the worlds.

2. And among his prayers (peace be upon him) on the Day of
Ghadir, Friday, and the fifth of Jumada al-Awwal:

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate

Praise be to God Who inspired creation with His oneness, and
were it not for His inspiration, they would have been among
the forgotten ones. Thou, O my God, didst originate creation
through Thy Will, not from anything, as an origination, and
Thou didst bring forth all things through the excellence of Thy
Will as an innovation. Then Thou placed them in the seats of
Thy holiness, in the stations of Thy Command and creation, to
acknowledge Thy oneness and what is required of them in the
path of Thy love, and what Thou desirest from them in pursu-
ing their servitude to Thee, until the worlds reached this world.
And the ultimate purpose of creation on that day reached its
final destination. Thou didst establish on that day, out of Thy
bounty, the noblest of Thy creation, Muhammad, to remind
of the covenants of Thy sovereignty taken in the seats of Thy
might, that Thy proof might be completed over the lands and
those therein, and Thy favor perfected upon all possibility and
those therein, and that nothing might be deprived of anything
from Thy Command, and none might say “Had Thou sent a
Messenger, I would have been among the guided ones.”

We praise Thee, O God, for that magnificent scene wherein
Thy love established upon the noblest spot of earth the mani-
festation of Thy purpose from the fruit of creation and inven-
tion, where he raised to whatever height Thou desired, and
Ali was at his side, and he spoke with Thy truthful tongue:
“Whomsoever I am the master of, Ali is his master.” I bear
witness before Thee and those who bear witness in Thy pres-
ence that he indeed conveyed as Thou desired from the fruit of
creation and invention. Sufficient art Thou and those who pos-
sess knowledge of the Book as witnesses. Therefore, O God,
reward him for conveying Thy Command as befitteth Thee.
Verily, Thou art the Lord of glory and beauty, of light and
majesty, and none can reward him save Thee alone, Who hath
no partner.

O my God! Thou hast made me know Thyself through that
station, and were it not for Thy causing me to know, I would
not have known Thee. Through Thee I have worshipped Thee,
and were it not for Thee, I would not have known who Thou
art. Through Thy love for me, I hope for Thy Paradise, and
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through Thy remembrance of me, I have ascended to the atmo-
sphere of Thy mention. All is from Thee and for Thee alone.
There is no God but Thee. From Thee knowledge originated,
and Thou didst create me when I was nothing, and Thou didst
nurture me in the seats of Thy truth through the inspiration
of Thy remembrance, and Thou didst preserve me through the
establishment of Thy chosen ones from the places of heedless-
ness. Today Thy religion is perfected, and the Manifestation
of Thy Self hath appeared, and all Thy favors are completed.
To Thee belongs the most exalted praise as Thou deservest it
and knowest it, apart from others, and art pleased with it from
us, apart from all else. O my God! To Thee belongs the Most
Glorious Glory and the Most Supreme Light. Thy majesty is
more exalted than thoughts can encompass, and Thy might is
more powerful than the birds of hearts and understanding can
reach. All acknowledge their inability to praise Thee as Thou
deservest.

Glorified art Thou! None knoweth Thy praise as Thou art
in Thyself, and Thou knowest as Thou art in Thyself, and
none knoweth how Thou art except Thee. Therefore do I
praise Thee, O God our Lord, for all Thy creation and in-
vention, with radiant praise that proceedeth from none save
Thine inspiration, whose reckoning none but Thee can encom-
pass. Unto Thee be praise and thanksgiving for this glorious
bounty and mighty sign in the worlds of command and cre-
ation, as befitteth the presence of Thy majesty and the glory
of Thy grandeur.

Glorified art Thou! Great indeed is Thy right, and none hath
valued Thee as Thou shouldst be valued, and none knoweth
Thee as Thou shouldst be known save Thyself. Thou art mani-
fest through bounty, and no being besides Thee can be known
through the sublimity of Thy manifestation. Glorified art
Thou! Can any existence render Thee mighty, that it should
become a proof of Thee? Can any mention exalt Thee, that
I should know Thee thereby? Every known thing is known
through Thy being known, and everything hath been set in
motion through the stirring of Thy Will. Thou art nearer to
all things than all things.

Glorified art Thou! Thy glory is sanctified above the reach of
the hands of them that are endued with understanding, and
Thy nearness transcendeth the paths of comprehension and
vision. Glorified art Thou, O God our Lord, Who hath made
the hearts of Thy loved ones the manifestations of Thy Self,
that they might know Thee through them and none other, and
Who hath made the hearts of Thy chosen ones, through Thy
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bounty, the repositories of Thy Will, in manifestation of might
and power.

Here am I, O my God, confessing before Thee in this station,
the seat of Thy loved ones and chosen ones, that Thou art God,
there is no God but Thee. I have fallen short in comprehending
Thy praise, and have remained silent in my inability to render
thanks to Thee, and have retreated from glorifying Thee due to
my inadequacy. Here am I, O my Lord, bearing witness in this
station unto Thee alone, there is no God but Thee, as Thou
lovest for Thyself and for the pure ones among Thy creation
whom Thou hast made the chosen ones of Thy Self, and I bear
witness for myself according to what I deserve.

Glorified art Thou, our Lord! Those who would count have
fallen short of enumerating Thy favors, and the ultimate con-
fession is the confession of inability to confess. O my God,
with my whole being have I acknowledged Thee and cast my-
self before Thee. It is not possible to know Thee as Thou art
in Thyself. Alas, alas for my wretchedness! 1 have not known
Thee as Thou hast made Thyself known to me, and I have not
worshipped Thee as Thou hast inspired me to describe Thee.

26 O my God! T have fled from Thy justice unto Thee, and have

stood before Thee with my whole being, acknowledging Thy
oneness as it deserveth. I call Thee to witness - and sufficient
art Thou as a witness - that shouldst Thou, O my Lord, punish
me with the punishment of all Thy power over me, I would
proclaim in the fire that Thou art just and not unjust, and all
this would be naught but from Thy mercy and to purify my
soul as recompense for my heedlessness of Thy presence. This
is what the heavens and earth cannot bear, yet all this would
not equal an atom’s weight of disobedience against Thee. Alas,
alas, shouldst Thou take me to task for all that Thy knowledge
encompasseth and Thy Guarded Tablet recordeth! There is no
God but Thee, O All-Glorious, O Compelling One!

I seek intercession from Thee with Thee, and seek protection
in Thy custody with Thee. Through Thy bounty didst Thou
create me, through Thy wisdom didst Thou nurture me, and
through Thy forbearance didst Thou protect me. Glorified be
the Ancient King Who is and was while naught else was aught.
O my God! Through Thy making Thyself known have I known
that Thou art Lord, and were it not for Thy making Thyself
known, I would be naught and would not know what Thou art.

By Thy might, O my God, I beseech Thee to maintain me in
the perpetuity of Thy remembrance until I have entered the
precincts of Thy holiness and become established before Thee,
and make me forget all else through the rapture of the might
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of Thy nearness. Glorified art Thou, O God! Thy justice is
the truth, and I am the least of those recorded in Thy Book.
My fear is only of Thee, and my hope is only from Thee.

Exalted art Thou, O my God, above being indicated by any
sign from Thy creation. Great indeed, O my Creator, is my
fear in disobeying Thee. By Thy glory, when I return unto
myself, I love only what Thou lovest and detest only what
displeases Thee. Alas, alas! How I have wasted my life in
heedlessness of Thee, yet Thy decree ordained it thus. I testify
that whatsoever proceedeth from Thee is truth. I have no
argument against Thy decree, and none hath any claim upon
Thee.

My God, I know Thee not as befitteth Thee, nor do I fear
Thee as beseemeth me. In what state then shall I remember
Thee, and through what obedience shall I turn to Thee? Thou
didst not create me to demonstrate Thy power, for it is ev-
ident and manifest, and Thou art God Who hath ever been
and before Whom nothing was. Rather, Thy power created us
through grace to remember ourselves when Thy remembrance
is manifested.

O my God, I know naught of Thee save what Thou hast taught
me of the knowledge of Thyself, and I know naught of myself
save weakness and shortcoming. Here am I, O my God, stand-
ing wholly before Thee regarding what Thou desirest of me,
casting myself before Thy grace, acknowledging that Thou art
God, there is no God but Thee, alone with no partner, and
there is nothing like unto Thee, as Thou Thyself dost testify
and deserve. I bear witness to Muhammad and his family - Thy
blessings be upon them as Thou willest concerning them - that
Thou hast made them the signs of Thyself, the emblems of Thy
justice, the repositories of Thy Will, the pillars of Thy unity,
and bestowed upon them from Thy bounty what none save
Thee can comprehend. There is no God but Thee. Through
them Thou dost fill creation that Thy unity might be made
manifest.

Glorified art Thou! There is no God but Thee. I claim noth-
ing in what Thou createst except as Thou willest, and Thou
sufficest as a witness. By Thy might and majesty, from the
day Thou didst originate my creation, I have loved to will only
what Thou willest. Raise me to these heights, for Thou art
powerful over what Thou willest.

O my God, I confess before Thee my grievous shortcomings
and mighty transgressions regarding what I have brought upon
myself after Thou didst raise the banners of Thy prohibition.
This was not from denial of Thy Lordship nor rejection of Thy
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Oneness, but my wretchedness and desires overcame me, and
Thy decree established me in that state. Here am I, O my God,
standing before Thee, abased, submissive, humble, seeking pro-
tection. I ask Thy forgiveness and turn repentant unto Thee
for what Thy knowledge hath encompassed, beyond what the
recording angels have written of my deeds.

Alas, alas, for my heedlessness of Thee while Thy inspiration
and call never cease from me for less than a moment, and for
my soul’s stillness regarding Thee while Thy attraction never
ceases from me for less than an instant! O my God, my Master,
my Lord! By Thy might and majesty, wert Thou to punish me
throughout the eternity of Thy Essence with whatever punish-
ment lies within Thy power, I would deserve it, yet that would
not equal the least of what Thy knowledge encompasseth of
my heedlessness of Thee.

Thy way is beneficence and Thy name
is the All-Bountiful. Thou dealest with Thy servants only
through grace. Glorified, glorified art Thou! Nothing can
withstand Thy justice. O my God and my Master, great is
my affliction and grievous my transgression. O my God, when
I remember Thy justice, the pillars of my heart are scattered,
and when I behold the dwellers of Thy Throne delighting in
Thy remembrance and finding rest in Thy nearness, their sta-
tion fills me with yearning for Thee, and Thy treatment of
them causes me to dwell [in hope], for none can hope save in
Thy mercy, and none need fear save Thy justice. O my God,
by Thy might, if Thou shouldst command the fire to seize me,
its people would know that I love Thee, and I would cry out
in the midst of separation that I have no strength, O my God,
to bear separation from Thee.

O God! T have no patience in awaiting Thy promises for the
Day of Meeting. Far be it that I should think ill of Thee in this
station. My supplication in these words is because, through
the mystery of Thy justice, Thou hast made me to fear, O
Thou the Compeller, the All-Subduing! Glory be unto Thee!
Thy generosity is too great for any of Thy creatures to despair
thereof, and Thy mercy too vast for any of Thy servants to
be deprived of it. Alas for those who forget Thee while Thou
dost remember them, and for those who fear Thee not though
Thou rememberest them through Thy justice. Glory be to
Thee! Far above art Thou from what the wrongdoers say, with
great exaltation. I have none besides Thee, O my God, as the
Dispeller of my terror, and Thou, O my God, art the Ultimate
End of my desire. I love none except Thee and those whom
Thou lovest. I testify that my life and my death are for Thee
alone, Who hath no partner.
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O Lord! Forgive me for the stations wherein I was heedless of

Thee. By Thy might and Thy greatness! I have not known
Thee as befitteth Thee, nor have I worshipped Thee as Thou
deservest, though Thou rememberest me as Thou shouldst be
remembered. O my Lord! Woe unto me if Thou shouldst take
me to task for my crimes and transgressions. By Thy right,
which none but Thee knoweth, I have no helper besides Thee,
no refuge apart from Thee, and none among Thy creatures can
intercede except by Thy leave. I seek intercession with Thee
through Thyself, and I hold fast to Thy love. I call upon Thee
as befitteth Thee, as Thou hast commanded me. Therefore
answer me as Thou hast promised. Verily Thou art God, there
is no God but Thee. Thou art God, Self-Sufficient in Thine
Own Self above all things. The obedience of those who love
Thee profiteth Thee not, nor doth the disobedience of those
who turn away harm Thee. Thou art God, my Lord, Who
faileth not in His promise.

O my God! By Thy generosity, I beseech Thee to draw me
nigh unto the summit of Thy nearness and to preserve me
from entering into reference to aught else but Thee. O my
God! Guide me to all that Thou lovest as Thou lovest, and
protect me from Thy wrath and vengeance and from entering
places which Thou lovest not, by Thy power. O my God! I
seek Thy forgiveness and turn unto Thee as Thou wouldst have
Thy servants do for Thy sake. Therefore accept our repentance
as befitteth Thee, and forgive me and my parents and those
who have entered the house of Thy love, according to what
Thy knowledge encompasseth, as beseemeth the glory of Thy
greatness and the majesty of Thy power.

O my God! Thou hast inspired my supplication to Thee; were
it not for Thee, I would not supplicate Thee. Glory be unto
Thee! I praise Thee not as Thou hast made Thyself known to
me, and I seek Thy forgiveness for my shortcomings in know-
ing Thee and in treading the path of Thy love. O my God! I
beseech Thee by Thyself and by Muhammad and his family -
Thy blessings be upon them - that Thou leave me not to myself
for less than what Thy knowledge encompasseth. By the per-
petuity of Thine Own Self, inspire me with Thy remembrance
and honor me with Thy meeting. Were it not for Thy remem-
bering me, I would not remember Thee, and were it not for
Thy inspiration, I would not describe Thee.

Glory be unto Thee! Thy proof is manifest beyond description,
and Thy glory overwhelming beyond comprehension. Glory be
unto Thee, O God, our Lord! I praise Thee for what Thou
willest and createst for me and for all things, with praise that
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transcendeth the praise of all creation and is sanctified be-
yond the comprehension of all besides Thee. None knoweth
its essence save Thee. Praise be to God Who hath made no
way for creation to know His Self except through what He hath
originated of His description, through what creation can orig-
inate and invention can bring forth. I have believed in Thee
as Thou art, and none knoweth how Thou art except Thee. I
praise Thee with every attribute that is Thine in Thy knowl-
edge, which none encompasseth save Thy Self. So I praise
Thee through the sanctification of Thyself in the Mighty Book:
“Glory be to thy Lord, the Lord of the Throne, above what
they describe! And peace be upon the Messengers, and praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds.”

4. And this was his prayer on the Day of Breaking the Fast:

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate!

O Thou Who art arrayed in majesty and grandeur, before
Whose might all others tremble in fear! O my God! Through
Thy Will the realities of all created things have been estab-
lished, and by the sovereignty of Thy Purpose have all things
been brought into being. Thou art He Who can neither be
known nor confined, Who can neither be described nor per-
ceived. Thy originating Will is the most powerful testimony
to detachment, and Thy creative Purpose the most exalted
proof of the impossible.

Glorified art Thou, O my God, above the description of all else
but Thee. None knoweth Thine Essence save Thee, and none
comprehendeth Thy Reality except Thyself. I confess, O my
God, my powerlessness and my shortcoming in fulfilling what
is due unto Thee. All praise and glory be unto Thee; there is
no God but Thee.

5 Glorified art Thou, O my God! The obedience of those who

love Thee profiteth Thee not, nor doth the disobedience of the
rebellious harm Thee. Thou art the Self-Sufficient, without

compare. There is no God but Thee, and no object of worship
besides Thee.

O my God! Through Thy creation of all joined things have
we known Thee through their sanctification from Thee, and
through Thy bringing into being all similar things have we
known Thee through their detachment from Thee. Through
Thy fashioning of all imagined things have we known Thee
as having no likeness, and through Thy origination of all cre-
ated things have we described Thee as having no limitation.
Through all things collectively have we testified to that which
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Thou testifieth concerning Thyself: Thou art God, there is no
God but Thee, alone, with no partner.

7 All things, O my God, are humbled before Thy grandeur,

are abased before Thy might, and are submissive before Thy
majesty. Through Thine originating glory do the glorious de-
rive their glory, and through Thy manifested power do the
powerful derive their power. No glory reacheth us except that
which hath descended from the clouds of Thy grace, and no
deed benefiteth us save that which hath issued from the trea-
suries of Thy majesty. All good proceedeth from Thee and
returneth unto Thee alone, Who hath no partner. Thou be-
stowest upon whom Thou willest as Thou willest, and with-
holdest from whom Thou willest as Thou desirest. None can
prevent Thy giving, and none can reverse Thy decree.

Glorified art Thou! O God, O my God, I beseech Thee on this
day which Thou hast made a festival for Thy loved ones and
commanded them to gather at Thy holy places, that Thou send
Thy blessings upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad,
through Thy wondrous attributes which none but Thee can
reckon. Verily, Thou art God, Who each day art engaged in
a fresh manifestation of Thy power, bringing forth that which
hath never been before.

I beseech Thee, O God, O my Lord, to send Thy peace upon
Muhammad and the family of Muhammad with all Thy salu-
tations and blessings, of which Thou art the Originator and
which the Book preserveth. There is no God but Thee, alone,
without partner.

Through Thy gracious call have I recognized the excellence of
this day, and through Thy wondrous inspiration have I turned
my face toward the sanctuary of Thy bounty. O my God!
None knoweth what is due unto Thee save Thee, and I know
my own excesses in places of turning away and my shortcom-
ings in moments of drawing near. I bear witness unto Thee as
Thou bearest witness unto Thyself in that station. I beseech
Thee by Thy Name that is hidden in the most exalted veils,
which none but Thee should discover, and by Thy Most Great
and Most Glorious Name, through which Thy mercy was estab-
lished upon the throne of giving, that Thou bless Muhammad
and the family of Muhammad, and that Thou forgive us and
those who love Thee for all that displeaseth Thy good-pleasure.

Verily, Thou art God, there is no God but Thee, Who knoweth
the treachery of eyes and what the hearts conceal. I beseech
Thee by Thy truth which none knoweth save Thee, that Thou
bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, that Thou
honor us on this festival day with all that Thou lovest for
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Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, and that Thou
forgive us, our parents, those who have claims upon us, and
those in whose nature is love for this day. Verily, Thou art the
All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful. O my God!

Thine is the glory and the splendor, the greatness and the
grandeur! I beseech Thee by Thy mighty truth upon Muham-
mad and the family of Muhammad, and by their truth in Thy
path, that Thou cast us not away from Thy gate as outcasts.
For by Thy might, we know no refuge save Thee, and recog-
nize no shelter besides Thee. Here am I, O my God, having
sought sanctuary in Thy presence and having sought interces-
sion with Thee. Admit me, through Thy mercy, among Thy
righteous servants who inherit Paradise through Thy bounty.
Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Wise. Thou bestowest Thy
gifts upon whomsoever Thou willest as Thou willest and for
whatsoever Thou willest, and Thou withholdest from whom-
soever Thou willest as Thou willest and for whatsoever Thou
willest. Verily, Thou art God, the Lord of all worlds. Thou
art He Who hath assigned no separation to Thy Will in cre-
ation, and no connection to Thy decree in invention. There is
no power nor strength save through Thee, and Thou art the
Most High, the Most Great. Praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds.

5. And among his prayers on the Feast of Sacrifice was this:

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate.

5 Praise be to God, the First before all things and the Last after

all things, Who hath taken neither consort nor son, Who hath
no partner in sovereignty, and Who hath no protector out of
weakness. There is no God but He, the Great, the Most High.
And T bear witness that Muhammad is His servant whom He
chose for His message, created for His authority, selected for His
love, and distinguished for His knowledge - the Bearer of glad
tidings, the Warner, and the Luminous Lamp. God clothed
him in the mantle of His greatness for the glory of His Self,
and God chose him for the mystery of servitude in the station
of His might - he before whom no originated thing compareth
in originality, nor any created thing resembleth in creation.
The One who, after Thee, O Most Merciful, standeth alone
beyond conjunction, and who, by God’s grace, transcendeth
all association. He whom God made, in the matter of the
Book, the garment of His manifestation and the expression of
His Being. God honored him with standing in a station in the
worlds of His Lordship and Oneness, where God created him
as evidence of His Self and above the evidence of aught else, for
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eyes apprehend Him not, nor do thoughts of mind encompass
Him. And verily He is the Truth, there is no God but He. He
perceiveth all vision, and He is the Subtle, the All-Informed.

; Therefore I beseech Thee, O God, my God, to bless Muham-

mad and the family of Muhammad with Thy wondrous
attributes which Thou originatest from nothing, as befitteth
Thee and as Thou deserveth, and to send peace upon him
and upon Thy well-pleased friends as Thou lovest from the
creation of Thy handiwork, as Thou art their Protector. And
I beseech Thee, O God, my God, on this Great Feast and
Noble Station, to admit me into every good whereinto Thou
didst admit Muhammad, Thy beloved, and his family, and
to preserve me from all that from which Thou preserved Thy
beloved and his family, peace be upon them.

» O my God, through Thine inspiration of stations have I as-

cended to Thy presence, and through the prayers of Thy mys-
tery have I hoped for the seat of Thy truth. O my God, had
Thou not created me, I would have been nothing, and had
Thou not inspired me with Thy remembrance, I would not
have chosen glory. Through Thy call to me for Thy unity was
I ennobled, and through Thine inspiration to me of Thy re-
membrance was I made happy. There is no God but Thee,
alone with no partner. Through Thy bounty, O my God, have
I traversed the path of unity, and through Thy call have I as-
cended to the station of uniqueness. Thou art God, there is no
God but Thee, alone with no partner. Through Thine essence,
O my God, have I known Thy oneness. Were it not for Thee,
I would not know what Thou art. O my God, Thine essence
is sanctified above names and attributes, and Thy being is ex-
alted above likenesses and indications.

s Glory be to Thee O my God! From all eternity the recognition

of created things and the description of contingent beings has
been Thy self-description, and none knoweth how Thou art
except Thee, and none knoweth as Thou art except Thee. O
my God, my Lord and my Master! How can I call upon Thee
when Thine Essence hath severed all from approach, and the
nature of Thy creation pointeth to a barred path? Thou, O my
God, dost not burden any soul beyond what Thou hast given
it. I bear witness - and sufficient art Thou as witness - that
creation informeth me only of severance, that proofs lead me
only to prevention, and that minds and souls bear witness only
to despair. By Thy might and Thy majesty! After attaining
certitude of severance, I have testified that there is no God but
Thee, and after acknowledging prevention, I have recognized
that there is no God besides Thee. Such recognition from the
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servants was naught but the fruit of invention which its Creator
made as sustenance for the lands.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! There is no end to Thy com-
mand. I beseech Thee, O my God, to bless Muhammad and
the family of Muhammad, the manifestations of Thy Lordship
and the repositories of Thy oneness. Here am I, O my God,
confessing before Thee in this my station my powerlessness
to know Thy right as my powerlessness hath ever been before
Thee alone, Who hath no partner, O Thou besides Whom none
knoweth His right as He is. Forgive me, O my God, and those
who love Thee, for all that Thou lovest not in the path of fear-
ing Thee. Verily Thou art the One worthy of worship; there
is no God but Thee. Unto Thee is the return, and there is no
power nor strength except in God. Thou art God, the Most
High, the Most Great. Judge Thou, O God, on this day upon
the straight path. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds.

6. And among His prayers to the Lord of the Worlds on a
Friday:

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate.

Praise be to God Who is unique in His unity, and there is no
God but He, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing. Praise be to
God Who is singular in His eternality, and there is no God
but He, the Mighty, the Wise. O my God! This is Friday,
the festival of Thy beloved Muhammad, and here am I, having
risen with my whole being unto Thee, acknowledging before
Thee what Thou lovest for Thyself for the creation of Thy
servants. None knoweth Thy great purpose as it is except
Thee alone, Who hath no partner. O my God! I have called
upon Thee and risen to the station of intimate discourse with
Thee. Were it not for Thee, I would be nothing, that I might
describe Thee. Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Through the
mystery of my being Thou didst permit me to stand before
Thee, and through the openness of my servitude Thou didst
commune with me secretly. I am the one who hath ever worked
openly for Thy sake, and there is no power nor strength except
through Thee. Glory be unto Thee, O my God, above the
description of created things and the recognition of contingent
beings! Nothing shall ever know Thee according to the truth of
Thine Essence, and no servant shall ever praise Thee according
to the truth of Thy Being.

Glory be unto Thee! Exalted and magnified is Thy Self above
any indication reaching unto Thee from creation. O my God!
When I ascended into Thy atmosphere and attained unto the
spirit of intimate discourse with Thee, I saw naught for myself
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save severance from union with Thee and prevention from indi-
cating Thee. Therefore have I returned to the direction of Thy
loved ones, whom Thou hast placed in the station of Thy love
and knowledge, the station of Thy Self. Bless them, O God,
according to what Thy knowledge hath encompassed in the
creation of Thy power, with honor and knowledge. O my God,
my Lord and my Master! By Thy might and Thy majesty,
Thou art the One Worshipped, none other than Thee, O my
God. Verily the paths of detachment have caused me to utter
these words, and the ways of remoteness have enabled me to
make these declarations. Glory be to Thee, O my God! Thy
manifestation is more evident in all things than that I should
refer to aught else but Thee, and Thy love is sweeter than all
knowledge such that I should need to know aught besides Thee.
Glory be to Thee, O my God! I have believed in Thee as Thou
art, and I turn unto Thee, renouncing myself and all the worlds,
as Thou art. I have fled, O my God, wholly unto Thee, and
have cast myself before Thee. I possess nothing before Thee -
if Thou shouldst chastise me with all Thy power, Thou art in-
deed just in Thy decree, and if Thou shouldst bestow upon me
every good thing, Thou art the Source of bounty and bestowal,
and Thou art independent of all the worlds.

O my Lord! I have sought union with Thee and found it only
in detachment from all else but Thee. I have sought Thy love
and found it only in effacement from all besides Thee. I have
sought obedience to Thee and found it only through love for
Thy loved ones. Glory be to Thee, O my God! I know none
but Thee alone, no partner hast Thou. And Thou, O my God,
knowest our sins, none besides Thee. I seek forgiveness for all
that Thou lovest not, and I call upon Thee in every state with
the tongue of Thy inspiration. Thou art the Self-Sufficient
without compare. There is no God but Thee. Glory be to
Thee, far above what they compare Thee to, with supreme
transcendence.

Peace be upon thee, O this new and blessed Day which God
hath made a festival for His purified loved ones, who have
emerged from aflliction, who grieve with His pure-hearted loved
ones, who have sacrificed themselves in love for the loved ones
of the All-Merciful, with perfect submission. And peace be
upon thee, an everlasting peace forever, and the mercy of God
and His blessings.

Then turn to the sun and say: Peace be upon thee, O rising
sun and resplendent, effulgent light! I call thee to witness my
unity with God, that thou mayest be my witness when the Lord
appears for the universal judgment on the new Day. O God! I
seek refuge in Thee and in the light of Thy countenance, lest my
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form be disfigured or my spirit be cast repeatedly into torment.
By Thy light that is veiled from every beholder, illumine my
heart, for I am Thy servant and within Thy grasp, and I have
no Lord besides Thee.

I draw near unto Thee with a submissive heart and
approach Thy loved ones with a humble body, and unto the
rightly-guided Imams with a lowly heart, and unto the noble
Chiefs and illustrious Princes with humility. I press my nose
in the dust for those who have recognized Thy unity. There is
no God but Thee and no Creator besides Thee. I diminish my
station before Thy near ones and deny any opponent or peer
to Thee, for I am Thy abased servant who acknowledges his
sins. I beseech Thee, O my Master, to remove them from me
and purify me from all defilement and uncleanliness.

O my God, my Master, and my Lord! I have detached myself
from my relatives and become independent through Thee from
the people of the world, seeking Thy favor. Grant me from
Thy favor that which will make me independent of all else but
Thee, and increase for me from Thy manifest bounty. Verily,
Thou art the Possessor of great bounty.

And say after the afternoon prayer: O God! Send blessings
upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, the chosen
successors, with Thy most excellent blessings, and bestow Thy
most excellent benedictions upon them. And peace be upon
him and upon them, and upon their souls and bodies, and the
mercy of God and His blessings. And may God bless Muham-
mad and his family and his friends, all of them, and grant them
abundant peace.

7. And among his prayers on the Day of Arafah was:

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate.

Praise be to God Who has testified to His own Oneness before
all things that there is no God but Him, the Most High, the
Most Great. Unto Thee be praise for inspiring me with Thy
testimony. I bear witness that there is no God but Thee, alone
with no partner. Had Thou not called me, I would not have
called upon Thee, and were it not for Thee, nothing would exist
to know how Thou art. Glory be unto Thee! Thou art God,
the Originator and Creator of all things. Thou art God, the
Deity and Bringer into being of all things. Thou art God, the
Lord and Ordainer of all things. Thou art God, the Fashioner
and Former of all things. Thou art God, the Provider and
Distributor of all things. Thou art God, the Quickener and
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Resurrector of all things. Thou art God, who causeth all things
to die and gathereth them together. Thou art the Producer
of all things and their Maker. Thou art God, the Lord of all
the worlds. There is no God but Thee. Nothing is like unto
Thee, and no knowledge of anything escapeth Thee. Verily,
Thou hast ever encompassed all things with Thy knowledge
and watched over all things.

Glorified and exalted art Thou, O my God, far above what
the wrongdoers assert with great haughtiness! O my God,
from Thee unto Thy near servants there have been, in Thy
knowledge, breaths wherewith Thou honorest whomsoever
Thou willest among Thy servants. Among these is this Day
wherein Thy servants have gathered to establish Thy unity.
I beseech Thee, O my Lord, by Thy generosity, and I draw
nigh unto Thee through Muhammad and his family, the
manifestations of Thy Will, that Thou deprive me not of Thy
wondrous favors in these days, and grant me to stand in that
place which Thou hast ordained for Thy loved ones, that I
may bear witness before Thee to what Thou makest known to
me of Thy testimony.

Praise be to God for this glorious blessing! 1 bear witness
that there is no God but God, alone with no partner. His is
the Kingdom and His the praise. He giveth life and causeth
death, and He hath power over all things. Praise be to God,
Whose bounty none can prevent, Whose decree none can resist,
Whose grace knoweth no cessation, and Whose power knoweth
no change. Thou art He Who hath ordained, and what Thou
hast ordained is truth; Thou hast decreed, and what Thou hast
decreed is justice. Thou art He Who hath brought all things
into being through creation and originated them through Thy
power, not after any model Thou hadst formed before.

5 Glorified art Thou, O my God, above what the wrongdoers
describe and what those who liken Thee to aught else attribute
in limiting Thy power! O my God, Thou art Lord when there
is no lord besides Thee, and Thou art Truth when there is no
object of worship except Thee. Thou art He Whose essential
Divinity none knoweth save Thyself, and none comprehendeth
the reality of Thy Lordship except Thee. Glory be unto Thee,
O my God! Thou art He Who hath encompassed all through
Thy knowledge, even as Thou didst enumerate them before
their existence. There is no God besides Thee, O my God!

i Our souls have described Thee as not knowing in the way we
know. Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Thy bringing things
into being testifieth to separation, and Thy creation of realities
preventeth the way. Unto Thee be thanks, O my God, as Thou
knowest, not as others know, and unto Thee be praise as Thou
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art aware, not as others are aware. I praise Thee, O my God,
from the beginning of Thy creation of our souls and for what
Thy power hath established in the worlds which Thou ordainest
within us for the perfection of Thy bounty upon us - from the
summit of lights appeared Thy servants and from the darkness
of the wombs as Thou didst ordain for Thy handmaidens -
and for what existeth of the stations whose course cannot be
turned back and whose ends cannot be reached. Such praise
transcendeth all things through Thy loftiness and riseth above
all things through Thy exaltation.

7 1 bear witness unto Thee, O my God, to what Thy friends

witness in the worlds of Thy holiness. Here am I, O my Lord,
confessing before Thee what hath been beloved by Thee, and
I bear witness to what Thou bearest witness unto Thyself and
what Thou bearest witness unto the people of Thy creation.
Sufficient art Thou as a witness that Thou art God; there is no
God but Thee, alone with no partner, and everything besides
Thyself Thou bringest into being.

O my God! Nothing exists except through Thy power, and
Thou holdest it in the shelter of servitude unto Thyself. Noth-
ing comes into being save by Thy decree, and Thou art He
Who, when He willeth a thing, it cometh to pass by His ir-
resistible Will, and when He judgeth, His judgment is perfect
justice. All things are within Thy grasp and power, and noth-
ing existeth save through Thy Will. There is no God but Thee,
the Originator of the heavens and earth, the Creator of both
worlds and the Throne. There is nothing like unto Thee.

I beseech Thee, O my Lord, to send Thy blessings upon
Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, and to bestow
Thy peace upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad,
as Thou art worthy and deserving thereof. O my God!
Truly have I magnified none but Thee, and verily have Thy
bounties been glorified in truth. None can attain to proper
thanksgiving unto Thee as is Thy due, and all confess their
powerlessness to render thanks worthy of Thee.

O my God! All bounties, being from Thee, are verified as
magnificent and great, and all things, being of Thy creation,
are established as ancient and mighty. What sorrow for those
who have changed Thy bounties by attributing them to them-
selves, and who have squandered Thy hidden essence within
their realities by turning away from Thy remembrance!

O my God! Thou art the Ever-Lasting Self-Sufficient, the Eter-
nal without transition. All else besides Thee is as nothingness
before Thee. Thou art God Who hath ever been, and there
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was nothing like unto Thee. Thou art God Who forever shall
be, and there is naught comparable unto Thee. Thou art He
Who hath given no way for creation to know Thy Self, nei-
ther through inability nor through severance. Glory be unto
Thee! Thy Self is sanctified and Thy Grandeur is too great for
anything to attain unto Thee.

2 Glorified art Thou! None knoweth how Thou art save Thee

alone. And how could it be otherwise, when all created things
are fashioned by Thy Will as they are, in accordance with what
beseemeth Thee, while they comprehend naught save them-
selves and point to naught but their own essence. Thou art
singular in the knowledge of Thyself and unique in the unity
of Thine Essence. None hath way unto Thee, and nothing can
claim aught before Thee.

O my God! Through our disobedience to Thy command, I have
fled from Thee unto Thee and taken refuge in Thy Self with
Thee. I bear witness that I acknowledge Thy greatness and Thy
justice, and I approached not my desires save through what
Thy decree hath made felicitous for me - not through denial of
Thy sovereignty nor through permission of what Thy Lordship
hath forbidden. Rather, weakness overcame my power and
hope of forgiveness prevailed over fear of vengeance.

Here am I, standing before Thee in my weakness, acknowledg-
ing my whole being before Thee. Verily, Thy proof is manifest
and cannot be hidden, and Thy decree is decisive and cannot
be altered. The wretched one is he who turneth away from
Thee, and the blessed one is he who seeketh Thee.

O my God! Through my disobedience hath appeared the coun-
tenance of Thy forgiveness, and through my turning away hath
been raised the approaching of Thy face. Nothing can save me
from Thy wrath save Thy pardon, and naught can show me
mercy from Thy anger save Thy clemency. Thou art He Who
cannot be described through creation, for that would enable a
way unto Thee. Thou art He Who cannot be known through
invention, for that would weave a path toward Thee. The
mystics have known Thee by knowing they cannot know Thee,
and those who would describe Thee are rendered powerless to
describe Thee.

Thou art He Who hath neither begotten nor been begotten,
and there is none like unto Thee nor equal unto Thee. Thou
art the Eternal, the Single, the Powerful. O my God! Thy
Essence cutteth off all things from knowledge, and Thy Being
proveth separation in consciousness. There is no God but Thee,
the Single, the One, the Eternal, the Self-Subsisting, the Ev-
erlasting, the Living, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing. Thou
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nor peer, nor equal, nor likeness. O my God, Thou art the
Exalted and all else is abased; Thou art the Lofty and all else
is poor. Thy remembrance is honor to them that remember,
and Thy praise is glory to them that praise. None would know
recognition of Thy Self were it not for the flowing of Thy lordly
decrees. Authority belongs to whoso believeth in Thy Self, and
knowledge to whoso feareth Thy justice. They who believe not
in Thee have no authority, and they who know Thee not have
no knowledge.

s We praise Thee, O my Lord, through the totality of Thy grace,

and the recognition of Thy way, and certitude in loyalty to
them that love Thee - they whom Thou hast brought into being
for Thyself, and chosen for Thy love, and singled out for loyalty
to Thee. I beseech Thee, O Lord, to send Thy blessings upon
Muhammad and his well-pleasing successors with Thy choicest
blessings, and upon their followers with Thy most excellent
benedictions. Thou art possessed of ancient bounty and mighty
grace, and there is no God but Thee, O Lord of the worlds. And
I beseech Thee, O my Lord, by Muhammad and his family -
Thy blessings be upon them - not to turn us away disappointed
from those noble stations, and to honor us with that wherewith
Thou honorest Thy near-chosen ones in those mighty stations.
Verily Thou art the Hearer of prayer, and praise be to God,
the Lord of the worlds.

8. And among his prayers on the Greatest Festival, the ninth
of the month of Rabi’ al-Awwal:

In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate

We praise Thee, O God our Lord, beside Whom there is no
other God, the Mighty, the Wise. O my God, this is the
day which Thou didst originate through power before all days,
and didst bring into being through might for the people of
Islam. O Thou Whose power is ancient and Whose might is
eternal, Thou bestowest it upon whom Thou willest as Thou
willest, and withholdest from whom Thou willest as Thou
willest. Thou callest Thy servants as none other than Thee
can call, and Thou acceptest from them as none other than
Thee can accept. All creation confesseth its impotence to know
Thee, and all design acknowledgeth its shortcoming in fulfilling
what is due to Thee.

2 We praise Thee for making known the stations of Thy love.

Were it not for Thy making them known, the servants would
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attain no glory, and in that they would be as Thou describest
in Thy firm Book: “They are but as the cattle - nay, they
are yet more astray.” We praise Thee, O God our Lord, for
that which Thou hast made known to us of the stations of Thy
lordship and the signs of Thy grandeur. Glory be unto Thee!
There is no God but Thee, alone, without partner or likeness.

O my God, manifest are the signs of Thy grandeur in the
kingdom of Thy heaven and Thy earth, which creation hath
brought into being from naught in their form. Thus do the
imitators imagine them to be the likeness of Thy power - how
exalted art Thou above this! Glory be unto Thee! Were they
to know Thee, they would not describe Thee thus; and were
they to know Thee as Thou makest Thyself known to them,
they would testify that none can know Thee. Glory be unto
Thee, O my God! Thou art too exalted to be known through
aught else than Thyself, or for Thy creation’s indication to
point to Thee. Thou art God Who hath ever been, and there
was naught else with Thee. Through Thy power Thou dost
originate creation in origination, and fashion them upon the
form of Thy love in innovation. Then Thou makest known to
them the path of Thy will, and establishest them in the way of
Thy purpose through bounty and honor, until the hesitant ones
become perplexed in recognition of Thy ways, and the needy
ones become aware that there is no sufficiency save in Thee,
and that nothing of the stations of Thy knowledge escapeth
Thy servants, nor doth aught of the resources of Thy will di-
minish from them. Thereby hath Thy proof become conclusive
and Thy honor manifest, that the saved might be saved with
clear evidence and the perished might perish with clear evi-
dence, and that none might have against Thee any argument
or way. O my God! Glory be unto Thee! We have naught that
might benefit us with Thee save through Thy bounty.

Through Thy power Thou hast sustained us, and through Thy
clemency Thou hast withheld Thy wrath from reaching us, and
through Thy pardon Thou hast veiled Thy displeasure from
touching us. My God! Thine is the might and power, and
there is no strength nor force except through Thee. I seek
Thy intercession on this day before Thee, and draw near unto
Thee. Verily Thou art God, there is none other God but Thee,
alone with no partner. I acknowledge before Thee on this Thy
Greatest Day, O my God, that which Thou dost inspire Thy
loved ones and chosen ones regarding Thy testimony unto Thy-
self that Thou art God, there is none other God but Thee. I
bear witness to Thy testimony unto Thyself, and that none
knoweth the knowledge of Thy testimony save Thee. Glory be
unto Thee, O my God! None knoweth Thy testimony as Thou
art except Thee alone, with no partner.
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O my God! Great and mighty hath been Thy favor unto us.
Thou hast made me know the stations of Thy knowledge which
have no limitation in any place. Were I to approach them
myself, I would be consumed by their potency. And Thou,
through Thy pervading power and overwhelming manifesta-
tion, dost distribute among us the knowledge of Thee and
submission to Thy unity. Through Thy subtle and mighty
handiwork that ancient Reality hath been established within
these weak souls. Were it not for Thy power sustaining us, we
would become as nothing, as on the day when I was naught.
Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for all Thy favors, as befitteth
Thee. I bear witness that I have not described Thee except as
Thou describest Thyself. Glory be unto Thee, far above what
the wrongdoers say, with great exaltation! I testify before
Thee that they who attribute to Thee any description have
not known Thee through Thy testimony unto Thyself, and the
testimony of description that it is other than Thee. Glory be
unto Thee! Thy Self is sanctified from being known by any-
thing or being unified by anything.

Glory be unto Thee, glory be unto Thee! None knoweth how
Thou art except Thee alone, with no partner. O my God!
That which is known through signs hath been Thy wondrous
sign, and that which is described through tokens hath been
Thy manifold power. All those who describe Thee, O my God,
acknowledge their impotence and shortcoming, and all those
who know Thee witness their inability and separation. Glory
be unto Thee, O my God! All things point to Thy creation, yet
are cut off from Thee by their very coming into being. They
indicate naught but their contingency and speak naught but
of their invention. There is nothing that hath not testified
to its own powerlessness to describe Thee, its severance from
knowing Thee, and its inability to indicate Thee. How could
it be otherwise when all besides Thee is bounded by the limi-
tations of Thy creation and characterized by the attributes of
Thy handiwork?

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! None hath known Thee, nor
shall ever know Thee as befitteth Thee. Those who point to
Thee through mention of themselves before Thee are veiled
from Thy unity and have been rejected by Thy decree back
to Thy dominion. Those who describe Thee through creation
shall never know Thee, for it acknowledgeth severance, witnes-
seth separation, and indicateth division.

. Thou art God, the Single, the One, the Self-Subsisting. He

begetteth not, nor is He begotten, and there is none like unto
Him. The Everlasting Who hath ever been, and no thing was
with Him. The Eternal Who hath never ceased to be, and no
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thing shall be at His level, alone with no God but He, Who
hath no partner, no minister, no equal, and no likeness. He
Who hath been Lord with none lordly, hath been God with
none deified, hath been Truth with none mentioned, hath been
All-Knowing with nothing known, hath been All-Powerful with
nothing empowered. He hath ever been in one state, creation
hath not changed Him for He is the Author of creation. He is
the One Whom neither slumber nor sleep overtaketh, Whose
knowledge none comprehendeth, and Whom nothing knoweth
as befitteth Him.

My God! Thou hast filled the heavens of Thy names [...] Holy
art Thou, O my God! Thy will hath appeared in all things,
yet its form remaineth concealed, wherefore they likened Thee
to them and took some of Thy signs as lords besides Thee,
and thus they did not truly worship Thee. O my God! Our
knowledge can never ascend unto Thee, nor can our allusions
ever point to Thee. The very essence of servitude returneth
unto Thy creation, and the loftiest peaks of existence fall short
of Thy creation.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou art worthy of worship in
truth, and unto Thee belongeth primordial oneness and ancient
glory which none besides Thee deserveth. Glorified art Thou,
O my God, beyond the utmost reach of those who seek to
describe Thee, for Thou canst not be described save by Thyself,
nor known save through Thyself. Thou art God, there is no
God but Thee. None knoweth Thy essence save Thyself. All
things speak of Thy power, ascend unto Thy Will, and conceive
of Thy greatness. Nothing existeth save through Thy power,
and nothing subsisteth save through Thy decree.

Thine is the Command and the Creation. O my God, I testify
that Thou art God, there is no God but Thee, alone with no
partner. I beseech Thee by Thy generosity to honor me with
the perpetual remembrance of Thee, for should Thy remem-
brance forsake me, I would be as one extinct. O my Lord!
Nothing hath honor save through what Thou teachest of Thy
remembrance, and nothing hath glory save through what Thou
inspirest of Thy knowledge.

2 I confess before Thee, O my God, on this great day and noble

scene, concerning what Thou lovest from the people of Thy
creation and what Thou hast ordained. I bear witness that
Thou lovest none but Thyself, and all who are beloved by Thee
are only beloved through Thy love. Glorified art Thou, O my
God! I confess before Thee my inability to love Thee as Thou
art. Neither I nor anything else can claim to love Thee as Thou
art worthy and deserving.
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O my God! The knowers recognize what Thy power hath or-
dained and attribute it to Thy Will itself. Glorified art Thou,
O my God, far above what the wrongdoers describe, with great
transcendence. I beseech Thee, O God, O my God, to send
blessings upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, the
places of Thy love, the pillars of Thy Will, the mines of Thy
creation, the foundations of Thy invention, and the signs of
Thy knowledge, even as Thou hast originated them, express-
ing through them all the conditions which Thou hast created.
And bestow peace upon them as Thou knowest their excellence,
for none can know their true station save Thee.

O my God! Through the signs of their own selves, which Thou
hast placed in the horizons and within souls, all things have
testified to Thy oneness. Through their power, the people of
understanding recognize Thy creation, and through their deeds,
the inhabitants of the heavens and earth find evidence of Thy
justice. O my God! Thou art He Who originateth them for
Thyself, and therefore they guide unto Thee only through Thee.
I bear witness before Thee that they are Thy honored servants
who speak not before Thee but act by Thy command.

5 O my God! We praise Thee for making them known to us,

for were it not for Thy making them known, nothing would
recognize them. We testify before Thee that from the grace
of their lights, minds recognize Thy oneness, and from the
shadows of their temples, all created things shine with Thy
praise. None knoweth their true right save Thee. I beseech
Thee to bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad as
Thou art worthy and deserving, and I seek Thy forgiveness, O
my God, for what my soul hath fallen short in the path of Thy
love. Neither I nor anything else can claim to fulfill Thy right
save through incapacity and shortcoming.

i O my God! Forgive me and the people of Thy love for all that

Thy knowledge encompasseth and Thy Book recordeth. Verily,
Thou art God, there is no God but Thee. Nothing hath power
to withstand Thy justice. I have fled from Thee, O my God,
unto Thee, and have sought Thy intercession with Thyself, and
I beseech Thee to save me from the onslaughts of Thy wrath,
O my God! None but Thee can reckon our deeds as Thou dost
reckon them, and none but Thee can forgive our grievous sins
as Thou dost conceal them. O my God! Thine is the mighty
power and the enduring sovereignty to which all things have
submitted and all affairs have yielded in perfection. Thou, O
my God, knowest the treachery of eyes and what the hearts
conceal. Forgive me then, and my parents, and whomsoever
Thou lovest, as befitteth Thee and as Thou art worthy of. O
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my God! There is nothing but glorifieth Thee and seeketh Thy
love.

7 Those upon whom the word of punishment hath been fulfilled

are prevented by veils from Thy remembrance, though Thy
proof hath reached all things. Those who have been favored
with Thy prior care have been touched by Thy grace, while
those for whom the fire hath been decreed have been overcome
by their souls’ wretchedness, even after Thou hadst raised the
banners of Thy proof in their outward being and established

in their inward parts the hidden inspirations of Thy revelation.

Thou, O my God, art not unjust to Thy servants. Thou art
God, there is no God but Thee, alone with no partner. I
beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy mighty right over us of
inspiring Thy unity and knowledge of those in authority over
Thy Cause, that Thou count me not on the Day of Resurrection
among anything Thou abhorrest, for nothing hath power to
withstand Thy grasp and Thy vengeance. Thou art God, the
Single, the Self-Subsisting, the One. Thou bestowest favor
upon whom Thou willest as Thou willest through grace, and
Thou punishest whom Thou willest as Thou willest through
justice. I beseech Thee by Thy right and by the right of the best
of Thy creation, Muhammad and his family - Thy blessings be
upon them - that Thou pardon us. Verily Thou art our God
and the God of all things. There is no God but Thee. Glory
be to Thee! I have been among the wrongdoers. There is no
power nor strength save in God, the Exalted, the Great.

8 9. Among his prayers was this one for the Day of Tarwiyah

and Weeping;:

In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate

Praise be to God Who hath singled Himself out through
might, veiled Himself through grandeur, and magnified
Himself through power. There is no God but Him. Nothing
is like unto Him and He is the Exalted, the Supreme. God
hath testified to His Own Self through His Own Self in the
might of His Essence that there is no God but Him, and none
knoweth how He is save Him. The people of recognition have
testified at the dawbreak of certitude to the description of
Thy signs that originated creation. Therefore they described
in the realities of their inner secrets Thy unity, that there is
no God but Thee, alone with no partner. Their tongues have
pronounced upon the Manifestation of Thy justice that Thou
art God, there is no God but Thee, alone with no partner.

O my God! Thy Will existed at creation and Thy Purpose
was mentioned at the dawning-place of origination. Glory be
to Thee, O my God! The might of Thy Self is too mighty for
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anything to comprehend, and Thy Essence is too exalted and
majestic to be described by anything of Thy creation. O my
God! Thy Being is known to Thine Essence and none knoweth
it save Thee. How could it be otherwise when the uttermost
goal of the seekers hath reached only to the point of innovation,
and the ascent of the knowers hath returned to the point of the
gate?

Glory be to God, the Exalted, the Great, the Single, the
One, the Self-Subsisting, the Unique, the Ever-Living, the
Self-Subsisting, the Eternal, besides Whom there is no God
and with Whom there is none but Him. No description from
anything can grasp Him and no attribute from anything can
reach Him. Thy decree concerning the people of creation hath
gone forth aforetime, and nothing is known except through its
essence, and nothing is described except through its identity.
O my God! Thou art known through Thy signs by signs, and
through Thy attributes by attributes, yet these can never at-
tain to any description of Thee nor reach any knowledge of
Thee. O my God! The paths of unity have testified to separa-
tion, and the gate of inaccessibility hath pointed to detachment.
Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou art the Beloved, there is
none other besides Thee, and Thou art the Desired One, there
is none other save Thee. Love for Thee is my very self that
Thou hast created, and Thy grace is according to my poverty.
Alas, alas for the remote allusions far removed from the essence
of the great primordial nature! I have not worshipped Thee as
Thou hast placed Thy sign within my soul, nor have I sought
Thee as Thou hast created the temple of Thy love in my inner-
most being. Alas, alas, shouldst Thou take me to task through
Thy justice or call me to account through the all-encompassing
power of Thy knowledge!

By Thy might and Thy majesty, and by the right of Thine
Own Self which none besides Thee can know, were Thou to
decree that everything encompassed by Thy knowledge be con-
sumed by fire in a single place, and were my naked body to be
filled therewith, by the Truth of God, I would proclaim therein,
O my God, that Thou art God, there is no God but Thee. I
have testified to Thy Self-Subsistence as beseemeth Thee and
to Thine Identity as befitteth Thee. Verily, Thou art praised
among mankind, and this Thy decree upon me, by Thy Most
Great Right than which there is no God, is truth like unto Thy
truth, and there is no averting it. God is Most Great! God is
Most Great! God is Most Great above this supreme torment
the like of which is impossible before the All-Merciful in cre-
ation, nor can the knowledge of invention bear its similitude.
I bear witness unto myself by the Most Great Truth, and this
is not even the recompense of less than an atom’s weight of
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a needle’s eye for my heedlessness of the station of Thy in-
timacy, my turning away from the seats of communing with
Thee, my disobedience in the places of Thy command, and
my negligence of the sources of Thy inspiration. Alas, alas,
O my Lord! T have turned my face toward Thee, and sought
intercession from Thyself with Thee, and fled from Thy justice
unto Thee. Here am I, confessing before Thee to the supreme
shortcoming and the great calamity on this Mighty Day of the
Sacred Month wherein Thou hast prescribed for the people of
Thy love the pilgrimage to Thy Sacred House, and standing
before Thee in the land of the Sacred Monument and Station,
and Thou hast commanded them to gather at the Corner of
the Sacred Gate.

I beseech Thee to send Thy blessings upon Muhammad and the
family of Muhammad, and to send down through Thy power
from the newly-created fragrances which Thou createst by Thy
power upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad - the
embodiments of Thy grandeur, the mines of Thy power, the
pillars of Thy might, the places of Thy command, the foun-
dations of Thy unity, the object of creation, and the praised
ones of invention - whom Thou hast made, for the glory of Thy
Self-Subsistence, the Manifestation of Thine Own Most Holy
and Most Great Self, besides Whom there is no God. Thou
hast called their essence by Thy Self, their attributes by Thy
creative force, their names by Thy sovereignty, their deeds by
Thy sanctity, their love by Thy love, their knowledge by Thy
knowledge, their obedience by Thy obedience, their grace by
Thy grace, and their rejection by Thy rejection.

5 Ibeseech Thee, O my God, O my Lord, to send Thy peace upon

them as befitteth Thee in their manifestation of Thy unity and
their delivery of the word of Thy justice: There is no God but
Thee, alone, without partner. Through Thee have I known
Thee from all else; were it not for Thee, I would not have
been anything until it was known how Thou art. Glorified art
Thou! Verily Thou art the Worshipped One at the dawning-
place of union, and Thou art the Desired One at the dayspring
of separation. I have loved nothing except Thee, nor have I
wished to desire anything except for Thy love, O my God!
Therefore, draw me through the calls of Thy mystery to the
seat of Thy holiness, and inspire me through the communing of
Thy praise to the inmost sanctuary of Thy glory. O my God!
My all is from Thee, and I love naught for myself save Thee.
Thou art One, no partner hast Thou.

Verily have I spoken before Thee, in the presence of those of
Thy servants who are nigh unto Thee, through my soul, my
spirit, my body, my mouth, my bones, my blood and all my
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veins, of Thy oneness and that the noblest of Thy creation
in Thine all-encompassing knowledge hath been Thy beloved
Muhammad, the blessings of God be upon him and his fam-
ily. And I bear witness that Thou hast made his successors the
manifestation of his self in grace and truth, none knoweth them
as they are except Thee alone, no partner hast Thou. And I
bear witness before Thee on behalf of their faithful followers
who are nigh unto the people of Thy creation and what Thou
createst through wondrous conditions, not from anything, of
what Thou lovest for them. O my God, I beseech Thee by Thy
mighty truth to bestow peace upon their foremost followers
whom Thou hast made, in the midst of sanctity, a manifesta-
tion of grace, and in the world of command, standing by Thy
command over all that Thou hast created and brought into be-
ing, with every good that Thy knowledge hath encompassed.
Verily, Thou art powerful over all things and loving toward
the believers. There is no power nor strength save in God, the
Exalted, the Great. God’s blessings be upon Muhammad and
his family. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

7 10. And among his prayers for each day of the months of Rajab,

Sha’ban and Ramadan:

8 In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-

ate.

Praise be to God, the Single, the One, the Eternal, besides
Whom there is no god, and none knoweth how He is except
He. He unto Whom nothing can be compared, no affair dis-
tracteth Him from another affair, and He is every day engaged
in a fresh work, not from anything. Glory be unto Him, ex-
alted is His might. So mighty is He that all things fall short
before Him, and none knoweth how He is except He. Glory be
to God, the One possessed of conquest and dominion. None
encompasseth His knowledge save He, nothing is hidden from
Him, and naught is called upon except He. There is no god but
He. He hath decreed fate in this month through His will, and
none knoweth His subtle workmanship except He. Glory be
unto Him! He hath not ordained for creation any door to Him
save through effacement from all else and severance from allu-
sion. Glory be unto Him! There is no refuge beside Him save
unto Him, and there is no door unto Him save through Him.
Verily the thing reflecteth the thing, and He is the Creator, not
from anything. The reality of things is as the thing reflecteth,
not from anything. Glory be unto Him! None knoweth His
essence save He, and no one hath any way to His true nature.
His power hath brought the created things into being, and
they indicate naught save severance, and they ascend not in
His kingdom save unto prohibition. Glory be unto Him! The
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paths in their reality are closed before Him, and all in their
existence are turned back unto Him. Glory be to the One, the
Ancient, and the Single, the All-Knowing. There is no god but
He, and none knoweth a single letter save He.

O my God! I bear witness that I desire none save Thee and love
none save Thee. Thou art the Goal through truth and Thou
art the Object of worship through certitude. There is no god
but He. And I bear witness before Thee, O my God, as Thy
Being beareth witness unto itself, and there is no god but He,
that nothing, O my God, hath desired aught save Thee except
that I have found it turning away from the gate and arriving at
the gathering place of the cattle. Glory be unto Thee! Perfect
is Thy proof and great art Thou, for he is praised who desireth
none save Thee, and he is rejected who desireth Thee for aught
else besides Thy love. Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I have
not found Thee save through Thyself, and I have not drawn
near to remembrance save through Thy love. There is no god
but He. I bear witness before Thee, O my God, to that which
Thou bearest witness for the people of the gate from among
Thy servants. O Lord of all worlds! By Thy decree, no soul
hath ever truly sought Thee except that Thou wert already
seeking it, and no soul hath ever turned away from Thy gate

except that Thou hadst inspired it with love despite its denial.

O Thou besides Whom there is no God, I testify before Thee
that he who seeketh Thy gate is inscribed with Thee among
the lines of the monotheists, and all are beloved by Him in
proportion to their love for Thee. For Thou art God, there is
no God but Him, and all else is His creation within His grasp,
and there is no God but Him.

O my God! This is Thy sacred month, established in truth by
Thee. Therefore inspire me, O my God, and the people of Thy
love, with the sweetness of love from Thy remembrance and
protection from remoteness from Thy gate, for these are the
pivot of all affairs with Thee. All good is established through
the remembrance of those who remember Thee, and all evil is
attributed to the heedlessness of those who are heedless of Thy
decree.

O Thou besides Whom there is no God! Inspire me with the
wonders of Thy love, just as Thou art their Originator. O Thou
Who hast ever been standing, O my God and the God of my
fathers, O Ever-Living, O Self-Subsisting! I beseech Thee to
bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad as befitteth
Thee.

O Thou besides Whom there is no God! By Thy might and
Thy majesty - and there is no knowledge save for those who
fear Thee, and no wisdom save for those who love Thee - even if
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Thou shouldst punish me with every punishment within Thy
power, by Thy Most Great Right, besides which there is no
God, I would still speak in Thy presence as I now speak before
Thee. There is no God but He - Thou didst create me when I
was nothing, and Thou didst nurture me by Thy power without
any deservedness on my part. Indeed, if Thou hadst judged
with justice upon anything at the beginning of its existence, it
would have perished from its very inception.

O my God! Thou art the Self-Sufficient, there is no God but
He. By God, I am ashamed to mention any punishment from
Thee before Thy presence, for Thou hast ever been - there
is no God but He - and all Thy punishment and whatsoever
else are but Thy creation, and become as nought before Thy
remembrance.

O my God! Thy pardon, Thy pardon! I ask forgiveness for my-
self and for the souls of those who have answered Thy call, and
I turn in repentance unto Thee from all that Thy knowledge
encompasseth and Thy Book hath recorded. O Thou besides
Whom there is no God! Glory be to Thee, there is no God but
Hel!

O Thou Who sufficeth for all things while nothing sufficeth
apart from Thee! O God, O Lord! Bless Muhammad and
the family of Muhammad, and decree for me what Thou hast
decreed through Thy implementation, as befitteth Thee and
as Thou deserveth. And I beseech Thee, O God, O Lord of
Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, to hasten the re-
lief of Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, and to send
down upon Thy vicegerent who standeth before Thee, the ad-
ministrator of the kingdom according to Thy Most Great Word,
from the wondrous breaths which none knoweth save Thee.
Open the Book for Thy Word and make His word manifest
to the people of the earth until nothing worshippeth Thee in
association, and religion becomes wholly for God, the Praise-
worthy, on the day of Thy Greatest Proof upon pure truth.

O God! Bless him and the people of his love among the inhab-
itants of the heavens and the earth. Here am I, O my God,
beseeching Thee by Thy right to preserve through Thy power
the absence of Muhammad and to exact justice for the self of
Muhammad. Verily, Thy decree is the truth and Thy word is
justice, and nothing can be reversed except with Thee. Here
am I, seeking intercession from Thee to Thyself, and fleeing
from Thy justice to Thy bounty. Write for me as befitteth
Thee, for Thou art the Truth, there is no God but He. Verily,
God and His angels send blessings upon the Prophet. O ye
who believe!
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s Invoke blessings upon him and greet His Most Great Word, and

magnify God as He has guided you to His religion. Glorified
be God, our Lord, the Lord of the Throne, above what they
describe. Peace be upon the Messengers, and praise be to God,
the Lord of the worlds.

3. Among his prayers on the night of ‘Ashura was:

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful.

Praise be to God Who has made Himself known to us as the
Truth, there is no God but He, the Ever-Living, the Self-
Subsisting. O my God! I bear witness before Thee in this
station of mine to that which Thou bearest witness unto Thy-
self, and those endowed with knowledge among Thy creation,
that there is no God but Thee, the Ancient, the Most Exalted.
O my God! Thou art He Who originates through His power the
servants without any prior example, and creates for them what
they need in the path of Thy love as a new creation. There-
fore I praise Thee, O God our Lord, for having created me
when I was nothing, and for having made me know Thy Self,
the Ancient One, Who has ever been. By my self, which was
nothing - glory be unto Thee, O my God! Great indeed is Thy
creation and magnificent is Thy favor, and it is not possible to
fulfill what is due unto Thee as is Thy right. Glory be unto
Thee, O my God! None knoweth Thy subtle handiwork except
Thee. I praise Thee, O my God, for all that Thou lovest and
art pleased with, through all the phases of Thy manifestations
and conditions of the lights of Thy sovereignty, for what Thou
hast inspired me concerning the knowledge of the Guardians
of Thy Cause, the Trustees of Thy Knowledge, the Pillars of
Thy Unity, the Repositories of Thy Love, and the Tongues of
Thy Will - Muhammad and his successors, Thy blessings be
upon them.

I beseech Thee, O God, my Master, to send blessings upon
Muhammad and the family of Muhammad according to the
power of Thy creation and the mystery of Thy invention,
as Thou art their Protector. And I beseech Thee, O God,
my Lord, to send peace upon Muhammad and the family of
Muhammad as befitteth Thee, and to grant them from Thy
bounty that which none besides them deserves. I bear witness
before Thee, O my God, that they were the fruit of creation in
Thy knowledge and the ultimate purpose of invention in Thy
Book. None can know them as Thou hast made them to be.
Glory be unto Thee, O God! Thou hast originated them for
Thyself to stand in Thy station, and Thou hast brought them
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into being such that there is no difference between Thee and
them except that they are Thy creation and Thy servants.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Through the shadows of
their forms deposited in the realities of existing things, all have
learned Thy unity, and through their names flowing through
the inmost essence of contingent beings, all have come to know
Thy praise. Glory be unto Thee, O God, my Lord! None
knoweth their true station save Thee, nor their excellence ex-
cept Thee. I bear witness that Thy blessings are prepared for
those who believe in them, and Thy retribution is decreed for
those who deny them. And Thou, O my God, dost not burden
any soul beyond its capacity. Here am I, O my God, confessing
before Thee my inability to know them and my shortcomings
regarding their rights.

Therefore, O God, my Lord, requite them according to what
they deserve, as befitteth Thee and as Thou art worthy. This
is the night in which Thy Proof and the son of Thy Proof
was slain, so send down through Thy wondrous mercy and
Thy new creation upon him and upon those who follow their
souls in visiting him for Thy sake. Have mercy, O my God,
upon the faces that were changed by the heat of the sun in his
path for Thy love, and upon the eyes from which tears flowed
at his martyrdom for Thy sake. O my God! Great was his
martyrdom and tremendous was his calamity for Thee, and
none knows his right as it is except Thee, nor the magnitude
of his trials in Thy path, nor the antiquity of his pleasure for
Thee except Thee. I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy might
and Thy majesty, to bless him and those who love him through
the perpetuity of Thy Self, as Thou art Thou.

Curse His murderers, O Lord, and those who were pleased with
their deeds, with such chastisement as lies within Thy power,
for all eternity throughout the duration of Thy sovereignty, as
they deserve and merit. And O my God, with their punishment
curse the hosts of Satan who rejoice in their deeds. Verily Thou
art possessed of terrible might and severe retribution. None
can question what Thou doest, but they shall be questioned.
There is no power nor strength except in God, the Most High,
the Most Great.

11. Among his prayers on the Night of the Declaration, the
twenty-seventh night of the month of Rajab, and on the fifth
night of Jamadi’l-Avval:

In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate.

s Praise be to God, the One, the Single, the Individual, the Self-

Subsisting, there is no God but He, the Great, the Most High.
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Praise be to God for making known to us the stations of His
Cause and the sources of His Message, until the people of the
Covenant became certain that He is the Just, the Praiseworthy,
there is no God but He, the Ancient, the Worshipped One.

O God! I beseech Thee by the Praised Lord and the Desired
Tree, whom Thou didst choose for Thyself and select for Thy
love, and whom Thou didst elect from among all created things
to stand in Thy station, which Thou hadst made the station
of Thine own Self in being known, since things cannot com-
prehend Thy Essence nor can servants know Thy Reality - the
Bearer of Glad-Tidings, the Warner, Muhammad, the Seal of
the Prophets. May Thy blessings be upon him and upon his
rightly-guided successors and upon their pure followers.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by his noble Mission and his
sublime Glory, which Thou didst specially reserve for Thyself
apart from all creation. Thou art He Who manifests his au-
thority on this night for all created things to acknowledge his
prophethood. Therefore I praise Thee, O God, for this mighty
station and this glorious, sublime blessing which Thou bestow-
est upon whom Thou willest as Thou willest, and withholdest
from whom Thou willest as Thou willest.

I bear witness before Thee, O my God, that he is Thy Beloved
and Thy Messenger from when nothing existed before Thee,
and all creation acknowledges that he is the Purpose of Thy
creation and the Beloved in Thy invention. From the rays of his
light do the mystics attain certitude, and from the excellence of
his remembrance do the spiritually refined derive their essence.

Therefore I beseech Thee, O my God, my Lord and my Master,
to send blessings upon him and upon his accepted successors
with Thy most excellent blessings, as befits Thee, and to re-
ward him and those whom Thou hast chosen as his successors
with Thy most perfect recompense. Verily Thou doest what
Thou willest and decreest what Thou desirest, and Thou art
God, powerful over all things.

O my God! Thou art the One truly worthy of worship, there
is no God but Thee. Through Thy love hast Thou created me,
through Thy power hast Thou preserved me from annihilation.
By Thy might and Thy majesty, and since nothing exists save
through Thy will, were Thou to ordain the fire for those who
love Thee - by Thy very Self, and there is no power nor strength
except through Thee - I would choose naught but Thy love and
Thy good-pleasure. There is no God but Thee, alone without
partner, and Thou sufficest as a witness. Thou art God, the
Beloved of the mystics, Thou art God, the Ultimate Desire of
the seekers, and Thou art God, the Lord of all the worlds.
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O my Master! T have acknowledged before Thee, at the station
of the manifestation of Thy justice, Muhammad, peace be upon
him and his family, that Thou art God, our Lord and the Lord
of our forefathers. There is no God but Thee, Originator of
the heavens and the earth.

Thy Essence cuts off creation from the path,
and Thy Reality blocks things from the way. O Thou besides
Whom there is no God! Thy Self is too mighty for anything to
reach Thee. Glory be to Thee, O my God! None knoweth how
Thou art except Thee alone, without partner. Through Thy
origination of originated things do the mystics know of Thy
sanctification beyond conjunction, and through Thy invention
of invented things do the learned know of Thy transcendence
beyond association. Thou besides Whom there is no God, and
none knoweth how He is except Him! Verily the mystics tra-
verse the path of origination without reaching its end, and the
unitarians ascend into the station of creation without prayer.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Through Thy creation my soul
hath recognized its powerlessness to know Thee, and through
Thy handiwork my deeds have acknowledged their shortcoming
in fulfilling what is due unto Thee. O my God! None have any
refuge save Thee. They who detach themselves from all else
but Thee, truly worship Thee, and they who take shelter in
other than Thee have not known Thee in any way. O my
God! Through Thee have I known Thee, and through Thyself
have I sought intercession with Thee. Were it not that Thou
willest love, who would love Thee? And were it not that Thou
inspirest remembrance, who would remember Thee?

7 O my God! From Thee is all bounty, and ours is all shortcom-

ing. Thou hast ever been the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous,
while I have been the negligent, the prodigal. There is no es-
cape save unto Thee, and no salvation except with Thee. I am
the one who fleeth, O my God, from Thy justice unto Thee,
and here am I taking refuge in Thy generosity. O Thou be-
sides Whom there is none other God! Thy knowledge sufficeth
without expression. Thou art the One intended, none else but
Thee, and Thou art the One worshipped, none besides Thee.
I beseech Thee to send Thy blessings upon Muhammad and
the family of Muhammad, as befitteth Thee and as Thou art
worthy. Verily, Thou art the Lord of righteousness and the
Lord of forgiveness. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds.

12. And among His prayers on the night of the middle of the
month of Sha’ban:

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate
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Praise be to God Who hath testified to His Own Oneness that
there is no God but He, the Most High, the Most Great. O
Thou Who art near in the might of Thy Essence yet far from
the perception of Thy servants. There is nothing like unto Him,
and He is the All-Great, the Most High. O my God! Through
Thy testimony to Thyself have I testified to Thy Oneness, and
through Thy attraction have I turned away from observing
aught else but Thee. Were it not that Thou hadst made Thyself
known to me, I would not have remembered Thee, and were
it not that Thou hadst inspired me with Thy remembrance, I
would not have praised Thee.

I acknowledge before Thee, O my God, on this august night
that Thou art the One worthy of worship. There is no God but
Thee. Thee do we worship and Thine aid do we seek. Sanctified
is Thy Self, O my God, from being known by anyone through
other than Thy description, and exalted is Thy Being from
being described by the knowledge of Thy servants. Glory be
to Thee, O my God! All creation acknowledgeth Thy might
and uniqueness, and all existence proveth Thy permanence and
unity.

Glory be to Thee, O my God, from any proof of other than
Thyself to Thyself. Thou art He Who honoreth Thy sincere
loved ones with the might of Thy Self, while they are in awe
of Thee. There is no God besides Thee and no one to be
worshipped other than Thee. Everyone, O my God, calleth
upon Thee after Thou hast shown them the way of detachment,
and all worship Thee after Thou hast shown them the path of
abstinence. O my God! There is nothing except that it hath
been formed through the acceptance of Thy love, and there
is no being save that it hath come into existence through the
acceptance of Thy justice.

Thou art God, the Lord of all things and their Creator without
any “thingness.” There is nothing like unto Thee, and there
is none besides Thee who created things from nothing. Thou
art He Who, when Thou willest a thing, it cometh into being,
and when Thou desirest something, it becometh limited. None
can resist Thy Will, and none can reverse Thy Purpose. Unto
Thee ascendeth all goodly words and righteous deeds. There
is no God but Thee.

I beseech Thee by Thy Name which Thou hast made for Thyself
and which pointeth to naught save Thee, that Thou send Thy
blessings upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, and
that Thou honor us with the perpetuity of Thy remembrance
and obedience. There is no God but Thee. Thy door is open to

those who seek, and Thy way is set forth for those who desire.

Here am I, O my God, having turned myself toward Thee and
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having testified with my whole being before Thee that Thou
art God, there is no God but Thee, alone with no partner, and
that Muhammad is Thy servant whom Thou didst choose from
the midst of contingent being to stand in Thy place, and Thou
didst send him in the most exalted of times and the most pro-
pitious of days for the completion of Thy favor, and Thou hast
manifested it through the most excellent of Arabs and the no-
blest of nobles to reveal Thy bounty. Therefore, O God, send
Thy blessings upon him and upon his chosen successors who
are the bearers of Thy Book, the interpreters of Thy revela-
tion, the pillars of Thy unity, and the custodians of Thy Cause
- those whose hearts Thou hast made the seat of Thy love,
whose innermost beings the place of Thy Will, whose souls the
repository of Thy Purpose, whose attributes the manifestation
of Thy Names, and whose deeds are indicative of Thy justice.

55 O God! Send Thy peace upon them and upon their Qaim, Thy

chosen one, whom Thou hast selected for Thyself, elected for
Thy love, preserved for the manifestation of Thy justice, and
reserved for Thy Day which Thou lovest and art pleased with,
to stand in Thy station, though the polytheists be averse.

i O my God! I have believed in him as Thou willest concerning

him, and I await his relief as Thou desirest regarding him. By
Thy might, I am pleased with Thee as Thou art Thou - Thy
deed is the purpose and Thy decree is praiseworthy. Nothing
exists save what has been realized through the pleasure of Thy
authority, and nothing is for anything except what has been
determined by the decree of Thy sovereignty.

Therefore, I beseech Thee, O my God, to send blessings upon
Thy chosen one who stands by Thy Cause and is concealed by
Thy protection, through all Thy wondrous conditions which
none can encompass save Thy knowledge and none can enu-
merate save Thy Book. I implore Thee, O my God, by his
right, to make us among those sincere in his love and stead-
fast in his authority, to honor our faces by the sight of his
countenance and our souls by the sanctity of his presence.

And if Thou hast decreed death for us in Thy judgment, then
revive us in his dominion and in the return of Thy sincere
loved ones. I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy generosity and
by the right of Muhammad and his family, the best of Thy
beloved ones, to protect him with Thine eye that never sleeps
and to guard him with Thy power that cannot be resisted, and
to hasten his relief through Thy bounty, for none deserves his
manifestation through Thy justice. Therefore, reach the worlds
through Thy grace and remove the veils that have prevented
the people from serving him.
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Glory be to Thee, O my God! Thy proof stands and is not
hidden, Thy authority is manifest and does not differ, and
Thy friends are not concealed from their subjects except when
hopes veil them. Therefore, I beseech Thee, O my God, to send
blessings upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, to
hasten their relief and bring near their dominion. Verily, Thou
hast power over what Thou willest, and there is no might nor
power except through God, and praise be to God, the Lord of
the worlds.

13. And among his prayers on the twenty-third night of the
month of Ramadan:

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate.

Praise be to God, the Originator of the heavens and the earth,
there is no god but He, the Mighty, the Wise. O God, Lord of
the Night of Power, who has made it better than a thousand
months, I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy generosity to or-
dain in this night from the breezes of Thy glory and the stations
of Thy holiness what Thou createst eternally for Muhammad
and the family of Muhammad - Thy blessings be upon them
morning and evening - and to have mercy upon us through
them in this blessed night in which Thou revealed the Qur’an
to Thy beloved Muhammad - Thy blessings be upon him and
upon his chosen successors. Verily, Thou art the Possessor of
ancient bounty and great favor. Thy giving is grace and Thy
decree is justice. Thou bestowest upon whom Thou willest as
Thou willest, and Thou withholdest from whom Thou willest
what Thou willest. Thou art God, there is no god but Thee.
If Thou decree with mercy, then it is worthy of Thy bounty
that has reached us, and if Thou execute Thy decree with rec-
ompense for what our hands have sent forth, then Thou art
God, the Just in judgment and the Praiseworthy in command.
None has power over His good pleasure nor can any influence
His decree. None can attain aught save through acceptance of
His will, for such has ever been Thy way. O my God! Deprived
is he who seeketh other than Thy judgment, and praised is he
who acquiesceth in Thy decree. O my God! This is a night
whose excellence no book can reckon. I beseech Thee by Thy
right that Thou draw me nigh unto Thee and inspire me with
Thy remembrance. Had Thou not created me, I would have
been as nothing, and had Thou not inspired me, I would not
have drawn near unto Thy glory.

I turn, O my God, with all my being toward Thee, and flee
from my self unto Thy presence. I testify that Thou art God,
and there is no God but Thee, the Lord of bounty and grace.
And I bear witness that Muhammad and his family are Thy
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beloved ones, whom Thou hast chosen for Thyself, elected for
Thy love, and selected for Thy knowledge. Of their truth Thou
sayest: “They are honored servants who speak not until He
hath spoken, and who act by His command.” Therefore, O
Lord, bless them as they deserve.

I bear witness, O my God, as the Book hath testified, that I
desire naught save what Thou desirest, and love naught save
what Thou lovest. Sufficient art Thou and those who possess
knowledge of the Book as witnesses. O my God! Great indeed
are my transgressions before Thee, and grave my shortcomings
in Thy presence. I am a lowly servant, less than what Thy
preserving Book can enumerate. By Thy might and majesty,
shouldst Thou punish me with all Thy power which Thou wilt
exercise, and take me to task with all Thy vengeance which Thy
knowledge encompasseth, yet have I declared in Thy presence
and before Thy servants that Thou art God, there is no God
but Thee, Thy judgment is justice, Thy deed is truth, Thy
proof is conclusive, and the signs of Thy Cause are manifest.

This decree from Thee is true, and what hath been and what
shall be - all this is but requital for a moment’s heedlessness

of Thy remembrance and neglect of some of Thy command.

For Thou art God Who hath ever been, and there is none
like unto Thee. All else besides Thee is Thy creation and
within Thy grasp. Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Thy action
hath ever been grace, and no created thing at the inception of
its existence can bear Thy justice - how then could it endure
thereafter in justice?

Alas! Alas! Should Thou judge me with justice! By Thy
might and Thy majesty, and by the right of Muhammad and
the family of Muhammad, the best of Thy beloved ones, I have
held fast to Thy cord and taken refuge in Thy bounty. I beseech
Thee to bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad as
befitteth Thee, and to ordain for me and for those who love
Thee, in this noble night, through Thy irrevocable decree, all
the good that Thy knowledge encompasseth, and protection
from all the evil that Thy Book hath enumerated. Verily, Thou
art the Lord of bounty, grace, grandeur, and majesty.

O my God! Thy face is my quest, Thy gift my goal, and the
mention of Thy loved ones the solace of mine eyes. O Thou
besides Whom there is no God! T beseech Thee by Thy mighty
right and Thine ancient majesty to ordain for me in this great
night such mercy as Thou ordainest for Thy near ones who
visit Thy Sacred House, who attend the shrines of Thy noble
Proofs, who stand at the Sacred Monument and Station, and
such of Thy wondrous favors as Thy knowledge encompasseth,
which none besides Thee can comprehend. Verily, Thou art
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the Lord of supreme bounty unto whomsoever Thou willest as
Thou willest, and there is no God but Thee, the Ancient, the
All-Bountiful.

O my God! I call upon Thee as Thou hast inspired me, so
answer me as Thou hast promised me. Verily, Thou dost not
fail in Thy promise. Glorified be our Lord, the Lord of the
Throne, above what they attribute to Him. Peace be upon the
Messengers, and praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.

14. This was among his prayers after completing the recitation
of the Qur’an:

In the name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate

Praise be to God Who hath manifested Himself in the Book
through His power descending from the clouds of the Gate,
and praise be to God Who hath established in the Book the
decree of causes through the mystery of their effects from the
Dawning-Place of the beloved ones, and praise be to God Who
hath intended through the revelation of the Furqan the mys-
tery of the Qur’an, that the believers might know the paths of
reward unto the Ultimate Goal.

I praise Thee, O my God, for that which Thou dost inspire
me through Thy wondrous breezes which none save Thee can
comprehend, and I praise Thee by the Most Great Truth for
Thy Supreme Right whereby Thou hast sent down unto me a
Book like the Furqan of Thy beloved Muhammad, peace be
upon him and his family. By Thy might and Thy majesty, my
all is powerless to reckon a single atom of Thy bounties and
the signs of Thy love. Here am I, speaking in Thy presence
and before all creation that Thou art God, there is no God
but Thee, alone with no partner, and there is nothing like unto
Thee. Thou art the Single One, ever abiding in the condition of
pre-existence. None knoweth Thy Essence as Thou knowest it,
and none comprehendeth Thy Being as Thou comprehendest
it. Thou art He Who cannot be known through anything, for
things exist in their quiddity through Thy creation, and Thou
art He Who is not veiled from anything, for through Thy Will
have all things come into being from the signs of Thy volition.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! All creation proceedeth from
Thy wondrous origination, not from anything that hath real-
ity, and I have not known Thee except through detachment
from all else but Thee. Glorified art Thou, O my Lord, above
the description of all contingent beings. There is no God but
Thee. And I bear witness unto Muhammad as he hath testi-
fied unto himself at the Dawning-Place of response from Thy
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Being. Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou art more ex-
alted than that Thy beloved should be known by any soul or
that anything should comprehend his knowledge. I bear wit-
ness unto his truth as Thou hast testified unto Thyself through
him. None knoweth his reality save Thee alone, Who hath no
partner.

O God! Bestow Thy blessings upon him as befitteth Thee.
Glorified art Thou! None knoweth his station in Thee, and I
believe not, O my Lord, in his right save through Thy right.
Therefore, O God, reward him on behalf of all creation with
the reward of Thy creation, not through anything pertaining
to his right, for verily Thou hast ever been omnipotent and
all-knowing.

5 I bear witness unto the well-pleasing Successors, the bearers

of Thy Book, the interpreters of Thy Revelation, the pillars
of Thy unity, the signs of Thy grandeur, the treasuries of Thy
knowledge, and the inheritors of Thy dominion, even as Thy
Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, hath testified con-
cerning them through Thy testimony unto them. Glory be to
Thy power, which imagination cannot encompass! Thy signs
are greater than that pens should attempt to describe them.
Glorified art Thou! Thy word is truth concerning his right:
“Say: If the ocean were ink for the words of my Lord, the
ocean would be exhausted before the words of my Lord were
exhausted, even if We brought another ocean like it for sup-
port.” Glorified art Thou! None knoweth their description in
his right, how they are, save Thee, their Creator.

Glorified art Thou, O God, my Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy
Most Great Right over them to send peace upon them through
the conditions of Thy creative days which none knoweth save
Thee. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things. And I bear
witness, O my God, unto the Gates from among their follow-
ers, even as Thy Essence hath testified unto Itself before all
things that Thou art God, there is no God but Thee. And I
bear witness that they are Thy honored servants whom Thou
hast confirmed through Thy power in Thy mighty and glorious
Book: “Honored servants who speak not until He hath spoken,
and who act by His command.” I beseech Thee, O God, to
sanctify them through Thy greatest sanctification and to pro-
tect them through Thy mightiest protection from all that Thou
lovest not for Thy near ones. Verily, Thou art knowing of all
things and powerful over whatsoever Thou willest.

7 Thou art God, Lord of all the worlds! Praise be to God Who

hath guided us to His religion through the Most Great Gate,
the Most Straight Word, the Most Great Name, and the Most
Noble Path, upon whom He hath sent down the mystery of
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verses in his tongue upon the form of the Qur’an. I testify, O
my God, that I have believed in His mystery and His mani-
festation, and in His Book whereunto falsehood cannot come
from before it or behind it, and in whatsoever Thou hast willed
therein of the hidden meanings of His verses from His Book,
and what Thou hast caused to flow from His pen as Thou didst
love and approve, and dost bestow upon whom Thou willest as
Thou willest, and withhold from whom Thou willest as Thou
willest. Verily Thou art the Self-Subsisting Object of Worship
and the Praiseworthy in action. Thou hast manifested Thy
wondrous Word from naught and hast sent down unto Him
the Qur’an through Thy power upon the paths of His knowl-
edge, that the believers might know their portion in that Clear
Book, lest they speak concerning Thy Word other than what
Thou hast ordained through Thy power and the manifestation
of Thy grandeur. Thou art God, there is no God but Thee.
Therefore, O my God, enable me to recite it in the watches of
the night and the ends of the day, and open the gate of our
hearts that we might drink from the cup of mysteries from its
mighty verses. Verily Thou art our Lord and the Lord of our
forefathers.

Praise be to God Who hath exalted Himself through the
loftiness of His might above all things. Praise be to God
Who hath subdued His servants through the dominion of His
power over all things. Glorified be God, the Creator, the
Fashioner, Who hath taken neither companion unto Himself
nor proof for His Lordship, for creation is bounded by the
limits of His origination and indicateth naught but His power
and relateth naught but His will. Glorified be the Single,
the Self-Subsisting! Thine Own Self hath testified to Thy
Self-Subsistence, and none knoweth Thy Being as befitteth
Thee. O my God, I bear witness to Thy Self-Subsistence
before the people of Thy creation, through that which Thy
knowledge encompasseth, even as Thou bearest witness unto
Thyself. We acknowledge before Thee our utmost shortcoming.
Thou didst create us through Thy power in the temple of Thy
love lest aught should neglect Thy obedience for the twinkling
of an eye.

Alas, alas for that which Thy knowledge encompasseth concern-
ing us, which beseemeth not the glory of Thy greatness and the
majesty of Thy awe! Alas, alas for that which Thy Preserved
Book hath encompassed of our innermost secrets, for which I
see no limit that I might mention before Thy Countenance!
Alas, alas, I find not the souls of creation save distant from
Thy nearness! Therefore draw them, O God, to the station
of Thy love until they find solace in the shadow of Thy path
and forget the trace of the remembrance of aught else before
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Thy face. O my God, by Thy might and Thy majesty, I have
known Thee through Thyself, called upon Thee through Thy
call, and remember Thee through Thy remembrance. Were it
not for Thee, I would be as nothing. O what regret for my con-
dition before Thee, concerning that which Thou hast written
in Thy Book through the hands mentioning other than Thee!
And O what sorrow for my state when I desired to call upon
Thee and found therein naught save acknowledgment of the
mention of other than Thee!

O my God, by Thy might and Thy majesty, I have not drawn
nigh unto mention save to call upon Thee and seek the ways of
Thy good-pleasure. Thou knowest, after that, my extravagance
concerning Thyself and my turning away from the seat of Thy
love. I bear witness before Thee in this mighty presence, Thy
presence, that there is no God but Thee. O my God, shouldst
Thou punish me with every chastisement which Thou art able
to inflict for the sake of mentioning any mention other than
Thee in any hour of the night or minute of all the day, and
cause me to die therein, then bring me to life through Thy
punishment according to that which hath drawn nigh unto
Thy Cause before Thee - then by Thy truth, there is no God
but Thee - here am I declaring in Thy presence that Thou
art just in judgment and praiseworthy in deed; and that never
hath there been, nor shall there be, a chastisement — than
which, in Thy knowledge, none greater can be — more fitting
as a recompense for him who, at Thy dawning, made mention
of aught beside Thee; for by such mention I had verily been
deserving thereof.

O my God! O All-Merciful! In Thy knowledge there can be
no greater recompense for the mention of aught else when be-
holding Thy countenance. I have turned with my whole being
unto Thee and have fled from myself and my deeds before Thee.
By Thy might and majesty, Thou art the Object of my deeds
and Thou art the One Worshipped in the essence of my being.
The servants have known Thy Self through Thy Self, and all
creation hath known Thee through the knowledge of Thy Be-
ing, and hath attained unto Thy love through that which Thou
didst create out of nothing by Thy power.

Glorified art Thou! Thou art too exalted to be known as Thou
truly art in Thy oneness, or to be indicated by any created
thing. Glorified art Thou! Nothing can know Thee as Thou
deservest to be known, and nothing can worship Thee as Thou
deservest to be worshipped. Glory be to God, the Most High!
No thing can doubt that Thou canst not be known except
through Thyself, and no path leadeth to Thy Self for any thing.
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Glorified art Thou, the Single and Alone, the Ancient and
Unique!

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! The portion of creation is
in the Dawning-Place of Thy creation, and the return of the
servants hath ever been unto the paths of Thy invention. Glory
be unto Thee, O my God, far above what the wrongdoers say
concerning Thy knowledge!

O my God! Help us in these few fleeting days of our lives to
read Thy verses and to obey those whom Thou hast chosen
for Thyself as the embodiments of Thy Cause, whose obedi-
ence Thou hast linked to obedience unto Thee, and whose love
to Thy love. O my God! Ordain for us, through Thy grace,
martyrdom in the path of Thy Most Great Gate, upon whom
Thou didst send down the Book and in whose hands Thou
didst place the means of all causes leading to Thee, O Lord of
Lords!

I bear witness before Thee, O my God, even as Thou dost
bear witness unto Him. Grant Him, O God, through Thy
grace, as befitteth Thee, and shower upon Him, O God, as
befitteth Thee. Verily Thou art the Possessor of righteousness
and forgiveness.

O my God! None knoweth Thy wondrous creation save Thee,
and this creation pointeth to none but Thee, and desireth
naught save Thy pure religion. Therefore, O God, assist Him
with Thy hosts whom none but Thee can see, and send down
upon Him and upon those who have entered the gate of obedi-
ence unto Him all the good that Thy knowledge encompasseth.
Forgive, O God, the people of Thy love for that which Thou
lovest not from the people of Thy obedience. Verily, Thou art
the Self-Sufficient, the Single One. There is no God but Thee.
There is nothing like unto Thee. There is no glory save in
obedience to Thee, and no abasement save in disobedience to
Thee.

I bear witness that Thou art Self-Sufficient, independent of all
creation, and that Thy creation of all beings is the greatest
proof of the independence of Thy power and the might of Thy
sovereignty. Glory be unto Thee! Verily, Thy believing ser-
vants glory in Thy might and are enraptured by Thy love, and
therefore they have become, through Thy power, independent
of all the worlds.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Unto Thee be praise,
grandeur, majesty and greatness. O my Lord! Thou hast
caused me to speak in recitation of Thy Book, which is like
unto Thy Furgan, and which Thou hast made to prevail over
every book Thou hast revealed through Thy power. Therein
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Thou hast detailed the laws of Thy love concerning what is
incumbent upon Thy servants in the path of obedience unto
Thee.

O my God! Send down from the melodies of Thy holiness
during its recitation, make our tongues fluent in its eloquent
expression, and make us among those who hold fast to the
handle of its verses. O God! Thou hast sent down the Book
upon Thy Most Great Gate and Thy Most Straight Path, upon
the line of Him Who standeth in the midst of Thy love. O my
God! Inspire us, during its recitation, with the wonders of its
mysteries, and make us among those who obey Thy laws and
are content with Thy power in Thy remembrance.

O God! Send Thy blessings upon Muhammad and the family
of Muhammad, Thy chosen ones, and upon all their followers
from among the people of the Gates and those who love them.
Verily, Thou art the Possessor of bounty, grandeur, majesty
and glory. Thy gift is the greatest of gifts and the love of
Thy Word is the greatest of blessings. O Thou besides Whom
there is no God! Strengthen us in these precious days of Thine,
that no doubt contend with us in acknowledging Him, nor any
deviation stir within us to swerve from His path. Make us of
those who, with their whole being, have turned unto Him to
exalt Thy Faith, and have renounced all else besides Him to
uplift the word of Thy oneness.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Make us among those who en-
ter through His gate and who, fearing all doubtful things, take
refuge in the sovereignty of His dominion, and who dwell be-
neath the shadow of His life, drinking of the camphor-flavored
water from the cup of His loved ones, who are guided by the
light of His radiance and who follow the message of His scrolls.
O my Lord and Master! Preserve through the Most Great
Qur’an that which Thy knowledge encompasseth concerning
us, and make it a gate whereby we may ascend unto the paths
of good-pleasure. O my God, my Lord and my Master! Purify
us in Thy days, through the purification of Thy chosen ones,
from every defilement which Thy knowledge encompasseth. O
my God! We know not what is best for ourselves in the path
of this Most Great Gate, so cause the means to flow from His
presence as Thou lovest and art pleased with. Forgive, O my
Master, the dead and the living among those who love Thee,
as befitteth Thee. Verily Thou art the Lord of righteousness
and forgiveness. There is no power nor strength save in God,
the Exalted, the Great.

2 Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds. O my God! Thou art

witness that in this glorious scroll I have called upon Thee only
with the tongue of Thy loving chosen ones. Glory be to Thee!
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Thy knowledge encompasseth of that which no one knoweth 4l das 3 51 6 &bl s ol éﬂ
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what the wrongdoers say, with great exaltation! Glory be to op e S s paill 0 J Ll & b
Thee, O my God, above all that I have called upon Thee for 5k
and above what Thy knowledge encompasseth. O God! Thy

knowledge sufficeth in place of my knowledge.

193 Glory be to our Lord, the Lord of the Throne, above what Ol s st W& 5ol Oy by Qe 103
they describe. Peace be upon the Messengers. And praise be (.La‘y\ O3 ad y bWl oy db e L
to God, the Lord of the worlds. The Imam (peace be upon . P A
him) hath given permission, by God’s leave, to his followers M’; ot Lo O et il 03 f Sl e
to read from this hidden scroll in all circumstances whatsoever 5 1yl b Jle=¥ 5 3 43S 2ol
they wish and are able, and God is the witness of what they \.\;,3 Osheny Lo 06 8 f“\ﬁ} e lazale

do.
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Khutbata’l- Baladiyya
Date: 1260-08 ca. [1844-Aug]
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In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate

Praise be to God, Who is singular in His grandeur and unique
in His bounties, Who has raised up the heaven for the cloud,
Who has brought forth radiance for the remembrance of praise,
and Who has originated the mystery in this crimson support
for His white dawning-place after the rising of the yellow in
the setting of the green. The most pure men have spoken in
description of this support - the most noble of the Arabs and
the greatest of the trustees - concerning the dawning-place of
lights in the midst of mysteries, from the command encompass-
ing the point of earth and heaven.

And glorified be God, the Originator of all things and the
Possessor of all attributes and names! There is no God but
Him. I have commanded something upon Myself, and I have
testified in this page to His obedience. I praise Thee, O my
God, in the mystery of my being, and I sanctify Thee in the
dawning-place of my essence, for there is no God but Thee.
God is Most Great!

Therefore, O God, inspire Thy believing servants from among
the people of the Gate with the paths of certitude in the out-
pouring of speech upon the people of the Sacred Place and Sta-
tion, concerning the sovereignty of the Word in the purpose of
Islam, that those who gaze upon those aims may witness, upon
the straight line from the All-Knowing King, at the pole of the
zone of the Uprising, the standing before the Merciful. Verily
Thou art God, the Ancient, possessed of glory and honor. Thy
giving is grace and Thy withholding is justice.

5 Therefore grant unto the writer of this white page the light
of oneness in the depths of love, that remembrance may cause
him to forget the remembrance of aught else. And inscribe for
him his reward in Paradise from the fruit of eternity around
this crimson page adorned with the oil of oneness from the
blessed eternal Tree. Verily Thou hast ever been powerful over
all things, and unto the believers most kind and loving.
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And praise be to God, the Lord of all the worlds. SAYP & A+
INBA67:129-130, PRO7.075v-076r
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Verily thou knowest that, ere this, I beheld in a dream—in
that house wherein I was seated—that in its midst there was
a resting-place, and upon it a shrine. And when I drew nigh
unto that sepulchre, I saw Muhammad al-Jawad come forth
from the shrine in a most comely form, the like of which no art
of creation can ever devise. In that very moment I recognized
my Imam through the inspiration of my Lord, and I saluted
Him. And there was vouchsafed unto me, from His presence,
even as hath been sent down upon me this day, tokens of the
bounties of my Lord.

Then I arose, facing the Ka’bah, in this my station, and I took a
crust and placed it in my palm before my Master—may my soul
be a sacrifice for Him. Thereupon He—may my soul be offered
up for His sake—took a portion thereof... and He ate—may
my soul be His ransom—and He graciously favoured me with
a part thereof. Then He took, from His beloved, two handfuls
of sweetmeats—of that whereof the Persians say it is nuqgl—
and, through His bounty, bestowed upon me whatsoever He
willed of His gifts. And verily, by the blessing of His bestowal,
my breast was expanded.
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Tablet revealed in the year '60

The spirit of prayer which animates My soul is the direct con-
sequence of a dream which I had in the year before the dec-
laration of My Mission. In My vision I saw the head of the
Imam Husayn, the Siyyidu’sh-Shuhada’, which was hanging
upon a tree. Drops of blood dripped profusely from His lacer-
ated throat. With feelings of unsurpassed delight, I approached
that tree and, stretching forth My hands, gathered a few drops
of that sacred blood, and drank them devoutly.
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When I awoke, I felt that the Spirit of God had permeated and
taken possession of My soul. My heart was thrilled with the
joy of His Divine presence, and the mysteries of His Revelation
were unfolded before My eyes in all their glory.

DB.253

BB00025

Sahifiy-i-A’mal al-Sanna (Epistle on the
Devotional Acts of the Year)

First chapter: On the knowledge of the book

In the name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate

Praised be God, Who hath sent down the Book in truth -
a guidance and a reminder unto the humble. Verily, it is a
Book wherein the ordinance of the Month of God hath been
expounded in the Qur’an: a guidance and a mercy from God
for a people who prostrate themselves. And that Book is from
the Remnant of God - an Imam of manifest truth. He it is in
Whose hand is the kingdom of all things; from His knowledge
not so much as a thing escapeth. And the believers, according
to the decree of the Book, do act for His sake.

Say: Act in accordance with that which hath been sent down in
that Book; for it is indeed the Truth from God, even as under
the ordinance of the Qur’an ye were wont to give utterance.
And that Book is a Remembrance from Us, the path of God
in the heavens and on the earth. This is a perspicuous Book.

Second chapter: The first month - the month of fasting [Ra-
madan]

5 In the name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate

Alif Lam Mim. This is the remembrance of God concerning
the month of fasting, from the right hand of the sun’s meridian.
There is no God but Him. Say: Worship ye Me. God hath
ordained fasting in the month of Ramadan and hath decreed
in the Night of Power the law of innovation, as guidance and
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glad tidings for those who act. Verily God hath prescribed for
you fasting after silence, that people may know that their Lord,
the Most Merciful, knoweth what they do in the days of God.

Say: Forbidden in the Book is approaching women and judg-
ment without knowledge during the days of fasting, and that
which ye judge in God’s religion. Rather, fasting is prescribed
for those whose hearts sleep not from Our remembrance, and
these are they who truly fast in the Book of God. And those
who believe not in Our signs, no judgment is ordained for them
in the Book, and these are they who are the lost.

Say: Verily God’s decree in the month of Ramadan, wherein
was revealed the Qur’an and wherein are detailed the verses of
innovation - whosoever is able, without judgment in the Book,
must fast for thirty days, and it is not lawful for him from the
knowledge of the white line until what remaineth of the setting
of the sun in the face of heaven, upon falsehood regarding Our
signs, nor less than a mustard seed, nor what entereth the
breast nor what emergeth therefrom. Thus have We detailed
in the Book with justice.

These are God’s bounds - whosoever transgresseth knowingly
God’s command, upon him lieth an obligation in God’s Book:
the freeing of a bondservant, or — if relief comes only after
hardship — the feeding of thirty indigent persons; or the fasting
of a month, in justice. And [there is also] a day of compensation
according to what God hath ordained for him.

Such is the ordinance of God — provided he break not his fast
with that which is unlawful; otherwise, the ordinance of thy
Lord is the word of the third, according to that which subsis-
teth between the Remnant of God in His judgment. Such are
the bounds of God; transgress them not, that haply ye may
prosper in the religion of God.

Say: O ye who believe! Fear God in the Month of Fasting,
and speak not regarding anything save the truth. Spend, by
night and by day, of that which God hath appointed for you -
without reminder or reproach - and remember God much, that
haply ye may be shown mercy.

Say: In the Sacred Month, recite of Our verses as your hearts
turn toward the Face of God; for thereby is confirmed the
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guardianship of those whom God hath made the Imams of
justice - these, verily, are they that are brought nigh.

Say: Chant ye the Book of God among you, and what We sent
down concerning Joseph, that ye may descend into the Gardens
of Eden, wherein, before the presence of God, whatsoever your
souls desire is brought forth; and the remembrance therein is
greater than what ye have asked.

Say: Recite according to the ordinance sent down from the
presence of God, and abide within the letters of His verses -
read not a single letter thereof save with knowledge. No soul
that reciteth that Book in the Sacred Month, according to
what hath been sent down upon his heart, but that his name is
inscribed in the scrolls of the righteous, in concealment. And
this, verily, is the supreme bounty, firmly established in the
Mother Book. Heed then, O concourse of the people of the
Cloud! Follow the decree of God at the right hand of the Fire.
There is no God but He - Me, therefore, fear ye.

i When ye witness the Month of God, bear witness to that where-

unto God hath borne witness for His own Self, and the men of
knowledge among His servants: that there is no God but He,
the Mighty, the Wise. Then work righteousness, in the calm
assurance sent down from your Lord; for the choicest of ordi-
nances in the Book of God is the mention of justice, inscribed.

Arise, O concourse, from your sanctified resting places at dawn,
prostrating yourselves before God in humility. Remember God
as He remembers Himself, and recite the verses, the most
excellent of stories, in the night hours, for this is truly the
great triumph. Do not neglect the voluntary prayers in the sa-
cred month, and forget not the remembrance of Husayn before
God’s decree at dawn, and remember him as God remembers
Himself, for this is verily the ancient mystery. Light no fires
on the night of the middle nor on the two nights of the sister of
Power, nor on the last night of the Greatest Month. Remember
God therein by reciting the Surah of the Spirit seventy times,
for this is the praised station concealed in the Mother Book.
Follow the decree of revelation in the Hour of Power, and pray
upon the Word of Grace on the middle night and its sisters,
for this is verily the ancient grace. Then recite on the Night
of Power the verses revealed concerning Rome and thereafter,
and take your portion therein from the decree of the Book, for
God’s grace is greater than what people do.
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Say: Break your fast with fresh dates, as mentioned in the
Book of God, and use perfume at all times as a decree from God
for a people who reflect. And on the middle day of this month
was born Hasan, son of Ali, peace be upon them. Give thanks
to God, your Lord, the Merciful, for His command, for He is
mighty, appreciative. And on Sunday after the twentieth of
this month, Ali, peace be upon him, was martyred in the land
of Kufa. Remember God for His command in the watches of
the night and the ends of the day with abundant remembrance.

Say: Follow the decrees of those We have revealed in the Book
aforetime, for those who transgress God’s decree shall find no
justice in their deeds on the Day of Resurrection, and these
are the companions of the Fire.

Say: The greatest of all deeds in the Sacred Month is the re-
membrance of Husayn, peace be upon him, according to what
was revealed in the Book aforetime, and God is mighty, praise-
worthy.

Say: Perform ablutions in the odd hours and what was revealed
concerning Power and thereafter, as a remembrance from God
for people who act. Say: God’s grace and decree in the Sa-
cred Month descends upon those who believe in the verses of
origination, and God is All-Knowing, All-Wise. Recite God’s
verses in the Scripture that ye may be numbered among the
triumphant, as inscribed.

Then recite this prayer every day and after every prayer that
ye may be numbered among those who remember, as written.
And remember God, thy Lord, concerning Husayn according
to the word of origination, and say: Praise be to God, Lord of
the worlds:

In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate.

O God! Thou art the Worshipped One, no partner hast Thou.
Thou hast made me know Thyself and inspired me with Thy
remembrance and called me to Thy presence, and were it not
for Thee, I would be nothing that I might worship Thee. I
beseech Thee, O God, by Thy bounty in this Sacred Month,
through what Thou lovest for the people of Thy love, whom
Thou hast brought into being by Thy command and created
for Thy obedience and chosen for Thy love and selected for
Thy knowledge and made them in every condition the station
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of Thy might and the manifestation of Thy power, lest any-
thing should escape from the station of answering Thee, and
everything in the creation of all things witnessed the signs of
Thy grandeur, so that none should be veiled from the appear-
ance of Thy manifestation in any condition, and manifest and
existing in every condition. There is no god but Thou, the
Mighty, the Wise.

5 I bear witness before Thee in that station to what was revealed

in the Qur’an concerning the decrees of Thy Lordship and the
signs of Thy power, and what Thou wilt create henceforth
concerning the people of Thy Cause, whom Thou hast made
the pillars of Thy unity and the signs of Thy sanctification, as
Thou - and none other - knowest, and as Thou - and none else
- lovest. Verily Thou art the Most High, the Munificent.

26 O my God! How can I acknowledge what my soul hath wrought

before Thee regarding the ordinances of Thy love and the signs
of Thy knowledge, when it knoweth naught of these matters, as
Thou knowest its transgressions? If I do good, there is no doubt
it is an error for attributing it to myself, and if I commit evil,
alas! alas! after the decree of Thy Book and the prohibition
of the people of Thy Cause, I have transgressed against Thee.
Glory be unto Thee, O Thou Who art the Lord of forgiveness
and mercy! Were Thou to judge me according to my deserts,
nothing would remain except that it would perish instantly.

7 Glory be unto Thee! From the day Thou didst create me un-

til now, Thou hast manifested unto me in every moment less
than the twinkling of an eye that which Thy knowledge encom-
passeth through the appearance of Thy manifestation, like the
day when I was nothing, and unto the eternity of Thy Being
have I been assured of that bounty from Thee. This is a word
which nothing resembleth and no bounty can diminish. When
I descended to those manifestations, I became veiled from Thy
face by what I had indicated towards them. Alas! Alas! All
good hath now descended from Thee, Thy knowledge encom-
passeth all things, and none perceiveth save those for whom
Thou hast willed judgment, and none acteth according to its
decree except those concerning whom Thou hast sent down the
Command.

Nay, due to my wretched state and the transgressions of my
deeds, when the Command descended concerning myself -
though from Thee it was good and gracious - it was altered
by my evil nature until its decree was lifted therefrom and
judgment flowed according to my soul’s inclination. Alas!
Alas! What sin is greater than this and what error surpasseth
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it? I know not how the heart can find rest before Thee, for
even its tranquility is a sin unequalled by any other.

O my God! All paths without Thy leave are rejected, and all
ways without Thy good-pleasure are blocked. If I seek inter-
cession through creation, I would be an idolater, and if I take
refuge in other than Thee, I would be ruined. Alas! Alas! I
have no path and find no station for guidance. Verily Thou,
O my God, art the Glorious Lord, the Self-Sufficient, before
Whom nothing in the heavens or on earth can prevail, and
Thou art powerful over all things.

O my God! When in my heart there is a grievous transgres-
sion, my heart findeth no rest except by committing a greater
transgression and a more grievous word. Before remembrance,
O Thou Lord of bounty, is Thy pardon, and before utterance,
O Thou Lord of forgiveness, is Thy protection. Verily, O my
God, my punishment lies in the ultimate object of my hope,
and it is naught but Thy trial. Were it not for my fear of re-
moteness from Thy nearness, who could make me grieve and
weep before Thy face?

Glory be unto Thee! Thou art the Fire, O my God, in my
secret and my manifest being. Were it not for my fear of being
veiled from Thy face due to Thy greatness, who could intervene
between me and Thee? All hardships, O my God, are from
Thee. Were it not that Thou willeth it, none could humiliate
me after Thy forbearance.

Glory be unto Thee! Glory be unto Thee! I speak and fear none
save Thee alone, Who hath no partner. In all sources of fear
that I have witnessed, I have seen none except from Thine eyes.
Alas! Alas! These words of mine bear witness to the utterance
of idol-worshippers, for such forbearance cannot proceed from
the servant. But Thou, O my God, knowest my secret and the
loftiness of my intention. When the sea of grief and separation
surged before Thee through the sprinkling of Thy love, the rope
of my soul’s tranquility slipped from my hand, and thereby, O
my God, it sinks in the water and emerges, then disperses in
the water and speaks:

O my God! Thou art the ultimate goal of my seeking and my
repose. Thou, O my God, art my bounty and my hope. Thou,
O my Lord, art the utmost aim of my desire and aspiration.
I testify that all of these are transgressions from me whose
bounds none knoweth save Thee alone, Who hast no partner.
My saying “Thou art Thou” is sin upon sin, and my assertion
attributing fire unto Thee is the greatest of sins. Yet both of
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these return to one like myself, and their judgment returneth
to my innermost being. With Thee, light and darkness are as
one, the word of fire is like steadfastness, and the decree of
approach like withdrawal is evident.

And if the people of love should find in my deeds, wrought
before Thy face, a sweeter savor than in the utterances of my
vindication unto Thee, then let the judgment be as it hath
issued from Thee; it shall not tarry. For the Affair, inasmuch
as it proceedeth from Thy decree, descendeth according to the
appointed measure and shall not be altered. Alas, alas, from all
that I have said and reckoned, and from all that appeareth from
me which Thy knowledge hath encompassed! From all of this
I seek forgiveness and flee unto Thee and turn in repentance
unto Thee. Verily Thou art the Generous, the Bountiful.

O God, I beseech Thee on this day of the Sacred Month to re-
gard me with the glance of Thy might and to summon me with
the call of Thy greatness, that I may plunge into the ocean of
Thy love and, before Thy face, give open voice to the summons
of Thy secret, as Thou dost love and cherish. Extend unto me,
O my God, in this very hour, the grace of severance unto Thee,
until all things are effaced from me and my soul abideth stead-
fast before Thy oneness, with no turning or allusion to aught
save Thee. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the Most Great.

i O God, I beseech Thee to send down such blessings as befit Thy

majesty, and such peace as Thou deservest, upon Muhammad
and His kindred, and upon those who obey them. Verily, Thou
art the Praiseworthy, the All-Glorious.

And I entreat Thee, O my God, to ordain for my parents,
and for whoso followeth Thy signs in justice, every good en-
compassed by Thy knowledge, and protection from every evil
encompassed by Thy Book. Thou, verily, art God; there is no
God but Thee. Nothing overburdeneth Thy power, and Thou
dost encompass all things. Thou art independent of all that
are in the worlds, the Praiseworthy. Glorified art Thou, O my
God! There is no power nor strength save in Thee. I implore
Thy forgiveness, and through Thee I turn unto Thee by that
which was sent down in the Qur’an for the people of Thy love:
that the end of their prayer is the word of truth from Thee -
“Praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.”

Say: Recite this supplication in the latter two-thirds of the
night, or at the beginning of its last third, as a remembrance
of God for your souls, if ye would but understand. And verily
this is a prayer the like of which hath not been sent down; nor
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hath any who reciteth its verses with justice failed to merit the
bounty of thy Lord on a day near at hand.

(2. Month of Shawwal)
In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

Alif-Lam—Mim. The ordinance of God in the Night of Fitr —
there is none other God but Him. Say: Worship Me, and bow
down before Me. And in such a night let the reverent adore,
in fear of that Day whereon all shall be gathered unto God.
Verily it is the Day of Resurrection — no doubt is therein. Say:
Ye and all that ye have wrought in the path of God — on that
Day unto God shall ye be raised up. He, verily, is the One God;
He rendereth unto every soul according to that which it hath
earned. God will not wrong any soul by so much as a grain of
mustard-seed; and God is the Self-Sufficient, the All-Praised.

Say: The ordinance of this night is, in the Book of God, even
as a measure decreed: Worship God your Lord with two cycles
of prayer; in the first cycle affirm His oneness by the reckoning
of a thousand; and in the second by a number likewise — haply
ye may obtain mercy. Say: After the conclusion, ask ye forgive-
ness of your Lord a hundred times; then offer ye peace, that
ye may attain, by the hands of God, a resting-place near the
shrine of husayn — upon him be peace — for God hath borne
witness unto His own Self that there is none other God but
Him, the Mighty, the All-Praised.

Say: Break your fast on the Feast-day with a grain of mustard-
seed of the clay of the Holy Land; and wash yourselves, by the
ordinance of God, in the night and at the beginning of the day,
that ye may be of the victorious. It is written: Say, O believers!
Perform the prayer of the Feast as an obligation in the Book
of God for whomsoever God hath made the ordinance binding;
and turn not away from the command of God, lest ye return
unto your own selves as losers.

This is indeed a prayer wherein Muhammad, the Messenger
of God, hath recited five supplications in the first cycle, and
four in the second — a remembrance for a people that act. Say:
Recite this prayer when ye stretch forth your two hands, that
ye may be of them that remember. It is written:

5 In the Name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Mer-

ciful

O my God! Thine are glory and splendor; from Thee have
descended the word of greatness and praise. There is none
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other God but Thee. I bear Thee witness by that wherewith
Thou bearest witness unto Thine own Self before all things:
there is none other God but Thee. And I bear witness unto
Muhammad as Thou hast willed for Thine own Self, and Thou
hast created the creation for his ordinance. There is none other
God but Thee. And I bear witness unto the trustees of Muham-
mad, Thy Beloved — unto the word of justice from Thine own
Self. There is none other God but Thee. And I bear witness
unto every truth whereunto they have believed, and unto their
mystery, with that which Thy knowledge hath encompassed —
unto the word of forgiveness from Thine own Self. There is
none other God but Thee, alone, without partner.

O God! This day is Thy day, and this station Thy station;
and I, the least of specks of dust among Thy servants, am a
suppliant at Thy Gate and one that seeketh refuge in Thy court.
Write down, then, through Thy bounty, every good that Thou
lovest for Thine own Self; and forgive me, and my parents,
and the people of Thy love, that which Thou art worthy of
and meet to bestow. Verily, when Thou willest a thing, ere
Thou sayest unto it “Be,” it is with Thee already existent.

Glorified art Thou, O God, and praised; I have acknowledged
Thy right. There is none other God but Thee. I mention
not before Thee aught save that wherewith Thou describest
Thyself unto me. Thou, verily, art witness over all things; and

Thou art, whatsoever Thou willest, able. Praise be to God,
the Lord of the worlds.

And when thou hast finished the prayer, glorify thou thy Lord
by a numbered reckoning, that thou mayest be of them that
work — so hath it been inscribed. And recite that which We
have revealed in the Scroll and that which was revealed in the
scrolls of old; for the ordinance of God in every moment is
witnessed. And say:

O ye... Purify your souls, and that which God hath placed in
your hands on the Day of Fitr before the decline of the sun,
with nine ratls of what God hath provided you of His bounty,
that ye may be numbered among the believers in the Mother
Book — so is it written.

Say: The most beloved of what God hath ordained for you in
that ordinance is the fruit of the palm — follow the command of
God, that ye may inherit of what God hath prepared for you in
the good-pleasure; verily He is the Self-Sufficient, the Mighty.
Say: I love to expend in the path of God, in that obligation,
repeated sugar; thus hath the ordinance of God in the Mother
Book been decreed. Say: Remember ye God on the night of
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the middle of this month, for therein is an hour whereat the
command descendeth from Us, according to a hidden decree.

Hearken, O concourse of the people of ..., unto the call of the
Leaf upon Sinai in the vessel of the Feast-day, from the word
of justice: there is none other God but Him. Say: Me do ye
remember. No soul that reciteth on that day the Surah of
Decline but his name hath been written in the scrolls of the
near ones — hidden. And We have sent down these verses for
those who enter Paradise by the Gate, and then say, by the
word of the All-Merciful: Praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds.

(3. Month of Dhi’l-Qa’dah)

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate

Alif. Lam. Mim. This is God’s remembrance to the green
leaf on the right of the crimson sea. There is no God but He.
Say: Fear ye Me. Verily We have sent down the Spirit in the
sacred months for those who fast for God, their Lord, the Most
Merciful, besides Whom there is no other God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy.

Follow what has been revealed unto thee from the Book of
Creation, for it is the Truth, even as people in God’s knowledge
are assured. Indeed, fighting has been forbidden in the Book
during the months of pilgrimage, except for those who turn
away from this decree in their Lord’s Book. Then it becomes
lawful for the believers according to the ordained law of the
Qur’an.

 Say: O concourse! Fear God and do good with justice in the

months of Creation, that ye may be numbered among those
who prostrate themselves. And verily this month is recorded
in the Book’s decree as “Hassan” in the Preserved Tablet. O
concourse! Remember it as ye remember God yourselves, for
the decree and name in His remembrance with God is decisive.

. Recite this prayer every day after noon, that ye may inherit

Paradise purely from God’s decree forever:

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate
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God beareth witness unto Himself as befitteth Him. There is
no God but He, the Mighty, the Wise. And I bear witness unto
Muhammad, the Messenger of God, even as God hath borne
witness unto Himself by His Essence, that there is no God but
He, the Self-Sufficient, the Praiseworthy. O God! I beseech
Thee by the yellow leaf grown from the white tree, that Thou
send blessings upon Thy proof, Hassan ‘Ali, peace be upon
him, through Thy wondrous attributes which none knoweth
save Thee. Verily, Thou art the Ancient Bestower.

I bear witness before Thee, O my God, that he is a light from
Thy Self, a sign of Thy power, and a mirror of Thy countenance
wherein Thou hast manifested Thyself through Thine eternal
might, pure from all allusion and likeness. None among cre-
ation can encompass his knowledge, for he indicateth naught
but Thy Self, reflecteth in no mirror save Thy countenance, and
none among creation knoweth him as Thou hast created him
for Thyself and established him as the station of Thy might.
There is no God but Thee.

Therefore, O my God, I beseech Thee to send peace upon him,
his grandfather, his father, his mother, his brother, and upon
the holy Shi’ih, the letters of Thy unity, the Imams of justice
who act by Thy command and judge through fear of Thee, as
befitteth Thee and as Thou deserveth. Verily, Thou art the
Praiseworthy Guardian. And I beseech Thee, O my God, to
bless their followers as they deserve before Thee. Verily, Thou
art the Mighty, the Generous. Nothing in the heavens or earth
is too great for Thee, and Thou art powerful over all things,
Self-Sufficient from all worlds, Praiseworthy. There is no might
nor power except through Thee, and praise be to God, the Lord
of the worlds.

And verily on the twenty-fifth day of this month, the Ka’bah
was revealed by God’s leave, so remember God on that day
through a lengthy remembrance of Hussein, peace be upon
him. And on the last day of this sacred month, Muhammad
al-Jawad was taken up by the hands of his Lord. There is
no God but He, the Mighty, the Forbearing. Remember ye
God through mention of Him on that Day, for God’s decree
concerning it is like unto the tenth of Muharram as inscribed
in the Mother Book.

Recite this prayer on that day, that ye may be numbered among
the triumphant ones who are witnessed:
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In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate

O God! Thou art the Living, there is no God but Thee. Thou
hast created all things by Thy command and hast ordained
death for Thy servants that Thou mayest recompense in the
next life each according to what their hands have wrought in
Thy path. Thou hast given life to the people of the Cause in the
decree of death by Thine own hands, even as Thou didst reveal
in Thy decisive Book to Muhammad, the Apostle of God and
Seal of the Prophets, by Thy Name. Verily, Thou takest souls
at the time appointed with certainty. I testify that on that
Day Thou didst lift the veil from the face of Thy Proof, the
son of Thy Proof, Muhammad son of ‘Ali, peace be upon them,
and didst raise him to the station which Thou hadst ordained
for him in the realm of holiness. O God! Through him Thou
didst create all things, and through him Thou hast ordained
the return. I testify that in all things he maintained the utmost
moderation, and were it not that his slayer transgressed against
his command and fate descended through his decree, his body
would not have changed until it was raised to the station of
Paradise.

Alas! Alas! The people of Thy Cause were slain, and were it
not that the people of polytheism inflicted wounds upon them,
they would not have changed from the ancient cause until the
time of events. I bear witness that after their slaying, they
are like unto what they were before - living in Thy presence,
working by Thy command and ruling by Thy decree. Neither
limitation nor changing years affect them. Therefore, O God,
bestow Thy peace upon them as they deserve, and punish their
enemies, O God, according to their deeds. Send down upon
the resting place of him whom Thou didst raise unto Thyself
on that Day what Thou deemest worthy of bestowal, for verily
Thou art the Beneficent, the Generous, and Thou art powerful
over all things. There is no might nor power save through
Thy command. And I say, from the knowledge of the Book:
Verily we belong to God, and praise be to God, the Lord of
the worlds.

(4. Month of Dhi’l-Hijjah)

In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate

Alif. Lam. Mim. God’s remembrance to the crimson leaf on
the right of the green sea. There is no God but I; say: Worship

ye Me. O ye concourse! Follow God’s decree concerning the
pilgrimage, for it is obligatory for those who are able to find a
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way to the House, whether by land or sea. Don your consecra-
tion in two garments from the land wherein God’s Messenger
was mentioned for each group among you - a decree for the
lesser pilgrimage enjoyed until the greater pilgrimage, that ye
may obtain mercy. Verily God’s decree for the men of mystery
is around the Point, then for the concealed men around the
Alif, then for the veiled men around the Ba, then for the noble
men around the Ha, as inscribed in the Mother Book. Likewise
is God’s decree for women at the time of consecration. Whoso
transgresseth God’s bounds shall have no authority on the Day
of Resurrection, and these are the lost.

We have indeed detailed the decree of what is forbidden in con-
secration, and what hath been sent down from God concerning
the decree of circumambulation, and what is detailed in the
decree of the running between Safa and Marwa, and what is
ordained thereafter in the Book of the Sea, should God wish to
manifest it, and God is All-Knowing, All-Wise. Likewise have
We detailed therein the decree of pilgrimage and what is or-
dained concerning ‘Arafat and Mash’ar and Mina in such wise
as none before hath mentioned it, and God is the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

This month in the judgment of the Book is the name of Husayn.
Bear thou witness, by God, that on the ninth day thereof, be-
fore His shrine, through His remembrance, thou shalt assuredly
be accounted among those who visit the Lord, seated upon the
Throne. And I see no limit to this in the Book of God, and
verily the prescribed number of pilgrimages in this regard is
sealed. O concourse! Follow ye the ordinance of God in fast-
ing nine days from the beginning of the month, and the eighth
day after the second decade is the Most Great Festival, and
from the fourth day of the third decade until the seventh day
ye shall be numbered among the worshippers in the presence
of God. Recite ye what We have sent down in the Tablet con-
cerning the Day of ‘Arafat and before it, and the eighth day
after the second decade which is the Feast of Ghadir and after
it, for this is the grace of God in the Book, and verily there is
no God but Him, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

Bear ye witness to the word of sorrow from the seventh day
of the first decade, for on that day, after death, Muhammad
ibn ‘Ali the First was disappointed in the land of Medina, and
verily that day is regarded by God as equal to the tenth of
Muharram, mighty and great. Follow ye God’s ordinance re-
garding the prayer of Ghadir and likewise the twenty-fourth
day before noon, for it is truly an ancient prayer. It consists
of two cycles of prayer wherein one recites after the first word
the Surah of Unity and the verse of generosity until the letter
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Nun, and the Surah of Power, each one ten times, an ordinance
from God for people who act. Say: O concourse of the people
of Paradise! Enter ye the gate with this prayer, for it is indeed
a mighty remembrance equal in the Book of God to the ordi-
nance of pilgrimage to the House without prescribed number
- a hundred thousand pilgrimages, and likewise regarding the
lesser pilgrimage - as a bounty from God to all who are humble.
Spend ye in the path of God on the Day of Ghadir whatsoever
your hearts are pleased to give in God’s path, for its reward is
among the prohibited ordinances.

Say: Recite ye until the tenth day this prayer that ye may be
recorded among those who prostrate themselves:

In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate

God beareth witness that there is no God but Him. None can
comprehend His knowledge save Him. Glorified and exalted
be He above what they describe. O God! Verily the month
is Thy month and the days are Thy days. I beseech Thee by
Him Whose authority Thou hast manifested in that month and
Whose excellence Thou hast made for the remembrance of His
station, that Thou send blessings upon ‘Ali, the Commander
of the Faithful, Thy Friend, Who standeth by Thy Cause and
is chosen for Thy mystery, Whom Thou hast established in
the station of Thy Beloved in every matter, and for Whose
Day Thou didst create creation in this honored month, even
as Thou art worthy.

7 Verily Thou art God, there is no God but Thee, without num-

ber. Verily Thou art God, there is no God but Thee, without
mention of His glory. Verily Thou art God, there is no God
but Thee, without novel geometry. Verily Thou art God, there
is no God but Thee, without ancient name. Verily Thou art
God, there is no God but Thee, without similar attribute. Ver-
ily Thou art God, there is no God but Thee, without invented
description. Verily Thou art God, there is no God but Thee,
without originated verse. Verily Thou art God, there is no God
but Thee, without novel likeness. Verily Thou art God, there
is no God but Thee, without similarity in remembrance that
He loves. And verily, O God, There is no God but Thee, with-
out any command to limit Thee. Verily Thou art God, there
is no God but Thee, without any attribute that any besides
Thee could measure. There is no God but Thee!

I beseech Thee to send Thy blessings upon Muhammad, Thy
Messenger, the Seal of the Prophets, with the most excellent
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of what Thy knowledge encompasses and Thy Book records,
and upon the Imams of Justice with the like of what Thou
hast ordained for him. Verily Thou art the All-Praiseworthy
Protector. I bear witness before Thee that their names are
derived from Thine own names, and they are: Ali, Fatima,
Hassan, Hussein, Ali, Muhammad, Ja’far, Musa, Ali, Muham-
mad, Ali, Hassan and the Expected Successor - God’s blessings
be upon them all. They are the bearers of Thy proof, the pil-
lars of Thy unity, the signs of Thy grandeur, and the emblems
of Thy glory, through whom all creation in every condition
attains justice. I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy bounty,
to send down upon their followers what Thou hast written of
Thy bounty for Thyself. Verily Thou art God, there is no God
but Thee, the Mighty, the Ancient.

Say: Follow God’s decree on the Day of the Feast as We have
revealed before, that ye may be among the triumphant. For
him who hath power over earthly desires, the law of guidance is
prescribed, and for others, God’s way hath been decreed with
justice, and the decree in the Mother Book hath been fulfilled.
Recite ye the Book of Innovation in the hours of this month,
that ye may be numbered among the strivers in God’s Book.

And read this prayer on the Day of Knowledge, and the day
before it, and the day after it, and the Day of Power, and every
Friday, and the Day of Innovation, and the twenty-fourth of
this month with ablutions, for therein is hidden God’s Most
Great Name.

In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate

O God! Thou art the Sovereign without rival, and Thou art the
All-Powerful without peer. Thou hast brought creation into be-
ing through a single word of creation, not from anything, and
Thou hast placed in the realities of all things a remembrance
of Thyself, not from any likeness. I bear witness before Thee
by that ancient sign on that great day, as Thy Essence hath
testified to Itself before all things. There is no God but Him,
and none knoweth how He is save Him. O my God! 1 testify
that Thy Essence transcends all description in words, and that
Thy Being is beyond all proof through attributes. O my God!
As Thou art, Thou canst not be known except through Thy-
self, nor described except by Thy countenance. The ultimate
station of creation hath been differentiated from the Point of
Separation, and the highest essences of servants have faltered
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at the Point of Despair. No similitude in the realities of con-
tingent beings can indicate aught but prevention, nor can any
geometry in the essential nature of creation prove aught save
severance.

Glory be to Thee, O my God, from the deeds of creation and
all that they are engaged in regarding the Command, for they
know naught save their own limitations and witness naught
save what Thou hast placed within their realities. Glory be to
Thee! Whosoever hath sought Thy unity hath been veiled by
his own self, and therefore hath the decree praised him from
Thy presence, for the word of polytheism is in his realm. And
whosoever hath sought to describe Thy Self hath claimed an
opposite to Thy Essence, for description in the presence of
allusion returneth unto itself. Glory be to Thee! All good is
from Thee and belongeth to Thee alone, without any partner,
and what is attributed to creation and appears from them are
signs of Thy kingdom. There is no God but Thee! Glorified art
Thou, O my God! I cannot reckon Thy praise, nor do I cherish
Thy remembrance for aught save Thy Face. How, then, can
I set forth my state before Thee, when Thy knowledge doth
encompass it, while I myself know naught thereof?

Wherefore I bear witness, O my God, that my mention of Thy
unity hath acquired a fault for which, wert Thou to punish
me with all Thy power as recompense for that deed, eternally
and forever, by the permanence of Thy Essence, I would de-
serve it, and my sin would not be equaled. Alas, alas for the
grievous transgressions and what I have committed before Thy
face without permission from Thy decree! Here am I then, in
my station before Thee, seeking Thy forgiveness and turning
unto Thee. I acknowledge that my seeking forgiveness for sin
is itself a sin requiring another word, which hath no remedy
save my incapacity and Thy pardon as its path. There is no
God but Thee. I beseech Thee, O God, by Thy bounty, to
bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad according to
what Thy knowledge hath encompassed and Thy Book hath
enumerated. Verily Thou art the Generous, the Bestower of
favors.

5 Naught in the heavens nor on the earth can overburden Thy

power, for Thou art, verily, potent over all things, and what
Thou wilt Thou bringest swiftly to pass, nigh at hand. O
God! This day is Thy day, and this station Thy station. I be-
seech Thee, then, by Thyself - by that reality known to none
save Thee - that Thou wouldst send down Thy blessings, as
becometh Thy majesty and as beseemeth Thy deserts, upon
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Thy Friend, the One who ariseth by Thy command, who is
well-pleased with Thy decree, who summoneth unto Thyself
- Thy Proof, the son of Thy Proof - whom Thou hast cho-
sen for Thine Own Self, veiled for Thy love, elected for Thy
guardianship, and appointed in the seat of Thy Self in the
realms of recognition and bestowal. For Thou hast ever been
exalted above conjunction with created things, and subject to
no change in any affair by reason of Thy bounty. Verily, Thou
art the All-Powerful, the Most Exalted.

I bear witness that His Will in all things is the very essence of
Thy Will; that His purpose in every decree is the execution of
Thy behest; that times and ages alter Him not, so exalted is
the majesty of His glory; that none among creation attaineth
unto the sanctum of His knowledge, so lofty is the splendor of
His beauty; that from His knowledge naught in the heavens or
on the earth can escape; that there is nothing but it is beneath
His judgment; and that unto Him, by Thy leave, return the
decree of creation and command. Thou, verily, art God - there
is none other God but Thee - the Ancient, the All-Sufficing.
O God, send Thy peace upon Him in every condition as Thou
art worthy thereof and as Thou deservest; guard, O God, His
occultation, and fulfill for Him what Thou hast promised; for
Thou dost encompass all things and art powerful to accomplish
whatsoever Thou wilt.

7 And I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy bounty, to send

Thy blessings upon Thy Servant whom Thou hast sent unto
mankind with clear signs, and whose path of recognition is
made plain in the firm verses. I testify that He hath conveyed
what He was charged to convey of Thy decree, and Thou art
witness over all things. There is no power nor strength save in
God, the Most High, the Most Great. And praise be to God,
the Lord of all worlds.

¢ (5. Month of Muharram)

In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

Alif Lam Mim. A remembrance from God for the Crimson
Leaf, touching upon the left shores of the Green Sea: there is
no God but He. Say: Unto Me, then, bear ye witness.

On the first day of this month, in the year 1235, the Remem-
brance was born upon the Holy Land, and forthwith did the
Truth proclaim: “Sovereignty is Mine, and I - verily - I am the
Most High, the Most Great.” No servant who, on that day,
performeth prayer for My remembrance — two rak’ahs, each
comprising fourteen repetitions of the Surih of Unity; and two
rak’ahs upon the Surih of the Remembrance, and at the hour
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of noon — but that for him is ordained the decree of Paradise.
And God, thy Lord, breaketh not His promise.

2 Say: Fast ye that day in thanksgiving for His Countenance.

There is no God but He, the Mighty, the Ancient. And when
the month dawneth, clothe ye the temple of oneness within
your souls with that black raiment which God hath decreed
in its ordinance; and leave ye not undone so much as a single
glance of remembrance of Husayn, peace be upon him, for he
is an Imam of justice, slain. And if ye but knew the merit God
hath appointed in weeping for him...

Glorified art Thou, O my God! If ye but knew the merit God
hath ordained in weeping for him, ye would choose for your
souls naught but his remembrance. Turn ye unto God with
justice, that haply ye may bear witness; and know ye that
certain deeds on that Day shall profit you not, save after your
obedience unto Us in that Gate. Fear God, and follow not the
vain desires of your souls, that ye may be thankful.

No soul that hath wrought every good yet denieth a single
letter of Our verses but that We shall gather him on the Day
of Resurrection before Us in a coffer of iron. On that Day he
shall have no power to pronounce a judgment; unto God are
all raised.

5 And when the tenth day cometh upon you, take your portion

from the allotment of the Book, and weep as ye are able for the
sake of God; for on a day such as this he was slain - thirsting
and alone. God chastised those who warred against Husayn -
peace be upon him - on the Day of Truth, and those who were
content with their deeds were, in judgment, as they; these,
verily, are the unbelievers.

Draw not nigh to vain speech, nor to smoke, nor to signs and
gestures in the assembly of his remembrance, for all this is an
evil deed in the Book of God. And God is Mighty, Praisewor-
thy. God hath forbidden that he be mentioned in the forms
of likenesses. Fear God, and ascribe not unto yourselves the
names of justice, O people of the Sanctuary; for whoso resem-
bleth Husayn - peace be upon him - in his remembrance hath
verily borne the proof of God’s guardianship.

Turn aside, O concourse, from the footsteps of Satan; for God
hath forbidden your works in the Book, while ye work not ac-
cording to the signs of God. Recite, in the dwellings of his
remembrance, the Verses of the “Bid’ah” and what We have
sent down, in the verses, of Our Names, that ye may be num-
bered, before God, among the winners, attested. And We love
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not, in the days of remembrance, so much as a single letter of
poetry. Recite the verses of God with equity, and what hath
been sent down in the akhbar in truth - for this, indeed, is the
mighty triumph.

And read the “Book of Bid’ah” on the twenty-fifth day of this
ennobled month; for on that day the son of Husayn - peace
be upon him - was seized in Madinah, and it is a day of great
lamentation. Draw not nigh to gestures on the Day of Ashura,
for with Us it is a grievous sin. And salute Husayn, on the Day
of Ashura and its night, with these verses, that ye may be of
the people of presence, inscribed:

In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

) God beareth witness for His servant by His own testimony that

there is no God but He, the Ever-Living, the Ancient. O God!
Thou art Peace, from Thee is peace, and unto Thee returneth
peace. Thou art One, without partner. I bear witness that
this day is Thy day, and this station Thy station; and that
the martyr therein is Thy Proof, the son of Thy Proof. And
Thou, O my God, hast, in truth, summoned, in fulfilment of
Thy promise unto the people of response, to the visitation of
his very self by Thyself; to the presence of Thy Throne by the
sanctity of Thy might; to the mention of his abasement by the
mention of Thy glory; to the station of his subjugation by the
station of Thy power; and to his place of martyrdom by the
station of Thy all-embracing mercy. Verily, Thou art the Lord
of surpassing bounty.

I testify that though he was slain before Thy face, yet is he liv-
ing with Thee; nothing frustrateth his power, nothing escapeth
his knowledge; neither times nor ages affect him. For from the
light of Thine Essence didst Thou create him; no extinction
awaiteth him, for ever and ever. Great indeed is his calamity
with Thee, O my God, and vast his affliction in Thy sight.
Thou alone knowest his right; none save Thee hath measured
his trial.

2 O God, send Thou Thy peace, and recompense him with Thy

good-pleasure as beseemeth Thy majesty. And, through Thy
bounty, cause Thy mercy to descend upon those who were slain
before his face on that day, as Thou art worthy thereof; for ver-
ily these are the winners, drawn nigh unto Thee. Inscribe Thy
mercy for those who labor in Thy path, who weary their souls
for Thy very Self, and who weep, in the days of justice, for Thy
sake - all the good whereof Thy knowledge doth encompass -
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for Thou art the Bountiful, the Lord of grace, Who comman-
deth no ordinance but that, ere its mention, Thou hast created
in Paradise its recompense for whoso followeth it and is num-
bered among the prostrate.

Peace be upon thee, O Aba ‘Abdi’llah! And the mercy of God
and His blessings be upon thee. I bear witness, O my Master,
before Thy presence, that though thou wast slain, thou didst
not die; by thy life do the hearts of creation live, and through
the munificence of thy blood-price doth God accept the testi-
mony of those made solitary. I bear witness that thou art the
Light of God, which none can obscure; the Command of God,
which none can vanquish; the Mystery of God, which none
can fathom; and the Name of God, which none can describe.
Exalted is thine identity above all description; sanctified thy
being beyond all epithet. None knoweth how thou art save
God, Who created thee and annexed, by the mention of thy
blood-price, thy remembrance unto His own Self - there is no
God but He.

I bear witness that when thy head was severed, it remained
conjoined with the Light of God, thy Lord; and that when
thou wert left alone upon the earth, all beings were humbled
before thee, abased in the presence of thy Face, and brought
low by thy calamity. Never wert thou abject in thine own self
- for in every condition did God exalt thee - nor overcome in
any affair - for God was thy Helper. Thou art the slain One
without peer, the solitary One without like. May the blessings
of God rest upon thee, O Proof of God, as becometh Him - for
He is the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

I testify before Thee that, through thy blood-price, the decree
of the letters of Oneness was altered in the thicket of Divinity,
and that the word of glorification was transmuted by the letters
of magnification in the realm of Power; there is not a thing
but it hath glorified God through thy remembrance, and in
every condition it weepeth for thy sake. God knoweth, O my
Master, thy calamity and the greatness of thy affliction, and
that whatsoever is other than thee, in the balance of testimony
and pain, is as the tawhid of an ant before thee. Glory be to
God - the One, the Single, the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting
- of Whom none knoweth how He is, save He Himself.

i O God! Unto Thee do I pour out my plaint and sorrow on

that day. I beseech Thee, by Thy bounty, to admit me within
the Gate of Thy Sanctuary, and to inscribe my name among
those who visit Thy very Self. Chastise, with Thy everlasting,
never-ending chastisement, those who have made that day a
day of rejoicing and have been content with the deeds of the
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hosts of Satan; for Thou art powerful to do what Thou wilt,

and Thou judgest with justice whom Thou wilt, as Thou wilt.

I entreat Thee, O God, by Thy right and by the right of him
who on that day was slain before Thy face, to punish the
enemies of the Faith who waged war against Thee and slew
Thy Proof, and those who thereafter followed in their works,
with that wherewith Thou art wont to seize - Thou art, verily,
potent over all things and encompassest all things. There is
no power nor strength save in God, the Most High, the Most
Great. And praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.

s (6. Month of Safar)

In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

Alif Lam Mim. A Remembrance of God for the White Leaf
concerning the Red Tree.
Say: Me, then, fear ye.

Say: Work, in the Days of God; for, verily, the Abode of the
Hereafter is truth, and unto God shall all be mustered. Say:
Fast, O concourse, on the seventh day of this month; for on
that day ‘Ali, son of Musa, was born, and verily it is a true
and most great festival. Perform ye the ordinance of God, in
the days of their births, as on the day of the ordinance of the
Messenger of God, in justice; and God knoweth what ye do.

2 And on the seventh after the first ten of this month he who

was born therein was taken up by the hands of God; and it
is a day, inscribed in the Mother Book, like unto the tenth of
Muharram. Weep then, for the sake of the Face of God, as
ye are able; for the promise of God is true. He, verily, is the
Self-Sufficient, the Praiseworthy. Read on the twentieth the
Remembrance of God in the “Comprehensive Visitation,” for
this is God’s decree for all the believers. On that day is joined
what had been cut off for the unbeliever, by what thy Lord
hath willed to sever; and this, in the Mother Book, is of God’s
concealed decree.

And on the twenty-eighth the Day of Ashura approacheth; on
it, by the ordinance of God, the Word of Justice - Muhammad,
the Messenger of God - and hasan, son of ‘Ali, His very Self,
were taken up. Say: Work what ye will for the sake of God; for
that day, in the Mother Book, is mighty indeed. And recite on
that day the Word of Unity seven hundred times, that ye may
be numbered among the visitors to the Remembrance of God,
as inscribed in the Mother Book.
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Unto this station have We sent down the decree with justice,
and aforetime We purposed to set forth in that Book the ordi-
nances of the year, a guidance and a glad-tidings for a people
who act. And now that We have perused the writings of the
people, by God’s leave have We taken vengeance upon them,
and We have made Our verses forbidden unto them, save to him
whom God, in truth, permitteth - unto a known, appointed
Day.

And when there remained, ere noontide, a portion of the day,
We expounded unto the people the ordinances of the Days of
God which God hath prescribed for them, that haply men may
be assured through the signs of God.

(7. Month of Rabi'u’l-Awwal)

In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

Alif Lam Mim. A Remembrance of God for the Blessed Leaf
at the right of the Crimson Sea. There is none other God but
He. Say: Me, then, bear ye witness.

By Him Who settled the Throne upon the water! - to with-
hold a single letter of the Book of God is, for mankind, more
grievous than the fire of Gehenna, if they would but heed the
signs of God. Make mention of the Greatest Countenance -
Hasan, son of ‘Ali, son of Muhammad - on the eighth day of
this month; for on that day, by God’s leave, he was taken up.
And on the like of this let the people of His oneness weep. Ver-
ily, unto God do we belong, and unto Him do all bow down in
prostration.

And on the ninth day thereafter, give thanks unto God for him
who entered the Fire, and deem him then the greatest among
you, that haply ye may be grateful. And on the midmost day
of this month was born the Greatest Name of God, ‘Ali, son
of Musa. Give thanks, then, unto your Lord, the All-Merciful,
for his remembrance, and invoke blessings upon him, that ye
may inherit the Garden of Eden - whatsoever your souls de-
sire - without any self-regard, that ye may be found [worthy].
And on the seventh after the first ten of this month was born
Muhammad, the Messenger of God - verily a true and most
great festival. And on that very day was born the Greatest Re-
membrance of God, Ja’far, son of Muhammad. Give thanks for
the sake of God, and make mention of him by God’s command,
that ye may be assured of the Meeting with God.

Recite, in the Days of God, from the Scroll and the Verses
whatsoever ye will; for this, indeed, is the supreme triumph.
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2 (8. Month of Rabi’u’l-Thani)

In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

Alif Lam Mim. A Remembrance of God for the Red Leaf from
the Yellow Tree. There is none other God but He. Say: Me,
then, fear ye.

Make mention of God on the tenth day of this month; for
therein was born hasan, son of ‘Ali, son of Muhammad - verily
a true festival, inscribed in the Book of God. Make mention of
God, on all days, even as on the Day of Ghadir, and throughout
all the hours of the night, even as on the Night of Power, that
haply ye may prosper. And send salutations upon the Family
of God - blessings be upon their resting-places - and invoke
blessings upon the Gate over against the Gate, that ye may be
thankful.

And send unto Me, in the festival days, the leaves of your
deeds, that God may forgive you for that which ye knew not
and understood not.

" (9. Month of Jamadiu’l-Awwal)

In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Alif. Lam. Mim. God’s remembrance from the right of the
Mount. There is no God but He. Say: Hearken unto Me! Verily
We have power over all things, and We are the All-Knowing.
We know all things and We are the All-Witnessing. On the
fiftteenth day of this month was born the Most Great Name
of God unto the son of Husayn, and verily he is a manifest
and just Imam. Be grateful unto God on that day and send
salutations upon him, that ye may be rightly guided. God
knoweth where He sendeth down the decree of revelation, and
verily unto Him do we worship.

(10. Month of Jamadiu’l-Thani)

In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Alif. Lam. Mim. The remembrance of thy Lord in the fire on
the right side of the snow-capped mountain. There is no God
but He. Say: Aid ye Me! And verily on the third day of this
month was taken that which was born on the twentieth day,
and verily she is a blessed leaf from the yellow Tree. There is
no God but He. Say: Prostrate ye before Me! O concourse of
followers in God’s commandment! Let each one of you honor
yearly the resting places of the Family of God, then convey My
greetings unto them, likewise in the commandment of pilgrim-
age, that ye may be among those who remember the Hidden
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Word in God’s Book. Verily this is the sanctioned mystery
inscribed in God’s Book. Glorified be God, the Lord of all
worlds, above what they attribute. Peace be upon them that
follow My commandment, for these are they that are brought
near. Praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.

(11. Month of Rajab)

In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

35 Alif. Lam. Mim. The remembrance of thy Lord in the Sacred

Month. There is no God but He. Say: Present yourselves
before Me! O concourse! Fast in this month what ye are able,
for verily the signs of grace are inscribed therein. And verily on
the second day of this month was justly born that which was
taken on the third day, and verily he is Ali from Muhammad
inscribed in the Mother Book. Be grateful unto God on the
first day and present yourselves at his resting place on the third
day, for it is a great and true day. And on the tenth day was
born Muhammad son of Ali by God’s leave in the Holy Land,
and verily he is a noble and just Imam. And verily that day is
the Day of the Covenant inscribed in the Mother Book. Recite
the Prayer of Justice on the fifteenth night and its sisters, for
verily this is the most excellent of deeds inscribed in the Mother
Book. O concourse! Remember the twenty-seventh night of
the third decade of this month that ye may be rightly guided.
And verily she is a leaf from the crimson Tree. There is no
God but He. Say: Bear ye witness before Me! And sleep not
on that night, for from the hour of its dawn was Muhammad,
the Messenger of God, raised up unto the Cause, and verily it
is an ancient and mighty day.

Read ye during that night, according to your capacity, from the
verses of origination, for this verily is recorded in the Mother
Book as a great attainment. Then recite what We have re-
vealed in the Tablet aforetime concerning that night, that per-
chance ye may obtain mercy. And remember God throughout
that month by His own remembrance - there is no God but He
- then say: All praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

7 (12. Month of Sha’ban)

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Compassionate

Alif. Lam. Mim. God’s remembrance of the Yellow Leaf before
the Green Leaf. There is no God but I. Say: Fear ye Me.
Observe ye God’s decree in this month, for it beareth witness
to an ancient truth. Say: Fast ye as ye will and consider the
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origination of your own selves and the creation of these verses
that ye may be reminded by God’s signs and be guided. And
verily on the third day the Spirit descended upon the Throne
and it is indeed a great festival day. Present yourselves before
God’s throne and submit to Him Who is established thereon,
for He is the true and witnessing Imam. And on the night of
the middle and its sisters, pray as We have enjoined upon you
in the Sacred Month that ye may be assured through God’s
signs. And on the fifteenth night of this month in the year 255
was born the Remnant of God, the great and true Imam.

Fast ye, O concourse, on the day of the middle and sleep not
during its night, for this is God’s grace recorded in a clear
Book. Strive ye during this month concerning the decree of the
verses of origination that ye may be rightly guided. Worship
God, your Lord, the Most Merciful, then fast on the last day
and sever not what God hath commanded to be joined, for
this is a wondrous remembrance. And on the day of transition
recite the word of Unity the number of days in the year, for
this is a great and wonderful name. And remember God in
every condition through what was revealed in the Qur’an: All
praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

And recite this prayer every day of this month at noon:

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Compassionate

God beareth witness unto Himself before all things even as He
now beareth witness unto Himself - there is no God but He, the
Mighty, the Wise. O my God! I bear witness before Thee on
this day of this month - the month of Sha’ban belonging to Thy
beloved Muhammad, may God’s blessings be upon him and his
family - which Thou hast preferred above the sacred months
through the excellence of Thy beloved above all creation, and
none knoweth how this is save Thee, as Thou bearest witness
unto Thyself that Thou art God, there is no God but Thee,
alone with no partner, Self-Sufficient, never-ceasing, and now
as Thou hast ever been. None knoweth how this is save Thee.
Glorified art Thou and exalted far above what the wrongdoers
say with great exaltation.

And I bear witness to Muhammad and his family - Thy bless-
ings be upon them as Thou determineth for their station and
willeth for them in every condition. Verily Thou art powerful
over all things. O my God! The sign of this sun at this hour
hath by Thy leave declined to the position of noon, and verily
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unto Thee in every hour are breezes wherewith Thou bestow-
est favor upon whomsoever Thou willest, and none can com-
prehend them save Thee. I beseech Thee, O my God, to bless
Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, the source of cre-
ation in existence, the signs of Thy power among the servants,
the manifestations of Thy grandeur in the signs of dominion
and creation of hearts, and Thy servants whom Thou hast cho-
sen for Thyself and selected for Thy love and made them the
station of Thine own Self.

5 In all matters, let them call the people unto Thyself, and none

shall know aught between Thee and them save the word of
servitude. There is no God but Thee. O God! Send Thy bless-
ings upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, even as
Thou hast made them the Tree of Justice among the Prophets,
the Repository of the Message among the chosen ones, and the
Mine of Knowledge among the saints, and the People of the
House of Revelation for whatsoever Thou createst and willest,
wherein this decree is in Thy firm Book concerning the power
of the Prince of Successors to Thy beloved Muhammad - peace
be upon him and his family - for the eloquent guardians, the
rightly-guided Imams who act according to Thy command and
who are fearful of Thee.

Thou didst say - and Thy word is the truth - “It is not for any
mortal that God should speak to him except by revelation or
from behind a veil, or by sending a messenger to reveal by His
permission what He willeth. Verily, He is Most High, All-Wise.”
And Thou hast made clear the decree of that verse by Thy true
word concerning Thy power: “And verily, in the Mother Book
with Us, he is indeed exalted and wise.”

O God! Send Thy blessings upon Muhammad and the family
of Muhammad, the Ark established upon the sea of creation
on the Day of Origin, and the Ship sailing upon the surging
ocean in the Tablet of Invention, rising at times to the horizon
of heaven and descending at others to the depths of creation.
I bear witness that whosoever boards it shall be safe from the
promptings of Satan among the people of destruction, and no
servant abandons it except that he drowns in the abode of
perdition - Hell shall they enter, and evil is that resting place.

O God! Send Thy blessings upon Muhammad and the family
of Muhammad, the Tree of Purpose and the Praised Sign, Thy
servants whom Thou hast made as guides for the servants in
all the worlds, and the protection of the people of existence in
both worlds, the refuge of the weak and poor, and the salvation
of the fearful and hopeful ones. They are Thy trustees whose
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obedience Thou hast ordained and whose love Thou hast made
obligatory, and Thou hast joined their guardianship with Thy
guardianship and the acknowledgment of their servitude with
the acknowledgment of Thy oneness. They are Thy honored
servants who act by Thy command and who worship before
Thy face.

O God! Send Thy blessings upon Muhammad and the family
of Muhammad - blessings befitting Thy power with no end in
Thy knowledge, blessings that excel all things as Thy grace ex-
cels all creation. O God! Send Thy blessings upon Muhammad
and the family of Muhammad - a fulfillment in execution and
a decree in origination, perpetual through His will in creation,
and eternal to the utmost bounds of invention, by Thy per-
mission, an existence from Thyself, a sign of Thy Lordship, a
kingdom of Thy sovereignty, and a manifestation of Thy great-
ness, by Thy power, O Lord of the worlds.

O God! Send Thy blessings upon Muhammad and the family of
Muhammad, the chosen, the virtuous, whom Thou hast made
the seat of Thy will, the repository of Thy purpose, and the
place of Thy decree and determination. They are Thy servants
who will naught except by Thy will, who judge not except by
Thy desire, and who change not except by Thy greatness and
sovereignty. They are the mine of knowledge, the ultimate
purpose, the Imams of religion, and the guides of all creation.

O God! Send Thy blessings upon Muhammad and the family
of Muhammad according to what Thou lovest and art pleased
with, and as Thou describest Thyself - none other than Thee,
Thou alone, there is no God but Thee. O God! By Thy right
upon them and their right in Thy Book, that Thou shouldst
fill our hearts with Thy love and our souls with Thy knowledge,
and make us not among the heedless. And ordain for us all
that Thou lovest for Thy beloved Muhammad - peace be upon
him and his family - in this great month from the breezes of
Thy holiness, the signs of Thy glory, and the tokens of Thy
manifestation, and that which none encompasseth save Thee
and none is capable of besides Thee.

O God! Hope is cut off save from Thy grace, and I seek help
from all through knowledge of Thy power, and Thou, O my
God, nothing is hidden from Thee in the heavens or on the
earth, and Thou wilt judge between all on the Day of Resur-
rection with justice.

Write down bounty for those who have recognized Thee and
justice for those who know not Thy command. Verily Thou art
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powerful over whatsoever Thou willest and none among Thy
creation can prevent Thy bestowal. Verily Thou art powerful
over all things, and praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate. Alif. Lam. Mim. This Book is a remembrance from Us
unto all the worlds. Verily God will not accept any deed from
anyone except through the Covenant of the remembrance of
God’s Name, the Most Exalted, the Most Praiseworthy.

O concourse! Convey the verses of God unto every soul in
the manner that God hath appointed you the station of His
Cause, that ye may be rightly guided. Follow ye the innovative
ordinance in the Later Book, for verily it is the appreciative
path of truth. Verily in the Days of God, the most excellent of
all good is the remembrance of innovation, and its verses are
recorded in the Mother Book.

O concourse! Send blessings upon him when his name is men-
tioned, then send unto him righteous offerings from what ye
have earned in the Days of God according to the ordinance of
that Gate, and be ye thankful and say: Verily, praise be to
God, the Lord of all worlds.
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BBUO0003

Words to Mulla Husayn
Date: 1260-08-17 ca.

The days of our companionship are approaching their end. My
Covenant with you is now accomplished. Gird up the loins of
endeavour, and arise to diffuse My Cause. Be not dismayed at
the sight of the degeneracy and perversity of this generation,
for the Lord of the Covenant shall assuredly assist you. Verily,
He shall surround you with His loving protection, and shall
lead you from victory to victory. Even as the cloud that rains
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its bounty upon the earth, traverse the land from end to end,
and shower upon its people the blessings which the Almighty,
in His mercy, has deigned to confer upon you.

Forbear with the ulamas, and resign yourself to the will of
God. Raise the cry: “Awake, awake, for, lo! the Gate of God
is open, and the morning Light is shedding its radiance upon
all mankind! The promised One is made manifest; prepare the
way for Him, O people of the earth! Deprive not yourselves of
its redeeming grace, nor close your eyes to its effulgent glory.”

Those whom you find receptive to your call, share with them
the epistles and tablets We have revealed for you, that, per-
chance, these wondrous words may cause them to turn away
from the slough of heedlessness, and soar into the realm of the
Divine presence.

In this pilgrimage upon which We are soon to embark, We have
chosen Quddus as Our companion. We have left you behind
to face the onslaught of a fierce and relentless enemy. Rest
assured, however, that a bounty unspeakably glorious shall be
conferred upon you.

Follow the course of your journey towards the north, and visit
on your way Isfahan, Kashan, Qum, and Tihran. Beseech
almighty Providence that He may graciously enable you to at-
tain, in that capital, the seat of true sovereignty, and to enter
the mansion of the Beloved. A secret lies hidden in that city.
When made manifest, it shall turn the earth into paradise. My
hope is that you may partake of its grace and recognize its
splendour.

From Tihran proceed to Khurasan, and there proclaim anew
the Call. From thence return to Najaf and Karbila, and there
await the summons of your Lord.

Be assured that the high mission for which you have been cre-
ated will, in its entirety, be accomplished by you. Until you
have consummated your work, if all the darts of an unbelieving
world be directed against you, they will be powerless to hurt a
single hair of your head. All things are imprisoned within His
mighty grasp. He, verily, is the Almighty, the All-Subduing.

DB.085-087, BKOG.032
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Farewell address to the Letters of the Living
Date: 1260-08 ca.

O My beloved friends! You are the bearers of the name of God
in this Day. You have been chosen as the repositories of His
mystery. It behoves each one of you to manifest the attributes
of God, and to exemplify by your deeds and words the signs of
His righteousness, His power and glory.

The very members of your body must bear witness to the lofti-
ness of your purpose, the integrity of your life, the reality of
your faith, and the exalted character of your devotion. For ver-
ily I say, this is the Day spoken of by God in His Book: “On
that day will We set a seal upon their mouths yet shall their
hands speak unto Us, and their feet shall bear witness to that
which they shall have done.”

Ponder the words of Jesus addressed to His disciples, as He
sent them forth to propagate the Cause of God. In words such
as these, He bade them arise and fulfil their mission:

“Ye are even as the fire which in the darkness of the night
has been kindled upon the mountain-top. Let your light shine
before the eyes of men. Such must be the purity of your char-
acter and the degree of your renunciation, that the people of
the earth may through you recognize and be drawn closer to
the heavenly Father who is the Source of purity and grace. For
none has seen the Father who is in heaven. You who are His
spiritual children must by your deeds exemplify His virtues,
and witness to His glory.

“You are the salt of the earth, but if the salt have lost its savour,
wherewith shall it be salted?

“Such must be the degree of your detachment, that into what-
ever city you enter to proclaim and teach the Cause of God,
you should in no wise expect either meat or reward from its
people. Nay, when you depart out of that city, you should
shake the dust from off your feet. As you have entered it pure
and undefiled, so must you depart from that city.

“For verily I say, the heavenly Father is ever with you and keeps
watch over you. If you be faithful to Him, He will assuredly
deliver into your hands all the treasures of the earth, and will
exalt you above all the rulers and kings of the world.”

O My Letters! Verily I say, immensely exalted is this Day
above the days of the Apostles of old. Nay, immeasurable
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is the difference! You are the witnesses of the Dawn of the
promised Day of God. You are the partakers of the mystic
chalice of His Revelation.

Gird up the loins of endeavour, and be mindful of the words of
God as revealed in His Book: “Lo, the Lord thy God is come,
and with Him is the company of His angels arrayed before
Him!”

Purge your hearts of worldly desires, and let angelic virtues
be your adorning. Strive that by your deeds you may bear
witness to the truth of these words of God, and beware lest,
by “turning back,” He may “change you for another people,”
who “shall not be your like,” and who shall take from you the
Kingdom of God.

The days when idle worship was deemed sufficient are ended.
The time is come when naught but the purest motive, sup-
ported by deeds of stainless purity, can ascend to the throne
of the Most High and be acceptable unto Him. “The good
word riseth up unto Him, and the righteous deed will cause it
to be exalted before Him.”

You are the lowly, of whom God has thus spoken in His Book:
“And We desire to show favour to those who were brought low
in the land, and to make them spiritual leaders among men,
and to make them Our heirs.”

You have been called to this station; you will attain to it, only
if you arise to trample beneath your feet every earthly desire,
and endeavour to become those “honoured servants of His who
speak not till He hath spoken, and who do His bidding.”

You are the first Letters that have been generated from the
Primal Point, the first Springs that have welled out from the
Source of this Revelation. Beseech the Lord your God to
grant that no earthly entanglements, no worldly affections, no
ephemeral pursuits, may tarnish the purity, or embitter the
sweetness, of that grace which flows through you.

I am preparing you for the advent of a mighty Day. Exert your
utmost endeavour that, in the world to come, I, who am now
instructing you, may, before the mercy-seat of God, rejoice in
your deeds and glory in your achievements.

The secret of the Day that is to come is now concealed. It
can neither be divulged nor estimated. The newly born babe
of that Day excels the wisest and most venerable men of this
time, and the lowliest and most unlearned of that period shall
surpass in understanding the most erudite and accomplished
divines of this age.
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Scatter throughout the length and breadth of this land, and,
with steadfast feet and sanctified hearts, prepare the way for
His coming.

Heed not your weaknesses and frailty; fix your gaze upon the
invincible power of the Lord, your God, the Almighty.

Has He not, in past days, caused Abraham, in spite of His
seeming helplessness, to triumph over the forces of Nimrod?
Has He not enabled Moses, whose staff was His only companion,
to vanquish Pharaoh and his hosts? Has He not established
the ascendancy of Jesus, poor and lowly as He was in the eyes
of men, over the combined forces of the Jewish people? Has
He not subjected the barbarous and militant tribes of Arabia
to the holy and transforming discipline of Muhammad, His
Prophet?

Arise in His name, put your trust wholly in Him, and be as-
sured of ultimate victory.

DB.092-094, CHH.015-017

BBUO0005

Words to Mulla Husayn
Date: 1260-08 ca.

Grieve not that you have not been chosen to accompany Me
on My pilgrimage to Hijaz. I shall, instead, direct your steps
to that city which enshrines a Mystery of such transcendent
holiness as neither Hijaz nor Shiraz can hope to rival. My
hope is that you may, by the aid of God, be enabled to remove
the veils from the eyes of the wayward and to cleanse the minds
of the malevolent.

Visit, on your way, Isfahan, Kashan, Tihran, and Khurasan.
Proceed thence to Iraq, and there await the summons of your
Lord, who will keep watch over you and will direct you to
whatsoever is His will and desire.

As to Myself, I shall, accompanied by Quddus and My
Ethiopian servant, proceed on My pilgrimage to Hijaz. I shall
join the company of the pilgrims of Fars, who will shortly be
sailing for that land. I shall visit Mecca and Medina, and
there fulfil the mission with which God has entrusted Me.
God willing, I shall return hither by the way of Kufih, in
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which place I hope to meet you. If it be decreed otherwise, I
shall ask you to join Me in Shiraz.

The hosts of the invisible Kingdom, be assured, will sustain and
reinforce your efforts. The essence of power is now dwelling in
you, and the company of His chosen angels revolves around
you. His almighty arms will surround you, and His unfailing
Spirit will ever continue to guide your steps. He that loves
you, loves God; and whoever opposes you, has opposed God.
Whoso befriends you, him will God befriend; and whoso rejects
you, him will God reject.

DB.096, BKOG.032-033

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 87


https://reference.bahai.org/en/t/nz/DB/db-22.html#pg96
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/BKOG.pdf#page=23




Study guide to this volume

This volume gathers the Bab’s earliest post-Declaration writings, composed in Shiraz between the
spring and late autumn of 1844. The texts are remarkably various: private instructions to Mulla
Husayn and the other early disciples; the great farewell address to the Letters of the Living; high
Arabic sermons (khutbahs) modeled on the eloquence of the Imams; the Sahifiy-i-Makhzunih, a
fourteen-gated treasure-epistle of prayers; the Sahifiy-i-A’mal al-Sanna, an annual devotional cycle
that rewrites Shi‘i sacred time around the new revelation; and intimate visionary fragments in
which the Bab traces His own inner formation to dreams of the Imams and to the martyrdom of
Husayn. Read together, these writings show the Bab simultaneously constituting a community,
asserting scriptural authority in the idiom of Twelver Shi‘ism, articulating a metaphysics of divine
action, and supplying new liturgical forms. The mood is at once disciplined and incandescent: a
small movement still outwardly veiled, inwardly already convinced that the appointed Day has
dawned.

The Gate, the Babu’l-Bab, and the Formation of the First Commu-
nity

Key Passages

O thou who art the first to believe in Me! Verily I say, I am the Bab, the Gate of
God, and thou art the Babu’l-Bab, the gate of that Gate. Eighteen souls must, in the
beginning, spontaneously and of their own accord, accept Me and recognize the truth
of My Revelation. Unwarned and uninvited, each of these must seek independently to
find Me. — BBU0009

The days of our companionship are approaching their end. My Covenant with you is
now accomplished. Gird up the loins of endeavour, and arise to diffuse My Cause. Be
not dismayed at the sight of the degeneracy and perversity of this generation, for the
Lord of the Covenant shall assuredly assist you. Verily, He shall surround you with His
loving protection, and shall lead you from victory to victory. — BBU0003

Grieve not that you have not been chosen to accompany Me on My pilgrimage to
Hijaz. I shall, instead, direct your steps to that city which enshrines a Mystery of such
transcendent holiness as neither Hijaz nor Shiraz can hope to rival. My hope is that you
may, by the aid of God, be enabled to remove the veils from the eyes of the wayward
and to cleanse the minds of the malevolent. — BBU0005
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Context for Study

The earliest Babi community is organized around recognition rather than recruitment. The first
eighteen disciples must come “spontaneously and of their own accord,” each finding the Bab “un-
warned and uninvited.” Recognition then becomes mission: Mulla Husayn is named Babu’l-Bab
(“the gate of the Gate”), and is dispatched on a precise itinerary through Iran, with Tihran singled
out as the locus of a hidden mystery soon to be unveiled. The number eighteen, completed by the
Bab as the nineteenth, will become foundational in Babi sacred order and will resurface throughout
the Bayan; it is one of several structuring numbers (eighteen, fourteen, nineteen) by which the Bab
patterns reality. Readers familiar with the New Testament will hear echoes of Jesus’ charge to the
disciples and of the careful pacing of public proclamation in the synoptic Gospels; readers of Shi‘i
history will recognize the discretion (taqgiyya) that the Bab still enjoins while a fuller disclosure
ripens. The Baha’i principle of independent investigation of truth, later articulated by Baha'u’llah
and ‘Abdu’l-Baha, is already foreshadowed here in the requirement that each disciple find his Lord
on his own.

Questions for Reflection

1. Why is spontaneous, unsolicited recognition presented as the foundational mode of the new
community, rather than persuasion or argument?

2. How does the title “Babu’l-Bab” redefine discipleship, making the disciple himself a threshold
for others?

3. What does the pairing of inward secrecy with outward proclamation tell us about prudence
and timing in religious revelation? Compare with the “messianic secret” in the Gospel of
Mark or with Shi‘i taqgiyya.

4. How might the requirement of independent search be related to later Baha’i teaching that
each soul must investigate truth without imitation?

5. Why does the Bab single out Tihran as a city of hidden “Mystery,” and how should that
promise be read in light of Baha’u’llah’s later emergence from that very city?

The Farewell to the Letters: Apostolic Ethics and Sacred History

Key Passages

O My beloved friends! You are the bearers of the name of God in this Day. You
have been chosen as the repositories of His mystery. It behoves each one of you to
manifest the attributes of God, and to exemplify by your deeds and words the signs
of His righteousness, His power and glory. The very members of your body must bear
witness to the loftiness of your purpose, the integrity of your life, the reality of your
faith, and the exalted character of your devotion. — BBU0001

The days when idle worship was deemed sufficient are ended. The time is come when
naught but the purest motive, supported by deeds of stainless purity, can ascend to the
throne of the Most High and be acceptable unto Him. — BBU0001
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The secret of the Day that is to come is now concealed. It can neither be divulged
nor estimated. The newly born babe of that Day excels the wisest and most venerable
men of this time, and the lowliest and most unlearned of that period shall surpass in
understanding the most erudite and accomplished divines of this age. — BBU0001

Has He not, in past days, caused Abraham, in spite of His seeming helplessness, to
triumph over the forces of Nimrod? Has He not enabled Moses, whose staff was His only
companion, to vanquish Pharaoh and his hosts? Has He not established the ascendancy
of Jesus, poor and lowly as He was in the eyes of men, over the combined forces of the
Jewish people? Has He not subjected the barbarous and militant tribes of Arabia to
the holy and transforming discipline of Muhammad, His Prophet? — BBU0001

Context for Study

The farewell address to the Letters of the Living is among the most important ethical texts of the
early Babi movement, and it sets the moral key for everything that follows. The Bab places His
disciples within a sacred history that includes Abraham against Nimrod, Moses against Pharaoh,
Jesus against the powers of His day, and Muhammad against the tribes of Arabia, suggesting that
revelation always begins with apparent weakness and works through purified character rather than
worldly resource. He then quotes Jesus’ own charge to the disciples at length, urging detachment
from reward, shaking the dust from one’s feet, and letting one’s light shine before others. The
phrase “idle worship” is sharp: ritual observance unaccompanied by pure motive and stainless deed
is declared inadequate to the new age. This pairing of inner purity with outer witness anticipates
Baha’u’llah’s later teaching that “deeds, not words” are the true ornaments of faith, and ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s insistence that character is the most powerful argument for the Cause. The address can
also be read alongside the Sermon on the Mount, the Bhagavad Gita’s emphasis on action without
attachment, and Kant’s distinction between acting from duty and merely acting in conformity with
duty.

Questions for Reflection

1. Why does the Bab embed His charge to the Letters within a sweeping history of past prophets
and their followers? What does the analogy with Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad
imply for the Letters’ self-understanding?

2. What does “idle worship” mean in this context, and how might it be diagnosed in modern
religious or secular life?

3. How does the Bab’s reuse of Jesus’ words universalize the Babi mission beyond a strictly Shi‘i
milieu?

4. The Bab claims that “the newly born babe of that Day excels the wisest and most venerable
men of this time.” How does this disrupt the prestige of inherited religious learning, and how
does it relate to later Baha’i teachings on the renewal of human capacity in every dispensation?

5. Compare the address with St. Paul’s images of the apostles as “earthen vessels” (2 Corinthians
4:7) and with the Sufi ethic of futuwwa (spiritual chivalry). What is shared, and what is
distinctive?
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The Sahifiy-i-Makhzunih: Inimitable Proof and the Fourteen Gates

Key Passages

O beloved one! Write, at the bidding of thy loving Lord, the Most Great Proof of
God, Muhammad ibn al-Hasan, the Lord of the Age — may the peace of God rest upon
Them both — unto thy fellow believers, that this mighty Epistle, revealed for the path of
visitation unto the People of Infallibility — peace be upon them — hath issued forth from
My presence, that the upholders of divine unity may learn the ways of true knowledge
concerning God, their rightful Master. — BB00431

Were all that dwell in the heavens and on the earth to assemble to produce but a single
letter like unto a portion of the letters of this noble Epistle, they would assuredly fail
and would be powerless — though We were to reinforce them with seven thousand like
unto themselves — such is the pure truth. — BB00431

By the leave of God I have divided it into fourteen gates; and upon each gate, on the
Day of Origination, God wrote with His own Hand His Name: In the Name of God, the
Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful. Therefore hath God laid it as an obligation
upon those who write to obey Him. — BB00431

Therefore, O God, inspire Thy believing servants from among the people of the Gate
with the paths of certitude in the outpouring of speech upon the people of the Sacred
Place and Station, concerning the sovereignty of the Word in the purpose of Islam,
that those who gaze upon those aims may witness, upon the straight line from the All-
Knowing King, at the pole of the zone of the Uprising, the standing before the Merciful.
— BB00498

Context for Study

The Sahifiy-i-Makhzunih, or “Hidden Treasured Epistle,” is one of the Bab’s earliest extended
Arabic compositions and is offered explicitly in the voice of the Hidden Imam, Muhammad ibn
al-Hasan, the Qa’im of Twelver Shi‘i expectation. The introduction (BB00431) lays out three
claims that together stake out the Bab’s scriptural authority: the work is inimitable, echoing the
classical Qur’anic doctrine of i‘jaz (“the challenge” that no human assembly can produce its like);
it is structured in fourteen gates, the number of the Prophet, Fatima, and the Twelve Imams
(the ma‘sumin, or “Fourteen Infallibles”); and rejection of it incurs eschatological judgment, even
as belief earns Paradise. The accompanying khutbahs (BB00498 and BB00309) deploy the high
homiletic style of the Imams, layered with color symbolism and the alphabetic numerology familiar
to readers of the Shaykhi school. Christian readers may compare the inimitability claim with the
early Church’s appeal to the authority of the Gospels; Jewish readers, with the rabbinic stance
toward the inerrant Torah; philosophers, with the question of how a text can authenticate itself,
a question reopened in modern hermeneutics from Schleiermacher through Gadamer. The Bab’s
deeper move is to channel the voice of the Imam through His own “youthful Arab” pen, fulfilling
Shi‘i hopes from within and beginning to transcend them.
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Questions for Reflection

1.

In what ways does the doctrine of inimitability (i‘jaz) function as a mode of self-authentication
for revealed scripture, and how does the Bab adapt it for His own Epistle?

. Why does the Bab present the Sahifih as issuing from the Hidden Imam rather than directly

from Himself at this stage? What does this reveal about how new revelation may emerge
from within an existing tradition?

. Consider the symbolic role of the number fourteen here, and trace it forward to the Bab’s

later use of nineteen and to Baha’u’llah’s nineteen-month year. What does sacred numerology
accomplish, and what are its limits?

. How might a Christian theology of canonical authority, or a Jewish theology of Torah, read

alongside the Bab’s claim that no soul can produce “a single letter” like the Sahifih?

. Compare the high Arabic eloquence of BB00498 with the plain ethical prose of the farewell

to the Letters (BBU0001). Why might a single revelator speak in such different registers?

Knowing the Unknowable: Transcendence and Self-Disclosure

Key Passages

All praise be to God, Who existed before all things when naught existed with Him, Who
was when no existence was found in His presence. The hearts of the mystics fall short
of knowing His most modest attribute, and the minds of the monotheists are powerless
to comprehend the least sign of His power. — BB00018

Through Thy revelation of Thyself have I known Thee, that Thou canst not be known
through aught else but Thee. Through Thy creation of all things from nothing have I
known Thee, that none can attain unto knowledge of Thine essence. — BB00018

O my God! I testify before Thee that Thou art known through Thy signs and described
through Thy tokens. Through Thy bringing us into being, we acknowledge before Thee
that Thou art sanctified above our description, and through Thy creating our attributes,
I bear witness that Thou art exalted above our knowledge. — BBO00018

Context for Study

A pulse running through almost every prayer in the Sahifih is the paradox of an utterly unknowable
God Who nevertheless makes Himself known. The Bab frames knowledge of God as a gift of God
Himself: every created intelligence is barred from the divine essence by the very fact of being created,
and so the only path to God is the one God Himself opens. Three movements recur: a denial that
the essence can be reached by reflection, similitude, or any creaturely measure; an affirmation that
signs and tokens (ayat) truly disclose God; and the discovery that this disclosure is itself a divine
act, not an inference made from below. This negative theology is at home in the apophatic Christian
tradition of Pseudo-Dionysius, Maximus the Confessor, and Meister Eckhart; in the Jewish tradition
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of the ein sof and Maimonides’ negative attributes; and in Islamic mysticism’s distinction between
God’s hidden essence (dhat) and His revealed names and attributes. The Bab’s resolution prepares
the ground for the later Baha’i doctrine of the Manifestation of God: God’s essence remains forever
unknowable to creation, while the Manifestation perfectly reflects His attributes and so becomes
the only legitimate object of human worship-as-knowledge.

Questions for Reflection

1.

How does the Bab guard divine transcendence even while speaking continually of and to God?
What is the function of repeated self-correction (“glory be unto Thee”) in His prayers?

. In what sense is knowledge of God presented here as God’s own act rather than the soul’s

achievement? Compare with Augustine’s “Thou wouldst not be seeking me hadst Thou not
already found me” and with Pascal’s “Console-toi, tu ne me chercherais pas si tu ne m’avais
trouve.”

. How does the apophatic strain in the Bab’s prayers compare with Maimonides’ negative

attributes, Pseudo-Dionysius’ divine darkness, or Ibn ‘Arabi’s distinction between dhat and
asma’?

. How does this early articulation prepare the way for Baha'u’llah’s later teaching that God’s

essence is unknowable and that the Manifestation is the sole mediator of divine knowledge?

If God can only be known through God, what does that imply for inter-religious dialogue,
philosophical theology, and the modern scientific aspiration to “explain” the divine?

The Architecture of Divine Action: Will, Purpose, Measure, De-
cree

Key Passages

Glorified be God, One in His bounties, Single in His gifts, sanctified above the limits
of similitudes and the strokes of parables! He hath called into being the Will as the
beginning of act, upon the temple of its love; and He hath chosen the Purpose that it
might be known in the form of its receptivity, with none beneath it to rival its creation.
— BB00309

And, in truth, He hath brought forth — upon the line that divideth the Purpose — the
Sea of Measure (qadar) in the figure of a triangle, by a wondrous origination, for the
overflowing of its effulgence. And for the Decree (qada’) He made firm the ordinance
of manifestation after concealment, from the secret of creation, upon the temple of
invention (bada), with a crimson hue. — BB00309

O Thou Who art arrayed in majesty and grandeur, before Whose might all others
tremble in fear! O my God! Through Thy Will the realities of all created things have
been established, and by the sovereignty of Thy Purpose have all things been brought
into being. Thou art He Who can neither be known nor confined, Who can neither be
described nor perceived. — BB00018
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Context for Study

If the previous section concerns what God is in Himself, this one concerns how God acts. The
Bab inherits a Shi‘i and Shaykhi vocabulary of staged divine action: Will (mashiyyat), Purpose
(iradah), Measure (qadar), Decree (qada’), with bada (the divine prerogative of altering apparent
destiny) added by Twelver theology. He uses this scheme in BB00309 with striking geometric and
chromatic imagery: a triangle for Measure, lines and points for Purpose, colors that mark each
stage. He also distances Himself from rival accounts, including the Christian doctrine of the cross
(which he names explicitly as a “fourfold scheme” mistakenly applied to its “sister”), the Peripatetic
philosophers’ enumerated principles, and the Illuminationist sages who read divine action through
emanation. Students may compare this with Neoplatonic procession (the One, Nous, Soul), with
Ash‘ari and Mu‘tazili debates over divine command, with Christian Logos theology, and with the
medieval scholastic distinction between God’s potentia absoluta and potentia ordinata. The Bab’s
deeper point is theological economy: every stage of divine action is meant to draw the worshipper
into deeper recognition, not to satisfy intellectual curiosity. Metaphysics, in His hands, is doxology.

Questions for Reflection

1. Why might a new revelation require a renewed account of how God acts in the world? How
does naming the stages of divine action — Will, Purpose, Measure, Decree — serve both theology
and worship?

2. How does the Bab’s polemical distance from “the figure of the cross” and from Peripatetic
philosophy clarify what He is and is not claiming?

3. Compare the staged scheme of divine action with Plotinus’ procession from the One, with
Aquinas’ analysis of God’s will and providence, or with the kabbalistic sefirot. Where are the
resemblances genuine, and where do they break down?

4. How might the doctrine of bada — that God may alter what He had apparently decreed —
be related to Baha'u’llah’s teaching that “the day of the Lord is at hand” and that human
response truly matters?

5. How can a worshipper distinguish between metaphysical language that draws the soul toward
God and metaphysical language that becomes a substitute for devotion?

Innovation (Badi‘) and the Devotional Reordering of Time

Key Passages

Praised be God, Who hath sent down the Book in truth — a guidance and a reminder
unto the humble. Verily, it is a Book wherein the ordinance of the Month of God hath
been expounded in the Qur’an: a guidance and a mercy from God for a people who
prostrate themselves. — BB00025

Alif Lam Mim. This is the remembrance of God concerning the month of fasting, from
the right hand of the sun’s meridian. There is no God but Him. Say: Worship ye Me.
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God hath ordained fasting in the month of Ramadan and hath decreed in the Night of
Power the law of innovation, as guidance and glad tidings for those who act. —
BB00025

O concourse! Convey the verses of God unto every soul in the manner that God hath
appointed you the station of His Cause, that ye may be rightly guided. Follow ye
the innovative ordinance in the Later Book, for verily it is the appreciative path of
truth. Verily in the Days of God, the most excellent of all good is the remembrance of
innovation, and its verses are recorded in the Mother Book. — BB00025

Context for Study

The Sahifiy-i-A’mal al-Sanna is the volume’s most sustained piece of devotional engineering: a
fourteen-chapter cycle of prayers, fasts, and remembrances spanning the lunar year, anchored to
existing Islamic months (Ramadan, Shawwal, Dhu’l-Hijjah, Muharram, and so on), but inflected
at every step by the Bab’s new revelation. The work introduces a striking technical term — badi‘,
“innovation” — which in classical Islamic jurisprudence usually carries a negative charge (bid‘ah,
“illicit novelty”). The Bab inverts the valence: in the Days of God, innovation becomes “the
appreciative path of truth,” the principal mark of revelation’s living command. The Night of
Power itself is reread as the night on which “the law of innovation” was decreed. Students may
compare this with the Christian liturgical calendar (Advent, Lent, Eastertide), in which sacred
time forms communal identity; with the Jewish sanctification of time emphasized in the work of
Abraham Joshua Heschel; with rabbinic debates over the legitimacy of takkanot (new ordinances);
and with modern philosophical accounts of habit and ritual in Aristotle, Pierre Hadot, and Charles
Taylor. The continuity with Baha’u’llah is direct: in the Kitab-i-Aqdas the Bab’s calendar of
innovation is reshaped into the Badi‘ calendar of nineteen months, and the Nineteen Day Feast
becomes the rhythm of Baha’i community life.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the Bab transform “innovation” from a juristic anxiety into a positive religious
category? What is at stake when revelation claims the right to rewrite sacred time?

2. In what ways does a calendar form religious consciousness differently from doctrine or law
in the abstract? Consider the Christian liturgical year, the Jewish Sabbath cycle, and the
Islamic ritual months.

3. How does the Bab preserve continuity with Islamic devotion (Ramadan, Friday, the Night of
Power, remembrance of Husayn) even while inflecting each with new significance?

4. Trace the line from this Sahifiy-i-A’'mal al-Sanna through the Persian Bayan to the Badi
calendar codified by Baha’u’llah. What is gained when a community’s measurement of time
itself becomes scriptural?

5. How might a secular reader, formed by clock-and-calendar rationality, encounter the claim
that the year itself can be a place of revelation?
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Visionary Sources: Husayn’s Blood, the Imam’s Hand, and the
Spirit of Prayer

Key Passages

The spirit of prayer which animates My soul is the direct consequence of a dream which
I had in the year before the declaration of My Mission. In My vision I saw the head of
the Imam Husayn, the Siyyidu’sh-Shuhada’, which was hanging upon a tree. Drops of
blood dripped profusely from His lacerated throat. With feelings of unsurpassed delight,
I approached that tree and, stretching forth My hands, gathered a few drops of that
sacred blood, and drank them devoutly. — BB00605

When I awoke, I felt that the Spirit of God had permeated and taken possession of My
soul. My heart was thrilled with the joy of His Divine presence, and the mysteries of
His Revelation were unfolded before My eyes in all their glory. — BB00605

Verily thou knowest that, ere this, I beheld in a dream — in that house wherein I was
seated — that in its midst there was a resting-place, and upon it a shrine. And when I
drew nigh unto that sepulchre, I saw Muhammad al-Jawad come forth from the shrine
in a most comely form, the like of which no art of creation can ever devise. In that very
moment I recognized my Imam through the inspiration of my Lord, and I saluted Him.
— BB00578

I testify that though he was slain before Thy face, yet is he living with Thee; nothing
frustrateth his power, nothing escapeth his knowledge; neither times nor ages affect him.
For from the light of Thine Essence didst Thou create him; no extinction awaiteth him,
for ever and ever. — BB00025

Context for Study

These short visionary texts open a window onto the experiential ground of the Bab’s revelation.
The dream of Husayn’s severed head, the drinking of His blood, and the consequent kindling of
the “spirit of prayer” link the Bab’s interior life directly to the central drama of Shi‘i piety: the
martyrdom at Karbala in 680 CE. To Western readers the image can seem shocking, yet within the
long Shi‘i tradition of ta‘ziyah (passion-play), majlis (mourning gathering), and devotional weeping,
the blood of Husayn is already understood as a source of intercession, life, and renewal. The Bab
takes this further: drinking that blood is the very means by which the Spirit of God descends and
“the mysteries of His Revelation” open before Him. Christian readers will recognize a structural
kinship with the Eucharist, where the blood of the slain witness becomes the believer’s life; Sufi
readers will hear echoes of fana, annihilation in the Beloved, and shahadat al-arwah, the witness of
souls. The companion dream of Muhammad al-Jawad (BB00578), in which the ninth Imam offers
the Bab food in a sepulchre, frames revelation as personal bestowal from the very lineage whose
voice the Sahifih channels. The prayers for ‘Ashura in the Sahifiy-i-A’mal al-Sanna then theologize
this experience: the slain Imam is at once dead before God’s face and living with God; His life
flows “from the light of Thine Essence,” and “no extinction awaiteth him.” This understanding of
martyrdom as living witness, far from a glamorization of death, prepares Babi and Baha’i readers
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for the long history of sacrifice that lay ahead, and for ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s later teaching that the true
martyr offers self in service rather than seeking annihilation.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the dream of drinking Husayn’s blood link three realities — prayer, revelation, and
martyrdom — into a single spiritual economy?

2. In what ways does this image compare with Christian Eucharistic theology, with Sufi fana,
or with Pauline language of “filling up what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ” (Colossians
1:24)7?

3. Why is dream-vision such a recurrent mode of authorization in the Bab’s early writings, and
how does it relate to dream traditions in the Hebrew Bible (Jacob, Joseph, Daniel), the
Qur’an (Yusuf), and Shi‘i hagiography?

4. How does the prayer for ‘Ashura reframe the death of Husayn so that “no extinction awaiteth
him”? What does this tell us about the relation between martyrdom and resurrection?

5. How might these passages illuminate the later martyrdoms of the Bab, of Tahirih and the
Letters, and of the friends at Tabarsi — and how do they speak to the Baha’i teaching that
true witness is the offering of self in service rather than the pursuit of suffering for its own
sake?

The guiding question for this volume might be: What kind of community, and what kind of soul,
must be formed if a new revelation is to enter history? The Bab’s answer in 1844 is at once
institutional and spiritual. He constitutes a small band by numbers, missions, and itineraries;
He channels the voice of the Hidden Imam through inimitable Arabic; He stages divine action
with geometric precision; He rewrites the year as a calendar of innovation. Yet beneath these
architectures the foundation remains intimate: a dream in Shiraz of a martyred Imam’s blood, a
sepulchre opened in vision, a youth in whom the Spirit of God has “permeated and taken possession
of” the soul. Institution and inwardness, proof and prayer, discipline and dream are inseparable
here — and they will remain so through all that follows in the Bab’s brief, incandescent ministry.
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